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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Dance
Around
The Washington Ballet is
bringing classes to The

Athenaeum.

Dance,  Page 3

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

A
fter years of confrontation and
legal maneuvering between
Mirant Mid-Atlantic, LLC, and
the City of Alexandria, the State

Air Pollution Control Board finally approved
a new state operating permit for Mirant’s
Potomac River Generating Station during a
special July 30 meeting at the Holiday Inn
on Eisenhower Avenue.

The new permit allows the plant to begin
a stack merge project that is designed to
improve air quality in Alexandria by increas-
ing the height of emissions, thereby disburs-
ing them over a larger regional area. It also
requires Mirant to activate those units first
that provide the highest level of pollution
control.

This pollution control feature of the 23
page operating permit by the Virginia De-
partment of Environmental Quality issued
to Mirant CEO Robert Driscoll on July 31,
was drafted and presented at the last minute
by the City during the public hearing. The

City, Mirant
join forces urging
permit approval.

Air Board
Issues
Permit

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

W
ith the Aug. 12 special election
for School Board fast approach-
ing, the four candidates to re-

place former Chairwoman Claire Eberwein
in the city’s centrally located “District B”
have moved into the final stages of the cam-
paign. Yet during one-on-one visits with
voters and in public forums, few issues have
come to define the race. During the final
campaign forum last week at T.C. Williams
High School, the candidates were in agree-
ment on matters of substance — everything
from raising expectations beyond standard-

ized tests to creating a better image for the
school system. As a result, voters must make
a choice between the candidates based on
personal background and area of empha-
sis.

“I think one of the reasons we’re not see-
ing a lot of policy distinctions between the
candidates is that they are waiting to see
what direction the new superintendent will
take,” said Melynda Wilcox, president of the
PTA Council, referring to incoming Super-
intendent Morton Sherman. “I would like
to think that whoever is elected will have
an open mind about proposals and ideas
from the new superintendent.”

JOHN LEARY has raised more money than
any of the other candidates and picked up
a lengthy list of endorsements. Aside from
being the choice of the  Teachers Union
known as Education Association of Alexan-
dria, Leary has also picked up endorsements
from several former School Board chairmen,
including Ferdinand Day, Mark Wilkoff and
Mollie Danforth. He also has the support of
former Mayor Kerry Donley, former School
Board member Arthur Schmalz and current
chairman of the Alexandria Early Childhood
Commission, Sean McEnearney. If elected,
Leary promised, he would advocate for early
childhood education and work toward in-
creased transparency.

“I want to make sure everyone has the
information they need to make an informed
choice,” said Leary, adding that the School

Voters in District B head to the polls for an
unusually heated summertime campaign.

Special Election Set for Tuesday

Railroad Days at the Lyceum
 Saturday and Sunday, the Potomac Division of the National Model Railroad Association set up the tracks
again in the Assembly Room at the Lyceum and the trains started rolling. Over 2000 visitors were counted
at the exhibit on Saturday and Sunday brought a steady stream of train enthusiasts throughout the day.
As the little HO engines pulled the trains around the tracks countless dozens of spectators filled the
viewing platform.
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Community

National Night Out

Lakahn Doherty arrives at Lynhaven Gateway Park with her son, Deandre and two
friends for the 25th anniversary National Night Out activities.

Osborne Banks of the Lynhaven Citizens Association announces the raffle prizes as
Mayor Bill Euille arrive and the children draw with chalk on the sidewalk while there
is still light.

The Cora Kelly Dance team performs a tribute to the
Buffalo Soldiers.
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The People’s Sheriff Dana Lawhorne transforms his office
into a community organization.

See Sheriff’s Office,  Page 11

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

P
erhaps the most radical change
Sheriff Dana Lawhorne has made
since taking office in 2005 is defi-
nitely the hat. Gone is the old

brown Stetson in favor of an “eight-point”
model long favored by the Police Depart-
ment. It’s a subtle shift, but a significant
one — the kind of behind-the-scenes change
that Lawhorne has quietly been making at
the jail, inside the courthouse and in the
community.

During Tuesday’s National Night Out, for
example, Lawhorne and his deputies were
out in force. It was the kind of community
involvement that former Sheriff Jim Dun-
ning would have discouraged in the
Sheriff’s Office. Yet since Lawhorne became
the new sheriff in town, things have

changed. Sheriff’s deputies are now encour-
aged to walk in parades and appear at
neighborhood events. They make appear-
ances at Del Ray’s First
Thursday events and wel-
come visitors to the city
jail on Mill Road.

“For a long time, our
job was in the jail and at
the courthouse and no-
body knew who we
were,” said Mondre
Kornegay, a 23-year-vet-
eran of the office, at the
Clover College Park event
for National Night Out. “But now we are
out in the community and I feel like we have
become part of the community.”

Between National Night Out events this
week, Lawhorne said his biggest accom-
plishment since being elected has been to

restore the credibility of the Sheriff’s Of-
fice. He said Dunning was “disengaged”
during the final stages of his time in office,

describing the long-time
former sheriff as someone
who “checked out six or
seven years before the
end of his term.” The first
step toward restoring
credibility, according to
Lawhorne, was to create
a better working relation-
ship between the Police
Department and the
Sheriff’s Office.

“We’ve had several joint warrant-serving
operations,” said Police Chief David Baker.
“That kind of thing didn’t happen before
Dana became sheriff.”

A NATIVE OF ALEXANDRIA, Lawhorne

has lived in Del Ray his whole life. He de-
cided he wanted to become a law-enforce-
ment officer since he was in the eighth grade
at Parker-Gray Middle School, when a po-
lice officer visited his class to talk to the
students about law enforcement. As a teen-
ager, Lawhorne became obsessed with law
enforcement, participating in ride-along
programs with police officers. When he
graduated from T.C. Williams High School
in 1976, he was too young to be a police
officer so he became a security guard at the
Hamlets, a west-side apartment complex
owned by the Mark Winkler Company.

As soon as he became 21, Lawhorne
joined the Alexandria Police Department as
a patrol officer. Within a year, he was train-
ing other patrol officers. Within two years,
he was an acting supervisor. In 1986 he
became a detective specializing in crimes

“He’s even changed
the way the phones
are answered.”

— Harry Covert, public-
information officer for the

Sheriff’s Office
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News

See Hummer Alley,  Page 23

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

I
t was just after 1 a.m. on a steamy August night
in 1928 when the voices began cutting through
the humid summer air near an alley connect-
ing Alfred and Columbus streets. According to

one woman who was in her house reading at the
time, the voices became progressively louder and
louder. At first she tried to ignore the men. But their
voices grew increasingly heated.

“I’ve warned you the last time,” she recalled hear-
ing one of the men say to the other.

Three shots rang out in the night, and the woman
ran to a window to see what had happened. She saw
a man in a dark suit and cap run-
ning west on Duke Street. One
man rushed outside to find Police
Sgt. Elton Hummer barely cling-
ing to life, moaning loudly when
questioned about what had hap-
pened. An investigation later de-
termined that Hummer had been
shot by a .45-caliber pistol, once
in the left breast and once in the
groin. A third shot lodged in a
fence across the street. Hummer
apparently also fired at his assailant, although it was
unclear whether the sergeant hit his mark.

“The department has absolutely no clues to work
with in this case,” the Alexandria Gazette reported in
a front-page article dated Aug. 18, 1928.

A patrol wagon rushed Hummer to the hospital,
where he was pronounced dead on arrival. About
20 suspects were brought to the police station at City
Hall for questioning. All bridges were blocked, and
cars were searched in an effort to find the murderer.

City Manager Paul Morton offered a $500 reward —
an amount that would be more than $5,000 in today’s
value. Hummer was buried at Ivy Hill Cemetery with
six police officers acting as pallbearers. He was 30.

“There were many wild rumors circulated since the
officer was slain,” the Gazette reported. “Thus far,
however, all have proved barren of results and the
murder may go down as one of Alexandria’s unsolved
mysteries unless something unforeseen develops.”

UNFORTUNATLEY, NOTHING unforeseen devel-
oped. The case remains the only unsolved murder of
an Alexandria police officer — a lingering mystery
that haunts the alley connecting the 200 block of
South Alfred to the 200 block of South Columbus

Street. Flash forward 80 years.
When Office of Historic Alexandria
spokeswoman Amy Bertsch deliv-
ered a presentation about the his-
tory of the Police Department to
the Alexandria Historical Society,
the part about Hummer struck a
chord.

“I was stunned because the
Hummer family lived next door to
where I lived,” said Doug
Thurman, who was president of

the society at the time. “This is the type of thing that
people should remember because these guys are risk-
ing their lives every day of the year.”

After that presentation, which took place last Sep-
tember, momentum started growing for finding ways
to memorialize Hummer — the victim of a once no-
torious crime that has now receded into obscurity.
Slowly, the contours began taking shape, and a coa

The Governor’s Lieutenant
After weeks of rumors about the potential of Councilman Rob

Krupicka considering a run for lieutenant governor, the second-
term City Council member confirmed to the Alexandria Gazette
Packet this week that he is, in fact, mulling it over. A native of
Seattle, Krupicka has lived in Alexandria since 1993. He was first
elected to council in 2003, and he enjoys broad support in the
Del Ray community where he has been building a base of support
for years.

“People have asked me about it,” said Krupicka of a potential
campaign for lieutenant governor. “To be honest, I have mixed
feelings,” said Krupicka. “I’ll probably have something more de-
finitive to say in September.”

The job of lieutenant governor isn’t exactly the highest profile
position in the commonwealth, although the duties include pre-
siding over the Virginia Senate and making rulings during the
General Assembly sessions. The race could be further complicated
by the presidential election. If Democratic presidential candidate
Barack Obama chooses Virginia Gov. Tim Kaine as a running
mate and the duo heads to Washington, Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling
would become governor — opening up the position for someone
like Krupicka to step in and fill the void.

“At this point, I want to focus on promoting early childhood
education and environmental issues,” said Krupicka. “So it’s sort
of my summer project to figure out what the best way to accom-
plish those goals.”

What’s in a Name?
Political campaigns have always used names as a weapon of

sorts, edging out the competitors with a clever turn of phrase.
Who could forget Bill Cleveland’s City Council campaign motto
“Move to Cleveland?” Or Rob Krupicka’s pneumonic reminder
that his name “Rymes with Eureka.” Now that the special elec-
tion for the Alexandria School Board is heading into its final days,
candidates in that race have a few of their own.

“On election day, please give Alexandria a great Marc,” declared
Marc Williams during a candidates’ forum at T.C. Williams High
School last week.

“I want to change my name,” interjected candidate Elynn
Simons.

“District B is for Bernie,” added Bernie Schulz.
“I’m not going to attempt that,” concluded John Leary.

The Learymobile
It’s a time-honored tradition in Alexandria: the Jack Taylor

campaign vehicle. It all started in 2005 when Taylor offered an
in-kind contribution to Dana Lawhorne’s campaign for sheriff.
Then Taylor provided a campaign vehicle emblazoned with Jus-
tin Wilson’s campaign logo during last year’s special election
for the City Council — a vehicle that became known as the
“Justinmobile.” Now the automotive political mogul has donated
a white Toyota minivan to John Leary’s campaign for the School
Board.

Campaign finance documents released this week show a $543
in-kind donation from Taylor to Leary for “use of van with
signage.”

“I thought I had that copyrighted,” joked Wilson upon learning
about the Learymobile.

Do You Live in B?
Tuesday’s special election will not be open to all voters, only

those who live in the central part of the city — known to election
officials as District B. The following precincts will be open from 6
a.m. to 7 p.m. on Aug. 12: Maury Elementary School, George
Mason Elementary School, Agudas Achim Congregation, Blessed
Sacrament Church, MacArthur Elementary School, Chinquapin
Recreation Center, Temple Beth El Synagogue, NOVA Arts Center,
Polk Elementary School, and St James Church.

For more information about the special election, call the
registrar’s office at 703-838-4050 or visit alexandriavoter.org.

— Michael Lee Pope

On the Campaign Trail

Alexandria’s only unsolved murder of a police officer
could prompt a memorial alley.

Welcome to Hummer Alley
An extra edition of the Aug. 18, 1928 Alexandria Gazette reports the murder of Sgt.
Elton Hummer.
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“I think naming the
alley for Hummer is
long overdue. He
was a hero.”

— Ruth Lincoln Kaye,
Alexandria historian
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Christmas in August
Take advantage of reduced

prices on a beautiful selection
of leather bags, art, jewelry
and gorgeous alpaca wraps.
It’s never too soon to start

your holiday shopping!

(between Patrick Henry Streets) •  Closing August 27th

703.683.1389

Store Closing Sale  10-60% Off

1121 King Street

Open  9-6 7 Days

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, VA
CravensNursery.com
2 miles west of I-495
on Rt. 50(Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025

patios, walls
walkways
    paver driveways

and so much more.

25% OFF
ALL TREES
& SHRUBS

Baskets, Fountains,
Benches, Statuary
Herbs, Early Blooming
Perennials, Annuals,

Roses

★ Hot Summer Deals

Hardwood Mulch
3 cu. ft. ...$2.99

50% OFF
Boxed Roses

FREE BUTTERFLY BUSHES
BUY 1, GET 3 FREE

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
FREE W/MIN PURCHASE

40-75%
OFF ALL POTS
60% OFF

Plastic &
Concrete Pots

35% OFF
Arborvitae, Yews

Blue Spruce

Community

Saturday afternoon celebrated the anniversary of
John and Sarah Carlyle moving into their home on
N. Fairfax Street in 1753.

Housewarming at the Carlyle House

Scott Smith portrays an 18th century
surveyor with all of his maps and instru-
ments. It was John West who originally
surveyed in land that is now Alexandria in
the 18th century.

Thomas Bouquet arrives at the mansion pre-
pared to accompany the ladies with his fiddle.

Mr. MacDonald, a tobacco merchant from Glascow, Scot-
land is in town to talk to John Carlyle about having
Virginia tobacco shipped to Glascow for trade.
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ELYNN SIMONS is the ONLY candidate
who knows our schools at ALL levels K-12.

ELYNN SIMONS is the ONLY candidate
who has taught in our schools.

ELYNN SIMONS is the ONLY candidate
who has run her own Alexandria-based
tutoring service for the past 18 years.

ELYNN SIMONS is the ONLY candidate
who has a Master’s Degree in Conflict

Management…she is the consensus builder.

ELYNN SIMONS knows our students…
our teachers…our community.

ELYNN SIMONS,
the ONLY one to
vote for School

Board August 12th

Strong Schools = Strong Communities
Please visit

www.simonsforschoolboard.com
for more information.

Authorized and paid for by Simons for School Board Committee

VOTE ELYNN SIMONS
for SCHOOL BOARD

THIS SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION IS ABOUT:
Our STUDENTS—ensuring that each student reaches his
or her true potential

Our SCHOOLS—providing our schools with the necessary
resources so that Alexandria schools are known for
providing a world-class education for ALL of our students

Our TEACHERS—recognizing our teachers as VALUED
members of our community

Our COMMUNITY—demonstrating to the community how
strong our schools are and how much stronger they will
be with community support

Our FUTURE—moving beyond its past divisiveness and
keeping the focus on:

Our STUDENTS—Our SCHOOLS—Our TEACHERS—
Our COMMUNITY

Friendship Firehouse hosted its annual open house
and block party Saturday afternoon in Old Town.

Community

Friendship Firehouse Celebrates

Alexandria Fire Department Captain
Michael Sharpe lifts a young boy into the
front seat of the fire engine during the
annual open house and block party.

A line of children and their
parents waiting to sit and
tour one of the fire engines
stretches around the far
side of the truck.

Intrigued by the
firefighters mask,

young Jameson
Lover asks

Firefighter Jefferson
Harrison if he can

try it on too.

Captain Luis Santano helps Mary Pawley get into a firefighters clothing. Firefighters get
into all of this clothing and gear in a less than two minutes after the station alarm sounds.

Photos by Louise Krafft

Gazette Packet
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News

Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

T
he raised tables and chairs
that were once popular at
Bittersweet have been
packed away in storage.

The legs of the tables at Hard Times
have been chiseled down several
inches to meet the city’s new height
requirement for outdoor seating. And
the barstools at Old Town Theatre that
ignited the furniture controversy have
been moved inside to an area of the
building owner Roger Fons calls the
“Richmond Room.” Quietly, almost
without notice over the past few
months, barstools have been elimi-
nated from King Street.

“I think it’s totally ridiculous,” said
Fons, who was forced to install $600
worth of new furniture because of the
City Council’s new height restriction
on all outdoor furniture on King
Street. “The City Council should not
try to run other people’s businesses.”

Since the city began a “pilot project”
allowing King Street restaurants to set
up outdoor tables and chairs in 2004,
council members have received a hefty
amount of feedback on the program.
Some did not like the colors chosen
for the furniture. Others were un-
happy about the limited amount of
sidewalk space on lower King Street.
Many people voiced concern over the
silver-and-black barstools at Old Town
Theatre. So when a series of revisions
were moving through city government
earlier this year, Councilman Paul
Smedberg suggested a 32-inch height
maximum to prevent King Street from
taking the appearance of what he
called “an outdoor bar.” The plan was
approved in March, and restaurants
have since found ways to adapt to the
new rule.

“When most people see these stools,
they think of a bar,” said Smedberg.
“To many people, including myself,
King Street just doesn’t seem to be an
appropriate place for barstools.”

THE TENSION between a business

owner’s ability to operate independently
and the city government’s responsibility to
exercise oversight is nothing new in Alex-
andria. Yet the outdoor dining program
seemed to crystallize many lingering dis-
putes between regulators and the regulated.
Bittersweet owner Jody Manor purchased
his raised tables and chairs with every con-
fidence that his new furniture was in full
compliance with city code. But then the
code abruptly changed.

“As with many things the city does, this
seems arbitrary,” said Manor, adding that
the raised tables and chairs were popular

with tourists. “I had an approved permit,
and they changed the rules.”

During the debate over potential changes
to the outdoor dining ordinance, some busi-
nesses argued that setting a height limita-
tion would unfairly target restaurants that
had already invested in raised furniture.
Because the effort was clearly aimed at get-
ting rid of the barstools at the Old Town
Theatre, Fred Parker asked City Council
members if there was a way to creatively
address the problem without creating what

he called “collateral damage.”
“I submit that the high-top tables

used by the Hard Times creates no
more a ‘bar-like’ atmosphere than
do high-top tables in an ice-cream
parlor,” Parker explained to the
City Council members in a Feb. 4
letter. “If people are going to drink
outside and create a nuisance in
the neighborhood, it can be done
just as easily with tables 32 inches
high.”

THAT ARGUMENT didn’t win the
day at City Hall, and council mem-
bers were clearly headed toward
institutionalizing the 32-inch re-
quirement when Councilman Rob
Krupicka suggested that restaurant
owners such as Parker should have
some sort of mechanism for ap-
pealing the rules. If they wanted
to put the time and effort into mak-
ing a case, Krupicka said, the city
should allow them an opportunity
to be heard.

“Most restaurants will not want
to go through a Board of Architec-
tural Review appeal process,” said
Krupicka. “But I thought was
should provide those who wanted
to with the opportunity to make
the case for why their furniture
should be allowed.”

Krupicka’s motion failed on a
six-to-one vote, and King Street
has now become a 32-inch zone.
Smedberg said that he thought the
rules should be uniform, and that
all businesses should have to fol-
low the same code — one that he
said should have been more ex-
plicit when the program was origi-
nally adopted back in 2004. He

disagreed with the criticism that the
City Council has acted in an arbitrary
fashion, defending the new 32-inch
limitation as a necessary regulation
to guard against unwanted changes
that he said were degrading historic
King Street.

“Everything we do in city govern-
ment is a judgment,” said Smedberg.
“So if we are going to have a stan-
dard, it needs to be a consistent one
that applies across the board.”

Restaurants adapt to meet the 36-inch height limitation for outdoor furniture.

Stunted Furniture

Old Town Theatre before. Old Town Theater changes its seat-
ing to garden furniture.

Hard Times Café before.
Hard Times Café lowers its chairs and
tables to meet new city regulations.

“To many people,
including myself, King
Street just doesn’t seem
to be an appropriate
place for barstools.”

— Councilman
Paul Smedberg

“As with many things
the city does, this
seems arbitrary.”

—Jody Manor, owner  of
Bittersweet
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Opinion

L
ocal governments and school
districts are facing the prospect
of actually having less money in
the next budget cycle, and

higher expenses.
While the just-concluded budget

setting included gnashing of teeth
over “shortfalls,” overall this meant
that schools and government pro-
grams didn’t get quite as much of an in-
crease as they needed to continue spend-
ing at the same rate as before.

The looming year will be different. There
will actually be less money, not less of an
increase.

Many families and businesses in North-
ern Virginia have already been coping with

higher costs and less income and without
the option of raising the tax rate.

Alexandria has instituted a budget pro-
cess called the managing for results ini-
tiative that analyzes how the money is

spent and whether each program
does what it is supposed to do and
what the outcome is.  Each action
of the government is analyzed and

the cost of each is named. It is a level of
detail that citizens did not have before.
Alexandria’s public school system should
do the same

But in addition to analyzing themselves,
each locality and school system should seek
the free, expert help that is available right
next door in the process.

Northern Virginia is blessed with residents
that include some of the top economic and
policy minds in the nation. Some would be
willing to donate their time despite busy
lives to analyze and bring perspective to
different parts of the budget.

Each branch of local government should
establish its own “Blue Ribbon Commission”
(using any name each one chooses) to study
these huge, complex budgets, most in the
billions of dollars and containing thousands
of programs.

Seek out citizens with budget and pro-
gram expertise in particular areas, and set
them to work assigned to specific parts of
the budget. Then take their recommenda-
tions seriously.

But in tight times, it’s important to resist
ending programs that are needed and im-
portant, even if we could live without them
for a few years. Some programs should be
eliminated; many can operate on reduced
funding for a few years. But it’s important
to recognize that if you cut something out
entirely, it will probably not be back.

Many families and businesses have faced
cost cutting in the past year at a level that
local governments will probably not have
to achieve. But this year will require that
they actually spend less than they did the
year before.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Seek Help Local governments, schools, authorities,
should get expert, citizen input on budgets.

Editorial
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Letters to the Editor

Vote for
Marc Williams
To the Editor

We, as former School Board Chairs, enthu-
siastically encourage voters in Alexandria to
select Marc Williams for the open seat on
the Alexandria School Board in the special
election to be held on Tuesday Aug. 12.

We believe Marc Williams is the right
choice to bring unity and consensus build-
ing during a very challenging time for the
school system and to provide the support
for the new superintendent who has an ex-
cellent reputation for innovation and prob-
lem solving.

Marc has been deeply engaged in the
school system with three children enrolled;
one in George Mason Elementary School,
one at George Washington Middle School
and one at Minnie Howard School. More
importantly, he has actively participated and
contributed to curriculum reform responsive
to the needs of every child in the school sys-
tem, providing programs to provide chal-
lenge and to advance the individual whether
he or she is a special needs student, in the
middle, or a gifted student. Much more
about Marc is on available at http://
www.marcwilliamsforschoolboard.com/.

Melvin Miller served on the School Board
for nine years and as Chair from 1983-85
at a challenging time to further the excel-
lence of public education in Alexandria.
Carlyle C.  (“Connie”) Ring was on the

school board during the exciting changes
portrayed in the movie “Remember the Ti-
tans” and served as Chair from 1976-78.

We know the qualities that make a good
School Board member and our choice is
Marc Williams.

Melvin Miller
 Carlyle C (Connie) Ring

Teachers Endorse
John Leary

On Tuesday, Aug. 12, the citizens in the
ten precincts that comprise District B will
have an opportunity to choose a new School
Board member. This Board member will
work with the rest of the Board and the new
Superintendent on many policy issues that
are of critical importance to our city’s teach-
ers and support staff. The political action
committee of the Education Association of
Alexandria (EAA), the local affiliate of the
Virginia Education Association (VEA) and
the National Education Association (NEA),
is proud to endorse John Leary in this Spe-
cial Election.

Candidates for the District B school board
seat participated in the same process fol-
lowed by the NEA in endorsing Barack
Obama for President. Each candidate filled
out an extensive questionnaire that asked
about issues of importance to educators,
and qualifications for serving on the Board.
A panel comprised of the EAA’s elected lead-

ership then interviewed each candidate.
After this process was complete, the panel’s
choice was clear. John Leary is the candi-
date for School Board who we believe has
the experience and qualities necessary to
be a successful School Board member.

It is the job of the EAA’s political action
committee to work on behalf of its nearly
1,000 members to determine who is best-
qualified and will be the most effective ad-
vocate for our students and staff. We be-
lieve that person is John Leary. Please con-
sider giving him your vote on Aug. 12.

Francis Chase
President

Education Association of Alexandria

The Straight Facts
About Open
Enrollment Honors

We have worked closely with Marc and
Nancy Williams for nearly three years to
bring more opportunities to all students
who want to work hard and undertake a
more challenging course of study.

We are writing to set the record straight.
For a decade or more, ACPS has offered

open enrollment honors and AP classes in
grades 9–12. In 2003, the administration
and the previous school board implemented
the first open enrollment honors course in
middle school. This offering, in science, was

well-received. Nevertheless, no progress
was made in implementing other open en-
rollment honors classes for core offerings
in language arts, math, and social studies.

Following the election of eight of nine new
school board members in 2006, the School
Board’s Curriculum Committee directed the
administration in September to flesh out
how honors could be expanded in the
middle school. In December 2006, the ad-
ministration delivered a proposal to phase
in language arts and social studies honors
classes over a two-year period, and which
completely ignored mathematics. This pro-
posal lacked a sense of urgency and would
have delayed implementation of core hon-
ors offerings to the detriment of significant
numbers of Alexandria’s middle schoolers
who would have lost the opportunity to bet-
ter challenge themselves. But the Board lis-
tened carefully to the issues raised by a large
group of concerned parents led by Marc
Williams, the undersigned and many oth-
ers, and chose a less timid approach.

When the School Board authorized imple-
mentation of additional open enrollment
honors classes, it did not do so pursuant to
the recommendation of the ACPS Adminis-
tration or the Talented and Gifted Advisory
Committee (TAGAC). In fact, the TAGAC
recommended even less, asking that the
transition be made on a “pilot” basis and
beginning in a single grade for fall 2007.
The plan did not include any option for open

See Letters,  Page 12
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Now! 1,000s of pictures of sports, graduations,
current events and more—never published, but
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available for prints.

ConnectionNewspapers.com

Photo Galleries

Letters

By John Leary

F
ew matters are of more impor
tance to parents than the educa
tion of their children. As the fa
ther of three sons who will attend

Alexandria’s public schools over the next fif-
teen years, I have a considerable interest in
the success of our schools, and how well they
teach and nurture my kids, and the kids of
every other parent in our city. That is the rea-
son I am a candidate for the school board in
the August 12th special election in District B.

I am a life-long resident of Alexandria. I
am a proud graduate of T.C. Williams High
School, and not a day goes by that I am not
grateful for the education I received in this
city. But I know that the task facing
Alexandrians now is to move our schools from
being good to being excellent, to make them
the best in the region and the Commonwealth.

This year the school board will put in place
a strategic plan that will set the course of
our school system for the next four to five
years. During this process, I am committed
to providing leadership in several important
areas: increased transparency and efficiency
of operations; better communications be-
tween and among teachers, administrators
and parents; and, importantly, more account-
able governance.

Transparency – Every parent and taxpayer
should have the information they need to

make informed choices for their children, their
schools, and their community. Accordingly,
one of my priorities will be to ensure that all
appropriate policies, procedures, and proceed-
ings of our school board, central office and
schools are readily accessible on the Internet,
and in-person at the School Board’s offices.

Efficiency – In these uncertain economic
times, we must take particular care to see
that our precious taxpayer dollars are being
spent wisely. To that end, there must be ad-
equate metrics in place to enable the Board
and the community to evaluate how success-
fully policy goals and objectives are being
met. As a public affairs professional who di-
rects multi-million dollar client projects, I am
accustomed to finding ways to achieve effi-
ciencies and deliver results. We should once
again explore opportunities to collaborate
with the City to eliminate redundant services
and achieve economies of scale and efficien-
cies that otherwise would not be possible.

Communications – As a professional who
has spent the last seventeen years working
in the public policy arena, I’m acutely aware
of the vital role that communications play
in the success or failure of any endeavor.
One notable example in our city is the sig-
nificant increase in the number of neighbor-
hood families who have chosen to attend
Maury in recent years. This change resulted
not only from successful programmatic
changes, but also because of effective com-

munication of those improvements to citi-
zens. My wife, Maureen, and I are proud to
have been involved with those efforts within
our community. On a system-wide basis, we
can and should do more to inform the com-
munity of our schools’ many notable suc-
cesses. Among other things, I believe we
have an underutilized resource in ACPS’
cable channel that could be leveraged to
engage more citizens.

Governance – School Boards in Virginia
are entrusted with evaluating and adopting
policies to improve achievement for all stu-
dents. In shouldering this responsibility, an
old proverb comes to mind: Failing to plan
is planning to fail. If elected, as part of the
upcoming strategic planning process, I will
be a tireless and effective advocate for: small
class sizes across all schools; an appropri-
ately challenging curriculum for every stu-
dent; consistency of quality instruction;
meaningful partnerships between our com-
munity and schools; and, an increased fo-
cus on environmentally sustainable schools.

Candidates for office should have both a
cogent and compelling plan of action, as well
as a proven track record of accomplishment.
My vision for the future of our schools is
based upon my experience within our
schools – as a student, parent, taxpayer, PTA
officer, and School Board Advisory Commit-
tee member. I am the President-elect of the
Maury PTA and a former member of the

School Health Advisory Committee.
My wife, Maureen, is a teacher and a na-

tive Alexandrian who has been involved in
school and city activities for many years. We
are raising our three sons, Brendan, Sean,
and Colin, in a way that reinforces the con-
cepts of community and responsibility, and
which views our schools as partners in that
important endeavor.

I’m confident that my long-term perspec-
tive and community involvement will be
helpful in providing a moderating voice on
our School Board after several years of un-
necessary and often damaging distractions
and divisions. With a nationally respected
Superintendent starting next month, we
should all be focused on the future – a fu-
ture that promises to be bright and success-
ful if we work together.

I am honored to have the endorsement of
Alexandria’s teachers in this election, an en-
dorsement all four candidates sought. I’m also
honored to have the support of respected
Alexandrians such as Ferdinand Day and
Kerry Donley who have helped make our city
the place we love to call home today.

If you’d like to learn more, please visit our
campaign Web site at www.JohnLeary.org.
If you have any questions or would like to
share your thoughts on our schools, I’m in-
terested in hearing from you. You can reach
me by e-mail at: john@johnleary.org. Please
vote this Tuesday, Aug. 12.

Moving Our Schools Forward… Together
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Business

IAH Names New
Chief Medical Officer

Inova Alexandria Hospital has named
John Audett, MD, as its new chief medical
officer. In that capacity he will be respon-
sible for the oversight of the Medical Af-
fairs Office as well as physician relations
and patient quality and safety.

Audett, with more than 20 years experi-
ence in healthcare, served as senior vice
president and vice president of medical af-
fairs at Kent Hospital in Warwick, R.I., be-
fore coming to Alexandria. In that capacity
he led the medical staff and plotted the stra-
tegic direction for the hospital, according

to Inova Health System.
He also implemented a Rapid Response

Team and served as the hospital’s liaison
with the Warwick community. Prior to join-
ing Kent Hospital, Dr. Audett owned an in-
ternal medicine private practice and held
the position of general medical officer for
the U.S. Health Service.

“Dr. Audett has a proven track record of
achievement and we’re very excited that he
will join us. We are all confident that his
experience and commitment to quality
healthcare will continue to enhance our
level of service to the community,” said
Christine Candio, CEO, IAH.

Dr. Audett graduated from and trained at
the University of St. Louis School of Medi-

cine. He earned a Master’s Degree in Busi-
ness Administration from the University of
Rhode Island and completed studies at the
American College of Physician Executives.

—Chuck Hagee

 IAH Nurse Wins
DAISY Award

Cari Freeman, RN, was recently named
Inova Alexandria Hospital’s first recipient
of the DAISY Award for extraordinary nurs-
ing. Freeman, who works in the hospital’s
oncology unit, was recognized for consis-
tently nurturing cancer patients and

mentoring new nurses.
“Cari goes above and beyond in caring

for patients. The DAISY Award program is
one way for us to recognize dedicated
nurses who really make a difference in the
lives of patients and their families,” said Joy
Solomita, RN, chief nurse executive, IAH.

The non-profit DAISY Foundation, based
in California, was established by family
members in memory of J. Patrick Barnes
who died in 1999 at the age of 33 from com-
plications of an auto-immune disease. The
care Barnes and his family received from
nurses while he was ill inspired this unique
means of thanking nurses for their care and
caring.

—Chuck Hagee

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

P
atricia Webb had been a member
at Club Tan for more than a de
cade when the business abruptly
shut its doors on June 30. Like

all the other customers of Club Tan, Webb
had no advance notice that the business
would soon be closing and she now believes
that her loyalty to the tanning salon was
abused. With an economy in freefall and a
business climate in peril, the plight of Club
Tan customers could form a template that
is repeated with some frequency.

Webb, who estimates that the salon owes
her anywhere from $50 to $100 worth of
unused credits, said “And I
think this is a kind of prob-
lem that we could start see-
ing more frequently.”

Fairfax County government
records indicate that Club Tan
opened in 1993. It was lo-
cated in a strip mall known as
the Plaza at Landmark, just
across the boundary with the
city of Alexandria. Govern-
ment documents show that the owners ap-
plied for a business tax license every year
through 2007. But the incorporation did not
file for a business tax license in 2008, so
it’s clear that owners Jeff and Darlene
Davison knew their operation would be
closing at some point. Yet Webb did not
learn that the tanning salon had closed its
doors until the owner of a nearby nail sa-
lon told her that the business abruptly shut
down on June 30.

“They didn’t just decide to close on June
30,” said Webb while standing outside the
shuttered business last week.

THE STORY OF Club Tan is a sad one for
Webb, who said she had many friendly en-
counters with the husband-and-wife team

who owned and operated the store. She
even recalls Darlene Davison telling her
about the family’s new antique business in
McGaheysville, a small community near
Harrisonburg in the Blue Ridge Mountains.
When the Fairfax County Office of Con-
sumer Affairs received Webb’s formal com-
plaint, they sent a copy to a McGaheysville
address listed on government documents as
a forwarding address.

“At this point, we are still waiting for a
response from the Davisons,” said Susan
Jones, branch chief for the Fairfax County
Department of Consumer Affairs.

But even if the Davisons never respond,
Jones said, the county’s Department of Con-
sumer Affairs could only post an Internet

notification that Club Tan was
not responsive to complaints
— a recourse that would do
little to damage a tanning
business that’s no longer op-
erational. Repeated calls to
the Davisons’ new phone
number in McGaheysville
went unreturned, although
the voice mail message indi-
cated that Jeff and Darlene

Davison are now selling “designer party
chocolates.”

“The bottom line is that we can’t force a
business to respond to complaints,” said
Jones.

IF CLUB TAN HAD been a health spa, its
customers would be covered under the pro-
visions of the Virginia Health Spa Act. Cre-
ated in 1984, the act stipulates that eligible
health spa members must be issued refunds
within 30 days of closure. Yet no such pro-
vision exists for members of tanning salons.
A spokesman for Del. Brian Moran (D-46),
whose district includes the Plaza at Land-
mark, said that extending the provisions of
the Health Spa Act to other businesses could
be a potential remedy to stem future abuses.

“There’s no question that a solution is
warranted,” said Jesse Ferguson, commu-
nications director for Moran. “That could
be a practical remedy or a legislative fix or
a mixture of the two.”

Practically speaking, Webb could seek to
get her money back in small claims court.
Yet proving the case would be difficult be-
cause the records about how many hours
she had on her account are in possession of
the Davisons. Because she had been regu-
larly using the service for more than a de-
cade, Webb said, she did not feel like she
had to keep detailed records of when she
paid money and how many tanning hours
she had left on her account. Yet it’s unclear
whether Club Tan could be subject to an
action under the Virginia Consumer Protec-
tion Act.

“Every breach of contract is not a viola-
tion of the Virginia Consumer Protection
Act,” said David Irvin, chief of the Virginia
attorney general’s consumer litigation sec-
tion. “For there to be a violation, we would
have to be able to prove a misrepresenta-
tion or deception.”

PROVING DECEPTION might be diffi-
cult, although county officials say that Club
Tan would have technically been in viola-
tion if money was accepted with no inten-
tion of providing services in return. Docu-
menting a misrepresentation would prove
challenging, although county records indi-
cate that Jeff and Darlene Davison never
applied for a business tax license for 2008
— meaning they were in operation from
Jan. 1 to June 3 without having filed for
the necessary paperwork.

According to Fairfax County spokesman
Jeremy Lasich, the county will implement
a statutory assessment essentially filing a
retroactive business license tax the Daivsons
should have filed last year. Depending on
the gross receipts of the business, Club Tan
could be fined anywhere from $30 to $50
for the license plus a 10 percent penalty for
not filing in time in addition to interest on
the late payment. Meanwhile, Webb said she
is still waiting for a refund.

“These are nice people who made a bad
decision,” she said, peering into the dark-
ened strip mall property.

What happens when a tanning salon shuts its
doors and the owners leave  town without
refunding customers?

Tanning Salon Fades Away

Patricia Webb peers into the darkened former location of Club Tan.

Photo by Michael Lee Pope/Gazette Packet

“These are
nice people
who made a
bad decision.”

— Patricia Webb

Business Briefs
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against children. Detective Lawhorne ap-
peared at football games and dances, break-
ing up fights and chasing teenagers down
city streets. In 2005, he ended a 23-year
career with the police department to be-
come sheriff and began quietly transform-
ing the office.

“He’s even changed the way the phones
are answered,” said Harry Covert, a public-
information officer for the Sheriff’s Office.
“Dana is a people person, and I think that’s
reflected in the kinds of changes he’s made
since taking office.”

In ways large and small, Lawhorne has ex-
panded the role of the office. He created a
liaison program for civic associations, prov-
ing lines of communication that had not pre-
viously existed. He joined Chief Baker in “Op-
eration Clean Sweep, arresting 61 felons and
serving 88 outstanding criminal warrants. He
worked with the Virginia attorney general’s
office to reduce victimization of elderly citi-
zens. He even acquired a K-9 “bomb dog”
named Sherman from the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms. When the jail’s air-con-
ditioning broke, he brought in large chunks
of ice to cool the inmates.

“He’s not a morning person,” warned Deputy
Sheriff Monique Edwards. “But once he has a
cup of coffee, he’ll start cracking jokes.”

Community

One of the ways Sheriff Dana Lawhorne has transformed the office is by making more community appear-
ances, such as this week’s National Night Out.

From Page 3
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Sheriff’s Office
Transformed

FAMOUS FOR HIS goofy sensibility,
Lawhorne will frequently use his sense of
humor to lighten the mood and make
those around him feel more comfortable.
Take, for example, that hat. According to
Sheriff Lawhorne, his uniform could be
disheveled and his clothes could be
wrinkled. But nobody would notice those

things once he puts on that eight-point
hat.

“Watch this,” he says, doffing the cap
and ambling toward the National Night
Out crowd assembled at Lenox Place. “No-
tice how long it takes before someone com-
ments on the hat.”

He introduced himself to a crowd munch-

ing on barbeque and listening to blues mu-
sic. They turned their attention to the sher-
iff and notice the hat. Lawhorne engages
them in small talk about the weather. Within
20 seconds, one of the barbeque-eating men
told the sheriff how much he likes the hat.

“What did I tell you?” Lawhorne asks with
a grin.
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Marc
WILLIAMS

for School Board
Believe in Every Child

“Marc has demonstrated his commitment to providing a quality education for All
children in the ACPS system.” —A. Melvin Miller, Former Chair, Alexandria School Board

“I’ve researched the candidates and come to believe that Marc Williams brings
the best promise of a progressive, positive and reasonable approach to strength-
ening the public educational efforts in our community.”

—Ken Hill, Chair, Alexandria-Gyumri, Armenia Sister Cities Committee

“While I was on the TAG Advisory Committee, Marc encouraged me to find my
own voice and advocate for what I believed in. I know that as part of the school
board, Marc will become the voice of many who have been ignored. Vote for
Marc.” —Gretchen Colon Miranda, former Talented and Gifted Advisory Committee member

“Marc impresses me with his willingness to listen, his calm demeanor as well as
his understanding the issues facing all students—including those with disabilities.
I urge you to vote for the future and support Marc in the special election.”

—David Cordell, Former Co-chair of ACPS Special Education Advisory Committee

“Marc has been an advocate for children for many years. He is a born leader with
long standing involvement in the Alexandria community. I look forward to voting
for him on August 12th.”—Scott Littky, Chair, Family Life Education Advisory Committee, ACPS

“This special election is NOT about partisan politics—this is
about ALL the school children of Alexandria. Vote for our kids—
vote for Marc Williams.”

—Jim Laychak, parent of TC Williams and GW student

“As a brand new US citizen I am aware that voting and participa-
tion in the democratic process is my responsibility rather than a
choice. It is with honor and pride that my first vote in America
goes to Marc.” —Silke Duke, parent of ACPS student

I Would Appreciate Your Vote On August 12.
www.marcwilliamsforschoolboard.com

Paid for and authorized by Marc Williams for School Board.

A. Melvin Miller
Jane Ring
Connie Ring
Kathleen M. Burns
Pam Walkup
Norm Lodato
Ruthanne Lodato
Tim Ahern
Eileen Ahern
George Pera
Nancy Pera
Margaret Ticer Janowsky
Carter Flemming
Mary Jane Atwater
Walter Atwater
Opal Beverly
Walter Beverly
Mary Giordano
James Giordano
Willie Moncure
Priscilla Goodwin
Michael Goodwin
Pat Bowman

Joe Bowman
Sandy Freedman
Mary Embrey
John Embrey
Heather O’Neill Jelks
Freeman Jelks
Nina Patterson Tyree
Walter Tyree
Alesia Frerichs
Stephen Frerichs
Vickie Cattaneo
Paul Cattaneo
Mary Claire Murphy
Robin Murphy
Paula Timmons
John Timmons
Steve Cloud
Susan Cloud
Laurie Chester
Geoff Chester
Chris Giblin
Nancy Giblin
Brian Corcoran

Lee Guerry
Witney Schneidman
Eugenie Ballering
Chris Wolz
Jim Laychak
Lynn Laychak
Joyce Draper
Jim Draper
David Rainey
Meghan Rainey
Barbara Fallon
Bob Fallon
Annie Vroom
Peter Vroom
Cindy Anderson
Mark Anderson
Jen Collins
Chuck Collins
Aileen LaGanza
Dennis LaGanza
Becky Sullivan
John Sullivan
Andrew Blair

Kathryn Blair
John Ladd
Beth Ladd
Sharon Forsythe Luther
Pen Agnew
Elizabeth Agnew
Marjorie K. Conner
Bonnie Rossello
Bill Rossello
Lucia Lodato
Dorene Pickup
Jim Pickup
Linda Vilardo
Dan Vilardo
Malicia Kromer
John Kromer
Kathy Whitmire
Jerry Whitmire
Becky Davies
Abby Chester
Eric Braun
Susan Braun
Kate Crawley

Jeanne DeGradi
Nadine Bates
Ben Bates
Gina Lodato
Todd Schneider
Elizabeth Schneider
Betsy Wong
Bill Gallagher
Barbara Boehm
Phyllis Andes
Melissa Reed
Paula Bracken
Jeff Epperson
Karen Epperson
Susan Hyre
Chris Miles
Laura Miles
Marilyn Siwek
Amy Reed
Mike Bomberger
Kim Bomberger
Felicia Littky
John A. Ordway

DISTRICT B ENDORSERS

enrollment honors classes in
math, something still sought by
the group of parents Marc had
helped organize.

 Many people played a role in
getting the Board to approve this
expansion, but the facts demon-
strate that Marc Williams has
worked hard through thick and
thin. Specifically, Marc was instru-
mental in convincing the TAGAC,
even though he was not a mem-

From Page 12
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ber of that committee, to hold a
board level public forum at which
nearly every speaker asked the
board for more opportunities for
hard-working, high-achieving stu-
dents. Likewise, Marc helped lead
the effort to build community sup-
port and express that support
through two public letters signed
by numerous concerned parents
exhorting the Board to expand
academic offerings in the middle
school.

All elections matter. If you live

in School Board District B, we
urge you to vote for Marc Will-
iams on Aug. 12 to continue the
direction of providing opportuni-
ties to all students for academic
excellence. Your vote will make a
difference.

Beth Ladd
John Ladd

Aileen LaGanza
Dennis LaGanza

David Rainey
Meghan Rainey

See Letters,  Page 13

Good Energy
Ideas
To the Editor

Gas prices recently reached an
all-time high. Families are feeling
these prices every day, forced to
make tough choices and looking
for relief.

Sen. John McCain says he has a
plan – a Gas Tax Holiday. This isn’t
a plan with Virginia families in
mind. The truth is Sen. McCain’s

plan would save Virginians no
more than $30 over the entire
summer – only half a tank of gas!
In turn, it would cost our state over
$188 million that we need for our
roads and highways and over
6,000 jobs across the common-
wealth.

Sen. McCain’s plan is exactly
why we need real change and
why I am supporting Sen. Barack
Obama this November. Sen.
Obama will move aggressively to
reduce our dependence on for-
eign oil. He’s proposed investing
$150 billion over 10 years in re-
newable fuels, a plan that would
create 5 million new, good-pay-
ing jobs.

To help Virginia families imme-
diately, Sen. Obama has called for
a second stimulus package. He
would also enact a tax cut for the
middle class that would mean up
to an additional $1,000 annually
in the pockets of Virginia families.

He also believes we need to
force the energy companies to use
or lose 68 million acres of federal
oil and gas leases they’re stockpil-
ing, and he’s offered a plan to close
loopholes to curb energy specula-
tion that’s driving up the cost of
oil.

We need leaders who are will-
ing to stand up and tell us not only
what we want to hear, but what
we need to know. It is time for real
solutions, not gimmicks. And that’s
why I hope you will join me in
supporting Barack Obama.

George E. Ross
Alexandria

Use Housing
Vouchers
To the Editor,

The article “ARHA Sees
Braddock Differently” (31 July
2008) contains two errors that,
uncorrected, serve to shift blame
for problems associated with pub-
lic housing redevelopment away
from local officials and to either
the federal government or an un-
defined concept of “economic vi-
ability,” as well as to mask a
broader problem with the city’s
approach to public housing.

The first is the statement from
P&Z Director Faroll Hamer: “There
must be two market rate units for
every public housing unit in order
to maintain the area’s economic
viability.” This is not true; the eco-
nomic viability of the Parker-Gray
neighborhood is not dependent on
the ratio of public to market-rate
units. In fact, its economic vitality
has been depressed for genera-
tions by concentrated public hous-
ing.
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Michael B. Rogers, DDS
Dennis J. Holly, DMD

4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDental.com

Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage the
patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for surgery. I regard him
as one of the premier dentists in the non-surgical management of TMJ
Disorders.” —Dr. Joseph Arzadon

“Very professional environment, excellent level of service, up-to-date
dental technology.” — Anne

“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my concerns
seriously.” — Mary 

“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop relationships with
your patients.” — Kim

“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat your patients
with respect and courtesy in a way that  is extremely rare.” — Nancy

Trusted  Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.

Cosmetic Dental Services:
• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• In Office Whitening
• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually painless anesthesia

Unique Dental Services:
• Dental Sleep Appliance
• Computer Preview of New Smile

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere
• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
   during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
  Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile Magazine
  & TMJ News-n-Views

Testimonials

BETSY TWIGG
703-284-9389 • 703-967-4391
www.betsytwigg@infre.com

Arl ington North $979,000
Move in Before September

Newer 4 bedroom 3.5 bath front porch
colonial nestled on a low care lot in
Arlington’s popular Country Club Manors
neigthborhood. Desirable
details include eat-in kitchen with granite
countertops, stainless steel appliances
and ceramic tile flooring opening to fam-
ily room with fireplace and door to expan-
sive deck. The open flowing floorplan
combines traditional elements with con-
temporary style and is ideal for entertain-
ing and daily living. The recently-finished
lower level features a walk-out, daylight rec room with high ceilings and recessed lighting,
French doors opening to a den, full bathroom and storage. Located in the Jamestown,
Williamsburg, Yorktown school district, the home is within walking distance of parks and near
shops and restaurants. Commuting is a breeze to either Washington, Tyson’s Corner, Dulles
Tech Corridor and Maryland business and medical centers.  Please see pho-
tos at betsytwigg.LNFRE.com or call 703-967-4391 to see this home today.

From Page 12
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The ratio Ms. Hamer proposes
relates only to the viability of the
specific redevelopment project.
She is claiming that the estimated
profits gained from the sale of two
new market-rate units are needed
to pay for a single redeveloped
public housing unit. If 500 public
housing units must be replaced,
then 1,000 market-rate units
must be built. Yet Ms. Hamer is
ignoring other alternatives to the
costly approach of building re-
placement housing units from the
ground up.

The second is the reporter’s
statement related to the 500
ARHA units in the plan area:
“That number must be main-
tained or replaced one for one in
order to comply with U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) rules.” This is
also incorrect; there is no HUD
rule requiring one-for-one main-
tenance or replacement. A quick
review of HUD policy and press
releases shows that HUD is sup-
porting and touting projects that
reduce the density of public hous-
ing in urban areas. HUD is not
supportive of programs, like
Alexandria’s, that concentrate
public housing.

The linkage between these two
errors, and the real reason for the
City’s continued efforts to main-
tain concentrated public housing
in Parker-Gray, is the City’s anach-
ronistic approach to a flawed leg-
islative act, Resolution 830. This
act, passed in 1982 and based al-
most completely on a 1972 reso-
lution, requires that no public
housing unit be demolished unless
a replacement unit is available,
and fixes the number of public
housing units at 1,150. The City
Council and ARHA continue, in the
face of local opposition, evidence
to the contrary, and a nation-wide
shift away from concentrated
brick-and-mortar public housing,
to treat that resolution as requir-
ing one-for-one replacement at the
existing locations. If unchallenged,
they will succeed in continuing a
long tradition of maintaining con-
centrated poverty in a small sec-
tion of the city, this time with the
hope that market-rate units will
mask the problem.

A solution to this problem is
simple and at hand: end the reli-
ance on a 1940’s-era view of hous-
ing assistance for low-income resi-
dents, and shift to housing vouch-
ers. This will allow public hous-
ing residents to choose where they
would like to live, and help to
eliminate concentrated poverty in
our city.

Todd Foust
Alexandria

The Gazette Packet welcomes views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed.

Include home address and home and business numbers. Letters are
routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors. Send

to:

Letters to the Editor
Gazette Packet

Call: 703-917-6431.
By e-mail: maweber@connectionnewspapers.com

Write
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Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com,Realtors®

Alexandria $1,149,000
Gracious 3 level, 3 bedrm, 2.5 bath Colonial w/large
family rm. 1 fireplace & amazing yard. Off-street
parking. Convenient to Old Town & Del Ray.

211 W. Uhler Terrace
Christine Garner   703-587-4855

$329,000
Charming beauty! Stylish 2 bedrm w/huge LL,
storage, workout rm, hardwd floors & balcony.
Stunning!

4819 30th Street #B-1
Sue Feinthel   703-819-1964

Alexandria $625,000
Just listed & perfectly priced! Center hall Col. in prime location
w/4 upper lvl bedrms & 2.5 baths. Hdwd flrs, FP, large lvl
fenced yard & walk-out LL. Well-maintained. One block to pool.

8721 Camden Street
Joni Koons 703-209-7277•Greg Koons 703-209-7678

Arlington $1,599,000
New 3 level, 5 bedrm, 5.5 bath Arts & Crafts home on 10,000
s.f. level lot! Open floor plan is ideal for entertaining or
casual living! Convenient to shopping, restaurants, & D.C.

3118 Kensington Street
Christine Garner   703-587-4855

Alex./South $499,999
Updated 3 bedrm, 2 bath Rambler w/fantastic rec rm addition.
Renovated kitchen, new hall bath & large fenced backyard.
Minutes to Van Dorn Metro, I-495 & shops/restaurants of Kings-
towne & Old Town. 6017 Mayfair Lane

Jennifir Bobsein  703-835-1256

Alex./Old Town $732,000
Newly priced! Spacious light-filled end unit on unique O. T.
block. Charming living rm w/fireplace, dining rm, 3 bedrms, 2.5
baths, LL office, gorgeous flrs & new kit w/granite & SS
appliances. Lovely walled garden & parking easement.

911 South St. Asaph Street
Jean Varney  703-371-8854

Alexandria
$869,900

Beautiful 4-lvl TH
convenient to
D.C., Pentagon &
O.T. 4 bedrms,
3.5+.5 baths,
hardwd flrs & big
walk-in closets,
2-car garage.
Community
amenities include
pool & tennis
courts.
702 Arch Hall Lane

Bob Bazzle
703-599-8964

Alexandria
$836,900

Almost-new fully
loaded townhome
w/3 bedrms, 3.5
baths, gourmet
kitchen, huge
center island &
luxurious master
suite. Rooftop
terrace
w/beautiful views.
Close to Metro.
724 Carpenter Road

Eva Damelin
703-625-2EVA

Alex./Old Town
$825,000

“Yates Gardens.”
Glorious light flows
in this brick 4-level
updated home
w/parking, 4
bedrms & 2.5
baths. Renovated
kitchen/baths.
Must see top floor
addition!

911
South Lee Street
Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Alexandria $157,000
Light & bright, spacious 1 bedrm, 1 bath condo overlooking trees.
Lovely updates thru-out. “Wall of Windows.”  Marble tiled foyer &
kitchen. Huge balcony. Lots of storage. Tucked away just inside
Beltway!

7759 Donnybrook Court #206
Marianne Welds   703-869-1320

Alexandria
$589,900

Huge 3-level
townhome w/3
bedrms. 3.5 baths.
Master suite
w/walk-in closet,
deck & family rm
off kitchen
w/granite. LL walk-
out to deck &
fenced yard.
“Keats” Model.

5769 Governors
Pond Drive
Bob Bazzle

703-599-8964
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703.535.7875
311 North Washington Street
In Old Town Alexandria
Between Princess & Queen
Find a complete list of our services on our website
www.aidaspaoldtown.com Allure Magazine’s Top Rated Waxer

2006-2007

Aida Fekir
Paris Trained Esthetician

Since 1983

Professional Services
in a

Private Setting

Advanced Liquid Oxygen Infusion Therapy
❀ 2 Powerful Therapies in 1 Treatment ❀

The newest breakthrough in antiaging repairs damaged skin
by boosting the skin’s metabolism and ability to heal.

Microdermabrasion with crystals followed by refining
organic grains provides superior smoothing. Complete the

treatment with an Oxygen Infusion that Controls Breakouts
and Congestion, Reduces Dark Circles, Fine Lines,

Wrinkles, Puffy Eyes and Dull Looking Skin.

Call Aida Today
for your Appointment

Business

“Russian Kettlebells” —
Caviar They Are Not
Don’t try this
without an
instructor and
training

Darius Gilbert, co-owner, Dynamic Solutions, puts on a
weight lifting demonstration using Russian “Kettlebells”
during the grand opening.

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

R
ussians don’t use
simple dumbbells
when they exercise.
They prefer

“Kettlebells.” And, that takes some
serious getting used to.

That was the point being made
last Saturday at the grand open-
ing of Dynamic Solutions, a new
health and fitness center, at 6328
H Richmond Highway, in the
Krispy Korner Shopping Center.
The star of the opening was what
some have described as “a cannon-
ball with a handle.”

“It’s an intimidating piece of
equipment, but for a growing
number of people, this is all they
need to get a whole body work-
out. This is much more dynamic.
It involves all the body’s muscles,”
said Christina Smith, co-owner,
Dynamic Solutions, along with
Darius Gilbert.

Used in Russia since the 1700’s,
kettlebells are believed to have
originated as weights in the local markets and
evolved as people started throwing them around for
amusement. Kettlebells have become popular among
certain fitness groups including the U.S. military,
police and fire departments, sports teams, and mar-
tial arts enthusiasts, according to Smith.

“My clients used to be mostly serious
athletes who came after all the buzz the
Russian athletes got in the 80’s training
with kettlebells. Then it became popu-
lar with the military because they no-
ticed dramatic changes in their power
and stamina,” Gilbert said. “Now I see
more and more women and weekend
warriors because they’ve heard that they
can get a better workout in a shorter
time. People don’t have two hours to
spend in a gym doing cardio and
weights. They don’t expect a quick fix,
but they do want to see results.”

That was evident from the crowd that poured into
the basement center last Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. More than 70 potential customers had visited
the demonstration opening before noon, according
to Smith, a certified holistic life style coach and meta-
bolic advisor. The latter teaches people how to con-
trol their diet according to their genetic makeup.

Three Dynamic Solutions instructors joined Gilbert,
who is Russian Kettlebell certified, in demonstrating
the proper use of the strange looking weights, that
actually do resemble a cannonball with a handle,
for the audience inside the health center.
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Unlike traditional dumbbells and weight machines,
kettelbells are markedly different. The weight is not
evenly distributed. The user’s body has to act as a
counter balance.

Kettlebell exercise involves lifting, swinging, press-
ing and pulling this uneven weight. In one
demonstration Gilbert pressed an 88
pound kettlebell above his head with one
arm. “I normally work with 55 pound
kettlebells,” he acknowledged after he
lowered it to the floor.

Each movement requires not only work
from the target muscle, but also from sta-
bilizing muscles to counter the momen-
tum and gravity. The result is a more effi-
cient, effective total body workout, accord-
ing to Smith.

The kettlebell is ideal for anyone trying
to burn fat quickly, increase flexibility, mobility and
agility, build muscle strength, boost energy levels,
reduce stress and tension in the body, and get re-
sults fast for optimum wellness, according to Gilbert.

Dynamic Solutions is part of a new trend by fit-
ness studios to help clients obtain overall health and
wellness, Smith explained. “We do it by combining
the old with the new,” she said.

Russian Kettlebells, yoga and QiCong, a medita-
tion exercise similar to Tai Chi, are offered along with
modern services such as life style coaching, and other
services at Dynamic Solutions. Additional informa-
tion can be found at www.kettlebellstronginva.com.

“It’s an
intimidating
piece of
equipment.”
—Darius Gilbert,

co-owner, Dy-
namic Solutions



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  August 9-13, 2008  ❖  21www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

“I Lost 30 lbs, in 12 Weeks!”

“After 1 year I am over 100 lbs. lighter. I feel great; love my
new look, and most of all love being able to shop anywhere I want.

Fitness Together’s 12-week personal training program has changed my life!”
-Wendy

Gift Certificates Available

10% Off
Mid Day
Workouts

12

KENWOOD SCHOOL
Educational Excellence at an Affordable Price

Preschool
thru

Sixth Grade
All school experiences at
Kenwood are challenging
and exciting. Small classes
provide opportunities for
students to work to their
highest potential.

Individual progress is
carefully guided to stimulate
curiosity and creativity. Each
student’s intellectual
growth, personal self-
discipline, social values, and
emotional maturity are the
result of a school philosophy
that emphasizes a joy and
love of learning.

Annandale, VA
703-256-4711

www.kenwoodschool.com

Del Ray Celebrates
Alexandria Police Chief David Baker takes the stage at the Mt. Vernon Community
Center field welcoming everyone to the National Night Out activities Tuesday. Del
Ray was one of several neighborhoods who celebrated the event with music,
dance and food and visits from their local police.
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National Night Out
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Sports
Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Eric J. Gilmore

703-917-6438 or  egilmore@connectionnewspapers.com

T
he Northern Virginia Swimming League
(NVSL) held their individual all-star meet
on Aug. 2 at Little Rocky Run pool in
Centreville.

Top swimmers from each of the 17 divisions com-
peted for the honor of league’s best swimmer in their
respective event or events. Individual medley races
started first and the team relay events were elimi-
nated. Regardless of the abbreviated contest, those
in attendance witnessed close finishes and dominat-
ing performances alike.

Though all the swimmers who competed repre-
sented the elite in the NVSL, a few stars shone bright-
est. Winners of multiple events included: Cassidy
Bayer of Mount Vernon (girls eight and under back-
stroke and butterfly); Miller Surette of Lee-Graham
(boys 9-10 breaststroke and IM); Suzanne Dolan of
Overlee (girls 9-10 freestyle and backstroke); Janet
Hu of Mosby Woods (girls 11-12 freestyle and IM);
Alessandra Troncoso of Old Keene Mill (girls 13-14
breaststroke and IM); Sean Fletcher of Hunter Mill
(boys 15-18 butterfly and IM); and Ashley Danner
of Cottontail (girls 15-18 breaststroke and IM).

Hu and Danner turned in some of the day’s most
impressive performances. Hu won her freestyle event
by almost two seconds (27.85) and her IM event by
more than five seconds (1:08.45).

And there was no shortage of thrilling finishes, ei-
ther.  Fletcher captured his first win, in the individual
medley, by only .03 seconds over Bradley Phillips of
Pinecrest. Even closer, Matt Weinberg of Orange Hunt
defeated Michael Hallock of Fox Mill Woods in the
boys’ 15-18 backstroke by only .02 ticks in the day’s
most heart-pounding finish. In all, 12 races were
decided by .18 seconds or less.

Still, perhaps nothing captured the thrill of All-
Star Saturday quite like the final race. In the last
heat of the last event — girls’ 15-18 butterfly — Eliza-
beth Hall of Poplar Tree sped to a record finish of
28.93 seconds.

The time broke the record she had tied at the Divi-
sional Meet the previous Saturday and which had

been set 24 years ago, by a mere one-hundredth of a
second.

THE NVSL-DIVING DIVISION (NVSL-Dive)
crowned individual champions in eight different cat-
egories at its annual All-Stars Dive Meet on Aug. 3
at the Dunn Loring Swim Club in Vienna.

More than 170 divers from across Northern Vir-
ginia earned the privilege to compete at All-Stars
through the performances at the eight individual di-
vision championship meets that were held on July
27.

Divers in the following categories competed: fresh-
men (10-and-under); juniors (11–12); intermediates
(13–14); seniors (15–18).

NVSL-Dive is a league comprised of 47 teams from
community pools throughout Northern Virginia. The
teams are seeded into eight divisions based on the
strength and depth of their teams. Each week, as
many as 1100 divers competed in 23 dual meets with
other teams in their divisions. Team championships
are determined based on the results of these meets.
Following the conclusion of the regular season, each
division holds an Individual Divisional Champion-
ship Meets, which determines who was eligible to
compete in the All Stars Meet.

Full results are posted at: www.nvsldive.nvblu.com.

THE COLONIAL SWIMMING LEAGUE (CSL) also
held its annual All-Star meet on Aug. 2 at Burke Cen-
tre. There were 35 different swimmers who took first-
place place medals.

The top individual performers included Hayden
Village’s Christopher Crapco, who won all three of
his events for the third consecutive year. The
Broadlands Piranhas had three triple-winners — 8-
year-old Isaiah Fitzgerald, 12-year-old Kristin
Haufler, and 14-year-old Alli Haufler. Matt Jones, a
12-year-old representing the Burke Centre Penguins
won three all-star gold medals for the second time.

— Michael Garcia and Eric J. Gilmore

All-Star Swimming Season Winds Down

Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

The CSL and NVSL held their swimming and diving all-
star meets on Aug. 2-3.

Golf Tournament
a Family Affair

Three generations of the Riley
family baked in the afternoon sun as
they gathered above Belle Haven’s
18th green. The last groups were fin-
ishing the final round of the Bob
Riley Junior, and Danny Riley, 13,
signed his card. Off to the side stood
his father, Tom Riley, who won the
same tournament as a teenager. Be-
hind the table, the tournament
director and Danny’s grandfather,
Bob Riley, supervised scoring. Alex-
andria boasts many families who
play golf together, but the Riley’s
long-time passion for the game is
exceptional.

“I started helping with junior golf
tournaments in 1976,” said Bob
Riley, an Alexandria resident and
Belle Haven member. “When I closed
my building supply business in the
early 1980s, I became the executive
director of the Washington Metro-
politan Golf Association.”

Bob Riley spent 20 years organiz-
ing golf tournaments and chasing

myriad details associated with running
one of the oldest regional golf associa-
tions in America.

When he retired in 2003, the WMGA
honored his many years of service by
renaming the DC Junior as the Bob Riley
Junior Open.

His son Tom, an insurance executive,
learned the game hanging around the
golf course.  “As a little kid, I chipped
and putted for five or six hours when my
dad played, first at Reston, then Belle
Haven.

Tom Riley attended St. Stephen’s
High School and in the summer of 1982,
and played golf on scholarship at Uni-
versity of Richmond. He and his family
live in the Wilton Woods neighborhood
of Alexandria.

Danny Riley, a rising seventh-grader
at Alexandria’s Mark Twain School, shot
a 78 on the first day. His final round 88,
however, took him out of the hunt.

“I made a birdie on the first hole,” he
said afterward, “but it went downhill
after that.”

Danny Riley has played in the Boys
12-13 division of three junior tourna-
ments sponsored by the Middle Atlantic
section of The PGA. “I won one, and fin-
ished second and third in the other

two,” he said proudly.

Post 129 Finishes
Shy of Legion Title

Alexandria Post 129 tied Vienna
Post 180 in the eighth inning, but
gave up the game-winning run in the
ninth to get eliminated in the re-
cently completed American Legion
District 17 double-elimination tour-
nament.

Up two runs in the first inning,
eighth-seeded Alexandria was down
7-5 in the sixth inning. Post 129 tied
the game in the eighth, and had another
chance with the balls loaded, but failed
to plate another runner.

Vienna, the defending champions,
scored the game winning walk-off run
off of a wild pitch. Post 180 was elimi-
nated by Arlington Post 139 on the
following night. Annandale 1976 even-
tually downed Springfield Post 176 for
the second straight time to take the
league title.

Bob Delelle, the Alexandria coach for
the past 14 seasons, announced his re-
tirement.

Ruffin-Pratt Struggles
With Shoulder

Tierra Ruffin-Pratt continues to
struggle with the shoulder injury she
suffered in the third quarter of the Pa-
triot District championship. First, it
forced her to withdraw from the North-
ern Region tournament. Later, it
hampered her in the U18 USA Basket-
ball women’s tryouts in mid June,
causing the selection committee to over-
look her name.

Ruffin-Pratt will likely have another
opportunity to make the USA U19
team should the U18 team get a top-
four finish in Argentina this summer.
The U19 World Championships will
be held in Bangkok next summer.

This past weekend, Ruffin-Pratt’s
was again bothered by her shoulder
when her  Boo Wil l iams Summer
League squad lost by three points to
the Tennessee Flight in the Nike AAU
girls national championship. BWSL
defeated the Flight twice over six
days, but was unable to capitalize for a
third. To make matters worse, she didn’t
score.

Sports Briefs

High Schools
Starting Football
Practice

It’s that time of year again. Football
season is upon us.

Area public high schools started
practice on Aug. 5.

Bishop Ireton had seniors report at
5 p.m. The Cardinals started two-a-
day practices on Aug. 6.

With temperatures hovering in the
mid 90s, the Virginia High School
League (VHSL) set out a policy re-
minder on how the schools are to
cope. The VHSL recommends that if
the temperatures are between 95-104
degrees, then schools should not use
helmets, pads or heavy equipment. If
the temperature ranges between 90-
94 degrees, the VHSL recommends
that equipment be removed as often
as possible provided the schools are
monitoring their players. With any-
thing sub-90 degrees, coaches are
urged to provide “adequate water
supply at all competitions with breaks
every 20-30 minutes for hydration.”
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From Page 4

lition formed to support naming
the alley after Hummer. Alexan-
dria historian Ruth Lincoln Kaye
determined that the alley had no
historic name that would be dis-
placed by a new name. Then a let-
ter supporting the idea was sent
to City Hall signed by the Alexan-
dria Historical Society, Historic
Alexandria Resource Commission
and the Old Town Civic Associa-
tion.

“I think naming the alley for
Hummer is long overdue,” said
Kaye. “He was a hero.”

HUMMER WAS A rookie ser-
geant who had been with the de-
partment for a year before being
shot. The Gazette described him as
“absolutely fearless,” a man who
joined the force to replace a mo-
torcycle cop who had been shot
while attempting to arrest two
men in an automobile. He was a
member of the police department’s
baseball team, and he lived in the

800 block of Duke Street — right
around the corner from where he
was murdered.

“I look forward to reviewing the
proposal,” said Vice Mayor Del
Pepper, chairwoman of the Nam-
ing Committee. “It sounds like an
intriguing idea to me.”

The Police Department plans to
lay a wreath in the alley on Aug.
18 to mark the 80-year anniver-
sary of the unsolved crime. Mean-
while, Pepper said, that the Nam-
ing Committee could make a rec-
ommendation as early as next
month. Bertsch, whose 2006 his-
tory of the Police Department
sparked the movement, said there
is precedent for naming streets
and other facilities for fallen offic-
ers.

“Yoakum Parkway on the West
End was named for Eugene
Yoakum, who was killed in the line
of duty in 1964,” said Bertsch.
“And there’s a park in Del Ray
named for Charlie Hill, who was
killed in the Berg in 1989.

Welcome to
Hummer Alley

Super Saturdays/Super Seniors will provide a limited number of trips for
$5 fares anywhere in the City of Alexandria on every Saturday in July and August
2008 between the hours of 9 am and 5 pm. on a first-come, first-serve basis. Con-
tact Alexandria Union Cab at 703-683-1200.

There is a basic business course on Wednesdays through Sept. 17 at UCM-
Workforce Development Center, from 7-9 p.m. Call 703-360-9088 ext. 101
for cost.

This August Parlez Vous will begin to offer their foreign language instruction
online. Their new Live Online Learning program will allow clients access to Parlez
Vous instruction from any location. For more information contact Rachael Feinman
at 703-838-9683 “info@parlezvous.org or www.parlezvous.org for more.

Getting rid of leftover oil-based  and paint and stains, cleaning solvent, and other
household hazardous waste is not as simple as tossing the items in the trash. Im-
proper disposal of these items can be dangerous and harmful to you, the
environment, and to others.

City of Alexandria residents may dispose of household hazardous waste safely,
conveniently, and at no cost through the Household Waste Facility, 3600
Wheeler Ave. For the convenience of residents, the facility is now open two days a
week: Mondays and Saturdays, from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

The facility is available to City residents only; photo identification will be required
to prove residence at time of drop off.  Several examples of acceptable and unac-
ceptable drop off items include:

Acceptable Materials: Antifreeze, Battery Acid, Gasoline,  Compact Fluorescent
Light Bulbs

Unacceptable Materials: Explosives, Ammunition, Biological Waste, Unlabeled
Substances

For more information about the Household Hazardous Waste Facility, or about
household hazardous waste collection, please visit www.alexandriava.gov/tes or
contact Alton Weaver, Department of Transportation and Environmental Services,
at 703.519.3486.

The Review Meeting of the Alexandria Marketing Committee, sched-
uled for Monday, July 28, has been rescheduled. The committee will now meet on
Monday, Aug. 11, at 8 a.m. in Sister Cities Conference Room 1101, City Hall
(301 King St.). The purpose of the meeting is to review applications for the Alex-
andria Marketing Fund, now in its second round of funding. For more information
about the Alexandria Marketing Fund, visit alexandriava.gov/
index_quicklinks.aspx?id=11060

The Alexandria Commission for the Arts is seeking nominations for the
2008 Alex Awards. All nominations must be submitted to the Durant Center, 1605
Cameron St., by 4 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 19. Barbara Boehm, 2008 Alex Awards
Chair, announced this year’s theme as “Global Arts” to recognize and celebrate the
influence of world cultures on art in Alexandria. To receive a nomination form,
request further information, inquire about sponsorship opportunities, or purchase
tickets, call the Commission’s office at 703.838.6348, e-mail aca@alexandriava.gov
or visit alexandriava.gov/recreation

Alexandria Bulletin
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ALEXANDRIA PAINT CO.......................703-379-5800
ALEXANDRIA PASTRY..................................703-578-4144
ALEXANDRIA PHOTO & DIGITAL.............703-379-6206
ALL AROUND ART..............................703-379-9800
ATLANTIS PIZZA.................................703-671-0250
B & C JEWELERS ................................703-379-6010
BANNERS HALLMARK..........................703-820-4449
BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO ......................... 703-820-8820
BLUE RIBBON DRY CLEANING..............703-998-5118
BRADLEE BARBER SHOP ...................... 703-998-9830

BRADLEE DENTAL CARE.......................703-820-2273
BRADLEE FLORIST...............................703-379-6166
BRADLEE SHOE REPAIR........................703-931-9210
CAPITAL BAGEL BAKERY.......................703-379-6462
CHEVY CHASE BANK...........................703-998-6502
CHICKEN OUT...................................703-998-8802
DRESS BARN......................................703-379-4462
FOOT SOLUTIONS..............................703-931-3668
FOXY NAILS.......................................703-824-9292
GNC................................................703-578-4122
GIANT..............................................703-845-0851
GOLDEN DRAGON.............................703-575-8079
HAIR CUTTERY...................................703-998-9387
HARDWOOD ARTISANS.......................703-379-7299
KING STREET BACK & NECK................703-578-1900
KYOTO JAPANESE RESTAURANT.............703-379-8060
MAGGIE MOO’S................................703-671-4799
MCDONALD’S...................................703-379-0441
PALM BEACH TAN...........................1-800-725-6826
PRO FEED.........................................703-820-3888
RITE AID...........................................703-931-7095
ROBCYNS..........................................703-379-7800
STARBUCKS........................................703-845-9563
SUBWAY............................................703-931-3700
SUNTRUST BANK...............................703-838-3280
TC UNISEX SALON.............................703-379-6397
U.S. POSTAL SERVICE......................1-800-275-8777
UNWINED.........................................703-820-8600
VIRGINIA ABC...................................703-845-6374
VIRGINIA VACUUMS...........................703-931-6100
WACHOVIA BANK..............................703-671-7523
WASHINGTON SPORTS CLUB...............703-933-3777

Everything You Need...in one
               Convenient Place.

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria
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News

city asked for it in order to in-
sure that the highest level of pol-
lution control would be achieved
when the merged stacks are acti-
vated, according to City Attorney
Ignacio Pessoa. The amendment
was approved unanimously by the
Air Board as was the operating
permit.

Without the amendment, Mirant
could have been
required by the re-
gional purchaser of
power, PJM, to pro-
duce the lowest
cost power by not
using the stacks fit-
ted with the most
advanced technol-
ogy. By being re-
quired, through the
wording of the per-
mit, to operate the
best pollution control units first,
the City’s air quality is further pro-
tected from contamination.

However, as stated in VDEQ’s
letter to Driscoll, “This approval to
operate shall not relieve Mirant
Potomac River, LLC, of responsi-
bility to comply with all other lo-
cal, state and federal permit regu-
lations.” It also gives federal, state
and local officials the right to en-
ter the plant during normal busi-
ness hours, Monday through Fri-
day, to conduct operating inspec-
tions.

SHOULD MIRANT SELL the
plant to another entity that party
is also bound by the rules and con-
ditions of the new operating per-
mit, according to its specific word-
ing.

Both Mirant representatives as
well as Alexandria City officials,
present at the meeting, urged the
Air Board to approve the operat-
ing permit for the two-stack
merge. It also encompasses many
of the key terms of the settlement
agreement between Mirant and
the City reached earlier in July and
makes those terms federally en-
forceable, according to the City.

“The Virginia Air Board’s ap-
proval of the state operating per-
mit for the Potomac River Plant
allows us to continue our long-
planned stack merge project so the
people of Alexandria and the en-
tire region can benefit from the
subsequent air quality improve-
ments it will provide. This permit
is doubly important because it al-
lows us to produce more electric-
ity to meet the region’s growing
energy demand,” Driscoll said.

BOTH DEPUTY MAYOR Redella
“Del” Pepper and City Councilman
Paul Smedberg, attended the Air

Board meeting, along with Alex-
andria Mayor William D. Euille. All
three thanked the Board for ap-
proving the operating permit. The
Board also recognized the long
running efforts of citizen activists
Elizabeth Chimento and Poul
Hertel in helping to bring about
this mutually agreeable solution.

However, as William Skrabak,
chief, Environmental Quality Divi-

sion, Alexandria
Transportation &
Environmental
Services Adminis-
tration, noted at
the public meet-
ing, this is the
short-term solu-
tion. The City re-
mains committed
to eliminating the
plant entirely in
the long term, ac-

cording to Skrabak.
Mirant noted in their press re-

lease, announcing the issuance of
the permit, that it sets emission
limits more stringent than re-
quired by either state or federal
laws, calls for a $30 million stack
merge investment by the company
to reduce ground level pollutants
in Alexandria. That is in addition
to the $34 million mutual agree-
ment announced earlier to reduce
small dust particulate throughout
the City.

The latter agreement, which
grew out of the ongoing City/
Mirant battle triggered by a City
Council June 2004 resolution call-
ing for the ultimate closure of the
plant, provides for the following:

 A $34 million investment by
Mirant on new pollution control
technology for particulate emis-
sions, including baghouses, en-
hanced pollution-control equip-
ment, or a combination of various
modern technologies and giving
the City control over their selec-
tion and implementation.

 Imposition of emission limits
over fine particulates that com-
plies with National Ambient Air
Quality Standards requires Mirant
to drop its legal challenge to the
sulfur dioxide emissions limit of
3,813 tons per year, thereby lock-
ing in this limit requires installa-
tion of carbon monoxide and par-
ticulate matter continuous emis-
sions monitors, on a defined
schedule, allowing enforcement of
applicable limits. gives the City
access to the plant during the de-
sign and installation of the new
controls and to monitoring data
requires immediate installation of
additional fugitive dust controls as
well as installation and operation
of an additional fine particulate
monitor.

Mirant Gets Permit

“This permit is
doubly important
because it allows
us to produce
more electricity.”

—Robert Driscoll, CEO,
Mirant Mid-Atlantic LLC
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Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the World
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

To Highlight Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST ALEXANDRIA...

703-549-7973

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. LUKE’S ESPICOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD
CHURCHES-LUTHERAN

EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….
703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI, SYNOD…
703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST...
703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH....703-671-8557

ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...
703-836-7332

ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM
UNITED METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…
703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…

703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY
SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA CITADEL
703-836-2427

b

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...
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Schools

Board should adopt the same
technology the City Council uses
to electronically archive its tele-
vised meetings online. “I want to
bring in as many voices as pos-
sible.”

A sixth-generation Alexandrian,
Leary graduated from T.C. Will-
iams High School in 1987 and has
frequently invoked his personal
experience with the city school
system on the campaign trail.
Campaign finance records show
that Leary supporters include
Mayor Bill Euille, who made a
$100 contribution, and Toyota
dealer Jack Taylor, who donated
$2,000 and the use of a white
minivan with a campaign logo
emblazoned on the side. The docu-
ments also show that Leary pur-
chased pop-up advertising on
Facebook and Google.

“I think the student services sec-
tion of the Web site should be
beefed up,” said Leary, a vice presi-
dent of an advocacy communica-
tions firm.

MARC WILLIAMS has his own
list of prominent supporters, in-
cluding former School Board
Chairman Melvin Miller, Special
Education Advisory Committee
Chairman David Cordell and
former Mason Elementary School
PTA president Priscilla Goodwin.
His campaign literature empha-
sizes his role in expanding open-
enrollment honors classes to all
middle school students last year,
an issue that narrowly passed with
a five-to-four vote in the School
Board last year. Williams was one
of 260 names that appeared on a
letter dated Feb. 27, 2007 that
describes the administration’s pro-
posal for a two-year phased imple-
mentation as “far too timid.”

“My proudest, most recent ac-
complishment has been our
achievement of getting enrollment
honors in the middle school to pro-
vide an opportunity to all students
for a more rigorous curriculum,”
Williams said in a written state-
ment released by the campaign.

A 2007 memorandum written by
former Superintendent Rebecca
Perry indicates that she supported
making the honors classes avail-
able to all students, not just those
who were part of an elite program
known as “Talented and Gifted.”
The disagreement between Perry
and School Board members was
one of timing, with Perry support-
ing a two-year phased implemen-
tation and the five majority mem-
bers voting for a complete over-
haul during the next school year

“Philosophy matters, and lead-

ership matters,” Williams said dur-
ing the forum last week. “We have
to unify around a central focus.”

BERNIE SCHULZ offers the most
radically different choice for vot-
ers. On the campaign trail and in
two different candidate forums,
Schulz suggested that a non-vot-
ing student seat be added to the
nine-member School Board. He
also supports the creation of a stu-

dent advisory committee to make
recommendations to School Board
members. Although he is the only
candidate that does not have chil-
dren, one of the central themes in
his campaign is that students
should have a greater voice in the
administration of public education
in Alexandria.

“The voice of students tends not
to be taken seriously,” Schulz said
at the T.C. Williams forum. “But

when we implement policy, we
need to go to the source of who is
impacted.”

Schulz ran an unsuccessful Re-
publican campaign for City Coun-
cil in 2006, and he transferred
$718 he had leftover from that
race into his School Board cam-
paign account. The Alexandria
Republican City Committee con-
tributed $6,583, and committee
chairman Chris Marston donated

$250. School Board seats are non-
partisan, however, and Schulz said
that he would like to see fewer
divisions among School Board
members.

“At the end of the day, the School
Board members should speak with
one voice,” said Schulz. “If that
happens, we’ll see a drastic change
in the public trust and perception
of the School Board.”

School Board Special Election

John Leary
money raised: $15,085
money spent: $8,903
ending balance: $6,182

Marc Williams
money raised: $12,405
money spent: $7,531
ending balance: $4,874

Bernie Schulz
money raised: $10,092
money spent: $7,975
ending balance: $2,117

Elynn Simons
money raised: $5,225
money spent: $3,033
ending balance: $2,192

SOURCE: State Board of Elections

See Election,  Page 26
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Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Drew’s Mini Mart, LLC trading as Mini Food 
Mart, 6038 Richmond Hwy, T-108, Alexandria, 
VA 22303. The above establishment is applying 
to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOL-
IC BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Beer off 
premise license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Andrew Langford owner. 

In Memoriam
Mrs. Eleanor Massie

May 18, 1941 - June 13, 2001

Mom, It has been now 7 years. 
Mom it’s still so hard to say goodbye, but I 

truely know you’re in a better place.
Love always,

Your devoted son
Billy T. Massie

OBITUARY
Edward Donald Hite of Lake of the Woods 
passed away Wednesday, July 30, 2008 at his 
home under the care of Mary Washington Hos-
pice. He was born July 13, 1932, in Buffalo, 
New York to the late Clarence J. and Lorene M. 
Hite. He moved to Virginia as a youngster and 
spent most of his life in the Alexandria and Man-
assas area before moving to the Lake of the 
Woods in 1996. Ed was active in the LOW Lions 
Club, The Lake of the Woods Church, U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary and The Germanna 
Foundation. He was a veteran of the Korean 
War. He is survived by his wife Joyce W. Hite, 
his former wife, Barbara Hite of Warrenton and 
their three daughters, Bonnie Weiss and her 
husband, Joe, of Midland, Teresa Huff and her 
husband, Steve, of Warrenton and Leslie Henry 
and her husband, Paul, of Brandy Station; his 
stepchildren, Kathryn Hulsey and her husband, 
Mike, of Tuscan, AZ, Pamela Hleba and her 
husband, Ted, of Virginia Beach, Patricia Turn-
ey of Virginia Beach, and William Turney and 
his wife, Chieko, of Fredericksburg; five grand-
children Eric and Blake Weiss, Mark and Erin 
Connelly and Amie Henry; and six step grand-
children, Carly Podlesnik, Adam Bonar, Saman-
tha Rain, Victoria Bonar and Hunter and Sara 
Turney. A memorial Service was held at The 
Lake of the Woods Church on Monday, August 
4, 2008 at 11:00 am. A reception followed the 
service at the church. Burial was private at 
Culpeper National Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions may be made to The 
Lake of the Woods Church, Mary Washington 
Hospice, or LOW Lions Food Pantry.

OBITUARY
Murphy, Ann Marie
On July 31, 2008, Ann Marie Murphy of Gibson 
Island, Maryland. Beloved wife of the late An-
drew P. Murphy, III, Chrystal A. Murphy, James 
Byrnes Murphy and Paul Clarke Murphy
Dear sister of Mimi O”Hagan of New York City, 
New York, Loving grandmother of Andrew, Av-
ery, Douglas, Cara, Patrick, Carolyn, Erin, Pres-
ton, Spencer, Genevieve, Jack, Devon, Kyle, 
Morgan, Caitlin and Liam. 
A memorial Mass will behld at Our Lady of the 
Chesapeake, 8325 Ventor Road Pasadena, 
Maryland 21122 on Wednesday, August 6, 2008 
at Noon. 
Interment Private. Arrangements by Joseph 
Gawler’s Sons, Inc. ORDER OF PUBLICATION

Case No JJ021356-04-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
JASMINE POMMIER
The object of this suit is to:
Terminate the residual parental rights and re-
sponsibilties of unknown father to Jasmine 
Pommier, born to Consuelo M. Angel on 
11/22/2007 and to give the Alexandria 
Department of Human Services the right to 
place the child for adoption. 
It is ORDERED that the defendant Unknown 
father appear at the above named Court and 
protect his or her interests on or before 
09/08/2008 at 3:00pm

The City of Alexandria, Virginia sells surplus, 
abandoned, and seized vehicles via internet 
auction. Visit http://www.govdeals.com/ and 
search Alexandria. 

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ010635-08-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
BRIAN MARTINEZ
The object of this suit is to:
Approve the permanency plan submitted by 
Alexandria DHS with the goal of adoption, and 
terminate the residual parental rights and re-
sponsibilities of the unknown father of Brian 
Martinez, Born June 8, 1992, son of Maria 
Martinez
It is ORDERED that the defendant Unknown 
father appear at the above named Court and 
protect his or her interests on or before 
09/05/2008 at 2:00pm

Legal Notices

ELYNN SIMONS is the only candidate in the race
making a return appearance, having launched an
unsuccessful campaign for the School Board in 2006.
During one-on-one appearances with voters and in
the two candidate forums, Simons said that her ex-
perience in the classroom as a tutor has informed
her campaign for the School Board. She said that
Alexandria City Public Schools is a great system, al-
though many people don’t know about its successes.

“I believe School Board members should be cheer-
leaders,” said Simons. “We need to be getting the

From Page 25

Vote On Tuesday
word out.”

Campaign finance records indicate that Simons has
raised the least amount of money, although she is
the only candidate in the race to have official sum-
mertime beach balls emblazoned with the campaign’s
logo. During the T.C. Williams forum, she said that
the voices of teachers has been unnecessarily stifled
by the central administration.

“They were told they could not talk to the School
Board — that they needed to go through central ad-
ministration,” said Simons. “That’s what they told
me.”

Schools

Send volunteer notices to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com or
call Rebecca Halik with any questions
703-917-6407.

Destiny’s Dream has a public ac-
cess TV show and is looking for
individuals to help with the show. Tap-
ing occurs twice a month in Alexandria
on select Wednesday evenings from 5-
10 p.m. September through December.
The TV Studio provides training for $75
per person for five nights.( We have an
immediate need for Camera personnel
and Producers. No experience neces-
sary. Producers will work in the control
room, help with the overall taping of the
shows, and set design. If interested,
complete the Volunteer Form at http:/
/www.motivationaltv.com.

ESL and Immigrant Ministries
needs volunteers to teach English to
adult immigrants in 17 locations in
Northern Virginia. Training is provided
in August. Day and evening classes be-
gin in September. For more information
or to submit an on-line application, visit
http://eslim.org.

SARA has a variety of different pro-
grams:

Adult Survivors of Childhood
Sexual Assault: A twelve-week group
addressing issues facing adult survivors
of childhood sexual abuse. All group
members must be receiving individual
therapy or case management services
while in the group, and an assessment
is required. Offered winter/spring 2008.
Contact the SARA Program: 703-838-
5030.

Sexual Assault Survivors Sup-
port Group: An eight-week group for
women who were assaulted as an adult
or adolescent. This group will address
the impact that sexual assault has had
on survivors’ lives. Offered winter/
spring 2008. Contact the SARA Pro-
gram: 703-838-5030.

Creative Expression Support
Group: A support group for adult sur-
vivors of sexual assault or sexual abuse
that will incorporate nonverbal forms of
expression, such as; poetry, art,
journaling. This six-week group is for
those who have previously participated
in a support group. Offered winter 2008.
Contact the SARA Program: 703-838-
5030.

King Street Cats needs volunteers
to care for abandoned and rescued cats
and kittens in its orphanage in Old
Town.  Help needed with morning and
evening feeding/cleaning.  If you love
cats and want to care for them while a
permanent home is being found, contact
us at 703-231-7199 or visit http://
kingstreetcats.org for more.

Doorways for Women and

Families is seeking volunteers for its
Safehouse domestic violence shelter
program. Volunteers are needed for
weekend and evening shifts and to an-
swer our 24/7 hotline. Some weekday
opportunities are also available. Train-
ing begins August-September. Call
703-522-8858 x13 or e-mail
volunteer@doorwaysVA.org.  For more
information visit www.doorwaysva.org/
volunteer.

CrisisLink’s 24/7/365 hotline for
the Washington Metro Region is cur-
rently recruiting volunteers for their
October 2008 training. Visit
www.crisislink.org, e-mail
volunteer@crisislink.org, or call 703-
527-6016 to learn more. Come help
CrisisLink continue to save lives and
prevent tragedies in our community.
Volunteer for three hours a week.

Volunteer Emergency Families
For Children (VEFC) needs volunteers
willing to open their homes and provide
short term (1-21 days) emergency shel-
ter to local children who are victims of
abuse, neglect, etc. Volunteers can
choose the age, gender, and length of
stay for each placement. Local leaders
are also needed to serve children in cri-
sis by sharing VEFC’s mission within
their community. Call 703-200-3700 or
email seckhardt@vefc.org for details.
Visit www.vefc.org.

Meals on Wheels need drivers to
pick up meals at Mt. Vernon Hospital at
11 a.m. and delivering them by 1 p.m.
Volunteer drivers can deliver on a
weekly, biweekly, monthly, or substitute
basis. Other volunteer opportunities for
Meals on Wheels in the Mt. Vernon area
include back-up Group Coordinator,
Group Treasurer, and a volunteer to
make monthly delivery of nutritional
supplements to a Mt. Vernon resident.
For more information, call the Fairfax
Area Agency on Aging’s Volunteer In-
take Line: 703-324-5406, TTY:
703-449-1186 or e-mail
DFSAAAvolunteer@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Guiding Eyes for the Blind needs
puppy raisers who are willing to open
their homes to Labrador Retriever pup-
pies until they are old enough to be
professionally trained as guide dogs,
usually 16-18 months. Training and
guidance provided by local experienced
counselors. Volunteer puppy raisers pro-
vide love and affection, behavior
training and socialization experiences.
Call 703-242-2232 or visit
www.gebdominion.org. To complete an
application, visit
www.volunteer.guidingeyes.org.

Goodwin House Alexandria
needs musicians to perform during regu-
lar Tuesday evening concerts, as well as

provide other concerts as available to
assisted living, health care, and memory
support units. Contact: Patty Butler-
Burkhart, 703-824-1239
pbutlerburkhart@goodwinhouse.org.

Alexandria Office on Women-
Domestic Violence Program- Shelter
Supervisors at the Battered Women’s
Shelter interact personally with indi-
viduals in need—an opportunity that
many find extremely fulfilling. Primary
responsibilities include answering the
crisis hotline and supporting the women
and children residing at the safe house.
Contac: Jen Clayton, 703-838-4911 or
jen.clayton@alexandriava.gov

Port City Playhouse- construct and
paint sets for the theatre. Box office and
ushering help also needed for perfor-
mances. Groups and youths age 15 and
older are welcome. Contact: Robert
Kraus, 703-838-2880
portcityinfo@aol.com

UCM’s Transitional Housing
Program is looking for volunteer
groups to help provide a prepared well
balanced meal for about 60 people, this
includes children. Groups would be
asked to sign up for 1 meeting per year
on the third Tuesday evening of each
month. The grocery bill would be at the
group’s expense and a tax donation slip
would be provided. Assistance with
child care is needed. Call Betsy Damitz,
volunteer coordinator 703-768-7106
ext. 328.

The Child & Family Network
Centers has many volunteer opportu-
nities, including volunteering in
classrooms, field-trip assistants, ESL and
Spanish language tutors, clothing drive
assistant and office assistant. They also
need volunteers to help prepare for their
annual wine tasting fundraising event in
the spring.  Contact Patricia Chapman at
703-836-0214 or pchapman@cfnc-
online.org.

Higher Achievement seeks
teacher mentors to work with motivated
scholars at Hammond Middle School
from 6-8 p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays
and Thursdays. Karen Berry, Volunteer
Coordinator, 202-544-3633 or
kberry@higherachievement.org

The Hispanic Committee of Vir-
ginia needs volunteers for their youth
programs, including volunteers to men-
tor Hispanic teenagers and for “Arroz
Con Leche,” a weekly reading and writ-
ing enrichment program for immigrant
2nd and 3rd graders. Spanish language
proficiency is not required, training and
support is available, and average com-
mitment is just 1-2 hours/week. Contact
Jodi Hammer at 703-671-5666, ex. 20,
or educationcoord@hcva.org.

Volunteers

How to Get Your Alexandria People, Event and
Business News into the Alexandria Gazette Packet

Business Notes • Business People • People Page
The Alexandria Gazette Packet contains notes and news briefs about local

businesses, people and events every week. While we cannot guarantee that every
person, business or event about which we receive information will appear in the
paper, here is the information we need for your news to be considered. We
welcome photographs of successful, recent events and people whose
accomplishments or awards are submitted. Be sure everyone in the photograph
is identified.

What is News? Awards; community service; celebrations; anniversaries;
obituaries; career promotions; new initiatives; major accomplishments; new
locations; special events such as: scouting award ceremonies; nonprofit
fundraisers; concerts; exhibits and shows; classes; seminars; book signings;
youth sports notices, activities and awards; service club notices; religious
notices, etc.

Your release must include:
• Name of Person, and Business, Organization or Event
• Address of the Business, Organization or Event
• Day of the Week, Date and Time of Event
• Name and Phone Number for More Information
• Three Paragraphs Describing Your News…Who, What,

Where, When and Why
Please submit your calendar information at least two weeks before your event.

Clear photographs from similar previous events are always welcome. All events
should be open to the public. We give first priority to free events. Send listings to:

Alexandria Gazette Packet Calendar • 7913 Westpark Drive, McLean, VA 22102.
Or Fax to 703-917-0991. For more information, call 703-917-6444.

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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SOCIAL SERVICES

Social Work Supervisor
Position # 00013
$56,774 -$93,942
Social Services Agency seeking motivated 
supervisor to work in fast-paced child 
welfare dept. Supervises unit responsible 
for CPS Investigations and Family 
Assessments. Duties include: on-call CPS 
responsibilities, providing unit clinical and
management oversight, assessment of 
families, referring for services, crisis 
intervention, preparing cases for court 
intervention and following federal, state 
and local compliance requirements. 
College Degree req. MSW & LCSW 
preferred. 2+ yrs. supervisory experience 
and 5 years CPS experience preferred. 
Position requires completed CRC and 
CPS checks prior to hire. Va. State 
application forms are available at:

Alex. Dept. of Social Services, Attn: 
DHS Personnel, 2525 Mount Vernon Ave.,

Alexandria, Va. 22301. Call 
(703) 838-0810 or

https://jobs.agencies.virginia.gov

Deadline for submitting applications is 
Friday, August 15th, at 12:00 noon. 

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

EXPERIENCE THE JOYS AND REWARDS

Over 550 independently owned & operated offices worldwide

Our Comfort Keepers® come first, that is why we
provide a compensation package that is second to
none in the area.  We also offer flexible full-time
or part-time hours, bonus programs. We only hire
the best!  If that’s you and you want to learn more
about becoming a Comfort Keeper, call us at

703-591-2252 or visit

www.BeAComfortKeeper.com.

Director Special Education 
School (Springfield)

Private   day   school   in   Virginia  seeks 
energetic leader with proven ability in the 
management of instruction, personnel, and 
programming for students with learning and 
emotional disabilities (with no acting out 
behaviors) in grades 7-12. 
This 12-month position requires eligibility 
for Virginia licensure in special education, 
master’s  degree  in  education  or  closely 
related field, five years successful class-
room experience, and expertise in at least 
one major area of the curriculum. 
A   detail  oriented,  team  player  who  is 
creative and a quick thinker a plus! Please 
fax resume to 703-913-0089

DOG WALKER/PET SITTER
BELLE VIEW-FT. HUNT-MT. VERNON
Work close to home. Core hours 11am-
3pm M-F. Morning, evening & weekend 
work also available for an autonomous 
person who LOVES ANIMALS and the 

outdoors. Contact: 
SHANNON@WALKINGPAWS.NET or 

703-434-0910 

DOG WALKERS NEEDED
in NOVA. 10 am-3 pm, M-F.

Pet Sitting Positions Available.
Car and Background Check Required.  

www.beckyspetcare.com     EOE.

GOOD HELP NEEDED
Garden Center - looking for F/T-P/T 
help. Knowledge of plants & good 

people skills necessary. Flexible hrs. 
Fun environment. 703-780-8657 or 

info@greenspace unlimited.com

GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR 
ADDITIONAL INCOME!

ADC The Map People needs sales help 
to sell & service accounts in the Greater 
D.C. & NoVA area.  Ability to lift up to 50 
lbs., good driving record required.  Up 

to $100/day + company van + expens-
es for qualified applicants 18 years 

and older. Submit resume to: 
jkillian@americanmap.com

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Lorton, VA.  Warehouse  Work. Local 
delivery F/T-P/T  Va. Drivers License, 

Heavy Lifting. Loading/Unloading Trucks
Apply in Person

8930 Telegraph Road, Lorton 22079

George Washington’s Historic Mount Vernon has 2 exciting opportunities within the Guest Services Department:

Reservations Coordinator
General Description:  This position will serve as primary contact responsible for coordinating reservations for pre-
purchased admission tickets, meals, and guided services with tour operators, group leaders, teachers and education groups.

Essential Functions:  Responsible for inbound calls and enters orders into reservation system; Up-sells programs and
encourages sales; Assists clients in planning daily itineraries and answering questions; Communicate with various MVLA
departments including restaurant, Food Court, and Education Provides utmost customer service to ensure a positive visitor
experience; Sends client proper information (contract, menus, etc.) as needed for each individual order; Ensures proper
payment is made on time, working with Finance Department as needed Researches discrepancies with group payments;
Manages group ticket windows and accommodates arriving groups with tickets and guidelines; Answers ticketing group
hotline, monitors voice mail on this line, processes ticket orders accordingly, returns voice mails within 24 hours; Maintains
supplies for group sales functions including ticket stock for Food Court vouchers and hotel vouchers; Coordinates fulfillment
of tickets and programs sold through Education; Communicates arrivals with support departments; Books special event
programs for tour groups; Meets and greets groups as necessary.

Required Qualifications:
• Three years experience in a guest service environment
• Proficient in Microsoft Office Suite (Word, Excel, Outlook, Power Point)
• Proven skills in verbal and written communication
• Ability to maintain a positive attitude in a hectic environment
• Experience in a call center environment and/or report writing experience is a plus
• Experience with ticketing processes and systems preferred
• Must be able to perform normal physical activity for an office environment

Ticketing Lead
General Description:  The ticketing lead will serve as primary contact and support for ticketing staff, answering questions
and concerns, assisting with transactions, encouraging sales and setting the standard for guest service.  Leadership
responsibilities include daily balance of cashier sales and estate attendance/activities reporting, employee scheduling,
coaching and communications, as well as customer service and issue resolution;  Candidates should have previous ticketing
experience, preferably in the museum or similar tourism community;  position requires availability on weekends, holidays
and other non-traditional work hours as Mount Vernon is open 365 days.  

Essential Functions:  Production and maintenance of daily and monthly sales and cashier reporting;  Creation of weekly
staffing schedule inclusive of adjustments, breaks, etc…; Maintenance and distribution of daily attendance/activity and sales
reports;  Distribution of departmental communications to staff inclusive of memos, policy information, Complimentary ticket
requests, Current activities, Special events and promotions, and Assist “Group Sales” with phone calls and messages.

Required qualifications:
• Proven leadership track record
• supervisory experience (one year minimum)
• positive attitude and excellent customer service skills
• ability to perform routine office activities inclusive of proficiency in MS Office suite
• a high school diploma

Please send a cover letter and resume with salary history to Human Resources: hrmail@mountvernon.org, by fax to
703.780.8320 or by US Mail to POB 110, Mount Vernon, VA 22121. Mount Vernon is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Nannies needed  to start ASAP,
$15-$20/hr, legal, drive. 

703-779-7999
nanniesbynature.com

OFFICE ASSISTANT (P/T)
Alexandria agency needs office assistant. 

Must have computer skills. Health 
insurance, sick/vac. time included. Fax 

resume to 703-768-9419, or see 
www.goodhousing.org

OURISMAN/ALEX NEEDS:
Internet Managers,  BDC Manag-
ers, Sales People, Service Techs, 

Body Shop Guys, & Part-Time 
Receptionist. We offer: Sundays 
off, 401(k), insurance, employee 
purchase program, and most of 

all, support from the top. See 
Chris Moran or Shawn Allen, 

Ourisman Dodge Chrysler Jeep, 
5900 Richmond Highway, Alex, 

VA 22303. 703-329-1600

RECEPTIONIST - PT
M-Th, 3-11 pm. Senior Community in 
Mt. Vernon. Must possess excellent 

communications skills. Call 
703-768-0234. Ask for Beth.

RESPONSIBLE DOG SITTER
For my 15-mo-old house-trained Cocker 
Spaniel in your home while I'm at work. 

Perfect for retiree or stay-at-home Mom in 
Alex area bet NOVA's Alex campus & Del-
ray. Pay neg. Contact Nina, 703-615-5364.

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

SALES PROFESSIONALS
Start a sales career that helps others 

and has strong growth potential. Mount 
Comfort Cemetery enjoys a great 

reputation in our community and offers 
career advancement and training 

opportunities of a large corporation. As 
such, we can take your career to levels 

you never thought possible.

We’re growing our sales force in your 
area. Apply today and discover how 
rewarding it can be to work with us:

•  Monthly bonuses
•  Attractive benefits
•  Continued learning & development
•  Sell a product everyone will 

eventually buy

For the quickest consideration, fax 
your resume to us at 703-765-0619 

OR apply via our website at 
www.sci-corp.com in the careers 

section. EOE M/F/D/V 



28  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  August 9-13, 2008 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Need to Fix Your
Driveway?

Call 703.582.2110
Asphalt, Concrete and Brick
Residential and Commercial

Resurfacing, Repair, Resealing
Sidewalks, steps, Patios
7AM – 11PM • 7 Days/wk

Pete’s Driveways
www.PetesDriveways.com

ASPHALT ASPHALT

Darhele Assoc.
✦Walkways ✦Patios 
✦Driveways ✦Brick 

✦Concrete ✦Flagstone
since 1985   free est

703-764-2720
www.darhele.com

CONCRETE CONCRETE

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

EmploymentEmployment

DRIVERS NEEDED  
Flatbed/Rollback - Will Train

Must bring valid driving record
CALL LANCE: 703-550-0080

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

COLLEGE
STUDENTS

& ‘08 H.S. GRADS
SUMMER WORK!

$17.00 Base-Appt, FT/PT,
Sales/Svc, No Exp Nec,

All Ages 17+, Conditions Apply
703-359-7600

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

HOME REPAIR/
HANDYMAN

No Job too Small
Bathroom, Basement, Kitchens

Interior Doors, Framing, Ceramic Tile, 
Laminate floors, Deck & porch repairs, 
Moulding, Drywall, Interior Painting, 

Drywall Repair Licensed & Insured

703-431-9677       571-297-4242

“Call For Special Promotions”
Countertops, Floors, Cabinet

Replacements & Refinishing, Cust.
Painting, Complete Interior Remodeling
Free Estimates • Excellent References

Call Thomas Martins
703-327-1889

Established 1988

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

703-339-5773
Free Estimates

Flagstone & Pavers
www.cdmconstruction.net

We Fix Patios, Sidewalks,
Driveways and Retaining

Walls Fast!

MASONRY MASONRY

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

SUMMER SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

ROOFING & SIDING SPECIALISTS
FREE ESTIMATES

POLYTECH ROOFING CO.

• FULLY INSURED  • INSURANCE CLAIMS  • VA LIC. #2705-050771A  • 10 YRS OF
LOCAL EXPERIENCE  • GUARANTEED QUALIFIED WORKMANSHIP

•  REFERENCES & WRITTEN WARRANTEES

ALL TYPES OF:
Roofing
Siding

Gutters
Windows

Emergency Repairs

703-734-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles

•Repairs •Reroofs

•Flat Roofs

Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

MMAARRGGAARR IITTAA’’SS

CCLLEEAANNIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEE
Residential &Commercial

Independently Owned
& Operated

Good Refs   Free Estimates

703-768-2130

CONCRETE

RATCLIFF
CONSTRUCT. 

CO.
Concrete & Brick  
Stone Specialist

Additions & Basemnts 
4th Generation,

Class A Lic & Ins 
Free Est.

800-820-1404

GUTTER

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

LAWN SERVICE

Group Rates Avail.!

PINNACLE
SERVICES, INC.

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

703-354-4333

20 YEARS EXP.

• Wood Replace & Wrapping
• Pressure Washing,
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

metrogutter.com

HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN
Reasonable, Reliable

*Building* Fixing 
*Painting
Call Mark 

313-320-3043

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne

Light Electrical • Plumbing 
• Bathroom Renovation •  

Ceramic Tile • Drywall 
Repair

703-922-4190
www.rclhomerepairs.com

Licensed        Insured

HAULING

Spring General
Yard Cleanup, Tree 

& Trash removal

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

SUMMER
CLEAN-UP

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Retaining Walls • Patios
Decks • French Drains

703-863-7465

The
PLANTSMAN
Maintenance, Planting,

Design
18 Yrs., Hort. Certified

703.329.1908
Free Estimates

IMPROVEMENTS

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-312-7227

LAWN SERVICE

 TREE CUTTING,
Mulching, Spring

Cleanup, Lawn
Mowing, Sprinklers,

French Drains,
Drywall, Painting

Licensed            Insured
THE MAGIC GARDENER

703-780-2272 or
703-328-2270

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-312-7227

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

Bank Owned----ON-SITE
Springfield

3 beds, 2 baths, 1152 sq ft
6010 Frederick

Sale Date: Sat Sept 20th at Noon
FREE COLOR BROCHURE

800-260-5846
www.AuctionServicesIntl.com
James Meadows  290-700-3414

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

Garage Sale! Old Town
Alexandria, Old Town Village, 
multi-family, 8/09, 8am- 12pm 
corner of Duke St. and Henry 
St, enter Roundhouse Lane

Huge Community yard sale,
Sat 8/9, 6-1pm 319 E Howell 

NEW, USED ITEMS

29 Misc. for Sale

$250 KING Pillow Top 
Mattress & Box set (3pc)-
Brand New, Never Used 

w/warranty. (Retail $500+) 
Deliverable 571-926-1990 

7 PC Cherry Sleigh Bedroom 
set - Brand new in boxes, 

Worth $1200+ 
(Can help deliver)Asking $575 

571-926-1990

Furniture 5 pc white girls BR 
set,3 pc kids tble & benches 1 
boys drum set, 1 electric 
keybrd, 3 printers, 2 pasan 
chairs, etc  571-236-9190

Hardwood Artisans Twin 
Loft bed, solid oak w/ upgrade 
English Oak stain (looks great 
with antiques) Solid hardwood 
decking (no slats), allows for 
young children-college age 
and easier to make. 5 step 

ladder allows for small 
children. Perfect condition, 

2 years old, 
retails for $1725 new 

www.hardwoodartisan.com, 
For Sale $600, phone 

703-868-1461

QN Pillow Top Mattress & 
box set Brand new in plastic 

w/warranty! Can deliver. 
(Worth $300+) MUST SELL 

$150  571-926-1990

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

bob@rstarcomputerman.com
703-535-3254
ComputerMan

for Individuals &
Small Businesses

PERSONAL
COMPUTER
SERVICES

✓ Advice on Equipment
✓ Set Up and Configuration
✓ Installation
✓ Troubleshooting
✓ Tutorials and Instruction
✓ General Help

0322-3

0316-1

SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT!
Be the first person to fax in the correct crossword puzzle

answers each week, and we’ll put your name here! Fax the
completed puzzle with your name and the puzzle number

to the Crossword Puzzle Desk, fax #703-917-0998!
The winner of puzzle #0320-3 is:

Gail Pierce
Note: Due to space limitations, the crossword may not appear from

time to time. In that case, you may look on our Web site:
www.connectionnewspapers.com and click on the “Print Editions” button.

It should appear in a newspaper from a different Classifieds zone.
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Health

First Time Community Assessment Report

A
ffordable housing, early
childhood education,
teen pregnancy,
afterschool programs –

the challenges facing Alexandria
are numerous. But how do you fig-
ure out the key needs, priorities,
how to best address them and who
needs to be involved? ACT and the

city of Alexandria now have a road
map for addressing emerging
needs - a 2008 Community Needs
Assessment report just completed
through the Alexandria Council of
Human Service Organizations
(ACHSO).

The Alexandria Council of Hu-
man Services Organizations was

created in 2006 by ACT and
Alexandria’s Department of Hu-
man Services, in response to a re-
quest by nonprofits and city
agencies to create a forum to net-
work, share best practices, build
relationships and provide re-
sources. One of the first recom-
mendations was to provide a col-

lective assessment of Alexandria
– an overall look at our entire
community’s need - ‘cradle to
gray’ as it was referred - to
serve as a baseline for address-
ing emerging needs. Braintree
Consulting was hired to under-
take a six-month assessment
process which began in October
2007,  and was funded by
ACHSO, the Starr Foundation,
the Alexandria Community
Trust, the Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools, Smart Beginnings-Al-
exandria/Arlington and Alexan-
dria Department of Human Ser-
vices.

The resulting 98- page report
offers key insights into community
needs and shares strategic cross-
cutting recommendations, as well
as opportunities within ages and
stages and locations in Alexandria.

Key issues raised in the report
include:

Lack of knowledge and access to
what human service resources ex-
ist in Alexandria;

High degree of dependency on
a limited array of funding sources

for nonprofits providing human
services support in Alexandria;

Need for co-location of services
by multiple agencies to create a
‘system of care’ approach in com-
munities across Alexandria;

Need to improve the educational
skills of parents to support and
strengthen their families;

Need to streamline collaborative
and planning groups and commis-
sions addressing human services
issues; and

Noteworthy challenges related
to affordable housing, transporta-
tion and cultural diversity/lan-
guage for those in need of services.

The release of this report is just
the first step. Next, ACT and the
ACHSO will look at all recommen-
dations and create a clear plan to
proceed. The full report, “A Snap-
shot of Human Development: A
Community Assessment of the Al-
exandria Human Service System”
is available at Alexandria libraries
as well online at the ASCHO
website www.alexandriaserves.org
and ACT’s website -
www.actforalexandria.org .
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