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The Potomac Theatre Company will celebrate its 20th

season with its annual fall musical beginning Friday,
Nov. 21. This year’s production is “Scrooge: The
Musical,” which will feature 10-year-old Adrienne
Kafka in the role of Tiny Tim.
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News
Potomac Almanac Editor Steven M. Mauren

703-917-6451 or Potomacalmanac@hotmail.com

See www.potomacalmanac.com

Charges Dropped Against Three More Burglary Suspects
State’s Attorney cites lack of evidence, Scotland residents say police should be held accountable.

By Aaron Stern

The Almanac

C
harges against three more burglary
suspects in the Scotland neighbor-
hood have been dropped a week

after charges were dismissed against the
first two suspects to appear in court.

“At this point we don’t have enough evi-
dence to proceed,” said Deputy State’s
Attorney John Maloney. Maloney said
that the remaining two suspects were also
likely to have the charges against them
dropped but declined to comment further.

Aaron Wilson, Chase Freeman, and
Bryant Stott appeared briefly in Montgom-
ery County District Court on Friday, Nov. 7
where they had six burglary-related charges
against them dropped. Randy Polite and

Detric Thompson had their charges dropped
on Friday, Oct. 31.

Mohammed Soumah and a juvenile sus-
pect remain, but Maloney said that the
charges against them will likely be dropped
as well. That does not satisfy the suspects
or their families, who feel that the Mont-
gomery County Police Department and the
county itself need to be held accountable
for the destruction of property that occurred
during the raids and the lingering animos-
ity felt by the community.

Seven suspects in total were charged in
relation to an August burglary on Scotland
Drive that subsequently led to a Sept. 24 raid
of four homes in Scotland, one in Cabin John
and one in Germantown during which po-
lice recovered none of the allegedly stolen
items from the burglary. Police did recover

what charging documents deemed to be
gang-related paraphernalia. The raids were
carried out in the early morning hours, some
with no-knock warrants and residents have
questioned both the motive and the execu-
tion of the raids, which were led by SWAT
teams and anti-gang investigation units.

Residents have said that the police inten-
tionally damaged personal property and
that they believe the burglary was only a
pretense to explore a misguided suspicion
that there is gang activity in the Scotland
neighborhood and they have disputed a
police claim that unspecified amounts of
marijuana were found in all six homes that
were searched. The Internal Affairs division
of the Montgomery County Police Depart-
ment is conducting an investigation into the
raids to determine if they were executed

improperly.
The Scotland Community Action Team, a

taskforce of Scotland residents, was formed
in the wake of the raids to organize the
community’s response and the group has
been in contact with local and national rep-
resentatives of the NAACP and the ACLU.
Leo Thompson, who had his Cabin John
home raided when police were in search of
his son, said that he anticipated a meeting
in coming weeks between the community,
police, and possibly NAACP and ACLU rep-
resentatives.

“We have a lot further to go. This isn’t
going to end it,” said Tyrone Stott, the fa-
ther of Bryant Stott.

“Just because the charges have been
dropped, it doesn’t go back like it never
happened,” said the Rev. Julie Harriday.

Meaningful Merriment Musically

Ken Kemp, Adrienne Kafka, and Vin Kelly will play the roles of Bob
Cratchett, Tiny Tim, and Ebenezer Scrooge in the Potomac Theatre
Company’s upcoming production of “Scrooge: The Musical.”

Potomac Theatre
Company set to kick
off holiday season
with “Scrooge.” P
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By Aaron Stern

The Almanac

V
in Kelly can empathize with
Ebenezer Scrooge. Much
like the curmudgeonly mi-
ser, Kelly too has been think-

ing a lot about his life of late. That’s be-
cause playing him in the upcoming pro-
duction of “Scrooge: the Musical” for the
Potomac Theatre Company has been the
most taxing role of his many years in
community theater.

“The last time I studied this hard was
for the national boards in psychiatry,”
said Kelly, a psychiatrist and Chevy Chase
resident.

Kelly is one of many familiar faces in
the upcoming production that marks the
Potomac Theatre Company’s 20th season.

“Scrooge: The Musical” is the musical
adaptation of Charles Dickens’ “A Christ-
mas Carol,” the classic tale of reckoning
and rediscovery. Kelly is the curmudg-
eonly Scrooge, who is led on a ghostly
tour of his life during which he comes to
realize where he went wrong and how he
can turn his life around. Most musicals
follow a predictable romantic storyline of
boy meets girl, boy and girl fall in love,
boy and girl are separated for some rea-
son, then reunite at the end in a happily-
ever-after finish, said PTC veteran Troy
Knighton. But “Scrooge” is a story that ul-
timately is about a love of life, Knighton
said. It’s also perfect for the holidays.

“I think it’s a good way to bring in the
Christmas season,” said Knighton. “It’s just

an excellent show — it really has dialogue
and music that really has meaning and that
makes you think, that has depth. It’s not just
funny frolic, it has a deep meaning to it.”

In addition to Kelly there will also be a
host of new — and young — faces, led by
10-year-old Adrienne Kafka of Bethesda in
the role of Tiny Tim, who director Ron Sarro
said is the most talented child actor he has
ever worked with.

“She’s unbelievable,” said Potomac The-
atre Company (PTC) co-founder Nan

Muntzing. “She’s so tiny and young and
anything you say to her … she’s back and
it’s corrected. The child is quite amaz-
ing. The audience is going to be just fall-
ing all over themselves.”

Kafka said the hardest part of playing
Tiny Tim is that she has to limp. The best
part? “He has a solo,” said Kafka, who
had participated in two community the-
ater productions and “like 20” camp
shows.

Young or old, perfecting a character’s
subtleties is never easy. Kelly has had to
make sure that his native Brooklyn ac-
cent doesn’t creep into Scrooge’s British.

The show is full of musical numbers
that are sure to delight, said Marilyn
Shockey, who plays the roles of Mrs.
Fezziwig and Mrs. Dilber.

“We think that people will leave the
theater singing,” Shockey said.

‘Scrooge: The Musical’
The Potomac Theatre Company will celebrate its

20th year with a production of “Scrooge: The Mu-
sical” beginning Friday, Nov. 21. Shows run from
Nov. 21 through Dec. 7 each weekend at the Blair
Family Center for the Arts at the Bullis School,
10601 Falls Road, Potomac. For more information
and to purchase tickets call 301-299-8571 or visit
potomactheatreco.org.

New Era

See Election,  Page 4

Local leaders analyze
impact of Barack
Obama’s election.

By Aaron Stern

The Almanac

W
atching the election news pour-
in on Tuesday, Nov. 4, Montgom-
ery County Executive Ike Leggett

had a wide range of emotions. The signifi-
cance of the election of the country’s first
African American president could hardly be
lost on Leggett, who himself made history
two years ago when he was the first Afri-
can American Executive elected to office in
a county once dotted with farms that ran
on slave labor.

“I grew up in the time of Jim Crow and
segregation in the south in Louisiana in the
1960s,” recalled Leggett. “When I look at
this I never imagined in my lifetime that
this would be a reality. It’s quite an achieve-
ment; I think it speaks well of our country
and our democracy.”

In the days following Obama’s election,
talk swirled among national commentators
of the possibility that America was enter-
ing or had entered a post-racial era where
the color of one’s skin no longer had any
bearing on perception or possibility.

“I think it is truly a watershed moment
where the extraordinary quality of who this
man is, the extraordinary qualities that this
man possesses allowed people to move be-
yond their stereotypes of race in a way that
takes us past race,” said Berliner, who was
the first county politician to publicly en-
dorse Obama. “It is a truly historic moment
in that regard. Does it mean we are post-
racial? No. [It is] a major, major step to-
wards a multi-racial embrace — because
that’s what he is, he is multi-racial — it is
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NewsThis Week in Potomac

Correction
The caption on the Potomac Almanac (Oct. 29-Nov. 4) incor-

rectly identified the Homecoming King. He is Jamie Worthington.

River Gets D+ for Health
The Potomac Conservancy on Tuesday, Nov. 11 released its sec-

ond annual State of the Nation’s River Report that grades the
Potomac River’s health a D+. The river received the same grade
last year in the group’s first annual report.

Pollution from streets, lawns, and rooftops was cited as the
river’s fastest growing water quality problem.

In addition to the sources of pollution, the report also outlines
steps to reverse the Potomac’s pollution, including the use of “low
impact development” practice. Low impact development provides
solutions to curbing the runoff pollution because they incorpo-
rate the natural water-absorbing capabilities of undeveloped land.
Corrective actions including rain gardens, green roofs, and po-
rous pavements are being implemented in communities nation-
wide.

The survey also found that more than 71 percent of respon-
dents knew that untreated sewage is sent directly into the rivers
around Washington, DC, during heavy rains. People surveyed over-
whelmingly felt that this was unacceptable, but did not know
how to reverse this means of pollution. See www.potomac.org.

Bullis Hosts Jazz Cafe
An evening of food and music is in store as the Bullis School

readies to put on its first Jazz Café of the year on Friday, Nov. 14,
an event open to the public. The show will be presented by the
Bullis Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Workshop and Percussion Ensemble.
As an added treat,  King Soul,  D.C.’s all star soul band, will be
the special guest artists. King Soul, featuring Middle School par-
ent Nick Ruggieri on the drums, brings the sound of 1960s Mem-
phis to the Capital City. Proceeds from the evening will go to the
Bullis Jazz program and to a local charity of the Ensemble’s choice.

The show starts at 7 p.m. in The Blair Family Center for the
Arts. Tickets can be purchased at the door:  $5 adults / $2 stu-
dents. As table seating is limited, reservations are recommended.
Contact Guylaine Gallant at 301-983-5720 or at
guylaine_gallant@bullis.org.

Tree Removal Questioned
The removal of trees at the intersection of Falls Road and South

Glen Road caught the attention of many passersby last week. The
removal was part of an intersection improvement that will add a
right-turn lane to the north side of the intersection, said Esther
Bowring, a county spokesperson. Bowring said the removal was
limited to small trees and shrubs and was all in the county-owned
right-of-way. The intention of the additional lane is to alleviate
queuing and delays, Bowring said. Bowring said that as the
county’s Department of Transportation was working, a Pepco crew
was simultaneously removing a larger tree near a power line,
perhaps the source of some of the alarm for anyone who thought
the county was removing large trees as part of the project. In an
email, Ginny Barnes of the West Montgomery County Citizens
Association expressed concern that the public had not been noti-
fied of the project; Bowring said that standard procedure is to
notify residents in surrounding areas of such a project but did
not confirm if that took place in this instance before The Alma-
nac went to press.

Board of Appeals Appointment
The Montgomery County Council last week appointed Walter

S. Booth to a full four-year term on the County Board of Appeals
and Carolyn Shawaker to fill an unexpired term that has about a
year remaining.

Booth, a Democrat, was appointed to the full term. Wendell
Holloway’s term expired in September and he did not apply for
reappointment. Booth lives in Silver Spring and is a lawyer prac-
ticing out of Bethesda. He was a member of the Mid-County
Citizen’s Advisory Board from 2001 to 2007.

Shawaker, a Democrat, was appointed to fill out the term of
Caryn Hines, who resigned. The term expires in September 2009.

From Page 3

Youth Play Role in Election

Daniel Cinquegrani, chair-
man of the Maryland
Teenage Republican Party,
worked the phones on
behalf of the campaign of
Sen. John McCain (R-AZ)
in the days leading up to
Barack Obama’s historic
election last week. The
election sparked youth
involvement on both sides
that many believe will
have a lasting impact.

in some ways a deep recognition that we are mov-
ing into a multi-racial world, and who better to lead
us?”

OBAMA’S CAMPAIGN was so successful in part
because of its grassroots efforts to mobilize youth
not only to vote, but to get out others to vote. By
utilizing the internet and social net-
working sites like Facebook, the cam-
paign mobilized high school students,
college students and young adults in
new ways.

“It’s had an especially big impact
on young voters,” said Adam Scholl, a senior at Walt
Whitman High School who was the National High
School Development Coordinator for the Obama
campaign. “The kids that got involved, they didn’t
just get involved to help Barack, they got involved
to change the world. I think that’s going to continue
long after the election.”

Yet the impact of the election on youth wasn’t lim-
ited to Obama supporters, said Dr. Michael Doran,
principal of Thomas S. Wootton High School. McCain
supporters, too, felt the urgency of this year’s cam-
paign and anyone would have been hard pressed to
remain indifferent or unaware in a campaign that
has dominated news headlines for almost two years.

“There was a buzz,” said Doran. “I think just like
everywhere else, no matter what side they took …
it did strike a chord in the young that I don’t think

I’ve seen in a long, long time, if ever.”
Doran doesn’t accept the oft-held notion that youth

are, or have been in recent times, politically apathetic,
but he believes that Obama’s charismatic nature, his
active courting of youth support, and his message of
national reconciliation were a perfect storm that may
create a lasting impact.

“The kids are inherently interested in stuff. We’re
the ones that make it boring and faze them out,”

Doran said. “I think the kids are in it
for the long term … I think they’re
going to stay involved. And hopefully
they’re going to hold people account-
able for the things that they prom-
ised and the things that they ran on.
Talk to these kids two years from

now.”

THE IMAGE OF AMERICA that Obama’s election
creates within the country itself as well as interna-
tionally can’t be understated, said Scholl.

“It portrays America to the rest of the world as a
place [where anything] can happen,” Scholl said. “It
gives kids the message that … no barrier can hold
them back. I think his election proves in and of itself
that [the country is] becoming increasingly more tol-
erant.”

Both internally and abroad, the country seems to
have turned a new page.

“It’s a historic moment, [and] clearly a redeeming
statement for our country and our democracy,” said
Leggett.

More
See related election coverage at

www.potomacalmanac.com.

Farquhar To Leave Bullis
T

he Board of Trustees of Bullis School has
begun the search for a new Head of
School. Current head Tom Farquhar submit-

ted his name earlier this year for consideration to
replace Bruce B. Stewart, the outgoing head of the
Sidwell Friends School and is one of four finalists
for that position.

“Bullis is proud of the success we have achieved
in providing one of the most outstanding educational
programs in the region,” said David Jackson, chair-
man of the Board of Trustees of Bullis School in a
press release. “As we now look forward to the next
phase of our growth, we are excited about the op-
portunity to build upon our achievements of the past
15 years. Thanks to the great work of Tom, his ad-
ministrative team and the entire Bullis faculty, we

are in an excellent position to attract a premier Head
of School, prepared to lead us in implementing the
next chapter of growth and progress at Bullis School.”

In an interview with The Almanac, Jackson said
that Farquhar would finish the year at Bullis and that
the search process was expected to take six to nine
months and would focus on heads of independent
schools.

Farquhar has overseen the school for seven years,
during which time the school has continued its pur-
suit of academic, athletic and artistic excellence, Jack-
son said.

“We expect to see continuity at Bullis,” Jackson said.
“The school has made great strides in the last six years
and we intend to continue on the same course.”

— Aaron Stern
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will work during a power failurewill work during a power failure

Fall Gas Insert Sale - Ready for Immediate Installation!
To submit an item for the Civic Calen-

dar, e-mail almanac@connection-
newspapers.com or fax the submission to
703-917-0991. Deadline is Thursday at
noon two weeks prior to the event. For
questions, call 703-917-6451.

FRIDAY/NOV. 14
The Potomac Area Newcomers

Club will have coffee for new and
prospective members at a member’s
home at 10 a.m. For more
information, call Alexa Kempel at
240-678-4561 or visit
www.PotomacNewcomers.com.

SATURDAY/NOV. 15
Blood Drive. Cold Springs Elementary

School, 9201 Falls Chapel Way,
Potomac, is hosting a blood from 10
a.m.-2 p.m. Reservations preferred
but walk-ins welcome. Call Lisa
Rispler at 301-762-5156.

WEDNESDAY/NOV. 19
On Parenting. Dr. Edward M.

Hallowell, psychiatrist and author of
14 parenting books, will speak on
how parenting can lead to raising
children who are happy, connected
and responsible. The Bullis School
Blair Family Center for the Arts,
Howard Auditorium, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Pre-registration required by calling
the Parent Encouragement Program,
301-929-8824. Tickets are $25/
person, $45/couple.

SUNDAY/NOV. 23
Blood Drive. A blood drive and turkey

collection will be held at
Congregation B’nai Tzedek, 10621
South Glen Road, Potomac, 9:30
a.m.-1:30 p.m. Give blood and
donate a frozen turkey or Giant gift
card for distribution by Manna Food
Center. Contact Jamie at 301-299-
0225, ext. 301 or
jperkins@bnaitzedek.org to schedule
time for blood donation or more
information.

Bulletin Board

Criminal activities reported by the Montgomery County Police Department
through Oct. 28.

A residential burglary occurred in the 10600 block of Alloway Drive in
Potomac on Tuesday, Oct. 21 between 6:45 p.m. and 7:40 p.m. Officers re-
sponded for an alarm call and found the forced entry.  Property was reported
stolen.

A theft from a vehicle occurred in the 6500 block of 79th Place in Cabin
John between Thursday, Oct. 23 at 9 p.m. and Friday, Oct. 24 at 6 a.m. Ve-
hicle unlocked, iPod taken.

Crime Report
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People

By Cissy Finley Grant

The Almanac

P
otomac Village’s keeper of
the flower barrels, a white
fence painter, Potomac The-
atre board member, Tavern

(Great Falls, that is) supporter, politi-
cal activist, holy usher, garden club en-
thusiast, parade organizer, and the list
describing Elie Cain goes on and on.

It’s little wonder, that on the occa-
sion of Elie Cain’s 70th birthday, her
children, Suki Pisarra Gadwah and
Tony Pisarra, waited for the opportune
time to secretly obtain her address
book and compile a guest list. Those
arriving for the Nov. 1, “Western Bar-
becue” at the Cain home resembled a

road map of her life, with
each stop along the way rep-
resented by many of the
guests.

If there were to be a com-
mon thread of longevity among those
at the party, excluding those of Suki’s
and Tony’s generation, it would be
horse related. Octogenarian Sue
Moran, continues her equestrian hab-
its; Leonard Proctor spent the day fox
hunting with Potomac Hunt at the
Opening Meet followed by the Mas-
ters Tea; Laurana Reed and her horse,
Richmond, keep close company and
Rose Marie Bogley, who looks 60 but
volunteered that her 80th birthday was
Nov. 8, said she rides two or three
times a week.

“I am a fair weather rider,” she ad-
mitted. Apparently her habit of choos-
ing her days are adequate. It was just
two years ago she won the Invitational
class at the prestigious Upperville
Horse Show, competing against top
riders, and the only entrant riding

sidesaddle.
Elie Cain grew up in Potomac, riding and

fox hunting as did Sylvia Bogley Biggar and
“Junior” Magassey, all among the happy
birthday celebrants. Austin Kiplinger, who
continued fox hunting  until well into his
80s, is legend. From pitching stalls to pour-
ing oats, there is something in the horse/
human relationship that inspires longevity.

CONVERSATIONS WERE also all over
the map. Jean Cryor and Peggy Engel were
deep into politics. Peggy was there with her
husband, former Montgomery County Ex-
ecutive Bruce Adams and his mother Polly
Adams Webster. Diana Conway, there with
husband, Bill, was overheard discussing the

ins and outs of the Zero Population Growth
movement with Austin Kiplinger. “We both
agree there are too many people making
too many demands on the planet,” she said.
Meanwhile, Laurana Reed was telling about
her recent 26-day vacation. “I rented a car
and drove over a 1,000 miles in Scotland.”
This was prior to catching planes and trains
to visit France, Italy and Spain, and finish-
ing her excursion with a 15-day cruise on
the Holland American ending the trip in
Venice before flying home. Whew!

Looking ahead, Rose Marie Bogley said
she is forgoing her annual Christmas party
at her Upperville home. She and friend,
Olga Ryan, are going to Salzburg, Austria,
on a National Historic Trust sponsored trip.

Her daughter, Hilleary, and Hilleary’s fiance,
David Braun, were also in the birthday gath-
ering. “No date has been set for the wed-
ding yet, but when I ask, she tells me, ‘We
are getting closer.’ I just hope she gives me
more than a week’s notice,” Rose Marie
Bogley said.

Hilleary is numbered among Elie Cains’
“extended family”, i.e., one of the girls with
whom her daughter Suki grew up. Another,
Leslie Brown Boone, was instrumental in
bringing the birthday cake down with her
from her Westchester, Pa. home, where she
had it made. Naturally, following dinner and
the cake presentation, a rousing Happy
Birthday chorus ensued, led by Elie’s hus-
band, Ted, accompanied by Suki’s husband,
Ron, playing his guitar.

THERE WAS no dearth of voices in this
gathering which included members of the
Potomac Theatre Company, in which Elie
has been involved since its inception 20
years ago. Tony Pisarra landed the role of
“Marley” in the group’s forthcoming
“Scrooge,” (starts Nov. 21). Manning
Muntzing and wife, Nan, who is vocal coach
for the production, and is also playing pi-
ano with the orchestra was there as was
Potomac Theatre president Ruby Wingate
and Marilyn and John Shockey, longtime
strategic members with this organization.
Elie’s brother Michael McConihe and his
wife, Bruce; many members of the Cain fam-
ily, including Marsha Cain, Debra and Bruce
Cain and Rick and Toni Cain; Andrew Ellis
with Mary Miller; Barbara and Joe Pisarra,
Tricia and Phil Bernburg, Betty Ellis, Joan
McPhee, Mardelle Richey, Harry and Lutie
Semmes, Molly and Dick Wolfe and her
mother Dorothy Poole McFarlane, came
from Hume, Va. for the party, and many
others who filled the house and extended
tent on the back patio, all bringing birth-
day greetings to Potomac’s “Miss Elie.”

Photos by Cissy Finley Grant/The Almanac

It’s just another birthday, but Elie Cain, and her husband, Ted, cel-
ebrated with about 65 of their closest friends and family at a party given
by her children, Suki Gadwah and Tony Pisarra, pictured in the back-
ground. At left is Laurana Reed.

Michael McConihe and Rose Marie
Bogley were among those at the
birthday party.

Potomac artist Anne Martinez and
her husband, Ramon, celebrated
Elie Cain’s 70th birthday.

Birthday Greetings to Potomac’s ‘Miss Elie’

John Shockey (left) and Ted Cain
found a moment to talk at the
party. Both men are involved in the
Potomac Theatre Company.

The party is over for now, Leslie
Brown Boone, one of Elie Cain’s
“extended” family members, and
part of the party crew, could easily
sing.

Getting

Around
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LET’S TALK
Real Estate

by
Michael Matese

For professional advice on all
aspects of buying and selling
real estate, call:

MICHAEL MATESE
Washington Fine

Properties
301-806-6829

Michael.Matese@wfp.com

TALK TO YOUR
REALTOR

Almost every week we hear
a Realtor’s anguished tale of
working with buyers who say
they are looking for a tradi-
tional house, yet end up buying
one with sleek, contemporary
styling!  It’s not unusual for a
buyer’s search criteria to
change in the process of looking
at properties.

To spare yourself from being
shown homes that are not
appropriate for you, be sure to
communicate with your Realtor
who is showing you properties.
Explain your particular needs.
What do you like (and dislike)
about your current home?
What kind of furniture do you
have?  Do you have any hobbies
that must be accommodated?
Are you handy enough to take
on major fix-up projects or do
you want to buy a home that is
in “move-in” condition?

Don’t be the strong, silent
type with your Realtor.  Provide
your Realtor with constant
feedback--both negative and
positive--so that he or she can
rule out the homes that just
won’t work for you and your
family.

The lessons your child learns at
The Little Gym will fill you both with pride:
How to reach higher. How to listen better.
How to tackle challenges with confidence
and a smile.

Call to schedule a free
introductory class.

POTOMAC: Potomac Woods Plaza •
tigpotomacmd.com • 301-294-4840

preschool/
kindergarten
gymnastic

parent/
child

classes
grade
school

gymnastics

karate

sports
skills

development

parents’
survival

night
bithday
parties

campcheerleading

dance

They always leave a little taller.

Pets

Carraway is a fe-
male, 4-and-a-half-
month old to be
spayed Calico kitten.
Carraway is one of a
litter of six playful,
loving kittens.

She loves people,
her toys and anything
else she can make
into a toy like packing
peanuts.

Carraway would
love to purr away in
the lap of a kind for-
ever adopter.

Sonic is a male, 2-year-old, 18 lb. Neutered, Mini-Pinscher.

Carraway Sonic

Sonic is an active dog,
typical of his breed.
He loves attention
from people and espe-
cially pets. Sonic likes
walks and would do
well with an active
adopter who would
walk with him.

Partnership for
Animal Welfare is an
all-volunteer, not-for-
profit group. To adopt
an animal, volunteer
or make a tax-deduct-

ible donation, visit www.paw-rescue.org, call 301-572-4729
or write to PAW, P.O. Box 1074, Greenbelt, MD 20768.
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People

Getting To Know
Brian Carlstrom

Brian Carlstrom

B
rian Carlstrom was named deputy
superintendent of the C&O National
Historical Park in September. A long-

time Park Service employee, Carlstrom took
questions via email from The Almanac
about who he is and what he will be doing
at the park.

Where are you from originally?
Born: Mahnomen, Minn.
I have resided in six states: Minnesota, Virginia,

North Dakota, Colorado, Alaska, and Maryland.

Where did you get your education and in
what areas?

❖ George Mason University: BS Parks and Rec-
reation, ’88 with an Environmental Management
Certificate; Graduate work, environmental science,
geographic information systems, and public policy
’88-‘91

❖ USDA Graduate School: Executive Leadership
Program, ‘01

Where were you before you came to the
C&O National Historical Park and what did
you do there?

I was honored to work with the NPS Office of
Legislative and Congressional Affairs as the 16th
Bevinetto Congressional Fellow. I helped parks
respond to congressional inquiries, composed tes-
timony for NPS witnesses, and provided
information to congressional staff. It was an out-
standing learning opportunity.

What will be your role and responsibili-
ties in your position as Deputy
Superintendent at the park?

To manage the day-to-day operations of the
park.

What made you want to be a park ranger
and how would you describe that experi-
ence?

I grew up in the Midwest and Intermoutain West
and spent a lot of time outdoors. Along the way I
developed an appreciation for preserving natural
and cultural resources. I took that appreciation for-
ward into a career as a park ranger. Being a park
ranger is one of the best jobs in the world. I have
thoroughly enjoyed the experience and strive to
make a difference to preserve our National Parks
every day I am on the job.

Profile

What is your favorite park, national or
state, other than C&O?

Tough question, every park has a unique purpose
and significance reflecting a distinct part of our na-
tional heritage. I have been privileged to see many
of them both professionally and as a visitor, during
those visits each has been my favorite of the moment.

What makes the C&O unique in compari-
son to other national parks?

The C&O Canal has an amazing array of diver-
sity on many levels. From a cultural resource
perspective the park contains over 1,300 items on
the NPS list of classified structures. That amounts
to 5 percent of the entire NPS inventory. From a
natural resources perspective the park spans five
physiographic provinces and as a result is home to
over 1,000 species. From a visitation perspective
the park is within a two-hour drive for over 8 mil-
lion people. It’s common to go for a walk and hear
several languages. All of this taken as a whole
makes the park very unique.

What is an unknown feature of C&O that
most people might not know?

The Paw-Paw tunnel in the western portion of
the park is a lesser-known feature that every visi-
tor should see. It is a 19th century engineering
marvel and the only tunnel the canal goes through.

What are some of the challenges or op-
erating a cash-strapped park, particularly
during hard economic times? What are
some ways of overcoming those chal-
lenges?

Finding creative ways to secure funding is an
ongoing challenge for the park. We are working
very closely with the newly formed C&O Canal
Trust to find creative ways and are developing re-
lationships with non-traditional sources.

What are your goals in your new posi-
tion?

To make a difference for the park each and ev-
ery day and with hard work and perseverance
secure the preservation of the park’s resources for
our current generation of visitors and ensure they
will remain for future generations.

Any other thoughts, personal or park-
related you want to share with our
readers?

The C&O Canal began as a dream of passage to
Western wealth. It operated as conduit of com-
merce for 96 years through the industrial
revolution. Today it endures as a pathway into his-
tory, nature, and recreation.

Canal’s ‘Eyes, Ears’ Rewarded

C&O Canal volunteers Barbara Brown and
Jane Collins received an award from the
U.S. Department of the Interior last month
for their discovery of cracks in the C&O
Canal towpath the day before it breached
during Tropical Storm Hannah.

F
rom cracks in the C&O Ca-
nal towpath to an award
ceremony at the U.S. De-

partment of the Interior, Barbara
Brown has traveled many miles on
her bike. A Bike Patrol volunteer
at the C&O Canal National Histori-
cal Park, Brown and fellow volun-
teer Jane Collins discovered cracks
in the Canal towpath near Old
Angler’s Inn, and water trickling
beneath the towpaths surface from
the Canal down to the Potomac
River. The towpath gave way the
following day during Tropical
Storm Hannah on Sept. 6. The
early discovery allowed park offi-
cials to cordon off the path and
keep the public away, and on Tues-
day, Oct. 28 Brown and Collins
were recognized by the Interior
Department for their service.

“There were certain realities
there,” Brown said. “It was a very
dangerous situation.”

“Here’s an example where vol-
unteers were the eyes and ears of park staff.
It just shows how vital volunteers are to our
public lands,” said Secretary of the Interior
Dirk Kempthorne in a press release follow-
ing a ceremony during which he signed an
order extending the authorization of Take
Pride in America within the Department of
the Interior through the year 2010.ºThe pro-
gram, designed to encourage volunteerism
on public lands, had been set to expire on
Nov. 1, 2008.

Secretary Kempthorne signed the order
at a ceremony recognizing the volunteer
efforts of students from Hyattsville Elemen-
tary in Hyattsville, and others from across
the country. Those recognized were given
medals and will receive certificates, Brown
said.

Brown has been a member of the Bike
Patrol for three years since her friend Collins
of Takoma Park encouraged her to join.
They were fortunate to be in the right place
at the right time to alert the park service
and protect the public before the towpath
breached roughly 100 feet across and 60

feet deep. Park officials estimate repairs
could take up to two years and cost $2 mil-
lion.

“The next day I went and looked at the
size of it I went ‘Oh my God.’ It was just
huge. And it could have happened any
time.”

Take Pride in America is a national part-
nership program authorized by Congress
and administered within the Department of
the Interior to promote the appreciation and
stewardship of public lands, including
parks, forests, historic sites, and schools.
Take Pride is active in all fifty states, has
partnerships with public, private, and non-
profit organizations, and features Clint
Eastwood as national spokesman. Citizen
stewards know and count on Take Pride for
the most comprehensive online portal of
public lands volunteer opportunities
(www.TakePride.gov) and for showcasing
the most outstanding public lands steward-
ship activities through the annual national
award ceremony.

—Aaron Stern

Forman and Breen Engaged

P
hyllis and Stuart
Forman of
Potomac an-

nounce the engagement
of their daughter Kim-
berly Rysa Forman to
George Edward Breen III,
son of George and Faith
Breen of Chevy Chase.

Currently, Kimberly is
an attorney for New York
City’s Children’s Services
and George is an analyst
at Ridgefield Capital As-
set Management in Con-
necticut.

A summer 2009 wed-
ding is planned.

Kimberly Rysa Forman and George Edward Breen III
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Potomac Theatre Company

Presents

by
Leslie Bricusse

Based on
“A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens

Family Fun!

Directed by Ron Sarro  •  Music Director, Ian Stuart
Choreographer, Trish Baker  •  Producer, Barry Hoffman

FEATURING A LIVE ORCHESTRA

FOR RESERVATIONS: Leave a message at 301 299-8571

TICKETS: Adults $20; Seniors & Kids: $18
  20% OFF FOR GROUPS OF

10 OR MORE PRE-PAID

The Bullis School, Blair Family Center for the Arts,
10601 Falls Road, Potomac, MD 20854

November 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30,
December 5, 6, & 7
Fridays & Saturdays at 8, Sundays at 2

Calendar

“The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe” will be playing at the Ad-
venture Theatre in Glen Echo Park Nov.
17-26, with additional  performances at
the Roundhouse Theatre in Silver
Spring, Dec. 15-20 at 7 p.m. and Dec.
21 at 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Call the box
office at 301-634-2270.

The Puppet Co. presents “Tiny Tot
Tuesdays” for children ages 0-4 at the
Adventure Theatre in Glen Echo Park on
two Tuesdays each month at 10 a.m.
and 11:30 a.m.: “Penguin’s Playground”
shows Nov. 18. Call 301-320-6668 or

visit www.thepuppetco.org.

“The Three Billy Goats Gruff”
runs at the Adventure Theatre in Glen
Echo Park until Nov. 21. Performances
on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays,
10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.; Saturdays and
Sundays, 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Tickets:
$10. Call 301-320-6668 or visit
www.thepuppetco.org.

“Miss Nelson is Missing!,” a mu-
sical-comedy, will be running at the
Imagination Stage, 4908 Auburn
Ave., Bethesda, Nov. 22-Jan. 4 at

12:30 and 3:30 p.m. on Saturdays and
Sundays. Recommended for ages 4 and
up. Call the box office at 301-280-1660
or visit www.ImaginationStage.org.

The Potomac Theatre Company pre-
sents “Scrooge,” based on “A
Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens
Nov. 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30 and Dec.
5, 6 and 7 at the Bullis School Blair
Family Center for the Arts, 10601 Falls
Road, Potomac.

Tickets: $20/adults; $18/seniors and
children. Leave a message at 301-299-
8571for reservations.

To have community events listed free in
The Potomac Almanac, send mail to 7913
Westpark Drive, McLean, VA 22102, e-
mail to almanac@connectionnewspapers
.com, or fax to 703-917-0991.

THURSDAY/NOV. 13
Literary Luncheon Series. The

Friends of the Montegomery County
Library’s 21st annual Literary
Luncheon Series continues with
Kathleen Kennedy Townsend,
Maryland’s first female lieutenant
governor, at 11:30 a.m. at Strathmore
Hall Arts Center in the Mansion,
10701 Rockville Pike, North Bethesda.
$25/lecture and lunch, $20 lecture
only. FOLMC members: $22/lunch,
$18 lecture only.

FRIDAY/NOV. 14
Holiday Bazaar. Enjoy art and craft

vendors, specialty boutiques, holiday
decor, refreshments, raffle, and more
at the St. Jane de Chantal Holiday
Bazaar, St. Jane de Chantal School,
9525 Old Georgetown Road,

Bethesda. 7-10 p.m., visit
www.freewebs.com/
dechantalholidaybazaar.

Contra Dance. The Friday Night
Dancers presents traditional
American dancing including contra
dances, square dances, and waltzes
at the Spanish Ballroom in Glen Echo
Park. Contra dance lesson from 7:30-
8:15 p.m., dance from 8:30-11:30
p.m. to live music. $9/person. E-mail
fndcontra@yahoo.com.

Cajun/Zydeco Dance. Dancing by the
Bayou presents Cajun and Zydeco
dancing with Dennis Stroughmatt &
Creole Stomp at the Bumper Car
Pavilion in Glen Echo Park. Cajun
dancing lesson at 8 p.m. followed by
a dance from 8:30 p.m.-12 a.m. $15/
person. E-mail
Dancingbythebayou@verizon.net.

Jazz Café. The Bullis Jazz Ensemble,
Jazz Workshop and Percussion
Ensemble present a concert featuring
King Soul at The Blair Family Center
for the Arts at Bullis School, 10601
Falls Road, Potomac, at 7 p.m.
Tickets: $5/adults, $2/students.
Reservations recommended; contact

Guylaine Gallant at 301-983-5720 or
guylaine_gallant@bullis.org.

SATURDAY/NOV. 15
Geology Hike. Join National Park

Service Volunteers for a geology hike
of the Billy Goat Trail from 1-3 p.m.
Visit www.nps.gov/choh/.

What If My Dog Bites Santa? Learn
some helpful management and
training techniques to keep your dogs
out of trouble during the hectic
holiday season, from 2-4 p.m. at
Potomac Community Center, 11315
Falls Road. Potomac. Call 301-983-
5913 or visit
www.yourdogsfriend.info.

Conversation Club. Join in practicing
and improving your spoken English
with the help of volunteers leading
discussions from 3-5 p.m. at the
Potomac Library, 10101 Glenolden
Drive. Registration not required.

Holiday Bazaar. Enjoy art and craft
vendors, specialty boutiques, holiday
decor, refreshments, raffle, and more

See Calendar,  Page 10

Theater

Open  9-6 7 Days

ALL POTS
50% TO 75% OFF

www.CravensNursery.com

9023 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax, VA • 703-573-5025
2 Miles West of I-495 on Rt. 50 1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

LANDSCAPE DESIGN FREE*

*WITH MIN.
PURCHASE

PRICE
CUT

AZALEAS BUY 1 GET 2 FREE
HALLOWEEN HERBS, HOSTA,

PLASTIC POTS, BASKETS

patios, walls
 walkways
   paver driveways
    and so much more.

MULCH 3 cu. ft. $2.99

LELAND CYPRESS 1-10’

BEAUTIFUL HOLLIES CHEAP
5’ for $74.99

PRICE
CUT

BULK MULCH $16.99/ $29.50
per. cu. yd.

NEW SHIPMENTS WEEKLY

Cyclamen, Cacti, Mini Oranges
Tropical House Plants

25% OFF
ALL NURSERY STOCK & PERENNIALS.

ORCHIDS, BONSAI

35% OFF
CRAPE MYRTLE, ARBORVITAE,

YEWS, MAGNOLIAS, JAPANESE MAPLES,
ROSES, FOUNTAINS, SPRUCE, BENCHES,

ARBORS & STATUARY
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Potomac
Since 1953

10107 River Road
Potomac, MD.
301-299-8225

Mon. Fri.  9:30-7:00 pm
Thurs.  9:30-8:00 pm

Sat.   9:30-6:00 pm
Sun. 12:00-5:00 pm

Potomac’s Gift Shop and Saddlery

Take A Step In The Right Direction
Something  Is  Afoot  at

November 15
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
A Brighton Shoe rep.
will be in the store to
take special orders

Shoes Trunk Show

McLEAN SCHOOL MAKES EDUCATION ACCESSIBLE FOR A BROAD RANGE OF LEARNERS IN K-12

8224 LOCHINVER LANE, POTOMAC, MARYLAND 20854 301.299.8277 www.mcleanschool.org

LEADERS IN LEARNING™

Space is Limited!
Please reserve your space at rsvp@mcleanschool.org

Dr. Ross Greene is the originator of the Collaborative Problem Solving
approach and author of the recently released book, Lost At School: Why Our
Most Vulnerable, At-Risk Kids Still Fall Through The Cracks, And What to Do
About It. He is also the author of the highly acclaimed book, The Explosive
Child, along with a third book, Treating Explosive Kids:The Collaborative
Problem Solving Approach.

“COLLABORATIVE
PROBLEM SOLVING”

Teaching, Parenting and Treating Challenging Kids
by

Ross W. Greene, Ph.D.
Friday, November 21

McLean School of Maryland
9:00 - 10:30 am Parent Workshop

1:00 - 2:30 pm Educators, Counselors,
Consultants Workshop

From Page 9

Calendar

at the St. Jane de Chantal Holiday
Bazaar, St. Jane de Chantal School,
9525 Old Georgetown Road,
Bethesda. 9 a.m.-4 p.m., visit
www.freewebs.com/
dechantalholidaybazaar.

Swing Dance. Enjoy a swing dance at
the Spanish Ballroom in Glen Echo
Park. Beginner Swing lesson from 8-9
p.m. and dance from 9 p.m.- 12 a.m.
to live music. $12/person. Call 301-
340-9732.

Classical guitarist Ernesto
Tamayo. At 8 p.m. at Westmoreland
Congregational Church, 1
Westmoreland Circle, Bethesda.
Tickets: $25; students 9-17 free;
students 18-21, 1⁄2 price. Pre-Concert
lecture -7:15 p.m. Free “Meet the
ArtistÓ reception. See
www.marlowguitar.org.

Bizarre Bazaar. The Unitarian
Universalist Church of Rockville’s
annual bazaar takes place 8:30 a.m.–
2 p.m., featuring flea market sales, a
silent auction, crafts, food, and raffle
of a hand-made quilt. The church is
located at 100 Welsh Park Drive,
Rockville. Call 301-762-7666 or visit
www.uucr.org.

SUNDAY/NOV. 16
Helping Your Older Dog Live a

Better Life. Find out more about
the physical and behavioral changes
older dogs experience and learn ways
to keep your older dogs active,
comfortable, and safe, from 2-4 p.m.
at Potomac Community Center,
11315 Falls Road, Potomac. Call 301-
983-5913 or visit
www.yourdogsfriend.info.

Waltz Dance. Enjoy a waltz dance at
the Spanish Ballroom in Glen Echo
Park. Beginner Waltz lesson from 3-

3:30 p.m. and dance from 3:30-6
p.m. to live music. $8/person. Call
Joan Koury at 202-238-0230 or visit
www.WaltzTimeDances.org.

Contra and Square Dance. The
Folklore Society of Greater
Washington presents traditional
American dancing including contra
dances, square dances, and waltzes
at the Spanish Ballroom in Glen Echo
Park. Dance lesson from 7-7:30 p.m.,
dance from 7:30-10:30 p.m. to live
music. $12/non-members, $9/FSGW
members.

Poet Lore. Poet Lore, the nation’s
oldest continuously published poetry
journal, celebrates its 119th birthday
with a special reading featuring
renowned jazz critic/historian and
poet A.B Spellman and award-
winning poet Gardner McFall at 2
p.m. at The Writer’s Center, 4508
Walsh St., Bethesda. Free; visit
301.654.8664 or e-mail
postmaster@writer.org

5K Run. The 4th Annual King of the
Road 5K Run/1 Mile Walk /Kid’s Fun
Run benefiting The Treatment and
Learning Centers will be held.
Participants can register online at
http://www.ttlc.org/race.htm.
Contact Debbie Ezrin, Director of
Development at dezrin@ttlc.org or
301-424-5200, ext. 155.

WEDNESDAY/NOV. 19
Author Seminar. Congregation Har

Shalom, 11510 Falls Road, Potomac,
presents Maggie Anton, author of the
popular Rashi’s Daughter’s book
series at 7:30 p.m. Anton will talk
about her extensive research into the
world of Ashkenazic Jews during
medieval times in France. To register
visit
www.harshalommaggieanton.eventbrite.com
or call 301-299-70987 X 315.

Award Winning
At the Potomac Valley
Watercolorists show earlier
this month at St. Andrew’s
Church in Arlington, Jack
Harding of Potomac
received third place for
“Cliff Palace 3.”

For more information, see
www.potomacvalleywatercolorists.com.

Photo by Louise Krafft/Almanac

“Recent Landscapes” by Barbara
Kreling will be on display at the Yellow
Barn Gallery in Glen Echo Park Nov.
15-16, 12-5 p.m. An artist reception
will be held Nov. 15, 4-6 p.m.

An exhibition of photographs of
Theodore Roosevelt Island by An-
thony J. and Megan D. Peritore will be
shown in the Popcorn Gallery in Glen
Echo Park Saturdays and Sundays
through Nov. 16 from 12-6 p.m.

A Holiday Art Show and Sale will
be hold in the Popcorn Gallery in Glen
Echo Park Saturdays and Sundays, Nov.
22- Jan. 11, 12-6 p.m. Exhibition will
feature works by resident artists.

Fine Arts
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Massachusetts and Wisconsin Avenues, NW
Washington, DC  20016-5095

(Located on the grounds of the Washington National Cathedral)

St. Albans is an Episcopal college preparatory school for day boys in Grades 4 through
12 and for boarders in Grades 9 through 12.  St. Albans welcomes applications from boys

of all cultural, racial, religious, and economic backgrounds.  Please visit
www.stalbansschool.org or call the Admissions Office at 202-537-6440 for more

information.  No reservations necessary to attend the Open House.

St. Albans School
Admissions Open House

Lower School
(Grades 4-8)

Sunday,
November 23, 2008
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Full Day Pre-Kindergarten – 2nd Grade
Open Houses:
Tuesday, November 18 & Thursday, December 4

Open House Nov. 18, 10 AM
Program inspired by the practices of the Reggio Emilia Philosophy

301-299-7087 Ext. 235
bspiegel@harshalom.org

Har Shalom Early Childhood Education Center
11510 Falls Road • Potomac, MD 20854 • www.harshalom.org

❖ Preschool for ages 2-5

❖ New Parent/Child Class

   Forming For Jan. ‘09

(18-24 Months)

❖ Enrichment Classes

❖ 8 a.m. Early Drop Off

❖ PJLL Commended School

❖ NAEYC Accredited

E-mail: biotechprogram@georgetown.edu
Website: http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

BIOTECHNOLOGY
One year program with rolling admission

Spring 2009 deadline is Dec. 1, 2008

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

Schools

A
t the Washington Hebrew Congregation Rabbi
Joseph Weinberg Early Childhood Center in
Potomac, Mrs. Wishy Washy and Cow ran

against Curious George and The Man with the Yel-
low Hat in its own four-year-old’s presidential elec-
tion.

Mrs. Wishy Washy and Curious George both gave

rousing speeches, and when the day was over and
all of the students cast their ballots, Curious George
was victorious.

The center’s Kindergarten students accurately pre-
dicted this year’s winner as they overwhelmingly
voted for Barack Obama as their next president in
the Kindergarten Presidential Election.

Candidates Curious George, portrayed
by Fran Miller, director of the RJWECC,
versus Mrs. Wishy Washy, portrayed by
Phyllis Shankman, director of Early
Childhood and Primary Education.

The four-year-old Top Hats class
prepared to place their votes.

New Definition of ‘Early’ Voting

Students take their turn casting
their vote for their favorite
candidate.

The Holton-Arms School will host
its fall open house on Sunday, Nov. 16,
from 2 - 5 p.m. Registration is at 2 p.m.,
followed by a welcome from the Head of
School Susanna Jones at 2:15 p.m. The
Open House is free and open to the pub-
lic. For more information call
301-365-5300 or go to www.holton-
arms.edu.

Dr. Edward M. Hallowell, psychiatrist
and best-selling author of 14 parenting
books, will present “Five Keys to
Raising Motivated, Positive, Ca-
pable Kids” on Wednesday, Nov. 19,
7:30-9:30 p.m. at The Bullis School Blair
Family Center for the Arts, Howard Au-
ditorium. Pre-registration required by
calling the Parent Encouragement Pro-
gram, 301-929-8824. Tickets are $25/
person, $45/couple.

See Faith Notes,  Page 12

School Notes

Malcolm Hoenlein, executive vice
chairman of the Conference of Presi-
dents of Major American Jewish
Organizations, will
be the recipient of
the 12th Annual
David Ifshin Memo-
rial Award given by
Congregation B’nai
Tzedek.  He will
give a talk, Tuesday,
Nov. 25  at 7:30
p.m. on “Is it 1939?
Assessing the State
of World Jewry.”

The David Ifshin Annual Memorial
Award honors the memory of David
Ifshin, a member of Congregation B’nai
Tzedek, who died in 1996 at the age of
47. This award and annual lecture series
was established by Ifshin’s family in
1997.

Faith Notes

Malcolm
Hoenlein
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6/30/09

Warmer Beach Waters Worth the DriveWarmer Beach Waters Worth the Drive
Explore golf passion at more than 100 courses

Call Carly or David, 336-282-1870

Whether looking for an investment property with excellent
rental history, a vacation home on an unique island,

or a little bit of both, this is the house for you.

Drive couple hours south of Outer Banks and discover ocean breezes and
soothing golf for months longer at quiet, quaint Sunset Beach, NC, located
just across the state line and 30 minute drive time from airport in busy
Myrtle Beach, SC. Furnished 3 or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. Newly remod-
eled, bright and airy single family, beach island home on a secluded area
of the island surrounded by views of the canal, marsh and ocean inlet. Sit
on one of the newly built front porches (1 screened) and capture a gor-
geous sunrise with your morning coffee or unwind with friends in the eve-
ning on the back deck and experience stunning sunset views.

From Page 11

Faith

A firefighter in Beit Shemesh, Israel sits in
the fire truck that B’nai Tzedek donated.

A dessert reception will follow the program.  Admission is
free and open to the public. Congregation B’nai Tzedek is lo-
cated at 10621 South Glen Road, Potomac.  For information
and reservations contact Jamie Perkins at 301-299-0225 ext.
301 or jperkins@bnaitzedek.org.

Congregation B’nai Tzedek members dedicate a fire
truck to Beit Shemesh firefighters in Israel. The congregation
raised $100,00 to purchase the truck. The synagogue re-
sponded to the request by the Jewish National Fund to the
increased need for fire trucks in Israel due to the accelera-
tion of rocket attacks in recent years. Congregation B’nai
Tzedek, a Conservative synagogue of over 600 families, is
located at 10621 South Glen Road in Potomac.

Congregation Har Shalom , 11510 Falls Road,
Potomac, presents Maggie Anton, author of the popular
Rashi’s Daughter’s book series, on Wednesday, Nov. 19, 7:30

p.m. Anton will talk about her extensive research into the
world of Ashkenazic Jews during medieval times in France. To
register visit www.harshalommaggieanton.eventbrite.com or
call 301-299-70987 X 315.
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Sports

By Mark Giannotto

The Almanac

C
hurchill senior Alex Vassila
watches with pleasure as her
teammate Amy Kauffmann,

gets ready for every volleyball match.
Maybe for some it’s a little discon-

certing to watch as one of the Bull-
dogs’ best players misses shot after
shot before a game begins, but Vassila
knows it’s only a matter of time be-
fore all that negativity is put to good
use.

“She’s not mean, she knows what
she’s capable of and won’t settle for
less,” said Vassila.

The subtle understanding between
the two has more to do with Churchill
volleyball’s transformation from
county afterthought in past seasons to
regional semifinalists this year than
many would think. The Bulldogs’ run
ended last Wednesday with a close
four-game loss to Blake, but not be-
fore a true chemistry had developed.

“The volleyball team at Churchill
never used to be a team, it was more
like a past time,” said Kaufmann. “But
this year has been amazing.”

After enduring a sub .500 season
last year, Kaufmann, Vasilla, and the
rest of the team’s returning veterans
thought more of the same was inevi-
table this season. But an early-season
showdown with rival Wootton, who
the Bulldogs swept in straight games,

By Mike Weiner

The Almanac

L
ast Friday’s showdown of
neighborhood rivals
Churchill and Wootton had
all the makings of an in-

stant thriller; two schools that don’t
like each other, identical records for
both teams, and a shot at the play-
offs hanging in the balance. It also
had some drama thanks to last year’s
meeting between the two teams that
saw Churchill end Wootton’s chances
at making the playoffs for the first
time since 1991.

So after Wootton emerged victori-
ous, 37-27, in what many are calling
the most exciting high school football
game in Montgomery County this sea-
son, the players involved could only
marvel at how they had somehow
delivered on all that hype.

“It was about as exciting as it gets,”
said Wootton quarterback Mike
Mooney. “Going up against a big ri-
val with playoffs on the line, it’s about
all you can ask for.”

All of the fervor culminated with a
fourth-down play call as Wootton
barely hung onto a three-point lead
late in the fourth quarter. As has been
the standard protocol all season long,
the Patriot offense went into game-
changing mode — a common theme
throughout the night.

Facing a punting situation that would
have given Churchill a chance to steal the
victory, Wootton head coach Greg Malling
reached deep into his playbook for a play
that his team hadn’t run in a game thus far
this season.

Mooney rolled right and was flanked by
running back Andrew Rosenblatt, seemingly
running a typical option play. However, jun-
ior wide receiver Matt Grimm dashed the
opposite direction in front of Mooney, took
the pitch, and ran the opposite direction,
leaving Churchill’s defense running the
wrong way. Center Andy Van Wye had the
final block on Churchill senior Danny

Holzman that sprung Grimm free as he ran
untouched down the sideline for a 52-yard
touchdown that would prove to be the de-
cisive score. In a rush of emotion, it was
Mooney who met him in the end zone.

“As soon as I pitched it I knew he was
going to score,” Mooney said. “With all that
adrenaline, I wanted to meet him and be
the first one to greet him in the end zone.”

IN FRONT of a raucous home crowd,
Churchill dominated the rhythm in the first
half after giving up a touchdown on
Wootton’s first drive. Led by running back
Ryan Quinn, Churchill only allowed

Wootton to run six offensive plays in the
second quarter, stifling the Patriots’ spread
offense and all of its weapons. Quinn car-
ried 29 times for 130 yards and a touch-

down in the game, as the slow pace
favored Churchill. Even when
Wootton’s defense stifled the
Churchill run game, Bulldog quarter-
back Curran Chabra was able to move
the chains on a number of occasions,
keeping drives alive and keeping the
Patriot offense in a place it could do
no damage — on the sideline.

“They did a great job of staying on
the field,” Mooney said. “They were
out there so long that we couldn’t
really get into a rhythm.”

But Churchill only went into half-
time with a 13-7 lead and when
Wootton junior Rashawn Morris re-
turned the opening kickoff 92 yards
for a touchdown, momentum shifted
to the Patriot side — at least for the
time being.

After forcing a Churchill (6-4) punt
on the Bulldogs next possession,
Wootton struck again with another
big play, typical of Wootton’s offense
this year. Mooney found senior wide
receiver Matt Paris on a fade route,
and after a few nifty moves Paris
scampered past Churchill cornerback
Danny Holzman into the end zone for
a 75 yard touchdown and a 20-13
lead.

After Wootton (7-3) added a field
goal, Churchill’s running game re-
sponded with a big play of its own.
Facing a fourth down in their own
territory, Alex Kantor took a sweep 60
yards for a touchdown and cut

Wootton’s lead to three at 23-20.
A 15-yard unsportsmanlike penalty

marred the Bulldogs next possession and
the Patriots struck again, quickly, after a
beautifully thrown bomb from Mooney was
caught by senior wideout Matt Scherer for
a 40-yard gain that resulted in a Wootton
touchdown on the next play.

But less than a minute later, Chabra con-
nected with John Koutras for a 69-yard
touchdown that brought the Bulldogs
within three for the second time. That’s
when Malling and the Patriots decided to
pull the proverbial rabbit out of their hats
that resulted in a daring 52-yard touchdown
scamper.

The loss eliminated Churchill from the
postseason picture, disappointing since the
Bulldogs had begun the season winning five
of their first six games.

The win was Wootton’s first over
Churchill since 1998 and it paved the way
for a regional semifinal playoff game with
defending state champion Quince Orchard,
a team Wootton lost to by just five points to
open this season. For the Patriots, that game
served merely as a sign of things to come.

 “Anyone outside of Wootton football may
not have thought we could have made it,”
Mooney said. “But we knew this was com-
ing all along.”

Churchill seniors Amy
Kaufmann (left) and Alex
Vassila (right) helped the
Bulldog volleyball team to a
better-than-expected 11-5
record and an appearance in
the regional semifinals.
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Different approaches
help rejuvenate
Churchill volleyball.

Split
Personality
Seniors

See Rejuvenating,  Page 15

Friday’s Wootton/Churchill game was played
in front of a crowd of more than 5,000 rowdy
fans, tops for either school this year.

“It was amazing to know that the whole
school showed up,” said Wootton defensive
back Rashawn Morris.

The stands were packed to capacity, and po-
lice were in attendance to make sure the fans
of each school did not get out of hand. Each
school had separate ticket booths and entrances
into the game, a precaution taken because of
the history the schools have with fights between
students.

On the Wootton side, the student section was

Game Attracts Record Crowds
so full that Churchill’s bleachers broke in sev-
eral places. The constant jumping and literal
mosh-pits that came with the fervor of each
Wootton score forced some benches to snap off
their hinges. No one was injured because of the
hazard.

Towards the end of the game, three police
cars were stationed in front of both sides of the
bleachers, ensuring that neither team’s fans
would ‘storm the field’ no matter what the out-
come. Policemen and school security stood
guard on the track surrounding the field, dis-
couraging the action and filing students out the
exit directly after the game’s conclusion.

Wootton defeats rival Churchill and advances
to playoffs for the first time since 1991.

With Playoffs on the Line

Wootton Senior Mike Mooney attempts a
pass in last Friday’s 37-27 win over
Churchill. The victory gave Wootton its first
playoff appearance since 1991.
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15 Getaways

Enjoy warm beach waters 
past Labor Day

Extend your beach season 
into the fall with soothing 
and warmer ocean waters 
at this Sunset Beach, NC 
vacation home. Furnished 3 
or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. 
Newly remodeled, bright 
and airy beach island home 
on a secluded area of the is-
land surrounded by views of 
the canal, marsh and ocean 
inlet. Sit on one of the newly 
built front porches (1 
screened) and capture a 
gorgeous sunrise with your 
morning coffee or unwind 
with friends in the evening 
on the back deck and experi-
ence stunning sunset views. 
Whether you're looking for 
an investment property with 
excellent rental history, a 
vacation home on a unique 
island, or a little bit of both, 
this is the house for you.

Sunset Beach, a small barri-
er reef island 2 1/2 miles 
long and 1/3 mile wide, is 
quiet and family oriented and 
only 30 minutes from Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. Call 
Carly or David at 336-282-
1870 for more details

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

30 Misc. Wanted

Donate Real Estate
Local nonprofit looking to 
establish a private school 

for learning disabled in 
Potomac area. Need a 

donation of real property for 
a school site.  Also donate 
personal property, books, 

art, etc. Will pick up. 
240-994-1095

wingedmediainc@msn.com

Zone 5 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

301-983-1900

Zone 5:

• Potomac
ClassifiedClassified

I.A. Electric
E L E C T R I C A L  S E R V I C E
3 0 1 - 6 5 5 - 4 2 4 4

Commercial/Residential • 20 Years Experience
Master Electrician • Insured and Bonded
BEST RATES in Montgomery County!

RECEIVE A $20 DISCOUNT
with this ad on minimum of $150!

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles

•Repairs •Reroofs

•Flat Roofs

Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

Since 1981 VA License
#2705 023803

LANDSCAPING

GGAARRDDEENNEERR
Energetic Gardener, 

speaks French &
English. Weeding. 
Planting. Edging. 

Mulching. Maintenance.  
Potomac references. 

301-980-8258

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.compotomacalmanac.com

Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

LANDSCAPING

One man 
with courage

makes a
majority.

-Andrew Jackson

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
Fax 703-917-0992

E-mail: classified
@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

EmploymentEmployment
Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Tuesday 11 a.m. • 301-983-1900
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

The future
comes one day

at a time.
-Dean Acheson

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Call John Lovaas,
703-917-6405 or email
internship@connection
newspapers.com
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Be one of the first to try...

A hearing device like no other.

Blinds For Le$$

For Personal Shop At Home Service

Call Ellen Goodman
703-938-8304

Window Coverings

• Duette® Shades
• Silhouette® Shadings
• Country Woods®

• Mini Blinds

• Vertical Blinds
• Pleated Shades
• Luminette®

• Vignette®

THE Fashion for windows
Great Savings per window
$100 Rebate per

Luminette® Privacy Sheer
Up to 10 - Offer ends 12/15/08

$50 Rebate per
Silhouette® Window Shading
Up to 10 - Offer ends 12/15/08

FREE
LiteRise® with Duette®
Shades or Applause®
Honeycomb Shades.

Offer ends 11/25/08

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

To add your Realtor-represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call Kenneth Lourie

703-917-6475 or E-Mail the info to
Klourie@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings due by Monday at 3 pm.

SPECTACULAR OPEN HOUSES
 November 15th & 16th

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in the Almanac.
 For more real estate listings and open houses visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com,

click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Potomac

10716 Barn Wood Ln. $1,795,000 Sun 1-4 Leslie Friedson Long & Foster 301-455-8795

8816 Harness Tr. $789,000 Sun 1-4 Leslie Friedson Long & Foster 301-455-8795

10 Hearthstone Ct. $720,000 Sun 1-4 Jane Fairweather Coldwell Banker 240-223-4663

8810 Stonehaven Ct. $725,000 Sun 1-4 Ashton Vessali Weichert 703-760-8880

9800 Tibron Ct. $1,649,000 Sun 1-4 Leslie Friedson Long & Foster 301-455-8795

North Potomac

11516 Alcinda Ln. $485,000 Sun 1-4 Margaret Martinez Weichert 301-674-8300

Bethesda

7912 Cindy Ln. $749,999 Sun 1-4 Pierpaolo Verrone Weichert 301-656-2500

6204 Dunrobbin Dr. $749,000 Sun 1-4 Rachelle Levin Long & Foster 301-983-0060

6521 Greentree Rd. $625,000 Sun 1-4 Jane Fairweather Coldwell Banker 240-223-4663

6114 Goldtree Way $1,049,000 Sun 1-4 Ashton Vessali Weichert 703-760-8880

7304 Helmsdale Rd. $1,999,000 Sun 1-4 Leslie Friedson Long & Foster 301-455-8795

5826 Ipswich Rd. $639,000 Sun 1-4 Howard Lerner Long & Foster 240-497-4061

5420 Mohican Rd. $899,000 Sun 1-4 Susan Brooks WC & AN Miller 301-229-4000

9000 Quintana Dr. $799,000 Sun 1-4 Betty Gardiner Long & Foster 301-325-0599

9837 Singleton Dr. $1,599,000 Sat/Sun 1-4 Kathy Friedman Re/Max 301-385-2969

6121 Temple St. $649,900 Sun 1-4 Thomas Whiteman Long & Foster 301-907-7600

5301 Westbard Cir. #404 $650,000 Sun 1-3 Lisa Marcais Keller Williams 301-515-1155

Chevy Chase

8101 Conn. Ave. N-209 $622,000 Sun 1-4 Francis Slowinski WC & AN Miller 301-229-4000

8037 Ellingson Dr. $949,000 Sun 1-4 Barbara Nalls Long & Foster 240-497-1700

8417 Lynwood Pl. $825,000 Sun 1-4 Kay Waters Coldwell banker 301-921-1040

3203 Winnett Rd. $912,000 Sun 1-4 Diann Gottron Long & Foster 301-523-1811

7111 Woodmont Ave. #206 $599,000 Sun 1-4 Wendy Banner Long & Foster 301-365-9090

From Page 13

showed there might be something more this time
around.

“We played better than we ever knew we could,”
said Kaufmann. “We saw what we were capable of.”

The momentum from that win carried over to the
rest of the team, and alongside fellow captain Kristy
Tung, the personalities of leaders like Kaufmann and
Vassila brought some much-needed synergy to a split
team. It has paid dividends in the form of an 11-5
record.

“They know what it’s like to be a part of a team
and be team leaders,” said coach Amanda Cook.

Funny thing is Kaufmann and Vassila are good
friends off the court, but they couldn’t be more dif-
ferent on it.

It’s hard not to hear Kaufmann during a given
match, as she plays with an intensity unseen in many
high school gyms. Constantly moving whether it’s
for a game-saving dig or a momentum-shifting kill,

Cook describes her star succinctly as “the most com-
petitive player I’ve ever coached.”

On the other end of the spectrum — at least on
the court — is Vassila, who specializes in playing at
the net thanks to her height (6-foot-2) and agility
from being a Churchill basketball player in the win-
ters. And when it comes to competitive fire, the “al-
ways-smiling” Vassila leaves that to her feistier team-
mate.

“When we’re happy and laughing about stuff that
happens, we do better,” said Vassila.

The two philosophies have come together to cre-
ate a team personality that neither Kaufmann nor
Vassila thought possible when the season began in
September. “I came into this season thinking it was
going to be like last year, where it was more fun than
it was competitive,” said Kaufmann following
Churchill’s loss to Blake last week. “But as the sea-
son went on, it actually kind of dawned on us that
we’re playing well together.”

Rejuvenating Churchill Volleyball

Churchill senior Angela Biciocchi has
signed a letter-of-intent to play lacrosse
at the University of Delaware next year
under coach Kim Ciarocca. Biciocchi led
the Churchill’s girl’s lacrosse team with
58 goals and 25 assists last spring and
was named to the all-County first team.
The Bulldogs made it to the regional
semifinals. Biciocchi is also point guard
for the Churchill girl’s basketball team.
She is pictured above with (left to right)
Churchill athletic director David Kelley,
her father, Churchill principal Joan
Benz, and her mother.

Signing Up
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Now!
1,000s
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and
more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Photo
Galleries
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