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Alternative
To Freezing
To Death
Faith Partner
hypothermia
program supplements
county shelters.
By Chuck Hagee
Gazette

Guarding the gates to the town
of Bethlehem are Roman Centurions Dale Roach and Zach
Prinzbach.

E

The angels gather outside the stable where a child has been born.

A ‘Living Bethlehem’

“If we don’t have
the volunteers,
we can’t operate
the shelter.”

ldersgate United Methodist Church presented “Living Bethlehem” earlier this week, Dec. 7-9, on the
church grounds. The performance included live animals, people, fireplaces and lighting with torches
and candles. Spectators were able to follow the path that Joseph and Mary took to Bethlehem, witness the appearance of
Angel Gabriel, haggle with shopkeepers, register with the census taker, and celebrate of the birth of Jesus Christ.

A

Photos by Louise
Krafft/Gazette

arly Thanksgiving morning the
body of James Hubert, age 56,
of no fixed address was discovered behind Engleside Shopping Center in the 8000 block of Richmond
Highway. Cause of death was determined to be
hypothermia. Reason
for death
could have
been listed
as “unnecessary.”
Fa i r f a x
— Sherry Edelkamp,
County opvolunteer coordinator,
erates three
VIC-HOP
shelters for
homeless
adults and two for homeless families
with children. Plus, on Dec. 1 the partnership ministry between New Hope

Census takers Willard
McMullen and Jack
Kern prepare for the
next group of visitors.

See Alternative, Page 34

Kings Crossing
Rises Up Anew
Site to host new
style of Wal Mart.
By Chuck Hagee
Gazette

he final nail has just been put in
the coffin of any potential mixed
use development for the 11.5-acre
Kings Crossing site at the intersection of
Richmond and North Kings highways.
That was the essence of a joint Board
Matter introduced Monday, Dec. 8, by
Mount Vernon and Lee districts Supervisors
Gerald Hyland and Jeff McKay during the
See Mal Mart, Page 30

T

Shepherdess Tricia Crane watches over the sheep on the hillside.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Lindsey Bender as Mary talks
with Gabriel, the angel.
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LONG & FOSTER
ALEXANDRIA • MT. VERNON

Your local professionals with a world of experience

Alexandria South/Wilton Woods $569,950
LOCATION, RENOVATIONS, CLOSE TO METRO!
3 finished levels w/2 fireplaces, wood floors & fresh
paint throughout. New kitchen w/granite counters,
shaker cabinets, stainless appliances & breakfast
room w/greenhouse window & desk. 1 car garage.
Cul-de-sac location and just minutes to Old Town,
easy to Ft. Belvoir & path to Metro.

Val Klotz 703-303-9744
Fairfax
$489,900
GORGEOUS!

Brick townhome
with two car
garage. Three bedrooms, two full and
two half baths,
country kitchen,
two gas fireplaces,
fully finished lower
level, wooden deck,
flagstone patio and
decorative pond
with accent light.

Alexandria
$380,000
BEST LOCATION – CLOSE TO METRO
Well-maintained, attractive stone and frame
rambler with screened porch and nicely landscaped yard. Four bedrooms, 2 baths, new family room. Close to Old Town, DC, Fort Belvoir,
Huntington Metro, and shopping centers.
Benjamin Paz Machuca 703-338-9582

Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc. is an Official
Sponsor and Drop-Off Point for New,
Unwrapped Toys Going to…

Alexandria
$275,000
NICE CORNER LOT

Alexandria
$159,900
FABULOUS LITTLE JEWEL!

Very well kept, three level, five bedroom
Cape Cod. Fully finished basement, new
roof and furnace, fenced backyard. Great
location.

Absolutely perfect townhome-style two-level
condo. ALL NEW: kitchen, eco-friendly bamboo
floors, double pane windows, HVAC, solid wood
doors, new ceiling fans and light fixtures. Come
and see!!
Maridol Garcia-Joy 703-655-0777

Paul Petefish
Branch Manager
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$1,100,000

THE BELVEDERE
A rare find. Beautiful, modern, three bedroom,
three bathroom condo. Incredible updates
with granite, ceramic and marble. Stunning
views of DC and the Potomac from enclosed
solarium.
Cecelia Sage 301-219-1162

YOUR TOY WILL
BRING JOY TO
A NEEDY
TOT!

Matthew Han 703-960-8900 ext. 267

Manfredy Lopez 571-277-0601

Arlington

703-960-8900

www.longandfoster.com

Alexandria
$290,000
RECENTLY RENOVATED
Two level, 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath townhome with
open floor plan, newer appliances, and wood
flooring throughout top level. Large fenced back
yard with brick patio. Well maintained community
with great space for outdoor activities. Close to
Kingstowne, easy commute to 2 Metros and DC.
Walid Ashoor 703-585-6224

Alexandria
$385,500
HOLLIN HALL VILLAGE
This cozy, ‘50s, three bedroom rambler is ready for 2nd
owner. Everything inside and outside has been remodeled and renovated. New kitchen and bath, gleaming
hardwood floors and phenomenal attic storage. Walk to
shops and restaurants. Convenient to FT. Belvoir, Old
Town, Pentagon.
Wendy Shelley 703-919-6045

5845 Richmond Highway
Alexandria VA 22303
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

Guests gather in the main hallway for cocktails at the evening reception.

Beverly Stanley leads a group of guests down the stairwell after a tour of the second floor rooms before dinner.

Dinner at Woodlawn
oodlawn held its annual Candlelit Holiday
dinner last Thursday
evening, Dec. 4, in the mansion
that was a gift from George Washington to his nephew Major
Lawrence Lewis and his wife
Eleanor. The reception featured
music by The Wright Touch followed by dinner. The mansion was

W

Molly and Jim Singerling with Gabrielle
Voorhees

decorated with native greens and
red and white roses by Alexandria
resident and designer Beverly
Stanley.
Note: Candlelit tours of
Woodlawn are scheduled from 58 p.m., Dec. 27 and 28. Reservations are recommended; tickets
are required. Call 703-780-4000
x26327.

Jean Buckley and Joanna Driggs.

David
Wright of
The Wright
Touch.

Dinner is served
in all the parlors
and grand rooms
on the first floor
of the mansion.

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Paying Forward for Hospice Care
A critical quality of life service gets a Roy Rogers special.
By Chuck Hagee
Gazette

“This is the first year we have made a significant
contribution to Capital Hospice. But, it’s only the
beginning. I’m now planning a ‘Poker Run’ in the
spring for motorcyclists, cars and trucks,” Jim Todd
said.
A poker run is similar to a scavenger hunt, except
that at each check point on a preselected route the
contestant is given a playing card. At the end, the
winning hand wins the run, according to Todd. Contestants all pay a fee to enter the run. Todd intends
to donate that money to the care-giving organization.

hristmas is a time of giving and receiving. And, that’s what took place last Friday at the Roy Rogers Restaurant on
Richmond Highway.
Capital Hospice was the recipient of a $2,076.60
check from the owners of two Roy Rogers restaurants in Mount Vernon District — one on Richmond
Highway and the other in the Belle
View Shopping Center. Jim and Jeff
Todd presented the check to Capital
CAPITAL HOSPICE, which has 15
Hospice President and CEO Malene
Davis, and Director of Community and
beds, located in Arlington, was the
first hospice facility in the nation
Corporate Support Patricia DeBuck.
“If I didn’t have this business I’d
when it opened in 1977, according to
Davis. It was then known as Hospice
become a full-time hospice employee.
of Northern Virginia. An additional
That’s how impressed I am with what
— Malene Davis, 21-bed facility is being planned for
they do and the services they provide,”
president & CEO, Loudoun County, Davis said.
said Jim Todd.
Capital Hospice, which employs
“In 1995 our mother had a brain
Capital Hospice
approximately 600 staff plus relying
aneurism. That was followed by a
stroke. Capital Hospice came and talked to us and on an additional 200 volunteers, presently serves an
gave us all the help we needed,” he said.
estimate 900 patients. “Ninety percent of our patients
The check was the result of the sale of Roy Rogers are served in their own homes, nursing homes, or
chicken sandwiches throughout the month of Novem- assisted living facilities,” Davis said.
ber — National Hospice Month. “We gave a percent“When our people go into a nursing home we acage of every chicken sandwich sale to Capital Hos- tually supplement their staff. Where they have to care
See Paying Forward, Page 9
pice,” said Jeff Todd.

C

“There are a lot
of people out
there who don’t
know we exist.”

Celebrate the holidays with the
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites Historic District Alexandria

Christmas Day Br unch
Sliced Roasted Herbed Turkey
Seared Salmon with Maple Syrup & Whole Grain Mustard Glaze
Smoked Virginia Ham with Butter Rum Sauce
Call now to start booking your memorable experience.
Reservations Required
R o d r i g o Ve r a
625 First Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
T: (703) 299 – 5140 Rodrigo.Vera@ihg.com
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Alex/Mt. Vernon
$799,000
9301 Old Mansion
Stunning Southern Colonial on quiet
wooded cul-de-sac backing to historical
Mt. Vernon Estate! Coveted waterfront
community, Riverwood is bordered by Mt.
Vernon Estate, Potomac River & prestigious Washington Woods. Meticulous, one
family home offers 4 BRs, 2.5BAs, family rm w/FPL off lg eat-in kitchen, spacious 2 car garage & lg dry bsmt. You won’t find a better lot & location.
Easy commutes to Ft. Belvoir, Reagan National Airport, D.C. & the Pentagon.
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Malene Davis
(center), president
and CEO, Capital
Hospice, and
Patricia DeBuck
(second from
right), director,
Community &
Corporate Support,
Capital Hospice,
accept a donation
of $2,076.60 from
Roy Rogers Restaurants owners Jim
and Jeff Todd,
(second from left
and far right respectively) and
Jack Garhart,
manager, Roy
Rogers, Route 1.

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance
703-768-7800x123

Alex/Stratford

$649,000

8400 Brewster Drive
An Absolute Cream Puff!! This lovely 4BR,
3BA Split has been updated & renovated
from top to bottom-total turn key! Kit,
baths, flooring, windows, landscaping,
driveway, appliances, roof, painting-its all
been done. Schools are Stratford
Landing, Sandburg & West Potomac! 15 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 10 minutes
to Old Town, 20-25 minutes to NTL Airport & Pentagon, all along scenic
GW Parkway.

Alex/Mt.Vernon
$599,900
9326 Craig Avenue
Large brick 5BR, 3BA split with 2 car
garage on .4 acre lot in lovely Mt. Vernon
area with lots of trees. 2 fireplaces,
energy efficient replacement windows,
beautiful refinished hdwd floors on main
level, new carpeting, landscaped fenced
rear lot with huge deck off sunroom addition, freshly painted interior and
exterior. Superbly priced so renovate kitchen/baths to your desire. Great
commute in minutes to Ft. Belvoir, Alex, Old Town, DC/Pentagon.

Alex/Mt. Vernon
$484,900
8426 Cherry Valley Lane
Large, lovely, 5BR, 3BA Split in popular
Riverside Estates. Riverside’s largest
split w/ 2 car garage. Spacious FR
w/FPL & beautiful sun rm addition.
Neutral carpets over hdwd floors on main
lvl & upgraded berber on lower lvl. Kit
remodeled in late 90s. Professional landscaping. Great location – walk to
Ele and High schools. Commute in minutes –Ft. Belvior (5), Hunting
Metro & Alex (12), National Airport (25) Pentagon and D.C. (32).
Alex/ Pinewood Lake
$292,500
4332 Birchlake Court
Beautifuly updated 3/4 bedroom town house
with 2.5 baths. Located on a quiet cul-desac with wonderful views of the lake.
Shows like a model – newer carpeting and
light fixtures. Meticulously maintained &
great location, by the lake. Commuting
minutes: Ft. Belvoir (5), Old Town &
Huntington Metro (12), Ntl Airport (27)
Pentagon & D.C. (32).
Alex/ Belle View
$209,850
6603 East Wakefield Drive #A2
Sunny 1st floor unit with washer/dryer in
the building. Immaculate condition.
Great Price! Only 2.5 blocks to shopping
center. Also walk to recreation center
(indoor pool and ice rink). Superb community amenities including outdoor pool,
tennis, basketball, volleyball, tot lots and picnic areas. GW Pkwy and bike
path down the street. 4 minutes to Old Town and 20 minutes to Ft. Belvoir.
Perfect location & price!

Rental Properties
8338 Bound Brook Lane – 4BR/2.5BA – $2300
6641 Rivertowers– 3BR/ 2BA - $1650
8506 Wagon Wheel Rd. – 4BR/3BA - $2,000
Owner/Agent

For more information
www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
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McCutcheon: A Man for All Challenges
Market master earns
Fowler Award.
By Chuck Hagee
Gazette

ilbert S. McCutcheon was
presented the Lawrence V.
Fowler Award for his
longstanding volunteer
service and leadership by the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors during
Monday’s Board meeting at the Fairfax
County Government Center. He is renowned in Mount Vernon District as

G

ample of his dedication to our community,”
said Mount Vernon District Supervisor
Gerald Hyland who nominated McCutcheon
for the award.
“His work at the farmers’ market is fabulous. It is the best farmers’ market in Fairfax
County. He runs it with and iron hand and
a heart of love. And, he is a special friend,”
Hyland said.

THE AWARD recognizes the distinguished
service of a longstanding member of a
county board, authority, commission or
committee “whose exceptional service contributed to the overall quality of life in the
community.” The Park Authority Board, of
which McCutcheon, at age 93, remains
the Mount Vernon District representative, is only one of his many volunteer
involvements.
On the board since 1992, he was recognized for “his tireless work to provide recreational facilities, acquire new
— Mt.Vernon Supervisor Gerald Hyland parkland and protect natural, cultural
and historic resources throughout
the founder and master of the Mount Fairfax County.”
Vernon Farmers’ Market.
Some of his other accomplishments in“Without a doubt, Gil McCutcheon clude:
has been one of Mount Vernon’s most
❖ A leader in the acquisition of the former
remarkable volunteers over the years. Lorton Prison for parkland in the Laurel Hill
His work on the Park Authority Board area that now provides an array of recrefor the past 16 years is only one ex- ational amenities and a developing art cen-

“Gil McCutcheon has been
one of Mount Vernon’s most
remarkable volunteers.”

Specially
cooked
Christmas
carats
She’ll love an extra large serving
on Christmas morning!
HOLIDAY HOURS
M-F 10am-6pm
SAT 10am-6pm
SUN 11am-4pm

B&C Jewelers
3652 King Street, Alxandria, Virginia 22302
Phone (703) 379-6010 • Fax (703) 379-8136
www.bcjewelers.net
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ter.
❖ The improvement of Frying Pan Farm
Park which interprets 1920’s farm life. During his tenure, new interpretive displays
were added, the historic meeting house was
restored and a visitor’s center and rentable
picnic pavilion were added.
❖ Parks and facilities throughout Mount
Vernon District that are tributes to his many
accomplishments include: The Lamond
House renovations; Gristmill Park’s synthetic turf field conversion; establishment
of an off-leash dog park, and renovations
to the George Washington and Mount
Vernon recreation centers.
As for the award-winner, his response was
vintage McCutcheon: “I didn’t feel I was
qualified. But, others did and I am happy
to receive it.” During the presentation ceremony, he also produced one of the few
times that Board of Supervisors Chairman
Gerry Connolly was at a loss for an appropriate response.
After receiving the award and standing
before a microphone, Connolly asked
McCutcheon if he would like to say a few
words. “No. Not really,” said the old labor
organizer and tiller of the fields of humanity.
The award was established to honor the
accomplishments of Lawrence V. Fowler,
who served for 41 years on the Consumer

Gilbert S. McCutcheon
Protection Commission and its predecessor.
His work on consumer issues had a major
impact on the county’s quality of life. To be
considered for the award, an individual
must have served on a county board, commission, authority or committee for at least
10 years and have demonstrated exceptional service and leadership.

Gibson, Tobey Wed
Jennifer Noelle Gibson and Jamieson
Matthews Tobey were married Oct. 4, 2008
at 5:30 p.m. at the Mt. Vernon Inn in Mt.
Vernon. Mary Ellen Stanton, of the Northern Virginia Ethical Society, officiated at the
late afternoon ceremony. A dinner reception
was held at the Inn following the ceremony.
The bride is the daughter of Dr. and Mrs.
Robert Gibson of Lorton. and Mr. and Mrs.
Lee Fishkin of Huntersville, N.C. Jennifer
received her B.S. in Design from Radford
University and her M.F.A from Virginia Tech.
The groom is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Phillip Tobey of Reston. Jamieson earned
his B.A. from George Mason University.
Maid of Honor was Colleen Gibson, sister
of the bride, from Charlotte, N.C. Also attending were bridesmaids Emily Fishkin,
from Seattle, Wash.; Starlene Truslow and
Elizabeth Underwood from Arlington;
Maeve Sheridan and Anie Baker from Alexandria, and Caitlin Tobey from Columbus,
Ohio.
The best men were Ned Tobey, brother of
the groom, from Winston-Salem, N.C. and
Ethan Goldman, from New York, N.Y.
Wedding music was provided by bagpiper
Tim Carey.
The bride wore a champagne silk and
French lace gown, custom designed by Alvin
Thompson of New Couture, Washington,
D.C.
The rehearsal dinner, hosted by the parents of the groom, was held at Landini
Brothers Restaurant in Old Town Alexandria.
The newlyweds are currently residing in
Arlington.

Jennifer Noelle Gibson and Jamieson Matthews
Tobey were married.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News
New Home for ‘Warriors In Transition’
Wounded
soldiers occupy
a special place
at Fort Belvoir.

Holiday
Hams

Delicious Honey Applewood Smoked Hams

Crown Roast • Turkey • Tenderloin
Turduckens
ORDER NOW!
Call Steve for orders or special requests
703-836-6328
2403 Mount Vernon Avenue in Del Ray

By Chuck Hagee
Gazette

ore soldiers are returning from the
wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan than
in any previous United States military involvements. That’s the good
news.
The bad news is that there are
more severely wounded soldiers
returning from the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan than in any previous United States military involvements. And, that has called
for a new approach to serving
those that now face life-changing
challenges.
There is also a new phenomenon
taking place within the military
services. Many of those Purple
Heart warriors want to stay in the
military. They are the new class of
“Warriors In Transition.”
Last Friday, at Fort Belvoir, a ribbon-cutting ceremony highlighted
new housing designed and
reconfigured for these Warriors In
Transition. In typical U.S. Army
lexicon, the announcement for the
ribbon-cutting ceremony was entitled “Renovated Barracks for
Wounded Warriors.”
But, these new quarters are far
more than that. First they are not
“barracks” in the traditional sense
of the term. They are multi-level
buildings that provide a “home” to
those that history placed in the
wrong place at the wrong time.
And, that home has been specifically and caringly designed to aid
each in their personal “transition.”
As noted during the ribbon-cutting ceremony by Col. Charles

M

Mount Vernon Bulletin
To have a notice listed in the Bulletin,
e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call Rebecca Halik at 703917-6407 with questions.

Photos by Chuck Hagee/The Gazette

Fort Belvoir Installation Commander Col. Jerry Blixt and
Command Sgt. Maj. Allison Smith, (left) respectively,
present a plaque of appreciation to Warrior In Transition
Unit Commander Capt. Eduardo Moten and 1st Sgt.
Johnnie Bryant, (right) respectively, following an official
ribbon-cutting ceremony dedicating new base housing
designed especially for wounded warriors in transition.
Callahan, commander, DeWitt
Army Community Hospital, “We
did not anticipate the number of
casualties of this war or how many
soldiers would opt to stay in the
service after sustaining their injuries.”

Col. Charles Callahan,
commander, DeWitt Army
Community Hospital,
reviews the history of Army
Medical Services.

UP TO TWO-THIRDS of patients
who have become part of the Warrior In Transition program eventually have returned to their units.
That is an unheard of statistic from
all previous conflicts.
The 64 new housing units, costing of $2.5 million, will provide a
personal space where these soldiers can reestablish a productive
and personally gratifying life —
whether in military service or civilian life.
“A critical component of this program is support of the Garrison
See New Home, Page 27

Since 1958 - 50 years ago
Maurice Silverman has been buying & selling

INTRIGUING OBJECTS FROM MANY CENTURIES
& BEAUTIFUL ANTIQUE JEWELRY

FRIDAY/DEC. 12
SCAN Child Nutrition Workshop.
10 a.m. at St. Rita’s Parish Center,
3825 Russell Road. Free.

SATURDAY/DEC. 13
Stories and Strategies for Tough
Economic Times. 6 p.m. at 634 N.
Patrick St. Learn how to stretch a
dollar. Free. 202-412-2692.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 14
Watershed Forum. 6:30 p.m. at
Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Free. Learn about the
watershed management. 703-3245500.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

HOLIDAY HOURS
Noon - Five
Daily except Monday & Tuesday
Open every day December 17-24

Silverman Galleries
Antiques & Antique Jewelry

110 NORTH SAINT ASAPH, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 (HEART OF OLD TOWN)
703.836.5363

www.SilvermanGalleries.com

Celebrating 50 years, 1958 - 2008
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Planning for Holiday Party Season
Many ways to avoid
drinking and driving.
he season for holiday parties is
upon us, and with it the increased
incidence of driving under the influence.
The possible consequences of driving drunk
and underage drinking are often hard to comprehend. But the stories and grief of local families who have lost loved ones to such accidents
should provide enough of a cautionary tale.
William Cameron Schlifke, 22, born in
Fairfax and a graduate of Robinson Secondary
School, died Monday, Nov. 24, 2008, less than
three days after his Volkswagon Jetta was rearended in Newport News. Schilfke was serving
as designated driver for friends in his fraternity at Christopher Newport University. The
driver who crashed into him, also a student at
CNU, was arrested at the scene and charged
with DUI refusal, reckless driving and underage possession of alcohol, and later with involuntary manslaughter.
Earlier this fall, a young man from Fairfax
was sentenced to three years in jail for involuntary manslaughter because of a drunk-driving accident on Dec. 3, 2007 that resulted in

T

Get Involved

Safe Ride Home

Join the Northern Virginia chapter of
Mothers Against Drunk Driving for 14h
Annual MADD Red Ribbon Run 5K on
Wednesday, Dec. 31, at George Mason
University in Fairfax. The run begins at 4
p.m., with many activities for families. See
www.maddnova.org or call 703-379-1135.

From Dec. 12 through New Year’s Day, 10
p.m. to 6 a.m., the Washington Regional
Alcohol Program offers a free cab ride home
(up to $50) to local callers who are 21 or
over. Call 800-200-8294.

unspeakable tragedy for three families. One
family lost a beloved daughter after she clung
to live for five brutal days; one family has seen
their active son reduced to 70 pounds and “unresponsive” and living in a nursing home; the
family of the defendant has also seen life as
they knew it change.
DON’T TAKE THE RISK. Plan ahead, arrange for a designated driver, or choose to abstain if a designated driver isn’t available.
But if you find yourself in the unfortunate
position of drinking without a safe way home
of your own, the Washington Regional Alcohol Program has provided you with a safety
net called SoberRide. Take their number with
you when you head out, and be sure any young
adults in your family are similarly armed.
Founded in 1982, WRAP is a public-private
partnership working to prevent drunk driving
and underage drinking in the Washington-

metropolitan area.
WRAP’s 2008 Holiday SoberRide program
will be offered from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. each
night from Dec. 12 to Jan. 1, 2009. To receive
a free cab ride home up to a $50 fare, call 800200-8294. You must be 21 or older to use the
SoberRide service.
Parents are well advised to talk to their teens
and let them know that if they find themselves
without a safe ride home, that they can call
their parents to be picked up. There are consequences of binge drinking for teens that go
beyond driving under the influence. But it is
also important for parents to let their teens
know that whatever happens, it is not OK to
drink and drive or to get into a car driven by
someone who has been drinking.
Since 1993, WRAP has provided over 41,010
safe rides home. Call 800-200-8294. For more
information, see www.wrap.org
— Mary Kimm,
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette

Seasonal Snapshot
The Woodlawn mansion was decorated with native
greens and red and white roses for the annual
Candlelit Holiday dinner last week.
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To the Editor:
I disagree with your Dec. 4-10,
2008 editorial in the Mt. Vernon
Gazette “Don’t Lump Poor Students Together” because it implies
that students can’t learn in that
environment.
It’s not whether one comes from
a poor or modest home environment but rather that one is instilled with the desire to achieve
and be somebody later in life with
the help of a good education, determination that includes hard
work and striving always to do
better.
I grew up during the depression
and poverty was rampant. Our
schools were crowded with students from poor families. But, being poor wasn’t mentioned or
talked about as an excuse for not
learning. Instead, parents and
teachers stressed positive values
continually. Hard work, learn as
much as you can, study hard and
graduate from school. Teachers
also motivated students by identifying students’ abilities and encouraged them to use those abilities to help them learn what was
required to be successful.
Quality teachers make a great
difference in the classroom regardless of whether students are poor
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Letters to the Editor

Determination
Matters

Newspaper of Mount Vernon
An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered
to homes and businesses.
1604 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

or not. It is very important to be
positive and not negative by dwelling on excuses such as being poor
and receiving food subsidies for
not learning. Dwelling on the
negative generally leads to failure.
There are many people who grew
up poor but have achieved great
success.
I don’t believe that it was because they were or were not
placed in large numbers in schools
from different neighborhoods affluent or not, but, because of hard
work and a desire to achieve instilled in them by school teachers
and other positive influences. Let
them be the shining examples for
everyone.
Remember the old expression
that is equally applicable today:
“The more you learn the more you
earn.”
Frank Medico
Mt. Vernon
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The Gazette welcomes views on
any public issue.
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Fort Hunt Animal Hospital

Paying Forward for Hospice Care
From Page 5
for many patients we can concentrate solely on
those couple of people we are there to care for. Plus
our efforts are usually on a short-term basis due to
the health of the patient,” she said.
“However, a study recently completed at Duke University shows that people who receive hospice care
live on average 30 days longer than those without
that care. Some, like Art Buchwald, improve so much
they even graduate from hospice care,” Davis said.
AN ESTIMATED 50 percent of the patients seeking
hospice care suffer from cancer while the other 50

percent suffer from an array of illnesses, according
to Davis. “Last year we served 50 children suffering
from incurable cancer,” she said.
Capital Hospice’s charity care costs have risen to
$1.5 million per year, Davis stated. Their staff includes 20 full-time doctors.
“There are a lot of people out there who don’t even
know we exist or what services we can provide to
both patients and their families,” she said. And, its
not all end-of-life care. Last year Capital Hospice sent
50 people on a trip to Florida by enabling them to
travel with their own oxygen tanks and other physical supports.

Complete Medical, Surgical, Laser and Dental Services

Dogs

Cats

Birds

Exotics

In-house diagnostics including radiology, ultrasound,
endoscopy and laboratories

Boarding for pets of all sizes and types
Geriatrics and those with special needs welcome

The Ultimate Christmas Gift!
WWII WARBIRD RIDES

by Fighter Command

This Christmas Give the
Gift of Flight!
• Experience the Shenandoah Valley from
the Cockpit of a WWII Warbird
• Hands on Flying
• Aerobatics
• Sightseeing Flights
Visit Our Website or Call today to
Order Your Gift Flight Certificate!

www.giftflight.com

1-540-635-2203

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Save This Ad

Discounts for seniors, active military personnel and
multi-pet households
Appointments available Monday - Saturday
Fort Hunt Animal Hospital is located in Fort Hunt Centre

1900 Elkin Street (off Fort Hunt Road)
Alexandria, VA 22308

Conveniently located at
Winchester Regional Airport

703-360-6100 / forthuntah@yahoo.com
www.forthuntanimalhospital.com
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The season’s first measurable snow falls on the newly
lighted trees at IMVH following the hospital’s annual
“Lights of Love” holiday/fundraising celebration.

Dr. Cleve Francis sings
“Lights of Love” on the
balcony of IMVH during the
hospital’s annual holiday
tree lighting ceremony.

Lighting Up the Night at Inova
By Chuck Hagee
Gazette

nova Mount Vernon Hospital’s annual “Lights
of Love” fund-raiser/tree lighting ceremony
seemed particularly appropriate this past Saturday night; the season’s first snowfall descended as the switch was thrown to light the large
live evergreens growing just beyond the hospital’s
main entrance.

I
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As usual, this 27th consecutive holiday event featured a variety of music selections by both the Mirage Advanced Women’s Chorus of Mount Vernon
High School under the direction of Judi Belzer as
well as from the band of Dr. Cleve Francis, a cardiologist at IMVH. Francis also sang the tree lighting
dedication song, which he wrote and composed,
“Light Up the Night.”
In addition to holiday music, attendees, who over
See Fund-raiser, Page 11

Mirage Advanced Women’s Chorus, Mount Vernon High
School, offer several selections during IMVH’s “Lights of
Love” holiday fund-raising event and tree lighting ceremony.
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Fund-raiser Benefits Hospital
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Photo by Chuck Hagee/The Gazette

From Page 10
flowed the hospital’s lobby area, were
treated to essays written by four area elementary school students: Cole Purser,
Waynewood Elementary; Starr Clark, Fort
Hunt Elementary; Evie Strobel, Waynewood
Elementary, and Max Dacey, Fort Hunt Elementary. Each essay expressed that child’s
view of the holiday season.
Sponsored by the IMVH Auxiliary, the
Lights of Love event was initiated “to remember loved ones and to honor special
friends,” Auxiliary President Jimmi
Barnwell told the audience. All funds from
the event are donated to IMVH for an annually designated specific project.
This year’s proceeds will support funding
for a new program designed to improve
operations in the hospital’s emergency department. That department will be implementing a medical evaluation service for
patients coming to the ER who have nonlife threatening issues, but need medical
attention, according the evening’s program.
The goal of this process is to create a special area for those patients to be seen in a
timelier manner, according to the Auxiliary.
“Through this new program we hope to be
able to see more patients more quickly in
our ER,” said IMVH President and CEO Barbara Doyle.
Each light on the trees represents “a tribute to a loved one given by an individual or

Mount Vernon District resident
Sabrina Anthony tell Santa what
she wants for Christmas following
the annual tree lighting ceremony
at IMVH.
group,” the Auxiliary stated. The decision
for use of each year’s funds in made jointly
by the hospital and Auxiliary.
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703-765-5309
•
Tae Kwon Do for Children, Teenagers & Adults

KARATE MASTERS

Classes at All Levels, from Introductory to Black Belt

✿

TaeKwonDoMasters.com

• 1514 Belle View Blvd., Alexandria, VA

✿✿

KEEDO

✿
✿
✿
✿

ALL NEW WINTER KEEDO STOCK

ON

SALE

Large Inventory of Great Stocking Stuffers!

703-768-9100

www.keedoamerica.com

WE HAVE THE LARGEST SELECTION OF MOVIE TITLES IN THE METRO AREA!
5 Minutes from Old Town ~ Ample Free Parking

VISIT OUR SALE TABLE

FREE VIDEO RENTAL
Rent 1 Movie & get the 2nd FREE

of equal or lesser value. Both videos must be rented together • Standard rental
period applies • Limit one coupon per transaction • Expires 12/31/08

703-768-2877 • 1628-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria, VA

Belle View
Jewelers

Fine Jewelry & Diamonds • Sales & Repair

CHRISTMAS SALE

Up to 50% Off Holiday Special
on Clocks, Watches & Jewelry

703-768-4900
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Festivities

Decorations of Remembrance, Honor
Ceremony is one of
many nationwide.
By Chuck Hagee
Gazette

t this time of year there are festive decorations throughout the
land — in homes, schools, businesses, shopping malls, and government buildings. But, this Saturday, Dec.
13, just 12 days before Christmas, there will
be a different kind of decorating taking
place marking a much different tribute.
Known as “Wreaths Across America,”
these decorations are for the tens of thousands who made the ultimate sacrifice so
that this nation can remain “the land of the
free.” Wreaths will be placed on the graves
of fallen military veterans in cemeteries and
at monuments from the Atlantic to the Pacific and from the Canadian border to the
Gulf of Mexico.
More than 200 of those symbolic expressions of gratitude are expected to decorate
graves in Alexandria’a National Cemetery,
1450 Wilkes St., during a noon hour ceremony. They will join the more than 10,000
wreaths to be placed at individual gravesites
in Arlington National Cemetery.
“The mission of ‘Wreaths Across America’
is to Remember-Honor-and Teach. Remember the fallen. Honor those who serve. Teach
our children the value of freedom,” according to the project’s founder. This will be the
17th year for this solemn holiday ceremony
begun by Morrill Worcester, president,
Worcester Wreath Company, Harrington,
Maine.
Worcester originally donated wreaths for
Arlington National Cemetery to show his
appreciation and gratitude for the sacrifices
of American military personnel. In 2006, he
decided to expand his tribute to 250 state
and national cemeteries and Veterans memorials nationwide.
To accomplish this, Worcester solicited the
aid of the Patriot Guard Riders, a motorcycle and motor vehicle group composed
primarily of military veterans and active

A
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— A student poem by Stephanie C.

Photos by Chuck Hagee/Gazette

Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

“Love for freedom goes
beyond death.”
At last year’s event, T.C. Williams volunteer students joined with the school’s Junior ROTC Color Guard in
placing Christmas wreaths on graves at Alexandria National Cemetery.
duty personnel with over 65,000 members,
to escort the wreaths from Maine to Arlington. The week-long journey, a 750-mile trek,
begins in Harrington and travels most of
the way on Route 1, arriving in the Washington area just prior to the wreath-laying
ceremony.
The mileage is significant in that it represents one mile for every 1,000 of the approximately 750,000 men and women who
have died as a result of armed conflict
throughout this nation’s history. Part of that
contingent also brings wreath to the Alex-

A wreath was laid at each grave at
last year’s event.

andria National Cemetery, which pre-dates
Arlington National Cemetery, going back to
the Civil War.
Conducting the wreath-laying ceremony
in Alexandria this year, as he did in 2007,
is Patriot Guard Rider Patrick Gallagher. “We
hope this will be a much bigger ceremony
than last year,” Gallagher said.
Participating in the ceremony, which is
open to anyone wishing to attend, will be
members of the various Armed Services and
volunteer students from T.C. Williams High
School. Following remarks by Gallagher and
others, wreaths will be placed on
individual’s graves throughout the cemetery, including the 128 unknown dead
from the Civil War.
MORRILL AND KAREN WORCESTER began their personal veterans’ tribute in 1992 with a trailer load of
wreaths, decorated by volunteers, that
were placed on graves in Arlington National Cemetery. It was their wish to
bring children and veterans together —
a way to bring past, present and future
sacrifices of veterans and their families
together.
From that effort by the Worcesters
and their volunteers has grown this national tribute at one of the most family
times of the year. It also serves as an
educational vehicle to make the next
generation aware of the cost of freedom.
Each year dozens of students make
the annual trip to Arlington National

Cemetery to participate in the wreath-laying event. It was just such a trip to Arlington National Cemetery years ago by Morrill
Worcester, as a 12-year-old boy from Maine,
that triggered his desire to create Wreaths
Across America.
Involving children in the project has inspired works of art as well as essays and
poems. The final lines of one of those poems, written by a participating student,
identified only as Stephanie C., captures the
essence of the project. “And so the sun goes
down; Another child has learned the lesson; War is not glorious but the people are;
Love for freedom goes beyond death.”
In expressing his appreciation to all those
that give of their time and talents to make
this annual project possible, Worcester issued the following statement: “On behalf
of everyone at Worcester Wreath, we wish
to express our appreciation. It provides the
inspiration for all of us to renew our commitment to honor the men and women of
the armed forces who have served, and
those currently serving our country.
“To each, and especially, those who made
the ultimate sacrifice, we owe unwavering
support and a profound debt of gratitude
for preserving the way of life we all enjoy
here in the United States of America.”
Alexandria’s National Cemetery is located
six blocks west of Route 1 at the end of
Wilkes Street. There is a direction sign at
the intersection of South Washington and
Gibbon streets. To learn more about this
event
visit
www.wreaths-acrossamerica.org.
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La Petite Hairstylists

E-mail calendar announcements to the
Mount
Vernon
Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Photos and artwork are encouraged.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the following week’s paper. Call Rebecca Halik
at 703-917-6407 with questions.

Beautiful Color & Perm
Japanese Thermal
Straightening
Pedicure & Manicure
Waxing

OTHER ITEMS

1703 Belle View Blvd, Alex.
703-765-4744
Ample free parking

Zemfira Stage
THE LITTLEST
ANGEL
by Patricia Gray, and
JACOB MARLEY’S
CHRISTMAS
CAROL
by Tom Mula
Every Thurs, Fri and Sat @ 8P.M.
Starting Dec 11 through Dec 20

Dec 20, Sat at 3P.M. matinee as well as an evening performance
The Lyceum
201 S. Washington St, Alexandria, VA
$15.00 General admission - $10 Srs and students - $5 Children

Info/Res: 703-318-0619 or 703-615-6626
www.zemfirastage.com

Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Gadsby’s Tavern Museum is now
accepting applications for its new
Junior Docent Program. After
training, Junior Docents will be able
to give tours and assist with public
programs including candlelight tours,
18th-century teas, open houses and
other special events. Students in
grades 2 through 5 are invited to join
Gadsby’s staff for a training series
Sunday afternoons early next year.
Classes will be held from 1 p.m. to
2:30 p.m. on Jan. 18, Jan. 25, and
Feb. 1. These free classes will cover
basic history and presentation skills
to prepare Junior Docents to help
with museum special events. To
receive an application, call 703-8384242. Applications are due by
Wednesday, Dec. 17.
This holiday season, River Farm will be a
collection site for Toys for Tots, an
organization that gives toys to needy
children in the United States. To
make a donation, drop off
unwrapped, new toys in the
collection box in the estate house by
Dec. 16. 703-768-5700 ext. 114.

ONGOING
Mount Vernon Community bands
need members. All concert band
musicians wanted. Most needed are:
oboes, bassoons, French horns,
saxophones, flutes, trombones, and

clarinets. Also needed and welcome
are: percussionists, and players of
tubas, euphoniums, trumpets. Visit
www.mvbands.com, e-mail
MVSwingBand@Cox.net or call 703339-6534 for more information.
On Sundays from noon-5 p.m., visit the
Waterfront and see historyinspired performances near the
Torpedo Factory; do a “meet and
greet” of early Alexandria residents
and travelers near the Waterfront
and lower King Street. Free. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org for more.
Children enter a world of fantasy and
fables when costumed interpreters
weave three tales together during
Mount Vernon’s storytelling session,
“Once Upon a Time at Mount
Vernon”, held every Saturday and
Sunday at 2 p.m. through
December at the Hands-On History
room in the Donald W. Reynolds
Education Center, 3200 Mount
Vernon Memorial Highway. The
storytelling program is recommended
for children ages three to eight.
Parental supervision is required.
“Once Upon at Time at Mount
Vernon” is included in regular Estate
admission: adults, $13.00; youth
ages 6-11, $6.00; and children under
5 are admitted free.
Martha Washington hosts an 18thcentury Christmas with candlelit
walks, fireside caroling, and early
American décor during Mount Vernon
by Candlelight. The Friday, Saturday
and Sunday evenings (Dec. 12, 13 &
14) from 5–8 p.m. Tickets may be
purchased in advance at the Ford
Orientation Center or through
www.MountVernon.org. Admission is
$18 for adults and $12 for children
under 12.

Gather the Family at Woodlawn
runs Dec. 14,21 and 28 at
Woodlawn. Experience an 1820s
Christmas with America’s First Family
before trees, Santa and stockings.
Tours available from 5:30-8:30 p.m.
$15/person; $5/grades K-12. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or call 703780-4000.
The Alexandria Jaycees will sell
Christmas trees this season, with
proceeds in part benefiting the
chapter’s holiday shopping tour for
kids. The Holiday Shopping Tour
is set for Dec. 13. Lot is located in
the parking lot at the Safeway on the
corner of S. Royal and Gibbon
Streets. Tree sales until Dec. 20 or
when trees sell out). Hours are:
Monday-Friday 6-9 p.m.; Saturdays 9
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
703-866-7171 or visit
www.alexjaycees.org.
Tree Sale. The Alexandria Police
department Christmas tree sale
begins on Friday, Dec. 5 at the
Alexandria Union Station parking lot
(110 Callahan Drive). The official lot
hours are: Monday-Thursday, 3-9
p.m.; Friday, 3-10 p.m.; Saturday
and Sunday, 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Proceeds benefit the Alexandria
Police Youth Camp.
The Little Theater of Alexandria
will perform “Scrooge! The Musical”
from Nov. 22-Dec. 14 at 600 Wolfe
St., Old Town. Performances are
Wednesdays-Saturdays at 7:30
p.m. and Sundays at 3 p.m.
Tickets are $18-$21 and can be
purchased at
www.thelittletheatre.com.

See Calendar, Page 20

The

Royal Restaurant
(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”

You don’t have to think to hard, let us solve this classic question.
In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.
Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

$4.00 OFF
Per gallon of any
Regal Product
Must be presented at time of purchase.

FREE

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge
6229 Richmond Hwy
Must be presented at time of purchase.

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm
Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616
Ample Free Parking
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The Alliance Dance Institute presents
“The Nutcracker” from through
Dec. 28 in the Landmark Mall, 5801
Duke St. Fifty-five minute long
performances are Saturdays and
Sundays at 1 p.m., 3 p.m. and 5 p.m.
$20/person. After the show, stay for
photo opportunities. Visit
www.adidance.com or 703-3546000.
This Christmas, arrange for a
personalized letter from Santa
Claus, postmarked from the North
Pole. The Alexandria Jaycees are
offering customized letters sent
directly to children from Santa for
only $5 each. The letter will also
include a coupon to a child-friendly
restaurant. Letter requests must be
received by Dec. 8. Orders received
after Dec. 8 will be postmarked from
Virginia. For more information or to
place an order, visit
www.alexjaycees.org.
The American Horticultural Society hosts
holiday happenings at its
headquarters at River Farm. From
Dec. 1 to Jan. 16, River Farm’s
grounds and estate house will feature
lights, poinsettias, and other festive
holiday decorations. All are welcome
to visit and enjoy Monday through
Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., but note that
the grounds will be closed from Dec.
25 through Jan. 4.
Mystique Fine Jewelry and
Designs, 211 Strand Waterfront in
Alexandria, will sell “December Love
Stone,” a 25-carat rose quartz
cabochon ring. Visit
www.mystiquejewelers.com or 703836-1401.
La Muse, 108 N. Patrick St., collects
and ships donations for
www.AnySoldier.com every day of
the year. Bring donations to La Muse
and it will be packaged and shipped
to soldiers. For ideas on what to
donate go to: www.ShopLaMuse.net/
Anysoldier.html or call 703-6831696.
Woodlawn’s Needlework
exhibition is March 1-31 at 9000
Richmond Highway. There will be
demonstrations, lunch by Nelly’s
Needlers and more. See needleworks
from around the world. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or 703-7804000 for more.

FRIDAY/DEC. 12
Lunch Bunch. Noon at John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive.
Children up to age 5 can enjoy
stories. Free. Registration required,
703-971-0010.
Plantation Christmas. 6:30-9:30
p.m. at Gunston Hall, 10709 Gunston
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Road. Take candlelight mansion
tours, horse-drawn carriage rides,
music and food samples. $14/adult;
$7/children. 703-550-9220. Visit
www.GunstonHall.org.
Holiday Dinner. Seatings available at
6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. at Gunston
Hall, 10709 Gunston Road. Holiday
dinner includes the traditional fare.
$39.95/adult and children ages 11
and up. $19.95/children ages 6-10.
Price includes admission to
“Plantation Christmas.” Reservations
required, 703-550-9220. Visit
www.GunstonHall.org.
Mount Vernon by Candlelight.
Learn about the Washington’s
Christmas traditions, meet historic
characters and tour the home by
candlelight, including the rarely seen
third floor from 5-8 p.m. at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate &
Gardens. Visit
www.mountvernon.org or call 703780-2000 for cost information.
Ballroom Dancing for Couples.
8:30-11:30 p.m. dance the waltz,
rumba, fox trot, and more to live
music. At a private dance club in
Mount Vernon. $15/person. Visit
www.fridaynightersdancingclub.com/
contactUs.html
Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 a.m. at
Hooray for Books, 1555 King St.
Children 2 and under can enjoy
stories and songs. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-5484092.
Author Reading. Leslie Young will
read at 12:30 p.m. at Hooray for
Books, 1555 King St. The author
wrote the Plaid books. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-5484092.
Theater Performance. 7 p.m. at
Thomas Jefferson High School, 6560
Braddock Road. Watch “Oklahoma.”
$10/person.

SATURDAY/DEC. 13
Christmas Tea. 1-3 p.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Hear holiday storytelling and
enjoy a family tea party. $25.
Registration required – 703-9417987.
Gardening Workshop. 9:30-11 a.m.
at Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Learn about perennial
design using lawn and groundcovers.
$18. Call to register – 703-642-5173.
Wild for Winter Waterfowl. 11:30
a.m. at Mason Neck, 7301 High Point
Road. Observe swans, ducks and
more. Free. 703-339-2385.
Majestic Eagles. 5 p.m. at Mason
Neck, 7301 High Point Road. Look
for bald eagles while learning about
them. Free. 703-339-2385.
‘Tis the Season. 8 p.m. at Aldersgate
United Methodist Church, 1301
Collingwood Road. Hear music by
the Alexandria Choral Society and

See Calendar, Page 22
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Aldersgate choirs. Free. Visit
www.alexchoralsociety.org or 703548-4734.
Cheerleading Exhibition. 11 a.m. at
T.C. Williams High School, 3330 King
St. Features squads from around the
city. $6/adult; $3/child. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation or
703-838-4345.
Holiday Concert. 1 p.m. at Market
Square, 301 King St. Hear Bell’s
Angels, St. John’s Lutheran Church
Handbell Choir and the Alexandria
Singers. Free. 703-883-4686.
Friends Book Sale. 10 a.m. at
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Free. Books for
all ages. 703-339-4610.
Sing-Along with Miss Belle. 10:30
a.m. at John Marshall Library, 6209
Rose Hill Drive. All ages can enjoy
singing along. Free. Registration
required, 703-971-0010.
Craft Sale. Heritage Presbyterian
Church is holding a craft sale “Made
by the Bell” from 9 a.m.-noon at the
church, 8503 Fort Hunt Road. One
hundred percent of the proceeds go
to support Heritage Presbyterian
Women’s outreach programs for
children and women. Call Jenny
Kennedy at 703-360-9420 for more
information.
High School Christmas Concert.
Bishop Ireton Christmas Concert
featuring students playing in the
Concert Band, Choir, and Wind
Ensemble at 7:30 p.m. in the
Garwood Whaley Auditorium, 201
Cambridge Road, Alexandria. $5/
adult; $3/student/senior. 703-2125183.
Historic Candlelight Tour. Four of
Old Town Alexandria’s historic sites
will welcome guests and open their
doors from 5-9 p.m. for the festive

G

Historic Alexandria Candlelight Tour
program. Ticket prices are $20 for
adult, $15 for seniors and $5 for
children ages 6-17. 703-838-4242.
Tickets for this event can also be
purchased on-line at
www.HistoricAlexandria.org.
Civil War Christmas Celebration.
Fort Ward Museum is holding its
annual Camp Open House from
noon-4 p.m. There will be live
history, music of the period,
decorations, tours and refreshments.
Suggested donation. A highlight of
the program will be a Civil War-era
Santa Claus, dressed according to a
wartime image made popular by
Thomas Nast. Fort Ward Museum
and Historic Site is located at 4301
W. Braddock Road in Alexandria.
703-838-4848.
Mount Vernon by Candlelight.
Learn about the Washington’s
Christmas traditions, meet historic
characters and tour the home by
candlelight, including the rarely seen
third floor from 5-8 p.m. at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate &
Gardens. Visit
www.mountvernon.org or call 703780-2000 for cost information.
Plantation Christmas. 6:30-9:30
p.m. at Gunston Hall, 10709 Gunston
Road. Take candlelight mansion
tours, horse-drawn carriage rides,
music and food samples. $14/adult;
$7/children. 703-550-9220. Visit
www.GunstonHall.org.
Holiday Dinner. Seatings available at
4:30 p.m., 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. at
Gunston Hall, 10709 Gunston Road.
Holiday dinner includes the
traditional fare. $39.95/adult and
children ages 11 and up. $19.95/
children ages 6-10. Price includes
admission to “Plantation Christmas.”
Reservations required, 703-5509220. Visit www.GunstonHall.org.
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Fine Dining Since 1785

Holiday Open House. Noon-3 p.m. at
The Hermitage, 5000 Fairbanks Ave.
Celebrate the holidays with tree
trimming, caroling, special
entertainment and refreshments.
RSVP by Dec. 4. 703-797-3815.
Kwanzaa Workshop. 11 a.m.-12:30
p.m. at the Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St. Do crafts
and play games to learn about
Kwanzaa. Free. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org or 703838-4356.
Pancakes with Santa. 8-11 a.m. at
Mount Vernon High School. $7/
person and proceeds benefit MVHS
class of 2009. E-mail
terence.donohue@fcps.edu for more.
Craft Sale. 9 a.m.-noon at Heritage
Presbyterian Church, 8503 Fort Hunt
Road. Proceeds benefit the women’s
outreach programs. 703-360-9546.
Winter Solstice Cultural Fest. 5:309 p.m. at Convergence, 1801 N.
Quaker Lane. See works by 30 artists,
browse gifts and more. Free. Visit
www.convergenceccf.net for more.
Family Christmas Tea. 1-3 p.m. at
Green Spring, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Hear stories by Margaret
Chatham. $25/person. 703-9417987.
Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Bishop Ireton High School, 201
Cambridge Road. $5/adult; $3/
student, senior. Hear music by the
concert band, wind ensemble and
more. 703-212-5162.
Holiday Performance. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
at Historic Alexandria History Center,
101 N. Union St. Charlotte, enslaved
seamstress to Martha Washington,
will talk about her life. Free. 703706-5262.
Solstice Cultural Fest. 5:30-9 p.m. at
Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker Lane.
Free. RSVP to 301-693-1346. See
artwork, music and more.
Things That Go Storytime. 11 a.m.
at Hooray for Books, 1555 King St.
Children ages 2 and up can learn
about things that move. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-5484092.
Author Reading. 2 p.m. at Hooray for
Books, 1555 King St. Marc Nobleman
will read from “Boys of Steel.” Free.
Visit www.hooray4books.com or 703548-4092.
Christmas Concert. 8 p.m. at
Aldersgate Church, 1301
Collingwood Road. Hear “Gloria” by
the adult choirs and the Alexandria
Choral Society. $15/adult donation.
Visit www.aldersgate.net or 703-7656555.
Theater Performance. 7 p.m. at
Thomas Jefferson High School, 6560
Braddock Road. Watch “Oklahoma.”
$10/person.
Saturday Stories. 10:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. All
ages. Registration required, 703-5195900 ext. 4.

SUNDAY/DEC. 14

New Years Eve Dinner
5 Course Dinner @ $65.00 per person
(+ tax & gratuity)

Seating Times 6 PM or 8:30 PM
Call For Reservations
Order your Gadsby’s Orange Date Nut Cakes Now.
We ship anywhere in the USA.

138 N. Royal St., Alexandria
(703) 548-1288
www.gadsbystavernrestaurant.com

Art Exhibit. See artwork by Yuri
Kokoyanin at The von Brahler Ltd./
Gallery, 1437 Powhatan St., from 11
a.m.-3 p.m. Call for weekday hours,
703-798-8686. Free.
Holiday Open House. Noon-2 p.m. at
Sherwood Regional Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Free. Hear
music by the Harmony Heritage
Singers. 703-765-3645.
Wild for Winter Waterfowl. 11:30
a.m. at Mason Neck, 7301 High Point
Road. Observe swans, ducks and
more. Free. 703-339-2385.
Majestic Eagles. 5 p.m. at Mason
Neck, 7301 High Point Road. Look
for bald eagles while learning about
them. Free. 703-339-2385.
Wintering Animals. 1 p.m. at Mason
Neck, 7301 High Point Road. Visit
some animals that live in the park.
Free. 703-339-2385.
Music Performance. 3:30 p.m. at

See Calendar, Page 23
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Alfred Street Baptist Church, 301 S.
Alfred St. The Alexandria Symphony
Orchestra and choirs will perform
Duke Ellington’s jazz band
arrangement of “The Nutcracker.”
$25/person. Visit www.alexsym.org
or 703-548-0885.
‘Tis the Season. 3 p.m. at Aldersgate
United Methodist Church, 1301
Collingwood Road. Hear music by
the Alexandria Choral Society and
Aldersgate choirs. Free. Visit
www.alexchoralsociety.org or 703548-4734.
Holiday Music. 2 p.m. at Market
Square, 301 King St. Hear the
Alexandria Harmonizers and the St.
Matthews United Methodist Church
Youth Handbell Choir. Free. 703-8834686.
Holiday Open House. Noon at
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. All ages can enjoy a
performance by Harmony Heritage
Singers. Free. 703-765-3645.
Bridge Club. 4 p.m. at Sherwood
Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane.
Teens and adults can learn how to
play. Free. 703-765-3645.
Tree Lighting. 6:15 p.m. at the King
Street Garden Park, across from the
King Street metro. Enjoy a tree
lighting, caroling, hot cider, cookies
and a special guest. Free.
High School Christmas
Performance. Bishop Ireton
Christmas Concert featuring students
performing at 2 p.m. in the Garwood
Whaley Auditorium, 201 Cambridge
Road, Alexandria. Features special
guests. Free. 703-212-5183.
Holiday Performance. The Asaph
Ensemble will be performing their
Christmas performance at 4 p.m. at
the Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St. in
Alexandria. Tickets $15/adult; $10/
children and seniors. For more
information call 703-368-1812.
Holiday Performance. The
Alexandria Choral Society will
perform at 4 p.m. at Westminster
Presbyterian Church, 2701 Cameron
Mills Road. Features music by the
adult and children’s choir and more.
$20/adult; $15/senior and children.
Visit www.alexchoralsociety.org or
703-548-4734 ext. 2.
Christmas Candlelight Service. 6
p.m. Alexandria Presbyterian Church,
2405 Russell Road, will hold its
annual Christmas Candlelight Service
with choirs and instrumentalists, the
Belmont Brass, and carol singing by
candlelight. A reception will follow.
For information, call 703-683-3348
or visit www.alexandriapres.org.
Children’s Holiday Concert. 3:30
p.m. at Alfred Street Baptist Church,
301 S. Alfred St. $25/person. Hear
music by the Alexandria Symphony
Orchestra. 703-548-0885.
Mount Vernon by Candlelight.
Learn about the Washington’s
Christmas traditions, meet historic
characters and tour the home by
candlelight, including the rarely seen
third floor from 5-8 p.m. at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate &
Gardens. Visit
www.mountvernon.org or call 703780-2000 for cost information.
Holiday Tea at Woodlawn. Enjoy a
special blend of tea and period
confections while learning about tea
customs of the early 19th century
and then take a tour of the house.
Noon and 2 p.m. $25/tea or $30/
including tour. Reservations
required. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or call 703780-4000 ext. 27.
Kissing Ball Demonstrations. 1-4
p.m. at Lee Fendall House, 101 N.
Union St. Learn how to make one.
Donations suggested.
Opening Reception. 2-4 p.m., see a
nature photography show at Huntley
Meadows, 3701 Lockheed Blvd.

Just in time for your Gift Giving …
Kiskadee is pleased to announce the arrival of

Offering apparel, totes, ties, belts, boxers &
collegiate gear for men, women & kids!

Kiskadee Holiday Events
Shop Del Ray Night!
Thursday December 18th ~ 6 until 8 pm
Serving up Holiday Cheer AND
a 20% discount on apparel!
Ladies – come by and create a wish list!

Meg Carter Designs Trunk Show
Thursday night, December 18th • 6 until 8 pm
Friday, December 19th • 10 until 5 pm
Free gift from Meg with purchase of her jewelry!

kiskadee
2205 Mt Vernon Ave ~ Del Ray
703.549.0813
Tues – Sat: 10 am - 5 pm
Sunday Noon - 5 pm
Thursday nights until 8 pm
Closed on Monday

Come Taste the Difference
Bradlee Shopping Center
3690J King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

703.820.8600
www.unwinedva.com
Open 7 Days a Week
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday 12-5 p.m.

SPARKLING WINES OF THE WORLD CLASS
Sunday December 14th, 5:30pm
Join UNWINED and certified wine educator, Jason
Whiteside for a sit-down presentation on a subject
that makes everyone smile, BUBBLY! We’ll focus on
the many shades and styles of Sparkling Wines,
including an evaluation of grower Champagne and
their regional differences.
Admission is $35. Call to reserve your seat.

See Calendar, Page 28
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The County Line

White Out

While nearly one-third of the county is not
white, 95 percent of its elected officials are.
Fairfax Minority
Elected Officials:

By Julia O’Donoghue
The Gazette

hen he is sworn in on Jan.
20, President-elect Barack
Obama will be the first African American to hold that
office. He will also boost the number of
people of color who represent Fairfax
County by 25 percent.
Only four of Fairfax County’s 80 current
elected representatives, from United States
President to Northern Virginia Soil and
Water board members, are not white. None
are Hispanic or Latino.
According to the 2006 U.S. Census, about
40 percent of Fairfax County defines itself
as members of racial or ethnic minority
groups.
Fairfax County Public Schools is a “majority minority” system, with white students
making up just 48 percent of the total student population in 2008.

W

Photo by Robbie Hammer/The Gazette

When Barack Obama, shown here at Robinson Secondary School in
Fairfax in July, takes office as President, he will increase the current
minority representation of Fairfax County by 25 percent.

YET FAIRFAX COUNTY’S representatives
hardly reflect the county’s multi-ethnic and
multi-racial make up. While nearly onethird of the county is not white, 95 percent
of its elected officials are.
Until Obama takes office, none of Fairfax
County’s elected official at the federal level
is a member of a minority group. Every person that represents Fairfax County in the
state government, including the Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, six Tina Hone
Ilryong Moon
state Senators and 16 members House of
Delegates members, is white.
“I know fully that one does not have to be a
At the local government level, Supervi- minority to understand and be passionate
sor Cathy Hudgins (D-Hunter Mill), who is about issues that affect minorities. … [But]
African American, is the only person of 10 I am someone who actually believes a govsitting on the county board that is not white. ernment should reflect the diversity of the
Elected in 2003, Hudgins is the first Afri- electorate.”
can American and non-white person elected
“Especially for something like the school
to the Board of Supervisors.
board, it is important to have various points
Ilryong Moon, Korean American, and Tina of view represented on the board,” said Bob
Hone, who is biracial,
Frye, an African Ameriare both at-large memcan elected to Fairfax
bers on the 12-member
school board in 1995.
Fairfax County School
“Having people from diBoard.
verse backgrounds and
George Lovelace, who
occupations helped.”
is African American, sits
Elected officials also
on the Vienna’s town
run the risk of leaving
council. He is the only
minority communities
non-white elected repreisolated or disenfransentative out of 20 in the
chised when the political
county’s three town govleadership fails to reflect
ernments of Vienna,
the electorate.
Herndon and Clifton.
“Such imbalance does
“The richness of
— Cathy Hudgins, not help garnering supFairfax County is its diBoard of Supervisors port and buy-in from the
versity and, when you
under represented comlook across the room,
munities for policies set
you don’t see that diversity across the lead- by the political leaders,” said Moon. “Such
ership,” said Hudgins.
imbalances also miss opportunities to tap
From 2004 to 2007, just three of the 80 resources and talents that minority candipeople holding public office in Fairfax dates and communities can provide.”
County – 3.75 percent overall – were not
white.
THERE ARE different theories as to why
“It is one of the reasons I ran,” said Hone Fairfax County’s political leadership does
about the lack of racial and ethnic diversity not reflect the county’s population.
among Fairfax County’s political leadership.
Some say Fairfax County’s minority com-

“The richness of
Fairfax County is its
diversity and, when
you look across the
room, you don’t see
that diversity across
the leadership.”
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Cathy Hudgins

George Lovelace

George Lovelace: Town of Vienna Council
(1982-1996, 2003- present); House of Delegates
(1997-1999)
Bob Frye: Fairfax County School Board, At-large
(1996-2003)
Ernestine Heastie: Fairfax County School Board,
Providence District (1996-2003)
Ilryong Moon: Fairfax County School Board,
Braddock District (1996-1999); Fairfax County
School Board, At-large (2004-present)
Isis Castro: Fairfax County School Board, Mount
Vernon District (2000-2003)
Rita Thompson: Fairfax County School Board,
At-large (2000-2003)
Cathy Hudgins: Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors, Hunter Mill (2004-present)
Tina Hone: Fairfax County School Board, At-large
(2008-present)
Barack Obama: United States President (takes
office 2009)

New immigrants may also have a hard
time understanding the political process in
the United States or have had negative experiences with government officials in their
home country.
“Many minority communities have not
been in Fairfax long enough to learn and
become comfortable with the American
political process. Some communities have
also traditionally shunned politics due to
their own cultural and historical experiences,” said Moon, who moved to Northern Virginia from Korea in high school.
“In addition to candidate recruiting, more
education on our political process needs to
be provided to communities,” he said.

munities have grown fairly recently and are
still trying to grow roots establish themselves.
According to the U.S. Census, Fairfax was
81.3 percent white in 1990. By 2006, the
county population was 67.9 percent white.
“When you compare
[Northern] Virginia to
the rest of the United
States, our communities
are still very young,” said
Isis Castro, a former
county school board
member.

MANY CANDIDATES don’t believe people
of color really need “majority minority” districts to get elected in Fairfax County. Every minority elected official in Fairfax
County was chosen by a majority white electorate. County voters
seem willing to look past
race when voting.
When
Ernestine
Heastie was elected
Providence’s representative on the school board
in 1995, the district had
one of the smallest AfriMANY OF the new resican American populadents who make up
tions, just 5.2 percent, of
Fairfax’s fastest growing
any in the county. Accordminority communities,
ing to 2006 census data,
Asian and Hispanic, are
the Hunter Mill district,
— George Lovelace, which Hudgins reprealso immigrants. About
Vienna Town Council sents, is just 6.2 percent
27 percent of Fairfax residents are foreign born
African American and
and 32 percent speak a language other than nearly 70 percent white.
English in their homes, according to 2006
“I think if a person of color runs for office
census data.
in Northern Virginia, I think they are choThe language barrier can make it very dif- sen based on what they bring to the table,”
ficult for minority communities to get in- said Lovelace, the Vienna Town
volved in politics and could also explain Councilmember. “I am not naive enough to
why certain groups have lagged in repre- think that color doesn’t matter but a persentation. “If you come here, you have to son of color would get a fair look in Northlearn the language first, become successful ern Virginia.”
and get involved in your community before
you can move on to politics. That can take FAIRFAX COUNTY has a deficit of minortime,” said Castro, who was a refugee from ity elected officials not because people of
See Little Diversity, Page 26
Cuba, moving to Florida as a child.

“I am not naive
enough to think
that color doesn’t
matter but a person
of color would get a
fair look in
Northern Virginia.”
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The County Line

Little Diversity in County Leadership
From Page 24

Northern Virginia’s Minority Populations

color can’t get elected but because of a deficit of minority candidates.
“There have not been enough minority
candidates running for public office,” said
Moon. “The political parties need to do a
much better job of reaching out to minority communities to recruit, encourage,
groom and train more minority candidates.”
Mexican American and Republican activist Laura Varamirez Drain agreed with
Moon. The Reston resident was focused on
national politics this past fall as national
co-chair of Latinas for McCain and Virginia’s
only Hispanic delegate to the Republican
National Convention in early September.
But she says she will direct more of her attention to local politics now. “Fairfax is a
very diverse community and we are not well
represented. I think we have to do a better
job of running for positions,” said Drain.

This information is based on U.S. Census data for 2000 and 2006, depending on which
data is available for the locality. The numbers given are percentages.

SCOTT SUROVELL hopes to increase minority participation in the Fairfax County
Democratic Committee as the organization’s
current president.
“I think candidates will come from that,”
he said. The local Democrats are trying to
have more of a presence at ethnic community events and fairs. Surovell said party officials are also reaching out more to the ethnic media.
The party’s information piece for public
schools’ Back–to-School Night was printed
in four different languages this year. Fairfax
County Democrats are also working toward
offering their “sample ballots” in several languages.
Surovell added that
the amount of money
and time it takes to run
for office is also a barrier. “A lot of people
simply can’t afford to
make the jump [to
elected office],” he
said.

City of Alexandria
Arlington County
City of Fairfax
Fairfax County
Loudoun County
Virginia
United States

White
66.4
71
72.9
67.9
72
70.5
73.9

Asian/
Pacific Islander
5.3
8.9
12.2
15.8
13.1
4.8
4.4

Hispanic
13
15.8
13.6
12.9
9.7
6.2
14.8

Black
20.9
8.7
5.1
9.5
7.6
19.6
12.4

This information is given in percentages and based on data from the 2000 U.S. Census.
Braddock
Dranesville
Hunter Mill
Lee
Mason
Mount Vernon
Providence
Springfield
Sully

Asian/
Pacific Islander
16.1
11.3
11.1
11.8
15.7
5.6
18
12.6
13.9

from a minority community or not, he said.
“It is getting harder and harder to get
people to run for office. It is has gotten more
expensive and time consuming so people
are less inclined to do it. You essentially
have to be wealthy or in a situation where
you don’t have to work,” said Hyland.
“There are lots of good people I would love
to run for office and they say they like being active in the party but they are not sure
they want to quit their job, raise money and
get pummeled by the press,” he added.
Several people who currently hold and
previously held elected office agreed the
running for election is
an intimidating task.
“It appears to be an
awesome venture to do
something like that.
The person either has to
have the resources or
the ability to raise the
resources,” said Frye.
For minority candiMOST of Fairfax
dates, role models and
County’s
minority
mentors are also few
elected officials have
and far between.
been affiliated with the
“That fact that there
Democratic
Party,
are not many minority
though Rita Thompson,
elected officials itself is
a former school board
— Ilryong Moon, not encouraging to any
member, was a RepubFairfax school board minority who may be
lican. The Republican
considering a run,” said
Party also ran Vellie Dietrich Hall, a Filipino Moon.
American, unsuccessfully for Mason District
Time and money are major reasons that
supervisor in 2007.
minorities in particular do not run for of“In my opinion, we have a very diverse fice, according to several current and former
Republican Party. We have a lot of people minority representatives.
participating from very different back“Being on the school board pays $12,000
grounds. Our party vice chair is Korean and per year and it is a matter of people who
the head of the Mason District Republican can do it. In my case, I was retired so I knew
Committee is African American. … But all I would have a pension coming in,” said
that hasn’t translated into candidates and Heastie, former school board member.
candidates getting elected,” said Jim
The average household income of Asian,
Hyland, recent head of the Fairfax County African American or Hispanic households
Republican Party.
in Fairfax significantly lower than it is for
The local Republicans have a hard time their white counterparts, indicating that
recruiting candidates, whether they are people from minority communities may

“The political parties
need to do a much
better job of reaching
out to minority
communities to
recruit, encourage,
groom and train more
minority candidates.”
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Hispanic
9
9.7
8.3
14.9
23.5
9.1
13.3
6.1
6.6

The Asian and Hispanic communities – Fairfax County’s two largest
minority groups -- are underrepresented in the Fairfax County government.
The following information is provided by
the U.S. Census and Fairfax County goverment.

Overall Population

County Employees

County Senior Management

Fairfax County’s Minority Communities
by Magisterial District:
White
71.2
75.6
69.9
59.1
58.1
68
67.2
77
74.7

Fairfax County Government
Employees By Race/Ethnicity

Black
5.6
4.2
6.7
17.7
9.1
18.5
5.2
5.3
6.1

Fairfax County Public Schools
Employees by Race/Ethnicity
Fairfax Count Public Schools is a majority minority system, where
white students make up less than half of the school population. But Fairfax
County’s teaching core and administrators are still overwhelmingly white.

Student Population

Teachers

School administrators

have less financial flexibility to run.
“For people who have kids it is just very
Nonschool administrators
difficult to give up the time and the money,”
said Hone, current school board member.
She added that people of color are more
likely to have grown up poor or working
class and giving up the luxury of free space White
Asian
Hispanic
Black
in their schedule or extra money can be par- (Non-Hispanic)
ticularly hard because they have never had
that flexibility before.
Though students in Fairfax public schools
“It was hard to give up time and that ex- are only 48 percent white, 84 percent of its
tra financial security because I had never teachers are white. About seven percent of
had it growing up. If I have extra time and teachers are African American, three perextra money, do I give it to politics or my cent are Hispanic and four percent are
family?” Hone said.
Asian.
The local Democratic Party expects its
candidates to be active in the community IN TERMS OF elected officials, Obama
and local politics for years before they at- could prove inspiration for other people
tempt to run for office so energy and finan- from minority communities who might
cial investment can be a long one that some want to run for public office.
people can’t make.
“The Obama camStill, Hudgins, on the
paign did a lot to bring
Board of Supervisors, said
people in that we have
the way to cultivate and
not seen before. I am
encourage minority leadhoping that it will have
ers is to get them involved
a lasting impact,” said
in community and county
Surovell of the local
leadership.
Democrats.
As a supervisor, Hudgins
Several of the people
tries to make sure her apof color who have been
pointments to commis— Martina Hone, elected to office said
sions, boards and authoriFairfax school board they were inspired by
ties include people from an
previous campaigns.
array of backgrounds.
“I reflected on the success Doug Wilder
“Most people in serving in elected office had running for Governor. I had been an
in Fairfax County today have been involved appointed school board member so I
in some part of county government as citi- thought I would try to run and I was suczen activists,” said Hudgins.
cessful,” said Frye of his decision to become
a candidate for school board.
HUDGINS also emphasized the importance
Hudgins said she and others were inspired
of having a diverse county workforce, par- by Jesse Jackson’s run for the U.S. presiticularly among the civil servant leadership. dency in 1984 and 1988. Jackson won the
Currently, about 65 percent of county em- Virginia Democratic primary in 1988.
ployees, excluding those in the school sys“There was a ground swell, particularly
tem, are white. Senior management in after ’88, of folks who started running for
county government, however, is 82 percent office. When you are not seeing your face
white, 12 percent African American, two in a leadership role, it takes a bit more efpercent Asian and four percent Hispanic.
fort to say ‘I can make that move,’” she said.

“I am someone who
actually believes a
government should
reflect the diversity
of the electorate.”

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Mount Vernon Gazette ❖ December 11-17, 2008 ❖ 27

Calendar
From Page 23
through Feb. 28. All pictures were taken
at the park. Free. 703-768-2525.
Music Performance. 3:30 p.m. at
Alfred Street Baptist Church, 301 S.
Alfred St. Hear music by the
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra.
$25/person. Visit www.alexsym.org
or 703-548-0885.
Music Performance. Noon-6 p.m. at
Historic Alexandria History Center,
101 N. Union St. Stephen Christoff
will play early American music on an
octave mandolin and other
instruments. Free. 703-706-5262.
Global Rhyme Workshop. 11:30
a.m. or 2 p.m. at Hooray for Books,
1555 King St. Construct a storybook.
Materials fee. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-5484092 to reserve a spot.
Christmas Concert. 3 p.m. at
Aldersgate Church, 1301
Collingwood Road. Hear “Gloria” by
the adult choirs and the Alexandria
Choral Society. $15/adult donation.
Visit www.aldersgate.net or 703-7656555.
Theater Performance. 2 p.m. at
Thomas Jefferson High School, 6560
Braddock Road. Watch “Oklahoma.”
$10/person.
Advent Lessons and Carols. 4 p.m.
at Washington Street United
Methodist Church, 115 S.
Washington St. Hear music by the
Chancel Choir, bell choir and more.
Free. Visit www.wsumc.com or 703836-4324.

MONDAY/DEC. 15
Small Wonders. 10:30 a.m. at
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Children ages 12-24
months can enjoy fingerplays, songs
and more. Free. 703-765-3645.
Early Reader Book Discussion.

Warmer Beach Waters Worth the Drive
Explore golf passion at more than 100 courses

Drive couple hours south of Outer Banks and discover ocean breezes and
soothing golf for months longer at quiet, quaint Sunset Beach, NC, located
just across the state line and 30 minute drive time from airport in busy
Myrtle Beach, SC. Furnished 3 or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. Newly remodeled, bright and airy single family, beach island home on a secluded area
of the island surrounded by views of the canal, marsh and ocean inlet. Sit
on one of the newly built front porches (1 screened) and capture a gorgeous sunrise with your morning coffee or unwind with friends in the evening on the back deck and experience stunning sunset views.

Whether looking for an investment property with excellent
rental history, a vacation home on an unique island,
or a little bit of both, this is the house for you.

Call Carly or David, 336-282-1870
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3:30 p.m. at John Marshall Library,
6209 Rose Hill Drive. Children ages
6-8 can take part in activities. Call for
title. Free. Registration required,
703-971-0010.
Book Discussion. 7 p.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Discuss “Desert Queen” by Jane
Wallach. Free. 703-838-4566.

TUESDAY/DEC. 16
Put On a Sweater. 10:30 a.m. at
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Children ages
13-23 months can enjoy stories and
activities. Free. Registration required,
703-339-4610.
Mother-Daughter Book Group. 7
p.m. at John Marshall Library, 6209
Rose Hill Drive. Ages 9-11 call for
title. Free. 703-971-0010.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 17
Noonday Noel. 12:05 p.m. at The Old
Presbyterian Meeting House, 323 S.
Fairfax St. Hear music sung by the
Potomac River Chorale. Free. Visit
www.opmh.org or 703-549-6670.
Followed by lunch for $5.
Small Wonders. 10:15 a.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Children ages 13-23 months
can enjoy stories, fingerplays and
more. Free. Registration required,
703-971-0010.
Book Discussion. 7:15 p.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Adults call for title. Free. 703971-0010.
Holiday Music Performance. West
Potomac High School Chorus and
Orchestra will present “Messiah” at
6:30 p.m. in the Springbank
Auditorium, 6500 Quander Road.
Other holiday favorites will be
performed. $5/person.

Sisters in Crime. 7 p.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Authors such as Donna Andrews,
Meriah Crawford and others will
read. Free. 703-838-4566.

THURSDAY/DEC. 18
Stories and Science. 4 p.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Children ages 4-6 can enjoy
experiments, stories and more. Free.
Registration required, 703-971-0010.
Music Performance. Hear music by
Douglas A. Beck at noon at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 218 S. Pitt St.
Free.
Musical Soiree. 6 p.m. at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. Hear music
by Emily Bentgen and more. Free.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org for
more.
Books Discussion. 7 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Discus “The
End and the Beginning,” “Hatred,”
and “Reality Demands” in “Poems,
New and Collected” by Wislawa
Szymborska. Free. 703-931-3559.

FRIDAY/DEC. 19
Fashion Show and Luncheon. 11
a.m. at River Farm. See designs by
students from Art Institute of
Washington. Pieces will be auctioned
off. Reservations required, 703-7685700 ext. 114.
Holiday Performance. 7 p.m. at
Market Square, 301 King St. Thomas
Jefferson High School Choral
Department gives choral performance
and then go caroling. Free.
Lunch Bunch. Noon at John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive.
Children up to age 5 can enjoy
stories. Free. Registration required,
703-971-0010.

Photo
Galleries
Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
graduations,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evaluation, available for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com
Click on
“Photo Gallery”
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

Help Your Child Do
New Home for Warriors Better in School!
From Page 7

where the housing is located,”
said First Sgt. Johnnie Bryant,
Warrior Transition Unit, Ft.
Belvoir.
Each single occupancy unit is
specifically designed to suit the
needs of the transitioning soldier.
Complementing the unit’s floor
plan, each contains new furniture
consisting of a desk, bookcases,
night tables, table and chairs and
a two-person couch. They are also
provided with a computer and flat
screen television.
Private bathrooms are equipped
with grab bars and new fixtures.
Air conditioning/heating units
have been installed in the rooms
and hallways. Each room has its
own air purification system designed to reduce the growth of
mold.
All units have fully equipped
kitchens with tile floor, ceiling fan,
refrigerator, stove and microwave
oven. In addition to the standard
64 renovated units, three are being converted to comply with the
Americans With Disabilities Act.
These will include ramp access
and a laundry area to comply with
ADA specifications.

Make this your child’s
best school year EVER!
When it comes to helping kids with the new school year, no
one does it better than Huntington. If your child struggles
with homework, can’t keep up with new classwork, or just
wants to get ahead, call us. We can help. We can diagnose
what is keeping your child from being his or her best and
create a program of instruction tailored to his or her need.
Just a few hours a week can improve your child’s skills,
confidence, and motivation.

Reading, Writing, Math,
Study Skills, SAT Prep
Spec. William Swift, an Iraq
War veteran, enjoys his
new accommodations in
the recently renovated
Warrior In Transition
housing on Fort Belvoir.
flat screen television.
When the entire $21 million
Warrior In Transition project is
complete in 2011, Ft. Belvoir is
expected to have 276 “Wounded
Warrior” units. Presently there are
50 warriors in transition assigned
to Ft. Belvoir, according to personnel records.

TWO OF THE FIRST occupants, TO ACCOMMODATE the more
Spec. Brandon Baptiste and Spec. severely wounded returning solWilliam Swift have nothing but diers, some units are wheelchair
praise for their new digs. “These accessible. Cabinetry and sinks are
new quarters are really nice,” said
lower in
Baptiste, a
both the
native of
kitchen
Northern
and bathVi r g i n i a ,
r o o m ,
who had
— Col. Charles Callahan, commander, bathrooms
been in
DeWitt Army Community Hospital are larger
the Army
for wheelfor two years when he was diag- chair mobility and maneuverabilnosed with hodgkin lymphoma ity, light switches and doorways
cancer on his birthday this past are wheelchair friendly, to menspring. He is now in remission and tion only a few of the accommoexpects to make the military his dations built into the new units.
career.
Following the official ribbonSwift suffered a traumatic brain cutting ceremony, Ft. Belvoir Indisorder after returning from Iraq. stallation Commander Col. Jerry
He was taking calisthenics one Blixt and Command Sgt. Maj.
morning when he went into a sei- Allison Smith presented a plaque
zure without warning. That was of appreciation to Capt. Eduardo
followed by a stroke, according to Moten and First Sgt. Johnnie
his doctors.
Bryant, both of the Ft. Belvoir
A native of Garden City, Mich., Warrior Transition Unit, for their
Swift, an avid ice hockey fan, had work on bringing this project to
been home from Iraq for three fruition.
months when his brain incident
The buildings in the Warrior In
occurred. He is working through Transition program were conhis medical challenge and hoping structed in 1975. They were last
to return to full military status.
renovated in 1999/2000. The
As for the new housing, “This is WTU renovation commenced in
sure more spacious than what I November 2007.
was used to before. And. it’s a lot
Overseeing the WTU renovation
nicer to come home to a place project has been Patricia A. Seawhere I can enjoy some television man, manager, Barracks Housing,
and have a desk to work — not Ft. Belvoir. “It is my job to keep
just sit and stare at the walls and our soldiers in the best living enworry,” he said seated near his new vironment. And, that’s what I will

“We did not anticipate the
casualties of this war.”

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

do,” she said.

50% OFF

DIAGNOST
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/0 8

Your child can learn.

Springfield
Burke, Fairfax Station

Alexandria
Mt. Vernon, Lorton

703-451-4466

703-541-2211

Open Monday - Thursday & Weekends

Independently
owned and operated.

Mention this ad and

GET 50% OFF DIAGNOSTIC TEST
Hurry, offer ends December 30, 2008!

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church
“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

703-953-2854

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854
ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343
CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404
CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222
BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565
SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239
VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370
CHURCHES-BRETHREN
GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084
BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122
CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725

(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 www.gs-cc.org
Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

Weekdays

To Highlight Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100
CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029
FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003
NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112
ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST
ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510
ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670
HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
CHURCH OF CHRIST
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083 WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766
CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949
CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555
BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406
DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST
CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
CHURCH...703-836-7332
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003
CHURCH…..703-751-4666
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608
WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
METHODEST...703-780-4696
SYNOD…703-549-0155
WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950
CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507
SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM
CONGREGATION…703-998-6460
SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF
ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774
SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW
CONGREGATION…703-370-9400
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891
COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545
BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577
SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427
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Wal Mart for Kings Crossing?
However, SBCA eventually became a vocal supporter
From Page 1
of a more residentially tilted development plan with
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors meeting.
In their joint Board Matter, Hyland and McKay continued emphasis on upscale retail/restaurant ocannounced that the owner of the Kings Crossing site, cupants.
Over the course of the last four years the site has
JBG Rosenfeld, has decided “to permanently abandon the community’s long sought after plans to re- been reconfigured a variety of times, the mixed use
vitalize the site and cut off discussions with adja- percentages have varied, and other parcels have been
cent property owners. Instead, JBG Rosenfeld de- added theoretically to the original acreage to make
sires to extend a lease with ... Chuck-E-Cheese, and it more viable from a development perspective. Then
offer a lease in the remaining 80,000-square-foot came the national economic slump and housing
section of the existing building to Wal Mart for a crunch.
Archon sold the property to JPI. They, in turn sold
Supercenter.”
The Board Matter directed the zoning administra- it to JBG Rosenfeld, who had partnered with them
prior to JPI withdrawing from
tor and Office of the County
the project. JBG Rosenfeld
Attorney “to review the buildbrought in a final development
ing plans and permits, espeplan in April 2008. It portrayed
cially in light of our big box
the by-right development of the
ordinance, and determine if the
existing large structure plus the
use requires a special exception
eventual addition of some
or other zoning review.” It also
smaller retail/business strucrequested that “staff evaluate
tured closer to Richmond Highand recommend other courses
way with upgraded landscapof action to attempt to have the
— Supervisors Gerald Hyland and ing.
property developed as enviJeff McKay in their statement
sioned in the Comprehensive
THROUGH IT ALL, the potenPlan.”
As the two supervisors noted, JBG Rosenfeld’s tial to just reinvigorate the site as it originally explans for the existing Chuck-E-Cheese and the fu- isted with several large merchandisers remained “byture Wal Mart SuperCenter “cannot be marketed as right.” That is now what is intended by JBG Rosenfeld,
revitalization.” This turn of events “kills the according to Krista Carlson Di Iaconi, vice president,
community’s vision of the site for another hundred JBG Rosenfeld.
“The overall footprint of the existing building will
years,” they stated.
“The sea of asphalt will continue to erode an al- not change under this present plan. Chuck-E-Cheese
ready damaged Quander Brook. Trucks, not far from will move to the north end of the building and gain
a residential community, will load and unload daily. 2,000 square feet from its present 13,000 square feet,”
More cars will traverse our clogged roadways in a she said during a phone interview on Tuesday.
“Their lease will be extended for 10 years with
place where a rail station is planned,” the supervioptions to extend further at their discretion. Their
sors told their colleagues.
“The property owner claims that they cannot ob- new space will be totally redesigned and upgraded.
tain financing nor find other retail leases in the cur- The 10,000-square-feet space next to them has not
rent economic climate to build a mixed use project. yet been leased,” Di Iaconi said.
“We are also in negotiations with Wal Mart for the
This project is the lowest common denominator and
deserves scrutiny. Its construction is a death knell to large area on the south end of the existing building.
That is where they intend to put in their new
Kings Crossing,” Hyland and McKay wrote.
As noted in their Board Matter, the Board of Su- SuperCenter. That space will come in under the
pervisors has added more tools to the county’s revi- 80,000-square-feet big box requirements,” she said.
“We anticipate that lease to be for 20 years with
talization toolbox over the past several years “by
extending tax credits for developers who build mixed 20- and 30-year extension options, again at their disuse projects in revitalization zones and approving cretion. None of this involves zoning, only building
principles for Community Development Authorities permits,” she said.
“The Wal Mart that is planned is entirely different
which would allow developers to borrow against
property improvements to offset the cost of devel- than what
people normally envision when they think of a Wal
opment.”
Mart. It will be primarily an upscale, full service groHOWEVER, from the beginning of potential devel- cery store with some general merchandise,” accordopment discussions for the site, then owned by Texas- ing to Di Iaconi.
“This store will carry the grocery products you find
based Archon Corporation, there was always the
potential for “by-right” development. This would in Whole Foods and other stores of that nature. They
require no zoning involvement for potential uses of only have one other such store at this time out in the
the existing site subject only to building permit re- Front Royal area. It’s a whole new concept for Wal
Mart,” she said.
quirements.
There will be a new facade for all the retail entities
In those initial discussions JPI Development of
Vienna, Va., had proposed a mixed use for the site with eventual landscaping improvements for the enthat was heavily weighted on residential. That tire site. JBG Rosenfeld outlined their proposal to the
proved to be a deal-breaker with not only Hyland county last week, according to Di Iaconi.
“When we get closer to developing the small rebut also the Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation, the Mount Vernon Council of Citizens Asso- tail/business entities nearer Richmond Highway is
ciations, and the Spring Bank Community Associa- when we will need additional site plans. We expect
tion. All wanted a mixed use with no more than 50 that to happen in the first quarter of 2009,” she said.
“This entire plan will be a definite economic impercent residential.
The Council was pushing for a 70/30 split with provement for the site. It is actually much more ecothe lesser being residential. The opposing parties nomically viable than JPI’s original residential plan
were also calling for more upscale retail occupants. had it gone ahead,” Di Iaconi said.

“This kills the
community’s vision of
the site for another
hundred years.”
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Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Mark Giannotto
703-917-6409 or mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com

A Major Balancing Act
Mount Vernon starts
season 2-2, defeats
rival West Potomac.

West Potomac
Regroups

By Mark Giannotto
The Gazette

t first glance, it would appear the Mount Vernon
boy’s basketball team had
gone through an entire
season’s worth of emotions, surprising considering the 2008-09 campaign is little more than a week old
now.
Already having to deal with the loss
of 2008 National District Player of the
Year Marquel De Lancey and a late
start to practice thanks to the Mount
Vernon football team’s playoff run this
fall, the Majors have endured through
several tests and emerged looking like
a force to be reckoned with — even if
their record indicates otherwise.

“Last year we had
Marquel, but this year
everybody is stepping up.”
— Mount Vernon senior Derek Pruitt
In just the year’s first four games,
Mount Vernon has scored more than
70 points twice, gone to rival West

Photo by Richard Maple

A

Senior guard Derek Pruitt finishes off a behind-the-back pass in Mount
Vernon’s 74-45 win over West Potomac last Friday night.
Potomac’s gym and defeated its Richmond
Highway bretheren, gone up against Veritas
Academy, a North Carolina school with a
starting front court of seven footers, and
then had to play the defending Virginia AAA
state champions, T.C. Williams, in the Titans first game since winning that title.
And while Mount Vernon did not emerge
from this roller coaster of a beginning unscathed — the Majors lost to Veritas, 5651, Saturday and T.C. Williams, 70-66, Tuesday night — coach Alfonso Smith has reason to believe he has the right ingredients
for another run at the National District
crown.

“We’re playing quality opponents early in
the season, which is forcing us to grow up
a little quicker than what we normally need
to,” said Smith. “But to come away with two
wins to start with and still thinking we’re
not close to the peak we can reach, it’s a
good feeling.”
SMITH KNEW it would take more than
one player to offset the loss of De Lancey,
who is playing for Old Dominion. But it’s
safe to assume he didn’t anticipate 10 guys
picking up the slack. But more often than
not in the early going, that has been the
case.

West Potomac coach David Houston III
could only turn to what ifs after his team
suffered an 74-45 loss at the hands of Richmond Highway rival Mount Vernon.
What if his team had shot better than 11for-24 from the free throw line? What if
players didn’t rush easy layups, which led to
a woeful 29 percent shooting percentage?
What if his normally solid guards hadn’t succumbed to Mount Vernon’s pressure and
turned the ball over so much?
There was, however, no question as to
who the one bright spot for the Wolverines
was. Junior Martez Redfearn, a third-year
varsity player, dominated the offensive
glass, finishing with a game-high 18 points
and 14 rebounds. It was all for naught after
Mount Vernon opened up a large secondhalf lead.
Following the loss, though, Houston took
solace in the fact that his team sat at 1-1, and
at the very least knows exactly what it needs
to work on now. Last season the Wolverines
lost to the Majors by 19 and proceeded to
reel off victories in seven of their next eight
games.
“We’re just not a team right now that we
can have one guy play well and the others
not,” he said. “We need to have 11 guys playing well. … I hate the idea that you got to
lose to learn, but hopefully that’s the case
here.”
His words rung true Tuesday night, as the
Wolverines rebounded with a 59-53 win
over Oakton to up their record to 2-1 this
season.

Mount Vernon started the year off with
an 85-56 thumping of South County, which
set the Majors up for their much-ballyhooed
See Balancing Act, Page 32

Sports Briefs

Local Team Wins
Hockey Tournament

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Courtesy of NOVA Ice Dogs

The Northern Virginia Ice Dog PeeWee A
hockey team capped off a 4-0 weekend in
York, Pa., with a 3-2 victory over the Lehigh
Valley Comets to win the championship trophy over Thanksgiving weekend.
The Ice Dogs played some tough defense
all weekend while allowing only 28 shots
total to reach their goalie Matt Stewart in
all four games. Stewart played solid all
weekend picking up a shutout in game three
in a 2-0 win over York and posting a 1.75
goals against average for the tournament.
Northern Virginia started strong on Friday with a 6-3 win over Lehigh Valley with
Duke Roach leading the way with two goals
and an assist. In game two, Henry Chastain
got the Dogs going early with two quick
goals and they never looked back, beating
the Metro Maple Leafs 7-2. Stewart led the
Ice Dogs to a shutout in game three with
the help of defenseman Lewey Adeson.
In the championship game, Andrew Stone
earned the MVP award with two spectacular assists, including one on the game-win-

ning goal. During the four games, all 12 Ice
Dog skaters got their name on the score
sheet. Davon Abercrombie led the way with
nine points and Chastain led all goal scorers with five. The Ice Dogs will be in tournament action again Dec. 27-29 in the
Crabtown Showdown in Annapolis, Md.
ºFor more info on the NoVa Ice Dogs, visit
www.nova-icedogs.com.

Spaghetti Dinner
The Mount Vernon High School girls’ basketball team is hosting its 10th annual spaghetti dinner, silent auction and raffle fundraiser on Saturday, Dec. 13, from 3-6 p.m., in
the school cafeteria, 8515 Old Mount Vernon
Road. Tickets are $5 in advance and $7 at the
door. For ticket information or purchase, contact Terry Henderson 703-619-3146.

Tennis League
Sign-Ups
The Northern Virginia US Tennis Association Super Duper (over 70) Men’s Doubles
Tennis League is open for registration for

The Ice Dogs: Front row (from left) Nicholas Keppler, Drew Butler,
Andrew Stone, Matt Stewart, John Dwyer, Clay Shapiro, Henry
Chastain, Willie Leidolf; middle row (from left) Lewey Adeson, Devan
Abercrombie, Ian Rush, Ryan Scott, Duke Roach; back row (from left)
Coaches Bob Wakefield, Rob Stewart and Bill Dwyer.
the season scheduled to begin in March
2009. Play will be at the Regency Sport and
Health Club on Old Meadow Road, exit 46-

B of the Beltway. For more information,
contact
League
Coordinator
EdwardBernier@aol.com.
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A Major
Balancing
Act
From Page 31
confrontation with neighborhood rival
West Potomac.
And in what is fast becoming the earlyseason theme for the team, the Majors utilized a balanced attack and some old fashioned defensive intensity that eventually
wore down the Wolverines. Mount Vernon
held the Wolverines to just 14 first-half
points, six of which came from the free
throw line. Still, West Potomac lurked
closely throughout the second quarter and
much of the third until Mount Vernon upped
its defensive effort once again and put away
West Potomac thanks in large part to a 142 run late in the third quarter that extended
into the fourth quarter. It allowed the Majors to coast to a 74-45 victory.
Twelve different Majors had a point, led
by junior Skylar Jones, who had a teamhigh 15 points and seven rebounds.
“Last year we had Marquel but this year
everybody is stepping up, everybody can
score, and everybody shares the ball,” said
senior guard Derek Pruitt.
Smith says this balance should be the
team’s strength all year if players accept
their roles. He pointed to Pruitt and senior
captain Brian Green as prime examples of
unselfishness, since the two veterans have
swallowed their egos thus far and come off
the bench.
“We got a lot of weapons this year,” said
senior Kyle Ricks, who had seven rebounds
against West Potomac. “We got a lot of
people who can start or come off the bench.”
BUT NO AMOUNT of balance could help
Mount Vernon when it went up against the
defending state champion, T.C. Williams,
Tuesday night.
Mount Vernon stayed within striking distance the entire way, trailing by just one at
halftime, but the Titans went 9-2 in the
beginning of the fourth quarter to extend
their lead to 13. A late Mount Vernon comeback proved too little, too late.
Jones was once again impressive, scoring 23 points on 9-of-14 shooting, while
grabbing another seven boards. Senior Robert Coleman also chipped in 13 points.
One glaring issue that has cropped up in
the Majors’ two losses thus far has been free
throw shooting. In their defeats last week,
Mount Vernon shot a combined 25-for-50
from the charity stripe. Had it not been for
the mental errors at the line, the Majors
could easily be sporting a 4-0 record right
now.
“We definitely have to become a more
mentally tough team,” said Smith after the
loss to T.C. Williams. “We’re a pretty decent
team, but we still have some areas where
we need to improve. You play a pretty good
team like (T.C. Williams), it exposes those
areas.”

Zone 3: • Alexandria
• Mount Vernon

Employment

Technicians
Looking for self motivated, FT employees for Northern VA area company. No
exp. required, will provide on the job
training. Good pay, full benefits. D/L required and CDL a plus. Call 800-2488733, ext 4435 for more information.

SALES REP NEEDED
No Experience Needed
800-517-6989

Entry Level Marketing Rep

M.C. Dean, Inc. is currently looking for talented
Communication Technicians for large infrastructure build outs in the MD, VA and DC area.
The Communication Technicians will be responsible for splicing, testing, terminating and troubleshooting copper cable; terminating and testing
fiber optics, grounding and bonding; reading plans
and specifications.
Requirements:
• High School Diploma
• 2-5 years of experience in the
communications industry;
• BICSI Installer certification is a plus.
Qualified candidates should submit their resume to
recruiting@mcdean.com or via fax to 703-463-2904.

A great opportunity to

A great opportunity to

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER

No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900

301-333-1900

☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

☎☎ ☎☎

☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED
Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,
live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

MAIL CLERK
Episcopal High School, located in Northern
Virginia, is seeking a part-time post office
clerk to provide backup support to the Post
Office Supervisor. The post office clerk, under the direction of the post office supervisor,
is responsible for assisting with sorting and
distributing all incoming mail and packages
to students and staff, assisting with the preparation of outgoing letters and/or packages,
and maintaining the student bank accounts
utilizing ODIN Software. This position is a
Monday through Friday position, 10:30 AM
– 4:00 PM, without benefits. We offer free
meals when school is in session. Interested
candidates should send a cover letter and resume tomlm@episcopalhighschool.org or fax
to 703-933-3019, attention Melissa Martinez.
No phone inquiries or walk-ins. E.E.O.
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FT/PT SALES ASSOCIATE
Our growing business needs a dependable, energetic person to particpate in our
growth. Retail exp req’d. Health benefits,
401(K). Alex area. Call: 540-751-9346.

LIVE-IN CAREGIVER
Reliable, dependable, trustworthy. Must be
able to transfer 110 lbs. Exp & refs req’d.
Dec 27-Jan 3 & every 2 weeks thereafter.
Call 703-266-2223
Need an Extra $500 - $1000
per mo. to pay Bills ??

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email: avonsatosell@yahoo.com
www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

TEACHERS

Bus Drivers

For Head Start program in Arlington.
Bachelor’s or Associates in Early Childhood,
CDA,
bilingual
Eng/Span.
Email/fax resume with cover letter to
careers@nvfs.org 703-385-5753. Visit
www.nvfs.org for more info. EEO.

Bus Drivers for Head Start program
in Arlington. HS diploma, clean
DMV, CDL. Email/fax resume with
cover letter to careers@nvfs,org
703-385-5753. Visit www.nvfs.org
for more info. EEO

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!

Internships
Available

F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries
No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d

703-838-2100
White House Nannies, Inc

RECEPTIONIST
Episcopal High School in Alexandria, VA,
is seeking a full-time receptionist. This is a
12-month position which includes a full benefits package. Responsibilities include answering a multi-line telephone, greeting
walk-in guests, and providing back-up support for the Administrative Assistant to the
Headmaster. The ideal candidate is a professional with a minimum of five years experience in an office setting. Computer and
customer service skills are a must. Interested candidates should send a cover letter and
resume to mlm@episcopalhighschool.org or
fax to 703-933-3019, attention Melissa Martinez. No phone inquiries or walk-ins.
E.E.O.

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday 4 p.m.

TELEPHONE TELEPHONE
WORK AT HOME! WORK AT HOME!

$700-$900 weekly. Growing Inc 500
company offering opportunity for advancement and fun work environment.
No exp required, however, cust service
exp preferred. Located in Fairfax walking distance from Courthouse. Positions
filling rapidly. Call Ashley now to apply:
(703)383-0400

703-917-6464

HOLIDAY HELP &
SEMESTER BREAK WORK
$17.00 Base-Appt.
Apply NOW, begin after finals!
Customer sales/service, flex
schedules. All ages 18+, conditions
apply, all majors welcome.

703-359-7600

Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspaper business. Internships
available in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid. Call
John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or
email internship@connection
newspapers.com

WE WANT YOU!
Toys “R” Us
The World’s Largest Specialty Toy Retailer Is
Now Hiring For The Following Positions In Our
Bailey’s Crossroads/Alexandria stores:
• Positions Include,
• Overnight Stockers,
• Cashiers,
• Sales-floor,
• And Guest Service Team Members.
We Are Looking For Individuals Who Are
Committed To Providing Outstanding Service To
Our Guests. If You Are Dependable And Ready
To Take On Responsibility, We’ll Teach You The
Rest. We Offer A Flexible Schedule, Along With
An Associate Discount. If This Sounds Exciting
To You Please Apply On-line At:

Www.ruscareers.com
EOE

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Zone 3: • Alexandria
• Mount Vernon

703-917-6400

Classified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

15 Getaways
Enjoy warm beach waters
past Labor Day
Extend your beach season
into the fall with soothing
and warmer ocean waters
at this Sunset Beach, NC
vacation home. Furnished 3
or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000.
Newly remodeled, bright
and airy beach island home
on a secluded area of the island surrounded by views of
the canal, marsh and ocean
inlet. Sit on one of the newly
built
front
porches
(1
screened) and capture a
gorgeous sunrise with your
morning coffee or unwind
with friends in the evening
on the back deck and experience stunning sunset views.
Whether you're looking for
an investment property with
excellent rental history, a
vacation home on a unique
island, or a little bit of both,
this is the house for you.
Sunset Beach, a small barrier reef island 2 1/2 miles
long and 1/3 mile wide, is
quiet and family oriented and
only 30 minutes from Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina. Call
Carly or David at 336-2821870 for more details

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon

101 Computers

117 Adoption

HDI

ADOPT A Dream to complete
our family! We are a loving

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

endless love and support.
Expenses paid. pls call Debbie
& Mike 1-866-531-8961

EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS family who will provide your
newborn a home filled with
FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES
laughter, learning, security and

➣ TRAINING
➣ INSTALLATION
➣ TROUBLESHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

Serving Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

26 Antiques
We consign/pay top $ for
antique/semi antique furn.
including mid century &
danish modern Teak
furniture, sterling, mens
watches, painting/art glass,
clocks, jewelry, costume
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer
Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ADOPT Active, young couple,
desires to give a newborn all
the advatages of a loving
home and family. Confidential.
Expenses paid. Pls call Susan
and John 1-800-680-8422
ADOPTION Loving childless
couple wishing to adopt an
infant, pls call 703-291-1432

28 Yard Sales

Home & Garden
connectionnewspapers.com
ASPHALT

CONTRACTORS.com

ASPHALT

Need to Fix Your
Driveway?

Call 703.582.2110
Asphalt, Concrete and Brick
Residential and Commercial
Resurfacing, Repair, Resealing
Sidewalks, steps, Patios
7AM – 11PM • 7 Days/wk
Check Out my website

Pete’s Driveways
www.PetesDriveways.com

Alexandria. Huge Holiday
Decorations Sale, Friday
(12/12), noon-3pm and Sat,
12/13, 7-11am. 902 Danton Ln
in Mount Vernon, right off GW
pkwy-exit Waynewood blvd.
Tons of holiday decorations
and lights-vintage, collectibles,
Santas, snowmen, nutcrackers-a little big of everything.

Lic. #7363

34 Pets
4 gorgeous purebred
Persian kittens
born September 18. 2 White,
1 Blue with patches of cream,
1 tabby-located in Reston Call
703-471-8444 for photos or
email l_cruz35@comcast.net

NO JOB TOO BIG NO JOB TOO SMALL

Residential & Commercial

ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL

GUTTER

GUTTER

3 RE for Rent
21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Alex/Lynnhaven, 2 BR,
1, BA, 3 lvl, W/D, newly ren.
$1450+util 571-331-7145

If tomorrow
were never to
come, it would
not be worth
living today.
-Dagobert Runes
21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PINNACLE SERVICES,
• LEAF REMOVAL Inc.
• GUTTER
CLEANING
703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE
FREE EST

Metro Gutter

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com
HANDYMAN
21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HANDYMAN

Hand and Hand
Handyman
General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial
Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry
Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning
Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios
HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Mount Vernon Gazette ❖ December 11-17, 2008 ❖ 33

News
Zone 3: • Alexandria
• Mount Vernon
CLEANING
A CLEANING
SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service
at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

Home & Garden

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon
CONTRACTORS.com

connectionnewspapers.com
CLEANING
MARGARITA’S
CLEANING SERVICE
Residential &Commercial
Independently Owned
& Operated
Good Refs Free Estimates

703-768-2130

LANDSCAPING

FIREWOOD

DrainageMan

The

FIREWOOD
$120 half cord
$210 full cord
Call Joe at

• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

301-856-4436
301-602-9528 Cell

LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

HANDYMAN
PINNACLE SERVICES,

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services
Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing •
Bathroom Renovation • Ceramic Tile •
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.

www.rclhomerepairs.com

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING
703-802-0483
GROUP RATES
AVAILABLE
FREE EST

HAULING
INS.

Class A VA Lic.

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs

703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

M. C. Lynch

Home Improvement
Family Owned & Opererated

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,
Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING
Construction Debris,
Residential, Office
& Tree Removal
703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris
Low Rates

703.329.1908

A&S
LANDSCAPING

GUTTER
HANDYMAN

703-917-6400

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465
ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY
TRASH HAULING
•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds
•Leaf Removal
703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

MULCH

OAK FIREWOOD
Full Cord
Guaranteed to Burn
or money back
Beware of truckloads
or racks
703-327-4224
703-568-8014 cell
Curtis Neil

ROOFING

NOVA

703-360-4364

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping

New Gutters
Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

PAINTING

Yard Debris
Decks
Interior-Exterior
Furniture
Sidewalks
Deck Staining
Appliances
Houses
Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES

703-360-5252

703-975-2375

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

TREE SERVICE

703-266-1233

IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Construction

HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY
TRASH HAULING
•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds
•Leaf Removal

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
screened) • Erosion &
Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465
LICENSED

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING
Fall Cleanup • Planting • Mulching •
Sodding • Patios • Decks • Retaining
Walls • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465
LAWN SERVICE

LAWN SERVICE

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls
•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886
Free Estimates

The

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING
Since 1964
We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

I Never think
of the future.
It comes soon
enough.
-Albert Einstein

PAINTING

PAINTING

FALL SPECIAL

10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated
Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors
Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services
• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing
• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing
• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed
• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037

Licensed
Insured
On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
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Churches Offer Alternative
To Freezing to Death
on the premises at all times throughout the
From Page 1
Housing and Ventures in Community night from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. “We had ap(VIC) opened their shelter at Rising Hope proximately 500 volunteers last year,”
United Methodist Mission Church, 8220 Edelkamp said.
Russell Road, Lee District, just over a mile
IN ADDITION to volunteers familiar with
from where Hubert spent his last night.
This is the fourth year for the VIC Hypo- Rising Hope UMMC, faith partners are
thermia Outreach Program (HOP) whose asked to provide:
❖ Dinner, snacks and beverages. The
stated goal is “Zero Hypothermia Deaths.”
Given the confluence of the ever-weaken- evening meal may be prepared by the host
ing economy, rise in unemployment, home venue or purchased for delivery.
❖ A selection of suitable movies. A TV/
foreclosures, and a colder start to the winter months, achieving that goal this winter VCR/DVD is provided by Rising Hope.
❖ An overnight kit of essential bathroom
may prove to be more challenging than ever.
“The first year the program operated only items.
New Hope Housing and Rising Hope
during February and March. However, the
second year we began on Dec. 1 and have UMMC provide:
❖ Training for two levels of volunteers:
kept that start time. It closes each year on
March 31,” said Sherry Edelkamp, volun- Team leaders and volunteers
❖ A core facilitator on site or on call each
teer coordinator, VIC-HOP, which provides
shelter to the homeless in the Route 1 cor- night
❖ Sleeping gear i.e. mats, blankets, and
ridor who are either not able or choose not
sleeping bags
to use the Fairfax County shelter system.
❖ Emergency first aid kits, including
Compounding the problem this year is
that there are still shelter nights with no gloves and other universal precaution items
volunteer staff. The Rising Hope shelter will plus fire extinguishers
❖ A list of emergency telephone numbers.
not be able to open those nights if they are
All guests are required to be in bed by 11
not staffed by the required volunteers.
At this time the nights not covered by p.m. and arise by 6 a.m. Volunteers remain
awake throughout the
volunteers are Dec.
night to monitor the
28, Dec. 31, every
facility and guests,
Sunday and Wednesaccording
to
day in January, as
Edelkamp.
well as Saturday, Jan.
There is a set of
3, and every Monday
rules that must be adand Saturday night in
hered to by all guests.
February and March,
Any infraction of
according
to
those rules can result
Edelkamp.
“Our volunteers
— Sherry Edelkamp, volunteer in that person or persons being expelled
come from various
coordinator, VIC-HOP from the program, acchurch congregations
cording to VIC-HOP
that participate in
VIC. It is broken up into two sessions — Program guidelines.
one session covers the months of December and January and the other February and “THE POLICE from Mount Vernon Station
March. If we don’t have the volunteers we have been very helpful over the years. They
quietly check on our volunteers throughcan’t operate the shelter,” Edelkamp said.
out the night but do not disturb the guests.
VARIOUS CHURCHES provide volunteers We have not had any real issues over the
for a given night of the week. For example, past three years,” she said.
Breakfast is provided each morning prior
at the present time Bethlehem Baptist
Church is responsible for Monday nights to guests leaving the shelter by 7 a.m. All
and Aldersgate United Methodist is provid- guests must be off Rising Hope property by
that time until 7 p.m. when it reopens.
ing volunteers for Tuesday nights.
As stated in the program guidelines,
Other VIC-HOP participating congregations include: Mt.Vernon Unitarian, St. “Nothing is more important than the safety
Mark’s Episcopal, Mt. Vernon Presbyterian, and security of the Faith Partner team and
Friends, St. Aidan’s, Mt. Vernon UMC, St. the program’s guests.” That is why it is esLuke’s, Heritage Presbyterian, Wesley UMC, sential that additional volunteers come forward for this winter’s program.
and Good Shepherd Catholic.
“We have so many churches in the immeRising Hope Church can accept a maximum of 25 people on any given night. “It diate area that are not involved with this
always starts off slow with maybe only eight program. It would be great to get them on
or so people the first couple of nights. But, board for this year or next. Even if they took
it builds rather quickly. This past Monday just one night this year to get a feel for it,”
night, just a week after we started, we had Edelkamp said.
Additional information on the VIC-HOP
our maximum number — 25,” said Laura
Derby, programs and office administrator, program is available by visiting
www.vichop2009@yahoo.com or by calling
Rising Hope UMMC.
A minimum of three volunteers must be 703-799-1255.

“We have so many
churches in the
immediate area that
are not involved with
this program.”

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Mount Vernon Gazette ❖ December 11-17, 2008 ❖ 35

Real Estate

Mortgage

Closing Services

Insurance

MOUNT VERNON OFFICE 703-360-7400 / 8301 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA 22309
A Commuter’s Dream

O

Energy efficient with 3 BR, 2 BAs,
2 half BAs on 3 levels with fenced
backyard and quiet deck. Move-in
ready with neutral colors. Inside the
Beltway, steps to bus stop and a
short ride to Metro. Home warranty.
Dir. from Ffx Pkwy & points south:
North Rich Hwy, R Shannons Green
Way, L Lamberts Ln. Dir. from
Woodrow Wilson Bridge North:
South Rich Hwy, L Shannons Green
Way L Lamberts Ln.

ALEX/SO

$620,000
STRATFORD ON THE POTOMAC

Move right in to this delightful home in mint condition. New ceramic tile
foyer, expanded gourmet kitchen, updated marble baths, professional
landscaping, custom brick walks, huge deck and more. DIR: GW
Parkway, to Stratford Lane, left Camden, left Stirrup to 2305.

30

CALL JOYCE CLEVENGER 703-780-4012
View listing on www.homesdatabase.com/joyceclevenger

CALL MICHELE WILSON 571-224-4592
www.gotomichelewilson.com

Alex South
$322,900
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ALEXANDRIA $347,500

Years Young
Well designed w/ 2-car rear
load garage. Hardwood
entry foyer, open Main
level, lots of sunshine.
REO property. 3 BR / 2.55
BA. Dir: 95N, Fort Belvoir
exit 161, turns into
Richmond Hwy, L Frye
Road, Odessa on
L to 4604.

CALL TIANA JACKSON 703-470-6887

thANNUAL TOY DRIVE
Again this year, Weichert, Realtors
will be collecting toys to distribute to
underprivileged children in the local
area during the holidays. If you’d like to
help us light up the eyes of a child,
please ring a new, unwrapped toy to
local Weichert office.

Contact EMMA TUERK
703-360-7400
Alexandria/Mount Vernon Office
8301 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria, VA 22309

BELLE VIEW OFFICE 703-765-4000 / 1612 Belle View Boulevard, Alexandria, VA 22307

$225,000

Brick rambler w/gar. Freshly painted,gleamind hdwd flrs,&large fenced
yd.Owner will consider closing cost assistance or rent w/option to buy.
Call Linda Sweeney 703-203-1005 DIR:From Old Town GW Pkwy So, R
Bellebiew Blvd/Beacon Hill Rd,L Route 1 L Memorial St or from
Beltway:Route 1 So just past Beacon Mall,L Memorial St to 2812.
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ALEXANDRIA

$194,000
MOVE-IN CONDITION

Gleaming HW floors, updated BA, freshly painted, immaculate, nice
view of trees. Public trans. avail. Amenities: Pool, tennis, picnic grove, garden plots. Dir.: G.W. Pkwy. So., right Belle View
Blvd., left Wakefield Dr. to bldg. 6641, Unit #307.
CALL LINDA SWEENEY 703-203-1005 OR 703-360-8470
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ALEXANDRIA SOUTH
GREAT STARTER HOME

Montebello
$224,500

ALEXANDRIA

$197,000
RESORT STYLE LIVING

Condo fee includes all utilities & many amenities,lovely 1
BR w/updated kit,& bath,ww carpet.ready to move in. GW
Pkwy So, R BelleView Blvd. L Wakefield Dr to Bldg 6621
Unit 412. Call Linda Sweeney 703-203-1005
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Resort Style Living
New Alexandria
$525,000
TWO SINGLE FAMILY LOTS
Potential for 2 S/F homes in New Alex lot sizes approx
11,520 each, great location just south of Olde Towne
Alex off the GW Pkwy.
CALL DALE WROBLESKI 703-765-4000
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New Listing
Beautiful updated unit, lovely
views Montebello top amenities, great price.
CALL TILLIE CASSIDY
(703) 765-4000 or (703) 608-2437

Mt Vernon/Ft Hunt Area
New Listing

$519,900

Lovely 4 bdrm, 2.5 bas split lvl, gardens % wildlife on cul-de-sac, beautiful kit,w/solid cherry cabinets,new
florring,& Braizilian granite countertops,lrg mstr bdrm,short distance to Mt Vernon,
Potomac River, mins fr Old Town, Regan Nat, Wash DC. DIR GW Pkwy So Old Town Alex
4 Mi., R Collingwood, L Apple Hill Rd ,house on Chancery Ct on R. Call David Williams
703-937-7547 more info go tohtt://davidwilliams,weichertagentpages.com/.

CALL DAVID WILLIAMS 703-937-7547

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

