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Teenager
Dies in
Crash
n automobile accident in the West
End over the weekend claimed
the life of a 16-year-old Mount
Vernon resident when the scooter
he was driving collided with a vehicle at
the intersection of West Braddock Road and
North Van Dorn Street. Mark Robert
Fracasso, 16, died on Sunday.
“This is a great loss to our family,” said
Tim Hamer, principal of Bishop Ireton High
School, where Fracasso was preparing to
begin his junior year. “He was the kind of
person who lit up a room when he walked
into it.”
Fracasso was an avid musician who excelled at playing the trumpet. He was in the
school band at St. Mary’s Catholic School
and was accepted into the elite wind ensemble as a sophomore at Bishop Ireton.
Earlier this year, he toured through Germany staging five different performances
with the Bishop Ireton wind ensemble.
“He was a fine young Catholic man, and
he seems to leave us way too soon,” wrote
the Rev. John DeCelles in St. Mary’s church
bulletin. “Our prayers go out to the Fracasso
family, as we share their grief.”
Fracasso was a veteran altar server and
an evening assistant in the parish office. The
funeral mass is scheduled to take place on
Thursday, July 31 at 10 a.m. at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church on Royal Street in Old Town
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See Crash, Page 26

Christina Wohlei, Garrett Hulfish and Daniel Schaaf work on the beltway panel for a mural on Eisenhower
For more see E inside.
Avenue.

Striking a Balance
Alexandria spends a more of its budget
on administration and instruction than
other jurisdictions.
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By Michael Lee Pope
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Art students and artists alike create
local scenes.
Art, Page 3
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rguing that more money should be
spent in the classroom is a time-honored tradition on the campaign trail
for School Board candidates, although few
of them have ever been willing to name specific cuts they would like to see to administrative costs An analysis of budget figures
compiled by the Virginia Department of
Education shows that Alexandria spends 6.8
percent of its budget on administration, an
amount comparable to Arlington County,
which spends 5.5 percent on administration. Fairfax County, which boasts about 16
times more students than Alexandria, has
an economy of scale that allows for a 1.7percent expenditure on administration.
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Alexandria City
Arlington County
Falls Church City
Montgomery County
Fairfax County
Loudoun County
Prince George’s County
Manassas City
Prince William County

$19,341
$18,563
$18,474
$14,705
$13,407
$12,751
$12,107
$12,067
$10,429

SOURCE: Washington Area Boards of
Education

Alexandria

Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Cost Per Pupil

But even though Alexandria spends relatively more on administration, the city’s
school system also spends more on instruction than its neighboring jurisdictions, devoting a larger percentage of its budget to
classroom funding than Arlington or Fairfax.
According to the 2007 annual report from
Virginia School Superintendent Billy
Cannaday, Alexandria devotes 72 percent
of its disbursements toward classroom instruction. To accomplish the same tasks,
Arlington spends 57 percent of its budget
and Fairfax County spends 65 percent of its
total budget. Other spending categories included transportation, maintenance and
food services.
“Obviously parents and taxpayers want
to see that school funding is going toward
the classroom,” said Amy Carlini, spokes-

woman for Alexandria City Public Schools.
“These numbers show that a majority of our
budge is going toward instruction.”
Nevertheless, Alexandria’s smaller scale
influences how money is spent in the division and how it filters through the system
down into the classroom. An analysis conducted by the Washington Area Boards of
Education last year shows that Alexandria
has a higher cost-per-pupil ratio than any
other jurisdiction in the region. Administrators say that Alexandria’s small number
of pupils contributes to that distinction, as
does the city’s relatively high percentage of
students who speak English as a second lan
See Administration, Page 26
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News

Schools
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Looking east from Cook’s Lake on Eisenhower, the buffer of trees on the beltway is
being cleared.

First Day of School
Mount Vernon Community School principal Scott
Coleman greets parents and families as he prepares
for dismissal of the students on the first day of
school. Mount Vernon Community School and Samuel
Tucker Elementary School opened their doors on
Monday, July 28, the first day of school for the two
year-round elementary schools.

Trees Vs. Bulldozers
Here’s the answer to the
disappearing trees along
Eisenhower Avenue.

T.C. Search Extended
After interviewing three final prospective candidates to become
the next principal at T.C. Williams High School, incoming Superintendent Morton Sherman announced last week that he has decided to continue the search. Interim Principal William Clendaniel
has committed to stay at the school until a permanent replacement could be found.
“The finalists we interviewed were all very good,” said Sherman
in a written statement. “But I want to continue to look for the
best fit for T.C. Williams.”
The tentative plan was to have a recommendation for the School
Board by July 24, but that has been postponed.

Jefferson-Houston to
Receive Accreditation
Alexandria City Public School announced this week that it expects all of the city’s elementary schools and T.C. Williams High
School to receive full accreditation this year. Jefferson-Houston
School Elementary School, which is currently in the midst of a
major improvement effort, has been added to the list of fully accredited schools for the first time.
“I am proud of the gains we have made,” said Jefferson-Houston Principal Kimberley Graves in a written statement. “Accreditation is just the beginning, however. We want our students to
excel far beyond the SOLs.”
Both of the city’s middle schools missed the benchmark for math,
although administration officials noted that math scores have increased since last year at all three grade levels. Because state
standards for accreditation differ from federal standards under
No Child Left Behind, school officials are waiting for a determination about whether the school met the “Adequate Yearly
Progress” standard set forth by the United States Department of
Education. Those results are usually announced in late August.
— Michael Lee Pope
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By Chuck Hagee
Gazette

nyone driving the Beltway lately between
the Woodrow Wilson Bridge and the
Eisenhower Avenue connector is well
aware of the lack of vegetation, particularly along the Inner Loop lanes. It has been virtually clear cut. The sound wall along the Outer Loop
lanes is also gone.
The reason for this war zone appearance is the
initiation of the final phase of the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge Project — the $236.4 million construction of
the Telegraph Road Interchange. It will take five years
to complete and will involve the construction of 11
ramps and bridges.
A key component of the overall project includes
the widening of the Beltway past the Telegraph Road
Interchange. In order to do this, the project has decreased the travel lanes from four to three between
the Eisenhower Connector and the existing Telegraph
Road Interchange. This will allow for the ultimate
widening of both Inner and Outer loop lanes to five.
It is this widening process and providing a safe
work area for construction personnel that resulted
in the removal of the sound wall on the Outer Loop
and the denuding of the landscape on the Inner Loop,
according Johanna Jones, WWB Project spokesperson.
“By the end of this year, the project will begin to
replace the Outer Loop sound wall. But, replanting
the vegetation is not expected to begin until 2011 or
2012,” she said.
The primary concern about the denuding, in addition to increasing the noise level to residences and
offices along Eisenhower Avenue from both Beltway
traffic and construction, is the increased potential
for Cameron Run flooding. It contours immediately
adjacent to the construction area.

A

Without the vegetation, there is nothing to stop
dirt and silt from flowing down the slope from the
Beltway directly into the stream, thereby raising the
water level in times of severe storms. In order to prevent or lessen that from happening the WWB Project
has installed “a black silt fence around any area were
the soil or vegetation has been disturbed,” according to Jones.
“The perimeter controls prevent erosion of sediments off the site and into waterways or ditches,”
she stated. As for the increase in decibels to Inner
Loop residences and businesses, nature will just have
to take its course once the replanting is complete.
ORIGINALLY THE TELEGRAPH ROAD Interchange Project was to be completed by 2011, but at
a meeting on March 12 at Burgundy Elementary
School, it was announced that timeline had been
elongated to 2013. According to the contractors at
that meeting the extension was due to increased work
not originally anticipated.
The initial activities of the project have been devoted to clearing the area along the Beltway. Actual
work on the Beltway itself will not get underway until
early Spring of 2009, according to Rick Richardson,
Corman-Kiewit Constructors, part of the joint venture contract on this project.
The new sound walls call for the installation of
8,000 linear feet of concrete wall similar to what
has been removed. It will be constructed behind the
previous wall providing greater driving width, according to Richardson at the March 12 meeting.
The construction contract also permits the contractors to close an additional lane of the Beltway between 9:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. on any given day for
construction purposes, with advanced approval of
the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT),
according to Jalai Masumi, deputy project manager,
VDOT.
“This is a massive project with 390,000 cubic yards
of dirt being excavated, 82,000 cubic yards of embankment being removed, 30,000 cubic yards of concrete to be poured, and 750,000 tons of pavement
to be constructed,” Masumi said.
The latest information on the project can be found
at www.wilsonbridge.com.
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Slower Is Faster
This is the most urban
setting ever for using a
variable speed limit.
By Chuck Hagee
Gazette

rivers on the Capital Beltway,
traveling in the area of the Telegraph Road Interchange
Project, as of Monday, July 28,
became technological and sociological
guinea pigs. They have unknowingly volunteered their driving psyche to the
Woodrow Wilson Bridge Project and the
Virginia Department of Transportation
(VDOT).
An innovative traffic management system,
dubbed Variable Speed Limit (VSL), is now
in effect on the Inner Loop from the Maryland shoreline through the Telegraph Road
Interchange work zone and on the Outer
Loop and from the Springfield Interchange
through that work zone. Its primary purpose is to keep traffic moving by slowing it
down intermittently as bottlenecks develop.
This will be done through the eyes of 18
strategically placed roadway sensors and
cameras monitored 24/7 from a control

D

center at the WWB Project headquarters on
Eisenhower Avenue in Alexandria. As the
specially trained observer sees a backup
occurring at a given spot on their flat screen
monitors they have the ability to change the
speed limit several miles before the congestion thus allowing traffic to filter out rather
than continue to gridlock.
Known as the “Go with the Flow” Variable Speed Limit System, this procedure,
hopefully, will keep traffic moving rather
than sitting. “At least that’s the theory,” said
Ronaldo T. “Nick” Nicholson, VDOT Wilson
Bridge project manager and regional transportation program director, introducing the
experimental VSL system at a press conference July 24.
“VSL has proven successful in Europe,
moving drivers with greater efficiency and
safety. Implementing VSL at the Telegraph
Road Interchange promises to ease the way
for travelers during construction and will
serve as an excellent test bed for possible
deployment elsewhere,” Nicholson said.
However, he readily admitted this was an
“experiment,” not only in the use of the
technology but also in trying to change the
driving mentality of regional motorists.
That, he conceded, may prove more of a
challenge than implementing the technology.

John Eckert, Renaissance Technologies, Inc., explains the visual monitoring operations center that will oversee the new Variable Traffic Improvement System, instituted by the Woodrow Wilson Bridge Project on the
Capital Beltway, to control traffic flow throughout the five year construction period of the Telegraph Road Interchange Project.
“We are trying to change the habit of drivers rushing to the front of a back up when
they see a lane loss coming up. If we can
change that habit there will be fewer
crashes and both the drivers and our construction workers will be safer,” he said.
Nicholson also admitted, “This is the most
urban setting in which this technology has
been tried. We decided to apply it to this
project to see if we can re-educate area
motorists on how to drive through this construction corridor.”
Using a funnel and a cup of rice, John

Undeland, WWB Project spokesperson,
demonstrated the VSL concept. “If I pour
all the rice into the funnel at once it clogs
up and nothing gets through. But, if I pour
the rice slowly the grains pass through
quickly,” he said.
“We are trying to avoid instant gridlock.
The ultimate pay off will be that traffic will
get through the construction area faster and
safer,” Undeland said.
The safer part involves the Project’s partners in this experiment — the Virginia State
See Slower is Faster, Page 25

Former Teacher Pleads Guilty ARHA Sees Braddock Differently
By Chuck Hagee

By Bonnie Hobbs
Centre View

uring the workday, Matthew Edward McGuire taught Spanish
and helped coach boys and girls
in track and cross country at Chantilly
High. But on his own time, in his home
in Alexandria, he communicated online
with a girl named Jessica, who was 13.
For 10 months, they chatted regularly
with each other, with the conversations
taking on a decidedly sexual tone. Eventually, photos were exchanged – as were
Web cams of McGuire, naked.
However, unbeknownst to him, “Jessica” was actually an Arlington County
police detective assigned to the regional
Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC)
task force. And on Jan. 9, McGuire was
arrested and charged with attempted
indecent liberties with a minor and use
of a computer to solicit sex with a minor.
Last Wednesday, July 23, wearing a jail
jumpsuit and sandals, McGuire appeared
in Arlington County Circuit Court and
pleaded guilty to both charges. However,
before accepting his pleas, Judge James
Almand made sure McGuire, of West
Myrtle St., in Alexandria, fully understood the nature of the charges and was
entering his pleas because he was, in fact,
guilty of these offenses.
Almand informed him that the range
of punishment for the indecent liberties

D

charge is one-to-five years incarceration,
and one-to-10 years for the solicitation
charge. “And do you realize, even though
you’re pleading guilty, I could depart from
the sentencing guidelines and sentence
you to up to 15 years in prison?” asked
the judge. “Yes,” replied McGuire.
His attorney, Peter Greenspun, stressed
that “it’s implicit that no other charges
would be brought out of this plea – because there were multiple chats.” And
Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney
Patrick Dade agreed. Then, after advising
McGuire that he may also be waving his
right to appeal any decision of the court,
Almand accepted his pleas. Afterward,
Dade explained what the commonwealth’s
evidence would have been, had this case
gone to trial.
Dade then told Judge Almand that “Jessica” was really an undercover police detective and the teenage photos were actually those of a former Arlington County
police officer when she was 13.
In court last week, defense attorney
Greenspun admitted that his client had
participated in 50 online chats over a period of time. “It was all done over the computer. The chats were explicit from both
sides, and there was every reason to suspect that she wasn’t 13.”
Almand then found McGuire guilty of
both offenses, ordered a pre-sentencing
report and set sentencing for Oct. 31.
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he realities of the Alexandria Redevelopment and Housing
Authority’s mission to provide public housing for needy citizens ran headlong
into the more esoteric desires of the Alexandria Department of Planning & Zoning
Monday night prior to ARHA’s regular
monthly meeting.
At the suggestion of ARHA’s acting Executive Director, Roy Priest, P&Z Director Faroll
Hamer and members of her staff sought
input from the ARHA Board of Commissioners on the development of the Braddock
Road East Small Area Plan. To accomplish
that end they set up a mini charrette to compare the Board’s evaluation with that gained
from an ongoing series of community wide
meetings.
ARHA’s input is critical to the plan because
the area in question contains three of
ARHA’s public housing sites — Samuel Madden Uptown, Ramsey Homes, and Andrew
Adkins. There are a total of 500 ARHA units
presently within the plan area. That number must be maintained or replaced one for
one in order to comply with U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) rules.
Presently, the ARHA sites of the Braddock
Road Small Area Plan are being viewed
much the same as Chatham Square — a mix
of ARHA and market rate units. However,
as Hamer pointed out, “There must be two
market rate units for every public housing

T

unit in order to maintain the area’s economic viability.”
As the P&Z staff quickly learned, their
approach to analyzing the future development of the Area Plan and that of the ARHA
Board was quite different. “The community
that we serve is more than what is represented by these three sites,” said ARHA
Board Chairman A. Melvin Miller.
When Vice Chairman Carlyle C. “Connie”
Ring asked, “What flexibility is there in the
zoning to maintain the number of units that
the sites now support,” he was told by Andrea Barlow, principle planner, P&Z Department, who lead the presentation, “We are
not working with existing zoning. We are
looking to create new zoning for this area.”
As explained by the planning staff the
amount of open space throughout the plan
area can be increased or decreased depending on the configuration of the various
mixed-use structures. The higher the building the more surface area is available for
open space uses.
“It has been my experience that high rise
buildings don’t operate well within our mission to provide public housing,” Ring said.
Hamer noted that “high rise” did not have
to mean buildings over three stories. “These
are the options we want you to consider.
We want to know how you look at this plan.
Then we will compare that to what has
come out of the other planning sessions with
the community,” she said.
At the conclusion of the one-hour presentation there were no definable conclusions.
However, Hamer promised Miller that the
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Aiding the Dream
By Michael Lee Pope
Gazette Packet

hen Kelly Chen took a posi
tion teaching history at T.C.
Williams High School in
2006, she began to think
about buying a house in Alexandria. Yet an
average single-family home in the city is
$660,000. Even the average condominiums,
which are often perceived as a window of
opportunity for first-time buyers, goes for
$326,000. Clearly, Chen realized, she would
have to find some help if she wanted to live
the American Dream of homeownership.
Enter the city of Alexandria’s
homeownership assistance program.
During an orientation session with the
Alexandria City Public Schools, Chen
learned about the Moderate Income
Homeownership Program, which assists
households with incomes of up to $99,000.
She attended a workshop organized by city
officials to help potential homebuyers learn
about mortgages, rates and lenders. Eventually she set her sights on a $280,000

W
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Innovative homeownership
assistance programs recognized by
national organizations.

condo at the Watergate. The
Moderate
Income
Homeownership Program
kicked in $30,000, and she also
received $5,000 for being a city
employee. The Virginia Housing Development Authority
gave her a low-interest loan,
and now she is a homeowner.
“I wouldn’t have been able
to do it without the city’s help,”
said Chen. “Owning a home Mayor Bill Euille holds the award presented to the city last week for being recogmakes me feel much more nized as one of six ambassador cities by the U.S. Conference of Mayors and the
National Association of Realtors.
planted in the community.”
Last week, the U.S. Conference of Mayors and the National Associa- affordable homeownership opportunities Program and Moderate Income
Homeownership Program. Back in 2004,
tion of Realtors designated the city of Alex- for low- and moderate-income residents.
“We hope these initiatives will serve as a when the housing market was still red hot,
andria as one of only six 2008 “ambassador cities.” The association selected “am- model,” said Kit Hale, representing the Na- the city initiated its Employee
bassador cities” to recognize “innovative, tional Association of Realtors. “Creativity is Homeownership Incentive Program to assuccessful and effective programs that pro- great, but plagiarism is a whole lot quicker.” sist teachers, police officers and other public employees in purchasing homes here in
mote homeownership and affordable housing opportunities.” One of the reasons the FOR YEARS, the city has been helping the city where they serve the public. More
association selected the city was to recog- first-time homebuyers, assisting more than recently, the city received $15.2 million
nize its partnership with the Northern Vir- 850 low- and moderate-income households
ginia Association of Realtors that promotes through the Homeownership Assistance
See Aiding, Page 26

25% OFF
ALL TREES
& SHRUBS

Baskets, Fountains,
Benches, Statuary

40-75%

OFF ALL POTS

60% OFF

Herbs, Early Blooming
Perennials, Annuals,
Roses

Plastic &
Concrete Pots

patios, walls ★ Hot Summer Deals 35% OFF
walkways
Arborvitae, Yews
Blue Spruce
paver driveways
Hardwood Mulch
and so much more.
9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, VA
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
FREE W/MIN PURCHASE

3 cu. ft. ...$2.99
50% OFF

CravensNursery.com
2 miles west of I-495
on Rt. 50(Vienna Metro)

Boxed Roses
FREE BUTTERFLY BUSHES
BUY 1, GET 3 FREE

703-573-5025

Open 9-6 7 Days

THE CARLIN
The Best in Senior Living
Starting at 55 years
Offering

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rents Starting at $950
All Utilities Included
And Just Two Blocks from Ballston Metro
Frost-Free Refrigerator
Underground Garage Parking
Spacious Kitchens and Bathrooms
Wellness Programs
Full-Time Social Services Coordinator
Prices are Subject to Change

703-243-4300
Call Today
4300 N. Carlin Springs Road, Arlington, VA 22203
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Gartlan Funeral: Overflow Crowd, Heartfelt Tributes
The man and public
servant, is honored
for his character.
By Chuck Hagee
Gazette

here is a saying, “Eagles
don’t flock. You have to
find them one at a time.”
That may be true. But,
eagles can draw a flock to them. Particularly if he is a natural born leader.
That was proven beyond a shadow
of a doubt last Wednesday afternoon,
July 23, at Good Shepherd Catholic
Church in Mount Vernon District when
an overflow crowd packed the main
church and an adjoining room to pay
their last respects to former State
Senator Joseph V. Gartlan, Jr. It was
truly a gathering of eagles, as well as
everyday citizens. With the latter being at the heart of his 28 years of public service in the Virginia State Senate.
Gartlan died July 18 at Inova Mount
Vernon Hospital after a short illness.
He was 82.

T

“Joe loved his
Catholic faith and the
Democratic party.”
—Father Matthew Hillyard,
OSFS
The 90 minute Mass of Christian
Burial encompassed both a tribute to
his years of service as well as to the
life he lived and the standards he set,
for both himself and those who would
be his friends and those be befriended.
In the words of William Shakespeare,
describing the life and death of another Senator in his play Julius Caesar, “His life was gentle, and the elements so mixed in him that Nature
might stand up and say to all the
world, “This was a man.”
But Joseph Gartlan’s gentleness did
not impede a fiercely dedicated approach to accomplishing the goals he
felt would make the world a better
place, especially when it came to aiding those he viewed as inordinately
vulnerable and the environment. As
stated by Father Matthew Hillyard,
one of four participating priests, at the
outset of the service celebrating
Gartlan’s life, “Joe loved his Catholic
faith and the Democratic Party.”
The latter was attested to by the
presence of two former Virginia governors, past and present cabinet
members, State and local legislators,

and various representatives of the Democrat establishment. The former
was evidenced by the service itself.
Father Hillyard also
noted that he was surprised
to see the Gartlan family
seated on the right side of
the church. “They always
sit on the left side, as would
be expected of such a devout Democratic family,”
Hillyard stated to the
crowd’s enjoyment.
“Our presence here is a
small token of our support
for the family. Joseph
Gartlan fell in love and
stayed in love with all that
he championed — family
and causes. The Gospel
guided Joe’s entire life,”
Hillyard told the audience.
“Joe Gartlan’s life teaches
us that integrity and character are always a part of
both our public and private
lives. At the base of what
we do here today is Christian love. Love conquers
everything — even death,”
Hillyard said.
Those sentiments were Fredona Manderfield Gartlan (center), wife of former State Senator Joseph V. Gartlan,
echoed by former Virginia Jr., is aided by family members as she leaves Good Shepherd Catholic Church followGovernor Gerald L. Baliles ing the Mass of Christian Burial.
who described Gartlan as,
“A public servant, private man, and friend gained a very active and vocal new constitu- for them. He thanked all those in attenof many. His insistence on goals often ent.”
dance and those who could not be present
prompted me to refer to him as Saint Joe
Citing Gartlan’s participation on the Citi- for all “their support and outpouring of
The Gartlan. He never found an adequate zens Alliance Rescue Effort, CARE, created love.”
substitute for public service.”
to preserve and enhance Inova Mount
“The family feels extremely fortunate to
Referencing Gartlan’s influence and pow- Vernon Hospital when it was rumored that have had Joe for all these years. As his one
ers of persuasion, Baliles noted that those Inova Health System planned to close it, granddaughter described him, “he was awecharacteristics sprang from his “keen intel- Hyland noted the irony of the timing of some,” Father McCoart said.
lect that exerted power far beyond” his 36th Gartlan’s death. On the night that IHS rep“His life was exceedingly well lived. And,
Senatorial District. “I appreciated most of resentatives met with CARE’s off spring, the good or bad you always knew where Joe
all his integrity and commitment,” Baliles Southeast Health Planning Task Force, July Gartlan stood and where you stood with
said.
16, to guarantee the hospital’s future, him,” he said.
“Joe Gartlan’s genetic code was a man of Gartlan was unexpectedly absent. UnbePrior to the presentation by Baliles and
many personal drives. His first rule was be knownst to his fellow Task Force members Hyland, several of the Gartlan children and
a legislator of unbending principles. The he was a patient in that very hospital a short grandchildren read passages of scripture
first of which was remain flexible at all walk from the Mount Vernon Government and lead prayers for many causes champitimes,” according to Baliles and drawing Center meeting site.
oned by Senator Gartlan throughout his life
more laughter.
“Joe’s service on the Task Force was a — both as a practicing attorney and as a
“He believed strongly that we are all stew- major factor in our success. Preserving public servant.
ards of this earth. None of his efforts were Inova Mount Vernon Hospital was the last
Following the service, a large funeral promore significant than those on behalf of victory he achieved,” Hyland said.
cession, led by a phalanx of Fairfax County
mental health,” Baliles said.
Hyland had established a special web site Motorcycle Police, accompanied his body to
He was followed to the podium by Mount for people to send their remembrances of Mount Comfort Cemetery on South Kings
Vernon District Supervisor Gerald Hyland Gartlan. He read a number of them to the Highway where it was interred. Following
who recalled that his first encounter with audience including one from State Senator the burial the family held a reception at the
Gartlan was as a young lawyer who faced Linda T. “Toddy” Puller who succeeded Belle Haven Country Club.
off against the very accomplished late Sena- Gartlan in representing the 36th Senatorial
In addition to his wife of 58 years,
tor while arguing a case in a Loudoun District.
Fredona Manderfield Gartlan, Senator
County Court room years ago. “That was
In closing Hyland thanked the Gartlan Gartlan is survived by four sons and two
something I will never forget,” he said.
family for “sharing Joe with all the people.” daughters plus seven grandchildren. In lieu
Speaking of Gartlan’s involvement in a He assured them, “We love him. We miss of flowers, memorial contributions may be
myriad of local causes following his retire- him. But, we will never forget him.”
made to New Hope Housing, 8407 E. Richment in 2000 from the Virginia Senate,
When it came time for the family re- mond Highway, Alexandria, VA 22309 or
Hyland acknowledged, “Joe never really sponse, Father Charles McCoart, Jr., pas- United Community Ministries (UCM), 7511
retired. When he came to Mason Neck I tor, Good Shepherd Catholic Church, spoke Fordson Road, Alexandria, VA 22306.
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Moran Discusses Nation’s Debt
Residents say they
are concerned about
a “debtors culture.”
By Julia O’Donoghue
Gazette

lexandria resident Marilyn
Schimpf has concerns about the
United States economy.
Americans and the federal
government need to stop sending money
overseas. Elected officials also need to find
a way to reduce health care costs, she said.
“If you don’t curtail medical costs, the
[country’s] debt is going to continue to
grow,” said Schimpf.
Her sentiments echoed those of many
people in the crowd attending U.S. Rep. Jim
Moran’s town hall entitled “An Economy on
the Brink: A Legacy of Debt, Its Impact on
Our Children, and How We Can Break the
Cycle,” at T.C. Williams High School July
28.
Several people said Americans have to
change their mindset when it comes to consumption and saving.
“People have got to get interested in doing something. The crunch is coming soon,”

A
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said Don Mela, another City of
Alexandria resident.
MORAN (D-8) agrees with
Mela, Schimpf and other residents critical of the federal
government and Americans
personal spending habits.
“The United States has 4.5
percent of the world’s population and consumes 26 percent of the world’s resources.
China has 20 percent of the
world’s population and consumes two percent of the
world’s resources,” he said.
The congressman invited
David Walker, former U.S.
Comptroller General and head of the Government Accountability Office, to speak
about the impact of the federal
government’s growing debt on the future.
Walker is president of the Peter G. Peterson
Foundation, a nonpartisan organization
dedicated to addressing financial problems
that could threaten the United States well
being, he said.
Since March, Walker has traveled to 40
cities and over half of the states educating
people on what he believes is the possibility of American financial meltdown. He promoted a new documentary about the

Walker said the Medicare
program would start to run
deficits this year and projects
its trust fund will go entirely dry
by 2019.
“In 11 years, Medicare will
not be able to pay for its benefits. … I want you to think
about what you were doing 11
years ago. I remember what I
was doing and it wasn’t that
long ago,” said Walker.
Fewer businesses are offering
health care and those that do
have cut back on other kinds of
benefits because of the rising
cost of insuring employees, said
Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette the expert. He advocates that
country’s fiscal situation called “I.O.U.S.A.,” the government develops over time a unithat will be released locally in August.
versal health care plan that covers “basic
and essential health care costs.”
WITHOUT A DOUBT, Walker said the
He added: “We are the only country on
largest threat to the United States economic earth that has no budget for health care.”
stability is rising health care costs.
Walker also advocates a ban or severe
“This is the thing that could bankrupt restrictions on prescription drug advertiseAmerica. Health care costs,” said Walker. ments. The federal government is already
The growth of Social Security is only a mi- buying prescription drugs at higher price
nor problem by comparison and, even if the for some of its health care programs because
United States pulled out of Iraq entirely of companies’ advertising programs.
tomorrow, it would only reduce the United
“We are paying for prescription drugs and
States financial problem by about five per- we know some of the cost is attributable to
cent, said Walker.
advertising,” said Moran.
U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8)
and former U.S. Comptroller General David Walker
spoke about the federal
government’s ballooning
debt July 28.
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Letters to the Editor
Vote for Integrity
In church on Sunday we heard a wonderful sermon. The priest was trying to get
us to share our gifts from God and recognize those in others. He used the example
that it took him a long time, when people
complimented him on his singing, to respond by saying “thank you” and to think
of it as a gift that God gave him that he
now chooses to share with others. He said
it with such humility.
Perhaps the humblest man I know is Marc
Williams and his “gift” to share is his integrity. I believe he got an abundance of this
quality.
As voters we look to candidates who are
earnest and honest. If voters took time to
get to know Marc Williams before the Aug.
12 School Board Election, there would be
less deliberation because he has what I believe is the number one quality we should
all be looking for in our next school board
member – integrity.
Amy Beal
Alexandria

Supporting
John Leary
To the Editor:
I congratulate all the candidates for seeking office in the Aug. 12 Special Election
for School Board in District B. It takes great
courage to endure the rigor of a campaign
for public office. I support John Leary’s bid
for this seat, and would like to share some
reasons why he is the right choice for the
School Board.
John manages multi-million dollar project
budgets as vice president at an international
public affairs consulting firm. He possesses
the skill and experience to look critically at
the Alexandria City Public Schools budget,
knowing that every dollar of spending must
be efficient and effective. He supports datadriven decision making to cut out programs
that don’t meet this standard, and to enhance programs that do. It is a challenging
task for which he is well prepared.
John has helped clients successfully integrate cutting edge technologies within strict
budget confines. John understands that
technology can positively transform the
educational experience of our students, but
only if it is introduced smartly and cost-effectively.
At the city and schools levels, advisory
boards are where residents and other stakeholders work shoulder to shoulder with
elected officials and senior staff members to
achieve well-informed consensus on issues. I

am honored to serve on a City advisory board,
and in that role I have seen what it takes to
move good policy forward in Alexandria.
I am impressed that John served on the
School Board’s School Health Advisory
Committee and participated in that process.
As current PTA president elect at Maury
Elementary and father of one son at Maury
with two soon to follow, John’s continuing
commitment to our schools is evident.
John has the right combination of professional and civic experience to move ACPS
forward. Please vote for John Leary for
School Board on Aug. 12.
Raighne C. Delaney
Chairman
Alexandria Community Criminal Justice
Board,
City of Alexandria
The views expressed are my own

Vote for John Leary
To the Editor:
Residents of school district B have a rare
opportunity to help our recent beleaguered
school board move forward. With the resignation of Claire Eberwein, a vacancy has
occurred on the board, which will be filled
in a special election on Aug. 12. One of the
candidates is John Leary. His candidacy
merits attention.
John is lifelong Alexandrian, a product
of our public schools through T.C., the father of three boys starting their education
in our city’s schools, and the husband of a
teacher who is herself heavily invested in
our schools. In the face of the recent turmoil associated with school board decisions
over the past year, John emerged as a calm,
deliberate and effective spokesperson for
fairness, due process, and transparency in
decision-making and public accountability.
His approach to problem - solving is cooperative and collegial. He is smart, knowledgeable, and deeply committed to our
public schools. Residents of district B owe
it to themselves (and to the whole city) to
assess his credentials, as well as those of
any other candidates, with care before voting next month. And they should vote!
Victor M. Glasberg

Taylor Support
Schools
To the Editor:
We read with dismay the letter to the
Editor dated July 17 th written by Jack
Sullivan. We feel that his disparaging comments concerning Jack Taylor’s support of

Alexandria

Gazette Packet

John Leary for the Alexandria School Board
were unjustified.
It is our personal experience that Mr. Taylor has been a strong proponent of the Alexandria City Public Schools. Although he
does have “deep pockets,” his generosity
greatly benefits the Alexandria community.
He consistently gives generously to innumerable charitable causes, including the
Alexandria Scholarship Fund and to each
and every Alexandria school PTA.
Mr. Taylor has nothing personal to gain
from who is on the School Board. We should
be praising those who get involved in our
community rather than criticizing them for
making a commitment.
A group of Douglas MacArthur Elementary School parents, past and present:
Lillian York
Michele Brandon
Mary Kelly
Bernadette Cala
Becky Siegel
Seana Gallagher

Unanswered
Questions on
Landmark
To the Editor:
I read with great interest the Alexandria
Gazette’s July 24, 2008 article regarding the
recent presentation by retail consultant,
Robert Gibbs, to the Landmark Mall/Van
Dorn Advisory Group. I attended this meeting and fully agree that Mr. Gibbs gave a
very fine report of the retail potential for
the redevelopment of Landmark Mall and
the adjacent Van Dorn corridor. However,
while this was undoubtedly the best presentation this forum has heard, it left many
unanswered questions. This was not the
fault of Mr. Gibbs. He was not attempting
to be exhaustive. However, to date the Landmark Mall/Van Dorn meetings have not
answered numerous questions that must be
resolved before the development is undertaken, including the following:
❖ What will make the Landmark Mall/
Van Dorn re-development a truly unique
destination and thus worthy of consideration by shoppers that now patronize Tysons
Corner and Pentagon City?
❖ What traffic impact will the proposed
development have on the surrounding
neighborhoods?
❖ What impact will the increased traffic
have on residents seeking to use the Van
Dorn Metro Station?
❖ What costs will the City of Alexandria
have to incur over the development period

for transportation and infrastructure and
how will these costs compare with the projected increase in tax revenues from the development of Landmark Mall and Van Dorn?
❖ When will the Landmark Mall/Van Dorn
redevelopment be substantially completed?
There have been reports that this development could take up to 20 years. What is to
prevent the first parts of the development
from being largely passe by the time the last
segments have been completed?
Charles Schwidde
Alexandria

Trains at Cameron
Station First
If you’re going to continually publish articles and pictures to fan the flames of industrial hysteria in Alexandria, then you
should at least learn your rail cars. The cars
pictured in the July 24 photo of the Norfolk Southern transloading facility are hopper cars used to haul coal, not tank cars
used for ethanol, and so they cannot possibly be “loaded with highly flammable ethanol” as the photo caption states. Yet, erroneously captioned as it was, the photo illustrated the real problem in this City.
Norfolk Southern and its predecessor
Southern Railway were there long before
the Cameron Station townhomes. Similarly
Virginia Paving and Mirant. How many
more millions of dollars of tax payers’
money will this city use to try to banish all
industrial facilities from within the city limits? And how long will the Gazette play
lapdog to the City Council in this quest?
Somehow I think the industrio-phobes on
our City Council care less about real or
imagined health and safety hazards than
they do about their cozy relationship with
developers. When new homes happen to
bump up against legitimate, existing industries operating within proper limits, suddenly it’s the industries that need to be run
out on a rail. Rather, is not the real issue
here the fact that uppity yuppies can now
see smokestacks through their plantation
shutters? I’ve lived in the city for more than
25 years, and it’s only in the years since
North Old Town was developed that the
Potomac River power plant (Mirant) became an issue; and now we see other industries in proximity of newer developments coming under attack.
It seems to me that industry is not the
villain here — railroads, power stations and
other industrial sites provide us with jobs
and our high standard of living. What we
See Letters, Page 13
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Letters

Running for School Board
by Marc Williams
n August 12, the voters of Alexandria’s
District B will be selecting a new school
board member to fill a vacant seat. This
will be an important election, and I am
running for this office because I want to continue to
serve the Alexandria community as an advocate for
children.

O

I believe that I can make a difference. My
wife, Nancy, and I have three children – Jack, Ford,
and Bridget— attending Minnie Howard 9th Grade
Center, George Washington Middle School, and
George Mason Elementary School, respectively. Our
children have very different learning styles as well
as different educational needs. Each night at the dinner table, I gain tremendous insights about what’s
wrong—as well as what’s right—about our schools.
For the past few years, I’ve worked behind the scenes
to provide all students with an opportunity for more
rigorous curriculum. My proudest, most recent accomplishment was leading the community effort to
work with the board to create open enrollment honors classes in middle school.
After graduating from the University of Virginia
School of Law in 1989 I went into private practice. I
joined IBM Corporation 11 years ago andºserved as
IBM’ U.S.national/homeland securityºcounsel forº8
years.ºCurrently, I am part of IBM’s Governmental
Programs group, where I am responsible for IBM’s
global intellectual property policy. My work at IBM
has given me skills that will be very valuable for ser-

vice on the school board. In particular, the emphasis at IBM is on collaborating and building consensus to achieve results.
As a part of theseºpersonal and professional
experiences,ºI have a track record of building consensus and working collaboratively toward a common goal – abilities critical to this important
position.ºAs an Alexandria City Public Schools
(ACPS) parent, I have the perspective, desire and
willingness to work for the benefit, the education
and the growth of all of our children. Because of my
involvement and familiarity with the issues facing
the school board, I can step into the vacant position
and make a contribution right away.
I believe that this is truly a promising
and critical moment for ACPS. The success
of our children and our school system affects all
aspects of our lives as Alexandrians, whether you
are a parent, a grandparent, or a concerned
citizen.ºWe have a new superintendent, Dr. Morton
Sherman, who aspires for Alexandria to lead the
nation in public education; a beautiful, high-tech
and environmentally-friendly high school; and
positive momentum from improvements, such as
open enrollment honors classes for middle-school
language arts and social studies, that have been
implemented within the past year. We must
seizeºthis opportunity for all of us (students, teachers, administrators,ºthe schoolºboardºand the community) to work together toºbelieve in every child
See Running, Page 24

1-866-579-8009

Your Home…Your Neighborhood…
Your Newspaper

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Alexandria Gazette Packet ❖ July 31 - August 6, 2008 ❖ 9

Living Legend

The Partnership

Living Legend
The Bergheims are the first of 12
Living Legends whose lives will be
chronicled in the Alexandria Gazette
Packet this year. They are being chosen from your nominations of individuals who have made significant
contributions to the quality of life in
Alexandria. Living Legends of Alexandria is an ongoing project supported
this year by the Alexandria Commission for the Arts, the Rotary Club of
Alexandria, and the Alexandria Gazette Packet. Nina Tisara is project
director.

Mel and Donna
Bergheim are a force
that is greater than
the sum of its parts.
By Michael Lee Pope
Gazette Packet

lexandria was literally in
flames when Mel and
Donna Bergheim stepped
onto the public stage in
1970. A series of race riots were
sweeping through the city that spring,
and violence became so commonplace
that the front page of the June 5 Alexandria Gazette reported “No
Firebombing Last Night.” Meanwhile,
the Bergheims were part of a progressive new generation of city leaders
who hoped to advance the cause of
civil rights and edge out the old conservative Byrd machine leaders who
had dominated city politics for generations.
In the midst of the race riots, Mel
Bergheim won election to the City
Council and launched a career of civic
life promoting civil rights and neighborhood protection. Donna Bergheim
made a name for herself promoting
the arts and played
a critical role in the
development of
MetroStage. As a
team,
the
Bergheims have become part of the
political gauntlet
that potential candidates must navigate through in order to gain office in
Alexandria.
“I’ve never been
grilled like I was by
the Bergheims,” admitted Sheriff Dana
Lawhorne, recalling his visit to their
living room during
his 2005 campaign.
“They really made
—Ferdinand Day me work to get
their
endorsement.”
Individually, Mel and Donna
Bergheim have each achieved a series
of accomplishments far too numerous
to list here. Yet as a team their union
is a force stronger than the sum of its
parts. Together, they are known in
Alexandria as royalty of sorts — a distinction informed by a lifetime of service to the community and commitment to their ideals. Their reputation
has been carefully crafted over the
decades as a force for change when

“Mel and
Donna
Bergheim
were at the
forefront of
the
movement
to make
Alexandria
what it is
today.”

Photo by Nina Tisara/Tisara Photography

A

Mel and Donna Bergheim at home on their balcony.
needed and preservation when required.
“Mel and Donna Bergheim were at the
forefront of the movement to make Alexandria what it is today,” said former School
Board Chairman Ferdinand Day, one of the
city’s premiere civil rights leaders. “They
formed a team that was instrumental in
breaking the grip that the Byrd machine had
here in Alexandria.”
THEY MET IN 1957 at a cocktail party in
Northwest Washington. He was a former
journalist from Massachusetts who had recently taken a position as project director
for a nonprofit organization known as the
Governmental Affairs Institute. She was an
academic from Arizona with a doctorate in
English who became one of the first three
women selected to train for the Foreign
Service Information Corps. They had a
mutual friend, the editor of a newspaper in
Rangoon.
“I kept waiting for him to ask me out,”
she said, recalling the cocktail party where
they first met. “But he didn’t.”
A few months later, she saw him again at
the Voice of America building, where she
was special assistant for congressional relations. He was escorting an Indian journalist to the building, and the two struck
up a friendship. She waited 45 minutes in
the lobby to make sure he saw her on the
way out of the building. It worked; he asked
her out. They began a two-year courtship,
marrying each other in 1959. The next year
they moved to the Dowden Terrace in Alexandria.
She joined the garden club. He became
president of the civic association and eventually founded the Alexandria Federation
of Civic Associations in 1964. She took
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charge of raising four children as he increasingly became active in the city’s political
circles, launching an unsuccessful campaign
for City Council in 1967. When Donna became pregnant with their fourth child, the
Bergheims realized they needed more space
than their Downden Terrace home would
allow. So they moved to Maury Lane in
Seminary Hill — right next door to Mayor
Charles Beatley.
“Everybody thought I was pulling a Nixon
by moving next door to the mayor to advance my political career,” he said. “Even
the mayor thought that.”
BY 1970, BERGHEIM was ready to
launch a second attempt for City Council.
But a May 29 shooting at the 7-Eleven in
Arlandria initiated a solid week of
firebombings and riots. Mel Bergheim responded to the events by updating the
newspaper advertisement that appeared in
the pages of the Alexandria Gazette. Days
after the violence began, Bergheim had a
new ad that proclaimed he was “an expert
on the prevention and control of civil disorders.”
He won the election and began a six-year
stint on the City Council, where he quickly
made a name for himself as a champion of
protecting existing neighborhoods against
developers and encouraging integration of
official city functions such as the annual
George Washington parade. He fought
against air pollution; worked to provide
health care for the poor; initiated soil management controls and established an adolescent health clinic that continues to this
day. He worked for noise abatement and
the acquisition of Dora Kelly Nature Park.
When Wiley Mitchell was elected to the Vir-

ginia Senate, he was voted vice mayor.
By 1976, Bergheim was ready to run for
mayor. Beatley announced his retirement
from public life, and Bergheim seized the
Democratic nomination. There was only one
man standing in the way: Housing and Urban Development lawyer Melvin Miller, who
was running an independent campaign.
Because Miller was an African-American
candidate, those who supported civil rights
split their votes between the two, allowing
former Mayor Frank Mann to return to City
Hall as an independent.
“Melvin Miller’s candidacy certainly split
a good bit of black support,” said Marian
Van Landingham, who was then the founding director of the Torpedo Factory art center. “I think Mel Bergheim would have been
an enlightened mayor, certainly a better
mayor than Frank Mann.”
THE LOSS WAS a mixed blessing, allowing Mel Bergheim to spend more time with
daughters who had taken to calling their
father “that man.” After returning to private life, the Bergheim partnership flourished into its modern incarnation at the
head of the city’s civic life as emeritus leaders with established credentials and long
memories. He became a columnist for the
Alexandria Gazette Packet and she took a
position on the Virginia Commission for the
Arts. When the MetroStage was looking for
a new home, the Bergheims used their 40th
anniversary party to solicit donations for a
new home. After an old lumber warehouse
was transformed into a playhouse in 2001,
MetroStage named the theater after Donna
Bergheim.
“We are honored to have her name above
the door,” said Carolyn Griffin, artistic director at MetroStage. “Both of the
Bergheims have been very good friends of
the arts — and of the city.”
Their teamwork over the years has
achieved a wide range of accomplishments,
everything from establishing non-smoking
areas in city restaurants to preventing the
Old Town Theatre from becoming a restaurant. When asked for their secret of their
long-term romance and partnership, each
deflected attention toward their spouse as
if to underscore the yin-yang nature of their
relationship.
“I couldn’t have done what I’ve done without Donna,” he said.
“It’s very simple,” she said. “I’m in love
with him.”
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Letters
From Page 8
need is more prudent zoning to
permit these necessary parts of developed life to continue to operate without being challenged by
homeowners whose homes should
not have been built so close by to
begin with.
Steven Young
Alexandria
Editor’s Note: The photo was
taken to illustrate the proximity of
the tracks to the homes. While the
trains and tracks were there first,
the transloading station is new.

Metro Under
Stress
To the Editor:
With gas prices over $4 a gallon, many people are looking to
public transit to meet the region’s
future transportation needs. Unfortunately, increased expectations
do not always lead to increased
funding. Our region’s Metro Bus
and Metro Rail systems are under
stress and running near capacity.
With Metro ridership surging, I
question Metro’s ability to respond
to even minor disruptions in service. Take my experience on Metro
Bus last Saturday as an example:
I exited the Pentagon Metro Station at around 11:15 a.m. Saturday,
July 19 to board the 11:26 a.m. 10A
bus to Hunting Towers. When the
bus arrived, a Metro field employee
approached the bus before any of
the waiting passengers could board
and told the driver that the bus was
being diverted to provide shuttle
service to passengers stranded at
Ballston station because it had to
be temporarily closed due to a train
malfunction. The Metro field employee announced to me and the
other waiting passengers that the
11:26 a.m. departure was being
cancelled and that the next bus
would leave at 11:56 a.m.
This was not an appropriate solution to the problem at Ballston.
First, Metro had no way to communicate the cancelation of this bus
to passengers waiting at the many
stops along the route, and this diversion also prevented the bus from
making its next scheduled return
trip from Hunting Towers. The bus
that was diverted would require at
least 20 minutes to travel from the
Pentagon to Ballston Station and
would be able carry at most 55 passengers, when hundreds of people
were stranded. Since Metro has a
bus yard in the Ballston area that
doesn’t operate on weekends, it
would have made much more sense
to open up that yard and use the
empty buses there to provide
shuttle service. Additionally, Metro
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

was running Blue and Yellow line
trains between Pentagon City and
Braddock Road once every 36 minutes because of scheduled track
maintenance, so passengers left
stranded by this bus diversion did
not have the option of riding the
train farther south to catch a bus in
the opposite direction.
Metro’s response to the problem
at Ballston caused major delays on
bus routes where problems did not
before exist and was a poor solution to the underlying rail service

YOU WANT QUALITY SERVICE
FROM A LOCAL AGENT

problem. I depend on Metro service because I choose not to own
a car. I want our region to have a
reliable, flourishing public transportation network. Without a combination of better oversight and
management, full funding commitments by all regional jurisdictions, and a willingness of citizens
to pay into the system, the future
of Metro looks bleak.
Kim Herter
Alexandria

Chris Umbel
State Farm Agent

703-751-4404
We are open on Saturdays!
Hablamos Español
Visit Us at www.novainsure.com

Auto • Home • Business • Life • Health
State Farm

Home Office Bloomington, IL State Farm.com

Trusted Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.
Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile Magazine
& TMJ News-n-Views

Michael B. Rogers, DDS
Dennis J. Holly, DMD

Testimonials

4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDental.com

Cosmetic Dental Services:

Unique Dental Services:

• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• Dental Sleep Appliance

• In Office Whitening

• Computer Preview of New Smile

• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually painless anesthesia

• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage the
patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for surgery. I regard him
as one of the premier dentists in the non-surgical management of TMJ
Disorders.” —Dr. Joseph Arzadon
“Very professional environment, excellent level of service, up-to-date
dental technology.” — Anne
“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my concerns
seriously.” — Mary
“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop relationships with
your patients.” — Kim
“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat your patients
with respect and courtesy in a way that is extremely rare.” — Nancy
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Community

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette

Councilmembers Justin Wilson and Tim Lovain join residents and their children for
the ribbon cutting ceremony.

Goat Hill Park Completed
Children scramble, slide, climb, bounce and spin at the
new park.

Monday evening, dozens of children and their parents arrived at the newly completed playground at 35
Kennedy St. in Warwick Village. The hill was revamped with new equipment, a new ground surface, benches
and tables. The work was carried out by Judy Lo and Roger Blakeley of the Alexandria Recreation and Parks
Department.

It costs you no more

to buy the BEST

Summer Sale
Dulles

Arlington
4748 Lee Highway

23430 Rock Haven Way #130

703-524-7275

703-661-3999

w w w. p a r k c a r p e t . c o m

Prefinished Flooring
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Festivals

Culture Awareness

The African American Festival was held last
Saturday.

Cheick Diabate with her West African music and dance
troupe.

atio
ecre
R
y
a
s
R am
lliam
i
W
e
m th
s fro
r
e
c
Dan

Emcee Glenn Harris, News Channel 8 Sportstalk and
Emanuel McCrae, Omega Psi Psi Fraternity photographer.
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Students
from the
Hopkins
House
prepare to
go on
stage.

Miss Sierra
Leone DC,
Janet
Baindu
Lagah-Bona
sings “The
Greatest
Love of All.”

Photos by Louise
Krafft/Gazette
Packet
Myra Addison,
Loretta Ford
and Rozina
Brent.
Assou Diabate
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Neighborhoods
Seminary Valley
CANDIDATE INFORAMTION
Looking for more information
from and about the candidates for
School Board District B? As you
remember, the election for this
seat is set for Aug. 12. Alexandria’s
PTA Council is hosting a candidate
forum on Thursday, July 31 at 7
p.m. at T.C. Williams High School.
If you can’t make the forum, the
candidates will be at the annual
Neighborhood Night Out at Polk
Elementary School Playground on
the evening of Monday, Aug. 4.
Candidates include Marc Williams,
Ellyn Simons, Bernie Schultz and
John Leary. They are vying for the
seat vacated by former School
Board Chair Claire Eberwein.
GIFT CARDS
The Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria (AWLA), just down the
bike path from our neighborhood,
is peddling Macy’s shopping pass
discount cards for $5 each with a
chance for a $500 Macy’s gift card.
Neighbor Sandy Yamamoto
(alan.yamamoto@verizon.net) is
happy to get the cards to you. If
you’re curious about AWLA and
want to learn more, please visit the
group’s
Web
site
at
www.alexandriaanimals.org.

STUDENT GOING TO JAPAN
A local T.C. Williams student is
about to start of on a big adventure. Kyle Stephenson, a rising
sophomore, is headed to Japan for
two weeks with the People To
People foreign exchange program.
Kyle, who attended Polk Elementary and Hammond Middle
Schools, is going to Kyoto and
Hiroshima and plans to climb Mt.
Fuji as well. He anticipates that the
time zone difference and the new
types of food will be his biggest
challenges. We look forward to
recounting his adventures in a future column.
THEATER KUDOS
Congratulations to our local
teens and adults who put on a
great performance of “42nd Street”
at Bishop Ireton this past weekend.
West End cast members included
Meg Glassco and Peter Curtin; the
pit band included Mark and Jane
Chopko, Katie Jones, James
Scullen, Mia Jones, Tim Lutz and
John Fargo; and Sam Jones was
part of the technical crew. Seminary Valley’s own Mark Desmarais
took his last turn as production
manager, and Andrew Curtin directed. The show was a joint production of Blessed Sacrament and
St. Bernadette’s Catholic Church.

BIBLE CAMP
In other church news, the
Valley’s own Free Methodist
Church, located on Polk Avenue,
is following up its summer Bible
Camp with “KidShine”, a performing arts camp, from Aug. 4-8. Go
to www.alexandriafmc.org for
more information.
YARD SALE
As those dog days of August start
to drag on, don’t forget that the
contents of your basement, attic
and closets are begging to be
turned into gas money. The annual
Mile-Long Yard Sale is set for Saturday, Sept. 20, from 8:30 a.m. 2 p.m. For more information,
please contact Desiree Jessimy at
jessimyd@comcast.net or Armi
Mack at armi.mack@bsvca.net.
Volunteers are always needed to
make this annual event a success.
Mia Jones

Old Town
AMERICA’S HIGHWAY OR
EYESORE? - It’s known in many
quarters as “America’s Highway.”
I’m talking about that glorious
See Old Town, Page 30

VOTE ELYNN SIMONS
for SCHOOL BOARD

Photo
Galleries

ELYNN SIMONS is the ONLY candidate
who knows our schools at ALL levels K-12.
ELYNN SIMONS is the ONLY candidate
who has taught in our schools.
ELYNN SIMONS is the ONLY candidate
who has run her own Alexandria-based
tutoring service for the past 18 years.
ELYNN SIMONS is the ONLY candidate
who has a Master’s Degree in Conflict
Management…she is the consensus builder.
ELYNN SIMONS knows our students…our
teachers…our community.

ELYNN SIMONS, the
ONLY one to vote
for School Board
August 12th
Strong Schools = Strong Communities

www.simonsforschoolboard.com
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“I value honesty, integrity and commitment. My decisions
for Alexandria City Public Schools will be based on what
is best for our school system as a whole. This means
looking at issues from all sides, making a decision and
then holding all of us – board members, administrators,
teachers, parents and students – accountable.”
“My proudest, most recent accomplishment has been our
achievement of getting open enrollment honors in the middle school to provide an opportunity to all students for a
more rigorous curriculum.”

I Would Appreciate Your Vote On August 12.
www.marcwilliamsforschoolboard.com

Now!
1,000s
of pictures
of sports,
graduations,
current
events
and
more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evaluation, available for
prints.
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Community

Dugout Reporting
text by Baptist Temple Team Manager
Paul Wilson
ast Thursday the Alexandria Churches Softball season was completed. First Baptist #2
came in first followed by Immanuel
Lutheran and Alexandria Presbyterian #1.
The final game was between Baptist Temple and First
Baptist Church at Four Mile Run field. After 100 years
Baptist Temple Church has changed its name to Commonwealth Baptist Church, 700 Commonwealth Ave.

L

Gayle Reuter watches from
the dugout as young fan
Noah Ray “smells the
game.”

Terry Riegel gasps in
horror as Matt Anderson
strikes out in extra
innings with the bases
loaded to lose the game.
The pastor’s wife Toni
Boswell started at short stop
all season beating out all
men on the team. Manager
Paul Wilson checks the line
up praying Matt Anderson
will make it up with the
bases loaded.

16-Week Ultimate
Body Transformation
48

Local Smith Barney Financial Advisor,
Keith Burner, goes from seasonal softball
to Fitness Enthusiast. He’s gaining lean
Muscle and Strength while
10% off
Losing Inches and Body Fat.

Mid-day
workouts

Keith says:
“If you are serious about your
health, this is the place to be.”

Photos by
Louise
Krafft/
Gazette
Packet

Joe Bullman
starts off the
batting in the
first inning.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

300 North Washington St.
Suite 106
Alexandria, VA
703-683-0777
www.ftalexandria.com

Now hiring Full and Part Time Personal Trainers
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Sports

T.C. Names McKeag Athletic Director
Former South County
DSA to take over
Titans on Aug. 18.
Eric J. Gilmore
Gazette Packet

T

“I’ve always
admired T.C.
Williams. I
have a great
deal of
respect and
admiration
for the
school.”

McKAEG BEGAN his coaching career
at Western Albemarle High School,
where he was a health and physical
education teacher. As the school’s firstever boys basketball coach, McKaeg

McKAEG’s BASKETBALL background
was a draw for school officials, according
to Donley, who announced he would resign
after three years at T.C. Williams to pursue
a seat in the Virginia House of Delegates in
2009.
“He’s excited about coming here to T.C.,”
Donley, a former Alexandria mayor, said on
Tuesday. “He’s got an extensive basketball
background, I think that’s one of the reasons he was attractive. He comes with a
teaching, coaching as well as an administrative background. He can appreciate the
various perspectives when it comes to following the existing rules and regulations
that we follow.”
During the 2007-2008 season, former
head coach Ivan Thomas led the Titans to
their first boys basketball Virginia AAA state
championship in 31 years. Over the past
three years, T.C. has a 78-11 record, including a perfect 52-0 record within the Patriot
District.
Donley hired Julian King, a varsity assis-

22 ❖ Alexandria Gazette Packet ❖ July 31 - August 6, 2008

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/Gazette Packet

.C. Williams school officials hired Bob McKeag,
the former South County
Secondary Director of
Student Activities, to the vacant athletic director position on Tuesday.
McKeag replaces Kerry Donley, who
will conclude his three-year stint as
athletic director on July 31.
“I thought he stood out as an experienced, well-respected athletic administrator,” said T.C. Williams interim principal William Clendaniel.
“He built the facilities at South
County and in a
very short time, it
became the envy of
the Northern Region.”
McKeag
was
among three finalists who were interviewed by a panel
including Donley,
various coaches
and parents last
week. Clendaniel
eventually chose
— Bob McKeag, McKaeg between
T.C. Williams two finalists.
“I’ve always adathletic director mired T.C. Williams,” McKaeg said
on Tuesday. “I have a great deal of
respect and admiration for the school.
It was intriguing to me when the job
opened up. I decided it was something that I wanted to pursue.”
McKaeg mostly recently was at
South County — another Patriot District school — where he oversaw the
activities program since the school
opened three years ago. The Stallions’
baseball and softball programs have
each won two district titles, with the
baseball team achieving the state semifinals in the school’s second season.
“It’s been exhausting time wise, but
it’s always been extremely rewarding
to see it become reality,” McKaeg said.
“…I would certainly consider starting
the activities program at South
County to be one of the two biggest
achievements of my career.”

went 60-49 from 1977-1982.
It was at Western Albemarle when he met
many of his soon-to-become Fairfax County
colleagues, including current Westfield director of student activities Francis Dall,
Westfield assistant principal Brian Grainer,
Westfield football coach Tom Verbanic and
current Centreville principal Mike
Campbell.
“I’ve been blessed,” McKaeg said. “I’ve
worked in great schools with great people.
I’ve been surrounded by people that have
helped me do the things that I was doing at
any given time.”
In 1982, he was hired to overhaul the
Robinson boys basketball program, beginning his three-decade odyssey at five Fairfax
County schools. In the third year, McKaeg’s
Rams won the district and advanced to the
state championship in 1987, when Robinson
lost by 10 points to Alonzo Mourning’s Indian River squad.
McKaeg left Robinson after the 19881989 season, carrying with him a schoolrecord 98 victories.
“That was the culmination of a lot of hard
work over five years to turn a basketball
program around,” McKaeg said, citing one
of his two proudest career achievements.
He then spent time following his children,
the former Kylie McKaeg (now a teacher at
Westfield) and Matt McKaeg (recently hired
as the boys basketball coach at Varina in
Richmond) first at Lanier Middle School,
and then over six seasons at Chantilly,
where he was the head girls basketball
coach as well as a football and boys basketball assistant.
Bob McKaeg transferred to Westfield when
the school opened in 2000 to become the
school’s first-ever boys basketball coach, assistant director of student activities and
physical education chair. During five years,
he amassed a 59-37 record before retiring
from coaching in 2005 with a 217-154 career record, and a .585 winning percentage.

Bob McKaeg retired from coaching basketball in 2005 with a 217-154
career record, and a .585 winning percentage.
tant last season, as the new boys basketball
coach on July 2, just days after he appointed
new coaches for baseball and softball.
Donley also hired Jim Lewis, a 37-year
coaching veteran, who led the Titans to 22
straight wins, before faltering in the Northern Region playoffs because of a shoulder
injury to consensus All-American Tierra
Ruffin-Pratt.
“We also brought on some quality
coaches, and they all had the moment in
the sun. That’s been fun to see,” Donley said.
“But I think in the final analysis, it’s a joy
working with the kids here who don’t win
all the time, but try real hard. They represent the school in exemplary fashion.”

McKaeg alliterated to the personnel that
he inherits, as well as the new facilities,
which include a state-of-the-art artificial turf
football field, track and gymnasium in addition to new weight and wrestling rooms.
“I certainly don’t consider T.C. Williams
to be a situation that is broken and needs
to be fixed,” McKaeg said. “I plan to be an
observer initially — getting to know people
in the school and in the community. I’ve
always felt that if you take care of the little
things, the big things take care of themselves. I believe we have a strong tradition
and foundation for an excellent program at
T.C. Williams. I’m looking forward to carrying it on.”

A Titan-ic Timeline
Date
April 22, 2005
Feb. 14, 2006
Feb. 24, 2007
March 9, 2007
Aug. 23, 2007
Dec. 1, 2007
Jan. 18, 2008
Jan. 24, 2008
March 3, 2008
March 15, 2008
May 13, 2008
May 14, 2008
June 2, 2008
June 6, 2008
June 19, 2008
July 2, 2008
July 30, 2008

Event
Kerry Donley was hired as the T.C. Williams athletic director, replacing A.K. Johnson
Mel Riddile replaces the retired John Porter as T.C. Williams principal
The Titans boys basketball team, under Ivan Thomas wins its first of two
straight Northern Region titles
Dennis Randolph replaces Greg Sullivan as head football coach
Donley tabs Jim Lewis to replace George Porcha as varsity girls basketball coach
T.C. Williams dedicates court to NBA Hall of Famer Earl Lloyd while
hosting first annual Alexandria Tip-Off Classic
Rebecca Perry steps down as Alexandria School Board superintendent
Dr. Bill Symons is installed as Alexandria School Board interim superintendent
Titans boys basketball teams wins second consecutive Northern Region tournament
Boys basketball downs Bethel in Virginia AAA state championship to win
first title in 31 seasons
Gazette Packer reports Donley resigns athletic director position to run for
public office
Riddile announces he will leave T.C. Williams as the end of the school year
Alexandria School Board tabs Dr. Morton Sherman to be the ACPS superintendent
Ivan Thomas surprisingly resigns as varsity boys basketball coach because
his family moves to Williamsburg, Va.
William Clendaniel leaves Langley to become T.C. Williams interim
principal effective July 1
Julian King, a varsity boys assistant and former professional player, is
promoted to boys varsity head coach
Bob McKeag leaves his position as South County director of student
activities to become new T.C. Williams athletic director

—Eric J. Gilmore
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Wilson Plays in U.S.
Junior Amateur
Virginia downs
Carolinas team behind
strong local showings.
By Michael K. Bohn
Special to Gazette Packet

Photos Courtesy of Michael K. Bohn

orrest Wilson, an Alexandria
resident, played in the 2008
United States Junior Amateur Championship on July
21-26. While he didn’t make it into match
play, he certainly enjoyed himself.
“It was the greatest golf experience
of my life,” he said after returning
home from Shoal Creek Golf Club in
Birmingham, Ala.
“I thought I played pretty solid,” he
said, “but putting, my caddie, and the
course length were the biggest problems. I used one of Shoal Creek’s regular caddies and I took his advice on
the greens, which were fast. Looking
back, that was a mistake. I should
have trusted my own reads.”
The caddie arrived late with
Wilson’s clubs for second-round tee
time, costing the player an immediate two-stroke penalty. “He also
dropped a club in a hazard that day.
That was another two strokes. The
two penalties sort of threw me off.”
The USGA set up the course at a prolevel 7,251
yards for the
event, which
was open to
boys under
eighteen with
handicaps
6.4 and under. “It was a
— Forrest Wilson long, hard
course,” Wilson said. “I had to hit driver and 3wood into some of the par 4s. Worse,
the Bermuda grass rough was five or
six inches deep. It just grabbed the
ball.”
“I really learned a lot about championship golf, though,” Wilson acknowledged. “Also, I was amazed at
the talent of some of the players. A
lot of them already have sponsors and
get free equipment.” The atmosphere
and player perks impressed Wilson as
well—brand new Titleist ProV1s on
the practice range, private player
locker room, free Smoothies and food,
free housing in private homes. “It was
the real deal. I felt like a pro on the
PGA Tour.”
Forrest and his father Scott, a wealth
management advisor, drove to Alabama in time for the practice rounds.

F

“I really learned
a lot about
championship
golf”

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Alexandria’s Forrest Wilson, 16,
recently played in the national
junior golf championship.
His mother, Linda, and sister Elizabeth flew
down for Forrest’s two medal rounds. The
family lives in the Mount Vernon area of
Alexandria.
At a sectional qualifier at the Naval Academy golf course on June 17, Wilson earned
his way into the championship field. He shot
74-71-145 to tie for medalist honors, and
finished five strokes ahead of Brinson
Paolini, winner of the 2007 Virginia Junior
and 2008 Virginia Amateur.
Wilson played well during the 2007 high
school season last fall, but did not finish high
in district and region individual competition.
He credits his dramatically improved play
on maintaining a positive attitude on the
course, and two lessons with PGA professional Steve Bosdosh. One of Golf Magazine’s
top one hundred instructors in America,
Bosdosh schools many of the top area juniors at the Member’s Club at Four Streams
in Bealsville, Md. “Steve worked on my setup and posture, and also had me make my
swing plane more vertical.”
SIX NORTHERN VIRGINIA players contributed to the Commonwealth’s victory
over a combined North and South Carolina
golf team July 21-23 in Myrtle Beach, S.C.
Virginia won with a 55.5-43.5 margin at The
Dunes Golf and Beach Club. Springfield’s
Mimi Hoffman was the team’s playing captain during the three-round tournament.
Alexandria residents Linda DiVall (6.5
points) and Shelley Savage (6) paced the
local contingent in two four-ball rounds and
one of captain’s choice (scramble). Joan
Gardner (Alexandria), Susan Podolsky (Alexandria), and Kay Tyler (Springfield) also
contributed points.

Swimmers race in the 50 Meter Freestyle during the NVSL District meet
at Lee-Graham pool on July 26.

Only The Strong Survive
Local pools compete
at districts, ready for
all-stars meet.
he Northern Virginia Swim League
(NVSL) held their division championship meets on July 26, with
various Mount Vernon and Alexandriabased swimmers. qualifying for the upcoming all-star meet. The NVSL also hosted
divers from 47 teams in the league’s Division 8 championships, which included firstplace showings from divers at Mansion
House in Division 2, Hayfield Farm in Division 3, and Stratford Recreation Association
in Division 7.
Three swimmers set various NVSL records
— recorded over a 53-year period — at the
meets.
In the Division 10 Championships at
Mosby Woods, Janet Hu swam the 11-12
girls 100-meter individual medley
(1:07.81), breaking the former record of
1:07.93 set by Ashley Danner of Cottontail
in 2003. The record was Hu’s 13th NVSL
record.
In the Division 2 meet at Tuckahoe, Eva
Greene swam the 13-14 girls 50-meter backstroke in a new record time of 30.59. Greene
bettered the former record of 30.64 set in
2003 by Katy Hinkle of Donaldson Run. A
little while later at Tuckahoe, Sean Fletcher
swam the 15-18 boys 50-meter butterfly in
25.28 breaking his own record time of 25.49
that he established earlier this year on June
28th.
In the Division 9 Championships at
Walden Glen, Elizabeth Hall of Poplar Tree
swam the 15-18 girls 50-meter butterfly in
a time of 28.94, tying the record set by Mary
Quinn of Forest Hollow in 1984.
Locally, the Waynewood Dolphins sent six
teams to the recent All-Star Relays on July
16. The girls 8-and-under medley relay of
Abigail Grillo, Haleigh Hopper, Jenna Martin and Meaghan Corridon finished fourth,
as did the 8-and-under girls freestyle relay.
Nicole Alderman, Martin, Grillo and Hopper were included on the freestyle team.
The girls 13-14 medley relay, comprised

T

of Brittany Alderman, Samantha Clifford,
Reanna Dona, and Dale Lescher, also finished fourth (2:14.86).
IN THE NVSL diving meet, Mansion
House’s Jim Kuhn won the senior boys division title, while Kaylyn Krzmien (Senior
Girls), Ian Thompson and Luke Cochran
(freshmen boys) and Hailey Fisher (freshman girls) qualified for the upcoming allstar meet, which will be held on Aug. 3 at
the Dunn Loring Pool.
Divers competed in the following four age
groups, with freshmen (10-and-under) ,
juniors (11-12), intermediates (13-14) and
seniors (15-18).
In Division 4, Hayfield Farm’s Eliot
Barnhart (intermediate boys) was the lone
winner and automatic all-star qualifier.
Anise Muir (junior girls) and Kelly Kalkus
(intermediate girls) both finished in third
place and are all-star alternates.
In the Division 7 meet, Stratford’s Louis
Litchford set a new intermediate boys standard with a 129.95 score. Marina Endahl
(freshmen girls) and Colleen O’Hara (intermediate girls) both finished second in their
age categories and will head to Dunn
Loring, while Monica Thompson (freshmen
girls), Ian Thompson (junior boys) and
Jillian Kelly (intermediate girls) all finished
in third and are all-star alternates.
FORMER HOLLIN MEADOWS swimmer
Chad Chadbourn, a 2006 Mary Washington College graduate met Jenna Balkus, a
graduate of the College of William & Mary,
who swam for the Hiddenbrook Hurricanes
while both were serving for the Peace Corps.
So the NVSL alums spent three days
teaching children swimming techniques in
the small community of Buenos Aires, Costa
Rica. Chadbourn and Balkus recently organized a swim camp for 7-12 year-olds during the annual school vacation. With the
help of six Peace Corps volunteers, the
Northern Virginia natives taught basic
aquatic skills to 50-plus youth in the small
town, approximately six miles from Puerto
Limon and the Atlantic Ocean.
—Eric Gilmore
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Puppy Dog Tales

Puppy Raisers Share Their Experiences
By Daisy Mae Del Ray
Gazette Packet

J, a dainty black Lab, is Bruce
Hildebrand’s constant compan
ion. She is a graduate of Guiding
Eyes for the Blind, which is based
in Patterson, New York. Her life as a Guiding Eyes dog started with a Puppy Raiser. I
met Bruce and BJ because I saw an article
about Guiding Eyes for the Blind and I contacted them to find out more about their
Puppy Raiser Program. According to Linda
Damato who is the Guiding Eyes for the
Blind Regional Marketing Manager there
are 22 Puppy Raisers in our region and 3040 pups in training at any one time. There
are always more pups to raise than there
are Puppy Raisers. Linda told me, “We have
about 500 Puppy Raisers across all of the
40 regions located along the Eastern seaboard and without these amazing volunteers; we would not have guide dogs.”
Back to Bruce and BJ. When we had a
chance to sit and chat, Bruce told me that
he gives a thorough thumbs up for the puppies and the Guiding Eyes they become.
Bruce told me that the owners and the
Puppy Raisers are a team. He called it “the
love chain of Raisers to owners.” His life is
totally different with the aid of BJ. “It is
safer for me, I can move faster with BJ who
is very cautious in traffic”, he told me. “It is
la lot of work, with a lot of love. I don’t
take things for granted. It is cool to go breezing along and socially BJ can be an icebreaker who helps me chill and relax.” I
wish I had the space in my column to tell
you all the great stories that Bruce told me.
Like the time that he was leaving class in
1972. Pre-occupied by readers and papers,
he heard a jangle behind him and realized
that he had forgotten Elva, who was his first
dog. Having these Guides in his life, the
physical contact and the companionship
have been precious. Bruce says that he has
become a calmer person and that it is all
about, “God, gratitude and joy with the
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Daisy Mae
mood going up and down the leash.” Bruce
and BJ told me to tell my gentle readers
that being a Puppy Raiser is a wonderful
gift to the raiser and to the recipient of the
trained Guiding Eyes dog.
Paisley and Cassidy are two black Labs
being raised by a Puppy Raiser, Tracy Di
Fulgo who is Hotel Manager at the Omni
Shoreham Hotel. On a typical day, Cassidy
and Paisley, wearing their light blue training vests, head off to the hotel. They will
spend some time in Tracy’s office, go for
walks with the bell staff, be taken around
the hotel and maybe participate in a spouse
program if there is a convention in the hotel. The Shoreham has totally embraced this
program and supports and promotes Tracy’s
passion for the Puppy Raising Program. The
hotel allows guests to bring in their own
pets, charges a $50 fee per stay and then
donates the fee to the Guiding Eyes for the
Blind program. After being a Puppy Raiser
for more than five years, Tracy has seen so
many positives to being a part of this effort. “Can’t imagine not doing this, she said,
“This is a big part of my day”.

When I met Tracy, Paisley and Cassidy my
first question to Tracy was, “how can you
raise a pup for a year and half and then be
able to give it up? Tracy told me that when
she raised her first puppy Marcie, it was
difficult to see her go. “I went to the school
to visit and saw Marcie, she came over and
said “hi” and went off to play.” Tracy told
me that after seeing the dogs in action she
realized that they have “such a sense of
purpose” and “they are the happiest dogs”.
She said that Guiding Eyes for the Blind
does understand the bond that grows between the Puppy Raiser and the puppy so
they encourage visits to the school and even
have a Web site for the Puppy Raisers to go
to for tracking the dogs they raised. One of
Tracy’s dogs, Dharma is now part of the
breeding colony.
Food and vet care are expensive so I asked
Tracy about the cost to raise a puppy. She
told me that because the program is a nonprofit 501 (3) (C) organization that the
majority of the expenses are covered, including vet care. Tracy said, “You provide
the love.” Raising a puppy does not take a
lot of space and apartments are fine because
many of these dogs will live in apartments
once placed. I asked Tracy what this program has done for her. “It gives me the opportunity to give back to the community and
it doesn’t take much time.”
After a year and a half the pups go to New
York to be tested to see if they have what it
takes to go into intensive training. Tracy
said that about 40% actually make it and
become Guiding Eyes dogs.
A Puppy Raiser provides a safe, healthy
and loving home for a pup. A Raiser teaches
the puppy basic obedience and house manners and socializes the puppy to a variety
of environments. They share a common
goal, “To provide greater independence to
the blind by raising a puppy that will one
day become someone’s “guiding Eyes”.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED in becoming
a Puppy Raiser go to the Guiding Eyes for

the Blind Web site at www.guidingeyes.org
or to www.volunteer.guidingeyes.org which
will give you more information about the
Guiding Eyes Puppy Raising Program. If you
are interested in becoming involved, two
new pieces of legislation have been passed
and signed into law here in the Commonwealth that add something very special to
the Virginians With Disabilities Act...HB214,
introduced by Del Mark L. Cole and now
the law, allows service dogs unencumbered
access to public schools. That means that a
student using a dog to help them live a more
independent life can take their companion
into the classroom with them. The second,
HB853 was introduced by my own delegate,
Adam Ebbin (D-49). This wonderful bill
adds in training to the guide dogs, hearing
dogs and service dogs permitted in listed
public places.
Linda Damato sent me a quote from one
of the youth raisers that she wanted to share
with my readers. It is from Kathy, age 18,
raising her third puppy, Chase. “I can’t seem
to express to people that I don’t raise for
the community service hours. I don’t raise
dogs to look good on my college application. I don’t raise for the recognition. I raise
to make a difference, I raise to educate, I
raise because I love being a part of this
amazing program and helping to shape
these incredible dogs. Community service
should be something you pour your heart
into and enjoy so much that it may reflect
in your volunteer work. My heart goes into
each dog and I willingly part with them to
better someone else’s life. I hope to continue raising dogs after college and I hope
that people realize the reward of helping
others far outweighs the sacrifice of the sadness of letting go. To be able to give of myself is skill that will help me to be a contributing member of society and a caring human being.”
What could I add to that? Thank you
Linda, Bruce, BJ, Tracy, Paisley and Cassidy.
Keep your tail high and your feet dry Love Daisy Mae

Running for School Board
From Page 9
and move our system to the next level
ofºexcellence.
I believe that it’s essential that we
elect an individual who can build
consensus, promote unity, and foster open communication among all
community stakeholders. For too long
our school community has been distracted
by divisiveness and acrimony. Now is the
time for all of us to look to the future and
work toward a common purpose. I pledge
to make decisions based on what is best for
our school system as a whole. This means
looking at issues from all sides, and once a
decision has been made, holding all of us—
board members, administrators, parents,
teachers and students—accountable. We

must tap into our whole community to succeed. I will work to unify around this mission and promote open communication with
and among all stakeholders, especially our
teachers who can give us great ideas on how
to truly improve classroom instruction for
the benefit of all the students.
I believe that, now more than ever,
we need school board members who
will be good stewards of our tax dollars. Many Alexandrians question whether
we have the right budgetary mix between
resources committed to the classroom and
resources committed to central
administration.ºWe should always have a
bias toward spending that has the largest
direct impact on classroom learning. We
should rebuild our budget from the ground
up to focus our resources on classroom in-
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struction and provide what every child
needs to succeed.
I believe that every child can aim
high and that every child can succeed, whether they are at-risk or have special needs, are formally identified as “gifted”
or are among the students often described
as “in the middle.” Our students are growing up in a world far different from the one
most of us grew up in. The advent of the
Internet means that they will compete for
jobs with their counterparts across the
globe. To prepare them to compete, we
must make sure that we have high academic
standards and give all of our students what
they need to achieve. Perhaps most important is to give them the highest quality
teachers and a curriculum that fosters creativity and critical thinking, and instills in

every student a lifelong love of learning. We
have almost all of the pieces in place—a
promising, new instructional leader as incoming superintendent; highly-skilled
teachers and administrators; students who
are eager to learn; and a welcoming environment for children to learn. But we still
need curriculum that excites and engages
students, deeper parent involvement, and
leadership on the school board that has the
best interests of all of our students at heart.
I want to put my experience and abilities
to work on the school board and help move
our school system to the next level of excellence. I believe that all students can
achieve and that we must give each one of
them the opportunities to do so. For every
child to succeed, we must believe in every
child.º I would appreciate your vote on
Aug.12.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

Slower Is Faster
From Page 4
Police as well Maryland State Police and
Alexandria and Fairfax County police. They
will be enforcing the changing speed limits.
“VSL has the potential to move traffic effectively and safely — but only if drivers
comply. Posted varying speed limits will be
strictly enforced by officers working within
the VSL zones. But we will not be operating speed traps,” said Lt. Eric Reiley, Virginia State Police.
THE VSL SYSTEM will be used only during temporary lane closures and will not be
operative during inclement weather, recurring congestion, an incident management
situation or peak hours of traffic, according to an explanatory presentation by
Nicholson.
The minimum speed reduction will be to
35 miles per hour. It will be announced to

ARHA Board
From Page 4
suggested plan would not be
presented to the Alexandria Planning Commission “until we come
back to this Board.”
The outcome of this presentation will be documented and given
to the Board along with a summary of the various community
sessions. It was also decided that
another session with the ARHA
Board was needed. That session
will be scheduled at a separate
time from a regular ARHA Board
meeting to avoid the time crunch
that occur Monday night.
During the regular Board meeting Priest explained that ARHA
needed to write off $225,917 in
uncollectible accounts from vacated tenants that has accumulated from 2001 through 2006.
ARHA is required to do this by
HUD, he explained in presenting
his Secretary/Treasurer’s report.
However, as Miller noted “Writing these collectibles off does not
mean we stop trying to collect the
past rents. We can use a collection
agency and once they are written
off in an accounting sense anything we do collect is a plus.”
As Priest pointed out in his report, satisfaction of accounts receivables can also used as leverage “when families want to return
to ARHA” housing. In answer to a
question from Commissioner
Carter Flemming as to how the
amount got so high, it was explained that the debts are not collectable until all legal processes
have been exhausted. This can
take months while the back rentals are accumulating, according to
Marye Ish, director, Housing Operations, ARHA.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

“We are trying to change the habits of drivers”
—Ronaldo T. Nicholson, VDOT project manager

motorists through a series of signs well before the point of congestion, according to
Marcelino Romero, VSL operations chief.
“We will also have overhead flashing signs
to draw motorists’ attention,” he said.
Drivers will be informed of varying
speed limits through changeable highway
signs posted along the seven mile portion
of I-95 between the Springfield Interchange and the Maryland shore. When
congestion begins to build, the VSL system will offer current delay-time estimates on the strategically placed highway
signs, according to VDOT’s implementation plan.
A new “Go with the Flow/Stay In the
Know” section on the bridge project Web
site, www.wilsonbridge.com, will inform
motorists prior to departure about realtime travel speeds via a color-coded map,
estimated delay times and other information to aide travelers in making route decisions. The map will used green, yellow
and red indicators to designate existing
highway speeds.
This system is “adaptive” in that it responds to real-time data in making adjustments to speed limits. Most other VSL systems are “time of day” systems, they meter
traffic speeds at pre-specified times of day

when volume typically increases.
Under this system the speed limit will
change in five to 10 mile per hour increments. Once changed, the speed limit will
not change again until at least 20 minutes have elapsed, according to the VDOT
plan.
CONTROL CENTER OPERATION responsibilities, emanating from the WWB
Project headquarters, will include: automated speed limit posting; police notification of speed limit changes who will
then enforce the new speed limit five minutes after the change, sharing information
with VDOT’s Smart Traffic Center; and
collecting data to share with the Virginia
Transportation Research Council to evaluate VSL effectiveness and implementation
Instituting the $3 million VSL system is
seen as an opportunity to provide active
traffic management in a very congested
work zone and enhance safety for motorists by reducing the potential of rear-end
type collisions and overall traffic at any
given moment in a work zone. The cost
includes hardware, software, installation,
training and operations support.
The system is leased and maintained by
the provider, Renaissance Technologies,

Inc., Mechanicsburg, PA., for two years, with
the option to renew for a longer period or
to purchase the system, according to VDOT.
But, the greatest VSL challenge will be
changing motorists’ mindset, according to
Undeland, who emphasized the need for
Project and community information outreach. “This won’t work unless the motorists comply,” he said.
“We need them to understand this system will actually get them to their destination faster and safer. We are also getting
the word out on this up and down the eastern seaboard because we know we are not
only dealing with local drivers,” Undeland
said.
“We see this as a unique opportunity to
manage traffic since all the major Northern
Virginia highway projects are now underway. VDOT really jumped at the opportunity to implement this technology as a way
of increasing safety for everyone,”
Nicholson said.
However, neither VDOT or the WWB
Project are assuming VSL will work without glitches. Therefore, they are asking the
driving public to give them feedback — both
good and bad. That is also possible through
the WWB Project’s “Go With the Flow/Stay
In the know” section of their Web site.

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...
Good Shepherd
Catholic Church
BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029
FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA CHURCH... 703-549-3911

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening

Weekdays

5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Sunday

Children’s Liturgy of the World

7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)

Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 www.gs-cc.org
Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

St. James’ Episcopal Church
5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
8 AM - Holy Eucharist
10:15 AM - Holy Eucharist - music
All Education Activities & Nursery – 9:00 AM

Office: 703-780-3081

www.stjamesmv.org

FAMILY FUN FAIR

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

New Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive
Sunday School - 9:15am
Worship Service - 10:15am
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier
www.christthesaviouranglican.org

Rising Hope
United Methodist Mission Church
8220 Russell Road
Alexandria 22309
(across from Aldi’s Supermarket)
703-360-1976

Saturday, June 14
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404
CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222
BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565
SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239
VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370
CHURCHES-BRETHREN
GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083
CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. LUKE’S ESPICOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949
CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD
CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI, SYNOD…703-549-0155
MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
ELCA...703-765-5003
NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112
ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670
HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766
CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555
BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406
DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500
WASHINGTON FARM
UNITED METHODEST...703-780-4696
WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324
CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST...703-765-5950
CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

703-785-8976
CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM CONGREGATION…703-998-6460
SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774
SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

Come enjoy FREE
FOOD, GAMES, MUSIC, PRIZES, FUN!!!
Learn about our Children’s Programs

b

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891
COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545
BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

b

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA CITADEL
703-836-2427

To Highlight Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468
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Legal Notices

News

Department of Environmental Quality
Public Notice
An enforcement action has been proposed for
Baltimore Tank Lines, Inc. for alleged violations
in Alexandria, VA stemming from a fuel oil spill
at the Mirant Potomac River Generating Station.
A description of the proposed action is available
at the DEQ office named below or online at
www.deq.virginia.gov. Stephanie Bellotti will
accept comments by e-mail
sbellotti@deq.virginia.gov, fax 703-583-3821, or
postal mail Northern Regional Office, 13901
Crown Court, Woodbridge, VA 22193 from
August 1, 2008 through September 4, 2008
ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ020649-01-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
NATHANIEL Z. WELDEMISKEL
The object of this suit is to:
CUSTODY/VISITATION
It is ORDERED that the defendant
YESHIBELAY WELDEMISKEL FERU appear at
the above named Court and protect his or her
interests on or before 8/8/2008 at 9:00am
ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ021356-04-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
JASMINE POMMIER
The object of this suit is to:
Terminate the residual parental rights and responsibilties of unknown father to Jasmine
Pommier, born to Consuelo M. Angel on
11/22/2007 and to give the Alexandria
Department of Human Services the right to
place the child for adoption.
It is ORDERED that the defendant Unknown
father appear at the above named Court and
protect his or her interests on or before
09/08/2008 at 3:00pm
ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ010635-08-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
BRIAN MARTINEZ
The object of this suit is to:
Approve the permanency plan submitted by
Alexandria DHS with the goal of adoption, and
terminate the residual parental rights and responsibilities of the unknown father of Brian
Martinez, Born June 8, 1992, son of Maria
Martinez
It is ORDERED that the defendant Unknown
father appear at the above named Court and
protect his or her interests on or before
09/05/2008 at 2:00pm

INTENSELY INTERESTING
COMMUNITY INVOLVED
COMMITTED
TO EXCELLENCE

Administration Versus Instruction
From Page 1
guage or require special education services. The same Washington Area Boards of Education report that showed Alexandria has
the highest per-pupil spending
also showed that the city has the
lowest average class size in its elementary schools.
“People in Alexandria want
small schools,” said Carlini. “And
small schools are more expensive
per pupil.”

FOR YEARS, critics of the school
system have charged school officials with devoting too many resources to administration. Former
School Board member Ken Foran,
for example, frequently leveled
this charge against former Superintendent Rebecca Perry. Although
Foran acknowledged that
Alexandria’s small size required a
larger percentage of its budget to
be spent on administration, he said
a line-by-line examination of the

Aiding the Dream
From Page 5
from the Virginia Development
Authority’s Sponsoring Partnerships and Revitalizing Communities Program.
“These funds will be used in conjunction with the city’s ongoing
homebuyer assistance programs to
provide below-market mortgage
financing
for
first-time
homebuyers,” said Mayor Bill
Euille during a speech in the Vola
Lawson Lobby last week.
For more than a decade, the city
has been offering free, comprehensive homebuyer education to city
residents and workers. More than
800 people have attended the city’s
14 annual homeownership fairs,
taking part in training sessions to
learn about real estate, lending and
mortgage industry. This year alone,
the city’s Office of Housing will
provide homebuyer training and

Teenager
Dies in
Crash
From Page 1
Alexandria with a reception immediately following at Belle Haven
Country Club on Fort Hunt Road
in Alexandria. The Fracasso family
has established a memorial scholarship fund for music students at
Bishop Ireton High School and asks
that, in lieu of flowers, contributions be made to the Mark Fracasso
Scholarship Fund, Bishop Ireton
High School, 201 Cambridge Road,
Alexandria, VA 22314.
“We will all continue to pray for
Mark as well as his family,” said
Janet Cantwell, principal of St.
Mary’s Catholic School.

Great Papers • Great Connections • Great Readers!

— Michael Lee Pope
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education opportunities for 575
residents. Eighty residents will receive a total of $3.3 million in
homeownership loans from the
city, and 15 residents will receive
$1 million in rehabilitation loans
to help improve their property.
“We are proud to roll up our
sleeves with you and help educate
citizens,” said Jane Quill, chairwoman of the Northern Virginia
Association of Realtors. “This is
really what we are all about.”

budget during his years on the
board indicated too much money
was being spent at the top.
“I think we have been too heavy
on administrative positions and
too heavy on administrative salaries,” said Foran, who served on
the School Board from 2003 to
2006. “That kind of thing tends to
add up.”
The tension between funding
classroom instruction and finding
money for administration is as old
as public education, and jurisdictions all over the country have
grappled with how to strike a balance between the two. Complicating the equation in recent years is
the rising cost of gas, which has
sent school officials scrambling to
balance their transportation budgets. According to a recent survey
by the Arlington-based American
Association of School Administrators, 15 percent of responding jurisdictions are considering moving
to a four-day school week as a result of rising gas prices.
“School systems are making
tough and innovative budget
choices to meet rising fuel and
energy costs, but they need finan-

cial assistance,” said Daniel
Domenech, executive director of
the Arlington-based American Association of School Administrators. “State governments and the
federal government must step in
on behalf of the nation’s children
to fill the gaps.”
SCHOOL OFFICIALS say that
student achievement is a goal that
everybody shares. But striking a
balance between classroom instruction and administration is a
difficult task — one that occupies
School Board members for several
months every year. Earlier this
year, for example, the current
board denied a request to add an
administrative assistant for the
office of the superintendent. But
they also vetoed a proposal to add
a new Spanish teacher at Mount
Vernon Community School.
“This is a dilemma for schools
systems everywhere,” said
Reginald Felton, director of federal
relations with the National School
Board Association. “Everybody
wants more money to go to the
classroom, but somebody’s got to
run the administration.”

Alexandria Bulletin
Getting rid of leftover oil-based and
paint and stains, cleaning solvent, and
other household hazardous waste is
not as simple as tossing the items in
the trash. Improper disposal of these
items can be dangerous and harmful to
you, the environment, and to others.
City of Alexandria residents may
dispose of household hazardous
waste safely, conveniently, and at no
cost through the Household Waste
Facility, 3600 Wheeler Ave. For the
convenience of residents, the facility
is now open two days a week: Mondays and Saturdays, from 7:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m.
The facility is available to City residents only; photo identification will
be required to prove residence at time
of drop off. Several examples of acceptable and unacceptable drop off
items include:
Acceptable Materials: Antifreeze,
Battery Acid, Gasoline, Compact
Fluorescent Light Bulbs
Unacceptable Materials: Explosives, Ammunition, Biological Waste,
Unlabeled Substances
For more information about the
Household Hazardous Waste Facility, or
about household hazardous waste collection, please visit www.alexandriava.gov/
tes or contact Alton Weaver, Department
of Transportation and Environmental
Services, at 703.519.3486.
The Review Meeting of the Alexandria Marketing Committee,
scheduled for Monday, July 28, has been
rescheduled. The committee will now
meet on Monday, Aug. 11, at 8 a.m. in
Sister Cities Conference Room 1101, City
Hall (301 King St.). The purpose of the
meeting is to review applications for the
Alexandria Marketing Fund, now in its
second round of funding. For more information about the Alexandria Marketing
Fund, visit alexandriava.gov/
index_quicklinks.aspx?id=11060

The Alexandria Commission for
the Arts is seeking nominations for the
2008 Alex Awards. All nominations must be
submitted to the Durant Center, 1605
Cameron St., by 4 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 19.
Barbara Boehm, 2008 Alex Awards Chair,
announced this year’s theme as “Global Arts”
to recognize and celebrate the influence of
world cultures on art in Alexandria. To receive a nomination form, request further
information, inquire about sponsorship opportunities, or purchase tickets, call the
Commission’s office at 703.838.6348, e-mail
aca@alexandriava.gov
or
visit
alexandriava.gov/recreation
The Campagna Early Learning
Center will have a full-day preschool
program for children ages 3-5 starting
Sept. 2. Located at George Washington
Middle School, 1005 Mount Vernon Ave.
To enroll 703-549-0111 ext. 112.
The Alexandria PTA Council
(PTAC) will be hosting a school board
forum on Thursday, July 31 at T.C. Williams High School. The forum - which will
include four candidates vying for the slot
that was vacated by former School Board
Chair Claire Eberwein - will begin at 7
p.m. and is open to the public. For more
information, contact Tina Games-Evans,
PTAC Director of Communications, at
TGEvans8@aol.com or 703-402-2226.
The Alexandria Commission for
the Arts is seeking nominations for the
2008 Alex Awards. The program recognizes individuals, organizations, schools,
and businesses that have made exceptional contributions to cultural life in the
City of Alexandria. All nominations must
be submitted to the Durant Center, 1605
Cameron St., by 4 p.m. on Friday, September 19.
The annual program, sponsored by the
Alexandria Commission for the Arts, promotes interest and involvement in the
arts by recognizing excellence in four cat-

egories:
Artistic – Excellence in an Artistic
Discipline
Community – Excellence in Service
to the Arts
Education – Outstanding Contributions to Arts Education
Business – Innovative Partnerships
between Businesses and the Arts
The Alexandria Commission for the
Arts invites colleagues in these sectors
to nominate individuals they believe
helped to inspire and sustain a creative environment for the Alexandria
community throughout this year.
The Virginia Housing Development Authority (VHDA) has
awarded the City of Alexandria $15.2
million in new funding to help make
homeownership more affordable for
households with members who live or
work in the City. To be eligible to participate in the City’s homeownership
programs, individuals must be firsttime homebuyers, and the home to be
purchased must be located within the
City of Alexandria. For more information, call the City of Alexandria’s
Office of Housing at 703-838-4622.
The Space of Her Own (SOHO)
program is seeking adult female volunteers for its art-based mentoring
program for fifth grade girls. Each
mentor is responsible for designing the
new room, incorporating her mentee’s
artwork, and developing ample lighting and study space, using a shoestring
budget of just $250. Prospective volunteers are required to attend one of
two orientation sessions on Thursday,
Aug. 14 or Thursday, Aug. 21, from
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at The Art League
Annex, 1 Duke St. RSVP for one of the
two orientation sessions by e-mailing
SOHO@alexandriava.gov. This year’s
program begins on Sept. 25 and concludes on June 11.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Zone 1: • Reston
• Herndon • Loudoun
DRIVERS NEEDED
Flatbed/Rollback - Will Train
Must bring valid driving record
CALL LANCE: 703-550-0080

703-917-6464

Employment
CAREGIVERS

DOG WALKERS NEEDED
in NOVA. 10 am-3 pm, M-F.
Pet Sitting Positions Available.
Car and Background Check Required.
www.beckyspetcare.com EOE.

Caregivers & companions needed
to assist older adults & mothers
in their homes. All shifts avail, incl live-in.
Home Helpers (571) 224-7068

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday 4 p.m.
BUSINESS OPP

BUSINESS OPP

TELEPHONE TELEPHONE
A great opportunity to A great opportunity to

WORK AT HOME! WORK AT HOME!
NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits! No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

PLANT LOVERS
FT/PT needed to maintain plants
inside lobbies, offices, hotels. Must
have reliable transportation. Exp
pref’d. Call: 1-800-635-8530

COLLEGE
STUDENTS
& ‘08 H.S. GRADS
SUMMER WORK!
$17.00 Base-Appt, FT/PT,
Sales/Svc, No Exp Nec,
All Ages 17+, Conditions Apply

703-359-7600

IT staffing co in Springfield has challenging,
rewarding position. Excellent people skills a
must. Submit to resume@nltcorp.com or fax
to (703) 912-3022.

UTILITY/DISHWASHER
Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads has
an opening for a part-time Utility/Dishwasher. This position is primarily responsible for cleaning dishes, pots, pans and
utensils. For more information or to schedule an appointment call 703-578-7204 EOE

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email: avonsatosell@yahoo.com
www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

RESPONSIBLE DOG SITTER

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED
Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,
live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

Are you looking to
Start a Career?
NOW HIRING

Weekdays 9-4

301-333-1900

☎☎ ☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

☎☎

P/T HELP WITH KIDS, HOUSE
Needed by nice family. 2 schoolage kids. Must drive, be available
some mornings. Belle View area.
703-346-3755.

Nannies needed to start ASAP,
$15-$20/hr, legal, drive.

703-779-7999
nanniesbynature.com

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries
No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d

703-838-2100
White House Nannies, Inc

Entry Level Technicians

Private day school in Virginia seeks
energetic leader with proven ability in the
management of instruction, personnel, and
programming for students with learning and
emotional disabilities (with no acting out
behaviors) in grades 7-12.
This 12-month position requires eligibility
for Virginia licensure in special education,
master’s degree in education or closely
related field, five years successful classroom experience, and expertise in at least
one major area of the curriculum.
A detail oriented, team player who is
creative and a quick thinker a plus! Please
fax resume to 703-913-0089

Central Services will teach you
everything that you need to know to
become a Master Heating & Air
Conditioning Technician.
Technician We have
an awesome training program that
gives you the opportunity to
GET PAID
while you learn.

Mortgage Loan Sales
Consultant

SALES PROFESSIONALS

No Experience Necessary!

STOCK PERSON
We are seeking a full-time Stock Person.
Responsibilities include receiving and
verifying supplies, stocking and storage of
supplies, ordering supplies and cleaning
facility as directed. Must be able to lift up
to 75 pounds. Previous stocking/receiving
experience preferred. To join our team
apply at www.goodwinhouse.org,
Ph: (703) 578-7204

Apply Now

www.gocentral.com

Belvoir Federal Credit Union

Start a sales career that helps others
and has strong growth potential. Mount
Comfort Cemetery enjoys a great
reputation in our community and offers
career advancement and training
opportunities of a large corporation. As
such, we can take your career to levels
you never thought possible.

Member Advantage Mortgage
Are you a seasoned Mortgage Lending
professional seeking an exciting new
career? Belvoir Federal Credit Union is
searching for Mortgage Lending Consultant with 2-4 years experience in originating mortgages. Knowledge of
VA/FHA mortgage products a plus. This
exciting position will be responsible for
developing and maintaining profitable
relationships with Realtors and Builders.
Successful candidates will have demonstrated sales abilities and experience in
marketing mortgage products to our
local real estate community. We are
looking to fill a position to be housed at
Mt. Vernon location. We offer highly
competitive pay with industry-leading
benefits. E-mail resume with cover letter
to: joann.peurach@memberadvantagemortgage.com EOE

301-333-1900

☎☎

For my 15-mo-old house-trained Cocker
Spaniel in your home while I'm at work.
Perfect for retiree or stay-at-home Mom in
Alex area bet NOVA's Alex campus & Delray. Pay neg. Contact Nina, 703-615-5364.

HOUSEKEEPER
We are seeking part-time housekeepers. Morning and weekend shifts are
available. Previous housekeeping experience in a Health Care environment
preferred. Must be able to read, write
and follow instructions in English. Visit
our HR office M-F from 9am-4pm. 3440
S. Jefferson St., Falls Church, VA
22041. 703-578-7204

Director Special Education
School (Springfield)

The Mount Vernon House is a 130-unit
apart. estab. facility that provides lowincome housing for those 62 & older
handicapped/disabled as part of a
medical/profess. Center in Mt. Vernon,
VA. The candidate must have good
communication and organization skills.
Qualified candidate must have experience in plumbing, electrical, and HVAC
Systems. Responsibilities include coordination & completion of apt. vacancies,
emergency on-call responses & be able
prioritize maintenance tasks. Full Time
40 hours per/wk. Requires High School
Diploma or GED and three to five years
work-related experience. Knowledge of
MS Office a plus. (A SMOKE-FREE
ENVIRONMENT) Employment is subject
to background check and skills testing.
Starting salary $42K to 45K. Benefits
package includes medical, dental, along
w/short-term disability and life ins.,
401(k), paid holiday, sick and vacation
leave. Mail resume and salary req. to
Mt. Vernon House, 8199 Tiswell Drive,
Alexandria, VA 22306. Email
ltimberlake@MVHouse.org or fax to
703-780-2030.

Need an Extra $500 - $1000
per mo. to pay Bills ??

Entry Level Tech Recruiter

We’re growing our sales force in your
area. Apply today and discover how
rewarding it can be to work with us:
•
•
•
•

Monthly bonuses
Attractive benefits
Continued learning & development
Sell a product everyone will
eventually buy
For the quickest consideration, fax
your resume to us at 703-765-0619
OR apply via our website at
www.sci-corp.com in the careers
section. EOE M/F/D/V

EXPERIENCE THE JOYS AND REWARDS

Our Comfort Keepers® come first, that is why we
provide a compensation package that is second to
none in the area. We also offer flexible full-time
or part-time hours, bonus programs. We only hire
the best! If that’s you and you want to learn more
about becoming a Comfort Keeper, call us at
703-591-2252 or visit
www.BeAComfortKeeper.com.
Over 550 independently owned & operated offices worldwide

OURISMAN/ALEX NEEDS:
Internet Managers, BDC Managers, Sales People, Service Techs,
Body Shop Guys, & Part-Time
Receptionist. We offer: Sundays
off, 401(k), insurance, employee
purchase program, and most of
all, support from the top. See
Chris Moran or Shawn Allen,
Ourisman Dodge Chrysler Jeep,
5900 Richmond Highway, Alex,
VA 22303. 703-329-1600
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Employment
SOCIAL SERVICES

Social Work Supervisor
Position # 00013
$56,774 -$93,942
Social Services Agency seeking motivated
supervisor to work in fast-paced child
welfare dept. Supervises unit responsible
for CPS Investigations and Family
Assessments. Duties include: on-call CPS
responsibilities, providing unit clinical and
management oversight, assessment of
families, referring for services, crisis
intervention, preparing cases for court
intervention and following federal, state
and local compliance requirements.
College Degree req. MSW & LCSW
preferred. 2+ yrs. supervisory experience
and 5 years CPS experience preferred.
Position requires completed CRC and
CPS checks prior to hire. Va. State
application forms are available at:
Alex. Dept. of Social Services, Attn:
DHS Personnel, 2525 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria, Va. 22301. Call
(703) 838-0810 or
https://jobs.agencies.virginia.gov

Classified
26 Antiques
We consign/pay top $ for
antique/semi antique furn.
including mid century &
danish modern Teak
furniture, sterling, mens
watches, painting/art glass,
clocks, jewelry, costume
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer
Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

202 Domestic Auto

28 Yard Sales

29 Misc. for Sale

Mount Vernon/Waynewood$250 KING Pillow Top
Multi-family Yard Sale, Sat.
Mattress & Box set (3pc)8/2, 8am-noon 902 Danton Ln
Brand New, Never Used
(bet GW Parkway & Fort Hunt
w/warranty. (Retail $500+)
rd) Furn, women’s clothing,
Deliverable 571-926-1990
books, VHS tapes, cds, artwork, household, knick-knacks 7 PC Cherry Sleigh Bedroom
and more.
set - Brand new in boxes,
Worth $1200+
Multi-fam yard sale, furn, (Can help deliver)Asking $575
571-926-1990
toys, knick knacks, Sat 8/1,
8am-noon. 8304 Simsbury pl
ELECTRONIC ORGAN
Alex
debut deluxe, maple,
$400+ obo 703-660-8605

202 Domestic Auto

‘00 Ford Exp 78k miles $9,800
Fully loaded Eddie Bauer, Never
wrecked 4WD tow package Black &
Tan, well maintained, All paperwork
Call 703-313-0671
21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Deadline for submitting applications is
Friday, August 15th, at 12:00 noon.

0320-3

Hardwood Artisans Twin
Loft bed, solid oak w/ upgrade
English Oak stain (looks great
with antiques) Solid hardwood
decking (no slats), allows for
young children-college age
and easier to make. 5 step
ladder allows for small
children. Perfect condition,
2 years old,
retails for $1725 new
www.hardwoodartisan.com,
For Sale $600, phone
703-868-1461
QN Pillow Top Mattress &
box set Brand new in plastic
w/warranty! Can deliver.
(Worth $300+) MUST SELL
$150 571-926-1990

101 Computers

HDI

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects
of the newspaper business. Internships available in reporting, photography, research,
graphics. Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career. Unpaid.
Call John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or email
internship@connection
newspapers.com

EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT
➣ TRAINING
➣ INSTALLATION
➣ TROUBLESHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

Serving Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?
Try a better way to fill your
employment openings
North
Potomac
Rockville

Lansdowne
Ashburn

5

Cascades
Sterling

Potomac

1
South
Riding

Dulles
Airport

Chevy
Bethesda Chase

Great
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Chantilly

6
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Arlington

4

Washington,
D.C.

Centreville

Fairfax
North
Clifton

Historic
Clifton

Burke
Fairfax
Springfield
Station

3

2

Laurel
Hill

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.
• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.
• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT!
Be the first person to fax in the correct crossword puzzle
answers each week, and we’ll put your name here! Fax the
completed puzzle with your name and the puzzle number
to the Crossword Puzzle Desk, fax #703-917-0998!
The winner of puzzle #0319-3 is:

F. J. Pepper
0316-1
703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Note: Due to space limitations, the crossword may not appear from
time to time. In that case, you may look on our Web site:
www.connectionnewspapers.com and click on the “Print Editions” button.
It should appear in a newspaper from a different Classifieds zone.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!
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Zone 3: • Alexandria
• Mount Vernon

CALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles
•Repairs •Reroofs
•Flat Roofs
Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbishing • Replace
All Major Roof Types

703-768-2151

Home & Garden
S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

VA. Certified
Horticulturist

703-329-1908
www.landisscapes.com
Free Estimates

Licensed,
Bonded, Insured

Mention this ad receive 10% off

703-892-8648

Darhele Assoc.
✦Walkways ✦Patios
✦Driveways ✦Brick
✦Concrete ✦Flagstone

703-764-2720
www.darhele.com

Bathroom, Basement, Kitchens
Interior Doors, Framing, Ceramic Tile,
Laminate floors, Deck & porch repairs,
Moulding, Drywall, Interior Painting,
Drywall Repair Licensed & Insured

703-431-9677

571-297-4242

Junk Removal & Hauling

703-339-5773

703-863-7465

Licensed
Insured
On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PINNACLE
SERVICES, INC.

LAWN SERVICE
MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING
& TRIM HEDGES
Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

Light Electrical • Plumbing
• Bathroom Renovation •
Ceramic Tile • Drywall
Repair

703-922-4190
www.rclhomerepairs.com
Licensed
Insured

Metro Gutter

ANGEL’S HAULING
Spring General
Yard Cleanup, Tree
& Trash removal

703-863-1086
703-373-3297
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris
Low Rates

NOVA

Neil Hughes
Licensed & Insured

• Wood Replace & Wrapping
• Pressure Washing,
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair
20 YEARS EXP.
metrogutter.com

703-354-4333

ALL TYPES OF:
Roofing
Siding
Gutters
ROOFING & SIDING SPECIALISTS
Windows
FREE ESTIMATES
Emergency Repairs
• FULLY INSURED • INSURANCE CLAIMS • VA LIC. #2705-050771A • 10 YRS OF
LOCAL EXPERIENCE • GUARANTEED QUALIFIED WORKMANSHIP
• REFERENCES & WRITTEN WARRANTEES

POLYTECH ROOFING CO.

703-360-4364

703-799-8969
KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING

PAINTING

Yard Debris
Decks
Interior-Exterior
Furniture
Sidewalks
Deck Staining
Appliances
Houses
Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

Class A VA Lic.

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs

703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

703-327-1889
Established 1988

Asphalt, Concrete and Brick
Residential and Commercial
Resurfacing, Repair, Resealing
Sidewalks, steps, Patios
7AM – 11PM • 7 Days/wk

Pete’s Driveways

Retaining Walls • Patios
Decks • French Drains

703-863-7465

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY
TRASH HAULING
•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds
•Leaf Removal
703-863-1086
703-373-3297
New#- 571-312-7227

TREE CUTTING,
Mulching, Spring
Cleanup, Lawn
Mowing, Sprinklers,
French Drains,
Drywall, Painting
Licensed
Insured
THE MAGIC GARDENER

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

703-780-2272 or
703-328-2270

IMPROVEMENTS

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)
Soffit & Fascia Wrapping

New Gutters
Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

The

703-441-8811

TREE SERVICE
ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY
TRASH HAULING
•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds
•Leaf Removal
703-863-1086
703-373-3297
New#- 571-312-7227

It is better to know
some of the
questions than all of
the answers.
— James Thurber

Internships
Available

Call Thomas Martins

Call 703.582.2110

A&S
LANDSCAPING

FREE ESTIMATES

703-360-5252

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

Free Estimates • Excellent References

Need to Fix Your
Driveway?

Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!

LAWN SERVICE

703-734-9871

15 Yrs

SUMMER
CLEAN-UP
Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs

Clean/Install/Repair

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION

www.PetesDriveways.com

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

GUTTER

HAULING

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING
Since 1964
We Accept VISA/MC

Home Remodeling, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Crown Molding

SUMMER SPECIAL

703-437-3037

800-820-1404

LANDSCAPING

703-385-3338

HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

Countertops, Floors, Cabinet
Replacements & Refinishing, Cust.
Painting, Complete Interior Remodeling

Family Owned and Operated
Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors
Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services
• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing
• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing
• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed
• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

4th Generation,
Class A Lic & Ins
Free Est.

Phone 703-496-7491

“Call For Special Promotions”

Nuance Painting Inc.

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Additions & Basemnts

GROUP RATES
AVAILABLE
FREE EST

OLD TOWN CARPENTRY

LICENSED

10% to 20% OFF All Services

HANDYMAN

Concrete & Brick
Stone Specialist

PINNACLE SERVICES,

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING
703-802-0483

Flagstone & Pavers
www.cdmconstruction.net

Free Estimates

Aubrey, 571-216-9292

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
screened) • Erosion &
Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-768-2130

RATCLIFF
CONSTRUCT.
CO.

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,
& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured
• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com

Licensed • Insured

A&S Construction

Residential &Commercial
Independently Owned
& Operated
Good Refs Free Estimates

CONCRETE

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne

WHITE TAIL EXPRESS

FREE ESTIMATES

MARGARITA’S
CLEANING SERVICE

since 1985 free est

We Fix Patios, Sidewalks,
Driveways and Retaining
Walls Fast!

Solid Waste Removal •Yard, Construction
Debris •Entire Home Cleanup •Furniture
& Appliances •Estate Clean-out

A CLEANING
SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service
at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

No Job too Small

“PLANTING MAINTENANCE AND DESIGN”
Gardens, Beds, Tree, Shrub, Flower: Prune,
Weed, Fertilize, Edge, Mulch, Cleanup, Division,
Transplant, Dead head, Lawn repair,
Stone Walls, Hardscape

CLEANING

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing
Free Estimates
Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured
703-495-0594, 929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

HOME REPAIR/
HANDYMAN

The
PLANTSMAN

CONTRACTORS.com

connectionnewspapers.com

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.
``

703-917-6400

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls
•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Call John Lovaas,
703-917-6405 or email
internship@connection
newspapers.com

Call: 703-912-6886
Free Estimates
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Old Town

❆

Tired of that old color
dated bathroom?
Don’t replace...

REFINISH
See our work at
www.miraclemethod.com

Bathtubs, Showers,
Sinks, Tile,
Countertops

SINCE 1976 • FREE ESTIMATES

Contact your local office at

“As seen on
This Old
House”

703-738-4801
301-571-4200
Serving Metropolitan DC
& Beyond

Buying or Selling?

From Page 20
stretch of road between George
Washington’s Mt. Vernon Estate
and the southern most portion of
Old Town.
It is also known as the southern
gateway to Alexandria — the roadway where visitors from the south
get their first view of our old port
city. “Egad,” one of them said the
other day, “let me out of here.”
Finally, it’s becoming known in
some quarters this hot summer as
“Tobacco Road” or worse — at
least the portion of the George
Washington Memorial Highway
that ends, in shambles, in Old
Town. Quite frankly, ‘Towners, it’s
an embarrassing mess. Here’s why.
Hand-wringers at City Hall and
elsewhere have been ranting for
months about the need for a wellcrafted and historically important
entry to Old Town. The usual argument is that George himself frequently trod the Parkway’s original roots on his way from Mt.
Vernon for a big night in Old Town.
If he saw it today, our Father-inChief would probably stay home.
Weeds, some waist high, dominate the stretch between the stone
bridge at its southernmost point
to the Parkway’s grand entrance
across the new urban deck and
into the city proper. At least six of
the new street lights installed to
show the way into town have al-

ready burned out. At least one
light burns all day and is out after
dark. A so-called aquatic garden
planted by the city within the
original wetlands looks like a
jungle gym. The berm on either
side of S. Washington Street is almost hopelessly overgrown with
weeds. Hunting Terrace, scheduled for demolition, has been allowed to become a battle-zone of
weeds and refuse. The horror story
goes on and on. Our city fathers
seem as if they could care less. The
entire mess is shameful.
I only can add that I hope our
electorate is keeping score
THIS GUY MEANS BUSINESS Townsend Van Fleet is a nice guy
to have on your side if you’re inclined (as I am) to historic preservation and restoration issues in
Old Town. This city activist is a
veritable human bulldozer and
battering ram. And equally effective. When he doesn’t like something our local political leaders are
doing, he trumpets his misgivings
Now, once he learns to balance his
frequent civic outrage with his
conservative zeal, I might nominate him for something. Van, as
he’s known, recently crafted an
editorial for his wife’s newsletter
“In My Opinion” that neatly illustrates what I mean. The subject
was our new $76 million Police

Headquarters and the fact that
City Council recently approved
raising the City’s debt limit to pay
for it.
Van Fleet’s take on Council’s action: “That (action) will alter our
current debt service of $33.7 million and cash capital of $4.9 million. Together that will result in a
total of $38.6 million. This means
$4.9 million of programs in the
City’s general fund won’t get
funded, as those funds will be
spent on items within the Capital
Improvement Program. Guess
where the other $33.7 million of
debt service funds come from —
your taxes. Ever since Mayor Bill
Euille took over the reins of Alexandria in 2003, our debt has risen
astronomically from about $150
million to $450 million. It has
tripled! Tripling the City’s debt so
quickly is irresponsible and indicative of a lack of competence...”
Van goes on from there and I
think it’s apparent that our Mayor
is not one of his favorites. But
that’s what makes local politics fun
and I believe Van is having fun.
In fact, I might hire him as my
assistant. The job doesn’t pay
much (zero) but he gets to read
my stuff before you do so that
must mean something. And it
gives your friendly local columnist
something to write about. You bet.
- Bob Feldkamp

School Notes

Let Rex’s experience work for you.

Rex Reiley
Re/MAX Allegiance
703-768-7800x123
Fairfax

$349,900
6457 Eighth Street

AGENTS: Contact Your Builders! Handyman
special on a large beautiful .8 acre lot perched
on a quiet wooded knoll. Fix-up or tear down
and build a beautiful new home. Centrally
located between 395, Braddock Rd, and Little
River Tnpk. Close to DC, Reagan Nat’l Airport,
Pentagon and Landmark shopping. Estate Sale. Sold Strictly “As Is.”

Alex/Van Dorn
$394,500
4862 Eisenhower Ave #168
Exchange at Van Dorn’s former model & largest unit@1284Sq Ft
w/2BRs plus a den! Top of the line-granite counters & maple cabinets in kit & both bath-cer tile flrs in kit, baths & foyer- G.E. profile
SS appliances-walk-in closets in both BRs. Wood flrs in LR, DR &
den-Spacious plus prime location: Walk .5 mile to VanDorn Metro,
Metro bus to Van Dorn & Eisenhower Metro-Quick access to 495,
Kingstown Towne Ctr & Cameron Run Regional Pk-This is a 10!

Prince William/Four Seasons
$475,000
17185 Four Season Drive
Gorgeous 3BR+loft, 3.5BA, 2 Car Garage Colonial
backing to a wooded area in a 55+ community.
Gourmet kit w/granite counters, extra large MBR,
maple cabinets, stainless steel appliances, island,
two wall ovens & cooktop. Cathedral ceils, hdwd
flrs-main lvl, recessed lighting, beaut window treatments & plantation shutters, sec system & so much more. You must see to believe.

Alex/Stratford
8424 Porter Lane

Send announcements to the Alexandria
Gazette Packet, by e-mail to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the following week’s paper. Photos are
encouraged. Call Rebecca Halik at 703917-6407 with questions.
T.C. Williams High School class
of 1973 will have their 35th reunion from
July 25-27 at Hilton Mark Center, 5000
Seminary Road. Call Vicki Warren at
770-396-7783 or Jodi Finn at 703-6273769 for information.
The following students just graduated
and received a degree from Boston University:
Drew M. Brenenborg, Master of
Science in Business Administration and
Management
Cindy L Otis, Master of Arts in International Relations
Anna H. Lin, Master of Business
Administration and Management
Margaret M. Harley, Bachelor of
Science in Communication
Alexandra Chatilovicz of Alexandria made dean’s list for the spring 2008
semester at Mitchell College.
Sara Frances Fry of Alexandria, a

sophomore at Gettysburg College, has
been placed the dean’s commendation
list for outstanding academic achievement in the spring 2008.
Suzanne Michelle Marlatt of Alexandria has graduated from Columbia
College, Chicago with a bachelor’s degree in marketing communication.
Bijan Otero of Alexandria graduated from the Junior Law Cadet
Program.
Eleven Alexandria residents graduated from Radford University at the end
of the spring semester. Earning bachelor
of science degrees were Benjamin
Doren Weston, geology; Curtis Dayton Barrows, media studies; Anna
Kathryn Morgan, media studies;
Ashley Cristen White, social work;
and Elizabeth Carter Newstadt,
recreation, parks, and tourism. Earning
bachelor of business degrees were
Kristian Bristol Lawson, finance;
Brett Noble Riley, management;
Abel Mengistu Gizaw, economics;
and Cathleen Megan Searles, marketing. Earning a bachelor of arts degree
was Manual Jesus Gomez, psychology. Earning a master of science degree
was Lauren Elizabeth Mitchell, spe-

cial education.
For the second straight year, LylesCrouch Traditional Academy has
received the Governor’s Gold Award for
Best Practices in Nutrition and Physical
Activity. The school is one of seven gold
award-winning Virginia schools, and the
only school to receive recognition for
four consecutive years. Only three
schools received the gold award this
year. Lyles-Crouch previously received
bronze and silver awards.
Owen McAleer was named to the
honor’s list at Phillips Exeter Academy.
He is a senior and Alexandria resident.
Nicole Pool graduated this May
with a Master of Arts in Christian Counseling and Discipleship from Capital
Bible Seminary in Lanham, Md. She
plans to continue in her current ministry as a part-time Youth Associate at
Downtown Baptist Church in Alexandria.
Berklee College of Music announces
that Alexi Von Guggenberg of Alexandria has earned placement on the dean’s
list for the spring semester of the 2008
academic year.

$649,000

Lg Beautiful Cape Cod-Gramercy Model w/ 5BRs, 4BAs & 2
Fpls. 3 finished lvls including main lvl Master BR & MBA
plus an office. UL boasts 4BRs & full bath. Beautiful
updated country kit w/hdwd flrs & lovely breakfast rm plus
a separate formal dining rm. Lower lvl offers a fam rm,
den, full bath, 2 lg utility/workshop areas & walk out to a
spectacular .34 acre lot backing to woods & Little Hunting
Creek. Location, size & beautiful landscaping give this home outstanding curb appeal & value!

For more information
www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
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Volunteers
Send
volunteer
notices
to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com or
call Rebecca Halik with any questions
703-917-6407.
ESL and Immigrant Ministries
needs volunteers to teach English to
adult immigrants in 17 locations in
Northern Virginia. Training is provided
in August. Day and evening classes be-

gin in September. Visit http://eslim.org.
King Street Cats needs volunteers
to care for abandoned and rescued cats
and kittens in its orphanage in Old
Town. Help needed with morning and
evening feeding/cleaning. If you want
to care for them while a permanent
home is being found, contact 703-2317199 or visit http://kingstreetcats.org.

Doorways for Women and
Families is seeking volunteers for its
Safehouse domestic violence shelter
program. Volunteers are needed for
weekend and evening shifts and to answer our 24/7 hotline. Some weekday
opportunities are also available. Training begins August-September. Call
703-522-8858 x13 or e-mail
volunteer@doorwaysVA.org.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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