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All of us at Great Falls Floors, Inc. would like to thank you for
your business and support this year. We are looking forward to
serving you in the New Year with our expanded selection and

latest fashion in carpet, area rugs, hardwood and
other flooring products.

and
BEST WISHES for the NEW YEAR

HAPPY HOLIDAYSHAPPY HOLIDAYSHAPPY HOLIDAYSHAPPY HOLIDAYSHAPPY HOLIDAYSHAPPY HOLIDAYS

Monday through Saturday 10-6 • Sunday 12-4 • VISA • Master Card • Discover • AMEX

GREAT FALLS
Rte. 7 and Georgetown Pike (Route 193)
Seneca Square (Next to Calico Corners)
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Dear Readers:
This week, the Great Falls Connection turns over

its pages to the youth and students of its communi-
ties.

We asked principals and teachers from local schools
to encourage students to contribute their words, pic-
tures and photos for our annual Children’s Issue.

The response this year was enormous. While we
were unable to publish every piece we received, we
did our best to put together a paper with a fair sam-
pling of the submitted stories, poems, drawings,
paintings, photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by school staff
to gather the materials during their busy time lead-
ing up to the holidays. We’d also like to encourage
both schools and parents to mark their 2009 calen-
dars for early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Connection. Please
keep us in mind as your children continue to create
spectacular works of art and inspiring pieces of writ-

ing in the coming year.
The children’s issue is only a part of our year-round

commitment to cover education and our local
schools. As always, the Connection welcomes letters
to the editor, story ideas, calendar listings and no-
tices of local events from our readers. Photos and
other submissions about special events at schools are
especially welcome for our weekly schools page.

Our preferred method for material is e-mail, which
should be sent to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com, but you can
reach us by mail at 7913 Westpark Drive, McLean
VA 22102 or by fax at 703-917-0991. Call 703-917-
6428 with any questions.

Editor Kemal Kurspahic

Connection interns Janelle L. Plummer and
Danielle Landau provided valuable editorial assis-
tance in putting together this year’s Children’s Issue.

Welcome

Children’s Connection

Stephanie Derminassian, Grade 1, Learning Fun School

Anya B.,  4th grade, Colvin Run Elementary School
Gabby Peker, Grade 1, Forestville Elementary School
Art Teachers:  Renee Parmiter and Maria Brown

Devon Hero of Great Falls, a 7th grader at Cooper Middle School, took
this picture on Kiawah Island, S.C., in August 2008.
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Fairfax County Public Schools are making major cuts in vital areas that will
directly affect your child. Next year the children will go to school with an increase
of class size, less staff and fewer programs to support their educational needs.
All instructional staff will be heavily impacted. Students will have less individual
help. Facilitating learning will become more difficult.  Parents, imagine how your
life would change if triplets were added to your family and your income reduced.

The Superintendent and the School Board have made many of these cuts, but
need to continue to look for other ways to trim the budget that does not directly

affect your child’s classroom instruction and education. Tell the School Board that
the cuts must come from non school-based positions, programs and items.

The Fairfax County Federation of Teachers urges you to become involved by
making calls and sending emails to School Board Members and the Board of

Supervisors. Even if you do not have children, your community will be affected
with this erosion of the school system. Our message must be heard to save the
quality of the education we provide to all of our students in Fairfax County. Your

children’s future depends upon it.

• Public Budget Hearing: January 21 & 27
 Register January 9, 2009 at fcps.edu/schlbd

• Email School Board Members at fcps.edu

• Email Board of Supervisors at
fairfaxcounty.gov/government/board

• Visit FCFT.org for more detailed contact
information

A well-educated child is a successful child.

Fairfax County Federation of Teachers, 7011 Calamo St, #101, Springfield VA
22150; 703-451-6840

Fairfax County Public Schools

Budget Cuts
Are They Educationally Sound?

See Letters,  Page 18

Dear Santa,
How are you? I hope you are well. I wish

you a good journey this Christmas. I am
writing because I want to ask a favor. I
would like a Webkinz for Christmas because
I have been a good friend, I have been nice
to my sister (most of the time), and I have
worked hard in school. This is the best
choice because I want it the most, it’s al-
ways available, and the cost is good. My
second best choice is Webkinz clothes. It
would be little of the elf resources, and you
can find them both anywhere.

PS: Would you like chocolate chip cook-
ies or oatmeal cookies?

—Amelia Patton

Dear Santa Clause,
You are awesome!!! Since I wrote this let-

ter in school, I decided to put some eco-
nomics into this letter. I have six things and
a few opportunity costs. Since I don’t need
an ice skating rink, I’ll make that an oppor-
tunity cost, with the Ipod nano, and the fer-
ret. Now I have three economic choices left:
an English Mastiff, a digital Canon camera
from my daddy, and a parrot.

—Angel Oh

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? I’m doing great! Are

your reindeer doing well? I hope so. This
year I wanted a lot of things, but then I
thought I should make a decision tree to
help me decide what I really want for Christ-
mas and what will be my opportunity cost.
So this year I would like a flat screen TV,
and Ipod (green or blue), an I-am-Me, Wii,
a tennis game for the Wii, a Nintendo DS
(pink), games for the DS, Imagine Fashion
Designer, Imagine Wedding Designer, Dogz,
a sewing kit, cloth, fashion designing kit,
and a book. So, like I said, I made a deci-
sion tree, so my opportunity costs are the
Wii, the tennis game for the Wii, and the
Ipod.

— Anisa Ostad

Dear Santa,
How are you doing, Santa? I’ve been nice

to people. I have been very good this year. I
learned about limited resources, natural
resources, capital resources, human re-
sources, interdependence, and specializa-
tion in economics. I made a decision tree to

Stephen Eichler, Grade 1, Forestville Elementary School

Letters to Santa

Forestville Elementary School
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Where Would
We Be With-
out Them?

By Devon Maloney

Cooper Middle School,

8
th

 grade

D
efenders of our gov
ernment, soldiers
are the ultimate

symbol of our freedom and
peace to most Americans.
From the Revolutionary War
when our country was
founded, all the way to the
current War on Terror in the
Middle East, a war with no
front lines, soldiers have al-
ways been there for us. Many
have willingly paid the last
full measure of devotion to
protect what they think is
right thing to do. How many
of us could say we would do
the same for something that
we just thought was right?

My family tree is crammed
with military service from the
1800s in the Civil War down,
my dad included. He joined
the Navy young and served
until 2002, when he retired.
Although he is no longer of-
ficially enrolled in a branch
of the armed forces, my dad
continues to help the military
achieve their goals around
the world, even if he didn’t
believe there is a completely
just cause in the conflict.

Now he’s headed off to as-
sist the elimination of Al
Qaeda in Afghanistan. At
first I was a bit shocked when
he told us he had volun-
teered to represent his
agency there, but now I’m
okay with it. After all, I think
I would have done the same.

Who would have kept us
free from the British? Who
would have countered the
attack on Pearl Harbor? Who
had the man power to hunt
down the Sept. 11 conspira-
tors? Without soldiers, we
would have no way to fight
for causes that we believe in,
and would have no way to
defend our now great nation.
Better yet, they volunteered
to save us from the job.

Overall when we think of
the brave men and women
out there in Iraq or Afghani-
stan or those who are over-
seas fighting for our freedom,
we should think of national
heroes, because they really
are our nation’s heroes; and
because of it they should get
more recognition than they
do. They are our silent heroes.

By Ashley Doll

Cooper Middle School,

8
th

 grade

L
ast year I donated 11
inches of my hair to
locks of love for them to
make wigs for cancer

patients. You may be thinking, oh
how great, or what a nice girl but
I’m no saint. I wasn’t exactly happy
afterwards. I’m not good with
change that big.

When I got home from the sa-
lon I attempted to pull my hair
back into a pony tail. I strove to
get every last strand of hair in
there but at least half always fell
out. I had a bit of a breakdown
when I realized it wouldn’t stay,
no mater how hard I tried.

The next day I came to school
with my hair in a pony tail, well
more of a stub really, with help
from about 20 clips. When my
friends noticed my thick long hair
was gone they were shocked and
astounded to say the least. All of
them were begging me to let them
see it down but I refused. They
wouldn’t accept that answer, so,
though I tried to run, Hannah got
a hold of me and took all the clips
out. My short bob cut was revealed
for everyone to see.

Many people told me they liked
my hair throughout the week, but I
was convinced they were just being
polite. Some people I didn’t even
know came up to me to tell me how
goods it looked, I knew they were
just more pity compliments. I felt so
weird, like a different person, like a
part of me was missing.

I continued to complain for the
next week. I went on and on about
how awful the cut was and how
bad it looked on me. Finally, my
mom couldn’t take it anymore. She
turned to me and told me that I
was lucky I had hair to give. The
girl who would get my hair didn’t
have any. The girl who would get
it is suffering from cancer, and I’m
lucky I still have my health, and
lucky I still had any hair at all.

It was until that moment that I
really even remembered why I gave
my hair away to begin with. I real-
ized just how shallow and selfish I
was being. I had completely lost
sight of what was really important,
my hair would go to a girl who re-
ally needed it. I was so self absorbed
adjusting to this major change that
I didn’t even realize how much what
I did helped someone; I was just
acting like a shallow brat.

Since then I’ve tried to look at
things from a different angle and
never forget how blessed I really am.
Surprising as it was, it turned out
donating 11 inches of my hair, was
the best gift I could ever receive.

By Sara Guglielmo

Cooper Middle School,

7
th

 grade

T
he greatest gift I have got
ten is not an object at all
(unlike many kids). This

may sound crazy or weird at first,
but in the end you will get it. It is
believing. You are probably think-
ing that’s not a gift, but it is and most
people do not see that. It is gift that
you get when you are born. You can
make a choice to keep that gift or
tear it down as you get older. You
have to believe in yourself or you
will not get anywhere in life. You
have to believe that people will help
you and are not always against you
or you will not be able to work with
a group of people. Many people tear
this gift apart during their teen
years, it’s called low self-esteem.
They may think they’re too fat, not
strong enough, stupid, or bad at

sports and that causes them to stop
believing, sometimes it gets so bad
they never recuperate and just stop
believing all together. Horrible,
right!

Believing has helped me in so
many ways. It has helped me
through family problems like the
loss of loved ones which is always
a sad thing. Believing has helped
me become more faithful in God
and believe me it helps to know
that God is watching over you. It
has opened my eyes to many
things that I did not see before. It
has helped me through tough
times at school like a fight with a
really good friend or a bad grade.
Believing has not only made my
self-esteem higher, it has changed
the way I look at things. I used to
get negative, thinking everything
would turn out badly, but I have
started believing things will be
okay even if they seem really bad.

It is better to be positive, trust me.
Believing has done so much for

me. It has helped me get good
grades at school which please my
parents and me. It also made me
work harder in sports that I think
I am not good at, which makes me
improve in that sport and that
makes me better at them. Believ-
ing has expanded my imagination
making me more creative. It has
made me wonder about many
things, which expands my knowl-
edge and makes me a more intel-
ligent and interesting person. The
best thing believing has done for
me is it made me more high-spir-
ited, which really makes my life
easier and less stressful. Believing
has made me believe that I can do
things that I thought I could not
do. If you start to believe it will
help you in so many ways just like
it did for me, I just know it will.
Give yourself a chance to believe.

Samantha Devers, Grade 12, Oacrest School

Gift of Believing

In Giving
I Received

Soldiers
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Our services include:
• Comprehensive Eye Examinations

• Soft Disposable and Gas Permeable Contact fittings

• Specialty Bifocal Contact fittings

• Laser Vision correction: Pre/post op. Care

• Emergency eye care (eye infections/trauma etc.)

Optometrists
(703) 759-0061

9909 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls VA
@ the Village Centre

Exceptional Eye Care is just around the corner!

By: Clayton Kennedy

Cooper Middle School, 8
th

Grade

I
s your hero Superman,
Batman, or even
Spiderman? Well mine
isn’t, my hero is someone

that was very close to me. He was
always there for me, he comforted
me when I was down, and made
me laugh to help me feel better.
My hero doesn’t have super pow-
ers because he is my grandfather.

Now I’ll tell you a little some-
thing about my grandfather. He
was born in North Carolina
around 1925. He lived through
the Great Depression with no
hardship because he lived on a
farm and they had all they
needed. As soon as World War II
started my granddad was still in
high school. But as soon as he was
old enough to go to war he went
to the recruiter and came out a
United States Marine. He was
soon shipped of to Parris Island
for the most excruciating training
in our great country’s armed
forces. He said it was tough but
he made it through and as soon
as he was done with his training
the Japanese surrendered and my

granddad never saw the heat of
battle. He stayed in the Marines
for two more years then went to
NC State. After that he went to
work for the state until he retired.
He was also in the Army Reserve
until he had his first heart attack.
He then retired as a colonel.

My grandfather was a good
man. He worked for what he
wanted and never took no as an
answer. I always remember my
grandfather being nice and kind
and never being angry not even
once. I will always remember the
way that his pipe smelled as he
walked up to our front steps. He
even watched Batman with me
when he was in the hospital for
the last time. He always let me up
onto his hospital bed and made
sure that we were watching
Batman because I was obsessed
with Batman when I was 6. I
couldn’t believe it when my mom
told me that I would never see him
again. I remember the folding of
the flag and the shooting of the
guns in salute of my grandfather.
My grandfather was a role model,
a leader, and a great man. He will
always be remembered and never
forgotten. This is the story of my
hero.

My Hero
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Small Classes-Individual Attention
Children, Teens, Adults-Workshops

Continuous Enrollment

Now Enrolling for Summer Program 2009

7 0 3 - 2 5 5 - 9 0 7 57 0 3 - 2 5 5 - 9 0 7 57 0 3 - 2 5 5 - 9 0 7 57 0 3 - 2 5 5 - 9 0 7 5
For a Brochure, Call

2020 Adams Hill Road, Vienna
Email: hunforestart@aol.com

HUNTER FOREST
School of FINE ART

HUNTER FOREST

lake anne plaza • reston, virginia
(703) 437-7730

tuesday - saturday 10-5
www.smallchangeconsignments.com

1/2 price winter sale
starts sat. jan 3rd

@10 AM !
on clothes, shoes, books, videos and toys

for babies – teens and mothers-to-be

Since 1981

45OFF
Any Complete

Refinishing Project$
HOLIDAY CHEER! America’s preferred refinisher

since 1979!

Don’t Replace It -

Refinish it!

Completely restore your

BATHTUBS
WALL TILES OR COUNTERTOPS

to just like new for up to 75% less than replacing!

Miracle Method®

SURFACE RESTORATION

www.MiracleMethod.com

Offer good through Jan. 31, 2009 Call today for a free estimate.

703-738-4801

By Grant Grieco

Cooper Middle School,

8
th

 grade

W
ho is your hero? Do
you have more than
one hero? Why is he/

she your hero? My hero is one of
my best friends ever. Peter Choo!
Peter Choo was diagnosed with
neuroblastoma at the age of two
in 1997. Neuroblastoma is a form
of cancer that forms in your nerve
tissue. It usually begins in your
early childhood which is what it
did in Peter’s life. Peter passed
away from cancer on Sept. 11,
2007. He was 13 years old.

Peter is my hero because no
matter what bad news he got, he
always kept an upbeat attitude. He
influences me to always work hard
just as he did even while he was

diagnosed with cancer. Peter was
always nice and respectful to ev-
eryone he met. He wasn’t at school
very often but when he did come
he was embraced by everyone
around him. Since he couldn’t go
to school because of his cancer a
teacher came to his house and
would teach him all the things that
he missed. This shows how much
he cared about school and his
grades. To me, it also showed that
he never used his cancer as an ex-
cuse to not do something.

Whenever I encounter some-
thing that I don’t want to I think
of Peter and all that he went
through and that is what makes
me work hard. Whenever I play
hockey or any other sport I think
of Peter and I play for him and
work hard for him. Peter influ-
ences me to try my hardest and get

good grades. Whenever I think of
Peter it makes me sad and happy
at the same time. It makes me sad
because he passed away and I’m
never going to see him again un-
less I go to heaven. It also makes
me happy to know he put up a
great fight against cancer even
though he lost. It also makes me
happy to know that he’s in a bet-
ter place now where he is free of
cancer. Maybe, when the time
comes, I will hopefully see him
again up in heaven.

Peter has definitely been one of
the biggest influences of my life.
He will always be in my thoughts
and prayers and maybe in other
people’s thoughts and prayers too.
I will never forget him and he will
always be in my heart. That is why
I chose Peter Choo as my hero.

By Phil Novacki

Cooper Middle School,

8
th

 grade

A
lmost everyone in the
U.S. remembers
Sept.11, 2001. It was a

day that will be remembered for-
ever. On that day, terrorists hi-
jacked four commercial passenger
jet airliners and crashed them pur-
posely. Two of them hit the twin
towers in the World Trade Center
located in New York City. Another
plane hit the Pentagon in Wash-
ington, DC while the final one
crashed in Pennsylvania. It was a
horrid day.

But that is not the Sept. 11 that
I am talking about. It is a long
story but let me start from the be-
ginning. As a boy growing up at
the age of two, Peter Choo, a small
Korean boy was diagnosed with
neuroblastoma, a type of cancer.
But Peter didn’t let this stop him.
Peter went to school at Great Falls

Elementary until third grade. That
was when he was moved to Colvin
Run Elementary school. I myself
met Peter when we were in fifth
grade. Ever since then we re-
mained good friends. Since Peter
had cancer, he would miss much
of the school year. Whenever he
was at school he would always be
very happy and never get in
trouble. Everyone in Colvin Run
knew Peter. Whenever they saw
him they would give him high
fives. On sixth grade graduation,
I remember hearing his name
called for the diplomas and people
cheering louder than ever. I also
remember seeing adults crying
tears of joy. Mrs. Choo, Peter’s
mom, was one of these adults.

The next year was seventh
grade. I was looking forward to
seeing Peter at Cooper. But unfor-

tunately, on Sept. 11, Peter passed
away due to his cancer. I remem-
ber when my friend called me to
tell me this. I was nearly crying
and I couldn’t finish my home-
work. My family did their best to
try to make me feel better. The fol-
lowing weekend, there was a fu-
neral service in honor of Peter. I
remember seeing almost everyone
from Colvin Run. Most of the
people there were crying. Fortu-
nately, I was able to keep my tears
in. It was a wonderful service, but
it made me miss Peter even more.

About a month after the funeral,
some parents that knew the Choo
family decided to organize a 5K
run. The results were great. Almost
everybody I remember from Colvin
Run was there. They even decided
to make it an annual event. I de-
cided that I will go every year in
honor of Peter. I hope that one day;
we will find a cure for cancer so
no one will have to go through
what Peter went through.

Elizabeth Lent, Grade 12, Oacrest School

September 11, 2007

My Hero

Remembering Peter Choo
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Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 9-6
Wed: 9-5 • Sat: 10-3

703-471-7120

Authorized Agent of

Around the corner from the Ice House  •  Across the street from the Fire Station
Same block as Jimmy’s Tavern

681 Spring Street, Herndon  •  Under same ownership for 45 years

Same Location Since 1969

All work done by our Employees

Horizon Collection Carpet
from Mohawk

Select Xtra Life Carpet
Continuous Filament Nylon

$2.11 Sq. Ft. Installed
w 6lb Pad

Semi-Gloss Solid
Hardwood Flooring

$4.99 Sq. Ft.
Plus labor

Franklin Collection

21/4” wide by 3/4”thick,
20 year warranty

703-691-7999

Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

Lake Anne Nursery Kindergarten

Discover the LANK Advantage

LANK is dedicated to providing top
quality Preschool, Pre-K, and Full Day
Kindergarten education in a caring and

stimulating environment.

12021 North Shore Drive,
Reston

703.437.0035
www.lankschool.com

9th– 9:30 am & 1:30 pm
10th– 10 am* to 12 noon
12th– 9:30 am & 1:30 pm
14th– 9:30 am & 1:30 pm
22nd– 9:30 am & 1:30 pm
29th– 9:30 am & 1:30 pm

OPEN HOUSE
Call Ahead to Schedule

January

Kindergarten Information Session
January 16th – 10 AM

By Harris N. LaTeef

6th Grade,

Great Falls Elementary

The day I found the magic ring
was just like any other summer
day. School had just been let out
and I was on my first fishing trip
of the summer. It was a hot and
slow day. I did not catch anything

all afternoon. Just when I was
thinking of putting away my fish-
ing gear a huge largemouth bass
was nibbling at my bait. I pulled
the line in as quickly as I could,
took the hook out of its mouth, put
the fish in the bucket and went
home.

When I showed my mother what
I caught she was amazed. She took

the fish into the kitchen to prepare
to cook it. Then she called me over
and showed me a ring she had
found in the fish’s stomach. Wash-
ing the ring off she gave it to me
and said, “You caught this fish so
whatever is inside it is yours.”

The next morning I woke up and
discovered a blue button had

By Kate Ray

Cooper Middle School,

8th Grade

I was thirteen years old when it
happened. The world just seemed
to stop spinning and everything
that I had worked for was going
to fall off the planet. I was left with
nothing. It was the end. I was sure
my life here on earth would be
over in a matter of seconds.

My mom passed away. October
2008. It just didn’t sink in. I didn’t
want it to. I fought off the pain for
weeks. I was trying to hide what
happened in the back of my mind,
but eventually it overtook me. My
mom stole my life. It was hard to
be happy. I had to force myself to
put a smile on and go to school
each morning. It was the hardest
thing I ever had to go through in
my life. I don’t know what will
come in the future, but I was sure

that this was the worst; the worst
thing to happen to me, the worst
thing that could happen to anyone.

If it wasn’t for my friends, my
dad and my sister I wouldn’t know
what to do with myself. Some days
I wish I could go to bed at night
and never have to wake up. I wish
I wouldn’t have to see the sun ris-
ing everyday. Sometimes, I
thought that if the darkness would
just suck everything up, I wouldn’t
be able to feel the sadness. The
pain takes over me and I can’t
think of anything else, if it wasn’t
for my family and the people that
I care about, I would be jumping
off a bridge right now.

I knew, in the back of my head,
that I had to keep going with my
life. My mom didn’t want me to
be like this; hiding from the world,
my friends, being afraid of myself,
being afraid of her. She wanted
me—and my family to keep going,

to live our life, and to live it to the
fullest.

It’s hard to do that though; I
mean, she left me and my family
and she left me with nothing. My
mom was the strongest person I
ever knew. She battled cancer for
four years. She fought it off for a
long time, and she knew—I know
that she knew—that eventually
the end would come for her. One
person could only fight off cancer
for so long and her time was up.

It’s been almost two months
since she passed on Oct.14 and I’ve
realized that she didn’t leave me
with nothing. I’ve gotten through
this. I’m happy. Some people are
sad for months, even years, but not
me. She gave me her strength. I
got her strength to help me
through the rough times.  I’m sad
that she left, but I’m glad that I
got her strength. So, it’s sad story,
but not a sad ending.

It’s a Sad Story, Not a Sad Ending

A Not So Tough Decision

See Decision,  Page 14

Build Your
Community

Support Your
Local Businesses.

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Pediatric & General
Dentistry

Dental Care with
The Gentle Touch!

NEW! LASER procedure for fillings.
Many pediatric patients can be

treated without novocaine!

Children love our
entertainment

center with
video games.

Howard Mitnick, DDS
Nooshin Monajemy, DDS

Heidi Herbst, DDS, FAAPD
21475 Ridgetop Circle, Sterling, VA

703-444-3710
www.sterlingVAsmiles.com

•Bleaching   •Special Needs Patients
•Nitrous Oxide   •Cosmetic Restorations 
•Invisalign   •IV Sedation Available

Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries

Children’s Gallery

Ava Benton, Kindergarten,
Learning Fun School

Aparna Nanduru, Grade 3,
Learning Fun School

Georgia B.,
1st grade, Colvin Run
Elementary School Anika, Village Green Day School, Great Falls
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A.J.   6th grade, Colvin Run Elementary School

Casey, 6th grade, Colvin Run Elementary School

Colvin Run Elementary School

Jake, Village Green Day School, Great Falls Nicholas, Village Green Day School, Great Falls

Forestville Elementary School

Katie Myers, Grade 3, Forestville Elementary School

Jared Burzynski, Grade 5, Forestville Elementary School

Gabby Peker, Grade 1, Forestville Elementary School

Village Green Day School
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• Christening Gowns to Cherish

• Precious Hand-Smocked Dresses

• Accessories to Make you Smile

• Infants to Size Four

Baby Boutique
Heirloom Children’s Apparel

396 Maple Avenue, East, Vienna

703-281-4091
(Next to the Vienna Quilt Shop)

Baby Boutique

Save twice with Home & Auto Discounts.

Call me to see how much you could save when

your insure your home and car with Allstate.

Spiro Souliotis
(703) 481 8210
Souliotis Insurance Agency Inc.
Souliotis@allstate.com

Appointments to fit your schedule

Subject to availiability and qualifications.  The “Cupped Hands” logo is a registered service mark of Allstate

Insurance Company.  Allstate Indemnity Company.  Northbrook, IL  ©  2007 Allstate Insurance Company.

popped up from the ring over
night. The ring was made of bright
shining gold with red rubies stud-
ded around the perimeter of the
surface.

I couldn’t resist pushing the but-
ton and so I did. Suddenly a deep
voice said, “Congratulations, mas-
ter, you are awarded three
wishes!”

“Three what?” I replied.
“Three wishes. Anything you

desire is yours.”
I was flabbergasted. Then I

thought about the great things I
could do with this ring. I could end
world hunger, stop wars, and give
every homeless person a house.
But then some greedy thoughts
crept into my head.

The following day I made my
decision. I would split my wishes.
I would have two unselfish wishes
and one greedy wish. Then I had
another thought. I thought how
happy I was with my life. It was
just how I wanted it to be and if I
were tempted to use the ring my
life would never be the same.
What if I lose my friends? What if
I don’t have my family?

I went down to the river. I knew
what I had to do. I made one wish.
I wished that I would catch some
fish. Then I tossed the ring with
all my might into the river.

From Page 9

Decision
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www.gstephendulaney.com

Warmer Beach Waters Worth the DriveWarmer Beach Waters Worth the Drive
Explore golf passion at more than 100 courses

Call Carly or David, 336-282-1870

Whether looking for an investment property with excellent
rental history, a vacation home on an unique island,

or a little bit of both, this is the house for you.

Drive a couple hours south of the Outer Banks and discover ocean breezes
and soothing golf for months longer at quiet, quaint Sunset Beach, NC,
located just across the state line and 30 minutes’ drive time from the
airport in busy Myrtle Beach, SC. Furnished 3 or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000.
Newly remodeled, bright and airy single family, beach island home on a
secluded area of the island surrounded by views of the canal, marsh and
ocean inlet. Sit on one of the newly built front porches (1 screened) and
capture a gorgeous sunrise with your morning coffee or unwind with friends
in the evening on the back deck and experience stunning sunset views.

What I love more than anything else in
the world is to write. To put my fingers to
the keys and just type out a story, or an
article, or anything—words that people can
read and feel something, whether it’s plea-
sure or sadness. I’ve always dreamed of see-
ing my name in print. I’ve read numerous
books (like Chicken Soup for the Soul)
where kids like me can write about their
life and who they are and their experiences,

and they are the kind of pieces
that make you think: “Wow,
this is touching. I’ll never for-
get this child’s story.” And that
is when, despite all my aspira-
tions, my heart begins to sink.

Nothing profound has ever
happened in my life. I’ve never had a fatal
disease (I’ve never even broken a bone!),
my parents are totally normal, and I’ve
never had a meaningful conversation with
a World War Two veteran or anything like
that. I’ve had a very nice, quiet life, with-
out strife. I go to church every Sunday, I
have two sisters who are in equal parts my
best friends and my worst enemies, my fa-
vorite subjects are English and Journalism,
and the rest, as they say, is history.

So when I was assigned to write a per-
sonal essay to be published in a real news-
paper, and to make it “powerful” I didn’t
really know what to write. I sat, wonder-
ing. Hmmm…which stimulating part of my
life should I detail? Perhaps what I had for
breakfast this morning? What could I write
that would possibly warm hearts this holi-
day season?

Celebrate Normalcy—Most People Don’t

Cooper

Middle

School

And then I realized. Meaning doesn’t have
to be found in misfortune. In fact, quite the
opposite: if you are like me, then that could
actually send a message in itself. I could
think that my life is dull and boring, but
what I haven’t realized is that my life is not
normal. Not for the world, not even for
America. In fact, I am probably one of the
luckiest, happiest girls in the world. And
that’s something worth writing about.

So, without further ado, the lessons I have
learned in 2008 and every previous year are:
the greatest gifts we can ever get are love
and hope. If you have both these things,
don’t take them for granted. Give thanks.

Count your blessings. Treat everyone like
your friend. Don’t agonize over a “normal”
life when you’re sitting in a classroom typ-
ing on a computer, wearing clothes you
could afford to buy. Think about the type
of person you want to be instead. I, for ex-
ample, hereby resolve to be more aware of
the world away from McLean.

What I’m trying to tell myself, and
whoever’s reading this, is that millions of
people would kill to be where I am now. I
have a family that loves me and a pretty
bright future. And that being
well…normal…pretty much rocks.

Meaningful enough for you?

See Thanks  Page 16

Alex Aguilar,
Grade 7,
Oacrest School

I’m thankful for Thanksgiving Day
and my family and friends. I love my
family because they love and care for
me.

—Bridget O., Grade 3

I’m thankful for a family that loves
me, some friends that care for me, and
God’s nice creations: the sun for
warmth, the rain for water and lots
and lots of trees.

—Theresa S, Grade 3

I’m thankful for food, water, shel-
ter, football games, and the sound of
sports. Also for my teacher, Mrs. Bow-
ers, and my school. I think you’re the
best, Jesus. Thank you, Mary. Thank
you, God.

—Jack G., Grade 3

I’m thankful for my family because
they all love me. I’m thankful for my
food and drink because they give me
the health I need. I’m also thankful
for my friends because they play with
me.

—Noah S., Grade 3

I’m thankful for…
Our Lady of Good

Counsel School
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Kyle Knight Insurance Agency, Inc.
11736 Bowman Green Dr. • Reston, VA
703-435-2300 • Across from Reston Town Center

Se Habla Español • statefarm.com
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

St. Patrick’s Episcopal Day
School strives to create a
diverse learning community of
students, teachers, and parents
who recognize the infinite
value of every participant as
child of God. We are
committed to developing
character, advancing human
understanding, and promoting
academic excellence in our
students in order to prepare
them to live with integrity,
compassion, and purpose.

Join us for an
Open House,
 Wednesday,

January 14, 2009
9-11 a.m.

Nursery – Grade 8,
co-educational school in

Northwest Washington, DC

RSVP:  202-342-3456
www.stpatsdc.org

We sell Replacement
Water Filters.

FALL SAVINGSFALL SAVINGS

$249
$399

$19995

GSH25JFT

WINTER SAVINGS

GSD2400N

$54900 $99995 $34995 $34995

JBP23DNWW

JVM15400M

WDSR21205

STERLING APPLIANCE
Financing for GE Appliances for qualified applicants. Sterling Appliance

Service Contracts, Sales, Service & Parts Counter on all brands.

STERLING
Rte. 7 & Dranesville Rd.• Giant/McDonald’s Shop. Ctr.

703-450-5453

LEESBURG
Battlefield Shopping Center

703-771-4688

Serving Loudoun & Neighboring Counties for over 30 Years.

SAVINGS ARE IN THE FORECAST

PFSS5NJW

GE ProfileTM Energy Save®

Refrigerator with External
Dispenser

From Page 15

I’m thankful for…
I’m thankful for all of these won-

derful blessings: for my pet fish
Lucky Luigi, and Mario. They have
had long lives which are still go-
ing on. And also for my parents
who care for, love, and help me.
The last, but not my least, for my
family, who spoils me rotten.

—Zack, Grade 3

I’m thankful for a family that
loves me and friends that always
include me. I’m thankful for my

pets who always want to see me
when I come home from school.
And I’m thankful for the green
grass that grows.

—Juliana Callen, Grade 3

I’m thankful for my lemonade.
—Becker S, Kindergarten

I’m thankful for my two fish.
—Isabel W, Kindergarten

I’m thankful for flowers and col-

ors.
—Emma B, Kindergarten

I’m thankful for me.
—Mary T, Kindergarten

I’m thankful for my parents.
—Jack N., Kindergarten

I’m thankful for Dale Earnhardt
Jr.

—Dean V, Kindergarten



Great Falls Connection  ❖  Children’s Connection  ❖  2008 - 2009  ❖  17www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Camp
     Olympia

June 22 - August 28
(2-week minimum)

CO-ED AGES 3 1/2-15  •  INSTRUCTIONAL SPORTS PROGRAM
Horseback Riding • Swimming • Gymnastics

Tennis • Soccer • Basketball • and more

EXTENDED DAY •  DOOR-TO-DOOR TRANSPORTATION

YEAR ROUND HORSEBACK RIDING

301-926-9281
5511 Muncaster Mill Road

Rockville, MD 20855
www.camp-olympia.com

Open Houses
Saturday, Jan. 10, 31 & Feb. 7

Spring Break Camp - April 6-10 & April 13-17
Mini Camp - June 17-19

SUMMER DAY CAMP

Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church ... 703-757-8134
Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075

Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516
First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525

The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400

New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828
St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
Dunn Loring United Methodist ... 703-573-5386
Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233
Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594

Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700
Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680

Non-Denominational
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ... 703-560-6336

Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577
Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian Fellowship ... 703-242-9001

Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ... 703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...  703-281-4230

Unity
Unity of Fairfax ... 703-281-1767

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your
Faith Community

call Karen at:
(703) 917-6468

b

b

New student Applications for Enrollment for Fall 2009
Due by Monday, February 2nd

Visit our web page: www.gfump.org

GREAT FALLS UNITED METHODIST PRESCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE DATES:

January 26th and January 30th

• Classes for 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, Pre K
• Morning and afternoon half-day sessions
• Highly experienced and qualified teachers
• Low student-teacher ratio
• Children’s chapel
• Music
• Creative Movement
• Lunch-bunch option
• Summer camp

Call for an
Appointment

(703) 759-2432

O
nce there lived two
friends named Jack
and Joe in a small
town. Jack slapped

Joe one day for some reason and
immediately Joe wrote on sand,
“Today, my best friend slapped me
on my face”. A few days later Jack
rescued Joe from drowning and
this time Joe carved on stone, “To-
day, my best friend saved my life”.

Jack was puzzled and he asked
Joe the reason behind writing on
sa,when you slapped me I wanted
the incident to be erased by the
wind of forgiveness and hence
wrote it on sand, today when you
saved my life I wanted to remem-
ber this forever and hence I carved
it on stone so no wind can erase
it”. This left Jack speechless.

Don’t you think this world
would be a better place to live if
we all learned to forgive our
friends like Joe did and remem-
ber only the good things that hap-
pen to us?

—Nigam Kadambi,

3
rd

 Grade,

Learning Fun School

Sand and
Stone
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Letters from Forestville Elementary
Forestville Elementary School

From Page 5

decide what I want most. I also
learned about opportunity costs.
My opportunity cost is the
Manningham and Henne 07 Capi-
tal One Bowl jerseys. I want a
Mario Manningham 2006 Rose
Bowl jersey. I want it, but they’re
scarce, and they have a high cost.
I also want a Chad Henne jersey
(2006 Rose Bowl). I’d also like a
Tiger Woods 09 X-box 360 game
(medium cost and availability).

I have been very helpful, caring,
and very nice. I have helped
people do work quietly this year.

—Austin Hanley

 Hi Santa! How are you doing?
I’m doing great! I’ve been very
good this year. I gave socks to the
people who had none, I gave two
cans of food to charity, and I was
helping with some stuff when I
could have been doing other stuff.
Now I see your elf resources can’t
make all this stuff for me. You’ll
have a scarcity of natural re-
sources! So I’ve some choices to
figure out my opportunity costs.
My choices are a Diamond Castle
with dolls, a Barbie Glamour Styl-
ing Head, Sponge Bob Krusty Krab
Lego set, and the Sandy’s Rocket
Lego set. So I think you’ll have
enough natural resources for my
economic choices. I’ll let you get
back to work now.

— Ava Plante

Dear Santa,
I love your genuine kindness. It

must be super hard to deliver all
those presents. How are you do-
ing Santa? I’m doing fine here in
Virginia. Snow is coming very
soon. I hope your elves are healthy,
so they can make toys for every
human being. This year I would
like one Webkinz, some Bacukgan,
a remote controlled helicopter, a
remote controlled airplane, and a
remote controlled car.

—Bijan Boroumand.

Dear Santa Claus,
This year I’d love so very much

for you to get me a Webkinz
Snowman, a pair of gold earrings,
a Nintendo DS, and a puppy. I
couldn’t decide which one of them
I wanted, so I made a decision
tree. It helped me a lot in choos-
ing my economic choices. When I
finished I ended up having the
Webkinz Snowman. It wasn’t the
best thing to get, but I think the
North Pole might be easier for the
elves to make. That means the pair

of gold earrings, the Nintendo DS,
and the puppy are my opportunity
costs. Besides, I don’t even think
those elves of yours could “make”
a puppy or even get one. I hope
you get the chance to get that new
Webkinz Snowman I’ve wanted!
Thank you!

—Daisy Ng

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? I am doing

fine. I have been working hard in
school, and trying my best to be
good. To decide what I want for
Christmas, I wrote down what I
wanted, made a decision tree, and
decided that my opportunity cost
will be Petz Dog Pack for the
Nintendo DS. My list is a pair of
Uggs, the Bolt video game for
Nintendo DS, and “The Diary of a
Wimpy Kid,” Do-it-Yourself book.

Thank you for using your elf re-
sources for all the children of the
world. Love,

— Deirdre Price

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? In school

we have been learning about eco-
nomics and I decided to make a
list of presents because there is so
much that I want. But since there
are so many other children in the
world, I’ve decided to shorten it
down with a decision tree. Now I
only want three things. It would
be wonderful if you could get me
Aqua Dots, a Girl Gourmet Cup-
cake Maker, and a fashion designer
DS game. That makes my other
choices my opportunity costs. I
think I deserve them because I get
very good grades, and I try my best
in school. If you can get me those
it would be very nice.

—Isabelle Kadissi

Dear Santa,
I would like an Ipod touch, a

laptop, a gum ball machine, girl
stuff, candy, an American Girl doll,
a Webkinz, and an X-box. I hope
you get me the stuff. Please have
a good time with your elves, and
if you can’t get me the stuff I want,
it’s okay, because I know you might
be busy. I love you.

—Janelle Valenta

Dear Mom and Dad,
I’ve been good all year. I do have

things to work on in life like, I
could raise my grades in school.
Speaking of school, we learned
about economics. I’m about to
teach you something. This
Chanukah I want a specialization
of electronics like a PSP 3,000, an
electric scooter, FIFA Soccer for the
PSP, NCAA Football for the PSP, and
an Ipod player. I made some op-
portunity costs like an Ipod touch,
a new soccer ball, a guinea pig,
and a $30 Itunes gift card. The
things I want are my economic
choices. I hope you are both in a
happy mood, so I can get what I
like. Your son,

— Jared Helman

Dear Santa Claus,
I hope it is not too cold up at

the North Pole. I have been really
good this year. I worked hard in
school. I have been learning about
economics in class. For example,
I’ve learned about resources, inter-
dependence, and specialization.
Here is what I want: a skateboard,
Webkinz Snow man, and a
Webkinz dinosaur. My opportunity
costs are the skate board and the
Webkinz dinosaur. What I abso-
lutely want is a Webkinz

Snowman! I hope you have a
Merry Christmas!

—Lindsey Gries

Dear Santa,
How are you? Good I hope. For

Christmas I would like to have a
Zoe 101 DS game. I think I deserve
it because I’ve tried my best in
school and I’ve been nice. I would
also like a High School Musical
boxed CD set and a pink digital
camera. I also wanted a Hannah
Montana CD, “Diary of a Wimpy
Kid,” and the Hannah Montana
Sing It game, but I decided to
make them my opportunity costs
because I want the others more.
Your elf,

—Haley Lobsenz

Dear Santa,
Hi, how are you? Are you hav-

ing fun packing at the North Pole?
I decided from my decision tree
the things that I want are some
American Girl doll pink pajamas
with the matching slippers that go
with the pajamas. I’d also like an
American Girl doll suitcase, an I.
M. me, and a guitar with a strap.
Out of my decision tree my oppor-
tunity cost is an Easy Bake Oven.

How are your reindeer? How’s
everything at the North Pole? Are
you getting ready to take a sleigh
ride? By the way, I really liked my
gifts last year, and I know I’m go-
ing to like them this year. I’ve been
really good! I help out by doing
my chores and by listening to my
parents. My mom agrees that I’ve
been really good!

PS: Merry Christmas!

—Lucy Breiseth

Dear Santa,
How is it at the North Pole? How

cold is it there? I’ve been a good
boy this year. My friends and I like
having nerf wars, so I would like
a nerf gun called the Nerf Vulcan.

This year I made a decision tree
to decide what I really want. Since
there were a lot of Civil War battles
near my house, I would like a
metal detector to find the bullets.

How have your elves been this
year? Have they been good? I’d
also really like this cool X-box
game called Battlefront 2 (it’s a
Star Wars game). There’s one last
thing I want, and it’s really cool!
They’re called Tech Decks. They’re
little skateboards. They’re really
cool, and they’d be even cooler
with some ramps!

—Mark Drasbek

Dear Santa,
I know how hard it is to bring

all of the goods here, so I made a
decision tree to figure out my op-
portunity costs, so that I can tell
you what I want the most. To de-
cide, I thought about the cost, how
much I want the item, and its
availability.

I want an X-box, a PSP, and Star
Wars, the Clone Wars game to be
my presents for Christmas. My
opportunity costs are going to be
a guitar and an Ipod touch. I didn’t
want to make a lot of presents be-
cause other people have wants
too.

I hope you’re good with my
Christmas list, and I hope you’re
doing very well because I’m doing
great, because you’re the best
Santa! I hope your Christmas is
excellent. Have a Happy Christ-
mas.

—Pranav Puritipati
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Dear Author …
Letters from Spring Hill Elementary School fifth-graders.
Dear John Grogan,

Have you cried listening
to something, because it
was so heartwarming? You
felt as if you knew them all
your life. That is how I felt
when I read “Marley, A Dog
Like No Other.”

I have a labradoodle; he
is a super dog to us. He
pulled our family together
just like Marley. It touched
my heart about how loyal
this dog was and to think
he searched everywhere in
search of his owner.

Marlely taught me that
the loyalty between a dog
and its master could be bro-
ken. He taught me that ev-
eryone is special and has a
purpose on Earth. Thank
you for writing Marley.

—Katie Zechman

Dear Elise Broach,
I am writing this letter after read-

ing your book, “Shakespeare’s Se-
cret,” because it connected to me
in many ways. Reading this story
took me back to one of the most
significant experiences of my life.

This book describes Hero’s ex-
periences of moving to a new
place. Three years ago, I moved
with my family from Bakersfield,
Calif. to McLean, Va. Reading
about her move, meeting new
people, going to new places, and
adjusting made me relive every-
thing I went through. I can still
remember the feelings I had when
I found out that I was going to
move—the excitement about go-
ing to a new place, the sadness of
leaving a place too wonderful for
words, and all the mixed emo-
tions.

The city of Bakersfield is very
close to my heart. The years I had
lived there were “happy golden
years.” But since I have moved, I
have changed. Hero also changed
as she moved. Meeting new

people, going to new places, and
adjusting have been rich experi-
ences for me. Change is always
necessary.

By reading “Shakespeare’s Se-
cret” and connecting with Hero,
I have adjusted even better to
my move. It was wonderful to
feel so connected with the main
character.

—Ananya Suri

Dear Gordon Korman,
Until about last year, I have been

handling school with ease. But
then, more and more work and
stress piled on; peer pressure,
schoolwork, sports, etc. It’s like
juggling balls; you need to keep
them up and go in a steady pace. I
always felt like I had to keep it at
a perfect rhythm. Until “No More
Dead Dogs” came along.

When I read your book, I saw
myself in Mr. Fogelman. We both
shared similar stresses, and didn’t
know what to do. Then, when I
started 5th grade, more and more
balls were thrown into the cycle. I
thought to myself, “I didn’t think I

can do all of this per-
fectly.” After I read
your book, I learned
that sometimes, it’s
okay to make more
mistakes than we
would want to. Like
Mr. Fogleman, I
learned to “just go
with the flow.”

Now thanks to you
(and Mr. Fogelman), I
can believe in myself
more. Whenever I do
forget my homework,
or do badly on a quiz,
I don’t let it get in my
way. Now, it’s okay to
drop a ball or two once
in a while. Thank you,
and I hope people
learn from your book.

—Jack Posey

Dear Shel Silverstein,
The talking, the humor, and the

animals, how could anyone for-
get? Your poem “The Farmer and
the Queen” gave me the laughs
with the animals. When the farmer
talks to the animals, I think of
myself talking to the cat and won-
der if you do it also, that is, if you
have pets. If you don’t, would you?

My cat is really nice compared
to other cats I know. She knows
when to come or not. When she’s
really cute, I stroke her for a long
time, and just talk to her. Some-
times if she just comes in on a
night when I’m deciding what to
wear for the next day, I ask her
“which one?” and sometimes I put
an outfit in front of her and her
meow sounds like a no! Even
though she can’t talk to me, I un-
derstand her in someway.

I hope that most cats are as lov-
ing, gentle, and kind as her. Plus
if you don’t have a pet, get one. It
brings out a whole new level of
creativity and imagination (a nice
quiet pet that is not that loud (just
not fish).

—Pritha Sandell

Linda Maldonado, Spring Hill Elementary
School, 6th Grade
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By Lauren LaTeef

 Great Falls Elementary,

Grade 4

I
 have been taking piano les
sons for almost two years. I
started when I was 7 years
old. My piano teacher Miss

Lola is very nice. Not too long ago
Miss Lola shocked me. She said I
was ready to play Mozart’s Fanta-
sia in D Minor! She said that she
played that in high school when
she attended a music conservatory
in Russia. I reminded Miss Lola
that I was only 9. She said that
doesn’t matter, “I think you are
ready to play this piece.”

When I first looked at the music
for Fantasia in D Minor I thought it
was way too hard. It was ten pages
long and there were a lot of chords.
I don’t like to play chords because
you have to play three to six notes
at the same time. Also some parts
of the music you have to play pi-
ano, which is soft and slow and
other parts you have to play forte,
which is loud and fast, and there

Aaraj D. Vij

Grade 2, Learning Fun School

I often say “wow”,
When I think about my five

senses.
The magic of my eyes to enjoy

sunlight,
Seven colors of rainbow shining

bright.
I can see my friend and hold his

hand,
I like to watch the butterfly on

flower land.
The power of my nose,
To smell a morning red rose.
I love to sniff fresh baked good-

ies,
Apple pies and yummy choco-

late chip cookies.
My soft skin can feel,
My dad’s hug and mom’s kiss,
The softness of my blue velvet

Wow

Aaraj D. Vij, Grade 2,
Learning Fun School

Lauren LaTeef, Grade 4, Great Falls Elementary School

Fantasia in D Minor

are a lot of rests and foot pedal
work. It is a hard piece to play.

Miss Lola told me that if I prac-
ticed everyday it wouldn’t be so
hard. So everyday after school for
a long time I worked on a line at a
time from the score and practiced
over and over. One day Miss Lola
came early and sat down with my
mom and asked her if I could play
Fantasia in D Minor at a church to
raise money for orphans. My mom
asked if I wanted to. I didn’t want
to disappoint Miss Lola so I said

yes but I was really scared.
When I went to perform at the

church, Miss Lola said there were
over 600 people in the audience.
After I finished playing everyone
clapped. One boy in the front row
said in a very loud voice, “Wow she
is really awesome!” All I could think
was how happy I was that just by
playing Mozart’s Fantasia in D Mi-
nor I could help keep children warm
this winter. I think it was worth all
the time I spent practicing.

blankie,
Always makes me ticklish and

comfy.
My sharp ears help me hear
The plop of raindrops,
Chirping birds, buzzing bees,
And the music of my snare drum

beats.
Have you ever heard your own

echo?
I tried at Luray and it came back

so.
Do you know my tongue has

millions of taste buds?
To taste fruits sweet and sour,
Honey from bees,
Mangoes from trees.
A variety of cheese,
Mild or sharp, as I please.
I can taste and tell many flavors,
Sweet, sour, salty,
Bitter, spicy or tangy.
So it is no surprise I cannot stop

saying “Wow”
And I am sure you feel the same

way now.
If you are wondering how I

made the right guess,
That was my sixth sense at its

best!
Wow!!!

Bradford Spady, 9th Grade, Langley High School

www.connectionnewspapers.com

The Washington Area’s Leading Community Newspapers

1numbernumber

703-821-5050

Reach Your Community

• In home-delivered
circulation

• In readership
• In award-winning

local news
• In results for

advertisers
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:
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703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

15 Getaways

Enjoy warm beach waters 
past Labor Day

Extend your beach season 
into the fall with soothing 
and warmer ocean waters 
at this Sunset Beach, NC 
vacation home. Furnished 3 
or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. 
Newly remodeled, bright 
and airy beach island home 
on a secluded area of the is-
land surrounded by views of 
the canal, marsh and ocean 
inlet. Sit on one of the newly 
built front porches (1 
screened) and capture a 
gorgeous sunrise with your 
morning coffee or unwind 
with friends in the evening 
on the back deck and experi-
ence stunning sunset views. 
Whether you're looking for 
an investment property with 
excellent rental history, a 
vacation home on a unique 
island, or a little bit of both, 
this is the house for you.

Sunset Beach, a small barri-
er reef island 2 1/2 miles 
long and 1/3 mile wide, is 
quiet and family oriented and 
only 30 minutes from Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. Call 
Carly or David at 336-282-
1870 for more details

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Hard Times of Clarendon, Inc 
HTCLAR Limited Partnership 
trading as Hard Times Cafe, 

3028, Wilson Blvd, Clarendon, 
Arlington, VA 22201-3810. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL for a mixed 
beverage/Beer and Wine on 
Premises license to sell or 

manufacture alcoholic bever-
ages. Richard J. Kelly VP

ABC LICENSE
Wolfish Corp. trading as 

McGinty’s Public House, 3650 
South Glebe Road, suite 170, 

Arlington, VA 22202. The 
above establishment is 

applying to the VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Beer, Wine & 
Mixed Beverages license to 

sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. 

Greg Whelan, Owner/Manager

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

Now! Complete
Print Editions

Online!
The full print editions of all 18

Connection Newspapers are now

available on our Web Site in PDF format,

page by page, identical to our weekly

newsprint editions, including print

advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

EARN PAID TIME OFF!
CNA’s/Companions/Live - Ins 

Needed immediately to  help with  daily 
meals, errands, chores, laundry, etc. 
Flexible schedules - work when you 
want.  Paid training, double time for hol-
idays.    PT/FT.   Call now 703-766-4019.

Experienced & Dynamic RN
If You Want to Become a Partner in the 

Business Expansion of a Home 
Health Care Agency in Fx Co

Call: 703-340-8570

Growing Company Seeks 
P/T Office Assistant/Caregiver Coordinator

Qualified candidates must be 100% reliable, organized, detail orient-
ed, able to multi-task, enjoy working with our senior clients and live 
in the Reston area. This part-time position requires 10-15 hours a 
week. Ideal for mothers w/ school aged children, re-entering the 
work force and the desire to grow with our company. This is NOT a 
good job as a supplement to a full time position. 

Duties may include, but are not limited to:
• Tracking daily caregivers and documenting actual hours worked.
• Scheduling caregivers for assignments; new assignments and 

replacements for vacations or requested time off.
• Receive new caregiver applicants’ information/calls and arrange 

interviews.
• Weekly interviews for prospective Caregivers in our Reston office.
• Attend bi-weekly one-hour staff meeting in Great Falls office
• Receive/field calls for potential new clients and contact our Client 

Liaison via phone and/or email immediately.

24 hour coverage, 7 days a week is needed. Time required each day is 
flexible, but phone coverage thru out the day is necessary. Work from 
home most days, but a computer and cell phone are necessary. Calls 
can be routed to your cell phone for added flexibility.  Compensation 
$12/hour

Please contact Bev Luce @ Anova Senior Kare - 703-621-4825 
X1101 or @ bluce@anovask.com. You can also download an appli-
cation at www.anovask.com.

HOUSE CLEANERS
PT/FT. M-F.  Day work.  Sal. range  $10-14/hr. 
Will train. Car necessary. Call 703-255-0746

Happy Holidays!
Physical Therapists,

Occupational Therapists,
Speech Therapists and RNs

Lighthouse Healthcare will now be serving
the communities of Reston, Herndon, Great

Falls, Vienna and Oakton.
Call 703-550-1400 or e-mail resume to

ejohnson@lhihome.com.
Don’t wait!  This is a great opportunity for

professionals to join a growing home health-
care agency that has a reputation for provid-

ing exceptional patient care and high
employee satisfaction.  We care as much

about you as we do our patients!

Principal Software Engineer
Appian Corporation, Vienna, VA, 
seeks one to propose/work with Ar-
chitects and Engineering Managers 
to design, integrate, and deliver 
new/improved frameworks (inc. 3rd 
party libraries) and properly refactor 
code to utilize them.  Build and test 
critical sections of BPM product. 
Lead team and impart knowledge of 
code, designs and best practices. 
Req: MS in CS/Eng/Math. Mail re-
sumes to Leanne Loveday 8000 
Towers   Crescent   Drive   16th    FL 
Vienna, VA 22182. Ref code CN/PSE

M.C. Dean, Inc. is currently looking for talented
Communication Technicians for large infrastruc-

ture build outs in the MD, VA and DC area.

The Communication Technicians will be responsi-
ble for splicing, testing, terminating and trouble-
shooting copper cable; terminating and testing
fiber optics, grounding and bonding; reading plans
and specifications.

Requirements:

• High School Diploma
• 2-5 years of experience in the

communications industry;
• BICSI Installer certification is a plus.

Qualified candidates should submit their resume to
recruiting@mcdean.com or via fax to 703-463-2904.

SALES REP NEEDED
No Experience Needed

800-517-6989

Software Architect
Appian Corporation, Vienna, VA, seeks 
one to work closely with engineering 
team to ensure proper design and archi-
tectural direction for feature set.  Review 
designs for x-feature interactions and 
adherence to vision and policies.  Build 
and perfect prototypes to produce ele-
gantly written design documents.  Req: 
Bachelors in CS/EE.  Mail resumes to 
Leanne Loveday, 8000 Towers Crescent 
Drive 16th FL, Vienna VA 22182 Ref 
code: CN/SA

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, photog-
raphy, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid. Call
John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or
email internship@connection
newspapers.com

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Asphalt, Concrete and Brick
Residential and Commercial

Resurfacing, Repair, Resealing
Sidewalks, steps, Patios
7AM – 11PM • 7 Days/wk

Check Out my website

Pete’s Driveways
www.PetesDriveways.com

Need to Fix Your
Driveway?

Call 703.582.2110

ASPHALT ASPHALT

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

George Ruben
Electrical & Handyman

Services
Serving No. Va. for 20 Years

703-408-0431
Licensed & Insured

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Bashian American Builders
Professional, Quality 

Home Remodeling & Renovations
*Custom cabinetry and trim,

*Kitchens, *Baths, *Basements,
*Additions, *Handyman services

703-357-2652 / 703-496-7767
No job too small

EMERGENCY 
ROOF REPAIRS

�Gutters �Basement Waterproofing 
�Paint-Interior/Exterior

703-203-7483
Davis Contracting

Refs Avail            (VA Finest) Lic. Ins.

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-803-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@yahoo.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

A&S LANDSCAPING
Fall Cleanup • Planting • Mulching •
Sodding • Patios • Decks • Retaining

Walls • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

Since 1981 VA License
#2705 023803

ROOFING ROOFING

St. Joseph’s Roofing, Inc.
“For the discerning homeowner
   set on getting their roof right”

10% OFF tree removal service
Licensed, Bonded, Insured • Class A #020751A

FREE Estimates! 703-716-7663
1000’s of local references at WWW.SJROOF.COM

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

KITCHEN &
BATH DESIGN

Class A Lic. Insured

Refacing,
Facelifts,

Basements,
Decks, Porches

MichaelsRemodeling.com

703-764-9563
Since 1979 Free Est.

Bigsculpture.org

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

MULCH

OAK FIREWOOD
Full Cord

Guaranteed to Burn
or money back

Beware of truckloads
or racks

 703-327-4224
703-568-8014 cell

Curtis Neil

PAINTING

www.Patriot Painting.net

Deep Winter
Discounts

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PLOUTIS PAINTING
& CONTRACTING

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING
GENERAL CARPENTRY & MORE
OVER 48 YEARS EXPERIENCE

*FREE ESTIMATES
Mention Ad for 10% Discount

703-360-1215
WWW.PLOUTISPAINTING.COM

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

The biggest things are always 
the easiest to do because there 

is no competition.
-William Van Horne



Great Falls Connection  ❖  Children’s Connection  ❖  2008 - 2009  ❖  23www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



24  ❖  Great Falls Connection  ❖  Children’s Connection  ❖  2008 - 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

After Christmas
Sale

30% to  60%Off

Christopher Radko Ornaments

Garlands • Wreaths • Candles

Ribbon • Gifts • Decorations

GKI Lighted Trees

Great Falls Center
9867 Georgetown Pike,

Great Falls, VA
Tel.: 703-759-2825
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