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Schools

By David Schultz

The Connection

T
he Arlington public school sys-
tem is grappling with over
crowding issues, lagging capital
projects, an achievement gap

and many other difficult issues. Simulta-
neously, the School Board is in a state of
great flux. Three members of the five-mem-
ber Board have retired since 2006 and an-
other – 24-year veteran Frank Wilson – is
set to step down at the end of this year. At
the center of it all is Dr. Robert Smith,
Arlington’s Superintendent of Schools.
Since being hired in 1997, Smith has en-
joyed widespread support but lately, Smith
has had to deal with many issues that have
garnered  criticism. Earlier this year, hun-
dreds of parents publicly spoke out against
his plan to redraw school boundaries. Days
after proposing a much-anticipated capital
improvement plan, Smith sat down for a
wide-ranging interview on some of the most
pressing issues Arlington Public Schools
now faces.

Did you anticipate the reaction you
got from your boundary proposal?

Sure. Yes.
Why did you propose what you pro-

posed?
I thought that I was compelled to follow

the guidelines and the direction that had
been established by the School Board. The
proposal that came from the committee ini-
tially I didn’t believe followed that direc-
tion. So I gave them a starting point.

Were you surprised that the reac-
tion was that intense?

No. People get really upset with bound-
aries.

How do you see the community in-
volvement going forward?

Ultimately that’s to the good. It’s to our
benefit. The strength of that involvement
is that it’s fueled by a regard for one school
community. The people who are most en-
gaged in the boundaries… are engaged be-
cause they’re supporting their school com-
munities. Or they don’t want to leave their
school community. That’s a positive moti-
vation and it indicates a high level of sup-
port for education. We don’t hear people
talking about how terrible their schools are.

Do you see that as being unique?
I think in general people don’t like bound-

ary changes. I’ve not known a community
that does. Even in Loudoun that goes
through them constantly because of the ra-
pidity of growth there, they don’t like them.

How did [the boundary issue] af-
fect your relationship with the
School Board?

It depends on which School Board mem-
ber you’re talking about. There were Board
Members who said,“We understand why

Rob proposed what he did and that’s
exactly what he should have done and
now it’s up to us to decide if we want
to change our direction.” That’s what
they did.

I’m thinking of the chairman,
Ed Fendley. At a public hearing
he said that the proposal was
“terrible.” How did that affect
your relationship with him?

That’s his perspective on what the
proposal was. He
didn’t agree with
the direction that
was set, I guess.

What’s your
re lat ionship
like with the
Board right
now and with
him specifi-
cally?

It’s Ok. I think
it’s professional. It’s mutually respect-
ful.

Has this been an easy Board
to work with?

Any Board that goes through change
is more difficult than a board that has
already solidified and established its
relationships. This board is changing.
That makes it a little less certain. The
dynamic is different.

Do you enjoy the support of
the Board?

At the moment. (Laughs)
Let’s say your contract ex-

pired tomorrow.
Would I be rehired? I don’t know.

How would I know that?
I would think if there’s any-

one who would know that it
would be you. You’re not sure?

Arlington Superintendent
Dr. Robert Smith
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The Arlington Superintendent speaks about the
boundary controversy, a North/South divide
and his relationship with the School Board.

Smith Weighs In

See Smith,  Page 18

“People get
really upset

with
boundaries.”

— Dr. Robert
Smith
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Celebrating Arlington
A

rlington County’s annual Neighborhood Day festivities were held this week-
end. The main attractions of the day were a parade in the Clarendon area and
a 10K run down historic Wilson Boulevard. Various local neighborhoods also
held events celebrating the culture and history of their areas. Neighborhood Day is

an annual event held by Arlington County to celebrate its variety of distinct neighborhoods.

Parents and staff from Mini Travelers Tot Class untangle the balloons on
the banner before heading up in Saturday’s parade.

Performing traditional native dances, the Bolivia Dancers move through
the parade route.

Washington & Lee students participating in the Latin American Student
Association (LASA) paint each others faces before the start of the parade.
Pictured are Glory Romera, Kristin Andia, Linda Montes and Brizeyda
Arguenta.

Jorge Areias as Diablo.

San Simon dancer Daniela
Gonzales.

Clifton Kubiak as the frog in
Winnie the Pooh.
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Prefinished Flooring

On Sale

National Karastan Month

w w w. p a r k c a r p e t . c o m

Arlington Sterling
4748 Lee Highway 45690 Elmwood Ct
703-524-7275 703-444-9906

Lowest Prices of the YearLowest Prices of the Year

Community

Reed-Westover Project Begins

Local officials and local students break ground on the site of the new
Reed School and Westover Library.
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By David Schultz

The Connection

D
espite torrential rains and
muddy conditions, County
and School officials broke
ground last week on their

newest construction project, a joint facility
that will house several school programs and
a library.

The project, which will combine the
Westover Library with the Reed School, has
been almost a decade in the making after
disagreements between County and School
officials, as well as concerns about the his-
toric integrity of the existing building,
caused delays.

“The day is finally here,” County Board
Chairman Walter Tejada (D) said at the cer-
emony to commemorate the beginning of
construction. “A lot of people have been
working a long, long time to make this hap-
pen.”

The Reed-Westover project was initially
conceived eight years ago as a joint facility
but later morphed into two separate
projects. After much negotiation between
County and School officials, the two projects
were reunited in concept two years ago and
given final approval last summer.

“At one time this was thought to be a sepa-
rate project,” Tejada said, “But then we
came together.”

School Board Chairman Ed Fendley said
that the project’s long gestation time re-
flected the amount of thought and consid-
eration went into it. “Here we are today to
remind us that the planning and human
power really does pay off,” he said.

AT THE ground breaking ceremony, com-
munity members were overjoyed the finish
line for this new facility is now within sight.

The Reed School was built in 1938 and
closed as a permanent school in 1984. While
the school is being entirely rebuilt, County
Board Vice Chair Barbara Favola (D) said
that parts of the new building “will be an
acknowledgement of the old structure.”

The new Reed building will be the fu-
ture home for several other school pro-
grams such as a day care program for Ar-
lington Public School employees, a teen
parenting program and the Integration
Station, a program for children with spe-
cial needs that encourages interaction with
other children.

Beth Calvo’s daughter currently attends
the Integration Station program, which op-
erates out of the old Reed building. “[It]
will continue to have a dramatic impact on
the lives of Arlington parents every day,”
she said. “I can’t think of a better use of my
tax dollars.”

The project also represents a significant
upgrade for the Westover Library, currently

located at North Lexington Street and 18th

Street North. The size of the library will
triple at its new location adjacent to the
Reed building and a number of new ameni-
ties, such as a coffee lounge and free wire-
less Internet, will be included.

“Any time you can expand your space
three times its fantastic,” Arlington County

Libraries spokesperson Peter Golkin said.
“People will be able to have a little more
elbow room.”

Director of Arlington County Libraries
Diane Kresh acknowledged that this project
has taken a long time in coming to fruition.
But, she said, “Good ideas never go out of
circulation.”



Arlington Connection  ❖  May 14-20, 2008  ❖  5

Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

Open  9-7 7 Days

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, VA
CravensNursery.com
2 miles west of I-495
on Rt. 50(Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025

25% OFF
ALL TREES &

SHRUBS

40-75% OFF
All Pottery

2 Buildings Full
50% OFF ALL
PLASTIC POTS

patios, walls
walkways

paver driveways
and so much more.

Baskets, Fountains,
Benches, Statuary,

Bonsai, Orchids
J&P Boxed Roses

NEW SHIPMENTS
Tropicals,

Annuals, Bulbs
Vegetable Plants

Fruit Trees & Bushes
154 Varieties of Herbs

Hardwood Mulch 3 cu. ft. .............................$2.99

Topsoil 40 lb. bag ........................................$1.99

Impatiens 4”...$1.29

   weekly special

Schools

By David Schultz

The Connection

A
t this year’s Democratic School
Board caucus, John Antonelli faced
a dilemma.

In Virginia any registered voter may par-
ticipate in a caucus or primary. All voters
participating in this caucus were required
to sign a pledge that read, in part, “I am a
Democrat; I believe in the principles of the
Democratic Party.”

A lifelong Republican, Antonelli couldn’t
stomach the thought of affixing his name
to this credo. But he wanted to vote, know-
ing that whoever won that day would un-
doubtedly win the general election in No-
vember and ultimately become the next
School Board member.

So Antonelli decided to make some cre-
ative alterations to the pledge. “I made ed-
iting marks under the big D in ‘Democrat’
to make it a little d,” he said, “Because, of
course, I support democracy. And I made
the big D in ‘Democratic principles’ a little
d because I support the principles of democ-
racy.”

After doctoring the pledge, Antonelli took
it to the caucus staff who were processing
incoming voters. “I gave it to them and they
accepted it,” he said.

Thus, Antonelli, one of the most vocal

opponents of the Arlington Democratic
Party, was one of the 4,425 Arlingtonians
who cast a ballot in this month’s Democratic
caucus.

HOW DID THIS situation come about?
In 1993, the Virginia State Codes were

changed to allow direct election rather than
appointment of School Board members. But
the law stated that po-
litical parties were for-
bidden from nominat-
ing candidates for
School Board. “There
was a great deal of un-
ease” about politics
seeping into School
Boards, Barbara
Cockrell, director of
the Virginia State
Board of Elections,
said.

In Arlington, ini-
tially, local political parties refrained from
endorsing School Board candidates. In-
stead, a bipartisan group called
Arlingtonians for a Better County conducted
endorsements.

This began to unravel in 1999 after the
group endorsed conservative lawyer David
Foster, who went on to win that year’s gen-
eral election. Shortly thereafter, the Demo-

cratic Party began endorsing its own School
Board candidates, all of whom have gone
on to win their respective general elections
by wide margins.

Arlington Democratic Party chairman Pe-
ter Rousselot said that requiring the pledges
is necessary because voters in Virginia do
not register with a party.

“This is the only way
we can control having
Democrats making our
endorsement,” he said.
“Otherwise there is a
risk of mischief and of
having non-Democrats
monkey around with
our process… This is
the Democratic Party
and we want Demo-
crats to choose our en-
dorsed candidate.”

Rousselot acknowl-
edged that the pledges, which require vot-
ers to state that they “do not intend to sup-
port, endorse or assist any candidate who
is opposed to a Democratic nominee or en-
dorsee in the ensuing election,” are “legally
unenforceable.”

But he said that “Most voters look at a
pledge like this as a matter of conscience…
We believe that most Democrats who sign

it will do it in good conscience.”

EVERY YEAR around the time of the cau-
cus, Rousselot said, a chorus of criticism
arises about the caucus rules. But this year,
after a hard fought campaign in which a
field of six candidates drew a record turn-
out, that chorus may be getting louder.

An editorial on the Virginia politics blog
Raising Kaine called the pledges “unfair”
and said Arlington’s endorsement caucus
should be dropped.. Reid Goldstein, one of
the candidates who ran in this year’s cau-
cus, also said that he was opposed to re-
quiring the loyalty pledges.

“I don’t happen to think [they’re] neces-
sary,” he said. “I don’t happen to agree that
it’s necessary to keep people from the other
side of the aisle showing up en masse and
throwing the election.”

Antonelli called the Arlington Democratic
Party “the only game in town” and said that
requiring loyalty pledges for all voters dis-
enfranchises Republicans and indepen-
dents. “The people who won this caucus are
the people who are going to be the School
Board members,” he said. “That’s why it’s
so important that they allow everybody to
vote.”

Republican raises questions about
School Board Caucus.Caucus Vs. Them

“There is a risk of
mischief and of having
non-Democrats
monkey around with
our process.”

— Arlington Democratic Party
chairman Peter Rousselot

See Caucus,  Page 7
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People

To have school information listed in The
Arlington Connection write an e-mail to
arlington@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is 2 p.m. the Thursday before
publication. Call Rebecca Halik at 703-
917-6407.

Seven Arlington students received rec-
ognition at the National Scholastics Art
Competition in New York City on April
15. The seven students won 10 awards
out of the 39 awards given to Virginia
students.

Yorktown seniors Austin Calhoun
won the Gold award in the drawing cat-
egory and Taylor Behney won the
prestigious American Vision award for
his installation piece entitled “Best
Friends Forever.” Behney also won a Sil-
ver award for his portfolio.

Washington-Lee students were
awarded three Gold awards; Britni
Martin in printmaking, Nick Kelleher
in sculpture and Ryan Harding in
painting. Silver Awards were also
awarded to Martin in sculpture and

Harding in painting.
Yorktown’s Dalby Rhone also re-

ceived a Silver award in painting and H-B
Woodlawn student JoJo Emerson was
awarded a Silver award for photography.

Arlington students in grades 9-12 have
an opportunity to begin, continue or en-
hance their learning of either Arabic
or Chinese language and culture.
Classes will be held at the Northern Vir-
ginia Community College (NVCC) Center
located at 4600 N. Fairfax Drive, Arling-

ton, and are scheduled to begin July 10
and run through July 31. Students must
apply through NVCC and take a place-
ment test before admission. The
registration and transportation forms can
be found on the APS Web site, at a high
school counselor’s office or the APS For-
eign Language Office. Forms can be
submitted to the foreign language office
via e-mail at bcox@arlington.k12.va.us,
by fax at 703-228-2874 or by dropping
it off at a school counselor’s office. Reg-
istration ends May 30.

Christine A. McLean of Washing-
ton-Lee High School is Arlington’s 2008
National Merit Scholarship Corporation
winner. The Arlington senior won a Na-
tional Achievement Science Applications
International Corporation (SAIC) Schol-
arship.

Sean Hickey of Bishop O’Connell
High School was selected to receive a
$1,000 Players Trust college scholarship
in recognition of his outstanding commu-
nity service work.

School Notes

A
fter months of planning, dedication
and countless trips to oversee the
donation boxes he had setup up

around the community, Arlington Boy Scout
Daniel Moore is now one step closer to com-
pleting his Eagle Scout Leadership Service
Project and ultimately achieving the cov-
eted rank of Eagle Scout.

His final hurdle was to figure out how to
get the mountain of backpacks and suitcases
he had collected, each filled with coloring
books and art supplies, to the Arlington
County Foster Care/Adoption Program.

A major requirement on his “Trail to
Eagle,” Daniel had to identify a need in the
community and then use and apply the
skills, values and principles he has learned
during his nine years in Boy Scouts of
America to address it.

Knowing that he wanted his service
project to benefit children in someway, he

began his service project by contacting child
welfare organizations to see if they would
be willing to work with him.

Daniel found that children are placed with
foster families when they cannot stay in
their homes because of abuse, neglect or
other family problems. They need a safe and
loving temporary home. When the foster
children leave their homes, often times they
do not have anything private and personal
to carry their belongings in. Usually items
are placed in plastic bags.

Thanks to Daniel’s efforts, the Arlington
County Foster Care/Adoption Program will
be able to provide a backpack for each child
that comes into care as well as children cur-
rently in care who are in need of a backpack.

To find out more about the program, con-
tact 703-228-1550.

Gerson Paniagua

Boy Scout Helps Out Foster Children

 Daniel Moore delivers 65 backpacks to the Arlington County Foster
Care/Adoption Program.
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T
he Police Unity Tour is
an annual 250 mile bi
cycle ride that raises
money for the families

of slain police officers. In this
year’s tour, which took place May
10 through 12 and was scheduled
to take the riders from Ports-
mouth, Va. to Washington, D.C.,
more than 1,000 police officers
participated.

Unfortunately, the final
leg of this year’s tour from
Stafford, Va. to Washington
was cancelled due to flood-
ing.

Five Arlington County Police
Department officers – John
Donaggio, Bethany LeFrancois,
Tom Jessup, Alex Yesnik and Eric
Bonetti – participated in this year’s
Police Unity Tour.

In previous issues of the Arling-
ton Connection, we have profiled
other Police Unity Tour bikers. This
week, we ask Auxiliary Officer
Alex Yesnik about why he’s taking

the ride, what he’s doing to pre-
pare and what he’ll do after he
crosses the finish line.

Why did you decide to
participate in the Police
Unity Tour?

I want to do my part to ensure
that fallen officers are honored
and remembered. I believe riding
in the Police Unity Tour is a great
symbolic way to do that.

How long have you been
training for this event?
What kind of things have
you been doing?

For the past several months, I
have been putting in more
hours on bike patrol
throughout Arlington and
doing my own training rides

on the weekends. Last week, I par-
ticipated in a bicycle ride spon-
sored by the Virginia Police Chiefs
Foundation in Williamsburg where
I met and rode alongside other
officers who were training for the
Unity Tour.

What kind of supplies will
you be bringing with you
on this bike tour?

Fortunately, the volunteer orga-

nizers of the Police Unity Tour
have been great about arranging
all of the logistics. I do not need
to bring much more than my bi-
cycle. One thing I will carry with
me, though, is the patch for the
New York City Auxiliary Police to
remember their two officers who
were killed last March.

How long have you been
cycling? ºHow did you first
begin cycling?

I began cycling recreationally as
a kid growing up in Arlington. I
remember going on weekend bike
rides with my father on the W&OD
trail and biking to Ballston before
I got my divers license. I have been
biking on the trails in Arlington
ever since then, although now I
spend most of that time in uni-
form.

In your opinion, what part
of the tour do you think
will be the hardest?

I expect the ride itself to be a
challenge, but I think the hardest
part will be facing the reality that
everyone on the Tour is riding in
memory of a colleague who is no
longer with us. I imagine that will
be agonizing at times.

What part of the tour
are you most looking
forward to?

I am looking forward to
the camaraderie - riding as
a unified group with a
common purpose. I am es-
pecially looking forward to
biking through Arlington
and then into to the Me-
morial on the last day.

What does complet-
ing this tour mean
for you?

Personally, as an auxil-
iary officer, I am sobered by the
fact that, sometimes, those offic-
ers who make the ultimate sacri-
fice are volunteers who have dedi-
cated their time to make their
communities safer. I am proud to
be part of an effort to honor and
remember all fallen officers.

What advice have you
received from your fellow
police officers who have
done the tour in the past?

Everyone I met who has partici-
pated in the past has described the
Police Unity Tour as a powerful
and moving experience. I have

been warned that once I do the
ride, this will not be my last year.

What is the first thing you
will do after completing the
tour?

Unfortunately, I will only have
time for a very short nap before I
have to catch a flight to South
Carolina to speak at a conference
for the Department of Justice.
Work continues! As soon as I have
time, though, I plan to thank my
friends and family who have sup-
ported me on the ride.

— David Schultz

This policeman
just completed a
long bike ride.

Getting to Know ... Alex Yesnik

Photo courtesy Alex Yesnik

Police Officer Alex Yesnik

Profile
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Hier and Haines Salon
is Proud to Welcome

Char Chung•Elika Rodenhurst•Jenny Chang

A quality salon with all the traditional services
and more…

• Japanese Hair Straightening
• Brazilian Keratin Treatment

• Exclusive Goldwell Color 
• American Board Certified

Haircolorist
• Hair Extensions

Gift Certificates • Shop Our Online Store

6236 Old Dominion Drive, McLean, VA
703-538-4300 • www.hierandhaines.com

To honor dad on Father’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots of you with your
dad and The Connection will publish them in our Father’s Day issue. Be sure to
include some information about what’s going on in the photo, plus your name and
phone number and town of residence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

PhotoAR@connectionnewspapers.com

Or to mail photo prints, send to:
The Arlington Connection, “Me and My Dad Photo Gallery,”

7913 Westpark Dr. • McLean, VA 22102
Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped, self-addressed

envelope, but please don’t send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Dad”

R
uben Vartanyan,
70, Music Direc-
tor of the Arling-
ton Philharmonic

and internationally known
maestro, died at his home in
Arlington on Wednesday,
May 7. The cause of death
was a cerebral hemorrhage.

Maestro Vartanyan had
been an Arlington resident
since arriving in the area in
1988. He had served as the
music director of the previous Ar-
lington Symphony for 13 years, and
took the helm of the Philharmonic
when it was created in 2005.

Born in St. Petersburg, Russia to
musical parents, Vartanyan spent
his early childhood in Armenia. At
the age of ten, he enrolled in the
Central Music School in Moscow,
and later entered the Moscow Con-
servatory of Music where he
earned a degree in piano perfor-
mance and a Ph.D. in Opera and
Symphony Conducting. From 1980
through 1988, Maestro Vartanyan
was the conductor of the renowned
Bolshoi Opera in Moscow, leading
more than 500 performances.

During his international career,
in addition to his time as Bolshoi

Opera conductor,
Vartanyan was also
the music director of
the National Sym-
phony of Bolivia. He
was the first assistant
conductor-in-training
under the legendary
Herbert von Karajan
at the Vienna State
Opera and Vienna
Philharmonic Opera.

More recently, in
addition to his tenure with the Ar-
lington Symphony, Maestro
Vartanyan was the music director of
the National Lyric Opera Company
in Washington, D.C. and conducted
the Williamsburg, Va. Symphonia.
He has held conducting seminars at
the Shenandoah Conservatory and
at George Mason University, and has
taught a number of private students
in the D.C. area.

The last concert he conducted
was with the Arlington Philhar-
monic on March 9th, 2008. He be-
came a U.S. citizen, and once ex-
pressed that “[T]his is a country
that I love immensely. This is my
country forever.”

He is survived by a sister, Karina
Vartanyan, who resides in Moscow.

Ruben Vartanyan Dies
Obituary

Ruben
Vartanyan
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Caucus
From Page 5

Antonelli has proposed a reso-
lution in the Arlington Civic Fed-
eration calling on the Democratic
Party to discontinue its caucus. “I
have not heard this level of unhap-
piness before,” he said.

ROUSSELOT DISAGREES.
“Based on my experience talking
to voters [at the caucus] about this
issue,” he said, “The total number
of people who raised a question
about the pledge was in the range
of 30. About half ended up sign-
ing and half didn’t.”

He added that criticism of the
caucus rules has been “Pretty con-
sistent over many years. There are
always people who complain.”
Rousselot also said that there has
been no discussion among party
officials about changing the rules
of the caucus or of doing away
with it altogether.

Over the course of his campaign,
Goldstein said that he encountered
many people who were critical of
the caucus and told him that the
candidates shouldn’t participate in
it. But Goldstein said that those
people are “barking up the wrong
tree.”
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I
t’s possible that it happened on Earth Day,
but it was definitely sometime within a
week of that day.

The Virginia Department of Transpor-
tation, without notice, bulldozed more than
five acres of trees in at least three locations as
part of preliminary work on widening
the beltway for HOT lanes.

These trees were cleared in McLean,
Tysons Corner and Springfield.

Apparently these trees were clear cut in or-
der to make way for “staging areas,” that is to
say a place to park their equipment.

It’s an example of the kind of reasoning that
takes place at VDOT, and apparently there is
more of it to come.

“The construction is going to start by us tear-
ing down trees,” said Nick Nicholson of VDOT
at a public meeting about the HOT Lanes on
April 30.

There is no shortage of parking lots any-
where around the Beltway. With a little cre-

ativity, and a little notice, VDOT could prob-
ably have leased an already-paved “staging
area.” The loss of the trees is no small thing,
especially in consideration of widening a road
like the Beltway.

A single tree with a 26-foot canopy can ab-
sorb the emissions of a vehicle driven 11,500
miles every year. Or so said Fairfax County of-
ficials in October 2007 when they launched
the laudable goal of blanketing 45 percent of
the county with tree cover by 2037. The county
will plant 400 trees a year on county property
to reduce pollution and energy costs.

Too bad the county apparently has
no say on what VDOT does with prop-
erty it “owns.” VDOT officials should
realize that property “owned by VDOT”

actually belongs to the residents of Virginia.
The tree cutting last month for “staging areas”
probably set Fairfax County’s efforts back by
more than a year. And we’ll note again that
VDOT says there’s more to come.

“We have held meetings five times in McLean
and each time we mentioned the staging area.
Did we say we would be clearing trees to con-
struct that staging area? No,” Nicholson ad-
mitted.

Those trees would also have had the effect
of buffering residential and business areas from

the noise and view of the Beltway traffic and
construction. Three acres alone were across
from a middle school, where the trees could
have helped clean the air from hundreds of
thousands of vehicles a day passing by on the
Beltway.

The additional tree canopy envisioned in
Fairfax would have the capacity to absorb more
than 10 million pounds of carbon dioxide an-
nually, which could eliminate the need for $1
million in greenhouse gas reduction services
each year.

VDOT officials should undertake an imme-
diate analysis of the way it operates. It must
communicate better with local officials and
residents. And it must realize that trees have
value and take steps to preserve them when-
ever possible. Even if these sites were the
only possible “staging areas,” which we do
not believe, at least a ring of trees should
have been left around the perimeter to act
as a buffer.

Construction for the “high occupancy toll
lanes” is under way. We can only imagine what
surprises lay ahead.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com,

703-917-6416

Taking down acres of
trees with no warning
and no good reason.

Trouble with VDOT

Editorial

Underground
Operations
To the editor:

Day and night, as Virginians go
about their business, streams of
information about some of them
are being gathered and analyzed
in the basement of Virginia State
Police headquarters in Richmond.
The VSP operates a Fusion Intelli-
gence Center, like similar centers
housed in other states, that con-
stantly shares information culled
from local, state, federal and in-
ternational sources.  It is staffed by
state, local and federal employees.

The concept is not new.  Soon
after the attacks of September 11,
2001, retired Admiral John
Poindexter touted the concept of
Total Information Awareness – that
we should mine data about our citi-
zens from every possible source in
order to preempt terrorist activity.
His more extreme proposals were
met with revulsion by a large seg-
ment of the public because they
came too close to the sort of to-
talitarian nightmare we were
taught to fear as children.  Secret
surveillance of the citizenry hap-
pened in old-style Soviet-bloc
countries, in Communist China,
and Saddam’s Iraq, but not here.

Poindexter’s vision lives on, as a
bill introduced by Delegate Dwight
Jones reveals. The legislation,

ironically numbered House Bill
1007, massively strengthens the
hand of the Fusion Intelligence
Center, and raises disturbing ques-
tions.  Although the stated purpose
of the legislation is to give federal
agencies the assurance that secret
information they share with the
Virginia Fusion Intelligence Center
will not be disclosed, the bill goes
far beyond that.

First, the bill makes confidential
all information housed at the Fu-
sion Intelligence Center, including
not only terrorism leads but “crimi-
nal intelligence information,” a
term so gauzily defined in HB 1007
that it literally means anything the
government wants it to mean.  For
decades, the State Police and other
law-enforcement officials operated
successfully under broad exclusions
from the Virginia Freedom of Infor-
mation Act.  Now the law-enforce-
ment community, having conflated
the preemption of terrorists with
the preemption of crime in general,
wants to remove this vaguely de-
fined cache of “criminal intelligence
information,” held by the VSP from
any application of FOIA.

Second, the bill makes employ-
ees of the Center immune from
subpoena.  If you are charged by
the State with a crime, and the
charge is based on intelligence
shoddily assembled by the Fusion
Intelligence Center, your lawyer
will never be able to cross-exam-

ine the people who collected and
analyzed that information in a
court of law.

Third, the bill encourages
snitching of the worst kind. Anyone
who wants to accuse a neighbor, or
to curry favor with the government,
is not discouraged from making
false or malicious charges against
you. HB 1007 gives him immunity
from your lawsuit for defamation,
invasion of privacy or negligence.

 To question HB 1007 will elicit
the predictable red-faced, tub-
thumping of politicians who have
profitably, albeit cynically, mined
the rich vein of “learning the les-
sons of 9-11.”  Before they run that
game on us again, get a copy of
HB 1007 and read it.  And say hello
to Big Brother.

Ginger Stanley
Executive Director,

Virginia Press Association

Recycle Cell
Phones
To the Editor:

There are more than 257 million
cell phone users in the United
States, and estimates show that
more than half of those consum-
ers will upgrade their phones this
year. So, what happens to the 130
million perfectly usable cell
phones given early retirement?

Letters to the Editor

Unfortunately, when they’re not
thrown in the trash, they find new
homes in junk drawers or glove
compartments. There is, however,
another option.

Many retailers have programs
that make it easy for consumers
to recycle their wireless phones
and other electronics. For ex-
ample, at Verizon Wireless, used
phones in any condition from any
service provider can be returned
to any of our stores nationwide.
Through the company’s HopeLine
program, the phones are either
recycled or refurbished for resale
and reuse with proceeds support-
ing victims of domestic violence.
In 2007, HopeLine collected more
than 1 million phones and donated
more than $1.7 million in cash
grants nationwide, including sup-
port of local domestic violence
prevention groups.

And, community groups aren’t
the only ones that benefit when
consumers recycle their cell
phones. According to the EPA, re-
cycling 100 million cell phones
would save enough energy to
power more than 194,000 U.S.
households with electricity for one
year. As Earth Day is April 21, what
could be easier than recycling your
old cell phone?

Tami Erwin
Regional President of Verizon

Wireless
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Crime

See Crime,  Page 10

By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

N
ormally, Matthew
Edward McGuire
would be busy
teaching Spanish at

Chantilly High and helping coach
boys and girls in track and cross
country. But since being charged
in January with two sex offenses,
he’s been spending his time in the
Arlington County jail.

Last Friday, though, he got to
leave his cell to appear in Arling-
ton County General District Court,
where he waived his right to a pre-
liminary hearing. If he’s indicted,
the case against him will be heard
in that county’s Circuit Court.

Students, teachers and admin-
istrators alike were stunned this
winter to learn that Arlington
County police had arrested the 29-
year-old McGuire. They went to

his home at 31 West Myrtle St. in
Alexandria, on Jan. 9, and charged
him with attempted indecent lib-
erties with a minor and use of a
computer to solicit sex with a mi-
nor.

Fairfax County Public Schools
immediately placed him on un-
paid, administrative leave, and
school-system spokesman Paul
Regnier said there was no evi-
dence McGuire ever did anything
improper with anyone at school.

However, according to Arlington
police, what he did on the Internet
is another matter. His alleged ac-
tivities there caught the eye of one
of their detectives assigned to the
regional Internet Crimes Against
Children (ICAC) task force.

In a Jan. 9 affidavit for a war-
rant to seek possible evidence in
McGuire’s home, this detective

Chantilly High teacher placed on
unpaid administrative leave.

Charge Goes to
Grand Jury
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From Page 9

Crime

detailed the case against
McGuire. Centre View is not iden-
tifying him since he works under-
cover.

He wrote that, while doing so
on March 9, 2007, he entered an
AOL chat room and posed as Jes-
sica, 13, of Arlington. He stated
that, at 8:17 p.m., someone with
the screen name, “Eric Avery,”
made contact with “her.”

The detective wrote that “Avery”

identified himself as a 28-year-old
Virginia man and requested a pic-
ture of Jessica. So the detective
sent him pictures of a young, un-
derage girl.

In return, wrote the detective,
“Avery” allegedly sent “Jessica” a
frontal photo of a naked, adult,
white man wearing glasses. “A sub-
poena for the screen name, “Eric
Avery,” was submitted to AOL,”
wrote the detective. “The return
information was for Matthew Ed-
ward McGuire, 31 W. Myrtle St.,

Alexandria.”
“From March through December

2007, ‘Eric Avery’ had multiple IM
conversations with [‘Jessica’] in
AOL and in Yahoo,” wrote the de-
tective. “During many of these
conversations, Jess advised that
she was 13.”

Then, wrote the detective, on
June 2 and 6, 2007, and again on
Aug. 1 and Aug. 23, 2007, “Avery”
allegedly “sent Webcam material
of a white male masturbating. Po-
lice executed the search warrant

at McGuire’s home, Jan. 10, seiz-
ing two computers, several iPod
videos and six CD-Roms.

Last Friday afternoon, May 1,
wearing the dark-blue jumpsuit of
an Arlington County prisoner,
McGuire appeared before Arling-
ton General District Court Judge
Thomas Kelley. His attorney, Peter
Greenspun, told the judge that
McGuire was waiving preliminary
hearing on both charges.

The case now goes to the grand
jury, May 22, for possible indict-
ment.

The following reports come from the
Arlington police department. For the most
up-to-date crime reports, visit
www.Co.Arlington.Va.Us/police and click
on daily crime report.

BANK ROBBERY, 800 block of N.
Randolph St. On May 6, at 9 a.m., an
unknown male entered a bank and de-
manded money. The suspect then fled
the bank on foot. The male is described
as a white Hispanic male, 5 feet 10
inches. The suspect has facial hair and
was last seen wearing a light blue shirt
with white stripes, tan pants, a black
knit hat, and sunglasses.

Police Report
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

By David Schultz

The Connection

F
ew things bring people together like
an abundance of food. Just ask Su-
san Garvey, the director of the an-

nual Taste of Arlington festival.
The event, which is being held later this

month for the 21st consecutive year, gives
local restaurants a chance to showcase their
wares and, Garvey says, promises to be a
good time for all.

“I think it’s going to be fun,” she said. “You
get an enrichment experience culturally as
well as with cuisine. That’s what makes
Arlington unique.”

This year’s Taste of Arlington festival is
being held on Wilson Boulevard in front of

Tastes
Like
Arlington
The annual food
festival returns
for the 21st time.

Food from last year’s event.

By David Schultz

The Connection

C
enter Dance Company, a
troupe that operates out of Ar-
lington, is holding its annual
spring performance under

precarious circumstances this year.
In February, the group’s lease on its Wil-

son Boulevard headquarters ended and they
were forced to leave without having secured
a new location. “We’ve been struggling to
get going again,” Center Dance’s adminis-
trative director Jan Bull said. “It’s just so
painful.”

But for Center Dance, the show must go
on. Their dancers are still rehearsing at vari-
ous places around the County and the
group’s directors are hard at work securing
a new location.

Nancie Woods, Center Dance
Company’s artistic director discussed
the recent struggles and  what to ex-
pect from its upcoming performance.

What’s going to be happening
at this performance?

We are going to be doing a piece
we’ve never done before. It’s a very
traditional classical piece. Tutus, ti-
aras, that whole thing. It’s the Swan
Lake portion.

I heard that was very rarely
performed.

Right. It’s not included in many
companies’ performances anymore
because the full-length versions can
get very lengthy. Some of the things
they’ve taken out over the years. But
it’s a nice little section for six ballerina-
types. We’ve adapted it to stand on its own.

How is this performance going to
be different than some of our other
performances?

What I wanted to do is to try to reach out
to a broader
dance commu-
nity but also at
the same time
illustrate part of
our history.
We’ve been per-
forming in Ar-
lington for close
to twenty years
now. So we’re
bringing back
the choreogra-
phy that was
one of the origi-
nal produc-
tions. Our founding director has come back
in and is conducting rehearsals. It’s kind of
an exciting time as we branch forward and
having grown and developed to look back
and acknowledge what this organization
has done.

The Dance Must Go On
A dance troupe without a home puts on a performance.

I heard
you had
to leave
your
previous
building
and now
you’re in
between
locations.
Is that
true?

Yes that’s
true. We did

have to leave our former location on Wil-
son Boulevard in February of this year. At
that time we had only just located the build-
ing that we are moving into which is over
on Carlin Springs Road just outside of the
Arlington County line. We like to say that if
you fall over you’re still in Arlington. It’s

very accessible to
our current patrons.
Also it will be close
to Alexandria and
Fairfax County. We’re
in the building now
but we’re not open
for classes. We’re still
in the middle of con-
struction. Basically,
we’ve been without a
home since the be-
ginning of February.

How has that
affected your

business?
It’s been very challenging. We have been

very fortunate in that we can use the
County-run facilities in Arlington. There’s
a wonderful studio in Kenmore Middle
School that we’ve been holding our ballet
classes in and also our rehearsals for the

show. That’s been a big help for us. Also
there’s a studio at Gunston Middle School.
So we’ve been scattered. It’s been very chal-
lenging and it’s not quite over yet.

And you  are planning on moving
into the new studio later this year?

Yes. We are hoping to be open sometime
this summer. We’re still waiting for final per-
mits… We’re really excited about our new
place. It’s going to be an amazing facility.
We can’t wait to open our doors and have
the dancers come in.

What’s one of the things that
Center Dance does really well that
other dance companies in the area
don’t do?

We are one of the few schools in the area
that incorporates the Royal Academy of
Dance into our training curriculum for stu-
dents beginning age seven and up. It’s a
training syllabus that was formulated in En-
gland. That’s one of the unique features of
our school.

Also, it is my fervent philosophy that we
are treating our dancers with mutual re-
spect. The dance world is a hugely difficult
world. It can be brutal mentally and physi-
cally. We do train our dancers with the tools
they need to get into the professional arena.
However, we try to do that in a caring and
nurturing atmosphere while building their
self-esteem. We feel that dance can enrich
a child’s life.

Center Dance Company
director Nancie Woods

When & Where
“Spring Forward,” a dance performance by the

Center Dance Company, is scheduled to be held at
the Thomas Jefferson Community Theatre in Ar-
lington on May 16, 17 and 18. The program will
include a revival of “A Bluegrass Portrait” with
choreography by Center Dance Company founder
Kathryn Fredgren and colleague Pamela Stewart,
“Fiancées Pas de Six” from “Swan Lake,” and two
other dances choreographed by Dana Tai Soon
Burgess. Tickets cost between $12 and $20. For
more information, visit Center Dance’s Web site at
www.arldance.org.

“We can’t wait to open
our doors and have the
dancers come in.”

— Nancie Woods
See Taste,  Page 15

Photos courtesy Center Dance Company
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FREE PARKING
Bring this coupon and $10
in same-day mall receipts

to Guest Services on
Level One and get up to
3 hours of free parking in

the Ballston Public
Parking Garage.

Department store receipts excluded.
Coupon must be redeemed at Guest

Services booth during regular
business hours.

Expires 5/21/08

Know of something missing from our
community entertainment Calendar? Send
it to The Arlington Connection, e-mail it to
arlington@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is 2 p.m. the Thursday before
publication. Call Rebecca Halik at 703-
917-6407 with any questions. Photos are
welcome.

ONGOING:
The Arlington Farmers’ Market takes

place on Saturdays from 9 a.m.-noon
year round. Located at the intersection
of N. Courthouse Road and N. 14th

Street. Visit
www.arlingtonfarmersmarket.com for
more on the market and vendors.

Potomac Overlook Regional Park,
2845 Marcey Road, presents
“Unlocking the Secrets of Our Living
Planet: A Guided Hike at Potomac
Overlook” at 2 p.m. on alternating
Saturdays and Sundays. $3/
person and reservations can be made
at Potomac@nvrpa.org or 703-528-
5406.

THURSDAY/MAY 15
 Music Production. Teens can learn

about the production of urban music
at 4 p.m. at Thomas Jefferson
Community Center, 3501 S. 2nd St.
Free. Register at 703-228-7783.

Knitting Jam. 6-9 p.m. at Ellipse Arts
Center, 4350 N. Fairfax Drive. Join
Laure Drogoul for an interactive sound
sculpture and knitting circle. Free.
Visit www.arlingtonarts.org or 703-
228-7710.

Arts al Fresco. Opens with a concert at
1401 Wilson Blvd from 11:45 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. Free. 703-228-1850.

Toddling Twos. 10:15 a.m. at
Cherrydale Library. Children ages 24-
36 months can participate in songs,
puppets and more. Free. 703-228-
6330.

Twos & Threes Together. 11:15 a.m.
at Cherrydale Library. Children ages
24-48 months can listen to stories,
songs and more. Free. 703-228-6330.

Toddling Twos. 10:15 a.m. or 11:15
a.m. at Cherrydale Library, 2190
Military Road. Children ages 24-36
months with adult can enjoy a mixture
of stories, songs and more. Free. 703-
228-6330.

Caterpillar Crawl. 10:30 a.m. at Long
Branch Nature Center, 625 S. Carlin
Springs Road. Preschoolers age 3-5
learning about nature through stories,
crafts and more. $3/person.
Registration required, 703-228-6535.

Movie Watch. 1 p.m. at Shirlington
Branch Library, 4200 Campbell Ave.
Watch “Picture Bride” in honor of
Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month. Free. 703-228-6321.

Library Showcase. 2 p.m. at Central
Library, 1015 N. Quincy St. Learn
about the different uses of the library.
Free. 703-228-5960.

Family Stories. 4:15 p.m. at Aurora
Hills, 735 S. 18th St. Families of all
ages can enjoy stories, crafts, songs
and more. Free. 703-228-5715.

Movie Watch. 6:30 p.m. at Central
Library, 1015 N. Quincy St. Watch
“Golden Venture.” Free. 703-228-
6321.

Book Discussion and Dinner. 6:30
p.m. at Busboys and Poets, 4251 S.
Campbell Ave. Features over a dozen
vegan dishes and then listen to the
manager discuss the latest in his
collections of books about food and
gardening. RSVP to
artemdi@yahoo.com. Visit
www.busboysandpoets.com/about.

FRIDAY/MAY 16
 Dance Performance. 7:30 p.m. at

Thomas Jefferson Theatre. Arlington’s
Center Dance Company collaborates
with Dana Tai Soon Burgess & Co.
$17-$20/adult; $12-$15/youth,
senior. Visit www.arldance.org or 703-
522-2414.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 4000
Lorcom Lane. Hear music by The
Chamber Choir of West Liberty State
University. Free. Visit
www.standrewsnet.org or 703-522-
1600.

Bike To Work Day. 7 a.m. at Gateway
Plaza, 1300 Lee Highway. Ride into
the city with experienced convoys and
meet at Freedom Plaza. Free. 703-228-
0638.

Book Discussion. Discuss Edwidge
Danticat’s “Brother, I’m Ding” at 1
p.m. at Aurora Hills Senior Center,
735 S. 18th St. Free. 703-228-5722.

SATURDAY/MAY 17
 History Tour. Walk 1-12 miles (1-8

hours) visiting parks and historic sites
in Clarendon, Ballston, Glencarlyn and
surrounding areas. Meet at 9 a.m. at
Clarendon Metro Station. Bring lunch,
water and wear comfortable shoes.
$2/person. 703-243-0179.

Dance Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Thomas Jefferson Theatre. Arlington’s
Center Dance Company collaborates
with Dana Tai Soon Burgess & Co.
$17-$20/adult; $12-$15/youth,
senior. Visit www.arldance.org or 703-
522-2414.

Performance. Hear music by the
Metropolitan Chorus at 8 p.m. at
Mount Olivet United Methodist
Church, 1500 N. Glebe Road. $17/
adult; $15/youth and senior. Visit
www.metchorus.org or 703-933-2500.

Car Wash. The Yorktown High School
Band and Guard Car Wash will be held
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Shell
Station, 5630 Lee Highway at
Kensington. Donations.

Flea Market. Grand opening of the flea
market at Nauck Town Square at the
intersection of 24th Road, Kenmore
Street and Shirlington Road. 8 a.m.-1
p.m. Free. 703-486-0058.

Story Hour. 11 a.m. at Aladdin’s Lamp
Children’s Books, 2499 N. Harrison
St., Suite 10. Free. For children ages
2-6. 703-241-8281.

Story Hour with Jackie Urbanovic.
11 a.m. at Aladdin’s Lamp Children’s
Books, 2499 N. Harrison St., Suite 10.
She will introduce her new book
“Duck Soup. Free. For children ages 3-
7. 703-241-8281.

Teen Cheer Dance Try Outs. 9 a.m.-
noon at Thomas Jefferson Community
Center, 3501 S. 2nd St. Open to middle
and high school students. Free. 703-
228-7781.

Intro to Birding. 9 a.m.-noon at Gulf
Branch Nature Center, 3608 N.
Military Road. Adults and families
with children age 12 and up can learn
the basics of birding. Free.
Registration required, 703-228-6535.

90 Minute Yoga. 12:30 p.m. at
Culpepper Garden Senior Center, 4435
N. Pershing Drive. Enjoy 90-minute
Hatha yoga class. $30/six-sessions.
703-228-4403.

Teen Resume Workshop. 1 p.m. at
Central Library, 1015 N. Quincy St.
Learn how to write a resume and
cover letter or come with one for
review. Free. 703-228-6321.

Caterpillar Crawl. 1:30 p.m. or 3:30
p.m. at Long Branch Nature Center,
625 S. Carlin Springs Road.
Preschoolers age 3-5 learning about
nature through stories, crafts and
more. $3/person. Registration
required, 703-228-6535.

Arlington Reads. 2 p.m., students can
read their stories to the community
and meet Rosalyn Schanzer at Central
Library, 1015 N. Quincy St. Free. 703-
228-6321.

Author Talk. Join Joel Carillet and
editors Bowman and Nesreen Khashan
as they talk about and sign

“Encounters with the Middle East:
True Stories of People and Culture” at
3 p.m. at Shirlington Library, 4200
Campbell Ave. Free. 703-228-6545.

Crystallized Flowers. 3 p.m. at Gulf
Branch Nature Center, 3608 N.
Military Road. Families with children
ages 6 and up can learn about edible
flowers and then create crystallized
flowers. $15/family. Registration
required, 703-228-3403.

Caterpillar Campfire. 6:30 p.m. at
Long Branch Nature Center, 625 S.
Carlin Springs Road. Families of all
ages can enjoy campfire activities,
songs, games, and more. $3/person.
Registration required, 703-228-6535.

Teen Movie Night. 7-11 p.m. at
Thomas Jefferson Community Center,
3501 S. 2nd St. Watch a movie on the
big screen. Concessions will be open.
Free. 703-228-7782.

SUNDAY/MAY 18
 Dance Performance. 2 p.m. at

Thomas Jefferson Theatre. Arlington’s
Center Dance Company collaborates
with Dana Tai Soon Burgess & Co.
$17-$20/adult; $12-$15/youth,
senior. Visit www.arldance.org or 703-
522-2414.

Handbell Concert. 6:30 p.m. at
Unitarian Universalist Church of
Arlington, 4444 Arlington Blvd. Hear
music by three handbell choirs and
other musicians. Free. Dessert
reception will be provided.

Taste of Arlington. Noon-7:30 p.m.
next to the Ballston Mall on Wilson
Boulevard. Discount tickets available
at www.TasteofArlington.com.
Features food, music, activities and
more.

Rose Falls Hike. 9 am.-5:30 p.m. at
Lubber Run Center, 300 N. Park Drive.

Adults can view pools and cascades
along a loop trail in Shenandoah
National Park. $20/person.
Registration required, 703-228-3403.

Children’s Opera Workshop. 2 p.m.
at Shirlington Library, 4200 Campbel
Ave. Children age 4-11 will sing and
learn about the opera “Hansel and
Gretel.” Free. Registration
recommended, 703-228-0322.

Dance Performance. 2 p.m. at Central
Library, 1015 N. Quincy St. See a
variety of dances from Nepal. Free.
703-228-6321.

MONDAY/MAY 19
 Music Production. Teens can learn

about the production of urban music
at 4 p.m. at Thomas Jefferson
Community Center, 3501 S. 2nd St.
Free. Register at 703-228-7783.

Square Dance Exhibition. 11 a.m. at
Culpepper Garden Senior Center, 4435
N. Pershing Drive. Learn how to
square dance. Free. 703-228-4403.

Meet the Artist. 7 p.m. at Shirlington
Library, 4200 Campbell Ave. Molly
Smith discusses new performances in
the area. Free. 703-228-0322.

Book Discussion. 7 p.m. at Glencarlyn
Library, 300 S. Kensington St. Discuss
“Paths of Desire: the Passions of a
Suburban Gardener” by Dominique
Browning. Free. 703-228-6548.

Drop In Story Time. 4 p.m. at
Shirlington Library, 4200 Campbell
Ave. Story time for children ages 2
and up. Free. 703-228-6535.

TUESDAY/MAY 20
 Music Performance. The Encore

Chorales will perform a spring concert
at 7 p.m. at Thomas Jefferson
Community Theatre, 125 S. Old Glebe
Road. Free. Visit encorecreativity.org
or 301-261-5747.

Gettysburg Battlefield Tour. 9 a.m.-6
p.m. at Lubber Run Center, 300 N.
Park Drive. Adults can take a certified
battlefield tour of Gettysburg. $20/
person. Registration required, 703-
243-4342.

Music Performance. 7 p.m. at Thomas
Jefferson Community Theatre, 125 S.
Old Glebe Road. Hear music by the
Encore Chorales. Free. Visit
encorecreativity.org or 301-261-5747.

Dinner and Presentation. 6:30-8:30
p.m. at Central Library, 1015 N.
Quincy St. Enjoy a vegetarian meal
and presentation on how to protect
the planet and animals. Free.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 21
 Poesis. 7-9 p.m. at Pentagon City

Borders, 1201 S. Hayes St. Features
Barbara DeCesare, Brian Gilmore an
Verneice Turner with music by Shep
Williams. Free. 703-418-0166.

Music Performance. The Yorktown
High School Jazz Ensemble will
perform at 6 p.m. outside the YHS
Auditorium for the 4th Annual “Jazz

Calendar

The Encore Chorale will perform on Tuesday, May 20 at 7
p.m. at Thomas Jefferson Community Theatre. Free.
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Peter of All-Trades

on the Lawn.” Performances by the
Jazz Ensemble and Jazz/Pop Vocals
will kick off the “Yorktown Arts
Festival,” which runs from May 21 to
June 15. Bring your picnic dinners.
Free.

Story Hour. 11 a.m. at Aladdin’s Lamp
Children’s Books, 2499 N. Harrison
St., Suite 10. Free. For children ages
2-6. 703-241-8281.

Musical Adventure with Groovy Mr.
Nate. 11 a.m. at Aladdin’s Lamp
Children’s Books, 2499 N. Harrison
St., Suite 10. Sing along and play
rhythm. Free. For children ages 6
months to 9 years. 703-241-8281.

Tiny Tot. 10 a.m. or 11:15 a.m. at Long
Branch Nature Center, 625 S. Carlin
Springs Road. Children ages 18-35
months can learn about nature
through stories, songs, crafts and
more. $3/child. Registration required,
703-228-6535.

Wild Ones: Fabulous Feet. 3:30 p.m.
at Long Branch Nature Center, 625 S.
Carlin Springs Road. Children ages 6-9
can learn with their feet as they enjoy
a hike, learning about feet of animals
and more. Free. Registration required,
703-228-6535.

Poetry Workshop. 6:30 p.m. at
Shirlington Library, 4200 Campbell
Ave. Read and write original poetry.
Free. 703-228-6545.

Arlington Reads. 7 p.m. at Central
Library, 1015 N. Quincy St. Enjoy a
discussion with actress Robin Miles.

Free. 703-228-6321.
Movie Discussion. 7:30 p.m. at

Shirlington Library, 4200 Campbell
Ave. Discuss “Snow Falling on
Cedars,” “The Joy Luck Club,” “Better
Luck Tomorrow” and others. Free.
703-228-6545.

Fashion Show. 7 p.m. at Thomas
Jefferson High School, 6560 Braddock
Road. Proceeds benefit “Autism
Society for America” and “Pediatric
Cancer Research Foundation.” $8/
person.

THURSDAY/MAY 22
 Music Performance. Levine School of

Music New Horizons Band performs at
7 p.m. at Arlington Citadel of the
Salvation Army, 518 S. Glebe Road.
Free. Visit www.levineschool.org or
703-237-5655.

Music Production. Teens can learn
about the production of urban music
at 4 p.m. at Thomas Jefferson
Community Center, 3501 S. 2nd St.
Free. Register at 703-228-7783.

Tiny Tot. 10 a.m. or 11:15 a.m. at Long
Branch Nature Center, 625 S. Carlin
Springs Road. Children ages 18-35
months can learn about nature
through stories, songs, crafts and
more. $3/child. Registration required,
703-228-6535.

Ribbon Cutting Celebration. 12:30
p.m. at intersection of N. Glebe Road
and N. Pershing Drive for the

Buckingham Streetscape Project. Free.
703-228-3535.

Naturalists’ Collectors Club. 4 p.m.
at Gulf Branch Nature Center, 3608 N.
Military Road. Children ages 11-13
can learn how to create a hanging
flower basket and collect a charoite
cabochon. $5/person. Registration
required, 703-228-3403.

School Performance. Students at HB
Woodlawn School, 4100 Vacation
Lane, will perform “Holes” at 7:30
p.m. $10/adult; $5/student. 703-228-
6362 for more.

FRIDAY/MAY 23
 Art Benefit. 6:30-9 p.m. at Duality

Contemporary Art, 2401 S. 26th Road.
Browse through a variety of auction
items with benefits going to Obama’s
Campaign. $5 minimum at the door.
Visit
www.dualitycontemporaryart.com.

Salute to Soldiers and Veterans.
Noon at Aurora Hills Senior Center,
735 S. 18th St. Features Shrine Band,
Junior ROTC color guard and more.
Hot dog lunch is $6. Pre-registration
by May 21. 703-228-5722.

Queen of the Forest Campfire. 7
p.m. at Long Branch Nature Center,
625 S. Carlin Springs Road. Families
can enjoy campfire activities and food,
such as music, treats and more. $3/
person. Registration required, 703-
228-6535.

E
ast Nashville songwriter
and music scribe Peter
Cooper returns to Arling-
ton to the IOTA, 2832

Wilson Blvd., on Sunday, May 25
for an 8:30 p.m. show. He’ll be shar-
ing the bill with the Karl Straub
Combo and Eric Brace. Cooper will
have just released his debut cd,
“Mission Door,” on fellow
songwriter Brace’s Red Beet
Records. For ticket information, call
703-522-8340.

Introduce yourself:
I’m Peter Cooper, a singer-

songwriter-journalist-professor-
baseball fan.

How did you get your start
in music?

Most of my music-making was of
the underground variety until an
artist named Todd Snider asked if I
would go out and open some tour
dates for him. Several hundred
dominos later, I have an album out
and I’m touring the world. Most of
the time, my shows on the road
don’t feature a full band, but for the
album, “Mission Door,” I formed a
group that included Steel Guitar
Hall of Famer Lloyd Green, former
Jayhawk Jen Gunderman, Jason &
The Scorchers leader Jason
Ringenberg, Todd Snider, Nanci
Griffith and other great players.

How long have you been
performing?

I’ve been performing since I was
in high school, which was at Lake
Braddock over in Burke. I decided
to concentrate on music over sports
after watching my Lake Braddock
classmate and future NBA star
Hubert Davis play ball. I figured
Hubert had the sports covered, but
I could sing way better than he
could.

What is it that you love
about performing?

I love the impromptu moments
that happen, where something gets
communicated in a way that won’t
likely happen again.

What is your best memory when
it comes to music?

Playing Mission Door for Tom T.
Hall is the favorite (and most fright-
ening) thing I’ve done in music.
Second favorite, and second most
frightening, was opening for Nanci
Griffith at The Birchmere, which is
the club where I used to go hear
Nanci when I was in high school.

Where is your favorite place
to play, either publicly or
personally?

My favorite place to play is on
Todd Snider’s rooftop bar.

Best compliment?
The best compliment is when

someone likes the show enough to
buy a CD.

Burke resident Peter Cooper comes
back to perform in Arlington.

Peter of All-Trades

Peter Cooper

For more about Peter Cooper, his music, and life, visit www.connectionnewspapers.com

What is your favorite piece
of music and why?

Some of my favorite songs are
“Mission Door” by Eric Taylor
(that’s why I covered it on this al-
bum), “Here Comes That Rainbow
Again” by Kris Kristofferson, “Sou-
venirs” by John Prine, “Homecom-
ing” by Tom T. Hall and “Bells of
Odilia” by Chris Richards. These are
all examples of brilliant
storytelling, and they are songs that
use simple words to convey pro-
found things.

Who would you love to play
with? Why?

My “sing with your heroes” dance
card has been punched enough that
I don’t want to push my luck. The
person I wanted most to play with
was steel guitar great Lloyd Green,
who wound up co-producing my
album and playing more steel on it
than most people have heard in a
long, long time.
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Web. Free
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tion, avail-
able for
prints.
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by Brad Hathaway

THE CONNECTION

T
he four-character musical “Glory Days”
which made history by transferring intact
from the Signature Theatre in Shirlington
to Broadway simply didn’t capture the

fancy of either the New York critics or the Broadway
ticket buyers.

The show, which had its world premiere in Janu-
ary at Signature Theatre, was a one-act, one-set, four
person show about the night when, after their first
year of college, four young men who were buddies
in high school reunite and discover how they have
begun to grow apart as they mature at different rates.
It was well received by critics and theatergoers alike
during its scheduled one-month run here in
Shirlington.

After two weeks of poor attendance at preview
performances in the 623-seat the Circle in the Square
Theatre in New York, the musical had its official
opening on Tuesday evening, May 6 after which the
producers, considering both the lack of ticket sales
and a host of negative reviews, decided to close the

show.
The record books will document that the show had

17 previews and one official performance - the open-
ing, which turned out to be the closing performance.
It was the first Broadway credit for three of its four
cast members, Steven Booth, Adam Halpin and Jesse
JP Johnson. Andrew C. Call had previous credits in-
cluding another short run musical, “High Fidelity,”
which lasted only two weeks on The Great White
Way.

It was the second Broadway show for Signature
Theatre’s artistic director, Eric Schaeffer, who directed
this production and also directed the revue of
Stephen Sondheim material “Putting It Together,”
which ran for three months with Carol Burnett head-
ing the cast in 1999.

“Glory Days” marked the Broadway debuts for its
young writers from Montgomery County, James W.
Gardiner who wrote the script, and Nick Blaemire
who wrote the songs. Blaemire is also making his
Broadway debut as a performer this season as a mem-
ber of the cast of the musical “Cry-Baby” which
opened at the Marquis Theatre just five blocks from
the theater where “Glory Days” has now closed.

Signature’s ‘Glory’
Lasts One Day

Stage

Broadway doesn’t take to intimate musical.
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When & Where
The 21st annual Taste of Arlington

festival is being held on Wilson Bou-
levard in front of the Ballston
Common Mall on May 18 from noon
to 7:30 p.m. Taste tickets can be
purchased in advance online at a dis-
counted price of $20 for 12 Taste
tickets. Food and non-alcoholic bev-
erages cost 1 ticket each; Beer and
wine cost 2 tickets each. Taste tick-
ets cost $2 each at the event. For
more information, visit
www.tasteofarlington.com.

“You get an enrichment
experience culturally as well
as with cuisine.
— Susan Garvey, Taste of Arlington director

Taste Of Arlington Coming Up
From Page 11

the Ballston Common mall. More than 30
restaurants – featuring everything from
Thai, Spanish, Lebanese, Italian, Asian and
American cuisines – will be setting up
booths and offering samples of their food
for two dollars each.

Lesley Green was responsible for coordi-
nating all the restaurants for the event. She
said that, to get the most out of the Taste of
Arlington festival, one must carefully
strategize so as not to fill up on one type of
food. “I would recommend folks to get a
set of tickets and taste as much as they can
until their stomachs fill up,” Green said.

The event will also feature kid-friendly
activities and music from local rock band
Gonzo’s Nose. The proceeds from the event
will be going towards Community Resi-
dences, a non-profit group that provides
housing for people with disabilities.

Alicia Lim, a coordinator for the event,
said that this year there will be awards given
to the most popular restaurants at the event
and also to the restaurant that most satis-
fies the palettes of a panel of celebrity
judges.

“It’s a community event that people just
expect every year,” Lim said. “It’s a lot of
fun and a lot of food.”

Photos by Robbie Hammer/The

Connection

The crowds from last year’s event
(pictured right) enjoyed food
from local eateries, such as these
chocolate covered strawberries
(pictured above).

Food & Drink
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Know of something missing from our
community calendar? E-mail it to
arlington@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is 2 p.m. the Thursday before pub-
lication. Call Rebecca Halik at
703-917-6407 with any questions. Photos
are welcome. For more volunteer opportu-
nities, classes, announcements visit
www.arlingtonconnection.com and click
on Community.

The Arlington Disability Advisory
Commission is seeking applicants to
interview for several vacant positions. The
Arlington Disability Advisory Commission
is a 13 member, County Board appointed
advisory group comprised of individuals
who live and/or work in Arlington, and
who are interested in and knowledgeable
about issues involving people with physi-
cal and sensory disabilities. People with
disabilities, community leaders, and busi-
ness people are urged to apply.
Individuals interested in serving on the
Commission or any of its committees
should contact the Disability Advisory
Commission staff at 703-228-7096 or via
e-mail at amaynard@arlingtonva.us for
more information or to request a copy of
the Commission’s Application Form. The
form may also be found on the Arlington
County Web site under “Advisory
Groups.”

The Arlington Branch of the
American Association of University
Women (AAUW) has established a new
award this year for Excellence in the Arts
in Arlington Public Schools. The recepient
is Jeffrey S. Benson, Choral Director and
Fine Arts Chair at the H-B Woodlawn Pro-
gram. In the eight years Mr. Benson has
been at H-B Woodlawn, he has greatly
increased the number of students partici-
pating in music programs. In addition to
the new award AAUW will honor the fol-

lowing: Educator of the Year (Madeline La
Salle), Elizabeth Campbell Award for the
Advancement of the Arts in Arlington
(Firebelly Theater Company), The
Campbell Award for Outstanding Com-
munity Arts Group (Washington Balalaika
Society Orchestra), and The Arlington
Branch Award for Notable Achievement in
the Arts and Notable Support for the Arts
(Ray Griewek).

Arlington County received an award
of $24,507 of federal funds through Phase
26 of the Emergency Food and Shelter
Program (EFSP). These funds will supple-
ment existing food and shelter programs
in the county. Non-profit agencies already
providing these services to county resi-
dents may apply for these funds to
supplement their current programs. The
deadline for applications to be received is
Friday, May 16. For more information and
application forms, please call Indra Corea,
Local Board contact at 703-979-3380.

The American Association of In-
dividual Investors (AAII),
Metropolitan Washington Area Chapter,
will hold its next monthly meeting on Sat-
urday, May 17, 9:30 a.m., at the
Courtyard by Marriott, 4641 Kenmore
Ave. There will be a presentation entitled
“Introduction to ETFs and Fundamental
Indexing” followed by a workshop on
“Portfolio Performance Evaluation.” For
further details go to
www.aaiidcmetro.com.

Mystery of Credit Reports. 4-5
p.m. Tuesday, May 20 at Northern Vir-
ginia Community College, 4600 N. Fairfax
Drive. Learn everything about credit re-
ports. To register, 703-526-0200 ext. 265.

The American Society of Apprais-
ers machinery and technical specialties

section will conduct an Introduction to
Machinery and Equipment Valuation class
at the Westin Arlington Gateway, Arling-
ton, Va., May 29––June 1. For more
information or to register, call the Ameri-
can Society of Appraisers at
800-ASA-VALU or register online by se-
lecting a course at www.appraisers.org/
education/.

Now Arlington community members
have a new, convenient way to get trained
in lifesaving skills such as CPR and first
aid – online. The Arlington County
Chapter has partnered with the American
Red Cross of Greater Indianapolis to offer
Red Cross online training. Some online
training courses, like CPR, require stu-
dents to attend a skill session before a
certificate can be issued. Skill sessions
normally take about two hours and are
regularly scheduled, during the week and
the weekends for convenience. Visit
www.arlingtonredcross.org or, call 703-
527-3010 ext. 736

The Wheat’s Landscape Student
Volunteer Scholarship awards one
student a grand total of $2,500 for their
service involvement. The scholarship is
offered once every year. Wheat’s Land-
scape 2008 Student Volunteer
Scholarship is to encourage and reward
high school students who actively volun-
teer in community service. Applicants
must be senior high school students at-
tending a high school in McLean, Great
Falls, Vienna, Oakton, North Arlington or
City of Falls Church. Application forms
can be obtained online at http://
www.wheats.com or from Wheat’s main
office, located at: 8620 Park Street,
Vienna, VA 22180. If you would like an
application form faxed to you, please call
703-641-4790. Wheat’s has extended
their application deadline to June 1.

Bulletin Board

–– FOR A DONATION ––

PAPER SHREDDING
This is a fundraising event

SPONSORED by the
Civitan Club of Arlington

WHERE:
N. Glebe Rd. and 16th

Mt. Olivet Church parking lot

WHEN:
Saturday, May 17th
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Bring your personal
documents to be

shredded crosscut on site.

ENJOY coffee while you watch the
shredder protect your PRIVACY!
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To highlight your
Faith Community

call Karen at
703-917-6468

Churches- Presbyterian
Arlington Presbyterian Church...703-920-5660

Church of Covenant ... 703-524-4115
Clarendon Presbyterian Church...703-527-9513
Little Falls Presbyterian Church...703-538-5230

Trinity Presbyterian Church...703-536-5600
Westminster Presbyterian ... 703-549-4766

Presbyterian Church in America Churches
Christ Church of Arlington...703-527-0420

Churches- Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington

703-892-2565

Churches-United Methodist
Calvary United Methdist...703-892-5185

Community United Methodist...703-527-1085
Clarendon United Methodist...703-527-8574
Cherrydale United Methodist...703-527-2621
Mt. Olivet United Methodist...703-527-3934

Trinity United Methodist...703-356-3312
Walker Chapel United Methodist...703-538-5200

Churches- United Church of Christ
Bethel United Church of Christ...703-528-0937

Rock Spring Congregational United Church
of Christ...703-538-4886

Synagogues - Conservative
 Congregation Etz Hayim...703-979-4466

Synagogues - Orthodox
Fort Myer Minyan...703-863-4520

Chabad Luvavitch of Alexandria-Arlington
...703-370-2774

Synagogue - Reconstructionist
Kol Ami, the North Virginia Reconstructionist Community...

571-271-8387

Metaphysical
 Arlington Metaphysical Chapel...703-276-8738

 Assemblies of God
  Arlington Assembly of God...703-524-1667

  Calvary Gospel Church...703-525-6636

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy
5312 North 10th Street
Arlington Virginia 22205
Parish Office: (703) 528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
www.rc.net/arlington/stann

All Are
Welcome!

Westover Baptist Church
Wednesday Prayer Service 2:00 PM

Sunday 9:30 AM Sunday School

 & 11:00 AM Worship

1125 N. Patrick Henry Drive

703-237-8292

www.westoverbaptist.org

Buddhism
The Vajrayogini Buddhist Center ... 202-331-2122

 Churches- Catholic
St. Agnes Catholic Church... 703-525-1166

Cathedral of St Thomas More...703-525-1300
Our Lady of Lourdes ... 703-684-9261

Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic…703-979-5580
St Ann Catholic Church...703-528-6276

St. Charles Catholic Church...703-527-5500
See Ad at Left

Church of Christ
Arlington Church of Christ...703-528-0535

 Church of God- Anderson, Indiana
Church of God...703-671-6726

 Churches-Episcopal
St Andrew Episcopal Church...703-522-1600

St George   Episcopal Church...703- 525-8286
St Johns Episcopal Church...703-671-6834
St Mary Episcopal Church...703-527-6800

 St Michael S Episcopal Church...703-241-2474
St Paul Episcopal Church...703-820-2625

St Peter’s Episcopal Church...703-536-6606
Trinity Episcopal Church...703-920-7077

 Churches Lutheran(ELCA)
Advent Lutheran Church...703-521-7010
Faith Lutheran Church...703-525-9283

German Lutheran Church...703-276-8952
Resurrection Lutheran Church...703-532-5991

Churches Lutheran(Missouri, Synod)
Our Savior Lutheran Church...703-892-4846

Churches-Nazarene
Arlington First Church of the Nazarene... 703-525-2516

Church- Brethren
Church of The Brethren...703-524-4100

Churches-Baptist
 Arlington Baptist Church...703-979-7344

  Cherrydale Baptist Church...703-525-8210
  First Baptist of Ballston...703-525-7824
  Mt. Zion Baptist Church...703-979-7411

Churches -Baptist-Free Will
  Bloss Memorial Free Will Baptist Church...703-527-7040

ONE GOD MINISTRY
A Global Church

A Non-Denominational Multi-racial Bible-based Christian Church Dedicated
to the Spiritual Empowerment and Enrichment of the Human Race

~ Join Us For Worship ~
At 4280 Chain Bridge Road • Fairfax, VA 22030

 10:00 am–10:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am–12:30 pm Worship Service

Wednesdays 7:00 pm–8:30 pm Worship Service
Phone: 703-591-6161 Fax: 703-591-6262

Email: PraiseGod@OneGodMinistry.org
Visit Our Website: www.OneGodMinistry.org

Sundays

Faith

Know of something missing from our
Faith Notes? Send it to The Arlington Con-
nection, e-mail it to arlington@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is 2
p.m. the Thursday before publication. Call
Rebecca Halik at 703-917-6407 with any
questions. Photos are welcome.

Yard Sale. St. Peter’s bi-annual yard
sale will be from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. May 31at
4250 N. Glebe Road. Browse through a
variety of goods, sports equipment and
more. There will be a hotdog lunch. Free.

General Buddhist Program
classes, held in Arlington on Monday
evenings, May 19, and 26 are designed
for beginners. They go on for 90 minutes,
and involve introductory lectures, and
meditations. Contribution of $12 re-
quested. Held 7-8:30 p.m. at the The
Griffin Center, Suite 5, 3800 Fairfax
Drive. For more information, go to
www.meditation-dc.org, or 202-986-
2257.

The larger Church of the Brethren
celebrates 300 years this summer. Our
church community has collected over
300 cereal boxes for the South Arlington
Food Bank. The 300 2x4 boards and nails
will be presented to a rep. from Habitat
for Humanity on Sunday June 1. Presen-
tation will be made following 11 a.m.
worship in front of the Church, 300
Montague St. 703-524-4100.

Strawberry Festival. 4-7 p.m. June
7 at Bethel United Church of Christ, 4347
Arlington Blvd. Enjoy strawberry
shortcakes, ice cream, hot dogs and
more. Visit www.bethelUCCVA.org for
more.

Buddhist general program classes

are held Mondays, from 7-8:30 p.m. at
The Griffin Center, 3800 Fairfax Drive,
Suite 5. They last for 90 minutes, and
involve introductory lectures and medi-
tations. $12 contribution. For more
information, go to www.meditation-
dc.org, or 202-986-2257.

❖ One Hundred Years of St.
George’s Episcopal Church:
Growth of A Church Community In
the Turbulent 20th Century” has
been published as part of the church’s
centennial year. The booklet is well illus-
trated, and contains stories from many
St. Georgians, as well as chronological
and personal history gathered from the
church’s archives and from interviews.
Copies are available from St. George’s,
915 N. Oakland St., Arlington 22203.

Mount Olivet United Methodist
Church, 1500 N. Glebe Road, intro-
duces “The Well,” through energetic and
contemplative music led by worship
band, relevant, thematic preaching, op-
portunities for questions about God and
faith, time to connect with others and
weekly communion. Contact Pastor
Brad, bmc, 703-527-3934 or
www.mtolivet-umc.org.

Faith, Food and Fellowship -
Clarendon UMC, 606 N. Irving, offers
twice monthly mid-week worship, meal
and program on the 2nd and 4th Thurs-
day of the month. The worship service
with inspirational music begins at noon,
a hot meal follows at 12:30 p.m., and a
program runs from 1-1:45 p.m. For(more
information, contact the church at 703-
527-8574.

The Vajrayogini Buddhist Cen-
ter continues to hold classes in Buddhist

thought and meditation on Monday
nights from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Griffin
Center, 3800 Fairfax Drive in Arlington
(Suite 5). Beginners to Buddhism and
meditation are invited to learn how
Buddhist philosophy can help people
cope with today’s stressful times. Cost is
a $10 donation. Visit www.meditation-
dc.org.

The Arlington Metaphysical
Chapel, 5618 Wilson Blvd., Arlington,
offers lessons, classes and other activities
for bettering life. Call 703-276-8738 or
visit www.arlingtonmeta.com or e-mail
info@arlingtonmeta.com for event infor-
mation.

St. Ann’s Youth Group hosts a
Tuesday Night Drop-In Night every Tues-
day form 6:30-9:30 p.m. The church
hopes to make it a great space to do
homework, listen to music, play on the
computer, hang out, chat, watch movies,
or maybe some TV shows and most im-
portantly, just be in a communal sort of
way. No need to be formal about it, just
stop on in as time permits. Contact Toni
at stannsyouthminister@yahoo.com with
any questions.

Body & Soul Fitness offers a blend
of cardio, strength training, Pilates, core
strengthening, and flexibility rolled into
a unique package. Set to contemporary
Christian music, find a program that will
work both your body and your soul. Lo-
cal classes at Classes at The Falls Church
on Mondays 10:30-11:45 a.m. and
Wednesdays 12:30-1:45 p.m., low im-
pact. Contact Dana Elsnick at
703-847-9814. Also at The Falls Church
on Mondays and Thursdays, 6:30-8 p.m.
Contact Tricia Van Ryn at
trvanryn@yahoo.com.

THURSDAY/MAY 14
Trip. It’s off to Baltimore and the

Annual Preakness Crab Derby Day at
the Lexington Market. Cost is $8.
Registration required. Call Arlington
Senior Adult Travel, 703-228-4749.

Retirement. Retirement transitions
counselor, Rachel Thompson, will
conduct a three part series on
personal life planning beginning 9
a.m.-noon, Madison Community
Center, 3829 N. Stafford St.,
Arlington. No fee. Register early by
calling, 703-228-4746.

Program. Central Library will
recognize Older Americans Month
with a two hour program showcasing
its services and resources, 2 p.m. – 4
p.m., 1015 N. Quincy St. No fee. Call
for details, 703-228-5960.

Antique Appraisal. Jean Jackson,
Antiques Associates, will meet with
seniors to appraise antique objects, 1
p.m., Walter Reed Senior Center,
2909 S. 16th St., Arlington. No fee.
Call for details, 703-228-0955.

Cell Phone Help. Seniors baffled by
the features on their cell phones are
invited to an instructional session,
10:15 a.m., Walter Reed Senior
Center, 2909 S. 16th St., Arlington.
No fee. Call to register, 703-228-
0955.

Music Rehearsal. Daytime men’s
chorus, the Songfellows, looking for
new members. Rehearsal, 10 a.m. –
noon, Culpepper Garden Senior
Center, 4435 N. Pershing Drive,
Arlington. No fee. Call for more
details, 703-228-4403.

Blood Pressure. Free blood pressure
monitoring for seniors, 10:15 a.m.,
Walter Reed Senior Center. Call to
register, 703-228-0955.

Program. Ana Rivera, Capital Hospice,
will meet with seniors to discuss the
Five Wishes program, 11 a.m.,
Langston-Brown Senior Center. No

Senior Living

See Senior,  Page 20
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From Page 2

I haven’t asked the question. I’ll be
having those discussions because my
contract is up in another year.

So you haven’t thought about it?
No, I have thought about it and we’ll

be having those conversations. We’ll be
having a meeting before the end of the
fiscal year and we’ll talk about my evalu-
ation.

(Fendley, several days after this inter-
view occurred, said that “Dr. Smith has
my full confidence.”)

Do you see there being a North/
South divide in Arlington?

I think there is much more made of
that than is real. Some of the statements
I see that the North gets everything and
the South doesn’t are just not true. If
you look at the expenditure of dollars
of the years and you look at the capital
program, where we started being
crowded was in the southern sector of
the county. I see that as being over-
blown.

Is it just totally unfounded?
Clearly there is a divide, at least in

some people’s minds, because we keep
talking about it. But I don’t think that in

Smith: Relationship With Board Professional
terms of substantive differences that people
are talking about where one group of people
are favored over another group of people, I
don’t think it holds water. People talk about
it and people say they’re not being treated
well but I don’t think that holds up.

From what I’ve heard, a lot of it
comes from the Wakefield issue and
that of the three high schools,
Wakefield is the last to be rebuilt.

Let’s go back and look at the high
schools… From the studies that we did at
that time, it was clear that Yorktown was
crowded. The very first high school prior-
ity became… Yorktown. The second became
the conditions at Washington-Lee. A study
was done and it became clear that it would
cost less to rebuild than to fix up. That be-
came the next priority. It was in worse con-
dition than either Yorktown or Wakefield.

People talk about Wakefield being older
than Yorktown. It’s not. Yorktown was an
elementary school. It didn’t become a high
school until the 1960’s. And it was an el-
ementary school before Wakefield was a
school. And Wakefield got pretty good re-
views. It takes a while to get these things
off the ground and in that time it became
clear that Wakefield was a problem just as
Yorktown had been.

How would you respond to some
of the Wakefield parents who think
that the Wakefield project is taking
too long?

I’d say they have a good argument. It is
taking long. But there’s only so many dol-
lars. But I’d say we’re in a much better place
than we were a year ago in terms of talking
about what’s going to be available.

What were you trying to accom-
plish with your proposal?

The three main things were, one, build
Yorktown [High School]. Two, build
Wakefield [High School]. And three, keep
Wakefield, Jefferson [Middle School] and
The Career Center going. And that’s simply
what we are trying to accomplish. The bond
referendum for 2008 constructs Yorktown
entirely. That’s it. All three phases are in-
cluded in that amount.

Are funds for Wakefield High
School in this year’s bond?

Wakefield is not in 2008. The big discus-
sion is over where should it appear. I think
there’s a fairly strong sentiment that we
need to go up on Wakefield to 2008 and
put the design funds there. That’s about $11
million that would have to be added.

I think where we ended up was on push-
ing the design money for Wakefield into

2008 and pushing the authorization for
Wakefield into 2010 but keeping the
bond sales in the same place that they
are so Wakefield would still be built on
the same schedule.

Is it safe to say that in this pro-
posal, getting Yorktown done was
your first priority?

Yeah, that was the first priority. That
had been set previous because we al-
ready had $24 million going into that
project. And then the priority after that,
the Board said, was Wakefield.

Is there anything that’s not on
people’s radars right now that you
think is really important?

I think we need to continue to pay at-
tention to our most important goals.
When you get wrapped up in the bound-
ary kind of stuff and you get wrapped
up in the facility stuff, it kind of takes
away from our most important business.
The goals are] making sure that we con-
tinue to move toward eliminating the
achievement gaps while all students are
displaying rising achievement. The work
that’s going on in terms of trying to be a
responsive organization that’s responsive
to kids’ needs is extremely important. I
think we continue to struggle with that.

Election 2008

Challenging Moran from the Left
Falls Church attorney will face nine-term
incumbent congressman in the June 10 primary.

Matt Famiglietti

Democratic Challenger
Matt Famiglietti, 55: A native of Washing-

ton, D.C., Famiglietti received a bachelor’s
degree in political science from the College
of Charleston in 1981 and a juris doctorate
from the University of South Carolina School
of Law in 1985. He worked at a nonprofit
organization as an advocate for children
with severe disabilities before launching his
own law firm in South Carolina. Famiglietti
moved to the eighth congressional district in
1999 to work at the Department of Labor
before launching his own Washington firm
in 2002. His law practice specializes in dis-
ability and discrimination.

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

M
att Famiglietti never
let cerebral palsy
slow him down, and
he seems equally un-

daunted at the prospect of facing a
nine-term congressional incumbent.
Last November, Famiglietti an-
nounced his intention to unseat U.S.
Rep. Jim Moran (D-8) during this
summer’s primary. The Falls Church
lawyer is challenging Moran from the
left, criticizing the congressman on a
host of issues where he said Moran is

failing his constituents — everything from
bankruptcy reform to free trade.

“Jim Moran has a small group of hard core
supporters who keep him in office,” said
Famiglietti. “I wouldn’t say that he is an
overwhelmingly popular congressman.”

Famiglietti said that Moran’s vote for the
Bankruptcy Act of 2005 was “not very com-
passionate” because he said the bill makes
it more difficult for people to declare bank-
ruptcy, a phenomenon he blamed for con-
tributing to the recent meltdown of the
credit industry. He is also critical of Moran’s
support for ousting Saddam Hussein, which
he said was a strategic mistake because it
created a leadership vacuum in the Middle
East. In an April 11 open letter to the con-
gressman, Famiglietti said that sending an
impeachment resolution aimed at Vice
President Dick Cheney back to the Judiciary
Committee was “tantamount to continuing
the Iraqi war.”

“He’s too close to lobbyists, especially lob-
byists for bankers and defense contractors,”
said Famiglietti. “How can somebody be
anti-war one minute and then turn around
and accept thousands of dollars in campaign
contributions from the defense industry?”

CAMPAIGN FINANCE records released by
the Federal Election Commission in March

show a lopsided race for money in the race.
The documents show that Moran has raised
$756,826 and spent $435,676. According
to an analysis by the Virginia Public Access
Project, most of Moran’s money comes from
the defense industry and real-estate devel-
opers. Famiglietti’s finances, by comparison
are comparatively meager. The Democratic
primary challenger has raised $1,792 and
spent $560.

“Everyone has an opportunity to present
their case to the voters,” said Susan Kellom,
chairwoman of the Alexandria Democratic
Committee. “But I can only observe that Mr.
Famiglietti does not seem to have the kind
of resources it takes to defeat an incumbent.”

The last time Moran faced a serious pri-
mary challenger was in 2004, when Andrew
Rosenberg took 39 percent of the vote in
Alexandria’s Democratic primary. In an April
11 open letter to Moran, Famiglietti chal-
lenged the nine-term incumbent to “a se-
ries of debates to discuss the direction that
our district and our country should be tak-
ing.” Famiglietti said he has already ac-
cepted an invitation to a June 6 debate
hosted by the Northern Virginia Democratic
Business Council.

“This is not personal,” said Famiglietti.
“This is about policy.”

“How can somebody be
anti-war one minute and
then turn around and
accept thousands of
dollars in campaign
contributions from the
defense industry?”

— Matt Famiglietti
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

ANOVA SENIOR KARE (Reston Va. based) is looking for the best
of the best.  Do you want to go home at the end of your shift
knowing you made a difference in the life of a family?  If so, you
may meet the qualifications to be an ANOVA SENIOR KARE care-
giver.  Are you the kind of person who’s trustworthy enough to
become part of someone’s family?  Are you ready for more than
the next job, are you ready for a career?  ANOVA SENIOR KARE
is looking for Caregivers ($10/hr) & CNA’s ($11/hr) with several
years of experience in home care or another caring field.  Some
agencies want warm bodies, we want warm hearts. Call us today
for a personal interview and to learn about our competitive com-
pensation and flexible schedules.   Call 703-621-4825, option 5.

❦  CAREGIVERS  ❦

ARLINGTON COSMETIC DENTAL GP
Experienced receptionist/dental assistant 

is needed for new dental office in 
Arlington. Bilingual is a plus. Please call 

703-945-4044.

DENTAL OFFICE RECEPTIONIST
GREAT BENEFITS!

401k, dental, medical, $$excellent pay$$, 
FT. Busy fun office in Sterling wants 

reliable, compassionate, experienced 
team player to greet patients + fill 

schedules. Must have excellent communi-
cation + telephone skills. Fax resume 

to 703-444-8607 or call Valerie at 
703-444-3710. 

DIRECTOR OF NURSING
Director of Nursing-RN needed full time 
for assisted living facility in Reston. 
Qualified candidate must have a mini-
mum of three years long-term care expe-
rience with excellent supervisory, clini-
cal and communication skills. Thorough 
knowledge of medication administration 
and proven track record of licensed 
nurse and CNA supervision needed. Ex-
cellent flexible working environment 
with Monday-Friday shift. Good benefits 
with health and dental insurance, paid 
vacation, sick and holidays, as well as 
401k. Send resume to Tall Oaks at Re-
ston, 12052 North Shore Drive, Reston 
VA 20190, 
email: johnalbert@talloaksatreston.com

fax: 703-834-9863.  EOE.

DIRECTOR OF SALES
Executive Level of Income

No travel required
303-893-7970

EARN PAID TIME OFF!
CNA’s/Companions/Live - Ins 

Needed immediately to  help with  daily 
meals, errands, chores, laundry, etc. 
Flexible schedules - work when you 
want.  Paid training, double time for hol-
idays.    PT/FT.   Call now 703-766-4019.

FREE TUITION AND TRAINING
REAL ESTATE CLASSES NOW

FORMING IN VIENNA!
Join our team and receive the best

training, technology and marketing as well as a full 
package of Real Estate services.

We are committed to our agents so you can 
work harder for your clients and produce

more business with higher earnings.
BE YOUR OWN BOSS TODAY!!!

For free information, call
Dave Eaton@(703) 272-2303

FT/PT SALES ASSOCIATE 
Looking for health-oriented individual for 

Natural Food chain. Retail sales experience 
required.   Health benefits, 401(k). Sterling 

area. Call 540-751-9346.

HOUSE CLEANERS
PT/FT. M-F.  Day work.  Sal. range  $10-14/hr. 
Will train. Car necessary. Call 703-255-0746

LIFEGUARDS
Now hiring for the following positions:

◆ Lifeguards ◆ Pool Managers 

◆ Supervisors ◆ Regional Managers

F/T & P/T  positions.  Free training.  
Call 1-877-540-7665 or apply online at 

www.americanpooltraining.com

P/T PROGRAM COORDINATOR
Northern Virginia Metro Region 

Volunteer Emergency Families for 
Children (VEFC). 20 hours/week. BA/BS 
preferred plus 3-5 years experience in 
volunteer recruitment and program 
management, teaching or human 
services work. CPS, Criminal Records 
Check & car required. Highly motivated 
self-starter to work from home based 
office w/ flexible scheduling. Must be 
able to multi-task and work some 
evenings. Recruit, train and work with 
volunteers in Fairfax, Alexandria/-
Arlington. Concurrent employment is not 
compatible with this position. Salary 
$14,000 firm. Send by May 29, 2008 to 
VEFC, P.O. Box 35074, Richmond, VA 
23235. EOE 

SULLY STATION
CHILDREN’S CENTER

Invites you to Experience the Best!
Come to work everyday with a truly

wonderful team!

We Offer:
Weekly staff trainings.  Parent 

University, Great Environment!

Excellent Pay!
We are looking for 

❥ Assistant Director 

and Teachers
Please call to schedule a working

interview at our Sully Station location.

Love Children?
Call Today 703-449-8452

LIFEGUARD SUPERVISOR
EARN UP TO $800 PER WEEK
Looking for organized people that can
manage up to 10 pools and up to 50 staff.
Prefer applicant with pool experience. Must

have reliable transportation. Must
be or become certified in
LGT, CPR, First Aid, as
well as hold current Pool
Operator’s License.

Contact Chris @ 703-906-2651
Email: chriswaters@winklerpool.com

Lead Steward 
Coordinate and direct all work assignments 
in  the  Stewarding  Department  to  ensure 
the organization,  sanitation,  inventory  and 
control of all china, glassware, and silver-
ware  items. Responsible  for  the supervi-
sion, scheduling, developing and training of 
all Stewarding, working close with organi-
zation food for Banquets. Contact Human 
Resources at 703-610-8276. Apply online at 
www.sheraton.jobs/tysonscorner

COLLEGE
STUDENTS

& ‘08 H.S. GRADS
SUMMER WORK!

$17.00 Base-Appt, FT/PT,
Sales/Svc, No Exp Nec,

All Ages 17+, Conditions Apply
703-359-7600

Well Established Salon since 1983 in 
the Center of McLean is looking for the 

following positions.
* Experienced Hair Stylist

* Experienced Massage Therapist
* Experienced Nail Tech

Family environment & Great income. 
Call 703-356-8844. Ask for Daniele 
Paul. Absolutely Confidential Meeting

LIFEGUARDS
WANTED

We Will Train You!
Winkler Pool Management is

NOW HIRING lifeguards for the 2008
summer season.

Call Megan at 703-906-1647 or email at

meganbaker@winklerpool.com

Part Time 
Marketing Representatives

Capital Remodeling is currently looking to 
fill part time positions in our Marketing De-
partment. Average employees earn $10-$15 
hourly, and enjoy flexible scheduling with 
evening and weekend hours available. Per-
fect for students, or anyone looking for a 
second income. Call today to schedule an 
interview. 703-352-8600 ext 12

SHUTTLE DRIVER
Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads is 

seeking a part-time driver to provide 
shuttle service for staff on Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons.  Applicants must 
have a good driving record, excellent 

interpersonal skills and feel comfortable 
driving a 14-passenger van. To apply, 

visit www.goodwinhouse.org or call 
703-578-7204/ EOE 

Nannies needed  to start ASAP,
$15-$20/hr, legal, drive. 

703-779-7999
nanniesbynature.com

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

v

v

Needed for Sterling office. Excellent
salary & benefits. No weekends, no
evenings, no HMO. Must have dental
office office experience. Spanish
speaking a plus. Call 703-444-5222
or fax resume to 703-444-1611

DENTAL ASSISTANT

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects
of the newspaper business. Internships avail-
able in reporting, photography, research,
graphics. Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career. Unpaid.
Call John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or email
internship@connection
newspapers.com

Principal Consultant
Appian Corporation, in Vienna, VA, seeks 
ind. to  leverage  expertise  across  range 
of critical process improvement disciplines 
inc. business process mgmt., knowledge 
mgmt.,  personalization,  business 
intelligence,  and  application  integrations.
Construct, implement, and deploy process-
centric solutions using XML and SOAP.
Supervise team of jr. consultants in imple-
menting software monitoring tools, system 
rollout plans and system administration and 
integration. Req: Master’s degree in 
CS/Eng. + 1.5 yrs. exp. as Technical Lead. 
Resumes  to  Leanne  Loveday,  Appian 
Corporation, 8000 Towers Crescent Drive 
16th FL, Vienna, VA 22182. Please include 
reference: CN/PC.
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LEGAL NOTICE
The Virginia Department of Historic Resources will hold a 

Public Information Hearing to discuss the proposed.

Glencarlyn Historic District in Arlington County, VA.  The Public 
Hearing is scheduled for Monday, May 19, 2008, beginning at 

7:00 p.m. in the Arlington County Office Building, Arlington 
County Boardroom on the third floor at 2100 Clarendon 

Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22201.   Public comment regarding 
the proposal will be taken at the time of the hearing or can be 

sent to: Director Kathleen Kilpatrick, VA Department of Historic 
Resources, 2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, VA 23221. 

These proposals have been recommended eligible for the 
Virginia Landmarks and National Register.  Proposals will be 

presented to the State Review Board and the Historic 
Resources Board on June 19, 2008 in Richmond, VA.  For a 
copy of the proposal and/or a boundary map, contact Jean 

McRae, VA Department of Historic Resources, 804-367-2323 
x-102 or jean.mcrae@dhr.virginia.gov.

Make a difference in the life 
of a child who needs you.

Help a child and learn new ways to teach 
positive behaviors. Generous monthly stipend; 

24-hour support; ongoing training provided. Call 
Phillips Programs for more information or visit our 

website. www.phillipsprograms.org. PHILLIPS 
Teaching Homes (703) 941-3471 ext. 217 or 

(301) 470-1620 ext. 195. Homes are needed in 
VA and MD. Training starts in June 2008

TRUSTEE'S SALE

OF VALUABLE

IMPROVED REAL ESTATE

Improved by the premises known as

2230 George C. Marshall Drive, #626, Falls Church, Virginia

In execution of a Deed of Trust from Jose M. Bernardo, 
dated April 10, 2006, and recorded April 12, 2006, in Deed 
Book 18367 at page 1274 among the Land Records of Fairfax 
County, Virginia, the undersigned substitute trustee will offer 
for sale at public auction at the front entrance of the Judicial 
Center for Fairfax County, at 4110 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax, 
Virginia, on

Friday, May 30, 2008

at 1:30 p.m. Eastern Daylight Savings Time

the following property being the property contained in said 
Deed of Trust, described as follows:

Tax Map No. 039-4-61-0626

Commonly known as 2230 George C. Marshall Drive, #626, 
Falls Church, Virginia 22043.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $34,000.00 or ten per-
cent (10%) of the sale price, whichever amount is less, in the 
form of cash or its equivalent will be required of the purchaser 
at the time and place of sale; the balance of the purchase mon-
ey being due and payable within fifteen (15) days after sale, 
time expressly being of the essence, with interest at the rate of 
6.125 percent per annum from date of sale to date of settle-
ment. Provided, however, that if the holder of the secured 
promissory note is the successful bidder at the sale, no cash 
deposit shall be required, and part of or the entire indebted-
ness, including interest and costs, secured by the Deed of 
Trust, may be set off against the purchase price.

Any defaulting purchaser shall forfeit the deposit and 
stand the risk and cost of resale.

Sale shall be made subject to all existing easements 
and restrictive covenants as the same may lawfully affect the 
real estate. Sale is further subject to mechanic's and/or materi-
alman's liens of record and not of record. The property will be 
sold subject to all conditions, covenants, restrictions, rights of 
redemption of federal lienholders or encumbrances, and agree-
ments of record affecting the same, if any.

In the event the undersigned trustee is unable to con-
vey to the purchaser good title, then purchaser's sole and ex-
clusive remedy shall be in the refund of the deposit paid at the 
time of sale.

The subject property and all improvements thereon will 
be sold in "as is" condition without warranty of any kind. Pur-
chaser shall be responsible for any and all building and/or zon-
ing code violations whether of record or not of record, as well 
as for all unpaid and enforceable homeowners' or condomini-
um owners' association dues and assessments, if any. Pur-
chaser also shall be responsible for obtaining possession of 
the property at his/her expense. Purchaser shall assume the 
risk of loss and shall be responsible for any damage, vandal-
ism, theft, destruction, or the like, of or to the property occur-
ring after the time of sale. Conveyance will be by special war-
ranty deed.

Conveyancing, recording, transfer taxes, notary fees, examina-
tion of title, state stamps, and all other costs of conveyance are 
to be at the expense of purchaser. State and local taxes, pub-
lic charges, and special or regular assessments, if any, shall 
be adjusted to the date of sale and thereafter shall be assumed 
by the purchaser.

The undersigned trustee unconditionally reserves the 
right: (i) to waive the deposit requirement; (ii) to approve or dis-
approve the creditworthiness of any bidder and/or purchaser; 
(iii) to withdraw the property from sale at any time prior to ter-
mination of the bidding; (iv) to extend the time for bidding; (v) 
to reject any or all bids; (vi) to postpone or set over the date or 
time of sale; and (vii) to extend the period of time for settlement 
hereunder.

Additional terms and conditions of sale may be an-
nounced at the time of sale.

DAVID N. PRENSKY

Substitute Trustee

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
David N. Prensky
Chasen & Chasen
Suite 500
5225 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20015
(202) 244-4000

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.
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ABC LICENSE
Tivoli Gourmet, LLC trading as 

Tivoli, 901 North Stuart St, 
Arlington, VA 22203. The 

above establishment is apply-
ing to the VIRGINIA DEPART-

MENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a 
Wine and Beer off Premises 
license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Shin Cha 

Song

26 Antiques

26 Antiques

WANTED
SPORTS CARDS & 

MEMORABILIA
Huggins & Scott Auctions is 

looking to buy or consign 
your VINTAGE (Pre-1970) 

Sports Cards & Memorabilia 
+ older Americana collecti-

bles including Toys, Games, 
Trains, Comics, Coins, Politi-

cal Items, etc. for our next 
World Wide Internet Auction
Call Craig 703-220-4718 to 

discuss your collection
hugginsandscott.com

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

29 Misc. for Sale

$250 KING Pillow Top 
Mattress & Box set (3pc)-
Brand New, Never Used 

w/warranty. (Retail $500+) 
Deliverable 571-926-1990 

7 PC Cherry Sleigh Bedroom 
set - Brand new in boxes, 

Worth $1200+ 
(Can help deliver)Asking $575 

571-926-1990

QN Pillow Top Mattress & 
box set Brand new in plastic 

w/warranty! Can deliver. 
(Worth $300+) MUST SELL 

$150  571-926-1990

34 Pets

11 wk old seal (black) white  
M Italian greyhound puppy

for pet adoption. Healthy, 
sound and loving dog looking 

for a forever home. 
703-967-6646 for inquiries

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

117 Adoption

Loving couple seeks to 
adopt newborn. Will pay 

legal/medical expenses. 
Helen/Larry 888-834-3646

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

703
917-6400
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From Page 17

Senior Living

fee; newcomers welcome. Details, 703-228-5321.
Social Club. Senior social club, The Fair Golds,

will meet noon, Fairlington Community Center.
No fee; newcomers welcome. Call for details,
703-228-5722.

FRIDAY/MAY 16
Walkers. The Lee Walkers, Lee Senior Center, will

walk along Embassy Row in D.C., 10 a.m. Fee is
$2.50; newcomers welcome. Call to register,
703-228-0555.

Fast Walking. A fast paced walking group for
seniors will meet at Aurora Hills Senior Center,
9 a.m. No fee; newcomers welcome. Call for
details 703-228-5722.

Music Group. The music appreciation group at
Culpepper Garden Senior Center will meet 1
p.m., to discuss music composers who were also
music critics. No fee; newcomers welcome. Call
for details, 703-228-4403.

Book Discussion. Aurora Hills Senior Center’s
book discussion group will meet Fri., May 16, 1
p.m., to discuss, “Brother, I’m Dying.” No fee;
newcomers welcome. Details, 703-228-5722.

SATURDAY/MAY 17
Traditional Hatha Yoga classes for seniors

begin 9:30 a.m., Culpepper Garden Senior
Center. Appropriate for both beginners and
advanced. Cost is $30 for six 90 minute sessions.
Call to register, 703-228-4403.

MONDAY/MAY 19
 Health Lecture. Attend a free session about the

basics of Medicare at the Agency on Aging, 3033
Wilson Blvd., 7th floor, Arlington at 2 p.m. Pre-
registration is preferred, but not required. For
further information or to pre-register, please
contact the Agency on Aging at 703-228-1700,
TTY 703-228-1788, or via e-mail at
Arlaaa@arlingtonva.us.

SUNDAY/MAY 18
Theatre Performance. Baltimore’s Hippodrome

Theater will host seniors for a performance of
“The Color Purple.” Cost is $85. Call Senior
Adult Travel, 703-228-4749. Registration
required.

MONDAY/MAY 19
Exercise. Drop-in seated strength training class for

seniors, 9 a.m., Madison Senior Center, 3829 N.
Stafford St., Arlington. $3.50 per class. Call for
details, 703-228-0555.

Exercise Class. Full fitness exercise class for
seniors, taught by Andrea Baumann, TJ
Community Center, 10 a.m., 3501 S. 2nd St.,
Arlington. Drop-in. Cost is $3.50 per class. Call
for details, 703-228-4745.

Walkers. Dyke Marsh, is the destination of the
Walter Reed Walkers, Walter Reed Senior
Center, 2909 S. 16th St., 9:30 a.m. Fee is $2.50
for transportation to walking site; newcomers
welcome. Call to register, 703-228-0955.

Dancing. Square dancing exhibition by seniors, 11
a.m., Culpepper Garden Senior Center, 4435 N.
Pershing Drive, Arlington. Free; newcomers
welcome. Call to register, 703-228-4403.

Games. Armchair bowling for seniors, 9:30 a.m.,
Langston-Brown Senior Center, 2121 N.
Culpeper St., Arlington. Free; newcomers
welcome. Call for details, 703-228-5321.

Yarn Crafters. The Yarn Crafters of Aurora Hills
Senior Center, 735 S. 18th St., Arl., will meet
Mon., May 19, 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m., to knit and
crochet items for local charities. Yarn and
patterns provided. Donations of washable yarn
appreciated. Call to register, 703-228-5722.

TUESDAY/MAY 20
Health Talk. Langston-Brown Senior Center will

host seniors wishing to meet individually with
Martha Trunk, regarding Medicare, Medicaid
and Medicine issues, 9:30 a.m., 2121 N.
Culpeper St. For appointment, 703-228-5321.

Antiques. What makes an object an antique will
be discussed 11:30 a.m., Lee Senior Center,
5722 Lee Highway, Arlington. Guest speaker,
Jane Jackson, Antiques Associates.. Free.
Details, 703-228-0555.

Trip. Visit National Harbor and Gaylord National
Resort. Take a water taxi from Alexandria, enjoy
a buffet lunch and shop. Cost is $60. 703-228-
4749. Registration required.
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Since 1981 VA License
#2705 023803

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

sHome & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Darhele Assoc.
✦Walkways ✦Patios 
✦Driveways ✦Brick 

✦Concrete ✦Flagstone
since 1985   free est

703-764-2720
www.darhele.com

HANDYMAN/CRAFTSMAN
Experienced craftsman offering complete 
home improvement services-carpentry, 

drywall, painting, electrical, plumbing, etc. 
No job too small. Reas. rates 

& satisfaction guaranteed. 
Call Gene 

703-309-2339

WHITE TAIL EXPRESS
Junk Removal & Hauling
Solid Waste Removal •Yard, Construction
Debris •Entire Home Cleanup •Furniture

& Appliances •Estate Clean-out
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed • Insured

Aubrey, 571-216-9292

Bashian American Builders
Professional, Quality 

Home Remodeling & Renovations
*Custom cabinetry and trim,

*Kitchens, *Baths, *Basements,
*Additions, *Handyman services

703-357-2652 / 703-496-7767
No job too small

EFH Construction
Int/Ext Remodeling • Kitchens

Baths • Basements • Additions etc.
Residential/Commercial  – 20 Years Experience

Class A License & Insured

No Job too Small

703-401-5785

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-803-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@yahoo.com

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

Let us help you.
FREE

design/build consult & budget
in your home!

Call Mike or Lynne
@ 703-455-9780

40 years experience • Licensed and Insured

THINKING OF A KITCHEN
OR BATH RENOVATION?

“Call For Special Promotions”

Countertops, Floors, Cabinet
Replacements & Refinishing, Cust.

Painting, Complete Interior Remodeling

Free Estimates • Excellent References
Call Thomas Martins

703-327-1889
Established 1988

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

Sunrooms - Screen Porches - Decks
Thirty Years Experience – 10,000 Customers

Free Estimates by Creative Design Consultants

SunSetter Awnings Dealer
Four Seasons Sunrooms Dealer

One year - Same as Cash

703-550-3444
e-mail: woodcraftbuilders@gmail.com

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Trees & Plants | Walls & Walkways| Ponds
Patios | Lighting | Sod Installation | Much More

*Free Estimates*
703.919.4456

Design &
Installation

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Lawn Mowing
Mulching & more!

Call Mark for free est,

703-868-7831

Prompt Reliable Service
Seasonal plantings & garden

maintenance to suite your
personal taste

Stacey 703-242-2421
Lic & Ins

Flower Garden Delight
Est 1995

Custom Masonry
(703) 768-3900

Brick, Flagstone & Concrete
Repairs and New Installation

All work guaranteed
Licensed   Insured

Visit us on the web at
www.custommasonryofva.com

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

MASONRY MASONRY

CONCRETE CONCRETE

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

HAULING HAULING

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

ROOFING & SIDING SPECIALISTS
FREE ESTIMATES

POLYTECH ROOFING CO.

• FULLY INSURED  • INSURANCE CLAIMS  • VA LIC. #2705-050771A  • 10 YRS OF
LOCAL EXPERIENCE  • GUARANTEED QUALIFIED WORKMANSHIP

•  REFERENCES & WRITTEN WARRANTEES

ALL TYPES OF:
Roofing
Siding

Gutters
Windows

Emergency Repairs

703-734-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

I have never been a knight in shining
armor. Nor have I ever been a man in
uniform (Cub Scouts and organized team
sports notwithstanding). Certainly I have
been a fish out of water and on occasion, I
will admit to having been a bit of a
wallflower. I may not be the most
memorable character you’ll ever meet, but
nor am I totally forgettable, either. I try not
to take up too much space (figuratively
speaking) and require very little attention as
well. Left alone, I will not wither and die.

Basically, I need to be fed and watered
daily, just like our mini rex rabbit, Chester;
he seems fairly content to nibble his kibble,
crinkle his nose, drink his water, inhale his
kale, and toss his toys from side to side and
seems not bitter at all when he uses his
litter. When out and about (about 30
minutes a day), he hips and hops and
chews everything in sight, and a few things
we can’t see so he needs to be monitored
at all times (not unlike some people I
know).

Left well enough alone, he will cause
goat-like carnage in the house (he’s an
indoor bunny). He’s already chewed
Comcast cable wires, “Monster” brand
stereo cables, newspapers and magazines,
the fringe on Oriental rugs, upholstery and
anything and everything he can get his
buck teeth on. As simple and mundane as
his routine/life appears to be, he seems
content, so far as we know. I mean, we
haven’t received any complaints as yet, and
he’s been a member of the family going on
five years.

It seems like the responsibilities I have —
and fulfill — with respect to care-giving our
animals (four at present; two cats, one dog
and of course, Chester), are the closest I’ll
get to wearing shining armor. And yet, I’ll
likely never know if that’s how my actions
are perceived. Will a cat rubbing his hind
quarters against my leg or curling his tail
under my nose mean love, gratitude and
appreciation? Or will he merely be
scratching an itch and I’m the closest thing
around? Does my dog Bailey’s close
proximity to my body indicate his love for
me or am I simply protection from a nearby
draft or is it a non-verbal queue to “treat”
him as soon as I get up? Is Chester’s licking
of my hand yet another sign of love and
affection or is it, as my wife, Dina, has
suggested, merely his need for salt and
moisture (a salt lick is a recommended in-
cage necessity for rabbits)?

Obviously the animals can’t talk to me
(unless this was a Disney movie), but their
actions speak volumes, right? I am their
hero, their universe, their savior. Without
me (and Dina, too) their life would be
difficult, incomplete you might say. Their
eyes, their focused glares, tell me all I need
to know. And though they are not blood
relatives, they are family nonetheless and
providing their cradle to grave needs gives
me a certain stature — and pride — that I
don’t think I would otherwise have, nor
have ever had not having been in uniform
— or armor — in my life (not counting
Halloween, either).

Granted, there’s more to life than animal
magnetism, but given my modest demands
and familial associations, I’m fairly content
to walk quietly — and write weekly — as to
my comings and goings, misgivings, faults
and foibles and stick it to the man; that
man most often being me. It’s easy to take
shots at others, anybody can do that. I’d
rather stick to the subject matter I know
best; me, myself and I. It may not be much
but it beats the alternative.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Write On!
By KENNETH B. LOURIE
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Tree Pruning & Removal
Stump Removal

Mario Flores, Certified Arborist
“Prince of Pruning”

703-898-1190
Caring for the trees you love

Xavier’ Services Inc.
TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

IMPROVEMENTS

KITCHEN &
BATH DESIGN

Class A Lic. Insured

Refacing,
Facelifts,

Basements,
Decks, Porches

MichaelsRemodeling.com

703-764-9563
Since 1979 Free Est.

Bigsculpture.org

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Mulching • Sealing • Fertilizing
Sodding • Spring Cleanup

703-863-7465

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

SPRING
CLEAN-UP

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

MULCH

Dark in color, Fast Service
Order Now For Best Quality
703-327-4224
703-568-8014

MULCH
Double Shredded Hardwood

PAINTING

www.Patriot Painting.net

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!

Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

TREE SERVICE

• Clean Yard &
  • Brush Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects
of the newspaper business. Internships avail-
able in reporting, photography, research,
graphics. Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career. Unpaid.
Call John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or email
internship@connection
newspapers.com

There is more to
life than increasing
its speed.
-Mahatma Gandhi

-6

The winner of puzzle #0306-6 is:

Dr. Tom Connally

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles

•Repairs •Reroofs

•Flat Roofs

Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

sHome & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORSconnectionnewspapers.com

SPRING SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

ROOFING ROOFING

PAINTING PAINTING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

GUTTER

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

LAWN SERVICE

Group Rates Avail.!

PINNACLE
SERVICES, INC.

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

703-354-4333

20 YEARS EXP.

• Wood Replace & Wrapping
• Pressure Washing,
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

metrogutter.com

HAULING

Spring General
Yard Cleanup, Tree 

& Trash removal

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

IMPROVEMENTS
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