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Welcome
Dear Readers:
This week, the Burke Connec-

tion turns over its pages to the
youth and students of its commu-
nities.

We asked principals and teach-
ers from local schools to encour-
age students to contribute their
words, pictures and photos for our
annual Children’s Issue.

The response this year was tre-
mendous. As a result, we were
able to publish only a fraction of
the submitted stories, poems,
drawings, paintings, photographs
and other works of art in this is-
sue.

We will publish additional stu-
dent writings and artwork on spe-
cial pages periodically throughout
the new year. We appreciate the
extra effort made by school staff
to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the
holidays.

The Children’s Issue is only part
of our year-round commitment to
cover education and our local
schools. As always, The Connec-
tion welcomes letters to the edi-
tor, story ideas, calendar listings
and notices of local events from
our readers. Photos and other sub-
missions about special events at
schools are especially welcome.

Send information to: The Burke
Connection, 7913 Westpark Drive,
McLean, VA 22102, send e-mail
messages to
Burke@connectionnewspapers.com
or fax to 703-917-0991.
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Writing & Art

Ian Smith, Grade 6, Cherry
Run Elementary

Chilian Vu, Grade 6, Cherry
Run Elementary

Jane Pyo, Grade 5, Kings
Glen Elementary

Nicholas, Preschool,
Nativity Catholic

Christmas Morn-
ing

By Drew Morriss

Grade 4, Fairview

On a Christmas night your so
excited to open presents you can’t
go to sleep. You here the fire crack-
ling. You hear the wind blow. You
look outside and see a white snow
blanket. You sneak down stairs to
see how many presents are under
the tree you take a peak and what
do you see why it’s old Santa Claus
you see him putting a million
present like a mountain with your
name on it you tip-toe upstairs and
try to go to sleep but your so full
of joy you can’t go to sleep you
wonder what old Santa Claus left
under the that tree.

Help Your
Friends

By Martha Perez

Grade 4, Fairview

You can be good at something
do not let anyone tell you some-
thing that is not true be yourself
you can do it be strong and help
your friends.

Why I Like the
Patriots

By Will

Grade 4, Fairview

Why I like the Patriots. I like the
Patriots because number 1 I like
some of their players and there are
3 players I like Tom Brady, Wes
Welker and Randy Moss. Number
2 I like the Patriots because they
have a good coach named Bill
Belichiko. Number 3 I like the Pa-
triots and they have been to 5 Su-
per Bowls and won 3 Super Bowls
and they also have some players
in the NFL Hall of fame.

Jacob Dizon, Grade 6,
Cherry Run Elementary

The Feeling of
Christmas

By Kay And Jane

Grade 4, Fairview

Dingaling dingaling hear the
bells ringing,

Hear the carolers singing,
Dingaling  dingaling.
Happy excited don’t be sad don’t

cry because if Santa comes he
might fly right by.

By Heather W.

Grade 4, Fairview

Reindeer without antlers, flying
by. No red nose, it saw a pie. It
flew down, landing on the pie.
Now all he does is frown and sigh.

Jingle bells, Jingle bells Jingle
all the way! We tried to buy him a
squeaking hat, it fell and he said
“hey”! when we got a warm fleece
cat, he spilled some honey! Now
he still beats coasts!

Gobble, Gobble, Squeak!
We heard Santa and the squeak

of small feet. Peeking clown to see
the noise. We see a record player
+2 hiding boys.

Bubba The Silly
Pug

By Caroline B.

Grade 4, Fairview

Bubba was born on the 15th of
May this dog has something to say,
“I eat myself all day long, that’s
why I sing songs”

I feed him treats along with food
that’s why he has an attitude my
family and I love him lots. That’s
why we take him on long walks.

Chinese New
Year

Every Chinese new year I eat
Chinese food and Vietnamese

food. I get money. This year, I hope
I am getting this Hello Kitty DS
game!

Amy Vu, Grade 3, White

Oaks Elementary

My Family
Tradition

My family tradition is every
Monday my family buys a large
cheese pizza. Then my family and
I rent a movie from Redbox. We
started this tradition in the sum-
mer of 2006. Then we go home
and eat the pizza when we are
watching the movie. This is my
family tradition.

Aymen Belarbi, Grade 5,

White Oaks Elementary

Thanksgiving
Every one comes at Thanksgiv-

ing and brings food. Then we help
my mom put the table then we eat
and have a good time. Then we
go outside and play games.

Billy Maida, White Oaks

Elementary

My Family
Tradition

For Christmas, my family goes
to a fancy restaurant like a Chi-
nese buffet. After we eat Chinese
food, sometimes we go to my
uncle’s house to open our presents.
Then we rent a movie and eat pop-
corn. My grandmother started this
tradition. We do it every Christ-
mas.

Christian Diaz, Grade 4,

White Oaks Elementary

Holidays with
My Family

Once me and my mom, dad, and
sister were going to my uncle’s
house to celebrate Christmas. He
gave us toys and I got lots of
stuffed animals. My sister Cynthia

had a Bratz doll you could get to
do her hair. We did her hair and
put pink highlights on her. We cel-
ebrate Easter. The Easter Bunny
gave me a bunny animal. It was a
stuffed animal and it says “Baby’s
First Easter.” We celebrate Thanks-
giving, too. We eat turkey and
mashed potatoes.   It was good
with ice cream later. We also cel-
ebrate Valentine’s Day and Happy
Birthdays.
Jazmin Gonzales, Grade 3,

White Oaks Elementary

Christmas
For Christmas every year we go

to my aunt’s house to have a fun
party. My aunt is the one who
thought of this. It is fun and we
have cake. We also have a special
dance.

Sophia A. Garcia, White

Oaks Elementary

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve is my favorite

holiday because it reminds me of
my home in South Korea.

I think of my ancestors who died
in my homeland. I’m still glad that
my family is here with me.  I have
two sisters, one mom and one dad.
My sisters’ names are Hanna and
Areum.
David Lee, Grade 4, White

Oaks Elementary

Christmas
My family celebrates Christmas.

I feel happy. I love Christmas Eve.
The snow gives me happiness. Ev-
eryone gives me gifts and I give
gifts back to them. I always play
in the snow. I like Christmas.

Eber Reyes, Grade 4,

White Oaks Elementary

Thanksgiving
For Thanksgiving Day, me and

my family give presents to people.
Sometimes me and my mom, dad

and my sister, uncles and aunts
cook food from my country, Ethio-
pia and turkey, too. I feel very
happy and all family started this
holiday tradition and it is so good.
Eskedar Bezabeh, Grade 4,

White Oaks Elementary

Christmas
For Christmas, my mom cooks

and makes Christmas cookies. Ev-
eryone in my family brings pre-
sents. We open the presents at 12
a.m. When we open the presents,
we can play with them. My mom
and dad started celebrating Christ-
mas this way.

Gabriella Sabogal-

Monzon, Grade 4,

White Oaks Elementary

Eid
I celebrate the Muslim holiday,

Eid. There can be two Eid holidays
in one month, usually October. I
get candy for Eid so thank you,
God. My family celebrates by go-
ing to mosque together. Also, I
sometimes get presents. Then we
go somewhere special. Sometimes
I go to other people’s houses, like
my cousin’s and sometimes we
even do something for other
people and visit Minnesota and
meet other cousins.

Mohamed Hassan, Grade

4, White Oaks Elementary

My Family
Tradition

My family tradition is celebrat-
ing New Years Eve. I picked New
Years because that’s really fun for
my family. My dad started our tra-
dition two years ago with my
mom. What we do is count down
to the new year and drink soda,
juice, and fruit punch and say
happy New Years.

Idalys Corado, Grade 6,

White Oaks Elementary
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• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases
• 14 yrs. Naval service, 6 yrs. Active Duty

• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

Most Insurances Accepted:
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network Doctor,

Vision One, Blue Choice, Avesis, VCA, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS,

PHCS, Spectera, VSP®  Network Doctor

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
O P T O M E T R I S T

www.drsweetnam.com

U S E
Y O U R
T R I C A R E
B E N E F I T !

New Lorton Office
NOW OPEN

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

8951 Ox Rd., Suite 100
Shoppes at Lorton Valley

Lorton, VA 22079
703-493-9910

Fairfax County Public Schools are making major cuts in vital areas that will
directly affect your child. Next year the children will go to school with an increase
of class size, less staff and fewer programs to support their educational needs.
All instructional staff will be heavily impacted. Students will have less individual
help. Facilitating learning will become more difficult.  Parents, imagine how your
life would change if triplets were added to your family and your income reduced.

The Superintendent and the School Board have made many of these cuts, but
need to continue to look for other ways to trim the budget that does not directly

affect your child’s classroom instruction and education. Tell the School Board that
the cuts must come from non school-based positions, programs and items.

The Fairfax County Federation of Teachers urges you to become involved by
making calls and sending emails to School Board Members and the Board of

Supervisors. Even if you do not have children, your community will be affected
with this erosion of the school system. Our message must be heard to save the
quality of the education we provide to all of our students in Fairfax County. Your

children’s future depends upon it.

• Public Budget Hearing: January 21 & 27
 Register January 9, 2009 at fcps.edu/schlbd

• Email School Board Members at fcps.edu

• Email Board of Supervisors at
fairfaxcounty.gov/government/board

• Visit FCFT.org for more detailed contact
information

A well-educated child is a successful child.

Fairfax County Federation of Teachers, 7011 Calamo St, #101, Springfield VA
22150; 703-451-6840

Fairfax County Public Schools

Budget Cuts
Are They Educationally Sound?

Art & Writing

Family Tradition
For Easter we go to my grandma’s house.

We play with Easter eggs.  Whoever finds
the biggest eggs wins money. We have a big
feast. We find lots and lots of eggs.

Jonathan Hernandez, Grade 3,

White Oaks Elementary

My family
tradition

For thanksgiving, my family goes to my
cousin’s house. We eat a lot of food. Then
we watch a movie. When it’s over, we give
out candy. Then my cousins and I play car
games on the TV or the computer. Then we
go home.

Juan Velasquez, Grade 4, White

Oaks Elementary

Madeleine Aub, Grade 3, Cardinal Forest Elementary

Christmas
On Christmas, we make a Christmas tree

in the house. All my family will come to my
house. On Christmas, I go to my country,
Bolivia. Me and my cousin will play in the
snow. We all will sing songs on Christmas.
Kate Quiroga-Revollo, Grade 3,

White Oaks Elementary

My family holiday is
Christmas

In Christmas my mom and dad call people
to came to my house so we can celebrate
Christmas. Then they came to my house and
we eat food like  cake and chicken and  rise
and ice cream and that is the end.

Geraldine Rodriguez, White

Oaks Elementary

Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries
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Jesse Sands, Grade 6,
Cherry Run Elementary

Keelin O’Hara, Grade 3,
Cherry Run Elementary

Katie Vinson, Grade 6,
Cherry Run Elementary

Kevin Schleigh, Grade 3,
Cherry Run Elementary

Portraits & Poetry

Louis Josek, Grade 6,
Cherry Run Elementary

Blue Snake
By William Jewell

Grade 4, Oak View Elementary

I was at Camp Chanco walking
with my campsite friends until I
saw a blue thing on the leaves, At
first I thought it was a big blue
strip of paper, but then I saw tiny
little squares in a pattern and re-
alized it was a blue snake. I
shouted, “SNAKE!” Then my
Campsite friend ran over and said
“a blue snake.” “Wow!” my friend
picked up a pointy brown seedpod
and chucked it at the snake’s head,
but it never moved. So we said that
he was dead. I happened to have
my camera with me so I took a
picture of this great moment.

The Cupcake
By Megan Williams

Grade 4, Oak View Elementary

Cupcake, oh Cupcake
You look so fine
I really want to eat you
But you’re not mine
Oh, Cupcake
You’re such a beautiful sight
Yes, I’m going to eat you
Down in one bite.
Sprinkles, pink frosting
And a cherry on top
Just one lick
Then I’ll stop.

My Friends
By Jack Donohue

Grade 4, Oak View Elementary

My friends are nice, like to play,
like to have fun. Only 4 friends
have the same name. Chris and
Chris. Jack and Jack. Some of my
friends live in my neighborhood,
some of them don’t. Some like
baseball, some like basketball, and
some like football. I have one
friend that’s 3 or 4 houses away
from my house. His name is
Michael. They all are very nice to

many, many people including me.
Some of my friends are older
(most of them), some of my
friends are younger than me
(barely any are younger than me).
That’s why my friends are almost
everywhere.

Wonder Why
By Elza Thomas

Grade 4, Oak View Elementary

I wonder why the sun doesn’t
shine at night.

I wonder why The moon doesn’t
shine at day.

I wonder why pigs can’t fly.
There could be a lot of things to

wonder about.
But I mostly wonder why I wrote

this poem.

I Like Cheese!!
By Ben Stein

Grade 4, Oak View Elementary

I
I L
I Li
I Lik
I Like
I Like C
I Like Ch
I Like Che
I Like Chee
I Like Chees
I Like Cheese!
I Like Cheese!!
I Like Cheese!!!

String
By Mitchell Clarke

Grade 4, Oak View Elementary

String, string, it’s a wonderful
thing.

I sing about string.
If I had a ring.
I would string the string through

the ring.
If I had a bell it would go ding.
If I had a cowbell it would ring.,
But I think string is better than

bells and cowbells and better than
anything.

Souls
By Sabriya Kabir

Grade 4, Oak View Elementary

Souls, souls, follow me
Through the woods
Through the trees
And I never get a day
Without a soul calling my name
I hear their moans every day!

Rain
By Jonah Basi

Grade 6, Oak View Elementary

First A Drop,
And some more
Then the rain starts
To pour

All through the night
Singing us to sleep

Leaves
By Julia Kuzin

Grade 5, Oak View Elementary

Drifting from high above
To touch the earth
If one falls into my hands
It’ll have to wait
A little longer
Before going down
To embrace the earth
It’s everlasting dream

The Hungry
Family

By Claire Burke

Grade 4, Oak View Elementary

The baby fennec fox crept up on
the prey.

Quiet little fennec fox, don’t give
us away!

Mamma’s ears popped up,
Stay close little cubs!
Oh no a snake, slow and steady,

For attacking, its venom is ready.

The fennec family, stunned and
scared,

Backpedaled to safety, for fear
they shared.

Once out of sight in their desert
home,

Out of danger, but hungry as
they could become.

Our stomachs will have to wait,
one of the little ones squeaked.

Now they are all in a dream,
Mama and the little ones fast
asleep.

Winter
By Haley McAllister

Grade 4, Oak View Elementary

Winter is cold and white.
The snow falls from the sky.
Our fire blazes in the house
While the wind howls outside
And the bare trees sway in the
Winter Wind.

In The Corner
By Brigitte Goulel

Grade 6, Oak View Elementary

It was dark, I was in a room
All the way in the corner
The door flew open
I felt a cold breeze
Suddenly I realized I wasn’t

alone
I heard a faint voice but didn’t

come near
I asked it to speak up
And then I understood
Why was I in there?
I couldn’t remember
And when I got up I felt the wall
I ran my hand against it
I felt a switch
I turned it on
And there in front of me was the

very least thing I expected
It was a fairy
A tiny little fairy plump and

stout
She was very startled but I told

her not to worry

For I was close to what she was
feeling

I opened the door and discov-
ered I was only in my own close

For the fairy was surprised by
what she saw

She had never seen anything like
it

But some how and some way
We became to live in my room
And whenever I looked at her
I remembered when I was in the

corner
See the mysteries of life can ef-

fect anything
you set you heart to
at least that’s how I put it.

Fire
By Caroline Shevlin

Grade 4, Oak View Elementary

Fire, burning hot. Do you have
any warmth to share?

Jack Frost has been nippin’ at
my nose and freezin’ my toes.

So I ask, do you have any
warmth to share?

Dear, oh dear fire,
Your hearth is so warm,
And coals so hot.
You’re the perfect place, are you

not?
Colors so bright
And so flaming in the night
You are just right!
Thank you, fire, oh fire!

Fred
By Charlotte Fredrick

Grade 6, Oak View Elementary

I found a fry
I named it Fred
I gave it bed to rest its head
In the night I got real hungry
And couldn’t stop staring at Fred
So I had a midnight snack …

Now Fred is dead
I feel so sad and full of worry
My memories of Fred are now

really blurry.
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REGISTER
NOW!

Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIE COUNTRY
DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment

in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum • Degreed Teachers • Registered Nurse • Music Director • Nutritious

Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks • Heated Swimming Pools • Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
• Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents • State Licensed

KIDDIE COUNTRY I
Burke Centre

Fairfax Station (Fairfax)
6000 Schoolhouse Woods Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
(703) 250-6550

KIDDIE COUNTRY II
Burke-Springfield

Fairfax Station (Lorton)
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
(703) 644-0066

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facilities!

(Both Schools Winners
of American Institute
of Architects Awards)

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS, A
SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END OF THE SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION BY

OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES SIX-ELEVEN YEARS

 GRADES 1-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,
Fairview, White Oaks, and Cherry Run

Elementary Schools. Emphasis on special
events, sports, time for homework, and student’s

choice of activities.

KINDERGARTEN
Registrations are now being accepted for the
2008-2009 School Year. Two Virginia certified
teachers per classroom. Program emphasizes

language arts, math, computer literacy, science,
social studies, social development, art, music

and physical development.

www.kiddiecountry.com

5723 Burke Centre Parkway • Burke, VA
703-250-4000 • www.fivestarhair.com

Gift Certificates • Microdermabrasion • Manicure/Pedicure • Waxing & Threading Services

 Dermalogica Skin Care Products • Goldwell & Schwarzkopf Color

 Brazilian Keratin Treatments • Men, Women and children Styling • European Facials

 Walk-ins Welcome • Free Wifi • Hassle-Free Parking

Hair-Day Spa-Nails

9-9 Mon.-Fri.

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1980

SERVICES FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

FAMILY DAYS DISCOUNT

10% OFF CUT AND BLOWDRY

FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

(MUST INCLUDE AT LEAST ONE ADULT AND ONE CHILD)

SATURDAYS: JANUARY 10, 17 & 19th

PRE-TEEN MANICURE PARTIES
HAVE FUN WITH NAIL ART

BRING YOUR FAVORITE MUSIC/DECORATIONS/FOOD/BEVERAGES

AND WE CAN HELP SET-UP

GIFT BAGS PROVIDED FOR EVERYONE

($12 PER CHILD)

9-5 Saturday

45OFF
Any Complete

Refinishing Project$
HOLIDAY CHEER! America’s preferred refinisher

since 1979!

Don’t Replace It -

Refinish it!

Completely restore your

BATHTUBS
WALL TILES OR COUNTERTOPS

to just like new for up to 75% less than replacing!

Miracle Method®

SURFACE RESTORATION

www.MiracleMethod.com

Offer good through Jan. 31, 2009 Call today for a free estimate.

703-738-4801

WEEKDAYS
SATURDAYS • EVENINGS

UNITED CONCORDIA
PARTICIPANT

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY CARE

Wirework...

Abigail Thompson, Grade 4, Cardinal Forest Elementary
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KENWOOD SCHOOL
Educational Excellence at an Affordable Price

Preschool
thru

Sixth Grade
All school experiences at
Kenwood are challenging
and exciting. Small classes
provide opportunities for
students to work to their
highest potential.

Individual progress is
carefully guided to stimulate
curiosity and creativity. Each
student’s intellectual
growth, personal self-
discipline, social values, and
emotional maturity are the
result of a school philosophy
that emphasizes a joy and
love of learning.

Annandale, VA
703-256-4711

www.kenwoodschool.com

OPEN HOUSE
April 25, 2009
10 am to 2 pm

Help Your Child Do
Better in School!
Make this your child’s
best school year EVER!

Springfield
Burke, Fairfax Station

703-451-4466

Your child can learn.

Alexandria
Mt. Vernon, Lorton

703-541-2211
Open Monday - Thursday & Weekends

Mention this ad and
SAVE $50 OFF DIAGNOSTIC TEST

EXAM PREP
AVAILABLE

Independently
owned and operated.

Reading, Writing, Math,
Study Skills, SAT Prep

When it comes to helping kids with the new school year, no
one does it better than Huntington. If your child struggles
with homework, can’t keep up with new classwork, or just
wants to get ahead, call us. We can help. We can diagnose
what is keeping your child from being his or her best and
create a program of instruction tailored to his or her need.
Just a few hours a week can improve your child’s skills,
confidence, and motivation.

Your Friendly, Neighborhood Thrift Shop

YESTERDAY’S ROSE
where you never see the same thing twice

9960 Main St. Fairfax, VA • 703-385-9517 • www.yesterdaysrose.org

Proceeds Benefit: American Red Cross, Nat’l Capital Ch.•The Arc of Northern Virginia
National Council of Jewish Women, No. Virginia Section•Service Source Inc.

Clothing • Furniture • Housewares

CLEAN SWEEP
50% OFF

Storewide
Tuesday, 12/30/08

10 a.m.–6 p.m.
Not valid with other discounts or sales.

FREAKY FRIDAY
50% OFF

Clothes, Shoes, Purses
Friday, 1/2/09
10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Not valid with other discounts or sales.

And More Wirework

Hyun Ha Hwang, Grade 4, Cardinal Forest Elementary
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Julia Cadman, Grade 5, Cherry Run

Art Gallery

Anna McGrath, Age 8, Laurel Ridge Elementary

Ryan Balluck, Grade 5,
Terra Centre Elementary

Kaitlyn Maguire, Grade 5, Terra Centre Elementary

Riana Dunko, Grade 3, Terra Centre Elementary

Daniela Montero, Grade 5, Cardinal Forest Elementary
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Home of the Nationally Ranked
Curl Burke Swim Team

Water Fitness
Classes Available–
Drop-ins Welcome

703.250.1299

My Dad
By Tyler Poland

Silverbrook Elementary

My dad loves the Redskins. Ev-
ery Sunday he spikes up his
Mohawk, and paints it red and
yellow. He wears his John Riggins
jersey. We go to lots of home
games. He loves to play poker.
Sometimes I go with him and look
at his cards but keep my emotions
to myself. Sometimes it is hard to
keep them to myself. He makes me
very, very happy to be his daugh-
ter. He supports me in everything
I do just like my Aunt Rhonda and
Uncle Mark. If I don’t succeed in
something he helps me under-
stand it. He is the best dad in the
world and he doesn’t have to try
to be the best. I love my dad so
much.

Winter
By Caroline Alonzo

White Oaks Elementary

Winter is really cold. It is after
fall. It is two months before spring.
We can jump in the snow and we
can make snowmen.

Christmas Time
By Ally Cantwell

White Oaks Elementary

Christmas is a time when fami-
lies come together. They sing songs
and decorate a tree. Snow falls and
we make snowmen.

Best of all it’s Jesus’ birthday and
Santa comes and gives us gifts. We
go ice-skating and have hot choco-
late. We go skiing. We make snow
angels and ride sleds. If you write
a note you could get one of Santa’s
elves until Christmas Eve.

Fall Leaves
By Elbie Kaleb

White Oaks Elementary

Fall leaves can be yellow or
green or yellow or even brown.

The leaves won’t give you frown.
You can jump in a pile of leaves.
You can get covered in a pile of

leaves.
You can cannon ball in the pile

of leaves.
It’s so munch fun.
You’ll see.

The Snowman
By Colby Ellis

White Oaks Elementary

Once at winter it was so cold
that it was snowing. It was 12 de-
grees. After 7 hours a snowman
came to life because it was 9 de-
grees in that cold, cold world.

He came to a lab. He destroyed
everything. He was a bad
snowman. He broke a big glass of
energy juice and he got more en-
ergy. Then he went down the
street. He could pick up a car and
throw it six yards. Police came and
made him drink something to
make him nice and it worked.

In the Past
Winter

By Robert Foglesong

White Oaks Elementary

In the past winter I think I did
sledding and skiing. I went on two
conveyer belts. One was a  holder
belt. This conveyer belt was a
starter skier belt. The other one
was a normal one. I went two
places in one place. The place I
went sledding was so much fun.
We also got to camp there. But af-
ter awhile we had to leave. So we
left home for the winter.

It’s Winter
By Carlos Franco

White Oaks Elementary

Well it’s winter.
It is awesome.
The flowers don’t blossom!
BOY it’s cold!
My house was just sold.
We can sled.
A snowball hit my head.
Let’s go inside.
Let’s eat a pickle
Give me a nickel.

The Biggest
Snowman

By Adam Katz

White Oaks Elementary

It is a winter day. We have noth-
ing to do. How about we have a
snowball fight? No! How about we
build a fort? No! How about a
snowman? Sure! Let’s build the
biggest one yet. So they built an-
other one. But it was still too small.
So they built another one and this
one was huge. So they kept it.

The Mountains
— A True Story

By Robert Katz

White Oaks Elementary

When I went to the mountains
we went to a restaurant. We
waited and waited. Finally, our
food came. Then we went to the
mountains. We went to the top and
we looked down. We saw lots of
stuff. Then we went home.

Essays
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SUPER SERVICE CENTER
ALL MAKES & MODELS

OPEN SUNDAYS

Mon-Fri 7-5 • Saturday 8-4 • Sun 10-4
6571 Backlick Rd., •  703-451-2381

$19.95
  Oil Change
  4 cyl. only

10% Off Service Repairs

Tires/Batteries
& Alignments

VA Emissions
& Inspections

$84.99
Winterization

Special
Coupon Expires

12/31/08

 except oil, filter & coupons

Give the Gift of Health
this Holiday Season!
Take advantage of this great Holiday Gift

offer to start 2009 with a healthy
lifestyle… at 2008 prices!

Maximum Results is under new ownership, so call today
to schedule a free health and fitness assessment and
a free private personal training session with one of

our certified personal trainers ($160 value).

Call today 703.426.0127
Visit our website at www.4maximumresults.com
5622 Ox Road, Suite F, Fairfax Station, VA 22039

***A CRUISE NIGHT TO FIND OUT MORE ***
Join Preferred Travel and Carnival Representative, Kathy Donnelly
on Tuesday, January 27, 2009 from 6:00-8:30 PM at the Courtyard

Marriott in Springfield. Lots of fun, refreshments, door prizes and
more! RSVP BY MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 2009 FOR A

CHANCE TO WIN A SPECIAL PRIZE.

BREAKING TRAVEL NEWS: Cruise year-round from Baltimore
starting April 27, 2009. Save on airfare—choose to cruise and drive

to the Port of Baltimore.

***GREAT SPRING BREAK PACKAGES ALSO AVAILABLE***

PREFERRED TRAVEL INC.
8432 Old Keene Mill Road
Springfield, VA 22152
online@preferredtravelinc.com
703-644-6844

Your cruise and vacation store.
Enjoying our 19th year in business.

Storytelling

Zombie Attack
By Jake Hodges

Grade 6,

Kings Glen elementary

It was another attack! The citi-
zens were doomed! The zombies
had gotten more victims. There
has been an infestation of zombies
for a while. They keep growing as
they feed on more and more hu-
mans.

My name is Jake. This is  …
bump ... bump … What was that.

CRAAAASH!!!! It’s the zombies,
run away. Oh my gosh they’re
gaining on us. We’ll lose them over
here. (panting) OK they are all
gone. As I was saying I’m Jake.
This is Ivan, Nate, Evan and Ethan.
We’ve been running away for a
while now but we think we know
how to beat the zombies.

In NASA they had a space ship
about to launch, but the zombies
got the people launching it before
it launched. We think that the
launch will start but we’ll cut the
gasoline. It will crash in to a

nuclear waste pile. The nuclear
waste will spray all across the city.
It will turn the zombies back to
normal.

“OK guys lets go,” said Nate. We
started going but zombies spotted
us. We started to run and we knew
we wouldn’t make it. All of a sud-
den Evan jumped out and tried to
hold them off. We got away but
Evan got zombified. We were able
to get away. There weren’t any
zombies ahead of us so we con-
tinued. All of a sudden we saw
NASA. We got closer and saw that

zombies were chasing us all along.
We ran inside. Nate and I started
getting ready for the launch. Ethan
was lying on the wall when all of
a sudden faster then a race car race
at its fastest the zombies swiped
him away. Even worse they started
getting inside. They had gotten
Nate. As soon as they got him they
started going after Ivan. They got
him and they attacked him slowly.
I was the only one left and I was
almost ready. I pressed the gaso-
line cut button and then I
launched it. The zombies had just

gotten me.
The rocket launched and landed

on the nuclear waste pile. Every-
thing blew up and nuclear waste
blew up everywhere. All the zom-
bies in the city turned back to nor-
mal. Everybody was OK.

Everyone went back to the way
they were. Little did anybody that
there was one zombie left! That
one left the city and will start all
over again unless somebody can
stop it. If you are reading this bar-
ricade your doors and windows.
You could be next.
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To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-917-6463

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

www.calvaryfamily.com
“Continuing the ministry of

Christ on earth”

9800 Old Keene Mill Rd.
703-455-7041
Sunday School

 9:15 AM
 Worship Service

10:30 AM

Sunday Services
8:15, 9:30 & 11:00 am

Heartline Contemporary Service 7:15 p.m.

Sunday School
9:30 am & 11:00 am

“Serving God by Serving Others”
Visit our website: http://www.messiahumc.org

Messiah
United Methodist Church

6215 Rolling Rd., Springfield
(Near West Springfield High School)

(703) 569-9862

Episcopal
Church of the Good Shepherd

703-323-5400
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church

703-455-2500
Lutheran

Abiding Presence Lutheran Church
703-455-7500
Methodist

Burke United Methodist Church
703-250-6100

St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church
03-978-8724

Non-Denominational
Burke Community Church

703-425-0205
Calvary Christian Church

703-455-7041
Knollwood Community Church

703-425-2068
Presbyterian

Burke Presbyterian Church
703-764-0456

Sansaug Korean Presbyterian
703-425-3377

Unitarian Universalist
Accotink Unitarian Universalist

703-503-4579

Baha’i Faith
Baha’is of Fairfax County Southwest

703-912-1719
Baptist

Preservation of Zion Fellowship
703-591-9548

Catholic
Church of the Nativity

703-455-2400
Christian Reformed

Grace Christian Reformed Church
703-323-8033

Realtime Worship - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening - 6:30 PM Youth Meeting
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM

Call for Sunday Evening Worship Home Group Schedule
visit our website: www.jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

“Experience the Difference”

Jubilee
Christian Center

Celebrating the Sounds of Freedom

What Makes A
Good Parent

A good parent would take care
of their child. And also get them
something that they want on a
very special moment or an excited
time like O’s and A’s (for a grade).
And also help them with their
homework And save money for
allowance for your child so your
child can have a good college and
be very smart. At night you should
cheer them up, then make them
sleepy, then turn off the light, then
shut the door quietly, then they
should fall asleep.

Stanley Tran, Grade 3

Kings Park Elementary

The Best Present
I Have Ever
Been Given

The best present I ever received
was a medium sized blue bear that
has little black eyes and a badge
with the Japanese flag on it. My
bear is a beanie baby and used to
be blue but since he is 5 years old
he is more of a brownish bluish. I
sleep with him every night that I
can. He was given to me by a
friend when my family and I lived

in Japan. His name is Teddy and I
love him.

Evan Kreiensieck, Grade

3, Kings Park Elementary

What Is The Best
Present You
Have Even Been
Given

The best present I ever got was
a lizard! I’ve always wanted a liz-
ard more than anything. It fills my
heart with love to pet it. I love the
bumpy skin, cute eyes, and its long
red tongue.  It’s the only animal I
liked and read about.

Charlie Baird, Grade 3,

Kings Park Elementary

The Best Gift I
Have Gotten

The best present I have ever got-
ten is my parents’ love because I
need it. And I have to have their
love. I’d rather have that than any-
thing in the world. That is the best
present in the world. Even better
than money. Better than anything
in the world.

Colton Davey, Grade 3,

Kings Park Elementary

Creative Writing

6228 F Rolling Road Springfield, VA  703.644.9072
www.accotinkcenter.com

ACCOTINK ACADEMY
Alternative Learning Center

Individualized Education
for Your Child

Accotink Alternative is a fully
accredited private school for
students in grades 7-12, who need

Multi-sensory and/or innovative
teaching strategies to achieve

Have attention, organization, and/or
motivation problems

Have learning disabilities or other
problems affecting school
performance

environment that promotes self-discipline, motivation, and excellence in
learning.  Accotink’s team joints the parents and community to assist
student’s in developing necessary scholastic and professional skills for the
highest level of success possible.

Have a history of underachievement

The mission of Accotink Alternative
is to provide each student an
individual education in a supportive
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Marissa Chaffee, Grade 6,
Cherry Run Elementary

Rachel Phandinh, Cherry
Run Elementary

Arianna Ghiassi Grade 6,
Terra Center Elementary

Caleb Lee, Grade 6, Terra
Center Elementary

Chloe Gilfoil, Grade 6,
Terra Center Elementary

Writing & Art

How the
Rainbow Got in
the Sky

By Madison Hite

and Erin Rose

Grade 4,

Cherry Run Elementary

One sunny day, Bow was flying
in the forest admiring the beauti-
ful green trees, when she saw
Rainy, Sunny and Fern.

Rainy said, “I Rainy, the water
butterfly. Challenge you three but-
terflies to race.”

“We accept!” said the three.
Thus the race began.
The four butterflies, Rainy,

Sunny, Fern and Bow lined up at
the starting line. Rainy was eager
to win. He knew he could not be
beat.

“On your mark, get set, Go!”
yelled Bear.

Rainy darted ahead, fast as a
raindrop falling from the sky

Fern was not happy about this.
She tried her best to make the
trees block Rainy, but the tree
blocked her instead. She tried to
get away from the tree, But it kept
growing. She knew she could not
win now!

Bow lightly dodged the tree.
Sunny was very unhappy that

Rainy was winning. She tried to
blind Rainy with her sunny rays,
but by accident she blinded her-
self. She flew off course and knew
she could not win the race.

Bow closed her eyes so that she
would not be blinded. Rainy was
frustrated that bow was getting
closer. He tried to use his powers
to make a storm blocking Bow, but
the storm blocked him instead.

Rainy knew that the winner
would not be him. Poor Rainy was
very upset. Bow was very kind and
wanted to help Rainy, so she
turned around and helped all
three butterfly friends. They all
flew up together.

Then a big wind came and
started to blow the poor butterflies
away! They all bumped into each
other and used all their magic to
stop the horrible storm.

When the storm was completely
over all you could see in the sky
was beautiful rainbow in their re-
mains. And that’s how the rainbow
got in the sky!

Snow
By Erin Rose Coughlan

Grade 4,

Cherry Run Elementary

Sky is gray, no sun
Go snow go!
Twinkle, Twinkle, Twinkle
Shhhh Shhhhh
Little  children
Sliding and sledding
Tickle, tickle, giggle
Swish, swoosh
Snowball flying in the air
Chilly little children
Duck, Duck, throw
Whoosh! Whoosh!
Inside the house
Warm and toasty fire
Crackle, crackle, crackle
Good night

Breaking Dawn
By Jon Grabski

Grade 4,

Cherry Run Elementary

Breaking dawn in morning dew,
all the things we see right through.
While I walk in morning breeze all
the flowers make me sneeze.
Springs and rivers, oceans blue,
also things we see right through.
Chipmunks, squirrels and oyster
pearls, little children boys and
girls. The end.

The Howling
Wolf

By Eileen

Grade 4,

Cherry Run Elementary

What is my favorite animal you
ask? Did you look at the title to
give you a clue or an answer? The
wolf is an amazing predator. Howl-
ing every night and good team-
work too! These smart animals
hunt in packs so they can catch
their prey better. These predators
are powerful! Then you ask me
what type of wolf I like? I like the
Artic Wolf, it has a white coat. It
also has special pads on their feet
so we don’t sink to the ground. Not
like us, one step we sink down to
the ground. Now I answered all
your questions so what’s your fa-
vorite animal?

Super Sports
By Josh Demboski

Grade 4,

Cherry Run Elementary

I like soccer and basketball! Why
you ask, because kids’ sports keep
you healthy and the exercise is
great. Kids’ sports also build self-
esteem and balance a regular day,
so it’s not all school and homework
but most of all they’re fun. Some-
times kids’ sports take too long and
interfere with homework and fam-
ily time. If you read this carefully
you should sign up for a kids’ sport
now. Let’s go!

Dead fish, Live
Fish, Spotted
fish, Blue Fish

By Dakota Do

Grade 4,

Cherry Run Elementary

My favorite fish is the deep sea
dwelling coelacanth. Now you
may think this thought to be ex-
tinct fish looks like an odious
shark, but it actually looks like a
regular fish with lots of fins. You
may think fish are gross and slimy,

but the coelacanth is very interest-
ing.

This species of extraordinary fish
has been around for 300 million
years and was thought to have
become extinct when the dino-
saurs were wipe out. Then one day
a fisherman caught one. The Co-
elacanth is blue with white spots.
So next time you catch a blue fish
with white spots say “I caught a
300 million year old fish.”

Cicadas
By Brendan Fee

Grade 4,

Cherry Run Elementary

Cicadas are my favorite animals
mostly because I can gross people
out. Like when the teacher asks,
“What is your favorite animal?”
And the girls say, “Ponies and But-
terflies!” Then I say, “Cicadas!”
And all the girls say, “Yuck!” That
is funny. But the other reason why
I like Cicadas is they are so cool! I
like their noises. For example:

They buzz.
They chirp.
And Cicadas make other weird

noises I like.
I also like their style of flying.

When they are flying, Cicadas are
reckless. They kind of look like A-
10s when one of the wings is shot
off.

Cicadas colors are brownish
green camouflage, so you can’t see
them well on trees.

Cicadas originally come from
India.

All this information about Cica-
das is why I like Cicadas to this
day.

Video Games
By Brett Hodges

Grade 4,

Cherry Run Elementary

If I had to rate a video game, I‘d
rate Star Wars-The Force Un-
leashed. This is the most awesome

game I have ever played! To have
a good video game you have to
have fighting and villains! In the
force, you start off getting orders
from Darth Vader to destroy a Jedi
and bring Darth Vader the light
saber. And let no witness survive!

The thing I don’t like is that you
(the player) are evil. Another thing
is that the guy doesn’t hold a light
saber right. He holds it so that the
blade is almost touching his back!

I beat Erin Rose’s dad at the
walker stage. If you like to win,
play this game NOW!

The Reddest Day
Ever

By Jack Rawlins

Grade 4,

Cherry Run Elementary

It all started on a beautiful day
in Boise, Idaho. Oh, hi. I’m Jack.
This story takes place in Idaho
about six years ago. I woke up with
my brother Austin, 1. My mom left
to go somewhere so I was stuck
with my dad. Before my mom got
home I already had three ban-
dages on my knees, but the bad
parts haven’t happened yet. If you
want to know them read on.

Right before my mom got home,
I wanted a popsicle, so I went to
the freezer to get one. But the
cooler was hanging of the edge.
So when I opened the freezer …
CRASH, OWWWW! It was just
then my mom got home, I was cry-
ing really hard; my head was re-
ally bleeding. I eventually got a
popsicle, and took a bath to wash
off the blood.

This next part is … Let’s just say
pretty darn bad. I was playing in
the trees with my friend. Poor me.
I forgot about the fire ants. So as
you might have guessed, I got cov-
ered in fire ants, and my friend
had to hit me with a shovel to get
them off. I took another bath to
the kill the leftover ones and went
to bed.  THIS IS A TRUE STORY.
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I Am Me
I am me and only me
There is no one else I can be
I’m not acting like someone I’m

not
I’m not an actor trying to act as

a character in a play
Because I am not that way
I’m not going to pretend to be a

girl that lives a lie
Because that is not how I get by
I get by with my family and

friends in my life
The person I am is the person

you see before you
I am a daughter
I am an older sister
I am a granddaughter
I am a track and field runner
I am an artist
I am a friend ……
I will live my life until the end
I am me and only me
That’s the person you see
Because what you see before

you
Is a person who is
ME

Ashleigh N. Hicks, 15,

Lake Braddock

Essays & Art

‘Flee,’ Nick Cummins, Home-School, Burke

My Gift To Give
By Vincent Sica

Grade 7, Lake Braddock Middle

My mom gets stressed out
around the holidays. I thought a
good idea for a gift would be to
do extra chores around the house
without being told. A good one is
taking our dog for a really long
walk on Christmas when everyone
is in the kitchen cooking. On this
past Thanksgiving, when everyone
was cooking and greeting each
other, our dog jumped up and ate
an entire ring of kielbasa. So keep-
ing him occupied for my mother
would be a nice gift.

Criminology
By Mike Lodato

Grade 7, Lake Braddock Middle

Head detective: this is the occu-
pation I would like to have when I
grow up. When I turn 21, I wish
to start as a basic black and white
cop and work my way up the lad-
der; after I graduate from the Po-
lice Academy, of course. I have
been studying criminology ever
since I saw my favorite TV show
“Batman.” I know what it takes to
be a policeman. It’s an honor and
a duty. All I want is to make my
community and my family proud.
I have already discovered that
crime may be hereditary, and that
your environment may play a role
in crime. I don’t need flash. I’m not
going to mix words. I will be frank;

crime is unacceptable and must be
stopped. After all, there are no
small cases, only small cops. I will
not make an arrest until I am 100
percent sure that I have the right
man. I want to do a good job, and
one day I will.

What I Want to
be When I Grow
Up

By Kayla Langley

Grade 7, Lake Braddock Middle

When I grow up, I want to be a
singer. I have been singing since
the third grade. In the sixth grade,
I got a solo in chorus. The song
was “Rainbow Connection” by The
Muppets. This year I tried out for
two solos and a special act. The
special act was “Where are you,
Christmas” from “How the Grinch
Stole Christmas.” I am always sing-
ing around the house and my par-
ents didn’t know what my voice
really sounded like until my solo
last year. It has always been my
dream to become a singer.

What I Want to
be When I Grow
Up

By Rachel Brobeck

Grade 7, Lake Braddock Middle

People have always told me that
even though I think I know what I
want to be when I grow up, I’ll
change my mind. Well, I think they
are wrong because I always have
and always will love cooking. Ever
since I was a little girl I’ve been
baking and had high hopes of be-
coming a pastry chef with a res-
taurant in Italy. My love of cook-
ing has led me to create some of
my own recipes. I already know
what college I want to go to, and
Culinary Arts Institute is where I
want to attend. I have already
started working toward my goal. I
will continue to strive to achieve
my goal with my head held high.

If I Could Give
My Parents Any
Gift That Didn’t
Cost Money

By Casey Mattis

Grade 7, Lake Braddock Middle

With the holidays just around
the corner, everyone seems to be
going bonkers over what gifts to
buy their friends and family. Even
though I’m only 13 years old, I’m
noticing what’s happening around

me. Gas prices, food, shelter, edu-
cation … it’s a mess. I can see
what’s going on and what pressure
is being put on adults across the
50 states. So this holiday people
want to spend as little as possible.
This Christmas I plan on giving my
parents a delightful present, but
what could I get with the money
in my piggy bank? Jewelry, socks,
maybe a Starbucks gift card? They
all seem very overwhelming.
Maybe I could get something that
didn’t cost any money? But what
could I give to my parents that was
free? Most people would chuckle
at the thought of a priceless gift,
but I gave some thought to the
idea and decided to run with it. It
took me what seemed like a bil-
lion hours to come up with what
I’d give to them and then it hit me.
I could make them a frame with a
picture of my brother and me in
it, along with a card and a batch
of cookies. The idea was phenom-
enal! After all, the best Christmas
presents come from the heart.

My Dream
By Roman Perederiy

Grade 7, Lake Braddock Middle

When I grow up, I want to be a
construction company owner. I
think it is very important to have
a construction company such as
Home Depot. Home Depot is a
wonderful story as well as com-
pany. The reason I would like to
own a construction company is
because I know how hard it is to
afford the house of your dreams,
so I feel that having a construc-
tion business is going to help

people by having low prices so that
my customers will be happy. Some-
day, if I hope for it and put my ef-
fort into it, I know I will accom-
plish my goal and have my own
construction company.

My Gift to Give
By Oleg Perederiy

Grade 7, Lake Braddock Middle

If I can give my parents any gift,
it will be something that I only I
can do. This gift is better than a
car. My folks will love it. It’s the
best. The gift will be a simple hug
that only came from me, and it will
have a lot of meaning to it. Ten
percent will be for love and 90
percent will be a “thank you.” Dear
parents: Thank you for giving me
your heart. You made my life a vic-
tory with joy in every day. If I could
find a word that clearly states, “I
love you mom and dad.”

What I Want to
be When I Grow
Up

By Jackie Edwards

Grade 7, Lake Braddock Middle

When I grow up, I want to be a
radio show host because of my
growing love for music. I don’t
want to be the disc jockey because
I love hearing new types of music,
so I want someone else to choose
most of the songs. Some of the
music would not be my favorite,
but those few songs that I like will
make the bad ones worth it. I en-

joy hearing other peoples’ favor-
ites, and it would be fun to know
the opinions of other people on
music.

What I Want to
be When I Grow
Up

By Grady Allin

Grade 7, Lake Braddock Middle

When I grow up, I want to be a
professional tennis player on the
ATP tour. I want to be a tennis pro
because I have been playing for 11
years. I have been in competition
tournaments for five years. I’m in
an invite-only class with high
school students. I think it would
be great to do something you love.

What One Thing
I Would Change
About School?

By Douglas Uriona

Grade 7, Lake Braddock Middle

The one thing I would change
in school is what time we get to
school. I want school to start later
because I always hate going to
sleep early and then you have to
get up early. When I wake up in
the morning to go to school, I feel
very tired and just want to rest on
my warm, comfortable bed and go
back to sleep. Sometimes it is hard
to pay attention when you are
tired, too.
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

BURKE RACQUET & SWIM CLUB
is now interviewing for part time 
Weight Room Instructors. After-
noons, evenings and weekends. Call 

Lynnda 703-250-1299.

Computer Programmer 
code, write, develop, update, test, de-
bug, support programs. Reqs: Bach in 
Comp Sci, CIS, MIS, Engineering, Math 
or foreign equivalent + 2 yrs exp in job 
offered or in designing, developing & 
testing software OR Master’s or foreign 
equivalent in any above field. Must have 
working knowledge of Java/J2EE, Serv-
lets, Struts, XML, UNIX. Location: Fair-
fax, VA + candidate must be willing to 
travel/relocate to various unanticipated 
locations throughout the US. Multiple 
openings. Send resume/cover letter: 
Attn: CGI Federal Inc. Mallory Simmons: 
12601 Fair Lakes Circle, Fairfax, VA 
22033 Ref. # 22-2506  

Computer Systems Analysts
analyze user requirements; formulate 
system scope & objectives; design, de-
velop, test, maintain, monitor, modify 
computer systems & software. Reqs: 
Bach in CS, CIS, MIS, Eng, Business or 
equivalent + 2 yrs exp in job offered or 
in systems analysis & design OR Mas-
ter’s or equivalent in any above field. 
Must have experience/working knowl-
edge in Tekla, Presto, Unified Modeling 
Language (UML), project management 
& coordination, & strong technical writ-
ing & analytical skills. Location: Fairfax, 
VA + candidate must be willing to trav-
el/relocate to various unanticipated lo-
cations throughout the US. Multiple 
openings. Send resume/cover letter: 
Attn: CGI Federal Inc. Mallory Sim-
mons: 12601 Fair Lakes Circle, Fairfax, 
VA 22033 Ref. # 22-2106

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Optometrists
Springfield, VA; F/T. Req. O.D. and TPA 
Certified. Examine eyes to determine visual 
acuity and perception, focus and coordina-
tion, and to diagnose diseases and other ab-
normalities. Prescribe, supply, and fit eye-
glasses, contact lenses, and other vision aids. 
To apply, fax cover letter and resume to 
703-569-3366 (Attn. Christine). Michael J. 
Davidson, O.D., P.C. 8350 Traford Lane, 
Springfield, VA 22152

M.C. Dean, Inc. is currently looking for talented
Communication Technicians for large infrastruc-

ture build outs in the MD, VA and DC area.

The Communication Technicians will be responsi-
ble for splicing, testing, terminating and trouble-
shooting copper cable; terminating and testing
fiber optics, grounding and bonding; reading plans
and specifications.

Requirements:

• High School Diploma
• 2-5 years of experience in the

communications industry;
• BICSI Installer certification is a plus.

Qualified candidates should submit their resume to
recruiting@mcdean.com or via fax to 703-463-2904.

SALES REP NEEDED
No Experience Needed

800-517-6989
NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Call John Lovaas, 703-917-
6405 or email internship@connection
newspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

0414-2

0316-1
Note: Due to space limitations, the crossword may not appear from

time to time. In that case, you may look on our Web site:
www.connectionnewspapers.com and click on the “Print Editions” button.

It should appear in a newspaper from a different Classifieds zone.

SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT!
Be the first person to fax in the correct crossword

puzzle answers, and we’ll put your name here! Fax the
completed puzzle, with your name, the puzzle number,

and the time and date of the fax, to the Crossword
Puzzle Desk, fax #703-917-0998.
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Since 1981 VA License
#2705 023803

ROOFING ROOFING

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

GUTTER GOPHER
Gutter Cleaning
Power Washing

AND MORE
703-401-9384

GUTTER GOPHER
Free  Estimates

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIRS
Townhouses $50

Houses $85
Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

LIC 703-323-4671 INS

MR. GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

Brian M. Sperty Remodeling

Kitchens and Baths
30% less than Home Store Prices

Class A and Insured

703-791-2003
Bsperty2@comcast.net

•
IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-803-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@yahoo.com

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

A&S LANDSCAPING
Fall Cleanup • Planting • Mulching •
Sodding • Patios • Decks • Retaining

Walls • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

Townhouses $50
Houses $85

LIC INS703-323-4671

GUTTER CLEANING
& REPAIRS

Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

MR. GUTTER
Construction Debris,

Residential, Office
 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

KITCHEN &
BATH DESIGN

Class A Lic. Insured

Refacing,
Facelifts,

Basements,
Decks, Porches

MichaelsRemodeling.com

703-764-9563
Since 1979 Free Est.

Bigsculpture.org

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

MULCH

OAK FIREWOOD
Full Cord

Guaranteed to Burn
or money back

Beware of truckloads
or racks

 703-327-4224
703-568-8014 cell

Curtis Neil

PAINTING

www.Patriot Painting.net

Deep Winter
Discounts

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

ROGER ROOTER
PLUMBING

MENTION THIS AD FOR 10% OFF

No Job too Small
Senior & Govt. Discounts
Visa, MC Accepted
703-299-4999

PLUMBING PLUMBING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING HAULING

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

IMPROVEMENTS

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

Now! Complete
Print Editions

Online!
The full print editions of all 18

Connection Newspapers are now

available on our Web Site in PDF format,

page by page, identical to our weekly

newsprint editions, including print

advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

Asphalt, Concrete and Brick
Residential and Commercial

Resurfacing, Repair, Resealing
Sidewalks, steps, Patios
7AM – 11PM • 7 Days/wk

Check Out my website

Pete’s Driveways
www.PetesDriveways.com

Need to Fix Your
Driveway?

Call 703.582.2110

ASPHALT ASPHALT

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

H O M E  R E M O D E L I N G

Call Steve Paris
(703) 830-5681 - 703-932-0270

KITCHENS, BATHS, TILE, TRIM, INT.
ALTERATIONS, all HOME REPAIRS!

Steve’s Remodeling
LIC. • INS. BONDED OWNER OPERATED

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • FREE ESTIMATES

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS
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ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

15 Getaways

Enjoy warm beach waters 
past Labor Day

Extend your beach season 
into the fall with soothing 
and warmer ocean waters 
at this Sunset Beach, NC 
vacation home. Furnished 3 
or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. 
Newly remodeled, bright 
and airy beach island home 
on a secluded area of the is-
land surrounded by views of 
the canal, marsh and ocean 
inlet. Sit on one of the newly 
built front porches (1 
screened) and capture a 
gorgeous sunrise with your 
morning coffee or unwind 
with friends in the evening 
on the back deck and experi-
ence stunning sunset views. 
Whether you're looking for 
an investment property with 
excellent rental history, a 
vacation home on a unique 
island, or a little bit of both, 
this is the house for you.

Sunset Beach, a small barri-
er reef island 2 1/2 miles 
long and 1/3 mile wide, is 
quiet and family oriented and 
only 30 minutes from Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. Call 
Carly or David at 336-282-
1870 for more details

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Guapo’s of Fair Lakes, Inc 
trading as Guapo’s of Fair 

Lakes, 3050 Fair Lakes Boule-
vard, Fairfax, VA 22033. The 

above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL for a Beer & Wine 
on Premise, Mixed Beverage 
on Premise license to sell or 

manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Hector A. Rincon, 

President.

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

116 Childcare Avail.

BURKE Childcare avail in my 
home,OFC Lic, FT & PT, days, 

evenings, Back-up care & 
special needs children 

welcome. Large yard for lots of 
fun! 703-569-8056

117 Adoption

ADOPT A Dream to complete 
our family! We are a loving 
family who will provide your 
newborn a home filled with 
laughter, learning, security and 
endless love and support. 
Expenses paid. pls call Debbie 
& Mike 1-866-531-8961

ADOPT Active, young couple, 
desires to give a newborn all 
the advatages of a loving 
home and family. Confidential. 
Expenses paid.  Pls call Susan 
and John  1-800-680-8422

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer- Merry Christmas from
Mrs. Townsend’s class, Knollwood Preschool.

My Worst Day Ever
It all started at my old school. They had

cheese sticks with marinara sauce for
lunch. I came in and sat down next to my
friends, Patricia and Emma. I got up to get
my straw for my milk. I set my milk aside
and opened my straw, pushed it into my
milk, took a sip, then put it aside with my

In December
By Shannon McGrath

Laurel Ridge Elementary

In December, the trees’ leaves have fallen
and the trees are covered with snow.
Sheets of snow are on the ground and kids
are playing in it. Inside the houses, Christ-
mas trees are covered with lights and or-
naments. Candles are all over.

In the December, the smells are fantas-
tic. There is the wonderful smell of pep-
permint from candy canes. There is also
the sweet smell of gingerbread from gin-
gerbread houses being made.

In  December, the tastes are the best.
There are the tastes of gingerbread, Christ-
mas cookies and other sweets with sweet
hot chocolate and marshmallows.

In December, it sounds like crackling
fires. Jingle bells can be heard. Christmas
carolers are merrily singing song to spread
Christmas cheer.

In December, it is cold outside and warm
inside. It feels living, giving, and caring.

Autumn
By Anna McGrath

Laurel Ridge Elementary

Apple pie straight in your mouth.
Under the Umbrella fun, fun, fun.
Thanksgiving food, yum, yum, yum.
Everlasting fun.
Moms raking in your yard
Nothing boring! Not at all

ice cream. My friend Emma asked me why
I hadn’t opened my marinara sauce yet. Oh,
I had forgotten all about that. I opened my
marinara sauce and the next thing I know
the whole thing is spilled on me. What a
day!!!

Hussnia Amani,

White Oaks School

What I want to be
when I grow up

When I grow up I want to be a surgeon’s
assistant. A surgeon’s assistant hands the
real surgeon the tools he needs to cut into
the person’s body. My mom really wants me
to have that job because I can stand really
nasty, bloody stuff. How does she know?
Because I watch a show called “Man vs.
Wild” and he eats really nasty things in the
wild. So that’s what I want to be when I
grow up.
Layla Lepak, White Oaks School

What I want to be
when I grow up

When I grow up I want to be a profes-
sional singer just like my grandpa. I’ve
wanted to be a singer since first grade. My
mom says I can take singing lessons when I
turn ten years old. That is in only five
months! At my summer SACC, I am in a
talent show and people say I do a good job.
That is my dream when I grow up.
Timmy Ellis, White Oaks School

blue and my favorite color is blue. I am
also good at video games. I already have
five. Sometimes I let my little brother use
them. In fact, he might be better than I am
at them. When I go on trips with my family,
I take it with me so I can play it along the
way. If I am bored I can just play it in my
room. It is my favorite game. I hope I don’t
lose it.

Roberto Rodriguez,

White Oaks School

Writing & Art
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