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A
fter months of delay and maneu-
vering the U.S. Department of
the Army finally announced
Monday afternoon that the Mark

Center in Alexandria, just off I-395, will be
the site of the new home for the last con-
tingent of 19,300 personnel being trans-
ferred to Fort Belvoir as a result of the 2005
Base Realignment and Closure Report
(BRAC). It won out over two other compet-
ing sites to house the 6,400 personnel of
the Washington Headquarters Services.

Known in military terms as BRAC 133,
WHS is a collection of Defense Department-
level agencies that have been scattered
throughout various rental
spaces, primarily in the
Arlington area. They will
now be concentrated in
two high-rise buildings to
be constructed on 16 acres
of land at Mark Center that
will officially become an
appendage of Fort Belvoir.

Two other sites under
consideration, the Victory
Center on Eisenhower Av-
enue in Alexandria and the GSA Ware-
houses in the Springfield area, were passed
over by the Department of the Army. In ar-
riving at the Mark Center decision, Assis-
tant Secretary of the Army for Installations

and Environment Keith
Eastin, noted “the Army
considered multiple fac-
tors, including project
timelines, transportation
management and site
adaptability.”

Under BRAC law, signed
by the President and
passed by Congress, all
transfers must be complete
by Sept. 15, 2011. It is also
stipulated that all BRAC
sites must be owned by the
Department of the Army
and become part of Fort
Belvoir.

The personnel of BRAC
133 will be the only con-
tingent not located on land
which was already a part of the existing Fort
Belvoir. The largest element to be trans-
ferred to Ft. Belvoir as a result of BRAC is
the 8,500 personnel of the National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency which will

be located at Belvoir’s En-
gineering Proving Grounds
in the Springfield area ad-
jacent to the yet to be com-
pleted final links of the
Fairfax County Parkway.

The Army will now buy
the vacant acreage at Mark
Center owned by Duke Re-
alty Corporation and then
sign a construction contract
with them to build the 17

and 15 story towers to house the BRAC 133
workforce, according to Peter Scholz, senior
vice president, Duke Realty.

“We are extremely excited about being
chosen. I have been with the Winkler Com-

By Michael Lee Pope
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F
or Lee Antton, the national foreclo-
sure crisis is looming rights outside
his front door. That’s where he’s ex-

pecting the Alexandria Sheriff’s Office to
post an eviction notice any day now. His
rowhouse in the Parker Gray neighborhood
went into foreclosure back in January, and

PNC Bank bought it during a “sheriff’s sale.”
Antton is essentially squatting in the build-
ing that was once his home, trying to de-
termine his microeconomic situation as
Congress debates the national macroeco-
nomic crisis. For a brief moment last month,
he thought he might have found a bailout
in the form of an investor willing to offer
$350,000 for the house and let him live
there for the near term. But PNC declined

the offer.
“My sense is that the bank is trying to

hide its losses,” said Antton, who has
lived in the Madison Street rowhouse
since 1987. “This is all about greed.”

City land records show that Antton
bought the house for $184,400 in 1987.
He said he was able to pay off the origi-
nal mortgage in 1992, but he took out a

pany (Mark Center owner) for 16 years and
this is one of the most significant events I
have been a part of,” Scholz said.

“We will have this site constructed and
operational by the Sept. 15, 2011 deadline.
The land sale will take place prior to Janu-
ary 2009 and construction will begin im-
mediately. Both elements are part of a single
agreement between the Army and Duke
Realty,” he said.

ONE OF THE PRIME criticisms of the
Mark Center site, by those pushing for the
Victory Center and the GSA Warehouses,
was its lack of accessibility to Metro. The
GSA site is served by the Springfield Metro
located within a block and Virginia Rail
Express while the Victory Center is within
two blocks of the Van Dorn Metro Station.
Neither mass transit facility is close to Mark
Center, which is tucked between I-395,
Seminary Road, and Beauregard Street in

Alexandria although the site is served by
both DASH and Metro bus.

But, right from their initial proposal Duke
Realty had developed plans to compensate
for the lack of Metro proximity. “We feel
we’ve come up with a very functional multi-
model transportation center that will pro-
vide access and connectivity to various
buses, including the Army transportation
system, car pools, and other transportation
services,” Scholz said.

“This center is actually a mini version of
the Pentagon Transportation Center. We al-
ready have a shuttle system to the Penta-
gon Metro Station. We will be expanding
that,” he said.

“The requirement for parking by the gov-
ernment is just over 4,000 vehicles. This is
a little less than was approved by the Alex-
andria planning Commission when we went
before them with a plan to expand Mark

Lack of easy Metro
access cited by those
opposed to decision.

Mark Center Chosen As Final BRAC Site

The Washington Headquarters Services will be housed in two high-rise buildings to be
constructed on 16 acres of land at Mark Center

As foreclosures rise and housing values
slump, budget officials scramble to adjust.

Economy in Crisis

“We will have this
site...operational
by the...deadline”

—Peter Scholz,
senior vice president,

Duke Realty Corp.

“Many of our neighbors
moved forward with a lot
of rapid development.
And they got caught.”

— Mayor Bill Euille
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Alexandria Gazette Editor Mary Anne Weber

703-917 -6431 or maweber@connectionnewspapers.com

The Montgomery Candidate
How did things ever get so screwed up? It’s a question that’s been

on the minds of many residents in Cameron Station and Summers
Grove in recent months, ever since an ethanol loading station qui-
etly began operations near their homes in April. City Council mem-
bers didn’t even find out about the facility until May, when the situ-
ation erupted during a contentious three-hour meeting. Since that
time, West End residents demanded an independent inquiry into the
city’s actions. Last week, council members approved a plan that would
launch such an examination and set out a process to select a candi-
date for the position.

Already, one candidate has emerged as a contender: Montgomery
County Inspector General Thomas Dagley. The monitoring group
overseeing the inquiry is set to consider his resume this week, al-
though the City Council isn’t scheduled to start formally seeking
candidates until Oct. 14. Dagley has an extensive professional back-
ground as a government auditor, including inspector general certifi-
cation from American University’s Department of Public Adminis-
tration. He’s worked as an inspector general for the Maryland De-
partment of Human Resources, a senior performance auditor for the
Maryland Department of Legislative Services and as a performance-
management consultant to the Bloomberg School of Public Health
at Johns Hopkins University. He’s been inspector general of Mont-
gomery County since 2005.

“I would feel comfortable with him, and I think other people would
as well,” said Cameron Station Civic Association Vice President Joe
Bennett, who has lived in the neighborhood since 1999. “This is
not someone who is simply a management consultant or a lawyer.
He’s someone who has extensive investigative experience in these
kinds of inquiries.”

Taking Fewer Home
Although a 1983 administrative regulation authorized 58 individual

city employees to drive their city-owned vehicles home after work, a
study earlier this year indicated that the use of take-home vehicles
has more than tripled since the regulation was written, with 188
take-home vehicles in operation. According to an inventory of the
city’s fleet conducted by the Matrix Consulting Group, the Police
Department authorized the vast majority of the take-home vehicles,
with some city-owned cars traveling as far away as Frederick, Md.

Since that time, the Police Department reduced the number of
take-home vehicles from 148 to 93 — and more reductions are
planned for the near future. According to a September memoran-
dum from Chief David Baker to members of City Council, the force
plans to cut the take-home fleet by about 33 percent.

“The latest action to reduce 31 out-of-city take homes should re-
sult in savings of about $39,000 per year in fuel costs, after funding
the $16,000 needed for additional parking,” Baker explained. “Of
the 31 vehicles to be rescinded, two vehicles will be auctioned and
six will continue to be parked at various public schools to maintain
police presence.”

Laugh About It One Day
One thing about Mayor Bill Euille — he doesn’t like holding

grudges. During a recent presentation of a proclamation honoring
Chief Deputy Sheriff Tim Gleeson, the mayor decided to let by-
gones be bygones. Gleeson was being honored for rounding up about
10,000 candles — including many he that he personally purchased
— and delivering them to Blacksburg in time for a vigil after the
Virginia Tech tragedy last year. But the mayor couldn’t let the mo-
ment pass without remembering the time when Gleeson held him at
gunpoint.

It was all misunderstanding, of course, and fortunately no shots
were fired. But it makes for a great story.

The mishap took place in the mid-1980s, when Gleeson was a
police officer and Euille was working for a local construction com-
pany. Euille and some friends from work were playing racquetball
late one evening in the penthouse of their office building when a
caller altered police to potential burglary. By the time the racquet-
ball players exited the building, a swarm of police officers was wait-
ing for them.

“Police officers, led by the honorable Mr. Gleeson, had their guns
drawn,” explained Euille while honoring Gleeson last week as the
city employee of the month. “I will never forget that day.”

— Michael Lee Pope

Council Notebook

By Michael Lee Pope
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F
ew people seem thankful for the events of
Friday July 28, 2006. That was the date
when a confrontation took place at a T.G.I.
Friday’s restaurant on Alexandria’s West

End between a regional director of operations and a
restaurant manager. During a dispute about restau-
rant operations, the supervisor asked his employee
about what kinds of medication he was taking and
whether they might be influencing his job perfor-
mance. That’s when the James McCray disclosed to
Robert D’Anna that he was H.I.V. positive.

“He physically recoiled,” recalled McCray, who now
works in the insurance industry. “We were having a
conversation with elbows leaning on the table. But I
after I told him, he was leaning back as far away
from me as he could get.”

Shortly after the disclosure, two men in white uni-
forms from Loyal Service Systems arrived to supply
paper products in the restroom. D’Anna became sus-
picious and asked McCray if the restaurant paid for
the service. That’s when McCray explained that the
service was free — a statement that would later be-
come the core of T.G.I. Friday’s defense of its actions.
According to testimony in the case, McCray was
about to explain that the delivery and installation of
the products were free because the restaurant pur-
chased the paper supplies. But D’Anna abruptly
walked out before McCray could complete the ex-
planation.

“He was literally in mid-sentence,” said Jamison
Meadows, who was then an assistant manager at
the restaurant. “Jamie never got a chance to ex-
plain why the service was free.”

D’ANNA SUMMONED McCray to the T.G.I.
Friday’s at National Airport the next day and fired
him — ostensibly for lying about the contract, al-
though McCray immediately suspected that he was
the victim of discrimination. In November, McCray
filed a case with the Human Rights Commission,
which conducted a 10-hour public hearing in the
case in May 2008. Since then, the commission is-
sued a unanimous decision in favor of McCray and
City Manger Jim Hartmann assessed a $5,000 fine
against the restaurant. Meanwhile, McCray is pre-
paring to seek damages in federal court while the
restaurant has filed an appeal of the case in circuit
court.

“I’m not backing down,” said McCray, now 40. “I
feel like they’re trying to drag this out — hoping
that I run out of either time or money, whichever
comes first. But I’m not stopping, and I’m going to
see this all the way through.”

In a circuit-court filing challenging the
commission’s unanimous decision in the case, an
attorney for T.G.I. Friday’s argued that the ruling was
“unsupported by the evidence on record.” Accord-
ing to a motion filed by T.G.I. Friday’s in the Circuit
Court on Aug. 27 — the last possible day to file an
appeal in the case — the restaurant plans to argue
that the commission relied on “erroneous facts and
circumstances” in its finding that the restaurant un-
lawfully terminated the former employee. The lan-

guage of the filing indicates that the restau-
rant plans to stick by its position that McCray
was fired for lying about the contract with
Loyal Service Systems.

“McCray was fired because he lied to is su-
pervisor; it had no relation to his having H.I.V.,”
wrote T.G.I. Friday’s lawyer James Coleman.
“While the commission may have its own opin-
ions on whether lying to your supervisor should

be grounds for termination, there is no argu-
ment or dispute that T.G.I. Friday’s is entitled
to run its business as it sees fit and that it has
specific and well-publicized policies, of which
McCray was aware, that lying to a supervisor
is grounds for immediate termination.”

THE DISPUTE OVER whether McCray lied
about the contract with Loyal Service Systems
is at the heart of the case, and each side has its
own version of events. The Human Rights Com-
mission sided with McCray, ruling that he was
telling the truth about the cost of the service.
One of the pieces of evidence entered into the
record was the invoice, which itemized the
supply items and their quantity but made no
requirement for payment. During the public

Charges and countercharges fly
after T.G.I. Friday’s restaurant
fired a manager who has H.I.V.

Discretion or Discrimination?
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T.G.I. Friday’s in Alexandria

“I feel like they’re trying to drag
this out — hoping that I run out
of either time or money,
whichever comes first. But I’m
not stopping, and I’m going to
see this all the way through.”

— James McCray
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Foreclosures in Alexandria Since January 2007
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second mortgage in 2002 to open his own busi-
ness. Although he said he paid down about $50,000
of the $200,000 loan, he started falling behind
when his business was slow late last year. He still
owed about $150,000 on the mortgage when he
missed several months of payments. Shortly after
the property was assessed at $502,759 in January,
Antton’s house went into foreclosure. City land
records show that PNC Bank bought the house on
Jan. 31 for $381,000.

“PNC generally works with the former owners
to provide them with enough time to vacate the
premise,” said Fred Solomon, a spokesman for PNC.
“In terms of considering offers, we would need to
recover our investment.”

WHILE ANTTON WAITS for the Alexandria
Sheriff’s Office to issue a notice that he has 72 hours

to vacate the premise,
Washington has been
engaged in its own
turmoil. Last month,
Treasury Secretary
Hank Paulson pro-
posed a plan that
would allow the fed-
eral government to
purchase $700 billion
of bad debt. But the
House of Representa-
tives rejected the pro-
posal this week after
highly contentious ne-

gotiations. Ultimately, U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8)
found himself in the minority, voting for the bill
that failed in a 228-to-205 vote Tuesday afternoon.
Moran voted for the bill even though he would have
preferred a version that would allow bankruptcy
judges to rewrite the terms of troubled mortgages.

“That part was left out to make the bill biparti-
san,” said Austin Durrer, a spokesman for Moran.
“Ultimately, he would like to see a version of the
bill that has that language back in it.”

Meanwhile, budget officials at City Hall are deal-
ing with their own crisis. Because real-estate taxes

account for 54 percent of the city budget, the hous-
ing slump has already created an $8 million hole in
this year’s budget. The Police Department, Fire De-
partment and Sheriff’s Office were spared the brunt
of the reductions, with public-safety agencies limited
to a 1 percent cut. Other city agencies were asked to
find reductions by as much as 4.9 percent although
no cuts were made to the city’s appropriation to the
school system.

“This is not a call and response,” Budget Director
Bruce Johnson told City Council members last week.
“We’re not asking for ideas. We’re saying, ‘your bud-
get has been reduced, now tell us what you’re going
to do.’ We’re asking departments to prioritize and
keep what’s most important and let some other things
diminish.”

DURING THE FIRST six months of this year resi-
dential sales volume has already gone down 27 per-
cent, and the average sales price for existing proper-
ties had gone down 5.4 percent. New construction is
expected to be down about 40 percent, with $230
million this year compared to $585 million last year.
During a presentation of the city’s economic situa-
tion during last week’s City Council meeting, budget
officials explained that early projections for next
year’s real-estate assessments show that single-fam-
ily houses are expected to decline by 4 percent and
condominiums are expected to decline by 8 percent.

“I would characterize the market as emerging,”
explained Acting Comptroller Ray Welch.

“I think it’s submerging,” responded Councilman
Justin Wilson.

Budget officials told City Council members last
week that they should expect some service reductions
and tighter controls on budget execution next year.
The commercial and residential market is expected
to make further declines, and the value of new con-
struction is likely to be low. City officials are quick to
point out that Alexandria is in a better situation than
other neighboring jurisdictions, with Fairfax County
experiencing a $430 million shortfall and Loudoun
County grappling with a $176 million shortfall.

“Many of our neighbors moved forward with a lot
of rapid development,” said Mayor Bill Euille. “And
they got caught.”

The Bailout Spread
For members of Congress, few moments on the floor of the House

hold as much high drama as this week’s contentious vote for a $700-
billion bailout of Wall Street. It’s the kind of decision known in Wash-
ington as a “legacy vote,” a position that voters will remember for
years to come. U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8) made such a vote on
Tuesday by casting his lot with the 140 House Democrats who sup-
ported r the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 — a
measure that failed 228 to 205.

Unlike many of the members who voted against the package, Moran
is not in a difficult re-election battle this year. But he does have two
opponents on the ballot — one who would have supported the plan
and one who would have opposed it. Republican challenger Mark
Ellmore said that he would have reluctantly supported the bill.

“I don’t like the idea of governments being involved in any kind of
bailout, but we’re literally on the verge of encountering a lockdown
of our equity markets,” said Ellmore, a mortgage banker with Coun-
trywide Bank. “Democrats put into place policies that forced lending
institutions to make loans to individuals who weren’t able to qualify
under traditional guidelines, and so now we in a position where we
are left with no choice.”

Voters who want a candidate that would have opposed the bailout
package before Congress this week have another choice on the No-
vember ballot, Independent Green candidate Ron Fisher. In a
strongly worded letter to Treasury Secretary Hank Paulson this
week, Fisher laid out his opposition to the bill, which he called “the
scam of all scams.” Fisher said the federal government should not be
in the business of purchasing bad debt from Wall Street, and he was
highly critical of those who engineered this week’s effort in Con-
gress.

“What they are doing is giving Paulson a blank check to buy mort-
gage-related securities from whoever he wants to at whatever price
he wants to pay,” said Fisher. “That money should go to jobs and
health care.”

McAuliffe Hires Top Gun
The Democratic primary for Virginia’s governor won’t happen un-

til next summer, but the campaign has already become a hot topic of
conversation within the party. Until last month, Alexandria’s home-
town favorite Del. Brian Moran (D-46) was locked in a heated
race against Sen. Creigh Deeds (D-25), who represents rural Bath
County. But then the race changed dramatically during the Demo-
cratic National Convention in August when former national party
chairman Terry McAuliffe began talking about throwing his hat in
the ring.

Now McAuliffe has taken the next step by hiring Virginia political
top gun Mo Elleithee, a veteran communication strategist who
worked for Mark Warner in 2001 campaign and Tim Kaine in
2005. Elleithee also worked on former Attorney General Janet
Reno’s 2002 campaign for governor of Florida and New York Sen.
Hillary Clinton’s 2008 campaign for president. According to
McAuliffe spokeswoman Tracy Sefl, McAuliffe hired Elleithee to
advise him on Virginia politics.

“He’ll be staking out the basics of what a possible campaign for
governor would look like,” said Sefl. “Terry likes to approach things
methodically and carefully with solid advice, and that’s what he’s
going to get from Mo.”

Signs of the Times
It seems to happen every election cycle — political yard signs are

stolen, vandalized or trampled underfoot. Presidential years bring
more attention and therefore more signs and therefore more vandal-
ism. But for volunteers who spend countless hours collecting, dis-
tributing and planting the signs, it’s always a bitter pill to swallow.
Just ask Matt Harris, the Alexandria Democratic Committee’s
deputy chairman for precinct operations on the eastern end of the
city. He spent a Sunday morning installing about 65 Democratic yard
signs on the median of Route One only to find most of them re-
moved within the week.

“I’ll give them credit for doing a clean job because they took the
wire frames and everything,” said Harris, adding that the value of
the stolen signs was about $200. “This is public speech, and we have
the right to promote these candidates. But the people who stole these
signs are stopping us from doing that.”

— Michael Lee Pope

On the Campaign Trail

Graph by Stu Moll/Gazette Packet

Everybody’s Looking for a Bailout

“My sense is
that the bank
is trying to
hide its losses.
This is all
about greed.”
— Lee Antton, former

homeowner
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Looking to Sell or Buy a home in Northern VA
so you can make that move to or from the NNK?

Alexandria native & Irvington homeowner at your service
Now it’s your turn and I will make the transition easy

call
703 599-8964

bobbazzle@gmail.com
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R
unning counter to the
present economic
landscape, Alexandria
tourism was actually

up 3.84 percent in 2007 compared
to 2006, topping $584 million in
visitor spending. That generated
$19.6 million in City taxes and
supported 5,600 jobs with a pay-
roll of $101 million.

That was just part of the good
news that greeted those attending
Alexandria Convention & Visitors
Association’s Annual Meeting
Sept. 25 at the Crown Plaza Old
Town. It was buttressed by the
keynote speaker, international
tourism expert Adam Sacks,
founder and managing director,
Tourism Economics, who pro-
nounced Alexandria as being “in
very good condition economically”
from a tourism perspective.

“Alexandria is a recession proof/
counter cyclical destination. It is
well located and has a lot to offer
to not only visitors but also to resi-
dents — both local and regional,”
Sacks told the crowd assembled in the hotel ballroom.

“Virginia traditionally has done very well in tour-
ism and will continue to do so,” Sachs said. Address-
ing the overall economic crunch Sacks said that the
picture is “probably not as bad” as it may appear.

“The fact that inflation continues to remain under
control is a very good thing.
And, the weakened dollar ac-
tually benefits tourism be-
cause it makes us more attrac-
tive to foreign tourists,” Sacks
said.

Deputy City Manager Mark
Jinks, an ACVA Executive
Committee member, kicked
off the annual meeting by pre-
senting Charlotte Hall, vice
president, Potomac River Boat Company, with ACVA’s
2008 David Speck Partner of the Year Award. The
recognition is presented yearly to an individual who
has made an outstanding contribution to the devel-
opment of Alexandria tourism.

“Charlotte has been a true bridge builder through-
out her years of involvement with ACVA,” Jinks said.
“Charlotte Hall is truly a phenomenal woman who has
contributed so much to our tourism industry — not
just during the past year, but since the very early days
of the association, to make ACVA what it is today,”
added Stephanie Brown, ACVA president and CEO.

Praising tourism’s revenue generation for the city,
Alexandria Mayor William D. Euille said, “Tourism
is economic development.” He also noted the recog-
nition tourism has brought to the city both nation-
ally and internationally.

“Where ever I travel and people ask me where I’m
from when I say Alexandria, Va., they seem to know
exactly where that is. And, many of them have been
here as visitors,” Euille said.

“When I grew up here and went away to college
and people would ask where I was from I’d say Wash-

ington, D.C., because then I
didn’t have to explain where
Alexandria was. That is no
longer the case. And, none of
this worldwide recognition
would have happened without
ACVA’s activities,” he said.

Continuing those efforts,
Brown reviewed ACVA’s past
year’s activities and unveiled
the organization’s new “Brand

and Image Study” that is designed to enhance the
city’s tourism appeal not only to visitors from afar
but also to both local and regional residents.

“We use this new brand and image study everyday
when considering how to better attract visitors. Al-
exandria is now in the top 20 of Travelosity’s recom-
mended sites,” she said.

“For many years we have focused on events. Now
we are changing to take a destination approach to
our marketing,” Brown explained.

She also announced the slogan “Fun Side of The
Potomac” was gone. The new marketing phrase is
“Shop, Dine and Celebrate on America’s Main Street.”
The new slogan can be adjusted to fit various seg-
ments of the advertising media as well as individu

Charlotte Hall
named ACVA’s
Tourism Partner
of the Year.

ACVA Spotlights Success
Economy

Charlotte Hall, vice president, Potomac River Boat
Company, center, is flanked by Stephanie Brown, presi-
dent & CEO, ACVA, and Mark Jinks, deputy city manager,
after being named ACVA’s 2008 recipient of the David
Speck Partner of the Year Award.
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“We are changing to take
a destination approach
to our marketing.”

—Stephanie Brown,
president & CEO, ACVA
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I
t has been said that those who
ignore history are doomed to
repeat it. That was the core of
former Texas Democratic Con-

gressman Charlie Wilson’s message to
an overflow audience last Wednesday
night at Schlesinger Center on the
Northern Virginia Community
College’s campus in Alexandria.

“The United States needs to develop
a lot better staying
power. We had a
chance to save Af-
ghanistan for a lot
less money and hu-
man sacrifice than
what we are now
facing,” Wilson told
the audience that
filled the auditorium
and spilled out into
an adjoining area

where they watched on closed circuit
television.

Booked as a town Hall meeting by
U.S. Rep. James P. Moran (D-8) the
two hour event, entitled “An Evening
with Charlie Wilson,” focused on U.S.
foreign policy in Iraq, Afghanistan and
the Middle East, now and in the past.
As with anything in Wilson’s approach
to life, it was not dull nor a policy
wonk recital of the challenges now
faced by America in that region of the
world.

He reiterated several of the opinions he
expressed in an earlier press interview
which emphasized the theme, “that a strong
military alone is not enough to ensure our
long-term national security.” His main point
being that America has a habit of winning
the war and loosing the peace.

His maverick approach to intervening in
the Afghanistan/Soviet Union 10 year con-
flict in the 1980’s was the theme of the hit
movie “Charlie Wilson’s War” starring Tom
Hanks, as Wilson, and Julie Roberts. He was
successful in securing a large appropriation
in Congress to supply the Afghans with
modern military weapons to thwart the
Soviet’s invasion of that nation.

As Wilson told the audience that victory
by the mujaheddin tribal leaders led to the
eventual fall of the Soviet Union and “made
the world a safer place.” He also noted, “
Not long after that victory, the Evil Empire
collapsed without spilling the blood of one
American soldier.”

Referring to a scene near the end of the
movie, Wilson took the audience back to
when he was pleading with Congress to
appropriate additional funds to help the
Afghans to rebuild their schools and na-
tional infrastructure. But, he was turned
down.

“The war was over and, as usual, Con-
gress just wanted to get out. They had had
enough,” he said.

“If we had continued some of that fund-
ing we would not have left the Afghans
vulnerable to the Taliban and al Qaeda. It
takes more than winning on a battlefield to
make this country safe,” he said.

When a questioner from the audience
asked his appraisal of the Iraq War, Wilson
replied, “Right now it’s better than we ever
thought it would be. While we are winning
we should get out.”

WILSON ALSO PRAISED Afghanistan
President Karzi as “doing as good a job as
possible” given the circumstances within the

country and the
reinvigoration of
the Taliban and
al Qaeda. He
also believed
that their resur-
gence could be
stifled with more
aid to the coun-
try in the form of
education and
helping them ag-
riculturally to
lessen their de-
pendence on
poppies, the
source of co-
caine.

Prior to an-
swering ques-
tions, Wilson de-
lighted the audi-
ence with a short
b i o g r a p h i c a l
monologue of
his beginnings in
politics at the
age of 13 in his
hometown of
Trinity, Texas. It
all started be-
cause the town
secretary at the
time, poisoned
Wilson’s 14 year
old dog, Teddy,
who died right in front of him.

“Then he went around town bragging that
he had done it. That made up my mind to
run against him. I did and beat him. It also
opened my eyes to what can be done
through politics,” he said.

Wilson eventually went on to serve in the
Texas legislature and then Congress. As
portrayed by Hanks he was far from the
standard issue Congressman.

“Those who saw the movie and/or read
the book know that there were a lot of ac-
cusations made about me,” he said. “I plead
guilty to all of them.”

The movie not only highlighted Wilson’s
maverick, unorthodox approach to gain aid
for the Afghans and his self-directed visit
there to personally meet with warrior tribal
leaders, but also his notorious escapades
with women, booze and life in general. One
particular scene depicts Wilson in a hot tube
with several well-endowed showgirls whom
he refers to as his “Angels” as he beguiles
them with his tales of Washington life in
the fast lane.

Wilson also worked for the CIA, special-
izing in the Middle East. A graduate of the
U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, he served
in the Submarine Corps and at the Penta-
gon. During his tour at the latter he con-
centrated on evaluating nuclear forces and
capabilities, according to Moran’s introduc-
tion. It was while on a 30-day leave from
the Navy that Wilson first decided to run
for Congress. “The second district of Texas
is one of the most conservative. But, they
elected Charlie Wilson because they trusted
and loved him,” Moran said.

“To Charlie, the Russians were always the
bad guys,” Moran emphasized. That was
borne out in a pre-presentation press con-
ference with Wilson who acknowledged,
“When I realized how cruel the Soviets were
treating the Afghans I needed to change that
situation.”

ALSO, DURING THAT press confer-
ence, Wilson spoke about his heart attack a
year ago when he almost died and under-
went heart transplant surgery. “You don’t
want to get a heart transplant unless you
absolutely need it. I now have a 33-year-
old heart,” he said.

When asked why he had left Congress his
answer was vintage Charlie Wilson. “Con-
gress is just not as much fun as it used to
be,” he answered. “What we did in Afghani-
stan was way outside the box. Today, you
wouldn’t even get out of the committee
room before there was a leak to the press
or the bureaucracy,” he said.

He also chastised government for plac-
ing more reliance on military methods than
on diplomacy and development in the war
on terrorism. “We spend one percent of our
budget on diplomacy and helping poorer
nations build their infrastructure and 22
percent on the military and weapons de-
velopment,” Wilson said..”

The evening was best summed up by
Moran at the conclusion of his introduction
of Wilson, the man and the former Con-
gressman, “We miss him in Congress,” he
said as he surrendered the podium to Wil-
son for an evening of insight to America —
past, present and future.

An Evening With Charlie Wilson— Minus The Angels
The former Congress-
man  offers his
opinions on Iraq
and Afghanistan.

“While we
are winning
we should
get out.”
—Charlie Wilson

on Iraq

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

The crowd, many of whom arrived early at the Schlesinger Center, filled
the auditorium and overflowed into an adjoining area.

Former Texas Congressman Charlie Wilson, right, with
U.S. Rep. James P. Moran who hosted the event.
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• Ships Clocks
• Ships bells
• Ship models
• Nautical lamps
• Lanterns • Barometers
• Ship wheels
• Decanters & glasses
• Retirement Gifts
• Promotion Gifts
• Military Gifts

Visit Northern Virginia’s premier military & nautical gift shop
specializing in promotion & retirement gifts for Army, Navy,
Air Force, Marines and Coast Guard.

1677 Crystal Square Arcade
Arlington, Virginia 22202

(703) 413-6289

Please call for directions & hours
www.shipshatch.com
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hearing in May, D’Anna testified that he believed
McCray may have lied to protect his former boss for
signing the Loyal Supply contract. But exhibits en-
tered into evidence demonstrated that McCray him-
self signed a contract, as did other general manag-
ers of Friday’s restaurants in the Northern Virginia
region.

“D’Anna’s erroneous assumption raises doubt re-
garding the reasonableness of his actions,” the com-
mission concluded. “The commission finds that the
exchange between McCray and D’Anna which
Friday’s and D’Anna categorize as lying is not that at
all — at most it was a misunderstanding and a rea-
sonable person would have sought additional infor-
mation and considered further explanation.”

According to a Supreme Court ruling cited by the
Human Rights Commission in its ruling, when an
employer’s reason for termination has been discred-
ited, “discrimination may well be the most likely al-
ternative explanation, especially since the employer
is in the best position to put forth the actual reason
for its decision.” Yet T.G.I. Friday’s petition in circuit
court seeks to challenge the notion that their reason
for firing McCray has been discredited. In the peti-
tion filed as a result of the commission’s decision,
T.G.I. Friday’s argues that the commission over-
stepped authority by meddling in company business.

“The court’s role is not to assess the wisdom of an
employer’s business judgments or the effectiveness
of its procedures, but to narrowly determine whether
the employer exercised a discriminatory motive in
violation of federal law,” according to T.G.I. Friday’s
petition in circuit court. “The commission ignores this
rule by substituting its own judgment, relying on er-
roneous and irrelevant facts and circumstances, and
attributing discriminatory motivations to D’Anna
through far-fetched speculation.”

AS THE APPEAL makes its way through the Alex-
andria courthouse, the $5,000 civil penalty has been
put on hold for now. In his Sept. 17 letter to the
chief operating officer of T.G.I. Friday’s, the city
manager explained that he is levying the civil pen-
alty but will stay the payment and collection of the
civil penalty until the circuit court has reviewed the
petition and sided in favor of the Human Rights Com-
mission. Meanwhile, McCray said he is willing to be
patient and wait for his day in federal court.

“In my opinion, it seems like T.G.I. Friday’s is try-
ing to keep this thing going until Jamie gets tired or
runs out of money or dies trying,” said Meadows,
the former assistant manager who has since left the
company. “It’s amazing to me that someone can be
terminated for this 30 years after H.I.V. entered our
society.”

Restaurant Accused of
Unlawful Discrimination

alized audiences.
Over the past year Alexandria

welcomed 3.4 million visitors
that accounted for a revenue
increase of 19 percent. ACVA
has also expended $103,598
over the past year on media
buys to promote Alexandria as
a tourism destination.

Noting that “Where” maga-
zine, which is distributed by
hotels nationwide, is one of the
most read publications by tour-
ists, Brown stated that ACVA
has increased its advertising in
that publication to a full page.
The ads now focus on what the
city has to offer not just what is
taking place at a given time.

“We have come to understand
our brand as the perfect balance
between historic ambiance and
contemporary flare. This new
brand focus has become a guid-
ing principle. We have intro-
duced a number of new prod-
ucts this year designed to moti-
vate, inform and disperse visi-

tors,” Brown said.
Prior to Brown’s presentation

City Councilman Ludwig
Gaines reviewed the activities
of the National Harbor Collabo-
rative Task Force in promoting
various elements designed to
appeal to regional tourism.
These have included such
things as enhancing the water-
front docks, creating the King
Street Trolley, and bringing Al-
exandria museums to the street
through the efforts of the Office
of Historic Alexandria.

As stated by ACVA Board
Chairman John Varghese, gen-
eral manager, Westin Alexan-
dria, in welcoming the crowd,
“If I had to chose one word for
this past year’s success it would
be “collaboration.” He also rec-
ognized two outgoing Board
members for their years of ser-
vice to ACVA and Alexandria
tourism — Jim Singerling, Club
Managers Association of
America and Pat Troy, owner,
Pat Troy’s Ireland’s Own Restau-
rant and Pub.

Good Year for
Tourism Industry
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Give Time to Help a Child

Alexandria’s Mentoring Partnership takes a boat tour along the Potomac River.

T
he wake of this past
April’s citywide focus
on service – Spring for
Alexandria – was felt

along the Potomac River on
Wednesday evening, Sept. 24, dur-
ing a special riverboat tour involv-
ing the Alexandria Mentoring Part-
nership; which was granted Spring
for Alexandria’s team-fundraising
award – a charter aboard the Ad-
miral TILP - through the generous
support of the Potomac Riverboat

Company.
The Alex-

a n d r i a
M e n t o r i n g
Partnership,

a collaborative of 10 public and
non-profit professionally-man-
aged-mentor programs, sailed into
its 3rd year of operation and en-
joyed a wonderful dockside recep-
tion and tour to the National Har-
bor with 40 current and potential
volunteers in an effort to thank
mentors and provide information
to newcomers.

In 2006, City government lead-
ers, community members and
partners from the private sector
came together to form the Alex-
andria Mentoring Partnership in
an effort to respond to residents’
recommendations that mentoring
be enhanced in our community.
Mentoring is proven to be effec-
tive in preventing crime, poor
school performance, teen preg-
nancy, drug abuse and gang in-
volvement. Mentoring helps chil-

dren feel better about themselves
and the world around them.

One study showed that a high-
school drop-out turning to a life
of crime or drugs costs the coun-
try 1.7 – 2.3 million dollars.
Mentored youth are 60 percent
more likely to graduate from high
school. However, a recent national
statistic indicated that, while some
17 million young people in the
country are in need or want of a
mentor, fewer than 3 million have
one and, despite a 20 percent in-

crease in the number of mentors
in the City in 2 years, there is a
still a shortage of 200 adults
among our 10 mentor programs.

No experience is necessary to
become a mentor and the time
commitment is about 1 hour a
week. Mentors are professional
trained and supported. Although
I staff the Alexandria Mentoring
Partnership professionally, I am
also a mentor and tutor.  It is, by
far, the most worthwhile activity
that I have participated in during

the course of the last year.
January is National Mentoring

Month. As you consider pending
New Year’s resolutions, particu-
larly during these economic times,
please consider giving an hour of
your time a week to help a child.
For more information, please go to
alexandriava.gov/mentoring or
contact me directly.

Mike Mackey
Coordinator

Alexandria Mentoring Partnership

We Deserve
Better
To the Editor:

There are many military fami-
lies in Virginia. They deserve to
know the truth about John
McCain. McCain paints himself as
a war hero. The facts betray him.
As a United States Senator, John
McCain sponsored and pushed for
the eventual passage of federal
laws that prevent all of the
Pentagon’s information on POWs
left behind in Southeast Asia from
being released to their families
and to the public. Passage of the
“McCain Bill” in 1991 prevents
information about prisoners of
war discovered alive in Vietnam
after the end of the Vietnam war
from being made public. All of this
information, and more, is avail-
able online at the Nation Institute,
at www.nationinstitute.org.

Further information, including
Pentagon documents from that

Commentary

era, are available at http://
www.vietnamveteransagainst
johnmccain.com.

In addition, McCain’s voting
record in the Senate speak vol-
umes about McCain’s commit-
ment to the military. John McCain
voted AGAINST 20 million dollars
for veteran care facilities. John
McCain voted AGAINST $322 mil-
lion for safety equipment for our
troops in Iraq. John McCain voted
AGAINST $1 billion dollars in
new equipment for the National
Guard. John McCain voted
AGAINST Jim Webb’s G.I. Bill.
John McCain voted AGAINST
$430 million for veterans outpa-
tient care. Barack Obama voted
FOR all of these troop support
initiatives.

Our soldiers deserve better than
McCain.

We deserve better than McCain.

Gail Gordon
Alexandria

A Possible
Solution
To the Editor:

Various stakeholders are cur-
rently arguing over what should
happen to the future of Hunting
Towers upon its sale in 2012. The
IDI/Kay partnership wants to
maximize profits by converting all
530 rentals at Hunting Towers to
so-called “affordable” condomini-
ums and building all-luxury at the
property across the street, Hunt-
ing Terrace. The current owner of
Hunting Towers, the Virginia De-
partment of Transportation
(VDOT), wants to maintain own-
ership until the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge project is complete. While
acting as landlord, VDOT has been
defraying the cost of bridge con-
struction by receiving net profits
to the tune of $16,000,000.00.
Affordable housing advocates
want to preserve the remaining
530-units of the previous 1,000

rentals units on site as affordable.
Preservationists want to maintain
the pleasant historic aesthetics
that make Old Town a lovely place
to live and visit. The City of
Alexandria’s Housing Department
wants to provide affordable home
ownership opportunities for its
employees and citizenry. And fi-
nally, after nearly a decade of en-
during bridge construction, the
current residents of Hunting Tow-
ers desire to continue living in
their homes after so many years
of disruption and uncertainty.

I propose a simple solution that
may appeal all stakeholders in-
volved. The Virginia Housing and
Development Agency (VHDA) in
coordination with (or indepen-
dently) the Federal Housing and
Urban Development Agency
(HUD) must take ownership of the
Hunting Towers property. Virginia
state law allows state entities the
ability to transfer possession of
property from one entity to an

See Letters,  Page 9

Letters
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ALEXANDRIA Pastry Shop & Cafe........703-578-4144
ALEXANDRIA PHOTO & DIGITAL.............703-379-6206
ATLANTIS PIZZA.................................703-671-0250
B & C JEWELERS ................................703-379-6010
BANNERS HALLMARK..........................703-820-4449
BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO ......................... 703-820-8820
BLUE RIBBON DRY CLEANING..............703-998-5118
BRADLEE BARBER SHOP ...................... 703-998-9830
BRADLEE DENTAL CARE.......................703-820-2273
BRADLEE FLORIST...............................703-379-6166

BRADLEE SHOE REPAIR........................703-931-9210
CAPITAL BAGEL BAKERY.......................703-379-6462
CHEVY CHASE BANK...........................703-998-6502
CHICKEN OUT...................................703-998-8802
DRESS BARN......................................703-379-4462
FOOT SOLUTIONS..............................703-931-3668
FOXY NAILS.......................................703-824-9292
GNC................................................703-578-4122
GIANT..............................................703-845-0851
GOLDEN DRAGON.............................703-575-8079
HAIR CUTTERY...................................703-998-9387
HARDWOOD ARTISANS.......................703-379-7299
KING STREET BACK & NECK................703-578-1900
KYOTO JAPANESE RESTAURANT.............703-379-8060
MIXERS’S ICE CREAM...........................703-671-4799
MCDONALD’S...................................703-379-0441
National Art & Framing...................703-998-5888
PALM BEACH TAN...........................1-800-725-6826
Potomac Paint & Design Center.....703-379-5800
PRO FEED.........................................703-820-3888
RITE AID...........................................703-931-7095
ROBCYNS..........................................703-379-7800
STARBUCKS........................................703-845-9563
SUBWAY............................................703-931-3700
SUNTRUST BANK...............................703-838-3280
TC UNISEX SALON.............................703-379-6397
U.S. POSTAL SERVICE......................1-800-275-8777
UNWINED.........................................703-820-8600
VIRGINIA ABC...................................703-845-6374
VIRGINIA VACUUMS...........................703-931-6100
WACHOVIA BANK..............................703-671-7523
WASHINGTON SPORTS CLUB...............703-933-3777

Everything You Need...in one
               Convenient Place.

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

other, or to other municipalities.
VDOT should transfer ownership
to the VHDA, HUD, or the City of
Alexandria Department of Hous-
ing. This transfer of ownership will
allow each group of aforemen-
tioned Stakeholders the capability
to satisfy their goals.

The benefits are innumerable:
❖ The previous landlord of the

Towers, Jack Kay, was paid a lu-
crative sum by VDOT in 2000
when the Towers/Terrace was ac-
quired to make room for the new
bridge. IDI Cos., in their joint ven-
ture with Jack Kay, can still rede-
velop by- right the Hunting Ter-
race site into luxury condomini-
ums, which would demand top
dollar. They could forgo the expen-
sive cost to refurbish the Towers
property, and retain the $20 mil-
lion they have offered the city to
build above by-rights.

❖ VDOT will reap goodwill from
the residents and citizens of the City
of Alexandria who have endured the
long construction process. By trans-
ferring the property to VHDA or
HUD, they can continue to ensure
revenue from the Towers can con-
tinue to flow into their accounts.

❖ Affordable Housing advocates
will have successfully retained 530
affordable rentals that would have

From Page 8
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otherwise been permanently re-
moved in a condo conversation. To
date, a petition signed by over one
thousand local citizens insisting
that Hunting Towers and Hunting
Terrace be preserved as affordable
rental housing in perpetuity.

❖ Preservationists will have pre-
served the historical ambiance of
the George Washington Memorial
Parkway and Old Town. The reten-
tion of the Towers by the govern-
ment, and the by-rights redevel-
opment of the Terrace site would
be in adherence with current zon-
ing regulations.

❖ The government of the City
of Alexandria will have success-
fully achieved the retention of 530
units of desperately needed afford-
able rental units for the citizens
and their government employees.

❖ Finally, the current residents
of Hunting Towers, including
many aging and disabled on fixed
incomes, will be allowed to stay
in the apartments they have called
home for so many years.

I don’t expect everyone to agree
to the proposal I have suggested,
but I challenge somebody to pro-
vide a better plan that will ad-
equately cater to the wants and
needs of all the stakeholders in-
volved. Can you devise an equi-
table solution for this perplexing

dilemma?

Lewis Simon
Alexandria

The Growth
Pains of Success?
To the Editor:

 As a parent of two children in the
Alexandria Public School system, I
was disappointed by the direction
taken in the article last week entitled
“Classrooms Bulging.” In my opin-
ion the focus was entirely misplaced.
While we may not yet know the ex-
act reason as to the increase in at-
tendance in the Alexandria school
system, I believe the facts show that
individual schools’ achievement has
played a significant role in attribut-
ing to the increase in attendance at
our schools.

The assumption that, “everyone
would go to a private school if
money were no object” is old and
tired. Parents make choices for a
variety of reasons, but I must think
one of the most important is the in-
dividual school’s record of achieve-
ment. When looking for reasons for
the dramatic increase in public
school attendance, why don’t we
focus on some of these quantifiable
measurements of achievement?

This year all Alexandria City el-

ementary schools received accredi-
tation. While this can be viewed as
a minimum standard, nonetheless
it is an objective standard that a di-
verse school district such as ours was
able to meet. This was not the case
a few years ago, and more impor-
tantly many of our schools passed
with scores in the eighty and ninety
percentile range-an achievement for
which we should feel proud.

Let’s give credit where it is due.
We are seeing an increase in pub-
lic school attendance this year in
great part because of our dedi-
cated principals, overall excellent
teaching staff, and involved par-
ents. As long as we are able to re-
tain and recruit these excellent
professionals and the City sustains
and improves its ability to educate
our children, our schools will
thrive – regardless of the cyclical
swings of the economy.

Tracy Taylor
Alexandria

Wanted: A New
Home

If you are an Alexandrian with
children, chances are you have
heard of Valley Drive Preschool.
For 50 years, we have been pro-

viding an affordable and nurtur-
ing preschool experience to hun-
dreds of families with young chil-
dren. We hope to continue that
good work for the next 50 years.
But first, we need a new home.

This summer, our landlord –
Convergence — asked us to find
new quarters by the summer of
2009. Convergence, which was
once called Fair-Park Baptist
Church, is now being revived as a
Christian arts community and
plans to rent the space for artist
studios.

We have embarked on a vigor-
ous search for new space, and we
are exploring a few leads, but we
need the help of the Alexandria
community. We are a non-profit,
cooperative, half-day preschool,
and searching for a new home is a
huge challenge, especially in a city
as dense and expensive as Alex-
andria. As a co-op school, it is up
to our parent volunteers to find a
place for Valley Drive to continue
to thrive.

We are reaching out to you, Al-
exandria, for your help, insights
and ideas. Are there opportunities
for public-private partnerships
that could help our city provide

See Letters,  Page 24
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Commentary

By Ann Andrews Morris

Gazette Packet

A
 few weeks ago I was researching dengue
fever for my job in order to create some
educational materials about the impor
tance of preventing the disease. Imagine

my shock when two days later my husband calls from
Dubai, eight time zones away in the United Arab
Emirates, to tell me that he had collapsed, was hos-
pitalized and diagnosed with dengue fever (which
can be fatal if not caught and treated early). Luckily
for my husband, doctors at the American Hospital
in Dubai quickly recognized his severe headache,
chills, nausea, fever and cramps as symptoms of the
mosquito-borne disease and treated him immediately
with the simple yet not widely accessible cure of IV
antibiotics and simple saline. A few days later he
was at home, safe and on the mend.

His story is becoming increasingly more common,
but for you who are reading this, it wasn’t real until
it happened to us. With increased global travel —
both of humans and the mosquitoes who hitch rides
on international flights — diseases like dengue fe-
ver are making appearances in new locales. In the
United States, outbreaks have been reported in
Texas, Puerto Rico and Hawaii. Recent outbreaks in
Vietnam and Rio — with Brazil being a crossroads
in South America — demonstrate the impressive
jump of this disease.

Many people, especially children in the develop-
ing world, don’t get even a fighting chance against

When Dengue Hits Home
this mostly curable disease — and it’s only getting
worse. World Health Organization (WHO) figures
show that about two fifths of the world’s population
is at risk for dengue. They estimate that there are
some 50 million cases each year with 22,000 deaths.
Nearly 900,000 cases of dengue were reported in the
Americas. If untreated, dengue can progress to some-
thing even more frightening called dengue hemor-
rhagic fever, which is a leading cause of hospitaliza-
tion and death among children throughout Asia. Yet
unlike malaria, there is no vaccine to protect people
from dengue. It doesn’t have to be this way.

WHO DOES have an Initiative for Vaccine Research,
which supports the development of a dengue vac-
cine, and the United States is working on the devel-
opment of such a vaccine, but we’re not there yet.
Earlier this year, Dr. Anthony Fauci, head of the Na-
tional Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
(NIAID), sounded a warning saying that “widespread
appearance of dengue in the continental United States
is a real possibility.” He and his co-author Dr. David
M. Morens call dengue, “among the most important
reemerging infectious diseases.” As an answer to that
threat, NIAID has allocated $33.2 million for nearly
60 dengue research projects with the goal of devel-
oping the necessary medical tools to fight the dis-
ease.

While there is always reason for hope, U.S. health
agencies are facing a shrinking brain trust with many

See Dengue,  Page 24

Who: Everyone—children, teens, adults, families, pets!
What: 5k non-competitive walk
When: Saturday, November 1, 2008 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Where: Lake Fairfax Park, 1400 Lake Fairfax Drive, Reston, VA
How: Register online at www.WalkLikeMadd.org (select “Fairfax, VA”)

• Be a Team Captain! • Bring Your Dog! • Win Prizes!
• FREE Food! • Fun Activities!
For more information, contact: Karen Horowitz
Karen.horowitz@madd.org • Phone: 703-379-1135

Walk Like MADD 2008
Saturday, November 1, 2008

We need your help now more than ever!
Drunk driving crashes continue to kill and

seriously injure too many people. Survivors,
friends and family are left with years of

emotional, medical, legal and financial struggles.
It’s time to eliminate drunk driving!

Sponsored by

�

�

The
art of
being
wise
is the
art of
know-
ing
what to
over-
look.

—William
James
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Celebration
Of History

History

T
he museum community of Alexandria and their friends
gathered at the Torpedo Factory Arts Center Saturday
night to celebrate the  varied history of Alexandria, to
pay tribute to retiring Senator John Warner and to raise

money to continue with its work of preservation, restoration and
education. The gala, a first was the idea of Mayor Bill Euille and the
proceeds will benefit the Alexandria Archaeology Museum; the Al-
exandria Archives and Records Center; the Alexandria Association;
the Alexandria Black History Museum; The Athenaeum; Carlyle
House Historic Park; Gadsby’s Tavern Museum; Fort Ward Museum
and Historic Site; Friendship Firehouse Museum; Historic Alexan-
dria Foundation; Lee-Fendall House Museum and Garden; The Ly-
ceum; Northern Virginia Urban League Freedom House; and the
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum.

The evening began with cocktails at the river and tours of the
Godspeed, dinner and dancing. Occupying centerstage was an on-
going black and white slide show of Alexandria’s history from a
13,000-year-old spear point, to a sit-in at the Barrett Library to many
of the historic structures that still exist. The show, and all the other
visuals were created by Twig Murray

Honorary guest Senator John Warner is congratulated for his years of service to the state
and the country by Mayor Bill Euille.
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ACVA director Stephanie Brown and Mt.
Vernon Estate executive director Jim Rees.

Paul Murphy, a
member of the
Alexandria Pipes
and Drums, leads
the guests into
dinner at the Tor-
pedo Factory.

Guests at the historic gala listen as the mayor reads a proclamation from City Council in honor of
Senator Warner.

Special guest
speaker, Dwight

Young, senior
Communications
Associate at the

National Trust
for Historic

Preservation.
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Community

Chief Deputy Tim Gleeson of the Alexandria Sheriff’s Office received the
City’s Star Award for his meritorious service during the Virginia TechHonored

P
h
o

t
o

 
c
o

n
t
r
i
b
u
t
e
d

shootings. Mayor William D. Euille presented the proclamation during the City Council
meeting on Sept. 23. Gleeson was honored for “going beyond the call of duty in the
assistance students in Blacksburg.” At left his Gleeson’s wife Pamela. Gleeson joined
the sheriff’s office on Nov. 4, 2006 after retiring as an Alexandria police officer for 25
years. He is a native of Alexandria, graduating from Bishop Ireton High School. He is a
1981 graduate of St. Francis College (Pa.).
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Fete at the Fort
S

aturday evening the Friends of Fort Ward hosted a fete honoring the City of
Alexandria for its past and present preservation at the museum and park on
West Braddock Road. Entertainment was provided by Douglas Jimerson and the
Civil War Comrades. Bill Schreiner of the Friends of Fort Ward presented the

City of Alexandria with the General John G. Barnard Defenses of Washington Preserva-
tion Award. Mayor Bill Euille accepted the award on behalf of the City. For more informa-
tion on activities at Fort Ward visit www.fortward.org

Marge Beatley talks with Fort Ward Museum assistant director Wally
Owen. Both reminisced about former Mayor Chuck Beatley and his
contributions to the city and particularly the establishing of Fort Ward
as a museum and park.

Bill Schreiner of the Friends of Fort
Ward, director of the Office of
Historic Alexandria J. Lance
Mallamo, director of Fort Ward
Museum and Park Susan Cumby,
Mayor Bill Euille, Vice Mayor Del
Pepper and Alexandria City Man-
ager Jim Hartmann.

Phil and Nicole Gib-
bons and John and
Rose Marie Favors.
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CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-785-8976

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI, SYNOD…703-549-0155
MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406
DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088

FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-836-7332

ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED METHODEST...703-780-4696
WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Highlight Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

See Taylor Run,  Page 22

Neighborhoods

Old Town
Our Southern Exposure - A gran-

diose development plan that
would forever change the texture
of the south most entry to Old
Town — complete with soaring
towers and huge structures — may
be finally coming down to earth,
literally.

The month of October should
give ‘Towners a clearer picture of
mega-developer Giuiseppe
Cecchi’s latest plan that would
determine what visitors first see as
they approach Old Town on the
George Washington Parkway.
Cecchi and his IDI company are
calling their latest effort “Plan B.”
And many ‘Towners are breathing
a sigh of relief.

The developer’s original plan, all
but nixed by city fathers (and
mothers), called for some 300-plus
luxury condominiums on the
Hunting Terrace site already
owned by Cecchi. The roughly
seven acre site also was slated to
receive two 15-story towers — a
proposal that sent ‘Towners and
the ghost of George Washington to
the moon or beyond and far higher
than the five-story limit for build-
ings in that part of town.

Sensing that the Planning Com-
mission and the Board of Architec-

tural Review would never buy the
“Twin Towers” scenario, Cecchi
late last month cited what he
called “Plan B.” This effort would
have four five-story buildings with
a total of 322 high-end condos that
would seem to comply with city
restrictions. “This new project is
our Plan B,” Cecchi was quoted.
“We’re playing by the rules with
this.”

Cecchi did not say why his com-
pany was now “playing by the
rules,” or what, precisely, that
means. Off the table, for now, is
Cecchi’s original plan to buy Hunt-
ing Point on the Potomac and pre-
serve about 530 units of the build-
ing for affordable housing. That
property, directly across the park-
way from Hunting Terrace, is now
owned by the Virginia Department
of Transportation, which plans to
sell it in three or four years.

VAN-ism of the Month - As regu-
lar readers of this column well
know, we like to keep you up to
speed on the latest views of our
favorite Old Town watchdog, ar-
biter, bulldozer and truly engaged
citizen — Townsend “Van Van” Van
Fleet (somehow I always get one
too many “Vans” in his name.

Anyhow, Van’s most recent
smackdown centered on three of

his favorite targets — the Alexan-
dria Chamber of Commerce, the
Alexandria Convention and Visi-
tors Association and the Alexan-
dria Hotel Association. Says Van
Fleet (among many other asser-
tions): “Their desires are stated in
the Chamber’s July 24 letter to the
Mayor in which they essentially
rejected every proposed recom-
mendation proffered by the citi-
zens of Old Town. In essence, it
was the business community’s way
or the highway.

“This is real democracy in ac-
tion! Where is the due process?
ACVA is funded as a public/private
partnership at a cost of $2.5 mil-
lion annually. We, the taxpayers
fund their operation, so you would
think that their first allegiance
would be to the citizens. Not so.
They could care less about the citi-
zens’ desires. This organization
ought to be abolished as it is an
impediment to our existence...”

A disclosure, sort of: I served on
what was then the Alexandria
Convention and Visitors Board
several years ago. Van makes some
valid points.

Gadsby’s Fall Events - Here is a
brief look at the calendar of events
for Gadsby’s Tavern Museum fall
events: Tavern Toddlers, Oct. 20
and 27, 7 p.m.; John Yagerline

Lecture Series, Oct. 8 and 15, 7
p.m.; Tea with Martha Washing-
ton, Oct. 19, 3 to 4:30 p.m.; GTMS
Annual Meeting Oct. 20, 6:30
p.m.; GTMS Murder Mystery, Oct.
11, 7 p.m.;
HistoricAlexandriaALIVE, Sundays
through October, noon-5 p.m.

 - Bob Feldkamp

Seminary Valley
If you need to get in the mood

for the coming election season,
look no further than our own com-
munity. On Wednesday, Oct. 22,
from 7- 9 p.m., the BSVCA will
hold its Quarterly Meeting and
Annual Elections at the Beatley
Central Library. All BSVCA mem-
bers who have paid their 2008
dues are eligible to vote, and it will
be possible for people to renew
their dues at the meeting. (If you
are not sure whether you have
paid your 2008 dues, you can con-
tact Sissy Walker, the BSVCA Mem-
bership Secretary, at
sissy.walker@bsvca.net .) The
slate of candidates includes:

President, Geoff Goodale, 1st

Vice President, Joe Grigg, 2nd Vice
President, Jon Sargeant, Secretary,
Judy Cooper, Membership Secre-
tary, Christin Nolan, Treasurer,
Kristin Stone, Parliamentarian,

Marianne Hetzer, Member-at-
Large, Kathleen Burns, Caitlin
Engelberg, Randy Krause, Mary
Armistead (Armi) Mack and Adam
Firestone.

The meeting’s featured speaker
is Gregg Hamm, Regional Vice
President and General Manager
for General Growth Properties
(one of the three main property
owners at Landmark Mall). Mr.
Hamm will share GGP’s vision for
the redevelopment of the Land-
mark area.

Belated congratulations to
neighbor B.J. Sullivan who re-
ceived the Alexandria Park and
Recreation Commission’s 2008
CIVIC Award, recognizing B.J.’s 20
years of service to Alexandria. B.J.
was recognized especially for her
work protecting Alexandria’s
green and open spaces.

We have a beautiful space in our
own neighborhood to protect: the
Holmes Run Park. This year’s Fall
Cleanup will be held on Nov. 1
from 10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. rain or
shine. Mary Zoeter continues her
role as coordinator of this great
activity; you can reach her at
anmintwk@verizon.net for further
information.

Many West End teens are in-
volved with the T.C. Williams High
School Marching Band. The Band
recently received some of its high-
est scores at its first fall competi-
tion. The band competed at the
USSBA Mid-Atlantic Clinic and
Preview in Westminster, Maryland
under the direction of their new
director, Brian Thomas. (Vaughan
Ambrose, our neighbor, has re-
turned to Hammond Middle
School to get the Admirals ready
to be Titans.) What you may not
know is how many Seminary Val-
ley parents head up the band
boosters. Yours truly serves as
Uniform Manager. Marilyn Horner
is doing double duty as Band Sec-
retary for T.C. and Hammond.
Kristin Stone co-chaired this past
weekend’s Band Tag Day. And Sue
and Joe Kelly continue to support
the band with needle, thread and
hammer even though son Drew
has departed T.C.  Come out to T.C.
for homecoming this Saturday to
see the Marching Titans in their
award-winning performance.

—Mia Jones

mamamiajones@gmail.com

703-823-5261

Taylor Run
Greetings, friends and neigh-

bors: my cat Sam and I have re-
turned from a long vacation at the
beach (it took three people and
two hours to get him in his travel
cage- next time he gets a tranquil-
lizer). I do hope you will call me
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Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage
the patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for
surgery. I regard him as one of the premier dentists in the
non-surgical management of TMJ Disorders.”
—Dr. Joseph Arzadon

“Very professional environment, excellent level of service,
up-to-date dental technology.” — Anne

“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my
concerns seriously.” — Mary 

“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop
relationships with  your patients.” — Kim

“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat
your patients with respect and courtesy in a way that  is
extremely rare.” — Nancy

Trusted Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.

Cosmetic Dental Services:
• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• In Office Whitening
• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually
  painless anesthesia

Unique Dental Services:
• Dental Sleep Appliance
• Computer Preview of New Smile

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere
• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
   during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with
  Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
  Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile
  Magazine & TMJ News-n-Views

Testimonials
Michael B. Rogers, DDS

Dennis J. Holly, DMD
4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDentaal.com

16-Week Ultimate

Body Transformation

48

300 North Washington St.
Suite 106

Alexandria, VA
703-683-0777

www.ftalexandria.com

Busy Grandmother and Local
Alexandria Resident,

Susan Lichtenstein
has already Lost 27lbs!

Susan says:

“There is no excuse for

neglecting your health, at 62

I’m fit as ever with energy

and strength to match!”

Now hiring Full and Part time Personal Trainers

10% off
Mid-day

work outs

E-mail announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Call Rebecca Halik
at 703-917-6407 with questions.

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 6510 Fort Hunt Road, is host-
ing a Blessing of the Animals on Oct. 5
at 2 p.m. Refreshments will be provided.
703-765-5003.

Beverley Hills Community
United Methodist Church, 3512 Old
Dominion Blvd., will hold a Blessing of
the Animals service on Sunday, Oct. 5 at
5 p.m. All animals and their humans are
invited to participate.

First Church of Christ, Scientist
of Alexandria will present an impor-
tant talk by nationally-known speaker
and prayer-based healer Don
Wallingford on Friday, Oct. 10 at noon
and again on Saturday, Oct. 11 at 2 p.m.
Both events will take place at Market
Square, 301 King St. Free. Call the Al-
exandria Christian Science Reading
Room at 703-683-0129.

Friends and neighbors of
Aldersgate Church are invited to
bring their pets to the annual Blessing
of the Animals on Saturday, Oct. 4, at
10 a.m. on the church front lawn at the
corner of Collingwood and Ft. Hunt
Roads. This will be a wonderful oppor-
tunity to celebrate the animals who
share our lives. 703-765-6555.

On Sunday, Oct. 5 at 2 p.m. in the
courtyard of St. James Episcopal
Church, 5614 Old Mill Road, the An-
nual Blessing of the Animals will take
place. Everyone is invited to come and
to bring their pet – cat, dog, parrot,

horse, of what have you – to be blessed
by Father Kris Kramer, priest of St.
James. Besides a blessing of the animals,
there be a pet parade and even “paw
and finger foods.” Visit
www.stjamesmv.org or 703-780-3081.

The Diocese of Arlington runs a
series of Masses and Prayer Services for
healing for victims/survivors of sexual
abuse. The Prayer Services include a
survivor’s sharing of their abuse and ef-
forts to heal. Both the Masses and Prayer
Services are followed by a reception.

*Tuesday, Nov. 18. Mass at 7:30 p.m.,
St. Mary, 310 South Royal St. Alexan-
dria

Take part in an Ecumenical Bible
Study on Thursday mornings Oct. 9
through Nov. 13 from 9:30-11:30 a.m.
at Messiah Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 6510 Fort Hunt Road. Free.

St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church,
8531 Riverside Road has a group of
moms and pre-school kids that meets
every Wednesday morning at 9 a.m. for
coffee, muffins, and fellowship and
moves into the church at 9:30 a.m. to
take part in the Day School’s chapel ser-
vice. 703-360-4220.

Convergence: A Creative Com-
munity of Faith at 1801 N. Quaker
Lane, gathers each Sunday at 5 p.m. for
a worship gathering. All are welcome.
Visit www.convergenceccf.net, or call
703-998-6260.

First Church of Christ, Scientist,
1509 Collingwood Road, Mount
Vernon, is now holding Wednesday
evening meetings at 7 p.m. Everyone is
welcome. For more information call
703-768-2494.

The Vajrayogini Buddhist Cen-
ter offers classes in Buddhist
Meditation at the Meade Memorial Epis-
copal Church, 322 North Alfred St. in
Alexandria. Classes are held on Tuesday
evenings from 7-8:30 p.m. Buddhist
Nun Kelsang Varahi will be teaching.
$10/class. For more information visit
www.meditation-dc.org or call 202-331-
2122.

Beth El Hebrew Congregation
holds services at 8:15 p.m. on Fridays
and 10:30 a.m. on Saturdays. Religious
school is on Wednesdays evening and
Sunday mornings. Adult learning oppor-
tunities take place throughout the year.
Tot Shabbat on first and third Satur-
days. Kolot Shabbat (musical service)
the first Friday of every month at 7:30
p.m. Beth El is located at 3830 Seminary
Road in Alexandria.  For more informa-
tion on the learning opportunities or
services, call 703-370-9400 or visit
www.bethelhebrew.org.

Good Shepherd Catholic
Church, located at 8710 Mount Vernon
Highway in Alexandria is offering a
“Coming Home” process at 7:30 p.m.
on the first and third Mondays of each
month to ask questions, get an update
on the church, and to help decide if it’s
time to reconnect with parish life. Con-
tact Rob Doerschner at 703-822-0523.

The Church also offers an 8-week
Intro to the Catholic Faith Series
for people thinking about joining the
faith and Catholics who want a “re-
fresher” course on its fundamental
teachings. The classes meet Sundays
through Oct. 26 from 10:15-11:15 a.m.
in the Church’s Parlor Lounge. To sign
up or for information contact Cynthia
Drury at 703-780-4055, cynthia@gs-
cc.org.

Faith

Now!
1,000s
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and
more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Photo
Galleries
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From Page 20

Taylor Run

up at 548-8165 with anything you want printed in this column.

GRACE CHURCH CELEBRATES
153 years ago some of the parishioners of Christ Church, the only

Episcopal Church in Alexandria at the time, decided to start a free
church, one with no pew rents, a revolutionary idea then. Grace Church
has flourished and grown to more than 1,000 members

The splendidly congenial people who now attend threw a party to
celebrate the founders, bringing excellent food, wine, and the Grace
Church Follies.

GUEST SPEAKER
The Rev. Dr. Francis Wade, formerly rector of St. Alban’s at the Na-

tional Cathedral spoke to us about stewardship.

WHO WAS THERE
Rector Robert Malm, Associate Rector Caroline Kramer, Jean Reed,

Nancy and Evan Robinson, Jackson Fray, Anne Berry, Dabney and Jim
Holloway, Barbara Spahr, and Barry Barr were there.

Valerie and Richard Eudy, Nancy and Dan Macklin (she speaking
warmly of daughter Sally’s show now at the Blueberry Gallery on Mt.
Vernon Ave.), Winnie Samuda, Colin Rushing, Rosallen McMath,
Michael Jones, Stu Perry, Tricia Bamford, Lenore Funkhouser, and Jo
Belser were also present.

Lucy Lee Reed, Gary Carter, and Charlie Iovino were among the hard-
working kitchen crew.

Enjoying the whole thing was Jennifer Andrews-Weckerly friom Dela-
ware, who will be the seminarian for Grace this year.

 The entire gathering threw themselves into singing, to the tune of
Edelweiss, a song about stewardship, and a calypso about the difficul-
ties of recruiting volunteers.

— Lois Kelso



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  October 2-8, 2008  ❖  23www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



24  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  October 2-8, 2008 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Special Services:
All requests for reasonable

accommodation due to a disability
should be made to the Registrar of

Voters with at least a 48 hour notice.
Call 703-838-4050

TTY number for hearing impaired
persons is 703-838-5056.

Alexandria Electoral Board
Anna Leider, Secretary

Donald E. Ledwig, Chairman
Peter Newbould, Vice Chair
Voter Registration Office

132 N. Royal Street, Suite 100
703-838-4050

Fax: 703-838-6449
www.alexandriavoter.org

To vote absentee by mail:
� Download the application from
www.alexandriavoter.org, or
� Contact the Voter Registration
Office and ask for an absentee
application
Return your completed application:
� By Mail to Voter Registration Office
� By Fax to 703-838-6449

Deadlines:
� Mailed or faxed absentee appli-
cation must be received by
Tues, October 28, at 5 pm
� Return mailed Absentee Ballot
by Election Day, Tues Nov. 4, 7 pm

To vote absentee in person:
Vote absentee in person at the
Office of Voter Registration
132 North Royal Street, Suite 100

In-Person Absentee Voting Hours:
� Monday thru Friday, 8 am to 5 pm
Week day evenings:
� Monday, Oct 20, until 7:30 pm
� Wed, Oct 22, until 7:30 pm
� Thurs, Oct 23, until 7:30 pm
� Mon, Oct 27, until 7:30 pm
� Tue, Oct 28, until 7:30 pm
� Saturdays, 8 am to 5 pm
� October, 4, 11, 18, 25 and Nov 1

Deadline for in-person absentee voting:
� Saturday, Nov 1, at 5 pm

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
Presidential Election
November 4, 2008

VOTER REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Voter Registration Deadline

Monday, October 6, 2008, 5:00 PM
Virginians 18 and over may apply to register to vote by mail or in person.
To register by mail, applications are available at:

✓ www.alexandriavoter.org
✓ Alexandria Post Offices
✓ Voter Registration Sites listed below
✓ Call 703-838-4050 to request an application by mail
✓ October 6 - postmark deadline for the Presidential Election

In Person, at the following Voter Registration Sites:

Voter Registration Office
132 North Royal St, Suite 100
Monday thru Friday, 8 am to 5 pm
Saturday, Oct. 4, 8 am to 5 pm
Division of Motor Vehicles
2681 Mill Road
Monday thru Friday, 8 am to 5 pm
Saturday, 8 am to 12 noon

Citizens Assistance Office
City Hall, 301 King St
Monday thru Friday, 8 am to 5 pm

ABSENTEE VOTING INFORMATION

Registered voters in the City of Alexandria may vote by absentee ballot if
they are:
♦ away on business, vacation, active military service, or at school
♦ physically unable to go to the polls or the primary care giver for a family

member who is physically unable to go to the polls

Alexandria Libraries
♦Beatley Central Library
    5005 Duke Street
♦Burke Branch

4701 Seminary Road
♦Barrett Branch

717 Queen Street
♦Duncan Branch

2501 Commonwealth Ave
Monday thru Thursday

9 am to 9 pm
Friday, 9 am to 6 pm
Saturday, 9 am to 5 pm

Legal Notices Legal Notices

Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Au Domaine, llc trading as Au Domaine, 802 
North Fairfax St, Alexandria, VA 22314. The 

above establishment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGE CONTROL for a retail wine & beer, 
off premises; shipping & delivery license to sell 

or manufacture alcoholic beverages
Rick Raunswinder, Director

ABC LICENSE
SNSA, Inc trading as Fast Eddie’s, 6220 

Richmond Hwy, Alexandria, VA 22303. The 
above establishment is applying to the 

DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Wine and Beer & 
Mixed Beverage on Premise license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic beverages. Maria D. 

Aguilar, owner

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

IN RE ADOPTION/GUARDIANSHIP OF :

MAX H. : Case No. A15351

To Father: Brandon and/or JB/Tony (last names 
unknown); To: Kanesia Denise Hall; To: Un-
known Father and to all interested persons: You 
are hereby notified that a guardianship case has 
been filed in the Circuit Court for Montgomery 
County, Case No. A15351. All persons who be-
lieve themselves to be parents of a male child 
born on August 8, 2008 in Washington, D.C. to 
Kanesia Denise Hall (born July 6, 1982) and to 
Brandon or JB/Tony (last names and dates of 
birth unknown), shall file a written response. A 

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2008 - 7:30 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, City Hall 
Alexandria, Virginia

Information about these items may be obtained 
from the: Department of Planning and Zoning, 
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, Virgin-
ia 22314, telephone: (703) 838-4688 

Legal Notices Legal Notices

====================================
=========================

BZA CASE #2008-0031 
315 LA VERNE AVENUE 
R-2-5, RESIDENTIAL 
Karl and Lisa Eckhart, owners: Special excep-
tion to construct a covered open front porch 
18.80 feet from the front property line facing La 
Verne Avenue. If the special exception is
grant-
ed, the Board of Zoning Appeals will be grant-
ing a special exception from section 12-102(A) 
of the zoning ordinance relating to physical en-
largement of a noncomplying structure.

BZA CASE #2008-0032 
630 NORTH COLUMBUS STREET 
RB, RESIDENTIAL 
James A. Merklinger, owner:  Reapproval of a 
variance to construct a new single family dwell-
ing reducing the required open space to 360 
square feet.

BZA CASE #2008-0027 

116 E. ROSEMONT AVENUE 
RB, RESIDENTIAL 
Ricardo A. Hendi and Silvia Burstein-Hendi, 
owners: Variance to construct a second story 
rear open deck reducing the required open 
space to 436 square feet. If the variance is 
granted, the Board of Zoning Appeals will be 
granting a variance from section 12-102(A) of 
the zoning ordinance relating to physical en-
largement of a noncomplying structure.

Alexandria Board of Architectural Review
Old & Historic Alexandria District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
====================================
=========================
A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria 
Board of Architectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, OCTOBER 15, 2008 beginning at 7:30 
PM in Council Chambers, second floor of City 
Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications: 

CASE BAR2008-0131
Request for approval of signage at 101 King St,
zoned KR King Street Retail. 
APPLICANT: Dorota Gorzala

CASE BAR2008-0162
Request for approval of demolition/encapsula-
tion at 811 S. Columbus St, zoned RM Resi-
dential. 
APPLICANT:  Robert Bentley Adams & Associ-
ates

CASE BAR2008-0163
Request for approval of addition/alterations at
811 S. Columbus St, zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT:  Robert Bentley Adams & Associ-
ates

CASE BAR2008-0164
Request for approval of alterations at 315 S. 
Columbus St, zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT:  Robert Bentley Adams & Associ-
ates

CASE BAR2008-0165
Request for approval of demolition/encapsula-
tion at 833 S. Fairfax St, zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT:  Stephanie Dimond

CASE BAR2008-0166
Request for approval of addition/alterations at
833 S. Fairfax St, zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT:  Stephanie Dimond

CASE BAR2008-0173
Request for Waiver of Vision Clearance Re-
quirement at 833 S. Fairfax St, zoned RM Resi-
dential. 
APPLICANT:  Stephanie Dimond

CASE BAR2008-0167
Request for approval of alterations at 219 S. 
Royal St, zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT:  John Huling

CASE BAR2008-0168
Request for approval of alterations at 408 N. 
Union St, zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT:  Elizabeth Reno & Roy Wuchitech

CASE BAR2008-0169
Request for approval of alterations at 728 S. 
Lee St, zoned RM Residential. 
APPLICANT:  Richard Metzer & Patricia Tracey

CASE BAR2008-0170
Request for approval of signage at 119 S. 
Washington St, zoned CD Commercial. 
APPLICANT:  TD Bank, NA

Information about the above item(s) may be ob-
tained from the Department of Planning and 
Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 2100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 
838-4666

Legal Notices Legal Notices

copy of the show cause order may be obtained 
from the clerk’s office at the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, Maryland, 50 Maryland 
Avenue, Rockville, Maryland 20850 and tele-
phone number: 240-777-9422. If you do not file 
a written objection within 30 days from the later 
of (A) the date that this Notice is published in a 
newspaper or (B) the last day that this Notice is 
published on the Maryland Department of Hu-
man Resources website, you will have agreed 
to the permanent loss of your parental rights to 
this child.

DAJAUN ROSS
5/20/74-9/24/91 (Past 17 yrs)

Gone but not forgotten, 
We love and miss you! 

Your Family

From Page 9

Letters To the Editor

more children with access to
preschool? Are there unused pock-
ets of space that may not be on
our radar screen? We are in search
of a space of at least 1,500 square
feet that we could use on week-
day mornings, preferably with a
nearby playground and parking
lot.

Preschools are critical to our
community, ensuring that children
arrive in elementary school pre-
pared and excited to learn. Wor-
ries about the dearth of slots, the
number of children on waiting
lists, and the lack of inexpensive

alternatives have become peren-
nial topics of discussion among
Alexandria’s families. If Valley
Drive does not find a new home,
those problems only become
worse. We are determined to find
a new place to be. We will do ev-
erything we can to avoid shutting
our doors.  With the input and
ideas from the members of our
great community, we know we can
continue to help our city’s chil-
dren. Please feel free to contact us
at 703-379-6918.

With many thanks,

Kelley Maierhofer, president
Leslie Cox, co-president

From Page 10

Opinion

esteemed researchers and other
medical professionals approaching
retirement age. This brain drain
combined with the ongoing na-
tional shortage of public health
professionals could set the U.S.
scientific community back several
years in developing new methods
for the prevention and treatment
of diseases like dengue fever, can-
cer and HIV/AIDS, to name a few.

Issues like these need to be at
the top of the political agenda.
Research (and common sense)
tells us that money spent on pre-
venting disease saves lives. Sena-
tors McCain and Obama need to
move health research to the tops
of their agendas. A recent poll
shows that 85 percent of Ameri-
can adults agree that the presiden-
tial candidates should participate
in a debate on how science can be

used to help tackle America’s ma-
jor challenges. The poll found no
difference between Democrats and
Republicans on this question. A
majority also agree that scientific
innovations are improving our
standard of living. Senators
McCain and Obama need to agree
to a debate on health and medical
issues — there’s even a mechanism
in place, ScienceDebate 2008.

If they don’t, more and more
people — Americans and global
citizens alike — will have stories
like mine to share, but many won’t
have such happy endings. And it
doesn’t have to be this way.

 Ann Andrews Morris, who lives in
Arlington with her husband Bob,
works for Research!America, the
nation’s largest not-for-profit public
education and advocacy alliance
which is headquartered in Alexan-
dria.

Dengue Hits Home

Write
The Gazette Packet welcomes views on any public issue.

The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed.
Include home address and home and business numbers. Letters are

routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor
Gazette Packet

Attention: Mary Anne Weber

Call: 703-917-6431.
By e-mail: maweber@connectionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

ADMIN ASST/RECEPTIONIST
Professional Recept w/strong admin 

skills needed for multi-tenant building in 
Old Town Alex. Must be good on the 
phones, fully proficient in MS office & 

able to multi-task. Fax resume with sal 
history to 703-340-1642.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
RECRUITMENT DEPARTMENT

Full time opportunity for organized, cus-
tomer oriented admin assistant in North 
Old Town office. We seek responsible 
person to support field based recruiters 
with job postings, mailings and many 
employment related tasks. Experience 
with MicroSoft Office Package, posting 
vacancies to internet and resume mining 
required. Previous business office ex-
perience preferred. Excellent office en-
vironment, free parking, benefits and 
time off plan for full time employees.
Please call Julie at SunDance 
Rehabilitation, 703-684-1004 or fax 
resume to 703-684-4993. EOE. 

ASSISTANT TEACHER
Alexandria Child Development Center 

seeks assistant teacher. Must be 
nurturing, dependable, and experienced 
in developmentally appropriate practi-

ces. CDA or equivalent required. 
Eng/Spanish preferred. Fax resume to 

703-548-0082 

AAUUTTOO  RREEPPAAIIRR

General Service Technician
2 years experience

Competitive Pay and Benefits
Call Wayne at 703-971-4111

CASHIERS WANTED

Franconia Sunoco
Competitive Pay and Benefits
Call Wayne at 703-971-4111

Are you looking to
Start a Career?

NOW HIRING
Entry Level Technicians

No Experience Necessary!
Central Services will teach you

everything that you need to know to
become a Master Heating & Air

Conditioning Technician.  We have
an awesome training program that

gives you the opportunity to
GET PAID

while you learn.

Apply Now
www.gocentral.com

Master Heating Air
Conditioning Technician

GET PAID

No Experience Necessary!

COMPANION CARE
Part-time to possible full-time.  Flexible 
hours - day, night or live-in: help 
elderly/disabled with basics like transporta-
tion, cooking, cleaning, companionship. 
Not medical.  Medicare & social security 
contribution, employer-assisted benefits, tax 
witholding, bonuses.  CAR REQUIRED. 
VA/DC/MD.  (703) 839-2545, (301) 650-
4169;  www.careforyou.us

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Train for a career in Criminal Justice at 

Westwood College. Call 888-605-2244. 
today to receive your free 

Career Success Kit!  
www.westwood.edu/locations

CRUISE TRAVEL AGENTS
Full time travel agents with solid experi-

ence selling cruise-tours (especially  
Alaska) can earn large income (salary + 
comm) with benefits. No cold calls - we 

provide quality leads for upscale Holland 
America products. 38 years in business, 
located on the river in Old Town Alexan-

dria. Fax resume to 703-684-7060.

ELDER CARE
Exp’d, reliable, honest care nurse or caregiv-
er.  Will take care of your loved seniors at 
home and help you save on the high cost of 
agencies.  Please call Luce 703-879-6165 

EXPERIENCED MEDICAL 
RECEPTIONIST

For Busy Endocrine Office in Mount 
Vernon. Approx 36-40 Hours per week. 
Full time Position. Please fax resumes 
to 703-360-0263, Attn: Diann Weaver.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR

F/T for Alex, VA apartment community.  
Need 5 years maint supervisor exper.  Must 
have HVAC certification.  Company willing 
to pay top dollar for right person!!  Excellent 

benefits   package   too!     EOE.    Email:
manager511@habitatamerica.com

with subject 511.

Nannies needed  to start ASAP,
$15-$20/hr, legal, drive. 

703-779-7999
nanniesbynature.com

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

P/T SALES ASSOCIATE

Local builder/developer is seeking a 
part-time Sales Associate for our Sales 
Center located in Alexandria, Virginia.
This position requires someone who is 
energetic, people oriented and a self 
starter with computer experience.
Knowledge in real estate is a plus. Will 
be required to work 3 days a week and 
occasional weekends if desired. Please 
call   Laurie   at   703-272-2664   or   fax 
resume to 703-503-0577. EEO

SALES PERSON
Part-time • Top Salary

Excellent working conditions.
Flexible hours. No nights/Sundays.

Requirements: retail clothing experience, ener-
getic, mature, pleasant personality, fluent English

Call Mrs. Shipe Between 11am & 4pm
MAE’S DRESS BOUTIQUE

703-356-6333 • McLean, Virginia

Ladies Apparel

Open Positions:

Building Operations Manager
Project Accountants

and
Electricians

Seeking Licensed or Non Licensed Electricians with
5-7 years commercial experience to work in the

Maryland, Virginia and DC area.

Qualified candidates should send their resume to
leslie.anderson@mcdean.com. Or call anytime and

leave a message: 571-262-1695

COLLEGE
STUDENTS

& ‘08 H.S. GRADS
SUMMER WORK!

$17.00 Base-Appt, FT/PT,
Sales/Svc, No Exp Nec,

All Ages 17+, Conditions Apply
703-359-7600

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Annandale/Residential NEEDS person 
to take repair calls from tenants & coor-

dinate work with vendors. Requires  
knowledge of home repairs & good com-
munication skills.  Salary commensurate 
with experience, good benefit package. 
Send resume to evelyn@ppmnva. com

or fax 703-642-3619.

SNOWPLOW CONTRACTORS
Looking for snowplow contractors with 
equipment to service commercial prop-
erties.  Call 410-421-9557,  9am - 4pm.

STOREKEEPER
We seek a responsible person to take 

control of our high value industrial inven-
tory. Individual must be able to: lift a 

good amount of weight, able to drive a 
forklift, and be comfortable w/comput-
ers. Interested individuals please fax 
resume to ATTN:HR 703-751-2567 or 
email to dheinen@covantaenergy.com

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

POSITIONS WANTED

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Call John Lovaas, 703-917-
6405 or email internship@connection
newspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Call 703.582.2110
For Additional Services

see our website:
www.Petesdriveways.com

Asphalt, Concrete and Brick
Residential and Commercial

Resurfacing, Repair, Resealing
Sidewalks, steps, Patios
7AM – 11PM • 7 Days/wk

Pete’s Driveways
www.PetesDriveways.com

ASPHALT ASPHALT

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

“Call For Special Promotions”

Countertops, Floors, Cabinet
Replacements & Refinishing, Cust.

Painting, Complete Interior Remodeling

Free Estimates • Excellent References
Call Thomas Martins
703-327-1889

Established 1988

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Amazonia Inc. 
Lawn & landscape

Weekly and bi-weekly mowing, 
edging, trimming, aeration, 

overseeding, clean up mulching 
small tree removal
703-799-4379

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles
•Repairs •Reroofs
•Flat Roofs
Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

KC’s Cleaning
Service for your home 
condo or apt. Weekly 

bi-weekly or 1 time only.  
Lic & Ins. Your satisfaction 

is our priority.
call for free estimate

571-426-2489

CONCRETE

RATCLIFF
CONSTRUCT. 

CO.
Concrete & Brick  
Stone Specialist

Additions & Basemnts 
4th Generation,

Class A Lic & Ins 
Free Est.

800-820-1404

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$100  half cord
$190  full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

LAWN SERVICE

Group Rates Avail.!

PINNACLE
SERVICES, INC.

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

703-354-4333

20 YEARS EXP.

• Wood Replace & Wrapping
• Pressure Washing,
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

metrogutter.com

HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne

Light Electrical • Plumbing 
• Bathroom Renovation •  

Ceramic Tile • Drywall 
Repair

703-922-4190
www.rclhomerepairs.com

Licensed        Insured

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

The
PLANTSMAN
Maintenance, Planting,

Design
18 Yrs., Hort. Certified

703.329.1908
Free Estimates

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

LAWN SERVICE

 Aeration,
Fertilizing, Sod,

Leaf removal,
Over seeding,

Handyman work
Licensed            Insured

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or

703-328-2270

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

GUTTER

GUTTER

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY
PERCY EDWARD UHLINGER
On September 20, 2008. Devoted husband of Inez Uhlinger. 
He is also survived by one daughter, Cynthia Bartorillo of Bed-
ford, VA. The family will receive friends at home on Sunday, 
Oct 12 from 2-5pm in lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to Alzheimers Family Day Center, 2812 Old Lee Hwy, suite 
210, Fairfax, VA 22031. Interment was at Arlington National 
Cemetery, Arlington, VA on Tuesday, September 30, 2008.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.   Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better way
to fill your

employment
openings

•Target your best job
candidates
where they live.

•Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

•Proven readership.

•Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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3 RE for Rent

UPDATED SFH 4B/3B
(Fair Oaks)Updates: kitchen, 
baths, wood floors, closets, 
siding & windows. FR w/FP. 

Garage,fenced yard. 
Community tennis courts. 

Pool incl for '09. 5 min to FO 
Mall, Fairlakes and 66. Walk 

to schools/shops. 
703-893-7083

12 Commercial Lease

Alexandria 711 King St new 
renovation, 2 suites, 2nd fl 

1600 sf & 3rd fl 1700 sf, $20 
psf net. Nancy 301-441-3434 

x101

OLD TOWN ALEX 2,500 SF 
2nd fl ofc 105 S Columbus at 

King. 301-441-3434 x101
CRC COMMERCIAL

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

Giant yard sale, Washington 
Farm UM church, 3921 Old 
Mill Rd. Alex. Sat. 10/4, 8-2 

Neighborhood yard sale, 
Sat 10/4, 8-noon, Linton Lane, 

Sword, Leo, Hoover, Parry 
Something for all! 

29 Misc. for Sale

FLUTE Gemeinhardt  
solid silver flute $500. 

Call Lisa 571-633-0682

Hardwood Artisans Twin 
Loft bed, solid oak w/ upgrade 
English Oak stain (looks great 
with antiques) Solid hardwood 
decking (no slats), allows for 
young children-college age 
and easier to make. 5 step 

ladder allows for small 
children. Perfect condition, 

2 years old, 
retails for $1725 new 

www.hardwoodartisan.com, 
For Sale $600, phone 

703-868-1461

100 Music

Piano Lessons-
your home

Guitar, Clarinet, Flute, 
Saxophone, Drums +

more
Serving Northern Va.

Traveling Teachers
703-385-8229

We tune pianos too!

101 Computers

bob@rstarcomputerman.com
703-535-3254
ComputerMan

for Individuals &
Small Businesses

PERSONAL
COMPUTER
SERVICES

✓ Advice on Equipment
✓ Set Up and Configuration
✓ Installation
✓ Troubleshooting
✓ Tutorials and Instruction
✓ General Help

115 Childcare Wanted

Afterschool Childcare req. 
3:30-7, must have car & speak 
English Refs req, start Immed. 
703-619-1849 Mt Vernon area

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18

Connection Newspapers are now

available on our Web Site in PDF format,

page by page, identical to our weekly

newsprint editions, including print

advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS
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Note: Due to space limitations, the crossword may not appear from

time to time. In that case, you may look on our Web site:
www.connectionnewspapers.com and click on the “Print Editions” button.

It should appear in a newspaper from a different Classifieds zone.

SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT!
Be the first person to fax in the correct crossword

puzzle answers each week, and we’ll put your name
here! Fax the completed puzzle, with your name, the

puzzle number, and the time and date of the fax, to the
Crossword Puzzle Desk, fax #703-917-0998!

From Page 1

News

Center,” Scholz said.
“The Mark Center site resolves security

issues, improves space requirements and
mission relationships, and minimizes
changes to existing living, working, and
quality of life issues,” Eastin said.

That was buttressed by James Turkel, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, who led the evalu-
ation team on site selection. “Mark Center
minimizes to the greatest extent practicable
disruption of current commuting needs and
mission coordination requirements of the
workers. It will also require little or no
change in contractor support relationships,
as well as changes to residency or schools
requirements for workers,” Turkel said.

THAT ASSESSMENT was not shared by
Fairfax County Lee District Supervisor Jef-
frey McKay. “This decision is not only dev-
astating to Fairfax County but to all the
workers who are going to have to commute
to this site. This is a prime example of one
dumb land use decision after another,” he
said.

“I don’t care what kind of transportation
center they say they have or will be devel-
oping. It is not as convenient as simply hav-
ing easy access mass transit. It’s a step back-
ward on work commuting theory,” McKay
said.

“And, to make it worse they are taking
people who have been used to very conve-
nient mass transit in Crystal City and the
Pentagon and now telling them they are
going to be transferring to buses and other
modes. Everyone knows that the secret to
mass transit ridership is making it conve-
nient. The Army is doing just the opposite,”
he said.

“I also don’t know how the City of Alex-
andria can take such a lucrative piece of
real estate off their tax rolls in this economic
climate. It’s just a very bad decision all
around,” McKay said.

Alexandria Mayor William D. Euille had
a very different take. “The Department of
Defense’s decision to purchase this site and
construct a major office building complex,
within close proximity to Washington, D.C.
and the Pentagon, affirms Alexandria as one
of the top locations in the region,” he said.

“Our quality of life is unmatched in the
region, and the quality of our neighbor-
hoods, vibrancy of our commercial areas,
and low crime rate make the city a great
place to live and work. We look forward to
welcoming WHS’s employees in 2011,”
Euille said.

“It is satisfying to know that when DoD
considered many sites in Northern Virginia,
Alexandria had both of the top two private
sector sites as finalists. This demonstrates
our work in expanding Alexandria’s eco-
nomic development opportunities and cre-
ating a government responsive to those
wishing to relocate their offices,” he said.

The most philosophical about the Army’s
decision to choose Mark Center was Joseph
B. Brennan, senior vice president, Govern-
ment Investor Services for Jones Lang
LaSalle, one of the triad owners/develop-
ers of the Eisenhower Avenue Victory Cen-

ter. “We basically came in second on price,”
he said.

One of the basic BRAC requirements is
that whatever site was chosen it was to be
owned by the Army and become an exten-
sion of Fort Belvoir. “All along our strategy
has been to lease this site and not sell it.
However, during the course of negotiations
we made the Army, a purchase offer and
that price may have influenced their deci-
sion,” Brennan said, not divulging that ask-
ing price.

“But, just being in the process has helped
us with other military and government cli-
ents we have been consistently pursuing.
We were thoroughly vetted by both the
Corps of Engineers and DoD which makes
us more desirable to other federal agencies,”
he said.

The existing 600,000 square feet Victory
Center building is presently undergoing
massive renovation. There is also space on
the site for another multi-level office build-
ing plus two parking garages.

THE AREAS TWO Congressmen were split
in their reaction to the Army’s decision. U.S.
Rep. Thomas Davis, III, (R-11) “declared
victory” over the selection of Mark Center
while U.S.  Rep. James P. Moran (D-8) ex-
pressed disappointment at the Army’s fail-
ure to locate the Washington Headquarters
Services at the GSA Warehouse site.

“It helps because it reduced the number
of people who will go to the Engineering
Proving Ground facility in Springfield. The
bad news is that Mark Center is not served
by Metro. But this still represents a huge
victory for Northern Virginia commuters,”
Davis said.

“The Army’s decision was predicated
solely on meeting BRAC’s arbitrary 2011
deadline. While I’m disappointed the GSA
Warehouse was not chosen, the push to re-
develop that site will continue. A location
so close to Metro should be housing work-
ers, not documents and equipment,” Moran
said.

“Preventing the WHS from moving to the
Engineering Proving Ground benefits the
region’s commuters. Transportation studies
showed that locating the WHS there, as dic-
tated by the Army’s original plan, would
increase commuting time by two to three
hours per day,” Moran said.

Both seemed to ignore the fact that the
EPG has not been one of the actively con-
sidered sites since early Spring when the
Army, local leaders, and VDOT officials
agreed to cap the personnel being trans-
ferred there at 8,500 to prevent further ex-
acerbating traffic gridlock. That only pro-
vided for NGA, which has a personnel com-
pliment of 8,500.

“This decision again illustrates BRAC’s
impact on Fort Belvoir becoming the Na-
tional Capital Region’s home to support
military leadership. Making the Mark Cen-
ter site part of Fort Belvoir ensures we are
able to place the WHS personnel in a se-
cure facility with no leasing costs while
keeping them in close proximity to the Pen-
tagon,” said Ft. Belvoir Director of Public
Affairs, Donald N. Carr.

Army Chooses Mark Center
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Sports

District Games More Important Than Ever
With most Patriot and National District teams
off to slow starts, winning district matches
have become more vital than ever.

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette

W
hen the volleyball coaches
of  two teams under .500
declare their game against
each other the biggest of the

season, most would shrug it off to coaches
trying every way possible to motivate their
players.

In this case, T.C. Williams, led by coach
Rhea Butler, had started the year 4-5 and
were set to face off against Molly
Szychulski’s 1-10 West Potomac squad last
Thursday night. Not exactly a marquee
matchup.

But the caveat was this was each team’s
first Patriot district game, and with the way
the Northern Region volleyball season has
gone thus far, every district game counts
more than ever.

Since there is a preponderance of good
teams in the Concorde and Liberty Districts,
it has meant a litany of teams within the
Patriot and National Districts whose records
look a lot worse than the talent would sug-
gest.

Now they all must try to regain their foot-
ing with a clean district slate. With so many
teams within the same district currently on
the bottom looking up record-wise, it has
created what could turn into the most com-
petitive season in a long time.

“This is our first district game, so this is a
big one, we need a win,” Butler said before
the game.

AND IT WAS OBVIOUS just how desper-
ate each team was for that first district win,
as both the Titans and Wolverines scrapped
and clawed their way through a five-game
thriller that saw West Potomac barely sur-
vive, securing  its second victory this sea-
son, winning 25-22, 25-22, 13-25, 12-25,
16-14.

Leading the way for the Wolverines was
senior Leigh Blair who finished with 15 kills
and 18 digs. Junior Madison Tindle helped
the cause with 22 assists. The win ups West
Potomac’s record to 2-10.

Jumping out to a quick two-game lead
was a change of pace for the Wolverines,
who have too often started slowly in
matches this season.

“I’ve nicknamed us the comeback girls
because a lot of the matches we lose are in
five games,” said Szychulski, who is in her
first season as head coach at West Potomac.
“We have the potential, the aggressiveness
and when it comes down to the fifth game,
we choke. Or we get really aggressive or
our nerves get the best of us. (This) was
the first night we pushed through those
nerves to get the win.”

Although the Wolverines had just one win
coming into the match against the Titans,
most of those losses had come in close
matches to the upper echelons of Northern
Region volleyball.

But throughout the mounting losses,
Szychulski said the team was steadily im-
proving. It just didn’t show up in the win
column against a non-district slate that was

too difficult to handle effectively. Now, with
a district win under its belt, West Potomac
has confidence and momentum that could
make them a dark horse towards the end
of the season.

“I truly know that West Potomac can hang
with a ton of the topped ranked teams,”
Szychulski wrote in an email looking back
on the big win. “In the beginning of our
season we were never swept and made a
lot of people turn their heads with our
scrappy talent. … The win against TC was
not only huge for our division, but for our
confidence also.”

FOR T.C. WILLIAMS and coach Rhea
Butler, the West Potomac game followed an
all too familiar pattern for a team loaded
with talent.

The Titans dug themselves into a hole,
valiantly stormed back, only to watch as

they realized it was too little, too late. The
loss dropped T.C. Williams to 4-6 this sea-
son, and more importantly, 0-1 in the Pa-
triot District.

“It’s just not focusing,” Butler said after-
wards. “I think they looked at a team and
looked at their record and went ‘Oh they’re
1-10.’…  “I don’t think it has anything to do
with skill, it’s more a mental toughness.
When you think you’ve got it, volleyball is
so mental.”

The Titans have had plenty of time to re-
group, with no games until this
Wednesday’s district match against
Hayfield. West Potomac is back in action
Wednesday with a district game against
Falls Church.

And after battling each other and their
treacherous early-season schedules, both
teams know all too well just how impor-
tant (and how hard) securing a win can be.

Despite Injuries, Episcopal No Joke

Episcopal volleyball coach Mike
Petock and his depleted bench
during a recent win over O’Connell.
The Maroon have lost half their
team to injuries this season.

The Maroon have lost half their team to
injuries this season, but still sport a 9-2 record.

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette-Packet

L
istening to him talk about his prom-
ising Episcopal girl’s volleyball team
this season, it’s hard not to think that

coach Mike Petock might have a promising
career as a doctor.

Petock, along with his already small squad
of eight girls, have had to endure a litany
of injuries that even the coach has trouble
keeping track of.

First it was junior Chelsea Summers, who
was lost for the season after re-aggravating
an ACL injury in August. Then two weeks
ago, it was senior Katelyn Halldorson, who
was forced to sit out after injuring her foot
from overuse. Then last week, junior Sara
Shiels went down with a thumb injury.

If that weren’t enough, junior Sarah
Dillard came down with an inflamed shoul-
der this week that has put her availability

into question. The injury bug has forced
Petock to elevate three girls from Episcopal’s
JV squad — and brush up on his medical
lingo.

But despite losing half his original team,
11 matches into the season Petock and the
Maroon have lost just twice, displaying a
resiliency unbecoming of high schoolers.

Tuesday night the Maroon continued their
winning ways, scoring a 25-7, 25-14, 25-
13 victory over Holy Child

“We try to train players at whatever level
they’re on to have good skills,” Petock said of
the JV players he is now using. “And at some
point we are going to have to use them and
some have had their schedules accelerated.”

Through it all, Petock has remained even
keeled and kept his team thinking about
what’s most important: winning and hav-
ing fun. Although the injuries are nothing
to joke about, Petock, who is in his second
season at Episcopal, can’t help but laugh at

luck can be a funny thing.
“It’s almost like feast or famine,” said

Petock, noting that in his 20 years of coach-
ing he’s never had this many injuries at one
time. “It’s just a fluke, I think.”

Petock credits the play of his remaining
veterans, who have had to pick up even more
responsibility than expected, for keeping the
team on the winning track thus far. Junior
Mary Foran, who had 24 kills in Episcopal’s
25-14, 28-26, 25-13 win over O’Connell last
week, has been the catalyst and according
to Petock, should merit some consideration
in conversations about the best volleyball
players in the region. Seniors Breanna Jones
and Claire Channell have also been steady-
ing influences, particularly in integrating all
the new players to the team.

And though it has worked thus far, it’s a
safe bet Petock doesn’t want the juggled
lineups and newfound medical prowess to
turn into a career.

“We’re just going to do the best with what
we got,” Petock said. “Other girls have stepped
up trying to help those around them to im-
prove their game, so we don’t miss a beat.”

The West Potomac girl’s volleyball team is one of many in the region that
has started off the season slowly because of a tough non-district schedule.
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his team’s plight. Last year, when he had
more players on the varsity team than he
knew what to do with, the Maroon had no
major injuries.

He’s learned the hard way this season that

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
M

a
r
k
 
G

i
a
n
n
o

t
t
o

/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e



30  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  October 2-8, 2008 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Community

Freddie Mac Troubles Affect Charities

“We’re
nervous.
Whenever
there’s an
economic
downturn a
lot of non-
profits
suffer.”
— Elizabeth Page,

Falls Church-
McLean Children’s

Center

Dozens of Northern
Virginia non-profits
rely on funds from
Freddie Mac.

By David Schultz

Gazette Packet

E
arlier this month, the U.S.
Treasury took over Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac, two
mortgage lending giants

that had been financially imperiled by
the subprime lending crisis. Govern-
ment control of these two institutions
immediately sent shockwaves
throughout the country’s financial sys-
tem and foreshadowed several weeks
of meltdowns on Wall Street.

But the fallout from the collapse of
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac isn’t just

a Wall Street prob-
lem. The collapse
of these two com-
panies poses a se-
rious threat to
many local organi-
zations in North-
ern Virginia.

Freddie Mac’s
philanthropic arm,
the Freddie Mac
Foundation, was
the largest corpo-
rate funder of non-
profit organiza-
tions in the Wash-
ington D.C. re-
gion. Last year, the
foundation gave
a p p r o x i m a t e l y
$25 million to lo-
cal non-profits.

Now, many of
those organizations that had received
large parts of their operating budgets
from Freddie Mac in previous years
are facing uncertainty.

“At this point, I don’t know,” Diane
Charles responded when asked if her
group, Stop Child Abuse Now, or
SCAN, would continue to receive
funding from Freddie Mac. “I don’t
think anybody does.”

Shawn Flaherty, a Freddie Mac
Foundation spokesperson, said that all
of the foundation’s charitable dona-
tions are currently under review by the
organization’s director, James
Lockhart. No decisions have been
made yet about whether funding will
be cut, she said, and there was no
timeline for when these decisions will
be made. “We really don’t know at this
point,” she said. “It’s under review and
we haven’t made a decision yet.”

A NON-PROFIT child abuse preven-
tion group based out of Alexandria,

SCAN has had a relation-
ship with the Freddie Mac
Foundation for more than
a decade, Charles, the
group’s executive director,
said. In that time, they
have contributed between
$25,000 and $50,000 to
SCAN per year, funding
that represents approxi-
mately five percent of their
annual budget.

Charles said that if
Freddie Mac cut off its
funding to SCAN, it would
be very difficult for her or-
ganization to find the fund-
ing elsewhere. “We’ll be
really disappointed,” she
said. “That’s an important
piece of what [Freddie Mac
has] done in the commu-
nity … Relatively, it’s a very
small amount but that kind
of funding allows us to le-
verage lots of other fund-
ing and volunteers. To us,
it’s critical.”

ELIZABETH PAGE is the
director of the Falls Church-McLean
Children’s Center, a group that provides
childcare to low-income families. For the
last decade, the Freddie Mac Foundation has
given Page’s group $25,000 a year, one-
eighth of their annual operating budget.

“We’re nervous,” Page said. “Not just with
Freddie Mac but with the whole environ-
ment these days. Whenever there’s an eco-
nomic downturn a lot of non-profits suffer.”

The Falls Church-McLean Children’s Cen-
ter received its funding from Freddie Mac
in July, Page said, so they are covered for
this fiscal year. “I’m hoping by April when
we reapply [for funding] things will be
clearer,” she said. But Page said that if the
funding from Freddie Mac doesn’t come
through, they would most likely have to
layoff one of their teaching assistants.

LOUDOUN County-based INMED Partner-
ships for Children is another local non-profit
organization that relies heavily on funding
from Freddie Mac. Thirty five percent of
their annual budget – $175,000 per year
for a trio human services programs – comes
from the Freddie Mac Foundation.

Linda Pfeiffer, INMED’s President and CEO,
said that her organization has been in close
contact with Freddie Mac representatives
since their recent financial changes and that
“there is no indication” that their funding is
in jeopardy. In fact, Pfeiffer said, just a few
weeks ago INMED was invited by Freddic Mac
to officially reapply for a $100,000 grant.

“The people at the Foundation are com-
pletely forthcoming,” she said. “As far as they
know things are moving ahead as normal.”

But Pfeiffer said that the loss of funding
from Freddic Mac would force INMED to
“cut down on our services dramatically”
because the loss of the Freddie Mac funds

could trigger a chain reaction among their
other funders.

“It’s something that’s always been crucial
for leveraging other funding,” she said. “All
funders like to see that their funds are be-
ing matched by other funding. Freddie Mac
has always been wonderful to provide the
upfront money that we can use to get state
money and county money.”

THE FALLOUT from the collapse of
Freddie Mac is affecting Northern Virginia
non-profits both large and small.

BU-GATA is an Arlington-based group that
acts as an advocate for the tenants of the
Buckingham Village neighborhood. Since

Non-Profits
The non-profit organizations featured in

this story are always in need of donations
and volunteers. The following is information
on how you can help out these groups:

❖ SCAN of Northern Virginia
1705 Fern Street, Second Floor
Alexandria, VA 22302
703-820-9001
info@scanva.org
❖ Falls Church-McLean Children’s

Center
7230 Idylwood Road
Falls Church, VA 22043
703-534-4907
fcmlcc@aol.org
❖ INMED Partnerships for Children
20110 Ashbrook Place, Suite 260
Ashburn, VA 20147
703-729-4951
contact@inmed.org
❖ BU-GATA
927 South Walter Reed Drive, Suite 28
Arlington, VA 22204
703-302-5140
❖ Northern Virginia Family Service
10455 White Granite Drive, Suite 100
Oakton, VA 22124
703-385-3267
info@nvfs.org

1998, it has run a youth program for
Buckingham teens that was funded
with a $40,000 annual contribution
from Freddie Mac.

If the Freddie Mac funds were cut
off, BU-GATA would have to fire the
program’s full-time coordinator and
would be forced to use part-time vol-
unteers, Lois Athey,
the group’s execu-
tive director, said.

Northern Vir-
ginia Family Ser-
vice is on the oppo-
site end of the
funding spectrum.
They have an an-
nual budget of
more than $20 mil-
lion, only
$400,000 of which
comes from
Freddie Mac. Like BU-GATA, North-
ern Virginia Family Service would
have to make layoffs if their Freddie
Mac funding was cut off, the
organization’s President and CEO
Mary Agee said.

But if the Freddie Mac Foundation
ceases to exist, a lack of funding
wouldn’t be the only thing that local
non-profits would lose out on.

“[Freddie Mac goes] above and be-
yond just the financial giving,” Agee said.
“Their staff is involved in working in the
community to help build the systems
that will improve people’s lives. They are
in the community rolling up their sleeves
side by side with all of us to resolve com-
munity issues. We need that. We need
their perspectives. It sets them apart
from a lot of other foundations.”

“At this point
I don’t know.
I don’t think

anybody
does.”

— Diane Charles,
SCAN of Northern

Virginia

Freddie Mac headquarters in McLean.
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