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In Concert — and on CD
The 2008
2008 Winter
Winter Concert,
Concert, presented
presented by
by the
the West
West Potomac
Potomac High
High School
School Jazz
Jazz Band
Band and
and Percussion
Percussion Ensemble
Ensemble and
and conducted
conducted by
by Steve
Steve Rice
Rice
The
and Adam
Adam Foreman
Foreman was
was held
held Tuesday,
Tuesday, Dec.
Dec. 9,
9, in
in the
the Springbank
Springbank Auditorium.
Auditorium. The
The concert
concert which
which included
included works
works from
from Gary
Gary P
P.. Gilroy,
Gilroy, Peter
Peter
and
Ilyich Tschaikowsky,
Tschaikowsky, Antonin
Antonin Dvorak,
Dvorak, Sergei
Sergei Prokefiev,
Prokefiev, Jerome
Jerome Kern,
Kern, Dave
Dave Brubeck
Brubeck and
and more
more was
was recorded
recorded and
and is
is available
available on
on CDs
CDs from
from
Ilyich
RonArt associates
associates Recordings
Recordings in
in Lorton
Lorton (ronart.assoc@cox.net).
(ronart.assoc@cox.net).
RonArt

‘Angel Gifts’ Given with Love Fritts To Pioneer
Church celebrates annual

you specifically requested. They represent the sharing of the love of those that purchased them for you,”
the Rev. Keary Kincannon, pastor, Rising Hope
UMMC, told those who filled the church sanctuary.
And, this was only the beginning of the church’s
By Chuck Hagee
Gazette annual Christmas giving campaign. Beginning Dec.
16, Rising Hope opened its annual Christmas Shop
ore than 600 gifts were distributed that supplies gifts to those in need. It will be open
Sunday night, Dec. 14, to needy fami- Dec. 16,17, and 18 from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. each of
lies at Rising Hope United Methodist those days.
“We estimate that we will distribute more than
Mission Church, 8220 Russell Road,
just off Richmond Highway in Lee District. It marked 1,000 gifts before Christmas. And, every one of them
the church’s 11th Annual Blessing of the Angel Gifts. comes with love from the donor to the recipient,”
“These gifts have been purchased specifically for Kincannon said.
On Dec. 23, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., the church
each of you. They are not generic gifts. They are what
will provide Christmas food baskets to needy families, according
to Laura Derby, program and office administrator, Rising Hope
The Rev. Keary
UMMC.
Kincannon, pastor,
Beginning at 7 p.m. Dec. 24 a
Rising Hope United candle light service will be held.
Methodist Mission
On Christmas day the church proChurch, blesses
vides a traditional holiday feast on
three symbolic gifts site. “This is the full dinner — turat the completion
key, ham, potatoes, pies, everyof the church’s
thing but the goose,” Kincannon
annual Blessing of
told the crowd Sunday night.
the Angel Gifts
Prior to distributing the actual
service which
gifts, Kincannon blessed three
initiates the
symbolic gifts in the sanctuary. Cochurch’s obserordination and distribution of the
vance of the
actual Angel Gifts was overseen by
Christmas season.
Rising Hope members Sam and

blessing of Christmas gifts.

On Familiar Turf

SFDC executive director
leaving for Wisconsin.

Photo by Chuck Hagee/The Gazette
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By Chuck Hagee
Gazette

fter three years as the executive director of the Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation, Lara Fritts is
leaving that post on Dec. 31 and returning to where
she began her career, the Milwaukee, Wisconsin, area. She
has accepted the position of director of economic development for the City of Cudahy, Wisconsin, a 13,000 residents suburb
of Milwaukee located between
that city’s airport and the shores
of Lake Michigan.
“It’s a brand new position for
the city. Cudahy has a new mayor
who is a real visionary. He was the
one who saw the need to revitalize the city. It’s a very exciting op— Lara Fritts, executive
portunity,” Fritts said.
director, SFDC
“It also affords me the chance
to be near my parents. My Dad
has suffered a series of strokes and this will enable me to help
my mother,” she said. Fritts’ husband, Mike, is retiring from
30 years of federal government service which also provided a
plus to their decision-making process.

A

“It’s very difficult
to leave because of
what we have
accomplished.”

See To Pioneer, Page 7
See Blessing, Page 22
Mount Vernon Gazette ❖ December 18-24, 2008 ❖ 1

2 ❖ Mount Vernon Gazette ❖ December 18-24, 2008

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren
703-917-6431 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

News

Chamber Gets a Grinch Christmas Message
Annual Potomac Star
Business Award
winners honored.
By Chuck Hagee
Gazette
Photos by Chuck Hagee/The Gazette

he cover of the evening’s pro
gram featured one word “Joy!”
But, according to the event’s fea
tured speaker that is getting
harder and harder to find.
“It’s a constant struggle to balance good
news with all the bad news,” Michael Mills,
editor, Washington Business Journal, told
members of the Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce last Thursday night at
their annual “Holiday Celebration” and
Potomac Star Awards dinner.
“There are a lot of stories of real estate
pain in Fairfax and Loudoun counties. But,
the federal government is a protector in this
area. It provides a cushion,” he told the
members gathered at the Mount Vernon
Country Club.
“The upcoming inaugural will provide a
shot of capital to this area. But, if I were to
characterize the situation right now I would
say that we are in the midst of an economic
tsunami,” Mills said.
“Twenty-six percent of the banks in the
area were driven into the red the last quarter. And, these are the healthy banks,” Mills
said.
“The government take-over of Fannie May
and Freddie Mac had a really detrimental
impact on charitable organizations. And,
Fairfax County now comes in number two
on foreclosures in Northern Virginia just
behind Prince William County,” he said.
On the plus side, he praised Chamber
members, characterizing them as “the
people who are actually out there doing
things.” He also singled out Burke & Herbert
Bank & Trust Company for its refusal to
participate in the financial institutions bailout package directed by the U.S. Treasury
Department.

T

Lee District Supervisor Jeffrey
McKay delivers holiday greetings
to members of the Mount VernonLee Chamber of Commerce during
their annual Potomac Star Business Awards dinner at the Mount
Vernon Country Club.
“I applaud Burke and Herbert for passing
on taking TARP funds. That’s true conservatism,” Mills said. While other area banks
have been reporting gloom and doom financial statistics, Burke and Herbert recently
announced a dividend increase for their
share holders.
Mills predicted that the faltering economy
will prove “to be a golden time for public
transit. There will be a lot of public spending for these projects.”
He also urged those present to “use these
tough times” to make their companies better. “Get to know both your clients and suppliers better. Get to know what is really
making you successful,” he said.
PRIOR TO MILLS’ presentation, the
Chamber recognized those who led the 2008
Membership Drive. Chamber Chairman

Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce President Katy Fikes (second
from left) joins the 2008 Potomac Star Business Awards recipients, from
left to right, Mike Bouchery, owner, Vinyl-Lite Windows, Small Business
of the Year; Barbara Sullivan, executive director, Paul Springs Retirement Community, Citizen Award; Steve Niswander, owner, Alexandria
Chevrolet, New Business of the Year; and Maurice Gauthier, president &
CEO, VSE Corporation, Large Business of the Year.
Nathaniel E. Wilson presented awards to
Rob Hartwell, Hartwell Capitol Consulting;
Barbara Doyle, Inova Mount Vernon Hospital; and John Herrity, Alexandria Chevrolet.
The highlight of the evening was the annual Potomac Star Business Awards which
are presented in four categories. Those receiving the 2008 awards from Chamber
President Katy Fike were: VSE Corporation
President and CEO Maurice Gauthier, Large
Business of the Year; Vinyl-Lite Windows
owner Mike Bouchery, Small Business of the
Year; Alexandria Chevrolet owner Steve
Niswander, New Business of the Year; and
Barbara Sullivan, executive director, Paul
Springs Retirement Community, as Chamber Citizen for 2008.
A special tribute was presented to Dr.
Douthard R. and Jo Butler on the occasion

of their 54th wedding anniversary. Butler
serves as an assistant for community relations at George Mason University and his
wife is a retired Alexandria Public Schools
teacher.
This year’s recipient of the Chamber’s Citizen Award, Barbara Sullivan, is a past president, chairman and board member of the
organization. In presenting the award, Fike
said, “Barbara is passionate about being an
advocate for the elderly and serves on the
Board of Directors for Mount Vernon at
Home.”
Fike also noted, “Barbara believes in giving back to the community and has shown
that through her effective service both to
her profession and her community.” The
evening was rounded out with the traditional gift exchange among attendees.

Week in Mount Vernon

Fashion Night
To Support Zoo

garments. Students who are not designing will work at the
event arranging displays, pairing garments, dressing models, accessorizing, and doing hair and makeup.

West Potomac Academy Fashion Design and graphics
students are teaming up with several local sponsors, including the Greater Washington Fashion Chamber of
Commerce; Walmart; and designers Ryann, Fashion
Philanthropy, and Avani Ribbon to host Fashion Night
at ZooLights, an evening at the Smithsonian Institution’s
National Zoo to explore the intersection of fashion and
wildlife, on Friday, Dec. 19, from 6 to 8:30 p.m.
Fashion students have been working on ethically designed original garments that represent various animals
from century-old fabrics. Designers will be discussing
and modeling their eco-friendly fashions at the Reptile
Discovery Center, the Small Mammal House, and the
Kids’ Farm at the zoo. Jewelry designers will also display recycled jewels that coordinate with the students’

Fire Causes $20,000 Damage

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

An electrical anomaly in the attic space of a Hybla Valley
apartment building ignited a fire in the closet of a second
story unit on Dec. 4, according to the Fairfax County Fire
& Rescue Department.
Firefighters arrived at approximately 6 p.m. at the apartment building located at 7110 Fairchild Drive to find fire
and smoke coming from the second floor of the structure.
The blaze, which originated in the closet area of one apartment, was located in the ceiling and walls between two
apartment units, firefighters reported.
Six occupants from three apartments were displaced and
received Red Cross assistance with temporary housing.
There were no reported injuries. Damage was estimated

at $20,000. Fire investigators determined the cause was
accidental.

Detectives Solve
Larceny Series
A three-month investigation by detectives from the
Mount Vernon Police District has resulted in the arrest and
detention of Thomas R. Gibson, 19, of 7133 Tolliver St., in
the Hybla Valley area, according to police. He has been
charged with grand larceny and burglary of over 25 vehicles in a close proximity to Tolliver Street, police reported.
As a result of a search warrant issued for the Tolliver
Street address, police recovered nine GPS units and
miscellaneous electronic equipment. Nearly all the recovered items have been returned to their owners.
The case remains under investigation. Additional
charges are expected, according to police.
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Schools

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance
703-768-7800x123

The Top 2% of Teachers
Mount Vernon
High physics
teacher is
nationally
certified.
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Alex/Mt. Vernon
$799,000
9301 Old Mansion
Stunning Southern Colonial on quiet
wooded cul-de-sac backing to historical
Mt. Vernon Estate! Coveted waterfront
community, Riverwood is bordered by Mt.
Vernon Estate, Potomac River & prestigious Washington Woods. Meticulous, one
family home offers 4 BRs, 2.5BAs, family rm w/FPL off lg eat-in kitchen, spacious 2 car garage & lg dry bsmt. You won’t find a better lot & location.
Easy commutes to Ft. Belvoir, Reagan National Airport, D.C. & the Pentagon.

By Steve Hibbard

Alex/Mt.Vernon
$599,900
9326 Craig Avenue

The Gazette

Large brick 5BR, 3BA split with 2 car
garage on .4 acre lot in lovely Mt. Vernon
area with lots of trees. 2 fireplaces,
energy efficient replacement windows,
beautiful refinished hdwd floors on main
level, new carpeting, landscaped fenced
rear lot with huge deck off sunroom addition, freshly painted interior and
exterior. Superbly priced so renovate kitchen/baths to your desire. Great
commute in minutes to Ft. Belvoir, Alex, Old Town, DC/Pentagon.

“extremely passionate and dedicated…. His own physics knowl“GETTING THE certification jus- edge is very exceptional and he’s
tifies all the time and effort I put always striving to learn more,” she
says.
in creating lesAn Arlington
sons and trying
to make the
resident, Sabatier
class exciting
is in his sixth year
and interesting
at Mount Vernon,
for kids,” he
teaching IB and
said.
active physics, a
“The national
conceptual physics class for stuboard certificadents who are not
tion is very intense. It’s like
quite ready to go
lawyers passing
into chemistry
their bar exam,”
— Nicole Gillespie, Knowles yet.
said
Nicole Science Teaching Foundation
“You have to
Gillespie, senior
create opportuniprogram officer
ties for students
with the Knowles Science Teach- to do the science, to do experiing Foundation. “One of the most ments and discover the concepts
meaningful things is that it recog- that we’re studying for themnizes that teaching is a profession selves,” he said. “When you figure
much like medicine or law, and it’s something out on your own, you’re
setting very high standards for much more likely to understand it
teachers. So we’re extremely im- and remember it than just readpressed that Charley got this on ing about it.”
To that end, his students use
his first try.”
Gillespie has known Sabatier Slinkys, toy cars, marbles and
since 2005 and describes him as ramps in their lessons. “They get

“The national
board certification is very
intense. It’s like
lawyers passing
their bar exam.”

to see the science in action,” he
said. “It’s very hands-on — and
minds-on at the same time.”
At Mount Vernon, Sabatier is
also a Professional Learning Community (PLC) leader, a co-sponsor
of the Engineering and Robotics
Club as well as the coach of the
JV boys soccer team.
IN ADDITION, Sabatier is a 2005
Knowles Science Teaching Fellow.
The five-year fellowship is
awarded to a select few of the
nation’s math and science teachers.
The Knowles Science Teaching
Foundation emphasizes the application of scientific concepts to
real-world situations. They accomplish this by providing their
teachers with the mentoring, the
instructive seminars and the sense
of community that they need to
improve their teaching strategies.
He grew up in Oxford, Miss., and
graduated from the University of
Mississippi with a bachelor’s degree in physics in 2001. He earned
his MA in science education from
GMU in 2008.

School Notes
Multicultural Awareness Day at
MVHS. Mount Vernon High School will
host two Multicultural Awareness Day
programs, “The Color of Life,” on Tuesday, Dec. 23. These programs will feature
Daniel Suna Stanley, a dancer, drummer,
singer, songwriter, and reggae artist from
Uganda. Mr. Stanley will entertain the
students by combining traditional and
contemporary songs, dances, instruments
and stories from Uganda. The students
will also enjoy a parade of flags, poetry
readings, songs, and dances — all performed by Mount Vernon High School
students. The two programs will take
place in back-to-back sessions during the
morning at Mount Vernon High School.
Gayle Smith, the program coordinator,
has assembled quite a cast of students and
faculty to provide an exciting event for our
school.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Hayfield Secondary School’s
JROTC Drill Team, commanded by
Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Matt Clark,
competed at the Colin Powell Drill Meet
held at the Theodore Roosevelt Senior
High School in Washington, D.C. The
Unarmed Regulation Squad, led by Cadet
Staff Sergeant Ibrahim Konare, placed
third out of 15 schools. Squad members
included Cadet Master Sergeant Angela
Sanchez, Cadet Staff Sergeant Christian
Rivera, Cadet Staff Sergeant Esther
Tandoh, Cadet Private First Class Surmad
Butt, Cadet Private Alyssa Huffman, and
Cadet Michelle Mejia. Cadet Sanchez
placed first in individual Knockout Drill.
Some 20 students were recently chosen
by audition to represent Hayfield Secondary School as members of the District 10
Chorus. Students chosen for the mixed
chorus are: Christian Alexander, Hannah

Beamon, Rachel Blevins, Catherine
Braunlich, Jacob Brisson, Robert
Duquette, David Dwyier, Avia Fields,
Joyce Lutu, Jessica Musman, Meghan
Peterson, Michael Phox, and Lauren
Shifrin. Students chosen for the women’s
chorus: Rebeca Alvarez, Keelin Burke,
Maria Cammarata, Heather Evans, Judy
Hong, Amanda Jones, and Aubrey Meeks.
The Hayfield Forensics Team seniors
(Conler Mandt, Sarah Congress, Kate
Drakeley, and Ally Collender) competed
at the Villiger National Invitational Forensics Tournament in Philadelphia. Conler
took on the challenge of competing in two
different events simultaneously. Sarah
and Kate advanced to the Quarter Final
round in Duo Interpretation, placing them
in the top 24, and Ally advanced to the
Quarter Final round in Oral Interpretation, placing her in the top 24.

Alex/Mt. Vernon
$484,900
8426 Cherry Valley Lane
Large, lovely, 5BR, 3BA Split in popular
Riverside Estates. Riverside’s largest
split w/ 2 car garage. Spacious FR
w/FPL & beautiful sun rm addition.
Neutral carpets over hdwd floors on main
lvl & upgraded berber on lower lvl. Kit
remodeled in late 90s. Professional landscaping. Great location – walk to
Ele and High schools. Commute in minutes –Ft. Belvior (5), Hunting
Metro & Alex (12), National Airport (25) Pentagon and D.C. (32).
Alex/ Pinewood Lake
$292,500
4332 Birchlake Court
Beautifuly updated 3/4 bedroom town house
with 2.5 baths. Located on a quiet cul-desac with wonderful views of the lake.
Shows like a model – newer carpeting and
light fixtures. Meticulously maintained &
great location, by the lake. Commuting
minutes: Ft. Belvoir (5), Old Town &
Huntington Metro (12), Ntl Airport (27)
Pentagon & D.C. (32).
Alex/ Belle View
$209,850
6603 East Wakefield Drive #A2
Sunny 1st floor unit with washer/dryer in
the building. Immaculate condition.
Great Price! Only 2.5 blocks to shopping
center. Also walk to recreation center
(indoor pool and ice rink). Superb community amenities including outdoor pool,
tennis, basketball, volleyball, tot lots and picnic areas. GW Pkwy and bike
path down the street. 4 minutes to Old Town and 20 minutes to Ft. Belvoir.
Perfect location & price!

D

Charley Sabatier teaches physics at Mount Vernon High
School.

O
L

C

S

harley Sabatier, a physics
teacher at Mount Vernon
High School, has been
awarded national board certification — the gold standard of the
teaching profession. Nationally,
63,800 teachers received National
Board Certification, which is fewer
than 2 percent of the 3.7 million
teachers in the United States.

Alex./Mt. Vee Manor
$318,000
8330 Hunter Murphy Circle

Great price for this lovely 2BR, 2.5 Bath
brick front townhome in lovely Mt. Vernon
community. Entire floor devoted to
enormous owner’s suite with soaking tub,
separate shower, walk-in closet. Open floor
plan, gas fireplace in family room, sunfilled spacious kitchen.

Rental Properties

8338 Bound Brook Lane
4BR/2.5BA – $2300

8506 Wagon Wheel Rd.
4BR/3BA - $2,000 Owner/Agent

6641 Rivertowers– 3BR/ 2BA - $1650

For more information
www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
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People

To Pioneer on Familiar Turf
2005 Base Realignment and Closure Report (BRAC).
“That hit right after I came here. Originally, people
“It’s very difficult to leave here because of what were taking about more than 19,000 jobs coming to
we have accomplished. But, I also know that there the main post. But, that eventually came down to
approximately 4,000 with the rest going to the Engiwill be continuity at SFDC,” she said.
After graduating from the University of Wisconsin neering Proving Grounds and now Mark Center in
at Green Bay with a bachelor of science in regional Alexandria,” she said.
Her participation in the BRAC process was accenanalysis, Fritts commenced her career in Milwaukee
tuated by her participation on the
overseeing a redevelopment
BRAC Board of Advisors representproject. From there she reing SFDC, along with Neel. Fritts has
turned to her hometown of
also served on the Mount Vernon-Lee
Green Bay to run its Urban
Chamber of Commerce Board of DiMain Street Program. Then it
rectors.
was on to Wausaw, Wis., and
Following the devastation of Hurtheir downtown development
ricane Katrina in New Orleans, Fritts
project.
went there on a volunteer basis to
After getting her master’s deserve as an economic advisor for the
gree in urban studies with an
City’s restructuring. Under her direcemphasis on economic develoption, SFDC has seen more than $433
ment from the University of
million in development take place
Wisconsin at Milwaukee, Fritts
along the Route 1 corridor.
came to Rockville, Md., in 1998
She is also a realist when it comes
to initiate its Economic Redeto such things as revitalization. “We
velopment Program. That
can plan all the pretty buildings in
lasted until 2002.
the world but without a viable eco“I left the economic developnomic plan they mean nothing,” she
ment field to run the District’s
said.
Technical Council from 2002 to
For that reason, during an SFDC
2004. That involved working Lara Fritts, SFDC executive
Board retreat in early 2006, Fritts
for a government contractor for director, wraps up final
restructured the organization by hava year which I wasn’t very pas- details at her desk.
ing members become more actively
sionate about. I have to really
like what I’m doing to make it worthwhile to come involved with the overall functions. “I wanted the
to work,” she said, sitting at her desk at SFDC head- board to have actual committee assignments that
quarters in the IMP Building on Richmond Highway. would produce and guide results,” she said.
That game plan resulted in the creation of four
“That’s when I decided to take a year off and reevaluate my career,” Fritts said. In 2005 along came committees: An Executive Committee, composed of
the officers; A Marketing Committee to search out
the offer to head up SFDC.
“It was an immediate match as far as I was con- new opportunities and build on existing ones; An
cerned. And, it has proven to be the right move at Urban Design Committee to deal with such matters
the right time. It has really been great to see how as the new Wayfinding Program; and an Economic
this organization has changed and grown,” she said. Development Committee. That restructuring is why
That analysis was buttressed by SFDC’s President Fritts sees SFDC as now having continuity.
Rick Neel. “While we are sorry to see her go, the
SFDC is grateful for the success to which she has so “THE WAY this organization is now working, I see
greatly contributed,” he said. The organization has that as one of my most important accomplishments
commenced an extensive search for a replacement. and one of which I am very proud. I believe it has
led to the drop in office vacancies along the Route 1
FRITTS, IN CONJUNCTION with the SFDC Board corridor and the success of other marketing efforts
of Directors, has been responsible for restructuring we have put in place,” Fritts said.
the organization to better address the opportunities
SFDC’s biggest challenge in the immediate future
and challenges of revitalizing the Route 1 corridor. is funding, according to Fritts. It receives approxi
A major element of that has been, and continues to
See Fritts, Page 20
be, the restructuring of Fort Belvoir as a result of the

From Page 1

Photo by Chuck Hagee/The Gazette

People Notes
Rachel B. Collins, of Alexandria, has won “The Old Forge
Hardware Award” for her painting
“Vertebra Trio.” The award was
given by The Adirondacks National Exhibition of American Watercolors.
Army National Guard Pvt.
Juan Parducci has graduated
from basic infantry training at Fort
Benning, Columbus, Ga. Parducci
is the son of Juan Parducci and
Florentina Chavarria of Alexandria
and a 2007 graduate of T.C. Williams High School.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

May this year’s Festival of Lights be filled with
joy and gratitude for the past, the present,
and the future

B&C Jewelers

3652 King Street, Alxandria, Virginia 22302
Phone (703) 379-6010 • Fax (703) 379-8136
www.bcjewelers.net

HOLIDAY HOURS
M-F 10am-8pm
SAT 10am-6pm
SUN 11am-4pm
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Opinion
When To Chase?
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How to judge when benefits
outweigh risks to police, public?

n the past week, there were two instances
Last February, a Fairfax County Police Officer
of police chasing perpetrators through drove her police cruiser through a red traffic
multiple jurisdictions that raise some signal on Richmond Highway on the way to
questions.
answer a call, striking the car of 33 year-old
In one case, a tractor trailer driven
Ashley McIntosh and killing her. The
by a man fleeing police in Montgomofficer was cleared of charges of reckery County crossed the American Le- Editorials less driving.
gion Bridge on the Capital Beltway
into Fairfax County and then exited in Tysons
Corner before crashing down the block from
this newspaper’s offices on Westpark Drive.
Dozens of police cars from Maryland and Virginia participated in the chase, broadcast live
everal thoughtful emails were sent re
on some channels via helicopter.
sponding to our editorial, “Don’t Lump
The chase ended with a few fender benders
Poor Students Together.” (Dec. 3, 2008,
and the suspect being tasered. No one else was w w w. c o n n e c t i o n n e w s p a p e r s . c o m /
hurt.
article.asp?article=322904&paper=65&cat=110)
But we wonder what kind of damage could
Some writers pointed to many factors besides
have occurred.
concentration of student poverty that affect the
When does it make sense to chase a suspect quality of a school.
driving a vehicle with contents unknown into
For example, Graham Road Elementary, with
the center of one of the largest shopping dis- a high percent poverty rate, performs compatricts in the United States during the holiday rably to many schools with wealthy student
shopping season? With helicopters in pursuit populations. Graham Road, at least one writer
perhaps this is a case where tracking the truck said, is a good school because of great princiuntil it ran out of gas was a possibility.
pal, great resources and parents who care.
Last week, a 19-year-old bank robbery susThe way the editorial was written does
pect from McLean was shot dead by police present too simplistic a picture.
within sight of a middle school after a foot
While concentration of poverty in schools
chase led them to an Arlington neighborhood. creates significant and often unnecessary chal-

I

We don’t pretend to understand all of the
factors that come into play in making such decisions in general or these decisions in particular. We do know that we would like police to
be open with the public about their policies.
— Mary Kimm,
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

More on Poor Students

S

lenges, and decreasing the concentration has
benefits, this is far from the only factor involved
in creating a successful school and student
achievement.
Absolutely a great principal can inspire staff
and parents; teachers and parents who care
can make an incredible difference. And it is
also quite possible for a school populated by
affluent families to be mediocre.
Any yet, as the school system draws new
boundaries, it is a mistake to create this additional challenge of concentrating poor students
in one school.
But there is much more work than that involved in creating great schools.
— Mary Kimm,
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Letters

‘Messiah’
On
Thursday
he West Potomac High
School Choirs and West
Potomac alumni, faculty, parents, and community
members will present Handel’s
“Messiah” on Thursday, Dec. 18.
The concert will be conducted by Ernest Johnson, West
Potomac choral director. Soloists include Melanie Bales, soprano; Jihanna Davis, alto;
George Ingram III, tenor, and
Rodrigo Vega, bass. The orchestra will consist of teachers and
professional musicians from
throughout Fairfax County.
The concert will begin at 7:30
p.m. at West Potomac High
School in the Springbank Auditorium, 6500 Quander Road.
Tickets are $10 for adults, $5
for students (18 and under) and
senior citizens, and can be purchased at the door.
For more information, visit the
West Potomac Choirs’ Web site:
www.westpotomacchoirs.org or
call the choral office at 703-7182687.

Informative
Analysis
To the Editor:
Congratulations to Julia
O’Donoghue for a well researched
and very informative analysis of
why the racial and ethnic composition of Fairfax County’s political
leadership is as it is. (The County
Line, Dec. 11-17). It should be a
good resource for teachers of civics and government.

T

J. Griffin Crump
Alexandria
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Opinion

Since 1958 - 50 years ago
Maurice Silverman has been buying & selling

Slang: Finding Common Language
are affected by mass use and reThe Gazette gion. Some words stem from the
combination of other, already-exf language identifies who we isting, words; others are just shortare, what statement does ened words. Technology has also
today’s lingo make about us? largely contributed to our lanTeens have often been guage, with common phrases,
thought of as a barometer for such as “LOL,” “BRB” and “OMG”
trend setting: the fashion indus- which have found their way, not
try takes ideas from the liberated only into electronic conversations,
way we dress, technology
but, also into verbal ones.
targets our abilities, comHowever, when is it apOne Teen’s propriate
panies count on our
to speak or
Voice
spending power and lanwrite this way? When will
guage is affected by each
these abbreviated, nownew generation. Our current “teen slang words, find their way into
speak” is possibly a reflection of our English papers, our history
our fast paced world. Everything essays or even a conversation with
we do seems to be accelerated — an older person with whom such
so doesn’t it stand to reason that language would not be appropriour language would also be af- ate (or whom possibly wouldn’t
fected? Is it just a trend or are we understand)? Brad Park, Alexanactually changing the way we dria resident and English teacher
talk?º
claimed: “I think that students are
We set the vernacular, not only aware that they should use stanamong teens, but one that spreads dard English in formal essays;
into the daily usage of all age however, at the same time somegroups; and as is evidenced from times slang slips into their essays
past “new” words, they may even without them being aware that
find their way into our dictionar- they have used these types of exies. Language is a complex thing; pressions, or without recognizing
a phenomenon; an always evolv- that these types of expressions
ing
spoken
art.
During could risk losing a reader’s respect
Shakespeare’s time there were
only about 108,000 words in the
English language, with only about
500 of those used by the commoners, compared to nearly 540,000
today. This number is growing all
the time; there are an estimated
800 new words added to the dictionary each year. From the beginning, verbal communication
has changed and continued to do
so as the world has moved through
time. Peter Sokolwski, the editorat-large for the Merriam-Webster
dictionary, said “as soon as we see
the word used without explanation or translation or gloss, we
consider it a naturalized citizen of
the English language … if somebody is using it to convey a specific idea and that idea is successfully conveyed in that word, it’s
ready to go in the dictionary.” In
Shakespeare’s day, with a limited
number of words to choose from,
playwrights would often make up
words, which then became legitimate vocabulary in the English
language. These writers are responsible for a number of our everyday words including obscene,
majestic, luggage, puke, gossip,
arouse, and blushing.
What we say, how we say it, and
the syntax we use, all contribute
to the lingo of our community.
“Totes,” “deff,” and “crunk” are all
examples of words that have come
about in our youth. We draw inspiration from celebrities, music
videos, and commercials; and they
By A. L. Williams

I
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or attention.”
In short, what our new “hip” language says about us is, in truth,
we are not that “diff” from previous generations of teens. We are
simply using our resources to express our world in our words. We
are just trying to “uniqueify” our
time in history.
With this language so ubiquitous, it would seem as though everybody would be using it. However, do we want our parents using this same language that we
have marked as ours, or would we
find it intrusive? We want them to
understand what we are saying,
but that doesn’t mean it would be
okay if when I asked my mom if I
could go out she said: “I’m down
with that.” If you want to help
close the generation gap, consider
“Urban Dictionary: Fularious
Street Slang Defined” by Aaron
Peckham (about $10 at
Amazon.com) as a great stocking
stuffer for your parents. That said,
I totes hope your Xmas is da bomb
and your New Years is beast!*
(*Note to parents: I hope you
have a great Christmas and New
Years!)

INTRIGUING OBJECTS FROM MANY CENTURIES
& BEAUTIFUL ANTIQUE JEWELRY
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Open Every Day
Noon - Five
through December 24th

Silverman Galleries
Antiques & Antique Jewelry

110 NORTH SAINT ASAPH, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 (HEART OF OLD TOWN)
703.836.5363

www.SilvermanGalleries.com

Celebrating 50 years, 1958 - 2008

Give the Gift of Dance
Holiday Gift Certificates
for
Group Dance Lessons
Private Dance Lessons
Wedding Couples
Dance Parties
Showcases

Call 703 751 8868

Dance Studio Lioudmila
18 Roth St., 2nd floor
Alexandria, VA 22314
(just off of Duke Street, Free Parking)

Latin, Ballroom, Salsa, & Swing

7 days
until...
you experience a magical
transformation from a
mere mortal of a man, to
a hero of legendary and
mythical proportions!
HOLIDAY HOURS
M-F 10am-6pm
SAT 10am-6pm
SUN 11am-4pm

B&C Jewelers

3652 King Street, Alxandria, Virginia 22302
Phone (703) 379-6010 • Fax (703) 379-8136
www.bcjewelers.net
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Local Performer Plays Dual Instruments
Kaleigh plays both
the violin and viola.
airfax Station Violist Kaleigh Elizabeth Acord will perform with Russian pianist Irina Kats, Sunday,
Dec. 21 at 7:30 p.m. at The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. The program
will include Bartok, Bach and Brahms. Free.
703-838-4994
or
recitalprogramsandpromotions@verizon.net.

F

Introduce yourself:
I am a 17-year-old high school senior. A
classical musician, I perform on both violin
and viola.
How did you get your start in
music and how long have you been
performing?
I began piano lessons at age 7, and took
up violin and viola at age 11. I have been
performing almost as long as I have been
playing music.
What is it that you love about
performing?
I find my greatest satisfaction in knowing that I have crossed the bridge between
technicality and musicality, conquered all
my personal demons, and succeeded in
communicating something truly meaningful to an audience.
What is your best memory when it
comes to music?
I do not have a single best musical
memory. But every time I play respectably
at a performance I was nervous about, I am
on cloud nine for the rest of the night—
sometimes the rest of the week. It’s also
extremely rewarding to go back to a piece
you struggled with a while ago, only to realize that all those passages that were so
perplexing are much more manageable.
Where is your favorite place to
play, either publicly or personally?
Retirement and nursing home audiences

are so appreciative; I adore
them and love to play for
them. As for venue and
acoustics alone, I am quite
fond of the Lyceum, which
is fortunate since I perform
there relatively frequently.
Best compliment
about a performance?
All the compliments that
I have appreciated most
have been those regarding
my ability to command the
stage. As a performer, it’s
your goal to have everyone
so wrapped up in your
musical messages that they
almost forget to blink.
What is your favorite
piece of music and
why?
There are many pieces of
music near and dear to my
heart. My current favorite,
Kaleigh Acord will perform at the Lyceum on Sunday, Dec. 21.
however, is Brahms’
“Double Concerto for Viosomeone starting out in the busilin and Cello.” It’s got everything: brilliantly Where have you toured?
I have not toured anywhere officially, but ness?
voiced interplay between the two solo inTry out as many different types of music
struments, flashy virtuosity, shimmering I do enjoy making the rounds of local reas possible, and find which one(s) suit you
nostalgia, unforgiving flirtatiousness, dark tirement and nursing homes.
best. Knowing your strengths will help you
mysteriousness, utter ferocity… and beto better recognize and deal with your
yond. The emotional color palette is as- Anything special about the upcoming show?
weaknesses. Never try to squelch your pertounding.
There are few pieces written specifically sonality in your music; the audience is inand originally for the viola, and Bela terested in your unique temperament, not
Describe your sound:
I like to think that I have not one sound, Bartok’s spectacular “Viola Concerto” is one how many notes you make or miss, what
but many. I have recently become more of them. It is both technically and musically note you didn’t articulate quite correctly, or
aware of the fact that within any one piece demanding, and is written extremely intri- what bow stroke you wish you’d had more
or movement, there are separate characters cately. Bartok was very interested in Euro- time to perfect.
represented by different motifs or harmo- pean folk music, some of which he wove
nies. My job as a performer is to give each into the Concerto (as well as many other Any parting thoughts?
When it comes to practice, it’s quality, not
of these characters an individual voice. As works). Bartok also made use of “continua possible juxtaposition: a ghostly, mysteri- ing variation” — the concept of taking one quantity. Every musician has a maximum
ous character should have a chalky, quiver- musical theme or motif, dissecting it, and of concentration time in a day. Therefore,
ing, uncertain voice; a sprightly character using isolated aspects to create what sound it’s essential to make the time you spend
like new themes. However, if you go back with your instrument as densely productive
should have a bright, resilient voice.
to the score of the piece with a knowing as possible. Making an effort to practice
eye, it’s clear that it all relates.
more efficiently can get you more mileage
Biggest musical influences:
than simply increasing your overall time.
While there are several composers I reTen minutes spent on a couple difficult
vere highly, I undoubtedly have the stron- Future plans:
I have applied for Fall 2009 conservatory measures is ultimately going to yield better
gest connection with Brahms. My strengths
results than 30 minutes spent “running
lie in fiery brilliance and warm sentimen- admission.
through” a piece, neglecting spots that need
tality, which are both integral parts of
What would you recommend to
extra attention.
Brahms’ musical vocabulary.

This Father Doesn’t Know Best
American Century revives 1930’s smash hit.
By Brad Hathaway
Gazette

n 1938, nostalgia hit Broadway in a big
way. Now The American Century Theatre, which has as its mission the revival of the important Review
American plays of the 20th century which are seldom seen today, takes up

I
Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure
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the play “Life with Father” which ran longer
than any other non-musical on Broadway.
The play was based on the short stories
of Clarence Day, Jr. about living in the home
of his father, an irritable, short-tempered
but soft-hearted head of household in the
New York City of the 1890s. Day’s affection
for his dad shined through his portrait of
his peculiarities just as his father’s affection

for his family shone through his bluster.
As popular as the short stories and the
subsequent book-length collection was in
the 1930s, it was the play that turned the
story of the home life of Clarence Day, Sr.
into a cultural phenomenon. Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse had been successful
playwrights turning out hit musicals (their
“Anything Goes” with its score by Cole Por
See Theater, Page 11
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Theater

“Life with Father” plays Jan. 8 - 24 at the Theatre Two of the Gunston Arts Center, 2700 South
Lang Street. Performances are Thursday – Saturday at 8 p.m., matinees on Saturday and Sunday at 2:30 p.m. and special pay-what-you-can performances on Thursdays, Jan. 14 and 21 at
8 p.m. Tickets are $25 - $32. Call 703-998-4555 or visit www.americancentury.org.

‘Life’ at Gunston Arts
From Page 10
ter is still considered a classic of its type) when
they took up the challenge of turning Day’s stories
into a comedy.
The result of their efforts opened to glowing reviews and kept selling tickets for seven years, finally
closing with an astonishing 3,224 performances
under its belt. What’s more, a movie version came
out in 1947 and was a hit. Then, in 1953, an early
television-era “sitcom” debuted and ran for three
seasons.
So why is it that we don’t see the play produced
very often? The production on the stage at Theatre
Two of the Gunston Arts Center answers that question. It is a very dated piece. Twice dated, really —
for it was an exercise in nostalgia when it opened
and now, looking back at a 1938 play which looked
back at 1892 gives it two layers of reminiscence. To
do it justice requires a very refined touch, and while
this production hints at the charms that lurk under
the bombastic surface, it doesn’t quite make it as
winning as it clearly should be.
Joe Cronin, who portrays Father Day with a nice
touch of confusion and subsurface tenderness, and
Deborah Critzer, who shows the affection that explains her willingness to put up with his bombast,
deliver nice performances. The children are well portrayed as well, with both Karl Bittner as the eldest
and Billy Puschel as the middle son being particularly pleasurable. Even the staff (every upper-middle
class home in New York in the “gay nineties” had

The Ultimate Christmas Gift
WWII Warbird Rides
Over 3000 flights
since 1996

AEROBATICS • ON-BOARD VIDEO SYSTEM • HANDS-ON FLYING
GREAT VIEWS OF SKYLINE DRIVE, HARPERS FERRY AND
CIVIL WAR BATTLEFIELDS
CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR GIFT FLIGHT PACKAGES
WWW.GIFTFLIGHT.COM

540-635-2203

FIGHTER COMMAND, WINCHESTER, VA

Joe Cronin and Deborah Critzer in “Life
With Father.”
cooks and maids) do well, especially Lexi Haddad.
In the half century following the play’s premiere,
television gave us a parade of sitcoms trading on the
now-tired formula of the head of the household being manipulated by a family that lets him think he’s
having his way while he fails to recognize that he
isn’t really in charge. But Bill Cosby changed that in
1984 with a father more deserving of respect who
didn’t have to hide his affection for his family or be
fooled into doing what was clearly best.
Brad Hathaway reviews theater in Virginia, Washington and
Maryland as well as Broadway, and edits Potomac Stages,
(www.PotomacStages.com). He can be reached at
Brad@PotomacStages.com.

For info, see www.maddnova.org
or 703-379-1135

Sponsor

Come Taste the Difference
Bradlee Shopping Center
3690J King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

703.820.8600
Holiday Hours
Daily 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 21, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Christmas Eve until 6 p.m.

Give the gift of a WINE CLUB
this holiday season!
The Enthusiast, 6 bottles $95
The Entertainer, 3 bottles $75
The Connoisseur, 3 bottles $145

Visit www.unwinedonline.com
All Virginia and D.C. orders processed by
Sunday, December 21st will arrive by Christmas.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Mount Vernon Gazette ❖ December 18-24, 2008 ❖ 11

12 ❖ Mount Vernon Gazette ❖ December 18-24, 2008

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Mount Vernon Gazette ❖ December 18-24, 2008 ❖ 13

14 ❖ Mount Vernon Gazette ❖ December 18-24, 2008

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Mount Vernon Gazette ❖ December 18-24, 2008 ❖ 15

Calendar
E-mail calendar announcements to the
Mount
Vernon
Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Photos and artwork are encouraged.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the following week’s paper. Call Rebecca Halik
at 703-917-6407 with questions.

ONGOING
Mount Vernon Community bands
need members. All concert band
musicians wanted. Most needed are:
oboes, bassoons, French horns,
saxophones, flutes, trombones, and
clarinets. Also needed and welcome
are: percussionists, and players of
tubas, euphoniums, trumpets. Visit
www.mvbands.com, e-mail
MVSwingBand@Cox.net or call 703339-6534 for more information.
On Sundays from noon-5 p.m., visit the
Waterfront and see historyinspired performances near the
Torpedo Factory; do a “meet and
greet” of early Alexandria residents
and travelers near the Waterfront
and lower King Street. Free. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org for more.
Children enter a world of fantasy and
fables when costumed interpreters
weave three tales together during
Mount Vernon’s storytelling session,
“Once Upon a Time at Mount
Vernon”, held every Saturday and
Sunday at 2 p.m. through
December at the Hands-On History
room in the Donald W. Reynolds
Education Center, 3200 Mount
Vernon Memorial Highway. The
storytelling program is recommended
for children ages three to eight.
Parental supervision is required.
“Once Upon at Time at Mount
Vernon” is included in regular Estate
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admission: adults, $13.00; youth
ages 6-11, $6.00; and children under
5 are admitted free.
Historic Mount Vernon welcomes all
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Camp
Fire Club members (in uniform or
wearing an official pin) to free
admission during its Scouting Days
program beginning Nov. 1 through
Feb. 15, 2009. For more information,
visit www.MountVernon.org.
Gallery West presents “Small Works
and Holiday Show and Silent
Auction” through Jan. 4 at 1213
King St. Features a variety of art
work by members in every size.
Silent auction ends Dec. 8. Visit
www.gallery-west.com or call 703549-6006.
Gather the Family at Woodlawn
runs Dec. 14,21 and 28 at
Woodlawn. Experience an 1820s
Christmas with America’s First Family
before trees, Santa and stockings.
Tours available from 5:30-8:30 p.m.
$15/person; $5/grades K-12. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or call 703780-4000.
The Alexandria Jaycees will sell
Christmas trees this season, with
proceeds in part benefiting the
chapter’s holiday shopping tour for
kids. The annual tree sales support
the Holiday Shopping Tour for
underprivileged kids and the
chapter’s general programming funds
for community and leadership
development. The Holiday
Shopping Tour gives area kids a
fun shopping day with funds
provided and pizza party to follow,
which allows them to purchase gifts
for their families. This year’s
shopping event is set for Dec. 13.

The Alexandria Jaycees tree lot is
located in the parking lot at the
Safeway on the corner of S. Royal
and Gibbon Streets in Old Town
Alexandria. Tree sales until Dec.
20 or when trees sell out). Lot hours
are: Monday-Friday 6 p.m.-9 p.m.;
Saturdays 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sundays 9
a.m.-5 p.m. For more details or for
membership information, call the
Jaycees’ 24-hour recorded event line
703-866-7171 or visit
www.alexjaycees.org.
Tree Sale. The Alexandria Police
department Christmas tree sale
begins on Friday, Dec. 5 at the
Alexandria Union Station parking lot
(110 Callahan Drive). The official lot
hours are: Monday-Thursday, 3-9
p.m.; Friday, 3-10 p.m.; Saturday
and Sunday, 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Proceeds benefit the Alexandria
Police Youth Camp.
The Alliance Dance Institute presents
“The Nutcracker” from through
Dec. 28 in the Landmark Mall, 5801
Duke St. Fifty-five minute long
performances are Saturdays and
Sundays at 1 p.m., 3 p.m. and 5 p.m.
$20/person. After the show, stay for
photo opportunities. Visit
www.adidance.com or 703-3546000.
The American Horticultural Society hosts
holiday happenings at its
headquarters at River Farm. From
Dec. 1 to Jan. 16, River Farm’s
grounds and estate house will feature
lights, poinsettias, and other festive
holiday decorations. All are welcome
to visit and enjoy Monday through
Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., but note that

See Calendar, Page 17
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the grounds will be closed from Dec. 25
through Jan. 4.
Mystique Fine Jewelry and
Designs, 211 Strand Waterfront in
Alexandria, will sell “December Love
Stone,” a 25-carat rose quartz
cabochon ring. Visit
www.mystiquejewelers.com or 703836-1401.
La Muse, 108 N. Patrick St., collects
and ships donations for
www.AnySoldier.com every day of
the year. Bring donations to La Muse
and it will be packaged and shipped
to soldiers. For ideas on what to

donate go to: www.ShopLaMuse.net/
Anysoldier.html or call 703-6831696.
Historic Mount Vernon welcomes
Inauguration visitors in January
with 20 percent off adult admission.
Visitors must print the coupon from
Mount Vernon’s Web site: http://
visit.mountvernon.org. January is
also the 250th wedding anniversary
of George and Martha Washington,
and on display Jan. 12 – Feb. 23 are
Mrs. Washington’s wedding slippers,
which have not been exhibited at
Mount Vernon in over 30 years. $15
for adults; $7 for youth ages 6-11;
and free for children five and
younger. Visit http://

visit.mountvernon.org or 703-7802000.
Woodlawn’s Needlework
exhibition is March 1-31 at 9000
Richmond Highway. There will be
demonstrations, lunch by Nelly’s
Needlers and more. See needleworks
from around the world. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or 703-7804000 for more.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 17
Noonday Noel. 12:05 p.m. at The Old
Presbyterian Meeting House, 323 S.
Fairfax St. Hear music sung by the
Potomac River Chorale. Free. Visit
www.opmh.org or 703-549-6670.

Followed by lunch for $5.
Small Wonders. 10:15 a.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Children ages 13-23 months
can enjoy stories, fingerplays and
more. Free. Registration required,
703-971-0010.
Book Discussion. 7:15 p.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Adults call for title. Free. 703971-0010.
Holiday Music Performance. West
Potomac High School Chorus and
Orchestra will present “Messiah” at
6:30 p.m. in the Springbank
Auditorium, 6500 Quander Road.
Other holiday favorites will be
performed. $5/person.
Sisters in Crime. 7 p.m. at Duncan

Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Authors such as Donna Andrews,
Meriah Crawford and others will
read. Free. 703-838-4566.
Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
T.C. Williams High School, 3330 King
St. The T.C. Williams Band performs
a Winter concert. Free. 703-8246800.

THURSDAY/DEC. 18
Stories and Science. 4 p.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Children ages 4-6 can enjoy
experiments, stories and more. Free.
Registration required, 703-971-0010.

See Calendar, Page 18

Warmer Beach Waters Worth the Drive
Explore golf passion at more than 100 courses

Drive a couple hours south of the Outer Banks and discover ocean breezes
and soothing golf for months longer at quiet, quaint Sunset Beach, NC,
located just across the state line and 30 minutes’ drive time from the
airport in busy Myrtle Beach, SC. Furnished 3 or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000.
Newly remodeled, bright and airy single family, beach island home on a
secluded area of the island surrounded by views of the canal, marsh and
ocean inlet. Sit on one of the newly built front porches (1 screened) and
capture a gorgeous sunrise with your morning coffee or unwind with friends
in the evening on the back deck and experience stunning sunset views.

Whether looking for an investment property with excellent
rental history, a vacation home on an unique island,
or a little bit of both, this is the house for you.

Call Carly or David, 336-282-1870
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Music Performance. Hear music by
Douglas A. Beck at noon at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 218 S. Pitt St.
Free.
Musical Soiree. 6 p.m. at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. Hear music
by Emily Bentgen and more. Free.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org for
more.
Books Discussion. 7 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Discus “The
End and the Beginning,” “Hatred,”
and “Reality Demands” in “Poems,
New and Collected” by Wislawa
Szymborska. Free. 703-931-3559.
Art Exhibit. 5-10 p.m. at AHM Gallery,
215 S. Union St., 2nd floor. See works
by Andrew Macdonald, “From the
Fall Line to Fort Washington.” Free.
Visit www.ahmgallery.com or 571970-1466.
Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
George Washington Middle School,
1005 Mount Vernon Ave. Free. 703706-4500. Music by George
Washington Middle School students.

FRIDAY/DEC. 19
Fashion Show and Luncheon. 11
a.m. at River Farm. See designs by
students from Art Institute of
Washington. Pieces will be auctioned
off. Reservations required, 703-7685700 ext. 114.
Holiday Performance. 7 p.m. at
Market Square, 301 King St. The
Thomas Jefferson High School Choral
Department will present a choral
holiday performance and then go
caroling. Free.
Lunch Bunch. Noon at John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive.
Children up to age 5 can enjoy
stories. Free. Registration required,
703-971-0010.

Music Performance. 9 p.m. at Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 S. Pickett St. Hear
music by Richie Fields. $5/lady; $7/
gentleman. Visit
www.nicksnightclub.com or 703-7518900.
Music Performance. 8 p.m. at
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center. Hear music by the City Choir
of Washington. Tickets start at $15/
person. Visit
www.thecitychoirofwashington.org
or 301-572-6865.
Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 a.m. at
Hooray for Books, 1555 King St.
Children 2 and under can enjoy
stories and songs. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-5484092.
Music Performance. 8 p.m. at the
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St. Hear
music by the City Choir of
Washington. Tickets range between
$15-$45/person. 301-572-6865.
Holiday Concert. 7 p.m. at Market
Square, 301 King St. and 8 p.m. at
King Street Arcade, 100 block of King
St. Hear Thomas Jefferson High
School Choral Department. Free.
Visit alexandriava.gov/recreation or
703-838-4686.

SATURDAY/DEC. 20
Family Gardening Workshop. 2-3
p.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Children and
adults learn about growing flower
bulbs indoors. $15 per project.
Materials included. Register at 703642-5173.
Art Exhibit. See artwork by Yuri
Kokoyanin at The von Brahler Ltd./
Gallery, 1437 Powhatan St., from 11

See Calendar, Page 19

Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”
Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner
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Calendar
From Page 18
a.m.-3 p.m. Call for weekday hours, 703798-8686. Free.
Santa Railway Express. Ride with
Santa from King Street Station to Old
Town Manassas and back on two
Fridays before Christmas. The train
departs King Street Train Station in
Alexandria at 1:25 p.m. and travels
to Old Town Manassas Train Station.
Passengers will disembark for holiday
stories and treats. The train returns
to King Street at 3:30 p.m. Buy
tickets only at Whistle Stop Hobbies
in Old Town. Visit
www.whistlestophobbies.com for
more.
Music Performance. 9 p.m. at Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 S. Pickett St. Hear
music by Richie Fields. $5/lady; $7/
gentleman. Visit
www.nicksnightclub.com or 703-7518900.
Holiday Ice Show. 11:30 a.m.-1:30
p.m. at Mount Vernon RECenter,
2017 Belle View Blvd. Free.
Holiday Tea. 2 p.m. at The Grille at
Morrison House, 116 S. Alfred St.
Children can hear a reading of “The
Polar Express,” make ornaments and
more while enjoying tea. $38/adult;
$28/child. Reservations encouraged,
703-838-8000.
Theater Performance. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
at Historic Alexandria History Center,
101 N. Union St. Shakespearean
actors will perform scenes. Free. 703706-5262.
Holiday Performance. 4-7 p.m. at
Historic Alexandria History Center,
101 N. Union St. Charlotte, enslaved
seamstress to Martha Washington
will talk about her life. Free. 703706-5262.
Music Performance. 3 p.m. at the
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts

Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St. Hear
music by the City Choir of
Washington. Tickets range between
$15-$45/person. 301-572-6865.
Carol Sing. 4 p.m. at St. Aidan’s
Episcopal Church, 8531 Riverside
Road. Free. Sing along with the
Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic and Youth Orchestra.
Visit www.staidansepiscopal.com or
703-360-4220.
Hooray for the Holidays
Storytime. 11 a.m. at Hooray for
Books, 1555 King St. Children ages 2
and up can enjoy holiday stories.
Free. Visit www.hooray4books.com
or 703-548-4092.
Children’s Christmas Party. Noon2:30 p.m. at Hilton Mark Center,
5000 Seminary Road. More than 100
children will enjoy surprise guests,
food, presents and more. Contact
Captain Thurston McClain at 703
838-4653.
Santa’s Workshop. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at
Mount Vernon Rec Center, 2701
Commonwealth Ave. Visit with Santa
and his elves, view model trains,
create ornaments and more. Free, but
cost for some activities. Donations of
new, unwrapped toys accepted.
Music Performance. 9 p.m. at
O’Shaughnessy’s, 1324 King St. Hear
music by Folkadelic. Visit
www.myspace.com/folkadelics for
more.
Caroling for Cats. 5 p.m. at the
Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria, 4101 Eisenhower Ave.
Families can enjoy caroling, crafts
and more. Bring unopened pet food
for the shelter’s Community Pet Food
Bank. Free. 703-838-4774.

SUNDAY/DEC. 21

Kokoyanin at The von Brahler Ltd./
Gallery, 1437 Powhatan St., from 11
a.m.-3 p.m. Call for weekday hours,
703-798-8686. Free.
Holiday Music Performance. From
3-5 p.m. enjoy music by “The
Colonial Ringers and the Canterbury
Ringers” at the Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St., Alexandria. Free.
Visitors will also be able to give a try
with the music bells. Call Bob Schurk
at 703-838-4994.
Music Performance. 3 p.m. at Bishop
Ireton High School, 201 Cambridge
Road. Hear music by the Washington
Metropolitan Philharmonic. Free,
donations accepted.
Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at the
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Virginia violist Kaleigh Acord
performs with Russian pianist Irina
Kats. Free. 703-838-4994.
Winter Solstice. 2 p.m. at Potomac
Overlook Regional Park, off Marcey
Road. Watch “The World in 70
Acres,” about the park. Refreshments
and music. Free. 703-528-5406.
Puppet Show. Noon-6 p.m. at Historic
Alexandria History Center, 101 N.
Union St. KD Puppets’ perform. Free.
703-706-5262.

Enjoy New Year’s dinner in
Old Town’s Italian Trattoria
complete with the romance of Italian
Piano Music with Opera Performers

Four-course Dinner
with Champagne or
House Wine
includes balloons,
noisemakers,
hats, etc.
Open Christmas
Eve for dinner
ala carte menu

Opera Nite
Dec 28th

Happy Holidays to
all our Patrons
– Franco Abbruzzetti

MONDAY/DEC. 22
Writer’s Group. 7 p.m. at Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre.
Adults can read work for feedback.
Free. 703-339-4610.

Trattoria
da Franco

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 24

305 S. Washington Street
Old Town • 703-548-9338

Christmas Carols and Lessons. 11
p.m. at The Old Presbyterian Meeting
House, 323 S. Fairfax St. Music with
choir and brass quintet. Free. Visit
www.opmh.org or 703-549-6670.

Daily Specials • Private Party Rooms •
Ample Free Parking After 5 pm

Art Exhibit. See artwork by Yuri

The

Royal Restaurant
(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”

You don’t have to think to hard, let us solve this classic question.
In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.
Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

$4.00 OFF
Per gallon of any
Regal Product
Must be presented at time of purchase.

FREE

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge
6229 Richmond Hwy
Must be presented at time of purchase.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm
Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616
Ample Free Parking
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YOU WANT QUALITY SERVICE
FROM A LOCAL AGENT

Chris Umbel

People

SFDC’s Lara Fritts Moves On
From Page 7

State Farm Agent

703-751-4404
We are open on Saturdays!
Hablamos Español
Visit Us at www.novainsure.com

Auto • Home • Business • Life • Health
State Farm

Home Office Bloomington, IL State Farm.com

THIS IS “DANDY”
He is a domestic short
hair gray and white
neutered male. His DOB
is 4/2008. He is as sweet
and loving as can be. He
is looking for his forever
home. Come and meet
him and fall in love.

HUMANE SOCIETY
OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday
10-4 and Saturdays 10-3.
4057 Chain Bridge Rd., Fairfax, VA 22030 • 703-385-7387

mately $203,000 per year from Fairfax County.
That is the sole source of funds. What will happen
now, in this economic climate, is unclear.
“We thought about initiating a private fund-raising effort. But, to do that properly we would have
to hire a consultant. I could do it but then I would
have to stop all my other work. Fund-raising is a
fulltime effort. And, that is even more so in this fiscal environment,” Fritts said.
That ultimate decision will now be left to her replacement. Fritts, husband Mike, and their 14-year-

old Jack Russell terrier, Rascal, are off to Wisconsin
at the end of 2008. She will commence her new job
on Jan. 12, 2009.
Presently, they are house hunting there while trying to sell their home in Prince George’s County which
they built in 2004. “If we don’t sell this one for a
while we’ll probably end up renting there until it does
sell,” she said.
For Fritts economic analysis is personal as well as
professional. She hopes to build on her educational
resume by pursuing her doctorate at the University
of Wisconsin along with her new job challenge once
she gets settled.

Martha Washington Library Closing for Renovations
Martha Washington Library, 6614 Fort Hunt Road,
will close at 5 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20, for renovations that are expected to take a minimum of 18
months. During that time the library will operate
from a temporary site at 6328 Richmond Highway,
Unit F.
While the Martha Washington branch is closed customers can visit any of the nearby branches including any of the following:
❖ Sherwood Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall
Lane, 703- 765-3645,
❖ John Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive,
703-971-0010,
❖ Kingstowne Library, 6500 Lansdown Center,
703-339-4610.

For directions and/or hours of operation, visit the
library Web site at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library.
Due dates for library books and other items will be
adjusted based on the closing and opening dates of
the temporary location. Materials borrowed from
Martha Washington Library can be returned to any
Fairfax County Public Library.
Renovations will include expansion of the overall
facility from the present 10,220 square feet to approximately 17,990 square feet with the addition of
55 parking spaces. Other improvements include: 16
public computers; and the expansion of meeting space
for group study, quiet study and community groups.
Funding for the expansion was approved by a 2004
bond referendum.

Bulletin Board
To have a notice listed in the Bulletin Board,
e-mail gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Call Rebecca Halik at 703-917-6407 with
questions.

Hermitage in Northern Virginia. Meet
with other members and get
information on Alzheimer’s or other
memory loss ailments. Free. 703-7973815.

THURSDAY/DEC. 18
Health Screening. 9 a.m. at Old
Town Sport and Health Club, 209
Madison St. Get screened to reduce
risk of having a stroke. To schedule
an appointment,
www.lifelinescreening.com or 1-800697-9721.
Healing Relationships: Guided
Meditation. 1 p.m. at Mindful
Hands Gallery, 211 King St. Guided
meditation workshop for healing and
reducing stress. $30. Facilitated by
Dona Witten, PhD, of Integrated Life
Path Coaching. Call 703-980-1878
for more information and to register.

TUESDAY/JAN. 20
Support Group. 6:30 p.m. at The

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 21
Joint Replacements. Dr. Kevin
Fricka, will be discussing the latest
advancements in joint replacements
and osteoarthritis at Inova Mount
Vernon Hospital at 7 p.m., 2501
Parker’s Lane. Call Inova
HealthSource at 703-750-8800 to
register for this free lecture.

THURSDAY/JAN. 22
Pain Management. Dr. Talal Ghazal
is holding a lecture to discuss pain
management at Inova Mount Vernon
Hospital, at 7 p.m., 2501 Parker’s
Lane. To attend this free lecture,
contact Inova HealthSource at 703750-8800.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 11
Shoulder Pain. Dr. Sameer Nagda,
will be discussing new ways to treat
shoulder problems at Inova Mount
Vernon Hospital, at 7 p.m., 2501
Parker’s Lane. Call Inova
HealthSource at 703-750-8800 to
register for this free lecture.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 18
Joint Replacement Advancement.
Dr. Kevin Fricka, will be discussing
the latest advancements in joint
replacements and osteoarthritis at
Inova Mount Vernon Hospital, at 7
p.m., 2501 Parker’s Lane. Call Inova
HealthSource at 703-750-8800 to
register for this free lecture.

See Bulletin, Page 22

Celebrate the holidays with the
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites Historic District Alexandria

Christmas Day Br unch
Sliced Roasted Herbed Turkey
Seared Salmon with Maple Syrup & Whole Grain Mustard Glaze
Smoked Virginia Ham with Butter Rum Sauce
Call now to start booking your memorable experience.
Reservations Required
R o d r i g o Ve r a
625 First Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
T: (703) 299 – 5140 Rodrigo.Vera@ihg.com
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Community

Sales Supports Community Service Projects
he Kiwanis Club and the Kiwanis K-Kids
are selling holiday trees and greens at
the Belle View Shopping Center. Last
weekend students from Stratford
Landing’s Kiwanis K-Kids joined in to sell handmade ornaments. All proceeds from the ornament
sale benefit the group’s community service
projects. For more information on the Kiwanis Club
visit www.kiwanis.org

T

Richard
Peterson
carries a tree
to the trimming area.

Candy cane
reindeer kits
were assembled by the
club members
for sale.

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette

K-Kids Club treasurer Victor Fuentes and Maxwell
Jenkins greet customers at the holiday sale.

Mark West helps a customer with selecting a tree.

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...
Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church
“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

Sunday

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100
CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029
FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854
ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084
BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122
CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725

7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003
NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112
ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555
BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406
DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST
CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
CHURCH...703-836-7332
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003
CHURCH…..703-751-4666
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608
WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
METHODEST...703-780-4696
SYNOD…703-549-0155
WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Highlight Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510
ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670
HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
CHURCH OF CHRIST
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083 WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766
CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949
CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

Weekdays

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 www.gs-cc.org
Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST
ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404
CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222
BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565
SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239
VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Funeral & Cremation
Services

Jefferson Funeral Chapel

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

5755 Castlewellan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22315

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

703-971-7400

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM
CONGREGATION…703-998-6460
SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF
ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774
SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW
CONGREGATION…703-370-9400
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891
COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545
BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577
SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

• Local Family OwnedOperated.
• Convenient to Neighborhoods.
• New Facility/ Full Service Funeral Home
with Traditional Chapel and Large
Visitation Rooms.
• Substantial Savings without Sacrificing the
Quality of Caring Service.
• Courtliest and Professional Caring Staff.

Please call for your free brochure
at no obligation to you.
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Zemfira Stage

News

THE LITTLEST
ANGEL
by Patricia Gray, and
JACOB MARLEY’S
CHRISTMAS
CAROL
by Tom Mula
Every Thurs, Fri and Sat @ 8P.M.
Starting Dec 18 through Dec 20
Photos by Chuck Hagee/The Gazette

Dec 20, Sat at 3P.M. matinee as well as an evening performance
The Lyceum
201 S. Washington St, Alexandria, VA
$15.00 General admission - $10 Srs and students - $5 Children

Info/Res: 703-318-0619 or 703-615-6626
www.zemfirastage.com

Rising Hope United Methodist Mission Church on Russell Road in southeastern Lee
District is packed with members during the annual Blessing of the Angel Gifts service
kicking off the Christmas season.

Blessing of the Angel Gifts
From Page 1
LuAnn Mudrak. LuAnn Mudrak chaired the Angel
Project ministry this year.
The project is made possible by donations from
the following churches and organizations: Andrew
Chapel UMC, Annandale UMC, Cameron UMC,
Christ UMC, Franconia UMC, Immanuel UMC, Washington Farm UMC, Washington Street UMC, St.
Aidan’s Episcopal Church, Burke UMC Youth Group,
Mount Vernon Rotary Club, and Washington Street
Preschool.

Dale Turner, an original member
of Rising Hope United Methodist
Mission Church, and her two
children, Briana and Christopher, hold the gifts they received
following the church’s annual
Blessing of the Angel Gifts
service.

Bulletin Board
From Page 20
THURSDAY/FEB. 19
Neck Pain. Dr. Corey Wallach is
holding a lecture to discuss neck pain
at Inova Mount Vernon Hospital, at 7
p.m., 2501 Parker’s Lane. To attend
this free lecture, contact Inova
HealthSource at 703-750-8800.

ONGOING
Hopkins House
(www.hopkinshouse.org) is a local
charity that provides preschool
services for children and offers family
education workshops for parents.
This time of year donations of facial
tissue, diapers/pull-ups, wipes,
batteries, construction paper, and
crayons are needed. 703-539-4232
ext. 4086.
The Inova Mount Vernon Hospital
Auxiliary is currently accepting
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applications for adult volunteers. A
variety of positions are available and
every effort is made to match the
volunteer’s availability, interest and
abilities. The hospital is located at
2501 Parker’s Lane. Call 703-6647260 or visit www.inova.org for
more information.
Mt. Vernon Meals on Wheels is
seeking a volunteer driver
coordinator and a volunteer
treasurer. For more information,
please call Fairfax Area Agency on
Aging’s Volunteer Intake Line: 703324-5406, TTY: 703-449-1186, email DFSAAAvolunteer
@fairfaxcounty.gov or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/aaa.
The Mount Vernon Kiwanis Club
helps the children of this area enjoy
special educational and recreational
trips, summer camps, and many
other healthy activities. For those

who would like to give more service
to the Mt. Vernon community, the
club meets the first and third
Wednesday of every month from 6-8
p.m. for dinner and a program at the
Mount Vernon Country Club on Old
Mill Road. Contact Bruce or Joanne
Malkin at 703-360-7725 or
jbmalkin@verizon.net
The Fairfax County Police
Department is conducting their
annual recruitment drive for their
Auxiliary Police Officer Program
(APO). Duties such as assisting with
sobriety checkpoints, supporting
training programs like the Sexual
Assault Free and Empowered (SAFE)
Class, conducting home security
surveys and taking fingerprints at
community events are just a few
examples where APOs are needed. To
learn more or sign up to begin the
application process, call 703-2800701 or auxiliarypolice
@fairfaxcounty.gov.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Mark Giannotto
703-917-6409 or mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com

Sports
Good First Impression
Mount Vernon
girl’s basketball has
emerged as a force
to be reckoned with.

not good yet, but the possibility and the
potential are there.”
Led by junior Tracey King, an all-district
selection last season, and buoyed by the
arrival of Paul VI transfer and point guard
Jalinda Venable, the Majors have quickly
established themselves as one of a short list
of legitimate contenders in the Northern
region.

By Mark Giannotto
The Gazette

t was clear to first-year Mount
Vernon girl’s basketball coach
Terry Henderson early on in the
preseason that he had inherited
a much better team than just about
anybody anticipated.
The only problem is six games into
the season, he’s no longer the only one
thinking that way. And the Majors
have no one to
blame but themselves for losing
that under-the- radar status. That’s
what
happens
when in a matter
of four days a team
beats a 1 st -team
Parade All-American (T.C. Williams’
Tierra
Ruffinand
—Mount Vernon Pratt)
coach Terry outscores an opponent 40-5 in the
Henderson first half (last
Saturday’s win
over Hylton).
“I try not to mention it too much,
but I do touch on it a little bit so that
they have something to reach for,” said
Henderson of how he’s dealt with the
growing expectations for his 5-1 team.
“I let them know we haven’t done anything yet, we’re not there yet, we’re

I

“They’ve
accepted me
and they’ve
really just
bought into
my system.”

IT’S ALL the more shocking since Mount
Vernon was adjusting to a new coach and a
new floor leader in Venable. The team’s lone
blemish came on opening night when it
dropped a 70-69 contest against South
County.
“We practice hard so when it comes to
the games it’s easy,” said King.
Added Henderson: “Everyday is something new and they’ve accepted me and
they’ve really just bought into my system
of defense first.”
The intensity guarding the basketball was
on full display last Saturday night when the
Majors pounded Hylton, 77-20, a game they
opened on a 27-2 run. Mount Vernon’s full
court press caused 18 turnovers in the first
half alone.
At the forefront has been the junior combination King and Venable. The duo combined for 41 of Mount Vernon’s 76 points
in the upset win over T.C. Williams, and
have paced the team all year. King is averaging close to 22 points per game, while
Venable is scoring at around a 13 point per
game clip.
Venable’s transition has been especially
seamless since she grew up playing AAU
with King and many of the other members
on Mount Vernon’s team this season.
“MY GOAL is to make sure our team keeps
bonding because we need all 12 of us to
keep going further versus just the five of us
See 5-1 Start, Page 25

Photo by Richard Maple

West Potomac senior Julie Ruamthong finished with a score of 25.45
in the all-around competition of last weekend’s South Lakes Invitational. Her coach, Pete Novgrad, is also the coach at three other
public schools, making for an interesting dynamic between teammates and opponents.

Jack of All Gymnast Trades
West Potomac gymnastics coach is also
the coach for three other schools.
By Mark Giannotto
The Gazette

ete Novgrad is a man of many
trades when it comes to gymnastics meets around the area. The
coach of four squads in the Northern region, including West Potomac, Novgrad’s
job description has numerous extras in
addition to the standard mentor role
played by most.
Just take a look at the roles he played
in last weekend’s South Lakes Invitational, a meet all four of his teams attended. On top of keeping track of gymnasts scattered around various events,
Novgrad was a primary equipment supplier for the meet, a spotter on vault, a
driver for those that needed a ride to and
from South Lakes, and a shoulder to lean

P

Photo by Mark Giannotto/The Gazette

The Mount Vernon girls have bought into the message of new coach
Terry Henderson (right), who last year coached the Majors’ JV boy’s
basketball team.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

on when things didn’t go someone’s way.
Not to mention, he’s the coach of an
unthinkable four teams.
“I’m going back and forth between
events usually,” said Novgrad of how he
juggles his attention amongst his four
teams — West Potomac, Edison,
Jefferson, and T.C. Williams. “It just depends on where I’m need most as far as
most difficult skills. I enjoy it, it keeps
me busy.”
THE FOUR-TEAM set-up has created
an interesting dynamic among all the
gymnasts Novgrad coaches. While there
may be just six members of the West
Potomac gymnastics team, they all share
a common bond with the gymnasts from
Novgrad’s school.
See Jack, Page 26
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Employment

TELEPHONE TELEPHONE
A great opportunity to

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER

No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900

301-333-1900

☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

☎☎ ☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

☎☎

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday 4 p.m.

0412-3

Bus Drivers

A great opportunity to

WORK AT HOME! WORK AT HOME!

703-917-6464

Bus Drivers for Head Start program
in Arlington. HS diploma, clean
DMV, CDL. Email/fax resume with
cover letter to careers@nvfs,org
703-385-5753. Visit www.nvfs.org
for more info. EEO

SALES REP NEEDED
No Experience Needed
800-517-6989
Experienced & Dynamic RN
If You Want to Become a Partner in the
Business Expansion of a Home
Health Care Agency in Fx Co
Call: 703-340-8570

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED
Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,
live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

TEACHERS
For Head Start program in Arlington.
Bachelor’s or Associates in Early Childhood,
CDA,
bilingual
Eng/Span.
Email/fax resume with cover letter to
careers@nvfs.org 703-385-5753. Visit
www.nvfs.org for more info. EEO.

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries
No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d

703-838-2100
White House Nannies, Inc

HOLIDAY HELP &
SEMESTER BREAK WORK
$17.00 Base-Appt.
Apply NOW, begin after finals!
Customer sales/service, flex
schedules. All ages 18+, conditions
apply, all majors welcome.

General Office P/T
Good Shepherd Housing is hiring a P/T
staff person for general office assistance.
Computer and administrative skills necessary. Benefits include health insurance, as well as sick and vacation time.
Please fax your resume to Karen Jupiter
at 703-768-9419 or see our website
www.goodhousing.org for more info.

Entry Level Marketing Rep
$700-$900 weekly. Growing Inc 500
company offering opportunity for advancement and fun work environment.
No exp required, however, cust service
exp preferred. Located in Fairfax walking distance from Courthouse. Positions
filling rapidly. Call Ashley now to apply:
(703)383-0400

Internships
Available
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspaper business. Internships
available in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid. Call
John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or
email internship@connection
newspapers.com

703-359-7600

M.C. Dean, Inc. is currently looking for talented
Communication Technicians for large infrastructure build outs in the MD, VA and DC area.
The Communication Technicians will be responsible for splicing, testing, terminating and troubleshooting copper cable; terminating and testing
fiber optics, grounding and bonding; reading plans
and specifications.
Requirements:
• High School Diploma
• 2-5 years of experience in the
communications industry;
• BICSI Installer certification is a plus.
Qualified candidates should submit their resume to
recruiting@mcdean.com or via fax to 703-463-2904.

SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT!
Be the first person to fax in the correct crossword
puzzle answers, and we’ll put your name here! Fax the
completed puzzle, with your name, the puzzle number,
and the time and date of the fax, to the Crossword
Puzzle Desk, fax #703-917-0998.
0316-1

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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Note: Due to space limitations, the crossword may not appear from
time to time. In that case, you may look on our Web site:
www.connectionnewspapers.com and click on the “Print Editions” button.
It should appear in a newspaper from a different Classifieds zone.
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CONTRACTORS.com

CLEANING

CLEANING

FIREWOOD

HAULING

A CLEANING
SERVICE

MARGARITA’S
CLEANING SERVICE

FIREWOOD

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

The

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY
TRASH HAULING
•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds
•Leaf Removal

5-1 Start
From Page 23

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service
at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

Residential &Commercial
Independently Owned
& Operated
Good Refs Free Estimates

703-768-2130

Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120 half cord
$210 full cord
Call Joe at

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office
& Tree Removal

301-856-4436
301-602-9528 Cell

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

GUTTER

AL’S HAULING

PINNACLE SERVICES,

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

703-892-8648

ASPHALT

ASPHALT

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING
703-802-0483

Need to Fix Your
Driveway?

Junk & Rubbish
Low Rates

703-360-4364

Asphalt, Concrete and Brick
Residential and Commercial
Resurfacing, Repair, Resealing
Sidewalks, steps, Patios

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING

I'am a
slow walker,
but I never
walk back.

Yard Debris
Decks
Interior-Exterior
Furniture
Sidewalks
Deck Staining
Appliances
Houses
Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES

703-360-5252

7AM – 11PM • 7 Days/wk
Check Out my website

-Abraham Lincoln

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

Pete’s Driveways

HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN

www.PetesDriveways.com

ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services
Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing •
Bathroom Renovation • Ceramic Tile •
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.

www.rclhomerepairs.com

IMPROVEMENTS

INS.

IMPROVEMENTS

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs

GUTTER

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
• LEAF REMOVAL Inc.
• GUTTER
CLEANING
703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE
FREE EST

Class A VA Lic.

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs

703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

M. C. Lynch

Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

703-266-1233

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com
HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN

Hand and Hand
Handyman
General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial
Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry
Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning
Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios
HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

MULCH

OAK FIREWOOD

Full Cord
Guaranteed to Burn
or money back
Beware of truckloads
or racks
703-327-4224
703-568-8014 cell
Curtis Neil

DrainageMan

The

• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)
New Gutters
Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

LANDSCAPING

A&S
LANDSCAPING
Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465
LAWN SERVICE

703-975-2375
TREE SERVICE
ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY
TRASH HAULING
•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds
•Leaf Removal
703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

LAWN SERVICE

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls
•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886
Free Estimates
PAINTING

PAINTING

A&S Construction
• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
screened) • Erosion &
Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465
LICENSED

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING
Fall Cleanup • Planting • Mulching •
Sodding • Patios • Decks • Retaining
Walls • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

Professional Service
and Quality Workmanship

Since
1977

JAMES R. CAMPBELL
Painting Contractor
Other Services:
• Custom Colors
• Wallpaper Removal
• Water Damage
Free
Estimates

who are playing the most,” said King. “We
just need everybody to work together.”
It seems, though, with a roster featuring
just two seniors and eight juniors, the days
of the Majors skirting the spotlight are all
but finished.
“They’re working hard, they’re unselfish,
and it’s translating into some wins for us,”
said Henderson. “They’re all willing, one
through 12, to do whatever it takes.
Mount Vernon looks to improve to 6-1 on
the season when it opens National District
play Tuesday night against perennial power
Edison. The game ends after the Gazette’s
press time.

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping

Home Improvement
Family Owned & Opererated

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,
Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Metro Gutter

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING
Since 1964
We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

GROUP RATES
AVAILABLE
FREE EST

Call 703.582.2110

NOVA

HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

• Drywall/Plaster Repairs
• Stain and Sealing
• Power Washing
• Rotten Wood Replacement
Owner
Operated

540-894-5004

FALL SPECIAL

10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated
Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors
Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services
• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing
• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing
• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed
• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037

Licensed
Insured
On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

Sports Briefs

West Potomac
Wrestling
The West Potomac wrestling team participated in last weekend’s Sterling Lions
Mcgowan Invitational Tournament and finished with a solid team score of 123 points,
good enough for fourth place in the team
competition.
Among the standouts for the Wolverines
were Stephen Howell (189 pounds), who
took home first place in his weight class,
and Sam Agyemang (145 pounds), who finished in second place. Cameron Harvey
(125 pounds), Artis Rutledge (130 pounds),
John Rice (152), Sebastian Evennou (160
pounds) all came in third place in their respective weight classes.
West Potomac returned to the mat Tuesday for a tri meet against Yorktown and Lee,
after the Gazette’s press time. The Wolverines will also compete in the Wolverine
Christmas Classic beginning Dec. 30.

Youth League
registration
In the spring, FHYAA offers Lacrosse, Softball, Baseball, and TBall. Registration for
the lacrosse program is now available.
Prior to registering a child for a Fort Hunt
Spring sport, one must review the Spring
2009 Season information for the sport. All
this important information can be found on
the individual sport’s part of the fhyaa.org
website. (See sports links at top of page.)
Register online at fhyaa.org.

Travel Softball
Tryouts
The 10U Leesburg Revolution Girl’s
Fastpitch travel team has now completedºa
successful fall 2008 season and they will
return to action in January to start preparing for the spring season. The Revolution
are recruiting girls from all over Northern
Virgina who are interested in playing travel
softball. If interested, contact Dave Carver
at 10Urevolution@leesburggirlssoftball.org.
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703-917-6400
Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon

101 Computers

15 Getaways

HDI

Enjoy warm beach waters
past Labor Day
Extend your beach season
into the fall with soothing
and warmer ocean waters
at this Sunset Beach, NC
vacation home. Furnished 3
or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000.
Newly remodeled, bright
and airy beach island home
on a secluded area of the island surrounded by views of
the canal, marsh and ocean
inlet. Sit on one of the newly
built
front
porches
(1
screened) and capture a
gorgeous sunrise with your
morning coffee or unwind
with friends in the evening
on the back deck and experience stunning sunset views.
Whether you're looking for
an investment property with
excellent rental history, a
vacation home on a unique
island, or a little bit of both,
this is the house for you.

EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT
➣ TRAINING
➣ INSTALLATION
➣ TROUBLESHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU
Serving Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Sunset Beach, a small barrier reef island 2 1/2 miles
long and 1/3 mile wide, is
quiet and family oriented and
only 30 minutes from Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina. Call
Carly or David at 336-2821870 for more details

26 Antiques

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We consign/pay top $ for
antique/semi antique furn.
including mid century &
danish modern Teak
furniture, sterling, mens
watches, painting/art glass,
clocks, jewelry, costume
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer
Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

Sports

Jack of All Gymnast Trades
From Page 23
All of the coach’s teams practice together
and have developed relationships as if they
all represent one big Novgrad-themed
school.
“It’s like this one big family really,” said
West Potomac senior captain Julie
Ruamthong. “We’re always pushing each
other to do better so it’s really good in the
end. You can always get new ideas from
them on how to improve your scores and
then you can give them ideas.”
Part of the family atmosphere means
Novgrad’s former gymnasts from both the
high school and club level return during
Christmas break to help out their old coach.
Novgrad said one of the best parts of his
situation is the sheer number of talented
gymnasts he has had that come back to pass
down routines they’ve learned in college.
It was in college ranks where Novgrad
began coaching during the 1970s as a
graduate assistant at James Madison University. He began coaching high schools in
the early 1990s. And while he does get paid
for his quadruple duty, Novgrad said his
coaching salary is the equivalent of someone in charge of two teams.
Many of the schools he’s taken over
through the years have had no coach at all
before Novgrad got there.
“I like to focus on my one team,” said
South Lakes coach Becky Slaight. “But it’s

like one team for him. I think it’s great because those programs wouldn’t have teams
if he wasn’t coaching them.”
THERE ARE DRAWBACKS to Novgrad
having four schools to keep track of. At the
invitational this weekend, Novgrad had to
rely on his assistants to watch the floor exercises while he spotted on vault and uneven bars. The coach simply can’t be everywhere at once. “Having so many people
sometimes, it can get hard when you’re trying to share one beam or something like
that,” said West Potomac sophomore Tayler
Aitken. “He’s always there for us, but sometimes I wish he was with us all the time
because he’s such a good coach.”
With the sport of gymnastics already
strapped for coaches and equipment, it
makes the proposed Fairfax County budget
cut that would eliminate the sport from
public schools next season all the more perplexing. Cutting gymnastics would save
$221,000 off a reported $170 million budget shortfall.
For now, though, Novgrad will continue
to perform his role as multi-faceted coach.
It’s a position he’s certainly grown fond of
over the years.
“It’s really very rewarding because you get
to know a whole lot of girls and you get to
see them develop as far as their mindset
and skills.”

34 Pets
Two Teacup Yorkies M &F,
needs rehoming, contact
w4james@gmail for more
information

117 Adoption
ADOPT A Dream to complete
our family! We are a loving
family who will provide your
newborn a home filled with
laughter, learning, security and
endless love and support.
Expenses paid. pls call Debbie
& Mike 1-866-531-8961
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ADOPT Active, young couple,
desires to give a newborn all
the advatages of a loving
home and family. Confidential.
Expenses paid. Pls call Susan
and John 1-800-680-8422

Now! Complete
Print Editions

Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

M
ITIONS
PRINT ED
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