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Churchill senior Jacqueline
Vito does a flip during
 last Saturday’s swim

 and dive meet
between Churchill and

Wootton at the
Montgomery Aquatic Center.
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News

See Learning,  Page 15

See Resolution,  Page 15

By Aaron Stern

The Almanac

S
tanding in the front of a
crowded room, all eyes were
on Lt. John Branson, a U.S.
Marine recently returned from

fighting in Afghanistan. Sitting on multi-
colored gym mats inches away from him,
25 kindergartners and elementary school
students visibly squirmed waiting for an-
swers to their battery of questions.

“Are you like a ninja?” someone asked
him. Branson smiled.

“I am like a ninja,” he said.
“Did you miss your mom?” another

wondered. He did.
“Do you march?” asked another. Not

very well, Branson said. One of the last
questions the students asked of Branson
was what he wanted to be.

“I don’t know, right now I’m unem-
ployed. Stay in school,” Branson said
with a laugh.

Branson met with the inquisitive chil-
dren of The Diener School in Potomac
on Friday, Dec. 12 for a ceremony in
which they honored him for his service,
but the event wasn’t just about Branson.

The second-year school, which oper-

ates out of Congregation Har Shalom on
Falls Road, caters to students with wide-
ranging learning, emotional, and develop-
mental challenges but Branson’s visit is part
of what school founder Jillian Copeland
described as the character building part of
the school’s curriculum. In ad-
dition to addressing the chal-
lenges that each of her 25 stu-
dents face, Copeland strives
to get them to look beyond
themselves and to care for
others in the world around
them.

That was why Branson — a
Potomac native who’s sister Kate teaches at
Diener — came to the school to be pre-
sented with a plaque and a giant American
flag made from construction paper, and it
is also why the students sing songs in re-
tirement homes on Valentine’s Day and vol-
unteer in park cleanup programs on Earth
Day. Copeland strives to help her children

perform through the layered challenges,
but she wants them to be good people
too.

Sometimes parents of children with
special needs “forget that they’re people,
and for me that’s really, really impor-

tant,” Copeland said.

COPELAND is a teacher
by training and a mother
of four, but it wasn’t until
she had her third child that
she gained firsthand
knowledge of learning and
developmental delays. Un-

satisfied with the schooling options that
she was able to find for her son — even
in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan
area which has no shortage of such pro-
grams — Diener eventually decided to
start her own school.

“I couldn’t really find the appropriate
learning environment for him,”
Copeland said. “I was really looking for
a holistic, collaborative approach. There
are a lot of great schools around, but
nothing that really fit him.”

Last year she had 11 students; this year
there are 25 in grades K – 4, each with a
range of challenges from sensory pro-
cessing, to social, developmental and
learning delays, to attentional issues.
Such issues don’t tend to be isolated or
mutually exclusive but rather layered,
so each student has a carefully crafted
curriculum that is built around those
challenges, said Copeland.

Tailoring the programs to the aca-
demic needs of each child is essential,
but so are physical exercises and activi-
ties that help the students build their
gross and fine motor abilities as well as
to stimulate their vestibular, propriocep-
tive, and tactile senses and abilities, pro-
viding through yoga, one-on-one exer

Learning
‘Utopia’
The Diener School
offers holistic,
individual learning
environment for
children with range
of challenges.

Photos by Aaron Stern/The Almanac

Students at The Diener School honored Lt. John Branson on Friday,
Dec. 12 and got to ask him questions about being a soldier. His sister
Kate Branson, left, is a teacher at Diener, which creates highly indi-
vidual learning programs for students with a variety of learning and
developmental delays and disabilities.

Occupational therapist Brook Walker works with a student on a giant
inflatable pillow to help stiumlate him neurologically. Physical activity
and exercises are a key component of each school day for students at
The Diener School.

Potomac Almanac Editor Steven Mauren

703-917-6431 or Potomacalmanac@hotmail.com

See www.potomacalmanac.com

No kidding,
this is utopia.”

— Deneen Wilson,
Diener School parent

See Tennis Bubble,  Page 15

By Aaron Stern

The Almanac

T
he Potomac Swim & Tennis Club’s
application to construct a seasonal
tennis bubble on its grounds faces

a stiff challenge when it goes to the Mont-
gomery County Planning Board this week.
The club’s plan to install a seasonable
bubble over three tennis courts has been
recommended for denial by the Planning
Board’s staff, and several neighbors plan to
testify in opposition to the proposal at a
public hearing on Thursday, Dec. 18.

“The fact that the staff is recommending
denial is significant,” said Ginny Barnes, the
environmental chair and past-president of
the West Montgomery County Citizens As-
sociation. Barnes’ group is opposed to the
tennis bubble and plans to testify as well at
Thursday’s hearing before the Planning

Tennis
Bubble
In Trouble?
Planning Board to
hear Potomac Swim
& Tennis Club’s
proposal this week.

By Aaron Stern

The Almanac

A
 plan to shore up a failed retaining
wall on Washington Redskins owner
Daniel Snyder’s property that over-

looks the C&O Canal National Historical
Park could be approved in the coming weeks
and ready for implementation by the spring.

Snyder’s team of engineers submitted a
plan to the Park Service late last year to

Resolution
For Snyder
Retaining Wall
Failed retaining wall
in park-controlled
easement threatens
hillside and is
delaying required
replanting.
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News

The transition of Mitch & Bill’s Exxon to Mitch & Bill’s Texaco began Wednesday,
Dec. 10 as workers started repainting the gas pump units on the store’s two islands
as EPA testing crews drilled down to the water table to “make sure everything’s
clean and good to go,” said station owner Mike Mitchell on Thursday, Dec. 11.
Mitchell said the station would remain open during the transition that he expected
to be completed over the weekend. The transition was to include a switch from
Exxon fuel to Texaco fuel. “By the time you come around Monday [Dec. 15] the
tanks are going to be so low on Exxon that we’ll start pumping Texaco. Might be a
blend of the two for a little while, but it’ll switch over pretty quick,” Mitchell said.
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From Exxon
To Texaco

Infill Legislation Passed
On Tuesday, Dec. 9 the Montgomery County Council passed

Infill Reform legislation designed to address “mansionization” is-
sues in the County’s older neighborhoods.ºThe legislation, whose
chief sponsor was Council Vice President Roger Berliner, applies
to new multi-story construction or major renovations in an at-
tempt to preserve the character of older communities.

The Infill Development Task Force, which was formed by the
Council at the urging of Berliner, worked for more than a year-
and-a-half to address several issues regarding infill development.
The legislation creates Zoning Text Amendment 08-11, which was
recommended for approval on Nov. 25 by the Council’s Planning,
Housing and Economic Development Committee. The bill changes
the permitted lot coverage to 30 percent on lots up to 6,000 square
feet. The percentage of lot coverage declines gradually as lots
increase up to 16,000 square feet and remains at 20 percent for
lots between 16,000 and 25,000 square feet. For lots of more
than 25,000 square feet, there is no change in coverage.

The result will be slightly smaller houses — 14 percent on small
lots to 20 percent on half-acre lots but even on the smallest lots,
homes can be 4,500 square feet in size. To promote flexibility
and good design, open porches, chimneys, and bay windows and
240 square feet of a detached garage are excluded from the lot
coverage calculation.

Carnival at Club Friday
Club Friday’s open house on Friday, Dec. 19, offers a drug aware-

ness carnival, open to all elementary and middle school students.
To be held at the Potomac Community Center, 7-10 p.m., the
Montgomery County Department of Recreation event includes a
moon bounce, giant slide. DJ, Bingo, raffle, snack bar and poster
contest. Admission is $2, free to Club Friday and After Hour Mem-
bers (with card). Laser tag play will cost $5. For more informa-
tion, call 240-777-6960.

Schools To Close
Inauguration Day

The Montgomery County Board of Education last week to des-
ignate Inauguration Day, January 20, 2009, as a holiday in Mont-
gomery County Public Schools. All schools and offices will be
closed.

In its resolution approving the change to the current school
calendar, the Board also noted that Inauguration Day will be des-
ignated as a school system holiday in all future years when Inau-
guration Day occurs.

The resolution, put forward by Board member Christopher
Barclay (District 4), was passed unanimously.

Santa Rides
Santa Claus is coming to the neighborhoods of Potomac thanks

to the men and women of the Cabin John Park Volunteer Fire
Department. The schedule is as follows:

❖ Wednesday, Dec. 17, Mountain Gate, Eagle Rock, Natelli
Woods, Potomac Ranch, River Falls, Fawsett Farms

❖ Thursday, Dec. 18: Beallmount, Potomac Hunt Acres, Lake
Potomac, Beall Mountain Potomac, Stoney Creek Farm, Saddle
Ridge, Potomac Hunt Acres, Potomac View Estates, Tara, Alvermar
Woods

❖ Friday, Dec. 19: Fox Meadow, River Oaks Farm, Potomac Farm
Estates, Potomac Hills, Potomac Manors, Great Falls Estates
Potomac Falls Estates

❖ Saturday, Dec. 20: Avenel, Williamsburg Estates, River Roads
Estates, Concord, “The Village”, Williamsburg Gardens

❖ Sunday, Dec. 21: Potomac Village, Camotop, Falconhurst,
McAuley Park, Kentdale Estates, Bradley, Bradley Boulevard Es-
tates, Bradley Farms, Congressional Forrest Estates.

Dec. 22 and 23 will be weather make-up days, and the toys
collected during Santa’s rides will be donated on Dec. 24. Pre-
sents may be brought to either Cabin John Park VFD Station and
the fire department is requesting donated toys for children from
4 to 16 this year.

This Week in Potomac

By David Schultz

The Almanac

P
resident-elect Barack
Obama seeks to stimu-
late the economy by
passing a public works

project with a price tag that could
run well into the trillions; the lead-
ers of local governments in the
Washington area have some sug-
gestions as to how that money
should be spent.

Last week, local leaders from
Maryland and Northern Virginia
gathered to request that the stimu-
lus money be spent on environ-
mentally friendly projects that
would create “green” infrastruc-
ture across the country.

Led by Climate Communities, a
national coalition of cities and
counties that lobbies the federal
government on climate change is-
sues, the local leaders have a wish-
list of green public works projects
that could be started immediately.

“Everyone and their brother are
coming to Washington and talking
about the funding they need,” said
Ron Brown, executive director of
Climate Communities. “But these
projects are different. They will
create jobs and will wean us off of
foreign oil.”

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Council Member Roger Berliner
(D) said that his county would use
the federal funds to provide no-
interest loans to homeowners. The
loans would be used to retrofit

homes to make them more energy
efficient, he said. If 30 percent of
the households in Montgomery
County took these loans, it could
reduce carbon dioxide emissions
by 200,000 tons annually.

Berliner said that the loans
would essentially pay for them-
selves by creating substantial sav-
ings in homeowners’ energy bills.
A $5,000 loan used for retrofitting
can create up to $230 per year in
savings, he said. “This isn’t like

Federal money
should be spent on
eco-friendly items,
local leaders say.

Greenbacks for Green Projects

County Council Member Roger Berliner (D) and other local
leaders are requesting federal money for green projects.

See Funds,  Page 7
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Be one of the first to try...

A hearing device like no other.

ALL SEASONS RESORT

❆ 34 Challenging Trails ❆ Snow-Tubing Park
❆ Lessons Available

❆ Mountain Condo/Ski Packages
❆ Indoor Pools ❆ Hot Tubs~Sauna

❆ Restaurants/Bars Located
on the Mountain

Adventure Awaits!

814-239-5111 ❆ www.blueknob.com

Military Appreciation Week January 5–11
All active, reserve & retired personnel (with proper ID)
receive 50% OFF lodging, sking, rentals & more.

Blue Knob is located just North of Bedford, Pa., less than 3 hours from D.C.

ALL SEASONS RESORT

$5.00 OFF
Any Lift Ticket!

With coupon. One coupon per customer.
Not valid with other offers.

SUPER TUESDAYS ❆ ANY TICKET $20

CN

See Rental,  Page 11

News

By Aaron Stern

The Almanac

H
otel rooms in and around
Washington, D.C. may be
long gone for the upcom-
ing Presidential inaugu-

ration, but that doesn’t mean that out-
of-towners looking for a place to stay
have no options. In fact finding a place
to stay may be easier for those willing
to pay an exorbitant price than it is for
local homeowners to land the poten-
tial windfall that they hope will come
by renting out their home during the
historic festivities.

Bruce Allen posted an announcement
on craigslist in late November adver-
tising his 3-bedroom, 3.5-bath home in
North Potomac and has yet to receive a
single inquiry about it.

The temporary housing/sublets page
on craigslist competes with sites cre-
ated just for the occasion such as
inaugurationrental.net and the flood of
postings is hard to keep up with.

“There are so many people posting
on there, every hour, its just crazy,” said
Allen. “You put your thing on there …

and an hour later you’re already
bumped off the front page.”

The best selling points for those in
the Potomac area looking for inaugu-
ration tenants are luxurious appoint-
ments and the proximity to Rideon
buses and Metro stations.

“We have a housekeeper. If you rent
our house she’ll clean the house, do
your laundry, cook your meals,” said
Zohair Ahmad, who is also trying to
entice renters by telling them that his
North Potomac home is just 20 miles
from the White House. Ahmad will be
there to shuttle his occupants to and
from the Shady Grove Metro station.
Should he have anyone to shuttle, that
is. Since posting his family’s 5-bedroom
home on craigslist last month he has
had one inquiry, a group of CFOs from
Dallas who he hasn’t heard back from
in two weeks.

Ahmad is listing the five rooms in his
home individually or offering all of
them together — and 3.5 baths — for
$12,000, down from his original
$20,000 asking price. If interest doesn’t
pick up he said he may lower his ask-

ing price as the big days draw nearer, but
he is hopeful that he’ll find takers one way
or another. Ahmad is holding out hope
that someone, perhaps wealthy Europe-
ans, will bite.

MONGTOMERY COUNTY’S rental
regulations do not apply to owner-occu-
pied properties, meaning that there are
no potential legal barriers to inaugura-
tion rental dreams, said Mary Anderson,
a public information officer for Montgom-
ery County.

“It’s like easy cash right there for three
days,” said Ahmad.

Allen is making sure that he protects
himself by requiring a 50 percent deposit
and an additional $1,500 security deposit
with all funds to be paid by certified or
cashier’s check, but he isn’t too worried
about people damaging his home.

“I have to imagine anyone who could
afford to pay that is not the type to trash
a house,” said Allen.

Despite the constant crush of new
postings on craigslist — Allen estimated

Zohair Ahmad is ready to welcome out-of-
towners to his North Potomac home during
inauguration week but so far he has found
little interest.

Inauguration Rental Windfall Blues
Homeowners looking to rent their homes for President-elect
Obama’s historic inauguration find takers hard to come by.
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By Benjamin L. Cardin

U.S. Senator

E
very winter we hear news reports of
tragic fires caused when families who
cannot pay their energy bills turn to
space heaters or candles to save

money. This year it is particularly difficult for
many families as our nation copes with a de-
clining economy. As the weather
turns colder, I want struggling Mary-
land families to know that they can
get help in paying their energy bills.

In September, the federal government sig-
nificantly increased funding for the Low-In-
come Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP). This winter, Maryland will see an
increase in energy assistance from $35 million
to $110 million. In this coming fiscal year, the
Maryland Department of Human Resources
expects LIHEAP to help an additional 10,000

people from last year.
LIHEAP is a federally funded block grant

program that was created in 1982. Its purpose
is to assist low-income households, particularly
those with the lowest incomes and that pay a
high proportion of household income to meet
their home energy needs. The program encour-
ages states to give priority to households with
the presence of a vulnerable individual such

as a young child, disabled person or
frail senior.

I consider this increase in funding
one of the success stories of the 110th

Congress. It was one of my top legislative pri-
orities and as we continue to see a decline in
the economy it’s even more important. The
nationwide jobless rate recently rose to 6.7
percent in November and it’s important that
we provide low-income Marylanders with the
assistance they need to stay warm and safe this
winter. The Office of Home Energy Programs

(OHEP) helps Maryland citizens pay for their
heating bills, minimize heating crises and make
energy costs more affordable. OHEP offers vari-
ous energy assistance programs to help pro-
mote energy conservation, customer financial
responsibility and energy independence.

A Maryland household of four earning up to
$37,100 is eligible to apply for the program. A
single person earning up to $18,200 also is
eligible to apply. Energy assistance is a year-
round program and applications are accepted
any time of year, but enrollees must reapply
each fiscal year.

If you need assistance paying your energy
bills, do not wait for a turn off notice. Act now.
To apply for assistance, call 1-800-352-1446,
or go to www.dhr.state.md.us/meap or
www.problemsolver.maryland.gov.

U.S. Sen. Benjamin Cardin is a member of five com-
mittees: Foreign Relations, Judiciary, Environment and
Public Works, Budget, and Small Business and Entrepre-
neurship. His Web site is: cardin.senate.gov

How To Get Help with Energy Bills

Commentary

Planning’s
Shake Down?
To the Editor:

Montgomery county residents are no doubt
sharing the nation’s outrage over Rod
Blagojevich’s practice of soliciting payment for
decisions he was empowered to make in his
official capacity as Governor of Illinois. Should
the county’s residents be equally outraged
when county offices demand unnecessary ex-
penditures for decisions they are obliged to
make on the basis of merit alone? More spe-
cifically, should a developer who submits a plan
to the Planning Board for their approval be
forced to make an additional and unnecessary

expenditure to obtain that approval? The im-
pact on the developer is certainly the same no
matter who initiates the shake down.

A recent case in point indicates that this prac-
tice may be so common in Montgomery County
that it goes unnoticed. The Dumont Oaks Cor-
poration submitted a plan to build two houses
accessible by extending an existing section of
Riding Fields Road. The Planning Board and
its staff conditioned the consideration of the
plan on the developer agreeing to build an
additional and unnecessary section of Riding
Fields Road because “now is the only reason-
able opportunity that the Planning Board will
have to require the continuation of the road”.
Although the additional road was unnecessary
for the planned development, the developer

Letter to the Editor

was in no position to object. The Board and its
staff, oblivious to the ethics of requiring the
builder to pay for road building unnecessary
for his plan, supported its decision on the ba-
sis of “facts” that were refuted by the affected
communities who unanimously objected to the
unnecessary road construction.

What ethical message does it send when
developers are required to pony up unneces-
sary expenditures to have their plans even con-
sidered? Have some county entities read the
chapter in Governor Blagojevich’s playbook
entitled “Having something of [expletive] value
and getting something for it”?

Gerald Barkdoll
Rockville

For Safety’s Sake
A work crew installs a new
speed camera on the north-
bound side of Tuckerman
Lane just before Herbert
Hoover Middle School. The
new installation adds to the
roughly half dozen cameras
in the Potomac area. County
Executive Ike Leggett an-
nounced in September that
starting next July $4.8 mil-
lion collected from the
county’s speed cameras will
be used to fund his Pedes-
trian Safety Initiative. To
learn more about the Safe
Speed program and to view
the camera locations, visit
montgomerycountymd.gov/
police and click on the Safe
Speed link on the front page.
To learn more about
Leggett’s Pedestrian Safety
Initiative, visit
montgomerycountymd.gov/
walk.
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THE FOLKLORE SOCIETY OF GREATER WASHINGTON
PRESENTS

Nowell Sing We Clear
A Pageant of Mid-Winter Carols

John Roberts, Tony Barrand, Fred Breunig & Andy Davis
Saturday, Dec. 20, 2008, 3:00 PM
(Family friendly time)

An entertainment celebrating the
 Christmas story and customs of
 the winter solstice and the new year
Songs old and new, carols and dance tunes
Bring your voice!

Church of the Ascension
633 Sligo Ave. • Silver Spring, Md. 20910

FSGW Members: $22 • General Public: $25
Students through age 22: $10

Buy advance tickets online at www.fsgw.org or call 703.354.6460

•Beautiful efficient Heat

10%*

Early Winter Gas Log Sale-Ready for Immediate Installation!

12/31/08 PA

Free In-Home Professional Estimate!

From Page 4

News

Local Leaders Seek Their Portion of Stimulus Funds
what’s going on on Wall Street,” he

said. “We can pay this back.”
However, Berliner said that it would

be impossible for Montgomery
County to create the capital for this
program on its own, as the county is
facing a $500 million shortfall for
next year’s budget. “We don’t have the
cash,” he said. “We can’t do the good
things, we have to do the essential.”

THE CITY of Alexandria also has several
projects that could become greener with an
infusion of federal dollars.

Alexandria Vice Mayor Del Pepper (D)
said that the City will be building a new
fire station and a new centralized police
facility. Budget constraints prevent these
new buildings from achieving a higher LEED
rating from the U.S. Green Building Coun-
cil, she said. But with less than $1.5 mil-
lion in federal funds, Pepper said, the fa-
cilities could achieve Gold LEED scores.

The greening of public buildings is an
important signal to send to the rest of the
community, Pepper said. “We want to set
the standard for the private development
community,” she said.

But City Council Member Rob Krupicka
(D) said that Alexandria faces some diffi-
cult challenges in creating more energy ef-
ficient buildings. “We are known for our
historic neighborhoods and structures,” he
said. “But those old buildings are typically
not role models for energy conservation.”

ARLINGTON COUNTY Board Member
Jay Fisette (D) said that his county would
use money from a federal stimulus to in-
stall solar panels on multiple public build-
ings. Fisette said that the project would cost
$3 million, money that the county cannot
currently afford because it faces a projected

“Everyone and their
brother are coming to
Washington and talking
about the funding they
need. But these projects
are different.”

— Ron Brown,
Climate Communities

“We have to balance our budget;
the Feds don’t,” Berliner added. “We
need the Feds to be our banker.”

“We don’t have the cash.
We can’t do the good
things, we have to do
the essential.”

— Montgomery County Council
Member Roger Berliner (D)

“This is not just a way to
help the local
governments. It’s a way
to help local taxpayers.”

— Loudoun County Supervisor
Andrea Gimsey (D)

$40 million budget shortfall for next year.
But the installation of solar panels would

go a long way towards helping Arlington
meet its goal of reducing its greenhouse gas
emissions 10 percent by 2012, he said.  “[A
federal stimulus] is crucial for us to meet
our greenhouse gas initiative,” Fisette said.

Installing solar panels would also have a
huge symbolic impact, Fisette said, much
like when President Jimmy Carter installed
solar panels on the White House. “That was
an important message,” Fisette said. “Ev-
eryone should be putting solar panels on
prominent buildings.”

ENERGY EFFICIENCY in homes is espe-
cially important in Loudoun County, accord-
ing to Loudoun Supervisor Andrea Gimsey
(D). Because Loudoun has been growing so
fast in recent years, she said, many homes
were built with faulty construction work

and are now highly inefficient. “En-
ergy is just flying out of the house,”
she said.

If Congress passes a stimulus for
local governments, Gimsey said that
Loudoun County would use their
funds to pay for the construction of a
geothermal fire station. The fire sta-
tion would be heated and cooled us-
ing natural energy from below the
Earth’s surface.

Gimsey said that the geothermal
fire station would result in 30 percent
energy savings and would recoup its
initial construction expenses in three
years. “After that,” she said, “It’s just
pure taxpayer savings.”

“This is not just a way to help the
local governments,” she added. “It’s
a way to help local taxpayers.”
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LET’S TALK
Real Estate

by
Michael Matese

For professional advice on all
aspects of buying and selling
real estate, call:

MICHAEL MATESE
Washington Fine

Properties
301-806-6829

Michael.Matese@wfp.com

TAMING TAXES!
Buying a home is a good

idea for a number of reasons,
and one of the most impor-
tant is the tax savings. At
first glance, it may look like
the monthly costs for a mort-
gage and taxes are much
higher than the rent for a
home of comparable size and
value.

For example, if you plan to
buy a $500,000 home with a
$100,000 down payment and
a fixed-rate 30-year mortgage
at 6.0% with annual taxes of
$3000, your monthly cost
(principal, interest and taxes)
would be approximately
$2650

The good news comes when
you consider your tax bracket
and calculate the amount you
save each month. During the
early years of your loan,
almost all of the mortgage
payment and all of your local
real estate taxes can be
deducted on you federal tax
returns. If you are in the 28%
bracket for Federal taxes, you
can save about $630 each
month, bringing your net
monthly housing bill down to
$2050. When you take into
account your state and local
taxes, you may save even
more.

Pets

Sgt. Pepper is a 6-month-old, 50
pound, spayed, female Shepherd mix.
She is a healthy, bouncy puppy that en-
joys leash walks, the people and dogs
she meets, and is almost housebroken.
Sgt. Pepper will be at home with a kind
puppy-savvy adopter.

Daisy is a 6-month-old, spayed, fe-
male DLH kitten. She is a bit shy but
warms up with loving attention. Daisy
would love a nice adopter to cuddle with
for the holidays.

Partnership for Animal Welfare
(PAW) is an all-volunteer, not-for-profit
group. To adopt an animal, volunteer or
make a tax-deductible donation, visit
www.paw-rescue.org, call 301-572-
4729 or write to PAW, P.O. Box 1074,
Greenbelt, MD 20768.

Sgt. Pepper

Daisy

To submit an item for the Civic Cal-
endar, e-mail almanac@connection
newspapers.com or fax the submission
to 703-917-0991. Deadline is Thursday
at noon two weeks prior to the event.
For questions, call 703-917-6407.

THURSDAY/DEC. 18
Child Safety Seat Inspection. 10

a.m.-1:30 p.m. at Fitzgerald’s Auto
Mall, 5501 Nicholson Lane. Free.

MONDAY/DEC. 22
Blood Drive. Beth Sholom

Congregation and Talmud Torah,
11825 Seven Locks Road, Potomac, is
sponsoring a blood drive with INOVA
from 3-8 p.m. Call 301-279-7010 or
email office@bethsholom.org to
schedule a donation.

SATURDAY/JAN. 17
 Registration Begins. Register for

classes at Imagination Stage, 4908
Auburn Ave. All ages. Visit
www.imaginationtheatre.org or 301-
961-6060 for class schedule.

Bulletin Board

Criminal activities reported by the
Montgomery County Police Department
through Dec. 10.

A residential burglary occurred in
the 4000 block River Road in Potomac
on Friday, Nov. 28 at 12:44 a.m. No
forced entry, nothing taken. A 18-year-
old male, a 17-year-old male, a
16-year-old female and a 15-year-old
male from Potomac were arrested.

Crime Report

To have an item listed free in The
Potomac Almanac, e-mail to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos encouraged.
If you have any questions, call 703-917-
6407.

Geneva Presbyterian Church
holds a variety of holiday events. Free.
301-424-4347.

❖ Sunday, Dec. 21, 10:30 a.m.
“Mary Remembers” Geneva’s Children,
at the 10:30 a.m. worship service.

❖ Sunday, Dec. 21, 7:00 p.m. holi-
day concert featuring the Geneva Bells
and trumpeter Matt Bickel.

❖ Christmas Eve: 4 p.m. Children’s
Christmas featuring carols, drama, and

joyful fun for all. 7 p.m. Candlelight
Lessons and Carols featuring the Christ-
mas story as told in scripture and carols.
11 p.m. Communion by Candlelight in
the still of the night, featuring flutist
Caitlyn Callahan.

❖ Sunday, Dec. 28, a casual service
of carols and stories followed by a spe-
cial potluck dessert reception.

❖ Sunday, Jan. 4, Epiphany of the
Lord! Bring candles from home to symbol-
ize Christ’s light coming into the world.

The Beth Sholom Book Club will
meet Monday, Jan. 26, 8 p.m. at Beth
Sholom Congregation and Talmud To-
rah, 11825 Seven Locks Road, Potomac,
to discuss Noah Gordon’s  “The Last
Jew” and David Goldstein’s “Jacob’s

Legacy: A Genetic View of Jewish His-
tory”.  All are welcome. E-mail
alamp9608@yahoo.com

Beth Sholom Congregation and Tal-
mud Torah, 11825 Seven Locks Road,
Potomac, will be sponsoring the
Herbert Lieberman Shabbaton
with Rabbi Yitz Greenberg, a world-
reknown rabbi, lecturer and scholar
Friday, Jan. 30 and Saturday, Jan. 31.
All are welcome. Call 301-279-7010 or e-
mail office@bethsholom.org for details
about times and luncheon on Shabbat.

The Seven Locks Baptist
Church, 11845 Seven Locks Road,
Potomac, holds weekly prayer meet-
ings, Wednesday in the sanctuary at

6:45 p.m. Call 301-279-9388.

“Prayer Book Hebrew,” Tuesdays
from 6:45-7:45 p.m. at Congregation
Har Shalom, 11510 Falls Road,
Potomac. Call 301-299-7087. This is a
continuing course for those who have
completed a basic Hebrew siddur series
of classes using Level I of “Alef Isn’t
Enough.” This course is designed to
open the door to understanding the
Hebrew of prayers. The fee is $30 in
addition to registration fee.

First Church of Christ, Scientist
holds testimony meetings every
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. at 100 Nelson
St. Rockville. Free child care and park-
ing is provided. Call 301-762-8222.

Faith Notes



10  ❖  Potomac Almanac  ❖  December 17-23, 2008 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Potomac Village Deli Catering

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner Catering

301•299•5770
www.potomacvillagedeli.com

Home of
Your Holiday

Catering Headquarters

Serving the
Community

for over
35 Years

“Thinking Real Estate”
Call one of our award-winning Luxury Home & Estate Specialists

301-299-1010 • Potomac Village
For Information about an exciting career in Real Estate
Call C. P. Subramanian, Office Mgr., Potomac Village.

Potomac Village Office
10230 River Road, Potomac, MD

301-299-1010

Mahin Ghadiri 301-996-2266 Courtney Donato 301-706-9198

Matinee Lawhasawadi
Direct: 301-252-8799

E-mail: matinee@weichert.com for more details.

Bethesda
$864,995

Enjoy the best of
Bethesda and
Kensington from
this incredible 4
BR, 4.5 BA cus-

tom Colonial with all the bells and whistles!
Off Beach Drive and backing to Rock Creek
Park. You must see this fantastic home!

Gaithersburg
$509,990

Over 1 Acre across
from Kentlands.
Gorgeous 2 year old
head-to-toe remodel
with incredible
Kitchen featuring
Silestone

counters, hickory custom cabinets,
Kenmore Elite stainless steel appliances
and walnut wood floors. One-of-a-kind
lot and property. Price to sell!

Great Value in Potomac
$549,900

Single Family Colonial with first floor
Family Room w/fireplace, hardwood
floors on 1st & 2nd level Deck &
beautiful fenced yard,
1 car garage.

I JUST SOLD THESE HOMES!
Are you thinking about selling

or buying?  Contact me.
I’d like to take this opportunity to
thank all my clients, who placed their
trust in my service.
I wish you and your families Happy
Holidays!

As always, our greatest reward is finding you the home of your dreams.
From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for your support.

Mariella Vidal Young
301-651-4941

Nathalie Young Okhowat
301-675-2201
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Schools

Norwood School photo

At the Kennedy Center
Norwood Middle School Chorus and their music teacher, Christine Saunders, on the
steps of the Kennedy Center Opera House. The students were there to rehearse for their
performing  in The Joffrey Ballet’s “The Nutcracker.”

Your Home…Your Neighborhood…Your Newspaper
www.potomacalmanac.com
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The Ultimate Christmas Gift
WWII Warbird Rides

Over 3000 flights

since 1996

AEROBATICS • ON-BOARD VIDEO SYSTEM • HANDS-ON FLYING
GREAT VIEWS OF SKYLINE DRIVE, HARPERS FERRY AND

CIVIL WAR BATTLEFIELDS

540-635-2203 WWW.GIFTFLIGHT.COM
FIGHTER COMMAND, WINCHESTER, VAFIGHTER COMMAND, WINCHESTER, VA

CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR GIFT FLIGHT PACKAGES

AEROBATICS • ON-BOARD VIDEO SYSTEM • HANDS-ON FLYING
GREAT VIEWS OF SKYLINE DRIVE, HARPERS FERRY AND

CIVIL WAR BATTLEFIELDS

CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR GIFT FLIGHT PACKAGES
540-635-2203 WWW.GIFTFLIGHT.COM

ROBERT BERNARD JEWELERS

Your Neighborhood JewelerYour Neighborhood Jeweler
• Fine & Custom Jewelry
• Simple To Stunning
• Beautiful Gifts in Every Price Range
• Stone Replacement
• Jewelry Reconstruction
• Goldsmith on site
• Expert Repairs

1079 Seven Locks Road • Potomac, MD 20854 • Potomac Woods Plaza (next to Freshgo)

 Remake your old jewelry into something new

301.838.9696

News

From Page 5

Rental Windfall Blues
that at least 20 to 25 new list-

ings go up each hour, though he is
only able to repost his announce-
ment once a day — Allen is hold-
ing out hope that after the New
Year people will start to feel the
urgency of the impending celebra-
tion and he will start fielding in-

terest. After hearing about other
places to post his listing, Allen said
he would likely give those a try
too.

“I’ll probably toss it on there too
and see what happens,” he said.
“It would be great if this happens,
it would be a nice little windfall
for me.”

Solar Champion County Councilman and Potomac
resident Roger Berliner (D-1),

middle, recently received the Maryland / D.C. / Virginia
Solar Energy Industries Association’s annual Solar Cham-
pions of the Year Award for his work on a package of
climate change legislation earlier this year. Recently
Berliner was elected to a one-year term as the Montgom-
ery County Council vice president. With him in the photo
is Eric Coffman and Susan Kirby, planning specialists at
DEP.



12  ❖  Potomac Almanac  ❖  December 17-23, 2008 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Our Lady Of Mercy Catholic Church
Rev. Msgr. William J. English, Pastor

invites you to join us as we prepare for
Christmas

Advent Lessons & Carols
December 14,  3:00pm

followed by a
Reception & Christmas sing-along

4:00pm
an event for kids “from one to ninety-two”!

Penance Service
December 16, 7:30pm

Reconciliation
December 20, 9:30am-5:00pm

available all day
Masses

9200 Kentsdale Drive Potomac, MD 20854
phone 301-365-1415    website: www.olom.org

Christmas Eve
4:00pm (2 Masses),
6:00pm, 8:00pm
& 10:00pm

Christmas Day
8:30am, 10:45am

  & 12:30pm
 Mass in Korean, 5:00pm

Calendar

To have community events listed free in
The Potomac Almanac, send e-mail to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos and artwork
encouraged. Unless otherwise noted, all
events are in Potomac. For more informa-
tion, call 703-917-6407.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 17
Afternoon Tea. Harpist Jo Morrison is

performing at 1 p.m. at the Mansion
at Strathmore, 10701 Rockville Pike,
North Bethesda. Prepaid reservations
required; $21 plus tax. Call 301-581-
5108.

Art After Hours. Zemer Chai, the 30-
member Jewish Community Choir of
Washington, D.C. performs at 7:30
p.m. in the Mansion at Strathmore,
10701 Rockville Pike, North
Bethesda. Tickets: $15; call 301-581-
5100.

Book Discussion. 1 p.m. at Potomac
Library, 10101 Glenolden Drive.
Discuss “An Equal Music” by Vikram
Seth. Free. 240-777-0690.

Book Signing. 7:30 p.m. at Audubon
Naturalist Society, 8490 Jones Mill
Road, Chevy Chase. Get copies of
“City of Trees.” Free. 301-652-3606.

Book Party. 7:30 p.m. in the Woodend
Mansion Great Hall. Melanie
Choukas-Bradley will talk about her
new book “City of Trees: The
Complete Field Guide to the Trees of
Washington, D.C. Free.

THURSDAY/ DEC. 18
Winter Snacks for Animals. 10 a.m.

at Locust Grove Nature Center, 7777
Democracy Blvd., Bethesda. Children
3 years and up can feed the animals.
$3/person. 301-299-1990.

Monthly Talk. 7:30 p.m. at Adidam
Revelation Bookstore. Hear a talk by
Avatar Adi Da Samraj and his
students. $9 donation. 301-762-
1057.

FRIDAY/DEC. 19
Six String Sing-a-Long. A musical

performance and sing-a-long of
children’s favorites with Ellis
Woodward at the Cabin John Mall
Atrium, 11325 Seven Locks Road,
Potomac, 9:30 a.m.

Contra Dance. The Friday Night
Dancers presents traditional
American dancing including contra
dances, square dances, and waltzes
at the Spanish Ballroom in Glen Echo
Park. Contra dance lesson from 7:30-
8:15 p.m., dance from 8:30-11:30
p.m. to live music. $9/person. E-mail
fndcontra@yahoo.com.

Swing Dance. Enjoy a swing dance at
the Spanish Ballroom in Glen Echo
Park. Beginner Swing lesson from 8-9
p.m. and dance from 9 p.m.- 12 a.m.
to live music. $15/person.

Theater Performance. The American
Dance Institute’s Youth Ensemble will
perform a condensed version of “The
Nutcracker” at 7:30 p.m. at the
institute, 1570 East Jefferson St.,
Rockville. $20/adult; $10/child,
senior. Visit www.americandance.org
or 301-984-3003 for tickets.

SATURDAY/DEC. 20
 Family Solstice Hike. 11 a.m. at

Locust Grove Nature Center, 7777
Democracy Blvd., Bethesda. Families
can enjoy hikes and more. $2/person.
301-299-1990.

Music Performance. 8 p.m. at the
Music Center at Strathmore. Hear the
National Philharmonic Chorale
perform “Messiah.” Tickets start at
$29. Children free. Visit
www.nationalphilharmonic.org or
301-581-5100.

Theater Performance. The American
Dance Institute’s Youth Ensemble will
perform a condensed version of “The
Nutcracker” at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. at
the institute, 1570 East Jefferson St.,

Rockville. $20/adult; $10/child,
senior. Visit www.americandance.org
or 301-984-3003 for tickets.

SUNDAY/DEC. 21
 Christmas Music. The Washington

Chorus performs at 5 p.m. in the
Music Center at Strathmore, 5301
Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda.
Tickets start at $15; call 202-342-
6221.

Waltz Dance. Enjoy a waltz dance at
the Spanish Ballroom in Glen Echo
Park. Beginner Waltz lesson from 3-
3:30 p.m. and dance from 3:30-6
p.m. to live music. $8/person. Call
Joan Koury at 202-238-0230 or visit
www.WaltzTimeDances.org.

Contra and Square Dance. The
Folklore Society of Greater
Washington presents traditional
American dancing including contra
dances, square dances, and waltzes
at the Spanish Ballroom in Glen Echo
Park. Dance lesson from 7-7:30 p.m.,
dance from 7:30-10:30 p.m. to live
music. $12/non-members, $9/FSGW
members.

Chanukah Menorah Lighting
Celebration. 4:45 p.m. at Cabin
John Shopping Center parking lot,
corner of Tuckerman and Seven
Locks Roads. Enjoy clowns, magic
tricks, free food, music and more.
Free. Visit
www.LightTheMenorah.com.

Theater Performance. The American
Dance Institute’s Youth Ensemble will
perform a condensed version of “The
Nutcracker” at 3 p.m. at the institute,
1570 East Jefferson St., Rockville.
$20/adult; $10/child, senior. Visit
www.americandance.org or 301-984-
3003 for tickets.

Sugar Plum Extravaganza. 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m. at The American Dance
Institute, 1570 East Jefferson St.,
Rockville. Children ages 3-8 can
enjoy activities, story dance, pictures
with the Sugar Plum Fairy and more.
$25 includes one adult and one child;
$25 for extra children and adult. Visit
www.americandance.org or 301-984-
3003 for tickets.

MONDAY/DEC. 22
Holiday Celebration.  The

Washington Symphonic Brass

performs Christmas classics at 7:30
p.m. in the Music Center at
Strathmore, 5301 Tuckerman Lane,
North Bethesda. Tickets: $29;
children 7-17 free. Call 301-581-
5100.

TUESDAY/DEC. 23
 Dipless Candles. 6 p.m. at Locust

Grove Nature Center, 7777
Democracy Blvd., Bethesda. Families
with children 5 and up can craft
simple candles with no smoke or
wax. $6/person. 301-299-1990.

FRIDAY/DEC. 26
 Contra Dance. The Friday Night

Dancers presents traditional
American dancing including contra
dances, square dances, and waltzes
at the Spanish Ballroom in Glen Echo
Park. Contra dance lesson from 7:30-
8:15 p.m., dance from 8:30-11:30
p.m. to live music. $9/person. E-mail
fndcontra@yahoo.com.

SATURDAY/DEC. 27
Chanukah Feast. A Strathmore-

produced stage version of the
popular CD will run at 8 p.m. in the
Music Center at Strathmore, 5301
Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda.
Tickets: $21; call 301-581-5100.

Swing Dance. Enjoy a swing dance at
the Spanish Ballroom in Glen Echo
Park. Beginner Swing lesson from 8-9
p.m. and dance from 9 p.m.- 12 a.m.
to live music. $15/person. Visit
www.tomcunningham.com.

Music. 7:30 p.m. at Kreeger
Auditorium, JCC of Greater
Washington, Rockville. Hear music
by Lenny Solomon. $18/adult; $15/
child. Visit www.jewishroc.org or
301-468-3881.

SUNDAY/DEC. 28
 Cajun/Zydeco Dance. Dancing by

the Bayou presents Cajun and Zydeco
dancing with Dennis Stroughmatt &
Creole Stomp at the Bumper Car
Pavilion in Glen Echo Park. Cajun
dancing lesson at 3 p.m. followed by

See Calendar,  Page 13
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American Dance Institute students Alanna Ahlers and
Meggan Childs lead children in Nutcracker plies and
pirouettes during last year’s Sugar Plum Extravaganza.
This year’s event will be on Sunday, Dec. 21 from 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m.
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POTOMAC SENIORS VILLAGE

  A Residential
Assisted Living Community offers

Respite Care for the Holidays

Potomac Seniors Village is nestled on lush green 6.7
acres of a Potomac estate - just steps away from the
shops and cafes of Potomac “Village.” Our
compassionate and certified staff caters to each
resident’s unique needs in a gracious country-home
setting that is safe and secure.

At Potomac Seniors Village, we provide respite care
for as little as few days or as long as a few months.
Many people choose respite care for their elderly
family member when preparing for a scheduled
vacation, a business trip, or simply because they
need time off from the demands of care giving.

10501 Burbank Dr., Potomac, MD
301-299-1670

Our Community Provides:
24-hour supervision
Transportation & Escort Service
Medication Management

Respite Care Program
Memory Care
Activities Program

Giant

Falls Rd.
Safeway Walgreen

Burbank D
r.

R
iver R

d
.�

Warmer Beach Waters Worth the DriveWarmer Beach Waters Worth the Drive
Explore golf passion at more than 100 courses

Call Carly or David, 336-282-1870

Whether looking for an investment property with excellent
rental history, a vacation home on an unique island,

or a little bit of both, this is the house for you.

Drive a couple hours south of the Outer Banks and discover ocean breezes
and soothing golf for months longer at quiet, quaint Sunset Beach, NC,
located just across the state line and 30 minutes’ drive time from the
airport in busy Myrtle Beach, SC. Furnished 3 or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000.
Newly remodeled, bright and airy single family, beach island home on a
secluded area of the island surrounded by views of the canal, marsh and
ocean inlet. Sit on one of the newly built front porches (1 screened) and
capture a gorgeous sunrise with your morning coffee or unwind with friends
in the evening on the back deck and experience stunning sunset views.

From Page 12

Calendar

a dance from 3:30-6 p.m. $15/person. E-mail
Dancingbythebayou@verizon.net.

Contra and Square Dance. The Folklore Society
of Greater Washington presents traditional
American dancing including contra dances,
square dances, and waltzes at the Spanish
Ballroom in Glen Echo Park. Dance lesson from
7-7:30 p.m., dance from 7:30-10:30 p.m. to live
music. $12/non-members, $9/FSGW members.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 31
 Nature Craft Potpourri. 1 p.m. at Locust Grove

Nature Center, 7777 Democracy Blvd., Bethesda.
Make a magnet with supplies. $4/person. 301-
299-1990.

TUESDAY/JAN. 6
 Chinese Book Club. Join in a Chinese book

discussion in the Chinese language from 7-9
p.m. at the Potomac Library, 10101 Glenolden
Drive. Registration not required.

Afternoon Tea. Pianist John Dassoulas is
performing at 1 p.m. at the Mansion at
Strathmore, 10701 Rockville Pike, North
Bethesda. Prepaid reservations required; $21
plus tax. Call 301-581-5108.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 7
 Afternoon Tea. Harpist Carol Rose Duane is

performing at 1 p.m. at the Mansion at
Strathmore, 10701 Rockville Pike, North
Bethesda. Prepaid reservations required; $21
plus tax. Call 301-581-5108.

The man
who is
prepared
has his
battle
half
fought.

—Miguel de
Cervantes
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A Real
French Bistro in the
Heart of McLean
Since 1981

• Intimate Dining Room
• Cocktails

• Fine Cuisine
• Knowledgeable Service

6627 Old Dominion Drive  McLean, VA • (703)790-5164 • www.cafetatti.com

"BEST of McLean!"
-The Washingtonian
“The Lamb dishes are winners”
-Washington Post Richmond

Fresh Daily Specials Seafood, Beef, Lamb dishes

Open: Lunch-Dinner
Monday-Saturday
Closed: Sunday
Major Credit Cards are accepted

Reservation Suggested

Make Your Reservations Early
for Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve

“The Nutcracker”  is running
through Dec. 31 at the Adventure
Theatre in Glen Echo Park. Perfor-
mances on Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays at 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. and
Saturdays and Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
and 1 p.m. Special shows on Nov. 28
and Dec. 26-31 at 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Tickets: $10. Call 301-320-6668 or visit
www.thepuppetco.org.

“Frosty the Snowman” will be
playing at the Adventure Theatre in
Glen Echo Park Dec. 5- Jan. 4. Call the
box office at 301-634-2270 for show
times and tickets.

“The Lion, the Witch and the

Theater

Wardrobe” will be performed at the
Roundhouse Theatre in Silver Spring,
Dec. 15-20 at 7 p.m. and Dec. 21 at
11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Call the box of-
fice at 301-634-2270.

“Miss Nelson is Missing!,” a
musical-comedy, will be running at the
Imagination Stage, 4908 Auburn
Ave., Bethesda, through Jan. 4 at
12:30 and 3:30 p.m. on Saturdays and
Sundays. Recommended for ages 4 and
up. Call the box office at 301-280-1660
or visit www.ImaginationStage.org.

“Zomo the Rabbit: A Hip-Hop
Creation Myth,” a contemporary,
high-energy take on an African tale will

be running at the Imagination Stage,
4908 Auburn Ave., Bethesda, Jan. 24-
March 8, 2009 at 12:30 and 3:30 p.m.
on Saturdays and Sundays. Recom-
mended for ages 4 and up. Call the box
office at 301-280-1660 or visit
www.ImaginationStage.org.

Adventure Theatre continues its
literary series with seven popular
children’s book adaptations. Experience
the journey from reading the books at
home to seeing the plays unfold before
your eyes. Performances are always on
Sundays at 1:30 p.m. at the theatre
in Glen Echo Park. For children ages 4
and up. $10/family. Call 301-634-2270
or visit www.adventuretheatre.org.

A Holiday Art Show and Sale will
be hold in the Popcorn Gallery in Glen
Echo Park Saturdays and Sundays, Nov.
22- Jan. 11, 12-6 p.m. Exhibition will
feature works by resident artists.

Work from The Miniature Paint-
ers, Sculptors & Gravers Society
of Washington, D.C. is on display at
the Mansion at Strathmore’s Gudelsky
Galley Suite from December through
Jan. 3. All the work is original and must
be rendered 1/6 or less than life size and
the image may not exceed 25 square
inches. Free. Visit www.strathmore.org.

Peruvian artist Nebiur Arellano is
displaying tapestries inspired by the in-
digenous cultures of her homeland at
the Mansion at Strathmore’s First Floor
Galleries from December through
Jan. 3. Free. Visit www.strathmore.org.

Alice Hui’s wood fire stoneware,
porcelain teapots and vases and sculp-

tures both wheel-thrown and slab-built
and Jane Brashares’ handmade pa-
per, natural dyes, and found objects
such as sea glass, stones and weathered
wood are on display at the Mansion at
Strathmore’s Invitational Galley from
December through Jan. 3. Visit
www.strathmore.org.

Potomac artist Martha Lechner
Spak will have artwork on display in
the Target Gallery’s juried art show
from Dec. 11 through Jan. 11. Tar-
get Gallery is located in the Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St., Alexandria.
Free. Visit www.torpedofactory.org or
301-469-0189.

Joyce Zipperer’s
“Unmentionables…Then and Now,” a
display of undergarments made of metal
fabrics runs at the Mansion at
Strathmore, 10701 Rockville Pike,
North Bethesda, from Jan. 5-31.

See “Figurative Work” by Drew
Parris from Jan. 6 through Feb. 7
at Waverly Street Gallery, 4600 East-
West Highway, Bethesda. See drawings
and more. Free. 301-951-9441.

See “ Turning the Page” and
“The Art of the Book” through
Feb. 21, exhibiting the fine art behind
book illustration for children, and artist
books presenting images as the main
form of communication. Located at 155
Gibbs St., Rockville. 301-315-8200 or
www.visartscenter.org. Free.

The 35th anniversary celebration of
the Potomac Vally Watercolorists
runs at the Mansion at Strathmore,
10701 Rockville Pike, North Bethesda,
from Jan. 10-Feb. 21.

Yellow Barn Gallery at Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.
Free exhibits of emerging artist work
and art sales. Each weekend features the
work of a different artist. Every Satur-
day and Sunday from 12 - 5 p.m. Call
301-371-5593 or visit
www.yellowbarnstudio.com.

The Bethesda Art Walk allows art
lovers to visit downtown Bethesda’s gal-
lery community from 6-9 p.m. on the
second Friday of every month.
Many galleries change exhibits monthly
and hold receptions showcasing the fea-
tured artist in conjunction with the
Bethesda Art Walk.

Glen Echo Pottery. Glen Echo Pot-
tery maintains ongoing exhibits in the
Glen Echo Pottery Gallery in Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.
These feature a special selection of work
by resident artists, instructors and stu-
dents. Every Saturday and Sunday from
noon to 5 p.m. Call 301-229-5585 or
visit www.glenechopottery.com.

Glassworks is the D.C. area’s first
glass school located in Glen Echo Park,
7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.
When classes are not in session, the stu-
dio is open for visitors to observe
glassblowing and view the work of resi-
dent artist Rick Sherbert. Call
301-229-4184 or visit
www.ricksherbertglass.com.

The Art Glass Center at Glen Echo
exhibits continually in the Art Glass
Center Gallery. These exhibits feature
the work of resident artists Diane Cab,
Christine Hekimian, Bev and Zayde
Sleph, and Bobbi Vischi. Sculpture, ves-
sels, functional art, and jewelry are also
for sale. All exhibited work is made at
the Art Glass Center Studio. The Art
Glass Center also produces other exhib-
its featuring resident artists, faculty,
students and invited artists. The gallery
and studio are open to the public on the
weekends and by appointment. Contact
Bobbi Vischi at BBVischi@comcast.net.

Fine Arts
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Tennis Bubble Faces Uphill Battle
From Page 3

From Page 3

Learning
‘Utopia’

cises and other means what
Copeland calls the “neurological re-
set” that helps so many of her stu-
dents throughout the day.

“No kidding, this is utopia,” said
Deneen Wilson, whose son attends
Diener. Last year her son attended a
synagogue preschool in the morning
and a special-needs preschool in the
afternoon and resisted going to
school every day.

“The proof is in the pudding with
my child who resisted going to school
last year,” Wilson said. This year?
“Loves it. Loves it.”

FINDING THE RIGHT students
for the school is a matter of grouping
children together socially, as much as
it is to do with their needs, since cre-
ating a cohesive classroom environ-
ment is of paramount importance,
said the Lois McCabe, who directs the
school’s enrollment program. To en-
sure a good fit, maintain a small class
size and ensure plenty of individual
attention, not all families who apply
are accepted. Of 49 applicants for this
school year, 19 were accepted and 14
enrolled. “It’s amazing when it all
comes together but it’s a really diffi-
cult process to put together,” McCabe
said. Perhaps the biggest puzzle piece
to a student’s well-being — any stu-
dent, but particularly those with de-
velopmental and learning challenges
— is to help them build self-esteem.
Copeland makes sure that the stu-
dents are rewarded and acknowl-
edged not for completing specific
tasks as much as they are for work-
ing hard. To that end, teachers help
students construct a graph charting
the things they’ve done that day, from
working on their math assignments
to eating lunch or doing fitness exer-
cises. “Hard work and effort is really
commended here more than ability,”
Copeland said. “It’s not the product,
it’s the process.”

It’s a process that is ongoing. Di-
ener is named after Copeland’s grand-
father, Jack Diener, who encouraged
and supported Copeland in her quest
to open the school up to the time of
his death shortly before it opened for
the 2007 school year. Diener was an
inspiration and a support for
Copeland, much as Copeland and her
staff now are for the students and
families of her school.

“She really is the most dedicated,
amazing person I’ve ever met in terms
of this sort of thing,” said Wilson.

To learn more about The Diener
School visit thedienerschool.org.

Board.
The board’s vote is not final in this situa-

tion; the proposal to add the bubble is a
request to modify the club’s special excep-
tion under which it operates and that will
be decided at a Jan. 9 hearing at the Mont-
gomery County Board of Appeals. The Plan-
ning Board’s vote is an advisory opinion that
helps guide delibera-
tions at the Board of
Appeals.

Adding the bubble
would be a way for
the club to add year-
round revenue to
help ensure its finan-
cial health through
membership fluctua-
tions that all com-
munity pools endure, said Ted Sears, presi-
dent of the Potomac Swim and Tennis Club
and would be an amenity to club and com-
munity members.

“Tennis tends to be one of those sports
that if you learn it young you keep it for
life and … it seems to be a great thing to be
able to offer people in the community,” said
Sears.

The plan is to shift the two courts cur-
rently bordering Oaklyn Drive 17 feet away
from Oaklyn and 12 feet to the east, add a
court, and top them with a bubble that
would be 35 feet high at its apex. The

bubble would be raised from Oct. 25 to April
15 each year, and additional lighting would
allow nighttime tennis to be played until
10 p.m. each night the rest of the year. The
bubble would be a dark green to blend in
with the trees, would be screened by addi-
tional trees and would be opaque unlike
other bubble in the area such as the one on
the Georgetown Prep campus.

Richard Backus
lives next to the club
on Oaklyn Drive and
has been active in or-
ganizing neighbor-
hood support against
the bubble. Oppo-
nents of the bubble
worry that it will be
more visually obtru-
sive than club offi-

cials have let on, and they are wary of hav-
ing the resultant year-round traffic and ac-
tivity the operation would bring.

THE STAFF REPORT for the planning
board recommends denial of the proposed
improvements because of the visibility to
neighbors and suggests that the 18,600
square footprint bubble would be out of
character with the residential surroundings.

Yet the biggest obstacle the club faces to
its proposal is a matter of trust, or a lack
thereof. Backus said that the club violates
the language of the special exception un-

der which it operates each time they hold a
swim meet during the summer and attend-
ees park on Oaklyn Drive — on which no
parking is permitted — and he does not
believe that the club would abide by other
language in the special exception that al-
lows only club members to utilize its pool
and courts. Backus said that when the pro-
posal first went public, he saw a post on
the club’s Web site offering member and
non-member tennis rates. That post quickly
came down and club officials have said re-
peatedly that they would not open the
bubble to non-members, but those asser-
tions have not swayed the opposition.

“No matter what they say they do some-
thing else,” Backus said.

BARNES SAID that her group tends to
support neighbors opposed to expanded
facilities in their neighborhoods, but is also
opposed to the plan because she, too, does
not believe that the club will not violate its
special exception in operating the bubble.

“Absolutely not, members only,” Sears said
when asked if non-members would be al-
lowed to use or take lessons in the bubble.
“We have no intention of allowing non–
members to use the facility.” Sears said he
doesn’t know what else he can tell the
neighbors to convince them of that, but so
far it hasn’t worked.

“I don’t believe that. I don’t think the
neighbors believe it,” said Barnes.

“We have no intention of
allowing non–members
to use the facility.”

— Ted Sears, President, Potomac
Swim and Tennis Club

From Page 3

Resolution for Snyder Retaining Wall in the Works
build a new, more stable, reinforced wall

in front of the old wall, which was con-
structed before Snyder bought the property
in 1999. An environmental assessment of
that plan and alternative options as well as
the threat that the failure of the wall poses
to the slope below it has
nearly been completed
by officials from the U.S.
Department of the Inte-
rior and the Park Service,
said Kevin Brandt, super-
intendent of the C&O Ca-
nal National Historical
Park.

“Everyone is anxious
to move forward,” said
Brandt.

THE NATIONAL PARK
Service must approve
Snyder’s request to sta-
bilize the 400-foot long
wall because it stands in
a scenic easement on the
property administered
by the park, the lan-
guage of which prohibits the construction
or rebuilding of structures within 200 feet
of the park.

Efforts initiated by the previous owner to
buttress the wall were unsuccessful, and in
2005 a 60-foot portion of the wall collapsed,

resulting in a landslide of soil and wall de-
bris. Silt fencing and tarps were installed
to stabilize the slope where the wall col-
lapsed at the order of Montgomery County
as a short-term fix, but the wall may have
been destabilized by the removal of 130
trees in the easement without Montgomery

County’s permission in
2004 also contributed to
the wall’s deterioration
by destabilizing the
slope below it.

“It absolutely did,”
said Ginny Barnes, en-
vironmental chair and
past-president of the
West Montgomery
County Citizens Asso-
ciation.

Snyder was ultimately
fined $37,000 for that
incident and required to
plant replacement trees
by both the County and
the National Park Ser-
vice. The replantings re-
quired by the Park Ser-
vice were never fully

completed because of the landslide that oc-
curred when the retaining wall broke,
Brandt said. Those required by the County
never began.

“We’re just waiting for a decision from
[the National Park Service]… and then we’ll

get the planting done shortly thereafter,”
said Mark Pfefferle, the forest conservation
coordinator for the Maryland-National
Capital Park and Planning Commission

IN THE YEAR since the review process
began the hill has not deteriorated much
further, said Brandt, but all sides involved
would like to see a speedy resolution.

“Getting everyone on the regulatory side
of this … to sign off on the same page is
taking time. We don’t want to be out of sync
with county regulations, state regulations
and all of that,” said Brandt.

Once the environmental assessment re-
view is complete, the results will be released
to the public and a 30-day window for pub-
lic comment will open.

That will likely happen in the New Year,
but there is no solid timetable for it, said
Brandt. If there are no significant oversights
brought to light during the public review
period the planned replacement wall is
likely to proceed.

“I’m still hopeful that when the weather
breaks, whatever the resolution is, we can
get under way with it in the spring,” Brandt
said.

For more information on the wall and to
view the environmental report when it is
released, visit the Park Service’s web page
for the project at http://
p a r k p l a n n i n g . n p s . g o v /
projectHome.cfm?parkId=177&projectId=18554.

“I’m still hopeful
that when the
weather breaks,
whatever the
resolution is, we can
get under way with
it in the spring.”

— Kevin Brandt, Superinten-
dent, C&O Canal National

Historical Park
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By Mark Giannotto

The Almanac

I
t was at a late July basketball tournament
that Churchill guard Chase Hicks had
what he thought was just a casual con-

versation with his then-Bullis counterpart,
Elijah Gore, about coming to play for a dif-
ferent set of Bulldogs.

As Hicks tells it, Gore wasn’t happy with
his situation at Bullis and made a passing ref-
erence about changing
teams. Hicks told him he’d be
welcome at Churchill.

“I didn’t know he was be-
ing serious, though,” said
Hicks. “The first day of
school, he just showed up
unannounced. Nobody knew
who he was, except me.”

Luckily for the Bulldogs,
there aren’t too many people
who haven’t heard of
Churchill’s newest guard these days. The 6-
foot-2 Gore, a senior, has added much to an
already veteran-laden squad, averaging more
than 13 points per game with the Bulldogs
off to 1-2 start to the season.

Coaches and teammates alike have heaped
praise on the transfer from just down the road
for his toughness, willingness to do just about
anything asked of him, and work ethic.

“He guards with the best of them and he’s
always dying to get in the gym,” said coach
Matt Miller. “Every time I talk to him, it’s al-
ways ‘Coach, can I get to the gym and get
some extra shots? Coach can I get in the
weight room.’ He always wants to better him-
self.”

Off the court, Gore seems to have adjusted
well to his new team. He credits Miller’s three-
day-a-week fall workout schedule for allow-
ing him to get to know Churchill’s six other
seniors. And he made it a point to hang out
with teammates outside of school to create a
bond before official practices even began.

“I didn’t know anybody besides Chase,” said
Gore. “So I had a lot of catching up to do
quick.”

Miller said he has noticed Gore taking on
more of a vocal leadership role of late, an in-
dication that things aren’t quite so unusual
for him anymore. Hicks said his former foe
easily became “part of the family” in the locker
room.

Now comfortable in once-unfamiliar sur-
roundings, Gore has his sights set on taking
the Bulldog boy’s basketball program to a
place they haven’t been acquainted with for
years: the state semifinals.

“Right now I’m really happy with my deci-
sion, but I won’t be happy with the whole situ-
ation unless we’re playing in March,” said
Gore.

Churchill faced Magruder Tuesday night,
after the Almanac’s press time. The Bulldogs
close the week with a game at Blair Friday
night.

By Mark Giannotto

The Almanac

I
t still comes as a surprise to Churchill
swim and dive coach Rodney Van
Tassell when he watches finishes like
that of the 100-meter boy’s backstroke

race at last Saturday’s meet against Wootton
at the Montgomery Aquatic Center.

“Look at that freshman power,” he yelled
as the latest of his freakishly good fresh-
men class took home another top-three
showing. This time it was frosh Colin Asbury
coming in second place with a time of 59.85.

But Asbury is just one of 19 freshmen that
helped catapult Churchill past the Patriots,
201-141, a victory that saw the Bulldogs
dominate both the boy’s and girl’s competi-
tions. For a team that didn’t graduate any
contributing scorers from last year’s county
championship girl’s team and third place
boy’s team, it has oftentimes felt like an
embarrassment of riches.

“I’ve never seen a class like this,” said Van
Tassell, who is now in his seventh year as
coach. “It’s the strongest team I’ve ever seen
here, and it’s probably the strongest team
Churchill has had since the late 1980s.”

Although very few of the newcomers fin-
ished in first place Saturday, there were
plenty of seconds, thirds, and fourths that
are crucial towards winning the team por-
tion of swim and dive meets.

It’s this added depth that has the entire
team excited for what might be come the
end of the season. Van Tassell thinks the
girls have a shot at winning metros, while
the boy’s could fol-
low their lead and
take home a
county champion-
ship.

“It’s been really
exciting because I
haven’t had the ex-
perience of having a lot of good freshmen,”
said senior captain Matt Jacober. “Usually
they start off kind of bad and then experi-
ence comes with age, they’ve added so
much to the team right away.”

THE BULLDOGS were downright domi-
nant on Saturday winning 14 of the meet’s
22 events. Leading the charge on the boy’s
side was junior Christopher Verbancouer,
who took home first place in the 200-yard
individual medley and 100-yard butterfly
races. Senior Marco Tinari conquered the
test of endurance that is the 500-yard
freestyle race, finishing with a time of
4:54.72. Tinari also finished in second in
the 200-yard freestyle race.

On top of his second-
place showing in back-
stroke, Asbury was

also fast enough to win the 50-yard
freestyle race with a time of 23.02. He
was joined in the winner’s circle by fel-
low freshman Collin Stanhope, who won
the 100-yard breast stroke race.

Senior Michael Stanton and freshman
Timothy Faeber finished in first and sec-
ond, respectively, in the diving portion
of the meet.

The Churchill girl’s were equally im-
pressive, led by senior Dorothy Yu, who
finished in first place in the 200-yard in-
dividual medley and the 100-yard back-
stroke races. Sophomore Emily Hall was
also solid, garnering second-place show-
ings in the 200- and 500-yard freestyle
races. Junior Alexandra Stanton won the

girl’s diving competition.

WHILE THE FINAL score was disap-
pointing, the Wootton swim and dive
team had its bright spots. Coach Howard
Blume was particularly happy with the
performances of his own dynamic fresh-
men, Kenneth Ke and Michael Fu.

Fu finished in third place in the 100-
meter breaststroke, while Ke took home
fourth place in the 50-yard freestyle. On
the girl’s side, Sophia Wang had a ban-
ner day, finishing in first place in the
100-yard freestyle with a time of 55.76.

Churchill returns to the pool this Sat-
urday for a meet against Sherwood at
the Rockville Municipal Swim Center.
Wootton takes on Bethesda Chevy-
Chase Saturday at the Germantown In-
door Pool.

Already loaded with
talent, Churchill swim
and dive might have
its best freshmen
class ever.

A Focus on Freshmen Class
Smooth
Transfer
Former Bullis starter
is now leading
Churchill basketball.

Elijah Gore

Churchill sophomore Emily Hall finished in second place in both
the 200- and 500-yard freestyle races.

Wootton freshman Michael Fu was one of several
first-year varsity swimmers and divers that had
impressive showings for both the Patriots and
Churchill last Saturday.

“It’s the strongest team
I’ve ever seen here.”

— Churchill coach
Rodney Van Tassell

Photos by Harvey Levine/The Almanac
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