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Reston

 Soaring
Seahawks

Sports, Page 20

South Lakes’ Travis Williams
(3) goes up for a shot as
Herndon’s Zack Ozycz (20)
guards him during last Friday
night’s early season boys
basketball contest between
the rival Seahawks and
Hornets. South Lakes, the
home team, was a 73-68
winner.

Navigating
Budget
Challenge
News, Page 3

Google
Searches for

Ways to Help
News, Page 3

Google
Searches for

Ways to Help
News, Page 3
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News
Reston Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-917-6428 or reston@connectionnewspapers.com

By Catherine M. Hudgins (D)

 Supervisor, Hunter Mill District

J
ust as many of
you are facing
tough decisions

with your household
budgets, the county is
facing difficult decisions
with its current FY 2009
budget. You may be cut-
ting back on dining out
or travel, or you may be
struggling to pay your
mortgage or your pre-
scriptions. Fairfax
County faces similar challenges and conse-
quently, has instituted measures to reduce
expenses, including limiting overtime and
travel and furloughing all nonessential
county employees for one day in January.
We are all trying to figure out how to pay
for the things we deem are essential.

With each passing budget presentation, I
am made more aware of what an arduous
task balancing the next budget will be for
me and my fellow board colleagues. We
know that we will not be able to provide
the same level of services that residents are
used to. From my perspective, how we make
our decisions depends largely on the answer
to this question — when all is said and done,
what kind of county do we want to be?

The core purpose of Fairfax County gov-
ernment is to protect and enrich the qual-
ity of life for the people, neighborhoods and
diverse communities of Fairfax County. As
a resident and public servant, I take that
seriously. I take pride in how the county
government conducts itself and that we re-
peatedly earn recognition as one of the best
managed counties in the nation and as one
of the best places to live. Despite our suc-
cesses, we cannot ignore the reality of the
current economic situation: less revenue for
the county means less available funding for
the services we value. The challenge is that
citizens of Fairfax County are diverse and
place different values on these services. The
board has a responsibility to consider those
opinions and weigh them against its legal
obligations and the best interests of every-
one in order to reach a balanced and equi-
table budget.

So, where do we go from here? We know
today that we face a $500 million shortfall
for the budget year that begins July 1, 2009.
That number may very well grow. The good

A
t a community open house in its
new office in Reston Town Cen
ter last Tuesday, Dec. 9, Google’s
federal enterprise sales team

took the opportunity to announce its up-
coming philanthropic partnerships with
Reston Interfaith and Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools.

The group plans to help Reston Interfaith
use Google technologies to empower its cli-
ents, beginning with a local homeless shel-
ter. Mike Bradshaw, director of Google Fed-
eral, said even “something as simple as plac-
ing a couple of PCs in the shelter” would
help its clients look for jobs and have e-mail
addresses. And Google will work with the
schools to incorporate the Google Earth and
SketchUp programs into classroom curricu-
lum.

THE TEAM looked all over Fairfax County
before deciding to move into about 15,000
square feet of office space on Library Street,

Bradshaw said. What sold them on the lo-
cation, he said, was its proximity to ameni-
ties like recreation and bike paths, as well
as its accessibility.

Google spokesman Galen Panger said the
company had a location in Washington,
D.C., for its government affairs and public
policy employees, but wanted another of-
fice where the enterprise team’s business
partners worked and its employees, referred
to as “Googlers,” lived.

The team moved in last August and about
30 employees occupy the space.

“Any community they move into, it’s in-
stant recognition and instant credibility to
other companies of the same stripe and
color,” Jerry Gordon, president of the Fairfax
County Economic Development Authority,
said of the Google company. “Google is syn-
onymous with creativity. And everybody
knows that what drives Google is its em-
ployees,” he said, noting that other com-
puter technology companies would now

realize that those employees could be found
in Reston and Fairfax County.

THE FEDERAL enterprise sales team fo-
cuses on repackaging existing Google prod-
ucts to make them useful to the government
or commercial businesses, Bradshaw said.
For example, he said, the group creates
search engine software that lets companies
search for internal documents as easily as
they can find online items by using Google
on the Internet.

As for the company’s local philanthropic
outreach, Bradshaw said, “We were very
welcomed by Fairfax County,” adding that
the team wanted to return the good will.
“It’s sort of part of the [Google] culture,”
he added.

Panger agreed, saying the company of-
fered its assistance to any community where
it worked.

— Mike DiCicco

Having moved into Reston, company
announces local philanthropic efforts.

Google
Searches for
Ways to Help

A crowd turned out for the community open house at
Google’s new office in Reston last week.
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“Any community they
move into, it’s instant
recognition and instant
credibility to other
companies of the same
stripe and color.”

— Jerry Gordon, president,
Fairfax County Economic

Development Authority

N
ation Children, a nonprofit dedi
cated to helping low-income
families make a transition to self-

dependency, held a charity distribution,
Wednesday, Nov. 26, at the Reston Commu-
nity Center at Lake Anne. Nation Children
distributed free clothing, shoes and acces-
sories for children, as well as fresh food and
vegetables for Thanksgiving dinner.

Afia Armah, executive programs director at
Nation Children, said the event was success-
ful even though it closed three hours earlier
because there were no donations left to give
out. She said it was sad to see many people

who came late be turned away as there
were no more goods to provide them.

For more information on the event or
Nation Children visit
www.nationchildren.org.

— Mirza Kurspahic

A girl receives a toy
at the Nation Chil-
dren event, Wednes-
day, Nov. 26, at the
Reston Community
Center at Lake Anne.

Nation Children Holds
Successful Distribution
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Make your voices
heard on hard
choices ahead.

Navigating
Budget
Challenge

See Hard Choices,  Page 7

Commentary
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News

By Mirza Kurspahic

The Connection

T
o some they are abstract and to oth
ers they are concrete, but Reston’s
founder Robert E. Simon Jr., refers

to sculptures at Lake Anne Village Center
as “pieces of fantasy.” While sculptures and
other artworks are exhibited in parts of
Reston, a plan has been created to encour-
age purposeful installation of public art-
works throughout the community.

“Reston is the first unincorporated com-
munity in the United States to have a pub-
lic art master plan,” Joe Ritchey, president
of Initiative for Public Art-Reston (IPAR),
said. He said the creation of the plan ful-
fills a vision Simon put in place 45 years
ago, incorporating public art in Lake Anne,
Reston’s first village center. “We’ve inher-
ited a tremendous planning template,”
Ritchey said. “Public art was always incor-
porated in that.”

“This is a tremendous accomplishment for
the community of Reston,” Ann Rodriguez,
Reston resident and president of the Arts
Council of Fairfax County, said. “It is a na

Problem Solving
 The BLT, the Brilliant LEGO Team, com-

prising eight Reston, Herndon and Great
Falls area seventh-graders, won first place
overall (Champion’s Award) at the Virginia
FIRST LEGO League (FLL) Competition,
recently held in Sterling. They also partici-
pated in the Virginia State FLL Champion-
ship at James Madison University (JMU) in
Harrisonburg, Va.

FLL is a global program created to get
children excited and inspired about science,
technology and engineering. FLL has an
annual challenge that is divided into four
parts: research project, robot performance,
robot design and teamwork. Along with
designing, building and programming a
robot to perform specified missions, teams
must conduct a research project.

This year’s research project required
teams to find and solve a climate-related
problem, as well as present their solu-
tions to a panel of judges. The BLT, after
meeting Zack Fields, an aide to county
Supervisor Gerry Connolly, discovered
that geese droppings are a substantial
problem in the Fairfax County area, since
geese are staying longer and longer into
the fall and winter seasons in the south-
ern areas, and in some areas, not even
migrating north because of the condu-
cive climate in Fairfax County. The geese
droppings penetrate water systems and
can potentially poison humans with E.
coli or destroy ecosystems. To solve this
predicament, the team came up with
various solutions, all of which are ex-
plained in their YouTube video, The Canada
Geese Problem.

Team members are Greg Blanpied, Priya
Seetharaman, Kumar Singaram, Matt
Skowronski, Nita Takanti, Alex Terrafranca,
Ian Terrafranca and Justin Weeks.

Coaches are Michael Blanpied, Barbara
Skowronsk and Robert Terrafranca. Clima-

tology mentor is Wayne Weeks, National
Weather Service meteorologist.

 For more information on geese solutions,
visit the team’s YouTube video at http://

A
 23-year-old woman, employed
as a teller at the BB&T Bank lo-
cated at 13360 Franklin Farm
Road was robbed at gunpoint, ac-

cording to police. On Wednesday, Dec. 10, at
around 5 p.m., a man vaulted the counter dis-
playing a handgun. He confronted the teller
and announced a robbery. An undisclosed
amount of money was handed over and the
suspect fled. There were no injuries.

The suspect was described as having light
skin, possibly black or Hispanic. He was
about 5 feet 7 inches tall, with a stocky
build. He was wearing a blue, hooded
sweatshirt, khaki pants, white shoes and a
black mask.

Detectives have linked this suspect with
the bank robbery that occurred at the BB&T
Bank located at 2513 Fox Mill Road in
Reston on Dec. 1.

Anyone with information is asked to contact
Crime Solvers by phone at 1-866-411-TIPS/8477,
e-mail at www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org or text
“TIP187” plus your message to CRIMES/274637
or call Fairfax County Police at 703-691-2131.

Bank Robbery in the Herndon Area

Detectives have linked this suspect with the bank robbery that occurred
at the BB&T Bank located at 2513 Fox Mill Road in Reston on Dec. 1.

Pictured, from left, are the team members, Ian Terrafranca, Kumar
Singaram, Matt Skowronski, Greg Blanpied, Alex Terrafranca, Nita
Takanti, Priya Seetharaman, Justin Weeks.
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Reston becomes
country’s first
unincorporated
community with
public art
master plan.

Public Arts
Plan
Unveiled

Joe Ritchey, president of the Initia-
tive for Public Art-Reston, unveils
Reston’s public art master plan,
rendering Reston the first unincor-
porated community in the United
States to have such a plan.
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See Art, Page 7

www.youtube.com/watch?v=6tcxjV2bo4o.
For more information on FLL in the United
States, visit http://firstlegoleague.org/com-
munity/HomePage.aspx.

Lake Anne Wins
Lego Championship

The Lake Anne Elementary First Lego
League team won first place in robot per-
formance at the state championship tour-
nament held recently at James Madison
University. The Sea Monsters team has

Week in Reston

now placed first in robot performance for
two consecutive years. Team members
are Steven Anderson, Andrew Barrett,
Ryan Barrett, Patrick Keefer, Joshua
Kobayashi, Julia Morgan, Mia
Rickenbach, Natalie Schauer, Amaani
Sirajuddin, and Brentan Walter. The team
is coached by Wally Walter, John Barrett,
Kim Schauer, and Siraj Sirajuddin.
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15% OFF all local gift basket orders placed by Dec 20th

703-708-0800
11846  Spectrum Center Dr. Reston

Call for an appointment today!

In the Harris Teeter Shopping Center.
Behind SHBC Bank Building

(With this Ad)
Expires 12/31/08

Free OPI color/manager’s choice

$10.00 OFF
FIRST

HAIRCUT!

$55.00 Manicure and
Pedicure

Acrylic Nails Available

Leather
AccessoriesPaul’s

703-759-3735  www.PaulsLeather.com
9903 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA

Superlight Event
briggs-riley.com

up to
20% off
Selected Items Until 12/25/08

Travel
Solutions

Superlight
Upright

®

™

News

New Partner for Indoor Facility?

Brown’s Chapel continues to be a site under consider-
ation for the indoor recreation facility.

RCA discusses
Fairfax County’s
role in bringing
indoor recreation
to Reston.

See Indoor Facility,  Page 15

By Mirza Kurspahic

The Connection

R
estonians are still wait
ing on the indoor ten-
nis court to be con-
structed in their community. While it is

no secret that the tennis-crazed community wishes
to have indoor tennis in addition to 48 outdoor
courts, the question of how to pay for it all is on
some resident’s minds.

“Let the county build it for us,” said Dan McGuire,
a Reston Citizens Association (RCA) director for
South Lakes. He said he would do everything he
could to stop the project if it was financed through
Reston residents. “I think it’s unfair to the public, or
Reston, because we have been short-shafted in al-
most every aspect of county resources,” McGuire said.
He cited the financing of Reston Community Center
through a special tax district as an example of how
the county got out of investing money into Reston.

LARRY BUTLER, the Reston Association (RA) Parks

and Recreation director, spoke to the RCA board
Monday night, Nov. 24, about the indoor facility. He
said that there had been discussions with the Fairfax
County Park Authority regarding a partnership for
the indoor facility because it owns 60 acres of land
adjacent to Brown’s Chapel, an area RA is exploring
as a possible site for the future facility. “We’ve had
some discussions with the Park Authority, but there’s
been no commitment,” Butler said. He added that
the task force of RA and Reston Community Center
directors had mentioned in its discussions that if the
county builds the facility then it has to be open to all
county residents. “It makes it less of a ‘Reston’ facil-
ity,” Butler said.

McGuire said county-built facilities in other areas
require user fees, and are open to everyone, but at

Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries
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11515 Sunrise Valley Drive
Reston, VA 20191

Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

(703) 620-5557www.blooms.com

Can’t be home for Christmas?

Order your Christmas
center pieces now

Your flowers can be!

Call us and we’ll take
special care to send just

the right Blooms.

Remember, we deliver!

Hard Choices
From Page 3

news is we have already instituted measures to
mitigate the projected shortfalls, including adjust-
ments to the current budget. Unlike many other ju-
risdictions, we began this discussion months, if not
years, ago and have already implemented measures
to address it. So, while there are hard decisions be-
ing made and even more to make in the weeks and
months ahead, we are in a better position than many
other jurisdictions. I would caution that panic will
not get us through the challenges we face. What is
needed is thoughtful consideration of the services
and programs we value and an honest discussion
about the things we will have to live without.

I have learned that in times of difficulty, commu-
nities respond and people and organizations find

News

Reston
Promotes
Art

Public arts supporters joined the Initiative for Public
Art-Reston board members to unveil the community’s
public art master plan at the Greater Reston Arts Center
(GRACE) Tuesday night, Dec. 2.

From Page 4
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tionwide first and it’s to be cel-
ebrated.” She added that the
Reston plan will be a perfect model
for other communities, in Fairfax
County or elsewhere, to emulate.

“THIS IS NOT just about art be-
ing brought into Reston, but also
about art being created in Reston,”
Leila Gordon, executive director of
the Reston Community Center,
said. Gordon said the artwork that
would be commissioned from the
plan is meant to come from a wide
array of artists, from profession-
als to local students. “Every piece
of this plan is meant to incorpo-
rate community education and in-
volvement,” she said.

Gordon added that the plan pro-
vides an opportunity for Reston
artists and other residents to be
involved in art projects through-
out the community. “We enjoy do-
ing things all over Reston they [the
residents] can enjoy,” she said, in-
cluding creating contemplative
and playful spaces through art-
work.

In addition to aesthetic benefits,
Gordon said public art stimulates
the community’s activities on ev-
ery level and has economic ben-
efits also. She said studies show
that works of public art increase
worker productivity and commu-
nity engagement. “If art is present,
the community is likelier to be-
come involved,” Gordon said.

Ritchey, addressing about 40
people at the unveiling of the plan
at the Greater Reston Arts Center
(GRACE) Tuesday night, Dec. 2,
explained the plan’s history. Upon

attending a symposium on public
art in Charlottesville in April 2007,
he and a couple of other art en-
thusiasts, including Rodriguez,
decided to gauge the interest in
public art in the community. Seven
community organizations —
GRACE, League of Reston Artists,
Arts Council of Fairfax County,
Reston Community Center, Reston
Association, Reston Town Center
Association and Greater Reston
Chamber of Commerce — came
together with Reston residents
representing artists and planners
to form IPAR. A public forum and
mailed surveys were included in
the public outreach for the effort
and a consultant was retained to
organize the public and profes-
sional input into a plan. IPAR
board members toured existing
public artworks in Reston and also
visited Arlington, a jurisdiction
that has enacted a master plan.

The boards of all seven organiza-
tions comprising IPAR endorsed
the plan unveiled Monday unani-
mously. “It truly is a gift from the
community to the community,”
Ritchey said.

“It’s really great living in
Reston,” Fairfax County Supervi-
sor Catherine Hudgins (D-Hunter
Mill) said. She said the plan’s cre-
ation is another example of
Reston’s values and its residents’
ingenuity. “We create out of our
own initiative,” Hudgins said. “It
comes from the ground up.”

Ritchey said IPAR’s work was
conducted with three goals in
mind — creating a world-class
public arts master plan for Reston,
creating a template for other un-
incorporated communities to fol-
low and growing a new leadership
in Reston. For more information
on IPAR or to view the plan visit
http://www.publicartreston.org.

ways to help each other. There will be reductions
and no matter how they are achieved, programs and
people across the county will feel the effects. I en-
courage you to be actively engaged in this process
by ensuring your voice is heard, either by visiting
the county’s Web site and submitting your budget
ideas online or contacting my office. Ask yourself,
what kind of county do I want to live in? Your an-
swer to that question is vital if we are to maintain
the quality of life we all value

To stay informed on the latest Hunter Mill District
and Board of Supervisors news, subscribe to the
Hunter Mill District e-blast, visit my Web site at http:/
/www.fairfaxcounty.gov/huntermill/ and select the
appropriate link. As always, call or e-mail my office
at 703-478-0283 with any thoughts, concerns or
questions.

❖ Public artworks should be considered
in any new development in Reston —
from new community facilities to
major private projects to public-
private endeavors.

❖ Public artworks should be
commissioned as part of the overall
design of a site, to the fullest extent
possible, not as adjuncts or
afterthoughts.

❖ The location of public artworks should
respond to Reston’s established
community planning and urban
design strategies.

❖ Public artworks should be
commissioned in all areas of Reston
and should be accessible to
everybody — residents, employees
and visitors.

❖ Reston’s collection of artworks should
be diverse. The collection should
include sculpture, art that is
integrated in building design, part of
landscapes and featured in public
spaces. Reston’s public art projects
will be led by artists and engaged
with the community.

Principles for Public Art
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Opinion

I
n the past week, there were two instances
of police chasing perpetrators through
multiple jurisdictions that raise some
questions.

In one case, a tractor trailer driven
by a man fleeing police in Montgom-
ery County crossed the American Le-
gion Bridge on the Capital Beltway
into Fairfax County and then exited in Tysons
Corner before crashing down the block from
this newspaper’s offices on Westpark Drive.
Dozens of police cars from Maryland and Vir-
ginia participated in the chase, broadcast live
on some channels via helicopter.

The chase ended with a few fender benders
and the suspect being tasered. No one else was
hurt.

But we wonder what kind of damage could
have occurred.

When does it make sense to chase a suspect
driving a vehicle with contents unknown into
the center of one of the largest shopping dis-
tricts in the United States during the holiday
shopping season? With helicopters in pursuit
perhaps this is a case where tracking the truck
until it ran out of gas was a possibility.

Last week, a 19-year-old bank robbery sus-
pect from McLean was shot dead by police
within sight of a middle school after a foot
chase led them to an Arlington neighborhood.

Last February, a Fairfax County Police Officer
drove her police cruiser through a red traffic
signal on Richmond Highway on the way to
answer a call, striking the car of 33 year-old

Ashley McIntosh and killing her. The
officer was cleared of charges of reck-
less driving.

We don’t pretend to understand all of the
factors that come into play in making such de-
cisions in general or these decisions in particu-
lar. We do know that we would like police to
be open with the public about their policies.

 — Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

When To Chase? How to judge when benefits
outweigh risks to police, public?

S
everal thoughtful emails were sent re
sponding to our editorial, “Don’t Lump
Poor Students Together.” (Dec. 3, 2008,

w w w. c o n n e c t i o n n e w s p a p e r s . c o m /
article.asp?article=322904&paper=65&cat=110)

Some writers pointed to many factors besides
concentration of student poverty that affect the
quality of a school.

For example, Graham Road Elementary, with
a high percent poverty rate, performs compa-
rably to many schools with wealthy student
populations. Graham Road, at least one writer
said, is a good school because of great princi-
pal, great resources and parents who care.

The way the editorial was written does
present too simplistic a picture.

While concentration of poverty in schools
creates significant and often unnecessary chal-

More on Poor Students
lenges, and decreasing the concentration has
benefits, this is far from the only factor involved
in creating a successful school and student
achievement.

Absolutely a great principal can inspire staff
and parents; teachers and parents who care
can make an incredible difference. And it is
also quite possible for a school populated by
affluent families to be mediocre.

Any yet, as the school system draws new
boundaries, it is a mistake to create this addi-
tional challenge of concentrating poor students
in one school.

But there is much more work than that in-
volved in creating great schools.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Editorials

By John Lovaas

Civic Leader and Reston

Impact Producer/Host

P
erhaps most surprising
about the case of
Illinois Gov. Rod

Blagojevich is not that he was
nailed, but that more politi-
cians at all levels are not. Our
campaign finance rules are so
lax and their enforcement
even more so that there is just
too much temptation for
public officeholders. Many are
no doubt more honest while
others are not caught because
they are smarter and less
aggressively greedy than
Blagojevich.

The opportunities for
corrupt behavior are every-
where. In the nation’s capital,
an army of 35,000-plus
lobbyists disburse millions in
the service of big oil, pharma,
insurance and more economic
powerhouses. Congressmen
and women think nothing of
inserting earmarks worth
millions for noncompetitive
contracts or grants directed to
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campaign contributors — and it
is perfectly legal. State legisla-
tors recently took money en
masse from Dominion Power in
return for the fastest
reregulation of an entire indus-
try in history. And, don’t even get
me started on some Fairfax
County Supervisors whose
campaign machinery is lubri-
cated by developer cash resulting
in dysfunctional land use and
transportation gridlock for lowly
constituents.

How do we drain the fetid
swamp that U.S. governance has
become? In an ideal world,
campaigns would rely on public
airwaves rather than pricey

commercial TV and public not
private financing. Short of
these serious overhauls to
restore public confidence, let’s
do some obvious remedying:

❖ bar contributions from
those having or seeking
contracts from the county or
state;

❖ bar contributions from
those seeking regulatory
rulings or legislation — e.g.,
developers;

❖ sharply limit contribution
size and tighten disclosure
rules so that limits stick; and,

❖ strengthen monitoring,
enforcement and penalties for
violations.

On Feb. 3 we will elect a
new chairman of the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors.
My vote goes to the candidate
who commits to essential
reform of the Fairfax cam-
paign finance swamp. To
follow the pay-to-play money
trails at the county and state
levels, go to www.vpap.org; to
follow the bucks in the US
House and Senate, go to
www.opensecrets.org

Blagojevich Got Caught

Independent Progressive

Restoration
Sugarcoated
To the Editor:

My husband Rick and I live near
the Snakeden stream restoration.
I am sick at my stomach every time
I walk down by Lake Audubon and
see what they have done to my
“backyard.” I feel like I am in
mourning. Though RA would not
consider us to be an “affected
party” we purchased a home in
south Reston, because of the prox-
imity to the wild ambience of the
dense, natural woods. We looked
at similar, less expensive homes in
other, open meadow, areas of
Fairfax County including north
Reston. South Reston was unique
in offering this leafy solace. We
feel that we paid a premium to live
here.

We walk daily in the Glade Val-
ley and wish to see the woods pre-
served even if the stream needs
repairs. We do not want to see the
Glade Valley clear-cut as has hap-
pened to the Snakeden. We both
believe the continued restoration
can and should be accomplished
with a much smaller footprint than
we have seen in the Snakeden res-
toration. We don’t feel that any
real effort is being made to pre

See Letters,  Page 9

Letters
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

703-691-7999

serve trees. Lip service is paid
to the effort, but is not demon-
strated in the results. A scalpel

should have been used rather than
a bulldozer.

I have walked all the way up the
Snakeden several times and seen
the full restoration. It is pretty in

the upper reaches where WSSI has
completed their work, but it is not
what we wanted when we moved

From Page 8

Letters

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

 State Delegate (D-36)

M
y column next
week will be a re
print of the fa
mous 1897 New

York Sun editorial, “Yes, Virginia,
There is a Santa Claus.” In it edi-
tor Francis P. Church responds to
young reader Virginia O’Hanlon’s
question about the existence of
Santa Claus. More recently a ques-
tion is being asked throughout Vir-
ginia as to whether the state can
meet its obligations in a compas-
sionate way. Is there a Santa Claus
for state government, and if so,
will he come this year?

The economic crisis being felt by
most households and certainly by
the business community as a
whole is wreaking havoc on the
state budget as well. What ap-
peared initially to be a couple of

public hearings I will be
holding on Monday, Jan.
5, 7:30 p.m., at Fox Mill
Elementary School with
Sen. Mark Herring or on
Tuesday, Jan. 6, 7:30
p.m., at the Reston Com-
munity Center at Lake
Anne with Sen. Janet
Howell. This is an oppor-
tunity to meet with your
elected representatives

to state government before we
leave for Richmond for the annual
legislative session. Preregistration
is not required. Written testimony
is appreciated but not required.

Wishful thinking or fantasies
will not solve the commonwealth’s
challenges. Nor will Santa Claus
provide a solution. Tough deci-
sions will need to be made. I
would really appreciate hearing
from you on your priorities.

Virginia, Is There a Santa Claus?

Commentary

Opinion

billion dollars shortfall
will certainly exceed 3
billion dollars and the
only remaining question
is by how much. No ar-
eas of the state budget
will escape reductions.
The challenge will be to
keep minimally funded
programs alive when
they provide vital ser-
vices.

Your assistance is needed in es-
tablishing priorities for our fund-
ing. All voters should receive a
newsletter from me in the next
week that includes a Voter Survey.
If you have not received a copy by
next week, call my office at 703-
758-9733 in the mornings to re-
quest a copy be sent to you. Com-
plete the written survey and return
it to me or complete the survey
online at www.kenplum.com.

Please plan also to participate in

See Letters,  Page 14
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Herndon/Reston
2557 John Milton Drive
Fox Mill Shopping Center next to Glory Days Grill
703-391-0123

Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 9-6
Wed: 9-5 • Sat: 10-3

703-471-7120

Authorized Agent of

Around the corner from the Ice House  •  Across the street from the Fire Station
Same block as Jimmy’s Tavern

681 Spring Street, Herndon  •  Under same ownership for 45 years

Same Location Since 1969

All work done by our Employees

Horizon Collection Carpet
from Mohawk

Select Xtra Life Carpet
Continuous Filament Nylon

$2.11 Sq. Ft. Installed
w 6lb Pad

Semi-Gloss Solid
Hardwood Flooring

$4.99 Sq. Ft.
Plus labor

Franklin Collection

21/4” wide by 3/4”thick,
20 year warranty

Open House
Sunday, February 8 from 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Meet our wonderful teachers, tour the
facility and be prepared to feel right
at home at St. Mark Catholic School!

St. Mark Catholic School is a fully accred-
ited school for grades preschool through
8. With a morning-only preschool, full
day kindergarten and state of the art
facilities, St. Mark is a warm, nurturing
environment with high academic standards.
Our well-prepared eighth grade graduates
go on to attend local high schools including: Thomas Jefferson, Madison,
Oakton, Paul VI Catholic, Bishop O’Connell, Gonzaga, Georgetown Visitation,
Trinity and Oakcrest, to name a few.

Visit our website: www. stmark.org, or call 703-281-9103
to set up a private tour, prior to or after our Open House.

News

Christmas
Party
Celebrated

Lauren Ainslie of Reston serves punch to residents and
family members of the Hunters Woods Fellowship House
Saturday during its annual Christmas Party. Ainslie’s
grandmother is a volunteer at the house and she wanted
to come along to help.

Robert E. Simon,
founder of Reston,
visits with residents
of the Hunters Woods
Fellowship House
Saturday.

Photos by Robbie Hammer/The Connection
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Kyle Knight Insurance Agency, Inc.
Reston, VA 20190
Bus: 703-435-2300

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.©

PERSONAL SERVICE.
Car insurance with

No extra charge.

 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company   •  State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL  •  statefarm.com

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

At State Farm© you get a competitive rate
and an agent dedicated to helping you get the
coverage that’s right for you and the discounts
you deserve. Nobody takes care of you like
State Farm. Contact me. I’ll prove it.

Se Habla Español

YOGA!
FREE SAMPLE CLASSES

JANUARY 3rd TO 9th

We Offer Yoga Classes for:
• Adults • Teens
• Kids • Prenatal

•Breast Cancer Survivors
1041 Sterling Road, Suite 202

Herndon, VA 20170

Visit Our Website or Call for a Brochure

www.healthadvantageyoga.com

Call: 703-435-1571

Fax:   703-435-1572

Director,
Susan Van Nuys
in Side Angle Pose

STERLING APPLIANCE
Financing for GE Appliances for qualified applicants. Sterling Appliance Service Contracts, Sales, Service & Parts Counter on all brands.

STERLING
Rte. 7 & Dranesville Rd.• Giant/McDonald’s Shop. Ctr.

 703-450-5453

LEESBURG
Battlefield Shopping Center

703-771-4688

Serving Loudoun & Neighboring Counties for over 30 Years.

We sell Replacement
Water Filters.

Savings Are In The
Forecast

FALL SAVINGSFALL SAVINGS

$249

$399

$19995

GSH25JFT

WINTER SAVINGS

GSD2400N

$54900 $99995 $34995 $34995

JBP23DNWW

JVM15400M
PFSS5NJW

GE ProfileTM Energy Save®

Refrigerator w/ External
Dispenser

WDSR21205

By Mirza Kurspahic

The Connection

W
hile the nation is
gripped by news
reports about lev
els of points and

percentages of New York-based
stock markets, people in Reston
Town Center continue to spend
money in the area’s restaurants.
Since the completion of the South
of Market development in the sum-
mer, new dining establishments
have come online with more slated
to open soon.

“Success breeds success,” Penny
Pompei, most resent president of
the Greater Reston Chamber of
Commerce, said. “Reston Town
Center is an extremely vibrant
downtown urban area,” she said of
the reason why companies continue
to open new locations in Reston
Town Center in spite of an economic
downturn. Besides, she said, histori-
cally more businesses are started at
a time of an economic downturn
than at a time of prosperity.

Businesses are getting good deals
on space and suffer through the

Canteen, a breakfast, lunch and
brunch specialty establishment.
While Mon Ami Gabi’s location is the
store’s fifth in the nation, the Com-
munity Canteen is a brand new con-
cept for LEYE, according Gebhart.
“It’s kind of like a little market,” she
said of the new concept.

Gebhart said LEYE was attracted
to Reston Town Center, not only
because of the success Big Bowl en-
joys in the area, but also because
Mon Ami Gabi and the Community
Canteen present new concepts to
the area. She said Reston Town Cen-
ter is an affluent area that did not
have a classic French bistro or a
catering service that includes wine
and beer, which the Community
Canteen provides. Being in Town
Center, said Gebhart, is “a win-win
for the community and for us. They
definitely were craving something
like Mon Ami Gabi and especially
the Community Canteen.”

A restaurant slated for opening
across a pedestrian plaza from
LEYE’s two locations is The
Counter, which will offer custom-
made hamburgers to its customers.
Brian Berman, the director of mar-
keting for the California-based The
Counter, said the demographics of
Reston Town Center fit perfect with
the customer base the restaurant
serves. “We looked at the demo-
graphics and we knew this is the
place for us,” Berman said. He said

the Reston Town Center customers
would appreciate The Counter’s
burgers made in-house and from
fresh ingredients.

The Counter was initially slated
to open in November, but the
company’s Web site states the
opening for the Reston Town Cen-
ter location to be in January 2009.
Berman said the current state of
the economy did not dissuade ex-
ecutives from opening new loca-
tions for the franchise. “People may
cut down on vacation or white
tablecloth dining, but they are still
going to reward themselves with
that burger,” Berman said.

“It really supports the belief that
Reston Town Center is a dynamic
place that is still growing,” Pompei
said of the current and slated res-
taurant openings in the area. She
added that the new development
in Reston Town Center is not the
only part of the urban center that
is attracting new restaurant loca-
tions. New retail stores have
emerged on the ground floors of
new and existing buildings. “It’s
not anywhere close to being done
growing,” Pompei said of Reston
Town Center.

New dining establishments adorn
Reston Town Center despite
economic downturn.

Town Center Attracts New Restaurants

pains of starting up together with
the economy. “So when the
economy picks up, you are ready
to roll,” Pompei said. As for the first
impressions from the new restau-
rants she has visited at Reston
Town Center, Pompei said, “I’m so
impressed.”

MORE THAN providing dining
options to consumers in Reston
Town Center, Pompei said the new
restaurants are helping create the
feel for a true mixed-use area. “Bob
Simon’s vision of a live, work, play
environment has finally come to
fruition in Reston Town Center,”
Pompei said.

“We just love the whole idea of
live, work, play and serve in Reston,”
Nicole Gebhart, the director of pub-
lic relations for the Mon Ami Gabi
division of the Chicago-based Let-
tuce Entertain You Enterprises
(LEYE) Inc., the same company that
owns the Big Bowl brand, said. Two
restaurants under LEYE’s purview
have opened in Reston Town Cen-
ter late this summer and early this
fall, Mon Ami Gabi, a French
steakhouse, and the Community

THE GREAT AMERICAN Restau-
rants (GAR) franchise has also
opened a new concept in Reston
Town Center. Named after the late
longtime GAR corporate chef Bill
Jackson, Jackson’s Mighty Fine Food
& Lucky Lounge has proved a hit
both because of its menu and the
two bars, including an outdoor one
on a heated patio. Another estab-
lishment hoping to make a splash
in the Reston Town Center area is
Pitango Gelato, slated to open in a
space next to The Counter.

Customers enjoy Mon Ami Gabi’s outdoor patio in early
October.

Jackson’s Mighty Fine Foods
& Lucky Lounge opened in
Reston Town Center in late
September.

PassionFish restaurant in
Reston Town Center opened
in October.

“We just love the whole idea of live, work,
play and serve in Reston”

–Nicole Gebhart, director of public relations for the Mon Ami
Gabi

Already Open …
MON AMI GABI
http://www.monamigabi.com/reston
703-707-0233, 11950 Democracy

Drive
Division of: Lettuce Entertain You

Enterprises Inc.
Offers: French steakhouse

COMMUNITY CANTEEN
http://www.leye.com/restaurants/

directory/community-canteen
703-707-9442, 11950 Democracy

Drive
Division of: Lettuce Entertain You

Enterprises Inc.
Offers: Breakfast, lunch and brunch

specialties including pastries,
sandwiches, soups and salads and

a takeout menu with possible
catering

JACKSON’S MIGHTY

FINE FOOD & LUCKY LOUNGE
http://

www.greatamericanrestaurants.com/
jacksons

703-437-0800, 11927 Democracy
Drive

Division of: Great American
Restaurants

Offers: Traditional American menu

PASSIONFISH
http://www.passionfishreston.com
703-230-3474, 11960 Democracy

Drive
Division of: Passion Food Hospitality
Offers: Seafood
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1133 Reston Avenue, Herndon, VA 20170
Phone: 703-437-5020

www.gslcva.org

5:00 PM - Christmas Eve devotional service for families with young children
7:30 PM - Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion
10:00 PM - Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion and candle light
(Pre-service music begins at 9:45PM)

Christmas Eve Worship Services

To add your Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call 703-821-5050

OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS
Will Return after the Holidays

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Highlight your Faith Community
Call Winslow at

703-917-6473

8:00 a.m Holy Communion
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion

(Children’s Chapel & Nursery Provided)
5:00 p.m. Contemporary Service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

Meeting at the Reston Community Center
1609-A Washington Plaza

Lake Anne Village Ctr., Reston, VA
703-758-0527

capucc21@gmail.com

Sundays 3:00 PM
 “A Progressive Community of Believers

Seeking to serve the inclusive Christ”
Ministry Team

Reverend Graylan Scott Hagler
Reverend Noemi Parrilla-Mena
Minister Mary Barrino-Smith

Community of ALL People
United Church of Christ

bb

bb

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH- Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

From Page 9

here in 2005. I keep trying, but
I simply cannot reconcile myself
to the loss of all those trees.

I was one who did try to be in-
formed prior to the work com-
mencing. I was participating in a
5K walk sponsored by the Nature
Center in the spring of 2007. I
walked much of the route through
the Glade Valley with a man and
his two dogs. I discovered later
that man was Mike Roland, presi-
dent of WSSI. He told me he was
part of the stream restoration
group and suggested I look at the
Web site. I did and was not
alarmed by what I saw. It looked
more Disney than the Texas
Chainsaw Massacre it has become.
Had the full import of the project

been evident you can bet both Rick
and I would have been protesting
long before this.

I do wonder if RA is at all sur-
prised at the number of trees re-
moved. No matter, they are so busy
defending the decision making
process that they are not stepping
back and looking at the devasta-
tion. Their CYA attitude, and in-
sistence that they have been trans-
parent, is getting in the way of an
honest appraisal of the results.
Someone up there should have
been an advocate for a different
viewpoint, even if they agreed
with the proposal. Shame on them
if they knew and did not disclose
that information adequately to
residents.

Recent articles and editorials in
The Reston Connection still sug-

Letters

arcoat the impact of the stream
restoration. I do not like the way
they have characterized those of
us who are sincerely unhappy with
the project, though, frankly, I am
comfortable with the NIMBY label.
Remember, only about a mile and
a half of the 14-mile project has
been completed.

I have been talking to people on
my daily walks and trying to in-
form them of what is about to hap-
pen. Most are unaware of the im-
pact the project is going to have
on their lives. Many have ex-
pressed an interest in becoming
more involved. Let’s hope they do
so before it is too late. It is their
“backyard” next.

Cynthia Smethers
Reston

Faith Notes are for announcements and
events in the faith community, including
special holiday services. Send to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-917-6437. Deadline is Thursday.

Adult Sunday school will be held
every Sunday, at 9:30 a.m., at the
Washington Plaza Baptist Church at
Lake Anne Village Center. The group is
studying the Gospel of Mark. Services
follow every Sunday at 11 a.m.

Congregation Beth Emeth
Hazak Chapter, 12523 Lawyers Road,

Herndon, hosts prominent speakers and
entertainers on the third Tuesday of
each month, at 1 p.m. Free light re-
freshments are served. Call
703-860-4515, Ext. 127. The guest list
is as follows:

Jan. 27: Rabbi Leonard Cahan, Jew-
ish Marriage Customs

Feb. 17: Rabbi David Kalendar, The
Jews of Uganda

March 17: Dr. Louis Blumen, Jew-
ish Medieval Medicine

April 21: Steven Gross, The Holo-
caust in Hungary

May 19: Speaker from Embassy of

Israel
June 16: Year-end Luncheon

Every Wednesday, at 12:15 p.m.,
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church,
432 Van Buren St., Herndon, offers a
lunch-time Healing and Holy Commun-
ion service. This half-hour service is
offered to all and allows people an op-
portunity to worship during the work
week when they may be away from their
regular church. All baptized Christians
are welcome to receive the Sacrament
and all who have not been baptized may
receive a blessing at the Altar rail. Call
the church Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-3
p.m., at 703-437-3790 or visit
www.saint-timothys.org.

Knitters needed the first and third
Wednesdays of the month, at 7 p.m.,
at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church,
432 Van Buren St., Herndon. The
church’s Shawl Ministry is offering free
knitting instruction while providing
shawls, blankets and other knitted items
for people in need. No cost and yarn can
be provided. E-mail shawl@saint-
timothys.org or visit the Pastoral Care
page at www.saint-timothys.org.

Nondenominational Christian
businessmen meet for prayer, Biblical
discussion and fellowship every Fri-
day, at 7 a.m., at Anita’s, 1051 Elden
St., Herndon and every Thursday at
noon at 555 Grove St., Suite 200,
Herndon. Call 703-795-1257.

The Dranesville Church of the
Brethren , 11500 Leesburg Pike,
Herndon, is gathering to remember
the Battle of Dranesville and to pray
for peace Sunday, Dec. 21, at 7 p.m.
The service begins with a candle lit for
each man killed in the battle.  As each
name is read, one candle is extinguished
to symbolize the terrible human cost of
war. Contact John Waggoner at
jwaggone@usatoday.com or 703-854-
3490 (W) or 703-216-7036 (cell).

Cedar Run Community Church,
13560 McLearen Road, Oak Hill, will
hold their Family Candlelight Christmas
Eve Service Wednesday, Dec. 24 at
5:30 p.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, 1133 Reston Ave., Herndon,
will hold a Devotional Service for fami-
lies with young children at 5 p.m.,
Service of Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m.
and a Candlelight Service with Holy
Communion at 10 p.m. on Wednesday,
Dec. 24. Call 703-437-5020.

Faith Notes
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11960 Democracy Drive Reston, VA 20190
(Corner of Democracy Drive and Explorer Street)

Lunch for $20.08

703.230.FISH (3474)

What a Great Catch…
at Reston Town Center!
Newly Opened PassionFish
by Chef Jeff Tunks is Celebrating
All Month the Last Days of 2008!

Begin with Soup or the Community or Caesar Salad,
then Go Fish…Choose Any Main Course

Monday through Friday
11:30 am-2:30 pm

least Fairfax County invests
money into it. “It’s a good idea,”
he said about the indoor facility,
“but let them pay for it.”

Marie Huhtala, another RCA di-
rector, discouraged the possibility
to look at a user-fee system to pay
for the construction of the facility.
“Let’s not explore further fees to
people in Reston,” said Huhtala,
adding that they already pay RA
dues, RCC fees and property taxes.

Butler’s presentation to the RCA
board included information from a

market and feasibility study for the
construction of the facility. The con-
sultants, Brailsford and Dunlavey,
examined what uses, other than
indoor tennis courts, could also be
included in the facility. Possibilities
include weight lifting and indoor
track. Butler said he has not seen
any recommendations from the
consultants regarding the indoor
facility, but he expects to see them
in two to three weeks. He said the
consultants’ work is slated to be
over by the end of the year or early
in January.

From Page 5

Indoor Facility Discussed

What appears to be a white-tailed deer with an unusual
piebald pattern has been frequenting a neighborhood off
Glade Drive in Reston. A neighbor sent in this picture.

Piebald Deer Spotted
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• 100% Red Oak
• Measured Cord
• Delivered & Dumped

$170
Stacking Available

MBS Site Services, L.L.C.

FIREWOOD SALE

703-850-3295

Send announcements to reston@
connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-
917-6437. Deadline is Thursday for the
following week’s paper. Photos/artwork
encouraged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

THURSDAY/DEC. 18
Community Performances. The Fox

Mill Elementary Treble Choir will
perform, at 7 p.m., in the Reston
Town Center.

TUESDAY/DEC. 23
Blood Drive. Inova Blood Drive, from

12-7:30 p.m., beside the Reston
Town Center Pavilion, 11900 Market
St. Schedule appointments at 1-866-
256-6372 or inova.org/donateblood.

Calendar

JunkFood will celebrate the release of their third full-
length album “Mighty” with a concert at Ned Devine’s,
2465 Centreville Road, Herndon, Saturday, Dec. 20, 10 p.m.

The Elden Street
Players Theater for
Young Audiences’
holiday production
of “Anne of Green
Gables” plays
Friday, Dec. 19 at
7:30 p.m.; Saturday,
Dec. 20 at 2:30 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m.;
Sunday, Dec. 21 at
2:30 p.m. All perfor-
mances are at the
Industrial Strength
Theater, 269 Sunset
Park Drive,
Herndon. Tickets:
$10/adults; $7/ages 10 and under. Call 481-5930, option
3 or visit www.eldenstreetplayers.org to purchase tickets.

FRIDAY/DEC. 26
Day After Sale. Save 26 percent on all

in-store items and 50 percent off all
holiday items at the Dandelion Patch
in Reston Town Center. Call 703-
689-2240 or visit
thedandelionpatch.com.

SATURDAY/DEC. 27
Jazz. The Potomac Jazz Project plays

7:30-11:30 p.m. at the Ice House
Café, 760 Elden St., Herndon. Visit
www.potomacjazz.com.

Horse-drawn carriage rides,
Saturday, Dec. 20, at Reston Town
Center, from 12-4 p.m., to benefit local
charities.

Caroling Dinner. The annual VOCE
Caroling Dinner will be held at Jasmine
Café in Lake Anne Village Center, 1609
Washington Plaza, Reston, Dec. 17, 7
p.m. Call 703-471-9114.

ONGOING EVENTS
Holiday Book Drive.

Barnes & Noble, Spectrum
Center, 1851 Fountain Drive,
Reston, is supporting The
Embry Rucker Community
Shelter with a display and
suggestions for those wanting to
make a purchase and add to the
boxes of gifts. The shelter asks
that all gifts be new and
unwrapped to make it easier for
them to match the gift and
recipient.

Holiday Performances.
Community groups will present
music and dance performances
at Fountain Square, Reston
Town Center. Schedule on
www.restontowncenter.com.

The Bargain Loft Holiday
Shop, 336 Victory Drive,
Herndon, is open for business
through Dec. 24. Store open
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Fridays, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.;
Thursdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. All
proceeds go to Herndon-Reston
FISH Inc. to help people with
emergency needs. Visit
www.herndonrestonfish.org.

Visit Santa. Visit Santa and
take photos with him next to
M&S Grill on Democracy Street
at the Reston Town Center,
through 24, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Holiday Events

See Holiday,  Page 17
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648 Elden Street • Herndon, VA

703-471-1156

We’re Celebrating

Our 34th

Anniversary and
You’re Invited.
As we celebrate our 34th

Anniversary, we wish to thank you
for your patronage and your
suggestions over the years.
These have allowed us to

 grow and improve.

And—WE’RE GRATEFUL!
We are renewing our dedication to
maintaining our authentic home-

made quality, friendly service
 and good value for your money.
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Clip & save these valuable coupons:

10% OFF
CHECK

BUY ONE ENTREE
AND RECEIVE

SECOND
(of equal or lesser value)
FOR 1/2 PRICE

Sorry—not accepted
with other offers or

Take Out Taxi orders
Exp. 01/17/09 C

Sorry—not accepted
with other offers or

Take Out Taxi orders
Exp. 01/17/09 C

www.TheTortillaFactory.com

Lake Anne Nursery Kindergarten

Discover the LANK Advantage

LANK is dedicated to providing top
quality Preschool, Pre-K, and Full Day
Kindergarten education in a caring and

stimulating environment.

12021 North Shore Drive,
Reston

703.437.0035
www.lankschool.com

9th– 9:30 am & 1:30 pm
10th– 10 am* to 12 noon
12th– 9:30 am & 1:30 pm
14th– 9:30 am & 1:30 pm
22nd– 9:30 am & 1:30 pm
29th– 9:30 am & 1:30 pm

OPEN HOUSE
Call Ahead to Schedule

January

Kindergarten Information Session
January 16th – 10 AM

The Lake Anne Elementary First
Lego League team, The Sea Monsters,
won first place in robot perfor-
mance at the state championship
tournament held at James Madison Uni-
versity. Team members: Steven
Anderson, Andrew Barrett, Ryan Barrett,
Patrick Keefer, Joshua Kobayashi, Julia
Morgan, Mia Rickenbach, Natalie
Schauer, Amaani Sirajuddin, and
Brentan Walter.  The team is coached by
Wally Walter, John Barrett, Kim Schauer,
and Siraj Sirajuddin.

The League of Reston Artists
(LRA) announced the opening of their
2009 scholarship program. The scholar-
ships are open to aspiring artists who
are seniors at any Fairfax County high
school. Applicants must be an art/pho-
tography student at his/her high school
and must have applied to, or been ac-
cepted at, an art school or program at a
college or university, for the summer or
fall 2009 term. Completed applications
must be received by the LRA at P.O. Box
2513, Reston, VA 20195-2513 by Feb.
28. Visit www.leagueofrestonartists.org
for details.

Students at Reston Day School baked 100 pies to raise
money to help the planet at their “Pies for the Planet”
event.

Schools

A Holiday Mixer presented by the
Dulles Regional Chamber of Commerce
will be held Thursday, Dec. 18, 5:30-
7:30 p.m. at the Crowne Plaza Hotel,
2200 Centreville Road, Herndon.  $15/
members; $20/non-members; $10/per-
son for member parties of five or more.
Reservations can be made at
www.dullesregionalchamber.org/events.

Breakfast with Santa. Have break-

fast with Santa at McCormick and
Schmick’s in Reston Town Center, Dec.
20-21, from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Tickets:
$22/adults, $6.95 children, includes
breakfast buffet and photo with Santa.
Call 703-481-6600 for reservations.

Christmas Eve Supper. Enjoy a
Christmas Eve supper, Dec. 24, with
live guitar music at Jasmine Café in
Lake Anne Village Center, 1609 Wash-
ington Plaza, Reston. Call
703-471-9114.

From Page 16

Holiday Events

New Year’s Evening Celebra-
tion. Enjoy festive French fare, party
favors and a champagne toast at Mon
Ami Gabi in Reston Town Center, Dec.
31, from 5-10 p.m. Call 703-707-0233
or visit www.monamigabi.com/reston
for reservations.

New Year’s Eve Special. Enjoy a
New Year’s celebration, Dec. 31, with
live music at Jasmine Café at Lake Anne
Village Center, 1609 Washington Plaza,
Reston. Call 703-471-9114.

Jasmine Café, 1633A Wash-
ington Plaza, Reston, is celebrating
its 20th anniversary by giving
customers gift certificates for prizes
including appetizers and compli-
mentary dinners through the end
of the year. The café is open daily
for lunch, 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m. and
dinner, 5-10 p.m. Call 703-471-
9114 or visit www.jasminecafe.com
for reservations.

Special events at the café
include: Wednesday, Dec. 17,
annual VOCE Caroling dinner, 7
p.m.; Wednesday, Dec. 24,
Christmas supper, 7 p.m., and
Wednesday, Dec. 31, New Year’s
Eve Special, 7 p.m.

Jimmy’s Old Town Tavern, 697
Spring St., Herndon, is hosting a
Holiday Party Thursday, Dec.18, 7
p.m.-2 a.m. There will be Craps, Poker
and Blackjack for charity, photos with
Santa, a DJ and dancing. Spend casino
winnings on a variety of prizes or buy
or bid on “Big Ticket” items, including
Wizards and Caps tickets and a signed
copy of Bobby Orr’s “The Dive” photo.
Casino proceeds will benefit Operation
Homefront.

Jimmy’s Old Town Tavern, 697
Spring St., Herndon, is hosting their
12th annual “Christmas Party for
Kids” Saturday, Dec. 20, 12:30-3:30
p.m. There will be souvenir photos,
coloring, crafts, dance party, Christ-

mas carol singing and choice of
Kids’ Meals and beverages. $11.95/
child; reservations encouraged.
Call 703-435-JIMS.

Vinifera Wine Bar & Bistro,
11750 Sunrise Valley Drive, hosts
the upscale “Unwind Hour” every
weekday evening from 5–7 p.m.
Guests can enjoy a glass or bottle
from the restaurant’s extensive
wine selection and a sampling of
Executive Chef Seth Eldridge’s
complimentary tapas. Each week,
Vinifera will feature three highly
rated wines for special “tasting” at
bargain prices. Visit
www.viniferabistro.com or call
703-234-3550.

Food & Drink
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See Little Diversity,  Page 19

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

W
hen he is sworn in on Jan.
20, President-elect Barack
Obama will be the first Af-
rican American to hold that

office. He will also boost the number of
people of color who represent Fairfax
County by 25 percent.

Only four of Fairfax County’s 80 current
elected representatives, from United States
President to Northern Virginia Soil and
Water board members, are not white. None
are Hispanic or Latino.

According to the 2006 U.S. Census, about
40 percent of Fairfax County defines itself
as members of racial or ethnic minority
groups.

Fairfax County Public Schools is a “ma-
jority minority” system, with white students
making up just 48 percent of the total stu-
dent population in 2008.

YET FAIRFAX COUNTY’S representatives
hardly reflect the county’s multi-ethnic and
multi-racial make up. While nearly one-
third of the county is not white, 95 percent
of its elected officials are.

Until Obama takes office, none of Fairfax
County’s elected official at the federal level
is a member of a minority group. Every per-
son that represents Fairfax County in the
state government, including the Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, six
state Senators and 16 members House of
Delegates members, is white.

At the local government level, Supervi-
sor Cathy Hudgins (D-Hunter Mill), who is
African American, is the only person of 10
sitting on the county board that is not white.
Elected in 2003, Hudgins is the first Afri-
can American and non-white person elected
to the Board of Supervisors.

Ilryong Moon, Korean American, and Tina
Hone, who is biracial,
are both at-large mem-
bers on the 12-member
Fairfax County School
Board.

George Lovelace, who
is African American, sits
on the Vienna’s town
council. He is the only
non-white elected repre-
sentative out of 20 in the
county’s three town gov-
ernments of Vienna,
Herndon and Clifton.

“The richness of
Fairfax County is its di-
versity and, when you
look across the room,
you don’t see that diversity across the lead-
ership,” said Hudgins.

From 2004 to 2007, just three of the 80
people holding public office in Fairfax
County – 3.75 percent overall – were not
white.

“It is one of the reasons I ran,” said Hone
about the lack of racial and ethnic diversity
among Fairfax County’s political leadership.

“I know fully that one does not have to be a
minority to understand and be passionate
about issues that affect minorities. … [But]
I am someone who actually believes a gov-
ernment should reflect the diversity of the
electorate.”

“Especially for something like the school
board, it is important to have various points
of view represented on the board,” said Bob

Frye, an African Ameri-
can elected to Fairfax
school board in 1995.
“Having people from di-
verse backgrounds and
occupations helped.”

Elected officials also
run the risk of leaving
minority communities
isolated or disenfran-
chised when the political
leadership fails to reflect
the electorate.

“Such imbalance does
not help garnering sup-
port and buy-in from the
under represented com-
munities for policies set

by the political leaders,” said Moon. “Such
imbalances also miss opportunities to tap
resources and talents that minority candi-
dates and communities can provide.”

THERE ARE different theories as to why
Fairfax  County’s political leadership does
not reflect the county’s population.

Some say Fairfax County’s minority com-

munities have grown fairly recently and are
still trying to grow roots establish them-
selves.

According to the U.S. Census, Fairfax was
81.3 percent white in 1990. By 2006, the
county population was 67.9 percent white.
“When you compare
[Northern] Virginia to
the rest of the United
States, our communities
are still very young,” said
Isis Castro, a former
county school board
member.

MANY OF the new resi-
dents who make up
Fairfax’s fastest growing
minority communities,
Asian and Hispanic, are
also immigrants. About
27 percent of Fairfax resi-
dents are foreign born
and 32 percent speak a language other than
English in their homes, according to 2006
census data.

The language barrier can make it very dif-
ficult for minority communities to get in-
volved in politics and could also explain
why certain groups have lagged in repre-
sentation. “If you come here, you have to
learn the language first, become successful
and get involved in your community before
you can move on to politics. That can take
time,” said Castro, who was a refugee from
Cuba, moving to Florida as a child.

New immigrants may also have a hard
time understanding the political process in
the United States or have had negative ex-
periences with government officials in their
home country.

“Many minority communities have not
been in Fairfax long enough to learn and
become comfortable with the American
political process. Some communities have
also traditionally shunned politics due to
their own cultural and historical experi-
ences,” said Moon, who moved to North-
ern Virginia from Korea in high school.

“In addition to candidate recruiting, more
education on our political process needs to
be provided to communities,” he said.

MANY CANDIDATES don’t believe people
of color really need “majority minority” dis-
tricts to get elected in Fairfax County. Ev-
ery minority elected official in Fairfax
County was chosen by a majority white elec-

torate. County voters
seem willing to look past
race when voting.

When Ernestine
Heastie was elected
Providence’s representa-
tive on the school board
in 1995, the district had
one of the smallest Afri-
can American popula-
tions, just 5.2 percent, of
any in the county. Accord-
ing to 2006 census data,
the Hunter Mill district,
which Hudgins repre-
sents, is just 6.2 percent
African American and

nearly 70 percent white.
“I think if a person of color runs for office

in Northern Virginia, I think they are cho-
sen based on what they bring to the table,”
said Lovelace, the Vienna Town
Councilmember. “I am not naive enough to
think that color doesn’t matter but a per-
son of color would get a fair look in North-
ern Virginia.”

FAIRFAX COUNTY has a deficit of minor-
ity elected officials not because people of

White Out While nearly one-third of the county is not
white, 95 percent of its elected officials are.

When Barack Obama, shown here at Robinson Secondary School in
Fairfax in July, takes office as President, he will increase the current
minority representation of Fairfax County by 25 percent.

Fairfax Minority
Elected Officials:
George Lovelace: Town of Vienna Council

(1982-1996, 2003- present); House of Delegates
(1997-1999)

Bob Frye: Fairfax County School Board, At-large
(1996-2003)

Ernestine Heastie: Fairfax County School Board,
Providence District (1996-2003)

Ilryong Moon: Fairfax County School Board,
Braddock District (1996-1999); Fairfax County
School Board, At-large (2004-present)

Isis Castro: Fairfax County School Board, Mount
Vernon District (2000-2003)

Rita Thompson: Fairfax County School Board,
At-large (2000-2003)

Cathy Hudgins: Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors, Hunter Mill (2004-present)

Tina Hone: Fairfax County School Board, At-large
(2008-present)

Barack Obama: United States President (takes
office 2009)

“I am not naive
enough to think
that color doesn’t
matter but a person
of color would get a
fair look in
Northern Virginia.”

— George Lovelace,
Vienna Town Council

“The richness of
Fairfax County is its
diversity and, when
you look across the
room, you don’t see
that diversity across
the leadership.”

— Cathy Hudgins,
Board of Supervisors

Tina Hone Ilryong Moon Cathy Hudgins George Lovelace

More at www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Fairfax County Government 
Employees By Race/Ethnicity
The Asian and Hispanic communities – Fairfax County’s two largest  
minority groups -- are underrepresented in the Fairfax County government. 
The following information is provided by  
the U.S. Census and Fairfax County goverment.

White 
(Non-Hispanic)

Asian Hispanic Black

Overall Population

County Employees

County Senior Management

Fairfax County Public Schools 
Employees by Race/Ethnicity 
Fairfax Count Public Schools is a majority minority system, where  
white students make up less than half of the school population. But Fairfax  
County’s teaching core and administrators are still overwhelmingly white. 

Student Population

Teachers

School administrators

Nonschool administrators

From Page 18

color can’t get elected but because of a defi-
cit of minority candidates.

“There have not been enough minority
candidates running for public office,” said
Moon. “The political parties need to do a
much better job of reaching out to minor-
ity communities to recruit, encourage,
groom and train more minority candidates.”

Mexican American and Republican activ-
ist Laura Varamirez Drain agreed with
Moon. The Reston resident was focused on
national politics this past fall as national
co-chair of Latinas for McCain and Virginia’s
only Hispanic delegate to the Republican
National Convention in early September.
But she says she will direct more of her at-
tention to local politics now. “Fairfax is a
very diverse community and we are not well
represented. I think we have to do a better
job of running for positions,” said Drain.

SCOTT SUROVELL hopes to increase mi-
nority participation in the Fairfax County
Democratic Committee as the organization’s
current president.

“I think candidates will come from that,”
he said. The local Democrats are trying to
have more of a presence at ethnic commu-
nity events and fairs. Surovell said party of-
ficials are also reaching out more to the eth-
nic media.

The party’s information piece for public
schools’ Back–to-School Night was printed
in four different languages this year. Fairfax
County Democrats are also working toward
offering their “sample ballots” in several lan-
guages.

Surovell added that
the amount of money
and time it takes to run
for office is also a bar-
rier. “A lot of people
simply can’t afford to
make the jump [to
elected office],” he
said.

MOST  of Fairfax
County’s minority
elected officials have
been affiliated with the
Democratic Party,
though Rita Thompson,
a former school board
member, was a Repub-
lican. The Republican
Party also ran Vellie Dietrich Hall, a Filipino
American, unsuccessfully for Mason District
supervisor in 2007.

“In my opinion, we have a very diverse
Republican Party. We have a lot of people
participating from very different back-
grounds. Our party vice chair is Korean and
the head of the Mason District Republican
Committee is African American. … But all
that hasn’t translated into candidates and
candidates getting elected,” said Jim
Hyland, recent head of the Fairfax County
Republican Party.

The local Republicans have a hard time
recruiting candidates, whether they are

from a minority community or not, he said.
“It is getting harder and harder to get

people to run for office. It is has gotten more
expensive and time consuming so people
are less inclined to do it. You essentially
have to be wealthy or in a situation where
you don’t have to work,” said Hyland.
“There are lots of good people I would love
to run for office and they say they like be-
ing active in the party but they are not sure
they want to quit their job, raise money and
get pummeled by the press,” he added.

Several people who currently hold and
previously held elected office agreed the

running for election is
an intimidating task.

“It appears to be an
awesome venture to do
something like that.
The person either has to
have the resources or
the ability to raise the
resources,” said Frye.

For minority candi-
dates, role models and
mentors are also few
and far between.

“That fact that there
are not many minority
elected officials itself is
not encouraging to any
minority who may be
considering a run,” said

Moon.
Time and money are major reasons that

minorities in particular do not run for of-
fice, according to several current and former
minority representatives.

“Being on the school board pays $12,000
per year and it is a matter of people who
can do it. In my case, I was retired so I knew
I would have a pension coming in,” said
Heastie, former school board member.

The average household income of Asian,
African American or Hispanic households
in Fairfax significantly lower than it is for
their white counterparts, indicating that
people from minority communities may

have less financial flexibility to run.
“For people who have kids it is just very

difficult to give up the time and the money,”
said Hone, current school board member.

She added that people of color are more
likely to have grown up poor or working
class and  giving up the luxury of free space
in their schedule or extra money can be par-
ticularly hard because they have never had
that flexibility before.

“It was hard to give up time and that ex-
tra financial security because I had never
had it growing up. If I have extra time and
extra money, do I give it to politics or my
family?” Hone said.

The local Democratic Party expects its
candidates to be active in the community
and local politics for years before they at-
tempt to run for office so energy and finan-
cial investment can be a long one that some
people can’t make.

Still, Hudgins, on the
Board of Supervisors, said
the way to cultivate and
encourage minority lead-
ers is to get them involved
in community and county
leadership.

As a supervisor, Hudgins
tries to make sure her ap-
pointments to commis-
sions, boards and authori-
ties include people from an
array of backgrounds.

“Most people in serving in elected office
in Fairfax County today have been involved
in some part of county government as citi-
zen activists,” said Hudgins.

HUDGINS also emphasized the importance
of having a diverse county workforce, par-
ticularly among the civil servant leadership.

Currently, about 65 percent of county em-
ployees, excluding those in the school sys-
tem, are white. Senior management in
county government, however, is 82 percent
white, 12 percent African American, two
percent Asian and four percent Hispanic.

Though students in Fairfax public schools
are only 48 percent white, 84 percent of its
teachers are white. About seven percent of
teachers are African American, three per-
cent are Hispanic and four percent are
Asian.

IN TERMS OF elected officials, Obama
could prove inspiration for other people
from minority communities who might
want to run for public office.

“The Obama cam-
paign did a lot to bring
people in that we have
not seen before. I am
hoping that it will have
a lasting impact,” said
Surovell of the local
Democrats.

Several of the people
of color who have been
elected to office said
they were inspired by
previous campaigns.

“I reflected on the success Doug Wilder
had running for Governor. I had been an
appointed school board member so I
thought I would try to run and I was suc-
cessful,” said Frye of his decision to become
a candidate for school board.

Hudgins said she and others were inspired
by Jesse Jackson’s run for the U.S. presi-
dency in 1984 and 1988. Jackson won the
Virginia Democratic primary in 1988.

“There was a ground swell, particularly
after ’88, of folks who started running for
office. When you are not seeing your face
in a leadership role, it takes a bit more ef-
fort to say ‘I can make that move,’” she said.

Little Diversity in County Leadership
Northern Virginia’s Minority Populations

This information is based on U.S. Census data for 2000 and 2006, depending on which
data is available for the locality. The numbers given are percentages.

Asian/
White Pacific Islander Hispanic Black

City of Alexandria 66.4 5.3 13 20.9
Arlington County 71 8.9 15.8 8.7
City of Fairfax 72.9 12.2 13.6 5.1
Fairfax County 67.9 15.8 12.9 9.5
Loudoun County 72 13.1 9.7 7.6
Virginia 70.5 4.8 6.2 19.6
United States 73.9 4.4 14.8 12.4

Fairfax County’s Minority Communities
by Magisterial District:
This information is given in percentages and based on data from the 2000 U.S. Census.

Asian/
White Pacific Islander Hispanic Black

Braddock 71.2 16.1 9 5.6
Dranesville 75.6 11.3 9.7 4.2
Hunter Mill 69.9 11.1 8.3 6.7
Lee 59.1 11.8 14.9 17.7
Mason 58.1 15.7 23.5 9.1
Mount Vernon 68 5.6 9.1 18.5
Providence 67.2 18 13.3 5.2
Springfield 77 12.6 6.1 5.3
Sully 74.7 13.9 6.6 6.1

“The political parties
need to do a much
better job of reaching
out to minority
communities to
recruit, encourage,
groom and train more
minority candidates.”

— Ilryong Moon,
Fairfax school board

“I am someone who
actually believes a
government should
reflect the diversity
of the electorate.”

— Martina Hone,
Fairfax school board

More at www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Sports

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

A
 near-capacity crowd of
local high-school bas
ketball fans were on
hand at the spacious

South Lakes High gymnasium last
Friday night to take in a girls-boys
doubleheader between local rivals
Herndon and host school South
Lakes.

It was South Lakes’ night as both
the Seahawk teams won the early
season contests. The South Lakes
girls, in the evening’s first contest,
overcame an early 21-point defi-
cit to defeat Herndon, 47-44.
Then, in the nightcap boys game,
South Lakes senior point guard
Travis Williams kept the Hornets
at bay with terrific outside shoot-
ing to lead the Seahawks to a 73-
68 victory.

Williams, South Lakes’ outstand-
ing 5-foot-10-inch point guard,
nailed five 3-pointers on way to a
game-high 21 points.

South Lakes trailed 39-36 early
in the third quarter before Will-
iams scored eight points during a
12-3 South Lakes tear that put the
Seahawks ahead to stay at 48-42.
Williams scored 11 points, includ-
ing three 3-pointers during the
decisive third quarter. Teammate
Brandon Price (15 points), a se-
nior guard, added 10 points in the
same quarter.

South Lakes (2-1), which
outscored the Hornets 23-11 in the
quarter, led 59-48 going into the
fourth. Herndon (3-2) did cut the
Seahawks’ lead to 66-62 on a
three-point shot by sophomore
guard Austin Hamilton (16 points)
from the left corner with two min-
utes, 35 seconds left in the fourth;
but South Lakes’ Ramin
Shaheedian answered with a pair
of free throws moments later and
Herndon never got within striking
distance again.

“They came out hard and we
came out hard,” Williams said of
the game. “We just kept our inten-
sity high. We’ve got a lot of team
chemistry and the guys trust each
other.”

Williams, who was red-hot

shooting the ball, loved the elec-
tric atmosphere throughout the
game.

“It was a rival game with the big
crowd and my shots were falling,”
he said. “We
talked about this
game all week.”

South Lakes
coach Darryl
Branch was
proud of his
team’s showing
in its first home
game of the win-
ter.

“It was big to
have a strong
showing and to
win,” Branch
said. “It was
good for the community. It was
pretty loud and good to see so
many South Lakes students to-
night.”

He marveled at Williams’ play.
“He’s tough,” Branch said. “Last

year, I thought he was the little
engine that could. He’s going to
have a very good senior year. He’s
a little guy, but he can play. He’s
one of the better guards in the re-

gion. Last year
he didn’t get as
much atten-
tion because
we had seniors
like [since-
g r a d u a t e d
team leaders]
Curtis Keys
and Thomas
Mayo.”

Herndon se-
nior Darian
lson led the
Hornets with
18 points, in-

cluding three treys.

IN THE GIRLS GAME earlier
in the evening, Herndon jumped
out to what appeared to be an in-
surmountable 22-1 lead less than

10 minutes into the game.
Herndon junior guard Phyllis Mar-
tin (15 points) scored 11 points
during the early game stretch.

South Lakes, which trailed 16-0
after one quarter, did not score its
first field goal of the game until
senior Olivia Neuman converted a
basket off a drive with 5:29 re-
maining in the second quarter to
get the Seahawks within 22-5.

From then on, South Lakes (5-
0) seemed to find a comfort level
and began playing better. By half-
time, the Seahawks still trailed 28-
11, but were playing with more
confidence.

South Lakes’ Kacey Liscomb
scored 10 points in the third quar-
ter to help South Lakes get within
37-30 going into the fourth. The
Seahawks’ charge continued and
they finally tied the game, 42-42,
on a three-point shot off the left
wing from senior guard Kelcyn
Manurs (13 points) with 2:08 re-
maining. Following a timeout,
Herndon regained the lead on a
layup by Jasmine Johnson (12
points), but Manurs answered
with another trey to give South
Lakes its first lead of the night at
45-44 with 58 seconds left. The
game’s only points thereafter came
on free throws by Manurs, who
scored 10 fourth-quarter points.

“Coach yelled at us at halftime,
we were doing so horrible,”
Manurs said.

Of the excitement of the second
half, Manurs said, “I was shaking,
I had the chills. It was wonderful.”

South Lakes coach Christy Win-
ters Scott expressed surprise that
her team, with six seniors, started
so poorly.

“I wanted them to work through
it and that’s what we did,” said the
coach.

At halftime, Winters Scott told
her team they were not playing
Seahawks’ basketball and ex-
pressed disappointment that they
were playing so poorly in front of
a lot of area youth players who
were in attendance.

But Winters Scott was thrilled
with her team’s second-half play.

“To get this win is sweet for our
six seniors,” she said.

Herndon coach Reggie Barnes
said his team played with patience
and defended well in the first half.
But the tide turned dramatically
thereafter.

“The bottom line is we’re young
and have got to learn how to close
out games,” Barnes said. “You can’t
take anything away from South
Lakes. We didn’t match their in-
tensity in the second half.”

Seahawks Sweep Herndon in Basketball
South Lakes girls
overcome 22-1
deficit. Williams,
meanwhile, leads
boys to victory.

Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

South Lakes senior guard Kelcyn Manurs helped the
Seahawk girls storm back to defeat Herndon with some
key 3-pointers.

“It was a rival game
with the big crowd
and my shots were
falling. We talked
about this game all
week.”

— South Lakes Point Guard
Travis Williams

The Thomas Jefferson
High  gymnastics’ team,
coached by Pete Novgrod, has
team members from through-
out the local area. The
Colonials opened the new
season with a first-place fin-
ish at their own six-team
meet held Dec. 6. Jefferson
won the team competition
with 136.7 points, finishing
ahead of second-place Edison
(121.925) and third-place
Fairfax (105.7). Rounding
out the field were fourth-
place Oakton (101.075),
fifth-place West Potomac
(69.8) and sixth-place T.C.
Williams (35.575).
Jefferson’s Ariel Coronel, an
Oakton resident, took part in
the competition.

The Langley High swim
and dive teams defeated
Jefferson in a recent season-
opening Liberty District com-
petition. The Saxon boys de-
feated the Colonials, 190-
125, and the Langley girls
also were victorious, 172-
143.

The Jefferson girls winning
200-freestyle relay team in-
cluded Leah Gonzalez
(McLean resident) and Jae
Sim (Reston).

McLean resident Kelsey
Rainey, a member of the
Jefferson team, was a top-
three finisher in both the
200- and 500-freestyle
events, while Sim was a place
finisher in both the 50- and
100-freestyle races. A North-
ern Region championship
qualifying times was
achieved by the Jefferson
boys medley relay team that
included Steven Howard
(Oakton).

At the recent Northern
Region Wrestling Classic
event, held at Fairfax High
School Dec. 5-6, Jefferson
wrestler Matt Becker
(Herndon resident) was a
third-place finisher in his re-
spective weight class, helping
the Colonials to finish eighth
overall at the 32-team event.

The Northern Virginia
U.S. Tennis Association
Super Duper (over 70) men’s
doubles tennis league is open
for registration for the season
scheduled to begin in March.
Play will be at the Regency
Sport and Health Club on Old
Meadow Road, McLean. For
further information, contact
league coordinator Edward
Bernier at
EdwardBernier@aol.com.

Sports Roundups
Reston Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-917-6439 or  richsand8@aol.com
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
EmploymentEmployment

Antonio’s New York Pizzeria
is Now Hiring

✩ Full time Drivers, 

✰ Insiders & Manager ✰
Call 703-858-9990 or 703-981-3393

AUTO REPAIR
Manager

Busy 3 Bay Shop
Min 5 years experience

Reston location
Competitive Pay & Benefits

Call Larry at 703-435-0445  x101

DENTAL ASSISTANT 
Part-time/ Full-time. We are a 

dynamic, state of the art, dental 
practice in Lansdowne, VA seeking a 
team player.  We will train the right 
person. Spanish speaking a plus. 

Please e-mail resume to:
lansdownedentalcare@yahoo.com

EARN PAID TIME OFF!
CNA’s/Companions/Live - Ins 

Needed immediately to  help with  daily 
meals, errands, chores, laundry, etc. 
Flexible schedules - work when you 
want.  Paid training, double time for hol-
idays.    PT/FT.   Call now 703-766-4019.

Entry Level Marketing Rep

$700-$900 weekly.  Growing Inc 500 
company offering opportunity for ad-
vancement and  fun work environment. 
No exp required, however, cust service 
exp preferred. Located in Fairfax walk-
ing distance from Courthouse. Positions 
filling rapidly.  Call Ashley now  to apply:

(703)383-0400

Experienced & Dynamic RN
If You Want to Become a Partner in the 

Business Expansion of a Home 
Health Care Agency in Fx Co

Call: 703-340-8570

Immediate openings for outgoing indi-
viduals to promote our products in stores.
Flexible hours. No phone work.  Part-time
and possible full-time positions.
Call 240-427-8981 or 800-379-8310 to learn more.

EOE  M/F/D/V.

Happy Holidays!
Physical Therapists,

Occupational Therapists,
Speech Therapists and RNs

Lighthouse Healthcare will now be serving
the communities of Reston, Herndon, Great

Falls, Vienna and Oakton.
Call 703-550-1400 or e-mail resume to

ejohnson@lhihome.com.
Don’t wait!  This is a great opportunity for

professionals to join a growing home health-
care agency that has a reputation for provid-

ing exceptional patient care and high
employee satisfaction.  We care as much

about you as we do our patients!

CNA’S/COMPANIONS
Become a Joy in a Senior’s Life
Immediate Positions Available

•Weekly Pay •Vacation Pay
•Merit Increases •Over time Pay

•Need Own Car
Call for interview

Old Dominion Home Care
10366-C Democracy Lane, Fairfax, VA 22030

703-273-0424

Apply NOW, begin after finals!
Customer sales/service, flex

schedules. All ages 18+, conditions
apply, all majors welcome.

703-359-7600

HOLIDAY HELP &
SEMESTER BREAK WORK
$17.00 Base-Appt.

M.C. Dean, Inc. is currently looking for talented
Communication Technicians for large infrastruc-

ture build outs in the MD, VA and DC area.

The Communication Technicians will be responsi-
ble for splicing, testing, terminating and trouble-
shooting copper cable; terminating and testing
fiber optics, grounding and bonding; reading plans
and specifications.

Requirements:

• High School Diploma
• 2-5 years of experience in the

communications industry;
• BICSI Installer certification is a plus.

Qualified candidates should submit their resume to
recruiting@mcdean.com or via fax to 703-463-2904.

SALES REP NEEDED
No Experience Needed

800-517-6989

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

0412-1

0316-1
Note: Due to space limitations, the crossword may not appear from

time to time. In that case, you may look on our Web site:
www.connectionnewspapers.com and click on the “Print Editions” button.

It should appear in a newspaper from a different Classifieds zone.

SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT!
Be the first person to fax in the correct crossword

puzzle answers, and we’ll put your name here! Fax the
completed puzzle, with your name, the puzzle number,

and the time and date of the fax, to the Crossword
Puzzle Desk, fax #703-917-0998.

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. Call John Lovaas,
703-917-6405 or email
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Public Notice – Environmental Permit

PURPOSE OF NOTICE: To seek public comment on a draft 
permit from the Department of Environmental Quality to limit air 
pollution emitted by a facility in Reston, Fairfax County, 
Virginia. 

Public comment period: December 18, 2008 to January 20th, 
2009

Permit name: State Operating Permit issued by DEQ, under 
the authority of the Air Pollution Control Board

APPLICANT Name, address and registration number: Verizon 
Business; 2400 North Glenville Drive, Richardson, Texas
75082; Registration Number: 73729.

Project description: Verizon Business has applied for a new 
permit to operate fuel burning equipment at Verizon Business 
located at 12369 East Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston, Virginia
20191. The permit would allow the source to operate one die-
sel fired engine-generator set.

HOW TO COMMENT AND/OR REQUEST A PUBLIC HEAR-
ING: DEQ accepts comments and requests for public hearing 
by e-mail, fax or postal mail. All comments and requests must 
be in writing and be received by DEQ during the comment peri-
od. Submittals must include the names, mailing addresses and 
telephone numbers of the commenter/requester and of all per-
sons represented by the commenter/requester. A request for 
public hearing must also include: 1) The reason why a public 
hearing is requested. 2) A brief, informal statement regarding 
the nature and extent of the interest of the requester or of 
those represented by the requestor, including how and to what 
extent such interest would be directly and adversely affected 
by the permit. 3) Specific references, where possible, to terms 
and conditions of the permit with suggested revisions. DEQ 
may hold a public hearing, including another comment period, 
if public response is significant and there are substantial, dis-
puted issues relevant to the permit. 

Contact for public comments, document requests and addition-
al information: Elizabeth Aiken; Northern Regional Office, 
13901 Crown Court, Woodbridge, VA 22193; Phone: 703-583-
3890; E-mail: ehaiken@deq.virginia.gov ; Fax: 703-583-3821.
The public may review the draft permit and application at the 
DEQ office named above.
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15 Getaways

Enjoy warm beach waters 
past Labor Day

Extend your beach season 
into the fall with soothing 
and warmer ocean waters 
at this Sunset Beach, NC 
vacation home. Furnished 3 
or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. 
Newly remodeled, bright 

and airy beach island home 
on a secluded area of the is-
land surrounded by views of 
the canal, marsh and ocean 
inlet. Sit on one of the newly 
built front porches (1 
screened) and capture a 
gorgeous sunrise with your 
morning coffee or unwind 
with friends in the evening 
on the back deck and experi-
ence stunning sunset views. 
Whether you're looking for 

an investment property with 
excellent rental history, a 
vacation home on a unique 
island, or a little bit of both, 
this is the house for you.

Sunset Beach, a small barri-
er reef island 2 1/2 miles 
long and 1/3 mile wide, is 
quiet and family oriented and 
only 30 minutes from Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. Call 
Carly or David at 336-282-
1870 for more details

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Asphalt, Concrete and Brick
Residential and Commercial

Resurfacing, Repair, Resealing
Sidewalks, steps, Patios
7AM – 11PM • 7 Days/wk

Check Out my website

Pete’s Driveways
www.PetesDriveways.com

Need to Fix Your
Driveway?

Call 703.582.2110

ASPHALT ASPHALT

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-803-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@yahoo.com

H O M E  R E M O D E L I N G

Call Steve Paris
(703) 830-5681 - 703-932-0270

KITCHENS, BATHS, TILE, TRIM, INT.
ALTERATIONS, all HOME REPAIRS!

Steve’s Remodeling
LIC. • INS. BONDED OWNER OPERATED

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • FREE ESTIMATES

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

ENGLISH-SPEAKING 
ONE-WOMAN 

HOUSECLEANING.
14 Years Experience. 

Honest, reliable, 
loves animals. 

Reasonable rates. 
703-855-3302

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

MULCH

OAK FIREWOOD
Full Cord

Guaranteed to Burn
or money back

Beware of truckloads
or racks

 703-327-4224
703-568-8014 cell

Curtis Neil

I believe the
future is only 

the past again,
entered through

another gate.
-Arthur Wing

Pinero
Great Papers • Great Readers

Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
Fax 703-917-0992

E-mail: classified
@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill
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Kalindi Vyas, 4, waits with other students of the Bharatha Mallika School
of Kuchipudi Dance at the Reston Community Center Sunday for the 7th
Annual Classic Indian Dance Festival also known as the Sri Siddhendra
Aradhana.

Students of the Bharatha Mallika School of Kuchipudi Dance perform a
traditional ritual before participating in the 7th Annual Classic Indian
Dance Festival also known as the Sri Siddhendra Aradhana.

Swetha Duvvapu,
dressed in tradi-
tional clothing, was
one of many stu-
dents of the
Bharatha Mallika
School of
Kuchipudi Dance to
perform in the Sri
Siddhendra
Aradhana 2008
Sunday in Reston.

Celebration of
Classic Indian
Dance

Photos by Robbie Hammer/The Connection
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Monday Noon

703-917-6400
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

EMERGENCY 
ROOF REPAIRS

�Gutters �Basement Waterproofing 
�Paint-Interior/Exterior

703-203-7483
Davis Contracting

Refs Avail            (VA Finest) Lic. Ins.

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

A&S LANDSCAPING
Fall Cleanup • Planting • Mulching •
Sodding • Patios • Decks • Retaining

Walls • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Need SOD?
Fall Harvesting Going on NOW!

Chantilly Turf Farms, Inc.
703-327-0908

www.chantillyturffarms.com
Don’t Delay – Call Us Today

for all of your sodding needs!

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

St. Joseph’s Roofing, Inc.
“For the discerning homeowner
   set on getting their roof right”

10% OFF tree removal service
Licensed, Bonded, Insured • Class A #020751A

FREE Estimates! 703-716-7663
1000’s of local references at WWW.SJROOF.COM

ROOFING ROOFING

PAINTING

www.Patriot Painting.net

Deep Winter
Discounts

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

Now! Complete
Print Editions

Online!
The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
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Reston / Herndon Office

“I work hard for my agents so they can work hard for you!”
To start or enhance a real estate career

call Anita Lasansky

1675 F Reston Parkway • Reston, VA
703-435-4900

150 Elden St. • Herndon, VA
703-904-3700

1700 Bracknell Dr. • Reston, VA
703-435-4900

Reston $475,000
Just Listed!

SF home w/2 car garage
under 500K in Reston!
3BR, 2.5BA’s. Great
condition, fresh paint,
new windows, doors,
newer roof, HVAC &
water heater. Updated

kit w/granite & SS appl. Two patios, light &
bright w/skylights. Close to pool, shopping ctr,
Toll Rd, METRO bus stop, & Reston Town Ctr.
Call Marnie 703-509-3107.

Reston $237,950
Move Right In!

Perfect 3BR, 1.5BA
split level contem-
porary on private
lot.  New carpet,
paint, plus

upgraded kitchen and BA.  TH price at
$237,950!  Call Judy 703-517-2464.

Reston $905,000
Spectacular!

Soaring ceilings,
creative angles, sky-
light, neutral deco-
rator finishes in
desirable N Reston.
1st floor master ste

w/luxury BA, 2 story great rm, open kit w/ctr island
& breakfast area. Huge fin w/o basement w/5th BR
& full BA. Peaceful setting w/fenced rear yd backing
trees. Must see! Call Marnie 703-509-3107

Culpeper $300,000
An Elegant Home
in the Country!

TWO decks, one off
the master BR, Jack
& Jill bathroom,
media rm, play rm,

study and so much more!. All on 3 acres!
New high school being built.
Call Deborah 703-864-1925

Sterling $245,000
Central Park at
Lowe’s Island!

2BR, 2BA condo in a
55+ active adult
community w/large
rooms, 1 car front
load garage, bal-

cony- all on one level! The simplified life style with
all the conveniences of a lovely home.
Call Deborah 703-864-1925

Reston $389,950
Great Goodman
Contemporary!

Walls of glass, hardwood
floors, a roof garden &
fresh paint await you at
this large 3 level, 3BR,
2.5BA home. Lots of
space & lots of
storage. Call Pat
703-407-3300

Pat Orend

Herndon $550,000
Hastings Hunt!

Freshly painted!
Brand New carpets!
Colonial style 4BR,
2.5BA, 3-lvl single
family home-spacious
rooms throughout.
Recently replaced

kitchen appliances.  Deck overlooking mature
trees, fully fenced backyard, and cul-de-sac
lot.  Easy access to shopping, schools, Dulles
Airport/Toll Rd. other commuter routes.
FX6915293.  Call Elizabeth 703-919-8456

Sterling $245,000
New Listing!

This is it! Active 55+
community. Gorgeous
3rd floor home, tons of
light, almost 1700 sf.
Huge BR’s plus sitting
rm, largest garage in
the bldg. Move-in con-

dition. Amenities inc: club house, pool, gym &
all that Cascades has to offer. Walk to grocery
& restaurants. Minutes from Reston Town Ctr
& hospital. Secure bldg in move-in condition!
Call Julie 703-587-3370

Reston  $899,000
Breathtaking!

5 BR former model
w/over 4700 fin SF.
Stunning 2 story
foyer, hdwds, gour
kit w/granite &
breakfast rm. Beaut

FR w/gas, sunlit library, MBR ste w/sitting
rm. Fab fin lower lvl walk-up w/rec rm, full
guest ste, exercise & game rm, spectacular
private lot. Call Missy 703-932-8484

Oakton $1,100,000
Executive Retreat!
Fabulous custom home has
over 6,000 s.f. of living space;
is sited on over two thirds of
an acre on Cul-de-Sac lot.
5BR, 4.5BA retreat boasts
exquisite features high-
lighted by four BR’s up; each
w/private BA.  Kitchen

showcases granite counters, Center Island cooktop, SS appli-
ances, Butler’s Pantry, and Chef’s Station. Hardwood flrs.
throughout main level.  Additional amenities include Dual
Staircases, Library w/FP and more. Multiple decks provide
panoramic views of acres of parkland and meandering
stream on the horizon. FX6921328. Call Ron 703-862-7535

Reston $249,900
Walk to Everything!
Light-filled corner
unit w/2 master BR/2
full BA. Newly
installed SS appli-
ances + gleaming
granite counters.

Updated windows, flooring. HVAC, light fixtures,
paint & more. Walk to shopping, rec facilities, com-
muter bus. Call Terry 703-861-0538

Herndon $228,000
Attention Bargain

Hunters!
Incredible opportunity to
own a sunny 2 floor unit
w/vaulted ceilings & dual
master BR’s, each w/walk-
in closet & separate full
BA. Walk to shopping,
pool, tennis, commuter
bus. Call Terry
703-861-0538

Leesburg
$2,500,000

One-of-a-Kind on a
35 Acres!

Stately brick colonial on
14.96 wooded acres w/4
fin lvls, 6BR, 5.5BA,
6FP in main house, +
1BR in carriage house.

Crestron automation, 10 ft ceilings, hdwds, heated
pool/spa, 2 decks, party patio w/built-in BBQ +
2nd full kit in lower lvl. Sale inc 20 ac fenced
equestrian lot next door. Call Terry for your
private showing. 703-861-0538

Lorton $1,299,500
Land Investment Opportunity!

Great Opportunity to develop private, gently rolling two-
parcel 9.0 – acre tract.  Site plan approved for six home
sites.  Minutes to shopping and I-95. Call Virgil Frizzell
703-585-1821 or Kate Dolby 703-919-7184

Herndon $2,000
Great Home,

Great Location!
Exquisite, well-
appointed 3BR,
2.5BA, two-level
home.  Gourmet kit.
(tile flr, granite
counters, and newer

appliances).  Dining and living rms with HWF.
MBR and large BR with twin closets and hard-
wood flrs.  Large, well-planted gardens; two fire-
places.  Call Virgil Frizzell 703-585-1821.
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