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The Race, The Medal and The Tradeoff
Former Springfield swimmer recalls path
to gold medal finish at 1972 Munich games.

“When I say it’s a tradeoff, I mean I
traded a lot of time with my friends to

travel the world.”
— Melissa Belote Ripley

A gold-medal
athlete at the
1972 Olympic

Games, Mel-
issa Belote
Ripley is a

swim coach in
Arizona.

By Derek B. Johnson

The Connection

S
pringfield resident Ernest “Buddy”
Belote still remembers the moment
when he discovered his daughter was

a gold medal Olympian and world record
holder.

The year was 1972 and though both the
Olympics and his daughter, Melissa were in
Munich at the time, Buddy was staring ner-
vously at a teletype machine as it pounded
out the results of the 200-meter backstroke
finals, one character
at time.

Unable to make
the games, Buddy
Belote would get ad-
vance notice at the
WTOP radio station
where he worked
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when Melissa Belote’s events would come
up. After the results for the 200-meter fi-
nals came in and his daughter was declared
the winner, Buddy Belote held his breath
while waiting to see her time. Her Olympic
teammate, Sue Atwood, held the world
record of 2:21:50, and Melissa Belote, then
15, had not exactly hidden her desire to beat
that time. The first number punched onto
the page was a two, as in two minutes.

“And then the next number was a one,

Springfield Connection Editor Michael O’Connell

703-917-6440 or moconnell@connectionnewspapers.com

News

Not without a Fight GOP grassroots groups push for
candidates in ‘battleground’ state.

“When you talk to
them about John
McCain, they’ll
think ‘OK, what else
is going on?’”

— Jim Kaplan, chairman,
City of Fairfax Republican

Committee
Bonnie Fite, chair of the Republican Women of Clifton’s public rela-
tions committee, left, chats with former club President Elizabeth
Schultz, right, and her husband Brian Schultz, middle.

By Derek B. Johnson

The Connection

This is the second of two stories about the
November election and the efforts of
grassroots organizations to get the vote out.
To read the first story, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

F
ight to keep
Virginia red”
is a phrase
that can be

heard often when attend-
ing Republican fund rais-
ers and events through-
out Fairfax County. It has
become a rallying cry for
a host of grassroots orga-
nizations and a reflection
of the party’s loosening
grip in the Old Dominion
State, which has voted
solidly Republican since
the 1960s.

In what promises to be another close
presidential race, grassroots political orga-
nizations form the front lines of the con-
flict for many state and national campaigns
looking to better understand the issues and
needs of local residents. In return,
grassroots organizations like the City of
Fairfax Republican Committee (CFRC) and
Republican Women of Clifton (RWC) say
their local candidates benefit from the in-
creased political awareness brought on by
big nationalized races.

“When we’re out and it’s just a state race,

or the only race is a delegate race, people
aren’t always aware there’s something go-
ing on,” said Jim Kaplan, chairman of the
City of Fairfax Republican Committee.
“When you talk to them about [Republican
presidential candidate] John McCain, they’ll
think ‘OK, what else is going on?’ It also
helps with recruitment of volunteers.”

Kaplan said his organization, made up
entirely of volunteers,
have been going door to
door educating resi-
dents, handing out lit-
erature as well as coor-
dinating with candi-
dates’ campaigns.

As Election Day ap-
proaches, the FCRC will
ramp up its activities,
culminating in a “72-
hour plan” whereby they
will coordinate with
county and state officials
on how to best use their
resources to maximize

Republican turnout starting three days be-
fore voters go to the polls on Tuesday, Nov.
4.

“Here’s what we’re doing: we are work-
ing closely with those candidates to help
them understand the Northern Virginia
market,” said Terrie Rollins, president of the
Republican Women of Clifton. “For example,
we have traffic issues that might not be so
prevalent south of us. We meet with [the
campaigns] and say ‘Here are some of the
problems we’re facing, what does John
McCain or [U.S. Senate candidate] Jim

Gilmore offer to help?’ We understand how
the different areas are set up.”

THREE RACES remain firmly on the minds
of GOP officials in Fairfax County. In the
11th Congressional District, newcomer
Keith Fimian (R) is running against chair-
man of the Board of Supervisors Gerry
Connolly (D). In the Senate race, former
governors Jim Gilmore (R) and Mark

Warner (D) will battle to replace Sen. John
Warner (R), who is retiring at the end of
his term in 2008. In the presidential race,
Sens. John McCain (R) and Barrack Obama
(D) are both campaigning to replace George
W. Bush.

In two of those three races, the candidates
face an uphill battle. Gilmore trails Warner

See Local GOP,  Page 18

See Olympian,  Page 7
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Week in Springfield
News

Susan Cash and her Australian shepherds, Glory and
Twister, wait for the start of the Lake Accotink Canine
Cruise on Saturday, Aug. 23 at Lake Accotink.

Dogs and their owners board a boat for the Lake Accotink Canine Cruise on Saturday,
Aug. 23.

One of the many dogs to
take advantage of the Lake
Accotink Canine Cruise gets
the best seat on the boat.

Glory takes in all the sites of Lake Accotink.

The Lake Accotink Canine Cruise
gives dogs and their owners a chance
to see a part of the lake that they
normally would not see from land.

Canine
Cruisers
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Dogs and owners cruise
together on Lake Accotink.

Broker Guilty of Fraud
The president of a Vienna real estate firm pleaded guilty Fri-

day to defrauding clients of more than $1 million.
Rajasekhar Marni, 47, of Reston, pleaded guilty to federal

wire fraud and money laundering during a hearing Friday, Aug.
22 in federal court in Alexandria.

Marni faces up to 30 years in federal prison and a fine of
$500,000 and must make full restitution, according to U.S. At-
torney Chuck Rosenberg. U.S. District Court Judge T. S. Ellis,
III is scheduled to sentence Marni in October.

Marni, the president of Loanworth Corporation, Inc. in Vienna,
defrauded three sets of clients of more than $1 million, accord-
ing to Rosenberg and Joseph Persichini Jr., assistant director in
charge of the FBI’s Washington Field Office.

In March 2006, Marni arranged to purchase a Fairfax Station
house for $889,000. Marni had the homeowners, who agreed
to finance Marni’s purchase, transfer the title to him while he
signed a deed of trust detailing terms of the loan. But Marni
never recorded the loan with Fairfax County although he sub-
mitted documentation transferring the title to him, according
to Rosenberg. He eventually sold the property to a third party
and used the proceeds to buy a house for himself in Vienna.

Marni also admitted to defrauding a Lorton couple by con-
vincing them to transfer the title of their property to Loanworth,
Inc. for six months. During that time, he took out more than
$227,000 loans against the property. After the title was returned,
one of Marni’s lenders foreclosed on the home, resulting in a
loss of the victim’s equity in the property, according to
Rosenberg.

— Ken Moore

Teens May Ride with Police
Fairfax County Law Enforcement Explorer Post 1742 is look-

ing for young men and women between the ages of 14 and 20
to participate in a program designed to introduce members to
the basics of law enforcement.

“These young men and women are afforded the opportunity
to do ride alongs [with officers]. Usually there’s an age limit to
do ride alongs but with this program it’s an exception to the
rule,” said Officer Eddy Azcarate, spokesman for the Fairfax
County Police Department.

Explorers will take part in activities like fingerprinting, hand-
cuffing, processing mock crime scenes and staffing police events.
Older members will have the chance to practice shooting.

“I like to compare this group to a Boy Scout [or Girl Scout]
group. It’s the same kind of atmosphere,” said Azcarate. “It’s a
great opportunity for a teenager to see what [law enforcement]
is all about and what it entails.”

Members will meet Sept. 22, from 7-9 p.m., at the Fairfax
County Police Department Headquarters located at 4100 Chain
Bridge Road in Fairfax. An additional meeting takes place Sept.
29, from 7-9 p.m. in room 221C of the South County Govern-
ment Center located at 8350 Richmond Highway in Alexan-
dria. According to Azcarate, attendance is helpful but not re-
quired for participation.

For more information on the Fairfax County Law Enforce-
ment Explorer Post 1742, call 703-246-4311.

— Derek B. Johnson

8 Arrested at Checkpoint
Fairfax County Police Department conducted sobriety check-

points over the weekend in the Franconia Police District, mak-
ing a total of eight combined DWI arrests, 12 summonses for
traffic offenses and charging one person with public drunken-
ness.

According to a Fairfax County Police release, on Friday, Aug.
22, from 11 p.m. to 2 a.m., officers cooperated with Division
VII Virginia State Troopers to stop all motorists at the check-
points to determine whether the driver had been impaired by
alcohol or drugs. The initiative, working in conjunction with
the 200 Checkpoint Strikeforce Campaign, is designed to com-
bine enforcement with education with the purpose of raising
awareness to the dangers of drunk-driving.
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Open  9-6 7 Days

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, VA
CravensNursery.com
2 miles west of I-495
on Rt. 50(Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025

patios, walls
walkways
    paver driveways

and so much more.

25% OFF
ALL TREES
& SHRUBS

Baskets, Fountains,
Benches, Statuary
Herbs, Early Blooming
Perennials, Annuals,

Roses

FREE ESTIMATE
★ Hot Summer Deals

Hardwood Mulch
3 cu. ft. ...$2.99

FREE BUTTERFLY BUSHES
BUY 1, GET 3 FREELANDSCAPE DESIGN

FREE W/MIN PURCHASE

50-75%
OFF ALL POTS
60% OFF

Plastic &
Concrete Pots

35% OFF
Arborvitae, Yews

Blue Spruce

BOXED ROSES & BULBS
Buy 1 get 2 FREE

Beautiful Mums

Robert Samuels
Agent

rsamuels@jhnetwork.com

www.rsamuels.jhnetwork.com

8607 Westwood Center Drive, 3rd Floor

Vienna, VA 22182

You’ve made promises.

To the important people in your life.

A financial secure future.

A college education.

Continued employment.

A secure retirement.

John Hancock provides a way to help keep

those promises–to protect the wealth

you’ve accumulated, and the assets you’ll

ear in the future.

Crime

Activities reported by the Franconia
District of the Fairfax County police de-
partment through Aug. 22.

GRAND LARCENY/ASSAULT/ARREST
6500 block of Frontier Drive. Two

men were arrested after they
allegedly attempted to steal an iPod.
On Thursday, Aug. 14 at 1:30 p.m.,
the two men were inside the Best Buy
store, located at 6555 Frontier Drive.
Security employees watched the two
men as they worked together to cut
the alarm sensor off an iPod and
conceal it. When the employees
confronted the suspects they
attempted to run. One suspect was
apprehended but the other assaulted
the employee and fled the store.
Responding officers located the
second suspect nearby a short time
later. Marvin Mauricio Martinez, 21,
of no fixed address, was transported
to the Fairfax County Adult
Detention Center and charged with
aiding and abetting the concealment
of merchandise valued at more than
$200. Carlos Rodriguez, 22, of no
fixed address, was transported to the
Fairfax County Adult Detention
Center and charged with grand
larceny, possession of burglarious
tools and assault. The employee was
not injured.

MALICIOUS WOUNDING
7200 block of Commerce St. On

Sunday, Aug. 17 at around 5 p.m.,
police were called to an apartment in
the 7200 block of Commerce St. for
the report of a shot person. The
investigation determined there had
been a group of men in the
apartment who began to argue over a
business transaction. One person
displayed a knife, another pulled out
a gun and fired one round, striking
an 18-year-old Springfield-area man

in the upper body. The group fled as
police responded. The victim was
transported to Inova Fairfax Hospital
with non life-threatening injuries.
The three suspects were all described
as black, from 20-30-years old. The
investigation is ongoing. Detectives
believe the victim and suspects are
known to each other.

LARCENIES
5500 block of Alma Lane. Cash

stolen from business.
6800 block of Bland St. Cash stolen

from business.
6900 block of Bradlick Shopping

Center. Purse stolen from vehicle.
6400 block of Brandon Ave. GPS

stolen from vehicle.
6200 block of Brandon Ave. GPS

stolen from vehicle.
6100 block of Cumberland Ave.

License plate stolen from vehicle.
Edsall Road/ Industrial Road.

License plate stolen from vehicle.
5300 block of Harbor Court Drive.

Laptop computer, GPS and credit
cards stolen from vehicle.

5600 block of Heming Ave. DVD
player stolen from vehicle.

6800 block of Industrial Road.
License plate stolen from vehicle.

6800 block of Junction Blvd. Two
televisions stolen from business.

6600 block of Loisdale Road. Nine
GPS units stolen from business.

6500 block of Loisdale Court. Purse
stolen from business.

6400 block of Prospect Terrace.
Computer stolen from residence.

6600 block of Quicksilver Court.
Three diamond rings stolen from
residence.

VEHICLE THEFTS
7100 block of Highland St. 1993

Honda Civic reported stolen.

7800 block of Loisdale Road. 1995
Honda Accord reported stolen.

5700 block of South Van Dorn St.
Ford F550 pickup truck reported
stolen.

Activities reported by the West Spring-
field District of the Fairfax County police
department through Aug. 22.

GRAND LARCENY/NARCOTICS/
ARREST
Middle Ruddings Drive/ Fifth

Place. Police were called to the area
of Middle Ruddings Drive and Fifth
Place at on Tuesday, Aug. 19, at 1:53
a.m., for a vehicle tampering.
Officers learned that an alert citizen
watched as two males exited a
waiting car and attempted to break
into other cars in a neighborhood by
pulling door handles. When the two
suspects entered a parked car, the
witness approached them and they
fled. A female in the suspects’ car
drove away. Officers located the two
suspects in the vehicle and the third
suspect walking nearby. Further
investigation determined the suspects
were reportedly in possession of
items stolen from other vehicles. In
addition, one was in possession of
drug paraphernalia. All three
suspects were transported to the
Fairfax County Adult Detention
Center. Yusuf Benghuzzi, 18, of the
6100 block of Lynley Terrace in
Alexandria, was charged with grand
larceny and possession of drug
paraphernalia. Patrick Hayward, 18,
of the 5100 block of Celtic Drive in
Alexandria, was charged with grand
larceny. Natasha Black, 19, of 6509
Walso Court in Alexandria, was
charged with grand larceny. An
outstanding warrant for an unrelated
case was also served on Black.
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Katie Schmehl, 14, swims for the Sleepy Hollow Swim
Team.

Katie Goes for Gold
With support of teammates, girl
realizes dream of competition.

By Ciara Richards

The Connection

O
n Monday, July 21, Katie Schmehl of Falls Church real-
ized her long-time dream of swimming with the Sleepy
Hollow Swim Team. She swam in a B meet at the Forrest

Hollow pool.
Katie, 14, has physical disabilities, is non-verbal and has bal-

ance and mobility issues. She also has moderate to severe intel-
lectual disabilities.

Katie’s 12-year-old sister Tori swims for Sleepy Hollow Recre-
ation Association every summer. For years, Katie has watched
Tori go to practice twice a week and participate in the meets and
has always hoped to join her sister on the team.

“Katie wants to do everything her sister
does,” said Tricia Schmehl, the girls’ mother.
“She has been really pushing this for the past
three to four years.”

Katie first competed on the Friday before the
meet at Forrest Hollow. The team was having
a reverse meet, where the parents swam while
the children played the role of the parents and
coaches. Katie was asked if she wanted to swim
as well. As a result, Katie’s first competition
was against adults.

Katie was then asked if she wanted to swim at the meet on the
following Monday, and she indicated that she did.

ON MONDAY, Katie’s dream became a reality as the swim
coaches, parent representatives and other members of the teams
all helped to allow her to participate in the meet.

“Not only did they help us put her in, but they also rallied and
really encouraged her,” said Tricia Schmehl. She described how
the cheers erupted as Katie was lifted out of the pool.

“This really improved and expanded her relationship with the
kids at the pool,” said Tricia Schmehl. She described how the
experience allowed the children to see that Katie was not so dif-
ferent and that she could do the same things that they could.

Following the meet, Katie was presented with an award at the
award ceremony for the team. “The parents and kids went nuts
clapping. It was really overwhelming to see the support,” said
Tricia Schmehl. “Katie was so shocked, she had a big smile on
her face.”

“It was the highlight of the summer for us,” Tricia Schmehl
said. “My husband and I are still talking about it.

“It was the
highlight of
the summer

for us.”
— Tricia Schmehl

Viewpoints

What’s been the most memorable moment for you
from the Beijing Olympics?

“Usain Bolt winning the 100
meters and 200 meters.”
Everett Eberhardt, Fairfax

“Probably like everybody else,
Michael Phelps.”
Al Galberth, Burke

People

— Michael O’Connell

“Watching gymnastics, during
the team events, when the gym-
nast missed sticking her landing.”
Robey Manno, Burke

Profile

Getting To Know ...

Brenna Dolan models an outfit during
Baltimore’s Fashion Week.

By Esther Pak

The Connection

B
renna Dolan is a rising ninth grade student
who has walked the hallways every day at
Robinson Secondary School in Fairfax.
However, On Aug. 12-15, Dolan walked the

runway at the inaugural Baltimore’s Fashion Week.
The event took place at the War Memorial Building
in Baltimore, Md., and featured the newest designs
of nine Baltimore’s designers.

Brenna is a graduate of Barbizon Modeling School
and is represented by L&M Modeling, but she is also
experienced in the pageant arena. She first became
involved in pageants at age 9, when she received
some mail about the National American Miss pag-
eant.

“At first, my mom and I laughed about it, but we
realized that it wasn’t a beauty pageant. It was a
scholarship pageant based on poise, confidence and
most of all, the interview,” wrote Brenna in an e-
mail to The Connection. She has been a resident of
the Kings Park neighborhood in Fairfax for 12 years.

What is your most memorable pageant-
memory to date?

My most memorable memory was when I was
crowned Miss Virginia Jr. Pre-Teen 2003. I remem-
ber standing on the stage with bubbles floating from
the ceiling and tears steaming down my face while I
was being crowned. I love watching the video of me
walking forward completely stunned that I had won.
How were you able to participate in
Baltimore’s Fashion Week?

My agent sent me an e-mail about an audition for
fashion week back in November, and I was immedi-
ately interested.
What was your favorite aspect about being
a part of Fashion Week?

There is no comparison for the feeling I get when
I’m walking the runway in front of hundreds of
people. You don’t even see the audience because
you’re so focused on not tripping and just showing

Brenna Dolan, who took
part in Baltimore’s
Fashion Week.

off the garment you’re modeling. It’s so thrilling, and
I can’t wait to get back up there.

Did the even present any chal-
lenges?

The only challenge was driving to
Baltimore almost every weekend for fit-
tings and rehearsals. I had to miss many

swim meets and the first week of volleyball practice.
Favorite outfit you modeled for Fashion
Week?

My favorite outfit was a dress made by LT Dickens.
It was a gorgeous gold strapless dress with a low-
waisted bubble skirt.
Do you see yourself pursuing modeling as
a career?

Yes. I hope to sign with Elite model management
or Ford models and possibly go international.
“America’s Next Top Model” is also an option.
Hobbies and extracurricular activities?

I play volleyball for my school on the freshman
team. I take ballet, tap and pointe classes and swim
during the summer. I also enjoy doing community
service, being a Girl Scout and swing dancing for
fun.
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and then we knew it was going to be
faster than the world record. So the minute
I saw that one, I knew she had done it, and
I let out some kind of a ‘Whoaaa!” said
Buddy Belote.

THAT GARBLED expression may be the
closest way to describe Buddy Belote’s feel-
ings about his daughter’s accomplishments
that day. As for the three-time Olympic gold
medal winner herself, her memory of those
few weeks in Munich remained sharp, even
after 36 years. The world record for the 200-
meter backstroke held a particularly quirky
allure to her. The time, 2:21:50, also hap-
pens to be Springfield’s Zip code.

“Everybody was kind of mesmerized be-
cause [of that]. When I went to trials, ev-
eryone was telling me ‘Break your Zip
code,’” said Melissa Belote Ripley, now mar-
ried and coaching the Rio Salado Swim Club
12-and-under team in Arizona. “It became
a cute little twist on the whole thing.”

Though the opening ceremonies in
Munich were staged Aug. 26, Ripley’s first
event, the 100-meter backstroke preliminar-
ies, wasn’t scheduled until Sept. 1. Her
preparation was both dull and tiring. She

described her routine in the days leading
up to her events.

“You literally sleep and swim,” said Ripley,
who attended Robert E. Lee High School.

Though her three gold medals were met
with a wave of adulation and publicity back
in the Washington, D.C. area, her accom-
plishments had to share the national and
international stage with one of the more
newsworthy Olympic Games of the last 50
years. Mark Spitz shook the world by win-
ning seven gold medals and setting world
records in every event, the U.S. Basketball
team saw its undefeated streak snapped in
the infamous USA-USSR gold medal game
and Australian swimmer Shane Gould won
five medals, three of them gold.

When asked about her place in those
Olympic games, she said she was tremen-
dously proud of her accomplishments but
“When you think of the ’72 Olympics, you
think of Mark Spitz and Shane Gould”.

However, all of those events took a
backseat to the 11 Israeli athletes and
coaches that were taken hostage and later
killed along with a German police officer
by the Palestinian militant group Black Sep-
tember. Ripley said those events probably
overshadowed her accomplishments, par-
ticularly on the world stage, but that she

received more than enough attention when
she returned home to Springfield.

Buddy Belote, recalled agreeing with his
wife not to even discuss the possibility of
the Olympics with their daughter until the
day she eventually qualified for them.

“We didn’t want to put her under that kind
of pressure, so we didn’t talk about it while
she was working her way up,” said Buddy
Belote, who shared a birthday with the
opening ceremonies of the 1972 games.

Ripley discussed some of the normal teen-
age social activities she missed out on due
to her commitments as an Olympic and in-
ternational swimmer.

“The thing is, it’s a tradeoff, and I was
very fortunate because I knew that if I went
to the dance after the football game or what-
ever else was going on that I still had to get
up in the morning and go to practice,” she
said.

She missed 86 days of school that year,
and the days she did spend were usually
exhausting. On an average school day, the
alarm clock would go off at 4 a.m. By 4:45
a.m., Ripley would be in the water practic-
ing until 7 a.m. She didn’t have a first pe-
riod class, and so was able to go home, lay
down for half an hour while her mother
prepared breakfast before driving her to

school.
“When I say it’s a tradeoff, I mean I traded

a lot of time with my friends to travel the
world,” said Ripley. “That’s basically how I
look at it. By the age of 21, I had visited
over 40 countries.”

AS A COACH with a son and daughter both
involved in swimming, Ripley said she keeps
her medals in a safe-deposit box, choosing,
as her father did, not to burden her chil-
dren with the pressure to live up to any stan-
dard other than those they set for them-
selves.

“They know it’s all packed away and all
there,” Ripley said. “Someday, it’s all going
to come out but there’s something about
telling your children ‘You’re the ones grow-
ing up now, you need to know this is your
home where you can display all your stuff.’”

Ripley said she’s been watching the cur-
rent Olympics, which saw American swim-
mer Michael Phelps break Spitz’s record en
route to winning eight gold medals in eight
competitions. Like her father, she doesn’t
wait for the events to air on television to
learn the outcomes.

“I can’t stand not knowing. Then, when
they show it on TV, I know exactly what to
look for,” she said.

News

Olympian Recalls Record-Setting Race
From Page 3

Your Home…Your Neighborhood…
Your Newspaper
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The County Line

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

I
f a high school student earns a 92 per
cent average in the fall semester of
their honors calculus course, what
grade do they receive?

Well, it depends on where they live.
If the student attends a Fairfax County

Public School, she earns a B plus. If she goes
to a school across the Potomac River in
Montgomery County, Md., the student re-
ceives an A.

The discrepancy in grade point averages
(GPA) for the same grade in an honors class
is even wider.

In Fairfax County, a 92 percent in an hon-
ors calculus class translates into a 3.5 GPA.
In Montgomery County, the same score
would earn a 5.0 GPA for that course.

FAIRFAX COUNTY employs a tougher six-
point grading scale than the traditional 10-
point scale used by Montgomery County
and several other school systems.

In Fairfax, students must earn a 94 per-
cent to receive an A,  an 84 percent to earn
a B and  a 74 percent to earn a C. The 10-
point scale awards an A for a score of 90
percent, a B for a score of 80 percent, and a
C for a score of 70 percent.

Fairfax also adds a lighter “weight” to the
GPAs of students who do advanced
coursework.

Fairfax County will bump students up a
.5 point on the GPA scale for a course an
Advanced Placement (AP) or International
Baccalaureate (IB) class. But students who
take an honors
course receive no
GPA benefit. In Mont-
gomery County, stu-
dents enrolled in
both honors and AP/
IB classes automati-
cally earn a 1.0 GPA
bonus.

Some parents and
students said these
differences in grading add up and ultimately
hurt Fairfax students. Last January, a hand-
ful of county residents formed FAIRGRADE,
a coalition that advocates for changes to
Fairfax County Public Schools grading poli-
cies.

One McLean High School graduate specu-
lates that his GPA would have been a 4.1 in
Montgomery County, even though it was
only a 3.4 in Fairfax. Had he received above
a 4.0 GPA, the student would have been
considered one of McLean’s valedictorians
and said he might have been looked at more
favorably by colleges.

In addition to college admission, a
student’s GPA impacts whether they qualify
for merit-based scholarships, college hon-

ors programs, collegiate
sports programs and
“good student” car insur-
ance discounts.

According to FAIR-
GRADE, there is proof
that Fairfax County stu-
dents receive GPAs that
are, on average, lower
than their peers.

The organization’s
analysis shows that about
10 percent of Fairfax stu-
dents have a GPA of  3.75
or higher. In other com-
parable school districts
across the country, the
share of students with a
GPA of that caliber is
closer to 20 or 30 per-
cent, they said.

“Our kids will be re-
viewed against kids from
Montgomery County. … And our kids are
competing with fewer A’s,” said Megan
McLaughlin, a co-founder of FAIRGRADE,
parent and Braddock community member.
McLaughlin has also worked for admissions
offices at Georgetown and Duke universi-
ties.

FAIRFAX COUNTY Public Schools agreed
to review the impact of its grading policy
in response to the agitation of FAIRGRADE
and other county residents.

Pat Murphy, an assistant superintendent
with the school system, said he expects to
issue a report on Fairfax County’s grading

policies to Superin-
tendent Jack Dale by
late fall. The school
system also held a
“Grading Policy
Round Table” —
which more than 200
residents attended in
the middle of a work-
day — Aug. 25. The
round table featured

college admission officers from the Univer-
sity of Maryland at College Park, George
Mason University, University of Virginia and
Johns Hopkins University.

Of those admissions officers who attended
the forum, the reactions to FAIRGRADE’s
proposed changes to Fairfax’s grading poli-
cies were mixed.

None of the admission officers thought
the change from a six-point to a 10-point
scale would hurt Fairfax County Public
Schools reputation. But most had doubts
that it would have much of a positive im-
pact on how Fairfax County students would
be viewed by college admissions officers.

“I couldn’t care less if [an A means] 94 to
100 or 90 to 100,” said Greg Roberts, the

University of Virginia’s senior associate dean
of admission. Roberts has also worked in
admissions at Emory or Georgetown uni-
versities.

Virginia reviews its undergraduate appli-
cations holistically and the admissions of-
ficer has a profile of the school district and
individual school the student attends. They
try to put the students’ grades in context
and not just judge by how high their GPA
may be or how many A’s they might have,
said Roberts.

“We try and get an understanding of what
the grade means in that school and in that
class,” he added.

IF FAIRFAX changed its grading policy and
started awarding more A’s, Roberts and the
other three admissions officers said it would
not result in more Fairfax students being
accepted to their institutions.

“This is not going to be a silver bullet.
Don’t get too far out ahead as to how much
this would change things,” said Andrew
Flagel, the dean of admissions at Mason.

Flagel added that, even if the grading
polices changed, it is not clear that student
grades would alter that drastically. Teach-
ers have a lot of discretion when it comes
to grades and could continue to give the
same marks regardless of the policy change,
he said.

Hopkins undergraduate admissions dean,
John Latting, said moving toward award-
ing more A’s could actually hurt higher
achieving students. When more students
receive A’s, it is harder for colleges and uni-
versities to discern whom the very high
achieving students are, he said.

“If the number of A’s given out increases
by three times, then the value of the A goes
down,” said Latting, who has also worked
at the California Institute of Technology and

Stanford University.
Latting added that certain regions of the

country, such as California, are famous for
grade inflation. Other areas, like New En-
gland, are known for having “depressed”
grades.

He suggested the school system first look
at increasing the GPA “weights” awarded
for honors and AP/IB classes, so that those
students injecting more “rigor” into their
coursework are rewarded.

But all admissions officers acknowledged
that Fairfax’s grading policy probably drives
down the amount of scholarship money stu-
dents receive. Few national scholarship pro-
grams — such as those offered by large
business organizations — “reconfigure” stu-
dent GPAs to account for a tougher grading
scale or “weighting” system the way a col-
lege admissions office would. Many simply
have a GPA cut off that Fairfax students
might be less likely to meet.

“There is more substantial argument on
the scholarship side,” said Flagel.

A few FAIRGRADE members also point
out that Fairfax County’s grading policies
could put students at a disadvantage with
colleges and universities outside of the re-
gion.

One panelist, Woodson PTA president
Catherine Potter, said many schools farther
away from Fairfax County are not familiar
with the school district’s reputation and do
not account for its tougher grading policies.

“FCPS is not well known once you leave
the mid-Atlantic area,” she said.

During her son’s college search last year,
Potter said she discovered that some
schools, including the University of Califor-
nia, Los Angeles (UCLA), do not account
for “pluses” or “minuses” on grades, mean-
ing that a B plus – or 93 percent in Fairfax
County – would be looked at as a B.

Panel discusses whether
tougher grading scale put students
at a disadvantage.

Does Fairfax Give Fair Grades?

School Board member Janie Strauss (Dranesville) chats with FAIRGRADE co-founder
Sara Pacque’-Margolis after a Grading Policy Round Table Aug. 25.
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“If the number of A’s given
out increases by three
times, then the value of
the A goes down.”
— Andrew Flagel, dean of admissions,

George Mason University
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Opinion

Register, Vote
The deadline to register to vote or update

your address for the Nov. 4 election is Mon-
day, Oct. 6. To register to vote, download a
form from:

http://www.sbe.virginia.gov/cms/
Forms_Publications/Index.html

Fill it out and mail it to your local elections
office. You can also register in person dur-
ing business hours, or pick up a form in a
library or other public places.

After you register, you will receive confir-
mation and a voting card in the mail. You
can call the elections office to verify that you
are registered.

Fairfax County Office of Elections
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite

323
Fairfax, Virginia 22035-0081
703-222-0776 phone
703-324-2205 fax
703-324-4700 for 24-hour recorded infor-

mation

To find your polling place, go to
www.sbe.virginia.gov and click on “voter

information.”
Polling places will be open from 6 a.m. to

7 p.m. on Election Day.

Prepare To Vote in November
Make plans now for Tuesday, Nov. 4.

Y
ou will want to vote on Tuesday, Nov.
4. You’ll want to be part of choosing
the next president. In Virginia, you’ll
also choose a new U.S. senator to

replace retiring John Warner (R), and you’ll
also vote in a contest for the U.S. House of
Representatives.

To vote, you’ll need to be registered.
The deadline to register to vote or update

your address for the Nov. 4 election is Mon-
day, Oct. 6.

Your vote has never counted as much as it
could this fall. While Virginia has voted reli-
ably for the Republican candidate for president
for more than a generation, with hundreds of
thousands of new voters, many in Northern
Virginia, and Democrats winning recent state-
wide elections, both political parties are ac-
tively working in Virginia right now.

You’ll also need to plan to spend some time
at your polling place, because there is likely to
be record turnout for this hotly contested elec-
tion. When you go to vote, allow enough time
to wait in line. Come prepared with identifica-
tion, and know your rights.

Virginia voters are asked to show some form
of identification when they go to the polls to
voteº— voter registration card; Virginia driver’s
license; social security card; any identification
card issued by a federal, state or local govern-
ment agency; or any employer identification
card with a photograph.

But if you arrive at the polls without identi-
fication, you can still vote by signing a state-
ment affirming your identity. Exception: If this
is the first time you vote since registering to
vote by mail, and if you did not include a copy
of your ID with your application, and do not
bring ID with you to vote, you cannot sign the
affirmation statement; you can still vote, ask
for and fill out a provisional ballot.

EXCERPTS from the State Board of Elections:
As a Virginia Voter, you have the following

rights:
❖ To be treated with courtesy and respect

by the election officials
❖ To vote if you have registered at your cur-

rent address at least 29 days before Election

Editorial

Day.
❖ To seek help from the election officials if

you are unsure about anything relating to the
voting process.

❖ To be given a demonstration of how the
voting equipment works.

❖ To enter the full name of a write-in candi-
date if the candidate of your choice is not on
the ballot (except in party primaries).

❖ To have a ballot brought to your vehicle
instead of entering the polling place if you are
65 years of age or older, or if you are disabled.

❖ To have an officer of election or other per-
son help you vote if you are physically disabled

or unable to read or write.
Blind voters may have any per-
son assist them.  Other voters
may have anyone who is not
their employer or union repre-

sentative assist them.
❖ To vote even if you have no identification

with you at the polling place.  You must sign
the “Affirmation of Identity” statement before
voting if you have no ID.

❖ To vote a Provisional Ballot if your status
as a qualified voter is in question, and to be
present when the Electoral Board meets to
determine if your ballot will be counted.  See
“Provisional Ballots” below.

❖ To bring your minor child (age 15 or
younger) into the voting booth with you to
observe you vote.

❖ To vote if you are in line by 7 p.m. when
the polls close.

❖ To cast an absentee ballot if you are quali-
fied to vote absentee.

❖ To register to vote absentee in Virginia if
you are a U.S. Citizen overseas and your last
residence in the U. S. was in Virginia, or you
are a Virginia resident away in the military.

IF YOU FEEL your voting rights have been
violated or that you may have witnessed an
election law being broken, it is important to
report the incident before the polls have closed,
preferably while you are still there. Contact
the State Board of Elections at 1-800-552-
9745, or via e-mail at info@sbe.virginia.gov.

The Voter Registrar will investigate your case

and may be able to resolve the problem imme-
diately.

If you still believe your voting rights may
have been violated or may be violated, you
have 10 days to file a formal complaint with
the State Board of Elections.

Don’t forget that you also have responsibili-
ties as a voter, including:

❖ To treat the election officials with cour-
tesy and respect.

❖ To keep your voter registration informa-
tion up-to-date with your current address.

❖ To ask for help if you do not know how to
use the voting equipment or have other ques-
tions about the voting process.

❖ To check your ballot for correctness be-
fore casting it. Once your ballot is cast, you
cannot be given another ballot even if you think
you voted incorrectly.

❖ To ask the election official to call the Gen-
eral Registrar’s office before you leave the poll-
ing place if you have problems regarding your
eligibility to vote or the casting of your ballot.

Letters

Defending TJ
To the Editor:

I am writing in response to the
July 31 article entitled “Seeking
More Diversity at TJ.”

As a parent of grade school and
middle school children, I would
like them to have the same chance
at getting into Thomas Jefferson
High School for Science and Tech-
nology as anyone else. All students
should be judged on the same

Fimian Backer
To the Editor:

Keith Fimian, 11th District con-
gressional candidate, has repeat-
edly stated that issues like energy,
economy and national security are
more important than cultural is-
sues, and I think he’s right. While
social issues like abortion rally the
activists, rising gas prices and fall-
ing home values affect everyone,
and we need a congressman that
will be responsive to those needs.

I have been disappointed that
Gerry Connolly (D) hasn’t taken a
position for or against offshore
drilling, despite the fact that 75
percent of the country and Demo-

crats like Mark Warner and Jim
Webb support it. I was even more
disappointed that Gerry Connolly
supported raising the gas tax, de-
spite the record highs we’re al-
ready paying.

Keith Fimian be-
lieves in
commonsense prin-
ciples he learned
when he built his suc-

cessful business from the ground
up. Unlike Gerry Connolly, he’s not
beholden to anyone, and he put
forward many ideas on how to
solve our country’s problems.
Connolly believes he can hide out
until Election Day because he al-
ready has it wrapped up. I hope

the voters of the 11th District will
prove him wrong.

Stephen Spiker
Fairfax

scale. If quotas were established
requiring a certain number of stu-
dents to be selected from each
middle school, then the candidates
with the highest qualifications
wouldn’t necessarily be the ones
chosen to attend TJ. The same
thing would happen if race quo-
tas were established. Students
should not be discriminated
against just because they are white
or go to a certain middle school
where there are several highly
qualified applicants. Let’s not un-
dermine the high quality of the
Thomas Jefferson student body.

Charlie Peterson
Springfield
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Arts❖Entertainment❖Leisure

Leisure

Ciao Roma, oil on canvas by
Lisa Neher

Fairfax Art League’s September
show is “Two of Four,” with Lisa Neher as
the artist of the month. A versatile artist who
expresses exuberance through numerous me-
dia, Neher displays in oil for this show. The
artist’s reception will be Monday, Sept. 8,

from 7-9 p.m. Refreshments
will be served; admission and
is free. The show runs from
Sept. 8 through Oct. 2, at
Fairfax Old Town Hall, sec-

ond floor, 3999 University Drive, Fairfax.
Free parking in nearby city lots. The building
is wheelchair accessible with a ramped en-
trance on Main Street and elevators to second
floor. Gallery hours are Monday through
Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Call 703-273-2377
or City Park’s Art Line at 703-352-ARTS ext.
5 or visit www.fairfaxartleague.com.

The Springfield Art Guild will feature
aritsts Yasuko Riggs and Ginny Oetjen-
Gerdes through Sept. 17, at the Kingstowne
Library,  6500 Landsdowne Centre, Alexan-
dria. Open Monday through Thursday, 10
a.m.–9 p.m., Friday 10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat-
urday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Call 703-339-4610 or
contact Deena Sanks at 703-825-1334 or
deenalynn@msn.com.

Tulips in Light, tempura by
Yasuko Riggs

Gallery

Kitty Hawk, oil on canvas by
Lisa Neher

Hot Rods for a Hot Day
Ninth Annual Clifton Car
Show benefits charity.

“The more I looked at it the better I liked it.”
— Jim Chesley

By Steve Hibbard

The Connection

H
ot rods and cool cars will be rolling into
the Town of Clifton on Monday, Sept. 1.,
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m., for the ninth an-
nual Labor Day Car Show.

About 400 cars will be on display on Main Street  —
everything from antiques, street rods, customs, clas-
sics to motorcycles. Some Smart Cars and hybrids will
be on display, but the main attraction will be the an-
tiques. Last year’s event drew about 2,500 people.

The Clifton Lions Club will be selling hotdogs and
hamburgers. The Clifton Presbyterian Church will of-
fer meatball subs and the Pink Pantry will serve coffees
and pastries. Mayor Tom Peterson will be selling ice
cream in his shop as well.

In addition, a deejay will be playing oldies and visi-
tors may win door prizes and dash plaques will be pre-
sented to the first 250 show vehicles.

Fifty trophies will be awarded this year, with about 40 of them
being “Participant Pick” awards, the remaining being specialty tro-
phies like Ladies Choice, Best Motorcycle, Best Antique, said orga-
nizer Jim Chesley. Specialty trophies will be in the shape of 10-
inch painted plates.

This year’s show benefits Life with Cancer, which provides classes
through the Inova Healthcare System, support, information and
education to people facing cancer. Life With Cancer offers pro-
gram and services free of charge to people with cancer and their
relatives regardless of where the treatment is received. Life With
Cancer will have its own booth at the show.

“The more I looked at it the better I liked it,” said Chesley. “When
my dad died in 1994. It would have been nice to have a support
group back then,” said Chesley.

In addition, a 50-50 raffle will give away a DeWalt leather Cycle
jacket personally autographed by Matt Kenseth for $5/ticket or 5/
$20. Donations are 100 percent tax deductible.

Registration is $15 at the gate. For show and vendor informa-
tion, contact Jim Chesley, 703-830-2129 or by e-mail
jcchesley@aol.com. To learn more about the event visit
www.customcrusiersnova.com. For more about Life With Cancer,
call 703-776-2841 or visit www.lifewithcancer.org.

A variety of antique cars and trucks were on display for the 2007 Clifton Car Show. The annual event returns
on Monday, Sept. 1, raising money for Life With Cancer.

At last year’s show, Paul and Pam Balash share information
about their 1942 Willy’s Coupe Gasser with onlookers.
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

YOU WANT QUALITY SERVICE
FROM A LOCAL AGENT

Chris Umbel
State Farm Agent

703-751-4404
We are open on Saturdays!

Hablamos Español
Visit Us at www.novainsure.com

State Farm Home Office Bloomington, IL State Farm.com

Auto • Home • Business • Life • Health

Your Friendly, Neighborhood Thrift Shop

YESTERDAY’S ROSE
where you never see the same thing twice

9960 Main St. Fairfax, VA • 703-385-9517 • www.yesterdaysrose.org

Proceeds Benefit: American Red Cross-Nat’l Capital Ch. • The Arc of Northern Virginia
• National Council of Jewish Women-No. Virginia Section • Service Source Inc.

Clothing •Furniture • Housewares
Not valid with other discounts or sales.

CLEAN SWEEP

50% Off
Storewide

SUN. 8/31/08 10am-7pm
Not valid with other discounts or sales. Must
present coupon before sale is rung up.

LUNES LOCO
75% Off

Clothes, Shoes, Purses
MON. 09/01/08, 10am-7pm

Calendar

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-917-6459. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

THURSDAY/AUG. 28
 Russian Cultural Heritage Night.

Traditional Russian music played on
traditional instruments such as the
balalaika. 7:30 p.m. Ossian Hall Park,
7900 Heritage Drive, Annandale.
Free. Call 703-324-7469 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances.

Time for School. Stories and activities
about starting school. Age 3-5 with
adult. 1 p.m. Kingstowne Library,
6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Call to register 703-339-
4610.

The Wild Creatures of Fairfax
County. Learn about the wildlife
found at Hidden Pond Nature Center
and other parts of Fairfax County,
and meet some live critters.
Presented by Hidden Pond Nature
Center. 10:30 a.m. All ages. Richard
Byrd Library, 7250 Commerce St.,
Springfield. Call to register 703-451-
8055.

Sonata Arctica with Blood Corps. 7
p.m. All ages; $22 in advance, $25 at
the door. Jaxx Night Club, 6355
Rolling Road, Springfield. Call 703-
569-5940 or visit www.jaxxroxx.com.

FRIDAY/AUG. 29
 City of Fairfax Alte Kameraden

German Band.  Featuring the
Blaskapelle Alte Kameraden
Bavarian band. You are invited to
AUG-toberfest with authentic fest
musik and “gemultichkeit”. 7:30 p.m.
Lake Accotink Park, 7500 Accotink
Park Road, Springfield. Free. Call
703-324-7469 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances.

Ponderings - Local Geology. Try
panning for gold and use a
microscope to spy on micro minerals
at Hidden Pond Nature Center from
3:30 to 5 p.m. This program is
suitable for children ages 6 to 10
years. Reservations are required. The
cost is $6 per child. To reserve,
Hidden Pond Nature Center, 8511
Greeley Blvd., Springfield. call 703-
451-9588.

After Dark in the Park – Eels.
Explore creek life at Hidden Pond
Nature Center from 7:30-9:30 p.m.
The program ends with a campfire
and s’mores. Wear shoes that can get
wet. For children ages six years and
older. Reservations required. $8 per
child. Hidden Pond Nature Center,
8511 Greeley Blvd., Springfield. Call
703-451-9588.

SATURDAY/AUG. 30
Back to School Local Band Bash.

1:15 p.m. All ages; $10 in advance,
$12 at the door. Jaxx Night Club,
6355 Rolling Road, Springfield. Call
703-569-5940 or visit
www.jaxxroxx.com.

SUNDAY/AUG. 31
Potomac Hosta Club. 12 p.m. Picnic,

Hostas auction and plant exchange.
Heather Hills Nurseries at 8111 Ox
Road, Fairfax Station. New members
always welcome. For more
information, call 703-866-2211 or
visit hostaclub@gmail.com.

Krass Judgement Fest. All ages; $10
in advance, $12 at the door. Jaxx
Night Club, 6355 Rolling Road,
Springfield. Call 703-569-5940 or
visit www.jaxxroxx.com.

MONDAY/SEPT. 1
Labor Day Car Show. 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Street rods, customs, antiques,

See Calendar,  Page 12
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Springfield Connection Assistant Editor Paula Friedrich

703-917-6459 or fairfax@connectionnewspapers.comCalendar

From Page 11

muscle cars, classics and more. Food and
music, prizes and trophies. All
proceeds benefit Life with Cancer. On
the streets of Historic Clifton. Call
Jim Chesley, 703-830-2129.

Labor Day Picnic. St. Mary of
Sorrows Church is hosting its annual
Labor Day Picnic on the church
grounds. Open to all. 10:20 a.m.-5
p.m. This will begin a year long
celebration commemorating St
Mary’s founding 150 years ago. Live
bands, historic reenactors, 1850s
games, rides, raffle and bingo. Food,
crafts and baked goods for sale.
Located at the intersection of Fairfax
Station Road and Route 123 in
Fairfax. 703-978-4141.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 2
A is for Apple. 10:30 a.m. Stories,

activities and a craft. Age 2-3 with
adult. Lorton Library, 9520
Richmond Highway, Lorton. 703-
339-7385.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 3
Practice your English. 10:15 a.m.

and 7:30 p.m. Conversation group for
people learning English. Adults.
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria. Call
703-339-4610.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 4
Daytime Book Discussion Group.

12:15 p.m. “Mohawk” by Richard
Russo. Adults. Kingstowne Library,
6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Call 703-339-4610.

Back-to-School Beauty. Hair care
and hairstyle tips for teens. 4 p.m.
Lorton Library, 9520 Richmond
Highway, Lorton. 703-339-7385.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 5
Leukemia Cup Regatta. The National

Capital Area Chapter of The
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
invites area sailors and power boaters
to the Leukemia Cup Regatta. 12
p.m. The National Capital Area
Chapter Honorary Skipper, Tyler
MeDille, will be participating in the
Regatta in his first experience outside
his home since he was diagnosed
with a rare form of leukemia when
he was 8 months old. One-Design
and PHRF style boats welcome. Races
will take place throughout the day.
Spectator boats will be available to
take people out, $10 per person.
Registration fees vary per boat. Old
Dominion Boat Club, 1 King St.,
Alexandria. Call Loree Lipstein at
703-960-1100, or visit
www.leukemiacup.org/nca.

Lunch Bunch. 12 p.m. Bring Lunch
and come for stories. Birth-5 with
adult. John Marshall Library, 6209
Rose Hill Drive, Alexandria. Call 703-
971-0010.

On the Go. 10:30 a.m. Stories and
activities about things on the move.
Age 15-35 months with adult.
Richard Byrd Library, 7250
Commerce St., Springfield. Call 703-
451-8055.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 6
Impaled with Phobia, Malignancy,

Illogicist, Maruta, Freehand
Arson, Emesis. 6:15 p.m. All ages.
$13 in advance, $15 at the door. Jaxx
Night Club, 6355 Rolling Road,
Springfield. Call 703-569-5940 or
visit www.jaxxroxx.com.

Propagation Series: Seed Saving.
9:30-11 a.m. Learn the basics of seed
saving, including seed harvest,
drying, cleaning and storage. Venture
into the gardens with Mary Frogale,
propagation horticulturist, and
collect seed to take home from
unique annuals and perennials.  $22.

Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road, Alexandria. Call 703-
642-5173 or visit
www.greenspring.org.

Family Fun: Monarch Magic. 2-3:30
p.m. Children 5 and up with
accompanying adult explore the life
cycle of monarch butterflies. Make a
caterpillar cage, add a milkweed
snack, and adopt a tiny larva to take
home to release in your own garden.
$10/project. Green Spring Gardens,
4603 Green Spring Road, Alexandria.
Call 703-642-5173 or visit
www.greenspring.org.

Canoeing. Learn the basic mechanics
of canoeing with an emphasis on
safety and enjoyment. 1-3 p.m. Then
take to the water and experience the
55-acre lake, the wetland, streams
and views of waterfowl and marsh
life while paddling a canoe. Children
under 16 must be accompanied by an
adult. Canoes and life jackets are
provided. Bring a water bottle and
snack if desired. The cost is $12 per
person. For reservations, call 703-
569-0285. Lake Accotink Park, 7500
Accotink Park Road in Springfield.
Visit http://fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
accotink.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 7
Northern Virginia Regional Park

Authority Dog Days. 12-4 p.m.
Participating parks include Bull Run
Water Park in Centreville, Downpour
Water Park at Algonkian Regional
Park in Sterling, Great Waves at
Cameron Run Regional Park in
Alexandria, Pirate’s Cove at Pohick
Bay Regional Park in Lorton and
Upton Hill Regional Park in
Arlington. Admission is $5 per dog.
Dog owners must fill out a liability
waiver and dog must have a current
license and rabies vaccination. For
more information, including
directions to any of the facilities, visit
www.nvrpa.org.

MONDAY/SEPT. 8
9/11 Remembrance Ceremony

following morning session of the
Board of Supervisors’ regular
meeting, approximately 12 p.m., at
the 9/11 Memorial Grove behind the
Government Center, 12000
Government Center Parkway, Fairfax.
The rain site for the ceremony will be
the Government Center Forum. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/2008/
161.htm.

The Ashley Fister Cole Foundation
sixth annual Driving for
Surviving Melanoma Charity
Golf Classic. 1 p.m. at Stonewall
Golf Club on Lake Manassas, 15601
Turtle Point Drive, Gainesville. All
net proceeds from this year’s
tournament will help fund the trial
study programs of researcher Dr.
Wen-Jen Hwu at the University of
Texas’ MD Anderson Cancer Center.
Play golf with free range balls, a cart,
greens fee, lunch, unlimited
beverages on the course and dinner,
$175. Hole sponsors with signs and a
special message on one of the tee
boxes, $200. Visit
www.ashleyfistercolefoundation.org.

Fall Crafts. 3:30 p.m. After-school
activities and crafts. Age 6-12. John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive, Alexandria. Call 703-971-
0010.

Practice Your English. 7 p.m.
Conversation group for people
learning English. Adults. John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive, Alexandria. 703-971-0010.

Go, Dinos, Go! 10:30 a.m. Stories and
fun about dinosaurs. Age 24-35
months with adult. Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Call 703-339-4610.

Practice Your English. 3 p.m.
Conversation group for people
learning English. Adults. Richard
Byrd Library, 7250 Commerce St.,
Springfield. Call 703-451-8055.

Book Chat. 4 p.m. Stop in to share
current favorites or hear what other
people are reading. Adults. Richard
Byrd Library, 7250 Commerce St.,
Springfield. 703-451-8055.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 9
What’s New in Picture Books. 7

p.m. Learn about new books to use
with preschoolers. Childcare
certification available. Adults. John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive, Alexandria. 703-971-0010.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 10
Practice Your English. 10:15 a.m.

and 7:30 p.m. Conversation group for
people learning English. Adults.
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria. Call
703-339-4610.

All About Bugs! 7 p.m. Meet and learn
about creepy crawlies. Age 6-12.
Lorton Library, 9520 Richmond
Highway, Lorton. 703-339-7385.

The Potomac
Hosta Club will
host a picnic,
hosta auction
and plant ex-
change on
Sunday, Aug. 31,
at Heather Hills
Nurseries in
Fairfax Station.
Bring a dish to
share and a
plant to swap.
New members
are always
welcome.
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Now! 1,000s of pictures
of sports, graduations,
current events and
more—never published,
but posted on the Web.
Free for evaluation,
available for prints.
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• Small Class Size
• Dedicated Staff
• Clinical Services
• Speech/Language Therapy
• Reading Remediation
• VAISEF Accredited

Fully accredited private
school for students in grades 7-12

Who:
•need multi-sensory and/or innovative teaching strategies

to achieve
•have a history of underachievement
•have attention, organization, and/or motivation problems
•have learning disabilities or other problems affecting

school performance.

The mission of Accotink Alternative is to provide each student
an individual education in a supportive environment that pro-
motes self-discipline, motivation, and excellence in learning.
Accotink’s team joints the parents and community to assist stu-
dents in developing necessary scholastic and professional skills
for the highest level of success possible.

Community

Workhouse Offers Showcase for Arts
New arts center in Lorton seeks to bring
artists, viewing public closer together.

By Derek B. Johnson

 The Connection

W
hen the overcrowded and
run-down Lorton Reforma-
tory closed in 2002, the de-
bate began in the commu-

nity about what to do with the land the
prison complex sat on.

The facilities at 9601 Ox Road in Lorton
were already steeped
in history. Originally
established by Con-
gress at the behest of
President Theodore
Roosevelt in 1910, the
Occoquan Workhouse
in Lorton was designed
to use its own prison-
ers to work the land.
Over the decades, it
became famous as the site where 123 mem-
bers of the National Women’s Party housed
and mistreated after picketing Woodrow
Wilson’s White House in 1917, as well as a
housing site for Nike anti-aircraft missiles
during the Cold War.

“This is a world-class
arts center in your
backyard,”

— Tina Leone, CEO of the
Lorton Arts Foundation

In recent years, the prison’s historical sig-
nificance took a backseat to its reputation
as a community eyesore. With the week-
long grand opening of the Workhouse Arts
Center on Sept. 19, 2008, the Lorton Arts
Foundation seeks not only to transform that
reputation with a massive, multi-faceted
renovation of the facility, it hopes to put
Lorton on the map as one of the preemi-
nent institutions of artistic expression in the

Washington, D.C. area.
“This is a world-class

arts center in your
backyard,” said Tina
Leone, CEO of the
Lorton Arts Founda-
tion.

THE EFFORTS and
resources required to
make that world-class

center a reality were daunting. The prison
complex is nearly 100 years old. The vari-
ous utility lines including sewer, water and
electricity all had to be replaced, as well as
large-scale construction and renovation ef-
forts on the buildings themselves. The

Workhouse, currently in what is being called
“Phase one,” consists of 10 buildings, mostly
former prisoner dormitories, revamped into
art studios, galleries, workshops and exhi-
bitions. Classes in subjects like acting, danc-
ing, ceramics, painting, photography and
sculpting will be offered to the public and
studio space will be leased out to area art-

ists.
“There is nothing like this in the United

States,” said Leone. “We’ve looked.”
The goal of the center is two-fold: create

a regional hub that will act as a magnet both
for established artists to display their work
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See New Arts,  Page 25

The first floor of the two-story gallery which is part of the Workhouse
Art Center. The Workhouse is located at 9601 Ox Road in Lorton and the
grand opening to the public is Sept. 19, 2008.
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WANTED
First Time Buyers

WHY rent when you can Own
your own home?

Prices are low with lots of choices
and minimum down payment

Call for FREE list of available homes
1-866-490-0951, ID#1051

Realty Marketing Associates, Inc.

WEEKDAYS
SATURDAYS • EVENINGS

UNITED CONCORDIA
PARTICIPANT

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY CARE

Health & Fitness

Health notes are for support groups,
exercise classes, blood drives and similar
events open to the public at no or mini-
mal cost. Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-917-6459. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

GriefShare. Thursdays, 7-9 p.m. at
Agape House. Seminar and support
group for people grieving a loss. Each of
the 13 sessions includes a video and
group discussion. Join at any time; new
series begins Sept. 4 through Dec. 4 (ex-
cluding Nov. 27). Child care on request.
Sydenstricker United Methodist Church
Agape House, 7230 Sydenstricker Road,
Springfield. 703-451-9021.

General Bereavement Support
Group, a support group for those who
have experienced the death of a signifi-
cant person in their lives – a parent, a
child, a sibling or a friend. HAVEN of
Northern Virginia, 4606 Ravensworth
Road, Annandale, is offering a free be-
reavement support group. The group
will begin Wednesday, Sept. 17, from
7:30-9 p.m. and will meet every
Wednesday evening for 6 weeks. For
information, call 703-941-7000, or visit
www.havenofnova.org.

EZ8 Women’s Running Camps
will begin Sept. 2 at Burke Lake Park for
an eight-week program.  Beginner to
Intermediate female runners are invited
to register in advance for one of two

camps meeting three times per week.
Call 703-586-5037 or visit
www.ez8chicks.com.

Substance Abuse Recovery Sup-
port. For support in dealing with a
substance abuse issue, come to the
Natural Horizons Wellness Center,
10640 Main St., Suite 300, Fairfax, on
Tuesday, Sept. 9 from 6-7 p.m. for an
overview on the holistic substance abuse
program and how it can provide support
on road to recovery. Limited space; call
703-246-9355 to reserve.

Burke Internal Medicine, 5631
Burke Center Parkway, offers free health
evaluations for individuals ages 55 and
over who have no current health cover-

age. Included in the offer is a free cho-
lesterol screening, blood pressure
screening, diabetes screening, personal
risk assessment and consultation. To
make an appointment, call Dr. Nabil
Andrawis or Dr. Nashwa Gabra at 703-
250-5171.

The Northern Virginia Chronic
Fatigue Syndrome and
Fibromyalgia Support Group offers
a support group the third Saturday of
every month from 2-4 p.m. at the Mason
Government Center, 6507 Columbia
Pike, Annandale. Open to anyone inter-
ested in CFC, FM, Mitral Valve Prolapse
Syndrome/Dysautonomia and orthos-
tatic intolerance. Free; free parking. No
stairs to climb. Refrain from wearing

scented products. For more contact Elly
Brosius at 703-968-9818, cfsupport-
owner@yahoogroups.com or visit
www.geocities.com/cfsnova.

The Ostomy Support Group of
Northern Virginia, LLC ºmonthly
meeting, Sept. 7, 1:30-3:30 p.m.. Phy-
sicians’ Conference Center, INOVA
Fairfax Hospital, 3300 Gallows Road,
Fairfax. “Meet & Eat” begins 1:30 p.m.,
program begins at 2 p.m. Speaker:
Bruce Frishman, President, New Hamp-
shire Pharmacy & Medical Equipment.
Topics include relationship between
health insurance/benefits and ostomy
supplies coverage and latest ostomy
products. Call 703-802-3457 or visit
www.ostomysupportofnova.org.

Reach Your Community

You Can Have
a Successful

Advertising Program
that

Your Advertising Budget.
Fits Into

703-821-5050
www.connectionnewspapers.com
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KENWOOD SCHOOL
Educational Excellence at an Affordable Price

Preschool
thru

Sixth Grade
All school experiences at
Kenwood are challenging
and exciting. Small classes
provide opportunities for
students to work to their
highest potential.

Individual progress is
carefully guided to stimulate
curiosity and creativity. Each
student’s intellectual
growth, personal self-
discipline, social values, and
emotional maturity are the
result of a school philosophy
that emphasizes a joy and
love of learning.

Annandale, VA
703-256-4711

www.kenwoodschool.com

buffa’s
dance

studio
• Pre-School Dance Movement • Hip Hop
• Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Lyrical • Pointe • Modern
• Ages 3 to Adult • Beginner to Advanced
• Professional Instructors • 8000 sq. ft.

QUALITY INSTRUCTION
IN A QUALITY

ENVIRONMENT

9570-H BURKE RD.
BURKE VILLAGE

CENTER II

REGISTER NOW!
CALL 703-425-5599

www.buffas.com • buffasdance@msn.com

Come
Join

the fun!

(Established in 1980)
Home of Burke Civic Ballet

Classes

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-917-6459. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

FINANCE AND BUSINESS
The Financial Education Center

for Women Entrepreneurs
conducts several classes at the
Community Business Partnership,
7001 Loisdale Road, Suite C,
Springfield. Limited scholarships
available for all classes. For more,
call 703-768-1440 or visit
www.cbponline.org.

Financial Planning for Separation
and Divorce. Thursday, Sept. 11
from 7-10 p.m. $55 non-members,
$45 members. This seminar covers all
financial components of the property
settlement agreement from preparing
documents for an attorney to the
signing of the agreement. Investment
& Resource Planning Associates,
10600 Arrowhead Drive, Suite 310,
Fairfax. To register go to
www.thewomenscenter.org or call
703-281-2657.

PAINTING & DRAWING
Art Classes. Springfield Art Guild and

Lorton Arts Foundation member
Maureen Wolford teaches classes that
focus on enhancing and refining
basic drawing and painting
techniques involving color,
perspective and shading. Materials
include watercolor, tempera, pastel,
acrylic and oil; machine sewing,
beginner needlepoint, architecture,
art history and more also explored.
Ages 8 to adult, flexible schedules.
Call Maureen at 703-455-4473 or
visit www.lifethroughart.com.

Art Classes in Burke. Classes are

available for children 5-8, 8 and up
or teens/adults in drawing and
watercolor painting. All classes meet
at the Ponds Community Centre,
Burke Centre. Drawing Plus Color for
5-8-year olds and art lessons for 8
and up are on Tuesdays or Saturdays.
Art Workshop & Chinese Brush
Painting for teens/adults are
Saturday mornings from 10:30 a.m.-
12:30. Class sessions vary from 7-10
weeks. Call Carol Zeitlin at 703-250-
6930 or www.geocities.com/
czeitlinschneier or e-mail.

SPORTS
Skating Lessons. Skater’s Quest of

Fairfax gives free skate lessons with a
qualified professional. Lessons take
place at Dick’s Sporting Goods,
12501 Fair Lakes Circle, Fairfax. To
register or for more information, visit
www.skatersquest.com or
www.freeskatelesson.com.

LPGA-USGA Girls Golf of Northern
Virginia offers golf clinics for girls
throughout the Northern Virginia
area.ºAll girlsºrising grades 1
through 12 are invited. Parents and
girls may register online at
www.GirlsLoveGolf.com. For more,
contact Elena Melchert at
Elena@GirlsLoveGolf.com or 703-
475-4163.

PARENTING
Mommy & Me. The Jewish

Community Center of Northern
Virginia offers Mommy & Me classes
for children 3-months-old to 2-years-
old. Circle time, singing, games,
crafts, story time and more. Class
locations include Fairfax and
Springfield. For more information on
times and locations, call Laurie
Albert, JCCNV at 703-537-3064 or e-
mail LaurieA@jccnv.org.

Proud to Serve our Communities…

Publishing Community Newspapers since 1784
www.connectionnewspapers.com

703•821•5050

Serving
Washington’s
Premier Suburban
Communities

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Communities

Readers:

Advertisers:
•Targeted Circulation
•High Readership
in Prime Markets

•Cost-Effective Results
•Outstanding Results
for Planned Advertising
Campaigns

Community:
•Coverage
•Support

•Sponsorship
•Partnership

•Leadership

• In home-
delivered
circulation

• In readership
• In award-

winning
local news

number1number
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59-33 in the latest Rasmussen poll, and
internal polling released by Connolly’s cam-
paign showed Fimian trailing 52-21. The
presidential race is far closer, with McCain
and Obama in a statistical tie, 45-45, ac-
cording to Rasmussen polling. However, the
Virginia went for Bush 54-45 in 2004 and
has voted to elect the GOP nominee in 12
of the last 13 presidential elections, often
by similar margins.

Becky Stoeckel, Chairman of the 11th
Congressional District Republican Commit-
tee said that certain factors, like not having
an incumbent running and demographic
changes in Northern Virginia, could help to
explain some of those tightening factors.

“Well as you know, in ’04 we had an in-
cumbent president, she said. “Virginia was
not perceived as a battleground state. I think
it might have been a little bit easier then,
with an incumbent.”

Kaplan said he has noticed the change
from past election cycles.

“I do think [the changes] are real, I think
there’s a change of people coming into
Northern Virginia,” he said. “We’ve seen a
growth in technology jobs
and contracting jobs. A lot
of new people who are com-
ing from urban areas. A lot
of people are leaving be-
cause they can’t afford to
live in Fairfax County any-
more.”

Stoeckel rejected the no-
tion, however, that a
broader shift is occurring in
Virginia politics, saying that
other than the Northern Vir-
ginia area, the state remains
solidly conservative.

“There’s been a percep-
tion of a demographic shift
in Virginia. That we’re now
a battleground state, that [people] think
we’re up for grabs. I personally don’t think
that’s the case,” she said.

Likewise, Kaplan said he was not overly

concerned, judging by what he’s seen in
Fairfax.

“I recognize polls show that in generic
votes for Congress or presi-
dent, Democrats seem to
win. When you put names
on the ballots, McCain is
tied or up. So what I see in
the city is we’re not voting
the generics, we’re voting
for the people,” he said.

Meet and greets serve a
vital role in connecting the
community to their Repub-
lican candidates, according
to Rollins. Surrogates from
the McCain and Fimian
campaigns were in atten-
dance, along with a host of
officials, including Supervi-
sor Pat Herrity (R-Spring-

field) and John Brownlee, a candidate for
the Republican Attorney General nomina-
tion, a race that will take place next year.

Rollins said that the more local the races

are, the more impact organizations like hers
can have on the outcome.

“People can feel and touch a local candi-
date easier than they can a national candi-
date. We have Keith [Fimian] come to our
meetings. We’ve talked with him. On a na-
tional scale, it’s a little harder to do that,”
she said.

The RWC, started in 2006, has around
110 members and, according to Rollins, that
number is rising. Throughout the next 70
days, her organization will host meet and
greet events like the Aug. 24 barbecue and
also staff phone banks for each of the three
candidates. Like the CFRC, they are coordi-
nating with other organizations in order to
provide assistance when and where they
need it, including sending volunteers over
to support other grassroots, county and
state branches of the GOP election appara-
tus. “We may get only 24 hours notice for
an event,” said Bonnie Fite, chair of the
RWC’s Public Relations Committee. “I know
I’ve responded to some of them. We have
to be flexible too.”

Community
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‘Never Settle’
Adult and Community Education provides
leg up for adults seeking road to success.

“If you want to go further,
it can be done.”

— Donna Rae Ponzette

Donna R. Ponzette, a previous graduate, spoke at the Adult and Com-
munity Education graduation ceremony on Aug. 15.

By Brenda Simms

The Connection

I
n a full auditorium at the Fairfax
County Government Center on Fri-
day, Aug. 15, several dozen adults
made their way down the aisles to

accept certificates from the county’s Adult
and Community Education (ACE) program.

At the ceremony,
a recent graduate
was one of the
evening’s student
speakers. Donna
Rae Ponzette fin-
ished the physical
therapy aide pro-
gram last year and
returned to speak to the graduates about
her experience.

Two years ago, Ponzette found herself
looking at a Fairfax County Public Schools
ACE catalog that arrived in the mail. She
was 40 and described herself as “80 pounds
heavier, sitting at home with a baby.” Yet,
she remembered that she had always loved
being a student.

Ponzette called the ACE office to find out
more, especially about funding. After meet-
ing Lorraine Obuchon, a career information
specialist, she was told she was eligible to
participate in a particular program of ACE
called Education for Independence (EFI).
A full scholarship for her classes would be
provided.

Because it is designed for single parents,

single pregnant women and displaced
homemakers, most of EFI’s participants are
women. Men are eligible, Obuchon said, if
they have custody of their children. The pro-
gram has additional requirements. Partici-
pants must qualify as low-income, be un-
married, be legally able to work in the U.S.
and have an advanced command of English.

Obuchon explained that an application,
interview and as-
sessment process
also helps EFI de-
termine if a poten-
tial student is a
good fit for the pro-
gram. She discov-
ers a student’s ex-
pectations and de-

termines her level of motivation. Academic
classes are paired with workshops that teach
interview tips, networking, professional im-
age and other “soft skills.”

Popular fields of study included phle-
botomy and dental, medical and adminis-
trative assistant training.

Does anyone drop out the program? “It’s
kind of a rare occurrence,” said Obuchon,
because “they’re at a stage in their life where
they really, really want to do this. Especially
with their kids in mind, they’re the sole pro-
vider and they’re thinking ‘I can’t struggle
any more.’”

In fact, she said, the program often has a
waiting list for admission. Thirty-nine stu-
dents graduated this year. Many participants
have tried different careers and want to

move into more economically viable pro-
fessions than they actually enjoy.

AT THE AUG. 15 graduation ceremony,
several infants and young children could be
heard in the audience, underscoring the
idea that the certificates earned would be
affecting many lives.

The commencement speaker, State Sen.
George Barker (D-39), reiterated Ponzette’s
accomplishments. “But was that the end of
her education?” he asked. “No. She’s mov-
ing forward.”

After graduating in the top of her class,
Ponzette went on to secure a student loan,
complete her first year at Northern Virginia
Community College, volunteer at Mary
Washington Hospital and be an intern at a
physical therapy clinic.

From the podium, she told the students,
“Never settle. ... I hope to go on one day
and speak to you when I am Dr. Donna
Ponzette.”

Later, she said she noticed some gradu-
ates seemed to be satisfied with their
progress, ready to put away their books.

Some walked up to her and told her of how
much they had endured. “They think that’s
good enough. But if you want to go further,
it can be done,” she said.

What they don’t know is that Ponzette
face other obstacles. A divorced mother of
three, Ponzette was caring for her young-
est child while attending school. In addi-
tion, she didn’t have a vehicle of her own
for a long period of time, her laptop was
stolen, she suffered a stroke, and the 80
pounds was lost through long walks and
gym workouts paid by a friend.

Ponzette found out that employers often
were looking for even more training beyond
her ACE certificate. “It was not easy. I even
went to interviews where people did not
show up. I waited for two hours. ... [Stu-
dents] have to prove themselves to be
friendly to people, show they can win
people over.”

She still calls on her counselor, Obuchon,
for letters of recommendation.

“This should be a stepping stone,” said
Ponzette. “I’ll probably end up going to
school for 20 more years.”

From Page 3

Local GOP Groups Prepare for November Election

“People can feel
and touch a
local candidate
easier than they
can a national
candidate.”

— Terrie Rollins,
president, Republican

Women of Clifton
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To add your FREE Realtor Open House listing, call:

Chantilly/Oak Hill, Centreville/Clifton, Fairfax
Contact: Karen Washburn

kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com

Springfield/Kingstowne, Burke, Fairfax Station/Laurel Hill
Contact: Tammy Johnson 703-868-1461

tjohnson@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Mon. at 3pm.

Call Specific Agents to
Confirm Dates & Times.

Springfield
6127 GARDEN RD  $949,000 Sat/Sun Re/Max Bruce & Tanya Tyburski 703-239-2525

8906 GUTMAM CT $365,000 Sat/Sun Re/Max Bruce & Tanya Tyburski 703-239-2525

6500 LAMESE CT $629,900 Sat/Sun Re/Max Bruce & Tanya Tyburski 703-239-2525

7324 SPRING VIEW CT $349,900 Sat/Sun Re/Max Bruce & Tanya Tyburski 703-239-2525

5931 BAYSHIRE RD $259,900 Sat/Sun Re/Max Bruce & Tanya Tyburski 703-239-2525

7688 GREEN GARLAND DR $529,900 Sat/Sun Re/Max Bruce & Tanya Tyburski 703-239-2525

8216 TORY RD $275,000  Sun 1-4 Weichert Kathy Stark 703-201-9656

8389 LUCE CT $249,000 8/31 1-4 Prosperity William Herz 703-455-3353

6152 ROXBURY AVE $489,000 9/14 1-4 PenFed Olga Gribanova 703-716-2900

Kingstowne Alexandria
621 BRIARLEIGH WAY $395,900  9/7&21 1-4 Condo 1 Inc Stuart Nesbitt 703-578-3800

26 ALEXANDER ST $1,850,000  8/31 1-4 Keller Williams Troy Englert 703-609-6579

1714 CARPENTER WAY $889,000 8/30&31 1-4 Keller Williams Sheryl Lambson 703-217-7012

Fairfax Station/Clifton/Laurel Hill
9650 POTTERS HILL CIR $429,900 Sat/Sun Re/Max Bruce & Tanya Tyburski 703-239-2525

7627 BUCKLAND PL $679,900 Sat/Sun Re/Max Bruce & Tanya Tyburski 703-239-2525

8515 SILVERDALE RD $565,000 Sat/Sun Re/Max Bruce & Tanya Tyburski 703-239-2525

11306 LILTING LN $2,450,000 Sat/Sun Re/Max Bruce & Tanya Tyburski 703-239-2525

10328 REGENCY STATION DR $1,029,900 Sat/Sun Re/Max Bruce & Tanya Tyburski 703-239-2525

11612 HENDERSON RD $749,900  9/7  1-4 Wolf Run Jennifer Pogoda 571-218-7889

11715 WINTERWAY LN $1,375,000 9/7  1-4 Wolf Run Sandy Lovett 571-247-2616

7009 SYLVAN GLEN LN 1,050,000 9/7  1-4 Wolf Run Diane Lenahan 703-283-7328

11229 SEPTEMBER LN 625,000  9/7 1-4 Wolf Run Diane Lenahan 703-283-7328

12405 SHARI HUNT GROVE $999,977 Sun 1-5 Meyers/McCabe Abe Compaign 703-310-7991

Burke
9737 IRONMASTER DR $549,900 Sat/Sun Re/Max Bruce & Tanya Tyburski 703-239-2525

9125 LAKE BRADDOCK DR $599,900 Sat/Sun Re/Max Bruce & Tanya Tyburski 703-239-2525

5990 POWELLS LANDING RD $379,900 Sat/Sun Re/Max Bruce & Tanya Tyburski 703-239-2525

5601 CASTLEBURY CT $369,950 Sunday 1-4 Weichert Kathleen Quintarelli 703-862-8808

Fairfax

3227 HIGHLAND LN $649,000 Sun 12-4 Keller Williams Debbie Harvey 703-330-2222

5969 COLCHESTER RD $1,399,900 Sun 12-2 Ikon Amelia Iriarte 703-658-3999

11335 ARISTOTLE DR #5-215 $329,900 Sun 12-3 Century 21 Danielle Dojcak 540-955-2500

10618 GOLDENEYE LN $589,750 9/7 1-4 RE/MAX Sandra Mason 703-522-1940

11326 ARISTOTLE DR #4-103 $230,000 Sun 1-4 ERA Lana Hartmann 703-359-7800

4205 TRUMBO CT $499,900 Sun 1-4 Weichert Denise Massihi 703-934-0400

Now! 1,000s of
pictures of sports,
graduations, current
events and more—
never published,
but posted on the
Web. Free for
evaluation, available
for prints.

ConnectionNewspapers.com

703-821-5050

Reach Your
Community

The Washington Area’s
Leading Community

Newspapers

• In home-delivered
circulation

• In readership
• In award-winning

local news
• In results for advertisers

number1number

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Springfield Sports Editor Eric J. Gilmore

703-917-6438 or  egilmore@connectionnewspapers.com

Sports

W
elcome to the 2008 Connection Pigskin Preview. In this special section, you will find
team breakdowns, as well as a glance around the region, a recap of last year’s stand-
ings and predictions for some week one match-ups. For a complete look at the foot
ball landscape, visit our Web site at www.connectionnewspapers.com. Special thanks

to Robbie Hammer, Craig Sterbutzel, Louise Krafft, Stuart Moll and John Smith.

—Eric J. Gilmore, Mark Giannotto and Rich Sanders

Lee Lancers
Head Coach: Rob Everett, third year
Career Record: 7-14
2007 Record: 2-9 overall, 2-5 Patriot

District (lost in first round of Div. 5 play-
offs)

Returning Starters: four offense,
eight defense

Key Losses: QB Kelly Fitzgerald; K/P/
WR Tad Dickman; RB/OLB Pierre Will-
iams; TE/DL Richard Yount; OG/NT Remy
Green

Top Returners: FB/DE Anthony
Nsekela, Sr., 6-1, 230; TE/ILB Kyle Addy,
Sr., 6-1, 220; OG/DL Bingham Togia, Sr.,
6-2, 240; WR/DB Sharam Obed, Sr., 5-8,
160; RB/FS Dante Taylor, Sr., 6-1, 180; OL/
DL; C/DL Colt Whisenant, Sr., 6-1, 245

Must win: Week Five, Sept. 26 at South
County

Fun Fact: Lee was 2-9 last season —
its worst record this decade. But based on the Power
Points, it squeaked in past a four-win Washington-Lee
team that had played a weaker schedule.

Aspect to Watch: Do-everything quarterback Kelly
Fitzgerald was all over the field last season, so how will
junior Greg Lopez respond now that he has the reigns
to the offense? Also, Lee lost its first seven games last
season, before rebounding. If the same slide happens
this year, will the Lancers continue to play with the playoffs in sight?

West Springfield Spartans
Head Coach: Bill Renner, 10th year.
2007 Record: 10-3 overall, 6-1 Pa-

triot District (lost in Div. 6 region fi-
nal)

Returning Starters: eight offense,
seven defense

Key Losses: P/PK Tyler Bitancurt;
DB Tim Baldwin; WR Josh Vellejos; OL
Adham Talaat; DB Mohammed Seisay

Top Returners: QB Bryn Renner,
Sr., 6-3, 190; RB Brandon Bailey, Sr., 6-
0, 185; WR Andy Stallings, Sr., 5-10,
170; WR Tucker Tobin, Sr., 6-0, 195;
OL Corey MacRae, Sr., 6-4, 235; DE/
DT John Lockwood, Sr., 6-2, 240

Must win: Week One, Sept. 29 at
Stone Bridge

Fun Fact: Considering they were a
part of the highest-scoring game in

N o r t h e r n
Region his-
tory last sea-
son, it
should come as no surprise the Spartans scored over 30
points in 11 of their 13 games.

Aspect to Watch: Senior quarterback Bryn Renner has
accrued headlines after pledging to UNC, but the key will be
how the offensive line creates holes for senior running back
Brandon Bailey. If Bailey can stay healthy, it will force de-
fenses to pick their poison. Also, Stone Bridge scored 56

points in the season opener last season. Will the defense be improved?

Edison Eagles
Head Coach: Vaughn Lewis, 14th year.
Career Record: 97-51
2007 Record: 10-3 overall, 6-0

National District (lost in Div. 5 region
final)

Returning Starters: four offense,
six defense.

Key Losses: QB/WR/DB Ben Bar-
ber; WR/FS Drew Baldwin; RB/DB
Kevin Carter; K/P Paul Bergstrom; RB/
DB Akeen Perry; WR/DB Kendall
Wallace

Top Returners: RB/LB Stephon
Robertson, Sr., 6-0, 205; OG Frank
Figueroa, Sr., 6-4, 280; WR/QB/S
Corey Washington, Sr., 5-9, 165; C
Medhi Cherfi, Sr., 5-11, 265

Must win: Week Four, Sept. 19 at
Mount Vernon

Fun Fact: Edison and Stone Bridge
have played in the Div. 5 Northern
Region title game for the past three
seasons, with the Bulldogs winning the
rubber match in 2007 en route to the state
title. The same two teams are again slated
to be the top contenders for the Div. 5 crown.

Aspect to Watch: The quarterback situ-
ation was fluid last season with Ben Barber
commanding the offense. But how will his
younger brother, Levi Barber, and Corey
Washington do when they have the spot-
light? Also, with Edison playing in the Na-
tional District, will the starters be tested
enough heading into the playoffs?

Lee
Aug. 28 at Edison
Sep. 5 at Westfield
Sep. 12 Centreville
Sep. 19 West Potomac
Sep. 26 at South County
Oct. 3 Lake Braddock
Oct. 10 at Annandale
Oct. 17 Hayfield
Oct. 24 T.C. Williams
Oct. 31 at West Springfield

West Springfield
Aug. 29 at Stone Bridge
Sep. 5 Edison
Sep. 12 at Robinson
Sep. 19 Hayfield
Sep. 26 at Annandale
Oct. 3 West Potomac
Oct. 10 South County
Oct. 18 at T.C. Williams
Oct. 24 at Lake Braddock
Oct. 31 Lee

Edison
Aug. 28 Lee
Sep. 5 at West Springfield
Sep. 12 South County
Sep. 19 at Mount Vernon
Sep. 26 Wakefield
Oct. 3 at Yorktown
Oct. 10 Stuart
Oct. 17 at Falls Church
Oct. 24 Washington-Lee
Oct. 31 at Chantilly
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INTRODUCTORY RATE FOR

NEW STUDENTS ONLY
OFFER EXPIRES 9/12/08

INTRODUCTORY RATE FOR
NEW STUDENTS ONLY

OFFER EXPIRES 9/12/08

*Certain
Restrictions Apply

*Certain
Restrictions Apply

• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases
• 14 yrs. Naval service, 6 yrs. Active Duty

• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

Most Insurances Accepted:
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network Doctor,

Vision One, Blue Choice, Avesis, VCA, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS,

PHCS, Spectera, VSP®  Network Doctor

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
O P T O M E T R I S T

www.drsweetnam.com

U S E
Y O U R
T R I C A R E
B E N E F I T !

New Lorton Office
NOW OPEN

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

8951 Ox Rd., Suite 100
Shoppes at Lorton Valley

Lorton, VA 22079
703-493-9910

See our work at
www.miraclemethod.com

Contact your local office at

703-738-4801
301-571-4200

❆
Tired of that old color
dated bathroom?
Don’t replace...

Bathtubs, Showers,
Sinks, Tile,

Countertops

REFINISHREFINISH

SINCE 1976 • FREE ESTIMATES

“As seen on
This Old
House”

Serving Metropolitan DC
& Beyond

Build Your
Community

Support Your
Local Businesses.

www.connectionnewspapers.com

Sports: Pigskin Preview

Hayfield Hawks
Head Coach: Billy Pugh, 10th year.
2007 Record: 1-9 overall, 0-7 Patriot District.
Top Returners: ; QB Anton McCallum, Jr., 6-0,

175; LB Laurent Newsome, Sr., 6-2, 210; C Taylor
Kewer, Sr., 6-1, 185

Must win: Week Two, Sept. 5 vs. Wakefield
Fun Fact: Ever since South County opened four

years ago, the Hawks are a combined 4-26. In the five
prior years, Hayfield was a combined 27-22.

Aspect to Watch:
Hayfield departs the Pa-
triot District after this
season — a move that
was necessary given the
huge discrepancy in
scores and depth. With
Pugh having accumu-
lated a 1-19 over the
past two seasons, does
he show enough for
school officials to keep
him in 2009?

Lake Braddock Bruins
Head Coach: Jim Poythress, fifth year.
Career Record: 42-29
2007 Record: 8-3 overall, 6-1 Patriot District (lost in

first round of Div. 6 playoffs)
Returning Starters: one offense, two defense
Key Losses: QB Shane Halley; WR/DB/KR Keon

Robinson; FB Michael Harrison; OL/DL Judson Gates; OL/
DL Robert Vickers; TE James Phillips

Top Returners: QB Ryan Curtis, Jr., 6-2, 195; DE Kyle
Merrell, Sr., 6-3, 200; C/DE J.C. Weidinger, Sr., 6-0, 185;
OL Khamrone Kolb, Jr., 6-6, 300

Must win: Week Five, Sept. 26 vs. T.C. Williams
Fun Fact: Lake Braddock held four different opponents

to single digits, including two shutouts. The 124 points the
Bruins gave up last sea-
son were the least
throughout the North-
ern Region.

Aspect to Watch:
Perhaps more than any
other team, Lake
Braddock was deci-
mated by graduation.
Having lost so many
key players, like
standouts Shane
Halley and Keon

Robinson, who will step up to fill their shoes? With
games against Robinson and W.T. Woodson to open
the season, there isn’t much time to find the answers.

Hayfield
Aug. 28 at Marshall
Sep. 5 Wakefield
Sep. 12 at Westfield
Sep. 19 at West Springfield
Sep. 26 at West Potomac
Oct. 3 Annandale
Oct. 10 T.C. Williams
Oct. 17 at Lee
Oct. 24 at South County
Oct. 31 Lake Braddock

Lake Braddock
Aug. 28 Robinson
Sep. 5 at Woodson
Sep. 12 Stuart
Sep. 19 at South County
Sep. 26 T.C. Williams
Oct. 3 at Lee
Oct. 10 at West Potomac
Oct. 17 Annandale
Oct. 24 West Springfield
Oct. 31 at Hayfield
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Northern Region at a Glance
PATRIOT DISTRICT

West Springfield
In 2007, the West Springfield

Spartans made the Northern Region final
for the first time in 14 seasons, eventually los-
ing to Westfield. Coach Bill Renner’s son, quar-
terback Bryn Renner — a UNC recruit — will
command the offense (2,749 passing yards,
32 touchdowns) along with senior tailback
Brandon Bailey (1,438 rushing yards, seven
rushing touchdowns). The Spartans have to
improve defensively (having relinquished an
average of 32.7 points per game over the past
two seasons), but return the majority of their
offensive line and are poised for a possible
state championship run. But tilts against Stone
Bridge and Edison in the first two weeks of
the season will be brutal tests.

West Potomac
In 2007, the West Potomac

Wolverines went 8-4 — the
team’s best season since 2000,
the same year it last made the playoffs. The
Wolverines reversed a 41-0 regular season loss
to Lake Braddock when they narrowly de-
feated the Bruins in the playoffs. West
Potomac graduated 13 starters, including two
Division I signees. But quarterback Cole
Walter (2,195 passing yards, 26 touchdowns),
running back Daniel Baker (542 rushing
yards, five touchdowns) and speedy wide re-
ceiver Kristian Rodriguez (395 receiving
yards, four touchdowns) return for an offense
that averaged 39.5 points during a four-game
stretch last year. The key will be avoiding in-
juries and maintaining momentum once the
district season starts.

South County
The South County Stallions took an-

other step forward in 2007, making the play-
offs for the first time in school history. After
starting the season 1-3, the Stallions won five
of their last six regular-season games to sneak
into the eighth and final Division 6 playoff
spot. Coach Pete Bendorf will run a spread
offense, going with either junior Aaron
Andrews or sophomore Evan Beal at quarter-
back. All-district playmaker Titus Pennington
graduated, so senior Eric Dorsey will step in
at running back. The Stallions do return three
offensive linemen and eight starters on de-
fense. The experience — and youth at quar-
terback — will be tested when South County
faces Westfield and Edison within the first
three weeks.

Lake Braddock
It’s hard to believe, but the Lake

Braddock Bruins were winless four seasons
ago. The 2007 season yielded an 8-3 record
— the team’s most wins this decade — and a
Patriot District co-championship. More impor-
tantly, the Bruins made the Division 6 play-
offs for the first time in eight years, losing at
home to West Potomac. But things will be
drastically different as Lake Braddock gradu-
ated two-way all-district standouts Shane
Halley and Keon Robinson. Actually, of the 12

all-district selections, only junior linebacker
Chris Lavery returns. The Bruins will again
rely on defense, where they’ve yielded an
impressive a 14.5-point per game average over
the past three seasons.

T.C. Williams
The T.C. Williams Titans

grabbed momentum heading
into the off-season with a come-
from-behind 15-14 victory over
West Potomac in the season fi-
nale. The win vindicated Den-
nis Randolph’s first season, despite the school
finishing 4-6 for the fourth-straight season.
The Titans have to replace Jamal Ford at quar-
terback and all-district selections Quintas
McCorkle and Carlton Dotson on defense.
Offensively, seniors Dominique Copeland,
Marcus Via and 6-foot-4 Zach Goehler return,
giving Randolph weapons to toy with. Over
the past eight years, T.C. Williams is only av-
eraging 13.6 points per game, which led
Randolph to install the spread in the off-sea-
son. A possible playoff berth hinges on
whether the Titans can conquer their non-dis-
trict slate.

Annandale
The Annandale Atoms

took a small step backwards
last season, after winning the
Patriot District in consecutive years, going 4-
6 — the team’s fewest wins in six seasons. So
longtime coach Dick Adams will turn to se-
nior quarterback Cason Kynes, an all-district
strong safety last season. Kynes accounted for
more than 1,600 yards of total offense in
2007, powering the offense to four games over
the 33-point mark. Defensive tackle Shane
Doty, the only other 2007 all-district selection
will anchor the defense. With depth being a
potential problem, Annandale can’t afford any
injuries to its two-way players. It will also have
to navigate Oakton and Chantilly in the first
three weeks.

Robert E. Lee
The Robert E. Lee Lanc-

ers won two games in 2007,
but still inched into the Divi-
sion 5 playoffs on merit of its
brutal schedule. The 2008 slate is just as
tough, as the Lancers open with perennial
powers Edison, Westfield and Centreville. It’s
hardly an ideal setting for third-year coach
Rob Everett to unveil a new quarterback and
backfield. Junior Greg Lopez takes over for
Kelly Fitzgerald at quarterback, Jazmier Wil-
liams and Dante Taylor will step in at run-
ning back and potential Division I recruit An-
thony Nsekela and Jabrill Mara will be their
lead blockers. The Lancers return eight start-
ers defensively, including all-district line-
backer Kyle Addy. With the tough schedule,
any win will be cherished.

Hayfield
The Hayfield Hawks may

be looking forward to next
season, when quarterback
Anton McCallum will be a

third-year starter and when the school tran-
sitions to the easier National District. Over
the past two seasons, 10th-year coach Billy
Pugh has gone 1-19 while getting outscored
by a combined 522 points. In the season fi-
nale, Hayfield succumbed to Lake Braddock,
63-14, just a week after getting blasted by
West Springfield, and much of it has to do
with enrollment. Hayfield, a Division 5 school,
has 1,500 kids compared to five other district
schools with at least 2,000 kids. With
Wakefield — its only win last season — much
improved, wins will be scarce.

NATIONAL DISTRICT

Edison
The Edison Eagles

are the back-to-back Na-
tional District champs
and veteran coach Vaughn Lewis looks to have
another solid squad. Gone are 28 seniors, in-
cluding free safety Drew Baldwin (Yale), quar-
terback Ben Barber (Virginia Tech) and de-
fensive back Kevin Carter (Fordham), who
helped to score a school-record 498 points last
season, but junior Levi Barber (Ben Barber’s
younger brother) and senior Corey Washing-
ton should shoulder the offensive load. Mas-
sive offensive lineman Frank Figueroa
(verballed to Penn State) will led the offen-
sive line, while seniors Josh Blair and Stephon
Robertson will lead the defense. Edison — the
Division 5 region champs in 2006 — will be
tested early with three Patriot District teams
to open the season.

Mount Vernon
The Mount Vernon Ma-

jors should give Edison a scare
for the first time in four years with head coach
Tom Glynn in his fourth season. The Majors,
who run a lethal triple option, tasted the
postseason last year, and should be one of the
top teams in Division 5. Starting quarterback
Brian Greene returns as do four massive of-
fensive linemen, including 6-foot-6, 325-
pound Zach Quigley. The Majors will have to
replace its four all-district players, but with
linebacker Kyle Ricks returning and one of the
top junior varsity teams last year, Mount
Vernon should prove that its 29-point blast-
ing of Yorktown last year was no fluke.

Washington-Lee
The Washington-Lee Gener-

als took strides under coach Josh
Shapiro, winning four games for
the first time in four years. Now, the Gener-
als are eyeing the Division 5 playoffs for the
first time in two decades. Even sweeter
would be a win against rival Yorktown, which
hasn’t happened since 1982. Washington-Lee
replaces Alex Wicks (1,253 passing yards,
seven touchdowns) with junior Karl
Lendenmann. Senior running back Keith
Johnson (five touchdowns) is the team’s
leading returning rusher, while rock-solid
junior Rock Battle and senior Rob Hemstreet
return defensively. With a weak non-district
slate, the Generals could easily be 3-1 head-
ing into a Sept. 26 showdown with Mount
Vernon.

Wakefield
The Wakefield Warriors

could be the most improved
team throughout the region,
though the final record may not indicate that.
Last season, first-year coach Keith Powell
struggled to change the losing culture — the
team has gone 15-62 over the last eight sea-
sons — while fighting injuries. The team im-
proved, going 3-7 for the second-straight
year and scored 195 points — the team’s
highest total this decade. Now, the Warriors
will depend on rangy quarterbacks Andre
Allen and Jonathan Ford, both of who stand
over 6-foot-4. With senior Romeo Goffney
in the backfield, Wakefield should have
enough firepower to contend with fellow Ar-
lington schools Yorktown and Washington-
Lee.

Yorktown
The Yorktown Patri-

ots had a rough 2007, especially on de-
fense where they gave up 236 points — the
highest this decade. The Patriots replace quar-
terback Tim Reynolds, but should be fine with
shifty senior Kyle Toulouse manning the Wing-
T. Senior running back Jared Smith provides
speed in the backfield, but with only two all-
district players last year— both of who gradu-
ated —Yorktown will need the younger play-
ers to mature quickly. The Patriots finished
the regular season at 5-5 for the third time
this decade. The previous two times Yorktown
rebounded with solid 7-3 (2001) and 10-2
(2003) records.

Falls Church
The Falls Church Jaguars

struggled again in 2007, going
3-7 for the third time in four seasons. The
offense scored the fewest points since 2003
and the defense gave up 352 — the most
this decade. Having likely Division I recruit
Travis Garrett transfer out of the area
doesn’t help the team’s chances. But sev-
enth-year coach Anthony Parker is excited
about returning 15 starters, eight on offense
and seven on defense. An all-district re-
ceiver last season, Sam Gerima, moves un-
der center in the pass-happy offense. The
Jaguars need to tally wins against non-dis-
trict teams like Jefferson and Fairfax and also
steal a couple in the district to finish with a
solid record.

J.E.B. Stuart
The J.E.B. Stuart Raiders

dipped into the past this off-sea-
son, re-hiring Ray Ferri, the same coach who
was fired in 2000 for winning only seven
games over four years. But the Raiders haven’t
fared much better and are currently riding the
Northern Region’s longest losing streak — 24
games — dating back to 2005. In fact, things
have been so bad that Stuart is 12-107 since
1996. But insert Ferri and his single-wing of-
fense, along with junior quarterback Jason
Friday and senior tailbacks Anthony Champ
and Terrill Hawkins, and the streak should
stop. The Raiders will be gunning for Group
A George Mason in the season opener.
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A Coaching Establishment
Long-tenured coaches
are rare — but highly
successful.

By Eric J. Gilmore

The Connection

T
wenty-eight seasons ago,
Vaughn Lewis, Mike Skin-
ner, Dale Eaton and Gerry
Pannoni were all neophyte

Groveton assistants serving under
Chip Armstrong, a then-recent high
school graduate. It was so long ago
that Lewis, the last coach at Groveton
before it merged with Fort Hunt to
form West Potomac in 1985, had to
dig out the championship plaque just

to jog his memory of who his boss was.
Being a full-time high school foot-

ball coach is a job that is an annual
commitment. So it’s hard to blame
Lewis, who has been coaching for
more than a quarter-century, for
blending seasons together.

“We were all coaching together,”
Lewis said of his colleagues who all be-
came successful head coaches. “That
was special because we were all fairly
young.”

A mere generation later, Lewis and
many of the “old guard” are still
around, having transitioned from ea-
ger assistants and coordinators into

field) facing Verbanic (Fairfax, Westfield)
and Mickey Thompson (Park View/Sterling,
Stone Bridge) clashing with Lewis
(Groveton, Edison and Jefferson) for the
third straight season.

Lewis’ former Groveton assistant, Mike
Skinner, took Centreville to four straight
Northern Region title games, winning a
Group AAA Division 6 state championship
in 2000. He was the defensive coordinator
for his former Frostburg State teammate
Pannoni last season, before jumping to Stone
Bridge to Thompson in the off-season.

“We all went our separate ways,” Lewis
said of his former Groveton staff. “Gerry
(Pannoni ) and I are the only ones left
coaching now.”

Thompson, winner of two of the past
three Northern Region Division 5 titles and
the defending state champion, has been
coaching in the area since 1990, and has
another loaded roster expected to repeat as
state champs.

Annandale’s Dick Adams won back-to-
back Division 6 state titles in 1993 and
1994, while Robinson’s Mark Bendorf
(1997 and 2000) and Westfield’s Tom
Verbanic (2004 and 2007) also have two
state titles. Bendorf and Verbanic’s schools
were recently named among the top-20 pro-
grams of the past decade.

ASK ANY COACH, including McLean’s Jim
Patrick, who is in his first year, and he’ll
admit that hiring a quality staff is essential.
Some coordinators may be coaches wait-
ing in the wings, but if history is any indi-
cation, the fraternity isn’t ready to initiate
many new members.

But Lewis and Hanson, and the entire
crop will eventually have to step aside,
clearing a path for assistants that could rep-
resent the next generation of soon-to-be es-
tablished coaches.

“I enjoy what I do and I’m very proud of
what we accomplished at Edison and you
can’t accomplish unless you’ve got great as-
sistants under you,” Lewis said. “Having been
an assistant at Groveton, I know that.”

That part, at least, he does remember.

“It has gone from rock ‘em sock
‘em with who is bigger, stronger
football to spreading it out,
throwing the football more and
trying to create running space.”

—Vaughn Lewis, Edison head coach

seasoned head coaches. But more than se-
niority and even more than X’s and O’s, the
few remaining Northern Virginia treasures
have continued to hover on the sidelines
on Friday nights.

There is no instruction manual for high
school football coaches, though they appear
to all be a similar breed — tough-nosed,
no-nonsense, fear-striking massive men. But
aside from their ear-piercing whistles, the
tutoring of teenagers and demand for dis-
cipline, all have done what quality coaches
do. Gain respect. And win.

Bruce Hanson, the Yorktown head coach
since 1981, epitomized his coaching pas-
sion when his Patriots squeaked through
another win over archrival Washington-Lee
at the conclusion of the 2007 regular sea-
son. Hanson’s loyal assistants had already
carpooled over to his house, ready to de-
compress and dissect film, and yet the

Northern Region’s longest-ten-
ured coach was still conversing
candidly with two local sports-
writers among sweaty socks.

“We’re hoping to get back up,”
Hanson said Monday, reiterating
the same message he made before
bowing out to Lewis’ senior-laden
Edison team in the 2007 playoffs.

A few weeks earlier, Lewis’
Eagles had overpowered Wash-
ington-Lee, a district foe during
a cold, sputtering November

rainstorm. Lewis, and his ever-supporting
wife — an absolute essential — were the
last two to be pried from the field, ignoring
the miserable weather to chat more North-
ern Region football.

THE GAME HAS EVOLVED.  But it’s
clearly still dominated by experience. Any
of the long-tenured head coaches, West
Springfield’s Bill Renner, Annandale’s Dick
Adams, Robinson’s Mark Bendorf and
Westfield’s Tom Verbanic, along with
Hanson and Lewis, will admit the schemes
vary drastically from the mid-to-late 1980s
when wishbone and traditional triple-op-
tion offenses were the norm, as teams tried

to overpower opponents with muscle and
brute force.
“The main change (since I started coaching
in the area) is the game itself has changed a
lot,” Lewis said. “It has gone from rock ‘em
sock ‘em with who is bigger, stronger football
to spreading it out, throwing the football more
and trying to create running space.”

The spread schemes, which accentuates ath-
letes’ speed in space, is the rage as West Spring-
field, Westfield and T.C. Williams now employ
varying degrees of pass-happy offenses.

“It all depends on how your kids fit,”
Lewis said. “We still ran the I-formation five
years ago because we had a 225-pound
tailback and some big boys in the
trenches… The last four years we’ve had
more athletes on the squad. It’s only been
the past five years we’ve gone spread or
no huddle.”

COACHES CARRY CREDIBILITY, espe-
cially the ones that have lingered. In the
two Northern Region final games last sea-
son, there were nearly 80 years worth of
head coaching experience, with Renner
(Mount Vernon, Langley and West Spring-

Westfield coach Tom Verbanic will have to rebuild after completing
Westfield’s second undefeated state championship run in 2007.
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Gerry Pannoni heads into year two at
Centreville, but is no stranger to the
area.

West Springfield should be one of the best teams in the Northern Region
this season.
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Assembly of God
Word of Life Assembly of God… 703-941-2312

Harvest Church… 703-971-7070

Baha’i Faith
Baha’is of Fairfax County Southwest…

703-912-1719

Baptist
Community of Faith Tabernacle… 703-455-4594

Fellowship Baptist Church… 703-569-5151
First Baptist Church-Hayfield… 703-971-7077
First Baptist Church-Springfield… 703-451-1500

South Run Baptist Church… 703-455-4521

Westwood Baptist Church… 703-451-5120

Bible
Immanuel Bible Church… 703-941-4124

Catholic
St. Bernadette’s Catholic Church… 703-451-8576

Christian Science
First Church of Christ, Scientist… 703-941-7540

Church of Christ
Central Christian Church… 703-971-0277

Springfield Church of Christ… 703-451-4011

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints…
703-451-0631

Disciples of Christ

Springfield Christian Church… 703-354-4994

Episcopal

St. Christopher’s Episcopal… 703-451-1088

Evangelical Covenant

Community Covenant Church… 703-455-4150

Jewish
Adat Reyim Congregation… 703-569-7577

Ohev Yisrael Messianic Congergation…
703-550-0888

Jehovah’s Witness

Springfield North Congregation… 703-971-2936

Lutheran

Prince of Peace Lutheran… 703-451-5855
St. John’s Lutheran Church… 703-971-2210
St. Marks Lutheran Church… 703-451-4331
Immanual Lutheran Church… 703-549-0155

Methodist

Messiah United Methodist Church… 703-569-9862

Springfield United Methodistv703-451-2375
St. John’s United Methodist… 703-256-6655

Sydenstricker United Methodist… 703-451-8223

Non-Denominational

Love International Church… 703-354-3608
New Life Open Bible Church… 703-922-7577

New World Unity Church… 703-690-7925

International Calvary Church… 703-912-1378

Presbyterian

Grace Presbyterian Church… 703-451-2900
Harvester Presbyterian Church… 703-455-7800

Kirkwood Presbyterian Church… 703-451-5320

Rev. James K. Abernathy
Senior Pastor

Westwood Baptist
Church

“Caring...Loving...Serving...Welcoming.”

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

Wed. Night
Family Ministry 5:45 p.m.

703-451-5120
www.westwood-baptist.org

8200 Old Keene Mill Rd., Springfield

Sunday Services
8:15, 9:30 & 11:00 am

Heartline Contemporary Service 7:15 p.m.

Sunday School
9:30 am & 11:00 am

“Serving God by Serving Others”
Visit our website: http://www.messiahumc.org

Messiah
United Methodist Church

6215 Rolling Rd., Springfield
(Near West Springfield High School)

(703) 569-9862

To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-917-6463

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

and amateur students looking to hone
their craft.

The foundation also has plans to operate
the center as a venue for festivals, events,
performances and exhibitions. “Phase two”
of the Workhouse Arts Center, planned for
construction in 2009, will add a 300-seat
performance theater, a music barn and 40
live-in studio apartments leased out to art-
ists who will live, work and display their
art on-site. Plans are also in the works to
create a museum

EACH ARTIST at the Workhouse, accord-
ing to Leone, has submitted their work to
be reviewed by a panel of critics selected
by the foundation before they become con-
tributing members of the Workhouse Artist
Association.

Alex Beard demonstrated the versatility
of the center when discussing his involve-
ment during the opening festivities. A draw-
ing artist and oil painter by trade, Beard
will be displaying his work in the main
exducting several workshops with children.
The desire by the Lorton Arts Foundation
to make the Workhouse Arts Center equally
accessible to the public as well as the artist
appealed to him.

“It will be one of the few places, maybe

unique in this respect, where it will be able
to bridge the arch between arts and crafts,
the artists and the public,” said Beard, who
owns studio galleries in Soho, N.Y. and New
Orleans, La. “The fine artiste and the true
craftsman are ultimately doing the same

thing.”
Those points were echoed by Leone.
“We will not only bring the best of the art

world to Lorton, but also remain commu-
nity-oriented and provide these opportuni-
ties to everyone,” she said.

One local group anticipating the Septem-
ber opening of the Workhouse is the Spring-
field Art Guild. The SAG has been invited
to be the first group to show in the center’s
main gallery space.

“The members of the Springfield Art Guild
were instrumental in supporting the Lorton
Arts Foundation’s efforts to open the work-
house,” said Sharon Mason, executive arts
director for the Lorton Arts Foundation.
“They have helped for five years with things
like feasibility studies leading up to the
county’s signing of the lease. We chose the
Springfield Arts Guild to be one of the first
to exhibit because of the effort they made
to get us to where we are.”

Like the Springfield Arts Guild, many art
groups around Fairfax County have no gal-
leries, according to Mason. The Lorton
Workhouse Arts Center will feature art from
these groups regularly.

TO AVOID depending on county funding
to prop the center up financially, Leone said
she was hired in 2002 to devise a business
plan that would make the Workhouse a self-
sustaining entity. The center has already
leased out all available studio space to lo-
cal artists two months before September.
Plans are underway to build a performing
arts center where accredited courses will
be offered.

From Page 14

Community

New Arts Facility Set To Open in Lorton
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Lorton Arts Foundation CEO Tina Leone said she was determined to
make the Workhouse Arts Center a magnet for professional as well as
local artists.

Faith Notes

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-917-6459. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

Ekoji Buddist Temple Seminar on
Everyday Nembutsu Practice. Saturday,
Aug. 30, from 12-4 p.m. Free seminar
and lecture with guest speaker Rev.
Harry Bridge from the Lodi Buddhist
Church; light lunch provided. The Ekoji
Buddhist Temple, 6500 Lake Haven
Lane, Fairfax Station. Call 703-239-
0500 or visit www.ekoji.org.

Messiah United Methodist
Church is located at 6215 Rolling
Road, Springfield. Call 703-569-9862 or
visit www.messiahumc.org.

❖ A Community of Contagious Joy.
Sunday worship: 8:15 (with Holy Com-
munion every Sunday), 9:30 and 11
a.m. (Holy Communion on the first Sun-
day of the month)

❖ Block Party, Sunday, Sept. 7 at
12:30 p.m. Food, dunk tank, face paint-
ing, balloon art, spin art, clowns
inflatable games, castle moon bounce,
human car wash, variety show and
more. Collections taken for Nothing But
Nets and items for Flood Buckets for
flood recovery in the midwest.

St. Marks Coptic Orthodox
Church is hosting an Egyptian
Bazaar, on Saturday Sept. 20 and Sun-
day Sept. 21, from 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Egyptian food and music, children’s
games and rides; car wash; antique fur-
niture; jewelry and imported goods for
sale. Church and school tours available.
St. Marks Coptic Orthodox Church,
11911 Braddock Road, Fairfax. Call
703-591-4444.

ESL Program at St. George’s

UMC. English as a second language
classes are offered from 7-9 p.m. on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, at St. George’s
United Methodist Church, 4910 Ox
Road, Fairfax. Registration is on Sept. 2
at 7 p.m. with classes from Tuesday,
Sept. 9 through Nov. 20. Call 703-385-
4550.

The Church of the Good Shep-
herd will offer registration for fall ESOL
classes on Wednesday, Sept. 3 and
Thursday, Sept. 4 from 9:30 a.m.-12
p.m. and again 7-9 p.m. The church is
located at 9350 Braddock Road. Fall
classes run Sept. 16 through Dec. 4 on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
from 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m., and 7-9 p.m. A
$50 fee will be collected at the first
class. Call 703-323-5400.

Community Fun Day will be held
Saturday, Sept. 6 from 12-5 p.m. at St.
Stephen’s United Methodist Church,
9203 Braddock Road, Burke, between
Rolling and Guinea Roads. Free pony
rides, a giant slide, face painting, games,
food and more. Visit
www.ststephensfairfax.org or call 703-
978-8724.

Family Movie Night. Saturday,
Sept. 6. Preschool show at 8:15 p.m.,
family film at 9 p.m. Movie is free; pop-
corn and lemonade will be available.
Bring lawn chairs and blankets. Spring-
field United Methodist Church, 7047
Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield. Call
703-451-2375.

Community Picnic. Sunday, Sept.
7. On church grounds, following 10:30
a.m. worship, Food, music, games, a
moonbounce and face painting. Spring-
field United Methodist Church, 7047
Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield. Call
703-451-2375.
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SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT!
Be the first person to fax in the correct crossword puzzle

answers each week, and we’ll put your name here! Fax the
completed puzzle with your name and the puzzle number

to the Crossword Puzzle Desk, fax #703-917-0998!
The winner of puzzle #0324-2 is:

Margot U. Marino
Note: Due to space limitations, the crossword may not appear from

time to time. In that case, you may look on our Web site:
www.connectionnewspapers.com and click on the “Print Editions” button.

It should appear in a newspaper from a different Classifieds zone.

Opinion

Education Begins
Before College
Better Business Bureau offers advice
for college bound students and their parents.

By Edward Johnson

S
ending a child off into the world of
higher learning can be an appre-
hensive time for all concerned. For
students and parents alike, it is bit-

tersweet. It is every parent’s hope that with
the new found independence, their child
will embrace academia, learn, grow and put
into practice the everyday life skills they
have been taught. As the days draw closer
to an empty nest, parents often impart
words of wisdom. Some financial advice
may also be in order.

Last year alone, approximately
2 million students graduated
from high school and headed to
college. While most were
equipped with bedding and books, many
were ill equipped on the subject of finan-
cial literacy. According to a 2007 survey by
Charles Schwab, fewer than half of teens
considered themselves knowledgeable on
how to budget money (41 percent), how to
pay bills (34 percent) or how credit card
interest and fees work (26 percent).

To help build a foundation of sound fi-
nancial habits, the Better Business Bureau
(BBB) offers the following advice for par-
ents to bestow on their college bound chil-
dren:

❖ Be responsible with credit cards.
According to a U.S. Public Interest Re-

search Group (U.S. PIRG) survey, two out
of three college students report having a
credit card, of which about two-thirds are
responsible for paying their monthly bill.
Overall, freshmen responsible for their own
cards had average credit card balances of
$1,301. While having a credit card is an
important first step for a college student to
start building a credit history, parents need
to stress the importance of using credit re-
sponsibly. This includes having a minimal
number of credit cards, paying off the bal-
ances every month and keeping a reign on
spending.

❖ Start saving money now, even if
it’s just a small amount every month.

Developing good saving habits early on
will help a college student reap the ben-

Commentary

efits throughout his or her life. Aside from
the inherent benefits of saving money, start-
ing early means taking advantage of what
Albert Einstein described as one of the most
powerful forces in the universe: compound
interest. For example, if a freshman saves
$50 every month and puts it into a high
interest savings account or money market
account that earns 5 percent interest, by
graduation they will have saved more than
$2,660 including dividends.

❖ Pay your bills on time.
U.S. PIRG found that more that 40 per-

cent of college students who man-
aged their own credit cards had
paid bills late or paid at least one
over-the-limit fee. Credit card
companies often charge late fees

as high as $40. Add to that any accruing
interest, which can be upwards of 30 per-
cent, and college students will quickly see
how much can be lost by not paying a bill
on time and in full. Aside from the immedi-
ate benefits of paying bills on time — spe-
cifically, reducing needless spending on fees
and interest charges — it is an important
way for college students to begin building
a healthy credit report.

❖ Guard your personal informa-
tion.

When comparing the age demographics
of ID theft victims in the U.S., young adults
between the ages of 18 and 24 were the
second highest age group at risk for fraud
according to an annual survey by Javelin
Strategy and Research. Javelin also found
that, in cases where the victims knew how
their ID was stolen, 79 percent of the time
it was stolen by someone they had contact
with. Therefore, preventing ID theft is im-
portant both online and offline. Parents
should encourage their students to shred
unnecessary documents that include per-
sonal information such as social security or
bank account numbers and keep a close
watch over credit and debit cards and
checkbooks.

Edward Johnson is president and CEO of
the Better Business Bureau serving the greater
Metro Washington, D.C. region.

Senior Living

Senior Facilities Fair, Saturday, Sept.
20 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. at St. Stephen’s United
Methodist Church. Learn more about the of-
ferings of eight senior living facilities. St.
Stephen’s United Methodist Church, 9203
Braddock Road, Burke, between Rolling and
Guinea Roads. Call 703-978-8724.

The 2008 The Northern Virginia Se-
nior Olympics is Sept. 20-Oct. 2, with

opening day 10:30 a.m. at The Thomas
Jefferson Community Center, 3501 S. 2nd
St., Arlington. Events include swimming,
tennis, bowling, golf, pickleball, board
games, card games, team line dancing, div-
ing, ice skating, racquetball, scrabble and
more. $10 registration, events $1. Register
by Sept. 5 by visiting senior centers and
senior residences or by calling 703-228-
3600, ext. 9996.
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Teachers: College degree required
•Elementary, Co-Teachers (Science and Math)
•Computer Teacher,  Co-Teachers
•Music Teacher,  Co-Teachers
Send resumes to: resume@nysmith.com

FAX: 703-713-3336
Web: www.nysmith.com

Nysmith School
Preschool - 8th Grade

Hiring for Fall

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/
REGISTRAR (P/T) 

Manage office operations for Osher Life-
long Learning Institute, a small non-profit 
affiliate of George Mason University. Job 
includes coordination of the registration 
process, customer service, and setup of 
classrooms. Must have strong computer 
and communication skills – experience with 
MS spreadsheets and databases is a plus.

Fax resume to: 703-503-2832
Or email: olli@gmu.edu

RECEPTIONIST
Needed P/T for busy doctor’s office in 
C’ville.  Seeking enthus, energetic, detail-
oriented individual.    Computer experi-
ence necessary.    Call: (703) 803-8966.

TEACHERS
Herndon, Va, non-profit child care 

center is seeking Teachers/Assistants
PT/FT to provide high quality education 

for young children.  Please call 
703-713-3983, fax to 703-793-2298, 

email resume to 
sangley@va-childcare.com

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

ACCOUNTANT/BOOKKEEPER
Part-Time (Springfield)

Small IT Company in Springfield look-
ing for a part-time Bookkeeper/Ac-
countant.  The position is for 12-20 
hours/week and is fairly flexible.  Ac-
counting or bookkeeping experience and 
computer skills required.  Quickbooks 
experience preferred.  Send Resumes to: 
jobs@earthcare.com

Association Account Manager
Bethesda-based national medical society 
seeks energetic, personable individual 
with strong organizational and commu-
nications (written and verbal) skills.
Working knowledge of Word/Excel and 
good keyboard skills for member-
ship management, committee support, 
and meeting planning. Some travel to 
annual meetings required. Association 
experience a big advantage. Undergrad-
uate degree required. Excellent benefits 
including health care and parking. Fax 
resume/cover letter to 301-656-0989.

VET ASSISTANTS
Join our caring team!

F/T, experience preferred. Good benefits,
progressive AAHA hospital in Centreville.

Fax 571-321-1862
or E-mail careers@caringhandsvet.com

Are you looking to
Start a Career?

NOW HIRING
Entry Level Technicians

No Experience Necessary!
Central Services will teach you

everything that you need to know to
become a Master Heating & Air

Conditioning Technician.  We have
an awesome training program that

gives you the opportunity to
GET PAID

while you learn.

Apply Now
www.gocentral.com

Master Heating Air
Conditioning Technician

GET PAID

No Experience Necessary!

Coaches' Secretary
George Mason University, Department of Intercollegiate Athletics is 
looking for a Coaches' Secretary whose duties include clerical and 
administrative support. Required qualifications include strong inter-
personal/organizational skills; strong computer skills (i.e., word 
processing, database, spreadsheet, e-mail and Internet experience); 
ability to manage multiple tasks; and the ability to work with a di-
verse group of people. Preferred qualifications include demonstrated 
experience in a secretarial position, and knowledge of intercollegiate 
athletic programs. To view the full position description and to apply 
for position 01985z, go to http://jobs.gmu.edu/. Salary: $27,801. 
Deadline to apply is Sept. 8, 2008. AA/EOE

COMPUTER SYSTEMS ANALYSTS
CGI Technologies and Solutions Inc. 
seeks    Computer    Systems   Analysts: 
analyze user requirements; formulate 
system    scope   &   objectives;  design, 
develop, test, maintain, monitor, modify 
computer systems & software.  Reqs: 
Bach in CS, CIS, MIS, Eng, Business or 
foreign   equivalent  +  2  yrs  exp  in  job 
offered or in systems analysis & design 
OR Master’s or foreign equivalent in any 
above field.  Reqs: 1 yr of exp in Ration-
al Unified Process (RUP) Methodology 
to include TestManager Rational Clear-
quest. Location: Fairfax, Virginia.  Multi-
ple openings.  Send resume/cover letter: 
14033 Denver West Parkway, Denver, 
CO 80401, Attn: Rebecca Shelp, Ref # 
14022-2108

COOKS
GOODWIN HOUSE 
GHI operates two premier Continuing 
Care Retirement Communities in Alexan-
dria and Bailey's Crossroads. We are 
currently hiring for the following positions:
Full Time Cooks, 11am-7pm shift.
Requirements: previous cooking experi-
ence, preferably in high-volume setting; 
must pass drug test and background 
check. We offer competitive salary, excel-
lent benefits, and opportunity for advance-
ment. Apply online at 
www.goodwinhouse.org, email
resume to hhanisian@goodwinhouse.org
or call 703-824-1306. EOE 

COX FARMS  
FALL FESTIVAL

Apply now to be part of the seasonal, 
outdoor   fun   at   our   famous   Fall 
Festival!   Flexible   shifts    available 
including PT   &  FT,   weekdays &  
weekends,  mornings and afternoons.  
Attend an  Employment Open House:  
visit   coxfarms.com/jobs for details 
and applications.

CUSTOMER SERVICE
Free tax school. Earn extra income after 
taking course. Flexible schedules, con-
venient locations. Register now! Cours-
es start 9/15/2008. Call 703-992-7901.
Small fee for books.

Dental Recep/Assistant
Aprox 32 hrs/week. Endo practice, must 
have dental exp!!! Please fax resumes to 

703-385-7625

DRIVER / DELIVERY
MD, DC, NVa. Good Driv/Crim Rec. 

Must lift 50lbs repeatedly. Must 
push/pull 400 lbs. $34,000/yr. 

410-235-5998

Exp. Vet Tech
FT Tech needed for a flourishing, 4 dr. 

AAHA-certified animal hosp. New 
technol. /equip., comp pay & benefits. Flex 

hrs. Please call 703-451-1995 or send 
resume to Springfieldah@aol.com 

Experienced Veterinary 
Receptionists

Veterinary Assistants needed for a Spring-
field Virginia practice. FT/PT available. Fax 
resume to: (703) 440-0223 or email 
pmcmanagers@pmc.vacoxmail.cox 

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Join Our Team in Fairfax, Virginia
Now Hiring All Positions -We Especially 

Need Daytime Servers. 
Apply in person 

3059 Nutley Street
Fairfax, VA 22031

Phone (703) 204-0900 
or E-mail Fairfax@glorydaysgrill.com

EOE

�KENNEL ATTENDANT�
Compassionate, PT kennel attendant needed 

for a busy, 4 doctor AAHA-cert. animal hosp. 
Comp. pay, Flex hrs. pd trng and friendly 

staff. Please call 703-451-1995 or send resume 
to Springfieldah@aol.com

Medical Receptionist
F/T  Great salary,  benefits  &  location. 
Experience preferred. Internal Medicine & 
Allergy Associates. Fax 703-425-7504. 
E-mail staff@burkemed.net

NAIL TECHNICIAN 
Five Star Hair,  Salon & Day Spa in 

Burke/Fairfax.  Experienced Nail Techni-
cian. Manicures, Pedicures & Acrylic

Esthetician services oppy. Exc pay/ben-
efits. Please email dmarshburn@cox.net

or 703-250-4000.  

Nannies needed  to start ASAP,
$15-$20/hr, legal, drive. 

703-779-7999
nanniesbynature.com

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

PART-TIME SECRETARY
15-25 hours/Week. Office in 
Burke. $10-$12/hr. to start. Please 
call 703-426-9300.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Laboratory Technician
George Mason University, Student Health Services seeks a Laborato-
ry Technician on the Fairfax campus. Performs laboratory tests 
which may include CLIA-waived testing, and follows established 
procedures and protocols; enters, transcribes, records, stores or main-
tains information in either written or electronic form; and deals with 
people in a manner which shows sensitivity, tact and professional-
ism. Associate's degree or certificate from a hospital as a lab techni-
cian preferred. Computer skills are a must. Has had previous OSHA 
training. To apply for position WG184z, go to http://jobs.gmu.edu/. 
AA/EOE

Do not wish 
to be anything
but what you
are, and try 
to be that
perfectly.

-St. Francis 
de Sales
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CNA’S/COMPANIONS
Become a Joy in a Senior’s Life
Immediate Positions Available

•Weekly Pay •Vacation Pay
•Merit Increases •Over time Pay

•Need Own Car
Call for interview

Old Dominion Home Care
10366-C Democracy Lane, Fairfax, VA 22030

703-273-0424

P/T  VET ASSISTANT
P/T position available at animal hospital in 
Herndon. Duties  include basic animal care 
and cleaning.    Flexible   hours,   will   train.

Apply at  500 Elden St., Herndon, VA. 
Please phone or fax:

Call:  703-437-5655,  Fax: 703-437-9238

RECEPTIONIST
Energetic, PT Recpt. needed for a busy, 4 
doctor AAHA-certified animal hospital. 
Comp pay, Flex hrs. pd trng and friendly 
staff. Please call 703-451-1995  or  send 
resume to Springfieldah@aol.com  

RECEPTIONIST
Medical office in Fairfax City. 2-3 days 
a week. Come join our friendly team! 

Call Diane: 703-273-9752

RECEPTIONIST
Needed in Burke Center Office p/t Tues. 

& Fri. 8:45-4:15. This is a job share 
position,so candidate must be flexible. 

Call 703-250-8500  
RE/MAX Allegiance EOE

TEACHER
Church Preschool in Burke has teacher 
openings for 2008-9 school year. ECE, 
BA/BS & exper. helpful. Children are in 
part-time developmental classes for 2-5 
years of age. 
Please Call: 703-978-9024; fax: 703-978-
9023 or email: ststephenspre@verizon.net

VET TECH/ASST
Needed for busy Springfield, VA prac-

tice.  F/T position.  Experience required.  
Fax  resume:   Attn:   Dr.   Rod   Hudson

703-451-5455 or email to: 
colonialvets@verizon.net 

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

EmploymentEmployment

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Call John Lovaas, 703-917-
6405 or email internship@connection
newspapers.com

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
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SUMMER SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Darhele Assoc.
✦Walkways ✦Patios 
✦Driveways ✦Brick 

✦Concrete ✦Flagstone
since 1985   free est

703-764-2720
www.darhele.com

CONCRETE CONCRETE

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Brian M. Sperty Remodeling

Kitchens and Baths
30% less than Home Store Prices

Class A and Insured

703-791-2003
Bsperty2@comcast.net

•

COLLINS A PLUS
HO M E  IM P R O V E M E N T

Kitchens, Baths, Interior & Exterior Painting, Siding &
Windows, Ceramic Tile, Hardwood Flooring & More!
Licensed/Insured/Owner • Operated for over 15 years!

Call NOW for your FREE Estimate
703-257-0946

HOME REPAIR/
HANDYMAN

No Job too Small
Bathroom, Basement, Kitchens

Interior Doors, Framing, Ceramic Tile, 
Laminate floors, Deck & porch repairs, 
Moulding, Drywall, Interior Painting, 

Drywall Repair Licensed & Insured

703-431-9677       571-297-4242

KDK HOME IMPROVEMENTS, LLC
“YOUR ONE STOP HOME IMPROVEMENT SOURCE”

703-282-6606
SPECILAIZING IN HIGH END BATHROOM AND KITCHEN

RENOVATIONS WE FINISH BASEMENTS / INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR CUSTOM PAINTING

FINISH CARPENTRY / FRAMING / DRYWALL / PLUMBING

WE DO IT ALL - 100% OWNER OPERATED  - FREE ESTIMATES

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-803-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@yahoo.com

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

Let Us Build Your Dreams
▲ Kitchens & Bathrooms▲

▲ Additions & Renovations▲
▲ Decks/Trim & Finish Carpentry▲

▲ Windows/Doors and Much, Much More ▲
Serving your community for a quarter of a century

CALL METROTEC Inc. for a FREE estimate

(703)-455-9780
Family-owned & operated/Virginia Class A Licensed

metrotec@metrotecbuilders.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

SAMA’S CONSRUCTION INC.
Kitchen/bathroom renovation/repair, 
drywall, trim, doors,  drywall, interior 
paint, plumbing, & MUCH MORE!
We focus on  quality work and 

customer satisfaction.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured. For our 

specials, call 571-236-4731

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

H O M E  R E M O D E L I N G

Call Steve Paris
(703) 830-5681 - 703-932-0270

KITCHENS, BATHS, TILE, TRIM, INT.
ALTERATIONS, all HOME REPAIRS!

Steve’s Remodeling
LIC. • INS. BONDED OWNER OPERATED

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • FREE ESTIMATES

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

“Call For Special Promotions”

Countertops, Floors, Cabinet
Replacements & Refinishing, Cust.

Painting, Complete Interior Remodeling

Free Estimates • Excellent References
Call Thomas Martins
703-327-1889

Established 1988

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Grading, Landscaping, 

Drainage Problems, 

Lots Cleared, Gardens Cleaned, 

Bobcat Rental, 

Sod Installation, Mulch

703-850-3295
MBS Services

Trees & Plants | Walls & Walkways| Ponds
Patios | Lighting | Sod Installation | Much More

*Free Estimates*
703.919.4456

Design &
Installation

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

MARY’S CLEANING
Individual 

Personal Touch
Lic & Insured

Free Estimates
703-850-5544

CONCRETE

RATCLIFF
CONSTRUCT. 

CO.
Concrete & Brick  
Stone Specialist

Additions & Basemnts 
4th Generation,

Class A Lic & Ins 
Free Est.

800-820-1404

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

LAWN SERVICE

Group Rates Avail.!

PINNACLE
SERVICES, INC.

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

703-354-4333

20 YEARS EXP.

• Wood Replace & Wrapping
• Pressure Washing,
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

metrogutter.com

HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne

Light Electrical • Plumbing 
• Bathroom Renovation •  

Ceramic Tile • Drywall 
Repair

703-922-4190
www.rclhomerepairs.com

Licensed        Insured

SPRINGFIELD 
HANDYMAN

Small Home Repairs 
Good Rates 
Experienced

703-971-2164

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

GUTTER

GUTTER GOPHER
Gutter Cleaning
Power Washing

AND MORE
Call 703-401-9384

GUTTER GOPHER
Free  Estimates

Townhouses $50
Houses $85

LIC INS703-323-4671

GUTTER CLEANING
& REPAIRS

Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

MR. GUTTER

GUTTER
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ROOFING & SIDING SPECIALISTS
FREE ESTIMATES

POLYTECH ROOFING CO.

• FULLY INSURED  • INSURANCE CLAIMS  • VA LIC. #2705-050771A  • 10 YRS OF
LOCAL EXPERIENCE  • GUARANTEED QUALIFIED WORKMANSHIP

•  REFERENCES & WRITTEN WARRANTEES

ALL TYPES OF:
Roofing
Siding

Gutters
Windows

Emergency Repairs

703-734-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles
•Repairs •Reroofs
•Flat Roofs
Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

d

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

HAULING

Spring General
Yard Cleanup, Tree 

& Trash removal

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

KITCHEN &
BATH DESIGN

Class A Lic. Insured

Refacing,
Facelifts,

Basements,
Decks, Porches

MichaelsRemodeling.com

703-764-9563
Since 1979 Free Est.

Bigsculpture.org

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Retaining Walls • Patios
Decks • French Drains

703-863-7465

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-312-7227

PAINTING

www.Patriot Painting.net

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!

Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

GOLDY BRICK 
CONSTRUCTION
Walkways, Patios, 

Driveways, Flagstone, 
Concrete

FREE ESTIMATE

703-250-6231

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-312-7227

LANDSCAPING

SUMMER
CLEAN-UP

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

LANDSCAPING

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

Bank Owned----ON-SITE
Springfield

3 beds, 2 baths, 1152 sq ft
6010 Frederick

Sale Date: Sat Sept 20th at Noon
FREE COLOR BROCHURE

800-260-5846
www.AuctionServicesIntl.com
James Meadows  290-700-3414

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

TRUSTEE'S SALE

OF VALUABLE

IMPROVED REAL ESTATE

Improved by the premises known as

9556 Hagel Circle, Lorton, Virginia

In execution of a Deed of Trust from Santos Alfaro, dat-
ed December 5, 2007, and recorded December 10, 2007, in 
Deed Book 19694 at page 2031 among the Land Records of 
Fairfax County, Virginia, the undersigned substitute trustee will 
offer for sale at public auction at the front entrance of the Judi-
cial Center for Fairfax County, at 4110 Chain Bridge Road, 
Fairfax, Virginia, on

Wednesday, September 10, 2008 at 12:30 p.m. 

the following property being the property contained in said 
Deed of Trust, described as follows:

Tax Map No. 107-4-11-12-C

Commonly known as 9556 Hagel Circle, Lorton, Virginia
22079.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $20,000.00 or ten per-
cent (10%) of the sale price, whichever amount is less, in the 
form of cash or its equivalent will be required of the purchaser 
at the time and place of sale; the balance of the purchase mon-
ey being due and payable within fifteen (15) days after sale, 
time expressly being of the essence, with interest at the rate of 
6.25 percent per annum from date of sale to date of 
settlement. Provided, however, that if the holder of the se-
cured promissory note is the successful bidder at the sale, no 
cash deposit shall be required, and part of or the entire indebt-
edness, including interest and costs, secured by the Deed of 
Trust, may be set off against the purchase price. 

Any defaulting purchaser shall forfeit the deposit and 
stand the risk and cost of resale.

Sale shall be made subject to all existing easements 
and restrictive covenants as the same may lawfully affect the 
real estate. Sale is further subject to mechanic's and/or materi-
alman's liens of record and not of record. The property will be 
sold subject to all conditions, covenants, restrictions, rights of 
redemption of federal lienholders or encumbrances, and agree-
ments of record affecting the same, if any.

In the event the undersigned trustee is unable to con-
vey to the purchaser good title, then purchaser's sole and ex-
clusive remedy shall be in the refund of the deposit paid at the 
time of sale.

The subject property and all improvements thereon will 
be sold in "as is" condition without warranty of any kind. Pur-
chaser shall be responsible for any and all building and/or zon-
ing code violations whether of record or not of record, as well 
as for all unpaid and enforceable homeowners' or condomini-
um owners' association dues and assessments, if any. Pur-
chaser also shall be responsible for obtaining possession of 
the property at his/her expense. Purchaser shall assume the 
risk of loss and shall be responsible for any damage, vandal-
ism, theft, destruction, or the like, of or to the property occur-
ring after the time of sale. Conveyance will be by special war-
ranty deed. Conveyancing, recording, transfer taxes, notary 
fees, examination of title, state stamps, and all other costs of 
conveyance are to be at the expense of purchaser. State and 
local taxes, public charges, and special or regular assess-
ments, if any, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and there-
after shall be assumed by the purchaser.

The undersigned trustee unconditionally reserves the 
right: (i) to waive the deposit requirement; (ii) to approve or dis-
approve the creditworthiness of any bidder and/or purchaser; 
(iii) to withdraw the property from sale at any time prior to ter-
mination of the bidding; (iv) to extend the time for bidding; (v) 
to reject any or all bids; (vi) to postpone or set over the date or 
time of sale; and (vii) to extend the period of time for settlement 
hereunder.

Additional terms and conditions of sale may be an-
nounced at the time of sale.

DAVID N. PRENSKY

Substitute Trustee
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
David N. Prensky
Chasen & Chasen
5225 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. #500
Washington, D.C. 20015
(202) 244-4000

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PIANOS
1/2 Price

After more than 50 yrs - we’re closing out!
Band Instruments, guitars, violins,

office file cabs. & desks.
Pianos starting at $995

Call Gordon Keller
703-548-8833

29 Misc. for Sale 29 Misc. for Sale

Woodbridge. 6 BR Retirement Home. 
Have space for your loved one. Break-
fast, lunch, snacks, dinner, medication, 
doctor visits and recreation. Please call 

703-864-9638.

110 Elderly Care 110 Elderly Care

2 Apartments

Woodbridge. Base-
ment Apt in SFH. Pvt 
ent, mini-kitchen, pvt 
bath, DR, LR, theater 
room. Ideal for 55+. 
$1250/mo incl util. 

301-803-9186

Woodbridge. Mas-
ter BR, soaking tub, 

shower room, 2 
walk-in closets, 

$850 incl util. 703-
680-2666.

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Gugino, Inc Dolce Vita 

Restaurant, 10824 
Fairfax Boulevard , Fairfax, VA 
22304. The above establish-

ment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for an on premise 
mixed beverage license to sell 
or manufacture alcoholic bev-
erages. Giuseppe Ricciardi, 

President

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

12 Garage Sales in 1 
Neighborhood! Furn, bikes, 

kids stuff, books, toys, clothes. 
Sat Aug 30, 8-noon. Courts of 
Fox Mill (Pinecrest & Fox Mill 

Rd)

29 Misc. for Sale

$250 KING Pillow Top 
Mattress & Box set (3pc)-
Brand New, Never Used 

w/warranty. (Retail $500+) 
Deliverable 571-926-1990 

7 PC Cherry Sleigh Bedroom 
set - Brand new in boxes, 

Worth $1200+ 
(Can help deliver)Asking $575 

571-926-1990

Gasolier--Fabulous 19th 
century 6-arm fixture with 
new wiring, polish and 
lacquering, and original 
glass shades. $1,350.00
Victorian brass plant stand 
$75.00.
Wine decantur- -Beautiful 
1960s cut glass 8 $85.00.
Gilt frame and print--
19th century $125.00.

703-425-1556

Power Recliner liftchair. petite 
size. never used. worth $1,000  

$650 firm 703-266-2223

QN Pillow Top Mattress & 
box set Brand new in plastic 

w/warranty! Can deliver. 
(Worth $300+) MUST SELL 

$150  571-926-1990

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

116 Childcare Avail.

BURKE Childcare avail in my 
home,OFC Lic, FT & PT, days, 

evenings, Back-up care & 
special needs children 

welcome. Large yard for lots of 
fun! 703-569-8056

St. George's UMC 
Preschool

is Enrolling for the upocming 
school year. We offer a fun 

learning environment for 
children ages 2 1/2 to 5 
years old.  We also offer 
an exciting extended day 

program.  For more 
information, please call 

(703)385-4422.21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
Fax 703-917-0992

E-mail: classified
@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.
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The future
comes one day

at a time.
-Dean Acheson
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703-425-8000
# 1 in Virginia

Alexandria
Kingstowne Area

$324,900
COMMUTER’S DREAM!

Immaculate Townhome close
to Old Town and DC! Prof
decorated w/ 3 finished levels!
Firepl in Liv Rm. Patio/Deck
off Rec Rm w/ Powder Rm in
walk-out basement. New
appliances in kitchen include
Refrigerator w/ IM & Ceran
top stove w/ SC oven!! Many
other extras/upgrades!!
Hurry to call Steve on

this one (703) 981-3277.

Annandale
$549,000

Updated &
Move-in
Ready!

Call to see this
fabulous 4 BR,
2.5 BA home in
sought-after
Woodson HS
Pyramid!  42”

cabinets, SS appliances, updated bathrooms and
refinished hardwoods make this home a terrific
value!  NEW roof, gutters, windows and the list
goes on!  Shows beautifully!  Great location!

Burke $625,000
Pond View

5BR, 3.5 BA top-
line Colonial.
Kitchen HW
floors, Cherry
cabinets, ceramic
tile. Fam Rm off-
kitchen w/gas fpl,
bookshelves &
SGD to 27x14

deck w/hot tub. Walkout Bsmt w/Rec Rm, BR & BA.
Pella windows & entry door. Pond view from updated
baths. Roof, siding, HVAC replaced.

Joel Lutkenhouse 703-969-6442

LISTING YOUR HOME? CALL LONG AND FOSTER’S #1 OFFICE!
Call Dale Gabardy at 703-425-8000 • E-mail: gabardy@longandfoster.com

DIANA WHITFIELD
Lifetime Member NVAR Top Producer

www.DianaWhitfield.com
703-503-1830

E-mail: topagent@realtor.com

BETTY BARTHLE
703-425-4466
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
e-mail: betty@bettybarthle.com
website: www.bettybarthle.com

JOEL LUTKENHOUSE
703-969-6442
Associate Broker
Accredited Buyer Agent
Life Member NVAR Million
 Dollar Sales Club

JOHN MOMM
703-250-6511

You Deserve a
Certified Residential

Specialist

BUZZ & COURTNEY
JORDAN
Your Local Father/Daughter Team!

703-503-1866 or 703-503-1835
TheJordanTeam@longandfoster.com
www.TheJordanTeam.com

CALL JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@longandfoster.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

DIANE SUNDT

BARBARA NOWAK
& GERRY STAUDTE
“My Virginia Home Team”
703-503-1802, 703-503-1894

gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
 www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

STEVE CHILDRESS
“Experience…with

Innovation!”
Life Member NVAR Top Producer

Buyer Broker since 1973!
703-981-3277

with

703-615-4626

Fairfax City
$199,000

2BR, 1BA
updated condo
in Fairfax City.
Brand new
kitchen: 42”
maple cabs,
granite, stain-
less steel app.

Newer carpet, fresh paint, new fixtures. Great
location! Close to major transportation and
shopping!

Call Courtney at 703-503-1835

granite counters. First floor hardwoods, large
MBR w/luxury MBA & 2 W/I closets, and much
more!

ANN & HAL GRAINGER, CRS
Assoc. Broker, 31+ Years of RE Experience

Top 1% Nationwide – Lifetime Member NVAR Top Producer

703-503-1870
ann.grainger@longandfoster.com

CHARLES SHAW
703-503-1826
charles.shaw@longandfoster.com
Search the MLS at
charlesNshaw.com

Looking For A Foreclosure?
Finding the right foreclosure property
(location, price, timing) is more art
than science. I specialize in finding
pre-foreclosure, foreclosure and REO
properties for both investors and
owner-occupants.

  Call if you are interested in:
• HUD and VA Properties

   • Conventional Foreclosures

Laurel Hill
in Lorton
COMING

SOON
BANK

OWNED.
Outstanding
colonial fea-
turing hard-
wood floors,
gourmet

kitchen with granite counters, sunroom, 2-story
family room with fireplace, walkout recreation
room.

Call Judy @ 703-503-1885 to visit

North
Springfield

$525,000
BANK

OWNED.
Expanded
colonial fea-
turing main
level master
bedroom, wood
floors, family

room with fireplace, double decks, large back
yard, upgraded kitchen with granite and off
street parking.

Call Judy @ 703-503-1885 to visit

CYNDEE JULIAN
703-503-1458
cyndee@longandfoster.com
Certified Home Stager

Springfield
$689,000
Elegant
Living

This 4 BR, 2.5
BA Colonial fea-
tures gourmet
Kit w/ Work
Island, 5-burner
gas cook top,
dbl wall oven &

RON KOWALSKI
A Game Plan for Success

1-888-495-6207
www.ronkowalski.com

Bonnie Brae
$599,000

Lake View!
With 4 BRs, 2.5
BAs this serene
home backs to
beautiful 15 acre
Woodglen Lake.
Perfect for enter-

taining and family gatherings the open floor plan
includes conversation pit with brick-surround fire-
place and windows, separate dining rm, living rm,
kitchen and family rm.  Large LL offers w/o to patio
and backyard.  Updates include new flooring and new
light fixtures throughout. Close to VRE, transporta-
tion, schools, and shopping.

Spacious
Burke

Colonial
$629,000

Gorgeous
Colonial w/ 4
BRs and 3.5
BAs, Hrdwd
flrs in Foyer,

LR and DR.  Ceramic tile backsplash, Bosch DW, cook-
top and wall oven in Kit. W/O French Doors in FR.
Huge MBA w/ Sep tub and shower. Fin LL with Rec
Rm, full BA, 2nd laundry area and storage. The ample
windows allow natural light to pour in.  Terrific loca-
tion in great community – easy access to all amenities!

Herndon
$649,000

3/4 acre
fenced
yard per-
fect for
anything!
2 decks!
Beautifull
y main-

tained 4 bedroom, 2 full & 2 half bath home.
Spacious rec room, computer/den room and
store room on lower level. Very generous
room sizes throughout. A rare find at this
price!

Lorton
Station
$539,900

Fresh and
Bright!!
New hardwood
floors, fresh
paint, granite
countertops.
Large fenced
yard, 4 BR, 2.5

BA, open floor plan. Close to VRE, Town Center,
Ft. Belvoir, I 95, and Lorton amenities!!

For 24-hour recorded information,
call 1-888-495-6207 x223.

Country
Club Manor

$435,000
Lovely 4
Bedroom home
situated on a
great lot.
Many updates
including
appliances,

corian countertops, windows, & HVAC. Enjoy the
outdoors on the deck or screened porch. Top
schools! No HOA. For more info or to find out
how you can become part of this sought after
community, call Diane at 703-615-4626.

finished. 5/6 bedrooms 5.5 baths, 10’ ceilings, 6 fire-
places, 3- car garage, huge updated kitchen, banquet
sized dining room, sunroom, library, grand foyer
with Waterford chandelier.

See this property at www.GraingerTeam.com

Clifton/Frosty
Meadows
$975,000
Excellent

Value!
Charming

Colonial with
Swimming Pool
in serene setting
on 5 acres! Total
privacy yet very

close to Historic town of Clifton. 5BR, 4BA,  3 fire-
places. All new Kitchen with Granite counters and
upgraded appliances. Fully finished walkout lower
level with 5th bedroom/den, full bath, & rec.

See this property at www.CliftonMLS.com

READY TO BUY OR SELL
Visit www.charlesNshaw.com to:

Search the entire multiple listings.
Search for Foreclosures, short sales,

fixer-uppers-or regular sales.
Receive automatic updates of

properties.
WWW.CHARLESNSHAW.COM

Call Charles @
(703) 989-7169

Too new
for Photo!!

O
P
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S
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Fairfax Station
$1,575,000

Drastic
Reduction!

REDUCED 125K!
Spectacular all-
brick estate home
on five wooded
acres yet close to
all amenities.
Over 7000 sq ft.


