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Folkerts Elected Chairwoman

School Board selects
new leadership for a
period of transition.

By MicHAEL LEE POPE
CAZETTE PACKET

uring one recent School Board

meeting, the interim personnel

director made a recommenda-

tion to the interim superinten-

dent that the school system should hire an

interim principal at T.C. Williams High

School. It was a revealing moment about

the drastic changes that are taking place in

the school system, culminating this week

in the departure of former Chairwoman

Claire Eberwein who officially stepped

down from her position as an elected offi-

cial on Monday. When School Board mem-

bers convened Tuesday morning for their

annual organization meeting, they selected

Yvonne Folkerts as their new chairwoman,

and Sheryl Gorsuch was selected as vice
chairwoman.

“In terms of a policy goal for the next year,

I would say that creating a strategic plan

will be our biggest

Enanimous vore Tues. 1 think the board is

day morning. "Thats - haginning to pull itself
together and work
more harmoniously.”

something we’ve all
— Connie Ring,

said we wanted.”
former School Board chairman

often found themselves
deeply divided over a
number of issues. The
disagreements culmi-
nated last year, when
former Chairman
Arthur Peabody told
former Superintendent

Unanimity has been
in short supply on the
School Board. Since
their election in 2006,
the current School
Board members have

S34 million escrow
account to pay for
pollution controls.

By CHuck HAGEE
GAZETTE PACKET

t 11:30 p.m. on June 30, 2008, a
historic agreement was reached by
the Mirant Community Monitoring
Group that just may end the philosophical
gridlock between Mirant and Alexandria

over the operation of the company’s

Trolley

roubl}es(E

Alexandria City

Public Schools

Rebecca Perry that a majority of board mem-
bers were interested in finding a new su-
perintendent. Peabody later described the
meeting as a “courtesy call,” but the four
minority members described the process as
overly secretive and potentially illegal.
Folkerts was one of the five majority mem-
bers who voted to oust Perry.

Potomac River Generating Station .

But, their action did not make it a done
deal. The agreement had to be ratified by
City Council, the State Air Pollution Con-
trol Board, and the State Department of
Environmental Quality (VDEQ). The first of
those entities, Alexandria City Council,
voted unanimously to accept the agreement
during a special session the evening of July
1.

“This night has been a long time in com-
ing. We heard of many health problems
from residents over the years. But they were
only stories until a definitive study was
undertaken by Elizabeth Chimento and Poul
Hertel,” said Alexandria Vice Mayor Redella
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Executive Director of Information and Outreach Amy Carlini photographs the School Board,
with newly installed Chairwoman Yvonne Folkerts sitting in the center.

“I was disappointed that she was part of
the group of five that excluded the rest of
the School Board,” said Alexandria busi-
nessman Jack Taylor, who supported
Folkerts during the 2006 campaign. “As of
right now, I probably wouldn’t be one of

See NEwW LEADERSHIP, PAGE 31

City And Mirant Reach Agreement

“Del” Pepper in opening the Monitoring
Group’s four hour session. She, along with
Councilman Paul Smedberg, chaired the
Monday night meeting.

“It looks like the proposal we have be-
fore us might really help to clear up some
of this matter. But, I want to emphasize this
is not the end. We still want the plant to
close. But, I believe this is a step in the right
direction,” she said.

‘As much as we all might want the plant
to go away tomorrow that’s not going to
happen. But, this agreement will go a long
way in getting the plant cleaned up in the

SEE AGREEMENT, PAGE 4
























LETTERS

Dropout Crisis
is Nationwide

To the Editor:

Graduation is all about celebrat-
ing the accomplishments of those
awarded a diploma. And for the
hundreds of TC Williams seniors
from the Class of 2008, the rau-
cous celebration at the Patriot Cen-
ter June 20 was testimony to the
fact that it takes a family, a school,
many teachers and the help of the
entire community to graduate a
child from high school ready for
college, work and life.

The Packet was right to point out
in “Those Who Didn’t Get a Di-
ploma,” that far too many of
Alexandria’s public high school
students are not graduating in four
years. Many reasons beyond the
reach of the schools and teachers
drive down our graduation rate.
And Alexandria is not alone. Our
country is today facing a dropout
crisis. More than one million
American high school students
drop out of school every year.
That’s one student every 26 sec-
onds, making the national high
school graduation rate a dismal 70
percent. For African-American stu-
dents barely half will graduate
with their class, while less than 60

percent of Hispanic students will
graduate on time.

All our students deserve to bask
in the graduation celebration spot-
light — but they need our help and
they need it now. When a student
drops out of high school, it affects
everyone — business, government,
communities and family. If the
School Board is serious about ad-
dressing Alexandria’s dropout crisis
they should follow the example of
cities all over the country and con-
vene a Dropout Summit that in-
volves all aspects of the community.
Go to www.americaspromise.org to
access summit planning guidelines.
To invest in children now, means
more diplomas in the future.

Patti Reilly
Alexandria

Preserving
Wetlands

To the Editor:

Wetlands profoundly benefit the
lives of every American.

They control floods and erosion,
hold and cleanse water, and give
us places to hunt, fish and enjoy
the outdoors. What’s more, wet-
lands provide habitat for many
thousands of plant, fish and wild-

life species.

Yet we continue to let our last
— and best — wetlands slip
through our hands. In fact, we lose
an average of 80,000 acres of
natural wetlands each year.

A series of recent rollbacks in
legal protections now threaten to
accelerate our nation’s already
appalling rate of wetlands loss.
Leadership is needed to restore
federal protections that are crucial
to maintaining clean water and

healthy wetlands.
To sign an online petition to help
save the wetlands, visit

www.petitionsite.com/takeaction/
573485811?7z00m-15393478+#.

Ziyana Al-Rawahi
Fairfax

Write

Letters to the Editor
The Connection

7913 Westpark Drive

McLean, Va. 22102

Call: 703-917-6444.
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gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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glynn jones salon & spa

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Corporate
Events

Don't let the weather ruin your
company picnic!

-See if new hires and interns
have what it takes!

-Pit departments, branches and
divisions against each other

Call us to plan your event today!
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Indoor Kart Racing

Allsports Grand Prix
45915 Maries Rd.
Dulles Va. 20166
571-434-9566
www.allsportsgp.com
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PAINTS & WALLCOVERINGS
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Our 4109 Mt. Vernon Ave. store
has moved to a new location at

263 West Glebe Rd.

Stop by for great savings on

paints, stains, and accessories!

Arlandria
263 West Glebe Rd.
703-549-6645

Mon-Fri: 7:00am-6:00pm
Sat: 8:00am-5:00pm
Sun: CLOSED

NOW OPEN

DURON

PAINTS & WALLCOVERINGS

Visit us at duron.com.

Wot responsiie for pograghical o awork ermods. ©2008 Dueron Paints & Walloowerings
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3806 WESTGATE DRIVE| 5625,000

Clssac brick colonial on Deautidul hall scra kol on one
W ||||:||||| oiginal tarms,  Tha BEAX -I’ P Bnduir
in Kitchen, Tormal dining room and living room with fireg k
lorweo | has a large I.'|r|' y roorm with lireplace 'rn: Kaster BR
suile has its own bathneom and walk-in chosal

309 HOLLAND LANE | $475,000

2 BR, 2 BA condo wil colings, granile counters, 358 appkances,
wood Nooes in LR, DR, Kichen, soaking fub, full size s's WD, 2
doors to balcony, 2 walk-in closats. 1 tandaem garage parking
(room for 2 cars) & 1 slorage locker. Enjoy work-oul room, oourd
ward & keunge, Walk to King S0 malro, shops, restaurants, Whola
Foods, alc. So closa o everything Old T '|'\.rl

Two Building Lots

Located on

Lovely Country Lane

$450,000 Per Lot
20,000 Square Feet Per Lot

Contact Donnan C. Wintermute
703.518.6156

CINDIE FISH | 703.201.4451 MT VERNON

1101 CHOGE DF!I'H’EI 5475, UUU

A ] W his char |.|||.| Ehuris

hiemia i langor than it 4 ¢

manl, i ¥ ofl, 1 W wilh e and
i ST } amant windows, Privale, fe
kA with two dacks, matune reas. Mins to Old own, 355, Metro

BRENDA STONE | 703.615,4862 THE ROYALTON

6B00 10TH ST #B2| 5279,000

Baoaulitully renovaled two bednoom h|r|| 1 1w Fuisar! on E !- iy
wilh lresh decoralor ¢

bathecom with oor

ey hichar |

counters ||||I|| and bright with Franc

DONMAN C. WINTERMUTE | 703.518.6156

BIGGER IS BETTER!

400 PENDLETON 5T
5899900

1 ol (e Bargest Chalfharr

on avary hd, HUGE m:
sulte w/ silting mm & mon
t floods evary room
& lealures a privata
2 car garage, moltop deck
151 class MBA, elc. You
hava room for everything!
Walk 1o water, shopping
reslaurams!

CHATHAM SQUARE

JOY DEEVY | 703. 930.5198 wwnw JoyDeeavy.com

?E[J? SOUTHDOWN ROAD| 53, E'rﬂﬂ IJU'EI I.
arrilic: [koor plan i||| wiling s, Spactacularn 5, 3 BRs, 3.5 Bas
/..-lrr|r||1|_.- ||||I,|1-c:-
Tiecrs s Fanasg 5, capstom built, W blt= ot bo parkland
i walerfront home to Okl
Town! Call Maria Louise Meyer al A3 B35 2080

GREG DOHERTY | 703.408,5068

Trianely ol .-"'.l I| II all il h handwond 10ors
b, @ wodd burning lireplac it anile
licy Il. naame & I| s I|||

ﬁ

i
¥ oo th |I opens 1o chel's K
aneccin wilh waullisd olings 3
Dasigrir cors, handwood Hoofing ||I I|| SF P I

MARIE LOUISE MEYER | 703.836. 2080 MLM1606 Tacl.com

Information 1s deemed reliable but 15 not guaranteed,

Equal housing representative
| £ It]

BONNIE RIVKIN | T03.556.7788 ARCH HALL/ OLD TOWN

Mot a solicitation of another broker's listing.

PHYLLIS PATTERSON | 703.518.6158

Cwned and operated by NET,LLC.
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