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By Julia O’Donoghue

F
ormer Democratic
National Committee
chair Terry McAuliffe’s
home looks like it was

built with political fundraising in
mind.

McAuliffe, a close advisor of
Bill and Hillary Clinton, has been
soliciting big money for the
Democrats for almost 30 years.

At 23 years old, he became
finance director of former Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter’s 1980 cam-
paign.  Last week, he embarked
on an eight-city tour in Virginia
for Democratic candidate Barack
Obama.

A McLean resident, McAuliffe
also opened up his home to the
Dranesville Democratic Commit-
tee and hosted the local political
party’s annual fall fundraiser
Sept. 29.

The political party bigwig said
he is focused on getting the
Democratic ticket elected this
fall, but there is speculation
McAuliffe, who has never held
elected office, may run for gover-
nor of Virginia in 2009.

THE DEMOCRATIC fundraiser
and his wife Dorothy moved
from Capitol Hill to their cen-
tury-old stone farmhouse off Old
Dominion Drive 17 years ago,
around the time their oldest
child was born.

“We wanted to get a lot of land
so the kids could run around,”

said McAuliffe, who now has five
children.

In addition to a sprawling
backyard, McAuliffe has installed
a pool, guesthouse, Jacuzzi,
tennis and basketball courts on
his property. The couple also

expanded the main house, add-
ing at least two bedrooms and a
modern kitchen.

All of the home additions
match the architectural style of
the original farmhouse. A similar
gray stone was used to build the

stand-alone guesthouse.
But McAuliffe maintained
the 100 year-old wooden
floor and door latches in
the original part of the
house – which includes
his home office.

The family’s architect,

cratic PartyDemocratic Party

Terry McAuliffe has thrown many fundraisers
in the backyard of his McLean home.

At Home with

Photos by Louise Krafft/Connection

 The guest/pool house at the McAuliffe’s.

Dorothy McAuliffe talks with Karen and Dan DuVal.

Party host Terry McAuliffe.

See McAuliffe,  Page 6
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ing

Wildwood lamp at Pamela Wright
Interiors, 4600A Lee Highway,

Arlington

Cherry with black glaze
wine cabinet by K&H
Cabinets.  One of the
many possibilities in

kitchen design at Kitchen
& Bath Factory Inc., 4624

Lee Highway, Arlington

The Pig Pen Clay Pot
and cookbook.  Great
for slow cooking soups
and stews. Available at

The Falls Hardware,
9912-A Georgetown Pike,

Great Falls.

Boxwood
topiary and
kissing balls at
Random
Harvest, 4522
Lee Highway,
Arlington.

Photos by Louise Krafft
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12266 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852
240-221-0078
Located in Federal Plaza

NOW HIRING



Sold: Million-dollar Homes

❖ 1111 19 ST N #2901/2 (4 BR, 4 FB, 1 HB) sold for $5,300,000 on Aug. 30
❖ 1111 19 ST N #2501 (3 BR, 3 FB, 1 HB) sold for $2,324,800 on Aug. 30
❖ 3534 SOMERSET ST N (6 BR, 8 FB) sold for $2,038,000 on Aug. 12
❖ 1600 CLARENDON BLVD #W308 (3 BR, 3 FB) sold for $1,795,000 on Aug. 01
❖ 1708 HUNTINGTON ST (5 BR, 5 FB, 2 HB sold for $1,655,000 on Aug. 07
❖ 4746 34TH RD N (6 BR, 5 FB) sold for $1,625,000 on Aug. 22
❖ 2334 VERMONT ST N (6 BR, 6 FB, 1 HB) sold for $1,625,000 on Aug. 29
❖ 1600 CLARENDON BLVD #M603 (2 BR, 2 FB, 1 HB) sold for $1,601,000 on Aug. 18
❖ 3101 TRINIDAD ST N (5 BR, 4 FB, 1 HB) sold for $1,564,000 on Aug. 29
❖ 1201 NASH ST N #503 (2 BR, 2 FB, 1 HB) sold for $1,425,000 on Aug. 13
❖ 4800 OLD DOMINION DR (5 BR, 4 FB, 2 HB) sold for $1,400,000 on Aug. 15
❖ 2123 21ST RD N (3 BR, 4 FB, 1 HB) sold for $1,325,000 on Aug. 22
❖ 708 EDGEWOOD ST N (5 BR, 3 FB, 1 HB) sold for $1,320,000 on Aug. 22
❖ 2351 LINCOLN ST N (5 BR, 4 FB, 1 HB) sold for $1,300,000 on Aug. 22
❖ 1701 TAYLOR ST (5 BR, 3 FB, 1 HB) sold for $1,298,000 on Aug. 15
❖ 4827 26TH ST N (4 BR, 4 FB, 1 HB) sold for $1,280,000 on Aug. 21
❖ 2714 KEY BLVD (3 BR, 2 FB, 2 HB) sold for $1,257,505 on Aug. 21
❖ 1205 JACKSON ST N (5 BR, 4 FB, 1 HB) sold for $1,250,000 on Aug. 28
❖ 1900 QUEBEC ST (5 BR, 4 FB, 1 HB) sold for $1,130,000 on Aug. 07
❖ 3301 HARRISON ST N (5 BR, 5 FB) sold for $1,130,000 on Aug. 22
❖ 6604 24TH RD N (5 BR, 4 FB, 1 HB) sold for $1,100,000 on Aug. 15
❖ 2018 OAKLAND ST N (5 BR, 3 FB, 2 HB) sold for $1,080,000 on Aug. 18
❖ 5649 7TH ST N (4 BR, 4 FB, 1 HB) sold for $1,070,000 on Aug. 29

1111 19 Street N #2901/2
sold for $5,300,000 on Aug. 30

(The highest priced sale in the
area for August 2008)

3534 Somerset Street N sold for $2,038,000 on Aug. 12

In Arlington, 23 homes sold for more than $1 million in August:
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Luxury
Step Into

in Every Room

FREE Dustless Sanding
with all wood refinishing work

Dominion Floors, Inc.
Since 1968

2433 N. Harrison Street, Arlington
703.536.4116  dominionfloors.com

Mirage, Kahrs, Bruce, Mercier Hardwoods
Masland, Nourison, Mohawk Carpet & Rugs
DalTile, Marazzi, American Olean Ceramic Tiles
We Also Have A Great Selection of “Green” Products



Bobby Gurney, works on several
large homes in McLean and
attended Catholic University
with McAuliffe, said the political
strategist.

“We went to undergrad to-
gether and had a relationship
from school,” he said.

The home upgrades, particu-
larly the pool area, have made
the McAuliffe’s house ideal for
hosting large parties.

“We mostly entertain outside.
People tend to stay out here”
said McAuliffe, at the
Dranesville Committee party.

The McAuliffes have held
fundraisers in their home for
several candidates, including
Sen. Barack Obama, former Sen.
Tom Daschle, former U.S. Rep.
Dick Gephardt, congressional
candidate Judy Feder and
Fairfax County chairman Gerry
Connolly.

McAuliffe spent most of the
last year raising money for New
York Sen. Hillary Clinton’s
campaign and said they threw
several parties for the former
first lady as well.

“We had a fundraiser for
Hillary that went from 100
people to 500 people. … My
wife could have killed me,” said
MacAuliffe.

McAuliffe
From Page 3

At Home with
At 

Ho
me

 wi
th …

Photos by
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Finnegan finds a
quiet place in the

children’s game room
A painting of an Indian hangs above the fireplace in
McAuliffe’s home office.  The painting was a gift from
his wife Dorothy on the occasion of their marriage.

Samurai warriors
hold vigil at the

doors of the guest/
pool house.

Del. Margi Vanderhye

Terry McAuliffe signs
a book at his desk in
his home office.

A newly added kitchen and family dining area opens out onto the garden and pool.

State Sen. Janet Howell and Chairman of the Fairfax Board of Supervisors Gerry
Connolly, who is running for Congress.

Supervisor Cathy Hudgins, Del. James Scott and Supervisor Sharon Bulova with Nadia
Golding and Paula Larson.

Congressional candidate Judy Feder talks
with Dorothy McAuliffe at the party. Supervisor John Foust talks with Terry McAuliffe.

Ideas? E-mail HomeLifeStyle@ConnectionNewspapers.com Ideas? E-mail HomeLifeStyle@ConnectionNewspapers.com 7
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Ideas? E-mail HomeLifeStyle@ConnectionNewspapers.com

By Donna Manz

E
very personal
need was
considered in
Anh Trinh Mai’s

20-by-32-foot kitchen,
particularly those of her
children.

Along with two refrig-
erators, a six-burner
double oven Wolf stove, a
single-slab granite 5-by-8-
foot island, and architec-
tural detailing, there is
also a stool for little
people to stand on while
preparing croissants, a
television for children’s
programs, floor-level
gliding snack baskets, and
a screened-in sunroom for
semi-al fresco dining.

“I used to do a lot of
cooking and entertaining,”
said Mai.  “Now, I’m getting
back into entertaining,
mostly with visiting family.
We have a lot of extended
family.”

Mai’s kitchen was built by J.P.
Brehony Homes of Vienna, and
designed by Richard Forbes of
Absolute Kitchens. Mai wanted
built-in book shelves, but no desk
area, feeling that a desk would
detract from the family-friendly
environment.  Accent glass
cabinetry shows off a China collec-
tion, and the spice door was cus-
tom-made.

Absolute Kitchens worked closely
with Mai to design a kitchen that
suited the family’s lifestyle.

Finding a one-piece granite slab
took Mai to Frederick, Md. At the
far end of the kitchen, the table
end, is a fireplace.

The twin Subzero refrigerators,
standing sentry on either side of a
doorway,  serve different purposes
within the family.

“My husband thought one refrig-
erator was all we needed.  But I

don’t think one is enough.”
One element that Mai was ada-

mant about was the stove ventila-
tion system, insisting her
Thermador exhaust fan vent to the
outside. The builder, J.P. Brehony,
constructed ductwork along a wall
that channels the sucked-in air to
the outside. “I don’t have cooking
smells in the house  when the
exhaust fan is on,” said Mai.

Mai drew on feng shui influence
when designing her kitchen. The
stove was set in-place on a particu-
lar day and in a particular location.
The home was blessed when com-
pleted. Anh Trinh Mai works in real
estate settlement, her husband, in
technology. Their home in Oakton is
a retreat where all the elements,
from a custom-crafted iron and
wood staircase to jet-stained wood
flooring, were carefully planned
and brought to life.

Off the kitchen, a sunroom con-
nects to an open-air deck, both
overlooking the backyard of their
two-acre parcel of land.

“You need a screened-in porch,”
said Mai. “The kids love to eat in
the sunroom.”

Daughter Maddie loves croissants,
and making them for breakfast is
her specialty. It’s a ritual that takes
place several mornings a week in
the Mai home.

Mai pulls a stepping stool up to
the island and seven-year-old
Maddie unrolls packaged croissant
dough, teaching her five-year-old
brother, Regan, the subtleties of
croissant baking.

“I knew exactly what appliances I
wanted, what cabinets, and even
the hinges,” said Mai. “We wanted
open areas to give the room decora-
tive interest.

“I have young kids. I wanted
something accessible to children.
This kitchen is for them, too.”

Of Kids and Kitchens Oakton home designed
with children in mind.

Anh helps Maddie and Regan break open a package of
croissants.

Gleaming twin Subzero refrigerators are filled with after school
snacks at a level for the children to have easy access.

A single-slab, 5-by-8-foot island anchors Anh Trinh Mai’s 20-by-32-
foot kitchen.

Maddie and Regan prepare a snack
of pigs in a blanket.

Photos by

Louise Krafft/

Connection
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Introducing HomeLifeStyle
A new monthly publication that features the
lifestyle, homes, neighborhoods and people of
the most prestigious and affluent communities in
the Washington, D.C. area, and focuses on home
products and services, family activities, and the
essence of the secret places and shared activities
that makes each of them special.

703-821-5050
Fax 703-917-0997

www.connectionnewspapers.com

A targeted publication of
Publishing

Community Newspapers
Since 1784

Targeted to Suburban Washington’s Leading Communities
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Betty Jane’s Peanut Brittle. Made in Vienna by Betty Jane’s daughter
Bobbie and son-in-law John.  Available at Maison Du Vin, 756
Walker Road, Great Falls and Out of Site Wines, 214 Dominion in
Vienna and online at www.bettyjanessweetdelights.com

Chef Michel Giaon

Chef Michel Giaon creates Parisian
macaroons in 10 classic flavors:
French vanilla, chocolate, lemon,
orange, pistachio, coffee, fresh
mint, passion fruit, raspberry and
caramel a la fleur de sel.
Giaon bakes the pastries in
Arlington and ships them around
the country. Online purchases may
also be picked up locally at the
Artisan Confection Shop on Lee
Highway in Arlington.  For more
information on ordering and
monthly specials visit
www.michelpatisserie.com or call
703-608-0255.
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See Artisan,  Page 11

By David Schultz

I
n a matter of little
more than a de-
cade, coffee has
gone from a wa-

tered-down afterthought,
guzzled with breakfast or
on breaks at work, to a
high-status – and often
high-priced – delicacy.

Jason Andelman thinks
that chocolate will soon
be a part this phenom-
enon of a common com-
modity developing a high-
end market. “It’s definitely
a growing trend,” he said.

Andelman is the owner
of Artisan Confections, a
chocolate shop located in
Arlington on Lee Highway
just west of Glebe Road.
He worked in a number of
Washington-area restau-
rants over the years as a
pastry chef before opening
his own store three years
ago.

Chocolate has been a
lifelong passion for the
Fairfax County native, but
Andelman only began
making chocolates profes-
sionally in 2001. At first
he sold them over the
Internet and to wholesal-
ers. But then, Andelman
saw an opportunity to

chocolate bars and a hot choco-
late mix along with chocolate
covered almonds, butter crunch
and other sweet delights. He
imports his chocolate directly
from France and makes all his
products on site for maximum
freshness.

Reflecting recent chocolate
trends, Andelman said that dark
chocolates rather than milk
chocolates or white chocolates
constitute the majority of his
business.

“I think that’s a new trend in
the last five years,” he said.
“People will come in and say
‘What’s your darkest chocolate?’
… The taste is more indicative of
the actual bean. I think people
like that.”

So far, Artisan Confections is
small. The store only has one
permanent employee other than
Andelman, although it does hire
temporary workers during holi-
day seasons. But Andelman said
that the store’s small-business
feel is what draws customers in.

“People like supporting a local
business,” he said, “If you give
someone an option of coming

Chocolatier Thrives
In Arlington

Ancho Chili chocolates and released from the molds and set out for packaging.

An entrepreneurial pastry chef tries to capitalize
on the growing popularity of high-end chocolates.

Lemon Hazelnut, 72%
Bittersweet and Apricot-Tea
above Salted Butter
Caramel, Cinnamon Honey
and Irish Coffee.

expand his business.
“There’s not a whole lot of

high-end chocolates [stores] here
in the area,” he said. “That’s one

of the reasons I started the
business. There’s really a market
for this.”

Andelman’s shop sells bonbons,Ch
oco

late
 to 
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Ideas? E-mail HomeLifeStyle@ConnectionNewspapers.com

From Page 10

here or going to
a national chain
they’ll come here,
especially people
in Arlington.”

“That’s what we
always wanted
the business to
be,” he added.
“We didn’t want it
to be a huge
thing. We wanted
to keep it small
and make good
quality stuff. Once
you start getting
too big you lose
your focus.”

Because more
than 90 percent
of Artisan Confec-
tions’ sales are
gift purchases, Andelman said,
his business experiences ebbs
and flows based on the time of
year. “It’s busy from October to
May,” he said. “Summer is pretty
slow.”

But Andelman said that, to a
certain extent, his line of busi-
ness is recession-proof because
many people are willing to spend
money on gifts for other people
even in bad economic times.

And like any good local busi-

Artisan Confections
“There’s really a market for this.”

— Jason Andelman

Jason Andelman of Artisan
Confections measures out
ingredients in the Arlington shop.

A box of chocolates tied with a bow and ready to go home.

nessman, Andelman is working
hard to become acquainted with
his clientele, some of whom can
be classified as genuine
chocoholics, he said.

“The average person is just
someone who lives within a few
miles of the store,” he said.
“[They buy mostly] gift items.
But we do have people who
come in on a regular basis to get
their fix.”

More
Artisan Confections

is located at
4815 Lee Highway,

www.artisanconfections.com.

Chocolate to Take HomePhotos by Louise Krafft/Connection
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Renovations, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Outdoor Spaces,
Basements, Pop-Tops, Additions and “Green” Projects

703-536-0900
5521 Lee Highway, Arlington, VA • www.cookbros.org

Turn Your House Into
Your Dream Home

On Budget…On Time

I really appreciate your efforts. You finished on
time and within budget. Your craftsmanship
exceeded my expectations and your service
was outstanding. You came highly recom-
mended to me and I will recommend Cook
Bros. to everyone. —SJ, Arlington

Proudly Serving Arlington County For Over 20 Years!
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