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A
t 11:30 p.m. on June 30, 2008, a
historic agreement was reached by
the Mirant Community Monitoring

Group that just may end the philosophical
gridlock between Mirant and Alexandria
over the operation of the company’s

Potomac River Generating Station .
But, their action did not make it a done

deal. The agreement had to be ratified by
City Council, the State Air Pollution Con-
trol Board, and the State Department of
Environmental Quality (VDEQ). The first of
those entities, Alexandria City Council,
voted unanimously to accept the agreement
during a special session the evening of July
1.

“This night has been a long time in com-
ing. We heard of many health problems
from residents over the years. But they were
only stories until a definitive study was
undertaken by Elizabeth Chimento and Poul
Hertel,” said Alexandria Vice Mayor Redella

“Del” Pepper in opening the Monitoring
Group’s four hour session. She, along with
Councilman Paul Smedberg, chaired the
Monday night meeting.

“It looks like the proposal we have be-
fore us might really help to clear up some
of this matter. But, I want to emphasize this
is not the end. We still want the plant to
close. But, I believe this is a step in the right
direction,” she said.

“As much as we all might want the plant
to go away tomorrow that’s not going to
happen. But, this agreement will go a long
way in getting the plant cleaned up in the

$34 million escrow
account to pay for
pollution controls.

City And Mirant Reach Agreement

By Michael Lee Pope
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D
uring one recent School Board
meeting, the interim personnel
director made a recommenda-
tion to the interim superinten-

dent that the school system should hire an
interim principal at T.C. Williams High
School. It was a revealing moment about
the drastic changes that are taking place in
the school system, culminating this week
in the departure of former Chairwoman
Claire Eberwein who officially stepped
down from her position as an elected offi-
cial on Monday. When School Board mem-
bers convened Tuesday morning for their
annual organization meeting, they selected
Yvonne Folkerts as their new chairwoman,
and Sheryl Gorsuch was selected as vice
chairwoman.

“In terms of a policy goal for the next year,
I would say that creating a strategic plan
will be our biggest
goal,” she said after the
unanimous vote Tues-
day morning. “That’s
something we’ve all
said we wanted.”

Unanimity has been
in short supply on the
School Board. Since
their election in 2006,
the current School
Board members have

often found themselves
deeply divided over a
number of issues. The
disagreements culmi-
nated last year, when
former Chairman
Arthur Peabody told
former Superintendent

Rebecca Perry that a majority of board mem-
bers were interested in finding a new su-
perintendent. Peabody later described the
meeting as a “courtesy call,” but the four
minority members described the process as
overly secretive and potentially illegal.
Folkerts was one of the five majority mem-
bers who voted to oust Perry.

“I was disappointed that she was part of
the group of five that excluded the rest of
the School Board,” said Alexandria busi-
nessman Jack Taylor, who supported
Folkerts during the 2006 campaign. “As of
right now, I probably wouldn’t be one of

Executive Director of Information and Outreach Amy Carlini photographs the School Board,
with newly installed Chairwoman Yvonne Folkerts sitting in the center.
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School Board selects
new leadership for a
period of transition.

Folkerts Elected Chairwoman

“I think the board is
beginning to pull itself
together and work
more harmoniously.”

— Connie Ring,
former School Board chairman
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Letters

Dropout Crisis
is Nationwide
To the Editor:

Graduation is all about celebrat-
ing the accomplishments of those
awarded a diploma. And for the
hundreds of TC Williams seniors
from the Class of 2008, the rau-
cous celebration at the Patriot Cen-
ter June 20 was testimony to the
fact that it takes a family, a school,
many teachers and the help of the
entire community to graduate a
child from high school ready for
college, work and life.

The Packet was right to point out
in “Those Who Didn’t Get a Di-
ploma,” that far too many of
Alexandria’s public high school
students are not graduating in four
years. Many reasons beyond the
reach of the schools and teachers
drive down our graduation rate.
And Alexandria is not alone. Our
country is today facing a dropout
crisis. More than one million
American high school students
drop out of school every year.
That’s one student every 26 sec-
onds, making the national high
school graduation rate a dismal 70
percent.  For African-American stu-
dents barely half will graduate
with their class, while less than 60

percent of Hispanic students will
graduate on time.

All our students deserve to bask
in the graduation celebration spot-
light – but they need our help and
they need it now. When a student
drops out of high school, it affects
everyone – business, government,
communities and family. If the
School Board is serious about ad-
dressing Alexandria’s dropout crisis
they should follow the example of
cities all over the country and con-
vene a Dropout Summit that in-
volves all aspects of the community.
Go to www.americaspromise.org to
access summit planning guidelines.
To invest in children now, means
more diplomas in the future.

Patti Reilly
Alexandria

Preserving
Wetlands
To the Editor:

Wetlands profoundly benefit the
lives of every American.

They control floods and erosion,
hold and cleanse water, and give
us places to hunt, fish and enjoy
the outdoors. What’s more, wet-
lands provide habitat for many
thousands of plant, fish and wild-

life species.
Yet we continue to let our last

— and best — wetlands slip
through our hands. In fact, we lose
an average of 80,000 acres of
natural wetlands each year.

A series of recent rollbacks in
legal protections now threaten to
accelerate our nation’s already
appalling rate of wetlands loss.
Leadership is needed to restore
federal protections that are crucial
to maintaining clean water and
healthy wetlands.

To sign an online petition to help
save the wetlands, visit
www.petitionsite.com/takeaction/
573485811?z00m-15393478#.

Ziyana Al-Rawahi
Fairfax

Write
Letters to the Editor

The Connection
7913 Westpark Drive
McLean, Va. 22102
Call: 703-917-6444.

By fax: 703-917-0991.
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