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Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon
$4.00 OFF

Tube of Ben. Moore Caulk
& Sanding Sponge

Must be presented
at time of Purchase

3600 S. Glebe Rd
Arlington, VA 22202
703-414-0808
Facing courtyard above Harris Teeter
at Rt1/S. Glebe.

NOW OPEN

Music

Harmonizers Sing Out
T

he Alexandria Har-
monizers are cel-
ebrating their 60th
anniversary this

year. Friday night, the group per-
formed in Market Square as part
of the Alexandria Recreation De-
partments and the Commission for
the Arts Summer Concert Series.

Their fall and winter schedule
includes:

* “The Steamer Trunk” featur-
ing “Road Trip” and “Premiere”
Friday, Sept. 26 at 8 p.m., Satur-
day, Sept. 27 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Bishop Ireton High School, 201
Cambridge Road

* “A Very Merry Musical!” Friday,
Dec. 5 at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
6 at 12:30 p.m. and 6 p.m. First
Baptist Church of Alexandria,
2932 King St.

* Free concert at 2 p.m. at Mar-
ket Square, 301 King St.

For more details and show tick-
ets, go to www.harmonizers.org or
call the Box Office at 703-910-
4600. The Harmonizers are always
looking for men who like to sing.
Call 703-836-0969 for meeting
location and chapter information.

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette

 On right, Friday evening,
the Alexandria Harmoniz-
ers performed at Market
Square in the last of the
City’s concerts this sum-
mer. On bottom right, Ken
White leads the singers in a
song from “The Little
Mermaid.” To the left is
Dennis Ritchey, to the right
is Chuck Hunter. Bottom
left, music director Joe
Cerutti leads the group in
another classic.
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A Hole Sport In One

Area Miniature Golf Courses
Name Address Phone Number
TopGolf USA 6625 S. Van Dorn St., Alexandria
Cameron Run 4001 Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria 703-960-8719
Upton Hill 6060 Wilson Blvd., Arlington 703-534-3437
Centreville Mini-Golf 6206 Multiplex Drive, Centreville 703-631-0550
Fountainhead 10875 Hampton Road, Fairfax 703-250-9124
Jefferson Falls 7900 Lee Highway, Falls Church 703-573-0444
Woody’s 11801 Leesburg Pike, Herndon 703-430-8337
Pohick Bay 6501 Pohick Bay Drive, Lorton 703-339-6104
Oak Marr 3200 Jermantown Road, Oakton 703-281-6501
IronWood 8581 Cinder Bed Road, Springfield 703-339-3122
Lucky Duck 7500 Accotink Park Road, Springfield 703-569-0285

A Hole Sport In One
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Leisure

Miniature golf continues to be a
favorite.

By Eric J. Gilmore

Gazette Packet

M
aybe it’s the menagerie of di-
nosaurs and elephants, fire
pits and waterfalls, jokers
and gargoyles, pirates and

explorers, loopty-loos and right angles. Per-
haps it’s the rainbow hued balls littering the
links, or merely the ridiculous addicting
challenge of staying on par.

What draws us, as humans, to miniature
golf, one of the staples?

More than its more professional uncle, the
sport — or is it? — transcends age, gender
and social background. The winding
courses, often impossible to follow even
with a map, are a destination for families,
vacationers and couples. Heck, it’s even
spurned a professional industry.

Locally at TopGolf, located across the road
from Edison High School and a favorite for
professionals playing hooky, the Kingstowne
golf complex has 36 holes spread over two
18-hole courses. The two par-60 courses are
of varying degree of difficulty and possibly
more importantly, both are themed, one
catering to the mountains and the other a
desert theme.

According to Terry
Fife, the general man-
ager of TopGolf USA,
the golf complex ac-
counts for approxi-
mately 6-8 percent of
the total revenue. During the summer, the
peak season, Kingstowne brings in 1,200-
1,400 mini-golfers weekly.

“It’s certainly a small piece of the pie, but
it’s also a very important piece as well,” Fife
said. “Our numbers have been consistent if
not better this year over previous years both
at the facility itself and in mini-golf. We’re
not seeing a decline.”

However, economics are different
throughout the miniature golf landscape,
as exemplified by Herndon-based Woody’s
Golf Range, where owner Woody Fitzhugh
maintains a driving range, putting green,
batting cages and miniature golf course. His
“Perils of the Lost Jungle” course includes

“It’s something the whole
family can enjoy.”

— Terry Fife, TopGolf USA

stoned-faced statues,
snakes, alligators, treasure
hunters and a T-Rex.
Woody’s is one of the most
expensive courses (a regu-
lar round costs $9.25), but
is also interactive and has
more attractions.

But Fitzhugh, who opens
his course in mid-May and
closes once school restarts,
likens the experience to a
movie — the better the
theatre, the higher con-
sumers are willing to
spend. It translated to a
record season in 2007, but
with approximately 700
weekly visitors this sum-
mer, his numbers are
down.

“I don’t know whether
last year was exceptionally
good because of the
weather or whether the

people were miniature golf fans and 50,000
mini-golf courses littered the landscape. The
fad died off briefly, but experienced a re-
birth in the baby-boom 1950s.

In some respects, however, miniature golf
is as popular as ever; there are several trade
associations: the US ProMiniGolf Associa-
tion, the Miniature Golf Association, the
Professional Miniature Golf Association and
the World Minigolf Sport Federation among
them. There’s even a pro circuit, with
Master’s and U.S. Open events that attract
players from around the world.

Miniature golf may not show up as an
ESPN primetime special — the national
championship was aired for four years, I
promise — but the game is still played by
millions every year with approximately
5,000 miniature golf courses throughout the
country.

“First and foremost, its something the
whole family can enjoy. Realistically, there
aren’t too many activities where that’s true,”
Fife said. “It’s something the parents can
look forward to because they can bring their
children as well.”

economy has slowed down a little bit,” said
Fitzhugh.

M I N I A T U R E
GOLF’S origins can
be traced to 1916,
when James Barber
hired architect Ed-
ward Wiswell to de-
sign a course behind

his summer home in Pinehurst, N.C. In
1926, New York City’s first outdoor minia-
ture golf course was built on a skyscraper
roof.

A year later, businessman Garnet Carter
built a miniature golf course on Lookout
Mountain in Tennessee to attract patrons
to his hotel and full-length course. After a
while, the miniature course had become so
popular, more people wanted to play on it
than on the regulation greens, and eventu-
ally tramped the miniature grounds. Carter
eventually discovered an artificial surface.

In short, miniature golf was no longer
miniature.

By the fall of 1930, more than 25 million

A golfer walks across the ‘green’ at TopGolf
USA in Kingstowne.

A selection of putters

 By Ben Geier

 The Gazette Packet

L
overs of obscure foreign films
oftentimes find that locating cop-
ies of such cinema is the most diffi-

cult part of their hobby. The Duncan branch
of the Alexandria Library and a Fireflies res-
taurant in Del Ray are showing recent for-
eign films as part of a program presented
by the Duncan friends of the Library Soci-
ety.

The film series, which started in October
of 2007, has grown in popularity. Originally
held at a different, smaller venue, after a
few months enough people were showing
up that the event was moved to the larger
space at Fireflies.

“[The series is] a way to show people in
the community that a library us not just
books on a shelf,” said Thom Downing, the
Film Coordinator at the Duncan Branch.
Downing explained that the series was origi-
nally to be shown in the library, but that he
volunteered to work with the Friends of the
Library Society and venue representatives
to bring the events into the community.

Fireflies owner Dan Lichens noted in an
e-mail that though people were initially
surprised the events they have hosted have
become very popular. He further explained
that Fireflies, which hosts entertainment
very frequently, is able to make sure every-
one in the house can hear through the au-
dio system and see on a 42 inch screen.

One of the biggest draws to the series is
the fact that the films being shown are dif-
ficult to see in other places.

“The films that are selected are films that
don’t have a wide range of distribution,”
said Downing adding that the series is “a
way for us to provide something that people

Foreign
Films
Available in
New Venue
 Fireflies in Del Ray
works with library on
film series.

See Film Festival,  Page 8

“Not everyone who sees
Dark Knight is going to
come see some obscure
French Comedy.”

— Thom Downing, Duncan Film
Coordinator.
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Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage
the patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for
surgery. I regard him as one of the premier dentists in the
non-surgical management of TMJ Disorders.”
—Dr. Joseph Arzadon

“Very professional environment, excellent level of service,
up-to-date dental technology.” — Anne

“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my
concerns seriously.” — Mary 

“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop
relationships with  your patients.” — Kim

“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat
your patients with respect and courtesy in a way that  is
extremely rare.” — Nancy

Trusted Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.

Cosmetic Dental Services:
• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• In Office Whitening
• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually
  painless anesthesia

Unique Dental Services:
• Dental Sleep Appliance
• Computer Preview of New Smile

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere
• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
   during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with
  Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
  Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile
  Magazine & TMJ News-n-Views

Testimonials
Michael B. Rogers, DDS

Dennis J. Holly, DMD
4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDentaal.com

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

L
ive entertainment, children’s
rides, international food and bev-
erages, and games all come to
Good Shepherd Catholic Church,

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, on Labor Day,
Monday Sept. 1. It’s the church’s 33rd An-
nual International Festival.

With a mission to raise funds for local
organizations and citizens in need, the fes-
tival was initiated 33 years ago by the
Women’s Council of Good Shepherd. Al-
though admission is free, tickets must be
purchased for raffle items, activities, rides,
plants and flowers, food, early admission
to the “White Elephant Sale,” and other
items at some booths, according to festival
organizers.

“This International Festival is a celebra-
tion that our parishioners share with each
other and the community in which we live.
It is an opportunity for everyone in our com-
munity to come together at the end of the
summer to spend the day with each other,”
said Reverend Charles C. McCoart, Jr., pas-
tor, Good Shepherd Catholic Church.

“This event is nearly 100 percent volun-
teer driven and that’s what makes it a suc-
cess every year. In addition to the fun and

Festivals

Good Shepherd Hosts 33rd Festival
fellowship, it’s a source of funding for chari-
table needs,” Rev. McCoart said.

“The International Festival enables local
charities to help those in need. Our goal is
not only charitable fund raising, but also
fellowship. Last year, the event attracted
thousands of guests,” said Lou Volchansky,
Festival Co-chairman.

One of the big events each year is the
“White Elephant Sale.” The Plant Booth,
Rose’s Bakery and White Elephant sale pur-
chases are by cash and carry only, accord-
ing to Volchansky.

Early admission to the White Elephant
event begins at noon and costs $5. After
12:30 p.m. general admission to the sale is
free.

Past organizations receiving festival funds
included Good Shepherd Emergency Assis-
tance, Good Shepherd Housing and Family
Services, United Community Ministries,
Progreso Hispano, Inc., and Shepherd’s
Gate.

In addition to parking at the church, there
is ample parking at near-by Mount Vernon
High School, with shuttle service to the
church starting at noon and ending at 6:30
p.m. All festival grounds and events are
handicap accessible, according to organiz-
ers. There is also a first aid station on the
grounds, according to church officials.

The 43 year-old Good
Shepherd parish serves
more than 3,000 families
and 11,000 parishioners
throughout Northern Vir-
ginia and the surrounding
areas. For additional infor-
mation about this event call
703-780-4055 or visit the
Good Shepherd Catholic
Church Web site at www.gs-
cc.org.

Dancers from
last year’s event

were having a
good time danc-

ing for the
crowd.

Photos by Louise

Krafft/Gazette

Packet
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Summer Specials

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

❁
❀
❁❀

❀
❀

❀
❁❀

Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse

  Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington

 Coq au vin  • Soft Shell Crab

         • Chef Specials

         • Cold Salmon Platter

Old Town

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.
Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm

730 North Saint Asaph Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

(703) 548-1616
Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think to hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.
Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

K
loud 9 are twin brothers who got their
start singing in Church. They define their
music as Smooth R&B mixed with a little
smooth jazz. They will be performing

three concerts at the Birchmere with Maysa on Fri-
day, Aug. 29, Saturday, Aug. 30 and Sunday, Aug.
31. Visit www.birchmere.com for information.
Introduce yourself or the band:

Kloud 9 is twin brothers Kendall and Kelvis Duffie.

How did you get your start in music and
how long have you been performing?

We’ve been singing most of our life. Our mother
was a church musician and like most people we
started singing in church. Our first professional in-
troduction into the music business came while we
were freshmen in high school back in Denver, Co.
We met a producer by the name of Jerry Weaver
(producer of Janet Jackson’s first album and guitar-
ist for Aretha Franklin) He heard a demo we recorded
and took us under his wings for years. We credit
him for giving us the tools we needed to go the next
level.

If applicable, How were your musicians
chosen?

Most of the musicians we use are players we’ve
met through our work as Gospel record executives
which we’ve both worked as over the past 12 years.

What is it that you love about performing?
The response it evokes from the people. We love

making people smile, making them happy through
the passion in our hearts—music.

What is your best memory when it comes
to music?

Winning our first Award last year in Detroit at the
SoulTracks Awards. We won best duo/group and
also. Winning on the same night with our special
friend Maysa Leak who also won her category made
the night even more special.

Where is your favorite place to play, either
publicly or personally?

Where ever there is one or more person who loves
good quality soul music.

Best compliment about a performance?
People telling us how they appreciate the fact that

we keep our music special and don’t try to be trendy.

What is your favorite piece of music and

why?
Michael Jackson’s “Thriller.” We love the
songs and production. Anita Baker’s “Rap-
ture” for the same reasons.

Who would you love to play with? Why?
Stevie Wonder. He is all things musical, all things

soulful and a huge inspiration to us.

Describe your sound:
Kloud 9 fits firmly in that grown and sexy style. it’s

Smooth R&B/Soul with a touch of Smooth Jazz.

Biggest musical influences:
The Jacksons, Anita Baker, Incognito, Stevie Won-

der, The Isley Brothers, The Whispers.

Where have you toured?
America, South America, Europe and the Middle

East.

Anything special about the upcoming
show?

The Friday night show Aug. 29 is our birthday. We
share that birthday with Michael Jackson.

Future plans:
We just completed a new project entitled “Enjoy

The Ride.” It’s our bests work to date. It’s releasing
in the UK very soon and a March or April 2009 US
release.

Nightlife

Kloud 9 Performs

Kloud 9

Now! 1,000s of
pictures of sports,
graduations, current
events and more—
never published,
but posted on the
Web. Free for
evaluation, available
for prints.

ConnectionNewspapers.com
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can’t get anywhere else.”
The Library sweetens the deal

for attendees by giving out door
prizes provided by Film Move-
ment, from whom the films are
purchased, and Lonely Planet
Books.

Film Movement is a company
that sends out foreign films, which
were unable to reach an audience
stateside to subscribers of their
program. In the case of the Library
program, the subscription is spon-
sored by the Duncan Friends of the
Library Society and the film is do-
nated to the library after it has
been viewed at Fireflies.

Though the series has been a
great success, those involved un-
derstand that it will never attract

From Page 3 the audience that some feel the
films deserve.

“Not everyone who sees Dark
Knight is going to come see some
obscure French comedy,” said
Downing.

Still, for those interested in the
foreign and the different, the li-
brary and Fireflies restaurant will
continue at least through January
to provide someplace for these
films to be seen.

The next film in the series will
show on Saturday, Aug. 30 at 9
p.m. The film featured will be “The
Grocer’s Son” (Le Fils de l’epicier)
presented in French with English
subtitles. The film is a “French box-
office hit about the coming-of-age
of a man rediscovering life and
love in the countryside” according
to the press release.

Film Festival

     Staff
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Photo Editor: Louise Krafft
Film: Matthew Razak
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ON THE COVER: A family enjoys one of the many
miniature golf courses that are offered in the area.

nd Note

From Page 5

Calendar

Freedom Walk. 9 a.m. at the Women’s
Memorial at Arlington National
Cemetery. Honor the victims of Sept.
11. Register online at
www.americasupportsyou.mil.

Bridge Club. 4 p.m. at Sherwood
Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Beginners and advanced
players age 12 and up. Free. 703-
765-3645.

MONDAY/SEPT. 8
 Fall Crafts. 3:30 p.m. at John

Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Children ages 6-12 can enjoy
after-school activities and crafts.
Free. 703-971-0010.

Go, Dinos, Go. 10:30 a.m. at
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Children ages
24-35 months can enjoy stories and
activities about dinosaurs. Free. 703-
339-4610.

Monday Morning Discussion. 10:30
a.m. at Martha Washington Library,
6614 Fort Hunt Road. Adults discuss
“The Lexus and the Olive Tree” by
Thomas Friedman. Free. 703-768-
6700.

All Fairfax Reads. 7:30 p.m. at
Sherwood Regional Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Discuss “The
Uncommon Reader” by Alan Bennett.
Free. 703-765-3645.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 9
 What’s New in Picture Books. 7

p.m. at John Marshall Library, 6209
Rose Hill Drive. Adults can learn
about new books for preschoolers.
Free. 703-971-0010.

Book Group. 7 p.m. at Martha
Washington Library, 6614 Fort Hunt
Road. Call for title. Free. 703-768-
6700.

 WEDNESDAY/ SEPT. 10
 Spend the Day exploring

Surreybrooke. The Green Springs
Garden will be spending the day
exploring a historic family farm in
Middletown Maryland. The day will
include a guided tour through the
gardens, lunch, and shopping. $65/
adults,

lunch is included. Call 703-642-5173 for
information.

Restaurant Night. 5-9:30 p.m. at the
Carlyle Club, 411 John Carlyle St.
Proceeds will benefit the Alexandria
Red Cross. Visit
www.thecarlyleclub.com or 703-548-
8899 for reservations.

Rising Words, Rising Images. 11
a.m. at Sherwood Regional Library,
2501 Sherwood Hall Lane. “The Poet
Slave of Cuba: A Biography of Juan
Francisco Manzano” by Margarita
Engle. Children ages 9-12. Free. 703-
765-3645.

 THURSDAY/ SEPT. 11
Stroll and Tea. Take a relaxing stroll

through the gardens and tea at The
Historic House with The Green
Spring Garden’s Garden Stroll and
Tea which will be at 4603 Green
Spring Road, Alexandria. From 1 to 3
p.m. Individuals and Groups are
welcome. $12/ individuals. Form
more information and to register call
703-642-5173.

Bugs! Bugs! Bugs! 10:30 a.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Children ages 2-3 can enjoy
stories and activities. Free. 703-971-
0010.

Music Together. 10:30 a.m. at
Sherwood Regional Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Children up to
age 5 can enjoy music and
movement. Free. 703-765-3645.


