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W
hen Hawlett Mohammed, 27, ar-
rived home from her job at a
nearby Starbucks, her husband

would make a habit of checking her cell
phone and asking about her whereabouts.
Mesfin Hussin, a 35-year-old taxi dispatcher
at Washington National Airport, had a his-
tory of threatening violence — as in the time

in 2006 when he pulled a
gun on her in a jealous
rage in Ethiopia after he
suspected she had been
cheating on him. By last
summer, after they got
married and moved to the
United States, events had
spiraled out of control.

Shortly before midnight
the evening of June 22,

their troubled marriage culminated in
murder. That’s when Mesfin Hussin went
into a rage after accusing his pregnant
wife of cheating on him with her uncle,
a man who shared a 14th floor West End
apartment with the couple and their 10-
year-old daughter. While the daughter
was watching Nickelodeon in the living
room, Mesfin Hussin strangled his wife
causing hemorrhages in her eyes and
mouth. As she was gasping for breath,

he beat her violently about the head, chin,
jaw and neck with a purple steering-wheel
lock. Then he calmly called 911 to announce
what had happened.

“I killed my wife,” said Hussin in a re-
corded 911 call, which was entered into
evidence at his murder trial this week.

On Tuesday, Circuit Court Judge Nolan
Dawkins found Hussin guilty of second-de

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

I
n a razor-thin victory Tuesday night,
Democrat Charniele Herring narrowly
beat Republican Joe Murray in a spe-
cial election for the 46th District of

the House of Delegates by 16 votes. Yet with
a margin of victory that is below 1 percent,
Republicans have filed petition for recount
with the Alexandria Circuit Court. Mean-
while, the House of
Delegates voted
against seating Her-
ring until the re-
count has con-
cluded.

“There’s a ques-
tion about whether
or not every vote has
been counted,” said Del. Morgan Griffith (R-
8). “As a principle, when you have an elec-
tion this close it’s important that we go back
and look at the process.”

After a contentious 45-minute debate at
the opening session of the General Assem-
bly Wednesday afternoon, the House voted
54-to-41 against accepting the certificate of
election from the State Board of Elections
declaring Herring the winner of the elec

Republicans file
petition to recount;
House refuses to
seat Herring.

Election
Headed
To Recount

T
he Northern Virginia Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta So
rority, Inc. held an Inaugural Re-

ception on Jan. 12 for the residents of the
Annie B. Rose House in Old Town Alexan-
dria. More than 50 residents arrived for an
evening of celebration in honor of the up-

West End Ethiopian man found guilty of second-degree murder.

Mesfin Hussin

Fatal Suspicion

Alexandria Deputy Sheriff
Monique Edwards helps with the
pouring of sparkling cider for
the toast.

Julia Sosa raises her glass. The sorority sisters of the Northern Vir-
ginia Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. treated the
residents to music, dancing, refreshments and a toast to incoming
44th President.

Annie B. Rose resident Joe Lucas holds a photo
that was taken at the party of a facsimile of
Barack Obama and himself.

Jeryl Payne, ELDACT Chair, Northern Virginia
Alumnae Chapter, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
thanks all those who volunteered to make the
reception a success.

coming inauguration of Barack H.
Obama and Joseph R. Biden.

Deborah Walls Foster, President of the
chapter, believes this community service
activity will be “one of the best things we
do all year.” Delta Sigma Theta is a so-
rority founded on serving the community.

Photos by

Louise Krafft/

Gazette Packet

Results
❖ Herring (D):

1,344 votes
❖ Murray (R):

1,328 votes
SOURCE: Virginia State

Board of Elections

Celebrating Obama
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News

See 'Jumbotron',  Page 8

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

A
lexandria officials
are scrambling to
prepare for the

presidential inauguration on
Jan. 20, although the exact
nature of the regional traffic
gridlock expected on that
date has yet to be fully real-
ized. Those who are unable
to make their way across the
river will be able to watch a
broadcast of the ceremony
on a 13-foot-by17-foot
screen that will be set up in
Market Square. Landmark
Mall will be a staging area
for the “presidential inaugu-

ration bus
route,” and
m o t o r i s t s
should expect
the Washing-
ton Parkway
to be closed at
2 a.m. on Jan.
20 north of
Montgomery
Street.

“Basically,
we’re expect-
ing total

gridlock,” said Mayor Bill
Euille, who raised more than
$14,000 in private donations
to install the jumbotron in
Market Square. “If you want
to see the inauguration in
person, you’re going to have
to hoof it.”

Inauguration Day will be a
city holiday, and all city of-
fices will be closed. Yet parts
of the city courthouse will
remain in operation on Tues-
day. Although the Circuit
Court will be closed because
its employees work for the
city, those who work in the

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

W
ant to personally at-
tended next Tuesday’s
inaugural instead of

watching it on television but don’t
know how to get there without
hiking across the 14th street
bridge? How about a leisurely
cruise on the Potomac River with
your own seat in a heated boat
with a warm beverage.

That’s what Alexandria-based
Potomac Riverboat Company is
offering for $50 one way or $90
round trip. Seven of their boats
will be making the crossing be-
tween 6 a.m. and 9:15 a.m. on
Tuesday, Jan. 20. Return trips will
take place from 6 p.m. until 11
p.m.

“We have good safe boats and
excellent crews. It gives people an
alternate route to the city that is
also a very pleasant ride,” said
Potomac Riverboat Company Vice
President Charlotte Hall.

“We have been working on this
since the beginning of December
but the Coast Guard kept saying
no. But, we don’t take no for an
answer,” she said.

“Finally U.S. Coast Guard Cap-
tain Kelley, Captain of the Port,
based in Baltimore, who oversees
this area listened carefully to our
proposal and approved it. But, we
have to have all the boats docked
in the District by 10 a.m. — that’s
when the Coast Guard is closing
the river until after the inaugural
festivities,” Hall said.

All together the company’s
seven boats can transport 3,200
people. Most of the boats will
make the run in an estimated 35
to 40 minutes except for the
Cherry Blossom. It will take ap-
proximately 90 minutes, accord-
ing to Hall. “The Cherry Blossom
is an actual paddle wheel boat and
moves at a much slower speed,”
she said.

All boats will leave from the Al-
exandria docks at the rear of the
Torpedo Factory Art Center and
arrive at the SW Waterfront, Pier
4, 600 Water St., just off Maine
Avenue in the District. At that
point passengers will be approxi

Cruise to
Inaugural
Passengers
have an option
of round-trip or
one-way tickets.

Inauguration in
Market Square

A jumbotron screen at Market
Square will broadcast the presidential
swearing-in ceremony and parade live
in Market Square at the City Hall build-
ing on Jan. 20 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Live entertainment will be provided
from noon to 2:30 p.m.

Gathering
For 44th
President
A “jumbotron”
will be set up at
Market Square.

“Basically,
we’re
expecting
total
gridlock.”

— Mayor
Bill Euille

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette

A line forms on the floor for a chance to dance with Mayor Bill Euille at the
Inaugural Ball.

Inaugural
Celebration

F
riday evening, students,
families and staff at the
William Ramsay Elemen-

tary School in Alexandria were
treated to an Inaugural Ball by
the school PTA. There was danc-
ing, games and activities
throughout the evening. Mayor
Bill Euille and Alexandria
School Board Member Charles
Wilson joined the students and
families for the celebration of
the 44th President of the United
States.

School Board member Charles Wilson leads a group of
students in a line dance.

Carol and Tony Lee and their
son Joshua at the William
Ramsay Inaugural Ball.

Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-917-6431 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Friends and classmates danced throughout the
evening in the school cafeteria.
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News

Getting Ready for Renovations
O

n Saturday morning, Jan. 3, the Boys &
Girls Club board members and volunteers
helped move the final items out of the gym

for the upcoming building renovations.  Sports equip-
ment, furniture, and a collection of items from stor-
age had been listed on Craig’s list for free give-away.
People started arriving at 9 a.m. and by 1 p.m. most
of it was gone.

Club director Jim Almond and Matt
McKinnis discuss the upcoming renova-
tion.

Bishop Ireton junior Jay Green talks with
Kyle Burner.  Green spent the morning
volunteering his time helping move the
extra inventory out of the gym as part of
his community service requirement for
school.

Board member Keith
Burner helps out with the

give-a-way.

The gym at the Boys & Girls Club on N. Payne Street gave
away all of their extra furniture and equipment last
Saturday morning.
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Living Legends

By Sherry Wilson Brown,

Executive Director, Agenda

Alexandria

This is the ninth in a series of profiles that
chronicle Alexandria’s Living Legends, people
who are today’s history makers. Living Leg-
ends of Alexandria is a joint project of the
Rotary Club of Alexandria and the Alexandria
Gazette Packet. Conceived and directed by
Nina Tisara, it is designed as an ongoing
project to identify and honor those individu-
als whose vision and dedication make a
tangible difference to the quality of life in Al-
exandria. For more information or to
nominate a Legend for next year’s program,
visit www.tisaraphoto.com/legends.

A
sk Living Legend Engin
Artemel the right ques-
tions and you can return
to a time when

Alexandria’s waterfront was a very
scary place. The fact that today we
have the luxury of debating how much
open space should be balanced by how
much development stems in large
measure from Artemel’s success in
banishing the scary bits.

He conjures up threatening specters
from the waterfront’s recent past:

Norton Render-
ing Plant, Bogle
Arsenic Plant,
the coal depot in
what is now Wa-
terfront Park or
A t l a n t i c
Richfield test fir-
ing rockets at
Oronoco Bay. In-
stead, today’s
waterfront is a

flourishing center of activity, includ-
ing water-related or dependent uses,
where residents and visitors have ac-
cess to the Potomac via well-loved,
beautifully-maintained parks. And we
have the luxury of public debate about
the future of a safe, vibrant, City-
owned waterfront.

To get here, Alexandria and the Fed-
eral Government had to resolve the
long-simmering issue of who owned
the waterfront. Ever since the Virginia
portion of the District of Columbia was
re-ceded to the state, Virginia has
ended at the water’s edge. But if you
have filled in portions of the river and
built on that fill, to whom does the
new land belong? Artemel was instru-
mental in resolving the Waterfront
Title Suit for a majority of the proper-
ties along the Potomac clearing the
way for providing public access to the
river.

MOST PEOPLE wanted to avoid a Harper’s
Ferry situation where the Park Service
owned and operated the waterfront. So the
City convened all the interested parties with
Artemel taking a leading role. He began by
identifying the areas in which City officials,
property owners, residents and the Park
Service were in agreement which helped
clarify areas of disagreement.

Two things complicated the settlement
issue. First, there was no unanimity on what
the City should do if it owned the land.
People held various views from those who
favored commerce to others who wanted a
continuous band of tree-filled open space.
Eventually, agreement was reached on 10
points such as all streets ending in open
space, the public having access to the wa-
ter and there being space for active and
passive use.

Second, settlement of the suit simply
opened the way for acquisition of the prop-
erties; it did not give the properties to the
City. Artemel led efforts to negotiate acqui-
sition using swaps, donations, even pur-
chase. For example, in exchange for giving
up plans to build three residential towers,
the City traded the surplus Fickling School

site to Watergate and developed Founders
Park. When the CEO of Texaco, a United
Way Board member, announced plans to
donate Texaco’s tank farm at Oronoco Bay
to the United Way, the City asked for a part
of the property donation and created
Oronoco Bay Park. When Virginia Concrete
no longer needed barge traffic to operate,
the City exchanged this waterfront property
to create Waterfront Park. Efforts such as these
achieved a great deal with minimal cost.

WATERFRONTS MATTER to Artemel
who was raised along the Bosporus in
Istanbul, Turkey. It is an area geographically
similar to Alexandria where the Black Sea
and the Mediterranean come together.
There, the waterfront is seen as a unifying
rather than dividing factor.

Artemel left Turkey for school in Califor-
nia where he earned a degree in architec-
ture and worked for a time as an architect.
He began his trek east when he moved to
Kansas to teach at the University of Kan-
sas. With his architectural background, he
also functioned as the campus planner
which inspired him to get a master’s degree
in Urban Planning and another degree in

Civil Engineering. He taught while practic-
ing as a partner in an architectural firm.

Artemel’s first wife Janice was an anthro-
pologist who was developing ties with the
Smithsonian so eventually they moved fur-
ther east to this area. Bud Hart, who nomi-
nated Engin for the Living Legend recogni-
tion, involved Engin in the New America
project in the Eisenhower Valley. This
project was not developed but allowed
Artemel to discover Alexandria and even-
tually led to his being hired as deputy for
long-range planning to Alexandria’s Direc-
tor of Planning and Community Develop-
ment (note the former title) Dave Cooper.
In the mid-1970s, Engin became director, a
position he held until 1984.

During that time, Artemel took a contin-
gent to study waterfronts in Europe. To
Artemel, an important part of the develop-
ment process is educating the public and
decision-makers about the issues. “First,
study the past; then ask for public input.
Bring everyone together to hear from the
experts so the public gets to see the possi-
bilities. Sit down with an educated public
and develop your plans with them.”

TODAY, Artemel and his French second
wife Agnes live on the waterfront with UVA
student John and actively participate in Al-
exandria both as citizens and occasional
advisors. He administers a consulting firm
advising in Alexandria and nearby areas and
around the world in locations such as Rus-
sia, Kazakhstan, and Dubai. Issues include
tourism, housing and, especially, water-
fronts.

He only paused once when asked if he
had any regrets for missed opportunities.
He pondered a moment and then said, “The
Sheraton Hotel is not very welcoming at
street level. They did a good job with their
courtyard but not along the street. Also, the
Sheet Metal Workers building sits too high
above North Fairfax. It’s a good building but
should be lower. The City avoids such prob-
lems today because we have site-planning
tools. We require models that show how
proposed buildings fit into the surrounding
areas.”

What is Artemel most proud of? Surpris-
ingly, it is not a building project. Without
hesitation, Engin said, “Of keeping my fam-
ily together.” Artemel, Agnes and first wife
Janice collaborate occasionally on projects.
Each year, Artemel, Agnes and John spend
Thanksgiving at Janice’s house with their
three daughters, Suzan, Deniz, Sibel, and
their families. That fact offers an insight into
the depth of the skills and abilities Artemel
used to keep the peace and shape compet-
ing views into a successful waterfront plan.

Engin Artemel: Master Consensus-Builder

“First, study
the past; then
ask for public
input.”

— Engin Artemel

Photo by Nina Tisara

Engin Artemel

To have a People Note published in the Gazette-
Packet, send an e-mail to gazette@connection
newspapers or call Rebecca Halik 703-917-6407.
Pictures encouraged.

T.C. Williams High School English teacher
Alexander Duncan III wrote “Bridging the Gap:
The Journey Towards Self-Restoration and Inward
Repair.” It is currently for sale. 703-824-6800.

The Alexandria Economic Development Partner-
ship has a new Board of Directors and the election
of new leadership. Allison Cryor DiNardo, presi-
dent of Carroll Wireless, was elected chair. Lauren
Garcia, co-founder of the Potomac Management
Group, Inc. (PMG), an Alexandria Homeland Se-
curity government contractor, will serve as vice
chair of the AEDP Board of Directors. Charles
Collins, co-founder of BriarTek, Inc., an Alexan-

dria technology company that researches, designs
and manufactures specialty electronics, will serve
as treasurer. All three members of the executive
committee are residents of the City of Alexandria.

In addition to DiNardo, Garcia and Collins, the
2008-2009 AEDP Board of Directors include: Jim
Devlin, RJ Investments, LLC; Jeffrey Finkle,
International Economic Development Council;
Duane Gautier, ARCH Corporations (citizen Di-

rector); Nick Gregory, Kimpton Hotels;
Jonathan Gueverra, Northern Virginia Com-
munity College; Mark Jinks , City of
Alexandria; Horace Jones, Advanced Re-
source Technologies, Inc.; Gregory Leisch,
Delta Associates; Elizabeth Moon, Alexandria
Chamber of Commerce; Scott Price, Virginia
High-Tech Partnership; and David Speck,
Wachovia Securities.

People Notes
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ABC STORE #297...................................703-823-7349
AUTHENTICALLY AMISH.............................703-212-9890
CHIPOTLE ............................................... 703-370-2152
CURVES FOR WOMEN...............................703-751-2500
DUKE CLEANERS ...................................... 703-751-1223
EXXON MOBIL CORPORATION...................703-751-7778
FOXCHASE FLORIST...................................703-370-3602
FOXCHASE PHOTO LAB.............................703-370-3756
H & R BLOCK .........................................703-751-1903
HANA TOKYO STEAKHOUSE & SUSHI BAR .. 703-823-3168
HARRIS TEETER........................................703-461-7082
HONG KONG EXPRESS..............................703-823-8808
JEWELRY DESIGNERS.................................703-370-2993
KITCHEN AND GRANITE EXPO....................703-370-0037
L.A. WEIGHT LOSS CENTER ...................... 703-751-6290
LA CASA RESTAURANT...............................703-370-3600
MY EYE DOCTOR.....................................703-370-7111
NAILS FOXY/EXCEL CORPORATION.............703-739-6245
NEW LOOK SALON...................................703-823-3422
PAUL GIBBERMAN, DDS...........................703-823-6616
PAUL STASIEWICZ, DDS...........................703-751-5052
PNC BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION..........703-504-6234
RITE AID #3662.....................................703-751-4901
SUBWAY SANDWICH SHOP........................703-370-1200
WACHOVIA BANK, VA 9657.....................703-739-3495

Everything You Need…
in One Convenient Place

Duke Street,
just west of Jordan Street in Alexandria

Men’s & Women’s Hair Styling • Permanents &  Coloring
Highlights & Foil • Hair Relaxing &  Straightening

Deep Conditioning • Waxing • Foot Massage Coming Soon

106 N Patrick St. Alexandria, VA 22314 • (703) 535 - 3336

Men’s Barber & Beauty Salon

Men’s Haircut $16.00

Free Beard Trim
Women’s Haircut $20.00

Free Eyebrow or Lip Wax

Grand
Opening
Specials

50% Off all Services
(excluding haircuts)

(offer expires 2•28•09)

30% Off all
Salon Products

(offer expires 2•28•09)

Please mention this ad when you come in

News

ALIVE! Celebrates 40 Years
A

LIVE! (ALexandrians InVolved Ecumeni-
cally) held a reception marking its 40th an-
niversary on Jan. 6 at the Beth El Hebrew
Congregation on Seminary Road.

In 40 years, the organization has grown from par-
ticipation of a little more than a handful of local con-
gregations to nearly 40.  Beth El Rabbi Brett Isserow
gave the invocation and made a presentation to the
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Jim Gordon,
Leslie
Creedon,
Marian Van
Landingham
and past
president of
ALIVE! Gerry
Hebert.

The Rev. Jennifer McKinzie of Christ Church and
the Rev. Lowell Schuetze of Good Shepherd
Lutheran.

Rabbi Brett Isserow of Beth El
gives the invocation.

Rabbi Jack Moline of Agudas Achim with Mayor Bill
Euille and Councilmember’s Tim Lovain and Justin
Wilson.

LIVE! president Diana Day
raises a glass of cider for a
toast to the past and the
future.

president Diana Day and executive director Ken
Naser.

Members of the organization’s Development Coun-
cil announced the launching of the ALIVE! Legacy
Society. Special acknowledgements were made to
ongoing sponsors of ALIVE! programs: Alexandria
Toyota, CAN, HomeAid Northern Virginia, Seyfarth
Shaw, Wiygul Motors, National Milk Producers Fed-
eration, R&B Heating, Gymboree Play & Music and
T.J. Fannon & Sons.
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The Best in Senior Living

703-243-4300
Call Today

• Rents Starting at $950
• All Utilities Included
• And Just Two Blocks from Ballston Metro
• Frost-Free Refrigerator
• Underground Garage Parking
• Spacious Kitchens and Bathrooms
• Wellness Programs
• Full-Time Social Services Coordinator
• Prices are Subject to Change

4300 N. Carlin Springs Road, Arlington, VA 22203

Offering
Starting at 55 years

THE CARLIN

Friday. January 30, 7:00pm-9:00pm:
“Create a Calm Home with Responsible Kids”

Saturday, January 31, 9:00am - 11:00am:
“10 Brain Booster Strategies for Academic Success”

Do you want your children to take responsibility for their
homework, morning routine, and chores?  Ready to calm

your explosive household?  Need help channeling
 defiance and disrespect into internal motivation?  Want

to improve focus, attention, and behavior in school?
Join us for two humorous, practical workshops with

nationally recognized expert Kirk Martin.

First Baptist Church of Alexandria,
2932 King Street • Alexandria, VA 22302

Registration begins December 29th at
www.fbcalexandria.org.

Dinner and childcare available for a small fee.

311 North Washington Street

703.535.7875
www.aidaspaoldtown.comAllure Magazine’s Top Rated Waxer

2006-2007, 2008

Aida Fekir
Professional, Individual

Service in a Private Atmosphere

The Most Advanced Technology in 
Micro-Dermabrasion and Oxygen Therapy

Organic Facials and Peels

Aromatherapy & Lava Stone Massage

Mediterranean, Old Recipe Organic    
Sugar Waxing for the Face & Body

Offering

News

A
lexandria Fire Department
responded to a kitchen fire
at 469 N. Armistead St. at

approximately 11:10 p.m. Mon-
day, Jan. 12. First arriving units en-
countered heavy smoke coming
from the ground floor apartment
and requested a second alarm.

Residents of the affected apart-
ment had escaped prior to the
firefighters’ arrival, according to
Captain Luis Santano, public infor-
mation officer, Alexandria Fire
Department. Fire crews evacuated
the apartment build as a safety
precaution, according to Santano.

Due to the low temperature at
the time of the evacuation, an Al-
exandria Transit Company DASH
bus was used as temporary shel-
ter for evacuees. EMS personnel
transported one person to the hos-
pital with minor injuries.

Residents of two apartment
units were displaced due to fire
and water damage, Santano re-
ported. Building management re-
located the displaced residents.
The local Red Cross chapter also
responded to assist residents.

Apartment
Fire Displaces
Residents
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News

Boats will
be available
to take
spectators
to the
inaugural
festivities
in D.C.

From Page 3

Company Provides Water Crossing
mately one mile from the National Mall and the

closest ticketed gate entrance for the swearing-in
ceremony.

They are also only three blocks from the nearest
Metro Station, Waterfront-SEU on
the Green Line. Each passenger
will receive a map to guide them
around the city, according to Hall.

Tickets went on sale this past
Monday. They can be purchased
on line at
www.InauguralWaterTaxi.com or
in person at Potomac Riverboat’s
booth on the Alexandria dock.

“The reason we are offering both
one way and round trip tickets is because some
people may want to come back early for a variety of
reasons rather than stay over there until 6 p.m. We
can’t return until then because of Coast Guard regu-
lations,” Hall said.

“They can go over with us and come back by Metro
right to the King Street Station. We have made ar-
rangements with all the garages and parking lots in
Old Town so people can drive and park close by,”
she said.

Those garages will be open beginning at 4 a.m.,

according to Hall. “People will need to be checked
out for security reasons before boarding,” she said.

The tickets are timed for various crossings. Each
boat, except the Cherry Blossom, will make two cross-
ings with all boats docked by 10 a.m. at the SW Wa-

terfront docks.
“We have gotten a lot of support

for this effort from the City and
ACVA. Both Mark Jinks [assistant
city manager] and Stephanie
Brown [president and CEO, Alex-
andria Convention and Visitors
Association] have stepped up to
the plate for us with the Coast
Guard,” Hall said.

“Our prime audience for this is
Alexandria residents and guests at Alexandria hotels.
However, I have gotten calls from people in Manassas
asking about the parking situation in Old Town if they
drive in,” she said.

“We think this is a good way to attend the inaugu-
ral without being just one of a huge crowd either
walking across the bridges or packed into Metro,”
she said. Potomac Riverboat passengers should plan
to be at the Alexandria docks one hour before their
scheduled departure to allow for ticket checks and
security screening.

“We have good safe
boats and excellent
crews.”

— Charlotte Hall,
vice president,

Potomac Riverboat Co.

‘Jumbotron’ To Broadcast at Market Square
From Page 3

General District Court or the Juvenile and Domes-
tic Relations Court are expected to be on the job
Tuesday because the day has not been declared a
Virginia holiday.

“Our deputies are city employees, but we have a
duty to provide security at the courthouse,” said
Chief Deputy Sheriff Tim Gleeson. “So we have put
together a light crew to come in that day, although
the courts are expecting a light docket.”

MOVING THROUGHOUT the region will be
difficult, and public-safety officials expect city roads
to be clogged with traffic. Last week the United States
Secret Service announced a plan to ban personal
vehicles from all Potomac River bridge crossings from
Virginia into the District and from interstates 395
and 66 inside the Capital Beltway on Inauguration
Day. Those who wish to drive will be able to park at
Landmark Mall, which has been designated by the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority as
a stop on the “Presidential Inauguration Bus Route.”

“People will be able to park at Landmark Mall and
take a bus into the District,” said Tony Castrilli,
spokesman for the city government. “We are encour-
aging people to take public transportation.”

MANY CITY BUSINESSES are taking advantage
of the opportunities created by the unprecedented
crowds expected for the event. The Potomac
Riverboat Company will be offering special water taxi
service across the river — $50 for a one-way ticket
and $90 for a roundtrip ticket. The Alexandria Con-
vention and Visitors Association will be hosting an
“Inaugural Restaurant Week” in which some restau-
rants will offer a special menu selections and prices
from Jan. 17 to Jan. 25. In celebration of President-
elect Barack Obama’s Irish heritage, Pat Troy is plan-
ning a number of events to mark the occasion.

“We’re having free hot dogs with all the fixings and
sauerkraut on Inauguration Day,” said Jody Peoples,
manager of Pat Troy’s pub on North Pitt Street. “We’ll
also have some other surprises that we can’t tell you
about.”
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Opinion
Schools Need Innovation
To the Editor:

 I am writing to express my concern over how the Al-
exandria City Public Schools are preparing students for
the 21st century.

Arlington, Anne Arundel and Charles County schools
are creating digital classrooms and offering innovative
courses in environmental resource management, Chinese
and engineering.  As for Alexandria, we are conducting
a community-wide reading of Daniel H. Pink’s “A Whole
New Mind: Why Right-Brainers Will Rule the Future.”

I don’t mean to disparage reading, or Mr. Pink’s book,
but is this the best that the Alexandria
school system can come up with?

We need to be far more innovative than
this if we’re going to truly prepare our chil-

dren for the 21st century. While much attention has been
paid to upcoming city council and delegate races, there
is also a school board election in Alexandria.  As a resi-
dent of District A, I am strongly supporting Mimi Carter
for election to the Board.  Her “Triple A” education im-
provement plan highlights the need to provide innova-
tive solutions to our challenges.  More information on
her plan can be found at www.mimicarter.org.

 Jennifer Lubold
Alexandria

So Much Generosity
To the Editor:

Now that the Christmas season has come to an end
and the holidays are behind us, The Salvation Army in
Alexandria would like to let you know that your support
during this past holiday season will have a tremendous
impact on our ability to meet the needs of the men,
women and children who are so often forgotten in our
community.

We think it is important to take a moment to say “Thank
You” to the special individuals who reside in Alexandria
and Southeast Fairfax County. I realize this is a simple
phrase and is said so often … but I promise you, we say
it with the most heartfelt gratitude. Your generosity is
simply remarkable.

During these difficult financial times, the fact that you
continue to support our organization is amazing. Thanks
to you, our Red Kettle Campaign raised just short of
$200,000 in Alexandria and over $1.1 million through-
out the National Capital Area. This money will ensure
that critical Army programs will continue throughout the
upcoming year. As we all know, times are tough and the
need within our community is greater than ever … but
thanks to your generous support, The Salvation Army
will continue to be there to provide food for the hungry,
relief for disaster victims, assistance for the disabled,
outreach to the elderly and ill, clothing and shelter to
the homeless and opportunities for underprivileged chil-
dren.

Because of your support this holiday season, The Sal-
vation Army in Alexandria was able to provide new toys
and clothing to 1,767 children and 103 senior citizens
and food for over 800 households for a total of 3,243
people served in just six weeks. It was our hope that no
family who requested help from us would go without
and because of you, we were able to keep our promise of
doing the most good within our community.

Only with the help of the Alexandria community can
The Salvation Army continue to offer tangible help, hope,
dignity, and renewed faith to the needy. Your generosity
makes a bigger difference than you may realize.

Thank you once again on behalf of the men, women
and children we serve.

Captain Ken Argot
Corps Officer for The Salvation Army in Alexandria

See Letters,  Page 11

Letters

By Christine Candio

Inova Alexandria

Hospital

 Chief Executive Officer

I
nova Alexandria Hos-
pital continues to
make strides to be a
premier hospital in

the Washington, D.C., re-
gion. As I look forward to
what 2009 has in store for
our hospital, I can’t help but
look back on the many successes we had
in 2008.

Last year, this column focused on the
services we offer our community, but did
you know there is a secret to our suc-
cess? This secret is our selfless and com-
passionate employees, physicians, and
volunteers who go above and beyond to
make all our accomplishments possible.

In 2008, the Inova Alexandria Hos-
pital stroke team was honored by the
American Heart Association and the
American Stroke Association for provid-
ing quality stroke treatment. The out-
standing treatment we provide is
aligned with the latest in scientific
stroke research and guidelines, which
ultimately saves lives.

Last year, the Commission on Cancer
of the American College of Surgeons re-
accredited our Cancer Center through
2010. This organization evaluates and
accredits cancer programs across the na-
tion and Inova Alexandria Hospital’s
Cancer Center earned the highest marks
possible.

Another program that earned reaccredi-
tation was our Cardiopulmonary Rehabili-
tation Program. Our program is one of
fewer than 35 percent of programs in the
country accredited by the American As-

sociation of Cardiovascular
and Pulmonary Rehabilitation,
which ensures patients receive
quality cardiac and pulmonary
rehab care.

In October, hospital em-
ployees and volunteers rallied
together for the city’s Walk to
Fight Breast Cancer. This an-
nual event supports free
mammograms for women in
Alexandria who are unable to
afford the service. The over-

whelming participation from community
members and hospital staff helped raise
more than $100,000.

Our hospital staff not only provides out-
standing healthcare, but we also provide
education and outreach to residents of Al-
exandria and beyond. For example, Inova
Alexandria Hospital’s Unit 21 staff made
nearly 300 sandwiches for the Outreach
Feeding Program, which feeds the home-
less and those who can’t afford food. This
is a truly a selfless act, a testament to Inova
Alexandria Hospital employees who are al-
ways willing to donate their time and en-
ergy to a worthy cause.

SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, more than
250 women converged on Inova Alexan-
dria Hospital for the annual Women’s
Health Expo. Our experts spoke to local
women about pre-pregnancy issues, meno-
pause, diabetes, infant CPR and many
other issues that affect women and their
families.

I’ve provided you with just a snapshot
of our hospital’s many accomplishments
in the last year. We certainly look forward
to continuing our tradition of providing
excellent care in 2009. For more informa-
tion about Inova Alexandria Hospital visit
www.inova.org/iah.

Importance of Selfless Acts

Christine Candio

Scouting out an inaugural route?
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Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

View the virtual tour at

Award Winning
Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Additions
• Basements
• Porticos
• In-Law Suites
• Sundecks
• Media Rooms
• Garages
• Sun Rooms
• Built-Ins
• Porches

Don’t Miss The Opportunity to Save

kiskadee
A specialty boutique  in

the heart of Del Ray
2205 Mount Vernon Avenue

703-549-0813

Clearance!!

50-75% off
Winter Apparel
HUGE SALE • HUGE SALE • HUGE SALE

Inaugural Week Hours
Mon, 1/19  MLK Day 11 – 5
Tues, 1/20  Inauguration Day 2 – 5
Wednesday – Saturday 10 – 5
Sunday 12 - 5

From Page 10

Letters

See Letters,  Page 32

Knowledgeable
On Nonprofits
To the Editor:

Nonprofit organizations are a
vital part of our community, pro-
viding needed human services to
fill any gaps in services provided
by the government. Our elected
leaders must understand the inte-
gral role that nonprofit organiza-
tions play in Alexandria.

Tim Lovain has a long history of
involvement with Alexandria’s
nonprofit community as a commit-
ted volunteer and supporter. He
fully appreciates the interwoven
relationship between nonprofit
organizations and the public sec-
tor. That’s why we need to have
him re-elected to City Council.

Tim understands the need for
mentors for Alexandria’s at-risk
youth. Tim has been a tutor for the
Campagna Center’s Wright to
Read program, working one-on-
one with a young boy, providing
both emotional and academic sup-
port. He has used his personal ex-
perience to inform his role as Co-
Chair of the Alexandria Gang Pre-
vention Task Force.

Through his involvement with
Stop Child Abuse Now (SCAN),
Tim has learned that early child-

hood developmental support, as
provided by the Success by 6 ini-
tiative, is critical to ensuring that
children start school prepared to
have a positive educational expe-
rience. Tim also knows that vol-
unteers are vital to the human ser-
vice welfare of the community.
Tim has been a dedicated advocate
for Volunteer Alexandria (formerly
Alexandria Volunteer Bureau),
supporting their projects and pre-
viously serving on the Board of Di-
rectors.

Through Tim’s volunteer expe-
rience for Rebuilding Together
(formerly Alexandria Christmas in
April), Tim recognized the com-
prehensive needs of the elderly
and disabled. As Chair of the Hu-
man Services Transportation Co-
ordination Task Force of the re-
gional Transportation Planning
Board, Tim has secured federal
funding for “door through door”
transportation service for frail,
low-income elderly and disabled
people. Tim also comprehends the
need for community support to
maintain these vital services. A
member of the Alexandria United
Way Board, Tim has also chaired
the Annual Campaign two years in
a row to raise needed funds to sus-
tain our nonprofits. Because of his
knowledge of the City’s nonprofit
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Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com,Realtors®

Alexandria $495,000
What could you do with 2,486 square feet of one-level living? Generous
rm sizes w/neutral décor. Energy-saving wood stove & new windows/
doors will save you $$$$. Move-in condition. Walk 1 block to neighbor-
hood pool & tennis. 8727 Camden Street
Joni Koons 703-209-7277•Greg Koons 703-209-7678

Alexandria $688,600
Gorgeous 3-lvl single family home inside the Beltway. Open flr plan
w/grand 2-story foyer, 3 bedrms, 3.5 baths, huge kitchen & 2-car
garage. Lovingly cared for by original owners. Perfect for entertaining.
Incredible location! 5375 Chieftain Circle

Erika Carroll 703-568-7376

Alexandria $515,000
Great new price for this 3 bedrm, 2.5 bath Colonial.
Very Spacious w/finished LL, front porch & garage.

6715 Woodstone Place
Anna Diefendorf 703-725-5116

Alexandria $1,199,000
Lovely 3 lvl, 4 bedrm, 3.5 bath Colonial on beautiful lot backing to
woods! 5,600 Sq. Ft. w/great flow. Large kitchen w/breakfast rm
opens to family rm w/fireplace. Master suite w/sitting rm &
fireplace. Blocks to bike trail & convenient to Old Town.

8819 Surrey Court
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $319,913
Great views of Old Town & tons of sun in this 3 bedrm, 1.5 bath
condo. Freshly painted, new SS appliances & tub/shower. Loads of
closet space + extra storage unit. Less than 1 mile to Metro, VRE,
Amtrak and P&TO. 51 Skyhill Road #203

Phil Cefaratti 703-371-7601

Alex./Rosemont $849,000
Lovely 3 lvl, 4 bedrm, 2.5 bath Colonial w/family rm & rec
rm. Updated kitchen & baths! Landscaped yard w/patio
& vine-covered pergola. Off-street parking & blocks to 2
Metros! 16 W. Myrtle Street

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Arlington $375,000
Everything is at your fingertips: Metro, D.C., Shops & Restau-
rants. Crystal City at its finest. Sophisticated community. 2
bedrm, 1 Bath—almost 1,000 SF. Balcony overlooking pool & city.
1 garage space. 1805 Crystal Drive #4105

Julie Hall 703-786-3634

Alexandria $595,000
Total renovation. Two-story, 3 or 4 bedrm, 2-bath rambler
w/garage and large yard! Gourmet kitchen, living rm w/fireplace,
new roof, windows & much more! Minutes to Old Town,
Pentagon & D.C. 2316 N. Early Street

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $599,900
Spectacular location backing to woods, overlooking community
pond. Open flr plan w/family rm off kitchen w/fireplace & French
doors, 3 bedrms, 2.5 baths, LL rec rm & walk-out to deck. Blocks
to Metro. 5639 Governors Pond Circle

Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964

Alexandria $675,000
Luxurious brick-front home backing to woods. Formal living  &
dining rms, 4 bedrms & 3.5 baths. Deluxe kitchen w/breakfast
area. Brick patio & huge deck overlooking trees. 2-car garage.
Built 2003. 6851 Rolling Creek Way

Marianne Welds  703-869-1320

Alexandria $565,000
Beautiful 3 BR, 2.5 BA TH on quiet cul-de-sac. Hdwd flrs, spacious deck
backing to woods & 3-acre community pond. UL Master suite w/vaulted
ceiling, walk-in closet & luxury BA. LL rec rm w/walk-out to patio.
Blocks to Metro. 3382 Governors Pond Court

Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Alexandria Guitar
Festival

Evening performances: Old Presbyterian Meet-
ing House

321 S. Fairfax St.
Classes and afternoon performances: The Ath-

enaeum
201 Prince St.
703-548-0035
www.alexandriaguitarfestival.com
Classical guitar music. Suzuki children’s

classes, master classes and concerts by in-
ternationally acclaimed artists, such as Ben-
jamin Berdery, Ricardo Cobo and Nicholas
Goluses. July 15-23.

Relax with Bluegrass
Music

Tiffany Tavern
1116 King St.
703-836-8844
Tiffany on upper King Street, the best

place in town for bluegrass on Friday and
Saturday nights. The crowds range from
barely-legal to gray-haired and fill the tav-
ern quickly. The owner and his wife are con-
genial and the music is great.

Go Hear the Symphony
Alexandria Symphony
2121 Eisenhower Ave. Suite 608
703-548-0885
www.alexsym.org
For music lovers there is of course the

Alexandria Symphony now in its own space
at Northern Virginia Community College.
Summer’s Children’s Program and Concert
held annually in June.

Hear the Local Chorus
Alexandria Choral Society
703-548-4734
www.alexchoralsociety.org
Don’t miss their summer garden party as

well as their concerts throughout the year.

Twilight Tunes
Music at Twilight
Sundays, June-August

Alive with Sound

Fort Ward Park
4301 W. Braddock Road
703-883-4686
From June 18 to Aug. 10 this year, the

Music at Twilight series enlivens the eve-
nings at Fort Ward Amphitheater. Relax in
the park and listen to good music.

Get Jazzed
St. Elmo’s Coffee Shop
2300 Mount Vernon Avenue
Thursdays, 8 to 10 p.m.
The Not So Modern Jazz Band plays

straight-up Dixieland at the coffee shop
every Thursday nights, purely for the joy.
It’s not your espresso that’s making your feet
tap.

A Legacy of Music
Alexandria Citizens Band

Little Theatre of
Alexandria

600 Wolfe St.
703-683-0496
www.thelittletheatre.com
Little Theater of Alexandria is the tradi-

tional tried and true. The troupe has a deft
touch with comedy, their timing is impec-
cable and the theater itself is charming.

Port City Playhouse
Lee Center
1108 Jefferson St.
703-838-2880
www.portcityplayhouse.com
Port City Playhouse operates in a small

theater and does the more avant garde,
edgy stuff. Prices are a bit more than a
movie and the plays are very good.

Market Square
301 King St.
301-883-4686
Friday nights in the summertime, the

city’s oldest performing arts organization
performs in Market Square.

Joyful Noise
Pipe, Pedals, Praise and Prayer
Sundays
Old Presbyterian Meeting House
321 S. Fairfax St.
The program Pipe, Pedals, Praise and

Prayer continues this summer at the Old
Presbyterian Meeting House. Half-hour con-
certs begin at 5 p.m. and are followed by a
reception and a church service at 6:30.
Upcoming performances will feature Ed-
ward Moore of Catholic University (July 9)
and Jason Abel of Christ Church (July 16).

The Alexandria Symphony Orchestra has concerts throughout the year,
including one on Sunday, Jan. 25 at the Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
On right is the conductor for the symphony, Kim Kluge.

This is the second in a four-part series
entitled “101 Ways to Have Fun.”

Metro Stage
1201 North Royal St.
703-548-9044
www.metrostage.org
Metro Stage, now in its own place, al-

ways offers an interesting and different
season and does cabaret to boot.

Bask in Ballet
Alliance Dance Institute
5801 Duke St.
703-354-6000www.adidance.com
The Athenaeum
201 Prince St.
www.nvfaa.org
The Alliance Dance Institute is known

for its dance school for ages 3 to 7 and
special performances of “The Nutcracker”
for young audiences. The Athenaeum
holds classes for all ages.

Live Local Theater

Ballet classes are available at
the Athenaeum and at Alliance
Dance Institute.
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• Attend monthly lectures at the Lyceum
William Sarget, “Forms Beyond Function:
The Sculptural Side of Chinese Export Porcelain”
Jan. 19, 2009
Jeff Groff, “Return to Simplicity: Colonial Revival
Architecture and Interiors” Feb. 16, 2009

• Welcome the change of seasons at the Spring Event
held at Historic Houses
Alexandria and the Civil War ~ The Lee-Fendall House 
and other selected Civil War houses May 2, 2009

• Be invited to join select study tours
Northern Neck Historic House Tour April 4 and 5, 2009

• Celebrate the holidays at Gadsby’s Tavern.

THE ALEXANDRIA ASSOCIATION
(ext. 1932)

Appreciate antiques?
Enjoy learning about the history, architecture,

and people who helped make Alexandria
and Colonial America unique?

Consider joining the Alexandria Association.

To join call Karen Paul at (202) 224-3351
or Cathy Hollan at (703) 821-2969

Membership
$25 for individuals,

$35 for couples.

Kathryn A. Brown

Inauguration in
Alexandria

Discover Alexandria’s rich
presidential and African-Ameri-
can heritage during this historic
weekend. In tribute to the his-
toric Presidential Inauguration
and Martin Luther King Day, sev-
eral Historic Alexandria muse-
ums and sites will be open for
special holiday hours on Mon-
day, Jan. 19.

* Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 North Royal St., Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Mu-
seum, 105-107 South Fairfax St.,
and Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St., will be
open from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
Historic Alexandria History Cen-
ter & Museum Store, 101 North
Union St., will be open from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m., and will be of-
fering a 10 percent discount on
all purchases from Friday, Jan.
15 through Monday, Jan. 19.

* The Alexandria Black His-
tory Museum will also be open
from 1-4 p.m. on Sunday, Jan.
18. All other City museums, in-
cluding Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, the Apothecary, Alexan-
dria Archaeology, Friendship

Firehouse, Fort Ward and The Ly-
ceum, will be operating a regu-
lar weekend schedule, and The
Lyceum, Alexandria’s History
Museum, located at 201 South
Washington St., will be open on
Monday with regular weekday
hours of 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Historic Alexandria celebrates
the Presidential Inauguration
with a variety of special events
featuring Alexandria’s Inaugural
Restaurant Week and a simulcast
of the swearing-in ceremony and
parade on Market Square.
Alexandria’s Inaugural Restau-
rant Week, Jan. 17-25, highlights
“Choice of Presidents Menus” at
30 restaurants offering either
three-course prix fixe dinner or
dinner for two, both for $35.

A jumbotron screen will broad-
cast the presidential swearing-in
ceremony and parade live in
Market Square at the City Hall
building, 301 King Street, in Old
Town Alexandria on Jan. 20,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

To find out the latest informa-
tion about the many events hap-
pening in Alexandria surround-
ing the Inauguration, check out
www.VisitAlexandriaVa.com/In-
auguration.

Know of something missing from our
Local Theater listings? Send it to The Al-
exandria Gazette Packet at
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is 2 p.m. the Thursday before
publication. Call Rebecca Halik at 703-
917-6407 with any questions.

Performances
 Aldersgate Church Children’s The-

ater, 1301 Collingwood Road, presents
“Aladdin Junior” Jan. 17,23 and
24 at 7:30 p.m. and Jan. 18, 19, 24
and 25  at 3 p.m. Visit
www.acctonline.org or 703-660-2611
for tickets and reservations.

“Cool Papa’s Party”  is at
MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal St. from
Feb. 5 through March 15. Perfor-
mances are Fridays at 8 p.m.; Saturdays
at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. and Sundays at 3
p.m. and 7 p.m. $40-$45/person. Visit
www.metrostage.org or 703-548-9044.

Port City Playhouse presents
“Veronica’s Room” by Ira Levin
from Jan. 23 through Feb. 8 with
performances on Tuesdays, Fridays and
Saturdays and a closing matinee on Sun-
day, Feb. 8 at the Lee Center, 1108
Jefferson St. For tickets, visit
www.portcityplayhouse.com or 703-
383-2880.

Little Theatre of Alexandria, 600
Wolfe St., presents “Greater Tuna”
from Jan. 10 through Jan. 31. Per-
formances are Wednesdays through
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 3
p.m. Visit www.thelittletheatre.com or
703-683-0496 for tickets.

Local Theater
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Winter Specials
   Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse
      Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington
             Coq au vin • Cassoulet
                 Chef Specials • Venison

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

E-mail calendar announcements to the
Alexandria Gazette Packet,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Photos and artwork are encouraged.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Call Rebecca Halik
at 703-917-6407 with questions.

 ONGOING
 On Sundays from noon-5 p.m., visit

the Waterfront and see history-
inspired performances near the
Torpedo Factory; do a “meet and
greet” of early Alexandria residents
and travelers near the Waterfront
and lower King Street. Free. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org for more.

Historic Mount Vernon welcomes all
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Camp
Fire Club members (in uniform or
wearing an official pin) to free
admission during its Scouting Days
program through Feb. 15, 2009. For
more information, visit
www.MountVernon.org.

The American Horticultural Society hosts
holiday happenings at its
headquarters at River Farm. From
Dec. 1 to Jan. 16, River Farm’s
grounds and estate house will feature
lights, poinsettias, and other festive
holiday decorations. All are welcome
to visit and enjoy Monday through
Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., but note that
the grounds will be closed from Dec.
25 through Jan. 4.

La Muse, 108 N. Patrick St., collects
and ships donations for
www.AnySoldier.com every day of
the year. Bring donations to La Muse
and it will be packaged and shipped
to soldiers. For ideas on what to
donate go to: www.ShopLaMuse.net/
Anysoldier.html or call 703-683-
1696.

Historic Mount Vernon welcomes
Inauguration visitors in January
with 20 percent off adult admission.
Visitors must print the coupon from
Mount Vernon’s Web site: http://
visit.mountvernon.org. January is
also the 250th wedding anniversary
of George and Martha Washington,
and on display Jan. 12 – Feb. 23 are
Mrs. Washington’s wedding slippers,
which have not been exhibited at
Mount Vernon in over 30 years. $15
for adults; $7 for youth ages 6-11;
and free for children five and
younger. Visit http://

visit.mountvernon.org or 703-780-
2000.

The public can participate in the second
annual “Alexandria Recreation
Games for Healthy Living,” Jan.
10 through March 6. An awards
ceremony is scheduled for Saturday,
March 28, at the Lee Center
Kauffman Auditorium, 1108
Jefferson St. To register, pick up an
information packet at the Chinquapin
Park Recreation Center, or online at
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

Fairfax County Department of
Community and Recreation Services
present free dance workshops at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, from 3:30-5 p.m.
on Feb. 13,27, March 13,27, April
10,24 and May 8. To register, 703-
324-4386.

Woodlawn’s Needlework
exhibition is March 1-31 at 9000
Richmond Highway. There will be
demonstrations, lunch by Nelly’s
Needlers and more. See needleworks
from around the world. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or 703-780-
4000 for more.

THURSDAY/JAN. 15
 Flying “Dragons.” 7 p.m. at Huntley

Meadows. Learn about the dragonfly
in honor of Chinese New Year.
Appropriate for people ages 11 and
up. Reservations required, 703-768-
2525. $6/person.

Book Discussion. 7 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Discuss “The
Body of the Condemned” from
“Discipline and Punish” by Michel
Foucault. Free. 703-931-3559.

Story Time. 10 a.m. or 3 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5. Free. 703-519-
5900.

Mother Goose Time. 10 a.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children ages 1-
2 years. Free. 703-838-4566.

Thursday Story Time. 11 a.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Free. Ages 3-5.
703-838-4566.

Storytime. 4 p.m. at Barrett Library,
717 Queen St. Children ages 3-5
years. Free. 703-838-4555.

FRIDAY/JAN. 16
 Opening Reception. 7-10 p.m., see

“Nocturne-from Dusk to Dawn” at
Del Ray Artisans, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave., through Feb. 15. See
the effects of light between dusk and
dawn. Free. 703-838-4827.

Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 a.m. at
Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St.
Children ages 2 and under enjoy
songs and stories. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

Time for 2s. 10 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Ages 24-36
months can enjoy stories and more.
Free. Registration required, 703-519-
5900.

SATURDAY/JAN. 17
 Medieval Madness. 7 p.m. at the

Durant Center, 1605 Cameron St.
Enjoy comedy, food, drinks, music,
sword competition and more. $49/
person. Visit
www.medievalmadness.org or 703-
329-3075.

Rockin’ for the Red Benefit
Concert. 6:30 p.m. at T.C. Williams
High School, 3330 King St. My
Favorite Highway and Crash Boom
Bang will perform. Proceeds benefit
Alexandria Red Cross. $15/advance;
$20/door. Visit
www.alexandriaredcross.org/
rockin.html or 703-299-2524.

Magestic Eagles. 2:30 p.m. at Mason
Neck State Park, 7301 High Point
Road, Lorton. Observe these birds
and learn about their lives. Free. 703-
339-2385.

Bay View Sunset Walk. 4 p.m. at
Mason Neck State Park, 7301 High
Point Road, Lorton. Observe animals
as they get ready for bed. Free. 703-
339-2385.

Wild For Winter Waterfowl. 10:30
a.m. at Mason Neck State Park, 7301
High Point Road, Lorton. Observe
swans, ducks and other waterfowl.
Free. 703-339-2385.

Gardening Lecture. 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
at Green Springs Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Learn about how
to start a garden, design one and
more. $160 includes all three lectures
and afternoon workshop or $15/
lecture. Bring lunch. Registration
required, 703-642-5173.

Curious George Storytime. 11 a.m.
at Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St.
Children ages 6 and under enjoy
meeting Curious George and hear
stories staring him. Free. Visit

Calendar

See Calendar,  Page 21

Jon McLaughlin will be performing on Wednesday, Jan. 28 at the Birchmere. Visit
www.birchmere.com for tickets.
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Dining on the River
Cruise Ships Dandy and Nina’s Dandy
Zero Prince Street
703-683-6076
www.dandydinnerboat.com
Climate-controlled, year-round dining

and dancing while sailing the Potomac River
and taking in the view of the nation’s monu-
ments is offered on these two cruise ships.
Reservations are available for couples or
groups up to 265 for both lunch and dinner
cruises. Midnight dance cruises are also
available from both Alexandria and
Georgetown’s Washington Harbor. For res-
ervations and other details contact the res-
ervation desk at 703-683-6076 or visit the
Web site.

Learn to Sail
Belle Haven Marina
Belle Haven Park
703-768-0018
www.saildc.com
Washington Sailing Marina
Daingerfield Island
Mariner Sailing School at Belle Haven

Marina is the largest full-time in the D.C.
area. Spring lessons for youth and adults.
Boat rentals are also available. The marina
rents sailboats, canoes, kayaks and flat-bot-
tomed fishing boats.

Enjoy a Picnic
George Washington Memorial Parkway
703-289-2500
www.nps.gov/gwmp
The scenic parkway connects the historic

and natural sites from Mount Vernon to the
nation’s capital. The first section of the park-
way was completed in 1932 to commemo-
rate the bicentennial of George

Washington’s birth.

Enjoy a Walk or Bike Ride
Mount Vernon Bike Trail
703-289-2500
www.nps.gov/gwmp
With the Potomac River as your compan-

ion, ride your bike, jog, or walk the 18.5-
mile trail from the Mount Vernon estate to
Theodore Roosevelt Island.

Learn to Build a Boat
Alexandria Seaport Foundation
Alexandria waterfront between Cameron and

Queen Streets
703-549-7078
www.alexandriaseaport.org
This private foundation offers classes in

boat building, both for individuals and for
groups. Those in the classes make rowboats
that can be converted to sailboats. They can
keep and use the boats.

 On the Waterfront

Bird watching along the George Washington Parkway bike trail.

Go Bird Watching
Along the Potomac River
703-289-2500
www.nps.gov/gwmp
There are many sites along the George

Washington Parkway where bird watchers
can stop and view herons, eagles and
ospreys, to name just a few.

Tours on the Potomac
River

Potomac River Boat Company
Alexandria City Marina703-548-9000
www.potomacriverboatco.com
Potomac River Boat Company is a private

company that offers sightseeing tours and
private charters. Homeport for all the boats
is Old Town Alexandria.

Take a water taxi to Maryland’s National
Harbor, just south of the Woodrow Wilson

Seaport Day at Waterfront Park

Bridge. A one-way ticket is $7, and a round-
trip ticket is $14.

Experience Alexandria’s historic water-
front on a 40-minute, narrated sightseeing
cruise aboard the Admiral Tilp. Adult: $10;
Child $5.

Cruise the Potomac River on the Miss
Christin from Old Town Alexandria to
George Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate.
The cruise is 50 minutes each way. The fare
includes admission to Mount Vernon. Adult
$30; Child $17. Group rates available.

Enjoy a leisurely, round-trip 90-minute
cruise up the Potomac River featuring
Washington’s majestic landmarks aboard
the Matthew Hayes. Feel free to get off in
Georgetown for a bit of sightseeing, and
catch a later trip back to Old Town. Adult
$20; Child $10.

Special Trips for a
Special Occasion

Potomac Belle Charters
Alexandria City Docks

703-868-5566
www.potomacbelle.com
Custom yacht docked in Old Town Alex-

andria, specializing in corporate meetings
and celebrations, birthdays, anniversaries,
reunions. Ideal for 10-35 guests. Available
April-early December.

Pedal Under the Stars
Ride the Mount Vernon bike trail after dark
Whether you are intimately familiar with

every bend in the trail, or a newcomer to
the area, riding the trail by the light of a
headlamp, the moon and stars is a fresh way
to experience the marshes, riversides and
woods of the Mount Vernon Trail. Hop on
the trail at any point. Be sure to have a good
light on your bike and to ride in a group for
safety.

Land and Water Meet
At River Farm

American Horticultural Society
7931 E. Boulevard Drive
703-768-5700
www.ahs.org
Originally part of the estate of George

Washington, the farm features 25 acres of
lawns, gardens, meadows and woods on the
Potomac River.

This is the second in our four part series on 101
Ways to Have Fun.

St. Pat’s Fun Dog Show at Market
Square
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Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner

Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated

SUPER SERVICE CENTER
ALL MAKES & MODELS

OPEN SUNDAYS

Mon-Fri 7-5 • Saturday 8-4 • Sun 10-4
6571 Backlick Rd., •  703-451-2381

$19.95
  Oil Change
  4 cyl. only

10% Off Service Repairs

Tires/Batteries
& Alignments

VA Emissions
& Inspections

$84.99
Winterization

Special
Coupon Expires

12/31/08

 except oil, filter & coupons

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

From Page 17

Calendar

www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

Saturday Stories. 10:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. All
ages can enjoy stories. Free.
Registration required, 703-519-5900.

Music Performance. 8 p.m. at
Tifereth Israel Congregation, 7701
16th St., N.W. Washington, D.C. Hear
music by Flory Jagoda. $22/adult;
$10/student. Free to Folklore
members. Visit www.fsgw.org or
703-354-6460.

Dreamwork: Decoding Your
Dreams. Learn how to better recall
dreams, analyze them for meaning,
and apply it to life. 11 a.m. at
Mindful Hands, 211 King St., $5
suggested donation. 703-975-9175 to
register.

The How of Happiness. Using a
variety of self-testing tools, learn
where about the happiness scale and
how to bring more happiness, beauty,
and meaning into life. 1:30 p.m. at
Mindful Hands, 211 King St., $45.
703-975-9175 to register.

SUNDAY/JAN. 18
 Wintering Animals. 1 p.m. at Mason

Neck State Park, 7301 High Point
Road, Lorton. Observe swans, ducks
and other waterfowl. Free. 703-339-
2385.

Magestic Eagles. 3 p.m. at Mason
Neck State Park, 7301 High Point
Road, Lorton. Observe these birds
and learn about their lives. Free. 703-
339-2385.

Wild For Winter Waterfowl. 10:30
a.m. at Mason Neck State Park, 7301
High Point Road, Lorton. Observe
swans, ducks and other waterfowl.

Free. 703-339-2385.
Book Sale. 9 a.m.-3
p.m. at Beth El
Hebrew
Congregation, 3830
Seminary Road.
Browse books, tapes,
cds, dvds and more.
703-978-3953.

Music Performance. 3 p.m. at
Westminster Presbyterian Church,
2701 Cameron Mills Road. Hear
music of Bach with organ, hymns and
more. Free. Visit www.wpc-alex.org
or 703-549-4766.

Mass to Honor Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. 11 a.m. at St. Joseph
Church in Alexandria. Free. Bishop
Paul S. Loverde will celebrate. Visit
www.stjosephva.org for more.

Opening Reception. 4-6 p.m.
Deborah Ellis and Barbara
Southworth will have artwork on
display at the Athenaeum Gallery,
201 Prince St., through March 8.
“Maine Woods and Waters” is free.
703-548-0035.

Music. 7 p.m. at Good Shepherd
Catholic Church, 8710 Mount Vernon
Highway. Hear music by choirs from
the Mount Vernon community. Free,
donations accepted for local non-
profits. 703-765-6118.

MONDAY/JAN. 19
 Book Sale. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at Beth El

Hebrew Congregation, 3830
Seminary Road. Browse books, tapes,
cds, dvds and more. 703-978-3953.

TUESDAY/JAN. 20
 Servant Forge Inaugural Ball. 8

p.m. to midnight at Torpedo Factory,
105 N. Union St. $150/person
includes dinner, drinks and
entertainment. Proceeds benefit
Alexandria’s Space of Her Own
program and Sister to Sister. Visit
www.servantforge.org or 703-624-
4549.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 21
 Book Discussion. 7 p.m. at Duncan

Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Discuss “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn”
by Betty Smith. Free. 703-838-4566.

Let’s Talk Books. 7 p.m. at Barrett
Library, 717 Queen
St. Discuss “The
Road” by Cormac
McCarthy.
Registration
recommended, 703-
838-4555. Free.

Dancing. 7:30 p.m. at Lincolnia Center,
4710 N. Chambliss St. Learn how to
square dance. Free. All ages. 703-
573-8378.

THURSDAY/JAN. 22
 Story Time. 10 a.m. or 3 p.m. at

Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5. Free. 703-519-
5900.

Mother Goose Time. 10 a.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children ages 1-
2 years. Free. 703-838-4566.

Thursday Story Time. 11 a.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Free. Ages 3-5.
703-838-4566.

Storytime. 4 p.m. at Barrett Library,
717 Queen St. Children ages 3-5
years. Free. 703-838-4555.

FRIDAY/JAN. 23
 Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 a.m. at

Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St.
Children ages 2 and under enjoy
songs and stories. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

Time for 2s. 10 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Ages 24-36
months can enjoy stories and more.
Free. Registration required, 703-519-
5900.

Music Performance. 9 p.m. at 219
Restaurant, 219 King St. Music by
Rick Whitehead Trio. $5/person.
703-549-1141 for reservations.

SATURDAY/JAN. 24
 Needlework Workshop. 10 a.m.-

noon at Carlyle House, 121 N.
Fairfax St. Learn about 18th-century
needlework and start a project. $20/
person includes a tour. Beginners and
intermediate. Reservations required,
703-549-2997.

Magestic Eagles. 2:30 p.m. at Mason
Neck State Park, 7301
High Point Road,
Lorton. Observe these
birds and learn about
their lives. Free. 703-
339-2385.
Bay View Sunset

Walk. 4 p.m. at Mason Neck State
Park, 7301 High Point Road, Lorton.
Observe animals as they get ready for
bed. Free. 703-339-2385.

Wild For Winter Waterfowl. 10:30
a.m. at Mason Neck State Park, 7301
High Point Road, Lorton. Observe
swans, ducks and other waterfowl.
Free. 703-339-2385.

Gardening Lecture. 9:30 a.m.-2
p.m. at Green Springs
Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Learn
about how to start a
garden, design one and
more. $160 includes all three
lectures and afternoon
workshop or $15/lecture.
Bring lunch. Registration
required, 703-642-5173.

Wildlife in Winter. 1-3 p.m. at
Huntley Meadows. Children ages 5-
10 can play games, make crafts and
more. $4/child. Registration
required, 703-768-2525.

In the Jungle Storytime. 11 a.m. at
Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St.
Children ages 2 and up enjoy songs
and stories about jungle friends.
Free. Visit www.hooray4books.com
or 703-548-4092.

Kristin Levine Book Launch. 3 p.m.
at Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St.

Children ages 10 and up can meet
Alexandria author and hear her read
from her new book “The Best Bad
Luck I Ever Had.” Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

Saturday Stories. 10:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. All
ages can enjoy stories. Free.
Registration required, 703-519-5900.

SUNDAY/JAN. 25
 Open House. 1-4 p.m. at

Commonwealth Academy, 1321
Leslie Ave. For students entering
grades 6-12. Visit
www.Commonwealthacademy.org or
703-548-6912.

Wintering Animals. 1 p.m. at Mason
Neck State Park, 7301 High Point
Road, Lorton. Observe swans, ducks
and other waterfowl. Free. 703-339-
2385.

Magestic Eagles. 3 p.m. at Mason
Neck State Park, 7301 High Point
Road, Lorton. Observe these birds
and learn about their lives. Free. 703-
339-2385.

Wild For Winter Waterfowl. 10:30
a.m. at Mason Neck State Park, 7301
High Point Road, Lorton. Observe
swans, ducks and other waterfowl.
Free. 703-339-2385.

Wildlife in Winter. 1-3 p.m. at
Huntley Meadows. Children ages 5-
10 can play games, make crafts and
more. $4/child. Registration
required, 703-768-2525.

Music Performance. 3
p.m. at Westminster
Presbyterian Church,
2701 Cameron Mills
Road. Hear music of
Bach with organ, hymns
and more. Free. Visit
www.wpc-alex.org or
703-549-4766.

Candlelight Yoga.
Experience relaxing and rejuvenating
yoga with Carissa Ciuca, Sundays at
6:30 p.m. at Mindful Hands, 211
King St., $60 for 6 weeks. Drop-ins
welcome. Call Carissa Ciuca at 843-
906-8784 for more information and
to register.

Music Performance. 4 p.m. at The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. Hear
music by the Alexandria Symphony
Orchestra. Free, donations accepted.
703-505-0700.

MONDAY/JAN. 26
 Wildlife in Winter. 1-3 p.m. at

Huntley Meadows. Children ages 5-
10 can play games, make crafts and
more. $4/child. Registration
required, 703-768-2525.

Little One-Ders. 10 a.m. or 10:45 a.m.
at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 12-23 months can
enjoy stories and more. Free.
Registration required, 703-519-5900.

Family Tale Night. 7 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. All ages. Free.
703-519-5900.

Baby Time. 10 a.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children
up to 11 months. Free. 703-838-
4566.

TUESDAY/JAN. 27
 Time for 2s. 10 a.m. at Beatley

Library, 5005 Duke St. Ages 24-36
months can enjoy stories and more.
Free. Registration required, 703-519-
5900.

Stories and Songs. 10 a.m. or 11 a.m.
at Duncan Library,
2501
Commonwealth
Ave. Children up
to age 4. Free.
Registration
required, 703-838-
4566.

Tuesday Tots. 11 a.m. at Burke
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 2-3. Free. 703-519-
6000.



22  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  January 15-21, 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

From Page 1

News

From Page 1

gree murder, which carries a sentencing
range of five to 40 years. A sentencing hear-
ing has been scheduled for March 19.

COMMONWEALTH’S ATTORNEY S.
Randolph Sengel painted a portrait of
Hussin as a violent and hectoring figure who
sought to dominate his wife, a diminutive
woman who was five-feet tall and weighed
105 pounds. Sengel called several witnesses
to the stand who testified that he showed
no remorse for what he had done the
evening of the murder, and he showed sev-
eral autopsy photographs on a flat-screen
television to illustrate the damage he in-
flicted on her that summer night.

“The defendant attempted to exercise
complete dictatorial control over his wife,”
said Sengel, who asked the court to find

Hussin guilty or first-degree murder. “It
became a classic case of all or nothing.”

Defense attorneys presented a counter-
narrative to the prosecutor’s description,
building a case that the act of violence was
an emotional eruption rather than a pre-
meditated act. They presented evidence that
the defendant spent the evening before the
murder shopping for a rug at Wal-Mart and
bringing takeout food to their Park Center
Drive apartment behind the Bradlee Shop-
ping Center. Later that night, they explained,
he hoped to have an intimate night with his

wife while their daughter was watching tele-
vision but things did not go well.

“She rejected him,” said defense attorney
Paul Pepper. “She called him an abhorrent
name, which is hard to translate but essen-
tially amounts to calling him dirty.”

The defendant’s attorneys explained that
after sexually rejecting Hussin, she shoved
him into a walk-in closet, where he grabbed
the steering-wheel lock before assaulting
her. After killing his wife, they said, he sent
his daughter into the uncle’s room and
brought her clothing after the murder to
protect her from seeing her mother’s corpse.
Then he called 911 and admitted his ac-
tions, remaining polite and cooperative
when taken into custody by the Alexandria
Police Department. Ultimately, the defense
attorneys criticized a homicide detective for
conducting a recorded interview without a
translator despite the fact that Hussin of-

tion. If the recount reversed the
certificate of election, Republicans
argued, the House would have
improperly seated a member who
had not been duly elected.

“To me this is almost like execut-
ing an innocent man,” said Robert
Marshall (R-13). “You don’t do it.”

House Democrats countered
that the clerk had already received
a valid certificate of election de-
claring Herring the winner, and
refusing to accept that document
would set a dangerous precedent.
Furthermore, they argued, failing
to seat a member from the 46th
District would leave constituents
without representation in the
House of Delegates.

“You’re getting ready to override
a certificate of election from the
State Board of Election,” said
House Minority Leader Ward
Armstrong (D-10). “If that doesn’t
fly in the face of the Constitution,
I don’t know what does.”

NOW THAT REPUBLICANS
have filed their petition, a Circuit
Court judge will appoint a recount
board whose members will over-

Special Election Headed to Recount

Brian Moran congratulates Charniele Herring after her narrow victory Tuesday night.

Husband Found Guilty of Second-Degree Murder
ten struggled to express himself in English.

“It’s clear that he had no intention to kill,”
said Pepper. “He didn’t premeditate any-
thing.”

AFTER A TWO-DAY trial this week, Judge
Dawkins was left with a legal question about
how willful and deliberate Hussin was that
night of the murder. Although prosecutors
asked for a verdict of first-degree murder, a
charge that would have carried a sentenc-
ing range of 20 years to life in prison,
Dawkins sided with the defense and found
Hussin guilty of second-degree murder.

“There was no dispute that there was a
killing and that the defendant was respon-
sible. The real question in this case was
whether or not he had a specific intent for
her to die,” said Public Defender Melinda
Douglas. “At no point did he want to see
her dead.”

“It’s clear that he had no
intention to kill. He didn’t
premeditate anything.”

— Defense attorney Paul Pepper

How Recounts
Work

Alexandria Circuit Court Chief
Judge Donald Haddock and two
other judges appointed by the
chief justice of Supreme Court of
Virginia will constitute a recount
court to handled the petition of
recount filed Wednesday by Re-
publican candidate Joe Murray.
According to the Virginia election
law, the recount court will outline
all procedures and the manner in
which the recount will be con-
ducted. This includes appointing
recount officials from among the
officers of election who served
during the election and who are
appointed to represent the respec-
tive parties to the recount. In set-
ting the procedures for the re-
count, the court will also decide if
the actual recounting of votes cast
will take place in the various lo-
calities or in a central location.
After all of the votes cast are re-
counted, the court will certify the
candidate with the most votes as
the winner.

SOURCE: State Board of Elections

see an official review of Tuesday’s
special election. Members of the
board will review printouts from
the city’s eSlate voting machines,
statement of results filed by each
precinct, paper ballots cast by dis-
abled voters and 157 absentee
ballots.

“The court order will set out a
process for the recount,” said Al-
exandria Registrar Tom Parkins.
“We’ll help facilitate, but the re-
count will be done under the su-
pervision of the court and with the
observation of the parties.”

Recognizing the special election

as a rare opportunity for victory,
Republicans marshaled their re-
sources since Moran made his last-
minute decision last month. They
identified a universe of likely Re-
publican voters, then aggressively
coaxed them to the polls Tuesday
— calling some voters four or five

times and sending several mass
mailings. Now that a high-stakes
recount has been launched, Re-
publicans said they would focus
attention on making sure the ab-
sentee ballots were properly
counted.

“We think it’s important to verify
that all the votes cast in this elec-
tion were tabulated properly,” said
Chris Marston, chairman of the
Alexandria City Republican Com-
mittee. “We think there are enough
questions that we need to recount
to verify the results.”

“We think it’s important
to verify that all the votes
cast in this election were
tabulated properly.”

— Chris Marston,
chairman, Alexandria

Republican City Committee
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Old Town
LET’S SALUTE THE DUCHESS OF
DUKE STREET - Well, ‘Towners, she did it
again! The lovely and talented Duchess of
Duke Street, aka Jean “Let’s feed ‘em well”
Oseth, held forth regally at her annual end-
of-year do. The venue on a crisp but nippy
recent Sunday was the Lee-Fendall House,
which graces Lee Corners at N. Washing-
ton and Oronoco Streets.

Do you know of a better place for a stom-
ach-settling brunch, a chilly Bloody Mary
or whatever and the delight of having Jean
greeting you at the door? Of course you
don’t. We’re talking here about one of the
glorious crossroads in our old port city, in a
house I list as a personal favorite. And it’s
surrounded by lots of famous but long-gone
folks in the Lee family and a not-to forget
fellow who lived there many years — John
L. Lewis, definitely not the coal-miner’s
daughter.

As always, Jean was supported by her
immediate family and Lee-Fendall rocked
with dozens of her friends doing what your
hardworking reporter was doing — eating.
“Towners spotted doing just that: Bunny
Jacob, Betty Wright, Fred and Susan
Morehouse, Sally and Kleber Masterson,
Gail and Chuck Trozzo, Tom Dimond, Anne
Paul, Ann Cabinass, Stephanie Mansfield,
Bob Floyd and Jane Coughran

HAF ANTIQUES SHOW REDUX- The
news out of the annual Historic Alexandria

Foundation antiques show, now that most
of the numbers are in and tabulated, is bit-
tersweet this year.

First the bitter: Obviously reflecting the
times and the economy, the total gate was
down nearly 25 percent for the three-day
affair, proceeds from which go to HAF’s his-
toric preservation and restoration projects,
as compared with last year.

The sweet: HAF’s major money makers
from the show, such as the glossy and ad-
filled catalogue and the elegant $150 per
person preview party, grossed more than
$65,000. Not bad, even though it was a little
below last year’s total.

PATSY’S BIRTHDAY - The only thing that
does not improve with Patsy Ticer as an-
other year or two go by is her backhand.
Still a little errant.

But today we’re talking not about her ten-
nis game, but Patsy’s birthday, which our
favorite state senator shared the other night
with a house-full of her good friends. The
venue on a cold, rainy Old Town night was
the jam-packed waterfront home on Wolfe
Street of Joan Huffer and Rob Dugger. Food
flowed, the conversation was Democratic
and everyone seemed to be having a great
old time.

Let’s just hope Sen. Patsy isn’t asked to
referee the fight brewing among Democrats
in the primary for governor. But this wasn’t
about politics. Or was it?

Anyhow, here are a few of the folks your
hardworking reporter spotted between

bites: Ayne Furman and Arnold Miller, Ellen
and Derry Bancroft, Loti Dunn, Robert
Sennewald, Murney and Arthur Keleher,
Lonnie Rich, Ann Kavaljian, Lyles Carr,
Stanley Krejci, Shawn McLaughlin, Del Pep-
per, Marianne Weitz, Mayor Euille and
Donnie Wintermute.

 All for now, ‘Towners. Happy New Year.

— Bob Feldkamp

Taylor Run
SINGERS COLLECT

Shooter’s Hill Ecumenical Carolers
warbled their way around the top of the
hill collecting money for Children’s Hospi-
tal last week, the 42nd time they have done
so.

The generous people who live here con-
tributed $1,309.04.

TRUSTY ACCORDION
Rachel Gibson Hunt led the singers, while

Don Mela played his accordion.
Collecting the money were Wyatt and

Gabriel Qualiana, Richard Swindell with
daughter Emma and son Nathaniel, and
Dakota Kelso Hunt.

VARIED REPAST
Moina Ratliff supervised the arrangement

of the dishes brought for the supper follow-
ing the caroling.

Swedish meatballs, salade russe,
hummus with crudités, fruit salad, fresh

pineapple, potatoes in cheese sauce, pump-
kin pie, several other desserts, mulled ci-
der and red wine were enjoyed by the sing-
ers.

WHO SANG
We were especially grateful for the par-

ticipation of Ellen Bachman of the Choral
Arts Society and Betty Livingston of St.
Paul’s choir.

Dr. Jane Flinn, who teaches physical psy-
chology at George Mason University, helped
sing with husband Blair Jones, as did Sally
Macklin, Katy Cannady, Mary Cadette, Yoni
Dow, Ann O’Brien, Wanda Schwab, Caroline
and Stefan Brady, and Charles, Lisa and
Kincaid Hunt.

SPECIAL TREAT
A lovely surprise was the appearance of

Rachel Bussey, leading her father Richard.
Once more we heard her play the piano.

BECKMANN IN MALAWI
Andrew Beckmann is in Malawi working

on an AIDS education project with World
Camp.

TALLEY TO NJ
Lona Talley had a delightful Christmas

visit with Eric and family in Crosswick, N.J.
Megan is at the University of Arts in Phila-
delphia. Dezin is in high school. Lona loves
riding Amtrak.

— Lois Kelso Hunt

Neighborhoods
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16-Week Ultimate

Body Transformation

48

300 North Washington St.
Suite 106

Alexandria, VA
703-683-0777

www.ftalexandria.com

Now hiring Full and Part Time Personal Trainers

Jack says:
"What is your health and life worth?"

First

Sessio
n

Free

News

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

I
t was standing room only in
the Sister Cities Conference
Room of Alexandria City Hall

Tuesday evening for a farewell re-
ception honoring recently retired
City Attorney Ignacio Pessoa. Af-
ter 22 years with Alexandria City
government, Pessoa left his office
for the final time Dec. 31.

“I was very sorry to see Ignacio
leave. He had a very special touch.
He could explain complex con-
cepts in understandable terms to
both members of City Council and
the citizens,” said Vice Mayor
Redella “Del” Pepper in presenting
Pessoa with a tribute from the
Mirant Community Monitoring
Group which she co-chairs with
City Councilman Paul Smedberg.

“In our struggles with Mirant,
Ignacio came up with original
ideas. He was an inspiring attor-
ney,” Pepper said. Pessoa played a
major role in crafting the $34 mil-
lion settlement with Mirant to im-
prove Alexandria’s air quality.

Pepper’s praise was buttressed
by Elizabeth Chimento, a leader in
the fight against Mirant along with

Poul Hertel, who praised Pessoa’s
efforts in guiding the City and citi-
zens through the maze of State
and Federal government road-
blocks throughout the Mirant
struggles. “We couldn’t have ac-
complished this without him,” she
said.

Mayor William D. Euille read a
proclamation recognizing Pessoa’s
accomplishments while serving
first as assistant city attorney and
then, for the past eight years, as
city attorney. Euille also presented
Pessoa with a plaque and a key to
the City.

“He always applied a common
sense approach to litigation and
gave us sound advice. Being city
attorney you don’t have just one
boss, you have several. Ignacio
was dedicated to every member of
council and he is the consummate
gentleman,” Euille said.

In accepting the accolades,
Pessoa thanked the crowd for their
tributes. “Alexandria has been and
is a very special place to live and
work. This City is unique in North-
ern Virginia because of the team
work that has been exhibited on
so many issues over the years,” he
said.

Residents Praise Pessoa

Recently retired City Attorney
Ignacio Pessoa (left) and William
Skrabek, director, Office of Environ-
mental Quality, Transportation &
Environmental Services Department,
reminisce during a farewell recep-
tion for Pessoa.

Photos by Chuck Hagee/The Gazette Packet

Vice Mayor Redella “Del” Pepper reads a
tribute to recently retired City Attorney
Ignacio Pessoa from the Mirant Community
Monitoring Group during a farewell reception
held at City Hall to honor Pessoa’s 22 years of
service to the City and its residents.

“He always applied a common sense approach to litigation and gave us sound advice.”
— Mayor William D. Euille

Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries
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Keeping Shop

Short bio:
I grew up in the Northern Vir-

ginia area. I went to Columbia El-
ementary, Holmes Middle School
and Annandale High School and
then graduated from George Ma-
son University.

Why did you choose this
particular business?

This whole idea of fish started
out as a hobby. Like many kids I
was fascinated with fish but knew
very little about how to care for
them. I’d nagged my mom time
and time again for fish and on
those occasions when she did pur-
chase them, I wasn’t content on
just having them in a bowl. I
wanted to be fancy and water-
change them, clean the bowl even
when it wasn’t needed and every
time as I water-changed, my gold-
fish would die off, one at a time,
hour by hour. From then on, I was
determined to figure out what I
was doing wrong and learn how
to have them thrive. Throughout
high school I worked at local fish
stores and it was fun learning and
interacting with customers. So,
with my business partner and with
a lot of support from families and
friends, determination and a plan,
here we are.

Why did you choose to
work for yourself rather
than as an employee for
someone else?

It wasn’t so much I didn’t want
to work for someone else, as I did
after college as an account execu-
tive for a list brokerage firm. It was
more of let’s try and do something
special and see what can happen.
Opportunities don’t always come
knocking and we believed we had
a solid plan so we moved forward.

What have you learned
from being in business?

I remember working for
other companies and it was a
Monday or Tuesday and I
would think to myself “Oh
geez, there’s four or three
more days until the week-
end,” like it was a long time
to wait before couple days off.
Well, it’s definitely a wake-up
call now, days off!? That’s a
novel idea. I recall a day in
the middle of October and I
said to someone, “I’m excited
because we get a day off, end
of next month, it’ll be Thanksgiv-
ing!”

Looking back now, those three
or four days before the weekend
arrived didn’t seem all too bad at

all! But it’s all relative, mentally
and physically the day off is much
needed. On the other, that’s one
less day of business.

water and saltwater fish, inverte-
brates, corals and live plants from
all parts of the world along with
aquariums and all other related
supplies. Aquarium installations
and maintenance of aquariums is
available upon request. Please visit
our Web site for inquiries.

Key Staff:
Our store manager Richard

Christiansen is also one of my best
friends. We go back to elementary
school — in the same kindergar-
ten class to be more specific.
Growing up we worked together
at various places so he’s very ex-
perienced in the hobby. We also
have Richard and Emily — always
ready to provide excellent cus-
tomer service.

My business partner Larry Wood
is the layout designer of the store
and it is the décor that makes this
store so unique and he continu-
ally seeks creative ways to make
the store an even more enjoyable
shopping experience for hobby-
ists. Many customers have told
us it’s like going to a museum
and that is attributed to Larry’s
great creativity in the store de-
signs.

Professional affiliations/
associations:

I was a member of the Washing-
ton Area Marine Aquarist Society
prior to opening the business and
now Pristine Aquariums is one of
their sponsors.

Shop’s Décor Highlights Pristine Aquariums
Note

Keeping Shop is a regular
feature of the Gazette Packet. To
qualify, retail shops should be
locally owned or operated; new,
expanding, celebrating a
significant anniversary or doing
something otherwise newsworthy.
To nominate a business, contact
Nina Tisara,
ninat@tisaraphoto.com.

Photo by Nina Tisara

Larry Wood and Phillip Chau at Pristine Aquariums. Customers say visiting the shop is
like coming to a museum.

Send announcements to the Gazette, by
e-mail to gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday at
noon for the following week’s paper. Pho-
tos and artwork encouraged. Call Rebecca
Haliks at 703-917-6407 with questions.

Even Grounds, a provider of acces-
sibility consulting and services, has
received Alexandria’s 2008 Disability
Awareness Award for its efforts in help-
ing local businesses meet the needs of
people with disabilities.

Supporters of the Alexandria Soft
Playroom have been raising funds for
over a year — with more than $20,000
raised to date — and are trying to reach
a goal of $25,000. Supporters of the Soft
Playroom are currently holding a fund-
raiser: A Virtual “Paint a Tile” event.
Tiles can be purchased online at https:/
/express.ts.com/k?softplayroom

Business Notes

Pristine Aquariums
Business name: Pristine Aquariums
Address: 356 South Pickett St,

Alexandria VA 22304
Years at this address: a little over 5

months
Years in business: a little over 5

months
Telephone: 703-823-7878
E-mail address:

questions@pristineaquariums.com
Web site: www.pristineaquariums.com
Owner(s): Phillip Chau/Larry Wood

What have been the
advantages and/or
disadvantages of oper-
ating a business in
Alexandria?

Tough to really say on the
advantages and disadvan-
tages on the operational side
considering we’re still rela-
tively new in Alexandria but
the people are great. Mayor
Euille stopped by and visited
the store, the residents have
been wonderful in their sup-
port!

Description of services
and/or products:

Pristine Aquariums offer fresh-
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Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Highlight Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

To have a notice listed, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call
Rebecca Halik at 703-917-6407 with
questions.

OTHER ITEMS
 The T.C. Williams High School

Army Junior Reserve Officers’
Training Corps (JROTC) Drill
Team and Color Guard, honored
with an invitation to march in the
2009 Presidential Inaugural Parade
on Jan. 20, is seeking the
community’s help to purchase winter
coats, gloves and a new banner, as
well as snacks and water for the long
day. Approximately $6,500 to $7,000
will be needed to pay for the items
for the 56-cadet group. Those
interested in contributing may make
their checks payable to T.C. PTSA
and note “JROTC” in the memo line.
Mail a contribution to: T.C. Williams
PTSA, c/o T.C. Williams High School,
3330 King St., Alexandria, Va.
22302-3001. For questions, contact
T.C. PTSA President Julie Carey at
miket17752@aol.com.

The City of Alexandria’s free King
Street Trolley shifted its operating
schedule effective. The King Street
Trolley will now operate seven days a
week, from 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.
(instead of 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.).
Trolleys will depart from the
Potomac River waterfront and the
King Street Metro Station every 20
minutes (instead of every 15
minutes). The Trolley will continue
to operate free of charge, and
passengers can hop on and off the
trolley at any of the 20 designated
trolley stops. For more information
about the King Street Trolley Service,
visit www.alexandriava.gov/trolley
or contact Jim Maslanka, Department
of Transportation and Environmental
Services, at 703-838-3800.

The Northern Virginia Chapter of
the National Ovarian Cancer
Coalition has begun an effort to get
a State of Virginia special license
plate to increase awareness of
ovarian cancer. For more information
or to obtain a special license plate
application, contact Mary or Jon
Halsall at 703-823-6543.

The Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria’s local-access TV show,
“Alexandria Animal Matters,”
has a new airtime, Tuesdays at 9
p.m. on Alexandria Cable Channel
#69.

SATURDAY/JAN. 17
 Christmas Tree Recycling. City of

Alexandria will collect Christmas
trees for recycling from residents
who receive pick up service. Trees
must be out at the curb by 7 a.m. All
ornaments, tinsel and stands are
removed, and to not place trees in
plastic bags, as these items will
contaminate the mulch. 703-519-
3486 or visit www.alexandriava.gov/
tes.

TUESDAY/JAN. 20
 Support Group. 6:30 p.m. at The

Hermitage in Northern Virginia. Meet
with other members and get
information on Alzheimer’s or other
memory loss ailments. Free. 703-797-
3815.

MONDAY/JAN. 22
 Holistic Moms Network. 7:15 p.m.

at Burke Library, 4701 Seminary
Road. Learn about the group, meet
other moms and more. Visit
www.holisticmoms.org or 877-HOL-
MOMS.

Ernest John Mansmann, Jr.,
known to all as E.J., died Tuesday
Jan. 6, 2009 at age 92 at his home
in Mathews, Va.

Born in Marlborough, Mass., he
graduated from Harvard in 1937
and took his M.A. there in 1939.
He taught French, Spanish, Latin
and German at private preparatory
schools, the University of Pennsyl-
vania and George Washington
University.

He served in World War II at
Supreme Allied Command Head-
quarters in London under General
Eisenhower and in France and
Germany with the First French
Army, for which he was decorated
with the Ordre de l’Étoile Noire by
the French government.

From 1946-1952 he worked on
Wall Street as a foreign credit ana-
lyst at Bankers Trust Company and
later at the First National Bank of
Boston.

In 1952 he entered the Depart-
ment of State as a Cultural Affairs
Officer and from 1956-58 served
as Assistant Cultural Attaché at the
American Embassy in Paris. From
1958-80 he was in charge of Eu-
ropean and Middle American cul-
tural exchange programs and the
Voluntary Visitors Leader Pro-

gram. He was instrumental in the
creation of the National Council
for International Visitors.

After his retirement he was es-
pecially active in Alexandria, civic
and cultural organizations, as a
travel counselor at the Tourist
Council and teacher at St.
Stephen’s and St. Agnes School.

In 1981 he founded Bed and
Breakfast, Ltd. of Alexandria, one
of the country’s first reservation
services, offering accommodations
in some of the most historic homes
of Old Town Alexandria. His sec-
ond retirement brought him to
Mathews County, Va. in 1993.

He was a member of the
Harvard Clubs of Boston and
Washington, The Mathews Yacht
Club, Belle Haven Country Club,
The Alexandria Athenaeum, the
Alexandria Association, The Alex-
andria Historical Society, and the
Alexandria Historical foundation.

He was preceded in death by his
wife of 49 years, Letitia, and is
survived by his daughter Betsy
Henderson, her husband Jaik and
beloved granddaughters Elizabeth
and Caroline.

A memorial service was held
Monday, Jan. 12 at Foster-Faulkner
Funeral Home in Mathews, Va.

Obituary

Ernest John Mansmann, Jr.

Bulletin Board
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45OFF
Any Complete

Refinishing Project$
HOLIDAY CHEER! America’s preferred refinisher

since 1979!

Don’t Replace It -

Refinish it!

Completely restore your

BATHTUBS
WALL TILES OR COUNTERTOPS

to just like new for up to 75% less than replacing!

Miracle Method®

SURFACE RESTORATION

www.MiracleMethod.com

Offer good through Jan. 31, 2009 Call today for a free estimate.

703-738-4801

Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage
the patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for
surgery. I regard him as one of the premier dentists in the
non-surgical management of TMJ Disorders.”
—Dr. Joseph Arzadon

“Very professional environment, excellent level of service,
up-to-date dental technology.” — Anne

“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my
concerns seriously.” — Mary 

“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop
relationships with  your patients.” — Kim

“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat
your patients with respect and courtesy in a way that  is
extremely rare.” — Nancy

Trusted Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.

Cosmetic Dental Services:
• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• In Office Whitening
• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually
  painless anesthesia

Unique Dental Services:
• Dental Sleep Appliance
• Computer Preview of New Smile

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere
• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
   during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with
  Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
  Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile
  Magazine & TMJ News-n-Views

Testimonials
Michael B. Rogers, DDS

Dennis J. Holly, DMD
4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDental.com

Open House
Parents Only

Come and watch a class in action!
Wednesday, January 28, from 9:30 A.M. to 11:00 A.M.

MONTESSORI

SCHOOL OF ALEXANDRIA

6300 Florence Lane, Alexandria, VA 22310

Ph.: 703-960-3498   Fax: 703-960-4667

Directions:
Take the Beltway to Telegraph Road south; just after the
Franconia intersection, take a left onto Florence Lane.

We are at the top of the hill on the right.
We look forward to seeing you.

montschoolalex.com

Collecting for the Needy
Bishop Ireton Junior, D’Elia Chandler dropped off letters to the houses on Cameron
Mills Road asking her neighbors to give what they can to fill shoeboxes for So Others
Might Eat (SOME), an interfaith, community-based organization that exists to help the
poor and homeless of the Nation’s capital. D’Elia collected enough scarves, hats, toys
toiletries, and other items to fill 40 shoeboxes. D’Elia collected bags of donations and
many more items were dropped in a big tub outside her house marked SOME. One
household alone donated more than 40 toiletry bags loaded with essential items.

Schools

Success
usually
comes
to
those
who
are too
busy
to be
looking
for it.

—Henry
David

Thoreau
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Lady Titans Take Trip to the Top

Senior Khalia Boston had 12 points and four rebounds in
the Titans’ 43-36 win over South County Tuesday night. It
was the team’s third-straight win over a top team from
the Patriot District.
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T.C. Williams girls have
reeled off three-straight
district wins over
quality competition.

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette Packet

W
ith arguably the best girl’s bas-
ketball player in the region re-
turning for her senior season,
there were lofty goals for the

T.C. Williams girl’s basketball team and star
player Tierra Ruffin-Pratt. But after two straight
losses to start the season against better than
advertised competition — Mount Vernon and
Forest Park — it appeared as if the weight of

those expecta-
tions might do in
the Lady Titans.

But it turns out
a trip to get away
from those cham-
pionship pros-
pects was all the
T.C. Williams girls
needed to get
back on track.

“When we went to the Myrtle Beach Tourna-
ment (over holiday break) we bonded a lot and
that made us stronger and closer as a team,”
said Ruffin-Pratt after the Titans finished off
South County Tuesday night, 43-36, for its
third-consecutive pivotal Patriot District win.

Although the team finished with an average

“If we keep taking
steps forward, this
can be a very good
team.”
— Coach Cavanaugh Hagen

Alexandria’s Schools Clash in Wrestling
With all four city
schools in attendance,
Episcopal crowned city
grappling champion.

Ireton’s Mark Rodriguez goes for a pinning combination against Jose
Flores of T.C. Williams. Rodriguez ended up pinning Flores after trailing
5-3 in the third period.
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See Clash of Schools,  Page 31

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette Packet

T
hey may not share the same con-
ference, but no matter what sport,
the rare occasions all four Alexan-

dria high schools getting together always
seem to have significant meaning.

That was no different last Friday when
all four wrestling teams from area high
schools came together at Bishop Ireton for
what has become an annual clash between
rivals. In past seasons, the meet, which is
typically held in the second week of Janu-
ary, only included Episcopal, St. Stephen’s/
St. Agnes, and Ireton. This year, T.C. Will-
iams joined the fray to make the event a
true determinant of who has the best grap-

plers in Alexandria.
“The guys always look forward to this

meet, and adding T.C. makes it a little more
special to see where we stand in the city,”
said St. Stephen’s/St. Agnes coach Joe
Shabelski.

EPISCOPAL TOOK HOME bragging
rights on the mat, easily defeating the com-
petition in all three of its dual meets. The
Maroon’s smallest margin of victory came
in a 50-19 win over Ireton. Episcopal also
defeated fellow IAC foe St. Stephen’s/St.
Agnes, 58-12, and dominated a depleted
T.C. Williams squad, 72-7.

Quinn Caslow (112), Hunter Fairchild
(130), Smith Marks (145), Beau Perona
(160), Ed Pritchard (171), Hill Du Bose
(189), and Alex Henry (heavyweight) all
finished 3-0 for Episcopal, who also went
2-1 in a quad meet Saturday, earning victo-
ries over Woodberry Forest (43-28) and
Norfolk Academy (48-27).

“What pleased me was every single kid I
had scored team points over the weekend,”

Senior guard Monica Fikes and the T.C.
Williams girl’s basketball team have
rebounded from two losses to start the
season and are now 8-4 this year

2-2 record at the Crescent Bank Holiday Tournament
in South Carolina, it seems as if these Titans found
their groove while out of town. Since returning from
that trip, T.C. Williams (8-4 overall, 4-0 Patriot) has
dispatched Lee, West Springfield, and South County

See District Wins,  Page 34

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or  mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com
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 T.C. Williams coach Julian King talks with his team during a timeout of last Saturday’s
game against Montrose Christian, a 70-53 loss for the Titans. The game was held at
University of Maryland’s Comcast Pavilion in front of nearly 2,000 fans.
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Titans Shell-shocked at Maryland
Slow start dooms T.C.
Williams against
Montrose Christian.

“This was
like a state
championship.”
— T.C. Williams junior

Ryan Yates

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette Packet

T
hey may be the defending Virginia AAA
state champions and they may claim to
not be fazed by any opposition, but even
the T.C. Williams boy’s basketball team

isn’t immune to being a little awestruck every once
in a while.

That’s the predicament the Titans
found themselves in last Saturday
night with close to 2,000 fans packed
into Comcast Pavilion on the campus
of University of Maryland as they went
head-to-head with Montrose Christian,
the No. 10 in the nation according to
ESPN and the No. 1 team in the area
according to the Washington Post.

T.C. Williams (10-2 overall, 5-0 Pa-
triot District) fell behind by double
digits in a matter of minutes and Montrose Chris-
tian never looked back, cruising to a 70-53 win. It
was just the Titans second loss of the season, but it
may have taught them a valuable lesson when the
topic of a second consecutive state title inevitably
comes up next month.

“We were kind of wide eyed at the beginning,”
said coach Julian King. “We’ve been starting slow
all year long, but once you meet a team that’s just as
good as you at every position, and maybe even bet-
ter, you’re playing catch-up the entire game, and it’s
hard to do that the entire game.”

THE OUTCOME HAD no real bearing on the Ti-
tans’ pursuit of another district, regional, or state
championship, but it clearly meant a lot to the team’s
veterans, who wanted revenge after last season’s 64-
58 double overtime loss to Montrose at T.C. Williams.

“This was lovely, this was like a state champion-
ship,” said junior Ryan Yates, who had 13 points in
the game. “For the younger guys, who didn’t go
through last year, this is really going to help us.”

But while the Titans lost nine seniors from their
title-winning team a year ago, Montrose Christian
coach Stu Vetter admitted after the game this season’s
Mustang squad might be his best ever with “nine or
10 players that will play some form of Division-I col-
lege basketball.” That’s saying something for a school
that has produced NBA products like Kevin Durant
and Linas Kleiza in the past five years.

ONE OF THE BIGGEST issues — literally — that
T.C. Williams couldn’t overcome was the Mustang’s

ridiculous amount of height. Montrose
Christian had seven players 6-foot-3 or
taller, including 7-foot-1 sophomore T.
Jordan Omogbehin, who didn’t even
play.

“Last year we could match up better
with them,” said Yates, who had to
guard 6-foot-10 Mouphtaou Yarou —
a game high 21 points — for much of
the game. “So at times, my natural
position may have been on the wing,

but I was guarding a center who is going to Villanova.
It was tough for me.”

But after falling behind by 17 points in the first
quarter, T.C. Williams never backed down, playing
Montrose even the rest of the way. The Titans even
had a shot to cut the lead to single digits at several
points during the second and third quarters, but as is
typical when fighting a large deficit, the comeback
takes up so much energy that coming up short is in-
evitable.

“We just started too late,” said senior Edward
Jenkins, who bounced back from a shaky start to score
a team-high 15 points. “Any time you start late against
a good team, you’re going to lose and it took a loss
for us to realize it.”

His words rung true Tuesday night, as T.C. Will-
iams rebounded with an 83-54 thumping of South
County.
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Legal Notices

Alexandria Board of Architectural Review
Parker-Gray District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

====================================
=========================
A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria 
Board of Architectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, JANUARY 28, 2009 begining at 7:30 PM 
in Council Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications: 

The Board will hold a work session on the 
James Bland redevelopment project 

immediately following the adjournment of 
the Regular Public Meeting in the City 

Council Work room.

CASE BAR2008-0253
Request for approval of alterations at 322 N. 
Payne St, zoned RB 
APPLICANT: Scott Keplinger

CASE BAR2009-0001
Request for approval of demolition/encapsula-
tion at 324 N. Payne St, zoned RB 
APPLICANT: Mark Orling for Bryan Currier

CASE BAR2009-0002
Request for approval of addition/alterations at 
324 N. Payne St, zoned RB 
APPLICANT: Mark Orling for Bryan Currier

Information about the above item(s) may be ob-
tained from the Department of Planning and 
Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 2100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 
838-4666

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY: To whom it may 
concern, take notice that the Annual Report of 
the BLACKBURN FOUNDATION, INC. FYE 
10/31/08 is available for inspection at 201 North 
Union Street, Alexandria, VA 22314, during reg-
ular business hours by request within 180 days 
after publication of this notice. Request to in-
spect Annual Report should be made to J.W. 
Blackburn, Prin. Mgr 703-519-3703

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2009 - 7:30 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, City Hall 
Alexandria, Virginia

Information about these items may be obtained 
from the: Department of Planning and Zoning, 
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, Virgin-
ia 22314, telephone: (703) 838-4688 
====================================
=========================

BZA CASE #2008-0034 
1200 DUKE STREET 
OC, OFFICE COMMERCIAL 
Thomas J. Fannon,owner: Appeal of the Direc-
tor of Planning and Zoning's decision to revoke 
the November 3, 2003, Zoning Determination 
Letter to Thomas J. Fannon & Sons, Inc., at 
1200 Duke Street. 

BZA CASE #2008-0040 
106 EAST MAPLE STREET 
R-2-5, RESIDENTIAL 
Bruce and Margaret Grathwohl, owners: Special 
exception to construct a one-story rear addition 
4.80 feet from the east side property line. If the 
special exception is granted, the Board of Zon-
ing Appeals will be granting a special exception 
from section 12-102(A) of the zoning ordinance 
relating to physical enlargement of a noncom-
plying structure.

BZA CASE #2008-0041 
426 NORTH COLUMBUS STREET 
CL, COMMERCIAL LOW 
Cromley Family LLC, owners: Variance to modi-
fy an existing detached rear structure on the 
north side and west rear property lines. If the 
variance is granted, the Board of Zoning Ap-
peals will be granting a variance from section 
12-102(A) of the zoning ordinance relating to 
physical enlargement of a noncomplying struc-
ture.
. 
BZA CASE #2008-0042 
26 EAST OAK STREET 
R-2-5, RESIDENTIAL 
Brian and Megan Balkovi, owners: Variance to 
construct a detached two-car garage with sec-

TRUSTEE'S SALE

OF VALUABLE

IMPROVED REAL ESTATE

Improved by the premises known as

7940 Sausalito Place #24E, Alexandria, 
Virginia

In execution of a Deed of Trust from 
Robert C. Sholar, dated March 14, 2006, and 
recorded March 16, 2006, in Deed Book 18293 
at page 1237 among the Land Records of Fair-
fax County, Virginia, the undersigned substitute 
trustee will offer for sale at public auction at the 
front entrance of the Judicial Center for Fairfax 
County, at 4110 Chain Brdige Road, Fairfax, 
Virginia, on

Tuesday, January 20, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. 

the following property being the property 
contained in said Deed of Trust, described as 
follows:

Residence 24-E, Phase I, Sequoyah

Tax Map No. 101-2-10-0024E

Commonly known as 7940 Sausalito Place
#24E, Alexandria, Virginia 22309.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of 
$20,000.00 or ten percent (10%) of the sale 
price, whichever amount is less, in the form of 
cash or its equivalent will be required of the pur-
chaser at the time and place of sale; the bal-
ance of the purchase money being due and 
payable within fifteen (15) days after sale, time 
expressly being of the essence, with interest at 
the rate of 7.0 percent per annum from date of 
sale to date of settlement. Provided, however, 
that if the holder of the secured promissory note 
is the successful bidder at the sale, no cash de-
posit shall be required, and part of or the entire 
indebtedness, including interest and costs, se-
cured by the Deed of Trust, may be set off 
against the purchase price. 

Any defaulting purchaser shall forfeit the 
deposit and stand the risk and cost of resale.

Sale shall be made subject to all existing 
easements and restrictive covenants as the 
same may lawfully affect the real estate. Sale is 
further subject to mechanic's and/or material-
man's liens of record and not of record. The 
property will be sold subject to all conditions, 
covenants, restrictions, rights of redemption of 
federal lienholders or encumbrances, and 
agreements of record affecting the same, if 
any.

In the event the undersigned trustee is 
unable to convey to the purchaser good title, 
then purchaser's sole and exclusive remedy 
shall be in the refund of the deposit paid at the 
time of sale.

The subject property and all improve-
ments thereon will be sold in "as is" condition 
without warranty of any kind. Purchaser shall 
be responsible for any and all building and/or 
zoning code violations whether of record or not 
of record, as well as for all unpaid and enforcea-
ble homeowners' or condominium owners' asso-
ciation dues and assessments, if any. Purchas-
er also shall be responsible for obtaining pos-
session of the property at his/her expense. Pur-
chaser shall assume the risk of loss and shall 
be responsible for any damage, vandalism, 
theft, destruction, or the like, of or to the proper-
ty occurring after the time of sale. Conveyance 
will be by special warranty deed. Conveyanc-
ing, recording, transfer taxes, notary fees, ex-
amination of title, state stamps, and all other 
costs of conveyance are to be at the expense of 
purchaser. State and local taxes, public charg-
es, and special or regular assessments, if any, 
shall be adjusted to the date of sale and there-
after shall be assumed by the purchaser.

The undersigned trustee unconditionally 
reserves the right: (i) to waive the deposit re-
quirement; (ii) to approve or disapprove the 
creditworthiness of any bidder and/or purchaser; 
(iii) to withdraw the property from sale at any 
time prior to termination of the bidding; (iv) to 
extend the time for bidding; (v) to reject any or 
all bids; (vi) to postpone or set over the date or 

time of sale; and (vii) to extend the period of 
time for settlement hereunder.

Additional terms and conditions of sale 
may be announced at the time of sale.

DAVID N. PRENSKY
Substitute Trustee

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
David N. Prensky
Chasen & Chasen
5225 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. #500
Washington, D.C. 20015
(202) 244-4000

TRUSTEE'S SALE

OF VALUABLE

IMPROVED REAL ESTATE

Improved by the premises known as

2826 Preston Avenue, Alexandria, Virginia

In execution of a Deed of Trust from Car-
los A. Sorto and Jesus Sorto, dated September 
14, 2005, and recorded September 19, 2005, in 
Deed Book 17757 at page 554 among the Land 
Records of Fairfax County, Virginia, the under-
signed substitute trustee will offer for sale at 
public auction at the front entrance of the Judi-
cial Center for Fairfax County, at 4110 Chain 
Bridge Road, Fairfax, Virginia, on

Tuesday, January 20, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. 

the following property being the property 
contained in said Deed of Trust, described as 
follows:

Tax Map No. 093-1-18G-0232, 093-1-18G-0233 
& 093-1-18G-0234

Commonly known as 2826 Preston Avenue, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22306.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of 
$35,000.00 or ten percent (10%) of the sale 
price, whichever amount is less, in the form of 
cash or its equivalent will be required of the pur-
chaser at the time and place of sale; the bal-
ance of the purchase money being due and 
payable within fifteen (15) days after sale, time 
expressly being of the essence, with interest at 
the rate of 5.125 percent per annum from date 
of sale to date of settlement. Provided, howev-
er, that if the holder of the secured promissory 
note is the successful bidder at the sale, no 
cash deposit shall be required, and part of or 
the entire indebtedness, including interest and 
costs, secured by the Deed of Trust, may be set 
off against the purchase price. 

Any defaulting purchaser shall forfeit the 
deposit and stand the risk and cost of resale.

Sale shall be made subject to all existing 
easements and restrictive covenants as the 
same may lawfully affect the real estate. Sale is 
further subject to mechanic's and/or material-
man's liens of record and not of record. The 
property will be sold subject to all conditions, 
covenants, restrictions, rights of redemption of 
federal lienholders or encumbrances, and 
agreements of record affecting the same, if 
any.

In the event the undersigned trustee is 
unable to convey to the purchaser good title, 
then purchaser's sole and exclusive remedy 
shall be in the refund of the deposit paid at the 
time of sale.

The subject property and all improve-
ments thereon will be sold in "as is" condition 
without warranty of any kind. Purchaser shall 
be responsible for any and all building and/or 
zoning code violations whether of record or not 
of record, as well as for all unpaid and enforcea-
ble homeowners' or condominium owners' asso-
ciation dues and assessments, if any. Purchas-
er also shall be responsible for obtaining pos-
session of the property at his/her expense. Pur-
chaser shall assume the risk of loss and shall 
be responsible for any damage, vandalism, 
theft, destruction, or the like, of or to the proper-
ty occurring after the time of sale. Conveyance 
will be by special warranty deed. Conveyanc-
ing, recording, transfer taxes, notary fees, ex-
amination of title, state stamps, and all other 
costs of conveyance are to be at the expense of 
purchaser. State and local taxes, public charg-
es, and special or regular assessments, if any, 
shall be adjusted to the date of sale and there-
after shall be assumed by the purchaser.

The undersigned trustee unconditionally 
reserves the right: (i) to waive the deposit re-
quirement; (ii) to approve or disapprove the 
creditworthiness of any bidder and/or purchaser; 
(iii) to withdraw the property from sale at any 
time prior to termination of the bidding; (iv) to 
extend the time for bidding; (v) to reject any or 
all bids; (vi) to postpone or set over the date or 
time of sale; and (vii) to extend the period of 
time for settlement hereunder.

Additional terms and conditions of sale 
may be announced at the time of sale.

DAVID N. PRENSKY
Substitute Trustee

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
David N. Prensky
Chasen & Chasen
5225 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. #500
Washington, D.C. 20015
(202) 244-4000

Legal Notices

ond-floor storage 2.10 feet from the north side 
property line and 2.10 feet from the west side 
property line.

BZA CASE #2008-0043 
311 EAST OXFORD AVENUE 
R-2-5, RESIDENTIAL 
Brooks and Megan Brown, owner: Special ex-
ception to (1) expand a covered front open 
porch with a side wrap porch 20.80 feet from
the 
front property line and (2) construct a second 
story addition and a new rear two-story addition 
6.90 feet from the east side property line. If the 
special excpetion is granted, the Board of Zon-
ing Appeals will be granting a special exception 
from section 12-102(A) of the zoning ordinance 
relating to physical enlargement of a noncom-
plying structure.

BZA2009-0001 
321 EAST RAYMOND AVENUE 
R-2-5, RESIDENTIAL 
Alabama Ave LLC, by Steve Kolinski, architect: 
Variance to construct a detached one-car ga-
rage 3.00 feet from the rear property line and 
3.00 feet from the east side property line.

Legal NoticesSports

125-pounder Bryan Edwards of T.C. Williams goes for the
pin in his match St. Stephen’s/St. Agnes as part of last
Friday’s Alexandria city wrestling meet held at Bishop
Ireton High School.
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Clash of Schools
From Page 29

said coach Steve Castle, whose
team now has an 8-2 dual meet
record. “Winning the Alexandria
meet meant a lot of them.”

T.C. Williams had a tougher go
of things, going 0-3 against the
rest of Alexandria, but according
to coach Jason Perkins, it wasn’t a
fair indicator of how talented the
Titans are on the mat. Perkins said
several of his wrestlers did not
compete in the meet due to disci-
plinary reasons, which meant the
Titans had to forfeit eight of the
14 weight classes as a result.

Titan sophomore Marvin Gomez
seemed to have no trouble with
the adverse situation, upping his
personal record to 21-6 for the
season, defeating all three wres-
tlers he faced.

“I try to think just about me win-
ning every time,” said Gomez on
how he copes with a lopsided team
score. “I work so hard during the
offseason that you just don’t think
about anything but your match.”

No doubt, though, it was a tough
predicament for wrestlers like
125-pounder Bryan Edwards, who
despite an impressive 10-3 victory
over Ireton’s Andrew Georgieff
and a pin against St. Stephen’s/
St. Agnes, had no team win to
show for it.

The silver lining for Perkins is
that Edwards served as an ex-
ample for the rest of his team that
wasn’t allowed to wrestle.

“Bryan is one of the guys who

was missing earlier in the season
and he’s now on the mat,” said
Perkins. “He’s doing real well, he’s
a lot more focused now.”

THE MOST EXCITING match of
the day was between St.
Stephen’s/St. Agnes and
Ireton, with the Cardinals up five
points heading into the last bout.
The Saints’ Henry Knotts defeated
Ireton’s Darcy Gomez by minor
decision in the 112-pound weight
class, but it wasn’t enough to close
the final team deficit, leaving the
match’s final score at 36-34 in fa-
vor of Ireton.

“Never did a loss feel so good,”
said Ireton coach Don Dight,
whose team finished 2-1 on the
day, also defeating T.C. Williams,
69-8. Elliot Mondragon (103
pounds) went undefeated for the
Cardinals. St. Stephen’s/St. Agnes
finished with a dual meet record
of 1-2 led by Tyler Haley (119
pounds) and Everett Epstein
(215).

In the aftermath of the day’s
event, all anyone wanted to talk
about was how to make sure an-
other year doesn’t go by without
a proper showcase for what the
Alexandria wrestling scene has to
offer.

“It was the first time we had
done something like this and it
seemed like every coach there was
excited and talking about who was
going to host next year,” Dight
said.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

EXPERIENCE THE JOYS AND REWARDS

Over 550 independently owned & operated offices worldwide

Quality of life is important to everyone. We help
keep seniors independent. If you like to cook, run
errands, and are a people person we need
Companions and CNAs. We also offer flexible FT
& PT hrs.  We only hire the best.  Visit:

www.BeAComfortKeeper.com

703-591-7117

WE ARE COMFORT KEEPER®

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

MEDICAL OFFICE 
INSURANCE CLERK

Immediate FT opening in busy pediatric 
office in Alexandria, M-F, 10-6.  Please 
call Lee Ann at 703-914-8989, ext 128.

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

Immediate Openings. Ideal for
students/others. Customer

Sales/Svc. Flex Schedules.  All
ages 18+. Conditions apply.

Call 703-359-7600

2009 EXPANSION
$17.00 Base-Appt. RECEPTIONIST

Energetic, PT Recpt. needed for a busy, 4 
doctor AAHA-certified animal hospital. 
Comp pay, flex hours. pd trng and friendly 
staff.   Please   call   703-451-1995 or    send 
resume   to   Springfieldah@aol.com  

TELEPHONE RECEPTIONIST/ 
OFFICE HELP

For busy OT Alex Co. Must be prompt, 
hard working, excellent phone manners. 

F/T.   Call:  703-548-1124.

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Keedo Children’s Boutique in 

Alexandria for sale.  
Interested individuals please 

call:  703-768-9100

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, photog-
raphy, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid. Call
John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or
email internship@connection
newspapers.com

P/T RECEPTIONIST
Needed for busy chiropractic physical

therapy practice.  Email resumes to

stw123@cox.net

From Page 11

Letters

community and the importance of the key
services they provide, Tim has worked on
City Council to provide needed funding to
support those programs. Let’s keep Tim on
City Council.

Diane Charles
Katherine Morrison

Kimberly Mullins

Walker vs. Va. Paving
To the Editor:

This is in response to comments from
Boyd Walker regarding Virginia Paving and
its sponsorship of the 2nd Annual King
Street Mile race [Letter, “Fighting Pollu-
tion,” Gazette Packet, Jan. 8-14].

Mr. Walker seems to think that this spon-
sorship will curry favor, buy support, from
the Alexandria City Council, city manager
and city staff. That’s silly, and insulting to
all of us. While I don’t necessarily agree with
council and staff all the time, in my 40-plus
years of being involved with Alexandria ac-
tivities, I have never seen any action on the
part of the council or the city that would
suggest their votes or support could be
bought. Does Mr. Walker object to the
$150,000 that Mirant gives to T.C. Will-
iams? Mr. Walker wants to be elected to the
City Council. When I am making a decision
as to a candidate to vote for I want some-
one that has my interests and those of the
city at heart, one who will work hard, one
who has an open mind and will look at the
facts and all sides of the issue before vot-
ing. Mr. Boyd seems to have already decided
Virginia Paving is guilty of everything and
he will vote to deny whatever they seek
from the council and the city. Interesting
campaign strategy.

Joe Schramm
Alexandria

First Night Success
To the Editor:

On behalf of the Board of Directors of First
Night Alexandria we would like to thank
all the patrons who braved the cold and
wind of New Year’s Eve to help make the
14th annual celebration of First Night a
success.

The 30 venues with 175 performances
warmed the hearts of those who attended.
The audience members offered their warm
appreciation to those offering their talent.

In addition to the patrons we would like
to thank our sponsors who provided the
much-needed foundation for the event.

The King Street Mile race had almost 400
runners this year, about double last year’s
number. Sponsors led by Virginia Paving
with Pacers Running Store and Fitness To-
gether are to be congratulated.

There are too many sponsors to name in
this space but a few must be singled out.
Vorys Legal Council were the kind sponsors
of the First Night Alexandria badges. Jack
Taylor Toyota was the transportation spon-
sor. First Night was fortunate to have a great
number of “in kind” sponsors as well.

Again, thanks to everyone who helped
make First Night Alexandria a success.

Michael Geissinger, President
First Night Alexandria
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Asphalt, Concrete and Brick
Residential and Commercial

Resurfacing, Repair, Resealing
Sidewalks, steps, Patios
7AM – 11PM • 7 Days/wk

Check Out my website

Pete’s Driveways
www.PetesDriveways.com

Need to Fix Your
Driveway?

Call 703.582.2110

ASPHALT ASPHALT

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified
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4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

4 RE for Sale

INVESTOR SPECIAL!
Thosands below market value 

703-439-7144

12 Commercial Lease

EXISTING HAIR/NAIL 
SALON AVAILABLE 

2,800 SF in center with 
Babies R Us. Corner of 

Columbia Pike & 
Leesburg Pike. Contact:

GREG GOLDBERG 
703-698-4034

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
Fax 703-917-0992

E-mail: classified
@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

I Never think 
of the future. 

It comes soon
enough.

-Albert Einstein

21 Announcements
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Professional Service
and Quality Workmanship

JAMES R. CAMPBELL
Painting Contractor

Since
1977

Other Services:
• Custom Colors
• Wallpaper Removal
• Water Damage

• Drywall/Plaster Repairs
• Stain and Sealing
• Power Washing
• Rotten Wood Replacement

540-894-5004Free
Estimates

Owner
Operated

PAINTING PAINTING

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles
•Repairs •Reroofs
•Flat Roofs
Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

HOUSE
CLEANING
SERVICE

703-433-2023

Exc. Refs., Have Own
Supplies (optional),

Flexible Hours

MMAARRGGAARR IITTAA’’SS

CCLLEEAANNIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEE
Residential &Commercial

Independently Owned
& Operated

Good Refs   Free Estimates

703-768-2130

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

CLEANING CLEANING

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

Good is not
good, where

better is
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

Sports
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Ruffin-Pratt Honored
Adding to her already full trophy case following a remarkable junior
season, T.C. Williams star Tierra Ruffin-Pratt (2008 All-Met Player of
the Year, 2008 Gatorade Virginia State Player of the Year, and a 2008
Parade All-American) was honored at halftime of the Lady Titans
game against West Springfield last Friday night for surpassing the
2,000-point barrier earlier this year.
Here she is being presented a hand-painted commemorative basket-
ball from former T.C. Williams girl’s basketball star, Cathy Grimes-
Miller. It was all part of the Lady Titans’ alumni night festivities.

From Page 29

Three-Straight District Wins
— the three teams that are expected to

challenge the Titans as they go after a
fourth-straight Patriot District title.

TUESDAY NIGHT against the Stallions
(10-3, 4-2), a vastly improved team from
a season ago, the Titans stormed out to an
early 11-2 lead, but found themselves in a
battle after being held to just three points
during the second quarter. But led by
Ruffin-Pratt (20 points, seven rebounds,
and a ridiculous 11 steals) and senior
Khalia Boston (12 points, four rebounds),
T.C. grinded out the win down the stretch,
holding South County to just four points
in the fourth quarter.

“The key was keeping the switch on,” said
Boston. “We turned it off a little bit in the
second quarter, but we picked it back up.
For us, it’s just a matter of keeping the in-
tensity up.”

The Titans’ first-year coach, Cavanaugh
Hagen, agrees. After watching her team put
up a heroic effort against West Springfield,
coming back from a 12-point deficit in a
46-43 win, Hagen was disappointed that her
team forced some bad shots and wasn’t as
consistent against South County.

Still, with an unblemished district record
following a stretch playing some of the
toughest competition in the area, there’s no
denying the Lady Titans appear back on
course after a rough go of things to start
the year.

“They definitely had some lapses, but on
any good team you have lapses and then
fight back,” said Hagen. “And if we keep tak-
ing steps forward, this can be a very good
team.”

T.C. Williams will look to continue its re-
cent hot streak with games Thursday
against West Potomac and Friday against
Lake Braddock.

The Scholarship Fund of Alexandria invites
graduating seniors from the T.C. Williams High
School Class of 2009 to apply for more than 200
scholarships through a single application on the
organization’s Web site, www.AlexScholarship
Fund.org. The deadline for completing the appli-
cation is 5 p.m., Feb. 6.

For more information, visit the Fund’s Web site
or call 703-824-6730.

Saint Rita School is holding an open house on
Sunday, Jan. 25 from 12:15-1:30 p.m. and Mon-
day, Jan. 26 from 9:30-11 a.m. for K-8th grade and
Saturday, Jan. 31 from 6:15-7:30 p.m. for middle
school. Located at 3801 Russell Road. Visit
www.saintrita-school.org or 703-548-1888 ext. 32.

School Notes

The T.C. Williams High School Army Jun-
ior Reserve Officers’  Training Corps
(JROTC) Drill Team and Color Guard, hon-
ored with an invitation to march in the 2009
Presidential Inaugural Parade on Jan. 20, is seek-
ing the community’s help to purchase winter coats,
gloves and a new banner, as well as snacks and
water for the long day. Approximately $6,500 to
$7,000 will be needed to pay for the items for the
56-cadet group.

Those interested in contributing may make their
checks payable to T.C. PTSA and note “JROTC” in
the memo line. Mail your contribution to: T.C.
Williams PTSA, c/o T.C. Williams High School,
3330 King St., Alexandria, Va. 22302-3001. If you
have questions, contact T.C. PTSA President Julie
Carey at miket17752@aol.com.
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