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Jafar played by William Havranek, a seventh grader at Carl Sandburg
Middle School, sings of his ambition to have Jasmine for his own.

Aladdin played by R.C. Corl sets the Genie
(Emily Whitworth) free.

Michael Page, a senior at Hayfield Secondary School, choreographed
this performance of “Aladdin Jr.”

A
ldersgate Church
Children’s Theater
is presenting

Disney’s “Aladdin, Jr.” Shows
are at 7:30 p.m. on Jan. 17,
23 and 24. Matinees are at 3
p.m. on Jan. 18, 19, 24 and
25. All tickets are $10 at the
door or $9 if ordered through
the Web site at
www.acctonline.org. The
single exception is the Jan.
24 matinee which has $7
tickets for those age 7 and
below. The cast of 33 youth
actors range in age from 8 – 18 years
old.

The performances are on stage in

‘Aladdin Jr.’ This Weekend

Wesley Hall at the Aldersgate United
Methodist Church, 1301 Collingwood
Road in Alexandria.
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Officer
Faces
Civil Suit
Plaintiffs seek $6
million in damages
and a jury trial.

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

O
n Friday, Jan. 9, John McIn-
tosh and Cynthia
Colasanto, parents of the

late Ashley McIntosh, and co-admin-
istrators for her estate, filed a $6 mil-
lion civil law suit
against Fairfax
County Police Of-
ficer Amanda Perry
claiming negli-
gence and gross
negligence leading
up to the automo-
bile accident of
Feb. 12, 2008 that
resulted in Ashley
McIntosh’s death.

Filed in Fairfax
County Circuit
Court by attorney
Thomas J. Curcio,
P.C., the suit claims
“the defendant
(Perry) owed
members of the
general public, in-
cluding Ashley
McIntosh, the duty to exercise ordi-
nary care and the duty to obey the
laws for the operation of automo-
biles.”

The suit also states, “Despite her
actual and constructive knowledge of
these duties and the dangers posed
by a breach of these duties, the de-
fendant, in operating the police
cruiser prior to, and at the time of the
collision, was guilty of negligence
which proximately caused the colli-
sion.” The plaintiffs are asking for a
jury trial.

“Although there is both a charge of
negligence and gross negligence the
court can only rule on one,” said
Curcio. Both negligence charges are

“I am
confident

that the civil
case will

bring to light
the reckless

actions of
Amanda

Perry.”
— Meredith Heller,

sister of Ahley
McIntosh

See Officer Sued,  Page 3

Hyland Hosts
Chairman
Debate
His annual “virtual
bus tour” will follow.

See Chairman Debate,  Page 3

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

A
 debate between the two leading
contenders for the chairmanship
of the Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors will be the primary

focus of Mount Vernon District Supervisor
Gerald Hyland’s 22nd Annual Town Meet-
ing, Jan. 31, at Mount Vernon High School’s
Little Theater.

Braddock District Supervisor Sharon
Bulova (D) will square off against Spring-
field District Supervisor Pat Herrity (R). The
debate will be moderated by Kathryn Falk,
vice president, Public and Government Af-
fairs, Cox Communications.

Following the one hour and 45 minute
debate, scheduled to kick off at 10 a.m.,
Hyland will navigate the audience on his
annual “Virtual Bus Ride” touring the vari

Lorton
Healthplex
On Hold
Inova Mount
Vernon’s ongoing
projects and nurse
hiring will continue.

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

A
ll Inova Health System capital
projects, not already under way,
have been put on indefinite hold

— including the long awaited Lorton
Healthplex. That was the bad news deliv-
ered to the Southeast Health Planning Task
Force last week on Thursday night by Inova
Mount Vernon Hospital CEO and IHS Se-
nior Vice President Barbara Doyle.

“When the economy starts to turn around
we will reevaluate everything. All projects

See Human Services,  Page 5
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LONG & FOSTER
ALEXANDRIA • MT. VERNON

Your local professionals with a world of experience

Paul Petefish
Branch Manager

5845 Richmond Highway

Alexandria VA 22303

703-960-8900
www.longandfoster.com

Alexandria
$419,000

WALK TO
METRO

Beautifully renovated
3 bedroom, 3.5 bath
home, brand new
kitchen with granite,
wood cabinets, all
new appliances, open
to dining room.
Gleaming wood floors
just installed through-
out.  New furnace,
hot water heater, and

siding.  Patio and fenced yard. Easy to Fort
Belvoir, Old Town, GW Parkway and Washington
Harbor waterfront.

Val Klotz  703-303-9744

Alexandria
Old Town Village

$759,900

NOW IS A GOOD
TIME TO BUY

This LUXURY 3 bed-
room, 3.5 bath town-
home with garage in
PRIME Old Town Village
LOCATION just blocks
from King Street, Metro,
Whole Foods, shopping
and more. In
IMMACULATE
CONDITION with gour-
met kitchen with Corian
counters, ceramic tile

entry and baths, separate shower and jacuzzi soaking
tub in owner’s suite. PRICED to sell!

Marty Mullen  703-216-0811
marty.mullen@longandfoster.com

Alex/South $580,000

CITY CLOSE-COUNTRY QUIET
You don’t have to go far for the vintage charm of
this custom 1947 brick cape with 5 bedrooms
and 3 new baths. Huge 2-story addition with tur-
ret, family room, MBR suite, big new maple
kitchen and more!  Half acre lot, next to park and
3 minutes to Fort Belvoir.  Don’t miss this one!

Pat Grant  703-919-5838

Why You Should Move UP
In A DOWN Market

Rates Are Historically Low -
Some Below 5%

Home Prices Have Moderated
Amazing Selection Of

Available Homes
The Home That Was Just Out Of

Reach A Couple Of Years Ago May
Well Be Within Reach Now

Call Today-
We’ll Get You Moving

Alexandria $380,000
BEST LOCATION – CLOSE TO METRO

Well-maintained, attractive stone and frame
rambler with screened porch and nicely land-
scaped yard. Four bedrooms, 2 baths, new fam-
ily room. Close to Old Town, DC, Fort Belvoir,
Huntington Metro, and shopping centers.

Benjamin Paz Machuca 703-338-9582

Alexandria $1,075,000

OAK RUN RESERVE
Beautiful new home on 1+ acre inside the Beltway!
Opportunity to customize with pre-construction
contract. Four finished levels, gourmet kitchen with
butler’s pantry and oversized 2-car garage.

Laura Dunkel  703-217-8971

Alexandria $235,000
PRISTINE CONDITION

Beautiful and spacious top floor condo with 2 bed-
rooms plus den and 2 baths. Newer carpets and
HVAC, marble fireplace, separate laundry room
with full size washer/dryer, French doors to private
balcony. Close to everything, only 1.3 miles to
Huntington Metro. Secured/intercom entrance.

Maridol Garcia-Joy 703-655-0777

Alexandria $250,000
FANTASTIC PRICE REDUCTION!

Incredible deal for lucky buyer! Fabulous large,
level lot, 3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, hardwood floors,
attached garage, fun deck for entertaining. Pretty
community with easy commute to Fort Belvoir and
Beltway. Not a short sale or foreclosure.

Barbara West 703-969-4405

Alexandria $257,415
3 BEDROOMS FOR THE PRICE OF 2!

Bright corner unit with open floor plan. Three
bedrooms, 2 baths, washer/dryer in unit, nice
view. Great location, commuters dream, close to
Van Dorn Metro, shopping and dining. Secured
building.

Walid Ashoor 703-585-6224
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From Page 1

Chairman Debate at Hyland’s Meeting
ous revitalization sites along the Route 1 corridor.

However, as Hyland stated at the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors meeting this past Monday, “This
year’s bus will have to be handicapped accessible.”

Hyland is now traveling in a wheelchair due to in-
juries suffered in a traffic accident in late November.
He is presently undergoing three months of physical
therapy for an injured hip. As he stated at this past
week’s Southeast Health Planning Task Force meet-
ing, “I intend to do wheelies at the Town Meeting.”

Starting at 7:45 a.m. the cafeteria area of Mount
Vernon High School, 8515 Old Mount Vernon Road,
will feature an array of vendors providing informa-
tion on services, programs and projects ranging from
BRAC developments at Fort Belvoir to updates on
the Telegraph Road portion of the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge Project. County agencies and an array of non-
profit organizations distribute information from 7:45
a.m. to 9 a.m.

KICKING OFF this year’s Town Meeting at 9:30 a.m
will be a Fairfax County Overview by County Execu-
tive Anthony Griffin. Following that Hyland will of-
fer opening remarks and introduce the debaters.

Following the debate, at approximately 11:45 a.m.,
Hyland will don his “Ralph Klampton” cap and jacket
to load the audience onto his virtual bus for a visual
tour of happenings and non-happenings along the

Route 1 corridor. This will be followed by a half-hour
question-and-answer session.

“This year’s Town Meeting will be very special for
the Mount Vernon District. Supervisors Sharon
Bulova and Pat Herrity have both agreed to a
Chairman’s Debate to express their views, discuss
their stance on the issues confronting Fairfax County
and explain their political philosophy,” Hyland said.

“The change in our usual format is a rare opportu-
nity for residents of Mount Vernon to listen to and
engage in discussion with the two candidates for
chairman three days before the special election on
Feb. 3. We are very fortunate that Kathryn Falk has
agreed to moderate this debate,” Hyland said.

Part of the debate will include question from the
audience. Residents are encouraged to send ques-
tions ahead of time to Hyland at
mtvernon@fairfaxcounty.gov or mail them to Super-
visor Gerald Hyland, 2511 Parkers Lane, Mount
Vernon, VA 22306

Beverages, donuts and breakfast pastries will be
provided before the formal portion of the Town Meet-
ing. Attendees are encouraged to bring canned foods,
cell phones, and eyeglasses for donation as well as
rechargeable batteries and personal digital assistants
(PDA) for recycling.

For more information on this 22nd Annual Town
Meeting, call the Mount Vernon District Office at 703-
780-7518, TTY 711.

County Police Officer
Sued for Wrongful Death
From Page 1

seeking a $6 million judgment.
That would also include funeral
expenses of $49,650 plus hospital/
medical expenses of $28,594, ac-
cording to the complaint.

The suit is directed solely at
Perry even though she was on duty
as a police officer answering a call
at the time of the accident. “We
cannot bring this action against
the County due to the statute of
sovereign immunity,” Curcio said.

“This is a tragedy that did not
need to happen. And, we don’t
want to see it happen again to any
other family. This needs to be de-
cided by a jury,” Curcio said.

That was echoed by Ashley’s sis-
ter, Meredith Heller. “While myself
and my family continue to mourn
the tragic loss of my sister’s life and
remain extremely dis-
appointed over the
outcome of the crimi-
nal trial, I am confi-
dent that the civil case
will bring to light the
reckless actions of
Amanda Perry in this
clearly preventable
collision,” Heller said.

Both John McIntosh
and Cindy Colasanto
emphasized that this was not a suit
against the Fairfax County Police
Department but against Amanda
Perry personally for, in their com-
bined views, allegedly not follow-
ing established police procedures.

“This has nothing to do with the
Fairfax County Police Department.
If she [Perry] had followed police
department policy this would have
never happened. She never hit her
brakes or turned on the siren as
she approached the intersection,”
John McIntosh said.

ON THE NIGHT of Feb. 12, 2008,
22-year-old Perry was driving her
Ford Crown Victoria police cruiser,
north on Richmond Highway at
approximately 5 p.m. answering a
call about a fight in progress.
McIntosh, 33, was exiting the
Mount Vernon Plaza Shopping
Center in her 2003 Toyota Corrola
at the intersection of Richmond
Highway and Boswell Avenue in
Mount Vernon District, although
the shopping center is in Lee Dis-
trict.

“Ashley McIntosh entered the
intersection on a green light and
was traveling through the intersec-
tion on a green light,” according
to the complaint. The light for
north and south bound traffic on
Richmond Highway was red, ac-
cording to testimony during

Perry’s criminal trial for reckless
driving.

Feb. 12, 2008 was the day of
Virginia’s Presidential Primary.
Polling places were open until 7
p.m. adding to rush hour traffic
congestion, the complaint stated.

It was raining and the tempera-
ture was dropping adding to the
possibility of slick roadway. It was
also the night of the ice storm that
stalled traffic for hours on the
Springfield interchange over-
passes.

Route 1 northbound at the
Boswell Avenue intersection is
four lanes with a left turning lane
into the shopping center. Route 1
southbound at that point has four
lanes — a dedicated left turn lane
and three through lanes.

Northbound traffic on Route 1
was backed up in the
left turn lane into the
shopping center. “As
the defendant ap-
proached and entered
the intersection with
Boswell Avenue at a
high and unlawful
speed, she knew her
view to the left, in-
cluding her view of
eastbound traffic in

the intersection, was blocked and/
or impaired by vehicles, including
those vehicles stopped in the left
turn lane on northbound Route 1,”
according to the complaint.

Perry’s police cruiser hit
McIntosh’s car on the passenger
side front. McIntosh was ejected
from her car and landed on the
highway. She was transported to
Inova Fairfax Hospital where she
died of her injuries two days later.

Perry was eventually charged
with reckless driving and tried in
September 2008 in Fairfax County
General District Court. She was
found not guilty of reckless driv-
ing by visiting Judge Sarah L.
Deneke in the non-jury trial. Lo-
cal judges had recused themselves.

The primary question raised
during that trial was whether Perry
was using her siren and lights
when approaching the intersec-
tion. It was determined, after sev-
eral viewings of a video, that the
emergency lights were on but that
the siren was not. It was also
shown that she had not applied the
brakes of her cruiser.

HOWEVER, THE JUDGE, after
a trial of several hours, found
within minutes of closing argu-
ments, that Perry was not guilty
of reckless driving. “Taking the

Mardelle Kelly, George Hibner and Marie Sharpes
dance to the music.

Mardelle Kelly relaxes
for a moment between
dances. Kelly, better
known as the “Drama
Queen” as she directs the
center’s theatre group,
spoke of the upcoming
performance on Jan. 21
during the monthly
potluck dinner at the
center. The drama group
will perform scenes from
the Carol Burnett Show.

Monday afternoon at the Hollin Hall Center on
Shenandoah Road, Oldies Deejay Steve McIntire of
“That Oldies Place” entertained the afternoon guests
with tunes from the ‘40s through the ‘90s. Carl Perkins,
Frank Sinatra, Big Band favorites were just a few of the
requests sent in to the Deejay.
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Dance, Dance, Dance

See Civil Suit,  Page 16

“This is a
tragedy that
did not need
to happen.”

— Thomas J.
Curcio, attorney
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For more information
www.RexReiley.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Quality Service-Personal Attention

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance
703-768-7800x123

Alex/Mt. Vernon $799,000
9301 Old Mansion

Stunning Southern Colonial on
quiet wooded cul-de-sac backing
to historical Mt. Vernon Estate!
Coveted waterfront community,
Riverwood is bordered by Mt.
Vernon Estate, Potomac River &

prestigious Washington Woods. Meticulous, one family home
offers 4 BRs, 2.5BAs, family rm w/FPL off lg eat-in kitchen,
spacious 2 car garage & lg dry bsmt. You won’t find a better
lot & location.  Easy commutes to Ft. Belvoir, Reagan
National Airport, D.C. & the Pentagon.

Alex/Mt.Vernon $599,900

9326 Craig Avenue
Large brick 5BR, 3BA split with 2
car garage on .4 acre lot in lovely
Mt. Vernon area with lots of
trees.  2 fireplaces, energy effi-
cient replacement windows, beau-
tiful refinished hdwd floors on

main level, new carpeting, landscaped fenced rear lot with
huge deck off sunroom addition, freshly painted interior and
exterior.  Superbly priced so renovate kitchen/baths to your
desire.  Great commute in minutes to Ft. Belvoir, Alex, Old
Town, DC/Pentagon.

Alex/Mt. Vernon  $484,900
8426 Cherry Valley Lane

Large, lovely, 5BR, 3BA Split in
popular Riverside Estates.
Riverside’s largest split w/ 2 car
garage.  Spacious FR w/FPL &
beautiful sun rm addition.
Neutral carpets over hdwd floors

on main lvl & upgraded berber on lower lvl.  Kit remodeled
in late 90s. Professional landscaping. Great location – walk to
Ele and High schools. Commute in minutes –Ft. Belvior (5),
Hunting Metro & Alex (12), National Airport (25) Pentagon and
D.C. (32).

Alex/ Pinewood Lake $292,500
 4332 Birchlake Court

Beautifuly updated 3/4 bedroom town
house with 2.5 baths.  Located on a
quiet cul-de-sac with wonderful views
of the lake.  Shows like a model –
newer carpeting and light fixtures.
Meticulously maintained & great loca-
tion, by the lake.  Commuting min-
utes: Ft. Belvoir (5), Old Town &
Huntington Metro (12), Ntl Airport
(27) Pentagon & D.C. (32).

Alex/ Belle View $209,850
6603 East Wakefield Drive #A2
Sunny 1st floor unit with
washer/dryer in the building.
Immaculate condition. Great

Price! Only 2.5 blocks to shop-
ping center. Also walk to recrea-
tion center (indoor pool and ice

rink). Superb community amenities including outdoor pool,
tennis, basketball, volleyball, tot lots and picnic areas. GW
Pkwy and bike path down the street. 4 minutes to Old Town
and 20 minutes to Ft. Belvoir. Perfect location & price!

Alex/Riverside Estates  $2,300
 8338 Bound Brook Lane

Popular Riverside Colonial with fin-
ished basement. Refinished hard-
wood floors in main level and  car-
pet over hardwood  on upper
level.  Spacious family room off

kitchen. New ceramic  tile foolr in kitchen  & replacement
windows thru out.  Large bedrooms, 2 fireplaces plus a car-
port.  Walk to Ele & H.S. – 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir-25 mins to
NTL Airport – 30 min to Pentagon.
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News

Human Services’ Needs Rising

that were merely in the planning stage are now on
hold. Capital expenditures are frozen,” Doyle told
task force members meeting at the Mount Vernon
Government Center.

All projects already in the pipe line will continue.
That includes investments in IT and the hiring of
more nurses. “We are continuing to fill all our nurs-
ing vacancies,” Doyle said.

“If Inova had moved ahead with the healthplex
two years ago, as they promised and when it should
have been done, it would be well under way by now
and not on hold. That healthplex was a major ele-
ment of our report to Inova years ago,” said Anne
Andrews, member and former chair of the task force.

“Where are Lorton residents who were counting
on that healthplex going to go now? We need to con-
sider how to re-route future patients to the Spring-
field-Franconia healthplex,” said Lee District Super-
visor and SEHPTF Chair Jeffrey McKay.

However, task force member and IMVH physician
Khosrow Matini, M.D., told task force members, “This

has a good side in that it stops the loss of 50 acute
care beds.”

At the April 2008 SEHPTF meeting IHS announced
its plan to transform 50 IMVH beds, used for com-
munity patients, to Long Term Acute Care (LTAC)
beds. Presently, IMVH has 237 beds broken down
into the following categories: 140 medical/surgical
beds; 67 rehabilitation beds; and 30 psychiatric beds.
Under the LTAC plan, IMVH medical/surgical beds
would be reduced to 90.

Matini and others have maintained that the loss of
those 50 beds to LTAC would put an unacceptable
strain on IMVH’s ability to serve its primary Mount
Vernon community patients.

PRIOR to the meeting’s start, Mount Vernon Dis-
trict Supervisor Gerald Hyland praised the IMVH staff
and administration for the treatment he has received
during his rehabilitation from injuries suffered in an
automobile accident near the end of last year.

“The care I have received at this hospital has been
extraordinary. The staff has handled me magnifi-
cently,” Hyland said.

From Page 1

Economy Delays Lorton Healthplex

Verdie Haywood (left), deputy county executive, explains the impact of Fairfax County’s
budgetary shortfall to members of the Southeast Health Planning Task Force as, left to
right, Lee District Supervisor Jeffrey McKay, Mount Vernon District Supervisor Gerald
Hyland, and task Force member Anne Andrews listen.

But county budget faces
$650 million shortfall.

D
eputy County Executive Verdia Haywood de-
scribed the county budget problems and
their impact on human services to the South-

east Health Planning Task Force at its meeting last
week.

“The demand for help from the county for basic
needs, like food and rent, is increasing dramatically,”
Haywood said.

“There has been a 42 percent increase in requests
for help since January 2006, but the county’s popu-
lation has grown by less than one percent since then.
What many people may not know is that Fairfax
County provides human services through nonprofits
and faith communities. Therefore, it is vital that we
— as a community — address this crisis together,”
he said.

Haywood circulated a draft of the Fiscal Year 2010
Lines of Business Analysis which addressed the im-
pending $650 million shortfall envisioned in the next
fiscal year. Health care, combined with the needs of
the Community Services Board, is a major compo-
nent of the General Fund Disbursements for Human
Services.

Two of the pluses noted by Haywood were that
since 1996 “more than $40 million in recurring sav-
ings” have been realized by redesigning 13 depart-
ments into eight and the total administrative costs
for the Human Services element of the county bud-
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get is only two percent.
Proposed cuts to the budget’s human services ele-

ment total $49.3 million. County direct services ac-
count for approximately 57 percent of that total re-
duction, or $28.2 million, according to the draft re-
port.

“Our human services system is highly leveraged.
County General Fund budget reductions affect the
capacity of local systems to serve those in need,”
Haywood said.

“A reduction of $49.3 million in general fund sup-
port results in a true loss of $54 million as a result of
state, federal and client fee financing. County Gen-
eral Fund reductions affect other revenue sources
supporting the human services system,” he pointed
out.

“The majority of proposed reductions are univer-
sal in nature, affecting all county residents eligible
for the programs and services offered,” he said. Some
of the community facilities closures under consider-
ation in the draft report included the Groveton Se-
nior Center and one Head Start classroom at Gum
Springs.

THIS CUT IMPACTS not only programs and ser-
vices but also the infrastructure used to deliver many
of those services to the needy. An example of that is
FASTRAN. This para-transit is “a basic infrastructure
service,” according to the draft report.

However, as Haywood pointed out several times
during his presentation, “This budget is still a work
in progress. It requires everyone’s input.”
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Opinion

F
airfax County Public Schools, along
with Loudoun County schools, have
been grading students in a way that
puts them at a disadvantage

for scholarships, college admissions and
college credit compared to other simi-
lar school systems.

Right now there is a proposal on the
table in Fairfax that would remedy many of
these concerns, and the School Board should
take this opportunity to do so.

Fairfax has been grading students on a six-
point scale, meaning that a student scoring
more than 90 points out of 100 could get a B

instead of an A; it takes a 94 for an A, and a 64
to pass.

While most comparable school systems of-
fer extra points for Advanced Placement, In-
ternational Baccalaureate and some honors
classes, Fairfax has not been doing so.

Will changing the grading scale mean that
more students from Fairfax County will head
to Harvard? Not at all; many top colleges make
their own adjustments to applicants’ grade
point averages, but not all. While it’s easy for
some to dismiss this push on helicopter par-
ents who would do anything to further the
success of their gifted children, there are some
important issues at stake.

There is no question that a lower grade point
average as reported by an applicant’s
school can result in fewer opportuni-
ties for merit scholarships. Given the
cost of college tuition and the eco-
nomic challenges facing all families

right now, putting Fairfax students at a disad-
vantage for scholarship money is unfair and
unwise.

And at the margins, how the schools calcu-
late and report a grade point average could
affect which colleges accept a given applicant,

and these small differences can have a dramatic
affect on a student’s college experience.

Giving extra weight for the extra rigor and
work of AP and IB classes is also critical for
our students.

Fairfax County also should ensure that its
graduates arrive at college with the most col-
lege credit possible for their college level stud-
ies in high school. Students taking IB exams
should also take the most similar AP exam. In
many cases, no additional preparation is re-
quired. While IB courses are just as rigorous
as AP classes and should result in college credit
for the students who have successfully com-
pleted them based on test scores, many col-
leges do not yet recognize IB test scores for
credit.

But a student who scores well on the IB test
will likely score just as well on the most simi-
lar AP test, and almost every college will give
credit for high AP scores.

Again this is not a nicety for parents to brag
about or students to put on their résumé. Ar-
riving as a freshman in college with college
credit gives students a leg up on more ad-
vanced coursework, and can in some cases re-
duce the cost of college by a semester or more.

It’s Not Grade Inflation
Fairfax and Loudoun
should change to 10-
point grading, add
weight for advanced
classes; more than 90
percent is an A.

Editorial

Student Perspectives

A number of Carl Sandburg Middle School students
are participating in an letter-writing effort to address
issues that they feel are important. Clockwise, from
top: Students in teacher Tory Karg’s fifth period,
seventh period, second period and third period
classes. Letters start on page 7.
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Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

YOU WANT QUALITY SERVICE
FROM A LOCAL AGENT

Chris Umbel
State Farm Agent

703-751-4404
We are open on Saturdays!

Hablamos Español
Visit Us at www.novainsure.com

State Farm Home Office Bloomington, IL State Farm.com

Auto • Home • Business • Life • Health

Men’s & Women’s Hair Styling • Permanents &  Coloring
Highlights & Foil • Hair Relaxing &  Straightening

Deep Conditioning • Waxing • Foot Massage Coming Soon

106 N Patrick St. Alexandria, VA 22314 • (703) 535 - 3336

Men’s Barber & Beauty Salon

Men’s Haircut $16.00

Free Beard Trim
Women’s Haircut $20.00

Free Eyebrow or Lip Wax

Grand
Opening
Specials

50% Off all Services
(excluding haircuts)

(offer expires 2•28•09)

30% Off all
Salon Products

(offer expires 2•28•09)

Please mention this ad when you come in

Letters

See Letters,  Page 21

Support
Artificial Turf
To the Editor:

I compete in the National Capi-
tal Soccer League and I am on the
State Olympic Development Pro-
gram soccer team. I have seen my
fair share of soccer fields. I would
like to strongly encourage the lo-
cal park and recreation authorities
to install artificial turf on the area
soccer fields. This is good for the
environment.

An average soccer field needs as
much as 3.5 million gallons of
water per year for its grass to re-
main healthy; that is over 10 bil-
lion gallons per year. The solution
to this wasteful practice is artifi-
cial turf. If only half of the nation’s
soccer fields are converted to turf,
the water saved would provide for
the needs of 137 million people for
a day. You also don’t have to use
fertilizers, pesticides, and herbi-
cides on artificial turf. These
chemicals can be dangerous if they
make it into the water supply.

Water supply is a major environ-
mental issue for the planet. It is
wasteful to use the water on soc-
cer fields if it can be used to sup-
ply the drought-ridden of the
world.

Turf is better for the earth and
it’s the answer for the future of
sports in America.

Kurt Anderson
8th Grader, Carl Sandburg

Middle School

Conserve
Water
To the Editor:

Hello, my name is Daniel
Wasserman. I am in the 8th grade
at Carl Sandburg Middle School. I
believe that the USA is not con-
serving water wisely. An average
bath uses 30-50 gallons of water.
The average 4-minute shower uses

20 gallons. Every person that
showers instead of washing in a
bath every day would save at least
3,640 gallons a year. When people
do not conserve water, it wastes
fresh water that could be drunk by
poor people who have trouble af-
fording it. If Americans do not start
conserving water, we will waste
energy cleaning wasted water
from bathing. Also, Americans will
waste their money on water that
is not used. This is a very serious
matter that will be very disastrous
if no attention is paid to it.

Daniel Wasserman

Change
Light Bulbs
To the Editor:

I am a student from Carl
Sandburg Middle School in the
eighth grade and the issue I would
like to bring up is conserving en-
ergy. Many people on our Earth
had forgotten about recycling and
conserving energy but, slowly, be-
ing green is coming back into style.
More specifically, people are try-
ing to find ways to conserve en-
ergy to help our environment. One
simple way to get started is to
change your main lighting fixtures
in the house, to fluorescent bulbs.
This way you it would stop about
90 billion pounds of greenhouse
gas discharge, which is equal to
taking 7.5 million cars away and
at the same time, Americans
would accumulate enough energy
to light about 2.5 million homes
for a year. I believe the best way
to start saving energy is to simply
change the light bulbs.

Sohni Shaikh
Ft. Belvoir

Invest In Solar
To the Editor:

I am writing as an 8th grader at

311 North Washington Street

703.535.7875
www.aidaspaoldtown.comAllure Magazine’s Top Rated Waxer

2006-2007, 2008

Aida Fekir
Professional, Individual

Service in a Private Atmosphere

The Most Advanced Technology in 
Micro-Dermabrasion and Oxygen Therapy

Organic Facials and Peels

Aromatherapy & Lava Stone Massage

Mediterranean, Old Recipe Organic    
Sugar Waxing for the Face & Body

Offering
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Alexandria Guitar
Festival

Evening performances: Old Presbyterian Meet-
ing House

321 S. Fairfax St.
Classes and afternoon performances: The Ath-

enaeum
201 Prince St.
703-548-0035
www.alexandriaguitarfestival.com
Classical guitar music. Suzuki children’s

classes, master classes and concerts by in-
ternationally acclaimed artists, such as Ben-
jamin Berdery, Ricardo Cobo and Nicholas
Goluses. July 15-23.

Relax with Bluegrass
Music

Tiffany Tavern
1116 King St.
703-836-8844
Tiffany on upper King Street, the best

place in town for bluegrass on Friday and
Saturday nights. The crowds range from
barely-legal to gray-haired and fill the tav-
ern quickly. The owner and his wife are con-
genial and the music is great.

Go Hear the Symphony
Alexandria Symphony
2121 Eisenhower Ave. Suite 608
703-548-0885
www.alexsym.org
For music lovers there is of course the

Alexandria Symphony now in its own space
at Northern Virginia Community College.
Summer’s Children’s Program and Concert
held annually in June.

Hear the Local Chorus
Alexandria Choral Society
703-548-4734
www.alexchoralsociety.org
Don’t miss their summer garden party as

well as their concerts throughout the year.

Twilight Tunes
Music at Twilight
Sundays, June-August

Alive with Sound

Fort Ward Park
4301 W. Braddock Road
703-883-4686
From June 18 to Aug. 10 this year, the

Music at Twilight series enlivens the eve-
nings at Fort Ward Amphitheater. Relax in
the park and listen to good music.

Get Jazzed
St. Elmo’s Coffee Shop
2300 Mount Vernon Avenue
Thursdays, 8 to 10 p.m.
The Not So Modern Jazz Band plays

straight-up Dixieland at the coffee shop
every Thursday nights, purely for the joy.
It’s not your espresso that’s making your feet
tap.

A Legacy of Music
Alexandria Citizens Band

Little Theatre of
Alexandria

600 Wolfe St.
703-683-0496
www.thelittletheatre.com
Little Theater of Alexandria is the tradi-

tional tried and true. The troupe has a deft
touch with comedy, their timing is impec-
cable and the theater itself is charming.

Port City Playhouse
Lee Center
1108 Jefferson St.
703-838-2880
www.portcityplayhouse.com
Port City Playhouse operates in a small

theater and does the more avant garde,
edgy stuff. Prices are a bit more than a
movie and the plays are very good.

Market Square
301 King St.
301-883-4686
Friday nights in the summertime, the

city’s oldest performing arts organization
performs in Market Square.

Joyful Noise
Pipe, Pedals, Praise and Prayer
Sundays
Old Presbyterian Meeting House
321 S. Fairfax St.
The program Pipe, Pedals, Praise and

Prayer continues this summer at the Old
Presbyterian Meeting House. Half-hour con-
certs begin at 5 p.m. and are followed by a
reception and a church service at 6:30.
Upcoming performances will feature Ed-
ward Moore of Catholic University (July 9)
and Jason Abel of Christ Church (July 16).

The Alexandria Symphony Orchestra has concerts throughout the year,
including one on Sunday, Jan. 25 at the Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
On right is the conductor for the symphony, Kim Kluge.

This is the second in a four-part series
entitled “101 Ways to Have Fun.”

Metro Stage
1201 North Royal St.
703-548-9044
www.metrostage.org
Metro Stage, now in its own place, al-

ways offers an interesting and different
season and does cabaret to boot.

Bask in Ballet
Alliance Dance Institute
5801 Duke St.
703-354-6000www.adidance.com
The Athenaeum
201 Prince St.
www.nvfaa.org
The Alliance Dance Institute is known

for its dance school for ages 3 to 7 and
special performances of “The Nutcracker”
for young audiences. The Athenaeum
holds classes for all ages.

Live Local Theater

Ballet classes are available at
the Athenaeum and at Alliance
Dance Institute.
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View the virtual tour at

Award Winning
Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Additions
• Basements
• Porticos
• In-Law Suites
• Sundecks
• Media Rooms
• Garages
• Sun Rooms
• Built-Ins
• Porches

Don’t Miss The Opportunity to Save

Just Gotta See It!

Aldersgate Church Children’s Theater
1301 Collingwood Road

Alexandria, 22308
Jan 17, 23, 24 @ 7:30 pm • Jan 18, 19, 24, 25 @ 3:00 pm

Tickets $10 @ door or $9 on line
www.acctonline.org

Special price 3 pm matinee Jan 24
Only $7 for age 7 & below
Call 703-660-2611 for info

kiskadee
A specialty boutique  in

the heart of Del Ray
2205 Mount Vernon Avenue

703-549-0813

Clearance!!

50-75% off
Winter Apparel
HUGE SALE • HUGE SALE • HUGE SALE

Inaugural Week Hours
Mon, 1/19  MLK Day 11 – 5
Tues, 1/20  Inauguration Day 2 – 5
Wednesday – Saturday 10 – 5
Sunday 12 - 5

Calendar

E-mail calendar announcements to the
Mount Vernon Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Photos and artwork are encouraged.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Call Rebecca Halik
at 703-917-6407 with questions.

 ONGOING
Historic Mount Vernon welcomes

Inauguration visitors in January
with 20 percent off adult admission.
Visitors must print the coupon from
Mount Vernon’s Web site: http://
visit.mountvernon.org. January is
also the 250th wedding anniversary
of George and Martha Washington,
and on display Jan. 12 – Feb. 23 are
Mrs. Washington’s wedding slippers,
which have not been exhibited at
Mount Vernon in over 30 years. $15
for adults; $7 for youth ages 6-11;
and free for children five and
younger. Visit http://
visit.mountvernon.org or 703-780-
2000.

The public can participate in the second
annual “Alexandria Recreation
Games for Healthy Living,” Jan.
10 through March 6. An awards
ceremony is scheduled for Saturday,
March 28, at the Lee Center
Kauffman Auditorium, 1108
Jefferson St. To register, pick up an
information packet at the Chinquapin
Park Recreation Center, or online at
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

Fairfax County Department of
Community and Recreation Services
present free dance workshops at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, from 3:30-5 p.m.
on Feb. 13,27, March 13,27, April
10,24 and May 8. To register, 703-
324-4386.

FRIDAY/JAN. 16
 Opening Reception. 7-10 p.m., see

“Nocturne-from Dusk to Dawn” at
Del Ray Artisans, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave., through Feb. 15. See
the effects of light between dusk and
dawn. Free. 703-838-4827.

Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 a.m. at
Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St.
Children ages 2 and under enjoy
songs and stories. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

Time for 2s. 10 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Ages 24-36
months can enjoy stories and more.
Free. Registration required, 703-519-
5900.

SATURDAY/JAN. 17
 Medieval Madness. 7 p.m. at the

Durant Center, 1605 Cameron St.
Enjoy comedy, food, drinks, music,
sword competition and more. $49/
person. Visit
www.medievalmadness.org or 703-
329-3075.

Rockin’ for the Red Benefit
Concert. 6:30 p.m. at T.C. Williams
High School, 3330 King St. My
Favorite Highway and Crash Boom
Bang will perform. Proceeds benefit
Alexandria Red Cross. $15/advance;
$20/door. Visit
www.alexandriaredcross.org/
rockin.html or 703-299-2524.

Magestic Eagles. 2:30 p.m. at Mason
Neck State Park, 7301 High Point
Road, Lorton. Observe these birds
and learn about their lives. Free. 703-
339-2385.

Bay View Sunset Walk. 4 p.m. at
Mason Neck State Park, 7301 High
Point Road, Lorton. Observe animals
as they get ready for bed. Free. 703-
339-2385.

Wild For Winter Waterfowl. 10:30
a.m. at Mason Neck State Park, 7301
High Point Road, Lorton. Observe

See Calendar,  Page 14
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Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner

Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Calendar

Inauguration in
Alexandria

Discover Alexandria’s rich
presidential and African-Ameri-
can heritage during this historic
weekend. In tribute to the his-
toric Presidential Inauguration
and Martin Luther King Day, sev-
eral Historic Alexandria muse-
ums and sites will be open for
special holiday hours on Mon-
day, Jan. 19.

* Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 North Royal St., Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Mu-
seum, 105-107 South Fairfax St.,
and Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St., will be
open from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
Historic Alexandria History Cen-
ter & Museum Store, 101 North
Union St., will be open from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m., and will be of-
fering a 10 percent discount on
all purchases from Friday, Jan.
15 through Monday, Jan. 19.

* The Alexandria Black His-
tory Museum will also be open
from 1-4 p.m. on Sunday, Jan.
18. All other City museums, in-
cluding Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, the Apothecary, Alexan-
dria Archaeology, Friendship

Firehouse, Fort Ward and The Ly-
ceum, will be operating a regu-
lar weekend schedule, and The
Lyceum, Alexandria’s History
Museum, located at 201 South
Washington St., will be open on
Monday with regular weekday
hours of 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Historic Alexandria celebrates
the Presidential Inauguration
with a variety of special events
featuring Alexandria’s Inaugural
Restaurant Week and a simulcast
of the swearing-in ceremony and
parade on Market Square.
Alexandria’s Inaugural Restau-
rant Week, Jan. 17-25, highlights
“Choice of Presidents Menus” at
30 restaurants offering either
three-course prix fixe dinner or
dinner for two, both for $35.

A jumbotron screen will broad-
cast the presidential swearing-in
ceremony and parade live in
Market Square at the City Hall
building, 301 King Street, in Old
Town Alexandria on Jan. 20,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

To find out the latest informa-
tion about the many events hap-
pening in Alexandria surround-
ing the Inauguration, check out
www.VisitAlexandriaVa.com/In-
auguration.

From Page 9

swans, ducks and other waterfowl. Free.
703-339-2385.

Gardening Lecture. 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
at Green Springs Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Learn about how
to start a garden, design one and
more. $160 includes all three lectures
and afternoon workshop or $15/
lecture. Bring lunch. Registration
required, 703-642-5173.

Curious George Storytime. 11 a.m.
at Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St.
Children ages 6 and under enjoy
meeting Curious George and hear
stories staring him. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

Saturday Stories. 10:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. All
ages can enjoy stories. Free.
Registration required, 703-519-5900.

Music Performance. 8 p.m. at
Tifereth Israel Congregation, 7701
16th St., N.W. Washington, D.C. Hear
music by Flory Jagoda. $22/adult;
$10/student. Free to Folklore
members. Visit www.fsgw.org or
703-354-6460.

Dreamwork: Decoding Your
Dreams. Learn how to better recall
dreams, analyze them for meaning,
and apply it to life. 11 a.m. at
Mindful Hands, 211 King St., $5
suggested donation. 703-975-9175 to
register.

SUNDAY/JAN. 18
Magestic Eagles. 3 p.m. at Mason

Neck State Park, 7301 High Point
Road, Lorton. Observe these birds
and learn about their lives. Free. 703-
339-2385.

Wild For Winter Waterfowl. 10:30
a.m. at Mason Neck State Park, 7301
High Point Road, Lorton. Observe
swans, ducks and other waterfowl.
Free. 703-339-2385.

Book Sale. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at Beth El
Hebrew Congregation, 3830
Seminary Road. Browse books, tapes,
cds, dvds and more. 703-978-3953.

Music Performance. 3 p.m. at
Westminster Presbyterian Church,
2701 Cameron Mills Road. Hear
music of Bach with organ, hymns and
more. Free. Visit www.wpc-alex.org
or 703-549-4766.

Mass to Honor Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. 11 a.m. at St. Joseph
Church in Alexandria. Free. Bishop
Paul S. Loverde will celebrate. Visit
www.stjosephva.org for more.

Opening Reception. 4-6 p.m.
Deborah Ellis and Barbara
Southworth will have artwork on
display at the Athenaeum Gallery,
201 Prince St., through March 8.
“Maine Woods and Waters” is free.
703-548-0035.

Music. 7 p.m. at Good Shepherd
Catholic Church, 8710 Mount Vernon
Highway. Hear music by choirs from
the Mount Vernon community. Free,
donations accepted for local non-
profits. 703-765-6118.

MONDAY/JAN. 19
 Book Sale. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at Beth El

Hebrew Congregation, 3830
Seminary Road. Browse books, tapes,
cds, dvds and more. 703-978-3953.

TUESDAY/JAN. 20
 Servant Forge Inaugural Ball. 8

p.m. to midnight at Torpedo Factory,
105 N. Union St. $150/person
includes dinner, drinks and
entertainment. Proceeds benefit
Alexandria’s Space of Her Own
program. Visit www.servantforge.org
or 703-624-4549.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 21
 Book Discussion. 7 p.m. at Duncan

Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Discuss “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn”
by Betty Smith. Free. 703-838-4566.
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Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com,Realtors®

Alexandria $495,000
What could you do with 2,486 square feet of one-level living? Generous
rm sizes w/neutral décor. Energy-saving wood stove & new windows/
doors will save you $$$$. Move-in condition. Walk 1 block to neighbor-
hood pool & tennis. 8727 Camden Street
Joni Koons 703-209-7277•Greg Koons 703-209-7678

Alexandria $688,600
Gorgeous 3-lvl single family home inside the Beltway. Open flr plan
w/grand 2-story foyer, 3 bedrms, 3.5 baths, huge kitchen & 2-car
garage. Lovingly cared for by original owners. Perfect for entertaining.
Incredible location! 5375 Chieftain Circle

Erika Carroll 703-568-7376

Alexandria $515,000
Great new price for this 3 bedrm, 2.5 bath Colonial.
Very Spacious w/finished LL, front porch & garage.

6715 Woodstone Place
Anna Diefendorf 703-725-5116

Alexandria $1,199,000
Lovely 3 lvl, 4 bedrm, 3.5 bath Colonial on beautiful lot backing to
woods! 5,600 Sq. Ft. w/great flow. Large kitchen w/breakfast rm
opens to family rm w/fireplace. Master suite w/sitting rm &
fireplace. Blocks to bike trail & convenient to Old Town.

8819 Surrey Court
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $319,913
Great views of Old Town & tons of sun in this 3 bedrm, 1.5 bath
condo. Freshly painted, new SS appliances & tub/shower. Loads of
closet space + extra storage unit. Less than 1 mile to Metro, VRE,
Amtrak and P&TO. 51 Skyhill Road #203

Phil Cefaratti 703-371-7601

Alex./Rosemont $849,000
Lovely 3 lvl, 4 bedrm, 2.5 bath Colonial w/family rm & rec
rm. Updated kitchen & baths! Landscaped yard w/patio
& vine-covered pergola. Off-street parking & blocks to 2
Metros! 16 W. Myrtle Street

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Arlington $375,000
Everything is at your fingertips: Metro, D.C., Shops & Restau-
rants. Crystal City at its finest. Sophisticated community. 2
bedrm, 1 Bath—almost 1,000 SF. Balcony overlooking pool & city.
1 garage space. 1805 Crystal Drive #4105

Julie Hall 703-786-3634

Alexandria $595,000
Total renovation. Two-story, 3 or 4 bedrm, 2-bath rambler
w/garage and large yard! Gourmet kitchen, living rm w/fireplace,
new roof, windows & much more! Minutes to Old Town,
Pentagon & D.C. 2316 N. Early Street

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $599,900
Spectacular location backing to woods, overlooking community
pond. Open flr plan w/family rm off kitchen w/fireplace & French
doors, 3 bedrms, 2.5 baths, LL rec rm & walk-out to deck. Blocks
to Metro. 5639 Governors Pond Circle

Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964

Alexandria $675,000
Luxurious brick-front home backing to woods. Formal living  &
dining rms, 4 bedrms & 3.5 baths. Deluxe kitchen w/breakfast
area. Brick patio & huge deck overlooking trees. 2-car garage.
Built 2003. 6851 Rolling Creek Way

Marianne Welds  703-869-1320

Alexandria $565,000
Beautiful 3 BR, 2.5 BA TH on quiet cul-de-sac. Hdwd flrs, spacious deck
backing to woods & 3-acre community pond. UL Master suite w/vaulted
ceiling, walk-in closet & luxury BA. LL rec rm w/walk-out to patio.
Blocks to Metro. 3382 Governors Pond Court

Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964
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News

From Page 3

Civil Suit Filed Against Officer
totality of the evidence I find that it does not rise to
the level of a guilty verdict,” Deneke said in announc-
ing her decision.

“I have to look at the evidence to determine Of-
ficer Perry’s driving not that of Ms. McIntosh. And,
to determine whether the Commonwealth has
proven beyond a reasonable doubt that Officer Perry
was driving in a reckless manner. This case does not

determine right or wrong or who was at fault,”
Deneke said.

Following the verdict, the McIntosh family held a
press conference outside the courthouse to express
their displeasure with the verdict and to vow to press
the civil suit against Perry. Once Perry is formally
served with the civil suit she has 21 days to respond,
according to Curcio.

Perry’s attorney, David Fudela, did not return mes-
sages left at his office for comment.

HealthSource at 703-750-8800 to
register for this free lecture.

THURSDAY/JAN. 22
 Pain Management. Dr. Talal Ghazal

is holding a lecture to discuss pain
management at Inova Mount Vernon
Hospital, at 7 p.m., 2501 Parker’s
Lane. To attend this free lecture,
contact Inova HealthSource at 703-
750-8800.

Holistic Moms Network. 7:15 p.m.
at Burke Library, 4701 Seminary
Road. Learn about the group, meet
other moms and more. Visit
www.holisticmoms.org or 877-HOL-
MOMS.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 28
 Health Talk. 7 p.m. at Sunrise

Assisted Living at Mount Vernon,
8033 Holland Road. Hear “Do You or
a Loved One Suffer From a Heart
Condition?” by Jason Morda, M.D.

and Lynn Weir. Free. RSVP to
703-780-9800.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 11
 Shoulder Pain. Dr. Sameer

Nagda, will be discussing new
ways to treat shoulder problems
at Inova Mount Vernon Hospital,
at 7 p.m., 2501 Parker’s Lane. Call
Inova HealthSource at 703-750-
8800 to register for this free
lecture.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 18
 Joint Replacement

Advancement. Dr. Kevin Fricka,
will be discussing the latest
advancements in joint
replacements and osteoarthritis at
Inova Mount Vernon Hospital, at
7 p.m., 2501 Parker’s Lane. Call
Inova HealthSource at 703-750-
8800 to register for this free
lecture.

To have a notice listed in the Bulle-
tin Board, e-mail gazette@connection
newspapers.com.

TUESDAY/JAN. 20
 Support Group. 6:30 p.m. at The

Hermitage in Northern Virginia.
Meet with other members and get
information on Alzheimer’s or
other memory loss ailments. Free.
703-797-3815.

Meeting. Mount Vernon Evening
Lions’ dinner at Pema’s
restaurant. Sharon Schrack will
talk on NOVA Lions Youth Camp.
703-960-4973.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 21
 Joint Replacements. Dr. Kevin

Fricka, will be discussing the latest
advancements in joint replacements
and osteoarthritis at Inova Mount
Vernon Hospital at 7 p.m., 2501
Parker’s Lane. Call Inova

Bulletin Board
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Sports

See Guard,  Page 18

See Reunion,  Page 20

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette

A
sk West Potomac junior Martez
Redfearn how he was able to aver-
age close to 25 points per game

during a recent three-game winning streak
for the Wolverine boy’s basketball team and
his answer is simple.

“I’ve been practicing a little harder,” said
the dreadlocked forward with a smirk.

Why the grin? Well, turns out the best
competition for Redfearn in practice has
come from little brother Marvel, the lone
freshman on West Potomac’s varsity squad
this season.

The two spend most weekends on the

court at nearby Gum Springs Community
Center going at each other in sets of one-
on-one contests that have an intensity borne
out of a brotherly rivalry no ordinary high
school game can emulate. Even their coach
has taken notice.

“I match them up in practice on purpose
because I know they aren’t going to back
down from each other,” said West Potomac
coach David Houston III. “They’re going to
talk a little trash, but it has helped the team
out a lot.”

When asked what that chirping on the
court entails, Marvel would only smile and
concede that “sometimes, when we are in
practice scrimmaging I might throw a little
shove or something and he gets mad.”

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette

A
ll too familiar with the tenuous
egos of high school basketball
players, Mount Vernon boy’s
coach Alfonso Smith is hesitant

to call his plethora of quality guards a good
problem. He knows it should be, but that
would mean his emerging squad has
reached a maturity level unbecoming of a
group of 17- and 18-year-olds.

With four players that could start in just
about any backcourt in the Northern region,
Smith has an asset and an issue not many
coaches in this area have to deal with. What
makes it even more interesting is that Smith
has a junior and a sophomore — Robert
Smith and Jesse Konadu, respectively —
starting over two seniors — Brian Green and
Derek Pruitt.

“It gets difficult because they’re all com-
petitors,” said Smith, whose team upped its
record to 5-0 in the National District with
wins over Wakefield and Stuart this past
week and has won eight straight games af-
ter a 2-4 start to the season. The Majors
take on Yorktown next Tuesday.

“They are all guys who can play and want
to play, so it’s a very difficult balance for us
to find and it’s not always easy. We struggle
at times with that.”

Perhaps the most talented of the bunch is
the youngest, Konadu, who has shown a
quick first step to the basket and the ability
to knock down outside shots. He’s also

proven himself to be more than a ca-
pable rebounder.

SMITH ELEVATED the 5-foot-9
Konadu to the varsity late last season
after watching him dominate junior
varsity competition, but has been
shocked to see it translate so easily
now that he’s playing against foes a
year and sometimes two years older.
Konadu was the star of last Friday’s
matchup against Wakefield, scoring
25 points and grabbing 10 rebounds.

“He’s matured a lot from last year
to this year coming off of starting as
a sophomore now,” said Green, who
lost out on a starting spot because of
Konadu. “We put a lot on his plate,
but I’m actually proud of him being
so young and doing well.”

The other starter, Robert Smith, of
no relation to the coach, doesn’t have
the athleticism of his starting
backcourt counterpart, but a deadly
outside shot means teams pay for
doubling star player Skylar Jones in
the paint.

Then, there are the two veterans of
the squad, Green and Pruitt, who
have swallowed their pride and done
what is best for the team, which
means coming off the bench. Pruitt
can score in bunches with his decep

Long on talent, four
Mount Vernon guards
try to weigh playing
time with team goals.

Guarding Against Selfishness

Mount Vernon sophomore Jesse Konadu, who stands just 5-foot-9,
scored 25 points and had 10 rebounds against Wakefield last Friday.
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Junior Martez Redfearn is leading the West Potomac boy’s basketball
team in scoring this season averaging more than 15 points per game.

A Redfearn Reunion
Playing on same team for first time, Redfearn
brothers are making noise at West Potomac.
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MARTEZ HAS PUT that anger to good use
leading the Wolverines in scoring this sea-
son, averaging more than 15 points per
game helping West Potomac up its record
to 5-6 after a 2-4 start to the year. The Wol-

verines lost to Lee Tuesday night, 78-70.
The elder Redfearn, now in his third year

on the varsity squad at West Potomac, has

“They are all guys who
can play and want to

play, so it’s a very
difficult balance.”

— Mount Vernon coach Alfonso Smith

Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or  mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

EXPERIENCE THE JOYS AND REWARDS

Over 550 independently owned & operated offices worldwide

Quality of life is important to everyone. We help
keep seniors independent. If you like to cook, run
errands, and are a people person we need
Companions and CNAs. We also offer flexible FT
& PT hrs.  We only hire the best.  Visit:

www.BeAComfortKeeper.com

703-591-7117

WE ARE COMFORT KEEPER®

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

MEDICAL OFFICE 
INSURANCE CLERK

Immediate FT opening in busy pediatric 
office in Alexandria, M-F, 10-6.  Please 
call Lee Ann at 703-914-8989, ext 128.

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

Immediate Openings. Ideal for
students/others. Customer

Sales/Svc. Flex Schedules.  All
ages 18+. Conditions apply.

Call 703-359-7600

2009 EXPANSION
$17.00 Base-Appt. RECEPTIONIST

Energetic, PT Recpt. needed for a busy, 4 
doctor AAHA-certified animal hospital. 
Comp pay, flex hours. pd trng and friendly 
staff.   Please   call   703-451-1995 or    send 
resume   to   Springfieldah@aol.com  

TELEPHONE RECEPTIONIST/ 
OFFICE HELP

For busy OT Alex Co. Must be prompt, 
hard working, excellent phone manners. 

F/T.   Call:  703-548-1124.

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Keedo Children’s Boutique in 

Alexandria for sale.  
Interested individuals please 

call:  703-768-9100

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, photog-
raphy, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid. Call
John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or
email internship@connection
newspapers.com

P/T RECEPTIONIST
Needed for busy chiropractic physical

therapy practice.  Email resumes to

stw123@cox.net

From Page 17

Sports

tive quickness going to the rim,
while Green is just as capable a
shooter as the younger Smith.

Green was named captain by his
teammates and his willingness to take
a step back for the betterment of the
team hasn’t gone unnoticed by his
coach.

“That’s some selflessness that I
value and that makes our team bet-
ter,” Smith said of Green, who was
the starting quarterback for the Ma-
jors’ football team this fall. “As long
as we are being a selfless team, we
can be a great
team. At times
we don’t do
that.”

It means Smith
has gone with
the who’s hottest
approach. Basi-
cally, whichever
guards are play-
ing the best stay
in the game. For
now it appears to
be the smart
move with Konadu leading the pack
of guards in scoring (10.9 points per
game), followed closely by Pruitt
(9.1), Green (7.7), and Smith (5.1).

“It doesn’t matter who really starts
because if one of the starters isn’t
doing well, Derek or Brian can come
in off the bench and do well,” said
Konadu. “It’s just a good chemistry.”

His coach hopes those words bear
out over the course of the season. He
knows better than to make any as-
sumptions when it comes to teenag-
ers and their playing time.

“I just hope the guys accept the fact
that they’ve got some talented team-
mates and value that and value the
goals we have as a team instead of
the individual accolades that will
come,” said Smith.

On Guard
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“That makes our team better,” said
Majors coach Alfonso Smith of
senior captain Brian Green’s will-
ingness to accept a role off the
bench this season.

“He’s
matured a lot
from last year

to this year.”
— Senior Brian

Green on sophomore
Jesse Konadu
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Asphalt, Concrete and Brick
Residential and Commercial

Resurfacing, Repair, Resealing
Sidewalks, steps, Patios
7AM – 11PM • 7 Days/wk

Check Out my website

Pete’s Driveways
www.PetesDriveways.com

Need to Fix Your
Driveway?

Call 703.582.2110

ASPHALT ASPHALT

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale
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116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

4 RE for Sale

INVESTOR SPECIAL!
Thosands below market value 

703-439-7144

12 Commercial Lease

EXISTING HAIR/NAIL 
SALON AVAILABLE 

2,800 SF in center with 
Babies R Us. Corner of 

Columbia Pike & 
Leesburg Pike. Contact:

GREG GOLDBERG 
703-698-4034

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

Great Papers • Great Readers

Great Results!

 Employers:

Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
Fax 703-917-0992

E-mail: classified
@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

I Never think 
of the future. 

It comes soon
enough.

-Albert Einstein

21 Announcements
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Professional Service
and Quality Workmanship

JAMES R. CAMPBELL
Painting Contractor

Since
1977

Other Services:
• Custom Colors
• Wallpaper Removal
• Water Damage

• Drywall/Plaster Repairs
• Stain and Sealing
• Power Washing
• Rotten Wood Replacement

540-894-5004Free
Estimates

Owner
Operated

PAINTING PAINTING

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles
•Repairs •Reroofs
•Flat Roofs
Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

HOUSE
CLEANING
SERVICE

703-433-2023

Exc. Refs., Have Own
Supplies (optional),

Flexible Hours

MMAARRGGAARR IITTAA’’SS

CCLLEEAANNIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEE
Residential &Commercial

Independently Owned
& Operated

Good Refs   Free Estimates

703-768-2130

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

CLEANING CLEANING

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

Good is not
good, where

better is
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

From Page 17

Sports

finally hit his stride after a midseason in-
jury cut short a promising sophomore year.

“He can score, he’s been able to do that
since I’ve known him as a seventh grader,
but he’s now learning to score within our
system,” said Houston of his star player’s
development.

The true wild card for Houston and his
team, though, is Marvel, who is just now
beginning to realize the potential he has for
the future. Already taller than Martez at 6-
foot-3 and the youngest of eight Redfearn
children, Marvel, 14 years old, was elevated
to the varsity level because Houston thought
he wouldn’t progress as much basketball-
wise dominating freshmen or JV competi-
tion.

“He’s probably more versatile than his
brother,” said Houston of Marvel, who has
come off the bench this season. “He’ll prob-
ably surpass his brother middle of next year
or so. Not even kidding. He’s got it, it’s just
he’s a freshman so he’s goofy sometimes.
Plus, he’s got a lot of pressure being the
only freshman on the varsity.”

FOR NOW, THOUGH, Marvel, plays sec-
ond fiddle to his older brother. But the tal-
ent both have makes the games at Gum
Springs interesting. Marvel already says his
outside shot is better than his brother’s, but
that Martez is the quicker of the two. Their
playful back-and-forth can mean some
highly contentious and competitive games
when the two decide to go full bore.

“I let him know I’m the older brother and
you can’t beat me,” said a laughing Martez.

All kidding aside, the two brothers may
be combatants on the practice court, but
they’ve also made it a point to help each
other out. As Marvel feels his way out on
the court, Martez has taken  him aside to
give pointers, like where to be on the court
and how to deal with being a freshman at a

level normally dominated by 17- and 18-
year olds.

“I’ve definitely noticed they’ve gotten
closer because of this season,” said their
father, Melvin Redfearn. “Seeing them on
the floor, it feels good.”

Except, that is, when they get together
for another round at Gum Springs. Neither
Martez nor Marvel knows which one will
come out on top, but they both understand
it’s about more than winning.

“It’s not all about getting on each other,”
said Martez. “It’s about bringing intensity
because if we keep playing the way we’re
playing, we could both go far as part of this
team.”

A Redfearn Reunion

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
M

a
r
k
 
G

i
a
n
n
o

t
t
o

/
T

h
e
 
G

a
z
e
t
t
e

Majors Continue
Streak

The Mount Vernon girl’s basketball team
continued its streak, winning its 14th con-
secutive game, this time a 76-45 victory over
National District foe Stuart. As usual, point
guard Jalinda Venable and junior Tracy King
led the way for the Majors.

Venable knocked down six 3-pointers to
finish with a game-high 26 points, while
King wasn’t far behind scoring 20 points.
Mount Vernon is now 14-1 overall and 5-0
in National District play. The team doesn’t
play again until next Wednesday when it
faces Yorktown at home with game time set
for 7:45 p.m.

Softball Registration
Registration for the Fort Hunt Softball

spring season is now available.
Prior to registering a child for a Fort Hunt

Spring sport, review the Spring 2009 Sea-
son information for the sport. This infor-
mation can be found on the individual
sport’s part of the fhyaa.org web site.º(See
sports links at top of page.)

Register online at fhyaa.org. For more in-
formation, contact Ilene Dranoff at
fthuntsoftball@yahoo.com or 703-660-
6338.

Charity Tournament
Fairfax Adult Softball is hosting its 9th

Annual Benefit Bowling Tournament. Pro-
ceeds from this tournament will assist Vir-
ginia Special Olympics, Area 26 and Fairfax
Adult Softball field improvements. Appli-
cations are being accepted through Friday,
Jan. 16. Activities will be held on Sunday,
Jan. 25, at the Bowl America Shirley in Al-
exandria, from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Since its first bowling tournament in
1999, FAS and its participants have raised
over $100,000.

Sports Briefs

Brothers Marvel Redfearn (left)
and Martez Redfearn have been
making each other better by
going head-to-head in West
Potomac practices and in one-
on-one battles at nearby Gum
Springs Commmunity Center.
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Letters

Carl Sandburg Middle School.
I’m interested in how we are go-
ing to meet our energy needs. You
may be surprised to learn the U.S.
gets 49 percent of its energy from
coal. Coal produces harmful gases
and is not a renewable resource.
We also rely heavily on nuclear
and natural gas. With nuclear
power there is the possibility for a
nuclear accident, which as we all
know, could be devastating. Natu-
ral gas although a better alterna-
tive to nuclear is not renewable.
This is why I am an advocate for
solar power.

Solar power is a highly renew-
able resource and, unlike wind
power and hydroelectrics, solar
power does not interfere with the
natural flow of that resource or
disrupt the natural environment.
For example disrupting the wind
patterns could affect bird migra-
tion. The advancement in battery
technology and improved solar
cells has made solar energy more
affordable and efficient with few
if any negative impact on the en-
vironment. If the United States
invested more in solar power our
country could have infinitely re-
newable power produced in our
own country. This makes solar the
answer.

Louis Michael
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Help Your Child Do
Better in School!
Make this your child’s
best school year EVER!

Springfield
Burke, Fairfax Station

703-451-4466

Your child can learn.

Alexandria
Mt. Vernon, Lorton

703-541-2211
Open Monday - Thursday & Weekends

Mention this ad and
SAVE $50 OFF DIAGNOSTIC TEST

EXAM PREP
AVAILABLE

Independently
owned and operated.

Reading, Writing, Math,
Study Skills, SAT Prep

When it comes to helping kids with the new school year, no
one does it better than Huntington. If your child struggles
with homework, can’t keep up with new classwork, or just
wants to get ahead, call us. We can help. We can diagnose
what is keeping your child from being his or her best and
create a program of instruction tailored to his or her need.
Just a few hours a week can improve your child’s skills,
confidence, and motivation.

Schools
The Gazette will continue to publish student art submissions as

space permits throughout the year. This week, the student work is
from art instructor Virginia Wright’s class at Belle View Elementary.

Lilly Kerner, Grade 6 Matthew McCracken, Grade 6 Charlotte Sofield, Grade 6

Marissa Patterson, Grade 6 Kinza Chaudhari, Grade 6 Malik Johnson, Grade 6
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