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See our work at
www.miraclemethod.com

Contact your local office at

703-738-4801
301-571-4200

❆
Tired of that old color
dated bathroom?
Don’t replace...

Bathtubs, Showers,
Sinks, Tile,

Countertops

REFINISHREFINISH

SINCE 1976 • FREE ESTIMATES

“As seen on
This Old
House”

Serving Metropolitan DC
& Beyond

Orville Burrell, 69, died on Sept.
10 due to circulation complica-
tions. He spent the last 26 years
in Arlington.

Orville, often referred to as “Mr.
Boombastic” was a diverse,
unique, and assertive individual
that loved the beach and
Carribean music. Orville was well

Orville Burrell Dies

Obituary

known for his outspoken nature on
sexuality issues and was a constant
advocate for gay rights and despite
losing two legs finished seven
marathons.

He leaves behind a five sons,
Steve, Colin, Chad, Andrew, and
Landon, all residents of Arlington.

Who: Everyone—children, teens, adults, families, pets! What: 5k non-competitive walk
When: Saturday, November 1, 2008 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Where: Lake Fairfax Park, 1400 Lake Fairfax Drive, Reston, VA
How: Register online at www.WalkLikeMadd.org (select “Fairfax, VA”)

• Be a Team Captain! • Bring Your Dog! • Win Prizes!
• FREE Food! • Fun Activities!

For more information, contact: Karen Horowitz
• Karen.horowitz@madd.org • Phone: 703-379-1135

Walk Like MADD 2008
Saturday, November 1, 2008

We need your help now more than ever! Drunk driving crashes
continue to kill and seriously injure too many people. Survivors,

friends and family are left with years of emotional, medical, legal and
financial struggles. It’s time to eliminate drunk driving!

Sponsored by
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By David Schultz

The Connection

E
arlier this month, the U.S.
Treasury took over Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac, two
mortgage lending giants

that had been financially imperiled by
the subprime lending crisis. Govern-
ment control of these two institutions
immediately sent shockwaves
throughout the country’s financial sys-
tem and foreshadowed several weeks
of meltdowns on Wall Street.

But the fallout from the collapse of
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac isn’t just
a Wall Street problem. The collapse
of these two companies poses a seri-
ous threat to many local organizations
in Northern Virginia.

Freddie Mac’s philanthropic arm,
the Freddie Mac Foundation, was the
largest corporate funder of non-profit
organizations in the Washington D.C.
region. Last year, the foundation gave
approximately $25 million to local
non-profits.

Now, many of those organizations

that had received large parts of their
operating budgets from Freddie Mac
in previous years are facing uncer-
tainty.

“At this point, I don’t know,” Diane
Charles responded when asked if her
group, Stop Child Abuse Now, or
SCAN, would continue to receive
funding from Freddie Mac. “I don’t
think anybody does.”

Shawn Flaherty, a Freddie Mac
Foundation spokesperson, said that all
of the foundation’s charitable dona-
tions are currently under review by the
organization’s director, James
Lockhart. No decisions have been
made yet about whether funding will
be cut, she said, and there was no
timeline for when these decisions will
be made. “We really don’t know at this
point,” she said. “It’s under review and
we haven’t made a decision yet.”

A NON-PROFIT child abuse pre-
vention group based out of Alexan-

dria, SCAN has had a rela-
tionship with the Freddie
Mac Foundation for more
than a decade, Charles, the
group’s executive director,
said. In that time, they
have contributed between
$25,000 and $50,000 to
SCAN per year, funding
that represents approxi-
mately five percent of their
annual budget.

Charles said that if
Freddie Mac cut off its
funding to SCAN, it would
be very difficult for her or-
ganization to find the fund-
ing elsewhere. “We’ll be
really disappointed,” she
said. “That’s an important
piece of what [Freddie Mac
has] done in the commu-
nity … Relatively, it’s a very
small amount but that kind
of funding allows us to le-
verage lots of other fund-
ing and volunteers. To us,
it’s critical.”

ELIZABETH PAGE is the director of the
Falls Church-McLean Children’s Center, a
group that provides childcare to low-income
families. For the last decade, the Freddie
Mac Foundation has given Page’s group
$25,000 a year, one-eighth of their annual
operating budget.

“We’re nervous,” Page said. “Not
just with Freddie Mac but with the
whole environment these days.
Whenever there’s an economic
downturn a lot of non-profits suf-
fer.”

The Falls Church-McLean
Children’s Center received its fund-
ing from Freddie Mac in July, Page
said, so they are covered for this

fiscal year. “I’m hoping by April when we
reapply [for funding] things will be clearer,”
she said. But Page said that if the funding
from Freddie Mac doesn’t come through,
they would most likely have to layoff one
of their teaching assistants.

LOUDOUN County-based INMED Part-
nerships for Children is another local non-
profit organization that relies heavily on
funding from Freddie Mac. Thirty five per-
cent of their annual budget – $175,000 per
year for a trio human services programs –
comes from the Freddie Mac Foundation.

Linda Pfeiffer, INMED’s President and
CEO, said that her organization has been in
close contact with Freddie Mac representa-
tives since their recent financial changes
and that “there is no indication” that their
funding is in jeopardy. In fact, Pfeiffer said,
just a few weeks ago INMED was invited
by Freddic Mac to officially reapply for a
$100,000 grant.

“The people at the Foundation are com-
pletely forthcoming,” she said. “As far as

they know things are moving ahead as nor-
mal.”

But Pfeiffer said that the loss of funding
from Freddic Mac would force INMED to
“cut down on our services dramatically”
because the loss of the Freddie Mac funds
could trigger a chain reaction among their
other funders.

“It’s something that’s always been crucial
for leveraging other funding,” she said. “All
funders like to see that their funds are be-
ing matched by other funding. Freddie Mac
has always been wonderful to provide the
upfront money that we can use to get state
money and county money.”

THE FALLOUT from the collapse of
Freddie Mac is affecting Northern Virginia
non-profits both large and small.

BU-GATA is an Arlington-based group that
acts as an advocate for the tenants of the
Buckingham Village neighborhood. Since
1998, it has run a youth program for
Buckingham teens that was funded with a
$40,000 annual contribution from Freddie
Mac.

If the Freddie Mac funds were cut off, BU-
GATA would have to fire the program’s full-
time coordinator and would be forced to
use part-time volunteers, Lois Athey, the
group’s executive director, said.

Northern Virginia Family Service is on the
opposite end of the funding spectrum. They
have an annual budget of more than $20
million, only $400,000 of which comes from
Freddie Mac. Like BU-GATA, Northern Vir-
ginia Family Service would have to make
layoffs if their Freddie Mac funding was cut
off, the organization’s President and CEO
Mary Agee said.

But if the Freddie Mac Foundation ceases
to exist, a lack of funding wouldn’t be the

News

Freddie Mac Troubles Affect Charities
Dozens of Northern
Virginia non-profits
rely on funds from
Freddie Mac.

only thing that local non-profits would lose
out on.

“[Freddie Mac goes] above and beyond
just the financial giving,” Agee said. “Their
staff is involved in working in the commu-
nity to help build the systems that will im-
prove people’s lives. They are in the com-
munity rolling up their sleeves side by side
with all of us to resolve community issues.
We need that. We need their perspectives.
It sets them apart from a lot of other foun-
dations.”

Photo by David Schultz/The Connection

Freddie Mac headquarters in McLean,.

“We’re nervous. Whenever
there’s an economic downturn
a lot of non-profits suffer.”

— Elizabeth Page,
Falls Church-McLean Children’s Center

Arlington Connection Editor Mary Anne Weber

703-917-6431 or arlington@connectionnewspapers.com

Non-Profits
The non-profit organizations featured in

this story are always in need of donations
and volunteers. The following is informa-
tion on how you can help out these groups:

SCAN of Northern Virginia
1705 Fern Street, Second Floor
Alexandria, VA 22302
703-820-9001
info@scanva.org

Falls Church-McLean Children’s Center
7230 Idylwood Road
Falls Church, VA 22043
703-534-4907
fcmlcc@aol.org

INMED Partnerships for Children
20110 Ashbrook Place, Suite 260
Ashburn, VA 20147
703-729-4951
contact@inmed.org

BU-GATA
927 South Walter Reed Drive, Suite 28
Arlington, VA 22204
703-302-5140

Northern Virginia Family Service
10455 White Granite Drive, Suite 100
Oakton, VA 22124
703-385-3267
info@nvfs.org
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Election 2008

Former Virginia Governors Mark Warner and Jim Gilmore participate in a debate spon-
sored by the Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce at the Capital One Complex in McLean
on Sept. 18. The former governors are running against each other for the U.S. Senate.
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Warner, Gilmore Debate in Fairfax
Senate candidates criticize each
other’s gubernatorial records.

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

F
ormer governors Jim
Gilmore (R) and Mark
Warner (D) portrayed their
contest for  the U.S. Senate

as a choice between honesty and ef-
fectiveness at a Fairfax County Cham-
ber of Commerce debate Sept. 18.

The two candidates are vying to re-
place 30-year incumbent Sen. John
Warner (R), who announced his re-
tirement in late 2007. John Warner
and Mark Warner are not related. Vot-
ers will choose a new senator in the
general election Nov. 4.

MARK WARNER emphasized his
record of “getting results” as gover-
nor during the debate at the Capital
One complex in McLean.

He stressed the importance of a bi-
partisan approach
and said he had re-
ceived the support
of several Republi-
cans — like former
delegate and state
house budget com-
mittee chair Vince
Callahan (R-35) —
in his bid for the
U.S. Senate.

“The same old
partisan politics
won’t get it done,”
said Warner.

When the Demo-
crat entered Commonwealth’s highest
executive office in 2002, Warner said
he “inherited the largest budget short-
fall in Virginia’s history” from Gilmore,
who had immediately proceeded
Warner as governor.

In order to get the Commonwealth
back on the right financial track,
Warner said he to “reach across the
aisle” to Republicans, who were in

control of the state legisla-
ture. During Warner’s time
in office, Virginia was
named the “best managed
state in the country,” he
said.

When deciding, voters
should ask themselves,
“Who left the state in a bet-
ter spot at the end of their
term?” said Warner.

GILMORE denied Warner’s
characterization of the
Virginia’s financial health at
the end of Gilmore’s term.
He said he had not left the
state with a budget deficit,
though he never offered a
detailed explanation of why
Warner was wrong during
the debate.

Instead, Gilmore stressed that he had
“kept his word” as an elected official. The
Republican promised to cut taxes as gover-
nor and ended up lowering them by $1.5
billion across the state. Warner, by contrast,
ended up raising taxes on Virginia residents,
even though the Democrat had said he
would not do so, according to Gilmore.

“It isn’t just a matter of getting things
done. It is what you get done,” said the
Republican.

Gilmore also poked fun at Warner’s over-
tures to bipartisan governance several times
during the debate.

“Bipartisanship, Mark, is no substitute for
honesty,” he said during his opening re-
marks.

DURING THE DEBATE, Gilmore looked
to tie Warner to Democratic presidential
candidate Barack Obama, especially on the
issue of taxes. If Warner and Obama were
elected, a tax increase would come barrel-
ing toward Virginians “like a freight train,”
said Gilmore.

“I gave tax relief and I gave my word,” as
governor, said Gilmore, who reduced the

“The same
old partisan
politics
won’t get it
done.”

 — Gov. Mark
Warner, Demo-

cratic candidate
for U.S. Senate

“Bipartisanship,
Mark, is no

substitute for
honesty.”

 — Gov. Jim Gilmore,
Republican candidate

for U.S. Senate

car tax while he was the head of Virginia.
Warner countered that Obama has only

proposed raising taxes on the wealthiest
Americans and said Warner would not sup-
port tax increases on small businesses.

Without putting an end to President
George W. Bush’s tax cuts for wealthy
Americans, the federal deficit of $500 tril-
lion would rise and result in an “indirect
tax increase” on the middle class because
the dollar would worth less, said Warner.

Obama has defined “wealthy Americans”
as those households making over $250,000
per year, filing jointly.

But Warner said he would want the income
bar for tax increases raised to a higher figure.

“$250,000 may be a bit low. There are
lots of duel-earning households in North-
ern Virginia who earn that much,” said
Warner.

BOTH CANDIDATES, themselves, are
worth well over $250,000.

Warner helped co-found the cellular tele-
phone company Nextel. Gilmore has
worked or been on the board of major air-
lines and pharmaceutical companies. He

currently heads USA Secure, a not-
for-profit homeland security think
tank.

During the debate, Richmond
Times-Dispatch columnist Jeff
Schapiro identified Gilmore and
Warner as millionaires and asked how
the financial cri-
sis – particu-
larly the Wall
Street “melt-
down” — had
affected the
candidates per-
sonally.

Warner de-
scribed himself
as a “fiscal con-
servative” with
a conservative
financial portfo-
lio and said he was “down about 10
to 15 percent.”

Gilmore said he did not know how
the current downturn in the market
had affected him because he “hadn’t
looked at or studied” his portfolio.

Favola Surges Ahead In Fundraising
Small donors giving
less than $100 provided
most of the funds.

See Fundraising,  Page 7

C
ounty Board Member Barbara
Favola (D), a longtime incumbent
seeking reelection this year, has

amassed a huge lead in fundraising over her
opponent, according to campaign finance
documents released last week.

Favola, who was first elected to the
County Board in 1997, has raised $112,289

this election cycle. Favola raised $5,091 in
July and August. Much of those funds have
come from small donors who have given
less than $100.

Her opponent, Green Party nominee John
Reeder, has raised $4,342 this election cycle.
Part of those funds came from a $1,000 loan
he gave his campaign. “I’m putting my
money where my mouth is,” Reeder said.
“I’m willing to spend money for a good pur-
pose.”

Reeder said that he has mainly focused
on soliciting donations from his personal
contacts and from those who attend his

church, Our Lady Queen Of Peace in the
Nauck Neighborhood.

From the beginning of 2008 through Aug.
31, the date through which the campaign
finance documents track donations, Favola
has raised $11,230 from 177 small dona-
tions of $100 or less. “I think it’s really im-
portant to show the depth and the width of
a candidate’s support,” Favola said. “I guess
we have a lot of support because a lot of
people are raising checks.”

The rest has come from larger donors and
in-kind donations. Former County Board
Member Paul Ferguson (D) has contributed

$300 to Favola’s campaign and current
Commissioner of Revenue Ingrid Morroy
(D) contributed $175.

Reeder, a former economist with the fed-
eral government, has raised $1,595 from
29 small donors. “It’s going pretty good,”
he said. “We don’t have the fundraising ap-
paratus that the Democrats have but I think
we’ll raise more money than [former Green
Party candidate] Josh [Ruebner] in his last
campaign.” (Reeder has already surpassed
Ruebner’s total of $3,666 from his 2007
County Board race.)
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Churches-United Methodist
Calvary United Methdist...703-892-5185

Cherrydale United Methodist...703-527-2621
Chesterbrook United Methodist...703-356-7100

Clarendon United Methodist...703-527-8574
Community United Methodist...703-527-1085
Mt. Olivet United Methodist...703-527-3934

Churches-United Methodist
Trinity United Methodist...703-356-3312

Walker Chapel United Methodist...703-538-5200

Churches- United Church of Christ
Bethel United Church of Christ...703-528-0937

Rock Spring Congregational United Church
of Christ...703-538-4886

Metaphysical
 Arlington Metaphysical Chapel...703-276-8738

Presbyterian Church in America Churches
Christ Church of Arlington...703-527-0420

Synagogues - Conservative
 Congregation Etz Hayim...703-979-4466

Synagogues - Orthodox
Fort Myer Minyan...703-863-4520

Chabad Luvavitch of Alexandria-Arlington
...703-370-2774

Synagogue - Reconstructionist
Kol Ami, the North Virginia Reconstructionist Community...

571-271-8387

 Assemblies of God
  Arlington Assembly of God...703-524-1667

  Calvary Gospel Church...703-525-6636

Buddhism
The Vajrayogini Buddhist Center ... 202-331-2122

 Churches- Catholic
St. Agnes Catholic Church... 703-525-1166

Cathedral of St Thomas More...703-525-1300
Our Lady of Lourdes ... 703-684-9261

Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic…703-979-5580
St Ann Catholic Church...703-528-6276

St. Charles Catholic Church...703-527-5500
See Ad at Left

Church of Christ
Arlington Church of Christ...703-528-0535

 Church of God- Anderson, Indiana
Church of God...703-671-6726

 Churches-Episcopal
St Andrew Episcopal Church...703-522-1600

St George   Episcopal Church...703- 525-8286
St Johns Episcopal Church...703-671-6834
St Mary Episcopal Church...703-527-6800

Churches-Episcopal
St Michael S Episcopal Church...703-241-2474

St Paul Episcopal Church...703-820-2625
St Peter’s Episcopal Church...703-536-6606

Trinity Episcopal Church...703-920-7077

 Churches Lutheran(ELCA)
Advent Lutheran Church...703-521-7010
Faith Lutheran Church...703-525-9283

German Lutheran Church...703-276-8952
Resurrection Lutheran Church...703-532-5991

Churches Lutheran(Missouri, Synod)
Our Savior Lutheran Church...703-892-4846

Churches-Nazarene
Arlington First Church of the Nazarene... 703-525-2516

Church- Brethren
Church of The Brethren...703-524-4100

Churches-Baptist
 Arlington Baptist Church...703-979-7344

  Cherrydale Baptist Church...703-525-8210
  First Baptist of Ballston...703-525-7824
  Mt. Zion Baptist Church...703-979-7411

Churches -Baptist-Free Will
  Bloss Memorial Free Will Baptist Church...703-527-7040

Churches- Presbyterian
Arlington Presbyterian Church...703-920-5660

Church of Covenant ... 703-524-4115
Clarendon Presbyterian Church...703-527-9513
Little Falls Presbyterian Church...703-538-5230

Trinity Presbyterian Church...703-536-5600
Westminster Presbyterian ... 703-549-4766

Churches- Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington

703-892-2565

ONE GOD MINISTRY
A Global Church

A Non-Denominational Multi-racial Bible-based Christian Church Dedicated
to the Spiritual Empowerment and Enrichment of the Human Race

~ Join Us For Worship ~
At 4280 Chain Bridge Road • Fairfax, VA 22030
                    10:00 am–10:45 am Sunday School
                    11:00 am–12:30 pm Worship Service
Wednesdays 7:00 pm–8:30 pm Worship Service

Phone: 703-591-6161 Fax: 703-591-6262
Email: PraiseGod@OneGodMinistry.org

Visit Our Website: www.OneGodMinistry.org

Sundays

To highlight your Faith Community call Karen at 703-917-6468

Westover Baptist Church
Wednesday Prayer Service 2:00 PM

Sunday 9:30 AM Sunday School

 & 11:00 AM Worship

1125 N. Patrick Henry Drive

703-237-8292

www.westoverbaptist.org

Fun, Games and a Chili and Pie cook off!
All are welcome!

Shuttles run Sunday mornings from Clarendon
Station – see our website for details.

By David Schultz

The Connection

A
t a meeting at Wakefield
High School last week,
people were congratulat-
ing Arlington Superinten-

dent Robert Smith on his years of ser-
vice to Arlington Public Schools.

Smith, who has been the chief ex-
ecutive of Arlington’s school system

since 1997, an-
nounced earlier
this month that
he would be re-
tiring at the end
of this school
year to move into
higher educa-
tion. “I’m finally
growing up!” he
quipped about
his future plans.

But as Smith
was receiving

plaudits for his tenure in Arlington,
the School Board had already set in
place a plan for choosing his succes-

Schools

Search For New Superintendent Begins
Robert Smith to leave
in 2009.

sor.
Over the next seven months, the Board

will conduct a nationwide search for the
next leader of Arlington Public Schools

EVEN THOUGH it’s been less than a
month since Smith announced he would be
stepping down, School Board Members
Libby Garvey and Sally Baird have already
taken the reins of the superintendent search
process.

Their first step will be to hire a private
search firm to assist the Board in finding
candidates, Garvey said. According to
Garvey, the Board will be putting out a re-
quest for proposals to search firms in a
matter of weeks. “That has to be out for a
certain amount of time,” Garvey said. “Then
they give us proposals and we pick the firm.”

Garvey said she hopes that the firm can
be hired and in place before November
when the School Board is scheduled to take
up controversial elementary school bound-
ary issues.

After the firm is hired, a committee made
up of parents, Schools staffers and commu-
nity representatives will be set up that will
be responsible for interviewing superinten-
dent candidates and will report back to the
School Board with its recommendations,
Schools spokesperson Frank Bellavia said.

The School Board hopes to have hired a

candidate by early spring to give the new
superintendent enough time to transition
into the job before Smith departs in June
after graduation.

Both Baird and Garvey said that candi-
dates from across the country would be con-
sidered. But they also said that hiring from
within Arlington Public Schools is not out
of the question. “The candidate could also
be found internally,” Baird said. “We are ab-
solutely open to that.”

One of the internal candidates who may
apply to be the next superintendent is Mark
Johnston, the current Assistant Superinten-
dent for Instruction. Johnston is a former
science teacher in Prince William and
Fairfax Counties who has been an assistant
superintendent in Arlington since 2004.
When asked if he would like to be Smith’s
successor, Johnston seemed open to the
idea.

“That’s something I’ll have to think
about,” he said. “I certainly enjoy working
for the system. I think it’s an excellent sys-
tem. It would be a very appealing superin-
tendency to have.”

BAIRD AND GARVEY both said that they
had not yet begun to think about specific
superintendent candidates yet. “Our prior-
ity now is on identifying the search firm,”
Baird said.

But Baird also said that she does
not want to choose someone who will
drastically change the way Arlington
Public Schools operates. “I don’t think
anybody’s looking to shake anything
up,” she said. “Dr. Smith in the last
12 years has moved the system from
being a very good
system to being
such a great sys-
tem … We want
to keep that.”

Garvey said
that, since Smith
announced he’d
be stepping
down, she’s re-
ceived some
emails request-
ing that the
School Board se-
lect someone
along the lines of
reform-minded
Washington D.C.
Schools Chancel-
lor Michelle Rhee. But said she
doesn’t think that’s what Arlington
needs in a new superintendent.

“We want someone who is going to

“I don’t think
anybody’s
looking to
shake
anything up.”

— School Board
Member Sally Baird

“You don’t
need a

Michelle Rhee
… Nothing
against her,

but this is an
excellent
system.”

— Marjorie Shapiro,
Wakefield parent

See Search,  Page 16
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Opinion

Are You Prepared to Vote on Nov. 4?

Guest

Editorial

By Olga Hernandez

President, LWV of Virginia

T
he question is not about whom
you’ll vote for in the Presidential
election, but are you ready to do
so. This year in Virginia the inter-

est in the general election is great, almost
300,000 new voters are on the rolls and the
sheer numbers can overwhelm the process.

In Fairfax County you’ll have
the choice to vote a paper bal-
lot that can be scanned or vote
using the computerized Direct
Recording Equipment that have

been used for several years. Did you know that
a parks bond issue is also on the ballot? We
also have a U.S. Senate race to fill an open
seat and Congressional races.

Go to the League of Women Voters Web site
www.vote411.org for more nonpartisan infor-
mation on what is on your ballot.

FIRST ORDER of business is to make sure you
are registered to vote. Check your status at
www.vote411.org.  If you are registered but have
a change of information such as a name, address,
you have until Oct. 6 to update your records.
You may have submitted your info at DMV or a
voter registration drive but you should check that
the paperwork went through the system.

The Office of Election tells us that about 10
percent of registration forms are incomplete
and thus rejected. They do send a letter to
advise of the rejection but it’s up to the voter
to follow-up. You should receive a registration
card but as the date gets closer that card may
not arrive in time to correct errors.  Don’t wait,
do it now.

Voter 101 and Beyond
The League of Women Voters provides non-partisan election

information for the public. We are a volunteer membership or-
ganization concerned with good government policy.

The League Voters Guide will appear in this newspaper a
couple of weeks before the election, it will also be posted on
the League Web site.

We are offering Voter 101 classes for new and not so new
voters in October at the following dates and times:

Oct. 5, Voter 101 Class: Fairfax Regional Library, 2 p.m.
Oct. 8, Voter 101 Class: Chantilly Reg. Library, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 12, Voter 101 Class: Sherwood Reg. Library 2 p.m.
Oct. 15, Voter 101 Class: Reston Reg. Library, 7:30 p.m.

The Fairfax County registrar’s phone num-
ber is 703-222-0776. Arlington registrar is 703-
228-3456. Fairfax City registrar is 703-385-
7890. Loudoun registrar is 703-777-0380. Al-
exandria registrar is 703-838-4050.

SECOND, consider vot-
ing absentee if you
qualify for any of the rea-
sons allowed. All absen-
tee ballots are counted
the evening of Election
Day. Absentee in person
voting opened Sept. 19 at
the Fairfax Government
center. The lines on Nov.
4 are going to be long.  Weather in November
can range from freezing to rain to beautiful.
Polls open at 6 a.m. and close at 7 p.m., no
exceptions. (If you are in line before the polls
close, you will still be able to vote.)

Third, make sure you know where your poll-
ing place is.  Sounds simple but people show
up to the wrong precinct all the time. It is heart-
breaking for election officers to turn someone

away because they showed up in
the wrong place at 6:55 p.m. and
they have no time to get to the
correct precinct.

Fourth, bring a picture ID. Even
though you can legally sign an affir-
mation of identity, in some circum-
stances that is not possible. Know
your rights and don’t be intimidated,
but bringing your ID will expedite
the process and move the lines.

Fifth, bring your patience.  Elec-
tion officers are there to help you,
please don’t abuse them. They will

work for 15 plus hours on Election Day to make
democracy work with less than minimum wage
compensation. They get set compensation no
matter the hours or workload. Be courteous,
be prepared and we can all get this done.

IF EVERYONE is pre-
pared the day should flow
smoothly.  Thousands of
people have worked hard
for a number of years to
make it all look simple but
it’s a very complex system
and voters can help by
being prepared and know-
ing their rights. Provi-

sional ballots are available if problems can’t
be resolved on Election Day but some of those
don’t get counted for various reasons. It’s best
to do it right the first time. Bring a friend and
or family member to vote with you.

An excellent study of the election process and
laws in Virginia can be found on the Fairfax
League website at http://www.lwv-fairfax.org/
Sept08VoterFinal%28rev%29.pdf

Letters to the Editor

T
he recent article by David
Schultz on disappearing
burial spaces in Arlington

Cemetery and on who may be bur-
ied in the cemetery (“Running Out
Of Room,” Aug. 20) was certainly
timely, informative and well writ-
ten. It was sadly deficient in one
significant respect, however.

The writer fails to mention the
very contentious and at times bit-
ter confrontation between local
historical preservationists, includ-
ing war veterans, and the
Cemetery’s Superintendent who in
devious and quiet methods tried
to obtain the pristine, virgin wood-
lands identified as Cemetery Sec-
tion 29 next to Fort Myer in a deep
ravine behind the Custis-Lee Man-
sion for additional burial grounds.

The Superintendent had friendly
contacts on Capitol Hill quietly slip
into the annual defense authori-
zation act a provision transferring
to the Army, which runs the cem-
etery, a provision transferring the

woodlands (managed by the Na-
tional Park Service) along with
some other crucial land in Fort
Myer to the Army so that it could
be used to expand the Cemetery.
Ironically, the land in question had
been transferred from the Army to
the Park Service some decades
earlier when Cemetery officials
had started cutting huge, centu-
ries-old trees to clear the land.
Preservationists from the [Arling-
ton Historical] Society intervened
and got the woodlands transferred
to the Park Service. The small
cleared areas are extant and can
be seen near the intersection of
Sherman Drive and Ord and
Weitzel Drives.

Members of the Arlington His-
torical Society again in the 1990s
vigorously protested transferring
the land to the Army for graves
and for two Congressional sessions
succeeded in having the insertion
removed from the bill. On the third
time around a meeting of all con-

cerned was held at the cemetery
with Northern Virginia Represen-
tative Jim Moran (D) and staff
members from [Republican] Vir-
ginia Senator [John] Warner’s of-
fice in attendance.

After intense and at times
heated discussion, it was decided
by the group that half of the 24
acres of woodlands closest to the
mansion would be retained by the
Park Service and the rest trans-
ferred as desired by the Superin-
tendent. Historical Society mem-
bers unhappily swallowed hard
but did not overtly object, feeling
that half a loaf was better than no
loaf at all. The provision in the bill
also authorized the transfer of
land outside the Cemetery in Ar-
lington County at the Navy Annex
on Columbia Pike to the Army for
Cemetery Expansion.

Society members had vigorously
objected to the transfer of the
woodlands on the grounds that the
estate should be retained un-

spoiled. At least some of the Custis-
Lee Estate should be retained un-
spoiled as a compliment to the
mansion as has been done for nu-
merous other historical homesteads
such as Mount Vernon, Monticello,
Hyde Park and Jackson’s Hermit-
age in Nashville, Tenn.

All of the 1,200 acre Custis es-
tate, except for the 24 acres in
Section 29, had long before been
taken for Fort Whipple (renamed
Fort Myer in 1881) during the Civil
War. Arlington Cemetery had been
designated as a national military
cemetery after burial of war dead
had commenced at the end of the
Civil War.

Hopefully this information will
help Connection readers to better
understand the background of
land transfers to enlarge Arlington
Cemetery.

Sherman Pratt, Lt. Col.
U.S. Army (Ret.)

Arlington, Va.
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E-mail: biotechprogram@georgetown.edu
Website: http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

BIOTECHNOLOGY
One year program with rolling admission

Spring 2009 deadline is Dec. 1, 2008

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

Favola’s largest contributor is Lucy Denny, a long-
time Arlington activist who has contributed $750 to
Favola’s reelection campaign thus far. Favola has also
received $200 from Nina Janopaul, the executive
director of non-profit homebuilding organization the
Arlington Partnership for Affordable Housing, or
APAH.

Fundraising information about the race for two
seats on the Arlington School Board was also released
last week. Incumbent School Board Member Libby

Favola Ahead In Fundraising
From Page 4

Election 2008

Garvey raised $27,936 in July and August, despite
having all but guaranteed her reelection by winning
the endorsement of the Arlington Democratic Party
in May’s School Board Caucus.

Garvey’s running mate, former school administra-
tor Emma Violand-Sanchez also won the endorse-
ment of local Democrats in the May caucus. In July
and August, she raised $620 to go along with the
more than $39,000 she raised prior to July. Both can-
didates are running unopposed.

-David Schultz
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Crime

The following reports come from the
Arlington police department. For the most
up-to-date crime reports, visit
www.Co.Arlington.Va.Us/police and click
on daily crime report.

MALICIOUS WOUNDING-AR-
REST, 600 block of N. Glebe Road. On
Sept. 13 at 2:30 p.m., a man and woman
had a disagreement in a parking garage.
A group of people walking through the
garage witnessed the fight. When the
witnesses attempted to assist the fe-
male, the man pulled out a knife and
threatened them with it. When the fe-
male victim stepped between the two
parties, the suspect cut her superficially
with the knife. The witnesses then de-
tained the suspect until police arrived.
Benjamin Elliott, 29, of Washington
D.C., was charged with malicious
wounding and attempted malicious
wounding. He was held no bond.

MALICIOUS WOUNDING, 1300
block of N Danville St. On Sept. 11 at
11:30 a.m., a woman and her elderly
mother got into an argument. When the
mother’s caretaker intervened, the
daughter cut the caretaker with a pair of
scissors. The caretaker was not seriously
injured, and the suspect was taken in for
a mental evaluation.

MALICIOUS WOUNDING, 1500
block of N. Quinn St. At 11 p.m. on Sept.
14, a subject approached a woman from
behind while she was walking. He
stabbed her in the left arm with an un-
known object and fled the scene. The
suspect is described as a white Hispanic
male, 18-22 years old, medium build,
about 180 pounds. He was last seen
wearing a blue hooded sweatshirt, and
long pants.

Open  9-6 7 Days

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, VA
CravensNursery.com
2 miles west of I-495
on Rt. 50(Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025

patios, walls
walkways
    paver driveways

and so much more.

25% OFF
ALL TREES
SHRUBS
& PERENNIALS

Fountains, Benches,
Statuary, Hosts, Herbs,

Annuals, Roses, Orchids,
Bonsai

Hardwood Mulch
3 cu. ft. ...$2.99

FREE BUTTERFLY BUSHES
BUY 1, GET 3 FREELANDSCAPE DESIGN

FREE W/MIN PURCHASE

50-75%
OFF ALL POTS

25 Trailer Loads
60% OFF

Plastic &
Concrete Pots

35% OFF
Arborvitae, Yews

Blue Spruce

50% OFF
ALL Baskets

Wicker & More

Pansies
& MumsFree Estimate
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When & Where
The Plastic People of the Universe will be play-

ing IOTA Club and Café in Clarendon on Oct. 2 at
8:30 p.m. Tickets to the show cost $15. For more
information, visit www.iotaclubandcafe.com.

Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

By David Schultz

The Connection

T
he Plastic People of the
Universe, named after a
Frank Zappa song, were
formed in the former

Czechoslovakia in 1968 during the
Soviet Union’s brutal crackdown on
the Prague Spring pro-democracy
movement. Heavily influenced by
such groups as the Velvet Under-
ground, Pink Floyd and The Doors, the
group played a psychedelic, jazz-in-
fluenced version of rock and roll that
was all the rage at the time.

Only a few years after forming, the
hard-line Communist government of
Czechoslovakia banned The Plastic
People of the Universe from perform-
ing professionally unless they changed

t h e i r
confrontationally
strange style. The
band refused to
give in and went
underground for
the next two de-
cades.

In 1976, nearly
30 people were
arrested at a Plas-
tic People of the
Universe concert
including saxo-
phonist Vratislav
Brabenec and
manager Ivan
Jirous, both of

whom were sentenced to jail. In re-
sponse to these arrests, a group of
Czech artists and intellectuals led by
playwright Vaclav Havel founded the
Charter 77 movement, which later

Photo courtesy Perfect Lines

The Plastic People of the Universe. (Vratislav Brabenec is second from
right.)

Up With Plastic People
Nightlife

This revolutionary Czech rock band
was instrumental in the overthrow of
Communism in the late 80s.

grew into an international human rights or-
ganization.

Brabenec and Jirous were eventually re-
leased, but the Plastic People of the Uni-
verse disbanded in 1988. Brabenec had fled
to Canada six years earlier after being re-
peatedly interrogated and beaten by the
Czech secret police.

In the late 1980s, with Communism col-
lapsing across Eastern Europe, Havel led
what came to be called the Velvet Revolu-
tion. For several weeks, the Charter 77
movement led daily rallies in Prague’s
Wencelas Square until, on Dec. 29, 1989,
the Communist re-
gime fell and Havel
was named
Czechoslovakia’s
first democratic
President.

Since then, the
Plastic People of
the Universe have
reunited and are now touring the United
States. Brabenec spoke about why his group
reunited and what the American rock bands
of the 1960s meant to him.
What prompted your band to
reunite? Why did you guys get back
together?

The reunion of the band was in 1997. We
played in the Prague Castle on the occa-
sion of the 20th anniversary of Charter 77.
We were invited by our friend and the Czech
President Vaclav Havel.
What was that like when you
started playing shows again?

We rediscovered that it could be fun
again. It was something that was very fun
for us to continue what we lost in the 80s
when I left Czechoslovakia. They continued
but without playing concerts.
Playing shows now, does that have
the same feeling as back then in

the 60s and
70s?

A little bit. But
I can say that
some things are
better than they
were. Musically,
a lot of things are

better than in the old times.
Have you ever played in the Wash-
ington, D.C. [area] before?

We were there two times. It was in 1999
and we were there also last year in Sep-
tember.
Do you remember the first time
you heard the Velvet Underground?
What did you think?

It was in the late 60s, ’67 I think. I re-
member feeling about it the way I felt about
all American pop culture. It wasn’t just the
music, it was the paintings of the group as
well and the poetry. For me, that was most
important.
Was it difficult to find these al-
bums because they were banned in
your country?

It was sometimes difficult. Some people
would smuggle them in from the West. It
was possible to go abroad [then].
Why was rock music so important
to the revolutions in Czechoslova-
kia – the Velvet Revolution [in
1989] and the Prague Spring [in
the late 60s]?

Well, I have to admit, at the time of the
Prague Spring I was terrified. I didn’t think
they’d be able to create something like a
“Socialism with a human face.” It’s sounds
to me very funny still. Socialism with a hu-
man face is absolute nonsense. They are
beasts. They don’t have any human face.

I guess [the music] was a refreshing mo-
ment. Of course, don’t forget about the po-
etry and everything together. For me, espe-
cially in the 60s, it was a very, very impor-
tant moment in my life for my intellectual
development and my philosophy.
You mentioned that you are friends
with Vaclav Havel, the former
president of your country. How did

“We
rediscovered
that it could
be fun
again.”

— Vratislav
Brabenec, Plastic

People of the
Universe

you meet him?
I met him the first time after I signed the

Charter 77. He supported us whenever pos-
sible.
Back then, did you think it was
possible that he could become the
president of Czechoslovakia?

No, no, no. I didn’t dream like that. But it
happened. Of course, he was very impor-
tant in the whole Charter 77 movement. He
united the small circle of artists and intel-
lectuals with the other side, which was the
Slovak underground. Thanks to Havel, the
groups that were separated pulled back to-
gether.
How do you feel about the new
play by Tom Stoppard, “Rock And
Roll” [which is based on the Czech
revolutions of the 1960s and the
1980s]?

When it played at the Prague National
Theater, before the performance started, we
had 20 minutes of our music. I like it. It’s
surprisingly still running and most of the
time it’s sold out. It can fill a big theater.
It’s a good play. I was concerned that it
would be emotional because [it depicts] the
events of Prague Spring. But it is set after
the Prague Spring and I can say that there
is some kind of humor in his play.

 A recent photo of The Plastic People of the Universe.
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The Best in Senior Living

703-243-4300
Call Today

• Rents Starting at $950
• All Utilities Included
• And Just Two Blocks from Ballston Metro
• Frost-Free Refrigerator
• Underground Garage Parking
• Spacious Kitchens and Bathrooms
• Wellness Programs
• Full-Time Social Services Coordinator
• Prices are Subject to Change

4300 N. Carlin Springs Road, Arlington, VA 22203

Offering
Starting at 55 years

THE CARLIN

Artwork by Teresa Oaxaca are on display at Rosslyn Spec-
trum. She was a 2005 gradute of H-B Woodlawn.

Know of something missing from our
community entertainment Calendar? Send
it to The Arlington Connection, e-mail it
to arlington@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is 2 p.m. the Thursday before
publication. Call Rebecca Halik at 703-
917-6407 with any questions. Photos are
welcome.

ART LISTING:
 See “Art at the Library” at Central

Library, 1015 N. Quincy St., through
Sept. 30. Art by Noah Williams,
George Van Dyke and Sherrill Anne
Gross. Free. 703-228-5996.

See sculptures by Elissa Savos
through Sept. 29 at Lee Arts
Center, 5722 Lee Highway. Free.
www.arlingtonarts.org/leearts.htm
for more.

The Arlington Artists Alliance “Fall
Colors Art Show” will be at the
Gallery at Convergence, 1801 N.
Quaker Lane from Oct. 1 through
Dec. 1. Free. Visit
www.arlingtonartistsalliance.com for
more.

Paintings and drawings of Teresa
Oaxaca will be on display at the
Rosslyn Spectrum Theater, 1611 N.
Kent St. through Sept. 30. Oaxaca,
a 2005 graduate of H-B Woodlawn in
Arlington, is a classically-trained
realist painter who studied in Italy
and Norway under living masters
utilizing the atelier method of the
Renaissance.

See “Picturing Politics” through
Sept. 27 at Arlington Arts Center,
3550 Wilson Blvd. Features work by
Rick Reinhard and more. Free. Visit
arlingtonartscenter.org or 703-248-
6800.

See an exhibition of fine art books
from Oct. 2 through Oct. 29 at
Lee Arts Center, 5722 Lee Highway.
Free. Visit www.arlingtonarts./
leearts.htm or 703-228-0560.

See “Uncommon Beauty” at the
Ellipse Arts Center, 4350 Fairfax
Drive. See photo and video based
works that explore feminine beauty.
Free. Visit www.arlingtonarts.org or
703-228-7710.

See the Fall Solos 2008 from Oct. 7
through Nov. 29 at Arlington Arts
Center, 3550 Wilson Blvd. Art by
Katie Creyts, Lily Cox-Richard and
more. Free. Visit
www.arlingtonartscenter.org or 703-
248-6800.

OTHER ITEMS
 The Columbia Pike Community

Chorus is welcoming new and
returning singers for their Dec. 14
presentation of “Messiah.” All are
welcome; no auditions are required.
Rehearsals are Mondays from 7-9
p.m. starting Oct. 6 at Trinity
Episcopal Church, 2217 Columbia
Pike. For more information, contact
Barbara Stefan at 703-920-7077 or
musicmin@tecarl.org.

ONGOING:
 There will be a Crystal Market and

accompanying music series which
begins 11:30 a.m. at 2200 Crystal
Drive, Arlington. Crystal Market,
sponsored by the Crystal City BID
(CCBID), will run 11:30 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays through Oct. 25.

The Arlington Farmers’ Market
takes place on Saturdays from 9 a.m.-
noon year round. Located at the
intersection of N. Courthouse Road
and N. 14th Street. Visit
www.arlingtonfarmersmarket.com for
more on the market and vendors.

The Columbia Pike Farmers Market
is located in Pike Park, corner of S.
Walter Reed Drive and Columbia
Pike. Open Sundays through
November from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Free.

Weekly Farmers Markets at
Ballston’s Welburn Square, between
N. Stuart & N. Taylor Streets across
from the Ballston Metro station. The
markets will operate every Friday
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. through Oct.
17, except for July 4. For directions
and further information, visit
www.ballstonfarmersmarket.blogspot.com
or call 703-528-3527.

HURSDAY/SEPT. 25
 Book Discussion. 10:30 a.m. at

Central Library, 1015 N. Quincy St.
Discuss “Golden Notebook” by Doris
Lessing. Free. 703-228-7689.

Author Event. 1 p.m. at Cherrydale
Library, 2190 N. Military Road. Tim
Wendel will discuss “Red Rain.” Free.
703-228-6321.

Author Talk. 7 p.m. at Shirlington
Library, 4200 Campbell Ave. Lonnae
O’Neal will discuss her book “I Am
Every Woman.” Free. 703-228-0322.

Music Production Class. 4 p.m. at
Thomas Jefferson Community Center,
3501 S. 2nd St. Teens can learn about
the process of making music. Free.
703-228-7783.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 26
 Stop in for Stories. 10 a.m. or 11

a.m. at Central Youth Services, 1015
N. Quincy St. All ages can stop in for
crafts, songs, stories and more. Free.
703-228-5946.

Apple Campfire. 7 p.m. at Long
Branch Nature Center, 625 S. Carlin
Springs Road. Families can enjoy
campfire activities, treats, animal
guests and more. $3/person.
Registration required, 703-228-6535.

Closing Party. 6:30 p.m. at Arlington
Arts Center, 3550 Wilson Blvd. Enjoy
a talk on “Picturing Politics 2008.”

Free. 703-248-6800.

SATURDAY/ SEPT. 27
 Potomac River Cleanup will be

taking place from 10 a.m. to noon. If
you want to participate meet at N.
Glebe Road and Chain Bridge under
the GW Parkway. For more
information visit
www.arlingtonenvironment.com

Arlington Kids Stuff Sale. 8 a.m.-
noon at St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church, 4000 Lorcom Lane. Browse
through clothes, toys, books and
more. Visit kidsstuffsale.com for
more. Free.

Dance Performance. Arlington based
Jane Franklin Dance will perform
“Elected” at 8 p.m. at Woolly
Mammoth Theatre Company, 641 D.
St., N.W., Washington, D.C. $20-$30/
person. Visit www.janefranklin.com
or 703-933-1111 for tickets.

Birds, Blooms and Bugs at
Soldier’s Delight. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at
Lubber Run Center, 300 N. Park
Drive. Everyone ages 16 and up can
tour trails while searching for plants,
animals and more. Registration
required, 703-228-6535. $20/person.

Virginia Grows on You. 8 a.m. at
Courthouse Market. Features hands-
on actitivies and more. Free. 703-228-
6400.

Teen Fishing Trip. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
teens age 11-15 can fish or hunt for
fossils at Purse State Park. Meet at
Lubber Run Center, 300 N. Park
Drive. $15/person. Registration
required, 703-228-6535.

Hispanic Heritage Story Time. 10
a.m. at Central Library, 1015 N.
Quincy St. All ages can enjoy stories
with Hispanic themes. Free. 703-228-
5946.

Nature Close-Up. 10:30 a.m.-noon at
Long Branch Nature Center, 625 S.
Carlin Springs Road. Children ages
10-14 can learn how to take
photographs of animals, plants and
more. $1/person. Registration
required, 703-228-6535.

Calendar

★    Save the Date    ★
Navy Marine Coast Guard Residence Foundation

is pleased to announce that

Vinson Hall Retirement Community

★           is partnering with           ★
The McLean Orchestra for

★        An Evening Under the Stars        ★
with Dancing, Champagne, and Confections

Date: October 1, 2008    Time: 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Place: Backlawn Vinson Hall (tented event)

6251 Old Dominion Drive, McLean, VA 22101
Proceeds to benefit NMCGRF and The McLean Orchestra

Sponsorships Available Tickets $125 per guest Valet Parking Black Tie Optional
For more information or tickets - please contact NMCGRF at 703-538-2318.
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Author Event. 3 p.m. at Central
Library, 1015 N. Quincy St. Kate
Braestrup will discuss her memoir
“Here If You Need Me.” Free. 703-
228-6321.

Butterfly Safari. 3:30 p.m. at Long
Branch Nature Center, 625 S. Carlin
Springs Road. Families with children
ages 5 and up can catch and release
butterflies for observation. $2/person.
Registration required, 703-228-6535.

Spider Campfire. 5:30 p.m. at Long
Branch Nature Center, 625 S. Carlin
Springs Road. Families can enjoy
campfire activities, treats, guests and
more. $3/person. Registration
required, 703-228-6535.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 28
 Vegetable Demonstration. 2-4 p.m.

at Potomac Overlook Regional Park,
2845 Marcey Road. Taste samples,
learn techniques and more. Free. 703-
228-6400.

Dash for Dad. 8 a.m. at AMC Hoffman
Center, 206 Swamp Fox Road. Run a
10k to support ZERO’s mission to end
prostate cancer. Visit
www.dashfordad.org to register.

Dance Performance. Arlington based
Jane Franklin Dance will perform
“Elected” at 8 p.m. at Woolly
Mammoth Theatre Company, 641 D.
St., N.W., Washington, D.C. $20-$30/
person. Visit www.janefranklin.com
or 703-933-1111 for tickets.

Lecture. 3 p.m. at Shirlington Library,
4200 Campbell Ave. Photographer
Mario Quiroz will discuss his
exhibition. On display through Oct.
31. Free. 703-228-0322 for more
information.

Hispanic Heritage Story Time.
Teatro de la Luna presents “Hansel
and Gretel” at 3:30 p.m. at Central
Library, 1015 N. Quincy St. Free. 703-
228-7713.

MONDAY/ SEPT. 29
 ACE Volunteer Overview will be

taking place at Arlington Central
Library located at 1015 N. Quincy
Street from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.. The
Arlingtonians for a Clean
Environment will be presenting
information about getting involved in
different activities including leading
service projects, board committee,
newsletter writing, reusable bag
campaign, and green outreach. For
more information visit
www.arlingtonenvironment.org.

Drop-in Story Time. 4 p.m. at
Shirlington Library, 4200 Campbell
Ave. All ages can listen to stories.
Free. 703-228-0322.

Music Production Class. 4 p.m. at
Thomas Jefferson Community Center,
3501 S. 2nd St. Teens can learn about
the process of making music. Free.
703-228-7783.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 1
 Book Launching. 6 p.m. at Barnes and

Noble Clarendon, 2800 Clarendon
Blvd. Michael Sullivan will debut his
novel “The Crown Conspiracy.” Free.
703-248-8244.

Adult Bird Walk. 8:30-11 a.m. at Long
Branch Nature Center, 625 S. Carlin
Springs Road. Search for migratory
birds. Free. 703-228-6535.

Arlington Farmer. 3 p.m. at Fort C.F.
Smith Park, 2411 N. 24th St. Children
ages 7-11 can learn how crops were
harvested and equipment used. $5/
child. Registration required, 703-243-
4342.

It Came from the Sky! 3:30 p.m. at
Long Branch Nature Center, 625 S.
Carlin Springs Road. Children ages 6-
10 can learn about meteors. Free.
Registration required, 703-228-6535.

Wild Ones: Antlers and Horns. 3:30

p.m. at Gulf Branch Nature Center,
3608 N. Military Road. Children ages
6-10 can learn about the headgear
these animals wore. $3/person.
Registration required, 703-228-3403.

Stars of Fall. 7 p.m. at Fort C.F. Smith
Park, 2411 N. 24th St. Families with
children ages 7 and up can star gaze
on a clear night. $2/person.
Registration required, 703-228-3403.

THURSDAY/OCT. 2
 Music Production Class. 4 p.m. at

Thomas Jefferson Community Center,
3501 S. 2nd St. Teens can learn about
the process of making music. Free.
703-228-7783.

Opening Reception. 5:30-9 p.m. at
the Ellipse Arts Center, 4350 Fairfax
Drive. See photo and video based
works that explore feminine beauty.
Free. Visit www.arlingtonarts.org or
703-228-7710.

Reader’s Theater. 4 p.m. at Central
Library, 1015 N. Quincy St. Children
will put on “The Elephant’s Child.”
Free. 703-228-7680.

Banned Book Movie Screening.
6:30 p.m. at Central Library, 1015 N.
Quincy St. Watch “The Witches.” Free.
Open to middle and high school
students. 703-228-5946 for more
information.

FRIDAY/OCT. 3
 Hispanic Heritage Story Time. 10

a.m. at Central Library, 1015 N.
Quincy St. Listen to Hispanic-themed
books, songs and fingerplays. Free.
703-228-5946.

All Aboard! Miniature Trains. 1
p.m. at Aurora Hills, 735 S. 18th St.
Fred Gatchell will talk about
miniature railroading as a hobby.
Free. Registration required, 703-228-
5722.

(703) 920-7789

M-Th: 11 AM - 1 AM
F & Sat: 11 AM - 2 AM
Sun: 11 PM - Midnight

Mom’sPizza

Serving Greek & Italian Cuisine
Lunch & Dinner

On/Off ABC
License

(Lunch & Dinner only)

$1295

Dine-in Only. Expires 10/31/08

$3 OFF
2 Greek Salads
w/2 Pita Bread

Any Large Pizza w/
2 or More Toppings

Dine-in Only. Expires10/31/08

Restaurant

Appetizers • Calzones
Salads • Pizza • Gyros

Delivery Available
M-Th: 11 AM - 12:30 AM
F & Sat: 11 AM - 1:30 AM
Sun: 11 PM - 11:30 PM

Daily Specials
Homemade Soup

www.momspizzaarlington.com

3255 Columbia Pike,
Arlington, VA

Mom’s
�

�

The
art of
being
wise
is the
art of
know-
ing
what to
over-
look.

—William
James
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11th Annual11th Annual Rain or ShineRain or Shine

CLA
RENDON DAYCLA
RENDON DAY

Sat
urday September 27•12-7 p.m.Sat
urday September 27•12-7 p.m.Free Admission

ARLINGTON’S BIGGEST PARTYARLINGTON’S BIGGEST PARTY
Food•Fun•Music•Art•Cool Goods•Skateboard Demos•Camp ClarendonFood•Fun•Music•Art•Cool Goods•Skateboard Demos•Camp Clarendon

CAMP CLARENDON
Bungee Jump
Moonbounces
Jungle Climb
Train
Seaworthy Small Ships
Ice Cream &
Burrito Eating Contest

CAMP CLARENDON
Bungee Jump
Moonbounces
Jungle Climb
Train
Seaworthy Small Ships
Ice Cream &
Burrito Eating Contest

THE
WORLD-FAMOUS
GEORGETOWN
FLEA MARKET

THE
WORLD-FAMOUS
GEORGETOWN
FLEA MARKET

Headliner Sponsors Presented ByHeadliner Sponsors Presented By
IOTA Club and Café presents
The Old Ceremony

Sponsorship as of 9-15-08

The Bush Companies and Andrew Viola, Bean Kinney & Korman
Comcast, General Motors, Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley, Emrich & Walsh, PC

8 BLOCKS OF FUN @ THE CLARENDON METRO STATION (Orange Line)
WALK, RIDE YOUR BIKE OR TAKE METRO

IF YOU HAVE TO DRIVE, DIRECTIONS AT WWW.CLARENDON.ORG•703-812-8881

8 BLOCKS OF FUN @ THE CLARENDON METRO STATION (Orange Line)
WALK, RIDE YOUR BIKE OR TAKE METRO

IF YOU HAVE TO DRIVE, DIRECTIONS AT WWW.CLARENDON.ORG•703-812-8881

by Brad Hathaway

The Connection

T
he new show of The American
Century Theater certainly dem-
onstrates one thing beyond a
shadow of a doubt … Ira Levin

sure did know how to tell a great tale.
This shouldn’t come as too much of a sur-

prise. He was, after all, the author of such
engrossing yarns as “Rosemary’s Baby,” “The
Stepford Wives” and “A Kiss Before Dying.”
But few have heard of the play he wrote
which had a very brief run on Broadway in
1967 which is now getting a revival play-
ing at Theatre II in the Gunston Arts Cen-
ter.

“Dr. Cook’s Gar-
den” is simply a
whale of a tale. The
doctor in the title has
been Greenfield,
Vermont’s only doc-
tor for decades, and
as the play begins, is
being visited by a
young man who has been his protégé and
is just about to enter the practice of medi-
cine himself. Will he choose to emulate his
mentor and join him in the small town of
his youth or head for the big city to prac-
tice?

Where and When
“Dr. Cook’s Garden” plays through Oct. 4 at The-

atre II in the Gunston Arts Center, 2700 South Lang
St. Performances are Wednesday – Saturday eve-
nings at 8: p.m. and Saturday and Sunday at 2:30
p.m. Tickets are $25 - $32. Call 703-998-4555 or
log on to www.americancentury.org.

American Century Unearths Interesting Play
Theater

In Ira Levin’s mind, this isn’t the story, it
is the set up for the story. He’s not inter-
ested in the mentor/protégé relationship for
its own sake, although he creates interest-
ing if predictable characters for both parts.
The old doctor is reminiscent of the nice
seniors played by Robert Young or Dick Van
Dyke on old television re-runs and the
younger one might just as well have been
played by Richard Chamberlain in his “Doc-
tor Kildare” days.

Levin’s play is really a mystery story with
horror attributes which plays out as the
young doctor discovers some troubling as-
pects of the older doctor’s practice. He pre-
sents the story in a three act structure all
occurring in the old doctor’s office over one

Friday afternoon in
1966.

The first act lays
out the background
of the situation, in-
troducing the char-
acters and explain-
ing their relation-
ship. The second

introduces the troubling reality of the
doctor’s practice and its impact on the small
town he serves. Levin takes the story into
the realm of horror thriller in the third act.

If this sounds like the theatrical equiva-
lent of a good beach book, that is because

it is exactly that. Of
course, with a good es-
capist novel you really
only need to devote
half of your attention
to the story while you
remain aware of the
sun on your skin, the
wind in your hair and
the cold drink to make
your vacation day a
pleasure. At Gunston’s
Theatre II you can’t get
a tan and you can’t
smell the suntan lotion
but you can still follow
the plot with ease and
enjoy the obvious
skills of the author.

Director Ellen
Dempsey makes it
easy by avoiding any distractions in the play.
The actors all deliver their lines with clar-
ity and the pace never gets too frantic. The
final confrontation suffers a bit from this
sense of restraint but, overall, it makes the
evening an absorbing one.

David Schmidt and JB Bissex make their
debuts with this theater as the two medical
men at the center of the story. They give
energetic, enthusiastic performances. Rob-
ert Lavery adds a small town Vermont feel

to the proceedings as the gardener who
tends the garden visible through Trena
Weiss-Null’s set. Kathryn Cocroft and Carol
McCaffrey keep the production from being
an all-male event, but neither of their roles
are really central to the story.

It is that story, and its steady revelation
of ever deeper oddities and disturbing clues,
that is the purpose of the play and the pro-
duction stays on track to provide the plea-
sure a thriller promises.

David Shmidt as Dr. Cook and JB Bissex as his
young protege.

DAILY 9 - 9 • ADMISSION $8.00 M-F or $11.00 SAT/SUN & Oct. 13 • WEEKDAY GROUP TOURS • SEASON PASSES AVAILABLE

(703) 323-1188

9401 Burke Road
Burke, VA 22015

For More Information Call:

www.pumpkinplayground.com

SPECIAL EVENTS
SAT - SUN 10–5

DAILY 9AM–9PM

GIGANTIC
SELECTION OF

NATIVE AMERICAN STORY TELLER
INFLATABLE FUN CENTERS

FACE PAINTING
Additional Fees for these Events:

WOBBLE WAGON $2
 MOON BOUNCE $2

 PONY RIDES $5

PUMPKINS • CORN STALKS
CIDER • JAMS & JELLIES

APPLES • HALLOWEEN DECORATIONS
CABBAGE & KALE • WINTER PANSIES

CHRYSANTHEMUMS

SPOOKY HAY RIDES • MONEY
MOUNTAIN MINERS MOUNTAIN SLIDE
WIZARD OF OZ SLIDE W/ADDITIONAL

SLIDE • MINI CAROUSEL
WESTERN TOWN • GRAVE YARD
AIRPLANE • MERRY-GO-ROUNDS

 INDIAN TEE-PEE • TUMBLING TUBES
PHONE TUBES • GHOST TUNNEL
SLIDE PUMPKIN FORT • FARM

ANIMALS • MECHANICAL RIDES
PIRATE SHIP AND PIRATES CAMP
GHOST TRAIN • SPOOKY CASTLE

FIRETRUCK• MONSTER TRUCK SLIDE

FALL FESTIVAL
& Pumpkin Playground

Fall is a great time to plant. Visit
our Nursery for trees, shrubs and
all your garden needs!

Featuring

Presents Our 14th Annual

MARY APONTE
Cherokee

Story Teller
Weekdays

October 2
thru October 31
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THURSDAY/SEPT. 25
Travel Talk. Expert travelers and

photographers Sandy and Gail Cohen
will present a travelogue on non-
urban Australia and the Great Barrier
Reef, 10:15 a.m., Walter Reed Senior
Center, 2909 S. 16th St., Arlington.
No fee; newcomers welcome. For
more information, 703-228-0955.

Animal. Arlington County park
naturalist Rachel Tolman will discuss
Animals of the Antarctica, 11 a.m.,
Culpepper Garden Senior Center,
4435 N. Pershing Drive, Arlington.
No fee; newcomers welcome. Early
registration required by calling, 703-
228-4403.

Games. Introductory Sudoku mental
exercise class 1 p.m., Lee Senior
Center, 5722 Lee Highway,
Arlington. Two hour class helps
improve brain function and cognitive
abilities. No fee. Call to register, 703-
228-0555.

Dancing. Intermediate line dancing
classes for adults (55+), 11 a.m.,
Thomas Jefferson Community Center,
3501 S. 2nd St., Arlington. Cost is
$3.50 per class; drop-in. For
information, call 703-228-4745.

Travel Video. Travel video of Wildest
Antarctica, 1 p.m., Culpepper Garden
Senior Center, 4435 N. Pershing
Drive, Arlington. No fee; newcomers
welcome. Call for details, 703-228-
4403.

Health Talk. Representatives from
Capital Hospice are presenting
informative discussions about
dementia plus an overview of hospice
and palliative care, 11 a.m., Lee
Senior Center, 5722 Lee Highway,
Arlington. No fee; newcomers
welcome. Call to register, 703-228-
0955 (l-B), 703-228-0555 (Lee).

Tour and Lunch. The Pope John Paul
II Cultural Center, D.C., is on the

agenda for seniors (55+). Tour plus
box lunch. Cost is $16. Call Arlington
Senior Adult travel, 703-228-4749.
Registration required.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 26
Trip. The Johns Hopkins University

Evergreen Museum and Library,
Baltimore, Md., is on the agenda for
Arlington seniors (55+). Cost is $35,
includes Afternoon Tea. Call
Arlington Senior Adult Travel, 703-
228-4749. Registration required.

History of Africa. Local historian Les
Albers will present a multi-media
seminar on the land, sea and air
campaigns in Africa from 1935-1945,
1 p.m., Aurora Hills Senior Center,
735 S. 18th St., Arlington. No fee. Call
to register, 703-228-5722.

Walkers. The Lee Walkers, Lee Senior
Center, 5722 Lee Highway, will walk
in Gulf Branch Nature Center, 10
a.m. Cost is $2; newcomers welcome.
Call to register, 703-228-0555.

Art Class. Nilo Santiago, artist,
designer and illustrator, will teach
the basics of drawing to adults
(55+), 10 a.m., Aurora Hills Senior
Center, 735 S. 18th St., Arlington. No
fee; newcomers welcome. Call to
register, 703-228-5722.

Music Group. The music appreciation
group at Culpepper Garden Senior
Center, 4435 N. Pershing Drive, will
meet 1 p.m., to discuss 19th century
Austrian composer, Anton Bruckner.
No fee; newcomers welcome. Call for
details, 703-228-4403.

Fast Walkers. Aurora Hills Senior
Center’s fast paced walking group,
The Fast Forwards, will meet 9 a.m.,
735 S. 18th St., Arlington. No fee;
newcomers welcome. Call for details,
703-228-5722.

Computer class. Cyberseniors/
Cyberteens is a computer training

program with teens assisting adults
(55+) with computer training. Learn
more, 10 a.m. – noon, Lee Senior
Center, 5722 Lee Highway,
Arlington. Five different courses
offered; cost is $20 for each course
textbook. For more information, call
703-228-6425.

MONDAY/SEPT. 29
Lecture. Claire Christian, Antarctica

and Southern Ocean Coalition
(ASOC), will discuss Antarctic
environmental issues, 11 a.m.,
Culpepper Garden Senior Center,
4435 N. Pershing Drive, Arlington.
Free. Early registration, 703-228-
4403.

Culture Talk. Share experiences with
native South Americans, including
traditional dances, 10:30 a.m.,
Langston-Brown Senior Center, 2121
N. Culpeper St., Arlington. No fee;
newcomers welcome. Call to register,
703-228-5321.

Language. English as a Second
Language (ESL) classes for adults
55+, taught by linguist Dr. Merton
Bland, and Thursday, Oct. 2, 11 a.m.,
Langston-Brown Senior Center, 2121
N. Culpeper St., Arlington. Free. Call
for more information, 703-228-5321.

Games. Scrabble games for adults 55+,
10 a.m., Aurora Hills Senior Center,
735 S. 18th St., and Friday, Oct. 3,
10:15 a.m., Walter Reed Senior
Center, 2909 S. 16th St., Arlington.
Free. Call for details, 703-228-5722
(AH), 703-228-0955 (WR).

Strength Training. Senior strength
training classes for adults 55+, to
improve muscular strength, preserve
and more. Also on Wednesday, Oct.
1, Friday, Oct. 3, 9 a.m., Thomas
Jefferson Community Center. Drop-
in; $56 for 16 sessions. Details, 703-
228-4745.

Senior Living

For an Open House Listing Form,
call Deb Funk at 703-518-4631 or e-mail

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 p.m.

*Call agent to confirm date & time

22209
1600 Oak St N #126 $639,900 Sun 1-4pm John Edelmann Coldwell Banker 202-333-6100

22207
2235 N Upton Street $1,499,000 Sun 1-4pm Christine Rich Long & Foster 703-362-7764
2221 N Pollard St $789,900 Sun 1-4pm Kevin Love Re/Max Allegiance 703-807-1986
3512 N Dinwiddie St $1,598,275 Sun 1-4pm Kevin Love Re/Max Allegiance 703-807-1986
2217 N Quincy St $749,000 Sun 1-4pm Ingrid Wooten Long & Foster 703-309-0411
3312 21st Ave N $1,150,000 Sun 1-4pm Christine Vanderhyde Long & Foster 703-284-9200
2840 Lorcom Ln $980,000 Sun 1-4pm Linda Reed W G Buck 703-528-2288
2420 Lincoln St $769,000 Sun 1-4pm Susan Joy Long & Foster 703-284-9215
3424 Dickerson St N $1,297,500 Sun 1-4pm Margaret Byrne Keller Williams 703-224-6000

2100 Taylor St N $1,050,000 Sun 1-4pm Megan McMorrow Long & Foster 703-522-0500

22206
3006 Columbus St S #A2 $385,000 Sun 1-4pm Robert Allen Long & Foster 703-824-7601
4860 28th St S #304 $260,000 Sun 1-4pm Kelley Lund Weichert 703-726-3909

22205
1520 N. Kenilworth St. $635,000 Sun 1-4pm Betsy Twigg Long & Foster 703-967-4391
948 Patrick Henry Dr. $619,000 Sun 1-4pm. Betsy Twigg Long & Foster 703-967-4391
2136 N Hollister St $900,000s Sun 1-4pm Colin Middleton Long & Foster 703-201-8712

1917 Roosevelt St N $748,500 Sun 1-4pm Diane Murphy DGM Properties 703-684-7297

22204
3625 1st Rd S $449,777 Sun 1-4pm Beverley Tull Re/Max Allegiance 703-250-8500
5300 Columbia Pike #208 $324,900 Sun 1-4pm Susan Shepard-Siple Keller Williams 703-224-6000
2026 Randolph St S $489,000 Sun 1-4pm Sheri Young Weichert 703-893-1500

22203
770 Vermont St #1 $599,900 Sun 1-4pm David Lloyd Weichert 703-593-3204
851 Glebe Rd N #304 $528,900 Sun 1-4pm David Harbour Re/Max Premier 571-333-9299

22202
1017 18th St S $640,000 Sun 1-4pm Margaret Wiegenstein Re/Max Preferred 703-255-9700

22201
3225 N Pershing Drive $1,899,000 Sun 1-4pm Christine Rich Long & Foster 703-362-7764

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

OPEN HOUSES
SAT/SUN SEPT 27 & 28

3512 N Dinwiddie St (see details below)

Now!
1,000s
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and
more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Photo
Galleries

www.connectionnewspapers.com

Build Your
Community

Support Your
Local Businesses.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

ANALYST
PA Consulting Group, Inc. seeks Analyst 

for Arlington, VA office.  Utilize 
knowledge of Chinese tourism industry, 

perform budgetary analysis & sector 
research.  Requires a BA in Tourism, 

Travel Mgmt. or related field.  Resumes 
to Christina Kraft, 4601 N Fairfax Ave., 

Ste. 600, Arlington, VA 22203.

AAUUTTOO  RREEPPAAIIRR

General Service Technician
2 years experience

Competitive Pay and Benefits
Call Wayne at 703-971-4111

CASHIERS WANTED

Franconia Sunoco
Competitive Pay and Benefits
Call Wayne at 703-971-4111

COMPANION CARE
Part-time to possible full-time.  Flexible 
hours - day, night or live-in: help 
elderly/disabled with basics like transporta-
tion, cooking, cleaning, companionship. 
Not medical.  Medicare & social security 
contribution, employer-assisted benefits, tax 
witholding, bonuses.  CAR REQUIRED. 
VA/DC/MD.  (703) 839-2545, (301) 650-
4169;  www.careforyou.us

DENTAL ASSISTANT
Top perio practice w/offices in 
McLean/Burke needs an outstanding Dental 
Asst. Must be a motivated team player 
w/great people skills and attention to detail. 
X-ray cert, dental and/or perio exper prefer-
red. Will train the right person. Excellent 
benefits w/pay based on exp. FT. 

Fax resume: 703-821-4041 or 
email: info@novaperioimplant.com

EARN PAID TIME OFF!
CNA’s/Companions/Live - Ins 

Needed immediately to  help with  daily 
meals, errands, chores, laundry, etc. 
Flexible schedules - work when you 
want.  Paid training, double time for hol-
idays.    PT/FT.   Call now 703-766-4019.

Upscale salon with the best location in
Centreville seeking creative & professional
staff for the following positions:

❥ Hair Stylists
❥ Hair Braiders

We offer a steady stream of walk-ins, a unique
spacious environment & friendly talented staff.
Applicants must have current cosmetology license.

Call (703) 263-9742 & ask for Spring or
email resume to:

exclusivehairdesigns@yahoo.com
See our website:

www.exclusivehairdesignsva.com

EXCLUSIVE HAIR DESIGNS

FLORAL DESIGNER
Experienced  preferred  for  Full-Time 
position for Florist shop in Mclean. 
Company benefits. Call 703-356-9377

FREE TUITION AND TRAINING
REAL ESTATE CLASSES NOW

FORMING IN VIENNA!
Join our team and receive the best

training, technology and marketing as well as a full 
package of Real Estate services.

We are committed to our agents so you can 
work harder for your clients and produce

more business with higher earnings.
BE YOUR OWN BOSS TODAY!!!

For free information, call
Dave Eaton@(703) 272-2303

FRONT  OFFICE  RECEPTIONIST
Busy Dermatology Practice in McLean has 

P/T  or F/T openings  for  front office.   
Monday thru Friday. Mature   person  with 
experience a plus.  Please fax  resume to 

703-790-1028

GYMNASTICS INSTRUCTORS
Gymnastics instructors needed for 
Herndon, VA gym school.  Full time 
and part time positions available. 
Call Marty or Leah (703) 471-6088.

MARKETING ASSOCIATE
Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads, a 

nationally recognized, faith-based, nonprofit 
Continuing Care Retirement Community, is 
seeking an energetic, motivated Marketing 
Associate to join our dynamic team. Re-

sponsibilities include a variety of marketing 
activities including contributing to a team 

responsible for meeting occupancy goals in 
our existing community and in our new 

building scheduled for completion in 2010. 

The ideal candidate will have excellent 
customer service skills, ability to build rela-
tionships and ability to understand financial 

& insurance information. Proficiency in 
Microsoft Office is a must.  Bachelor’s de-

gree or related experience is required.

Apply online www.goodwinhouse.org, fax: 
703-578-7233 Ph:703-578-7204. EOE

Nannies needed  to start ASAP,
$15-$20/hr, legal, drive. 

703-779-7999
nanniesbynature.com

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

• Extended Care Counselors
$8–15/hr

• Music Co-Teacher
College Degree Required

Send resumes to: resume@nysmith.com
FAX: 703-713-3336
Web: www.nysmith.com

Nysmith School
Preschool - 8th Grade

Hiring for Fall

Open Positions:

Building Operations Manager
Project Accountants

and
Electricians

Seeking Licensed or Non Licensed Electricians with
5-7 years commercial experience to work in the

Maryland, Virginia and DC area.

Qualified candidates should send their resume to
leslie.anderson@mcdean.com. Or call anytime and

leave a message: 571-262-1695

COLLEGE
STUDENTS

& ‘08 H.S. GRADS
SUMMER WORK!

$17.00 Base-Appt, FT/PT,
Sales/Svc, No Exp Nec,

All Ages 17+, Conditions Apply
703-359-7600

REAL ESTATE: Salaried
Local Fairfax RE firm has FT/PT openings 
to join our team of referral counselors. 
Days, nights and weekend shifts.  Strong 
computer skills,   high energy and ability 
to multitask.  NO SELLING! Fax resume 
to  703-934-2674 or  email   resume  to

Janna.Brewster@prudentialcarruthers.com

VETERINARY  ASSISTANT
Small animal hosp.  Great Falls.  Will 
train. 703-757-7570 • www.ourvets.com

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CAD
Train for a career in computer-aided 
design at Westwood College. Call 

800-342-2249 today to receive your free 
Career Success Kit!

www.westwood.edu/locations

CASHIERS WANTED
North Point Sunoco

Competitive Pay and Benefits
Call Manoj at: 
703-435-1200

FRONT DESK RECEPTIONIST
We are seeking a full-time Front Desk 

Receptionist: M-F 9am-5pm. Responsi-
bilities include receptionist activities 

such as routing calls, billing and sched-
uling, collecting resident payments and 
receiving packages. Customer experi-
ence is a must. Excellent verbal and 

written communication skills and 
computer skills required. This is an 
excellent opportunity for a college 
student! To apply, visit our website 

www.goodwinhouse.org, Phone 
703-578-7233.

SNOWPLOW CONTRACTORS
Looking for snowplow contractors with 
equipment to service commercial prop-
erties.  Call 410-421-9557,  9am - 4pm.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Call John Lovaas, 703-917-
6405 or email internship@connection
newspapers.com

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

3 RE for Rent

Arlington-Luxury fully furn 
studio condo avail imm. 

Penthouse view! $1550/mo 
Utils Inc.  close to Penta-

gon, shops rest, etc. many 
amen. Call for rent 

special 301-613-7971 
smithrentals123@

yahoo.com

9 Land

Private Lake Louisa, Lake-
front lot, 250k, 540-967-4396 
Building lot 28k, 540-967-9796 

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

VIENNA: Flea Markt: Books, 
Plants, Bake Sale Sat 9/27 8-1 
R/D 10/4 Emmaus Church 900 
E Maple Ave 703-255-2416

29 Misc. for Sale

Hardwood Artisans Twin 
Loft bed, solid oak w/ upgrade 
English Oak stain (looks great 
with antiques) Solid hardwood 
decking (no slats), allows for 
young children-college age 
and easier to make. 5 step 

ladder allows for small 
children. Perfect condition, 

2 years old, 
retails for $1725 new 

www.hardwoodartisan.com, 
For Sale $600, phone 

703-868-1461

102 Instruction

Grades K-6 
Tutor in your home

Specialist: 
Read/Write

20 yrs exp in N. Va area
703-553-0183

105 Health & Fitness

SENIOR (60+) 
WORKOUTS

Personal trainer will 
work with you 1-on-1 at 
my studio. $45/hour.

Certified; insured; 10 yrs 
experience. Call Mike 

703-356-4006

Spending as much time as I do with my
widowed mother, naturally I fall into her
routine. After all, the visits are not about me,
they’re about her: arrive when expected —
and on time, eat home when she wants, eat
out when she prefers, telephone as per usual
and watch programs on television she can
tolerate. Most often we watch LMN, the
Lifetime Movie Network, a channel available
through her digital cable service from
Comcast.

To say that many of the movies are bad
would be an affront to all movies
characterized as bad. To say the movies are
time consuming would be totally accurate,
however. And so my mother, house bound,
sort of, but definitely still ambulatory, unable
to hear but complete and competent in most
every other way, especially where her
faculties are concerned, patiently but
predictably sits and watches channel 119
(LMN in Montgomery County), remote in
hand, switching regularly, hoping to find
programming to help pass the time. And
when I visit, so too do I sit and watch
television and together we marvel at the
consistency of the quality of these movies
(and I use that term loosely and of course,
subjectively. For all I know, the movies
shown are award-winning and focus-group
approved).

And with respect to the content of these
movies, there does seem to be a frequent
theme. In general, I would call it heartbreak:
rape, incest, infidelity, divorce, death,
disease, disability, murder, kidnapping,
miscellaneous abuse, etc; among many
other similar heart-wrenching, life-changing
and dysfunctional-type circumstances and
addictions.

And given this kind of content, I find it
particularly unseemly that one of the more
frequent advertisers on this channel are
dating services; flush with the bravado and
self-satisfaction that comes with the elation
and realization that one’s life can be
rekindled with new love, if only you’d
complete the profile and pay your fee
(although the fact that there’s a cost
associated with this service seems hardly
worth mentioning, at least on the
commercial).

The product placement seems odd,
however. This channel regularly shows
movies about how people’s lives are torn
apart by infidelity, divorce, physical and
mental abuse, sexual addictions, etc., (a fair
amount of it anyway, from my watching
experience, which is rather substantial), yet
during the commercial breaks,
advertisements will appear directed at
people looking for a date (many of whom,
presumably, may be victims of the same
terrible circumstances as the characters in
the very movies they’re watching) and/or if
things work, perhaps even a mate. I can’t
decide if this movie-watching behavior is
cathartic — and helpful — or if it’s some
kind of self-immolation.

It all feels manipulative, somehow, almost
like entrapment. Drawing viewers in who
might be able to relate and then offering
solutions to the very problem/problems
they’re experiencing (generally presented by
the end of the movie, although, having seen
many ends of many of these movies, I have
to tell you, the ends don’t justify the
beginnings). Unfortunately, these are serious
problems and their solutions just aren’t that
simple. It requires more than two hours (the
typical length of these movies) and a remote
control.

Certainly I’m aware that knowing your
market/audience is crucial to advertising but
banking your company’s/product’s success
on the failure — and difficulties — of others
people’s lives seems a bit crude. Not
unusual for this channel, or these advertisers,
but still inappropriate. I suppose we could
change the channel, but what fun would
that be?

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Juxtapose
This

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
Fax 703-917-0992

E-mail: classified
@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Call 703.582.2110
For Additional Services

see our website:
www.Petesdriveways.com

Asphalt, Concrete and Brick
Residential and Commercial

Resurfacing, Repair, Resealing
Sidewalks, steps, Patios
7AM – 11PM • 7 Days/wk

Pete’s Driveways
www.PetesDriveways.com

ASPHALT ASPHALT

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

Darhele Assoc.
✦Walkways ✦Patios 
✦Driveways ✦Brick 

✦Concrete ✦Flagstone
since 1985   free est

703-764-2720
www.darhele.com

CONCRETE CONCRETE

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Bashian American Builders
Professional, Quality 

Home Remodeling & Renovations
*Custom cabinetry and trim,

*Kitchens, *Baths, *Basements,
*Additions, *Handyman services

703-357-2652 / 703-496-7767
No job too small

EFH Construction
Int/Ext Remodeling • Kitchens

Baths • Basements • Additions etc.
Residential/Commercial  – 20 Years Experience

Class A License & Insured

No Job too Small

703-401-5785
R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-803-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@yahoo.com

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

“Call For Special Promotions”
Countertops, Floors, Cabinet

Replacements & Refinishing, Cust.
Painting, Complete Interior Remodeling
Free Estimates • Excellent References

Call Thomas Martins
703-327-1889

Established 1988

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

703-242-6285
213 Mill Street, N.E. • Vienna • RonWheatonKitchens.com

50% OFF
Kitchen Cabinets
Custom / Semi-Custom

(From Now until Nov. 2008)

Ron Wheaton
C U S T O M  K I T C H E N S .  I N C .

Now is the time to build the
kitchen of your dreams.

At Ron Wheaton Custom Kitchens, Inc., we can
turn your dream of a new, designed kitchen into
a reality at a fraction of the cost. During our pro-
motion, all cabinetry will be offered at 50% pric-
ing through Nov,2008.

Call us today and take advantage of the savings
while they last. Let our professional designers,
expert installers, electricians and plumbers assist
you with everything...from the creation of your
floor plan to the installation of your cabinents
and countertops.

Don’t delay, call us today at Ron Wheaton
Custom Kitchens, Inc., to start the creation of
your custom kitchen...at an incredible savings.

KITCHENS KITCHENS

Trees & Plants | Walls & Walkways| Ponds
Patios | Lighting | Sod Installation | Much More

*Free Estimates*
703.919.4456

Design &
Installation

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING

540-869-0948 • Cell 703-732-7175

Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY
• HAULING • BACKHOE • EXCAVATING • DRYWALL
• POWER WASHING • HANDYMAN • PAINTING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING

SUMMER SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles

•Repairs •Reroofs

•Flat Roofs

Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

CONCRETE

RATCLIFF
CONSTRUCT. 

CO.
Concrete & Brick  
Stone Specialist

Additions & Basemnts 
4th Generation,

Class A Lic & Ins 
Free Est.

800-820-1404

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

LAWN SERVICE

Group Rates Avail.!

PINNACLE
SERVICES, INC.

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

703-354-4333

20 YEARS EXP.

• Wood Replace & Wrapping
• Pressure Washing,
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

metrogutter.com

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

KITCHEN &
BATH DESIGN

Class A Lic. Insured

Refacing,
Facelifts,

Basements,
Decks, Porches

MichaelsRemodeling.com

703-764-9563
Since 1979 Free Est.

Bigsculpture.org

SUMMER
CLEAN-UP

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

Since 1981 VA License
#2705 023803

GUTTER GUTTER GUTTER

LANDSCAPING
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School

build on the progress we’ve made so far,”
she said. “The system is great. You don’t
want to stop it. You want someone who’s
going to keep the forward motion.”

Garvey also said that she would like to
hire someone who, like Smith did, could
stay in the position for a decade or more.
“That’s part of the reason the school sys-
tem works,” she said. “If you keep upset-
ting the apple cart every few years, of course
you won’t get anywhere. Look at poor D.C.”

ARLINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS faces
a number of pressing issues that the new
superintendent will grapple with.

Elementary schools in North Arlington are
becoming increasingly crowded but many
Arlington parents have been resistant to the
changing of school boundaries. A lingering
gap between the achievement levels of
white and minority students is another is-
sue that shows no signs of being eliminated.

But perhaps the most difficult issue the
new superintendent will have to deal with
is the maintenance of Arlington’s school
facilities in an increasingly bleak budget-
ary climate.

The school system is currently in the pro-
cess of rebuilding some of its largest schools,
such as Yorktown and Wakefield High
Schools, and several others buildings, such
as Thomas Jefferson Middle School and the
Career Center, are on the horizon to be re-
built.

But as the economy continues to worsen
and the County nears the limits on its abil-
ity to issue bonds, the pace of construction
of new school buildings will almost certainly
have to slow. The new superintendent will
have to manage community expectations
about what buildings should be prioritized
and which should not.

Randolph Elementary School parent
Rebecca Krafft said that managing these
expectations will be crucial for a new su-
perintendent. Krafft was involved in a re-
cent School Board campaign and she said
the campaign was fraught with bitterness,
especially from South Arlington parents
who believe that the School Board has been
slow moving on the rebuilding of Wakefield.

Krafft wants the new superintendent to
be “somebody that will mend fences. As
somebody from South Arlington, I am very
sorry that the Wakefield contingent is still
in attack mode.”

As a Wakefield parent herself, Marjorie
Shapiro is concerned about the progress of
the rebuilding of her child’s school. But she
said that hiring a new superintendent who
will radically change things would be a
mistake.

“You don’t need a Michelle Rhee,” Shapiro
said. “Nothing against her, but this is an
excellent system … We don’t need some-
one who’s going to come in and change
things. We need someone who will improve
it and deal with the issues that we do have.”

Search
Begins

sHome & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-312-7227

PAINTING

www.Patriot Painting.net

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!

Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

Interior/Exterior
Powerwash, Decks

CHRISTOS
PAINT

703-623-3858
703-750-5443

Free Estimates • Licensed Bonded

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-312-7227

LANDSCAPING

PAINTING

Now! Complete
Print Editions

Online!
The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

0330-6

0316-1

SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT!
Be the first person to fax in the correct crossword puzzle answers

each week, and we’ll put your name here! Fax the completed
puzzle, with your name, the puzzle number, and the time and date

of the fax, to the Crossword Puzzle Desk, fax #703-917-0998!
The winner of puzzle #0329-6 is:

Shirley Carpenter
Note: Due to space limitations, the crossword may not appear from

time to time. In that case, you may look on our Web site:
www.connectionnewspapers.com and click on the “Print Editions” button.

It should appear in a newspaper from a different Classifieds zone.
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Sports

A Dazzling Debut

Washington-Lee senior quarterback Charlie Fuller on a run in the first
half of the Generals 21-14 win over McLean last Friday night. It was
Fuller’s first game behind center.
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Fuller's late touchdown
propels Washington-
Lee to best start in
five years.

By Mark Giannotto

The Connection

W
ith the score tied at 14 and
just 20 seconds remaining
in Washington-Lee’s football
game against McLean last

Friday night, Generals coach drew up two
plays for quarterback Charlie Fuller, who was
playing his first career game under center.

One play called for a quarterback draw,
the other, a run featuring tailback Keith
Johnson. But Shapiro decided the quarter-
back draw was too risky, and decided to run
Johnson up the middle. That is, until his
new signal caller showed the moxie and
confidence unbecoming of someone who
just three hours earlier had never even
thrown a pass outside of pick up games with
friends.

“I told the coach, I was like ‘Spread the
defense out because they are gonna guard
every receiver and it’s going to leave it open
for me down the middle,’ Fuller said of his
game-winning 10-yard touchdown run that
gave Washington-Lee a 21-14 victory over
McLean. “So I saw the middle, saw a lot of
green, and took it in.”

The win evened Washington-Lee’s record
at 2-2, the team’s best start since 2003.

Up until Friday’s game against the High-
landers, Fuller had played almost exclu-
sively at running back on offense this sea-
son, but Shapiro decided early last week to
unleash his most athletic player from be-
hind center to kick start the Generals.

The move paid off in a big way as Fuller

displayed his usual fleetness on the ground,
carrying the ball 24 times for 144 yards and
two touchdowns, while also showing off
better than advertised accuracy from the
pocket. Fuller completed eight of his 16
passes for 112 yards and a touchdown. The
scoring throw, a 30-yard strike to Will
Horsely, was particularly impressive and
gave the Generals a 14-7 lead in the third

quarter.
“I think a lot of people were like well, we’ll

crowd the box,” Shapiro said afterwards.
“Well, go ahead because he can throw it. He
is a great athlete and very versatile. On a
high school level, to compare him to some-
one, he reminds a lot of an elusive Donovan
McNabb. He’s fun to watch. He makes plays.”

Fuller also chipped in on defense, inter-
cepting a pass as a safety on McLean’s first
possession of the game. But he admitted the
pick on defense did nothing to sway the
pregame jitters he had about throwing too
many interceptions of his own.

“I was nervous,” Fuller said. “Not all
week, just tonight coming into the game.
… The team needed me so I did what the
team needed.”

Taking the place of Fuller at running back
was senior Keith Johnson, who finished the
game with 61 yards rushing. Leading
McLean was junior Riley Beiro, who rushed
for 137 yards and had an 85-yard punt re-
turn for a touchdown.

But nobody could outshine Fuller on this
night. All season, Shapiro had a package
involving his star player at quarterback, and
had yet to use it in the regular season. But
with his team reeling after two straight
losses, the coach tried something new.

One victory later, it looks like the experi-
ment will become a fixture in weeks to come.

“We don’t have any plans for anyone else
(at quarterback),” Shapiro said. “That’s his
spot. Teams are going to have to game plan
because he’s tough, he’s versatile.”

He can throw it. He is a great
athlete and very versatile.”
—Washington-Lee coach Josh Shapiro

Arlington Connection Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or  mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com

Bush Serves And Spikes The Competition

Yorktown junior Elyse Bush jump serves
during the Patriots match against Stuart
Monday night.
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By Mark Giannotto

The Connection

T
o any volleyball fan, it’s easy to
tell junior Elyse Bush, Yorktown
volleyball’s star player, apart

from others during a given match. But
the true indicator of just how talented
Bush is on the court comes when a ca-
sual observer checks out the action.

Because even for the untrained eye,
it’s easy to see Bush is heads and shoul-
ders above most of the northern region
when it comes to volleyball.

“You’ll notice very quickly who she is,”
Yorktown coach Brittanie Stowell said.
“It’s definitive and even everyone we
play regionally, everyone says, ‘Oh gosh,
she looks so good. She’s playing awe-
some, she’s playing consistent.’

Bush has been on the Yorktown var-
sity volleyball team since she was a
freshman, and according to Stowell, has
been the best player on the team every
year she has played. Last season, Bush
was named second team all-Northern
Region, the only player from the Na-
tional District to garner such an honor.

Now as a junior, her play over the years
has given her another distinction: as a
star with a giant target on her back.

Last week when the Patriots faced off
against Oakton in a non-district match,
Bush was ill to the point that she couldn’t
play. When the Oakton coach found out,
she lamented to Stowell.

“The coach told me they spent all of
practice working on when (Elyse) was
attacking the ball and what (they) were
going to do on defense and how we were
going to keep the ball away from her,”
Stowell said. “She’s been here so long,
getting recognized in the region and
stuff, so everyone knows. The other
teams we play, they are aware of her. It
definitely shows.”

Bush began playing volleyball in the
seventh grade, when her mother started
the Arlington Volleyball Club. Now, Bush
plays for one of the area’s top club teams
based out of American University, where
she trains year-round. And just this year,
Bush added a jump serve to her game,
which already featured a unique ability
to both spike and dig balls. Through eight
games this season, Bush has 119 kills,

63 digs, and 31 aces.
“A jump serve made me more of an all-

around player,” she says.
That’s a scary thought for the rest of

the northern region. Bush is the key cog
in Yorktown’s run for a third National
District title in four years, a task that
looks closer to reality after the Patriots
dominated the Stuart Raiders in three
straight sets by scores of 25-18, 25-18,
and 25-15 Monday night.

“The whole night we were in control
and we haven’t seen that yet this year,”
Stowell said. “But maybe it’s just falling
together … You could see we were start-
ing to get there.”

It helps having a selfless superstar like
Bush, who was named captain. Despite
having nobody close in terms of talent
on the roster, Bush has never held it over
the team, her teammates said. Instead,
her play quietly helps cover up any mis-
takes others may make.

“At first, I was really intimidated that I
was going to mess up,” said junior Libby
Kane, who added that Bush eased those
fears right away. “What I realized is that
she’ll hit it even if I give her a bad set.”
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Community

By David Schultz

The Connection

R
osh Hashana and Yom Kip-
pur are not the most kid-
friendly of the Jewish holi-
days. The two holidays,

which take place this year on Sept. 29
and 30 and Oct. 8, respectively, are
known as the High Holy Days and are
considered two of the most solemn
and reflective days in the Jewish reli-
gion. They are typically observed with
daylong prayer sessions that require

focus and introspection, two tasks not
particularly well suited for a fidgety
five year old.

“It’s not known as such a kid-
friendly holiday,” Rabbi Mordechai
Newman of the Arlington-Alexandria
Chabad Lubavitch Center admitted.

But Newman has found a way to
make these two somber celebrations
appealing to young children. This
weekend, he gathered a group of pre-
adolescents and their parents to his
Alexandria office to show the children

how to make a shofar, the hollowed out
ram’s horn that is blown on Rosh Hashana
and Yom Kippur.

“It’s important to instill in them the im-
portance of the holiday and also to get them
excited about the holiday,” Newman said.
“When they know the background and
know how it’s done they get excited about
it. It’s not just that they come to [syna-
gogue] and they hear the Torah portion.
They know how it’s made, the meaning be-
hind the shofar.”

FOR CENTURIES, Jews have been using
the shofar to celebrate Rosh Hashana, the
holiday marking the Jewish New Year, and
Yom Kippur, a day of atonement for one’s
sins.

The shofar is typically made out of a hol-
lowed-out ram’s horn but any other kosher
animal with a curved, hollow horn can be
used. (Bovine animals are forbidden, how-
ever, because they are associated with the
golden calf from Mount Sinai, Newman
said.)

The musical instruments made from these
horns are used to make sharp,
piercing bleats that usher in the
new year and call the attention of
Jews everywhere to the need for
atonement. The shofar also sym-
bolizes a crying out to God to ask
for forgiveness, Newman told the
dozen or so children who attended
the shofar-making workshop.

“The sound of the shofar for the
Jews is really a primal sound,” said Chabad
member Joshua Pickell of Alexandria. “[It]
really cuts through to my soul.”

Making a shofar can take hours, Newman
said. After removing the horn from the ani-
mal, it must soak in hot water and chlorine
to soften the cartilage, which is then re-
moved. The horn must then be cut, drilled,
sanded and finished before it can become a
real shofar.

Newman took care of the soaking, cut-
ting and drilling ahead of time as poten-
tially dangerous power tools were involved

in these tasks. But the
sanding and the finish-
ing were left to the
children, who took
great joy in working
on their very own
shofars which they got
to take home with
them at the end of the
class.

“IT GIVES HIM a
chance to experience it
first hand,” Lilly
Grossman of Spring-
field said of her five-
year-old son Zachary.
“It means a lot to him
to, instead of just
watching, see how
things work.”

Many of the parents
who brought their chil-
dren to the shofar-
making workshop said
that they appreciated
how the Rabbi made
the event simulta-
neously fun and edu-
cational. “It helps the
kids understand,”
Mindy Bronipolsky of
Clifton said. “It makes
it more alive and real.”

Bronipolsky’s four
and a half-year-old
daughter, Maya, will
bring her new shofar
with her to the upcom-
ing High Holy Days
services, Bronipolsky
said, and this will al-
low her to engage in
the two Jewish holi-
days that can be some-
what intimidating for
young children.

Newman leads the
High Holy Day services
for the Arlington-Alex-
andria chapter of
Chabad and he said
that getting children
involved is one of his
top priorities. “We
sometimes ask the kids
who have shofars to
come and blow the
shofars,” he said.
“When the kids are
excited the parents are
excited too.”

At the workshop,
one parent told
Newman that her son
was so excited to make
his own shofar that he
had been watching
shofar-blowing videos
on YouTube for weeks.
“Good!” Newman said.
“Now he’ll have his
own.”

Blowing Their Horns
A local Jewish
organization gets
young children excited
about Rosh Hashana
and Yom Kippur.

“When they know the
background and know how it’s
done they get excited about it.”

— Rabbi Mordechai Newman, Chabad
Lubavitch of Arlington-Alexandria

Stuart Licht helps Rabbi Newman with the trimming of a horn.

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette

Rabbi Newman details the history and the making
of the Shofar.

Reeva Licht take a deep breathe and blows her
Shofar for the first time.
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