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‘Beige
Friday’

News, page 3

Recalling
Michael

Yuen
News, Page 3

Raising Funds
For Animals

News, page 3

 State Target
Sports, Page 13

‘Beige
Friday’

News, page 3

As Robert Rosin looks on, George Kaufmann melts down gold jewelry; the two men co-own Robert
Bernard Jewelers. Retailers in and around Potomac kicked off the holiday shopping season last
weekend with mixed results.
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News
Potomac Almanac Editor Steven Mauren

703-917-6431 or Potomacalmanac@hotmail.com

See www.potomacalmanac.com

See Shopping,  Page 4

See Fund-Raiser,  Page 4

W
hen he was training to run for
the Winston Churchill High
School cross country last sum-

mer Michael Yuen found two constant com-
panions. One was fellow incoming freshman
Sushen Thiyagarajan, with whom he ran
nearly every scorchingly hot day. The other
was the inspirational memory of legendary
American runner Steve Prefontaine.

“The Pre lives in me,” Yuen liked to say.
Similarly, Yuen will live on in those who

knew him after he died last week of a heart
condition, said Thiyagarajan.

“I’d say that if anyone had met him they
would always be connected and attached
with him in one way or another, all his
teachers, his friends, his family. He was
probably the only person I could call a per-
fect kid,” said Thiyagarajan.

Two weeks before he died on Monday,
Nov. 24 Yuen came down with strep throat.
He was absent from school and returned
later for three days, during which time he
was quieter than usual and something was
clearly not right, said Thiyagarajan. Soon
thereafter Yuen was admitted to a local
hospital. Two days before he died
Thiyagarajan went to visit the friend that
he had known since they played together
on a soccer team in fifth grade.

“It’s just so sad,” said Churchill PTA presi-
dent Karin Leszczynski. “Fourteen years
old.”

“Michael, he was really quiet, very intel-
ligent. He was really determined but on the
other hand he was really, really funny also,”
said Thiyagarajan. He was also a good
friend who ran back during cross country
practice with Thiyagarajan to help his friend
find his inhaler during an asthma attack.

“At first I didn’t even believe that it was
true. It was really hard for me to compre-
hend it and I still don’t think I have,”
Thiyagarajan said. “Everything happened
within two weeks, he was 100 percent fine
before that, there was absolutely nothing
wrong.”

Services were scheduled to be held for
Yuen Tuesday, Dec. 2 at Pumphrey’s Funeral
Home in Chevy Chase with a reception later
in the day at Geneva Presbyterian Church
on Seven Locks Road.

In lieu of flowers the Yuen family has
asked that donations be made to the
Michael Yuen Memorial Fund. Checks can
be mailed out to Matthew Yuen and mailed
to Matthew Yuen, 8519 Wilkesboro Lane,
Potomac, MD 20854.

— Aaron Stern

By Aaron Stern

The Almanac

A
s she waited for her daughter
to settle up at the cashier in
the Surrey Tack Shop on Sun
day, Nov. 30, Kathy Baffa out-

lined her precision approach to buying
holiday gifts this year.

“Maybe just some thoughtful things as
opposed to expensive things that maybe
they don’t want,” said Baffa of what she
would and would not be buying for rela-
tives and loved ones this year. “Not big
ticket items.”

The time for spending large sums of
money on holiday shopping, particularly
for gifts that might not even be wanted
by their recipients, is gone, said Baffa,
who was in town from South Carolina
over the holiday weekend visiting her
daughter, Susan Carr-Davis, of Potomac.

Such selective shopping techniques
combined with an eye towards bargain
hunting was the norm over the tradi-
tional Thanksgiving weekend kickoff to
holiday shopping, according to several
retail store owners around Potomac.

Many store owners headed into Black Fri-
day with drastically lowered expectations
for what is usually a shopping frenzy and
amidst such lowered expectations the out-
comes were somewhat relieving, if not ex-
actly encouraging or quite what they’ve
been in the past.

“I HAVEN’T DONE reports yet, I don’t
want to. I don’t want to look,” said Robin
Greger, the co-owner of B Scene, a women’s
fashion boutique in Cabin John Mall. “Black
Friday was not as crazy as it has been in

the past. There were fewer customers
that whole weekend … and definitely ev-
erybody was looking for a bargain.”

Shoppers found those bargains at B
Scene — various merchandise was
marked down over the weekend any-
where from 20 percent to 75 percent off
— and elsewhere. At Full Of Beans, a
children’s clothing and toy store in
Potomac Village all coats are on sale in-
definitely for 20 percent off, but that

By Sharon Allen Gilder

For The Almanac

T
im Dillingham brought more than
his expertise as a catering event
manager to the Friends of Mont-

gomery County Animals’ (FMCA) annual
luncheon fund-raiser held Nov. 21 in The
Bolger Center’s Benjamin Franklin Hall. He
was accompanied to work by his beloved
canine, Maggie, a nine and a half year old
West Highland Terrier. Dillingham is no
stranger to animals. He grew up on a dairy
farm in Ohio and since moving to the Wash-
ington area 12 years ago, has helped res-
cue dogs all over the re-
gion. He said, “I’ve always
been sympathetic to ani-
mals’ plights.”

Maggie was not only a
show stealer during the
fashion show component
of the luncheon, she was
among a cast of animal-

loving souls who gathered to support the
34-year-old Montgomery County non-
profit. The luncheon featured 11 boutiques,
a fashion show and a silent auction to raise
needed monies to help the animals.

FMCA has been a humane voice for dogs,
cats and horses since 1974. The group is
comprised solely of volunteers. Yearly mem-
bership dues are $30. Since the organiza-
tion has no shelter to consume funds and
relies on foster and adoptive families, 95
percent of all monies raised are earmarked
to assist four-footed friends.

BOARD PRESIDENT Claire Proffitt told
the gathering of 125 women and men, “In
these uncertain economic times, all chari-
ties fight an uphill battle to raise money.”
She urged federal employees to designate

FMCA as their charity of
choice during the Com-
bined Federal Campaign
National Capital Area’s
(CFCNCA) drive. FMCA’s
CFCNCA number is
44491.

Independent CAbi
(Carol Anderson by invi-
tation) consultant Charlie

Susan Carr-Davis takes her bag from Kaci Refshauge-Jones at the
Surrey Tack Shop on Sunday, Nov. 30. Sales were mixed at local retail
stores around Potomac the weekend after Thanksgiving, which tradi-
tionally kicks off the holiday shopping season.
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Discounted prices
drive traditional
post-Thanksgiving
shopping binge.

‘Beige Friday’ Kicks Off Season

Michael Yuen was a
cross country runner
and devoted
student and friend.

Churchill
Freshman
Dies

Friends host annual
luncheon fund-raiser.

Offering Humane Voice for the Animals

Tim Dillingham with Maggie

Wilson headlined the fashion show. She was
a guest at FMCA’s event last year and looked
forward to returning. Wilson joined the
chorus of other attendees with her love of
animals. She has a 12-year-old chocolate,

“With animals, just
like people, there’s
a great need …”

— Former State Sen.
Jean Roesser
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News

From Page 3

didn’t exactly bring shoppers in droves,
said store owner Barbara Cohn.

“We had ‘Beige Friday,’” said Cohn of what
she deemed mixed results. Sales were down
this year, though she wasn’t sure yet by how
much, and having gone into the weekend
with minimal hopes it could have been
worse. Sales were actually better the day
before Thanksgiving than the day after at
the store as shoppers tried to beat crowds
that ultimately weren’t as massive as they
were in better economic times, said Mary-
Helen Dickinson, a store clerk.

CONSUMERS MAY be more anxious to
go on shopping sprees as the economy con-
tinues its slide in the wake of this fall’s
troubles on Wall Street compounding what
was already a hard year for small busi-
nesses. The spike in oil prices that peaked
earlier this year drove costs up over the last
two years, but just because the cost of gas
has dropped back down to earth doesn’t
mean that suppliers have passed that sav-
ings back to stores.

“They’re not going to lower their prices,”
said Jarunee Chantraparnik, the owner of
Toys Unique in Potomac Village. Throw in
steadily high rents and utilities and add the
trepidation of the average consumer, and

the recipe for angst among re-
tailers is complete.

“I think everybody is con-
cerned and everybody should
be concerned,” said
Chantraparnik.

Luxury items are the first
things to go when consum-
ers start paring down their
budgets, as Robert Rosin
and George Kaufmann of
Robert Bernard Jewelers
in Potomac Woods Plaza
on Seven Locks Road
know.

When the two men opened up shop
four years ago they did brisk business their
first year, but the last year hasn’t been quite
as good. With the economy already falter-
ing, the Freshgo supermarket a few doors
down closed in the spring, and with it went
the daily foot traffic of shoppers that walked
past their store to buy their groceries.

“Between that and the economy, we kind
of took a double hit,” said Kaufmann. The
two men have established themselves in the
community as a quality, neighborhood store,
and they said that has enabled them to do
more or less the same business as the same
time a year ago, though their recent fall sale
wasn’t quite as successful as last year’s,

Rosin said.
One aspect of business that

is up is the gold exchange,
where people can bring in old,
broken, or unwanted jewelry

and have it melted down. They can then
either have it remade into new jewelry or
they can receive its cash value, the option
the majority of people choose, said
Kaufmann. That business is up around 50
percent this year, they said. That works out
well for both parties, as gold typically in-
creases in value during hard economic
times.

“We can buy it today, [melt it], sell it, and
make some cash as the middle man,” said
Rosin.

THE DECLINE in demand for luxury goods
also affects those whose livelihoods depend

on horses. Horse owners are obliged to con-
tinue to feed and care for their horses —
unless they choose to give them up — but
many of those who might have considered
signing their children up for riding lessons
no longer are, said Lyne Morgan, the owner
of the Surrey. That hurts riding schools al-
most as much as it does stores like Morgan’s,
who would otherwise sell such beginning
riders their hats, boots and britches.

That said, Morgan made out better this
weekend than she had expected — and bet-
ter than she did last year, by nearly 30 per-
cent. That was due largely to her 20 per-
cent-off sale on Black Friday, she said, but
where things go from here is hard for her
or any other store owner to know.

“That’s the problem with this year: we
can’t predict,” said Morgan. “Most retailers
depend on this holiday season for their [an-
nual sales lull] in January, February, March.
Not knowing how that’s going to shape up
is the thing you worry about the most.”

The uncertain forecast for the holiday
season means that stores will be taking a
cautious approach to the new year, said
Greger.

“Tough times,” said Greger. “I think it’s
just we have to probably buy less and do
more promotions. So the profit margins are
definitely lower.”

standard Poodle named, Gabriel. “I met
so many wonderful people last year and re-
newed old acquaintances. And, I’m one of
the few people in Potomac that love deer.
They’re so sweet. But, I do have a six-foot
brick wall around my yard.”

Potomac resident, Cissy Grant joined
daughters, Lyne Morgan and Gaines Hurdle
at The Surrey’s boutique. The Potomac land-
mark known for its fine saddlery and tack,
displayed a treasure trove of fun and fine
gifts for all seasons and reasons. Grant, who
is usually on the other side of the pen said,
“You’re talking to a dog fanatic. I grew up
with Dalmatians. They’re fun and playful.”
She added, “When you see spots before your
eyes, you know they’re real. It’s a Dalma-
tian.”

FORMER STATE Sen. Jean Roesser, who
in the past has served as an FMCA model,
said she supports the group, “Because it’s
such a worthy organization, especially now.
With animals, just like people, there’s a
great need and Friends makes a tremendous
contribution to the community in caring for
and finding homes for the animals that we
all love.”

Potomac muralist Sandy Klingenberg, also
noted for her detailed house portraits, has
three Persian cats she adopted through
Friends. She said, “I love Persian cats and
Claire directs me to them.” Klingenberg
shared the story of her rescue cat named
“Boo” who had been a breeder’s cat for eight
years. Boo had been kept in a cage and
never saw daylight. “When I got her, I
thought she had cataracts because of her

reaction to light.” Boo enjoyed 11 years in
Klingenberg’s household until she died in
2007 at the age of 19.

Sara Lee Greenhalgh reminisced about
her history with The Bolger Center’s prop-
erty. She revisited horseback riding in the
‘60s and ‘70s when the land was owned by
the Sisters of Mercy. “A caretaker came af-
ter us on a tractor. He didn’t want us riding
through the fields. We rode on the periph-
ery of the fields, around the edges. It was
kind of like cops and robbers. We’d just gal-
lop away from him.”  Greenhalgh was on
the board of Montgomery County’s Humane
Society from 1966-1970 where she assisted
in the rescue of a herd of five abandoned
Shetland ponies. She said, “I’ve been a
member of FMCA forever. I’ve taken care of
animals my whole life.” She lost her last

horse five years ago to old age and now
provides food, lodging and nurturing to one
indoor cat and two feral cats in an outbuild-
ing on her property. As Greenhalgh noted,
“The cats just come.”

Janet Woolschlager, who donated a doll
house cottage for the silent auction, drew
inspiration from a quote by Victor Hugo,
“As the purse is emptied, the heart is filled.”
Woolschlager said, “Creating whimsical doll
houses fills me with so much joy knowing
that our furry friends will benefit from the
donation.”

PROFFITT TOLD the gathering of animal
lovers, “Again this year, FMCA has chipped
away at one of its primary goals, the reduc-
tion of animal overpopulation. FMCA’s Fix-
It Fund has supported 83 Trap/Spay-Neu-

ter/Release cases. Although adoptions for
all humane groups are down, FMCA has
placed 175 cats and kittens and four dogs
have received veterinary care, including
Sandy, the service dog featured in our lat-
est newsletter. Thirty cats owned by indi-
viduals or families facing economic hard
times have been spayed-neutered or re-
ceived veterinary care through FMCA.”

FMCA member and horsewoman, Beth
Garagusi characterized the upbeat mood
voiced by fellow members and guests. “I
look forward to this every year. It’s like an
actual whole day of everything here in one
place, eating, shopping, friends and ani-
mals. All I need to do is ride my horse here
and I’d have all my favorite things.”

For more information visit:
www.friendsofmontgomerycountyanimals.com.

Friends Host Annual Luncheon Fund-Raiser

The Friends of Montgomery County Animals’ models in CAbi fashions are, from left, Lori Viers, Charlie Wil-
son, Susan Cameron, Deneen Wilson, Edee Perry, Deb McDonald, Laura Salisbury, Linda Sillin, Melanie Will-
iams, Adrianne Tavakolian and Ellie Brown.
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Discounted Prices Drive Post-Thanksgiving Shopping
Signs announcing
sales, like this one
at Full Of Beans, are
ubiquitous this year
as retailers brace for
a holiday shopping
season they fear
could be meager
compared to those of
years passed.
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will work during a power failurewill work during a power failure

Fall Gas Insert Sale - Ready for Immediate Installation!
To submit an item for the Civic Calen-

dar, e-mail almanac@
connectionnewspapers.com or fax the sub-
mission to 703-917-0991. Deadline is
Thursday at noon two weeks prior to the
event. For questions, call 703-917-6451.

THURSDAY/DEC. 4
Pain Support Group. The Pain

Connection Chronic Pain Support
Group will meet Dec. 4, 1:30-3 p.m.
at the Davis Library, 6400 Democracy
Blvd., Bethesda. Anyone with chronic
pain, family members and interested
community residents are welcome.
Bring your ice/heat packs, pillows
and mats. Call 301-309-2444 or visit
www.pain-connection.org.

MONDAY/DEC. 8
Meeting. The Montgomery County Civic

Federation will meet 7:45-10 p.m. on
Monday, Dec. 8 at the County
Council Office Building, 100
Maryland Ave., Rockville. Hear a talk
on the “County Growth Policy.” Free.
Visit www.montgomerycivic.org for
more.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 10
Talk. 7 p.m., Harold Gans will talk about

“Mystery of the Bible Codes:
Scientific Research on the Discovery
of the Hidden Codes in the Torah.”
$18/lecture. Registration required,
dawn@jewishroc.org or 301-468-
3881. Takes place at JewishROC,
11304 Old Georgetown Road,
Rockville. Visit www.jewishroc.org
for more.

MONDAY/DEC. 22
Blood Drive. Beth Sholom

Congregation and Talmud Torah,

11825 Seven Locks Road, Potomac, is
sponsoring a blood drive with INOVA
from 3-8 p.m. Call 301-279-7010 or
email office@bethsholom.org to
schedule a donation.

ONGOING
 Montgomery County has launched a

new Web site feature called “My
Montgomery,” which helps residents
locate a variety of County facilities
and services. “My Montgomery” can
be found at
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/
mymontgomery and visitors to the
site need only type in their address
and zip code.

Bulletin Board

Winston Churchill High School ninth
grader, Eric Lee, placed first for his
division in the annual Final Frontier
countywide competition in the Shuttle
Arm event. Eric solely created the light-
est shuttle arm device that successfully
lifted a weight from the greatest dis-
tance while meeting specific
space-related, engineering and science
challenges for his division.

Churchill students that placed in the
Final Frontiers competition as part of a
team effort are the following: Trisha
Avasthi and Hanna Walston were
part of the team that won 1st place at
the Mystery Event. Derek Gritz, Sam
Gross and Alex Paraloglou were on
the team that placed 2nd in the Bridge
Event. Georges Hermes, William
Weston-Dawkes and Justin Gura
were on the team that won 3rd place at
the Satellite Snatch Event. Daiki
Okazaki and Derek Gritz were on the
team that won 3rd place at the Newton’s
Nightmare Event.

School Notes
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Opinion

62,000 Jobs and 15,000 Housing Units
By Carol Van Dam Falk

WMCCA President

T
hat’s a lot of cars and people,
and they’re coming to a neigh-
borhood near you. As part of the
Master Plan for what is called

“Gaithersburg West,” major development is
planned in Gaithersburg on several hundred
acres on the northeast side of Route 28 at
the junction of Muddy Branch Road on the
Belward Farm — areas not currently within
the City of Gaithersburg. What affects Shady
Grove Road, Muddy Branch Road, Quince
Orchard Road, Darnestown Road, and
Travilah Road affects the Potomac Subre-
gion. The amount of additional traffic gen-
erated by this mixed-use development on
our local roadways will be devastating with-
out transit.

At our last general meeting Council-
woman Nancy Floreen said that it would
be foolish to build such a massive develop-
ment without transit, yet it has happened
before — with Traville, with the King Farm,
and with the Shady Grove Life Science Cen-
ter. The Corridor Cities Transitway is prom-
ised, but transit promised and not delivered
could very well happen again. We need to
make sure that, this time, public transit is
an integral, non-negotiable part of the plan
from day one. Without transit, this project

should not be allowed to move forward.
Transportation is just one of the issues

raised by this huge proposed development
— already there are concerns about its ul-
tra-high density, building height, placement
of tall buildings, and green buffers. Unfor-
tunately, there is no Citizens Advisory Group
as part of the Gaithersburg West Master Plan
as there was with Park and Planning’s
Potomac Master Plan process. However, an
informal citizens group has formed to ad-
vocate for more limited growth and more
responsiveness to existing communities.
Questions? Contact Diana Conway,
dconway@erols.com, or Pam Lindstrom,
pamela.lindstrom@gmail.com or contact
Lead Planner Nancy Sturgeon at Park and
Planning, 301-495-1308 or
nancy.sturgeon@mncppc-mc.org.

PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT

By George Barnes

City of Gaithersburg Annexation Plans:
The City of Gaithersburg has identified par-
cels of land outside its boundaries for pos-
sible future annexation because the city
does not have enough land to accomplish
future development goals. No reference is
made to the fact that development outside
the city’s boundaries is regulated by the
Potomac Master Plan that covers Potomac,
North Potomac, and Darnestown. The three

associations in the Potomac Subregion will
be writing a joint letter to the City of
Gaithersburg.

Tennis Bubble, Oaklyn Drive: The Board
of Appeals has scheduled a hearing on the
tennis bubble application filed by Potomac
Swim and Recreation Association, Inc. for
Jan. 9, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. WMCCA will tes-
tify in opposition. Individuals may testify
on their own behalf without prior notice,
but groups and organizations and individu-
als represented by counsel must file two
copies of their statement 10 days before the
scheduled hearing date. The Montgomery

County Planning Board will hold a hearing
prior to the Board of Appeals hearing. As of
this writing that hearing is not yet sched-
uled. The applicant’s submission may be
examined at the Board of Appeals’ office
located in the Stella B. Werner Council Of-
fice Building, 100 Maryland Ave., Room
217, Rockville.

OPPOSING THE ICC

By Diana Conway

The state’s own study shows Intercounty
Connector (ICC) will not relieve traffic on
495, 270, 95 — the new road will induce
more new driving than its relief can match.
We can expect 700,000,000 more miles of
new driving per year because of the thou-
sands of acres of associated “dumb growth,”
car-centric sprawl. And we in the Potomac
area fear that the ICC points to this six-to-
eight-lane toll-road plowing right through
our residential area, for a ninth Potomac
River crossing. The WMCCA Board is meet-
ing with elected officials, asking them to
reconsider their support for this increasingly
expensive road in light of our economic cri-
sis. The ICC will cost over $4 billion, not
the $2.4 billion promised in 2004. By stop-
ping now, the state could save over $3.5
billion and redirect much of that funding
to other projects including intersection im-
provements and transit projects.

WMCCA Meeting
The next meeting of the West Montgom-

ery County Citizens Association will be
Wednesday, Dec. 10, at 8 p.m. at the
Potomac Library. If schools are closed be-
cause of inclement weather, the meeting will
be cancelled. Guest speaker will be Diane
Cameron , coordinator, Montgomery County
Stormwater Partners Network

and conservation program director for
Audubon Naturalist Society. Cameron will
discuss how strong environmental regula-
tions can strengthen regional economies and
create new jobs, with an emphasis on water
and stormwater jobs and enterprises such as
green roofs, environmental site design, and
sustainable landscaping; all growing out of
full implementation of the county’s
stormwater permit. The public is welcome to
attend.

See full WMCCA newsletter at
www.potomacalmanac.com
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Be one of the first to try...

A hearing device like no other.

POTOMAC SENIORS VILLAGE

  A Residential
Assisted Living Community offers

Respite Care for the Holidays

Potomac Seniors Village is nestled on lush green 6.7
acres of a Potomac estate - just steps away from the
shops and cafes of Potomac “Village.” Our
compassionate and certified staff caters to each
resident’s unique needs in a gracious country-home
setting that is safe and secure.

At Potomac Seniors Village, we provide respite care
for as little as few days or as long as a few months.
Many people choose respite care for their elderly
family member when preparing for a scheduled
vacation, a business trip, or simply because they
need time off from the demands of care giving.

10501 Burbank Dr., Potomac, MD
301-299-1670

Our Community Provides:
24-hour supervision
Transportation & Escort Service
Medication Management

Respite Care Program
Memory Care
Activities Program

Giant

Falls Rd.
Safeway Walgreen

Burbank D
r.

R
iver R

d
.�

A
 woman drove her car into an exterior wall
of the Potomac Community Center on
Wednesday, Nov. 26 after
losing control of her vehicle

while in the roundabout in front of the
building. The woman was transported
to a local hospital but was believed not
to have sustained any significant inju-
ries.

“Everybody’s OK, that’s the impor-
tant part,” said Robin Riley, a division
chief of the Montgomery County Rec-
reation Department. The car struck the
exterior wall of the community center’s
weight room, dislodging a mirror and
unsettling several concrete bricks. One
person who was working out in the
room at the time was unhurt, said
Riley, and the room was shut down for
several hours while a building inspec-
tor assessed the damage before reopen-
ing later in the afternoon.

“She was in a hurry, rushing to get
through class, went around the circle,
pulling up to park, hit the gas, not the
brake, went up over curb, and dinged
the building,” said Riley.

A similar incident occurred two years
ago, though in that case the car broke
through the wall causing significantly
more damage.

— Aaron Stern

Potomac Community
Center struck by car for
second time in two years.

Twice Struck

Security tape
cordons off the

area of the
Potomac Commu-

nity Center weight
room (above)

where a car struck
the outside (at

right) on the morn-
ing of Wednesday,

Nov. 26. No one
was injured. The
accident slightly
dislodged some

cinder blocks.

News
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Potomac Village Deli Catering

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner Catering

301•299•5770
www.potomacvillagedeli.com

Home of
Your Holiday

Catering Headquarters

Serving the
Community

for over
35 Years

See This Week,  Page 12

Pattronienne “Patti” M. Neal
died Sunday, Nov. 9, 2008, in her
home in Potomac, of apparent
heart failure.

She is survived by her daughter,
Angelique Ann Atkins, of Falls
Church, Va.; son, Craig Starbuck
Atkins III, his wife, Jamie, and
their two sons Wyatt and Parker,
of Newport Beach, Calif.; daugh-
ter-in-law Dianne Atkins, widow
of Guy S. Atkins, and their son

Bryan Atkins, of Silver Spring; sis-
ter Eileen Carter and her husband
George R. Carter, of Sarasota, Fla.,
and their sons Rex and Bruce; and
her sister-in-law Connie Atkins, of
Potomac.

She was born June 22, 1930.
She studied at George Washington
University and the Corcoran
School of Art. She was married to
Craig S. Atkins II of Potomac, and
later, Jack Neal of Middleburg, Va.

Pattronienne M. Neal

Obituary

For 40 years she worked for the
Lincoln National Financial, retir-
ing in 2006. She was active in
community projects, local politics,
the Potomac Garden Club, St.
Francis Episcopal Church and
Kappa AlphaTheta sorority alumni
activities.

A service was held Friday, Nov.
14, at St. Francis Episcopal Church
in Potomac, with burial at
Parklawn Memorial in Rockville.

Winston Churchill High School
will perform “Beauty and the
Beast” next month, and select per-
formances will feature Mrs. Potts’
Tea Parties beforehand, part of the
school’s ongoing efforts to raise
$90,000 to send its play “Rent:
School Edition” to the Edinburgh,
Scotland, Fringe Festival next sum-
mer.

Tea parties, aimed specifically at
young princesses and princes, ages
kindergarten through third grade,
will cost $35 in advance and $40

at the door. Price includes a re-
served seat to the show. The tea
parties will take place on Dec. 6
from noon to 2 p.m. — the show
follows at 2:30 — and Dec. 13
from 5 to 7 p.m. —show follows
at 7:30 p.m. Children must be ac-
companied by a ticketed adult;
small groups chaperoned by a
single adult are welcome. To pur-
chase tickets or obtain more infor-
mation, visit www.wchsdrama.org

This Week in Potomac
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LET’S TALK
Real Estate

by
Michael Matese

For professional advice on all
aspects of buying and selling
real estate, call:

MICHAEL MATESE
Washington Fine

Properties
301-806-6829

Michael.Matese@wfp.com

A MATTER  OF
CHEMISTRY

Finding a good Realtor
whom you like and trust is
the first step in locating your
new home in Potomac.

You will be working closely
with whomever you choose.
Don’t just choose the first
Realtor you happen to meet.
Take time to interview  vari-
ous candidates at both large
and small offices. Find the
professional with the
approach and plan that works
best for you. Most impor-
tantly, be sure to pick the per-
son who makes you feel
comfortable.

It is really a matter of
chemistry! When you have
established a good working
relationship with a knowl-
edgeable Realtor with whom
you feel comfortable, the
agent will show you homes
that meet you needs. Often
he or she will show you prop-
erties that have just been
placed on the market.

Choosing a Realtor who
will represent your best inter-
ests in any real estate trans-
action is an important deci-
sion. Remember that is going
to be a “team” effort, and
that is the feeling you should
look for when interviewing
the various candidates.

ALL SEASONS RESORT

❆ 34 Challenging Trails ❆ Snow-Tubing Park
❆ Lessons Available

❆ Mountain Condo/Ski Packages
❆ Indoor Pools ❆ Hot Tubs~Sauna

❆ Restaurants/Bars Located
on the Mountain

Adventure Awaits!

814-239-5111 ❆ www.blueknob.com

Military Appreciation Week January 5–11
All active, reserve & retired personnel (with proper ID)
receive 50% OFF lodging, sking, rentals & more.

Blue Knob is located just North of Bedford, Pa., less than 3 hours from D.C.

ALL SEASONS RESORT

$5.00 OFF
Any Lift Ticket!

With coupon. One coupon per customer.
Not valid with other offers.

SUPER TUESDAYS ❆ ANY TICKET $20

CN

Potomac Theatre Company

Presents

by
Leslie Bricusse

Based on
“A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens

Family Fun!

Directed by Ron Sarro  •  Music Director, Ian Stuart
Choreographer, Trish Baker  •  Producer, Barry Hoffman

FEATURING A LIVE ORCHESTRA

FOR RESERVATIONS: Leave a message at 301 299-8571

TICKETS: Adults $20; Seniors & Kids: $18
  20% OFF FOR GROUPS OF

10 OR MORE PRE-PAID

The Bullis School, Blair Family Center for the Arts,
10601 Falls Road, Potomac, MD 20854

November 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30,
December 5, 6, & 7
Fridays & Saturdays at 8, Sundays at 2

See Calendar,  Page 11

Calendar

To have community events listed free in
The Potomac Almanac, send e-mail to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos and artwork
encouraged. Unless otherwise noted, all
events are in Potomac. For more informa-
tion, call 703-917-6407.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 3
 Afternoon Tea. Pianist Rosalind

Breslow is performing at 1 p.m. at
the Mansion at Strathmore, 10701
Rockville Pike, North Bethesda.
Prepaid reservations required; $21
plus tax. Call 301-581-5108.

Artist in Residence. Jennifer Cutting,
artist in residence at Strathmore, is
playing at 7:30 p.m. in the Mansion
at Strathmore, 10701 Rockville Pike,
North Bethesda. Tickets: $15; call
301-581-5100.

Golden Boys. Dick Fox’s Golden Boys
starring Frankie Avalon, Fabian and
Bobby Rydell is performing at the
Music Center at Strathmore, 5301
Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda,
6:30 p.m. Tickets: $38-127. Call 301-
581-5100.

THURSDAY/DEC. 4
Music Club. The Friday Morning Music

club is performing at 11 a.m. in the
Mansion at Strathmore, 10701
Rockville Pike, North Bethesda. Free;
no tickets required. Call 301-581-
5100.

FRIDAY/DEC. 5
Holiday Time. Decorate a holiday

treasure box, decorate a winter
wreath and enjoy story time with
Perfect Parties by Terrye at the Cabin
John Mall Atrium, 11325 Seven
Locks Road, Potomac, 9:30 a.m.

Geology Hike. Join National Park
Service Volunteers for a geology hike
of the Billy Goat Trail from 12:30-
4:30 p.m. Visit www.nps.gov/choh/.

Baltimore Symphony Orchestra.
The Orchestra performs “Too Hot to
Handel: The Gospel Messiah” at 8
p.m. at the Music Center at
Strathmore, 5301 Tuckerman Lane,
North Bethesda. Visit
www.BSOmusic.org for tickets.

Contra Dance. The Friday Night
Dancers presents traditional
American dancing including contra
dances, square dances, and waltzes
at the Spanish Ballroom in Glen Echo
Park. Contra dance lesson from 7:30-
8:15 p.m., dance from 8:30-11:30
p.m. to live music. $9/person. E-mail
fndcontra@yahoo.com.

SATURDAY/DEC. 6
 Musical Tea. Enjoy complimentary

tea and sweets in addition to free

performances by the Levine School of
Music’s faculty-artists and students at
the Music Center at Strathmore, 5301
Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda at
11 a.m. Free; reservations required.
Call 202-686-8000, ext. 1068.

Greeting Cards. A workshop on how
to make Victorian-era holiday
greeting cards will be held at Clara
Barton National Historic Site in Glen
Echo, 5801 Oxford Road at 11:30
a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m.
Reservations required; call 301-320-
1410.

Specialty Tea. Harpist Carolyn
Kemper is performing holiday music
at 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. at the
Mansion at Strathmore, 10701
Rockville Pike, North Bethesda. Tea
menu and holiday story telling for
children. Prepaid reservations
required; $21 plus tax. Call 301-581-
5108.

National Philharmonic. The National
Philharmonic Orchestra is performing
“Choral Masterworks: Handel’s
Messiah” at the Music Center at
Strathmore, 5301 Tuckerman Lane,
North Bethesda, 8 p.m. Tickets from
$29; children 7-17 free. Call 301-
581-5100.

Swing Dance. Enjoy a swing dance at
the Spanish Ballroom in Glen Echo
Park. Beginner Swing lesson from 8-9
p.m. and dance from 9 p.m.- 12 a.m.
to live music. $12/person. Call 301-
340-9732.

Waltz Dance. Enjoy a waltz dance at
the Spanish Ballroom in Glen Echo
Park. Beginner Waltz lesson from 3-
3:30 p.m. and dance from 3:30-6
p.m. to live music. $8/person. Call
Joan Koury at 202-238-0230 or visit
www.WaltzTimeDances.org.

Climb Wall Weekend. Scale a
climbing wall at Discovery Creek
Children’s Museumin Glen Echo Park
from 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Free for
members and children under 2; $5/
non-members. Wall is located in the
old stables building, near the Park
entrance. Call 202-488-0627 or visit
www.discoverycreek.org.

SUNDAY/DEC. 7
Greeting Cards. A workshop on how

to make Victorian-era holiday
greeting cards will be held at Clara
Barton National Historic Site in Glen
Echo, 5801 Oxford Road at 11:30
a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m.
Reservations required; call 301-320-
1410.

Holiday Craft Show. The Friends of
the Clara Barton Community Center
is sponsoring a free Holiday Craft
Show at the center, 7425 MacArthur
Blvd., Cabin John, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.,
featuring artists and crafters from the
community. Call the Center at 301-
229-0010.
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Washington Hebrew Congregation
Sisterhood’s

2008
HOLIDAY

BOUTIQUE
& SILENT AUCTION

(Silent Auction ends 6:00pm Mon.)

Julia Bindeman Suburban Center
11810 Falls Rd, Potomac, MD

Sunday, Dec. 7  9:00 am - 6:00 pm

Monday, Dec. 8  9:00 am - 7:00 pm

Tuesday, Dec. 9 9:00 am - 6:00 pm

OVER 50 FABULOUS VENDORS!

CONVENIENT CAFÉ!

For information, call 301-279-7579

Seeking art-
work, photog-
raphy, poetry,
opinions,
short stories
and reflec-
tions from
local students.

 E-mail to:
PhotoP@con
nectionnews
papers.com,
or mail or
deliver contri-
butions by
Dec. 5, to
7913 West-
park Dr.,
McLean, VA
22102. Please
be sure to
include the
student’s
name, age,
grade, school
and town of
residence
along with
each submis-
sion. For infor-
mation, call
703-917-6444.

Be a Part
of

CHILDREN’S
(& TEENS’)
ALMANAC

To have a theater announcement in the
Potomac Almanac, e-mail it to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.
Pictures encouraged. For questions, call
Rebecca Halik at 703-917-6407.

The Potomac Theatre Company pre-
sents “Scrooge,” based on “A
Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens
Dec. 5, 6 and 7 at the Bullis School
Blair Family Center for the Arts, 10601
Falls Road, Potomac. Tickets: $20/
adults; $18/seniors and children. Leave
a message at 301-299-8571for reserva-
tions.

“The Nutcracker”  is running
through Dec. 31 at the Adventure
Theatre in Glen Echo Park. Perfor-
mances on Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays at 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. and
Saturdays and Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
and 1 p.m. Special shows on Nov. 28
and Dec. 26-31 at 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Tickets: $10. Call 301-320-6668 or visit
www.thepuppetco.org.

The Wootton High School Center
for the Arts, 2100 Wootton Parkway,
Rockville, presents the musical
“Grease” Dec. 4, 5 and 6 at 7:30 p.m.
and Dec. 7 at 2 p.m. Reserved tickets
$12; general admission $8 and can be
purchased at the Wootton Box Office
Dec. 1-3, 3-6 p.m. and two hours before
show times on performance days. Visit
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
schools/woottonhs/academics/art/
GreaseOrder.pdf. Tickets may be pur-
chased online at www.fieldhouse.com/
woottondrama.

Winston Churchill High School will

perform Walt Disney’s classic, “Beauty
and the Beast,” set for Dec. 5, 6, 7,
12, and 13. The Bish Auditorium at
Winston Churchill High School is lo-
cated at 11300 Gainsborough Road.
Tickets for the show cost $12 or $10,
depending on seat location, and may be
purchased on-line at
www.seatyourself.biz/Churchill

“Frosty the Snowman” will be
playing at the Adventure Theatre in
Glen Echo Park Dec. 5- Jan. 4. Call the
box office at 301-634-2270 for show
times and tickets.

The Puppet Co. presents “Tiny Tot
Tuesdays,” a program designed for ages
0 - 4. The shows are shorter, the lights
stay on, the doors stay open and the
show is set up on the floor. Perfor-
mances on two Tuesdays each month at
10 and 11:30 a.m. The Dec. 9 show is
“Nutcracker Fantasy.” Tickets: $5. Call
301-320-6668 or visit
www.thepuppetco.org.

Imagination Stage is holding a
student production of “Working,” fea-
turing the senior class of the Musical
Theatre Conservatory Program at Imagi-
nation Stage. The show runs Dec. 12
and 13 at 7:30 p.m. and Dec. 14 at 6
p.m. $10/person. Call 301-280-1660 or
visit www.imaginationstage.org for tick-
ets.

“The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe” will be performed at the
Roundhouse Theatre in Silver Spring,
Dec. 15-20 at 7 p.m. and Dec. 21 at
11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Call the box of-
fice at 301-634-2270.

“Miss Nelson is Missing!,” a
musical-comedy, will be running at the
Imagination Stage, 4908 Auburn
Ave., Bethesda, through Jan. 4 at
12:30 and 3:30 p.m. on Saturdays and
Sundays. Recommended for ages 4 and
up. Call the box office at 301-280-1660
or visit www.ImaginationStage.org.

“Zomo the Rabbit: A Hip-Hop
Creation Myth,” a contemporary,
high-energy take on an African tale will
be running at the Imagination Stage,
4908 Auburn Ave., Bethesda, Jan. 24-
March 8, 2009 at 12:30 and 3:30 p.m.
on Saturdays and Sundays. Recom-
mended for ages 4 and up. Call the box
office at 301-280-1660 or visit
www.ImaginationStage.org.

 “Heidi,” a musical re-telling of the
classic Victorian-era book, will be run-
ning at the Imagination Stage, 4908
Auburn Ave., Bethesda, April 4- May
4, 2009 at 12:30 and 3:30 p.m. on
Saturdays and Sundays. Recommended
for ages 5 and up. Call the box office at
301-280-1660 or visit
www.ImaginationStage.org for tickets
or information.

Adventure Theatre continues its
literary series with seven popular
children’s book adaptations. Experience
the journey from reading the books at
home to seeing the plays unfold before
your eyes. Book Club performances are
always on Sundays at 1:30 p.m. at
the theatre in Glen Echo Park. Recom-
mended for children ages 4 and up.
$10/family. Call 301-634-2270 or visit
www.adventuretheatre.org for more
information.

Theater
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National Philharmonic. The National
Philharmonic Orchestra is performing
“Choral Masterworks: Handel’s
Messiah” at the Music Center at
Strathmore, 5301 Tuckerman Lane,
North Bethesda, 3 p.m. Tickets from
$29; children 7-17 free. Call 301-
581-5100.

Family Sing. Bring family and friends
to explore the joy of singing in
harmony at the Music Center at
Strathmore, Education Center room
402, 5301 Tuckerman Lane, North
Bethesda, 4-5:30 p.m. Recommended
for ages 6 and up. Tickets: $7; call
301-581-5100.

Contra and Square Dance. The
Folklore Society of Greater
Washington presents traditional
American dancing including contra
dances, square dances, and waltzes
at the Spanish Ballroom in Glen Echo
Park. Dance lesson from 7-7:30 p.m.,
dance from 7:30-10:30 p.m. to live
music. $12/non-members, $9/FSGW
members.

Critiques and Coffee. Bring photos to
a morning critique led by a
Photoworks faculty member to the
Photoworks studio in Glen Echo Park
from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Call 301-229-
7930 or visit
www.glenechophotoworks.org.

Climb Wall Weekend. Scale a
climbing wall at Discovery Creek
Children’s Museumin Glen Echo Park
from 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Free for
members and children under 2; $5/
non-members. Wall is located in the
old stables building, near the Park
entrance. Call 202-488-0627 or visit
www.discoverycreek.org.

MONDAY/DEC. 8
 Afternoon Tea. Pianist Meg Baker is

performing at 1 p.m. at the Mansion
at Strathmore, 10701 Rockville Pike,
North Bethesda. Prepaid reservations
required; $21 plus tax. Call 301-581-
5108.

The Beach Boys. The Beach Boys
perform at 7:30 p.m. in the Music
Center at Strathmore, 5301
Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda.
Tickets: $35-102; call 301-581-5100.

TUESDAY/DEC. 9
 Afternoon Tea. Pianist John

Dassoulas is performing at 1 p.m. at
the Mansion at Strathmore, 10701
Rockville Pike, North Bethesda.
Prepaid reservations required; $21
plus tax. Call 301-581-5108.

Rockapella Holiday. The five-man a
capella ensemble performs at 8 p.m.
in the Music Center at Strathmore,
5301 Tuckerman Lane, North
Bethesda. Tickets: $21-55; call 301-
581-5100.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 10
 Afternoon Tea. Flutist Susan Bour

and pianist Phil Bour are performing
at 1 p.m. at the Mansion at
Strathmore, 10701 Rockville Pike,
North Bethesda. Prepaid reservations
required; $21 plus tax. Call 301-581-
5108.

After Hours. Jazz vocalist Sarah Jones
performs at 7:30 p.m. in the Mansion
at Strathmore, 10701 Rockville Pike,
North Bethesda. Tickets: $15; call
301-581-5100.

FRIDAY/DEC. 12
 Home Tours. Guided tours showing

the history and personal stories of
the Mansion at Strathmore, 10701
Rockville Pike, North Bethesda, 11
a.m.-3 p.m. Free. Call 301-581-5100.

Gospel Choir. The Soweto Gospel
Choir performs at 8 p.m. in the Music
Center at Strathmore, 5301
Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda.
Tickets: $25-48; call 301-581-5100.

Contra Dance. The Friday Night
Dancers presents traditional
American dancing including contra
dances, square dances, and waltzes
at the Spanish Ballroom in Glen Echo
Park. Contra dance lesson from 7:30-
8:15 p.m., dance from 8:30-11:30
p.m. to live music. $9/person. E-mail
fndcontra@yahoo.com.

SATURDAY/DEC. 13
Geology Hike. Join National Park

Service Volunteers for a geology hike
of the Billy Goat Trail from 1-3 p.m.
Visit www.nps.gov/choh/.

Children’s Tour. Children ages 5 and
older, accompanied by an adult, go
on a guided tour and do an art
activity from 10:15 a.m.- 12:15 p.m.
in the Mansion at Strathmore, 10701
Rockville Pike, North Bethesda.
Reservations required; call 301-581-
5100.

Swing Dance. Enjoy a swing dance at
the Spanish Ballroom in Glen Echo
Park. Beginner Swing lesson from 8-9
p.m. and dance from 9 p.m.- 12 a.m.
to live music. $15/person. Call 301-
340-9732.

The Nutcracker. The Puppet Co. will
perform “The Nutcracker” at 6 p.m.
at the Puppet Co. in Glen Echo Park.
Tickets: $25 (children under 2 free).

Winter’s Eve. Enjoy music, crafts for
children and a hot chocolate bar at
the Holiday Art Show in the Popcorn
Gallery in Glen Echo Park. 6-9 p.m.
Free. Call 301-634-2222 or visit
www.glenechopark.org.

Biennial Auction. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at
Potomac Community Center, 11315
Falls Road. Browse items by the
Potomac Craftsmen Fiberarts Guild.
Free. Visit
www.potomaccraftsmenguild.org for
more.

Book Sale. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at Potomac
Library, 10101 Glenolden Drive.
Browse through paperbacks,
hardbacks and more. Free. 240-777-
0690.
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Massachusetts and Wisconsin Avenues, NW
Washington, DC  20016-5095

(Located on the grounds of the Washington National Cathedral)

St. Albans is an Episcopal college preparatory school for day boys in Grades 4 through
12 and for boarders in Grades 9 through 12.  St. Albans welcomes applications from boys

of all cultural, racial, religious, and economic backgrounds.  Please visit
www.stalbansschool.org or call the Admissions Office at 202-537-6440 for more

information.  No reservations necessary to attend the Open House.

St. Albans School
Admissions Open House

Upper School
(Grades 9-11)

Sunday,
December 14, 2008
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries

From Page 8

Schools

or call 301-469-1246.
As for the show itself, Drama Director Jessica Speck

chose it because “ ‘Beauty and the Beast’ tells the
story of an intelligent young girl who finds her prince
while maintaining her independent spirit.” The mu-
sical score will feature the three-time CAPPIE-win-
ning Churchill orchestra under the direction of
Kristofer Sanz. The play will star junior Tessa Port
as Belle, junior Aaron Braverman as the Beast, jun-
ior Josh Simon as Lumiere, freshman Kamran Partovi
as Cogsworth, senior Sarah Anne Sillers as Mrs. Potts,
junior Steven Rigaux as Gaston, sophomore Michael
Mainwaring as LeFou, sophomore Alexandra
Levenson as Babette, senior Eric Brown as Maurice,
junior Shelby Sykes as Madame Bouche, senior
Emma Sorenson, junior Becca Murphy and senior
Caitlin Murphy as the three Silly Girls, sophomore
Parker Robb as Chip the first weekend and Seven

Locks Elementary School 4th grader Owen Hall as
Chip the second weekend, senior Rafael Hernandez-
Roulet as Fight Beast, and an ensemble cast of doz-
ens more singers and dancers.

Beauty and the Beast will be performed on Dec. 5,
6, 12, and 13 at 7:30 p.m. and Dec. 6 at 2:30 p.m.
Tea parties are Dec. 6 from noon to 2 p.m. and Dec.
13 from 5 to 7 p.m. To purchase tickets or to obtain
more information visit www.wchsdrama.org or call
301-469-1246.

Cabin John Mall
Carriage Rides

The annual tradition of carriage rides with Santa
will take place on Sunday, Dec. 7 from 12 to 3 p.m.
There will be giveaways, chances for photos and a
ride in an old-fashioned carriage. The rides start at
the mall entrance.

3,500 Food Items
McLean School of Maryland

Middle School students
held their Annual Canned

Food Drive to help those in
need. In eight school days,
the middle school students

brought in 3,500 non-
perishable food items. The
students helped deliver the

food to the Manna Food
Center for distribution.

This Week in Potomac

Sponsor
For info, see www.maddnova.org

or 703-379-1135
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Sports

Girls Shooting for State Finals

Correction

The November 26-December 2 issue of the Potomac Almanac
incorrectly identified the record of the Churchill boy’s basket-
ball team last season. The Bulldogs went 15-9 last year.

Point guard Angela Biciocchi, a three-year starter, is part of six-girl senior
class that has Churchill thinking about its first state title since 2003.
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Both Churchill and
Wootton girl’s
basketball teams
poised to make noise
statewide this season.

By Mark Giannotto

The Almanac

T
he numbers certainly sug-
gest the Churchill girl’s
basketball team is ready to
have an impact at the state

level for the first time since winning
back-to-back state titles in 2002 and
2003.

After two straight seasons that
ended with identical
15-9 records, the
Bulldogs return nine
players from a year
ago, including six
seniors. Four of
those elder
stateswomen aver-
aged more than
seven points per
game last season.

For the veteran-
laden team, it all
adds up to 28, the
amount of games it
will take to reach
this year’s state fi-
nals.

“The biggest thing
with them is that they’ve been to-
gether for three years under me,” said
coach Aubree Lawrence. “I think that
three-year span and that experience

is really going to make the difference be-
tween the way we were last year and now
this year.”

“You can just sense that we can get there,”
said senior Marlena Phillips, whose team
made shirts that read “28 games, whatever
it takes.” “Now, we just have to do it.”

Phillips, who averaged a double-double
with more than 11 points and 10 rebounds
per game last season, is part of an extremely
talented senior class that has been starring
for Lawrence since she arrived at Churchill
before the 2006-07 season.

Six-foot-two senior Alex Vassila, who av-
eraged a team-best 11.3 points per contest

last year, will start on the interior along-
side the 6-feet-1 Phillips, a duo Lawrence
and the team call “The Towers.”

With a lot of defensive attention focused
on the paint, Lawrence also expects big
things from senior point guard Angela
Biciocchi, the team’s best three-point
shooter percentage-wise from last season.
All the familiar faces have created a stron-
ger bond amongst the team than the past
two seasons, coaches and players said.

It will take a different mindset, though,
if Churchill is to get over that pesky 15-win
mark that it has struggled eclipsing in the
past. After being the young underdogs for

the doormat years seem a long way off now.
“We really want to bring a regional cham-

pionship to Wootton,” said Dyer.
The Patriots will be led by center Chelsea

Craig, who averaged 11.2 points and 14.8
rebounds per game last season. Craig, who
recently signed a scholarship to play bas-
ketball for the University of Delaware next
season, hopes her last hurrah will be bring-
ing a regional championship to the school
for the first time in program history.

“We have tons of talent as a team,” Craig
said. “We have a bunch of new girls and
we really want to bring a championship to
our school.”

“This team
is definitely
of the
caliber to
play in the
(state) final
four.”

— Churchill
coach Aubree

Lawrence

Alumni Update

Potomac native Sekou Yansane led the
Lehigh football team with 724 receiving
yards this season.
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Churchill Grad
Stars for Lehigh

Class of 2005 Churchill graduate
Sekou Yansane finished up his collegiate
football career at Lehigh University two
weekends ago with a 31-15 win over ri-
val Lafayette. The victory gave Lehigh a
5-6 record this season.

Yansane, a three-sport star for the
Bulldogs in football, basketball, and
track, led the Mountain Hawks with
close to 725 yards receiving yards on
48 catches. It was the second-consecu-
tive season Yansane led Lehigh in re-
ceiving yards.

Yansane, a sociology major on the
Patriot League Honor Roll, is on pace
to graduate in the spring and has re-
ceived interest about trying out for sev-
eral NFL teams next year. As of right
now, he is unsure what his next move

will be.
“We didn’t win as much as I would

have liked, but playing football in col-
lege was a great experience,” said
Yansane. “I had a lot of fun.”

Dyson Leading
No. 2 UConn

Former Churchill student and Potomac
native Jerome Dyson continues to star for
the Connecticut men’s basketball team this
season.

Dyson, a junior, leads the Huskies in
scoring, averaging 17 per contest, as the
second-ranked Huskies have jumped out
to a 6-0 start to the season. His most
impressive performance came last week
when Connecticut took on Wisconsin
and Dyson led all scorers with 21 points
on 8-of-13 shooting.

Local fans won’t get a chance to see

a few seasons, this year’s lady
Bulldogs have everyone’s atten-
tion thanks to who’s back.

Now they just have to follow
the lead of those t-shirts they had
made up.

“This team is definitely of the
caliber to play in the final four,”
said Lawrence. “But they have to
do whatever it takes.”

DOWN THE ROAD at Wootton,
there’s another girl’s basketball
team with championship aspira-
tions on its mind. And this one has
the prior credentials to back up its
belief.

Coming off of its second
straight Division 4A West cham-
pionship, the Wootton girls’ bas-
ketball team has dreams of three
in a row behind a veteran coach
and bevy of experienced players.

Head coach Maggie Dyer, in her
sixth season at Wootton, wants to
complete the turnaround that
started six years ago when she
took over a team that was 3-22.
With the bar set higher than ever,

Dyson live this year because Connecticut
only plays Georgetown once this season
and it’s slated to take place in Hartford on
Dec. 29 thanks to the unbalanced 16-game
Big East schedule.

Women’s Ice
Hockey

Through four games this season,
Potomac native Kim Weiss is leading the
Trinity women’s ice hockey in goals
scored and total points. The sophomore
has three goals and two assists already.

As a freshman last season Weiss, a for-
ward, led Trinity with 15 goals and 27
points in 26 games en rout to an im-
pressive 18-5-3 record. Trinity College
is a Division III school that is part of the
New England Small College Athletic
Conference (NESCAC).

— Mark Giannotto



14  ❖  Potomac Almanac  ❖  December 3-9, 2008 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Warmer Beach Waters Worth the DriveWarmer Beach Waters Worth the Drive
Explore golf passion at more than 100 courses

Call Carly or David, 336-282-1870

Whether looking for an investment property with excellent
rental history, a vacation home on an unique island,

or a little bit of both, this is the house for you.

Drive couple hours south of Outer Banks and discover ocean breezes and
soothing golf for months longer at quiet, quaint Sunset Beach, NC, located
just across the state line and 30 minute drive time from airport in busy
Myrtle Beach, SC. Furnished 3 or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. Newly remod-
eled, bright and airy single family, beach island home on a secluded area
of the island surrounded by views of the canal, marsh and ocean inlet. Sit
on one of the newly built front porches (1 screened) and capture a gor-
geous sunrise with your morning coffee or unwind with friends in the eve-
ning on the back deck and experience stunning sunset views.

Kerin Fine Arts

Meet the Artist at her

OPEN HOUSE
this

Sat., Dec. 6th, 11-3 pm

End of Year Reductions
Already Taken - Up to 20% OFF

Mention this ad & Receive an
additional 15% OFF at show

6648 Byrns Pl., McLean , VA
703-442-0149

www.KerinFineArts.com

✦ ✦

✦ ✦

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

To add your Realtor-represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call Kenneth Lourie

703-917-6475 or E-Mail the info to
Klourie@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings due by Monday at 3 pm.

SPECTACULAR OPEN HOUSES
December 6 & 7

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in the Almanac.
 For more real estate listings and open houses visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com,

click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Potomac

10716 Barn Wood Ln. $1,795,000 Sun 1-4 Leslie Friedson Long & Foster 301-455-4506

8816 Harness Tr. $789,000 Sun 1-4 Leslie Friedson Long & Foster 301-455-4506

12817 Lamp Post Ln. $846,000 Sun 1-4 Helen King Weichert 301-765-3399

11605 Luvie Ct. $2,785,350 Sun 1-4 Stacy Henderson Coldwell Banker 301-252-6190

9800 Tibron Ct. $1,649,000 Sun 1-4 Leslie Friedson Long & Foster 301-455-4506

Bethesda

4822 Broad Brook Dr. $925,000 Sun 1-4 Stacy Henderson Long & Foster 301-252-6190

4409 Chestnut St. $949,900 Sun 1-4 Ross Wiczer Realtyforce 301-294-0030

5306 Duvall Dr. $1,175,000 Sun 1-4 Jane McGuire Long & Foster 301-907-7600

9025 Holly Leaf Ln. $1,695,000 Sun 1-4 Wendy Banner Long & Foster 301-356-9090

5826 Ipswich Rd. $639,000 Sun 1-4 Howard Lerner Long & Foster 240-497-4061

9205 Kirkdale Rd. $699,000 Sun 1-4 Jane Fairweather Coldwell Banker 240-223-4663

5420 Mohican Rd. $899,000 Sun 1-4 Susan Brooks WC & AN Miller 301-229-4000

6306 Valley Rd. $1,995,000 Sun 2-4 Kara Sheehan Wash Fine Properties 202-274-4660

9600 Wadsworth Dr. $798,000 Sun 1-4  Marie McCormack WC & AN Miller 301-229-4000

Chevy Chase

4876 Chevy Chase Dr. #135$10,000 Sun 1-3 William Fox Fox Residential 410-654-1290

4102 Edgevale Ct. $674,800 Sun 1-4 Jennifer Sproul Coldwell Banker 301-718-0010

8417 Lynwood Pl. $747,000 Sun 1-4 Kay Waters Coldwell Banker 301-921-1040

8701 Susanna Ln. $679,000 Sun 1-4 Sandra McKnight Long & Foster 202-494-2349

Home Sales

Copyright 2008 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

To search for a home online, visit www.HomesDatabase.com.

Address ................................ BR FB HB . Postal City .. Sold Price .. Type ....... Lot AC .......................... Subdivision
12601 THREE SISTERS RD .......... 5 ... 5 ... 1 ..... POTOMAC .... $3,350,000 ... Detached ...... 4.58 .. POTMAC/THREE SISTERS RD.
11416 PATRIOT LN ....................... 4 ... 6 ... 1 ..... POTOMAC .... $1,540,000 ... Detached ...... 0.17 ....................... POTOMAC CREST
11413 BIG PINEY WAY ................. 4 ... 5 ... 1 ..... POTOMAC .... $1,537,500 ... Detached ...... 2.00 ................................... POTOMAC
7803 GATE POST WAY .................. 4 ... 3 ... 1 ..... POTOMAC .... $1,100,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.09 ............................... RIVER FALLS
11128 KORMAN DR ...................... 5 ... 2 ... 1 ..... POTOMAC ....... $775,000 ... Detached ...... 0.30 ......................... BEDFORDSHIRE
12620 LAMP POST LN .................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ..... POTOMAC ....... $771,000 ... Detached ...... 0.26 ........................ FOX HILLS WEST
13527 FLOWERFIELD DR ............. 4 ... 3 ... 1 ..... POTOMAC ....... $712,500 ... Townhouse ... 0.06 ........................POTOMAC  GLEN
2524 OAKENSHIELD DR............... 5 ... 3 ... 1 ..... POTOMAC ....... $710,000 ... Detached ...... 0.22 ........... POTOMAC WOODS EAST
33 ORCHARD WAY S .................... 5 ... 3 ... 1 ..... POTOMAC ....... $695,000 ... Detached ...... 0.21 ........................ FALLS ORCHARD
11741 DEVILWOOD DR ................ 5 ... 2 ... 1 ..... POTOMAC ....... $675,500 ... Detached ...... 0.21 .............................REGENT PARK
11601 MILBERN DR ..................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ..... POTOMAC ....... $625,000 ... Detached ...... 0.31 ..................... REGENCY ESTATES
11310 GAINSBOROUGH RD ........ 5 ... 3 ... 1 ..... POTOMAC ....... $600,000 ... Detached ...... 0.21 ..................... REGENCY ESTATES
10849 WHITERIM DR ................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ..... POTOMAC ....... $590,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.05 .......... FAWSETT FARMS MANOR
8131 INVERNESS RIDGE RD ........ 3 ... 2 ... 2 ..... POTOMAC ....... $440,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.05 ............. INVERNESS FOREST TH
10516 SUNNY BROOKE LN .......... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... POTOMAC ....... $440,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.04 .................PINEY GLEN VILLAGE

10/02/08 ~ 10/17/08

Weichert Realtors’ Potomac
Office announced the start of its annual
coat drive to benefit the Salvation Army.
The community is invited to drop off
new or gently worn coats from now
until Dec. 8 at the office, located in the
Cabin John Shopping Center, 7821
Tuckerman Lane during normal busi-
ness hours. For more information about
the coat drive or to set-up a coat pick-
up, call 301-718-4100.

Neighborhood specialist Burt
Abramowitz of Weichert, Realtors’
Potomac Office, led the office as top pro-
ducer for the office in October. Donna
Gragnolati led all Weichert sales asso-
ciates in the region for new home dollar
volume. Additionally, the entire Potomac
sales team led the Weichert region in
new home dollar volume.

Tax attorney
Albert B.
Ellentuck, Esq. of
Potomac was pre-
sented with the
Arthur J. Dixon
Award at a luncheon
held Oct. 30 as part
of the fall meeting of
the Tax Division of
the American Insti-

Business Notes

Real Estate Notes

tute of Certified Public Accountants at
the J. W. Marriott in Washington, D.C.

Ellentuck practices law at King &
Nordlinger LLP, located in Arlington, Va.
He was formerly the head of the Tax De-
partment of the International Accounting
Firm of Laventhol & Horwath, and prior
to that had served as a specialist in the
IRS Office of Chief Counsel (formerly
Rulings Division). Although he now spe-
cializes in estates, trusts and family
businesses, he has written and spoken
extensively on a range of tax subjects.

The Arthur J. Dixon Award is the
highest award given by the accounting
profession in the area of taxation.  The
award was given to Ellentuck for his
record of more than three decades of
leadership and service in the field of
taxation. He served as chairman of the
Institute’s Tax Executive Committee,
and on various Tax Division committees.

David Yoo and Kori A. Mausner
of Potomac graduated from Boston Uni-
versity in September. Yoo received a
Master of Arts in Medical Science; Kori
A. Mausner received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Communication.

Robyn Cohen will star in the ro-
mantic comedy “Beau Jest” at the DC
JCC Jewish film festival. The movie will
play downtown at the DC JCC on Satur-
day, Dec. 6 at 10:30 p.m. and on
Thursday, Dec. 11 at the Bethesda Row
Landmark Cinema at 8:15 p.m. Details
at wfjj.org. Cohen is a former Potomac
resident and Winston Churchill High
School graduate.

People Notes
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OBITUARY

Pattronienne “Patti” M. Neal died Sunday, November 
9, 2008 in her home in Potomac, Maryland, of apparent heart 
failure.

She is survived by her daughter, Angelique Ann Atkins, of 
Falls Church, Virginia; son, Craig Starbuck Atkins III, his wife, 
Jamie, and their two sons Wyatt and Parker, of Newport 
Beach, 
California; daughter-in-law Dianne Atkins, widow of Guy S. 
Atkins, and their son Bryan Atkins, of Silver Spring, Mary-
land; sister Eileen Carter and her husband George R. Carter, 
of 
Sarasota, Florida, and their sons Rex and Bruce; and her 
sister-in-law Connie Atkins, of Potomac, Maryland.

Patti was born June 22, 1930. She studied at George Wash-
ington University and the Corcoran School of Art. She was 
married to Craig S. Atkins II of Potomac, Maryland, and later, 
Jack Neal of Middleburg, Virginia. For forty years she worked 
for the Lincoln National Financial, retiring in 2006. She was 
active in community projects, local politics, the Potomac 
Garden Club, St. Francis Episcopal Church and Kappa 
AlphaTheta sorority alumni activities.

Patti Neal was a strong, independent woman who will be 
remembered for her lively, generous, adventurous spirit. 
Through her life she was a remarkable mother, friend, artist 
and traveler. She will be deeply missed by many. 

A service was held Friday, November 14, at St. Francis 
Episcopal Church in Potomac, Maryland, with burial at 
Parklawn Memorial in Rockville.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

15 Getaways

Enjoy warm beach waters 
past Labor Day

Extend your beach season 
into the fall with soothing 
and warmer ocean waters 
at this Sunset Beach, NC 
vacation home. Furnished 3 
or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. 
Newly remodeled, bright 

and airy beach island home 
on a secluded area of the is-
land surrounded by views of 
the canal, marsh and ocean 
inlet. Sit on one of the newly 
built front porches (1 
screened) and capture a 
gorgeous sunrise with your 
morning coffee or unwind 
with friends in the evening 
on the back deck and experi-
ence stunning sunset views. 
Whether you're looking for 

an investment property with 
excellent rental history, a 
vacation home on a unique 
island, or a little bit of both, 
this is the house for you.

Sunset Beach, a small barri-
er reef island 2 1/2 miles 
long and 1/3 mile wide, is 
quiet and family oriented and 
only 30 minutes from Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. Call 
Carly or David at 336-282-
1870 for more details

34 Pets

4 gorgeous purebred 
Persian kittens

born September 18. 2 White, 
1 Blue with patches of cream, 
1 tabby-located in Reston Call 

703-471-8444 for photos or 
email l_cruz35@comcast.net

REPTILE Show & Sale!
Live Reptiles,

Buy, Sell, Trade. Sat. 
12/13/08, 9am-4pm. 

$6.00/person Prince William 
County Fairgrounds-
10624 Dumfries Rd 

Manassas) 
Info: 410/526-4184,

www.mdreptilefarm.com/
shows

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

Lic. #7363

NO JOB TOO BIG NO JOB TOO SMALL Residential & Commercial

ASPHALT ASPHALT

I.A. Electric
E L E C T R I C A L  S E R V I C E
3 0 1 - 6 5 5 - 4 2 4 4

Commercial/Residential • 20 Years Experience
Master Electrician • Insured and Bonded
BEST RATES in Montgomery County!

RECEIVE A $20 DISCOUNT
with this ad on minimum of $150!

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Since 1981 VA License
#2705 023803

ROOFING ROOFING

LANDSCAPING

GGAARRDDEENNEERR
Energetic Gardener, 

speaks French &
English. Weeding. 
Planting. Edging. 

Mulching. Maintenance.  
Potomac references. 

301-980-8258

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.compotomacalmanac.com

Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

EmploymentEmployment
Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Tuesday 11 a.m. • 301-983-1900

LANDSCAPING

When spider
webs unite, they
can tie up a lion.
-Ethiopian Proverb

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

SALES REP NEEDED
No Experience Needed

800-517-6989

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspaper
business. Internships available
in reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid. Call
John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or
email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.
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On-l ine ordering
now avai lable!

20% off your first
on-line order!


