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O
ne of the most influential forces
in shaping the future configura-
tion of Jones Point Park has been

named the new Southeast Regional Direc-
tor for the U.S. National Park Service.

David Vela, who became Superintendent
of the George Washington Memorial Park-
way just two years ago, May 28, 2006, will
oversee a region that contains 66 national
parks in nine states, Puerto Rico, and the
Virgin Islands. He will be one of seven NPS

regional directors.
“David came up through the ranks, be-

ginning as a frontline park ranger. His early
field experience prepared him to be a great
superintendent and now he will apply those
same skills as regional director,” said Mary
A. Bomar, director, National Park Service.

“I always had my eye on the Southeast
Regional Director spot and promised my-
self that if it ever opened up I would apply.
I did and I just got the word that I had been
selected. I officially started in that new role
this past Sunday,” said Vela, who will re-
main in his Turkey Run office for several

more weeks.
With its vast expanse, the Southeast Re-

gion welcomes over 60 million visitors each
year. It has a $204 million operating bud-
get and employs more than 2,600 people,
including 174 employees at the Atlanta, Ga.,
regional headquarters.

“When I became superintendent of the
George Washington Memorial Parkway, I
wanted a complex park experience and the
National Capital Area offered that. It also
afforded me the opportunity to develop

By Michael Lee Pope
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W
hen Robert Bullock was
touring John Adams El-
ementary School one day
in 1984, he wanted to

make sure that the school was prepared to
handle his daughter Stacy, who was born
in 1979 with Down syndrome. So Bullock
and his wife set up a site visit to see the
school, meet the administrators and get a
sense of what kind of
special-education ser-
vices Alexandria could
offer his daughter. Bul-
lock, who was then a
corporate lawyer, was
not impressed. Even
now, he can remember
what the principal said
to him that day in 1984.

“We don’t have to do
much for Down children,” the principal said,
according to Bullock. “Because they sleep
most of the day.”

Bullock eventually sued Alexandria City
Public Schools in federal court, a lawsuit
that laid bare the special education chal-

lenges facing the city at
that time. As the parties moved toward a
settlement, it became clear that Alexandria
simply did not have the resources to edu-
cate his daughter. Now, a quarter century

later, Alexandria City Public Schools pro-
vides a wide array educational services for
students ages 2 to 21. Enrollment data
shows that the division now has 1,802 spe-
cial education students, including 594 stu-

dents with learning disabilities, 289 stu-
dents with developmental disabilities, 270
students with language impairment and 65

Special-education students who were once warehoused in separate facilities are now
mainstreamed into normal classroom activities, like reading program shown here in the
library of Jefferson-Houston Elementary School.
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None of Alexandria’s
schools meet federal
standards for students
with disabilities.

Left
Behind?

Continuity assured for the development of Jones Point Park.
Vela Promoted To Regional Director

“These scores are
unacceptable, and
we need to do better.”

— Sheryl Gorsuch,
School Board member
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students with autism. Each special-education stu-
dent has an “Individualized Education Program, ”
a contract that sets forth in writing a commitment
of resources to enable a child with a disability to
receive needed special education and related ser-
vices.

“Certainly, the situation has improved since 1984,”
said Bullock, a lawyer whose experience with Alex-
andria school system galvanized him toward a new
career specializing in disability law. “We’ve gone
through a number of generations now, and there’s a
higher quality of teachers in the school system that
have been trained to work with these students.”

BUT THE SCHOOL SYSTEM still faces many chal-
lenges, despite the progress that’s been made in the
last 25 years. A Gazette Packet investigation of stan-
dardized test scores in Alexandria found that none
of the schools in Alexandria met the federal stan-
dard for special-education students last year. Yet
because a class size of 50 students is required to
calculate adequate yearly progress under the 2002
No Child Left Behind Act, none of these schools were
punished for failing to achieve the annual measur-
able objective of a 73
percent pass rate for stu-
dents with disabilities.
That means seven Alex-
andria elementary
schools were designated
as meeting federal stan-
dards even though their
special-education stu-
dents did not achieve the
minimum testing stan-
dards.

“These scores are unacceptable, and we need to
do better,” said School Board member Sheryl
Gorsuch. “But one of the positive aspects of No Child
Left Behind is that it has shed a light on problems
like this, and now that we have more of an under-
standing about this problem, we’ll be able to give it
the attention it needs.”

Although none of the special-education students
counted in terms of calculating “adequate yearly
progress” at the school level, the scores of 1,802
Alexandria children who are included in the group
known as “students with disabilities” were used to
calculate division-wide scores for Alexandria City
Public Schools. According to data released by the
Virginia Department of Education, the pass rate
among “students with disabilities” for the standard-
ized reading tests in Alexandria is 49 percent — 24
percent below the federal standard. Lyles-Crouch El-
ementary School has the highest reading scores for
students with disabilities, achieving a pass rate of
70 percent last year, just three percentage points
below the minimum measurable objective. Maury
Elementary School had the lowest scores for students
with disabilities, logging a pass rate of 15 percent
last year.

“One thing these scores don’t show is progress,”
said Kimberley Graves, principal of Jefferson-Hous-
ton Elementary School. “We might have a student
enter school who is reading two levels below grade,
and we bring them up to grade level. But the stan-
dardized tests don’t show progress of individual stu-

dents. They only compare this year’s third-grade class
with last year’s third-grade class.”

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS say they are taking
a number of steps to improve the performance of stu-
dents with disabilities, although they admit that meet-
ing federal standards will become increasingly diffi-
cult as the minimum pass rate continues to climb to-
ward 100 percent in 2014. In September, the divi-
sion will hire a new special education literacy coach
who will work with elementary teachers on effective
literacy strategies. School administrators are also cur-
rently training special education teachers to use new
supplemental reading programs, and division officials
are implementing a progress-monitoring system to
determine effectiveness of reading instruction in the
classroom.

“We are committed to making continual improve-
ments in the services we provide for our children with
special needs,” said School Board Chairwoman Claire
Eberwein in a written statement. “This School Board
isºworking closely with committee members to im-
prove our special education delivery and, with new
leadership at the topºsuch as (ACPS Student Services
Director Michael Romanelli) we are making good
progress.”

One of the most dras-
tic reform efforts now
underway in the city
school system is a revi-
sion of how students
with disabilities are
tested. The standardized
tests used in Virginia,
which are known as the
Standards of Learning,
are grade-level, multiple
choice written tests that

must be finished within a certain amount of time.
School administrators have long said that many stu-
dents don’t do well on these tests because they are
inappropriate for their learning styles, and they say
that the low scores reflect in part a lack of precision
in how the students are measured rather than a lack
of learning on the part of the students. This year, ad-
ministration officials will be moving away from the
traditional tests toward a new kind of assessment
known as the Virginia Grade Level Alternative.

“This year, ACPS will increase the use of the VGLA
significantly,” said Amy Carlini, a spokeswoman for
Alexandria City Public Schools. “And we hope to see
an increase in pass rates as a result.”

The Virginia Grade Level Alternative is designed
for students in grades 3 through 8 who are unable to
demonstrate individual achievement on standardized
multiple-choices tests. The alternative tests replace
the traditional pencil-and-paper format with a selec-
tion of student work that demonstrates proficiency
with the educational standards. These portfolios may
include work samples, interviews, audio samples and
other sources of data collected by the teacher and
student. Administrators say that participation in the
program does not give a student a better chance of
passing a test, it only provides students with a dis-
ability the access to be fairly assessed.

“This is a more labor-intensive way of testing these
students,” said Deputy Superintendent Cathy David.
“But it’s a step toward allowing them to demonstrate
what they know and what they are able to do.”

Schools Struggle to Educate
Students with Disabilities

“We are committed to making
continual improvements in the
services we provide for our
children with special needs.”

— Claire Eberwein,
chairwoman of the Alexandria School Board

Ballot Fatigue
Should November voters be able to kill May elections? Or should

May voters be able to decide the fate of the city’s triennial spring-
time elections for City Council and School Board members? At this
point, council members are faced with more questions than an-
swers, and they need to find some solutions in the next month if
they want to radically transform the city’s electoral process any-
time soon.

The effort to fold city elections into the popular November ballot
began back in May 2006, when an uncontested mayor’s race
prompted a lackluster 20 percent of registered voters to the polls.
Some interpreted the low participation as a sign that May elec-
tions should be axed. After an advisory panel recommended against
making such a change, Councilman Justin Wilson floated a plan
to let November voters decide the issue in a referendum. But when
criticism emerged about the referendum being a fait accompli in
favor of killing the May elections, Councilman Rob Krupicka
offered a compromise that would present four interrelated ques-
tions to voters, asking them about everything from four-year terms
to staggered elections.

“These questions would be advisory and are designed to ensure
voters can select more than one choice,” Krupicka wrote in a May
9 memo to City Council members. “The proposed approach en-
ables us to determine if there is a strong sentiment in any direction
or whether the community is open to multiple options and there-
fore less passionate about changes.”

But the four-question plan met with resistance from members of
the Electoral Board, sending the reform effort back to the drawing
board.

“We are anticipating a record turnout with up to two-hour waits
possible in many polling places during peak hours,” wrote Elec-
toral Board Secretary Anna Leider in a May 13 letter. “Adding
four questions to the ballot will increase those waits significantly
and could cause voters to leave the polling place without casting a
vote.”

Administrative Oversight
Grant applications are a central feature to the flow of business at

City Hall, bringing needed funds for key programs with City Coun-
cil members considering each application before it’s submitted. At
least that’s how it’s supposed to work. Sometimes deadlines are
missed, though, and grants have to be submitted without approval.
Or they are considered with little oversight at the last minute.

Take, for example, a $450,000 grant application to the Virginia
Department of Criminal Justice Services. Due to an “administra-
tive oversight,” the Sheriff’s Office didn’t submit the docket item
for consideration before the April 11 deadline. Just as council mem-
bers were digesting that oversight, they voted on a last-minute
request from the Fire Department to approve a $130,000 grant.
The deadline for submitting that grant was May 15, and council
members considered it this week even though city officials received
notification of eligibility on April 14.

“I think one of the issues is our docket deadline had passed,”
said Deputy City Manager Michele Evans explaining why the
Fire Department grant hadn’t been considered at an earlier meet-
ing.

“That’s inexcusable,” responded Mayor Bill Euille. “We meet
every two weeks, and we should have gotten this two weeks ago.”

A Desirable Streetcar
The city’s new $1-million-a-year trolley service on King Street is

officially a smashing success, according to statistics compiled dur-
ing its first month of operation. During the first week, the service
had 8,000 boarders, exceeding the expectations of many planners
at City Hall. The next week, it had 9,000 riders. By the third week,
boarding had moved to a whopping 13,000 individuals. That ac-
counts for well more than 40,000 users during its first month of
operation in April.

“If you provide it,” quipped Councilman Ludwig Gaines dur-
ing Tuesday’s City Council meeting, “they will come.”

— Michael Lee Pope

Council Notebook



4  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  May 15-21, 2008

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

A
fter spending three
years as athletic direc-
tor at T.C. Williams
High School, former

Mayor Kerry Donley confirmed
this week that he will step down
from this current job at the end of
June to launch campaign for a seat
in the Virginia House of Delegates
in 2009. Donley, a former chair-
man of the Virginia Democratic
Party, will return to his old job as
vice president at Virginia Com-
merce Bank. The former mayor
said that he has enjoyed his time
as athletic director, but he feels
that his abilities would be better
suited to filling the seat vacated
by Del. Brian Moran (D-46), who
plans to launch a campaign for governor this sum-
mer.

“We’ve had some successes both on the court and
in the field of play,” said Donley, reflecting on his
time as athletic director. “We’ve had some district
championships, some regional championships and
some state championships. Those are some great ac-
complishments, and they will be some very happy
memories for me.”

Although membership in the House of Delegates
is considered a part-time job, with “citizen legisla-
tors” that are expected to have full-time jobs outside
of realm of politics, Donley said that the demands of
his current job would not allow him to be away ev-
ery January and February. His new role as vice presi-
dent for business development at Virginia Commerce
Bank, on the other hand, will provide the kind of
flexibility he would need to participate in General
Assembly sessions and election campaigns. Although
Donley said that he considered trying to keep his job
with the school system while launching a campaign
for the House of Delegates, he eventually decided
that trying to hold down both jobs in January and
February wasn’t realistic.

“That is a busy, busy time of year,” said Donley,
who has an $111,000 annual salary with the school
system. “It’s just not compatible with being a mem-
ber of the General Assembly.”

ALTHOUGH THE PRIMARY is more than a year
away, a potential race to succeed Moran has already
become a matter of speculation and interest. Donley’s
resignation from his job with the school system is an
indication that he is serious about running for the
seat, a determination that other potential candidates
will have to consider as they contemplate launching
campaigns of their own. Last month, Alexandria fam-
ily-law attorney Charniele Herring confirmed that
she is also interested in running for the open seat, a
race that could pit her directly against Donley in a
Democratic primary next summer.

“I’m strongly considering getting into the race,”
Herring said last month while preparing to host a
primary watching party at her house. “But I have yet
to make a firm decision.”

A Democratic primary between Donley and Her-

ring would offer a stark contrast to voters in terms
of biography. Donley is a white male with two de-
cades of experience in city politics, while Herring is
a young African-American female who is an up-and-
coming figure in the Democratic Party. Although
Donley offers an impressive resume, he has not been
on the ballot since 2000. Meanwhile, Herring has
been building her own resume as chairwoman of the
Commission for Women and deputy chair for pre-
cinct operations for the Alexandria Democratic Com-
mittee.

“If both of these fine people end up running for
this office, it cannot but help strengthen the base of
the Democratic Party in Alexandria said Susan
Kellom, chairwoman of the Alexandria Democratic
Committee. “But, in my opinion, it’s counter produc-
tive for us to be spending time and attention on 2009
when we have people to elect in 2008.”

SINCE LAST YEAR’S General Assembly election,
Democrats have been feeling increasingly optimistic
about their prospects of taking power from the Re-
publicans in the House of Delegates. Since 2000,
when Democrats held no statewide offices, the Demo-
cratic Party has elected two governors and a United
States senator. In 2007, they took control of the Vir-
ginia Senate and gained four seats in the House of
Delegates. Donley said that he is encouraged by re-
cent electoral trends, and he feels his experience as
a member of City Council and mayor would give him
a platform to advocate for local control.

“Someone who with experience at the local gov-
ernment level would have known that a commission
doesn’t necessarily have taxing authority,” said
Donley, referring to the Virginia Supreme Court de-
cision invalidating the taxing authority of the North-
ern Virginia Transportation Authority. “Voters want
a government that is going to take action, and they
are tired of bickering between Democrats and Re-
publicans in Richmond.”

“We’ve had some successes
both on the court and in the
field of play.”

— Kerry Donley

Tierra Ruffin-Pratt  receives an award from Kerry
Donley.

File Photo

Trading T.C. for State
Election 2009

Kerry Donley to resign as athletic director to launch a
campaign for the House of Delegates.

Chardonnay Liberals
What do Democrats like to drink? It’s an age-old question that’s

given rise to the expression “Chardonnay liberals” as a demo-
graphic shorthand for a Democratic Party that is often viewed as
somewhat elite. It’s a perspective that was bolstered by the sales
tally at the Carlyle Club last week when former Democratic Gov.
Mark Warner launched his campaign for the United States Sen-
ate. The two-hour event packed the club with about 500 support-
ers, a capacity crowd that had Democrats standing shoulder-to-
shoulder in the 7,654 square-foot venue. According to Brennan
Reilly, owner of the Carlyle Club, sales receipts for the evening
indicated he sold 220 glasses of wine, 50 glasses of draft beer and
30 liquor drinks.

“It was definitely a wine-drinking crowd, especially white wine,”
said Reilly, adding that white wine accounted for two-thirds of
the wine sales. “We probably would have sold more if it wasn’t so
crowded.”

Lunch Bomb
Republican presidential candidate U.S. Rep Ron Paul (R-Texas)

made fundraising history last year by conducting two “money
bomb” events in which large amounts of cash were raised in brief
periods of time. The first, held on Nov. 5 in celebration of Guy
Fawkes Day, raised $4.3 million. The second was on Dec. 16,
chosen because it was the anniversary of the Boston Tea Party.
That was when Paul raised $6 million, widely believed to be the
single largest one-day fundraiser in political history.

Now, Republican hopeful Amit Singh plans to replicate that
success with a “lunch bomb” event on May 15. Singh, who owns a
small engineering firm, will face financial consultant Mark
Ellmore in the June 10 Republican primary for Virginia’s eighth
congressional district, currently held by U.S. Rep. Jim Moran
(D-8).  Singh’s campaign launched “lunchbomb.com” in support
of the one-day fundraiser, asking supporters to pledge their lunch
money, calculated at $10. In a YouTube video featuring the offi-
cial endorsement, Paul and Singh are shown debating what to eat
for lunch. The Web site includes a drop down menu where “lunch
bomb” participants can choose which cuisine the candidates should
eat, everything from poached egg to turducken.

“You want to grab some Tex Mex?” Singh asks Paul in the video.
“I never heard of such a thing,” said Paul, hamming it up for the

camera. “I’m not too familiar with Indian food. Are you familiar
with that at all?”

“Let’s try Italian,” Singh responds.

One Stop for Business
Although he hasn’t officially announced his campaign for gov-

ernor, Del. Brian Moran (D-46) is already laying out a pro-busi-
ness platform to appeal to voters across Virginia. This week, Moran
announced the launch of Business One Stop Portal, an electronic
clearinghouse of resources for starting a new business. The launch
of the Web site, business.virginia.gov, was timed to be part of
Business Appreciation Week.

“It can take weeks to collect all of the information and paper-
work to start a business in Virginia,” said Moran in a written state-
ment announcing the new portal. “New businesses will form the
foundation of our economic recovery, so I’ve worked hard to
streamline government and make it easier for small businesses to
get their start.”

The portal, created in the 2007 General Assembly session with
unanimous support, establishes a “one-stop” permitting process
for small businesses. The program will be administered by a busi-
ness registration and permitting center in the Department of Busi-
ness Assistance. Businesses with fewer than 250 employees will
be able to complete a master application online to register their
businesses with the state.

“This is one of the best resources the commonwealth has ever
produced for helping its new and existing small businesses,” said
Julia Ciarlo Hammond, Virginia director of the National Fed-
eration of Independent Businesses. “This new site will save count-
less hours of legwork for potential business owners and existing
companies.”

— Michael Lee Pope

       On the Campaign Trail
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Alexandria Police Foundation
4th Annual

Backyard BBQ & Auction
Sunday, June 1, 2008

4:30–7:30 p.m.
$75 per person

Sponsors:
Alexandria K-9s Top Dogs
Alexandria Gazette Packet Burke & Herbert Bank
Belmont, Inc. & Trust
McLaughlin Ryder Investments
Meetings & Events of Distinction
Anne Best Rector
Renner & Co. CPA

Order tickets by sending your check to:
Alexandria Police Foundation

c/o C.K. Collum, Burke & Herbert Bank
PO Box 268

Alexandria, VA 22314

See Peter H. Smith,  Page 30

Obituary

P
eter H. Smith, PhD., 62,

died  in his sleep of chronic
pulmonary disease at his home in

Alexandria on May 9, 2008. For the past 17
years he has served as the principal staff of
the Historic Preservation Section, Alexan-
dria Department of Planning & Zoning,
Board of Architectural Review.

Prior to joining Alexandria City govern-
ment Smith was a private consultant in pres-
ervation real estate projects and design
competitions.

He served as a staff member at the De-
sign Arts Program of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation, the Subcommittee on
Historic Preservation of the U. S. House of
Representatives, and the National Trust for
Historic Preservation.

As one of the founders, in 1971, of “Don’t
Tear It Down,” an innovative community
group dedicated to preserving Washington’s
built environment, now called the D.C. Pres-
ervation League, Smith, along with his
former wife Leila Smith, was named a Wash-
ingtonian of the Year by Washingtonian
Magazine for “saving the Old Post Office
Building.”

In October 2007 he was honored by the
Virginia Chapter of the American Institute
of Architects for his “significant contribu-
tions to the Field of Architecture as an Al-
lied Professional.” In presenting the award

to Smith the organization noted, “This
award is a reminder that you don’t have to
have a degree in architecture to care deeply
about the built environment.”

They also stated, “In particular we thank
him for his volunteer work for the Chapter,
creating and leading our very popular walk-

ing tours of Old Town over the past 10
years during Virginia Architecture Week
and the tremendous job curating Glenn
Brown, AIA: An Alexandria Architect’s
Monumental Vision, the exhibit and lec-
ture at The Alexandria Lyceum.”

A native of Jamestown, NY, Smith had

lived in the Washington area for 40 years.
He earned his doctorate in American Stud-
ies from George Washington University and
his Master’s Degree from the State Univer-
sity of New York, Cooperstown Graduate
Program, in History Museum Management
and American Folklife. He received his un-
dergraduate Bachelor of Arts Degree in His-
tory at St. Lawrence University.

Among his many writings, Smith was the
author of “Design Guidelines for the Old and
Historic District and Parker-Gray District of
Alexandria (1993); Women’s Rights Na-
tional Historical Park Design Competition
Program (1987); and co-authored New
Construction for Older Buildings with Pe-
ter Smeallie (1990).

He also compiled Building 18th Century
Alexandria Database which contains all
18th century newspaper references to build-
ings and their trades. He authored numer-
ous articles on architecture and preserva-
tion in Alexandria.

In 1995 Smith assisted Al Cox, Code En-
forcement Architect, in the preparation of
the report “100 Year Old Buildings,” out-
side the City’s historic preservation districts.
In 1996 Smith organized a year long lec-
ture series sponsored by the Alexandria
Historical Society to celebrate the 50th An-
niversary of the Board of Architectural Re

Peter H. Smith

Peter H. Smith, Architectural Historian, Dies
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A
 native of Atlanta,
Cecile Marsh has
lived in Alexandria with

her family since 1998. She at-
tended Ramsay Elementary
School and Jefferson-Houston
Academy for the Arts and Aca-
demics before going to
Hammond Middle School. She
is currently a ninth-grade stu-
dent at Minnie Howard School
and the editor of the student
newspaper, Oculus.

Why are you interested in
journalism?

The feeling of providing
people with information. It’s
great to be able to tell people what’s hap-
pening the world. Maybe this could be
valuable to them. There are so many
people who are unfortunate to not know
stuff. You come into this world not know-
ing what’s happening, and you want to
learn. What better way to do that than
through a newspaper?

What’s the best story you’ve cov-
ered?

We had a fire at Minnie Howard that
started in the boys bathroom stall when

tissue caught fire, and there are four sus-
pects so far. Students mostly believing in
the “no-snitch code,” so nobody is talking.
We know that one of students didn’t do it,
but the other students are still in question.
After the fire drill went off, students were
in the parking lot an hour, and some of
the students were running around playing.
One of my friends got injured. They
weren’t listening, and it was just chaotic. I
co-wrote the story with my friend, Tamara.
We talked to teachers and students, and
we basically asked them what happened

and how they felt about it.
Tamara had the idea to call it a
“riot” because everybody was
screaming and panicking. So
the headline we had on it was
“Fire Causes Riot.”

What do you like to read?
Of course, I like to read the

Gazette Packet. But I also like to
read the Washington Post every
day and the New York Times
online. I also like fashion maga-
zines like Seventeen, Elle and
Harper’s Bazaar. In terms of
books I like historical nonfiction,
science fiction and fantasy. I
would say that I read more than
the average teenager.

Why?
Reading is like escaping from the world.

When you don’t want to deal with anybody
you can pull up a book and start reading.
And when you don’t think your life is all
that exciting you can pull up a book. Read-
ing a newspaper is different. When I read a
newspaper I feel like I’m keeping myself up-
dated.

What do you hope to do after you
graduate high school?

Hopefully go to Columbia University and
major in journalism. I want to be the first

person to get to a story and then be able to
tell people what’s happened and why it’s
happened. My dad says that it’s because I’m
nosy. I guess I want to know things about
everybody. If you say something wrong
about somebody, I want to be the person to
correct you and tell you what really hap-
pened and how it happened.

What’s your favorite movie?
“The Notebook.” Every time when I watch

it, there’s something I haven’t seen before.

What’s your favorite book?
“Lucas” by Kevin Brooks. It’s about this

girl who was living a regular life until this
boy came and changed everything around.
She tries to find out stuff about him while
he’s trying to find out about himself. I like
how the author goes into depth with the
characters and gives them several different
perspectives.

What is the future for newspapers?
The future newspapers won’t be on pa-

per. They will be on computers, and they
will be faster. It will be less stressful because
you won’t have to worry about newspaper
layout. Everything will be basically online
graphic design, which I find easier. You don’t
have to worry about grayscale. Right now,
everybody is putting news online. Pretty
soon, people will become less dependent
on paper.

Getting to Know … Cecile Marsh

Cecile Marsh

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

S
peaking from the pulpit of Christ
Church earlier this week, the Right
Reverend Jack Nicholls recounted
a recent sleepless night he spent

near Oxford. Nicholls, who is the Anglican
bishop of Sheffield in England, was lying
awake wondering about what he would say
in a sermon to a group of nuns when his
bed collapsed. The bishop found a stack of
books to prop the bed up, but one book was
left over. He began leafing through its pages
to find that it was a collection of religious
icons. One that caught his eye showed
Jesus, Mary and John the Baptist praying
for all the souls in hell.

“In other words, they never give up on
anyone,” the bishop said. “And I’m proud
to belong to an order that never gives up
on anyone.”

Nicholls was speaking to a group of in-
ternational travelers whose annual grand
council is meeting in Alexandria this week,
with scheduled trips to Christ Church, the
Decatur House, Mount Vernon and Gadsby’s

Tavern. They belong to the Order of St.
John, a 1,000 year old organization offi-
cially known as the “Most Venerable Order
of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem”
because it oversees an eye hospital in the
West Bank. The annual meeting takes place
in a different country ever year, with the
American priory hosting this year’s council
here in Alexandria.

“This is an organization that serves those
in need regardless of their ability to pay,”
said Marshall Acuff, a Richmond resident
who will be installed as the leader of the
American priory in November. “And it has
tremendous respect in the region, from both
Israelis and Palestinians.”

LEADERS OF THE international organi-
zation say that their hospital, which treats
Palestinians with eye problems, serves a
community that has nowhere else to turn.
Because of the frequent violent clashes in
the Middle East, they say, many Palestin-
ians need treatment for wounds to their
eyes. Yet without St. John’s Hospital on the
West Bank, founded in 1882, they would
suffer without treatment. According to Tony

Chingnell, who oversees Jerusalem hos-
pital, day-to-day functioning of the op-
eration is entirely dependent on support
from the Order of St. John.

“The Israelis have their own services,
which do not serve Palestinians,” he said.
“So the Palestinians have nowhere else to
turn.”

The annual meeting is a time for the
group to accomplish some organizational
goals, such as maintaining a leadership
structure and planning for future meetings.
But it’s also a time for the order’s members

International order will spend the week in
Alexandria for their annual meeting.

Marshall Acuff

Millennial Order

“This is an organization
that serves those in need
regardless of their ability
to pay. And it has
tremendous respect in the
region, from both Israelis
and Palestinians.”
— Marshall Acuff, a Richmond resident

who will be installed as the leader of the
American priory in November

to accomplish some strategic plan-
ning for the future. According to Tony
Mellows, vice lord prior for the or-
der, the mission of the group is much
larger than helping Palestinians with
eye problems.

“I’d like to see us combine health
delivery with a reconciliation of the
people,” said Mellows over a glass of
red wine during a Monday night re-
ception. “That can be accomplished
by demonstrating that we are not a
threat to anyone and we have no po-
litical or ulterior motivation.”
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Prefinished Flooring

On Sale

National Karastan Month

w w w. p a r k c a r p e t . c o m

Arlington Sterling
4748 Lee Highway 45690 Elmwood Ct
703-524-7275 703-444-9906

Lowest Prices of the YearLowest Prices of the Year

To honor dad on Father’s Day, send
us your favorite snapshots of you with your
dad and The Gazette will publish them in
our Father’s Day issue. Be sure to include
some information about what’s going on in
the photo, plus your name and phone
number and town of residence. To e-mail
digital photos, send to:

PhotoAX@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:
The Alexandria Gazette Packet,

“Me and My Dad Photo Gallery,”
1604 King St. • Alexandria, VA 22314
Photo prints will be returned to you if

you include a stamped, self-addressed
envelope, but please don’t send us anything
irreplaceable.

“Me and My Dad”

320 King Street,
Old Town Alexandria

Mon.-Sat. 10am-5:30pm
Sun 12pm-5pm

CLOSING

S•A•L•E

25%
40%

Off Herend

Off All Other

Merchandise

703-548-4543

Wilfred-Rodgers

Profile

From Page 1

many friendships over the past two years,” Vela
said.

“These past two years have offered a wide array of
challenges and exciting experiences — everything
from Jones Point Park to Dyke Marsh to the P.O. Box
1142 reunions of those who served at the secretive
prisoner of war center at Fort Hunt Park during World
War II,” he said.

“I also want to assure everyone that there will be
continuity in this position. Deputy Superintendent
Jon James will become the new acting superinten-
dent for the George Washington Memorial Parkway.
He also served in that capacity after Audrey Calhoun
retired and before I arrived,” Vela said.

“Jon has been my right hand and is keenly aware
of all the various events that have taken place over
the last several years. There will be uniformity and
continuity with all the projects, including Jones Point
Park,” Vela emphasized.

“My promotion will have no impact on the plans
for the development of Jones Point Park. We are pres-
ently working on the design for the park, which is
60 percent to 65 percent complete. For all intensive
purposes we are done with the configuration for
Jones Point Park,” he said.

James, a graduate of the College of William and
Mary in Williamsburg, holds a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in American History. Originally from western
Missouri, he has been with the National Park Ser-
vice for over 32 years, serving in 11 areas.

A 17 YEAR VETERAN of the Park, Vela began his
career in 1981 as a Cooperative Education Student
at San Antonio Missions Historical Park. Upon
completion of that program he became a permanent
Park Ranger.

He first came to Virginia when he was transferred
to Appomattox Court House National Historical park
in 1984 to serve as a Supervisory Park Ranger. In
1986, he moved to Independence National park in
Philadelphia, Pa., where he served as a District
Ranger.

Vela interrupted his NPS career from 1987 to 1998
when he resigned to work as a Special Agent with
the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services,
Office of Inspector General, performing white-collar
criminal investigations in New York and New Jersey.
He also served as a special assistant for Hispanic Af-
fairs to the late U. S. Rep. Mickey Leland.

A native of Wharton, Texas, Vela was appointed as
the Director of the Texas Child Support Program by
the Texas Attorney General in 1996. In that role he
was responsible for a statewide operation consisting

of over 70 field offices with 2,400 employees.
Vela return to the park service in 1998 as the Su-

perintendent of Palo Alto Battlefield National His-
toric Site located in Brownsville, Texas. In 2002, he
was appointed the NPS’s Texas State Coordinator for
the Intermountain Region. He also performed detail
assignments in the Office of the Director, and served
as Acting Deputy Director, Southeast Region.

Vela holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Recre-
ation and Parks from Texas A&M University. He is
also a graduate of the U.S. Department of Interior
Senior Executive Service Program and holds awards
and citations for exemplary service in the both the
park service and for his “outstanding contributions
to our nation’s children.”

He was recognized by his alma mater, Texas A&M,
in 2008 with The Leslie M. Reid Alumni Award For
Outstanding Contributions to the Field of Recreation,
Parks, or Tourism by a graduate of the Department
of Recreation, Parks & Tourism Sciences at the Uni-
versity.

Vela is married to his high school sweetheart, Me-
lissa, who also happens to be a graduate of Texas
A&M University. They have two children, Christina,
another A&M graduate, and Anthony, a sophomore
at A&M and a member of the football team.

Vela Promoted To Regional Director

David Vela
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I
t’s possible that it happened on Earth
Day, but it was definitely sometime
within a week of that day.

The Virginia Department of Trans-
portation, without notice, bulldozed more
than five acres of trees in at least three lo-
cations as part of preliminary work on wid-
ening the beltway for HOT lanes.

These trees were cleared in
McLean, Tysons Corner and Spring-
field.

Apparently these trees were clear cut in
order to make way for “staging areas,” that
is to say a place to park their equipment.

It’s an example of the kind of reasoning
that takes place at VDOT, and apparently
there is more of it to come.

“The construction is going to start by us
tearing down trees,” said Nick Nicholson of
VDOT at a public meeting about the HOT
Lanes on April 30.

There is no shortage of parking lots any-
where around the Beltway. With a little cre-
ativity, and a little notice, VDOT could prob-
ably have leased an already-paved “staging
area.” The loss of the trees is no small thing,
especially in consideration of widening a
road like the Beltway.

A single tree with a 26-foot
canopy can absorb the emissions of
a vehicle driven 11,500 miles every
year. Or so said Fairfax County offi-

cials in October 2007 when they launched
the laudable goal of blanketing 45 percent
of the county with tree cover by 2037. The
county will plant 400 trees a year on county
property to reduce pollution and energy
costs.

Too bad the county apparently has no say
on what VDOT does with property it “owns.”
VDOT officials should realize that property
“owned by VDOT” actually belongs to the

residents of Virginia. The tree cutting last
month for “staging areas” probably set
Fairfax County’s efforts back by more than
a year. And we’ll note again that VDOT says
there’s more to come.

“We have held meetings five times in
McLean and each time we mentioned the
staging area. Did we say we would be clear-
ing trees to construct that staging area? No,”
Nicholson admitted.

Those trees would also have had the ef-
fect of buffering residential and business
areas from the noise and view of the
Beltway traffic and construction. Three
acres alone were across from a middle
school, where the trees could have helped
clean the air from hundreds of thousands
of vehicles a day passing by on the
Beltway.

The additional tree canopy envisioned in
Fairfax would have the capacity to absorb

Taking down acres of trees with
no warning and no good reason.Trouble with VDOT

more than 10 million pounds of carbon di-
oxide annually, which could eliminate the
need for $1 million in greenhouse gas re-
duction services each year.

VDOT officials should undertake an im-
mediate analysis of the way it operates. It
must communicate better with local officials
and residents. And it must realize that trees
have value and take steps to preserve them
whenever possible. Even if these sites were
the only possible “staging areas,” which we
do not believe, at least a ring of trees should
have been left around the perimeter to act
as a buffer.

Construction for the “high occupancy toll
lanes” is under way. We can only imagine
what surprises lay ahead.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com,

703-917-6416

Editorial

Letters to the Editor

Restoring
Fort Ward
To the Editor:

We appreciate the feature about
the Defenses of Washington and
in particular, Fort Ward. However,
it incorrectly states that Fort Ward
was reconstructed in the “1970s
in advance of America’s centennial
celebration.” In fact, it was ac-
quired and restored by the City of
Alexandria in the early 1960s to
commemorate the Civil War cen-
tennial.

In 1961, to commemorate the
Civil War Centennial, the City of
Alexandria undertook the partial
restoration and preservation of
Fort Ward. An archaeologist and
historian were hired to ensure that
the project was completed accord-
ing to professional standards. The
Northwest Bastion was selected
for restoration while the extant
walls were preserved. The ar-
chaeological field work continued
through 1962, when the actual
restoration work began. The goal
was to utilize authentic material
to return the Northwest Bastion of
the fort to its 1864 appearance,
including the cannons. The weap-

ons were manufactured based
upon the 1864 table of armament
for the fort. The fort, museum and
park opened to the public on May
30, 1964. The U.S. Civil War Cen-
tennial Commission recognized
the City for outstanding achieve-
ment for its restoration of Fort War.
Fort Ward has been cited as the
best Civil War restoration/preser-
vation project in the mid-Atlantic
region, as well as the flagship of
the Defenses of Washington.

Amy Bertsch
Office of Historic Alexandria

Chamber
Commends City
To the Editor:

The Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce commends the efforts
of the City

Manager City Staff and the City
Council for their efforts to keep tax
rates low for Alexandrians. Hold-
ing the budget increase to less than
5 percent while still funding im-
portant initiatives such as eco-
nomic development is testimony
to their commitment to the City’s

present needs and future objec-
tives.

In particular we applaud the
City for keeping the commercial
property

real estate tax rate at the same
rate as that of the residential prop-
erty tax, which we concur will
serve as an economic stimulus in
times of an overall economic
downturn. By being as much as
15% to 22% lower in taxes than
surrounding jurisdictions, business
retention and recruitment will
surely benefit from Alexandria’s
sound investment in the City’s eco-
nomic sustainability.

The budget supports programs
such as the new King Street trol-
ley,  a new

regional marketing initiative,
additional funding for the Small
Business

Development Center, land use
planning as well as transportation
and parking planning. We also
applaud the Managing for Results
Initiative to reward performance
of City employees, and the City’s
consideration of both impact and
return on investment when evalu-
ating programs and services.

The loss of $16 million in North-

ern Virginia Transportation Au-
thority funding to support City
projects presented the City with an
enormous challenge in FY 2009
ultimately resulting in an increase
in the restaurant meals tax and in
the hotel occupancy tax from 5.5%
to 6.5% which while not desirable
may have been the City’s “neces-
sary evil” to achieve an overall
stable tax rate.  It will be impor-
tant for the City to monitor com-
parable tax rates in neighboring
jurisdictions to ensure that it does
not over-tax this industry, thereby
creating a future competitive dis-
advantage for Alexandria’s hotels
and restaurants.

In times of challenge, leaders
must identify bold opportunities.
This is Alexandria’s opportunity to
re-establish itself as a thriving
commercial center for not just
tourism, but for retail, office, fi-
nancial and educational institu-
tions.  Standing alone in opposi-
tion to the commercial add-on tax,
if marketed properly, will attract
new business to our City. In turn,
this will, build the economic base

See Letters,  Page 37

Listen to the
Mockingbird

Spring arrives amazing in
the marsh

It comes in a rush and
rushes

Rise to meet the blazing
sun,

Loft,  blaise and gazing,
that one —

The mockingbird —
seizes scraps,

Songs and things heard,
bits bending

On the wind to his
hearing,  sending

Them aloft again,  lilting
to the ear, while

Zeal unbounded tilts the
singer,

Springing him into
Spring’s air

As if sheer delight
beyond our ken

Flings him there, again
and again

To testify to Spring, to
sing.
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Open  9-7 7 Days

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, VA
CravensNursery.com
2 miles west of I-495
on Rt. 50(Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025

25% OFF
ALL TREES &

SHRUBS

40-75% OFF
All Pottery

2 Buildings Full
50% OFF ALL
PLASTIC POTS

patios, walls
walkways

paver driveways
and so much more.

Baskets, Fountains,
Benches, Statuary,

Bonsai, Orchids
J&P Boxed Roses

NEW SHIPMENTS
Tropicals,

Annuals, Bulbs
Vegetable Plants

Fruit Trees & Bushes
154 Varieties of Herbs

Hardwood Mulch 3 cu. ft. .............................$2.99

Topsoil 40 lb. bag ........................................$1.99

Impatiens 4”...$1.29

   weekly special

KNOWN FOR QUALITY & REPUTABLE WORK

SATISFYING CUSTOMERS FOR OVER 15 YEARS
• Residential & Commercial • Asphalt Driveways • Concrete Driveways • Parking Lots

• Patchwork/Repairs • Crack Seal/Repair • Stripping • New Construction
• Property Maintenance • 1-Year Warranty • Free Estimate

• Second Generation Family Owned/Operated • Licensed/Insured
• VA Class A Contractor

KATHMAR ASPHALT CONSTRUCTION
Office: 703-370-3737 Mobile: 703-910-0083

Serving All of Northern Virginia

Christine Candio, CEO

Inova Alexandria Hospital

R
ight now, someone in
America is experiencing
a momentous event. This
event is so life-altering

that they are unable to put their feel-
ings into words. They are weak and
what is happening is overwhelming
their entire body.

What is this person experiencing?
Is it the birth of a child, their wed-
ding day or a graduation? Surpris-
ingly what is being experienced is a
stroke, the third leading cause of
death for Americans and the number
one cause of disability in adults.

A stroke is a blood clot that blocks an artery or
vessel, interrupting blood flow to an area of the brain.
When blood flow to the brain is blocked brain dam-
age can occur and abilities such as speech or move-
ment may be lost.

A stroke is a very frightening event for the person
experiencing it and for their family.

Here at Inova Alexandria Hospital our commitment
to quality care makes us one of the best places in the
region to receive stroke treatment. To further dem-
onstrate our commitment, we will be holding free
stroke screenings for the public on May 19 from 8
a.m. to noon near the main visitor’s entrance.

The Joint Commission, the accrediting organiza-
tion for all the nation’s hospitals, designated the
hospital as a Primary Stroke Center. Last May, our
states’ Senate and House of Delegates recognized the
hospital for outstanding stroke care and this sum-
mer the American Heart Association and the Ameri-
can Stroke Association will recognize the hospital
for prestigious performance in stroke care in the July
issue of U.S. News and World Report. These awards
are a testament to the commitment we have to our
community to provide the expertise and quality

needed to overcome this life-chang-
ing event.

Nearly 80% of all strokes are pre-
ventable according to the National
Stroke Association. Some tips to dis-
cuss with your physician about how
to best prevent a stroke are: know
your blood pressure numbers. If the
numbers are elevated, work with your
physician to lower those numbers.
Find out if you have an irregular heart
beat. Blood not moving through the
body has a greater chance of turning
into a clot, resulting in a stroke. Stop
smoking. If you drink alcohol, do so
in moderation, it can lower your risk
of having a stroke by half. Manage

your cholesterol levels. Having diabetes increases the
risk of having a stroke. Exercise. The benefits of ex-
ercising go beyond reducing the risk of one health
issue. I personally have a habit of taking a brisk walk
each day. Reduce sodium and fat in your diet. If you
have problems with circulation, speak with your phy-
sician about ways to improve circulation. The most
important tip of all is act fast if you develop stroke
symptoms, which include numbness, weakness,
trouble speaking, walking, seeing, or a severe head-
ache. Do not hesitate to seek medical attention. Our
city’s emergency medical services will provide im-
mediate assistance.  According to the American Heart
Association, about 700,000 Americans suffer a new
or recurrent stroke each year. In Virginia, stroke
causes about 3,000 deaths each year.

Our community can be assured that if they are a
victim of a stroke, Inova Alexandria Hospital has a
commitment to exceptional stroke care and is one of
the best places in the region to receive care.

For more information about the warning signs of
stroke, contact Inova Alexandria Hospitals’ Neurovas-
cular Care Unit at 703-504-3650 or visit
www.inova.org/stroke.

Providing Quality Stroke Care
Commentary

By Councilmember Tim Lovain

I
s it time to “bag” the plastic bag?  Alexandria
should be a leader in one important way to clean
up our environment and reduce greenhouse

gases—reducing our dependence on the ubiquitous
plastic bag.

Every year, between 500 billion and 1 trillion plas-
tic bags are used worldwide.  In the United States,
over 100 billion plastic bags are thrown away every
year, the equivalent of dumping 12 million barrels
of oil.  Only one percent of plastic bags are recycled
worldwide (2 percent in the U.S.).  The rest end up
in landfills, where they take 1000 years to decom-
pose, in our streams and oceans, where they kill mil-
lions of marine animals annually, or up in our trees
(check out www.bagsintrees.com for photographs
just of plastic bags in trees in Baltimore).

In the Northern Pacific Gyre, a vortex of ocean
currents 800 miles north of Hawaii, scientists have
discovered the “Eastern Garbage Patch”, an area
twice the size of Texas, filled with 3.5 million tons of
trash, mostly plastic, that wasn’t there 50 years ago.
There is six times as much plastic as biomass in the
gyre, which is a death zone for marine mammals and
birds.

Plastic bags have been found to leak color addi-

tives, including lead, into food.  They block drains
and sewer systems, choke plants, reroute streams and
spread malaria through standing water.  And they
cost retailers about $4 billion a year.

Efforts have sprung up around the world to limit
or ban the use of plastic bags.  Several African coun-
tries and China have banned the flimsiest bags.  Many
countries have imposed fees for use of each bag.
Small towns like Modbury, England and Leaf Rap-
ids, Manitoba banned them entirely, and San Fran-
cisco became the first U.S. city to ban them last year.

Over the past year, many American cities have
passed or considered measures short of a total ban.
Several cities have imposed fees on their use.  New
York City requires large stores and retail chains to
recycle them.  Oakland banned them in stores with
sales of more than $1 million annually.

Several enlightened retailers have taken aggres-
sive actions on their own.  As of Earth Day, Whole
Foods no longer offers plastic bags, but only recycled
paper bags and reusable bags for sale.  On October
1, IKEA will no longer offer either plastic or paper
bags to customers.  (Unrecycled paper bags require
more energy to produce than plastic bags and don’t
degrade that well in landfills either.)  Safeway en

Bag the Plastic Bag?

See Bag,  Page 37

Christine Candio
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Community

Celebrating Cinco de Mayo

The tenth annual Fiesta Cinco de Mayo was celebrated
on Wednesday, May 7 at Jack Taylor’s  Alexandria
Toyota to benefit the Arlandria Health Center.

Jack and Jody Housenger with Carlos Cornelio

Ronald Rios and Karen
Aguillar of y2salsa dance
studio.

Don Abrams, Councilmember Tim Lovaine and William V.
Brierre, Jr.

Nora and John Partlow.

Corporate sponsor Jack Taylor and co-chair
Susan Leavitt

Corporate sponsor Vito Germinario, co-chair Pam
Cornelio and ANHSI Executive Director Kristin Langlykke,
RN,MSN.

Currie Smith and
Molly Abraham

Laura Wimpe, Vito
Germinario and Terri
DeWitt.

Photos by Louise Krafft/

Gazette Packet
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Life

Scholarship Fund
Hosts Fundraiser

The Scholarship Fund of Alexandria held its
annual gala at the Hilton Mark Center.

Congressman
Jim Moran
with his
daughter
Dorothy joins
the other
guests at
Hilton Mark
Center.

Mayor Euille enjoys a joke with Dwight Dunton and Heath Wilkenson.

Former Governor
Mark Warner joins

in the festivities
at the annual

Scholarship Fund
Gala.

Emily Porterfield and Angela
Welsh

Former Alexandria
Public School

Superintendent
Rebecca Perry is

greeted by Liz
Sinclair.

George and Martha Sawyer

Julie Carey and
her husband
Michael Tackett
look over the
silent auction
tables.

Photos by Louise

Krafft/Gazette

Packet



14  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  May 15-21, 2008

Puppy Dog Tales

By Daisy Mae Del Ray

A
s a seizure alert dog, I am able
to go anywhere my person does.
Federal and state laws give me
permission to do that. My per-

son and I must follow all the rules of good
behavior when I go into someone’s place of
business and so I have been taught how to
sit quietly, not to make any noise and to be
as unobtrusive as possible when I am
around people, especially inside. My edu-
cation in good citizenship helps me do my
job better. For you non-working pets, a good
education still does matter. It can lead to
an opportunity. My new pal Maggie Mae
found that out last month. I met Maggie
Mae and her person, Sharon Edwards, as I
was leaving work to go home. Maggie is a
Yorkshire Terrier, about six months of age
and about knee high to me. Sharon and
Maggie Mae were walking in search of dogs
to meet and they stopped to talk to me and
my person. Maggie Mae had just been ac-
cepted by the Animal Planet Television
Channel to participate in Puppy Games
2008. (This is like the Puppy Bowl program
that I’ve seen at football game half-times).
One of the requirements for being a par-
ticipant was to be comfortable around other
dogs and so Maggie Mae was meeting other
dogs. I wished her luck and Sharon prom-
ised to let me know how the taping went.

While waiting to hear from Maggie and
Sharon we did a little research on the origi-
nal show, Puppy Bowl, which first aired in
2005,  is one of Animal Planet’s most popu-
lar shows and that doesn’t surprise me. I
could spend hours watching puppies just
be puppies. There is a youth requirement,
which makes sense because the program is
called “puppy:” Olympics and a size limita-
tion for the smaller participants. There is
also a height and weight requirement so a
photo is requested with the applicant stand-
ing or seated next to a soda can. That is
why the accompanying photo of Maggie
Mae shows her sitting beside a soda can.

 Finally I got the call. Maggie Mae and
Sharon went to the taping and were ready
to sit down and talk about their brush with
show business. “What a long, exciting day”,
Sharon told us. “We humans were not al-
lowed in the studio for most of the shoot,
but we were able to come in a couple of
times. Maggie was very good and we had
fun. The other pet owners were so nice and
we humans were fed very well so it was a
long day but fun for all.”

 All the participants were told in advance
that they needed to be on their best behav-
ior. Sharon told Maggie Mae that she was
going to be on TV. “We practiced fetch and
dancing and her sit and ringing the bell to
go outside. When we got there her Positive
Training helped her interact with the set and
the other pups” she told me. Maggie Mae
would not have even heard about the pro-
gram if her trainer Sandy Modell had not
seen something very special in her apt pu-
pil and recommended that she try out for
the role.

We talked to Sandy Modell who is the

owner of
Who l i s t i c
Hound and
Maggie and
S h a r o n ’ s
t r a i n e r .
Sandy rec-
ommended
that Maggie
Mae try out
for this
part. “She is
an adorable
and very
smart little
girl. She is a
quick learner and I just knew that she would
do great if she was selected to participate
in this event. And, she was!” Sandy teaches
owners and pets to be better companions
through a joint education process that uses
reward based training and positive rein-
forcement. “It teaches you and your dog
how to communicate with each other and
heightens your dogs thinking capabilities”
Sandy said. “By training your dog using
positive reinforcement techniques, you can
build a wonderful, loving, and fun relation-
ship with your dog by teaching them good
behaviors and to communicate with you and
learn what is expected of them in the home
and in the community.”

Now we wait to see the program in Au-
gust. I will let you know when it is set to air
and how much of Maggie Mae you will see.
Melissa Barry is with Animal Planet so we
talked to her about the show. “We haven’t
reviewed all the tape from the shoot so we
won’t know until the end of May how much
you will see of Maggie Mae when the show
airs in August” she told me. Cross your
paws. We will get back to you with more
details as we get them.

So the story here is to get a good educa-
tion. If Maggie Mae’s person Sharon had
not sought training, she would never have
heard about Puppy Games 2008. There are
many sources and places for training here
in Alexandria. One example: The All Alex-
andria Reads Program, hosted by the Alex-
andria Library will have a demonstration
of Clicker Training at the Duncan Library
on May 17th at 10:am. Also, the City of Al-
exandria offers positive reinforcement train-
ing classes. The next group class begins on
June 21st at the Warwick Village Club
House.

After our interview, I got an e-mail from
Sharon that I want to share with you my
gentle readers. “Maggie has brought me so
much comfort in my grief over Maxwell
Smart. Maxwell Smart was very well known
around the coffee shops and streets of Del
Ray. Many people stopped me on the street
and came by the house to offer their con-
dolences. This is the way the residents of
Del Ray are. It was heartwarming and a
blessing to be living in such a caring com-
munity. I hope you add some of this to your
article. Thanks”

Thank you! Sharon and Maggie Mae
Keep you feet dry and your tail high.

Love, Daisy Mae

Good Education Matters

Maggie Mae
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ALEXANDRIA PAINT CO.......................703-379-5800
ALEXANDRIA PASTRY..................................703-578-4144
ALEXANDRIA PHOTO & DIGITAL.............703-379-6206
ALL AROUND ART..............................703-379-9800
ATLANTIS PIZZA.................................703-671-0250
B & C JEWELERS ................................703-379-6010
BANNERS HALLMARK..........................703-820-4449
BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO ......................... 703-820-8820
BLUE RIBBON DRY CLEANING..............703-998-5118
BRADLEE BARBER SHOP ...................... 703-998-9830

BRADLEE DENTAL CARE.......................703-820-2273
BRADLEE FLORIST...............................703-379-6166
BRADLEE SHOE REPAIR........................703-931-9210
CAPITAL BAGEL BAKERY.......................703-379-6462
CHEVY CHASE BANK...........................703-998-6502
CHICKEN OUT...................................703-998-8802
DRESS BARN......................................703-379-4462
FOOT SOLUTIONS..............................703-931-3668
FOXY NAILS.......................................703-824-9292
GNC................................................703-578-4122
GIANT..............................................703-845-0851
GOLDEN DRAGON.............................703-575-8079
HAIR CUTTERY...................................703-998-9387
HARDWOOD ARTISANS.......................703-379-7299
KING STREET BACK & NECK................703-578-1900
KYOTO JAPANESE RESTAURANT.............703-379-8060
MAGGIE MOO’S................................703-671-4799
MCDONALD’S...................................703-379-0441
PALM BEACH TAN...........................1-800-725-6826
PRO FEED.........................................703-820-3888
RITE AID...........................................703-931-7095
ROBCYNS..........................................703-379-7800
STARBUCKS........................................703-845-9563
SUBWAY............................................703-931-3700
SUNTRUST BANK...............................703-838-3280
TC UNISEX SALON.............................703-379-6397
U.S. POSTAL SERVICE......................1-800-275-8777
UNWINED.........................................703-820-8600
VIRGINIA ABC...................................703-845-6374
VIRGINIA VACUUMS...........................703-931-6100
WACHOVIA BANK..............................703-671-7523
WASHINGTON SPORTS CLUB...............703-933-3777

Everything You Need...
in one Convenient Place.

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

Spring Sidewalk Sale, Saturday May 10, 1-3 pm

Neighborhoods

Old Town
BLUE GRASS AND BBQ! One doesn’t need an ex-

cuse to visit one of my favorite houses in our town.
More than 220 years old, this would be the vener-
able Lee-Fendall House at 614 Oronoco St.

Another reason you don’t need an excuse is that
the Lee-Fendall garden will be the scene from noon
until 5 p.m. on June 7 for an afternoon of bluegrass
and BBQ. Friends of the glorious old structure are
inviting you to bring a picnic blanket and sample
some of the best barbecue in Northern Virginia. And
you can listen to such professional musicians as Bob
Perilla’s Big Hillbilly Bluegrass and Herb and Hanson.
And the BBQ will be dished up by Dixie Bones.

The affair is a fund-raiser for the house and all
proceeds benefit the restoration and education ac-
tivities of the Lee-Fendall House. Tickets are $45 for
adults, $30 for students 12-17 and $15 for children
5-11. Kids under 5 can come in free. For more infor-
mation or to order tickets, call 703-548-1789 or
contact@leefendallhouse.org.

Lee-Fendall is one of the anchors of the lovely Lee
Corners, just off N. Washington Street. It was home
to 37 members of the Lee family and is nearly as
famous for being the longtime home of the late la-
bor leader John L. Lewis.

The house was built as an urban plantation house
in 1785 on a half-acre lot. The vernacular architec-
ture presented in the “telescopic style” is unique to
urban communities and is not typical of other styles
found in Alexandria during the late Colonial and
early Federal periods. The house was renovated in
1850, preserving its original interior and exterior ar-
chitectural features, but embellishing then with
Greek revival and Italianate elements. A grass roots

preservation effort begun in 1971 saved the house
from demolition, and in 1974 it opened as one of
Alexandria’s first museums.

I love the place.
—Bob Feldkamp

Del Ray
The Del Ray Home & Garden Tour will take

place THIS Saturday, May 17th from 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Be sure and come take a look at all 11 of the beauti-
ful homes & Del Ray Artisans building in our little
neighborhood! A special house that was on HGTV
will be on tour, too, so don’t miss it. Tickets for the
H&G Tour are always on sale at A Show Of Hands &
at the Farmers’ Market this weekend.

Also this Saturday at dusk is the premiere of Cin-
ema Del Ray 2008 – join us to watch “A Bee Movie”
at the Mount Vernon Rec Center Fields. There will
be popcorn & snacks for the kids and guaranteed
fun fun fun. A special added bonus feature this year
is musical entertainment while we wait for the sun
to set brought to us by Mister Don! Don’t be late.

Now, a few remaining “parade people” deserve
hearty shout outs. The first must go to Carol Bailey –
ha! You thought we forgot you, huh, Carol?! NOPE!
NEVER…You get a big huge round of applause this
week! You were the co-chair of that success and de-
serve a big pat on the back for working like a dog
with Gayle from beginning to end.

Secondly we must also recognize Barbara and Tho-
mas Weadon who were mistakenly left off the list of
Honorary Grand Marshals. Thank you for being
there!

See you in our neighborhood, everyone.
-Jen Walker

 Jen@JenWalker.com
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Email:hometeam@mris.com • Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

OPEN SUNDAY 1-5 OPEN SUNDAY 1-5 OPEN SUNDAY 1-5 OPEN SUNDAY 1-5

ALEXANDRIA VILLAMAY
• First Open – Potomac River Views

• Fabulous, quiet, cul-de-sac location

• Freshly Painted – New Carpeting – New Hall Bath

• Four Bedrooms – Three Full baths

• Generous Formal Rooms – Two Masonry Fireplaces

• Breezy Screened Porch with Storage Room Beneath

• Hardwood Floors throughout Main Level

•  Brick Paver Walkways, Patio and Driveway

Dir.: S. on GW Parkway, from Old Town, R on
Tulane, L on Park Terrace – follow signs to 1113
Gatewood Drive.

Offered at..................................$835,000

ALEXANDRIA MARLAN FOREST
• Close-in location – non-subdivision property

• One-of-a-kind custom-built home

• Landscaped, manicured grounds of almost 1/3 acre

• Three bedrooms – Two full baths – Garage

• Totally Remodeled Interior – Two Masonry Fireplaces

• Granite Kitchen with Cathedral Family Room Addition

• Sunroom – Recreation Room – Exercise Room

• Full Custom Wet Bar on Lower Level

Dir.: S. on GW Parkway, from Old Town, R on
Tulane, L on Park Terrace – follow signs to 7209
Marlan Drive

Offered at..................................$749,000

ALEXANDRIA   WILTON WOODS AREA
• Less than a  Mile to Metro and Beltway

• Turnkey Property – Totally Remodeled

• Spacious New Granite Kitchen

• Four Bedrooms – Two Full Baths

• Formal Living and Dining Room

• Fifth Bedroom/Office on Lower Level

• Recreation Room Walkout to Rear

• Hardwoods on Main and Upper Level

Dir.: S on Telegraph from Beltway, R Sharon
Chapel to 3313 on Left.

Offered at..................................$550,000

ALEXANDRIA COLLINGWOOD
• One Block to GW Parkway and Bike Trails

• Waynewood Elementary School Area

• Inground Pool – Great Outdoor Summer Parties

• Three Level Split w/Nice Curb Appeal

• Sunroom Addition spans depth of House

• Expanded Master Bedroom and Bath

• Oversized One-Car Garage w/Storage

• Covered Porch/Patio at Rear

Dir.:  S on GW Pkwy, R Collingwood, Immed. L
On W Blvd, Immed. R on Lilac to 8304 .

Offered at..................................$589,000

David W. Spires
(703) 765-3500

Cell: (703) 850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
(703) 660-6789

Cell: (703) 472-7713

Robert B. Burroughs
(703) 370-0808

Cell (703) 856-2426

Personal and Professional
Perspectives on Depression

Featuring Kay Redfield Jamison, Ph. D.

KAY REDFIELD JAMISON Ph. D. a
clinical psychologist, is a Professor of
Psychiatry at the Johns Hopkins School
of Medicine. She is one of the foremost
authorities on manic-depressive illness
and has experienced its exhilarating highs
and catastrophic depressions first hand.
With her unique dual perspective,
Jamison will speak from
the point of view of both a
“healer “ and one who is
“healed.”

THURSDAY, MAY 29
6:45 PM

Minnie Howard School
Auditorium

3801 West Braddock Road
Alexandria, VA 22304

There is no cost to attend!

1.5 CEUs for health care providers

Book sale and signing to follow the
presentation

For interpretation services contact
LaTanya Wooten at 703.838.4455.

Health & Fitness

E-mail announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos and artwork
encouraged. Call Rebecca Halik at 703-
917-6407 with questions.

Yoga classes for all levels on the
tented terrace at Carlyle House, 121 N.
Fairfax St., Old Town. Thursdays at 4:45
p.m. for one hour. Beautiful outdoor
setting. Only $10 per session, pay as you
go, come when you can. 703-549-2997.

Learn about Medicare on Friday,
June 13 at 2 p.m. at NOVA’s Alexandria
Campus, 3001 N. Beauregard St. Free.
703-845-6222.

Mount Vernon United Method-
ist Church offers “Moms In Motion”
dance fitness classes on Friday mornings
in from 9:15-10 a.m., and on Tuesday
evenings from 7-7:45 p.m. “Moms In
Motion” is designed to boost your fitness
routine and release your inner dancer.
Mount Vernon United Methodist Church
is located at 2006 Belle View Blvd. To
register or receive further information,
contact Dawn Meadows at 703-799-
0543, or
studiogolddance@starpower.net.

Capital Hospice is starting a Grief
Support Group at the Hollin Hall Senior
Center on Mondays, from 2-3 p.m.  703-
4573 or sign up on their Bulletin Board.
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Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com,Realtors®

Alexandria $418,500
Spacious brick end unit Townhome w/all the upgrades!
Fabulous community & minutes to Metro, Old Town &
more!

8232 LaFaye Court
Lisa McCaskill 703-615-6036

Alex./Rosemont
Elegant custom colonial w/5 bedrms, 3.5 baths, 2-car
garage & elevator. One-of-a-kind w/4 finished levels.
Convenient to metro, Old Town, Arlington & D.C.

207 W. Glendale Avenue
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $254,900
One bedrm, 1 bath condo w/private patio, open floor plan, wood-
burning fireplace w/antique mahogany mantel, W/D in unit, walk-
in closet & small condo fee. Amenities include, pool, party room
& clubhouse. 245 Pickett Street #101

Fred Smith 571-215-3733

Alex./Old Town $575,000
Fully renovated brick TH w/2 bedrms. 2.5 baths & curb appeal
galore! Nearly everything has been replaced. Kitchen with
granite, SS, new cabinets & ceramic tile. Lovely landscaping
& new patio. 530 Alfred Street

Eva Damelin 703-625-2382

Alexandria
$575,000

Huge TH.  Bigger then
it looks! Walk into a
bright open floor plan
thru the renovated
kitchen to a delightful
deck. Upstairs are 3
bedrms, each w/ its
own bath & walk-in
closets. Skylight,
garage parking,
fireplaces, decorator
touches & colors.
6358 Brampton Court

Julie Hall
703-786-3634

Alexandria
$484,900

End unit TH w/3
bedrms, 2.5 baths,
garage, fireplace,
bay windows &
Trex deck. Master
suite w/soaking
tub/shower. Easy
commute to
anywhere.

5238
Ballycastle Circle

Hal Sadler
703-677-7515

Alexandria $335,000
Sun-filled 2-level end unit TH/Condo w/2 MBR suites in the
heart of Island Creek! Freshly painted. All new flooring thru-
out. Vaulted ceilings, patio, garage & fenced backyard.

6603 Netties Lane
Marianne Welds 703-869-1320

Alex./Jefferson Park $1,675,000
WOW! Warm & spacious home on quiet cul-de-sac w/nearly
5,000 s.f., including 5 bedrms, 3.5 baths, library & family rm.
Huge dream kitchen, finished LL, 2-car garage & fenced yard.

301 Columbia Road
Mary Hurlbut 703-548-4741

Alexandria $375,000
Perfect 1st home! Ready-to-move-in 3 bedrm, 1.5 bath
home w/new paint thru-out, all new carpet & renewed
hardwoods. Huge fenced lot and carport parking.

6412 Willowood Lane
Hal Sadler 703-677-7515

Old Town $799,000
A new listing at Yates Gardens in Eden! Relax & enjoy
this charming 3 bedrm, 2.5 bath home close to cafés
& shops.

825 S. Fairfax
Diann Hicks 703-628-2440

Alexandria
$429,000

A Perfect “10”.
Gorgeous garage
TH where
everything old is
now new again!
Separate-level
office. Beautiful
hardwood floors.
Deck backs to
trees & energy-
efficient heat–o-
lator fireplace.

18 Fendall Avenue
Mary Smith

703-626-9207
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LONG & FOSTER
ALEXANDRIA • MT. VERNON

Your local professionals with a world of experience

Paul Petefish
Branch Manager

5845 Richmond Highway
Alexandria VA 22303

703-960-8900
www.longandfoster.com

CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR APRIL TOP

PRODUCING AGENTS!

Alexandria/Old Town
$729,000

PROFESSIONALLY
DECORATED

All brick TH! Updated
kitchen w/new granite count-
ers, backsplash, farm sink &
fixtures. Hardwood floors,
vaulted ceilings in 2 bed-
rooms, 3 fireplaces, French
doors, crown molding &
more. MBA w/large tub,
separate shower & 2 sinks.
Walk to King St. Metro.

Rich Ragan  703-307-5891

Alexandria $484,990
OWNER SAYS SELL!

Significant price reduction on wonderfully spacious home. This
one has it all! Recent roof, windows, HVAC, beautiful extension,
great space & main level BR & full BA. 4BR, 3BA, cul-de-sac
location w/large fenced lot. Near Metro, shops, parks, rec center
& major commuter routs. View photos at www.marysellman.com.

Mary Sellman  703-864-9223

Alexandria $835,000
SERENE SURROUNDINGS

Look no further. This beautiful four bedroom, three and a half bath,
stately  colonial home boasts a finished walk-out lower level to a land-
scaped garden with patio. Great kitchen with granite counters and stain-
less steel appliances. Oversized garage. Must see! 6380 Alderman Drive.

Nanci Sale  703-960-8900  x 256

Alexandria $169,305
GREAT VALUE!

Spacious, light filled 1 BR & den at Huntington Metro. Recently
updated w/ great closet space, SS appliances, Berber carpet & large
balcony. Condo fees include all utilities except phone & cable. See
more at www.HuntingtonClub305.com. 2624 Wagon Dr. # 2-B

Walid Ashoor  703-585-6224

Alexandria/Old Town
$560,000

CHARMING!
Gorgeous, updated, classy
three level townhouse. Three
good-sized bedrooms and
two pretty bathrooms.
Expanded kitchen with gran-
ite and maple. Beautiful
wood floors. Covered patio
and large, landscaped fully-
fenced yard. Walk to two
Metros.

Mary Siverson  703-209-6918

Alexandria
$380,000

KINGSTOWNE
TARTAN
VILLAGE

Lovely three bed-
room, two and a
half bath, three
level, all brick end

unit townhome.  Over $31,000 in recent updates.
Lower level walkout to patio and deck. Easy
access to three Metros.

Rich RaganPoole/Braun Team

Val KlotzElfie Biankini Allan Price

Mary Sellman David Olinger

Alexandria $939,000
SOUGHT AFTER MASON HILL

Five bedrooms, 3.5 baths, main level bedroom/full bath, gorgeous
renovations throughout including baths, kitchen/FR addition.
Formal LR & DR, 3 fireplaces, mud room, 2 dens, wet bar, hot tub,
finished LL, patio & deck. On cul-de-sac & just off GW Parkway.

Val Klotz 703-303-9744

Alex/Old Town $525,000
RENOVATED!

Over $30,000 in upgrades! Cats
eye granite counter w/glass tile
backsplash, new appliances
(includes double oven), new gas
fireplace, custom-made plantation
shutters, new hardwood floors,
Murphy bed in den, renovated
half bathroom, built-in bookcases.
Renovated master bedroom
w/heated porcelain floor, wain-
scotting & crown molding. One
block to Whole Foods, 4 blocks to
King St. Metro & more!

Rich Ragan 703-307-5891

Alexandria $1,250,000
OAK RUN RESERVE

Beautiful new home on 1+ acre inside the Beltway!
Opportunity to customize with pre-construction con-
tract. Four finished levels, gourmet kitchen with but-
ler’s pantry and oversized 2-car garage.

Laura Dunkel  703-217-8971

Alexandria $499,900
LOCATION, CONDITION, PRICE!

Immaculate 3BR, 2BA, detached home on 1⁄3 acre with large
fenced backyard, backing to trees. $100K+ of  improve-
ments. Tastefully remodeled & professionally landscaped
inside & out. 1 mile to Huntington Metro. Price reflects value.

Marty Mullen  703-216-0811
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Leslie Blair  703-965-2138
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Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
(6:30 pm Mass)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the World
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

To Highlight Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

New Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Sunday School - 9:15am
Worship Service - 10:15am

Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier
www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-785-8976

St. James’ Episcopal Church
5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
8 AM - Holy Eucharist
10:15 AM - Holy Eucharist - music
All Education Activities & Nursery  –  9:00 AM
Office:  703-780-3081

www.stjamesmv.org

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. LUKE’S ESPICOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI, SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406
DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088

FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-836-7332

ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM
UNITED METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA CITADEL
703-836-2427

b

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

E-mail announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the
following week’s paper. Photos and art-
work encouraged. Call Rebecca Halik at
703-917-6407 with questions.

Mount Vernon Presbyterian
Church, 2001 Sherwood Hall Lane, has
a special learning session from 9:45-
10:45 a.m. every Sunday starting June
1 through Aug. 24. Children and adults
will have the opportunity to learn about
traditional Bible-times family life by
playing authentic games, being appren-
tices in the Carpentry Shop, chatting
with shopkeepers and tax collectors,
participating in Synagogue School, and
sampling food. For more information
about this exciting program, or to pre-
register, call 703-765-6118 or e-mail
mvpcva@aol.com. Visit
www.mvpconline.org.

Enjoy a pancake breakfast May 17
from 7-10 a.m. at Del Ray United Meth-
odist Church, 100 E. Windsor Ave. $5
for adults, $3 for children. 703-549-
2088.

St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church,
8531 Riverside Road has activities. 703-
360-4220:

There is also a group of moms and
pre-school kids that meets every
Wednesday morning at 9 a.m. for coffee,
muffins, and fellowship and moves into
the church at 9:30 a.m. to take part in
the Day School’s chapel service, which
is a short child-friendly service full of
singing and silliness.

Habitat for Humanity is Building
on Faith! All are invited to a Service of
Prayer on Thursday, May 1, at 7 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall at Mount Vernon
Presbyterian Church. As part of the ser-
vice, Habitat homeowners will share
experiences of being a first time home-
owner. Also, we will write blessings on
lumber that will be used in the framing
of doors and windows at the next Habi-
tat project. For more information on the
service, contact Rev. Jeri Fields at 703-
765-6118. Mount Vernon Presbyterian
Church is located at 2001 Sherwood
Hall Lane, Alexandria. Visit
www.mvpconline.org.

Convergence: A Creative Com-
munity of Faith at 1801 N. Quaker
Lane, gathers each Sunday at 5 p.m. for
a worship gathering. All are welcome.
Visit www.convergenceccf.net, or call
703-998-6260.

First Church of Christ, Scientist,
1509 Collingwood Road, Mount
Vernon, is now holding Wednesday
evening meetings at 7 p.m. Everyone is
welcome. For more information call
703-768-2494.

The Vajrayogini Buddhist Cen-
ter offers classes in Buddhist
Meditation at the Meade Memorial Epis-
copal Church, 322 North Alfred St. in
Alexandria. Classes are held on Tuesday
evenings from 7-8:30 p.m. Buddhist
Nun Kelsang Varahi will be teaching.
$10/class. For more information visit
www.meditation-dc.org or call 202-331-
2122.

Beth El Hebrew Congregation
holds services at 8:15 p.m. on Fridays
and 10:30 a.m. on Saturdays. Religious
school is on Wednesdays evening and
Sunday mornings. Adult learning oppor-
tunities take place throughout the year.
Tot Shabbat on first and third Satur-
days. Kolot Shabbat (musical service)
the first Friday of every month at 7:30
p.m. Beth El is located at 3830 Seminary
Road in Alexandria.  For more informa-
tion, call 703-370-9400 or visit
www.bethelhebrew.org.

Faith
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Michael B. Rogers, DDS
Dennis J. Holly, DMD

4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDental.com

Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage the
patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for surgery. I regard him
as one of the premier dentists in the non-surgical management of TMJ
Disorders.” —Dr. Joseph Arzadon

“Very professional environment, excellent level of service, up-to-date
dental technology.” — Anne

“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my concerns
seriously.” — Mary 

“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop relationships with
your patients.” — Kim

“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat your patients
with respect and courtesy in a way that  is extremely rare.” — Nancy

Trusted  Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.

Cosmetic Dental Services:
• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• In Office Whitening
• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually painless anesthesia

Unique Dental Services:
• Dental Sleep Appliance
• Computer Preview of New Smile

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere
• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
   during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
  Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile Magazine
  & TMJ News-n-Views

Testimonials

 The Del Ray House & Garden
Tour will take place on Saturday, May
17 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

This year’s tour will feature eleven of
Del Ray’s historic homes and their gar-
dens, as well as the Del Ray Artisan’s
Center. Advance tickets are $15 per per-
son if you purchase by Friday, May 16th,
and $20 on the day of the tour. Tickets
will be available for purchase at:  Del
Ray Farmers’ Market, Saturdays 8 a.m.
to 12 noon, A Show of Hands, 2204 Mt.
Vernon Avenue, and online at
www.delraycitizen.org.

On Monday, May 19
Agenda:Alexandria presents “Alex-
andria and National Harbor:
Partnership for Prosperity.”
Agenda:Alexandria explores the impact
of National Harbor on Alexandria with
Stephanie Pace Brown, Alexandria Con-
vention and Visitors Association, and
Charlotte Hall, Vice President, Potomac
Riverboat Company. Located Holiday
Inn Eisenhower Metro Center, 2460
Eisenhower Ave. Reception at 6:30 p.m.,
dinner ($20 members with reserva-
tions/$25 non-members) at 6:45 p.m.;
Program (free to members/$5 non-
members) 7:10 p.m. Mail checks to PO
Box 3598, Alexandria, VA 22302. For
information, contact Sherry Brown,
agendaalexandria@aol.com or 703-549-
4696.

On Monday, May 19, 7 p.m. The
Landmark/Van Dorn Advisory
Group will meet at Landmark Mall,
5801 Duke St. The primary topic for this
meeting is affordable housing. In addi-
tion, the group will work with the
information from the planning and de-
sign charrette to further define specific
future options to be evaluated and dis-
cuss the evaluation process. For further
information on the Landmark/Van Dorn
planning program, visit the web page at
http://alexandriava.gov/planning/
info/default.aspx?id=7014.

The City of Alexandria’s Beauti-
fication Commission is accepting
nominations for the 2008 Alexandria
Beautification Awards. The awards pro-
gram recognizes City residents,
organizations, and businesses for their
efforts in contributing to the beautifica-
tion of City neighborhoods and public
vistas with landscaping and aesthetic
design. Nominations must be received
by Friday, May 16. Nominations, with a
clearly identified property address, may
be sent by e-mail to
marie.johnston@navy.mil, or by postal
mail to:

Alexandria Beautification Commis-
sion P.O. Box 178 Alexandria, VA 22313

The award winners will be recognized
at the Beautification Awards Ceremony
on October 6 at the Lyceum, located at
201 S. Washington St.

On Thursday, May 29, 6:45 p.m., at
Minnie Howard Auditorium, 3801 W.
Braddock Road. Nationally-renowned
author and speaker, Kay Redfield
Jamison, Ph.D., Professor of Psychia-
try at the Johns Hopkins School of
Medicine will discuss “Personal and Pro-
fessional Perspectives on Depression.”

There is a pet calendar contest to ben-
efit the Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria. All pets are eligible and
all entries will appear in the calendar.
$25/pet, which includes one calendar.
Entry deadline is Aug. 22. Visit
www.alexandriaanimals.org or 703-
838-4774.

Nonprofit organizations and other
grantseekers in Alexandria looking for
funding sources now have access to a
valuable new collection of resources
through Alexandria Library. The Foun-
dation Center’s  core collection
includes The Foundation Directory

Online and Foundation Grants to Indi-
viduals Online. All four Alexandria
Library branches have access to the two
databases through their catalog comput-
ers. The complete Cooperating
Collection of print and electronic re-
sources is held at the Barrett Library,
located at 717 Queen St. For more infor-
mation visit visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us .

Firefighters from Fire Station
208, 175 N. Paxton St., are participat-
ing in the Alexandria “Adopt-a-Park”
program. Station 208 has adopted the
James Marx All Veterans Park, located
near the 200 block of N. Pickett St. The
park was chosen due to its proximity to

the fire station and to Holmes Run.
Firefighters from the A-shift chose this
opportunity as a unique approach to
their overall commitment to community
outreach. They will begin regular
cleanup activities at the park at the end
of April.

Members of the public are invited to
attend the seminar,

“Understanding Your Personal-
ity with the Myers-Briggs Type
Indicator” on June 10 from 7–9 p.m.
at the Alexandria Chamber of Com-
merce offices, 801 N. Fairfax St., Suite
402. The MBTI seminar is $89 and in-
cludes the cost of the Myers-Briggs Type
Indicator and an introductory Type

workbook. Registration is required; visit
http://www.alexjaycees.org/seminars.
Class size limit is 45.

The Northern Virginia Review is
accepting entries for the next issue,
slated for publication in March 2009.
The Review, an annual journal of essays,
fine art, photography, poetry and short
stories, accepts submissions from resi-
dents of the Northern Virginia and the
greater Washington metropolitan area.

People may submit two essays, two
works of fiction, three pieces of artwork
and four poems, with a limit of five
items per person. The deadline for en-
tries is Sept. 18. Additional guidelines
can be found at http://www.nvcc.edu/

depts/nvreview/nvr-submit.htm. The
Review is funded by Northern Virginia
Community College, the NVCC Educa-
tional Foundation, individuals and
corporate sponsors. Contributions are
tax deductible and all donors are recog-
nized in the publication. To make a
donation or learn more about the jour-
nal, contact Managing Editor Steve
Drasner at sdrasner@nvcc.edu.

The Alexandria Archaeological
Commission (AAC) is now accepting
nominations for the Bernard “Ben”
Brenman Archaeology in Alexandria
Award. The Brenman Award is open to

See Bulletin,  Page 27

Alexandria Bulletin
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By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

W
hat are some of the more important
elements residents of Alexandria’s
West End want to see incorporated
into the redevelopment of Landmark

Mall and the surrounding area? And, what are some
of the planning goals driving that redevelopment?

Both those questions and others were part of the
discussions recently when the City Planning & Zon-
ing Department and their consultants held a five and
a half hour Planning and Design Workshop at Samuel
Tucker School on Ferdinand Day Drive. It was one
more element of the on-going planning/analysis pro-
cess of the Landmark/Van Dorn Advisory Group.

As explained by the department’s consultants dur-
ing the Advisory Group’s April session, the goal of
the Workshop, in consultant speak, is “to develop
planning principles and options for the planning area
for further analysis.” Feed back from Workshop at-
tendees will now be discussed, analyzed and inter-
preted at future Advisory Group meetings. The next
one is scheduled for Monday, May 19, at Landmark
Mall.

That seemingly never ending process has raised
frustrations among both Advisory Group members
and interested citizens attending their meetings,
overwhelmingly directed by the department’s con-
sultants. As was pointed out by several of those mem-
bers at the April meeting, “This has all been done
before.”

This caused some Advisory Group members and
West End residents to question the relevance of the
group as well as the process which seems to be plow-
ing over old ground. It was originally initiated, and
nearly brought to conclusion, by former Planning &
Zoning Department Director Eileen Fogarty work-
ing in conjunction with former group of consultants.
As Advisory Group member Jack Sullivan pointed
out, he has heard from various constituents they
“want a mall” decision now.

“Let the residents of the West End look at what
they want. There is nothing here we haven’t heard
before several years ago. Put this process (elongated
planning process) on hold and concentrate on the
traffic problems in the West End,” said West End resi-
dent Annabelle Fisher.

Another member of the Advisory Group asked,
“What is our role?” That was answered by Director
of Planning & Zoning Faroll Hamer who stated, “The
purpose of this group is to give advice.” She also
stated, “There is nothing that guarantees any plan
will get built. The reason we are here (April 21 meet-
ing) is that developers have expressed interest in this
site. Although, we are dependent on the market, I
think something will come out of this.”

For many in the room that night, her last state-
ment may have had a familiar ring. During a similar
planning meeting in 2005 it was announced, “The
present mall owners, General Growth Properties of
Chicago, has approached the City with a prospect to
redevelop the mall for a mix of uses, including retail
shops, restaurants, a theater complex, a hotel, and
over 1,000 residential units.”

In 2004, the possibility of a “major renaissance of

the West End” was officially announced by Al-
exandria Mayor William D. Euille during a high
profile press conference held in the mall’s cen-
ter court. A totally redeveloped mall, resem-
bling more a town center was to be the center-
piece of that redevelopment effort.

Revitalization of the City’s West End was a
major element of Euille’s initial campaign for
mayor and remains a high priority. “My cam-
paign slogan was “One Alexandria,” and I’m
here today to announce plans that will create
new excitement in Alexandria’s West End, and
will give it its own distinctive identity,” he told
the crowd assembled in the mall that day in
2004.

“Our plans are still very fluid. But, we hope
to get underway by 2007 with completion by
2009. We would maintain the two anchor
stores, Sears and Hecht’s, with demolition and
redesign of the center core,” said Maura
Feaheny, senior development director, General
Growth Properties, Inc., at that time, during
the press conference.

Since then Hecht’s was bought by Federated
Stores, owner of Macy’s and Lord and Taylor,
after acquiring them from The May Company.
Federated has since spun off Lord and Taylor
to another corporate entity. Sears has also
changed own-
ership status
now being
combined with
K-Mart. Feder-
ated Stores
owns the
Macy’s site and
Sears/K-Mart
owns the Sears
site.

“If we do it
right, the West End will become the kind of
destination that Landmark Mall itself was back
in 1963, but even better — a place that people
desire. The kind of place that people choose
above all others when it comes to selecting
were they work, where they live, and where
they play,” Euille said at the time.

Joining Euille at that press conference was
Alexandria Vice Mayor Redella “Del” Pepper.
“This has been a long time coming. It’s just
awesome. I’m extremely excited about the po-
tential it holds for the whole West End,” Pep-
per said following that 2004 press conference.

“We are all filled with so much hope. For so
long, I have seen this Landmark Mall/Van Dorn
workshop/meeting shopping center dying.
Nothing seemed to pull it up to the business
potential of the other centers. Hopefully, this
(plan) will be the answer,” Pepper said then.

She attended both the April 21 Advisory
Group meeting and last Saturday’s Workshop.
But, she expressed no opinion one way or the
other during the April 21 meeting. She sat and
listened that night to a new group of consult-
ants review many of the statistics and tout char-
acteristics associated with previous plans for
the area — walkability, connectivity, beautiful
tree lined streets, and people oriented urban
places.

As Hamer pointed out early on in the Advi-
sory group’s April 21 meeting, “There is noth-
ing that guarantees any plan gets built.”

“There is nothing
that guarantees any
plan gets built.”

—Faroll Hamer, director,
Department of Planning &

Zoning

More Analysis on Mall
Advisory Group begins to
question its own
relevance.

Business
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Teaching
Kids Is
Our
Specialty

Trial Program

  AlexandriaKicks.com

703-370-KICK ( 5 4 2 5 )

$59 Special
ages 4-12

includes uniform + 1 month of lessons
(twice a week)

Confidence, Discipline, Respect

Local Working Mom, Katie
Buchanan, Finds time

to get fit and get
6-pack Abs!!

16-Week Ultimate

Body Transformation

Katie says:

“She’s 4, I’m 42; and she has

to keep up with me!”

48

300 North Washington St.
Suite 106

Alexandria, VA
703-683-0777

www.ftalexandria.com

Now hiring Full and Part Time Personal Trainers

15% Off

Mid Day

Workouts!

From Page 25

Bulletin

businesses, organizations, families,
professional preservationists, volun-
teers, students and other individuals
who have demonstrated work or efforts
in archaeological investigation, re-
search, site protection, education, public
interpretation, open space design, col-
lections, or conservation. Nomination
forms are available at
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org or by
calling the Alexandria Archaeology Mu-
seum at 703-838-4399. The deadline for
nominations is June 30.

Alexandria Library now offers its
patrons a chance to write their own re-
views of almost all of the Library
holdings (books, movies, music, and
other materials) on the Alexandria Li-
brary Web site online catalog at
www.alexandria.lib.va.us. To access the
online catalog, visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us , click on “Li-
brary Catalog,” and begin browsing. To
write a review, simply register and type
your review for all to read. For more
information, contact Mark Schwartz at
703-519-3498, or e-mail
mschwartz@alexandria.lib.va.us.

Community Partners for
Children’s fourth annual baby supply
drive is underway. The following Alex-
andria drop off locations will have
donation baskets and containers at their
businesses. The items collected during
the drive will be donated to four local
non-profit groups that help struggling
families: Casey Clinic, Alexandria
Neighborhood Services in Arlandria,
Center for Alexandria’s Children and the
Northern Virginia AIDS Ministry
(NOVAM). The other way to help is to
donate a tax-deductible check to sup-
port Community Partners for Children’s
Baby Supply Drive, Back-to-School
Drive and the Holiday Toy Drive. Send
your check to Community Partners for
Children, PO Box 2738, Alexandria, VA
22301.

* A Show of Hands, 2204 Mt. Vernon
Ave.

* Burke & Herbert Bank, 306 E. Mon-
roe Ave.

* Caboose Café, 2419 Mt. Vernon
Ave.

* Chinquapin Rec. Center, 3210 King
St.

* Chrysalis Chiropractic, 3140 Com-
monwealth Ave.

* Dairy Godmother, 2310 Mt. Vernon
Ave.

* St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub, 2300 Mount
Vernon Ave.

* T.C. Williams High School, Main
Office, 3330 King St.

* Yoga in Daily Life, 2402 Mt. Vernon
Ave.
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C
arpenter’s Shelter, Northern
Virginia’s largest homeless pro
gram, hosted its 6th Annual

Carpenter’s Cook-off hosted by The Birchmere
on Sunday, April 27th.  Record-level sponsor-
ships, 400 attendees, plus 22 participating res-
taurants, 65 sponsors, and over 70 in-kind
donors helped raise nearly $100,000.

Key supporters of this year’s Cook-off
were Freddie Mac, The Birchmere, Mirant
Mid-Atlantic, Booz Allen Hamilton, Gannett
Foundation, The Melonheads, Grant
Thornton, Ridgewells Caterers and The

Velsor Properties.
Participating restaurants were: a la Lucia,

Asian Bistro, The Birchmere, DC Central
Kitchen, Del Merei Grille, EveningStar, Ver-
milion, Rustico, Buzz, FireFlies, Generous
George’s, Hollin Hall Pastry Shop, Jackson
20, Landini Brothers, misha’s Coffeehouse,
Restaurant Eve, Majestic, The Warehouse
Bar & Grill, The Wharf, Southside 815,
Stardust and Union Street Public House.

Winners of the People’s Choice and Kid’s
Choice were Jackson 20 and Stardust Res-
taurant & Lounge, respectively.  Best

Dressed Restaurant award went to: Evening
Star/Vermilion/Rustico/Buzz for their won-
derfully decorated beach/summer-themed
table display.

“Proceeds from Carpenter’s Cook-off ben-
efit our Transitional Services Program,
which supports our families as they move
back into community living”, said Execu-
tive Director, Fran Becker.  She explained,
“Carpenter’s Shelter is ending homelessness
one person, one family at a time by teach-
ing our clients critical life skills necessary
to help them transition to community liv-

ing, so they never need to call a shelter
home again.”

Carpenter’s Shelter is Northern Virginia’s
largest homeless program and provides free,
comprehensive services to over 1,000 chil-
dren, families and adults each year.
Carpenter’s Shelter stabilizes and strength-
ens families by providing intensive case
management, critical life skills workshops,
and a connection to resources offered by the
City of Alexandria. For more information,
call Shelli Vasser Gilliam at 703-548-7500
ext. 203 or visit www.carpentersshelter.org.

Carpenter’s Cook-Off Benefit Raises Nearly $100,000

Keeping Shop is a regular feature of the
Gazette Packet.  To qualify, retail shops
should be locally owned or operated; new,
expanding, celebrating a significant
anniversary or doing something otherwise
newsworthy.  To nominate your business or
another business, contact Mary Ann Weber,
editor, Gazette Packet,
maweber@connectionnewspapers.com.

Business name: Studio Antiques and Fine Art,
Inc.

Address: 524 North Washington Street, Alex-
andria, VA 22314

Years at this address: 15 years
Years in business: 26 years
Telephone: 703-548-5188
E-mail address: studioantiques@verizon.net
Web site: www.studioantiques.net

Owners:
 Lois Boyles and Richard Totoiu

Short bio:
We have lived in the Washington, D.C.

area for more than 30 years. We met while
working for a well known antique dealer in
Bethesda. (“Love among the ruins” as Ri-
chard says.) Previously, Richard had a small
weekend antique business in Maryland and
had studied art history at Oberlin College.
Lois grew up with antiques and artists in
her home. In the 1970’s there were few for-
mal study programs in decorative arts and
the best way to learn was through an ap-
prenticeship to another dealer. After five
years of working together in Bethesda we
decided it was time to start out on our own.
With inventory we had collected over the
years we opened Studio Antiques in April
1982 . We paid the bills that first year by
working days in the shop and part-time jobs
at night.

Why did you choose this particular
business?

It was our love for antiques and art that
drew us to the business. We enjoyed spend-
ing our free time visiting museums, attend-
ing auctions and going to estate sales. The
possibility that we could support ourselves
doing what we loved gave us the courage
to open our own gallery.

 Why did you choose to work for
yourself rather than as an em-
ployee for someone else?

Most antique galleries are man-
aged on a small scale with a single
owner and a limited staff. If you
are a gallery assistant, it’s rare to
be allowed to actually participate
in finding inventory— which for
us is the “fun” part of the business.

We wanted to take the risk of
starting our own gallery and mak-
ing all of the decisions, knowing
that we would be personally re-
sponsible for all that we sold.

Fortunately, we had years of ex-
perience in the antique business
and had learned where to find
merchandise and restorers as well
as having mastered the nuts and
bolts of management, bookkeep-
ing and the day-to-day operation
of a small business.

We rented a row house in the
600 block of North Washington
Street with just the right room
configurations to show our inven-
tory to advantage. We poured a
lot of sweat equity into that space!
After eleven years, we were bulg-
ing at the seams, but we were
lucky enough to find a larger
house with a similar layout for sale just a
block away. We’ve been at 524 North Wash-
ington Street since 1993.

What have you learned from being
in business?

We have learned to be flexible and will-
ing to change our focus according to the
demands of our clients and the fluctuations
in the market. When we first started, the
majority of our inventory was 18th century
and early 19th century furniture with a to-
tal of six paintings on the walls. During
those first years we discovered that there
was a great demand for and small supply
of affordable, quality 19th-century paintings
in the Washington area. With our love of
art, it was a natural progression to add fine
art to the mix of antiques. We still have a
large inventory of period furniture, but we
also have over 300 paintings now.

What have been the advantages
and/or disadvantages of operating
a business in Alexandria?

Unlike some businesses, the antique and

art trade benefits from the proximity of
other galleries because people like to travel
to areas where they know there is a large
selection. Alexandria has a wonderfully
eclectic group of antique shops and art gal-
leries that draw people to this area. Of
course, Old Town’s many historical sights
and museums provide a great compliment
to our collections.

Description of services and/or
products:

Our focus is 18th- and early 19th- English
and American furniture and 19th century
paintings. The furniture is formal rather
than country and made of mahogany,walnut
and maple which were the woods of fash-
ion at that time. Our paintings are both
European and American and vary greatly
in subject matter and style. We are also par-
tial to artists who worked in the Washing-
ton area in the late 19th- and early 20th
centuries. Additionally, we provide services
for painting restoration.

 Like many antique dealers, we never
seem to be able to limit ourselves to just

the furniture and paintings, and so we have
a selection of accessories including lamps,
bronzes, opera glasses, porcelain, canes,
candlesticks and leather bound books. We
also have a particular passion for tea cad-
dies and have an extensive collection of
boxes. Part of the joy we take in our busi-
ness is from those surprising discoveries.

An important part of our job is to make
visitors feel welcome in our shop. People
are often intimidated by art and antiques.
We want people to browse, ask questions
and feel comfortable with any decisions
they may make in purchasing from us. Ev-
ery item in the shop has a tag with descrip-
tive information and the price. We love in-
troducing new collectors to the joys of own-
ing beautiful paintings and furniture, and
we have clients who have been collecting
for years and have developed a diverse
knowledge base which they are willing to
share with us.

Listening and learning is part of what
keeps us so engaged in our business. The
sign on our door says “Browsers Welcome”
and we honestly mean it!

Keeping Shop

Photo by Nina Tisara

Lois Boyles, owner with her husband, Richard Totoiu, of Studio Antiques and
Fine Art, says “The sign on our

Working at…Studio AntiquesWorking at…Studio Antiques
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Come Taste the Difference

Upcoming Events
Friday May 16th, 8:30pm
“Big Italian” Wine Class

Brunello, Barolo, Barbaresco

Wednesday May 21st, 6-8pm
“West Coast Wines”

Boutique Wineries of Oregon,
California, and Washington

Bradlee Shopping Center
3690J King Street

Alexandria, VA 22302

703.820.8600
www.unwinedva.com

Open 7 Days a Week
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Sunday 12-5 p.m.

Call 703.820.8600 for details

Obituary

From Page 5

Local Historian Dies
view (BAR).
He and Cox have conducted nu-

merous architectural tours and lec-
tured extensively on Alexandria
architecture to a wide range of
groups such as the Smithsonian In-
stitution, National Trust for His-
toric Preservation, National Park
Service, the American Institute of
Architects, and various higher edu-

cation institutions.
In addition to his former wife

Leila, Smith is survived by his
daughter Leila Holcombe Smith
Lynde, Tarpon Springs, FL; twin
granddaughters Julia Rose and
Madelyn Leila Lynde; brothers
David M. Smith, Chatham, MA;
Jonathan P. Smith, Brandon, FL;
and Mark R. Smith, Florence, SC.
He was predeceased by his parents

Haddon Hartung and Betty Mar-
tin Smith.

A memorial service will be held
Monday, May 19, beginning at 11
a.m. at the Old Presbyterian Meet-
ing House, 323 S. Fairfax St, Alex-
andria. In lieu of flowers memo-
rial contributions may be made to
the Alexandria Library Founda-
tion, History Collection.

—Chuck Hagee
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Who Would Take
Donley’s Job?

With the announcement that T.C. Williams
director of student activities Kerry Donley will
step down in July, it leaves a crater-sized void
in the seemingly turbulent Titan athletic de-
partment. Principal Mel Riddle, a former
football player at the University of North
Carolina will now have to open the hiring
process for one of the most coveted jobs in the
City. Without most applicants even aware that
the job is vacant, the “Gazette Packet” handi-
caps possible replacements.

1. Martin Grimm, Edison director of
student activities

Grimm has the credibility, building Edison
into one of the National District powers. He
has both the administrative background and
necessary basketball background having
served dual roles as the director of athletics
and men’s basketball coach at Oxford College
of Emory University before moving to Edison.
Would he be willing to leave a good thing at
Edison?

2. Bob Eavenson, T.C. Williams
assistant director of student
activities

The natural progression for Eavenson
would be to fill the void created in the office.
But the longtime field hockey coach just re-
signed to focus on administrative tasks. Sure,
he has been a faithful T.C. employee, but
would he have the support within the commu-
nity to be seriously considered, given his age
and prior experience?

3. Mark Eisenhour, assistant principal
at Minnie Howard School

He’s already in with the Alexandria power
brokers, having been at Minnie Howard for
quite some time. An active member within the
City, he’s reportedly expressed interest and
more importantly has already has a current
relationship with Riddle. But he’s been an
administrator at the ninth grade center, and
not a full-fledged high school. And there could
be other candidates whose experience would
trump him

4. George Porcha, former T.C. Williams
assistant director of student
activities

Whether Porcha would even consider
would be a longshot, but you can can’t argue
with his results as a girls basketball coach at
both Washington-Lee and at T.C. Williams.
After uprooting his family to Virginia Tech, he
may want to settle down after parting ways
in January. He’s still well respected within the
community, but would he even consider the
job, given that he’s more of a coach than an
administrator?

5. Bishop Ireton athletic director Bill
Simmons

Once the doormats of the WCAC, Simmons
has revamped the Ireton program. In hiring
Tony Verducci as football coach, he took the
Cardinals to VISAA state championship for the
first time ever. Simmons isn’t considering
leaving Ireton, he said on Wednesday, but
should still merit consideration alone.

By Eric J. Gilmore

Gazette

H
alfway through the season,
the St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
boys lacrosse team had only
one win. The same school

that went on an unlikely run to the Virginia
Independent School Athletic Association
tournament title, the Saints were a pitiful
1-10.

Then SSSAS won at home against Colle-
giate, then-ranked in the top five in the
state, and even then sensed they had turned
the corner.

And boy they have. Heading into a mid-
week tilt, the fifth-seeded Saints were vy-
ing for the Interstate Athletic Conference
tournament title, a feat that seemed so im-
probable a mere three weeks ago.

Having won six straight games, fifth-
seeded SSSAS ousted Bullis in the first
round and then shocked top-ranked
Georgetown Prep in overtime in the semifi-
nal last Saturday.

Because the IAC works on a point system
that splits the regular season and postseason
tournament, the Saints can’t conceivably
win the league crown. But the fact that
SSSAS, at 7-10 is even in the hunt for a tour-
nament championship, explains how far
they’ve come.

Sophomore Peter Labovich notched the
game-winning goal in overtime, ousting the
Little Hoyas for the second straight season.
Last year, behind 14 seniors, the Saints
tainted Georgetown Prep’s undefeated sea-
son in the IAC tournament before winning
its first-ever VISAA crown.

As the fifth seed in the eight-team tour-
nament, SSSAS started its title defense, ac-
tually before the IAC championship, by de-
feating Woodberry Forest, 10-9, on the road
Tuesday.

In the IAC, the Saints play Landon, who

Saints Lacrosse Teams Prevail In States

The SSSAS girls lacrosse team is undefeated and ranked third in the
nation according to www.laxpower.net

The fourth-seeded Saints downed Woodberry Forest, 10-9, in the first
round to take a step closer to defending their state title

Sports

Girls lax vying for
ISL championship,
while boys looking
for IAC title.

See Ireton,  Page 32

By Eric J. Gilmore

Gazette

B
ishop Ireton knew it was going to
have to pull something special — or
magical — to end up with a rare and

much-coveted Washington Catholic Athletic

Conference tournament title. In both base-
ball and girls lacrosse, the Cardinals
couldn’t muster any more mystique when
it counted.

The girls lacrosse team dropped an 11-8
decision to Good Counsel on Tuesday at
Ludwig Field on the University of
Maryland’s campus. Not having won against
the Falcons since 2003, it was the Good
Counsel’s fifth straight WCAC title.

But second-seeded Ireton still had its
chances, especially early. The Cardinals, led
by George Mason signee Julianne Tela,

scored the game’s first four goals, and then
held a 5-1 advantage before giving up five
straight to close the half.

Ireton, behind sophomore Janet Tela’s
(Julianne’s younger sister) three goals, re-
gained the lead in the second half, only to
have it once again disappear. Junior
Chesney Hellmuth pulled the Cardinals
within a point in the fourth quarter, but
Good Counsel’s Mary Swarthout, the WCAC
Player of the Year scored the last of her
game-high four goals to preserve the win.

Brittany Barnwell had two goals for

Ireton, but received a second yellow in the
waning moments of the first half. Junior
Allie Fife and Julianne Tela each scored
once.

Under first-year head coach Cara Hurrin,
Ireton currently has a 16-4 record, and will
play in the quarterfinals of the Virginia In-
dependent Schools Athletic Association
(VISAA) state tournament on Thursday. The
Cardinals will take on Paul VI, a team they
beat 15-8 on April 16.

Close, But No Cigar In Championships
Ireton’s girls lax, base-
ball fall in WCAC tour-
nament title games.

College Roundup

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Eric Gilmore

703-917-6438 or  ecilmore@connectionnewspapers.com

See Saints,  Page 32
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From Page 31

Sports

Ireton
IN BASEBALL, the fifth-seed Cardinals
weren’t even expected to make it past the
first round, much less the WCAC champi-
onship game against third-seeded DeMatha.
After dispatching O’Connell and Paul VI
over consecutive days, the Stags won hand-
ily, 11-3, in the tournament title last Thurs-
day at Shirley Povich Field in Rockville, Md.

With both team’s best pitchers fatigued,
DeMatha got to Ireton junior starter Dan
Nicoll. The Stags scored three runs in the
third, then added another run in the fifth,
before exploding for seven runs in the sixth.

Ireton (13-13) struggled at the plate,
mostly in part to outstanding DeMatha de-
fense, before tacking three runs in the sev-
enth.

First-year coach Mike Gallagher, selected
as the league coach of the year last week,
had five juniors in the starting lineup, and
none on the first-team all-WCAC. If the Car-
dinals had won, it would have been their
first WCAC boys’ championship in any sport.
Ireton reached the VISAA state title game
in football playing an independent sched-
ule.

“I think it speaks real well to where we’re
going,” said Ireton athletic director Bill
Simmons. “We’re headed in the right direc-
tion and we’ve put a lot of money into the
facilities. And we have some great coaches
right now — when you put that combina-
tion together, it makes you better.”

Ireton failed to make the eight-team
(VISAA) state tournament, which began
Tuesday.

F
or the Jefferson Colonials, last Saturday’s Virginia Scholastic Rowing Champion-
ship had a special significance. The regatta included a ceremony in memory of
former Jefferson rowing coach Eric Rothstein, who was killed in 2001. Driven by

their desire to honor Rothstein and to continue their decade long winning streak, Tho-
mas Jefferson’s Men’s Varsity 8 quickly took the lead in the finals and raced to a gold
medal finish. Also finishing in first place for Jefferson were the Women’s 2nd 8 and the
Men’s 3rd. Taking home silver for the Colonials were the Men’s 2nd 8 and Women’s 3rd
8. Next week, TJ will compete in Philadelphia for the prestigious Stotesbury Cup, with
the Men’s Varsity 8 and Women’s 2nd 8 defending their championship titles.

The Thomas Jefferson Men’s First 8 receives gold medals.
Front, holding Eric Rothstein trophy, coxswain Raj Goel (Herndon).
Back row, from left, Stephen Mathews, Chris Rutley, Chris Gear, Nolan
Pollack, Nader Al-Naji, Patrick Collard, Colin Haas, Phil Grisdela.

Jefferson Crew Wins Gold at States
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Saints Lacrosse Prevail In States
downed St. Albans 8-4 to advance to the

finals on Thursday. With a win, Landon will
win the IAC, but will share the league title
with Georgetown Prep if the Little Hoyas
down Bullis in the consolation game.

Regardless, SSSAS will take on top-
ranked Norfolk Academy, who displaced
Episcopal 14-2 in the first round at St.
Anne’s-Belfield School in Charlottesville, Va.
The game will start at 5:30 p.m.

SSSAS’ NATIONALLY RANKED girls la-

crosse team started its title defense in the
VISAA tournament, pounding Flint Hill, 16-
1, on Tuesday.

Because of the constant rain cancella-
tions, the undefeated Saints are also under-
going some creative scheduling.

In the Independent School League (ISL)
f inal ,  SSSAS faced third-seed
Georgetown Visitation on Wednesday at
Bullis School. Considered the heavy fa-
vorites, the Saints (22-0) haven’ lost a
league game in more than a decade, and
downed their league rivals 16-3 earlier this

season.
The Saints (23-0) displaced Holton-Arms,

with a 16-3 defeat, in the semifinals, when
senior Cassie Pyle notched five goals and
had an assist. Junior Charlotte Davis had
two goals and an assist, and senior school-
record assist holder Hadley Lankford had a
goal and yet another assist.

The Saints are eyeing a repeat of last sea-
son, when the 2007 team won the ISL regu-
lar season title and tournament title, and
the Virginia Independent Schools Athletic
Association championship.

From Page 31

Titans Choose
Schools

Qunitas McCorkle has committed to
wrestle at Clarion University
(Pa.).ºMcCorkle was an All-Met honor-
able mention this past season and has
gone to the state wrestling champion-
ships the past three years.

Ethan and Tyler Cornelio, both three-
year varsity soccer players, have
committed to play soccer at Randolph
Macon College.

Lee Tackett, a pitcher and third
baseman will play baseball at Washing-
ton & Lee University. Sam Alexander
will play baseball at Case Western Re-
serve University.

Other T.C. Williams college signees
include varsity rower Cara Donley (In-

diana), cross country runner Brad
Kenimer (Dartmouth) basketball for-
ward Anthony Winbush (Loyola, Md.),
basketball guard Travis Berry (Virginia
Union) and ice hockey player Ben
Malakoff (Ithaca).

Earl Lloyd To
Headline Charity
Benefit

The Hopkins House will host “An
Evening With Earl Lloyd and NBA
Friends” on from 5:30-9 p.m. on May 18
at the Westin Hotel. The charity benefit
will include Georgetown basketball
coach John Thompson III and WJLA-TV
Sportscaster Tim Brant.

Nicknamed “The Big Cat”, Lloyd was

the first African-American to play in the
National Basketball Association, in the
1950-51 NBA season. T.C. Williams re-
cently named its basketball court “Earl
Lloyd Court.”

Tickets are $75 and include a silent
auction of sports memorabilia. Business
attire is requested. For more informa-
tion, call 703-549-4232 x4085 or visit
www.hopkinshouse.org.

 Sportsman’s Club
To Hold Annual
Banquet

The Alexandria Sportsman’s Club will
host its 2008 Annual High School Ath-
lete Awards Banquet at the Hilton Mark
Center Alexandria Hotel on Wed., May

Sports Briefs

21. Mount Vernon alum and former NFL
offensive lineman Ed Cunningham fea-
tured as the guest speaker.

Individual tickets prices are $50, with
a corporate sponsorship table going for
$750.

A reception hour will be at 6 p.m.,
with a dinner to follow at 7 p.m.

To purchase tickets, mail checks pay-
able to Alexandria Sportsman’s Club at
P.O. Box 1011, Alexandria, Va, 22313.

The Sportsman’s Club, which was
founded in 1947, has themed monthly
meetings at the Old Dominion Boat
Club. Social Hour begins at 7 p.m. fol-
lowed by the regular meeting, which
starts at 7:45 pm. Each meeting features
a guest speaker, and an award pre-
sented to the high school and recreation
department athlete of the month. The
meetings are followed by a casual din-
ner.

Huey Half Of Top-
Ranked Doubles
Tennis Team

Treat Huey, a 2004 St. Stephen’s & St.
Agnes graduate, helped top-seeded Virginia’s
men’s tennis team advance to the round of
16 of the NCAA Tournament for the fifth
consecutive year, defeating Penn State 4-0
Sunday.

Teaming with Somdev Devvarman
(Chennai, India), Huey clinched the opening
point with an 8-2 win at No. 1 doubles over
Michael James and Brendan Lynch.

“I thought that was as good as we have
played all year in doubles,” said head coach
Brian Boland. “That gave us a lot of confi-
dence and a lot of momentum that carried
over into singles.”

Huey is making his second NCAA singles
appearance, as Virginia ties its 2005 school
with three players in the singles draw. Huey
is 32-5 in singles and is ranked No. 28 in the
ITA rankings.

In doubles, Devvarman and Huey, ranked
No. 1 in every week of the year in the ITA
rankings, are the No. 1 seed for the NCAA
Doubles Championship. Last year, the duo
was the No. 2 seed and fell in the semifinals.

This season, Huey and Devvarman won
both the ITA All-America Championships and
the ITA National Indoor Championships in
the fall, and are looking to be just the second
team to win all three major tournaments in
the same season, joining California’s Doug
Eisenman and Matt Lucena who won all
three during the 1989-90 season.

Huey is already Virginia’s all-time career
doubles win leader, a mark he set as a jun-
ior. The Cavaliers are 30-0 and have been
ranked No. 1 in the ITA rankings every week
of the season. They recently won their fourth
ACC championship in five years.

As a Saint, he was a three-time All-Met
Player of the Week, and was ranked No. 1 in
the USTA boys’ 18s singles rankings during
his senior year.

Virginia will travel to the NCAA Champi-
onships, held at the University of Tulsa. The
Cavaliers will meet No. 16 seed Michigan on
Friday.

Williams Sets Meet
Record

In the ISL track championships this past
week, junior Danielle Williams finished first
in the 100 and 200 meters, setting a new meet
record. She also anchored the first-place 100-
meter relay with Tatiana Bull, Mya Reid, and
Olivia Hooper. The same relay, with sopho-
more Brianna Richardson replacing Reid, set
a new school record of 51.22 at the Penn Re-
lays recently. Reid also won the high jump,
helping the Saints to a sixth place finish.

College Roundup

For more information regarding the
club, visit alexsports.org.

Ruffin-Pratt Named
AP Player of the
Year

The Associated Press Group AAA All-
State teams were announced last week,
and included two Titans, as selected by
a panel of sports writers from around
the state. Junior forward Tierra Ruffin-
Pratt was the consensus girls Player of
the Year. She had already been named
the All-Met Player of the Year, Northern
Region Player of the Year and a Parade
All-American.

—Eric Gilmore



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  May 15-21, 2008  ❖  33

TRUSTEE'S SALE

OF VALUABLE

IMPROVED REAL ESTATE

Improved by the premises known as

4463 Pembrook Village Drive, Alexandria, Virginia

In execution of a Deed of Trust from Manfredo Davila, dated March 24, 2005, and recorded 
March 29, 2005, in Deed Book 17115 at page 606 among the Land Records of Fairfax County, 
Virginia, the undersigned substitute trustee will offer for sale at public auction at the front entrance 
of the Judicial Center for Fairfax County, at 4110 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax, Virginia, on

Friday, May 30, 2008

at 1:35 p.m. Eastern Daylight Savings Time

the following property being the property contained in said Deed of Trust, described as follows:

Tax Map No. 101-3-28-0149
Commonly known as 4463 Pembrook Village Drive, Alexandria, Virginia 22309.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $19,000.00 or ten percent (10%) of the sale price, whichev-
er amount is less, in the form of cash or its equivalent will be required of the purchaser at the time 
and place of sale; the balance of the purchase money being due and payable within fifteen (15) 
days after sale, time expressly being of the essence, with interest at the rate of 5.80 percent per 
annum from date of sale to date of settlement. Provided, however, that if the holder of the secured 
promissory note is the successful bidder at the sale, no cash deposit shall be required, and part of 
or the entire indebtedness, including interest and costs, secured by the Deed of Trust, may be set 
off against the purchase price.

Any defaulting purchaser shall forfeit the deposit and stand the risk and cost of resale.

Sale shall be made subject to all existing easements and restrictive covenants as the same 
may lawfully affect the real estate. Sale is further subject to mechanic's and/or materialman's liens 
of record and not of record. The property will be sold subject to all conditions, covenants, restric-
tions, rights of redemption of federal lienholders or encumbrances, and agreements of record af-
fecting the same, if any.

In the event the undersigned trustee is unable to convey to the purchaser good title, then 
purchaser's sole and exclusive remedy shall be in the refund of the deposit paid at the time of sale.

The subject property and all improvements thereon will be sold in "as is" condition without 
warranty of any kind. Purchaser shall be responsible for any and all building and/or zoning code vi-
olations whether of record or not of record, as well as for all unpaid and enforceable homeowners' 
or condominium owners' association dues and assessments, if any. Purchaser also shall be re-
sponsible for obtaining possession of the property at his/her expense. Purchaser shall assume the 
risk of loss and shall be responsible for any damage, vandalism, theft, destruction, or the like, of or 
to the property occurring after the time of sale. Conveyance will be by special warranty deed.

Conveyancing, recording, transfer taxes, notary fees, examination of title, state stamps, and all oth-
er costs of conveyance are to be at the expense of purchaser. State and local taxes, public charg-
es, and special or regular assessments, if any, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and thereafter 
shall be assumed by the purchaser.

The undersigned trustee unconditionally reserves the right: (i) to waive the deposit require-
ment; (ii) to approve or disapprove the creditworthiness of any bidder and/or purchaser; (iii) to with-
draw the property from sale at any time prior to termination of the bidding; (iv) to extend the time for 
bidding; (v) to reject any or all bids; (vi) to postpone or set over the date or time of sale; and (vii) to 
extend the period of time for settlement hereunder.

Additional terms and conditions of sale may be announced at the time of sale.
DAVID N. PRENSKY

Substitute Trustee
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
David N. Prensky
Chasen & Chasen
Suite 500
5225 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20015
(202) 244-4000

Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Panamerican Bakery & Grill, Inc trading as 

Panamerican Bakery & Grill, 650 South Pickett 
Street, Alexandria, VA 22304-4620. The above 

establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL for a Wine & Beer on Premises 
license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 

beverages. Ramiro L. Morgana, President

Alexandria Board of Architectural Review
Parker-Gray District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

====================================
=========================
A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria 
Board of Architectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, MAY 28, 2008 begining at 7:30 PM in 
Council Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the fol-
lowing applications: 

CASE BAR2008-0015
Request for approval of demolition/encapsula-
tion at 320 N. Patrick St, zoned RB Residential 
APPLICANT: Arthur Garden and Maribeth Mon-
ti

CASE BAR2008-0016
Request for approval of addition and alterations 
at 320 N. Patrick St, zoned RB Residential 
APPLICANT: Arthur Garden and Maribeth Mon-
ti

CASE BAR2008-0069
Request for approval of alterations at 1322 
Princess St, zoned RB Residential 
APPLICANT: Marc Pilcher & Wendy Venable

CASE BAR2008-0070
Request for approval of demolition / encapsula-
tion at 700 N. Patrick St, zoned RB Residential 
APPLICANT: Robert C. Byrnes

CASE BAR2008-0071
Request for approval of addition / alterations at
700 N. Patrick St, zoned RB Residential 
APPLICANT: Robert C. Byrnes

CASE BAR2008-0072
Request for approval of alterations at 308 N. 
Patrick St, zoned CL Commercial 
APPLICANT: Lorena Alvarez

CASE BAR2008-0073
Request for approval of alterations at 927 Oro-
noco St, zoned RB Residential 
APPLICANT: Michael Bergner

CASE BAR2008-0074
Request for approval of signage & alterations at
224 N. Henry St, zoned CD Commercial 
APPLICANT: Sam Safaein

CASE BAR2008-0081
Request for approval of alterations to previously 
approved plans at 227 N West St, zoned RB 
Residential. 
APPLICANT: Brendan M. Owens
BOARD ACTION:

Information about the above item(s) may be ob-
tained from the Department of Planning and 
Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 2100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 

838-4666

LEGAL NOTICE
The Virginia Department of Historic Resour-
ces will hold a Public Information Hearing to 

discuss the proposed.

Uptown Parker-Gray Historic District in Alexan-
dria, VA.  The Public Hearing is scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 20, 2008, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
in St. Joseph’s Catholic Church at 711 N. Co-
lumbus Street in Alexandria, VA 22314.   Public 
comment regarding the proposal will be taken at 
the time of the hearing or can be sent to: Direc-
tor Kathleen Kilpatrick, VA Department of His-
toric Resources, 2801 Kensington Avenue, 
Richmond, VA 23221. These proposals have 
been recommended eligible for the Virginia 
Landmarks and National Register.  Proposals 
will be presented to the State Review Board and 
the Historic Resources Board on June 19, 2008 
in Richmond, VA.  For a copy of the proposal 
and/or a boundary map, contact Jean McRae, 
VA Department of Historic Resources, 804-367-
2323 x-102 or jean.mcrae@dhr.virginia.gov.

Legal Notices

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
THURSDAY, JUNE 12, 2008 - 7:30 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, City Hall 
Alexandria, Virginia

Information about these items may be obtained 
from the: Department of Planning and Zoning, 
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, Virgin-
ia 22314, telephone: (703) 838-4688 
====================================

BZA CASE #2008-0017 
407 E. WINDSOR AVENUE 
R-2-5, RESIDENTIAL 
Patrick Briggs and Dorinda Salcido, owners: 
Variance to enlarge an existing detached one-
car garage to a two-car garage on the rear 
south and west side property lines. If the var-
iance is granted, the Board of Zoning Appeals 
will be granting a variance from section 12-
102(A)of the zoning ordinance relating to physi-
cal enlargement of a noncomplying structure.

BZA CASE #2008-0018 
718 GRAND VIEW DRIVE 
R, RESIDENTIAL 
Matthew and Kristina Bucholz, owners by Chris-
tine Leonard, architect: Special exception to 
construct a covered open front porch 17.00 feet 
from the front property line facing Grand View 
Drive. If the special exception is granted, the 
Board of Zoning Appeals will be granting a spe-
cial exception from section 12-102(A)of the zon-
ing ordinance relating to physical enlargement 
of a noncomplying structure. 

BZA CASE #2008-0019 
2024 SCROGGINS ROAD 
R-8, RESIDENTIAL 
Shawn McLemore and Stephanie Meyer, own-
ers: Special exception to construct a one story 
addition over an existing porch 6.00 feet from 
the north side property line. If the special ex-
ception is granted, the Board of Zoning Appeals 
will be granting a special exception from section 
12-102(A)of the zoning ordinance relating to 
physical enlargement of a noncomplying struc-
ture.

BZA CASE #2008-0013 
334 COMMERCE STREET 
CD, RESIDENTIAL 
Neil and Sheila Jurinski: Variance to construct a 
two story rear addition in the rear yard reducing 
open space from 496 square feet to 346 square 
feet. If the variance is granted, the Board of 
Zoning Appeals will be granting a variance from 
section 12-102(A)of the zoning ordinance relat-
ing to physical enlargement of a noncomplying 
structure.

LEGAL NOTICE
The City of Alexandria has been selected to re-
ceive $17,125 in order to aid the City's emer-
gency food and shelter programs. Any public or 
private voluntary agencies who wish to apply for 
funds from the Emergency Food and Shelter 
Program should contact Mike Lanigan of Catho-
lic Charities of the Diocese of Arlington (200 N. 
Glebe Road, Suite 506, Arlington) by calling 
703-841-3830. Interested agencies may also 
get an application by emailing 
webmaster@ccda.net. All applications must be 
received by May 23, 2008.

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ019714-08-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
TAYANNA MOORE
The object of this suit is to:
Approve the permanency plan submitted by 
Alexandria DHS, with the goal of adoption, to 
terminate the residual parental rights and 
responsibilities of unknown father of Tayanna 
Denise Moore born 4/17/2007 to Lakisha 
Moore, authorize Alexandria DHS to place 
Tayanna Denise Moore for Adoption; and to no-
tify the unknown father of Tayanna Denise 
Moore that no further notice of any future hear-
ing will be given.
It is ORDERED that the defendant unknown 
father appear at the above named Court and 
protect his or her interests on or 
before 6/20/2008 at 3:00pm

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ021734-01-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
ELIZABETH SANTOS-MOLINA
The object of this suit is to:
Custody/Visitation.
It is ORDERED that the defendant Rene 
Rodriguez appear at the above named Court 
and protect his or her interests on or before 
8/19/2008 at 11:00am

Legal Notices

OBITUARY
Hugh Allen Cundiff, Sr, 
84 of Roanoke, Virginia, went 
home to be with the Lord and 
his dearly beloved wife on Friday, February 15, 
2008. He was born in Moneta, Virginia on July 
18, 1923, and had relocated  from Merritt Island, 
Florida, to the Roanoke area. 
He retired from the United States Army after 26 
yrs of service, having served in World War II, 
the Korean War and the Vietnam War. He also 
was a Pan Am retiree. 
Hugh was a very loving and caring husband, 
father, grandfather, great-grandfather and 
brother. His favorite pastime was fishing, fishing 
and more fishing. 
He was preceded in death by his wife of 59 yrs, 
Olive Louise Cundiff and son, Wesley Howard 
Cundiff. 
He is survived by his children, Diane C. Helvey 
and son-in-law Mike Helvey of Roanoke, Robert 
Cundiff and daughter-in-law Gloria Cundiff of Ft. 
Meyers, Florida, David Cundiff and daughter-in-
law Debbie Cundiff of Virginia Beach, Virginia, 
Peggy A. Crawford and son-in-law David Craw-
ford of Merritt Island, and Allen Cundiff, Jr and 
daughter-in-law Eileen Cundiff of Oneonta, 
Alabama; sisters Dorothy Guthrie of Roanoke, 
Darlene Cook of Roanoke, and Doris Robertson 
of Lafayette, Virginia. He was grandfather of 
Danielle Brugh, Michele Ward, Michael Helvey, 
Matthew Crawford, Kevin Cundiff, Catherine 
Crawford, Brian Cundiff, Eric Cundiff, Colleen 
Crawford, Hope Crawford, Ryan Smith, and 
Kristyn Buhler; great-grandfather to Wesley 
Brugh, Austin Brugh, Robert(RJ) Ward, 
Rebecca Ward and Ryan Giglio. 
A memorial service with grandson, Matthew 
Crawford, officiating was held Monday Feb. 18, 
2008 in Salem, VA. 

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ021356-03-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
JASMINE POMMIER
The object of this suit is to:
Approve the permanency plan submitted by 
Alexandria DHS, with the goal of adoption, to 
terminate the residual parental rights and re-
sponsibilties of Consuelo M. Angel, mother of 
Jasmine Pommier, born 11/22/2007 and to give 
DHS the right to place the child for adoption. 
It is ORDERED that the defendant Consuelo M 
Angel (mother) appear at the above named 
Court and protect his or her interests on or 
before 6/6/2008 at 3:00pm

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ021356-04-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
JASMINE POMMIER
The object of this suit is to:
Approve the permanency plan submitted by 
Alexandria DHS, with the goal of adoption, to 
terminate the residual parental rights and re-
sponsibilties of unknown father to Jasmine 
Pommier, born 11/22/2007 and to give DHS the 
right to place the child for adoption. 
It is ORDERED that the defendant Unknown 
father appear at the above named Court and 
protect his or her interests on or before 6/6/2008 
at 3:00pm

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ019714-07-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
TAYANNA MOORE
The object of this suit is to:
Approve the permanency plan submitted by 
Alexandria DHS, with the goal of adoption, to 
terminate the residual parental rights and 
responsibilities of Christopher Williams, the 
unlocatable, putative father of Tayanna Denise 
Moore born 4/17/2007 to Lakisha Moore, 
authorize Alexandria DHS to place Tayanna 
Denise Moore for Adoption; and to notify 
Christopher Williams that no further notice of 
any future hearing will be given.
It is ORDERED that the defendant Christopher 
Williams appear at the above named Court and 
protect his or her interests on or 
before 6/20/2008 at 3:00pm

Public Hearing will be held by the City Council 
of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council 
Chambers, City Hall, City of Alexandria, Virgin-
ia, on Tuesday, May 20, 2008, at 7:00 p.m., or 
as soon thereafter as may be heard on the 
hereinafter described items.

*******
AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Sec-
tion 5-8-152 (PERMITS FOR EXCESSIVE SIZE 
AND WEIGHT, ETC.), of Article I (VEHICLE 
WEIGHT LIMITS), Chapter 8 (PARKING AND 
TRAFFIC REGULATIONS) of Title 5 (TRANS-
PORTATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERV-
ICES) of the Code of the City of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, 1981, as amended.

The proposed ordinance includes permit fees 
for operating overweight and oversize limit vehi-
cles on City streets in the new uniform proce-
dure for setting fees and charges; requires such 
permit fees to be included in the new compendi-
um of City fees on the City’s website, and re-
quires that such fees be re-examined annually 
as part of the budget process.

*******
AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Sec-
tion 3-2-301 (GENERALLY) Article Q (FEE FOR 
PASSING BAD CHECKS TO CITY), Chapter 2 
(TAXATION), Title 3 (FINANCE, TAXATION 
AND PROCUREMENT) to the Code of the City 
of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended.

The proposed ordinance increases the fee for 
passing bad checks to the City from $25 to $35.

******
AN ORDINANCE of the City of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia authorizing the issuance of General Obli-
gation Capital Improvement Bonds in the esti-
mated maximum amount of $70,000,000; and 
providing for reimbursement to the City of Alex-
andria from Bond proceeds.

The proposed ordinance authorizes the issu-
ance of general obligation capital improvement 
bonds for various public improvements in the 
estimated maximum amount of $70,000,000.

*******
AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Sec-
tion 12-7-12(COMPOSITION; OFFICERS; AP-
POINTMENT, TERM AND COMPENSATION 
OF MEMBERS) of Article B (CONSUMER AF-
FAIRS COMMISSION), Chapter 7 (CONSUM-
ER AFFAIRS), of Title 12 (EDUCATION, SO-
CIAL SERVICES AND WELFARE), of the Code 
of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as 
amended.

The proposed ordinance revises the member-
ship of the Consumer Affairs Commission, to 
permit the appointment of citizens-at-large in 
lieu of business representatives, if the positions 
for business representatives remain unfilled for 
three months, and to change one position for a 
consumer action organization representative to 
a citizen-at-large position. These changes were 
requested by the Consumer Affairs Commis-
sion.

*******
AN ORDINANCE to vacate a portion of the pub-
lic right-of-way located adjacent to and below 
206 Reineker’s Lane, the City of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia (VAC No. 2007-0001), and to permit an 
encroachment for existing stairs and planters lo-
cated along the public right-of-way at 1702 
Duke Street.

The proposed ordinance vacates a portion of 
the public right-of-way adjacent to and below 
206 Reineker’s Lane, subject to payment to the 
City of $51,000.000, and restrictions on devel-
opment of the vacated land, for the purpose of 
permitting the adjacent property owner to con-
struct an underground parking garage in the 
area. The City retains easements for the exist-
ing public sidewalks and utilities. The proposed 
ordinance also permits Owner to reconstruct 
and maintain existing stairs and planters that 
are currently located and encroaching along 
1701 Duke Street.

********
AN ORDINANCE authorizing the tenant of 220 
North Lee Street to establish and maintain an 
encroachment for outdoor restaurant seating at 
220 North Lee Street, in the City of Alexandria, 
Virginia.

The proposed ordinance permits the restaurant 
located at 220 North Lee Street to establish out-
door seating in the adjacent sidewalk area.

*********
Public Hearing on a Report of the Naming Com-
mittee on the Proposal to Name the Duke Street 
Bridge Near the Beatley Library in Honor of the 
Late Richard Leibach. (#31, 5/13/08)

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMEND-
MENTS OR ADDITIONS MAY BE MADE TO 
PROPOSED ORDINANCES WITHOUT FUR-
THER PUBLICATION. IT IS RECOMMENDED 

Legal Notices

THAT PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF 
THESE ORDINANCES OBTAIN FREE FULL-
TEXT COPIES FROM THE CITY CLERK AT 
CITY HALL. JACKIE M. HENDERSON, CMC, 
CITY CLERK

 (APO #132398)

Legal Notices
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Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

GREAT JOB OPPORTUNITY
Work at Historic Mount Vernon

Part-Time Tour Guide positions available
Call or email:

Gail Cassidy 703-799-8610
gcassidy@mountvernon.org

Air Conditioning
Service Specialties, Inc. is seeking HVAC 
techs for both Res. & light Comm. work 
in No VA. Enjoy excellent union benefit 
package w/full fam. med, pension, train-
ing, holidays, vac & competitive salary. 
Must have valid drivers license, provide 
good driving record & submit to drug 
screening.    Call   SSI   8-5pm    Mon-Fri 

703-968-0606

ARLINGTON COSMETIC DENTAL GP
Experienced receptionist/dental assistant 

is needed for new dental office in 
Arlington. Bilingual is a plus. Please call 

703-945-4044.

EXPERIENCE THE JOYS AND REWARDS

Over 550 independently owned & operated offices worldwide

Our Comfort Keepers® come first, that is why we
provide a compensation package that is second to
none in the area.  We also offer flexible full-time
or part-time hours, bonus programs. We only hire
the best!  If that’s you and you want to learn more
about becoming a Comfort Keeper, call us at

703-591-7117or visit
www.BeAComfortKeeper.com.

BONUS FOR LIVE INS

Demonstrators
C.A. Courtesy Demos is looking for profes-
sional and friendly Product Demonstra-
tors to join our growing team.  You will 
promote brands by passing out samples 
and driving sales of our clients’ products 
in local Giant stores.  Hours are Fri-Sun 
10-4.  Must have own car, card table and 
be able to stand for 6 hours.  If interested 
please call 1-866-619-6633 or visit our 
website at www.cacourtesydemos.com

LIFEGUARDS
Now hiring for the following positions:

◆ Lifeguards ◆ Pool Managers 

◆ Supervisors ◆ Regional Managers

F/T & P/T  positions.  Free training.  
Call 1-877-540-7665 or apply online at 

www.americanpooltraining.com

MANAGER
Ten Thousand Villages is looking for a 
full time Manager for our retail store in 
Old Town Alexandria.  Retail mgmt. exp. 
req.  Evening and weekend work req. 
Salary plus benefits.  Apply in person at 
915    King   Street,   or  email  resume  to
contact@villagesofalexandria.com.

Manager of General Accounting
The Manager of General Accounting reports to the Chief Financial Officer, and is responsible for all financial statement,
general ledger and accounts payable activities.  The individual is also responsible for insuring appropriate internal con-
trols, both within the Finance department and within the rest of the organization.

Specific Qualifications include:
• Bachelors Degree in Accounting
• Minimum of 8 years of accounting experience, including at least three years in a supervisory role

Staff Accountant
The Staff Accountant reports to the Manager of General Accounting, and is responsible for preparing journal entries, rec-
onciling and analyzing general ledger accounts, and understanding and maintaining internal controls.

Specific Qualifications include:
• Bachelors Degree in Accounting
• Minimum of 3 years of accounting experience, including bank and account reconciliation work in an automated system

environment

General Qualifications for both positions include:
• Excel proficiency
• Must be organized, analytical, accurate, detail-oriented, able to handle multiple tasks simultaneously, and able to

complete work assignments in a timely manner
• Must have good communication skills, both verbally and in writing
• Must interact with others at all levels in a courteous, professional manner
• Previous experience in an automated accounting environment is required; experience with Microsoft Dynamics

(Great Plains) is helpful
• Previous experience with fund accounting is helpful

Development Assistant: reports to Manager, Membership and is charged with providing administrative support
functions in the Development Office.

Specific responsibilities:  Answer dept. calls and inquiries; Record actions in “RE DB”; Filing; Direct requests from staff,
prospective guests, and potential and current donors / members including “concierge” type projects; Support special
events and prep for board meetings; Various Data Entry responsibilities including maintenance and tracking of donor /
member programs and events: Update, maintain online membership calendar; act as back up for departmental data
entry of contributions; Assist in processing and mailing membership notices; enhance departmental collaboration; record
minutes for various meetings, committee functions and support groups; work as liaison w/other MVLA depts. to coordi-
nate donor needs; Other duties as assigned.

Qualifications:
• Outgoing, interactive demeanor, enjoys working with diverse groups
• Experience with donor services in development office settings a plus
• Excellent customer service and telephone etiquette required
• Excellent organizational and communication skills
• Ability to manage multiple priorities along parallel tracks and meet deadlines
• Sensitivity and an interest in the mission of George Washington’s Mount Vernon
• Computer proficient in MS Office Suite and basic knowledge of Raisers’ Edge
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent training through job experience

Please send a cover letter and resume with salary history to Mount Vernon’s Human Resources Department by email to
hrmail@mountvernon.org, by fax to 703.780.8320 or by US Mail to POB 110, Mount Vernon, VA 22121. Mount Vernon is
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Nannies needed  to start ASAP,
$15-$20/hr, legal, drive. 

703-779-7999
nanniesbynature.com

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

Schedules, Sales/Svc,
 no exp nec, all ages 17+,

conditions apply.
703-845-8680

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& ‘08 HS Grads

$17 base-appt, FT/PT

POOL MANAGER & 
LIFEGUARDS

Fairfax County Park Authority seeks an 
assistant pool manager and lifeguards 
for MLK outdoor pool in the Mt. 
Vernon/Gum Springs area - $12.00 & 
$8.63    respectively. Lifeguard  training 
is   free.   Contact    John   McCarthy   at 
john.mccarthy@fairfaxcounty.gov or 

703-324-8549.

COLLEGE
STUDENTS

& ‘08 H.S. GRADS
SUMMER WORK!

$17.00 Base-Appt, FT/PT,
Sales/Svc, No Exp Nec,

All Ages 17+, Conditions Apply
703-359-7600

SHUTTLE DRIVER
Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads is 

seeking a part-time driver to provide 
shuttle service for staff on Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons.  Applicants must 
have a good driving record, excellent 

interpersonal skills and feel comfortable 
driving a 14-passenger van. To apply, 

visit www.goodwinhouse.org or call 
703-578-7204/ EOE 

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

LIFEGUARD SUPERVISOR
EARN UP TO $800 PER WEEK
Looking for organized people that can
manage up to 10 pools and up to 50 staff.
Prefer applicant with pool experience. Must

have reliable transportation. Must
be or become certified in
LGT, CPR, First Aid, as
well as hold current Pool
Operator’s License.

Contact Chris @ 703-906-2651
Email: chriswaters@winklerpool.com

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects
of the newspaper business. Internships avail-
able in reporting, photography, research,
graphics. Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career. Unpaid.
Call John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or email
internship@connection
newspapers.com
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The winner of puzzle #0306-3 is:

F.J. Pepper

LIFEGUARDS
WANTED

We Will Train You!
Winkler Pool Management is

NOW HIRING lifeguards for the 2008
summer season.

Call Megan at 703-906-1647 or email at

meganbaker@winklerpool.com

EmploymentEmployment

CANVASSERS

Needed for DC/N. VA area. Great 
Pay and incentives. Contact Mark 
anytime at  443-677-2456.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

RECEPTIONIST
Alexandria based trade association near 
King Street Metro seeks an enthusiastic and 
reliable individual to handle the front desk 
operations.  F/T,  Mon-Fri, 8:30-5:00.  Re-
sponsibilities include screening/directing in-
coming calls, general clerical duties, greet-
ing visitors/vendors, assisting administrative 
staff with word processing, data entry, and 
internet research tasks as requested. The ide-
al candidate is a multi-tasker with a positive 
attitude and professional phone manner. 
Generous benefits pkg includes pd parking, 
vacation/sick leave, 401K and health insur-
ance.  If you’re looking for an opportunity to 
join a friendly staff in a pleasant work envi-
ronment, e-mail resume & salary require-
ments  to: receptionist.position@safnow.org.  
No phone calls please.

I have never been a knight in shining
armor. Nor have I ever been a man in
uniform (Cub Scouts and organized team
sports notwithstanding). Certainly I have
been a fish out of water and on occasion, I
will admit to having been a bit of a
wallflower. I may not be the most
memorable character you’ll ever meet, but
nor am I totally forgettable, either. I try not
to take up too much space (figuratively
speaking) and require very little attention as
well. Left alone, I will not wither and die.

Basically, I need to be fed and watered
daily, just like our mini rex rabbit, Chester;
he seems fairly content to nibble his kibble,
crinkle his nose, drink his water, inhale his
kale, and toss his toys from side to side and
seems not bitter at all when he uses his
litter. When out and about (about 30
minutes a day), he hips and hops and
chews everything in sight, and a few things
we can’t see so he needs to be monitored
at all times (not unlike some people I
know).

Left well enough alone, he will cause
goat-like carnage in the house (he’s an
indoor bunny). He’s already chewed
Comcast cable wires, “Monster” brand
stereo cables, newspapers and magazines,
the fringe on Oriental rugs, upholstery and
anything and everything he can get his
buck teeth on. As simple and mundane as
his routine/life appears to be, he seems
content, so far as we know. I mean, we
haven’t received any complaints as yet, and
he’s been a member of the family going on
five years.

It seems like the responsibilities I have —
and fulfill — with respect to care-giving our
animals (four at present; two cats, one dog
and of course, Chester), are the closest I’ll
get to wearing shining armor. And yet, I’ll
likely never know if that’s how my actions
are perceived. Will a cat rubbing his hind
quarters against my leg or curling his tail
under my nose mean love, gratitude and
appreciation? Or will he merely be
scratching an itch and I’m the closest thing
around? Does my dog Bailey’s close
proximity to my body indicate his love for
me or am I simply protection from a nearby
draft or is it a non-verbal queue to “treat”
him as soon as I get up? Is Chester’s licking
of my hand yet another sign of love and
affection or is it, as my wife, Dina, has
suggested, merely his need for salt and
moisture (a salt lick is a recommended in-
cage necessity for rabbits)?

Obviously the animals can’t talk to me
(unless this was a Disney movie), but their
actions speak volumes, right? I am their
hero, their universe, their savior. Without
me (and Dina, too) their life would be
difficult, incomplete you might say. Their
eyes, their focused glares, tell me all I need
to know. And though they are not blood
relatives, they are family nonetheless and
providing their cradle to grave needs gives
me a certain stature — and pride — that I
don’t think I would otherwise have, nor
have ever had not having been in uniform
— or armor — in my life (not counting
Halloween, either).

Granted, there’s more to life than animal
magnetism, but given my modest demands
and familial associations, I’m fairly content
to walk quietly — and write weekly — as to
my comings and goings, misgivings, faults
and foibles and stick it to the man; that
man most often being me. It’s easy to take
shots at others, anybody can do that. I’d
rather stick to the subject matter I know
best; me, myself and I. It may not be much
but it beats the alternative.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Write On!
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

And an  extra
special nod to
GALE Pierce!
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703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Darhele Assoc.
✦Walkways ✦Patios 
✦Driveways ✦Brick 

✦Concrete ✦Flagstone
since 1985   free est

703-764-2720
www.darhele.com

WHITE TAIL EXPRESS
Junk Removal & Hauling
Solid Waste Removal •Yard, Construction
Debris •Entire Home Cleanup •Furniture

& Appliances •Estate Clean-out
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed • Insured

Aubrey, 571-216-9292

COYLE CONSTRUCTION, INC.
• Clearing • Grading • Hauling

• Sewer/water line
• VA Class “A”

License/insurance/workman’s comp
Reasonable rates • Sully Station resident

Ofc: 703-250-8910  Cell:703-508-7712

HOME REPAIR/
REMODELING
No Job too Small

Bathroom, Basement, Kitchens
Interior Doors, Framing, Ceramic Tile, 
Laminate floors, Deck & porch repairs, 
Moulding, Drywall, Interior Painting, 

Drywall Repair Licensed & Insured

703-431-9677       571-297-4242

OLD TOWN CARPENTRY
Home Remodeling, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Crown Molding

Neil Hughes
Licensed & Insured

703-799-8969

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

REPAIR SOLUTIONS

703-799-0020

•KITCHENS/BATHS
•ADDITIONS  •BASEMENTS
•CARPENTRY  •DRYWALL
•PATIOS  •PORCHES
•GARAGES  •PAINTING
•FENCING  •TILE  •DECKS
•PLUMBING  •ELECTRIC
•HEATING & A/C

HANDYMAN & “HONEY
DO” JOBS WELCOME
FULL SERVICE
REMODELING AND
REPAIRS. 20 YRS
EXPERIENCE. LOCALLY
OWNED, INSURED,
LICENSED.

“Call For Special Promotions”
Countertops, Floors, Cabinet

Replacements & Refinishing, Cust.
Painting, Complete Interior Remodeling
Free Estimates • Excellent References

Call Thomas Martins
703-327-1889

Established 1988

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

The
PLANTSMAN

“PLANTING MAINTENANCE AND DESIGN”
Gardens, Beds, Tree, Shrub, Flower: Prune,

Weed, Fertilize, Edge, Mulch, Cleanup, Division,
Transplant, Dead head, Lawn repair,

Stone Walls, Hardscape
703-329-1908

www.landisscapes.com
Free Estimates

VA. Certified
Horticulturist

Licensed,
Bonded, Insured

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Custom Masonry
(703) 768-3900

Brick, Flagstone & Concrete
Repairs and New Installation

All work guaranteed
Licensed   Insured

Visit us on the web at
www.custommasonryofva.com

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

SPRING SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbishing • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-768-2151

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

CONCRETE CONCRETE

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

HAULING HAULING

PAINTING PAINTING

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

MASONRY MASONRY

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles

•Repairs •Reroofs

•Flat Roofs

Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

ROOFING & SIDING SPECIALISTS
FREE ESTIMATES

POLYTECH ROOFING CO.

• FULLY INSURED  • INSURANCE CLAIMS  • VA LIC. #2705-050771A  • 10 YRS OF
LOCAL EXPERIENCE  • GUARANTEED QUALIFIED WORKMANSHIP

•  REFERENCES & WRITTEN WARRANTEES

ALL TYPES OF:
Roofing
Siding

Gutters
Windows

Emergency Repairs

703-734-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

MASONRY MASONRY

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

CONCRETE

RATCLIFF
CONSTRUCT. 

CO.
Concrete & Brick  
Stone Specialist

Additions & Basemnts 
4th Generation,

Class A Lic & Ins 
Free Est.

800-820-1404

GUTTER

GUTTER

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

LAWN SERVICE

Group Rates Avail.!

PINNACLE
SERVICES, INC.

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

703-354-4333

20 YEARS EXP.

• Wood Replace & Wrapping
• Pressure Washing,
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

metrogutter.com

HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne

Light Electrical • Plumbing 
• Bathroom Renovation •  

Ceramic Tile • Drywall 
Repair

703-922-4190
www.rclhomerepairs.com

Licensed        Insured

HAULING

Spring General
Yard Cleanup, Tree 

& Trash removal

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING
Yard Debris Decks
Furniture Sidewalks
Appliances Houses
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Mulching • Sealing • Fertilizing
Sodding • Spring Cleanup

703-863-7465

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

SPRING
CLEAN-UP

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

LAWN SERVICE

 TREE CUTTING,
Mulching, Spring

Cleanup, Lawn
Mowing, Sprinklers,

French Drains,
Drywall, Painting

Licensed            Insured
THE MAGIC GARDENER

703-780-2272 or
703-328-2270

TREE SERVICE

• Clean Yard &
  • Brush Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

This is an age in which one
cannot find common sense
without a search warrant.

-George F. Will
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ClassifiedClassified

CONDO ON LAKE ANNE IN RESTON. 
PRIVATE  BALCONY OVERLOOKING THE LAKE.

2BR, 1BA  SEPARATE DINING ROOM. FLR TO CEILING   
WINDOWS. FP, NEW CENTRAL AIR/HEAT UNITS. 

ENJOY  CONCERTS FROM YOUR BALCONY, WALK TO 
FINE RESTAURANTS, SHOPS, SWIMMING POOL, 

TENNIS COURTS AND MORE! $245,000 
CALL DONNA 703-819-3003

DEL RAY COMMUNITY
FLEA MARKET

SATURDAY JUNE  14, 2008
9 a.m.- 2 p.m.

at: The Salavation Army
1804 Mt. Vernon Avenue

Alexandria, Virginia 22301
(Enter around back in parking lot)

To reserve a table call: 703-548-0579  

PIANOS
1/2 Price

After more than 50 yrs - we’re closing out!
Band Instruments, guitars, violins,

office file cabs. & desks.
Pianos starting at $995

Call Gordon Keller
703-548-8833

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

29 Misc. for Sale 29 Misc. for Sale

28 Yard Sales 28 Yard Sales

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

3 RE for Rent

ALEX/MONTEBELLO 2 br 
2ba Lux condo, 1/4 mi metro 

$1750mo 703-473-0900

“Cabin in the Woods" is 
available to rent starting 1st 
of April. Charming, authen-
tic, romantic cabin sitting on 
over 50 acres, backing into 
Furnace Mountain just north 
of Lucketts. $1575/mo Call 
today and start living in

"a little piece of history"!  
571-277-7710

4 RE for Sale

Alexandria         
$850,000

Stunning 3 lvl, cape, nr Old 
Town, 4 br 3 ba, hrdwood 

flrs, skylights, granite c’tops 
red birch cabs, stainless 
appl. cath ceilings, 2 fps 
upper lvl study/playroom,

patio, and more. dir: W from 
Metro to King St, to 
727 Upland Place. 

Open 1-4    Sunday 5/18. 
Fairfax Realty  Call Ray 

703-725-5922

12 Commercial Lease

OLD TOWN ALEX 2,500 SF 
2nd fl ofc 105 S Columbus at 

King. 301-441-3434 x101
CRC COMMERCIAL

15 Getaways

Ocean City
18th St/Boardwalk 

Condo
3rd floor, turnkey 

Beautiful:everything new
$800,000.

410-829-3201

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

26 Antiques

WANTED
SPORTS CARDS & 

MEMORABILIA
Huggins & Scott Auctions is 

looking to buy or consign 
your VINTAGE (Pre-1970) 

Sports Cards & Memorabilia 
+ older Americana collecti-

bles including Toys, Games, 
Trains, Comics, Coins, Politi-

cal Items, etc. for our next 
World Wide Internet Auction
Call Craig 703-220-4718 to 

discuss your collection
hugginsandscott.com

28 Yard Sales

2 Family yard sale 5/17 8-4 
Waynewood, Crossley pl r/d 

5/18 riding mower lots of stuff 

Comm Yard Sale 5/17, 8-1 
r/d 5/18 Raceway Farms, 

Newington, VA off Telegraph 
Rd. bet Beulah & Ffx.Co 

Pwky.

Kingstowne/Alexandria
Community-wide Yard Sale

Sat 5/17, 8am-5pm. Rain Date 
5/18, 8am-5pm. Off Beltway 
bet. Franconia/Beulah and 

Franconia/Springfield.

Mt Vernon Manor/Mt Zephyr
Community Yard Sales. 

Sat 17 May 8 am. Over 350 
S GW Pkwy.  R Old Mill 
Road.  R Gateshead

Multi-fam yard sale, Sat 5/17, 
9-1, 3591 Stephies ct, off Rt 
235 baby items, furn, powr 

washr, h/h goods rugs, jewlry

29 Misc. for Sale

$250 KING Pillow Top 
Mattress & Box set (3pc)-
Brand New, Never Used 

w/warranty. (Retail $500+) 
Deliverable 571-926-1990 

7 PC Cherry Sleigh Bedroom 
set - Brand new in boxes, 

Worth $1200+ 
(Can help deliver)Asking $575 

571-926-1990

29 Misc. for Sale

QN Pillow Top Mattress & 
box set Brand new in plastic 

w/warranty! Can deliver. 
(Worth $300+) MUST SELL 

$150  571-926-1990

34 Pets

11 wk old seal (black) white  
M Italian greyhound puppy

for pet adoption. Healthy, 
sound and loving dog looking 

for a forever home. 
703-967-6646 for inquiries

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

117 Adoption

Loving couple seeks to 
adopt newborn. Will pay 

legal/medical expenses. 
Helen/Larry 888-834-3646

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

From Page 8

Commentary

of the City, increase commer-
cial uses and taxes proportion-
ately to residential and provide
future funding for enhanced
City services that benefit all of
the City’s constituencies.

Christine Michaels
President & CEO

Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce

Story Offended
To the Editor:

I am a very loyal reader of
the Alexandria Gazette Packet.
Unfortunately, as the catcher
for the T.C. Williams JV Soft-
ball team, I was both upset and
offended by your article on the
varsity team.

I am not going to feign that
our softball teams are out-
standing. It is quite obvious
that we have a lot of work to
do before we can consider our-
selves real competitors in the
Patriot District. I know that
many of the girls on JV had
never even played softball be-
fore this season. We’ve spent
many long hours learning the
ropes of this wonderful game.

However, our teams are mak-
ing great progress. JV won
three games and tied once- a
huge improvement compared
to consecutive no-win seasons
in the past. Varsity came away

From Page 9

ables customers to recycle their plastic bags, and Giant gives
customers three cents for every bag they reuse (although you
might have to remind some clerks).

I don’t want Alexandria to stretch its legal authority and in-
vite lawsuits from yet another socially undesirable industry (in
this case, the lawsuit would come from the “Progressive Bag
Alliance”).   But I would like our City to use the authority and
“bully pulpit” it does have to the fullest.

We should mount a major public education campaign on this
issue.  The most powerful weapon against the plastic bag is well-
informed and concerned consumers who encourage retailers to
do the right thing and patronize the stores that do.

But we should go further.  We should consider requiring the
largest retailers to offer recycling of plastic bags.  We should
look for ways to reward and incentivize retailers to offer reus-
able bags for sale at a modest cost (free advertising!) and offer
rebates for customers who bring their own bags.  Eventually, if
we can, we should consider a fee on the use of plastic bags.

In our region, only Annapolis and Baltimore have considered
legislation to limit plastic bags.  Three bills were introduced in
the Virginia General Assembly on the subject (two of them just
called for studies), but none of them went anywhere.  As an
eco-city that is home to, or second home to, many Members of
Congress and federal officials, Alexandria’s leadership on this
issue could have repercussions far beyond our city limits.

Let’s bag the plastic bag.

Bag the Plastic Bag?

Letters

with two wins, one of them
crushing George Mason 16-7.
Everything is really coming to-
gether, and you can tell that we
have success in our future.

So, I have a question for you.
Do you think that calling us
“embarrassingly bad” is going
to help us improve? I was un-
der the impression that every-
one at the Gazette and in Al-
exandria was rooting for, not
against us. I can understand
being disappointed in our
teams, as I have felt that my-
self as well. But almost poking
fun at our expense is not an
appropriate way to discuss our
situation. I have many times in
this past season wished you
would write about our softball
team. I now regret that. If you
are going to insult us, and not
compliment us on the progress
we have made this season, I
would prefer you not write
about us at all.

Lauren McCracken
Alexandria

Write
The Gazette Packet welcomes

views on any public issue.
 Send to:

Letters to the Editor
Gazette Packet

Call: 703-917-6431.
By e-mail:

maweber@connectionnewspapers.com
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