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T
he City Council campaign took an
unexpected turn this week, with
former Mayor Kerry Donley throw-

ing his hat into the ring to run for a seat he
held in the late 1980s and early 1990s. The
former mayor will pose a direct challenge
to the current City Council incumbents, all
of whom are Democrats expected to stand
for re-election. Unseating an incumbent
Democratic City Council member would be
unprecedented — at least in recent memory.
Yet Donley, who served as chairman of the
Virginia Democratic Party after his term as
mayor, could pose a serious threat to the

Donley
To Run for
Council
Former mayor
pursues Democratic
nomination.

Where Not To
Drive a Stolen Car

Warning to drivers of stolen vehicles:
Think twice about trying to enter the
security gate at the Alexandria Deten-
tion Center. Just ask Jami Muhammad,
an 18-year-old Washington, D.C. resi-
dent who tried to get a stolen four-door
Toyota through Gate C of the city jail
and police headquarters Monday
night. After realizing that he had come
to a dead end on Mill Road, a police
spokeswoman said, Muhammad threw
the sedan into reverse and slammed
into a police cruiser waiting to make
its way into the center. He then aban-
doned the stolen vehicle and ran into
a construction zone, where he was ap-
prehended.

“We didn’t have to take him very far
to be processed,” said Ashley
Hildebrandt, public information officer
with the Alexandria Police Depart-
ment. “But the case was handled the
same way as if it happened at a gro-
cery store. This one just happened to
take place at the jail.”

— Michael Lee Pope

And Then There Were None
The T.C. Williams High School Theater Department presents its fall
play, Agatha Christie’s “And Then There Were None,” at 7:30 p.m. on
Nov. 14, 15, 21 and 22, in the school’s auditorium, 3330 King St.,
Alexandria. Tickets are $7 for adults and $5 for Alexandria City
Public Schools employees, students and senior citizens.

Inside: Holiday Gift Guide

By David Schultz

The Gazette

A
mada Wells is a happy, healthy
three year old. She likes to watch
Dora the Explorer on television
and has a poster above her play

area of someone she calls “Rock Obama.”
Her shyness around strangers is betrayed
by an infectious, cherubic smile that she
can’t hide when she’s feeling playful.

Amada is too young to remember that her
life wasn’t always this idyllic.
When she was five months
old, a social worker took her
away from her birth mother
and placed her into foster
care. Amada’s mother suf-
fered from mental illness and
was no longer able to take care of her.

She was placed with Katina Wells, a 35-
year-old special education teacher at
Barcroft Elementary School in Arlington.
The day the Arlington County Foster Care
Program contacted Wells was the day be-
fore the one-year anniversary of her father’s
death. She had taken time off from work to
be alone when she got the call about
Amada.

“Should I do this?” Wells asked herself.

Even though Wells was still in mourning
over her father, she decided to take Amada
into her Alexandria apartment. When she
went to pick Amada up, there was an in-
stant connection. “Look, I’m here to take
pretty good care of care of you,” she told
the five month old. “Please don’t give me a
hard time.” Amada looked at her and nod-
ded.

The next day, Wells contracted an intense
stomach virus and was in and out of the
bathroom all night. Despite being away

from her mother in a new
situation, Amada was peace-
ful throughout. “She’d be in
her seat and she’d be won-
derful,” Wells recalled. “She
slept all night. She really
understood me.”

WELLS, With a wide smile and a thick
New York accent from her formative years
spent growing up in the Bronx, is an ex-
ample of the dedication and compassion
that it takes to be a foster parent.

As the economy worsens, county officials
predict that more and more children will
be placed into foster care as a result of fi-
nancial stresses. “We’re really worried about

Open Homes, Open Hearts
Alexandria woman exemplifies the struggles
and rewards of being a foster parent.

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

T
he late William Bromley “Bill”
Hurd was eulogized Monday
afternoon during a memorial

service in his honor that drew nearly
70 people to Saint Paul’s Episcopal
Church, 228 S. Pitt St., Alexandria.

“My father had a full life. The fam-
ily would like you to remember him
in that frame of reference,” his son
William B.
Hurd, Jr., told
those in atten-
dance at the
beginning of
the half-hour
service which was followed by a re-
ception in the church social room.

Speaking for Alexandria Mayor
William B. Euille and the Alexandria
City Council, Vice Mayor Redella
“Del” Pepper praised Hurd for his
years of service and accomplishments
for the city. She also read a procla-
mation that was presented to Hurd
on May 25, 2005, which recognized
his myriad roles both locally and at
the federal government level.

Acknowledging that Hurd had been
named one of Alexandria’s Living Leg-
ends in 2007, Pepper said, “Bill Hurd’s
contributions to this city are legend-
ary and without equal.”

He and the many roles he played
throughout his life was also recog-
nized by state Sen. Patricia “Patsy”
Ticer who gave the Epistle Reading.
“I had the great pleasure of being a
life long friend of Bill Hurd,” Ticer
said.

That privilege was echoed by Sandy
Modell who told the assemblage, “I
was so fortunate to have known Bill
for those many years.” Modell, DASH
general manager, nominated Hurd for
the Living Legend honor.

HURD DIED at the age of 93 on Sat-
urday, Oct. 25, 2008 at Arlington
Hospital Center after suffering a fall
at Goodwin House where he resided
for the past two years after moving
from his longtime home of South

Honoring
Bill Hurd
Friends, family attend
memorial service.

“I idolize her in
a lot of ways.”

— N’Dorah Tarawally,
social worker

“My father
had a full life.”

— William B. Hurd, Jr.
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News

Unpainted Lady
The off-white building at the southwest corner of Prince and

Alfred streets has found itself in the middle of an increasingly
nasty battle between city officials and a business owner who
painted the historic structure in violation of the city’s preserva-
tion code.

On one side of the dispute is Alexandria businessman Rob
Kaufman, founder of PMA Properties and owner of a 1915 build-
ing originally constructed as the Mount Vernon Dairy. Last year,
he ignored the city’s preservation codes and began painting the
previously unpainted brick structure, then ignored a stop-work
order when code-enforcement officials noticed the violation.

On the other side of the dispute are members of the Old Town
Civic Association, who filed an appeal of a decision by the Board
of Architectural Review to grant an after-the-fact approval of the
paintjob. They argue that Kaufman should be forced to remove
the paint and pay a fine hefty enough to discourage future viola-
tors. Clearly, the preservationists have the ear of elected leaders.

“I want the paint removed,” demanded Vice Mayor Del Pep-
per during a public hearing on the issue Saturday afternoon.

Council members overturned the Board of Architectural Review’s
after-the-fact approval of the paint and ordered staff members to
find some resolution. But Pepper warned she was not interested
in negotiating for a fine, although she said one was warranted.
Rather, the vice mayor explained she wanted the paint removed
and the historic character of the building restored. Now that
Kaufman has replaced his land-use attorney with a trail lawyer
and stopped cooperating with officials who are seeking to con-
duct test samples on the paint, the dispute could be on its way
across the street to the city courthouse.

“I think it’s likely that we are going to end up talking about this
in executive session,” said Councilman Rob Krupicka, indicat-
ing that a lawsuit was more likely than not.

Tree Shakedown
Poet Joyce Kilmer famously said that he had never seen a

poem as lovely as a tree. But then again Kilmer never tried to get
a special-use permit.

When City Council members were considering an application
for a new diner on King Street, Councilman Paul Smedberg
questioned one of the requirements listed in the staff report. Con-
dition 21 demanded that “the applicant shall contribute $250 for
one street tree to be planted in the nearby vicinity of the subject
property” — a requirement that struck Smedberg as arbitrary,
especially considering all the other recent permits that had been
approved with no tree mandate.

“I’m no objecting to this necessarily,” said Smedberg, adding
that the Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities
explain the new policy in writing. “But it has to be consistent
across the board.”

Developing the Onus
Do campaign contributions buy favor at City Hall? Cynics would

point to donations made by developers seeking approval from
elected leaders, although Virginia law does not forbid the prac-
tice. Yet following the money isn’t easy, and some say transpar-
ency could be increased.

Enter a series of charter amendments City Council members
will seek during next year’s General Assembly session.

According to a drafts approved by council members last week-
end, the city will seek approval from Richmond for permission to
prohibit developers from making a campaign contribution to a
City Council member within a year of seeking approval for a
project. The proposed amendments would also require disclo-
sure of any previous donations and force developers to identify
investors and any contributions they have made.

“This is exactly what Fairfax County does by requiring the ap-
plicant to disclose campaign contributions,” said Councilman
Justin Wilson, one of the three members who drafted the origi-
nal proposal last month. “So the onus us not on the members.
The onus is on the applicant.”

— Michael Lee Pope

Council Notebook

A
lexandria Fire
Department’s Hazardous
Materials Team was sum-

moned to Covanta Energy, 5301
Eisenhower Ave., on Saturday,
Nov. 15, after a report that a trash
truck was emitting radiation.
Upon arrival the team confirmed
that radiation was coming from
the rear compartment of the pri-
vately owned trash truck.

Covanta Energy’s radiation
monitors went off as the truck en-
tered the exterior inspection area.
The truck was prevented from en-
tering the building and placed in
a Safe Zone until readings were
gathered and confirmed, accord-
ing to Capt. Luis Santano, public
information officer, Alexandria
Fire Department.

Low levels of radiation were
confirmed by the team to be com-

ing from the truck’s closed rear
collection area, Santano reported.
An isotope identifier was used to
locate medical waste which was
ultimately determined to be the
source of the radiation.

Building staff was in the process
of ceasing operations for the day
when the event occurred. Radia-
tion monitors were used to rule
out any exposure to the truck
driver. The low level of the radia-
tion posed no threat to either
Covanta employees or the sur-
rounding area, according to
Santano.

The private trash collection com-
pany will be responsible for clean
up and disposal of the hazardous
materials through the use of an
approved hazardous waste con-
tractor, Santano reported.

S
CAN (Stop Child Abuse Now) of Northern
Virginia held a birthday party Saturday, Nov.
15, at the George Washington Masonic Na
tional Memorial, celebrating 20 years. The

evening was filled with music from the Patrick Coo-
per Jazz Group, gourmet food tasting from area res-
taurants, wine tasting from vintner sponsors and
tables of gifts and getaways donated for the silent
auction. All proceeds from the event benefit the work
of SCAN of Northern Virginia. More photos at
www.gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.

Celebrating 20 years of
SCAN of Northern Virginia.

A Toast to Hope

Former City Manager Phil Sunderland
and Elsie Mosqueda.

SCAN founder David Cleary
with his wife Carol.

Cassie McLaughlin, Charlie Collum, Shawn McLaughlin,
Mayor Bill Euille and former Mayor Kerry Donley
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Radiation Detected
In Trash Truck

Police Launch
‘Most Wanted’
On Web site

Visitors to the Alexandria
Police Department’s Web site
will see two new features. These
features, an Alexandria Police
Department Most Wanted and
Cold Case pages, will assist
detectives by providing the
public with photos and informa-
tion on open cases and wanted
fugitives.

The Most Wanted page was
created so residents can assist in
locating serious offenders who
have fled the area to avoid
arrest and prosecution. This
page will focus on violent
offenders who may be a threat
to others. The police will update
this page as needed.

The Police Department hopes
to use the Cold Case page to
gather investigative leads on
cases that continue to be
unresolved. Detectives are
actively investigating several of
the cases listed on the page. As
the page grows, more cold cases
will be added to include other
violent offenses.
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People

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette

E
ver since she walked into
a newsroom of the
Meriden Record as a
sixth-grade student,

Mary Anne Weber has been a jour-
nalist at heart. She landed her first
newspaper job at the age of 16,
with the editor warning her to
“look older” when the out-of-town
owner was touring the facility.
Since that time, she has worked
for wire services, daily newspa-
pers, weekly newspapers and a
magazine she founded to cover
Suffolk County, N.Y. Now — after
more than four decades in the
business — Weber is retiring from
her position as editor of three com-
munity papers owned by Connec-
tion Newspapers, including the
Alexandria Gazette Packet.

“Mary Anne brings a humaniz-
ing and empathetic eye to what we
do in a community newspaper,”
said Connection publisher Mary
Kimm. “And she’s got a great sense
of humor.”

Weber studied journalism and
history at Marquette University,
where she received a bachelor’s
degree in 1963. When a neighbor
went on maternity leave from the
local newspaper, Weber took her
place as a proofreader at the
Southington News. As a senior in
college, she was hired as a gen-
eral assignment reporter for UPI
— finding herself in the male-
dominated world of journalism,
where her feisty spirit and take-
no-prisoners attitude led the way

for countless women who fol-
lowed in her footsteps.

“I remember having many argu-
ments with editors about how
women were presented in the
news,” said Weber, who has been
with Connection Newspapers since
1995. “They wanted to refer to
women by their husband’s name,
and I thought that was idiotic.”

AS A REPORTER  for the
“women’s page” for the Suffolk
Sun in the late 1960s, Weber tried
to expand the coverage beyond
society news and fashion report-
ing by writing about health issues
and education trends. In the early
1970s she spent years researching
a series of stories on the detrimen-
tal effects of Agent Orange, the
herbicide and defoliant used by

Award-winning Editor Steps Down
After more than four
decades in journalism,
Mary Anne Weber retires.

A native of
Yonkers, N.Y.,

Mary Anne
Weber has

been an
editor at

Connection
Newspapers
since 1995.

the United States military during
the Vietnam War. After spending
a decade as a reporter, Weber be-
came managing editor of the Vil-
lage Herald and the Village Times
before launching her own maga-
zine, known as “Suffolk,” which
published five issues in 1979.

“We were undercapitalized,” she
said, adding that the magazine
had about 30,000 subscribers. “We
really had no idea how much
money it would take to start a
magazine.”

In 1989, she became press sec-
retary to U.S. Rep. George
Hochbrueckner (D-NY), a friend
from church who had courted
Weber for years before she finally
took the job in the Long Island of-
fice. As a longtime journalist, We-
ber knew how to handle reporters
on deadline and how to conduct
research for the congressman. She
stayed with the congressman un-
til he was ousted by the “Contract
with America” Republican sweep
of 1994.

THE NEXT YEAR, Weber was
hired at Connection Newspapers,
where she has served as editor of
several community newspapers.

“I think community newspapers
are the future of journalism,” said
Weber, a resident of Alexandria.
“They are the only place where
you can find out about what is
going on in your own back yard in
the local community, and there
will always be a place for that.”

During her time at McLean-

Journalistic Recognition
Some of Weber’s Virginia Press Association Awards:
❖ 2007: First Place, Excellence of Lifestyle or Entertainment pages for Alex-
andria Gazette Packet
❖ 2007: Third Place, General Makeup, Overall Excellence for Alexandria Ga-
zette Packet
❖ 2006: Second Place, General Makeup, Overall Excellence for Alexandria
Gazette Packet
❖ 2005: Third Place, Page Design for McLean Connection
❖ 2004: First Place, Public Service for “Dying to Drive” in Potomac Almanac
❖ 2004: Second Place, Front Page Design for McLean Connection
❖ 2004: Second Place, Special Editions, Children’s Connection for McLean
Connection
❖ 2003: First Place, Election Coverage for McLean Connection
❖ 2003: Second Place, Excellence of General Makeup for McLean Connec-
tion
❖ 2002: First place, Special Projects, “Secession: Welcome to the State of
Northern Virginia”
❖ 2001: First Place, Special Edition, Newcomers and Community Guide for
Vienna Connection
❖ 2000: Second Place, Specialty Sections, real estate for Great Falls Connec-
tion
❖ 1999: First Place, Special Projects, Local Election Coverage for Great Falls
Connection

F
ew people are as well
known in Alexandria as
John Porter, the long-

time principal of T.C. Williams
High School who is now an as-
sistant superintendent. His com-
munity service includes leader-
ship positions in the United Way,
Crime Solvers and the Alexan-
dria Community Trust. He has
also served on regional and
state organizations focusing in
education and athletics and is
the recipient of numerous
awards. For all of these reasons
— and more —ºPorter received
the Alexandria Volunteer
Bureau’s Marian Van
Landingham Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award.

Porter, who served 22 years as
principal of T.C. Williams High
School, received the award from
Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, chair of
AVB’s Evening in the Heart of
Alexandria at Gadsby’s Tavern.

“John Porter typifies the spirit
of the Marian Van Landingham
Award,” said Lawhorne, who
presented the award on Oct. 29.
“He has dedicated not only his

professional life to the well-be-
ing of Alexandrians but has
lived and breathed commitment
to this community through vol-
unteer service.” The award is
named for former state Del.
Marian Van Landingham (D-
45), who was a longtime repre-
sentative for Alexandria in the
General Assembly and is an ac-
tive supporter of the arts.

Photo by Louise Krafft/

Gazette Packet

John Porter.

Porter Wins Van Landingham Award

J
ohn J. Renner, II, of Renner
and Company, CPA, P.C., Al
exandria, has been named

“Super CPA” by the Virginia Soci-
ety of Certified Public Accountants
in the this year’s contest in Virginia
Business magazine. Renner was
selected by his peers as a winner
in the corporate tax category.

Virginia Business sent an official
ballot to more than 7,000 Virginia
CPA’s asking them to identify peers
they considered the best in their
field. After the voting, 320 winners
were selected in 12 categories and
were highlighted in a special “Su-
per CPA’s” Report in the magazine’s
November issue.

“I am honored to receive this
award from the Virginia Society. I
appreciate being recognized by the

profession and I believe in the
importance of giving back to your
profession and your community,”
said Renner, the founder and man-
aging shareholder of Renner and
Company, one of the largest CPA
firms in Alexandria.

During his 35 years in public
accounting, Renner has helped
small businesses grow and flour-
ish. He has served as president of
the Northern Chapter of the Vir-
ginia Society of CPA’s and as a
board member of the Virginia So-
ciety of CPA’s. Renner also serves
on a number of nonprofit boards
of business and charitable organi-
zations as well as various city com-
missions. With a staff of 20, the
firm is known for its community
involvement and service.

Renner Named ‘Super CPA’

On Saturday, Nov. 8, 2008,
Winifred Marlborough Harrington
married Richard Alexander
Robinson at Saint Mary’s Catholic
Church in Alexandria. Winifred is
the daughter of Mr. John Madison
Harrington, Jr. and Mrs. Virginia
O’Donnell Harrington of Alexan-
dria. Alexander is the son of Mr.
Thomas Lee Robinson and Mrs.
Helen Muscat Robinson of Mobile,
Ala.

The Rev. R. Scott Hurd of the
Archdiocese of Washington cel-
ebrated the nuptial mass along

with concelebrants the Rev. John
C. Cregan of the Diocese of Arling-
ton, Dom Julian Steade, O.S.B. of
Portsmouth, R.I., the Rev. Warren
G. Wall of the Archdiocese of Mo-
bile, and the Rev. Richard B. Will-
iams, O.P. of Saint Catharine, Ky.
in the presence of the bride’s and
the groom’s families and friends.

The couple and their families re-
ceived their guests at Woodlawn
Plantation in Mount Vernon fol-
lowing the ceremony. After they
wed, Mr. and Mrs. Robinson will
reside in Beaufort, S.C.

Harrington, Robinson Wed

Photo by

Louise Krafft

Gazette Packet
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• Ships Clocks
• Ships bells
• Ship models
• Nautical lamps
• Lanterns • Barometers
• Ship wheels
• Decanters & glasses
• Retirement Gifts
• Promotion Gifts
• Military Gifts

Visit Northern Virginia’s premier military & nautical gift shop
specializing in promotion & retirement gifts for Army, Navy,
Air Force, Marines and Coast Guard.

1677 Crystal Square Arcade
Arlington, Virginia 22202

(703) 413-6289

Please call for directions & hours
www.shipshatch.com

News

Cost of Competing
❖ Beginning teachers in Alexandria

make $42,671, but the cost of living
in Northern Virginia is much higher
than other parts of the
commonwealth.

❖ Beginning teachers in Newport News
make $39,000, but the cost of living
in Newport News is 34 percent
cheaper than living in Alexandria.

❖ Beginning teachers in Richmond make
$39,712, but the cost of living in
Richmond is 37 percent cheaper than
living in Alexandria.

❖ Beginning teachers is Roanoke make
$35,000, but the cost of living in
Roanoke is 43 percent cheaper than
living in Alexandria.

SOURCE: Alexandria City Public Schools

State formula
recognizing cost
of living in NoVa
is under threat.

Competing
For Funds

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

A
 beginning teacher in Al-
exandria makes
$42,671 a year — not
bad for an entry-level

position, although living on that
salary in Northern Virginia is con-
siderably more difficult than liv-
ing in other parts of the common-
wealth. By way of comparison, a
beginning teacher in Newport
News makes $39,000 yet the cost
of living there is 34 percent
cheaper than in Alexandria. As a
result of this disparity, the General
Assembly has long recognized the
cost-of-living differential as part of
the funding formulas when con-
sidering how much funding is is-
sued to localities.

But all that may change next
year.

Del. Phil Hamilton (R-93) said
he wants to “initiate a conversa-
tion” about the a budget formula
known as the “cost of competing,”
which adjusts allocations to local
jurisdictions based on the cost of
living in that area. If the factor was
eliminated, Hamilton estimated, it
would save the commonwealth
about $178 million over a two-
year period.

“I think we need to have a seri-
ous conversation about why 18
localities get a cost-of-competing
adjustment while the other 114
localities don’t get anything,” said
Hamilton, the coordinator of pro-
fessional development for New-
port News Public Schools. “If the
governor is true to his word that

See School Funds,  Page 11
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Living Legends

By Amy Bertsch

Office of Historic Alexandria

This is the sixth  of a series of 12 profiles that
chronicle Alexandria’s Living Legends, people who are
today’s history makers. Living Legends of Alexandria
is a joint project of the Rotary Club of Alexandria and
the Alexandria Gazette Packet. Conceived and di-
rected by Nina Tisara, it is designed as an ongoing
project to identify and honor those individuals whose
vision and dedication make a tangible difference to
the quality of life in Alexandria. For more informa-
tion or to nominate a Legend for next year’s program,
visit www.tisaraphoto.com/legends.

L
illie Finklea and Louise Massoud
were both born in Washington,
D.C., within a year of each other,
before the Civil Rights Movement

and before the Wilson Bridge connected
Virginia with Maryland, but while a small
parcel of land in Alexandria was still marked
as an African-American cemetery.

Lillie moved to Alexandria as a child and
Louise moved to Arlington. The area
boomed following the Second World War.
Roads became busier, and the Eisenhower
Interstate system created a grid across the
country and a loop around the nation’s capi-
tal. A new bridge spanning the Potomac was
planned, and entrepreneurs explored build-
ing motels and service stations to accom-
modate the influx of residents and visitors.

The crossroads in Alexandria where the
George Washington Memorial Parkway met
Washington Street would now reach across
the Beltway. After a proposal to build a ho-
tel there was thwarted, the small parcel of
land became the site of a Flying A gas sta-
tion.

MORE THAN 40 years after the Wilson
Bridge was finished, plans called for expan-
sion. Without question it would greatly af-
fect the south side of historic Old Town Al-
exandria. Neighbors were concerned about
noise, pollution, traffic, and impact on natu-
ral and historic resources. Lillie and Louise,
both now living on the south side, shared
those concerns. Then in January 1997, they
read a Washington Post article about the
tragic history of the small parcel of land
where the gas station and later an office
building were standing.

The site had been Freedmen’s Cemetery,
a burial ground established by the military
during the Civil War occupation of Alexan-
dria. Housing, diet and sanitation during
the war were poor, and thousands of Afri-
can Americans flocking to Alexandria to
seek freedom were faced with deteriorat-
ing conditions. Hundreds of them died, and

in 1864, the U.S. Army established a cem-
etery for them on the southern edge of
town, directly across from St. Mary’s Catho-
lic Cemetery.

Over the next four years, more than 1,800
freedmen, or contrabands as they were of-
ten termed by military officials, were bur-
ied there. The superintendent documented
the names, ages and, when available, other
details in a written record. In 1868, burials
ceased and the federal government aban-
doned the cemetery. Confederate loyalists
in Alexandria tried to put the defeat of the
war behind them but memorialized the sac-
rifices of their brothers in gray. African
American residents, many who had been
born in slavery, made their homes, found
work, built churches and schools, and
struggled to find family members who had
been sold away.

THE WOODEN MARKERS that had me-
morialized the dead at Freedmen’s Cem-
etery decomposed. A brick company hauled
away clay soil and compromised the graves.
In the early 20th century, the George Wash-
ington Memorial Parkway was built over
part of the graveyard. The Beltway construc-
tion destroyed the southern edge of the
cemetery. And although a 1939 tax map
clearly identified the “Negro Cemetery,” that
did not keep a gas station from shattering
countless more graves. With time, the
memory of the cemetery faded until it was
indeed forgotten.

Alexandria historian Michael Miller had
re-discovered the existence of the site, and
Virginia historian Wesley Pippenger recov-

ered the cemetery superintendent’s burial
records and transcribed the names. Lillie
and Louise wondered, how could this cem-
etery have been so violated while St. Mary’s
remained so well maintained?

Lillie appealed to the African-American
churches in Alexandria but received a lim-
ited a response. She contacted City staff
who were supportive but couldn’t do much
since the gas station and office building
were now private property. She pleaded
with City officials who were facing many
problems posed by the bridge, and she con-
tinued to tell the story of Freedmen’s Cem-
etery to anyone who would listen.

In 1997, as plans for the new Wilson
Bridge emerged, Lillie and Louise not only
wanted to ensure that it would not further
impact what remained of the cemetery, they
wanted to see the site memorialized as the
sacred ground it had once been. They both
had grown up with an appreciation for their
ancestors and as children, remembered vis-
iting the cemeteries where their family
members rested. On Memorial Day, they left
flowers on the graves of their ancestors, so
Louise suggested that they do the same
thing at Freedmen’s Cemetery.

In May of 1997, they hosted a special trib-
ute on Memorial Day at the cemetery, a
wreath-laying event that helped publicly
identify the site as a cemetery. Two mem-
bers of the Alexandria City Council joined
them, and a proclamation was issued de-
claring the last week of May a “Week of
Remembrance of the Freedmen’s Cemetery.”
Interest from other Alexandria officials
grew, and Lillie and Louise expanded their

efforts. They had nothing to lose and never
hesitated to ask for support.

THEY FORMED the Friends of Freedmen’s
Cemetery, and each Memorial Day, they re-
turned to the cemetery to place flowers at
the site. More City Council members joined
them, and soon some churches and civic
associations made donations to the group.
The local branch of the NAACP showed in-
terest. The media started to take notice and
public awareness increased through their
news coverage.

Lillie, Louise and the rest of the Friends
secured a grant from the Virginia Founda-
tion for the Humanities to build a Web site
and to produce a pamphlet. They put up a
small sign, illustrated with a hopeful rain-
bow, on the chain link fence between the
Beltway and the gas station. They raised
money for a Virginia historical highway
marker and continued to hold annual me-
morial tributes with an official proclama-
tion for a week of remembrance.

The City of Alexandria had filed suit to
stop the proposed Wilson Bridge expansion
and when they settled, it was only after as-
surance that historic resources would be
protected. Lillie and Louise wondered if that
would include Freedmen’s Cemetery. Ar-
chaeological investigations determined that
graves still remained and many were likely
intact. Federal funds could be used to pro-
tect the site, but how much could be done
with a gas station on top of so much of the
cemetery?

Bridge construction began and Lillie,
Louise and their neighbors saw the steady
parade of dump trucks and heard the deaf-
ening pile driving. Both women worked
closely with City archaeologists and with
staff at the Alexandria Black History Mu-
seum, which opened an exhibition about the
cemetery. Stories in the Alexandria Gazette,
the Washington Post and the Washington
Times captured the hearts of people in Al-
exandria and beyond.

THE CITY determined that mitigation
funds could be used to save Freedmen’s
Cemetery. In 2007, the City purchased the
office building and the gas station and tore
down both structures. In June, the site was
officially rededicated as a cemetery and City
archaeologists worked the rest of the year
to document remaining grave shafts, dis-
covering nearly 500.  Lillie and Louise were
appointed to serve on a steering committee
to select a winning design from a public
competition that yielded dozens of entries
from across the country. This fall, the City
of Alexandria announced the winning con-
cept for the Alexandria Contrabands and
Freedmen’s Cemetery Memorial.

Lillie and Louise set out to protect, pre-
serve and restore the cemetery, and their
mission is nearly complete. For being the
voice of approximately 1,800 once-forgot-
ten African Americans, many who experi-
enced only months or weeks of freedom
before their deaths, Lillie Finklea and Louise
Massoud are indeed Living Legends.

Two Women Who Restored a Cemetery
Lillie Finklea and
Louise Massoud
worked to keep the
memory and reality
of Freedmen’s
Cemetery alive.

Photo by Nina Tisara

Lillie Finklea and Louise Massoud.
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LONG & FOSTER
ALEXANDRIA • MT. VERNON

Your local professionals with a world of experience

Paul Petefish
Branch Manager

5845 Richmond Highway

Alexandria VA 22303

703-960-8900
www.longandfoster.com

Alexandria $385,500

HOLLIN HALL VILLAGE
This cozy, ‘50s, three bedroom rambler is ready for 2nd
owner. Everything inside and outside has been remod-
eled and renovated. New kitchen and bath, gleaming
hardwood floors and phenomenal attic storage. Walk to
shops and restaurants. Convenient to FT. Belvoir, Old
Town, Pentagon.

Wendy Shelley  703-919-6045

Alexandria

$471,000

ALEXANDRIA
CITY

Impressive, 3 level,
3BR, 2.5BA, brick
front, two car garage
townhouse offers,
hardwood floors on
all levels, open floor
plan, 9’ & 11’
ceilings, gas fireplace
w/marble, lavish
master suite, large

open kitchen w/island. Minutes to I395/I495,
Metro, restaurants and shops.

NaToya Joshua  703-725-4414

Alexandria South/Wilton Woods $569,950

LOCATION, RENOVATIONS, CLOSE TO METRO!
3 finished levels w/2 fireplaces, wood floors & fresh
paint throughout. New kitchen w/granite counters,
shaker cabinets, stainless appliances & breakfast
room w/greenhouse window & desk. 1 car garage. Cul-
de-sac location and just minutes to Old Town, easy to
Ft. Belvoir & path to Metro.

Val Klotz  703-303-9744

Alexandria $449,900

LOWER PRICE! LOVELY HOME!
Reduced. Spacious rooms throughout this 4BR, 3.5BA, 3
level colonial in super neighborhood.  Upper 2 levels
w/light hardwood or ceramic tile floors & new carpet in
living & rec rooms. Large kitchen w/breakfast room opens
to oversized deck & fenced yard. Close to Metro, parks,
shops.6919 Stoneybrooke Lane.

Mary Sellman  703-864-9223

Alexandria $275,000
NICE CORNER LOT

Very well kept, three level, five bedroom
Cape Cod. Fully finished basement, new
roof and furnace, fenced backyard. Great
location.

Manfredy Lopez  571-277-0601

Alexandria/Del Ray $699,000
MT. IDA DELIGHT

Charming Rambler with three bedrooms and two and
a half bathrooms. Custom, professional cook’s kitchen
with stainless Bosch & Amana appliances. Two-tiered
deck. Fully fenced & landscaped double lot. Minutes
to Metro, Farmer’s Market & “The Avenue.”

www.Lilian.com
Lilian Jorgenson  703-407-0766

Alexandria $300,000
RECENTLY RENOVATED

Two level, 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath townhome with
open floor plan, newer appliances, and wood
flooring throughout top level. Large fenced back
yard with brick patio. Well maintained community
with great space for outdoor activities. Close to
Kingstowne, easy commute to 2 Metros and DC.

Walid Ashoor 703-585-6224

Alexandria
Old Town
$849,000

NEAR METRO!
3BR, 3.5BA,  brick
end unit townhouse
w/2 car garage. New
exterior paint, new
dual zone A/C, newer
carpet, granite count-
ers, Subway tile
backsplash, remote
controlled Sonair
deck awning, hard-
wood floors, built-in

bookcases. Community pool & fitness center!
Walk to shops, restaurants & Metro.

Rich Ragan  703-307-5891

Alexandria
$424,900

WALK TO
METRO

Beautifully renovated
3 bedroom, 3.5 bath
home, brand new
kitchen with granite,
wood cabinets, all
new appliances, open
to dining room.
Gleaming wood floors
just installed through-
out.  New furnace,
hot water heater, and

siding.  Patio and fenced yard. Easy to Fort
Belvoir, Old Town, GW Parkway and Washington
Harbor waterfront.

Val Klotz  703-303-9744
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People

From Page 1

Open Homes, Open Hearts for Foster Children

Three-year-old Amada Wells reads a
book to her adoptive mother Katina.

foster care,” county spokesper-
son Kurt Larrick said. “With the
economy, there might be a lot
more parents who throw up their
hands and just can’t deal with it.”

Rosemary Hubbard, administra-
tor of Arlington’s Foster Care Pro-
gram, said that there are currently
160 minors in the county’s custody.
“Our mandate is to try to help the
biological families to improve the
situation so [their children] can go
home,” she said. “If we can’t do
that, we look towards their rela-
tives and then our third goal
would be adoption.”

Ten of Arlington’s foster children
were adopted last year and 10
more are currently in the adoption
process, Hubbard said. In some
cases, foster parents can become
the adoptive parents of their fos-
ter children.

This is the course of action Wells
took with Amada. After serving as
her foster mother for nearly three
years, Wells officially became
Amada’s adoptive mother this
weekend in a ceremony at the Ar-
lington County Courthouse.

“[Amada] has blossomed be-
cause of the attention and un-
conditional love that Katina
provides,” Arlington County
social worker Jenna Duffy said
at the ceremony.

BUT DESPITE the finalization
of the adoption, Wells said that
there would still be a place in
Amada’s life for her biological
mother. She took Amada to her
biological mother’s family re-
union picnic recently. “I still
want you guys in her life be-
cause I want her to know her
family,” she told Amada’s bio-
logical mother. “There are
things that you could explain to
her that I wouldn’t be able to.”

While she retains all legal
rights over Amada, Wells has
given Amada’s biological
mother the option of seeing her
once a month. “Sometimes she
does and sometimes she doesn’t,”
Wells said. “But I do want her to
be in her life.”

Hubbard said that having some
kind of contact with a foster child’s
birth mother is “very important”
in making the transition for foster

children less traumatic.
But maintaining a good relation-

ship with Amada’s birth mother
hasn’t always been easy, Wells
said. She can be very bitter to-
wards Wells and often tries to tell
her how Amada should be raised.
But after taking a class in foster

and adoptive parenting
through the county,
Wells knows not to take
any of this personally.

A parent who had
her children taken
away from her ex-
plained to Wells why
biological parents are
often resentful towards
their foster counter-
parts. “[It’s] just be-
cause we can’t find
anything wrong with
what you’re doing,” she
told Wells. “When the
child is taken away
from the parent, the
parent feels very guilty.
We don’t have anyone
else to lash out at so we
lash out at the person
who’s taking care of
our child.”

Wells tries to reach out to
Amada’s biological mother, even
though she has no obligation to do
so, because she wants Amada to
know her identity as she grows
older and to have a sense of back-
ground. “I want her to know that
her Mom loved her so much that
she gave her to me because she
couldn’t provide care at the time,”
she said.

IT IS WELLS’ own background
that spurred her to become a fos-
ter parent. When she was grow-
ing up in the Bronx, her cousin’s
sister was killed in a foster home
after being beaten to death. “That
told me that when I grew up and I
was stable I would provide care for
someone’s child just to save their
life so they wouldn’t have to go
through what my cousin’s sister
went through,” Wells said.

Eleven years ago, Wells moved
from New York to Northern Vir-
ginia to live with her sister. But
only two weeks after she had left

the Bronx, her sister kicked her out
of her apartment after a disagree-
ment. Knowing no one in the area
and having no savings to fall back
on, Wells moved into a homeless
shelter. “At first I was scared be-
cause you hear about these shel-
ters in New York,” she said. “But I
was surprised. … It was clean. It
was really nice. You had to get out
five hours a day to get a job. I was
able to save money and not worry
about having a roof over my
head.”

Wells spent a few months in the
shelter and then moved into tran-
sitional housing, eventually find-
ing her own apartment in Alexan-
dria. She started her own success-
ful in-home day care business and
now works at Barcroft where she
recently got a promotion.

“I had to go through that expe-
rience to make me what I am now,”
Wells said. “I didn’t have to go to
the shelter. I could have gone back
to New York. But I didn’t want to
because … I feel like I’d failed if I
moved back.”

NOW WELLS is the proud par-
ent of a bright and loving three-
year-old girl. At the adoption cer-
emony this weekend at the County
Courthouse, Amada hid behind
her new mother’s leg as Judge
Benjamin Kendrick recognized the
two as a family in the eyes of the
court.

“She’s a model foster parent,”
Arlington County social worker
N’Dorah Tarawally said. “I idolize
her in a lot of ways.”

Becoming a foster parent and
adopting a child has impacted
Wells’ life just as much as it has
Amada’s. Wells said that she is
looking to adopt more children
and that her home will continue
to be open to foster children who
have nowhere else to turn. “I feel
blessed,” she said.

From Page 4

Gazette Editor Retires
based Connection Newspapers, We-

ber has won awards from the Virginia
Press Association and the Maryland
Press Association. She has mentored
countless reporters and assistant edi-
tors with her quick wit, rigid adher-
ence to deadline and sharp instincts.
In retirement, she hopes to spend
more time with her family and con-
tinue her work as a member of the
Community Services Board. “She
knows her stuff,” said Rebecca Halik,
who worked as Weber’s assistant edi-
tor. “She always knew who to talk to,
and she obviously knows the commu-
nity very well.”

“Mary Anne brings
a humanizing and
empathetic eye to

what we do in a
community

newspaper. And
she’s got a great
sense of humor.”

— Connection Newspapers
Publisher Mary Kimm
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Presents a Traditional
Thanksgiving Dinner Buffet

November 27, 2008
11:00 A.M.– 5:00 P.M.

$19.95 per person
Advanced Reservations Required

625 First Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703–299–5140  |  Rodrigo.Vera@ihg.com

The New Holiday Inn & Suites Historic District Old Town Alexandria

Sponsored by the Old Town Alexandria Retail Merchants’ Association

• One-of-a-kind shops

• Gifts for the whole
family

• Costumed carolers

• Holiday concerts

• Ride the FREE
trolley from the
Metro to the
waterfront

211 King St.• 703-683-2074
water fountains, windchimes,

incense, statues, relaxing music

ENCORE
Consignment Boutique
110 S. Union St.
703-683-1756

Featuring St. John, Armani, Escada, Chanel
25% Off non-sale merchandise with ad

Original artwork by award-
winning local artists

Miniature
paintings

Hand-painted
birdhouses

703-548-3333 • 213 King Street

Integrated Life Path
Coaching and

Workshops
Dona Witten, PhD.

Personal | Professional | Relational
Spiritual

Inquiries and brochures available from:
DJWConsultancy@comcast.net

The Best of the Best
from Virginia

703-836-3160
104 S. Union St.

“Tell A Friend!”

215 S. Union Street
703-683-0856

Candi’s Candies

703-518-1718
107 N. Fairfax Street

THE INNER
ARTS CENTER

•Journaling
•Dreamwork
•The Art of
Happiness

703-975-9175
211 King St.,

3rd floor
theinnerarts.com

Open Thurs.-Sat. 11 a.m.–5 p.m.
Sun. 12:30–5 p.m.

News

V
irginia Transportation Sec-
retary Pierce R. Homer, an
Alexandria native, will re-

turn to his hometown Monday to
headline a public policy forum on
transportation issues.

“Alexandria Transportation:
Running on Empty?” will feature
Homer, who has served as the
Commonwealth’s secretary of
transportation since he was ap-
pointed by Gov. Mark Warner and
reappointed to the position by Gov.
Timothy Kaine.  The transporta-
tion discussion will be at the No-
vember meeting of Agenda: Alex-
andria, a non-partisan group that
presents monthly dinner meetings
to encourage dialogue about top-
ics of current interest.

Homer on Transportation
Appearing along with Homer

will be Rich Baier, Alexandria di-
rector of Transportation and En-
vironmental Service, and Stewart
Schwartz, executive director of the
Coalition for Smarter Growth.

Now in its 11th year, Agenda:
Alexandria’s monthly meetings,
to which the public is invited, are
held at the Holiday Inn
Eisenhower Avenue, 2460
Eisenhower Ave.  Cost for the
dinner meeting is $22 for mem-
bers reserved in advance, or $27
for guests.  For more informa-
tion, visit
www.Agendaalexandria.com,
contact Sherry Brown at
Agendaalexandria@aol.com or
call 703-549-4696.

Crime

Incidents reported to the Alexandria
Police Department between Oct. 28 and
Nov. 3.

GRAND LARCENY AUTO
 100 block of North Lee St. On

Oct. 27, between 10:30 a.m. and 11:20
a.m. Stolen: 1997 Nissan pick-up, white.
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www.AlexandriaGazette.com

Newspaper of Alexandria

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered

to homes and businesses.
1604 King Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
To discuss ideas and concerns,

Call: 703-917-6431
Fax: 703-917-0991

e-mail:
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Steven Mauren
Editor, 703-917-6431
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E
very year, over the winter holidays,
the Gazette turns the pages of one
entire issue over to the contributions
of local students.

As with previous years’ issues, we will fea-
ture artwork of many kinds, photography, po-
etry, opinions, short stories, reflections and
more. Artwork can include paintings, drawings
or any media; photos of sculpture, ceramics or
other works too large to submit are also en-

couraged.
We welcome contributions from

public schools, private schools and
students who are home schooled.
Past contributions have come from children
from nursery schools through those preparing
to graduate from high school.

Sometimes an art or English teacher will as-
sign a project and submit the work of an en-
tire class, but individual submissions from any

Looking for writing and artwork by local students.

Call for Student Gazette Entries
young person in the community are also wel-

come. We prefer digital submissions.
Please be sure to include the name of

the artist or author, and include age,
school attended and name of the home-
town, along with a phone number to be

used for verification purposes only.
Mail, e-mail or deliver submissions to the

Gazette by Dec. 5. Our address is 7913
Westpark Drive, McLean, VA 22102. E-mail to
gazette@connectionnewspapers or call 703-
917-6431 with questions.

Editorials

Generosity
Appreciated
To the Editor:

On behalf of the Adoption Cen-
ter of Washington’s auction com-
mittee, I want to publicly thank the
Alexandria businesses that do-
nated items to our Oct. 24 auction.
Thanks to your generosity, we
raised $14,000. All of those funds
are dedicated to providing care to
orphans in China, Russia and Viet-
nam. Despite the economic chal-
lenges that we are all facing, nu-
merous Alexandria businesses con-
tributed to making life better for
children who truly have nothing.

Enormous thanks go to:
Decorium, Talbots (Washington
St.), Hawthorne Suites, Pat Troy’s
Ireland’s Own, Murphy’s Irish Pub,
Whole Foods (Old Town), Sugar
House Day Spa and Salon, Las
Tapas, Joe Theismann’s, Ten Thou-
sand Villages, Perfect Pita,
Sheraton National, Dandy Dinner
Boat, Paper Source, and King’s
Jewelry.

It truly takes a village to help a
child. Each donor helped give or-
phans around the world warm
beds, loving care-givers, clean
water, clothing and over-the-
counter medicines. These items
are every-day to us. To the chil-
dren, each are gifts beyond mea-
sure.

I am so proud to be an Alexan-
dria resident.

With thanks to my “neighbors,”

Linda Brownlee
Executive Director

Adoption Center of Washington
100 Daingerfield Road

Alexandria

True Election
Heroes
To the Editor:

On Nov. 4, we were privileged

to witness true Democracy in ac-
tion — as history was being re-
corded and widely revealed before
our very eyes in this unique coun-
try of ours, the United States of
America. Regardless of what one’s
individual preferences were, we
should all be proud of this historic
election. This is one election that
historians will write about for
many decades. Now that the elec-
tions in Alexandria, Fairfax
County, and nationwide are mostly
resolved, I believe we can pause
momentarily and ask ourselves
who are some of the real, but too
often overlooked, heroes and
heroines.

In retrospect, on Friday Nov. 10,
1978, 30 years ago, the Alexandria
Gazette newspaper ran the follow-
ing editorial titled “The Unsung
Heroes of Politics, Elections.”

“Have you ever wondered who
are the unsung heroes and hero-
ines of our form of American and
Virginian politics?

“Many or us take for granted, for
instance, the superior services ren-
dered by election poll officials who
help the Office of Registrar con-
duct the elections held in the City
of Alexandria and elsewhere
throughout the Commonwealth of
Virginia. Their tasks are often per-
formed under the most trying con-
ditions.

“The City of Alexandria is gen-
erally first in the area to report
accurate returns on the night of
the election. This is largely due to
the ability and cooperation of our
many unappreciated poll workers.
However, it is because of their ef-
forts and thoroughness that the
Electoral Board of Alexandria is
able to convene on a Thursday
morning after the Tuesday election
to certify the official returns
whereas some jurisdictions may
require several weeks to ascertain
their official results.

“Then there are those countless
individuals who often give of
themselves and their resources in

behalf of a candidate or candidates
of their choice for political office.

“It is not the ‘professionals’
whose activities are usually as-
sured either by retainer fees or by
party office that we make refer-
ence to. We refer to those consci-
entious citizens whose loyalty and
faith in a particular candidate
urges them to move heaven and
earth for his or her election.

“We all owe a debt of gratitude
to these individuals who are a
great part of the unsung heroes
and heroines of our political cli-
mate.”

Today, 30 years later, a debt of
appreciation is certainly owed to
these many individuals, who may
be numbered among the heroes
and heroines of our political atmo-
sphere. The political system would
pretty much collapse without their
enthusiasm and their dedicated
efforts.

 Lewis A. Stearman
 Alexandria

How To Handle
Tour Buses?
To  the Editor:

It seems that Alexandria’s cur-
rent Motor Coach Task Force is
headed toward the same dead end
direction as the previous one. The
previous Task Force ended up rec-
ommending that the city find a
central location to park all incom-
ing tour buses and then shuttle the
bus passengers into the Old and
Historic District using smaller jit-
neys/trolleys. Unfortunately the
city hierarchy did not buy those
recommendations and the plan
dropped dead. So now we are go-
ing exactly where we went before,
however the resistance of the Al-
exandria Convention and Visitors
Association (ACVA) and a few oth-
ers directly conflicts with the de-
sires of the citizens who live in the
historic district.

The City’s Director of Transpor-
tation Rich Baier is chairing the
new Task Force, which has as two
of its members Mayor Bill Euille
and Councilman Paul Smedberg.
That group constantly attempts to
pressure the entire Task Force
membership so that they will agree
to “pre-designated routes” in or-
der that these monstrous 45-foot
tour buses, most of which can’t
turn a corner without tying up traf-
fic, can navigate the streets of the
Old and Historic District. This is
not a viable solution to the prob-
lem, however they are trying ev-
ery street combination imagin-
able: King, Duke, Union, Fairfax,
Royal, Franklin, Pendleton, and
the Strand, all of which already
have buses, cars, bicyclers, joggers,
and skateboarders running wild
throughout the historic district.

On the other hand, ACVA doesn’t
want these specified routes, but
instead wants to allow the buses
to pick any route they want. In
other words, ACVA advocates
bringing as many buses as possible
into the Old and Historic District
under the guise that a voluminous
increase in tourism will increase
the city’s tax base. This is another
non starter. You would think that
an organization that operates
yearly on $2.5 million of taxpayer
funds would have a better attitude
toward the citizens and the his-
toric area in which they live. The
citizens have absolutely had it with
these tour buses and prefer the
tourists to ride smaller buses or do
what comes naturally: Walk. The
tour buses have and continue to
play havoc with our historic fab-
ric and once that’s gone it can
never be replaced.

Then there are the bus tours that
come to town and marry up with
guides who take them tours of the
Old and Historic District. The ba-
sic route involves 25 turns as these
overweight, pollution-bearing,

Letters to the Editor

See Letters,  Page 35
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Open  9-5 7 Days

ALL POTS
50% TO 75% OFF

www.CravensNursery.com

9023 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax, VA • 703-573-5025
2 Miles West of I-495 on Rt. 50 1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

LANDSCAPE DESIGN FREE*

*WITH MIN.
PURCHASE

PRICE
CUT

AZALEAS BUY 1 GET 2 FREE
HALLOWEEN, HERBS, HOSTA,

PLASTIC POTS, BASKETS

patios, walls
 walkways
   paver driveways
    and so much more.

MULCH 3 cu. ft. $2.99
BEAUTIFUL HOLLIES CHEAP

5’ for $74.99

PRICE
CUT

Cyclamen, Cacti, Mini Oranges
Tropical House Plants

25% OFF
ALL NURSERY STOCK & PERENNIALS.

ORCHIDS, BONSAI

35% OFF
 ARBORVITAE,

 JAPANESE MAPLES, FOUNTAINS,
SPRUCE, BENCHES, ARBORS &

STATUARY

50% OFF
Magnolias,

 Rhododendrons, Roses,
Crape Myrtles

Old Town’s Small Salon – One chair, one client at a time
Call for an appointment – 703-548-5547

108 S. Patrick Street, Alexandria

From Page 5

News

School Funds Under Attack
everything is on the table, this is something we

need to ask questions about. I don’t understand why
we have it.”

ALEXANDRIA PUBLIC-SCHOOL officials estimate
that a potential elimination of the cost of competi-
tion would slash about $1 million from the school
system’s budget. Considering the dwindling resources
from city government and state officials that is ex-
pected next year, administrators say the threat of los-
ing $1 million would pose a serious challenge to the
system.

“I can almost guarantee we would have to reduce
staffing levels if this were to go
into effect,” said Superintendent
Morton Sherman. “We would have
to cut about 15 teachers to make
up for that kind of loss or find
some other source of revenue to
make up for the shortfall.”

Alexandria School Board mem-
bers adopted a plan earlier this
week to lobby against a potential
elimination of the formula, includ-
ing an item in their legislative
packet that would oppose changes
to the calculations. Board mem-
bers unanimously approved a preliminary version of
the document this week that included a plank desig-
nating the school’s lobbyist in Richmond to seek sup-
port for “fully funding the Cost of Competing factor,
which was established to address the higher cost of
living in the Northern Virginia area which results in
higher personnel costs.” The item was first on the
list of several other issues, indicating a symbolic
importance during the upcoming General Assembly
session next year.

“This is one item that’s going to be under siege
this year,” said Lilla Wise, the school division’s legis-
lative liaison. “Our legislators are very aware that
we are concerned about this.”

BUDGET OFFICIALS say that local governments
in Northern Virginia already send more tax money
to other parts of the state than is returned in fund-
ing formulas. As a result, they say, increasing chang-
ing cost of competition formula would increase the
existing disparity in terms of how the wealth is shared
in the commonwealth.

“It’s a double whammy,” said Margaret Byess, ex-
ecutive director of Financial Services for Alexandria
City Public Schools.  “Our allocations are already
based on our ability to pay.”

In determining how much money is sent to vari-
ous jurisdictions, the Virginia Department of Educa-
tion uses a formula known as the “local composite
index.” The index determines the cost of education
and apportions those costs between the state and
local governments. The index is expressed as a ra-
tio, indicating the local percentage share of the cost
of education programs. For example, if a given lo-
cality has a composite index of 0.5000, then it would
pay 50 percent of the costs and the state would pay
50 percent of the costs for the applicable program. If
a locality’s index is 0.3000, then it must pay 30 per-
cent of the cost of education and the state will pay
70 percent.

“We already don’t get as much as we send,” said
Byess. “So getting rid of the cost of competition is
not logical.”

THE COST OF COMPETING was first proposed
during the 1988 session of the General Assembly to
give school divisions a way to address their regional
labor market. The formula recognized that person-
nel costs were influenced in ways beyond the con-
trol of local jurisdictions by incorporating regional
consumer price index measures and wage data from
the Virginia Employment Commission. A recent study
conducted by the Joint Legislative Audit and Review
Commission, known in Richmond as “JLARC,” con-
cluded that the General Assembly “should recognize
Northern Virginia school division regional costs of
competing in a way that is consistent with its own
practices regarding its own employees in Northern
Virginia.”

Because state officials already rec-
ognized that the Northern Virginia
job market required higher salaries
than other regions in the common-
wealth, JLARC concluded that the
General Assembly should also rec-
ognize that Northern Virginia school
divisions face the same conditions
as well.

Yet funding formulas that recog-
nize a higher cost of living in North-
ern Virginia have been under attack
in recent years. During the last ses-
sion, held earlier this year, Hamilton

introduced a proposal that would have reduced state
funding for teacher salaries in Northern Virginia by
making changes to Virginia’s educational Standard
of Quality.

“I’m reminded of the old Three Stooges skit when
there’s dialogue between Larry and Curly,” said Del.
Brian Moran (D-46) said in a March floor speech
opposing the proposal. “Larry asks ‘What does ap-
prehension mean?’ Curly responds, ‘It means scared
with a college education.’”

Like Curly’s explanation of apprehension, Moran
argued at the time, the funding formula under the
Standard of Quality could be understood in terms
less sophisticated than complex arguments about
funding methodology. Simply understood, the chair-
man of the House Democratic Caucus said, changes
to the formula would mean that local governments
would share an increased burden for funding public
education. To underscore the point, Moran refer-
enced a recent JLARC report that concluded the re-
vised funding formula would leave $227 million less
in state aid to localities for teacher salaries for the
next budget.

“If we abdicate our responsibility, we will be sad-
dling our localities with the cost of educating our
kids,” said Moran. “If we do that they have to raise
local property taxes — and I know my friends on the
other side other of the aisle don’t want to be accused
of raising local property taxes.”

HAMILTON’S EFFORT to change the Standard of
Quality formula failed in the final weeks of budget
negotiation. But next year’s budget negotiations are
expected to be even more delicate as a result of de-
clining revenues. Hamilton said that he has intro-
duced budget amendments in the past that have pro-
posed eliminating the cost of competing, and he
would consider making a similar move during the
upcoming General Assembly session.

“It’s called the cost of competing, not the cost of
living,” said Hamilton. “I have generally spoken out
against this in the past, and I think we need to have
a conversation about it this year.”

“Our legislators are
very aware that we
are concerned
about this.”

— Lilla Wise, legislative
liaison for Alexandria City

Public Schools
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4615 Duke St.
Alexandria, VA 22304

703-370-0037
kitchengraniteexpo.com

Photo to come!

itchenK
GExpo

and
ranite

FREE SINK WITH
PURCHASE OF

SILESTONE
COUNTERTOP

(min 25 sq ft)

The Best in Senior Living

703-243-4300
Call Today

• Rents Starting at $950
• All Utilities Included
• And Just Two Blocks from Ballston Metro
• Frost-Free Refrigerator
• Underground Garage Parking
• Spacious Kitchens and Bathrooms
• Wellness Programs
• Full-Time Social Services Coordinator
• Prices are Subject to Change

4300 N. Carlin Springs Road, Arlington, VA 22203

Offering
Starting at 55 years

THE CARLIN

Politics

From Page 1

Seven Vying for Six Seats
incumbent members.

“Kerry Donley had the benefit of serving at a time
when the tax base was increasing, and it was an
easy time to lead,” said Alexandria City Republican
Committee Chairman Chris Marston, who said that
his party has at least four potential candidates for
the May election. “But this is a
much more trying time we are
in now, and I’m not sure his ex-
perience is suited to that.”

In May, Donley resigned his
position as athletic director with
Alexandria City Public Schools in
anticipation of launching a cam-
paign for the House of Delegates
to fill a seat vacated by Del. Brian
Moran (D-46), who is seeking
the Democratic nomination for
governor. But Moran’s path to victory became com-
plicated last week when former Democratic National
Committee chairman Terry McAuliffe filed a state-
ment of candidacy for governor and launched a lis-
tening tour of the commonwealth. Last week, Donley
decided to abandon his nascent campaign for the
House and launched a new race for City Council.

“I think the potential for Kerry to be the Demo-
cratic nominee for the House seat became less of a
sure thing, especially with the uncertainty about
whether or not Brian is going to run for re-election
to his current position,” said Shayna Englin, Demo-
cratic political consultant with Englin Consulting.
“I’ve always thought that Kerry’s talents and abili-
ties have been better suited to city government any-
way, so I think this was the right choice for him to
make.”

Donley said he made the final decision to run for
City Council on Friday, when he began calling in-
cumbent Democratic council members to let him
know about his new plans.

“I decided that I would be more effective as one
of seven on City Council as opposed to one of 100 in
Richmond,” said Donley, who served as mayor from
1996 to 2003. “When I was mayor, we were able to
establish some priorities that helped marshal the city
out of a recession. I’d like to bring that kind of sen-
sibility back to council.”

ORIGINALLY ELECTED to the City Council in
1988, Donley quickly made a name for himself as a
moderate Democrat who supported economic de-
velopment initiatives. He eventually rose to the po-
sition of vice mayor and launched a campaign for
mayor when Patsy Ticer was elected to the Virginia
Senate. He received an 87 percent victory against
independent candidate Charles Severance in a Feb-
ruary 1996 special election, serving over two terms
as mayor before stepping down in 2003 to become
chairman of the Democratic Party of Virginia.

When asked about his legacy as mayor, Donley
pointed to a number of accomplishments: Starting a
gang-prevention initiative, expanding the school re-
source officer program and resolving a conflict with
the federal government over the construction of a
new Woodrow Wilson Bridge, to name a few.

“One of the things I helped accomplish as mayor
was the relocation of the Patent and Trademark Of-
fice to Alexandria,” said Donley. “If we hadn’t done
that, the financial situation of the city would be much
worse than it is today.”

Democratic nominees for City Council are the six
individuals who receive the most votes in a caucus
or primary, so incumbent members who might not
receive as many votes as Donley might muster would
be jeopardized by his candidacy. Because Council-
man Ludwig Gaines has received the fewest number
of votes in the last two elections, he could be the
incumbent Democrat who stands the most to lose by
a Donley candidacy.

“I’m ready and eager to defend my seat with ev-
erything I’ve got,” said Gaines, who was first elected
to the council in 2003. “The City Council needs to
have a number of different voices, and I am someone
who has taken a stand for the disenfranchised.”

Gaines was a vocal opponent of a decision to in-
crease the hours of operation at a West End asphalt
plant, although he found himself on the losing end
of that decision. When Norfolk Southern Railroad
opened an ethanol loading station next to Tucker El-
ementary School, he compared the land use to a
“crack house” and vowed to do everything in his
power to shut the operation down. Gaines has been
a vocal opponent of an effort to move the May elec-
tion for City Council and School Board to November,
a change that Donley said he would support.

“I am proud to have led the charge against moving
the city elections to November,” said Gaines. “And I
look forward to debating the merits of that proposal
during the campaign.”

The Alexandria Democratic Committee has yet to
determine how the slate of Democratic nominees will
be selected. At its December meeting, committee
members will decide whether to hold a January cau-
cus or a March primary.

A primary would allow easier access to voters be-
cause all precincts would be open on Election Day,
although party officials estimate the cost to taxpay-
ers would be between $50,000 to $55,000. A
“firehouse caucus,” on the other hand, would be paid
for by the committee, although it would restrict ac-
cess by allowing voting at only one location instead
of opening all city precincts.

“I think that the cost is worth it,” said real-estate
investor Boyd Walker, who is also considering a cam-
paign to be part of the Democratic slate for City Coun-
cil. “Considering we have an all-Democratic City
Council, this is the election that is going to essen-
tially determine the outcome. So, in my opinion, it’s
just too important to have a caucus.”

Kerry Donley

O
n Saturday, Nov. 22, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., the Alexan-

dria Police Department will host a
Child Safety Awareness event at
Wiygul Automotive, 6001 Lane
Drive.

During this event, police staff
will be available to conduct Child
Safety seat checks.

 In addition, a total of 70 Child
Safety Identification kits will be
distributed using the SafeAssured
ID program.

SafeAssured ID is designed to
provide rapid emergency response
and peace of mind to loved ones.

Parents who choose to take ad-
vantage of the SafeAssured ID pro-

gram will receive an encrypted
mini-CD containing personal data,
a full color photo SafeAssured
Identification Card, a guidebook
with prevention tips prepared in
partnership with the National Cen-
ter for Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren, and a “Quick Tips and Help
Guide.”

Police To Host Child Safety Awareness Event
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S
tyle has always been at the heart
of the mission of St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church, with its early origins
rooted in an early 19th-century dis-

pute between members of Christ Church
about proper clerical garb. One faction of
the church preferred the traditional black
silk cassock. But when the Rev. William
Gibson, a controversial pastor who arrived
at Christ Church in 1807, began wearing a
white surplice, several congregates consid-
ered the new duds popish. In the pulpit,
Gibson adopted a high-church style that
many longtime members at Christ Church
found objectionable.

“A prominent member, Edmund J. Lee,
allegedly walked out of the church in pro-
test because of it,” wrote church historian
Ruth Lincoln Kaye in her 1984 history of
St. Paul’s Church. “When, in addition, word
reached Mr. Gibson through the grapevine
that his sermons were considered too abra-
sive and were delivered with too much
frankness, his reportedly excitable nature
caused him to mount the high pulpit and
resign without prior advice to the vestry,
an act which flouted church procedure and
further aggravated the situation.”

In 1809, Gibson led a renegade group out
of Christ Church and into a small building
on Fairfax Street, eventually forming a new
organization that came to be known as St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church. Shortly after in-
corporation, members of the newly created
vestry hired famed architect Benjamin
Henry Latrobe to design a permanent home
on South Pitt Street. Latrobe, known by
some as “the father of American architec-
ture,” designed the White House porticoes,
Statuary Hall and the old Supreme Court
chamber in the basement of the United
States Capitol.

“His churches were meeting houses, not
unlike in plan those built by the Congrega-
tionalists in Massachusetts in the 17th cen-
tury,” wrote architectural historian Thomas
Waterman in 1939.

WITH THE CHURCH on the brink of cel-
ebrating its 200th anniversary, modern-day
congregates are planning a series of events
to celebrate the milestone. The kickoff to
the year of celebration will be the first week-
end in December, when the historic struc-
ture will be featured in the Campagna
Center’s Designer Tour of Homes. Organiz-
ers say this is the first time that a building
other than a home has been featured on the
tour, opening up the building to people who
have never ventured inside the Episcopal
church completed in 1818 at a cost ofArts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

$29,000.
“Latrobe’s design encourages you to look

heavenward,” said the Rev. Oran Warder,
rector of St. Paul’s. “It’s a simple, elegant
setting that lets you know you are in a sa-
cred space.”

The building that visitors will see during
the Campagna Center’s Designer Tour of
Homes will be the result of compromise and
development. Although Latrobe did not
want galleries, the vestry forced the addi-
tion of three overhead seating areas. And

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

St. Paul’s is the featured stop on this year’s Tour of Homes. From left,
801 Duke Street, 19 Franklin Street and 209 South St. Asaph Street.
These houses will be decorated for the tour.

See Tour,  Page 16

his design for the chancel was radically al-
tered in 1906, when the east wall was
pushed back about 40 feet. Earlier this year,
the north wall of the building was encap-
sulated in a controversial atrium that was
opposed by many in the historic preserva-
tion community. All of these features and
more will be pointed out by members of the
Altar Guild during the tour.

“A lot of people who may be interested in

Holiday Tours

Church To Star in Tour
For the first time ever, Campagna Center’s
Designer Tour of Homes will feature a
building that’s not a home.

ampagna Center’s
s will feature a
e.

“A lot of people who may
be interested in seeing the
inside of the building may
have never come here for
worship. So this tour is
our way of inviting the
community inside to get
everyone involved in our
anniversary.”

—  Katherine Murphy, stewardship
director of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

“A lot of people who may
be interested in seeing the
inside of the building may
have never come here for
worship. So this tour is
our way of inviting the
community inside to get
everyone involved in our
anniversary.”

—  Katherine Murphy, stewardship
director of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
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Designer Tour of Homes
The 38th Annual Scottish Christmas Walk Week-

end will culminate on Dec. 6 with a Designer Tour
of Homes from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The tour will
feature historic St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and
four private residences. Advance-purchase tickets
cost $30, with day-or-purchase tickets available
for $35. For more information, call 703-548-0111.

From Page 15

Holiday Gift Guide

seeing the inside of the building may have never
come here for worship,” said Katherine Murphy,
stewardship director for the church. “So this tour is
our way of inviting the community inside to get ev-
eryone involved in our anniversary.”

THE TOUR WILL also feature four homes in Old
Town, stretching from the late 18th century to the
late 20th century. Each home will feature its own
distinctive interior design and floral arrangements
from local businesses. Private homes that will be fea-
tured on the tour include the following:

❖ 209 South St. Asaph Street: Owned by Julie
Middleton and Barry West, this mid- to late-19th-
century townhouse has Flemish bond brick with an
exterior dentil cornice and decorative brackets with
scrolls and patterns. During the Civil War, it was
confiscated by Union troops and used by Gen. John
Slough, who was responsible for the defense of
Washington and Northern Virginia. The double par-
lor on the first floor has 10-foot ceilings, cornice
moulding and ceiling medallions complemented by
two Corinthian columns.

❖ 404 South Royal Street: Owned by Kevin
and Maura Dunn, this building is known as the
“Seaton House” and is on the National Register of
Historic Places. Once owned by free blacks, this two-
story brick rowhouse was probably built between
1861 and 1866 in an African-American neighbor-
hood then known as “Hayti.” It was purchased by
George Seaton in 1866, Alexandria’s first African-

American City Council member. He was a grocery
store owner and master carpenter who built a num-
ber of homes and buildings in Old Town during the
1850s and 1860s.

❖ 19 Franklin Street: Owned by Nancy Appleby
and Andrew Palmieri, this property serves as a back-
drop to the entrance into Ford’s Landing along
Alexandria’s southern waterfront. Built in 1997, the
exterior is in the tradition of classic Old Town archi-
tecture while the interior reflects the American South-
west. From the stain of the hardwood floors to the
color transitions on the walls, many of the pieces in
the home are from New Mexico.

❖ 801 Duke Street: Owned by Sherry Schiller,
this house reflects a classic Federal style. The distinc-
tive “flounder” style section near the back was built
in the 1790s, and many of the floors are believed to
be original to the house. A walled garden surround-
ing the home has been developed into a series of
outdoor rooms accessible from seven different door-
ways.

Tour of Homes Includes Church

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

I
f ever there was a holiday season where spir-
its needed to be uplifted and smiles brought
back to the faces of young and old alike this is
it. And, there is no better place to find that

certain something to accomplish that task than in
small specialty shops. For that special package un-
der the tree come Christmas morning visit these holi-
day treasure troves.

King’s Jewelry, 609 King St., Alexandria, an Old
Town landmark since 1955, offers a wide selection
of fine jewelry, watches, Lladro figurines, and spe-
cialty ornaments from Waterford, Reed & Barton,
Gorham and Wallace. A box of four colorful
Waterford eye catchers are $49. Other silver plated
ornaments begin at $20.

“We always pride our selves in our jewelry. In ad-
dition to our wide selection of sapphires, pearls and
antique/estate pieces we are the only local shop of-
fering ‘Hearts On Fire’ diamonds. They are the
world’s most perfectly cut diamonds,” said Norman
“Brad” Bradford, store owner.

Anyone searching for the perfect gift for that Irish
friend or relative need go no further than The Irish
Walk at 415 King St in Old Town. If it’s Irish it’s not
only there, but also it’s authentic — right from the
old sod. Now under the new ownership of Patricia
Theobald, the first thing that greets customers is a
tree decorated with a myriad Irish ornaments. “I in-
tend to keep all the wonderful things we have al-
ways offered. There won’t be any major changes,”
said Theobald, a part-time employee of former owner
Bernadette Troy, who decided to retire after 36 years.

Most of the products offered in The Irish Walk
come directly from manufacturers and individual

craftspeople in
Ireland. They
have been per-
sonally selected
by Pat and
Bernadette Troy
during their
buying trips to
Ireland each
year.

Among the
selections are
authentic, hand
woven, woolen
in sweaters,
hats, gloves,
scarves and
caps that range
in price from a
few dollars to
$290 for a cable
knit sweater. On
the fun side of
the clothing
merchandise are T-shirts with Irish sayings and a to-
tal Guinness selection, which includes their
sweatshirts.

There is also a selection of children’s clothing as
well as a myriad of Irish ornaments, ranging in price
from $4 to $15, and boxed Irish Christmas cards at
$8 to $20 per box.

For china and crystal The Irish Walk is stocked with
both Waterford crystal and Belleck china. In the jew-
elry line are gold and white gold Irish wedding bands
from $425 up.

’Tis the Season To Shop

See Shopping,  Page 18
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This hand-made Lincoln
Memorial bookend is the
perfect gift for the history
buff in every family. Found
at Virginia Florist.
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127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

Open Thanksgiving Day
from Noon until 5 pm

3-Course Menu
incuding the traditional

turkey and gravy

Please make
reservations

early

Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner

Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated

Masterpieces of Russian Vocal Music
Vera Danchenko-Stern, artistic director

The Lyceum • Monday, Nov 24, 2008 at 7:30 p.m.
201 South Washington Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Reception following to meet the artists
Tickets - $35 at Door

To order online go to: www.thercas.com
Information 703-354-7354 or info@thercas.com
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TRIBUTE TO THREE GIANTS
Rimsky-Korsakov, Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninov

Irina Rindzuner
Soprano,

Metropolitan Opera

Kreshnik Zhabjaku
Baritone,

Carnegie Hall Recitalist

Inna Leytush
Piano

The Alexandria Gazette Packet’s
Holiday Gift Guide will be available
online in its entirety at
www.connectionnewspapers.com
under Alexandria Gazette Packet
entertainment. To have events be in-
cluded in this section, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.

See Lights,  Page 23

Calendar

Lights On
A few areas in Alexandria are celebrat-

ing a community-wide holiday kick-off
with tree lightings. Area tree lightings
include various activities such as photos
with Santa, receptions, caroling and
more.

FRIDAY/NOV. 28
Tree Lighting. City of Alexandria will

hold a tree lighting from 7-9 p.m.
The event includes musical
entertainment with greetings from
the Mayor and Santa Claus in Market
Square, 301 King St. Free. 703-838-
4844.

SATURDAY/DEC. 6
Holiday Boat Parade of Lights.

Begins at 3 p.m. with a holiday
review featuring local school groups
performing. Santa will arrive via boat
dockside at the gazebo. Pets are
welcome for photos as well. Boat
parade starts at 5:30 p.m. Free. Visit
www.funside.com for more.

Lights of Love. The Inova Mount
Vernon Hospital Auxiliary will
present the 26th annual Lights of
Love program at 5 p.m. in the



18  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  November 20-26, 2008 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

All Beverages Extra - Taxes & Gratuity Not Included - Completed Bar

(703) 548-1616

BREAKFAST & THANKSGIVING DINNER

734 North Saint Asaph Street

FOR

AMPLE FREE
PARKING

BREAKFAST BUFFET

THANKSGIVING BUFFET DINNER

7:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.
Omelette Station • Eggs • Bacon • Virginia Ham

Sausage Links • Belgian Waffles • Hot Cakes • Home
Fires • Grits • Sausage Gravy Over Biscuits • Rolls •

Muffins • Fresh Fruits
Adults: $11.25 - Children 12 & Under: $4.25

12:00 noon until 4:00 p.m.
Carved Hot!! Roast Turkey with Sage Dressing &

Giblet Gravy • Roast Beef au jus • Baked Virginia Ham
with Raisin Sauce • Baked Yams • Oven Browned

Potatoes • Mashed Potatoes • Green Beans • Fresh
Broccoli with Hollandaise Sauce • Rolls & Butter •
Apple Pie • Pumpkin Pie • Hot Mince Pie & More!!!

Adults: $17.95 - Children 12 & Under: $7.95

Join The

Open 7:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Alexandria, Virginia  22314

COCKTAIL
AND WINE
AVAILABLE

From Page 16

If the recipient is a child go to Why Not,
200 King St. If it’s not there, it probably
doesn’t exist. Owner Kate Schlaback has
everything from clothing to toys to educa-
tional games in her two-story wonderland
at the corner of King and South Lee streets.

One of this year’s most popular offerings
is a full kitchen of wooden foods, place set-
tings and even a cash register with play
money for operating a restaurant. Some of
the food items have velcro strips to make it
sound like cutting when they are being “pre-
pared for cooking.”

And, don’t miss upstairs at Why Not.
There is a full wardrobe of girls clothing
and casual outfits for both boys and girls as
well a complete compliment of Playmobil
toys ranging from $2 to $200.

On the opposite corner of South Lee and
King streets is Old Town’s most eclectic
shop. Everyone has someone who suppos-
edly has everything — but don’t bet on it
before a visit to Artcraft at 132 King St.

Does that “have everything” person have
a wooden tree ornament or a wooden hand-
carved puzzle ornament? Artcraft does for
$14 each as well as more intricate wooden
ornaments at $55 each.

For that perfect centerpiece, how about a
glass Christmas tree for $253. Artcraft also
has a selection of glass Christmas tree balls

for $30.
When it comes to Christmas, there is no

place like The Christmas Attic, 125 S. Union
St., Old Town. Beginning at the entrance,
the shopper enters the world of Christmas
that would make even old St. Nick envious.

For anyone wanting to show their family
pride, there is the large personalized deco-
rated platter. It depicts a fully decorated
Christmas mantel with stockings bearing the
names of individual family members that
are designated by the buyer. The platter sells
for $169.95 and each name is an additional
$6.95. There is also an easel to display the
platter for $12. A personal message can be
inscribed on the back for $10. This will be-
come a family keepsake.

For the second year the Christmas Attic
has added ornaments made of German and
Polish blown glass by David Strand. Strand,
himself, will be at The Christmas Attic dur-
ing Scottish Walk.

A must have every holiday season is the
hand drawn and designed calendar of Todd
Healy, owner of Gallery Lafayette in
Gadsby’s Arcade, 320 King St. This year is
the 25th anniversary of his calendar depict-
ing colonial properties throughout Old
Town. This calendar is the gift that can truly
keep on giving after 2009 has faded into
2010. The colorful drawings make excel-
lent framed pictured to be enjoyed for years.
Gallery Lafayette is also the perfect place

to get that done.
This year’s calendar has three new scenes

of properties on South Fairfax Street, at the
corner of Queen and North St. Asaph
streets, and on South Lee Street. The cal-
endar is priced at $18.95. Healy also offers
the largest selection of Christmas cards and
gift tags depicting Old Town.

One of his most unusual offerings this
year are two recipe books entitled “The Tiny

Kitchen” and “The Bachelor’s Tiny Kitchen.”
Both are by Denise Sullivan Medved and
sell for $16.95. The latter contains enter-
taining tips for bachelors as well as special-
ized cocktail mixtures.

IN THE MOUNT VERNON DISTRICT
area there’s nothing like Hollin Hall Shop

A Little Shopping Guide for the Area

See Shopping,  Page 25

“The Tiny Kitchen” and “The Bachelor’s Tiny Kitchen” cookbooks make
an unusual holiday gift idea at Lafayette Gallery.
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Ongoing
 Martha Washington hosts an

18th-century Christmas with candlelit
walks, fireside caroling, and early
American décor during Mount Vernon by
Candlelight. The Friday, Saturday and
Sunday evenings (Nov. 28, 29, & 30;
Dec. 5, 6 & 7; and 12, 13 & 14) from 5–
8 p.m. Tickets may be purchased in
advance at the Ford Orientation Center
or through www.MountVernon.org.
Admission is $18 for adults and $12 for
children under 12.

Gather the Family at Woodlawn
runs Dec. 14, 21 and 28  at
Woodlawn. Experience an 1820s Christ-
mas with America’s First Family before
trees, Santa and stockings. Tours avail-
able from 5:30-8:30 p.m. $15/person;
$5/grades K-12. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or call 703-
780-4000.

The Alexandria Jaycees will sell
Christmas trees this season, with pro-
ceeds in part benefiting the chapter’s
holiday shopping tour for kids. Located
in the parking lot at the Safeway on the
corner of S. Royal and Gibbon Streets in
Old Town Alexandria. Tree sales run
Nov. 29 until Dec. 20 or when trees
sell out). Lot hours are: Monday-Friday
6 p.m.-9 p.m.; Saturdays 9 a.m.-5 p.m.;
Sundays 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 703-866-7171 or
visit www.alexjaycees.org.

The Alliance Dance Institute presents
“Nutcracker”  from Nov. 29
through Dec. 28 in the Landmark
Mall, 5801 Duke St. Performances are
Saturdays and Sundays at 1 p.m., 3 p.m.
and 5 p.m. $20/person. After the show,
stay for photo opportunities. Visit
www.adidance.com or 703-354-6000.

Holiday

Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries
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Trattoria da Franco
Award–Winning Roman Cuisine

~Celebrate Thanksgiving With Us~

Franco’s Piano Bar is open
with live music

Friday–Saturday Evening

Turkey Dinner
Special Enjoy this

 Holiday favorite with
 a glass of Champagne.

305 S. Washington Street • Old Town • 703-548-9338
Daily Specials • Private Party Rooms • Ample Free Parking

Thanksgiving

a la Carte Menu

3-CloseThanksgiving

a la Carte Menu

2 PM-Closing

Opera NiteNOV. 23th

From Page 17

Holiday Calendar

Holiday Music
There are a multitude of music events

to celebrate the holidays and being with
loved ones. There are concerts by high
schools, choirs and more.

SUNDAY/NOV. 30
 Holiday Concert. 6:30 p.m. at The

Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Performance by the Dennis J and
friends. $15/person; $25/couple.
202-438-5704.

THURSDAY/DEC. 4
Celtic Concert. 8-9:30 p.m. at the

Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. Listen to fiddlers, pipers,
Scottish dancers and more. $30/
person. For more information on the
Scottish Christmas Walk Weekend,
visit www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

FRIDAY/DEC. 5
 Very Merry Musical. 7:30 p.m. at

First Baptist Church, 2932 King St.
Hear A cappella music and enjoy a
family meal with Santa. $25/adult;
$12/child. Visit
www.harmonizers.org or 703-910-
4600.

SATURDAY/DEC. 6
Massed Band Concert. 1-1:30 p.m.

at King and Royal streets, in front of
City Hall at Market Square, 301 King
St. Free. Hear a variety of songs after
the parade route.

Holiday Concert. 7-8:30 p.m. at River
Farm, 7931 E. Boulevard Drive.
Features music by Jody Marshall,
Andrea Hoag and Paul Nahay. $10/
member or $15/nonmember. Space is
limited. Visit www.ahs.org or 703-
768-5700 ext. 125.

Very Merry Musical. 12:30 p.m. or 6
p.m. at First Baptist Church, 2932
King St. Hear A cappella music and
enjoy a family meal with Santa. $25/
adult; $12/child. Visit
www.harmonizers.org or 703-910-
4600.

SUNDAY/DEC. 7
 Holiday Performance. 2:30 p.m. at

the George Washington Masonic
Memorial, 101 Callahan DRive. The
Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic (WMP) will present
holiday music. General admission
tickets are $20. Students 18 and
under are free. All concert tickets can
be purchased at the door or online at
www.wmpa.us.

SATURDAY/DEC. 13
 High School Christmas Concert.

Bishop Ireton Christmas Concert

hospital’s main lobby. For a donation of
$5 dedicate a light in memory of a
loved one or to honor a friend,
neighbor, or relative who has added
joy. For a donation of $100, dedicate
a light in the tree-top star. The
hospital is located at 2501 Parker’s
Lane, Alexandria. For any questions
contact the Volunteer Services Office
at 703-664-7260.

Tree Lighting and Luminaria
Display. 5:30 p.m. on Mount
Vernon Avenue, followed by a tree
lighting ceremony at 6 p.m. near the
Mount Vernon Rec Center, located at
Commonwealth and Mount Vernon
avenues. Free. Visit www.pwba.org,

or 703-683-2570.

THURSDAY/DEC. 11
 Holiday Tree Lighting. 5-7 p.m. at

Hoffman Town Center. Free. The
Alexandria Harmonizers will provide
entertainment. Free. Gift card
donations will be requested to help
the wounded and their families at
Walter Reed Army Medical Center.
There will be raffles, food and more.

SUNDAY/DEC. 14
 Tree Lighting. 6:15 p.m. at the King

Street Garden Park, across from the
King Street metro. Enjoy a tree
lighting, caroling, hot cider, cookies
and a special guest. Free.

Alexandria Lights Up

featuring students playing in the
Concert Band, Choir, and Wind
Ensemble at 7:30 p.m. in the
Garwood Whaley Auditorium, 201
Cambridge Road, Alexandria. $5/
adult; $3/student/senior. 703-212-
5183.

SUNDAY/DEC. 14
High School Christmas

Performance. Bishop Ireton
Christmas Concert featuring students
performing at 2 p.m. in the Garwood
Whaley Auditorium, 201 Cambridge
Road, Alexandria. Features special
guests. Free. 703-212-5183.

Holiday Performance. The Asaph
Ensemble will be performing their
Christmas performance at 4 p.m. at
the Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St. in
Alexandria. The Company will be
premiering a new work, “Petite
Suite,” to music by Claude Debussy.
The highlight of the evening will be
the restaged and newly costumed
“Clara’s Christmas.” Tickets $15/
adult; $10/children and seniors. For
more information call 703-368-1812.

Holiday Performance. The
Alexandria Choral Society will
perform at 4 p.m. at Westminster
Presbyterian Church, 2701 Cameron
Mills Road. Features music by the
adult and children’s choir and more.
$20/adult; $15/senior and children.
Visit www.alexchoralsociety.org or
703-548-4734 ext. 2.

Christmas Candlelight Service. 6
p.m. Alexandria Presbyterian Church,
2405 Russell Road, Alexandria, will
hold its annual Christmas Candlelight
Service with choirs and
instrumentalists, the Belmont Brass,
and carol singing by candlelight. A
reception will follow. For
information, call 703-683-3348 or
visit www.alexandriapres.org.

Children’s Holiday Concert. 3:30
p.m. at Alfred Street Baptist Church,
301 S. Alfred St. $25/person. Hear
music by the Alexandria Symphony
Orchestra. 703-548-0885.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 17
 Holiday Music Performance. West

Potomac High School Chorus and
Orchestra will present “Messiah” at
6:30 p.m. in the Springbank
Auditorium, 6500 Quander Road.
Other holiday favorites will be
performed. $5/person.

SUNDAY/DEC. 21
 Holiday Music Performance. From

3-5 p.m. enjoy music by “The
Colonial Ringers and the Canterbury
Ringers” at the Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St., Alexandria. Free.
Visitors will also be able to give a try
with the music bells. Call Bob Schurk
at 703-838-4994.
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Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Highlight Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

Family Events
Families can come together and enjoy

a multitude of events geared towards
families, from candlelight tours to a
children’s tea party.

THURSDAY/NOV. 27
Turkey Trot. 31st annual Turkey Trot

from 8:30-11 a.m. at Cora Kelly
School. Runners are encouraged to
bring non-perishable foods. $10 on-
line or $15 on race day. Visit
www.pwba.org.

THURSDAY/DEC. 4
 Children’s Tea Party. 3:30-5:30 p.m.

at the Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive. This special event
features Santa Claus and children can
have their picture taken with Santa.
$40/adult and child and $10/each
additional ticket. Visit
www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

FRIDAY/DEC. 5
 Holiday Dinner Theater. Alexandria

Harmonizers Chorus presents “A Very
Merry Musical” at 7:30 p.m. at First
Baptist Church, 2932 King St. $15/
adult; children ages 6-12 are $7; age
5 and under free. Enjoy favorite
songs and a family meal with Santa.
Visit www.harmonizers.org or 240-
206-9626 for tickets.

SATURDAY/DEC. 6
Scottish Preview. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at

the Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.,
Alexandria. Includes bagpipe
performances, Celtic music, military
living history demonstrations and

more. Free. Call 703-838-4994.
Santa Railway Express. Ride with

Santa from King Street Station to Old
Town Manassas and back on two
Fridays before Christmas. The train
departs King Street Train Station in
Alexandria at 1:25 p.m. and travels
to Old Town Manassas Train Station.
Passengers will disembark for holiday
stories and treats. The train returns
to King Street at 3:30 p.m. Buy
tickets only at Whistle Stop Hobbies
in Old Town. Visit
www.whistlestophobbies.com for
more.

The Scottish Christmas Walk
Parade. 11 a.m. beginning at the
corner of Wilkes and South Pitt
Streets in Old Town and ending at
the Campagna Center. Over 100
Scottish Clans, pipe and drum bands,
Scottish dancers, re-enactment
groups, Scottie dog groups,
dignitaries and Santa Claus will
march down the cobblestone streets
of Old Town. For more information,
visit www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

Holiday Designer Tour of Homes.
11 a.m.- 4 p.m. Stroll through
buildings of historic importance
dressed up for the holidays by
acclaimed interior designers and
local florists.  Tickets required $25/
advance or $30/day of purchase and
can be purchased at homes. Call 703-
549-0111 for tickets. For more, visit
www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

A Soldier’s Christmas. Noon-4 p.m.
at Carlyle House, 121 N. Fairfax St.
The First Virginia Regiment will
highlight the life of a soldier during
the American Revolutionary War.
Includes demonstrations, music,
gaming and more.  The Regimental
surgeon will discuss medicine and
show 18th century surgical

instruments. Admission is a
suggested $5 donation per person.
Visit www.carlylehouse.org or 703-
548-2997.

Holiday Dinner Theater. Alexandria
Harmonizers Chorus presents “A Very
Merry Musical” at 12:30 p.m. and 6
p.m. at First Baptist Church, 2932
King St. $15/adult; children ages 6-
12 are $7; age 5 and under free.
Enjoy favorite songs and a family
meal with Santa. Reserved table
seating. Visit www.harmonizers.org
or 240-206-9626 for tickets.

SUNDAY/DEC. 7
Mount Vernon by Candlelight.

Learn about the Washington’s
Christmas traditions, meet historic
characters and tour the home by
candlelight, including the rarely seen
third floor from 5-8 p.m. at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate &
Gardens. Visit
www.mountvernon.org or call 703-
780-2000 for cost information.

Holiday Tea at Woodlawn. Enjoy a
special blend of tea and period
confections while learning about tea
customs of the early 19th century
and then take a tour of the house.
Noon and 2 p.m. $25/tea or $30/
including tour. Reservations
required. Private teas available for
groups. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or call 703-
780-4000 ext. 27.

FRIDAY/DEC. 12
 Plantation Christmas. 6:30-9:30

p.m. at Gunston Hall, 10709 Gunston
Road. Take candlelight mansion
tours, horse-drawn carriage rides,
music and food samples.  $14/adult;
$7/children. 703-550-9220. Visit
www.GunstonHall.org.

Holiday Calendar
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Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage
the patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for
surgery. I regard him as one of the premier dentists in the
non-surgical management of TMJ Disorders.”
—Dr. Joseph Arzadon

“Very professional environment, excellent level of service,
up-to-date dental technology.” — Anne

“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my
concerns seriously.” — Mary 

“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop
relationships with  your patients.” — Kim

“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat
your patients with respect and courtesy in a way that  is
extremely rare.” — Nancy

Trusted Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.

Cosmetic Dental Services:
• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• In Office Whitening
• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually
  painless anesthesia

Unique Dental Services:
• Dental Sleep Appliance
• Computer Preview of New Smile

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere
• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
   during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with
  Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
  Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile
  Magazine & TMJ News-n-Views

Testimonials
Michael B. Rogers, DDS

Dennis J. Holly, DMD
4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDentaal.com

SUPER SERVICE CENTER
ALL MAKES & MODELS

OPEN SUNDAYS

Mon-Fri 7-5 • Saturday 8-4 • Sun 10-4
6571 Backlick Rd., •  703-451-2381

$5.00 Off
VA State Safety

Inspections

50% off
Oil Change

Active Military
Conventional oil 4 cyl. only

10% Off Service Repairs except oil & filter svc.
Coupon expires 11/30/08

Tires/Batteries
& Alignments

From Page 18

Holiday Gift Guide

ping Center on Fort Hunt Road for one stop
shopping with easy parking. And, one of the
most complete stores in the small strip mall
for just about every need, not just at the
holidays, but throughout the year, is The
Variety Store, 7902 Fort Hunt Road.

Well under way for its second 50-year run
under the new ownership of Doug Bentley,
The Variety Store, has it all from do-it-your-
self decorating supplies to decorated gift
boxes that need no wrapping.

Two of this year’s “must have” offerings
are musical and lighted gift bags. The mu-
sical bag sells for $2.79 and the fiber optic
lighted bag goes for $4.69.

For those who like to wear their Christ-
mas cheer there are holiday hats depicting
Santa’s elves, snowmen, and St. Nick. There
is also a Christmas tree hat with a star on
top that lights for the really venturesome.
It sells for $9.98. Other hats range from
$1.99 to $4.29.

For home decorating there is everything
from ready-made bows, to an array of rib-
bons, to garland, wreaths, baskets, strings
of lights, and all the accessories needed to
create an individualized holiday spectacu-
lar. The Variety Store is just that— some-
thing for every need whether during the
holidays or in mid summer.

Next door at 7906 Fort Hunt Road is The

Blossom Shop, a floral shop with a wide
range of specialty gifts and items for giving
and decorating. Owner Dorothy Trimber
also does personalized home and business
decorating by appointment.

One item that immediately catches the
shopper’s eye is the illuminated 10-inch
lighted snowmen and penguins that are the
perfect addition to any home decorating
efforts. When lighted they also have swirly
snow within that constantly changes color.
They are $54 each.

Enhancing any holiday table for parties
or family is a group of ceramic food imita-
tions that include a full scale gingerbread
house, candy cane trees, decorated cup
cakes, and a wooden chocolate wreath.

Finally, there is The Gift Store, 7910 Fort
Hunt Road, owned and operated by
Deborah Bentley. It is home to some of the
most unusual and spectacular music boxes
in the region. This year’s most recent addi-
tion is a large winter scene with a model
train priced at $127.50.

Other selections include a Merry Go
Round at $110 and a Roller Coaster at
$127.50. For that special stocking stuffer
there are miniature music boxes with dif-
ferent winter and holiday scenes that play
when the see-through top is opened. They
sell for $16.50 each.

Instead of the usual greens on the man-
tel, how about a holiday or colonial lighted

streetscape. They can be found at The Gift
Store for $64.95 and $24.95 depending on
size.

The perfect addition to any holiday deco-
rating collection are the wood carvings of
Harwood Creek by Jim Shore. Among those
selections are decorative wooden trees at
$20.95, reindeer at $24.94 and Santa seated
on the chimney, taking a break from his
annual rounds, at $25.75.

NOT TO BE OUTDONE there are the
shops in the Bellehaven Shopping Center
on Belleview Boulevard. At the eastern end
of that center is Hodges Galleries that, in
addition to custom framing, has a wide ar-
ray of unusual potential gifts. Their fram-
ing can also be done up to within a couple
of days before Christmas.

For anyone wanting to show off their
“green” dedication during the holidays,
Hodges Galleries has just the thing — re-
cycled aluminum serving dishes that won’t
tarnish. Various pieces range from $18 to
$85 and include such items as a large plat-
ter and an assortment of varying sized
bowls.

For that Scottish Walk Weekend party
there is a Westie Dog Band in full Scottish
garb. The large Westie serves as a cookie
jar and the two smaller dogs are banks. The
jar is priced at $40 and the banks at $18.75
each.

The Gallery also has an array of orna-
ments and other potential gifts not readily
found elsewhere. Their Pilgrim Ornaments,
designed in Wisconsin and made by Thai-
land villagers go for $10 each. Some are
even on Christmas cards.

As with every holiday season, some of the
most specialized, conversation stimulating
gifts can be found at The Virginia Florist,
1632 Belleview Blvd. Again this year there
is the five-foot Santa adorned in flowing
robes and surrounded by various potential
gift items.

For something more in line with the
greenery symbols of the season there is a
large evergreen reindeer with a colorful
bow around his neck. And, in keeping with
the present Wall Street bear market there
is a five-foot bear chef with his holiday
apron.

In honor of the Abraham Lincoln anni-
versary, The Virginia Florist owner, Kevin
Green, has brought in hand carved models
of the Lincoln Memorial to be used as book-
ends.

The one on display is perched atop a stack
of antique books that complement the me-
morial miniature.

As well as offering a variety of floral pos-
sibilities for individual purchases, the shop
also provides floral decorations to both busi-
nesses and private homes throughout the
year as well as during the holidays.

’Tis The Season For Abbreviated Shopping Guides

Sponsor
For info, see www.maddnova.org

or 703-379-1135

Expect
only 5%
of an
intelli-
gence
report
to be
accurate.
The trick
of a
good
com-
mander
is to
isolate
the 5%.

—Douglas
MacArthur
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The 2008 ornament honors the 25th
anniversary of the Alexandria Black
History Museum which first opened
its doors in 1983. Each ornament
costs $16 and comes in a stamped
gift box with a card detailing the
museum’s history. For more infor-
mation, call 703-838-4356 or visit
www.historicalexandria.org.

The 2008 George Washington Mt. Vernon
Estate Holiday Ornament is available in
the Gift Shop at the Mt. Vernon Estate.

 The Campagna Tartan created last year in Scot-

land for the Campagna Center is now available in

kilts, capes, shawls and scarves and also kerchiefs

for dogs in addition to a variety of other gift id
eas.

The tartan may be order online at

www.campagnacenter.org or by calling 703-549-

0111 or by visiting the Tartan Corner at the Mar-

ketplace held on the Scottish Walk Weekend in the

Masonic Temple.

The Old Town Walled Gar-
den Club will do the holi-
day decoration judging on
Dec. 14. The only require-
ments of the contest are
that the decorations must
be made by the
homeowners and that all
materials excluding ribbons
are natural.

Holiday Gift Guide 2008

 The Visitors Center located in the Ramsay
House on the corner of N. Fairfax and King
Streets has a number of local holiday orna-
ments available for purchase. A snow globe
depicting Old Town is on sale for $13.95.

More Holiday Spirit

Look around the
area for ornaments
and snow globes
depicting local
scenes and
decorated homes.

Photos by Louise Krafft/

Gazette Packet



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  November 20-26, 2008  ❖  27www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



28  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  November 20-26, 2008 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  November 20-26, 2008  ❖  29www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

W
ant to win a $4,000 make
over? Or know someone
deserving of such a treat for
the holidays? Radiance

Medspa at 917 King St. in Old Town Alex-
andria is in search of that certain someone.

“We hope to provide a real uplifting ser-
vice to someone in the community who is
deserving and really needs a lift. Hopefully,
someone who has had some hard luck and
would really benefit from this service,” said
Radiance Medspa co-owner Catherine
Corcoran.

The winner of the “Harvest Your Beauty
Makeover Contest” will be chosen from an
essay of 500 words or less written by the
recipient or someone recommending a de-
serving recipient. Deadline for submission
of the essay is Wednesday, Nov. 26.

It can be submitted on line to
cathy@radianceoldtown.com or by mail to

Radiance Medspa, 917 King St., Alexandria,
VA 22314. If mailed, it must be postmarked
Nov. 26, Corcoran said.

Radiance Medspa is a licensed medical
facility specializing in skin care, according
to Corcoran and her partner Barbara Toliver.
Between them they have close to 80 years
medical experience,
she noted.

Corcoran is a licensed
nurse practitioner and
Toliver is a physician’s
assistant. The practice
is overseen by
Corcoran’s husband
Timothy Corcoran,
M.D.

Prior to opening Radiance MedSpa,
Toliver worked at Inova Fair Oaks Hospital
in the emergency room. Corcoran was in
nursing care at the Fairfax County South
County Governnment Center. “We also
worked together for nine years at a family
practice in the area,” Corcoran said.

“That’s where we saw a lot of dermatol-
ogy patients. We also saw a lot of the insur-
ance problems faced by physicians today —
insurance companies denying claims or not
authorizing needed procedures. Our health
system is broken,” Corcoran said.

Radiance Medspa opened in April 2006.
Consultations are conducted with each cli-

ent prior to instituting any procedure.
“We determine with each patient
what treatment they want or need,”
Toliver said.

“We have sent notices of the con-
test to all our clients. But, so far we
have received only one response,”

Corcoran said.
“Our staff will

read each of the
entries and rate
each story. We
will make every
effort to be as
objective as pos-
sible. Entries

can be submitted either by the per-
son hoping to win or by someone rec-
ommending someone else,” Toliver
said.

They estimated the value of the
prize at approximately $4,000. It con-
sists of make up application, non-sur-
gical medical procedures, teeth whit-
ening, a massage, and a skin tight-
ening procedure. It is the latter pro-
cedure that is the most expensive el-
ement, according to Corcoran.

“This contest is all about helping
someone who really needs it. We
want to give back to the community,”
Corcoran said.

Medspa Winner To Receive $4,000 Makeover
Salon provides
dermatology
services to female
and male clients.

Catherine Corcoran, licensed nurse
practitioner, and Barbara Toliver, a
physician’s assistant, of Radiance
Medspa in Alexandria.

Health

“We want to give back
to the community.”

— Catherine Corcoran,
co-owner, Radiance Medspa
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See our work at
www.miraclemethod.com

Contact your local office at

703-738-4801
301-571-4200

❆
Tired of that old color
dated bathroom?
Don’t replace...

Bathtubs, Showers,
Sinks, Tile,

Countertops

REFINISHREFINISH

SINCE 1976 • FREE ESTIMATES

“As seen on
This Old
House”

Serving Metropolitan DC
& Beyond

Warmer Beach Waters Worth the DriveWarmer Beach Waters Worth the Drive
Explore golf passion at more than 100 courses

Call Carly or David, 336-282-1870

Whether looking for an investment property with excellent
rental history, a vacation home on an unique island,

or a little bit of both, this is the house for you.

Drive couple hours south of Outer Banks and discover ocean breezes and
soothing golf for months longer at quiet, quaint Sunset Beach, NC, located
just across the state line and 30 minute drive time from airport in busy
Myrtle Beach, SC. Furnished 3 or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. Newly remod-
eled, bright and airy single family, beach island home on a secluded area
of the island surrounded by views of the canal, marsh and ocean inlet. Sit
on one of the newly built front porches (1 screened) and capture a gor-
geous sunrise with your morning coffee or unwind with friends in the eve-
ning on the back deck and experience stunning sunset views.

Community

Hurd Honored at Memorial Service
From Page 1

William B. Hurd, Jr., thanks
those attending the memo-
rial service for his father at
Saint Paul’s Episcopal
Church.

Royal Street that he shared with
his late wife of 36 years, Mariette.
He is survived by his son William
B. Hurd, Jr., and his wife Nancy of
Springfield, Va.; and a brother-in-
law, Raymond Bowles of Ports-
mouth, N.H.

Bill Hurd served twice on the
Alexandria Planning Commission.
His original term was from 1958
to 1964 and the second covered
the years 1981 to 2001. During the
latter term he served as vice chair
from 1987 to 1993 and as chair
from 1993 to 2001.

The Planning Commission was
only one example of his civic in-
volvements which began as the
Old Town Civic Association’s rep-
resentative on a local commission
established to reorganize city gov-
ernment. Hurd became vice presi-
dent and then president of OTCA.

A mass transportation authority,
Hurd designed and founded the
DASH Transit System. He then
oversaw its operations as chair-
man of its board of directors for
23 years. The new DASH Transpor-
tation Center is named in his
honor.

Among his many accomplish-

Transportation Planning Board
1974-75; and chairman of the Civil
War Centennial Committee 1959-
69.

But, transportation, and more
specifically mass transportation,
was his primary driving force. He
served as associate administrator
for program operations, Urban
Mass Transportation Administra-
tion, U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation, and as a mass transporta-
tion planning consultant for a va-
riety of city systems, including San
Francisco’s BART System.

IN ADDITION to serving in the
U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion, Hurd also served in the U.S
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior, and the U.S.
Housing and Home Finance
Agency, during a federal govern-
ment career spanning 35 years.

His career was interrupted by
World War II when he served in
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
from 1942 to 1946. Entering as a
1st lieutenant he rose to the rank
of major upon his discharge fol-
lowing the war.

A native of Lynn, Mass., born on
Aug. 27, 1915, Hurd lived his
youth in Swapscott and Wakefield,
Mass., and Raymond, N.H. He
earned a bachelor of arts degree
in political science from the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire in 1937
and served as an intern at the Na-
tional Institute of Public Affairs,
Washington, D.C., 1937-1938. He
did postgraduate work at Ameri-
can University 1938-1940 and
again from 1946 to 1947, follow-
ing his military service.

T.C. Williams
Holds Telethon

T.C. Williams High School will
hold its annual Scholarship Fund
Fall Telethon on Sunday, Nov. 23
from 4-9 p.m. It will be broadcast
live on channel 69 and through a
webcast. The fund helps graduates
of Alexandria Public Schools at-
tend college, vocational or career
schools.

T.C. Williams’ video production
students are working along side
the professional COMCAST film
crew to produce this five-hour live
broadcast. The Telethon features
on-air challenges led by
Alexandria’s business and commu-
nity leaders and five hours of live
entertainment including T.C. Wil-
liams’ music performers and pro-
fessionals who volunteer their
time and talent. The Scholarship
Fund Annual Report is available at
www.AlexScholarshipFund.org.
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ments are: Member of the Alexan-
dria School Board 1969-1974;
chair of the Alexandria School
Board 1972-1974; member of the
Alexandria Board of Architectural
Review 1981 to 1983; Community
Development Committee 1957-58;
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D
arby Rush and Neil Hall both
grew up in the Tidewater area
of Virginia — Darby in Virginia
Beach and Neil in Norfolk.

That’s just a coincidence, however, as they
met only five or six years ago here in Alex-
andria … but they share their fondness for
Tidewater and still call it “home.” That bond
was the start of their friendship.

After marriage, two babies and a stint
with the home-based clothing business, Et
Cetera, Darby  took a job in sales with a
large gifts and home accessories firm. Her
experience there inspired her to start her
own gifts and accessories trunk show busi-
ness called Good Fun Stuff.

Neil was in finance and marketing in the
corporate world, working for CSX in Rich-
mond and Time-Life in Alexandria. After
marriage and a baby, she continued to do
some consulting work for Time Life and
volunteered at her son’s school. Itching to
get back into business, she bought an invi-
tation and stationery company about five
years ago and moved it from Vienna to Al-
exandria as a home-based business.

Darby and Neil often worked side-by-side
at trunk shows with their respective busi-
nesses, setting up at school benefits, com-
munity markets and private home-shopping
parties. Together they organized a semi-
annual trunk show at Belle Haven Country
Club called East Coast Collections, which
drew vendors selling clothing, jewelry, gifts,
home, baby and paper accessories.

Why did you choose this business?
Kiskadee is a spin-off of their trunk-show

businesses. It’s the “best of both” plus more,
offering women’s apparel, jewelry and ac-
cessories, men’s and boys’ shirts, ties and
belts, gifts for the home and garden, table-
top and gourmet, baby, holiday cards and
paper accessories.

Darby had been pondering the idea of
opening a retail store for quite some time.
As a sales rep, she was in and out of small
shops daily. Darby had the creative eye and
a vision of a store that she, as a consum-

mate shopper herself, would love to have
in this area. Neil, always up for a new busi-
ness challenge, thought the idea a good one.

Both relished the thought of not hauling,
setting up and taking down for trunk shows.
Neil had been convinced for some time that
Del Ray, and Mount Vernon Avenue in par-
ticular, was the perfect spot for a store —
charming storefronts, parking, a friendly
neighborhood and an easy-going business
atmosphere.

Darby and Neil have made many new
friends in the neighborhood that run in
weekly to see “what’s new.” Their recent
expansion to the second floor of the shop is
indicative of this great local support.

Share an anecdote
about your business:

It is safe to say that if their landlord, Scott
Mitchell, had not walked up to them as they
wandered along Mt Vernon Avenue one
summer day, Kiskadee would probably not
be in existence today. Darby and Neil were
simply “in the right place at the right time”
and hopped on the storefront that had been
previously occupied by Royce Flowers. The

location and the building
itself became the impe-
tus to “go for it.” The
store opened just three
months later.

Everyone asks about
the name Kiskadee. A
Kiskadee is a pretty yel-
low and black bird that
is indigenous to marshy
areas, like Tidewater,
Virginia. Darby and Neil
thought long and hard
about a name that would
have a special meaning
to the two of them, but
would be catchy and
would definitely be
unique. The idea was
suggested by a family
friend of Darby’s, while
sitting on the beach, of
course.

Key Staff:
Currently, all employees are job-sharing

so that there is fulltime help during the
week and on the weekends. It works our
perfectly for the weekday employees — one
is a mom, Tracy Simpson, who works a few
days a week while her son is in school. The
other, Linda Hoekstra has recently retired
from teaching in the Alexandria School Sys-
tem and, because of her shopping finesse,
has fit right in.

Darby and Neil are also lucky to have
friends that come in from time to time to
help out … Susan Cloud, Diane Hynes and
Meghan Rainey.

Until recently, Kiskadee had its first full-
time assistant manager, Jeanna Reidy, who
just had a baby girl. Darby and Neil have
fingers crossed that she’ll be back soon.

The part-time weekend staff all have
fulltime jobs, working in PR, in politics, on
the Hill, and in interior design. Eliza Findley,
Brittany Patterson, Emily Wheeler and
Ashley deHart enjoy the camaraderie at the
shop, making some extra cash, and, of

course, the great discount.
Kiskadee is always looking for friendly,

outgoing people who enjoy retail, and fash-
ion in particular, to join the staff.

Description of
products and services:

Darby and Neil think of Kiskadee as an
“everyday living store,” offering a variety
of clothing, accessories and gifts for women,
men, babies and kids, home and garden.
They have a range of all price points and
product mix.

They work diligently at market to find
new designers and products not found in
the area … and the mix changes weekly.
They order only three or four of any one
style of woman’s clothing, so that the same
jacket or dress is not walking all over town.
Kiskadee loves to support and offer designs
from local Virginia businesses, including
Meg Carter Designs, ADMK Jewelry, Belle
et Bonne, Soraya tabletop accessories,
Elquinique handbags, Peter Blair ties from
Richmond and Robert Redd shirts from
Charlottesville. Kiskadee has made numer-
ous donations in their first year of business
to local schools and benefits. They are
happy to offer a Girls’ Night Out shopping
party for groups of 10-12, providing bever-
ages and hors d’oeuvres and a 20 percent
discount to all that attend.

Professional affiliations:
Del Ray Business Association.

Kiskadee Finds Its Nest in Del Ray
Keeping Shop

Nominate a Business

Photo by Nina Tisarra

Darby Rush, Tracy Simpson and Neil Hall keeping
shop at Kiskadee on Mount Vernon Avenue.

Kiskadee
Address: 2205 Mount Vernon Avenue in

the heart of Del Ray
Years in business: One-year anniversary

Nov. 6.
Telephone: 703-549-0813
Email address: info@kiskadeeshop.com
Web site: www.kiskadeeshop.com (under

construction)
Find out more about Kiskadee, and read

other “Keeping Shop” features at
www.AlexandriaGazette.com. Click on
“Community.”

O
ne hundred and fifty families,
who would have been without
a Thanksgiving dinner, will

now have a turkey thanks to the Virginia
Paving Company.

The Alexandria YMCA each year gives
150 turkeys to needy families. Those tur-
keys have been supplied by an area res-
taurant.

This year, just three weeks before the
holiday, that restaurant called the YMCA
and said they could no longer afford to
supply the turkeys. They cited economic
conditions.

Hearing of the YMCA’s plight, Virginia
Paving stepped into the breach. “We

found it unacceptable for 150 families to
not be able to enjoy a traditional turkey
dinner,” said John Irvine, spokesperson for
Virginia Paving.

They will supply 105 of the needed tur-
keys. The YMCA has secured the other 45
from a variety of other donors.

“We were able to get a very good rate of
49 cents a pound from Giant Markets which
means our total cost is only about $800.
It’s the very least we could do. And, this
falls in line with what we have been trying
to do throughout the year, at every oppor-
tunity, to give back to the community,”
Irvine said.

Not only is Virginia Paving supplying the
From left are John Irvine, David Horton, Linda
Bolton and Yierou Mahoney.

Virginia Paving Comes to YMCA’s Aid
turkeys, they are
picking them up
from Giant and de-
livering them to the
YMCA. They will
also help distribute
them on Nov. 25 be-
ginning at 5 p.m.

“All of these tur-
keys will be distrib-
uted to Alexandria
families. That’s what
makes this so spe-
cial,” Irvine said.

— Chuck Hagee

Photo Contributed

Keeping Shop is a regular feature of the Gazette Packet. To
qualify, retail shops should be locally owned or operated, new, ex-

panding, celebrating a significant anniversary or doing something otherwise newsworthy. To nominate a busi-
ness, contact Nina Tisara, ninat@tisaraphoto.com.
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Local Working Mom, Katie
Buchanan, Finds time

to get fit and get
6-pack Abs!!

16-Week Ultimate

Body Transformation

Katie says:

“She’s 4, I’m 42; and she has

to keep up with me!”

48

300 North Washington St.
Suite 106

Alexandria, VA
703-683-0777

www.ftalexandria.com

Now hiring Full and Part Time Personal Trainers

First

Sessio
n

Free

C
oncluding the events of
the Town of Potomac
Centennial celebration, a

prom was held in the Mt. Vernon Rec-
reation Center last Saturday evening.
Residents turned out and danced the
night away in the center’s gym. More
photos at www.gazette@connection
newspapers.com.

The Town of
Potomac’s
Centennial Prom

Lauren Smith gets help
with her corsage from
Verdella Jennings.

Amanda and Boyd Walker Carrie Myers and Jeff Stohl

Community

Ryan Bailey
and Gayle
Reuter
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Sports

Middle School
Soccer All-Stars

Three Alexandria middle school students have been
nominated for an all-star soccer team because of their
performances on the field this season.

Paul Darmstadter, a 7th grade student at The Congres-
sional Schools of Virginia in Falls Church, has been named
as an All-Star Soccer Player by the Capital Athletic Con-
ference. Darmstadter played on the Congressional Colts
Varsity Soccer Team during the fall 2008 season.

Joining him on the all-star squad was Alexandria resi-
dents Isabella Brahm and Austin O’Brien, both of whom
are also students at The Congressional Schools. All three

were teammates on the Congressional Colts varsity soccer
team.

Annual Baseball Night
The Alexandria Sportman’s Club will hold its annual base-

ball night at the Old Dominion Boat Club this Friday night.
This year, Washington Nationals third baseman Ryan
Zimmerman is scheduled to appear and speak with those
in attendance.

Admission to the event is free and open to the public.
The event begins at 7:30 p.m. with a social hour before-
hand. The club will also name its athlete of the month at
the event.

Umpires Needed
The Northern Virginia Softball Umpires Association is

seeking new umpires for the 2009 season. The associa-
tion is responsible for umpiring softball (fast-pitch and
slow-pitch) recreation league games, VHSL/High School
games and several tournaments in the Northern Virginia
area. Umpires can earn $23+ an hour. Flexible sched-
ule based on the individual’s ability and availability
during the week and weekends. NVSUA uses a Web-
based scheduling program.  It provides in-depth train-
ing, which begins in January.

Contact Judy Cole at JudyUIC@cox.net or 571-236-
5744.

Sports Briefs

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette-Packet

I
t’s not everyday friends and fam-
ily gather to witness a teenager
sign one of life’s most important
contracts. That’s why it made

sense that everybody in the T.C. Will-
iams High School cafeteria this past
Tuesday night wanted to savor the mo-
ment Tierra Ruffin-Pratt signed her
national letter of intent to play bas-
ketball at North Carolina next season.

Everyone, that is, except for the girl
putting her signature on the dotted
line.

“Let’s cut the cake,” Ruffin-Pratt said
anxiously of the Carolina blue and
white pastry that read “UNC 2009.”

After years spent in the spotlight of
the Alexandria hoops scene, Ruffin-
Pratt thinks it’s about time people start
noticing the play of everyone else,
rather than just focusing on, arguably,
the most talented girl’s basketball
player to come out of this area.

“I really don’t need the attention,”
said Ruffin-Pratt, who is rated by
ESPN as the No. 9 girl’s basketball
player in the class of 2009. “That’s
how it is on the court. Other teams
think it’s all about me, talk just about
me, but once they realize the team can

do other things and help me too, they have
to focus on the team and not just me.”

IT HAS BEEN TOUGH to ignore Ruffin-
Pratt, especially coming off a season where
she was named a Parade 1st-team All-Ameri-
can while averaging more than 25 points,
15 rebounds, and seven assists per game,
leading the Titans to a 22-1 record.

Her year ended a bit prematurely due to
a dislocated shoulder in the Patriot District
Finals, and Ruffin-Pratt had to sit and watch
her teammates lose their only game, a sea-
son-ending loss to Robinson.

It has been this way — with recruiters
constantly swooning over her— since
Ruffin-Pratt played for the T.C. Williams JV
team as an eighth grader, according to her
mother, Deneen Pratt. Once that season was
over, the house started getting “boxes of
letters” from various colleges.

It has created an interesting dynamic be-
tween the Ruffin-Pratt that walks the hall-
ways of T.C. Williams and the girl that wows
fans and opponents alike on the basketball
court.

“She’s just Tierra off the court, so she tries
not to let the two collide so that she can be

just a regular teenager off the court,” said
Deneen Pratt, who helped her daughter
choose North Carolina over Duke, Vir-
ginia, and Rutgers among others.

Friends and family describe Ruffin-
Pratt as a humble superstar, someone not
infatuated with her own statistics. That
doesn’t mean others aren’t, though.

The star of T.C. Williams boy’s basket-
ball team, point guard Edward Jenkins,
said he sometimes jokes with Ruffin-Pratt

in class about putting all her accolades on
the back of a sweatshirt, something he did
after starting for the Titans state champi-
onship team a year ago.

“But she doesn’t do any of that,” Jenkins
said with a laugh. “She doesn’t brag or boast
about it, she just lets it show on the court.”

IT’S A TRAIT that even her coach envies.
“Meeting her, you have no idea she’s one

of the top prospects in the country,” said
first-year T.C. Williams coach Cavanaugh
Haven, who was an assistant the past two
seasons. “It’s neat because the underclass-

men look at her as a role model, she has
natural ability but also puts a lot of time
into something she loves.”

Ruffin-Pratt, who stands 5-foot-10,
doesn’t have blinding speed or out of the
gym jumping ability. Rather, it’s her
knack for finding a way to penetrate into
the lane and lethal outside shot that
make her next to impossible to stop. Her
innate court sense and penchant for be-
ing in the right place serves her well, an-
ticipating blocked shots and steals on the
defensive end.

“It’s exciting just to be able to play with
someone on that level,” said Titans point
guard Monica Fikes.

Her shoulder completely healthy these
days, Ruffin-Pratt hopes this year will be
significantly calmer with her college
choice made. Already T.C. Williams’ all-
time leading scorer, the Carolina-bound
superstar wants others to steal her spot-
light now.

“I know a lot of people are going to
come at me hard,” said Ruffin-Pratt. “But
I just want to make my team better.”

Always in spotlight,
Ruffin-Pratt decides
to shine at North
Carolina next year.

Carolina in Her Mind

Senior Tierra Ruffin-Pratt will play
basketball at North Carolina next
season. Last season she averaged
more than 25 points and 15 re-
bounds per game and was named a
Parade 1st-team All-America. She
wears a brace as a precaution after
separating her shoulder at the end of
last year.

Deneen Pratt turns to hug her daughter, Tierra Ruffin-Pratt, last Tuesday
night after Ruffin-Pratt signed her national letter-of-intent to play at
North Carolina  next season.

“Meeting her, you have no
idea she’s one of the top
prospects in the country.”

— T.C. Williams
coach Cavanaugh Haven
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Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Mark Giannotti

703-917-6409 or mgiannotti@connectionnewspapers.com
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Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Roger’s Deli-Pizza LLC,  trading as Roger’s 
Deli-Pizza, 6631 Wakefield Dr, Alexandria, VA 
22307. The above establishment is applying to 
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Wine and Beer 
Off Premises license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Roger Smith, Owner

ABC LICENSE
Unwined, Inc trading as Unwined online, 113 N. 
Fayette Street #6, Alexandria, VA 22314. The 
above establishment is applying to the VIRGIN-
IA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVER-
AGE CONTROL for a Internet Wine Retailer 
license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Vanessa Moore, Corporate officer

Alexandria Board of Architectural Review
Old & Historic Alexandria District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
====================================

=========================

A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria 
Board of Architectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, DECEMBER 3, 2008 beginning at 7:30 
PM in Council Chambers, second floor of City 
Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia
on the following applications:

CASE BAR2008-0181
Request for approval of signage at 821 S. 
Washington St, zoned CRMU/L.
APPLICANT: Tim Traywick for WRIT

CASE BAR2008-0186
Request for approval of signage at 124 S. West 
St, zoned CD Commercial.
APPLICANT: William Hatherill for King West 
LLC

CASE BAR2008-0192
Request for approval of alterations at 408 Duke 
St, zoned RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Nels Nordquist

CASE BAR2008-0210
Request for approval of signage at 1104 King 
St, zoned KR King Street Retail.
APPLICANT: The Potomac Bead Co.

CASE BAR2008-0212
Request for approval of alterations at 619 S. 
Fairfax St, zoned RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Studio Camus LLC for Laura 
Smith Morton

CASE BAR2008-0213
Request for approval of alterations at 510 & 526 
King St, zoned KR King Street Retail.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING COMMISSION

DECEMBER - 2008
====================================
=========================
The items described below will be heard by the 
Planning Commission and the City Council on 
the following dates. NOTICE: Some of the 
items listed below may be placed on a consent 
calendar. A consent item will be approved at 
the beginning of the meeting without discussion 
unless someone asks that it be taken off the 
consent calendar and considered separately.
The Planning Commission reserves the right to 
recess and continue the public hearing to a fu-
ture date. For further information call the De-
partment of Planning and Zoning on 838-4666.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING COMMISSION
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2008

7:30 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2008

9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2008-0044

251 WEST GLEBE ROAD (Parcel Address:
221 West Glebe Road)

CERRO VERDE RESTAURANT

Consideration of a request for the expansion of 
an existing restaurant and a request for amuse-
ment enterprise; zoned CDD-12/Coordinated 
Development District. Applicant: Latin Del Ray, 
LLC by Wayne Neale

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2008-0074

210 WESMOND DRIVE
FAMILY DAY CARE

Consideration of a request to operate a home 
child daycare; zoned RB/Residential.

Applicant: Darnella and James Shelby Sr.

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2008-0079

320 KING STREET
SANDELLAS FLATBREAD CAFE

Consideration of a request to operate a restau-
rant; zoned CD/Commercial Downtown. Appli-
cant: DC Sandella's Franchise, LLC by Duncan 
Blair

DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
#2007-0035

2903 MOUNT VERNON AVENUE
MIXED USE RETAIL/OFFICE BUILDING

Consideration of a request for a form-based de-
velopment special use permit, with site plan, to 
construct a retail/office mixed use building, with 
site plan, modifications and a parking reduction, 
under the Mount Vernon Avenue Plan Design 
Guidelines; zoned CL/Commercial Low.
Applicant: Julie Wadler by BMK Architects

DEVELOPMENT SITE PLAN #2008-0012(TO 

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2008 - 7:30 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, City Hall 
Alexandria, Virginia

Information about these items may be obtained 
from the: Department of Planning and Zoning, 
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 838-4688 
====================================
=========================

BZA CASE #2008-0037 
106 ADAMS AVENUE 
R-2-5, RESIDENTIAL 
Marsha and Tim Sullivan, owners: Special ex-
ception to enclose and extend an exsting open 
side porch 5.60 feet from the east side property 
line. If the special exception is granted, the 
Board of Zoning Appeals will be granting a spe-
cial exception from section 12-102(A) of the 
zoning ordinance relating to physical enlarge-
ment of a noncomplying structure.

BZA CASE #2008-0038 
607 NORTH OVERLOOK DRIVE 
R-8, RESIDENTIAL 
Meg Lundsager and John Baker, owners: Spe-
cial exception to construct a second story addi-
tion 8.00 feet from the east side property line. If 
the special exception is granted, the Board of 
Zoning Appeals will be granting a special ex-

OBITUARY
Theron Wayne Henry

Age 65, passed on November 13, 2008 in Falls 
Church, VA. Wayne was a longtime member of 
Westminster Presbyterian Church as well as a 
member of the American Legion, Moose & Elks 
Lodges. He was preceded in death by his 
brother Kenneth Henry. He is survived by his 
beloved wife of 39 years, Deanne M. Henry; lov-
ing children Donnie (Deana) and Matthew Hen-
ry; adored grandchildren Luke, Olivia and Ju-
lianna Henry. He also leaves his sister Norma 
Jean Brennan; cousins Diane Nicely and Teresa 
Yokum; many other family members and close 
friends. A memorial service will be on Friday, 
November 21, 2008 at 1 PM at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, 2701 Cameron Mills 
Road, Alexandria VA 22302. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions may be made to United 
Cerebral Palsy, 1660 L. Street, NW, Ste. 700, 
Washington DC 20036

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ019589-04-00/JJ019589-06-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
JEREMIAH ANDERSON
The object of this suit is to:
Approve the permanency plan submitted by 
DHS, to terminate the residual parental rights of 
the unknown father of Jeremiah Anderson, DOB 
5/31/05, born to Tanaira Anderson, and to give 
the right to the Alexandria Department of 
Human Services to place the child for adoption.
It is ORDERED that the defendant unknown 
father appear at the above named Court and 
protect his or her interests on or before 
1/30/2009 at 2:00pm

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ019589-04-00/JJ019589-05-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
JEREMIAH ANDERSON
The object of this suit is to:
Approve the permanency plan submitted by 
DHS, to terminate the residual parental rights of 
the Tanaira Anderson(mother) to Jeremiah An-
derson, DOB 5/31/05, and to give the right to 
the Alexandria Department of Human Services 
to place the child for adoption.
It is ORDERED that the defendant Tanaira 
Anderson (mother) appear at the above named 
Court and protect his or her interests on or 
before 1/30/2009 at 2:00pm

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ020383-05-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
DAVION CORTEZ STEWART
The object of this suit is to:
Terminate the parental rights of Robert Bowie, 
putative father of Davion Stewart, DOB 
10/31/03, born to Deidre Stewart; approve a 
foster care plan with goal of adoption; and enter 
any other appropriate orders without further 
notice to Robert Bowie.
It is ORDERED that the defendant Robert Bow-
ie appear at the above named Court and protect 
his or her interests on or before 1/28/2009 at 
2:00pm

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ020383-05-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
DAVION CORTEZ STEWART
The object of this suit is to:
Terminate the parental rights of Unknown father 
of Davion Stewart, DOB 10/31/03, born to 
Deidre Stewart; approve the 
foster care plan with the goal of adoption;
It is ORDERED that the defendant unknown 
father appear at the above named Court and 
protect his or her interests on or before 
1/28/2009 at 2:00pm

Lonzell Rashad Adkins
November 12, 1977 - April 18, 1994

We thought of you with love today, but
that is nothing new. We thought about
you yesterday and days before that too.
Your memory is our Keepsake with
which we will never part. God has you
in his keeping, we have you in our
hearts.

Happy 31st Birthday
Love Ya! Michael, Connie,
Danielle and Rashad

Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

BE HEARD BY PLANNING COMMISSION
ON-
LY)

TEXT AMENDMENT #2008-0008

133 SOUTH QUAKER LANE and 3100 
BUSINESS CENTER DRIVE
MATERIALS/STORAGE YARD

Consideration of a request for a text amend-
ment to the Zoning Ordinance to allow public
re-
cycling centers in the industrial zone as a per-
mitted use and a development site plan for
construction of a materials storage facility; 
zoned I/Industrial and POS/Public Open
Space.
Applicant: City of Alexandria Departments of 
Transportation and Environmental Services and 
Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities

DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
#2008-0016

315, 317 AND 321 FIRST STREET
SAINT ANTHONY'S DAY SCHOOL

Consideration of a request for a development 
special use permit, with site plan, for an
expansion of a day care center, an increase in 
floor area ratio and a parking reduction;
zoned CDX/Commercial Downtown. Applicant: 
Patricia Hall Choiniere by BMK Architects

APPLICANT: Linda Jackson for WRIT

CASE BAR2008-0215
Request for approval of demolition/encapsula-
tion at 617/619 S. Lee St, zoned RM Residen-
tial.
APPLICANT: Rust Orling Architecture for 
Andrew & Tamara Saltonstall

CASE BAR2008-0218
Request for approval of addition/alterations at 
617/619 S. Lee St, zoned RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Rust Orling Architecture for 
Andrew & Tamara Saltonstall

CASE BAR2008-0216
Request for approval of signage at 924 King St, 
zoned KR King Street Retail.
APPLICANT: Bloomers

CASE BAR2008-0217
Request for approval of signage at 1222 King 
St, zoned KR King Street Retail.
APPLICANT: La Fromagerie LLC

CASE BAR2008-0221
Request for approval of alterations at 610 
Bashford Lane, zoned RCX Medium
Density Apartment.
APPLICANT: Riverton Condominium

CASE BAR2008-0225
Request for approval of alterations to
previously 
approved plans at 119 S. Washington St,
zoned 
CD Commercial.
APPLICANT: TD Bank, NA

Information about the above item(s) may be 
obtained from the Department of
Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King
Street, 
Room 2100, Alexandria,
Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 838-4666

ception from section 12-102(A) of the zoning
or-
dinance relating to physical enlargement of a 
noncomplying structure.

BZA CASE #2008-0032 
630 NORTH COLUMBUS STREET 
RB, RESIDENTIAL 
James A. Merklinger, owner:  Reapproval of a 
variance to construct a new single family dwell-
ing reducing the required open space to 360 
square  feet.

BZA CASE #2008-0034 
1200 DUKE STREET 
OC, OFFICE COMMERCIAL 
Thomas J. Fannon,owner: Appeal of the Direc-
tor of Planning and Zoning's decision to revoke 
the November 3, 2003, Zoning Determination 
Letter to Thomas J. Fannon & Sons, Inc., at 
1200 Duke Street

noisy, vibration-causing vehicles
cause great harm to our historic
homes built in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. At the last
Task Force meeting, the individual
in charge of these tours screamed
that the citizens didn’t own the
streets and sidewalks and that the
buses had every right to go where
they want when they want. What
a crass assessment! Guess who
paid the taxes so that these streets
and sidewalks could be built and
maintained? Not the tour buses.
They are in the destruction mode.
The citizens as usual will end up

From Page 10

Letters

paying the price.
Hopefully without sounding flip-

pant and in an honest attempt to
make a point, why are we allow-
ing tour buses to conduct business
within our residential areas?
These tour buses are making
money off of us by using our resi-
dential roads, disturbing our
peace, bringing odorous smells
into our homes all the while oper-
ating without Special Use Permits
(SUPs). Every other business in
this city is regulated and has to
have a SUP or Administrative Per-
mit to operate a business. It ap-
pears that these tour bus compa-

nies are indeed violating the law
and should be cited for doing so.
This case may have to be taken to
court for adjudication. Illegally
conducting commerce in a resi-
dential area seems to be the final
straw. There is no reason why the
Police Department can’t enforce
this statute without having to go
to Richmond for approval from the
General Assembly.

The Old Town Civic Association
dedicated its October Membership
Meeting to this Tour Bus problem.
The entire membership attending
the meeting all agreed that a bus
to trolley approach was the pana-

cea.
The membership of OTCA, who

oversees the Old and Historic Dis-
trict, has been heard from, loud
and clear, on this issue. Speaking
for myself only, we are tired of
being marginalized by the city gov-
ernment. It would very helpful if
the residents of Old Town would
voice their concerns to Mayor Bill
Euille (alexvamayor@aol.com) or
to Councilman Paul Smedberg
(paulcsmedberg@aol.com).

Townsend A. “Van”
Van Fleet
Alexandria

Write
The Gazette Packet welcomes
views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material

is noon Friday. Letters must be
signed. Include home address

and home and business
numbers. Letters are routinely
edited for libel, grammar, good

taste and factual errors.
Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Gazette Packet

7913 Westpark Drive
McLean, Va. 22102
Call: 703-917-6431.

By fax: 703-917-0991.
By e-mail:

gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

EXPERIENCE THE JOYS AND REWARDS

Over 550 independently owned & operated offices worldwide

Quality of life is important to everyone. We help
keep seniors independent. If you like to cook, run
errands, and are a people person we need
Companions and CNAs. We also offer flexible FT
& PT hrs.  We only hire the best.  Visit:

www.BeAComfortKeeper.com

703-591-7117

WE ARE COMFORT KEEPER®

COMMERCIAL CARPET 
CLEANING TECH,  P/T

15-20 hrs/wk.  Evenings/weekends.  Exp 
pref’d but not req’d.  Must be US citizen, 
good driving record, able to pass criminal 
background check.  Spanish a plus.  Fax 
resume to 703-288-4921 or email 
pmcquiney@freedomflooringinc.com

Dietary Aide
Lincolnian Senior Residences, an Assist-
ed Living Community in Alexandria, VA 
is seeking PT Dietary Aides.  Must be re-
liable, courteous and energetic.  Apply in 
person at Lincolnian Senior Residences, 
4710 North Chambliss  Street,  Alexan-
dria,  VA   22312.   EOE.

FILE CLERK
Needed - F/T File Clerk for

Alexandria/Annandale medical 
practice.  Excellent salary and benefits.  
Please fax resume to 703-578-4161.

GROVETON BAPTIST 
CHURCH - Alexandria, Va

Seeking P/T Admin Assist.  30 hrs/wk.  
Microsoft Publisher a must.  

Send resume to: 
info@grovetonbaptistchurch.org.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

MEDICAL BILLING/ 
FRONT DESK

ALEX/ARL.  P/T, 3-4 days.  Private 
medical office needs very reliable and 
prof indiv with strong  billing exp.  Good 
salary, great office.  Call: 301-469-7211.

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

NURSE PRACTITIONER  OR  PA
Experienced in Diabetes for busy 

Endocrine Practice, Mount Vernon, 
Alexandria area.  Full Time.

Please fax resume to 703-360-0263
or call Diann Weaver 703-360-8383

PRESCHOOL TEACHERS
Position Avail. for Full-time Preschool 
teacher at Alexandria Center. Bachelors 
Degree.    At  least   2   years  experience 
required. Competitive Salary & Med 
Benefits. Earned Leave & All Federal 
Holidays Off, Paid Annual Training, 
401K. Fax Resume 703-425-2703 or 
Email Resume: jobs@achildsplaceinc.com 

EOE

WE WANT YOU!
Toys “R” Us

The World’s Largest Specialty Toy Retailer Is

Now Hiring For The Following Positions In Our

Alexandria, Va Store:

• Positions Include,

• Overnight Stockers,

• Cashiers,

• Sales-floor,

• And Guest Service Team Members.

We Are Looking For Individuals Who Are

Committed To Providing Outstanding Service To

Our Guests. If You Are Dependable And Ready

To Take On Responsibility, We’ll Teach You The

Rest.  We Offer A Flexible Schedule, Along With

An Associate Discount. If This Sounds Exciting

To You Please Apply On-line At:

Www.ruscareers.com
EOE

Registered Medication Techs
Lincolnian Senior Residences, an Assisted 
Living Community in Alexandria, VA is 
seeking Registered Medication Techs. 
Qualified candidates should have experience 
working with the elderly and good clinical 
and interpersonal skills.  VA License is re-
quired.  Apply in person at Lincolnian Se-
nior Residences, 4710 North Chambliss 
Street, Alexandria, VA 22312.  EOE.

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects
of the newspaper business. Internships avail-
able in reporting, photography, research,
graphics. Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career. Unpaid.
Call John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or email
internship@connection
newspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent

PIANOS
1/2 Price

After more than 50 yrs - we’re closing out!
Band Instruments, guitars, violins,

office file cabs. & desks.
Pianos starting at $995

Call Gordon Keller
703-548-8833

29 Misc. for Sale 29 Misc. for Sale21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 3 RE for Rent

King St. Metro Location 
$3,200 The Royalton

Gorgeous 2B/2Ba 
double MBR’s 

Live like Royalty in a 
Luxurious building, custom 
decorated rare floor plan w/ 
curved wall of windows, 2 
garage spaces & storage 

Long day? Raining? 
Snowing? Hungry? 

No problem, take the 
elevator downstairs to Whole 
Foods for gourmet food and 
wine.

Available immediately 
240-876-8233 

fleet-man@msn.com

12 Commercial Lease

OLD TOWN 
500 N Washington ST

Exec Suites, 
Shared Services

Free Parking 
$495-$1,495 mo.

Please Call 
(703)739-9805

Small office spaces
near King St metro 

Patton office, Federal 
court. Share with 

other professionals 
703-683-5666

15 Getaways

Enjoy warm beach waters 
past Labor Day

Extend your beach season 
into the fall with soothing 
and warmer ocean waters 
at this Sunset Beach, NC 
vacation home. Furnished 3 
or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. 
Newly remodeled, bright 
and airy beach island home 
on a secluded area of the is-
land surrounded by views of 
the canal, marsh and ocean 
inlet. Sit on one of the newly 
built front porches (1 
screened) and capture a 
gorgeous sunrise with your 
morning coffee or unwind 
with friends in the evening 
on the back deck and experi-
ence stunning sunset views. 
Whether you're looking for 
an investment property with 
excellent rental history, a 
vacation home on a unique 
island, or a little bit of both, 
this is the house for you.

Sunset Beach, a small barri-
er reef island 2 1/2 miles 
long and 1/3 mile wide, is 
quiet and family oriented and 
only 30 minutes from Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. Call 
Carly or David at 336-282-
1870 for more details

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Lic. #7363

NO JOB TOO BIG NO JOB TOO SMALL Residential & Commercial

ASPHALT ASPHALT

A Unique Detailed & Orderly 
Cleaning Service

20 yrs exp. 
Lic. Bonded, Ins.

Res. & Comm 
Reliable. Exc refs available.

703-960-4671

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

A&S LANDSCAPING
Fall Cleanup • Planting • Mulching •
Sodding • Patios • Decks • Retaining

Walls • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

Painting
Drywall...Wallpaper

Exc refs. Quality service.  Neatness 

Interior & Exterior, Resid. & Comm

571-259-9348

703-960-4671
Design & Murals also available

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

GUTTER

LEAF
REMOVAL
GUTTER

CLEANING

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

703-354-4333

20 YEARS EXP.

• Wood Replace & Wrapping
• Pressure Washing,
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

metrogutter.com

GUTTER

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

CONCRETE

RATCLIFF
CONSTRUCT. 

CO.
Concrete & Brick  
Stone Specialist

Additions & Basemnts 
4th Generation,

Class A Lic & Ins 
Free Est.

800-820-1404

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne

Light Electrical • Plumbing 
• Bathroom Renovation •  

Ceramic Tile • Drywall 
Repair

703-922-4190
www.rclhomerepairs.com

Licensed        Insured

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

FALL
CLEAN-UP

The
PLANTSMAN
Maintenance, Planting,

Design
18 Yrs., Hort. Certified

703.329.1908
Free Estimates

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-312-7227

MULCH

OAK FIREWOOD
Full Cord

Guaranteed to Burn
or money back

Beware of truckloads
or racks

 703-327-4224
703-568-8014 cell

Curtis Neil

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-312-7227

WALLPAPERING

DAVE’S
PAPERHANGING
✓Wallpaper Hanging

✓Removal

✓Repair

✓Interior Painting

703-339-0755
WWW.NVADB.COM

GUTTER

Neighborhoods

Del Ray
The 33rd Annual Turkey Trot! Yes, Del Ray,

it’s time for the 33rd Annual Turkey Trot!
This five-mile road race will be held on
Thursday, Nov. 27 at 10 a.m. at the Cora
Kelly Elementary School at the intersection
of West Reed and Commonwealth Avenues.
The entry fee — with two cans of food — is
$15 for individuals ages 13-21 years and
$20 for those age 22 and over. Children 12
and under can participate for $10 at the
door and two cans of food. The food will
be donated to ALIVE, Inc., an ecumenical
organization serving Alexandria families in
need.

Taylor Run
Can we reform?
“Better the devil you know than the

devil you don’t know,” says our Senator
Richard Saslaw, explaining why he does
not favor redistricting reform by a non-
partisan commission.

Speaking to the West End Business As-
sociation, the senator said that “he does
not want to give up control of the ability
to gerrymander when and if the chance
arises, as he has no trust in others to do
the right thing, but feels very comfort-
able with the control that he can exer-
cise,” according to Judy Miller, president
of the Alexandria League of Women Vot-
ers, who attended the meeting.

I called Senator Saslow to confirm the
question. He said yes, he feels that
elected officials should do the redistrict-
ing.

REDISTRICTING DUE
Every 10 years the General Assembly

redraws the lines of electoral districts. It
has, in the past, been very partisan;
whichever party is in power has drawn
districts, which can easily be won by the
party strongest in the district.

WHO CHOOSES?
In a sense, politicians can choose their

constituents. Of course, the party objects,
and many such districts end up being re-
drawn in court.

COALITION TO MEET
The Virginia Redistricting Coalition

plans a series of Town Hall meetings to
discuss alternatives.

VIRGINIA INTERFAITH CENTER (VIC)
The VIC on public policy points out

that a nonpartisan commission results in
more efficient government. Practice has
shown that maps drawn by nonpartisan
commissions result in less litigation, free-
ing up court dockets and allowing legis-
lators to do their proper work.

The Center also points out that parti-
san gerrymandering frequently results in
gridlock, as representatives in “safe”
seats may feel that they owe loyalty to a
party as much as to constituents.

 Senator Saslaw’s office number is 703-
978-0200.

Judy Miller’s number is 703-548-5168.
 — Lois Kelso Hunt

Register online before Monday, Nov. 24
and save $5. Visit www.visitdelray.com/
turkeytrot. Online registrants also pay a $1
per registration processing fee. Alexandria
Turkey Trot T-shirts can be purchased online
for $10 each, for all ages, until Nov. 24.
Race-day t-shirt availability is limited, so
order yours in advance to be sure you’ll re-
ceive the desired size.

The race traditionally draws a number of
local dignitaries, elected officials and lots
of fun friends and neighbors. Bring the fam-
ily out for the exercise before the big feast.

 —Jen Walker

jen@jenwalker.com

Old Town
Old Town Alexandria has a very special

new resident. We have a new resident who
lives in Old Town Alexandria where he is
very happy. His world revolves around his
mother or at least who he thinks is his
mother, a beautiful boy from Thailand who
on a lovely day was walking along the
Potomac River in Old Town Alexandria.
What does he see, but a lovely creature fol-
lowing him and trying to get his attention
with his “quack quack.” Gently, the little boy
picked him up and it was love at first sight.
Pretty soon he was cuddled in his arm bask-
ing in the warmth of the sun. When he was
taken to the boy’s house he was treated to
a nice meal of Quaker oats, corn, and guess
what, spaghetti — he must have some Ital-
ian blood in him. Pretty soon he was ready
to sleep after all he had been looking for
his mother all afternoon. He was content
and tired. After a few quacks he suddenly
went silently to dreamland. The little boy
and his grandfather went to the Potomac
looking for his mother, but he was not in-
terested in finding her and they took him
back home. The next day he wandered in
the garden and made friends with a squir-
rel, no dialogue he just sat by his side and
enjoyed his silent company. The boy’s name
is Sarrin and he calls this creature Splinter.
Sarrin lives with his mother Irrin in his
grandfather’s house, who is also from Thai-
land in Old Town. The grandfather is an
artist who creates and repairs wonderful
works of art in his shop. Sarrin is the proud
“mother” of a little black duck.

— Suzanne Claire

Seminary Valley
Many of your neighbors went well beyond

the yard sign-level of involvement during
the recent elections. Patty Chamberlain
helped field calls about voter registration,
and told me it was a “fascinating, an ex-
tremely well-run, conscientious office, great
people, very detailed oriented, ethical, and
gave me great faith in our (Alexandria’s)
voting office.” Many of you, including Betsy
Lohmann, Kevin Curtin, Nancy Leary and
Ann Principato took on first-time and re-
prising roles at West End polling places.
Seminary Valley’s own Ginny Franco is
deputy registrar for the City of Alexandria
and I am sure is happy to see the last few
months come to an end.

On a micro-local level, the results of
November’s Brookville-Seminary Valley
Civic Association election are in. Congratu-
lations go to: President: Geoff Goodale, 1st
Vice President: Joe Grigg, 2nd Vice Presi-
dent: Jon Sargeant, Secretary: Judy Coo-
per, Membership Secretary: Christin Nolan,
Treasurer: Kristin Stone, Parliamentarian:
Marianne Hetzer, and Members-At-Large:
Caitlin Engelberg, Adam Firestone, Randy
Krause, and “Armi” Mack.

The family Holiday Party, sponsored by
the Civic Association, is set for Friday, Dec.
5 at 7 p.m. at Polk Elementary School. This
event, replete with music, crafts and a visit
from a certain holiday superstar, is a great
way to get your holiday mojo going. Con-
tact Christin Nolan at
christin.nolan@bsvca.net.

Ninth grade Girl Scouts Ayana Best and
Rebecca Woods earned the Silver Award,
the highest honor a Scout may receive at
that grade level. Scout leader Linda Kelly
reports that each girl completed several re-
quirements as well as a 30-hour project.
Ayana developed learning materials for Girl
Scout adult training, and Rebecca wrote a
book of soccer drills so coaches and players
can improve their skills.

Come out to see some local TC thespians
in Agatha Christie’s “And Then There Were
None,” running at 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 21 and
22. Zachary Frank, Brielle Welch, Andrew
Flack and Bianca Lipford (who student-di-
rects) are part of a great cast in an old-fash-
ioned, fast-paced murder mystery. Don’t
miss it!

If you have been following the Landmark/
Van Dorn Development plans, the Depart-
ment of Planning and Zoning’s Oct. 18 pre-
sentation makes for some interesting read-
ing. On page 9, the mall’s owner, General

Growth Properties, details the population
mix of households near the planning zone.
Read the report; are you “Young Digerati,”
“Bohemian Mix,” “Money and Brains,” “Ur-
ban Achievers” or “Movers and Shakers?”
Find the report at www.alexandria.gov/
planning/info/landmark-vandorn. The next
advisory council meeting on the project,
which is open to the public, is on Monday,
Dec. 1 at 6:30 p.m. at the Mall.

— Mia Jones
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