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Viewpoints

Reactions to Obama’s inaugural
speech.

Answers from attendees to the Alex-
andria Democratic Committee’s
Inaugural Ball at the Mark Center
Hilton.

Witnesses
To History

Marshall Weisiger, Susan Wilson, Lauren Mealy, Caroline Spogli, Emma Holt, Carly
Lyerly, Alex Deitz and Maggie Boozer, students from Episcopal High School, try to stay
warm while waiting for the start of Barack Obama’s Inauguration ceremony on Jan.
20. The girls said that the entire school made the short trip from Alexandria to attend
the historic event.

Lt. Col. James Lewis and
Lt. Col. Patricia Lewis,

of Alexandria, celebrate
as Barack Obama is
sworn in as the 44th

President of the United
States on Jan. 20 in

Washington D.C.
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Tim Lovain
watched the
inauguration
from the office
of Norman
Dicks (D-
Wash.) in the
Rayburn
House Office
Building.

“The part that grabbed me was
when Obama called for a new era
of responsibility. That struck me as
saying its up to the people now,
not just the government.”

Paul Friedman watched the
inauguration at a Creative Coalition
party in the Homer Building 6th and
F streets.

“I was struck by the reference to
George Washington’s struggle at
Valley Forge. I thought that sug-
gested the need for a revolutionary
mindset to face the challenges before
us at this time.”

Mark Feldheim watched the
inauguration at Vermillion restau-
rant on King Street.

“I was struck by the part about
how his father wouldn’t have been
able to be served in a Washington
restaurant 60 years ago. That was
fantastic.”

Susan
Kellom
watched the
inauguration
on the
jumbotron at
Market
Square.

“My favorite
part of the
speech was when Obama reached
out an open hand to countries that
have clenched fists. I thought that
really showed a sense of openness
and willingness to become part of
the diplomatic scene once more.”

Marian Van
Landingham
watched the
inauguration
with friends at
the home of
Harlene and
Bill Clayton.

“My
impression

was that Obama was calling for
responsibility and competence, and
those are things that seem to have
been missing over the last few
years.”

Dorothea Peters watched the
inauguration from Market Square.

“I was stuck by Rick Warren’s
invocation because I don’t like his
opposition to gay rights. But he was
being a good enough Christian that
his speech was a broad-minded
outreach to all God’s children.”

Bill
Dickinson
watched the
inauguration
at home with
his wife.

“I would
compare
Obama’s
speech to
Lincoln’s first inaugural, in which
Lincoln laid out the terms that the
union would stay together. I
though Obama did something
similar. It was a firm speech, and it
was deadly serious.”

Carolyn Herring watched the
inauguration from the “gray zone”
on the National Mall.

“I liked the idea of having a united
America working together instead of
being so divided all the time.”

Politics of
Asphalt
West End issue
could play role in
council election.

See Asphalt,  Page 30

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

W
hen the Alexandria
City Council held a
series of contentious
public hearings in

2006 about extending the hours for
a West End paving plant, heated
words were exchanged at City Hall
about what would happen during the
next council election. Several speak-
ers vowed to work against incumbent
members who supported the plan,
with Cameron Station residents lead-
ing the charge against the council
members who sided with Virginia
Paving and allowed the asphalt plant
to double its hours of operations de

Cab Driver
Murdered
S

hortly after midnight on
Jan. 18, Alexandria po-
lice officers arrived at the

intersection of Princess and
Buchanan streets to find a cab
driver who had been shot in the
upper body. The man was un-
responsive when police arrived,
and city medics pronounced the
man dead at the scene. Shortly
afterward, detectives arrived on
the scene to canvass the area in
search of possible witnesses.

The man was later identified
as Khalil Siddiqi, a 50-year-old
Fairfax man. An autopsy deter-
mined the manner of death to
be homicide. Police officials say
that detectives are looking at
robbery as a possible motive.
This is the first homicide in Al-
exandria this year.  There were
four homicides in Alexandria
last year. Anyone with informa-
tion about this case is asked to
call the Alexandria Police De-
partment at 703-838-4444.
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See Le Tache,  Page 8

News

See Entrepreneurs,  Page 8

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette

Lucky Elliott, Travers Gray and Jackie Mason. More
photos at www.connectionnewspapers.com.

Clayton Taylor and Denise Leigh.

Brenda Elliott with Howard and Jean Eads.

A ‘Progressive’
Celebration
T

he Departmental Pro-
gressive Club, Incorpo-
rated (DPC) — along

with the DPC Ladies Auxiliary
—celebrated the inauguration
of Barack Obama, on Tuesday,
Jan. 20, at the club’s Gibbon
Street location.

The DPC, Alexandria’s oldest
private club, was established

almost 82 years ago by seven
young black men who worked
in various departments of the
Federal government.

Their purpose was to en-
courage character, to foster
fellowship by providing
wholesome recreation and to
improve the general welfare
of Alexandria.

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

T
he economy may be in a
tailspin and unemploy-
ment may be reaching

heights not seen in decades, but
the entrepreneurial spirit is alive
and well in Alexandria. This ap-
plies to new enterprises, expand-
ing ones, and those transitioning
to new owners.

In the new enterprise category
is BatteriesPlus which opened at
the beginning of December in the
Bradlee Shopping Center. No mat-
ter what type of battery is needed
BatteriesPlus has it. And, if they
don’t or can’t get it, they can build
it.

“We carry batteries for every-
thing from cell phones to vehicle
batteries. And, we can custom
build batteries for what ever use
is needed,” said Aileen Mitchell,
who, along with her husband, Ja-
son Mitchell, is the owner of the
store at 3690-D King St.

BatteriesPlus is a franchise op-
eration based in Heartland, Wisc.
They have 340 stores nationwide.

This is the Mitchell’s second
store in Northern Virginia. Their
other location is 11213-G Lee
Highway, Fairfax, which they
opened three years ago. “We got
into this business because of our
children,” she said.

“We were looking for what we
considered a common battery for
a toy our son got for Christmas and
we couldn’t find it anywhere. My
husband was on the phone to a
friend complaining about not be-
ing able to find the battery and he
told us about BatteriesPlus,”
Mitchell said.

THEIR NEWEST STORE is like
a homecoming for the Mitchells.
“When we were first married we
lived in Farlington, just across King
Street from this store. Now we live
in Clinton, Virginia,” she said.

Both stores are open seven days
a week. The Alexandria location
operates Monday through Friday,
8 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m., and Sunday, noon to 5
p.m.

Although they sell a variety of
brands, both retail and commer-

cial, the company brand is known
as Werker. In addition to selling
batteries they also do test charges,
building of batteries, and recycling
batteries.

Entrepreneurs Prevail in Downturn

Photo by Chuck Hagee

The Gazette

Aileen Mitchell, owner of
Batteries Plus of Northern
Virginia, explains the array
of batteries available in her
new store in the Bradley
Shopping Center.

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

S
ex has returned to Old
Town. That is, adver-
tised/retail sex. Not since
its more bawdy days as

an operating seaport, when there
were several houses of ill repute
along King Street catering to in-
coming sailors, one being Ramsey
House, now the city tourist cen-
ter, have the residents of Old Town
been more concerned about a re-
tail establishment. Le Tache, 210
King St., is the talk of the town.

With its opening Janu. 5, accom-
panied by the erotically clad man-
nequins in its windows, winter
arrived for Alexandria’s elected
officials with a snowstorm of
emails. The vast majority de-
manded that something be done
to close “this disgusting display,”
as one observer put it.

Sorry. It’s perfectly legal and not
subject to any of the regular Spe-
cial Use Permit (SUP) controls of
the Planning & Zoning Depart-

ment.
“Within the Historic District re-

tail operations are by-right. We
have reviewed all the regulations
as well as local and state laws very
carefully as to whether or not they
are in conformity and they have
done everything properly,” said
acting City Attorney Christopher
Spera.

That evaluation was buttressed
by the owners of Le Tache, French
for “the spot,” John and Shannon
Kenney. “We had our attorneys re-
view all the statutes and make sure

we got all the necessary licenses.
They assured us we are in com-
plete compliance,” said John
Kenney.

LE TACHE is an “adult industry”
store selling exotic lingerie, sex
toys, and adult movies. It’s dual
King Street display windows fea-
ture life size mannequins wearing
some of that lingerie.

The only items visible from King
Street are racks of lingerie and
clothing. All other merchandise is

A Window of Opportunity
Who says Old
Town is stuffy
— not at
“The Spot.”

Photos by Chuck Hagee

The Gazette

John and Shannon Kenney
recently opened their new
exotic “adult industry”
shop at 210 King St.

A life size mannequin in
the window of 210 King St.
advertises some of the
lingerie available in the
newly opened Le Tache.

“Business has been really good since we opened.”
— John Kenney, owner, Le Tache
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David W. Spires
(703) 765-3500

Cell: (703) 850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
(703) 660-6789

Cell: (703) 472-7713

www.partnersinrealestate.com • Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

TWO BLOCKS TO POTOMAC –
TO BE BUILT

•Elevated, over one-half acre lot on cul-de-sac
•Looks East to the Potomac River and GW Parkway
•Choose from FOUR diverse Colonial Models
•Standard Features include Brick Front, Extensive

Hardwoods, Granite Kitchen, 9 Ft. Ceilings on All
Levels, Two-Car Garage, Media Package and MORE

•Customize at Builders Design Center located in
   Alexandria

• Model Shown is the FAIRFAX – 4,000 finished feet on two levels + Full, Unfinished Basement
• Unbelievable Financing Packages Available

Call for a full color brochure  today!
 Price beginning at ..............................................................................................$1,329,000

Alexandria Westgrove
• Original Owner Offering –Built in 1966
• Over One-Half Acre on Cul-de-Sac
• Screened Porch w/Beamed Cathedral
   Ceiling & Fans
• Expansive Decking w/Privacy Screening at Rear
• 5 Bedrooms • 3 Full Baths
• Two Fireplaces
• Formal Living and Dining Rooms
• Eat-in Kitchen opens to Generous Family Room
• Recreation and Hobby Room on Lower Level
• Huge 2-Car Garage w/Additional Storage
• Roof Replaced Jan 09

Directions: From Old Town, South on GW Parkway, Right on Tulane, Right on Clemson,
left on Middlebury to 1504.

     Offered at ...................................................................................$639,000
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Robert B. Burroughs
(703) 370-0808

Cell (703) 856-2426

News

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

A
 handful of uncounted ballots are
at the center of Republican
candidate’s petition to recount
the Jan. 13 special election to re-

place former Del. Brian Moran (D-46). In a
court filing this week, Republican attorneys
asked the three-judge panel that will over-
see the Jan. 26 recount to include 22 ab-
sentee ballots that were not counted on
Election Day, a request that could change
the outcome of Democratic candidate
Charniele Herring’s 16-vote margin of vic-
tory. At issue are eight absentee ballots that
were not counted because they did not meet
State Board of Elections guidelines and 14
absentee ballots that were received by the
registrar’s office after Election Day.

“I took about 80 percent of the absentee
ballots that were counted,” said Murray
during a break in Monday’s preliminary
hearing on the recount. “If that holds with
the votes that were not counted, my gut
feeling is that it will change the outcome of
this election.”

Democrats have marshaled a team of law-
yers to oppose the Republican arguments,
rejecting the Republicans claims that the
State Board of Elections guidelines are
flawed and dismissing the notion that Vir-
ginia statute allows inclusion of absentee
ballots that were received after the election.

Yet even if Democrats are successful in ask-
ing the recount court to discount the un-
counted ballots, Republicans said they are
prepared to contest the election in an ef-
fort to include the 22 uncounted votes to-
ward the final election tally. A contested
election could be appealed to the House of
Delegates, dragging the process out for sev-
eral more weeks.

“If the situation were reversed, I could
imagine that Charniele Herring would con-
test the election,” said Chris Marston, chair-
man of the Alexandria City Republican
Committee. “One of the outcomes of this
could be a determination that the election
was manifestly unfair and that we need a
do-over.”

Republicans plan to argue that the State
Board of Elections guidelines concerning ab-
sentee ballots are incomplete, leading Al-
exandria election officials to cast aside le-
gitimate ballots that should have been
counted on Election Day. For example, one
of the Republican court filings draws atten-
tion to the ballot of James Durham, a voter
in the 46th District. Although his handwrit-
ten voter statement included his zip code,
it was cast aside and not counted because
it did not include his city of residence.

“In this instance, there is no functional
or material difference between omitting the
word ‘Alexandria’ and omitting the ZIP code
‘22304,” wrote Republican attorney Jason
Torchinsky.

Recount Set for Monday

More Online For full text of story, see the
Alexandria Gazette Packet at

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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By Sherry Wilson Brown,

Executive Director, Agenda Alexandria

This is the 10th in a series of profiles that chronicle
Alexandria’s Living Legends, people who are today’s
history makers. Living Legends of Alexandria is a
joint project of the Rotary Club of Alexandria and the
Alexandria Gazette Packet. Conceived and directed by
Nina Tisara, it is designed as an ongoing project to
identify and honor those individuals whose vision
and dedication make a tangible difference to the
quality of life in Alexandria. For more information
or to nominate a Legend for next year’s program, visit
www.tisaraphoto.com/legends.

I
t doesn’t take long to discover that
Living Legend Reverend Doctor Elbert
Ransom, Jr. reaches out to everyone.
This man of note — musical and re-

nowned — makes everyone part of his life
— and what a life.

Ransom arrived in Montgomery — to at-
tend Alabama State College for Negroes —
three months after Dr. Martin Luther King.
King’s Morehouse College classmate — and
Ransom’s voice coach — Robert Williams
introduced Ransom and King. Eventually
Ransom joined King’s church, Dexter Av-
enue Baptist, where he sang in the choir,
performed chores at the parsonage, and
babysat the Kings’ first child. Ransom found
himself at the birth of the Civil Rights Move-
ment: the Montgomery Bus Boycott, recruit-
ing volunteers and distributing informa-
tional literature.

During those days, civil disobedience be-
came a major method of bringing broad
attention to inequities in the South, and
being arrested was a major attention-get-
ter. Going to jail was a frightening experi-
ence. Often when black persons were ar-
rested, they might disappear permanently.
The civil rights demonstrators overcame
their fears, and packed the jails for freedom.
In many cases, there was not enough room
in the jails.

“Bert” Ransom was born in Jackson, Miss.
His father labored to build Kessler Air Force
Base before moving to New Orleans to work
at Higgins Shipbuilders.

Eventually, the senior Ransoms put to-
gether $700 to go into the dry cleaning
business where the younger Ransom
worked through 12th grade. By high school
graduation, he had four music scholarship
offers. “I accepted Alabama’s as it was the
farthest from the store.” The 17 year old
boarded a train for college armed with his
mother’s southern fried chicken and pound
cake. His mother knew that in the segre-
gated south he would not be allowed in the
dining car.

RANSOM WAS OFTEN a passenger on
the bus Rosa Parks rode and knew the bus
driver. Ransom had to pay his fare in front
but board at the back because he was not
allowed to walk through the white section.
The bus boycott was originally scheduled
to last one day: Dec. 5, 1954. Because of
the one-day success the boycott was ex-
tended until all grievances were settled. It
finally ended one year later when the
United States Supreme Court acted to de-
segregate buses.

I asked Ransom how the congregation
reacted to Dr. King’s non-violent movement,
especially older members. “Dexter Avenue
Baptist Church was a non-traditional south-
ern Baptist church with professors, doctors,
and lawyers: an educated congregation.
These progressive people were prepared to
pay the price for freedom. I learned that
price from my cousin, Medgar Evers, an
insurance salesman who was also field sec-
retary for the Jackson, Miss. NAACP chap-
ter. He helped black people register to vote.
When he knew he was a target, he moved
into my grandmother’s house to prolong his
life. He returned to his own home one
evening and was killed.”

Ransom finished his education at New
Orleans’ Xavier University — earning a B.S.
in music education — and moved to Chi-
cago where he taught music in the public
schools for five years. Through his connec-
tion with the civil rights movement, he be-
came an Eleanor Roosevelt Intern working
for the American Friends Service Commit-
tee to desegregate housing. He sent white

and black couples to request housing in tra-
ditional white areas. This coincided with
King’s search for a northern city to show
racism also existed outside the south and
resulted in the organization of King’s Chi-
cago Freedom Movement. Ransom directed
the Movement’s Southside Action Center
and helped organize open housing demon-
strations with King, triggering an injunction
from Mayor Richard. J. Daley.

IN SPEECHES, Ransom is quick to remind
audiences that often there were more white
faces at these demonstrations than black.
He was the city manager of Resurrection
City — the Poor People’s Campaign — when
King was assassinated.

His housing background brought Ransom
to D.C. government to work on urban re-
newal and real estate. While there, he
earned a master of divinity from Howard
and a doctorate of ministry at Wesley Theo-
logical Seminary.

Eventually, Ransom,
wife Louise, and three
children moved to Alex-
andria where he spent 14
years as associate pastor
at Alfred Street Baptist
Church. He then became
special assistant to City
Manager Vola Lawson.
His official responsibilities
included the Office of Human Rights, Affir-
mative Action, and the Office on Women.
Ransom also served as a troubleshooter for
Lawson, assuring that her concerns reached
throughout the community. During this
time, he met Lois Walker who nominated
him for the Living Legend Award.

His biggest challenge was creating the
“Call to Community” initiative, a forum for
racial and cultural dialogue to encourage
cohesion in the City’s diverse community.
Today’s spin-off is the Student Forum which
broadens exposure of public and private
school students to different races and cul-
tures. The key is to encourage teens to talk
face-to-face about community issues. Alex-
andria remains a racially, culturally, finan-
cially diverse city. The Forums help students
confront stereotypes.

RANSOM HAS BEEN involved through-
out Alexandria, chairing the Community
Corrections Resources Board, the Juvenile
and Domestic Relations District Court, and
the Community Justice Board and serving
as a board member of the Alexandria
NAACP. He was vice president of Fayette

Housing Corporation, working on afford-
able housing for financially indigent resi-
dents. Other involvement includes the Foun-
dation of the Alexandria Bar Association,
helping youth understand court proceed-
ings; the Alexandria Interfaith Foundation,
fostering cooperation among the clergy; the
Potomac Community Mentoring Program,
working with prison inmates; TRIAD, reduc-
ing crimes against seniors; and Choices, pro-
viding mediation and helping gang mem-
bers make good choices.

He has created Reach, Inc. and travels the
world fostering racial and cultural dialogue.
Recent travels have included England,
Ethiopia, Namibia, Zimbabwe,
Turkmenistan, Ukrain, Ireland and Kosovo.
He wrote one book “I Shall Not Pass this
Way Again” about his quest to find his place
in a life of multiple choices and the role of
unconditional faith in God.

A new book, “Bridging the Divide,” due
this spring, describes
America today at one of
the most diverse times
and calls us to unite to
build an even greater
America. The book is “in-
tended to introduce
brave thoughts and ac-
tion toward unifying the
greatest nation on
earth.”

He also finds time to teach a class he cre-
ated at Virginia Theological Seminary,
“Christian Social Ministry.” Ransom sees
these activities as the results of good and
solid parental training and his involvement
in the civil rights movement.

Louise Ransom has been at her husband’s
side for 40 years. Together they have raised
Angela, a psychologist in Richmond;
Stephen, a painter in Fredericksburg; and
Gregory, a history and social studies teacher
at Burgundy Farm Country Day School in
Alexandria. Six Ransom grandchildren are
evenly divided among their three children.

It may be hard to understand Ransom’s
lack of rancor and his infectious humor.
How does a man who has been jeered at
and attacked in the north and the south
continue to reach out to everyone? Ransom
explains: “When I remember that man is
created in God’s image, I am reminded that
God is in each of us. God is the meaningful
part of everyone, even those who hate us.”

Ransom has taken all the notes of his life
and created not a solo aria but a chorus of
hope and achievement which includes all
people.

Living Legends

Bert Ransom Creates a Chorus of Hope

Photo by Nina Tisara

The Rev. Dr. Elbert Ransom, Jr.

“God is the
meaningful part of
everyone, even
those who hate us.”

— Bert Ransom

Note For more information or to nominate a Leg-
end for next year’s program, visit
www.tisaraphoto.com/legends.

Private Confessions
When the State Board of Elections

presents a certificate of election to the
House of Delegates, a new member is
usually sworn into office. Yet that was
not the case on the first day of the ses-
sion last month, when the Republican-
controlled House refused to seat Del- More Online

In Session

egate-elect Charniele Herring (D-46) as
the newest member of the oldest continu-
ous legislative body in the New World.

The drama started when Democratic Gov.
Tim Kaine called for the special election
after former Del. Brian Moran (D-46)
made a last-minute decision in December
to step down from his seat to raise money
for his gubernatorial campaign. After Her-

ring narrowly beat Republican candidate
Joe Murray by a razor-thin 16-vote mar-
gin of victory on Jan. 13, Republicans called
for a recount the next day. Then House Re-
publicans refused to accept her certificate
of election from the State Board of Elec-
tions by a party-line vote.

“When I talk with my Republican col-
leagues in private, they will gleefully ad-

mit this is about trying to embarrass
Democrats in general and Brian
Moran in particular,” said Del. David
Englin (D-45). “The people who live
in the 46th District are being denied rep-
resentation as a matter of revenge.”

For full text of story, see
the Alexandria Gazette

Packet at www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage
the patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for
surgery. I regard him as one of the premier dentists in the
non-surgical management of TMJ Disorders.”
—Dr. Joseph Arzadon

“Very professional environment, excellent level of service,
up-to-date dental technology.” — Anne

“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my
concerns seriously.” — Mary 

“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop
relationships with  your patients.” — Kim

“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat
your patients with respect and courtesy in a way that  is
extremely rare.” — Nancy

Trusted Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.

Cosmetic Dental Services:
• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• In Office Whitening
• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually
  painless anesthesia

Unique Dental Services:
• Dental Sleep Appliance
• Computer Preview of New Smile

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere
• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
   during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with
  Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
  Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile
  Magazine & TMJ News-n-Views

Testimonials
Michael B. Rogers, DDS

Dennis J. Holly, DMD
4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDental.com

M
ost land-conserva-
tion programs are
based on acreage,
with grants going

to projects that protect vast areas
far away from urban centers. Yet
environmentalists in the Washing-
ton region have long been con-
cerned about preserving land near
the nation’s capital in an effort to
ensure clean air and water.

That’s one of the reasons that
officials from the Northern Vir-
ginia Conservation Trust ap-
proached the office of U.S. Rep.
Jim Moran (D-8) last year in an
effort to create a new land con-
servation program that was spe-
cific to the needs of the Washing-
ton metropolitan region.

“The way these programs are
structured, taxpayers in Northern
Virginia don’t get their fair share
because the money,” said Michael
Nardolilli, president of the North-
ern Virginia Conservation Trust.
“But people who live here should
be able to get something a little
close to home.”

After Nardolilli approached

Moran’s office, the contours of a
new land-preservation program
began to emerge that would tar-
get the capital and its regional
neighbors for a small-acreage
land-preservation program that
would be structured to the needs
of the area. Now, after several
months of hammering out of the
details and drafting legislation,
Moran is ready to launch such a
program in the early days of the
Barack Obama administration.
The congressman announced the
legislation at a breakfast event ear-
lier this month celebrating the
15th anniversary of the Northern
Virginia Conservation Trust .

Moran explained that the $20
million conservation program,
which would be administered by
the National Park Service, would
solicit proposals to acquire or pre-
serve land within the Washington
region and Potomac River water-
shed. The proposals would have
to find funding for half the project,
with the other money coming from
the federal government.

Moran announces $20 million
land-conservation program for area.

Backyard Conservation

For full text of story, see the
Alexandria Gazette Packet at
www.connectionnewspapers.comNews

More

Online

— Michael Lee Pope
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Business

From Page 3

Entrepreneurs Prevail in Downturn

Mary-Lynn Saunders helps animal lovers
find treats and gifts for their pets at “Cha-
teau Animaux,” 101 S. St. Asaph St.,
former home of “Fetch.”

“We do recycling of all batteries including alka-
line. We have recycling bins with plastic bags that
we will drop off and pick up at businesses, churches,
schools and other locations,” she said. There is also
a recycle bin just inside the store’s front door for
customers to deposit spent batteries.

They also service batteries and do checkups on
battery chargers. “Often people think the problem
is with the battery when it’s actually with the re-
charge unit. They have a life span also,” Mitchell
said.

Their Alexandria phone number is 703-575-771.

A RECENT EXPANSION of an existing Old Town
business is the new location for “g!for hair,” formerly
known as Color Tech. They are now located at 1016
King St. “We changed everything — the name, de-
cor — everything,” said Hector G. Velasquez, owner.
Although they moved in September from the old lo-
cation in Arlington they just held their grand reopen-
ing Dec. 11.

“I used to be in a much smaller place. Now I am
able to do much more. My old place was only one
half the size of this location,” he said.

Having been in the beauty business four and a half
years, g!hair performs everything from hair cuts and
shampooing to coloring, highlighting and texture
treatments. “I am really glad I came to Old Town. I
really love it here. And, business has been very good,”
Velasquez said.

He and his one employee, Mel Flores, service five
chairs from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day and from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday. They
are closed on Sunday.

“Exceptional hair styling and color techniques
don’t have to cost a fortune. The important thing to
know about your stylist is his or her training, knowl-
edge and skill in the art of hair color,” Velasquez
said.

“Here we listen carefully to what our clients want.
But we are also happy to suggest new, dynamic ways
in which they can enhance their best features. We’re
open to creating both the traditional, and the less
traditional, styles,” he said.

Velasquez has been cutting hair for 22 years. He
studied in his home country of Honduras as well as

in the United States, where he has taken advanced
training at Graham Webb Academy.

For more information on “g!for hair” visit
www.gforhair.com or call the shop at 703-549-0606.
Drop-in clients are also welcome.

IN THE TRANSFORMATION category is the newly
named Chateau Animaux, formerly known as “Fetch,”
located at 101 S. St. Asaph St., across from the side
entrance to the Alexandria Courthouse. The new
owner, Dennis Bourgault, operates another animal
specialty shop on Eighth Street in the District of Co-
lumbia.
Chateau Animaux has retained the same products
offered by former owners of Fetch, Doug and Lisa
Erby. They still maintain their other store in The Shops
of Lorton Valley just off Ox Road.

Chateau Animaux specializes in treats, toys and
accessories for dogs and cats. It was founded in 1994
in Washington, D.C., by owners Bourgault and
Michael Suddath. Their Washington store was re-
cently named 2008-2009 Retailer of the Year by Pet
Product News International.

“We’re thrilled to be in Old Town. It is an extremely
dog-friendly place and we’re already working with
the Hotel Monaco to supply its pampered animal
guests with our gourmet biscuits,” Bourgault said.

Formal ownership transferred from Erby on Jan. 1.

Le Tache Receives Mixed Reactions
From Page 3

located in the rear area of the first floor, former
home of Subway, and on the upper and lower lev-
els.

“We’ve been in the adult industry for a number of
years. We had been looking for a location in this
area. When I drove down King Street I was amazed
at the number of stores up for rent,” Kenney said.

“Business has been really good since we opened.
Most of our customers have been just what we ex-
pected — women and couples,” he said.

SOME ARE not very happy about Old Town’s latest
retail operation.

“Alexandria provides a friendly environment for
small businesses. However, this kind of business is
not appropriate for the Old and Historic District,”
said Mayor William D. Euille.

“This is really not the image we want to project in
Old Town. I would hope they would tone down their
presentation,” said Vice Mayor Redella “Del” Pepper.

Old Town Civic Association’s President Poul Hertel
said, “Society will continuously have its bounds of
rationality tested. Some for the good. This case is

not one of them and we are evaluating how to best
bring them back. But, we need to do it in such a way
as to not increase the notoriety, because that is the
same as free advertisement.”

As to what can be done, Planning & Zoning De-
partment Director Faroll Hamer said, “We are look-
ing into what other jurisdiction have done.”

The only controls presently on the books in Alex-
andria for that zone applies to the definition of en-
tertainment — and this establishment does not fit
any of those defined categories.

“Had anybody thought that this was a commercially
viable possibility in this location we probably would
have had something in place in a regulatory sense,”
Spera said.

The ultimate answer may rest more with econom-
ics than regulations. If it succeeds it will probably
stay. If it doesn’t it will become another of those empty
stores with the only thing in the front window being
a for rent sign. Customers and their wallets will be
the final judge.

The new 5,200 square foot shop’s hours are 10 a.m.
to 10 p.m. Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday; 10 a.m.
to midnight Thursday, Friday and Saturday; and noon
to 8 p.m. Sunday.
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Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

News

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

R
esidents of Alexandria’s
West End gathered in the
community room of the

Buddie Ford Nature Center on
Sanger Avenue on Wednesday
night, Jan. 14, to express their
frustrations over the Mark Center
choice as the future home of 6,400
Washington Headquarters Ser-
vices personnel as a result of the
2005 Base Realignment and Clo-
sure Report (BRAC).

“We are trying to work with the
Army, the City, and Duke Realty as
cooperatively as possible. This de-
velopment will rival PTO when
completed. The difference is PTO
has ready access to Metro and this
site does not. But, we can’t change
it,” said Lynn Bostain, president,
Seminary West Civic Association,
sponsor of the meeting.

THE PRIMARY FRUSTRATION
expressed by the nearly 50 attend-
ees was the lack of contact by ei

BRAC
Attack

See Residents,  Page 24
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Opinion

T
his year for the first time, Virgin-
ians can check in on what their
state representatives are up to with
out a trip to Richmond.

The House of Delegates and the Senate of
Virginia will offer live streaming video of the
2009 Legislative Session, broadcasting from
each chamber every day of the session.

The daily broadcasts will begin when each
body convenes.

The 2009 legislative session Virginia General
Assembly convened on Jan. 14, and will run
45 days.

Go to http://legis.state.va.us/. Links for
streaming video and also an audio only op-
tion, are appropriately front and center.

More than one-third of all legislation pro-
posed in the Virginia General Assembly dies in

subcommittee. And in previous years, the votes
of the subcommittee members were not re-
corded. There was no accountability for legis-
lators who “tabled” proposals that were im-
portant to Virginians.

This year, subcommittee votes will be re-
corded and available on the General Assembly’s
Web site. It’s an important step.

TIME FOR SMOKING RESTRICTIONS
Gov. Tim Kaine (D) is promoting legislation

that would ban smoking in restaurants in Vir-
ginia. We support his efforts.

Secondhand smoke kills 1,700 Virginians per
year, according to the Virginia Department of
Health. Levels of secondhand smoke are up to

five times higher in restaurants than in homes
with smokers, according to the American Lung
Association.

If the General Assembly doesn’t pass legisla-
tion banning smoking in restaurants, it should
at least allow localities the power to restrict
smoking within their borders.

CONSTITUENT VIEWPOINTS
The House of Delegates and Senate of Vir-

ginia operate a toll-free message center to ac-
cept calls from citizens who want to express
an opinion on legislation. The messages are
relayed to the members’ offices as requested.
Call the Constituent Viewpoint line at 800-889-
0229.

Two steps for
more openness in
General Assembly.

Watch Them Live
Editorial

By Dr. Morton Sherman

Alexandria Superintendent of Schools

T
his week, our country experienced
a peaceful and majestic transition
of power as a new president took

office. I have lived through this transition
with awe 12 times during my life. As a young
man in the 1960s, I watched on black and
white television as the new President, John
F. Kennedy, challenged us to fly to the moon,
and two decades later, I watched in color as
a new President Ronald Reagan went to
Berlin and said, “Tear down this wall.” Today,
I am able to watch these important events on
my phone. We are blessed to live in this de-
mocracy of hope and limitless possibilities ...
and we are challenged by ongoing and needed
changes.

In Alexandria City Public Schools, we are
excited about the possibilities that come with
change. With input from parents and commu-
nity members, we are simultaneously working
toward accomplishing our 2008-2010 division
goals, developing our operating budget for the
2009-2010 school year, and creating a long-
term strategic plan. We will build on our strong

foundation to make ACPS a
great school division for all
students, and not just the 70
percent who score well on the
SOL exams. It is our moral
imperative to ensure that all
children succeed. Together,
we too will tear down walls
and soar higher than ever
before.

LAST THURSDAY, I pre-
sented to the School Board

the first quarterly update on our division goals,
which is available on the ACPS Web site. We
have made much progress in our efforts to at-
tain higher achievement for each and every
student; yet, there is much work still to be
done. The goals we have set and the improve-
ments we are making are based on data and
research. We have instituted a new cyclical
system for program assessment to ensure that
what we are doing is working, and to guide us
in making adjustments if needed. I will con-
tinue to provide an update each quarter on the
2008-2010 goals. We will assess and adjust
until all students exceed the state average on

standardized test scores, and then we’ll keep
going until we raise the floor and blow away
the ceiling.

The proposed operating budget for the 2009-
2010 school year reflects this commitment. You
are invited to participate tonight in a public
hearing on the proposed budget, which is also
available online. The proposed budget cham-
pions student achievement and excellent in-
struction while being responsive to current
economic challenges. By creatively reallocat-
ing existing resources and having staff share
the impact of reductions, we have developed
a budget that continues to move us forward
toward higher achievement for each and ev-
ery student; maintains small classes and qual-
ity learning environments; and avoids large
scale lay-offs. The School Board is scheduled
to adopt the budget on Thursday, Feb. 5.

WE HAVE our current goals, our budget for
next year, and the third piece of the vision for
our students — a long-term strategic plan. The
strategic planning process will identify where
we are, where we want to be in the future,

Keeping Focused on Student Achievement

By David Englin

Delegate (D-45)

O
n Wednesday, the Virginia General
Assembly convened for the 2009 leg-
islative session. Between the $3-bil-

lion shortfall in state revenue, the economy in
crisis, and families and businesses
struggling, now is the time to set aside
partisan bickering and focus on the is-
sues that matter to the people of Vir-
ginia. Unfortunately, the House Repub-
lican leadership didn’t get the memo. Their first
act of the session — even before taking atten-
dance — was a vote to refuse to seat Delegate-
Elect Charniele Herring, the Alexandria Demo-
crat who won the special election to succeed

Brian Moran in the 46th District.
After a close race, followed by the vote can-

vas required by Virginia law, the State Board
of Elections certified the final results, formally
declaring Herring the victor. In an unprec-
edented move, House Republicans voted to
refuse to accept her Certificate of Election.

Later that day, House Republicans
called an “emergency” meeting of the
Privileges and Elections Committee, on
which I serve, to address a political bill
they bring forward each year intended

to prevent the Democratic Party of Virginia
from holding its annual gala during the Gen-
eral Assembly session. I opposed the bill be-
cause I believe it is unconstitutional. Rather
than making a serious effort to address cam-

paign finance reform, they forced a floor vote
on a sloppy bill in an attempt to play political
“gotcha!”

THE SMALL PIECE of good news from the
opening of the session is that daily floor pro-
ceedings of the House of Delegates are now
being broadcast live over the internet, so citi-
zens can see what goes on here in Thomas
Jefferson’s temple of democracy. I sponsored
a bill during the 2007 General Assembly ses-
sion to require this open-government reform.
The Republican leadership killed it at the time,
so I am glad they have finally come around.
(To view House floor sessions live, visit
www.davidenglin.org/sunshine and you will

See Focus,  Page 34

See Partisanship,  Page 32

Need To Set Aside Partisan Bickering

Commentary

Richmond

Report
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Come Taste the Difference
Bradlee Shopping Center

3690J King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

703.820.8600
www.unwinedva.com
Open 7 Days a Week

Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday 12-5 p.m.

SOUTH AMERICAN WINE TASTING
Saturday,

January 24th, 2–5 P.M.
Taste Malbecs from Mendoza, Carmenere
from Chile, Uruguayan Tannat, and more

alongside a sampling of meats and
cheeses from our gourmet selection.

Letters

See Letters,  Page 26

Citizens
Ignored Again
To the Editor:

It appears that the City’s recently
released staff report regarding the
Tour Bus Task Force’s findings is
skewed 100 percent toward the
business community’s interests.
The residents of Old Town have
again ended up on the short end
of the stick. Specifically, the report
totally ignores the concerns of the

residents. There is not one find-
ing in the entire 55-page report
that satisfies the concerns of the
residents despite the fact that the
citizens on the Task Force articu-
lated very direct and clear recom-
mendations.

The citizens have repeatedly
asked that these monstrous 45 foot
tour buses be parked in a holding
facility like the Masonic Temple
Parking Lot, the Bus Barn or some
other suitable location, perhaps on
Eisenhower Avenue, and from

there the tourists be transported
to Old Town, especially the Old
and Historic District, by trolleys or
jitney buses.

The residents requested that the
trolleys and/or jitneys not be over
20 feet and that they replace the
45-foot tour buses in the Old and
Historic District.

The citizens want the 45-foot
buses be kept off our fragile streets
in the Old and Historic District
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Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com,Realtors®

Alexandria
$550,000

Stunning 3 bedrm,
3.5 bath, 3-lvl TH
w/full brick front.
Former model
w/huge kitchen
w/brkfst bar & 42"
cabinets. Master
suite w/deluxe
bath & walk-in
closets.

6866 Rolling
Creek Way

Marianne Welds
703-869-1320

Alexandria
$889,000

Fabulous end unit
TH w/2-car garage,
3 bedrms & 2.5
baths. Huge
gourmet kitchen,
LL family rm
w/fireplace & built-
ins. Brick patio,
deck off kitchen &
fenced garden.
701 Arch Hall Lane

Gary Chute
703-371-9926

Alexandria $549,900
Fantastic 3 bedrm, 2 full & 2 half baths, 2-car garage TH
w/new carpet thru-out. Hardwoods in kitchen, family rm
& breakfast area. All of the Kingstowne amenities.

5306 Sandyford Street
Joe Davis 571-338-4989

Alex./Rosemont
$849,000

Lovely 3 lvl, 4
bedrm, 2.5 bath
Colonial w/family
rm & rec rm.
Updated kitchen &
baths! Landscaped
yard w/patio &
vine-covered
pergola. Off-street
parking & blocks
to 2 Metros!
16 W. Myrtle Street
Christine Garner

703-587-4855

Alex./Landmark $534,900
Completely upgraded 4-lvl, 3,500 SF townhome inside
the Beltway. New kitchen, carpet, & hardwd floors.
Family rm, 2 master bedrms, 3rd bedrm & 2 fireplaces.

5201 Cottingham Place
Nancie Williams 703-608-6959

Alexandria $1,124,000
Situated on prime lot in sought-after Beverley Hills. Renovated
& expanded w/4 bedrms, 3.5 baths, family rm off huge eat-in
kitchen w/granite & enormous master suite w/fireplace.

3108 Circle Hill Road
Carlene Bahler 703-338-6636

Alexandria $699,900
Spacious, beautiful brick Colonial on 1/3 acre w/garage,
office, large rms, 5 bedrms, 3.5 baths, French doors to
deck, & country kitchen w/SS appliances & ceramic tile.

919 Kemper Street
Mary Smith 703-626-9207

Alexandria $1,495,000
Stunning Arts & Crafts renovation! A warm family home w/over
5,000 SF including 5 BR, 4.5 BA, library & huge custom kitchen.
Finished LL, deck, stone patio & fenced landscaped lot. A rare
package! 2412 Crest Street

Mary Hurlbut 703-548-4741

Alexandria $1,549,000
New home! Breathtaking w/custom craftsmanship
thru-out. Huge great rm, 5 bedrms, 5 baths, luxury
master suite, library & office. Space galore!

2500 Crest Street
Lillian York 703-307-2721

Alexandria $1,049,000
Gracious 3 level, 3 bedrm, 2.5 bath colonial w/large
family rm., 1 fireplace & amazing yard. Off-street
parking. Convenient to Old Town & Del Ray.

211 W. Uhler Terrace
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $1,350,000
Outstanding renovation w/5,100 SF on small cul-de-sac, 5
bedrms, 3.5 baths, gourmet kitchen & great rm w/fireplace.
In the heart of Jefferson Park w/2-car garage and plenty of
parking. 301 Columbia Road

Mary Hurlbut 703-548-4741
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The Sporting

Life

Alexandria
Sportsman’s Club

Meets monthly at Old Dominion Boat Club.
The Alexandria Sportsman’s Club is a

charitable organization which honors the
student-athletes of the Alexandria commu-
nity. The organization, established 50 years
ago, holds meetings on the third Tuesday
of each month at the Old Dominion Boat
Club (1 King Street, Alexandria). Special
guest speakers from the local sports com-
munity highlight the monthly get-togethers.
Refreshments are provided at the meetings.
All adults, 18 and older, who love sports
are encouraged to attend. The
organization’s annual showcase event is the
Awards Night meeting in May where the top
athletes of Alexandria’s high schools are
honored. To learn more about the organi-
zation or get information on an upcoming
meeting, call Alexandria Sportsman’s Club
Member Steve Lehman 703-470-4301
(cell).

Fort Hunt Sportsman
Association

703-360-3134
Founded in 1963, Fort Hunt Sportsman

Association raises money and presents
awards to athletes and teams for the schools
in the West Potomac High School pyramid
and Fort Hunt Youth Athletic Association.
The group holds a dinner meeting on the
second Thursday of each month at rotating
locations. For information and a meeting
schedule, contact Rick Genuario at 703-360-
3134.

Pohick Bay Regional
Park Golf Course

10301 Gunston Road
703-339-8585
www.nvrpa.org/pohickbaygolf.html
Pohick Bay Regional Park Golf Course fea-

tures an 18-hole, par 72 golf course, as well
as tournaments and golf lessons. Contact
Golf Course Manager Craig Palm with ques-
tions.

Greendale Golf Course
6700 Telegraph Road
703-971-3788
www.co.fairfax.va.us/parks/greendale
Greendale is a municipal course in Fairfax

County. It features an 18-hole, par 70 course
as well as lessons, on 148 acres of rolling
grounds with asphalt cart paths.

Play Soccer
Gunston Recreational Micro Soccer Fields (Grist

Mill Park)
703-360-7013 and 703-313-8530
www.playgunstonsoccer.org/fields.php
Join one of the many micro soccer teams

that play two seasons (fall and spring) on
these fields. Also enjoy the playground and
picnic areas and let your dog enjoy the dog
park.

 Alexandria Soccer Association

Swim Forever
Alexandria Masters Swimming
alexandiamasters@earthlink.net
www.alexandriamasters.com
U.S. Masters Swimming is a national or-

ganization which promotes swimming for
adults over 18 years old. They offer struc-
tured coached workouts with Curl-Burke
Swim Club. Workouts are held throughout
the year at various local pools and empha-
size fitness, conditioning, and stroke me-
chanics. Swimming abilities range from
beginning lap swimmers to college.

Catch a Wave in the Pool
Cameron Run Regional Park
4001 Eisenhower Ave.
703-960-0767
www.nvrpa.org/cameron.html
Cameron Run Regional Park offers a va-

riety of recreation facilities in an urban area,
including Great Waves water park. Catch a
wave in the wave pool, twist and turn down
four-story water slides, take a plunge down
speed slides, splash in the splash pads, play

with friends in the shallow waters of the
play pool. Little ones will enjoy the tad pool.
The park also features a deluxe miniature
golf course with a pond, a nine-station bat-
ting cage, picnic shelters, and a special
event pavilion.

Land a Kick-Flip
Schuyler Hamilton Jones Skatepark
3540 Wheeler Ave.
703-838-4343
Visit the Schuyler Hamilton Jones Skate-

board Park on Duke Street at the intersec-
tion with Quaker Lane. The 11,000 square
foot park features 6- and 4-foot half-pipes,
a fun box, a 3-foot spine, and rails. It is free
and open from dawn to dusk, seven days a
week.

Hit Golf Balls at a
Computerized
Driving Range

TopGolf
6625 South Van Dorn St.
703-924-2600
www.topgolfusa.com
Golfers of all skill and experience levels

have the opportunity to work on numerous
aspects of their game — chip shots with a
nine iron, or long drives. What makes the
TopGolf experience original is the fact that
golfers receive immediate feedback through
the use of a computerized scoring system
which measures length and accuracy of
shots. Golfers can shoot at various flagged
target areas in the large, open range, then
measure the results of their shot on a small
electronic scoreboard located right next to
the shooting area. Also on site are two
TopGolf miniature golf courses.

Enlist in a
Coaching Clinic

Alexandria Youth Sports Office
703-838-4345
The Alexandria Department of Recre-

ation, Parks and Cultural Activities offers
coaching clinics for individuals — with or
without experience — who are interested
in coaching youth sports. The clinics — for
those who coach baseball, cheerleading,
basketball, softball, and football — are held
two times seasonally (spring, summer, fall,
winter) at the Lee Center. Sessions are held
evenings and are two hours long. There are
two types of coaching training offered —
Certification through the National Youth
Sports Coaches Alliance; and ‘Pursuing Vic-
tory With Honor,’ which focuses on sports-
manship.

Alexandria Little
League

703-739-4444
www.alexandriabaseball.com

Alexandria Potomac
Little League

(formerly Bucknell Little League)
703-768-5588
http://eteamz.active.com/apll/

Fort Hunt Little League
703-798-0893

Woodlawn Little League
703-780-9682
www.woodlawnlittleleague.com

Someone once wrote that “Time be-
gins on Opening Day.” There is some-
thing special about Little League Open-
ing Day ceremonies each spring. Ball-
playing boys and girls gather for the
festivities attired in their brilliant col-
ored uniforms. They, along with par-
ents/guardians, family members and
community members, celebrate the
start of a new ball season. Visit one of
the local Little League Opening Day
festivities next spring. Local leagues in-
clude Woodlawn, Alexandria Little
League, Alexandria Potomac Little
League, and Fort Hunt. Who knows,
one might even feel younger for it and
decide to catch some of the Little
League baseball and softball action
throughout the playing season. It’s
never too early to ‘Play Ball!

Attend the Opening Day of Little League

See 101 Ways,  Page 16
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Alexandria Potomac Little League at the Bucknell Elementary School
field.

101 Ways
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Winter Specials
   Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse
      Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington
             Coq au vin • Cassoulet
                 Chef Specials

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

Please make early reservations
for Valentine’s Day

Young Athletes
Can Improve
Their Game

Nannie J. Lee Memorial
Recreation Center

1108 Jefferson St.
703-838-4345
Children can learn the

basics of their favorite
sport by attending a Fun-
damentals Clinic through
the Alexandria Depart-
ment of Recreation, Parks
and Cultural Activities.
Local coaches or volun-
teers will teach young-
sters the way to play the game the
right way through the teaching of
basic playing techniques. They will
also learn the importance of good
sportsmanship. Whether it’s learn-
ing more about hoops, baseball,
softball, or football, youngsters
will gain a greater appreciation of
their sport.

Attend Amateur/Pro
Boxing Events

Dennis Porter
Charles Houston Recreation Center
901 Wythe Street
703-838-4234
The Alexandria Boxing Club is

located at The Fred Smith Center,
which is an extension of the
Charles Houston Recreation Cen-
ter. Every weeknight, members of
the ABC team — both pro fighters
and amateurs — practice their
craft under coach Dennis Porter.
The ABC team competes in numer-
ous boxing fights throughout the
year — either in the metro area or
statewide. During the last two
years the team captured first place
at the USA/Virginia State Tourna-
ment Championships in Arlington.
There is a true love and passion
for the sport at ABC. To visit a
practice session or to find out
when local “Fights Night” events
are scheduled, call Dennis Porter.

Hit the Ice
Mount Vernon Recreation Center
2017 Belle View Blvd.
703-768-3224
Ever see one of those “Peanuts”

TV specials where Snoopy easily
glides across the ice as flawless as
any Olympian skater? Well, it’s
harder than it looks even if “good
ol’ Snoopy” makes it look easy. But
what a great sport to learn, and
what a way to cool off during the
hot months. To find out about ice-
skating lessons at Mount Vernon
Rec Center, go to:
www.FairfaxCounty.gov/parks. Or,
get a hold of a free Parktakes
magazine by calling 703-222-
4664.

Get Into the Swing
Of Things

The StrikeZone Academy
826 South Pickett St.
703-823-0061
www.thestrikezoneacademy.com
The indoor facility is the ideal

place for players to practice their
baseball and softball skills year
round. Three batting cages are
available for teams, along with
‘Iron Mike’ automatic pitching
machines. And there are other ar-
eas to practice pitching and field-
ing. There are batting, fielding,
and catching instructors for begin-
ner-level players on up through
high school aged players.

Join the Horsey Set
Woodlawn Stables
8907 Richmond Highway
703-780-4344
www.woodlawnstables.com
With a summer horsemanship

camp and group lessons for those
over eight years, and classes for
adults and children, Woodlawn
Stables has been teaching English
saddle riding for more than 25
years. For the required goods, trot
on over to an associated store,
Woodlawn Stablery, which pro-
vides English tack, riding apparel
and accessories, as well as Breyer
model horses, from 8405-J Rich-
mond Highway in Potomac Square
(703-360-2288).

Rock On
Sportrock-Alexandria
5308 Eisenhower Ave.
703-212-7625
The closest to a mountain range

Alexandria has is the 12,000
square feet of indoor climbing
walls at Sportrock Alexandria. A
thorough calendar of course offer-
ings for children and adults of all
age levels, and the opportunity to
walk in and take a beginners’ class
on the spot, makes any time the
right time for a climb.

Jazz it up with
Jazzercise

Hollin Hall Senior Center
1500 Shenandoah Road
703-765-0142
www.jazzmtvernon.com
Jazzercise combines elements of

jazz dance, resistance training,
Pilates, yoga, kick-boxing, to cre-
ate effective programs for people
of every age and fitness level. In-
crease muscle tone, flexibility, bal-
ance, strength and endurance us-
ing easy-to-follow movements.
Arrive at least 15 minutes prior to
class and register; managers are
there to advise. Begin at any time.

Playing War Is
Better Than
Fighting War

Eagle and Empire Game Shop
8405-D Richmond Highway
703-360-5363
Players of miniature war games

gather at this shop to play each
other. Games played include
Warhammer Fantasy, Warhammer
40K, Warmaster Ancients, Flames
of War and Command Decision.
Meetings are on Friday nights, the
weekend and sometimes Wednes-
day nights. Free, one needs to
bring one’s own pieces. Call the
shop on Wednesdays to find out
the weekly schedule.

Knitting Nights
Knit Happens
127A North Washington St.
703-836-0039
www.knithappens.net
The self-described Nirvana for

knitters shop Knit Happens hosts
a Knit n’ Nosh 5-7 p.m. the first
Friday of every month, and is open
late — until 8 p.m. — every
Wednesday for quality after-work
knitting time. New classes every
quarter allow anyone over 14 to
learn how to cast on and cast off,
or practice for intermediate purl-
ing.

From Page 15
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There are many options for youth sports, including  soccer.
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Calendar

E-mail calendar announcements to the
Alexandria Gazette Packet, gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is
Thursday at noon for the following week’s
paper. Call Rebecca Halik at 703-917-
6407 with questions.

 ONGOING
 On Sundays from noon-5 p.m., visit

the Waterfront and see history-
inspired performances near the
Torpedo Factory; do a “meet and
greet” of early Alexandria residents
and travelers near the Waterfront
and lower King Street. Free. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org for more.

Historic Mount Vernon welcomes all
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Camp
Fire Club members (in uniform or
wearing an official pin) to free
admission during its Scouting Days
program through Feb. 15, 2009. For
more information, visit
www.MountVernon.org.

La Muse, 108 N. Patrick St., collects
and ships donations for
www.AnySoldier.com every day of
the year. Bring donations to La Muse
and it will be packaged and shipped
to soldiers. For ideas on what to
donate go to: www.ShopLaMuse.net/
Anysoldier.html or call 703-683-
1696.

Historic Mount Vernon welcomes
Inauguration visitors in January
with 20 percent off adult admission.
Visitors must print the coupon from
Mount Vernon’s Web site: http://
visit.mountvernon.org. January is
also the 250th wedding anniversary
of George and Martha Washington,
and on display Jan. 12 – Feb. 23 are

Mrs. Washington’s wedding slippers,
which have not been exhibited at
Mount Vernon in over 30 years. $15
for adults; $7 for youth ages 6-11;
and free for children five and
younger. Visit http://
visit.mountvernon.org or 703-780-
2000.

The public can participate in the second
annual “Alexandria Recreation
Games for Healthy Living,” Jan.
10 through March 6. An awards
ceremony is scheduled for Saturday,
March 28, at the Lee Center
Kauffman Auditorium, 1108
Jefferson St. To register, pick up an
information packet at the Chinquapin
Park Recreation Center, or online at
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

Fairfax County Department of
Community and Recreation Services
present free dance workshops at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, from 3:30-5 p.m.
on Feb. 13,27, March 13,27, April
10,24 and May 8. To register, 703-
324-4386.

Woodlawn’s Needlework
exhibition is March 1-31 at 9000
Richmond Highway. There will be
demonstrations, lunch by Nelly’s
Needlers and more. See needleworks
from around the world. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or 703-780-
4000 for more.

THURSDAY/JAN. 22
 Story Time. 10 a.m. or 3 p.m. at

Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5. Free. 703-519-
5900.

Mother Goose Time. 10 a.m. at

See Calendar,  Page 19
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Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

St. Pat’s Fun Dog Show
Market Square at 10:30 before the St. Pat’s Day

Parade, the first Saturday of March.

Doggie Drinks, Treats
Doggie Happy Hour
Hotel Monaco
480 King St.
703-549-6080
www.doggiehappyhour.com
Every Tuesday and Thursday from 5 to 8

p.m., meet two- and four-legged friends in
the courtyard of the Holiday Inn Select.

Going with the Dogs

The Animal Welfare
League of Alexandria
offers many events for
canines and their own-
ers throughout the year.
Visit
www.alexandriaanimals.org
for more.

Eats, treats and drinks for all from April
through October.

No Doggie Paddling Here
Canine Cruises
Potomac River Boat Company
Alexandria City Marina
Cameron and Union Street
703-548-9000
www.potomacriverboatco.com
Every second Thursday of the month,

there will be special canine cruises on the
Potomac River aboard the Admiral Tilp.

Living Off
the Leash

Grist Mill Dog Park
4710 Mount Vernon

Memorial Highway
703-324-8662
Let your dog run

free at the new Grist
Mill off-leash dog
park. Your dogs will
love to frolic with
their canine compan-
ions in the one-acre,
fenced in park cov-
ered by crushed
stone.

Watch the pool
calendars for
doggie
swimming in
Cameron Run
Regional Park
and the Cameron
Street pool after
Labor Day.
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Calendar

ages can enjoy stories. Free.
Registration required, 703-519-5900.

Theater Performance. Hayfield
Secondary School’s Middle School
Drama Department will present the
musical “Oliver!” at 7:30 p.m. in the
Rebecca S. Wilburn Auditorium,
7630 Telegraph Road. Tickets are $8
in advance, $10 at the door. Visit
www.hayfielddrama.com to purchase
tickets.

Author Reading. 11 a.m. at Barnes
and Noble, 3651 Jefferson Davis
Highway. Susan Crites will read from
her book “I Love You More Than
Rainbows.” Free.

SUNDAY/JAN. 25
 Open House. 1-4 p.m. at

Commonwealth Academy, 1321
Leslie Ave. For students entering
grades 6-12. Visit
www.Commonwealthacademy.org or
703-548-6912.

Wintering Animals. 1 p.m. at Mason
Neck State Park, 7301 High Point
Road, Lorton. Observe swans, ducks
and other waterfowl. Free. 703-339-
2385.

Magestic Eagles. 3 p.m. at Mason
Neck State Park, 7301 High Point
Road, Lorton. Observe these birds
and learn about their lives. Free. 703-
339-2385.

Wild For Winter Waterfowl. 10:30
a.m. at Mason Neck State Park, 7301
High Point Road, Lorton. Observe
swans, ducks and other waterfowl.
Free. 703-339-2385.

Wildlife in Winter. 1-3 p.m. at
Huntley Meadows. Children ages 5-
10 can play games, make crafts and
more. $4/child. Registration
required, 703-768-2525.

Music Performance. 3 p.m. at
Westminster Presbyterian Church,
2701 Cameron Mills Road. Hear
music of Bach with organ, hymns and
more. Free. Visit www.wpc-alex.org
or 703-549-4766.

Candlelight Yoga. Experience
relaxing and rejuvenating yoga with

Carissa Ciuca, Sundays at 6:30 p.m.
at Mindful Hands, 211 King St., $60
for 6 weeks. Drop-ins welcome. Call
Carissa Ciuca at 843-906-8784 for
more information and to register.

Music Performance. 4 p.m. at The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. Hear
music by the Alexandria Symphony
Orchestra. Free, donations accepted.
703-505-0700.

MONDAY/JAN. 26
 Wildlife in Winter. 1-3 p.m. at

Huntley Meadows. Children ages 5-
10 can play games, make crafts and
more. $4/child. Registration
required, 703-768-2525.

Little One-Ders. 10 a.m. or 10:45 a.m.
at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 12-23 months can
enjoy stories and more. Free.
Registration required, 703-519-5900.

Family Tale Night. 7 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. All ages. Free.
703-519-5900.

Baby Time. 10 a.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children
up to 11 months. Free. 703-838-
4566.

TUESDAY/JAN. 27
 Time for 2s. 10 a.m. at Beatley

Library, 5005 Duke St. Ages 24-36
months can enjoy stories and more.
Free. Registration required, 703-519-
5900.

Stories and Songs. 10 a.m. or 11 a.m.
at Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children up to
age 4. Free. Registration required,
703-838-4566.

Tuesday Tots. 11 a.m. at Burke
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 2-3. Free. 703-519-
6000.

Mother Goose Time. 9:30 a.m. at
Barrett Library, 717 Queen St. For
children ages 12-24 months. Free.
703-838-4555.

The Alexandria Symphony Orchestra will perform Sunday,
Jan. 25 at 4 p.m. at The Lyceum.

Duncan Library, 2501 Commonwealth
Ave. Children ages 1-2 years. Free.
703-838-4566.

Thursday Story Time. 11 a.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Free. Ages 3-5.
703-838-4566.

Storytime. 4 p.m. at Barrett Library,
717 Queen St. Children ages 3-5
years. Free. 703-838-4555.

Theater Performance. Hayfield
Secondary School’s Middle School
Drama Department will present the
musical “Oliver!” at 7:30 p.m. in the
Rebecca S. Wilburn Auditorium,
7630 Telegraph Road. Tickets are $8
in advance, $10 at the door. Visit
www.hayfielddrama.com to purchase
tickets.

FRIDAY/JAN. 23
 Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 a.m. at

Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St.
Children ages 2 and under enjoy
songs and stories. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

Time for 2s. 10 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Ages 24-36
months can enjoy stories and more.
Free. Registration required, 703-519-
5900.

Music Performance. 9 p.m. at 219
Restaurant, 219 King St. Music by
Rick Whitehead Trio. $5/person.
703-549-1141 for reservations.

Theater Performance. Hayfield
Secondary School’s Middle School
Drama Department will present the
musical “Oliver!” at 7:30 p.m. in the
Rebecca S. Wilburn Auditorium,
7630 Telegraph Road. Tickets are $8
in advance, $10 at the door. Visit
www.hayfielddrama.com to purchase
tickets.

SATURDAY/JAN. 24
 Needlework Workshop. 10 a.m.-

noon at Carlyle House, 121 N.
Fairfax St. Learn about 18th-century
needlework and start a project. $20/
person includes a tour. Beginners and
intermediate. Reservations required,
703-549-2997.

Magestic Eagles. 2:30 p.m. at Mason
Neck State Park, 7301 High Point
Road, Lorton. Observe these birds
and learn about their lives. Free. 703-
339-2385.

Bay View Sunset Walk. 4 p.m. at
Mason Neck State Park, 7301 High
Point Road, Lorton. Observe animals
as they get ready for bed. Free. 703-
339-2385.

Wild For Winter Waterfowl. 10:30
a.m. at Mason Neck State Park, 7301
High Point Road, Lorton. Observe
swans, ducks and other waterfowl.
Free. 703-339-2385.

Gardening Lecture. 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
at Green Springs Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Learn about how
to start a garden, design one and
more. $160 includes all three lectures
and afternoon workshop or $15/
lecture. Bring lunch. Registration
required, 703-642-5173.

Wildlife in Winter. 1-3 p.m. at
Huntley Meadows. Children ages 5-
10 can play games, make crafts and
more. $4/child. Registration
required, 703-768-2525.

In the Jungle Storytime. 11 a.m. at
Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St.
Children ages 2 and up enjoy songs
and stories about jungle friends.
Free. Visit www.hooray4books.com
or 703-548-4092.

Kristin Levine Book Launch. 3 p.m.
at Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St.
Children ages 10 and up can meet
Alexandria author and hear her read
from her new book “The Best Bad
Luck I Ever Had.” Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

Saturday Stories. 10:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. All

See Calendar,  Page 22
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ECONOMIC RELIEF
is just

around the corner
half price

Cheeseburgers
Monday thru Friday

in the Tap Room
‘till 4:00 P.M.

UNION STREET PUBLIC HOUSE
121 South Union Street, Old Town

703.548.1785

From Page 21
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Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at
Barrett Library, 717 Queen St. for
children ages 2 and up. Free. 703-
838-4555.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Episcopal High School, 3900 W.
Braddock Road. Hear the National
Chamber Players. Free. Visit
www.episcopalhighschool.org or
703-933-4135.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 28
 Book Sale. 7-9 p.m. at Duncan

Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Browse a variety of books. Free. 703-
838-4566.

Pajama Party. 7 p.m. at Burke Library,
4701 Seminary Road. Children ages
3-6. Free. 703-519-6000.

Mother Goose Time. 9:30 a.m. at
Barrett Library, 717 Queen St. For
children ages 12-24 months. Free.
703-838-4555.

Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at
Barrett Library, 717 Queen St. for
children ages 2 and up. Free. 703-
838-4555.

Presentation. 7 p.m. at Virginia Tech
Alexandria Center, 1021 Prince St.
Discuss “Parks, Open Space and
Recreation Lands: A Report.” Free.
703-706-8132.

THURSDAY/JAN. 29
 Cool Papa’s Party. Enjoy a musical

odyssey at MetroStage, 1201 N.
Royal St. Call 703-548-9044 for
tickets.

18th Century Dance Lessons. 7:30-
9:30 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. Learn
from instructors. $12/class or $30/
series. Reservations recommended,
703-838-4242.

Story Time. 10 a.m. or 3 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5. Free. 703-519-
5900.

Book Sale. Noon-9 p.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Browse a variety of books. Free. 703-
838-4566.

Short Story Discussion. 7 p.m. at
Burke Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Call 70-519-3498 for story titles.
Free.

Storytime. 4 p.m. at Barrett Library,
717 Queen St. Children ages 3-5
years. Free. 703-838-4555.

FRIDAY/JAN. 30
 Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 a.m. at

Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St.
Children ages 2 and under enjoy
songs and stories. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

Book Sale. 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Browse a variety of books. Free. 703-
838-4566.

Workshop. 7-9 p.m. at First Baptist
Church, 2932 King St. Free workshop
for parents and teachers. Visit
www.celebratecalm.com for more.

Music Performance. Alexandria
resident Chris Gekker will perform at
noon at the Summer School Museum,
17th and M Streets, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. Hear poetry and
music by Eric Ewazen, Katherine
Gekker, Gail Collins and Stephen
Brown, all with ties to Alexandria.
Free.

The Boston Brass. 7:30 p.m. The
brass quintet will perform in
Springbank Auditorium at West
Potomac High School, 6500 Quander
Road, Alexandria. $10/person.
Seating is limited. To request tickets
call 703-718-2586, or e-mail

penelope.bauer@fcps.edu.

SATURDAY/JAN. 31
 Magestic Eagles. 2:30 p.m. at Mason

Neck State Park, 7301 High Point
Road, Lorton. Observe these birds
and learn about their lives. Free. 703-
339-2385.

Bay View Sunset Walk. 4 p.m. at
Mason Neck State Park, 7301 High
Point Road, Lorton. Observe animals
as they get ready for bed. Free. 703-
339-2385.

Wild For Winter Waterfowl. 10:30
a.m. at Mason Neck State Park, 7301
High Point Road, Lorton. Observe
swans, ducks and other waterfowl.
Free. 703-339-2385.

Good Sports Storytime. 11 a.m. at
Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St.
Children ages 2 and up enjoy songs
and stories about touchdowns, goals,
and more. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

Turn the Page. 10 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Discuss “A
Whole New Mind” by Daniel Pink.
Free. 703-519-5900.

Time for 2s. 10 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Ages 24-36
months can enjoy stories and more.
Free. Registration required, 703-519-
5900.

Saturday Stories. 10:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. All
ages can enjoy stories. Free.
Registration required, 703-519-5900.

Book Sale. 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Browse a variety of books. Free. 703-
838-4566.

Movie Watch. 7 p.m. at Plymouth
Haven Baptist Church. Watch
“Fireproof” and have a discussion.
Childcare provided. Free. 703-360-
4370.

New and Upcoming
Exhibits

 Deborah Ellis and Barbara
Southworth will have artwork on
display at the Athenaeum Gallery, 201
Prince St., through March 8 .
“Maine Woods and Waters” is free.
703-548-0035.

The Springfield Art Guild will
showcase art at River Farm, 7931 E.
Boulevard Drive through March 30.
Free. Features art of a botanical na-
ture. Free. 703-644-6677.

Ongoing Exhibits
Gallery West’s new exhibit “4X4 –

New Year New Visions” is on dis-
play from Jan. 7 through Feb. 1.
See photographs, paintings, drawings
and more. Located at 1213 King St.
Free. Visit www.gallery-west.com or
703-549-6006.

Nature photography show at
Huntley Meadows, 3701 Lockheed
Blvd. through Feb. 28. All pictures
were taken at the park. Free. 703-768-
2525.

Multiple Exposures Gallery presents
its “Juried Member Show” from
Jan. 12 through Feb. 1 in the gal-
lery at the Torpedo Factory, 105 N.
Union St. See photographs juried by
Barbara Southworth. Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

The Art League presents “A Hosta
Story,” watercolor paintings by

Fine Art

Yoshimi Matsukata through Feb. 2.
Located in the Torpedo Factory, 105
N. Union St. Visit
www.theartleague.org.

“Winter Blues” is the new exhibit
at Scope Gallery, Torpedo Factory,
105 N. Union St. The Kiln Club has
pots and pieces decorated with blue
motifs. On display through Feb. 1.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org or 703-
838-4565.

Enamelists Gallery, Studio 28, pre-
sents “Stars and Stripes” through
Feb. 1 at the Torpedo Factory, 105 N.
Union St. See a change and hope from
the artists. Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org or 703-838-
4565.

“Red/White/Blue plus Yellow”
is the theme of the new exhibit at
Potomac Craftsmen Fiber Gallery, stu-
dio 18 in the Torpedo Factory, 105 N.
Union St., through Feb. 8. Browse
jewelry, sculpture, clothing and more.
Free. Visit www.torpedofactory.org or
703-838-4565.

See “Nocturne-from Dusk to
Dawn” at Del Ray Artisans, 2704
Mount Vernon Ave., from Jan. 16
through Feb. 15. See the effects of
light between dusk and dawn. Free.
703-838-4827.

Target Gallery presents
“BookEnds: The Book as Art” in
their gallery at Torpedo Factory, 105
N. Union St. from Jan. 22 through
Feb. 22 . Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org or 703-838-
4565.
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Home Sales

Copyright 2008 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

To search for a home online, visit www.HomesDatabase.com.

12/01/08 ~ 12/22/08

Address ................................ BR FB HB . Postal City .. Sold Price .. Type ........ Lot AC ........................ Subdivision
1404 COVENTRY LN ..................... 6 ... 4 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,430,000 ... Detached ....... 0.74 ................................. BRAE MAR
112 BELLEAIRE RD ....................... 4 ... 4 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,295,000 ... Detached ....... 0.15 ............... ROSECREST/DEL RAY
310 FAIRFAX ST N ........................ 4 ... 3 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,250,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ............................ FAIRFAX ROW
426 COLUMBUS ST N ................... 4 ... 4 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,175,000 ... Detached ....... 0.17 .................... CARRIAGE WORKS
154 MARTIN LN ............................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $980,000 ... Detached ....... 0.09 .................. CAMERON STATION
18 MAPLE ST W ............................ 3 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $850,000 ... Detached ....... 0.14 ............................... ROSEMONT
305 UNION ST S ........................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $850,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 .............................. WATERFORD
2119 MARLBORO DR ................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $825,000 ... Detached ....... 0.23 ................ MARLBORO ESTATES
717 GIBBON ST ............................ 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $822,500 ... Townhouse .... 0.08 ............................ GIBBON ROW
1303 TRINITY DR ......................... 4 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $800,000 ... Detached ....... 0.28 .......................... MALVERN HILL
727 FAYETTE ST N ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $768,000 ... Vacation Home0.03 .................... BRADDOCK LOFTS
206 JEFFERSON ST ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $750,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ....................... YATES GARDENS
610 SAINT ASAPH ST S ................ 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $749,000 ... Detached ....... 0.05 ...... THOMAS SHELTON ESTATE
426 SAINT ASAPH ST N ............... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $728,500 ... Townhouse .............................................. LEE MEWS
3317 OLD DOMINION BLVD ......... 4 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $695,000 ... Detached ....... 0.16 .......................... BEVERLY HILLS
429 PATRICK ST N ........................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $660,000 ... Attach/Row Hse . 0.05 ................................ OLD TOWN
521 PITT ST N .............................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $654,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 ................... CHATHAM SQUARE
4 WALNUT ST W ........................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $649,000 ... Detached ....... 0.14 ............................... ROSEMONT
1210 QUEEN ST #5 ...................... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $625,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .................................. OLD TOWN
1210 QUEEN ST #6 ...................... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $600,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .................................. OLD TOWN
1115 CAMERON ST E #104 ......... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $592,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ..... PRESCOTT CONDOMINIUMS
409 WEST ST N ............................ 3 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $570,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ................................ OLD TOWN
11 CHAPMAN ST W ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $560,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ...................... ROSEMONT PARK
385 CAMERON STATION BLVD .... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $559,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .................. CAMERON STATION
416 LURAY AVE E ......................... 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $550,000 ... Detached ....... 0.11 ..................................... DEL RAY
1003 PENDLETON ST ................... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $535,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.07 ............................. KINGS ROWE
805 LATHAM ST N ........................ 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $535,000 ... Detached ....... 0.28 .............................BELLE WOOD
1227 MADISON ST ....................... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $529,500 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 .................... BRADDOCK PLACE
520 JOHN CARLYLE ST #118 ....... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $525,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .................................. OLD TOWN
2302 RANDOLPH AVE .................. 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $500,000 ... Detached ....... 0.11 ..................................... DEL RAY
1023 ROYAL ST N #402 ............... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $499,900 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .................................. OLD TOWN
1309 PRINCE ST ........................... 3 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $499,900 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ................................ OLD TOWN
1115 CAMERON ST #118 ............ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $499,900 ... Multi-Family ................................... THE PRESCOTT
1600 PRINCE ST #401 ................. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $492,000 ... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors .............. 1600 PRINCE STREET
208 BELLEFONTE AVE E .............. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $491,605 ... Duplex .......... 0.07 ..................................... DEL RAY
4662 BRADDOCK RD W ............... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $485,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ............................... STONEGATE
36 ROSEMONT AVE E .................. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $480,000 ... Attach/Row Hse . 0.03 ............................... ROSEMONT
505 CAMERON STATION BLVD#14 .. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $475,000 ... Townhouse ............................... CAMERON STATION
803 RAMSEY ST ............................ 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $470,000 ... Detached ....... 0.13 ...................... ROSEMONT PARK
3912 CHARLES AVE ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $469,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ............................... SUNNYSIDE
520 JOHN CARLYLE ST #441 ....... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $460,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .................................. OLD TOWN
415 GIBBON ST ............................ 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $459,900 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 ................................ OLD TOWN
716 NORFOLK LN #69 ................. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $450,000 ... Townhouse .............................. OLD TOWN GREENS
612 COLUMBUS ST S #11 ........... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $450,000 ... Townhouse ......................... WASHINGTON SQUARE
2413 CAMERON MILLS RD .......... 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $450,000 ... Detached ....... 0.07 .............................DAVIS TRACT
520 JOHN CARLYLE ST #343 ....... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $448,750 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .................................. OLD TOWN
4 ANCELL ST ................................. 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $440,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ................... WARWICK VILLAGE
2308 EARLY ST N ......................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $440,000 ... Detached ....... 0.18 ....................................BRADLEE
413A DEL RAY AVE E .................... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $427,000 ... Duplex .......... 0.07 ..................................... DEL RAY
6033 RIDDLE WALK ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $423,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ................... QUANTRELL MEWS
5150 WOODMIRE LN ................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $420,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ........................ SEMINARY PARK
24 ANCELL ST ............................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $420,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ................... WARWICK VILLAGE
309 HOLLAND LN #319 ............... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $407,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ........................... THE ROYALTON
224 TAYLOR RUN PKWY W .......... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $405,500 ... Duplex .......... 0.07 ..............................TAYLOR RUN
17 GROVES AVE ............................ 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $405,000 ... Semi-Detached0.06 .................................... DEL RAY
3816 KING ST #294 ..................... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $387,000 ... Townhouse ........................... FAIRLINGTON TOWNE
3837 JAY AVE #210 ...................... 3 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $385,000 ... Townhouse ........................... FAIRLINGTON TOWNE
3740 JASON AVE #82 .................. 3 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $380,000 ... Townhouse ........................... FAIRLINGTON TOWNE
2803 RIDGE ROAD DR ................. 3 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $380,000 ... Detached ....... 0.15 ............... BRADDOCK HEIGHTS
3756 KELLER AVE #135 ............... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $369,000 ... Townhouse ........................... FAIRLINGTON TOWNE
3726 KING ST #14 ....................... 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $357,000 ... Townhouse ........................... FAIRLINGTON TOWNE
3 MOUNT IDA AVE ....................... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $345,000 ... Detached ....... 0.03 ..................................... DEL RAY
3101 HAMPTON DR #1417 ......... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $340,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors .............. NORTHAMPTON PLACE
1211 PITT ST N #2C .................... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $340,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .............................. CANAL PLACE
218 PATRICK ST ............................ 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $330,000 ... Duplex .......... 0.05 ................................ OLD TOWN
216 PATRICK ST ............................ 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $330,000 ... Duplex .......... 0.05 ................................ OLD TOWN
4432 VENABLE AVE ...................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $325,000 ... Detached ....... 0.16 ................................. TARLETON
200 PICKETT ST N #1607 ............ 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $325,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors .................................. HALLMARK
3559 MARTHA CUSTIS DR#905-35 . 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $320,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors . 0.02 ............................. PARKFAIRFAX
505 BRADDOCK RD E #306 ......... 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $320,000 ... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors .............................. COLECROFT
1514 MOUNT EAGLE PL #955 ..... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $320,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ............................... PARKFAIRFAX
309 YOAKUM PKWY #1715 ......... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $315,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ....... WATERGATE AT LANDMARK
416 ALEXANDRIA AVE .................. 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $299,900 ... Detached ....... 0.15 .................................. BRENTON
520 JOHN CARLYLE ST #313 ....... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $285,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .................................. OLD TOWN
5 CLIFFORD AVE ........................... 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $280,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ..................... WAVERLY TAYLOR
4852 EISENHOWER AVE #334 .... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $280,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .......... EXCHANGE AT VAN DORN
2500 VAN DORN ST N #1001 ...... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $272,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ................................. PARK PLACE
4870 EISENHOWER AVE #302 .... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $265,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .......... EXCHANGE AT VAN DORN
1734 ABINGDON DR W #201 ...... 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $265,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ........... POTOWMACK CROSSING
1425 MARTHA CUSTIS DR ........... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $255,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ............................... PARKFAIRFAX
3380 MARTHA CUSTIS DR#207 .. 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $255,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ............................... PARKFAIRFAX
307 YOAKUM PKWY #725 ........... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $250,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ....... WATERGATE AT LANDMARK
3102 MONTROSE AVE .................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $245,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ................................. LYNHAVEN
301 REYNOLDS ST #203 ............. 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $225,000 ... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ....................................... LOFTS
6101 EDSALL RD #510 ................ 1 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $210,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ................. ALEXANDRIA KNOLLS
4561 STRUTFIELD LN #3407 ...... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $198,500 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ........ PALAZZO AT PARK CENTER
307 YOAKUM PKWY #1418 ......... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $190,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ....... WATERGATE AT LANDMARK
3015 MANNING ST ....................... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $185,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ..................... WAVERLY TAYLOR
4 VAN DORN ST S #204 ............... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $182,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .............................. TWENTY-ONE
2500 VAN DORN ST N #722 ........ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $172,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ................................. PARK PLACE
104 REED AVE .............................. 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $169,900 ... Detached ....... 0.06 ............................... BEAUMONT
6300 STEVENSON AVE #1005 ..... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $165,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors .......... SENTINEL OF LANDMARK
20 AUBURN CT #20A ................... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $158,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ....................... AUBURN VILLAGE
710 FOUR MILE RD ...................... 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $130,000 ... Duplex .......... 0.07 ........................... BEVERLY PARK
5931 QUANTRELL AVE #103 ....... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $130,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ................ MAYFLOWER SQUARE
501 ARMISTEAD ST N #201 ........ 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $123,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ........................ SAXONY SQUARE
431 ARMISTEAD ST #408 ............ 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $117,000 ... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors .......................... THE SEASONS
401 ARMISTEAD ST N #206 ........ 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $112,900 ... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors .......................... THE SEASONS
479 ARMISTEAD ST N #303 ........ 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $111,300 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ........................ SAXONY SQUARE
5801 QUANTRELL AVE #505 ....... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $106,000 ... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors .......................... THE SEASONS
401 ARMISTEAD ST N #409 ........ 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ....... $83,000 ... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors .......................... THE SEASONS
431 ARMISTEAD N #T-1 .............. 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ....... $80,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ..................................... SEASONS
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ther representatives of Fort Belvoir
or the City of Alexandria with
them or their civic associations.
The only community meeting to
explain the future development of
the 16-acre Mark Center site was
held Dec. 4, 2008 at Ramsey El-
ementary School, immediately
adjacent to the Ford Nature Cen-
ter.

During that meeting Col. Mark
Moffatt, deputy installation com-
mander for BRAC, Fort Belvoir,
representatives of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and Duke Re-
alty, outlined the various facets of
the development including plans
to address transportation concerns
envisioned with the influx of 6,400
personnel. Those workers must be
in place by Sept. 15, 2011, accord-
ing to BRAC law.

As the last element of the Ft.
Belvoir BRAC relocation plan, the
Mark Center was officially chosen
by the U.S. Department of Defense
on Sept. 29, 2008. It won out over
the Victory Center on Eisenhower
Avenue and the GSA Warehouses
in Springfield to become the new
home of the collective agencies
that comprise Washington Head-

quarters Services.
During that meeting, James

Turkel, Corps of Engineers, told
the audience, the Mark Center site
was chosen because, “It was our
conclusion that the Mark Center
site provided the best value.” It
was that statement that triggered
skepticism then and again last
Wednesday night as both the Dec.
4 audience and attendees at this
meeting echoed, “Best value for
whom?”

SINCE THE DEC. 4 MEETING,
a group known as the West End
Task Force On BRAC 133 chaired
by area resident, Dave Dexter, has
been studying the issues they see
as paramount to successfully
blending Washington Headquar-
ters Services with the surrounding
communities. On Jan. 9 the Task
Force sent a detailed letter to Al-
exandria Mayor and City Council;
Donald Carr, public information,
Fort Belvoir, and Nancy Miahira,
Duke Realty.

That letter addressed the issues
of traffic, public safety, pedestrian
safety, environmental concerns,
architectural design, parking, fi-
nancial issues, construction man-

agement, and other development
impacts on the West End, prima-
rily the areas in and around the
Mark Center site. It was a prime
element of discussion at Wednes-
day night gathering.

“We have people throughout the
area that are deeply concerned.
This is an area wide problem. It
was really a disappointment to
hear that the elected leaders of this
city had supported this site,” Dex-
ter said.

He read a letter sent from the
City to the Army in the summer of
2008 stating that the city was sup-
porting the approval of either the
Victory Center or Mark Center for
the relocation of BRAC 133.
“There was no contact by the city
with the residents of this area be-
fore that letter was sent,” Dexter
said.

DEXTER ALSO MADE the re-
quest to Vice Mayor Redella “Del”
Pepper, and Councilmen Paul
Smedberg and Justin Wilson, who
were attending the meeting, that
the Task Force be “invited to any
and all future meetings between
the City, the Army, and Duke Re-
alty on the Mark Center site.”

From Page 9

West End Faces BRAC Consequences

For full text of story, see the
Alexandria Gazette Packet at
www.connectionnewspapers.com
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ALEXANDRIA Pastry Shop & Cafe........703-578-4144
ALEXANDRIA PHOTO & DIGITAL.............703-379-6206
ATLANTIS PIZZA.................................703-671-0250
B & C JEWELERS ................................703-379-6010
BANNERS HALLMARK..........................703-820-4449
BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO ......................... 703-820-8820
BLUE RIBBON DRY CLEANING..............703-998-5118
BRADLEE BARBER SHOP ...................... 703-998-9830
BRADLEE DENTAL CARE.......................703-820-2273
BRADLEE FLORIST...............................703-379-6166

BRADLEE SHOE REPAIR........................703-931-9210
CAPITAL BAGEL BAKERY.......................703-379-6462
CHEVY CHASE BANK...........................703-998-6502
CHICKEN OUT...................................703-998-8802
DRESS BARN......................................703-379-4462
FOOT SOLUTIONS..............................703-931-3668
FOXY NAILS.......................................703-824-9292
GNC................................................703-578-4122
GIANT..............................................703-845-0851
GOLDEN DRAGON.............................703-575-8079
HAIR CUTTERY...................................703-998-9387
HARDWOOD ARTISANS.......................703-379-7299
KING STREET BACK & NECK................703-578-1900
KYOTO JAPANESE RESTAURANT.............703-379-8060
MIXERS’S ICE CREAM...........................703-671-4799
MCDONALD’S...................................703-379-0441
National Art & Framing...................703-998-5888
PALM BEACH TAN...........................1-800-725-6826
Potomac Paint & Design Center.....703-379-5800
PRO FEED.........................................703-820-3888
RITE AID...........................................703-931-7095
ROBCYNS..........................................703-379-7800
STARBUCKS........................................703-845-9563
SUBWAY............................................703-931-3700
SUNTRUST BANK...............................703-838-3280
TC UNISEX SALON.............................703-379-6397
U.S. POSTAL SERVICE......................1-800-275-8777
UNWINED.........................................703-820-8600
VIRGINIA ABC...................................703-845-6374
VIRGINIA VACUUMS...........................703-931-6100
WACHOVIA BANK..............................703-671-7523
WASHINGTON SPORTS CLUB...............703-933-3777

Everything You Need...in one
               Convenient Place.

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

An Old-Fashioned
Barber Shop...

• Open 7 days a week
• 7 Barbers at your

service
• Specializing in

children’s haircuts
and flat tops

3638 King Street, Bradlee Center, Alexandria
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-6:00, Sat 8:00-5:00, Sun. 11:00-4:00

Bradlee Barber Shop
703-998-9830

Seminary Valley
Our family did not get too close to Inau-

gural activities. Our initial plans to spend
the night at Pat’s office downtown were
derailed when the office building an-
nounced plans to turn off the heat and lock
the bathrooms! Daughter Katie probably got
the closest; she worked for neighbor
Stephanie Clayton’s catering firm, Federal
City Caterers, at the Root Ball at the Ameri-
can History Museum. Stephanie reported
that business was brisk and very last-
minute. Keep the economy going … have a

Neighborhoods

party and hire a caterer.
Our neighborhood was dealt a blow this

past week with the passing of John Graham,
just down the street from us on Pegram
Street. John, who was only 59, was a staple
at Dowden Terrace Pool, Blessed Sacrament
School and Church and in various neigh-
borhood activities. John is survived by his
wife, Leslie and son Edward, who attends
Gettysburg College.

Upcoming neighborhood events include
the quarterly BSVCA meeting, set for Mon-
day Jan. 26 at 7 p.m. at the Beatley Library.
Three top City officials will speak on local

issues: Vice Mayor Del Pepper, City Man-
ager James Hartmann and Councilman Rob
Krupicka. The Association will also present
its annual budget for 2009 for review and
comment. For more information, contact
President Geoff Goodale at
geoff.goodale@bsvca.net.

It’s hard to believe that in May we will be
electing a new City Council and School Board.
Seminary Valley’s own Kerry Donley, a former
mayor of the City, has thrown his hat into the
ring. Democrats will caucus for city council
choices on Saturday, Jan. 31 and there are
opportunities for early absentee voting. For

more information, go to www.alexdems.org.
For those of you looking to support a lo-

cal cause, I have raffle tickets for a Toyota
Prius. The raffle benefits the Alexandria
Scholarship Fund. Many Seminary Valley
students have gone onto a higher educa-
tion using Scholarship Fund money, which
really is the “last dollar” available to stu-
dents, whether they are going to NOVA or
Harvard. Each raffle ticket is $100 and, as
in last year’s raffle, the number of tickets is
limited. Email me at mamamiaj
ones@gmail.com to get yours!

— Mia Jones
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Steve is back from vacation!
Call now for orders or special requests

703-836-6328
2403 Mount Vernon Avenue in Del Ray

Winter
Specials

$1 per lb off all Steaks
Boneless Pork Chops $5.95 per lb

until Sunday, Jan. 25th

where they cause a great deal
of damage to the historic fabric of
our 18th and 19th century homes.

The residents have never re-
quested designated routes for the
45-foot tour buses driving in the Old
Town, yet the City staff came up
with six routes that the buses are
to use. The citizen’s request to not
use designated routes was ignored.

The City staff has decided to add
additional drop off/parking spaces
on the 100 block of both North and
South Washington Street. So much
for the historic significance of the
George Washington Memorial
Parkway which was the genesis for
the creation of  Alexandria’s Old
and Historic District (the third old-
est historic district in the country).
By making Washington Street a
parking lot the citizen’s desires
were totally ignored.

Our continual requests to curtail
bus idling in Alexandria which
along with the Mirant Plant, air-
craft and other polluting entities
makes our air quality one of the
worst in the country has also been
totally ignored.

Our comments stating that Al-
exandria already has enforcement
authority of its own to legally en-

From Page 11

Letters

force transgressions by the tour
bus fleet without going to the Gen-
eral Assembly in Richmond have
been sat on and essentially ig-
nored. The City staff wants to tem-
porarily let the drivers “do their
thing” on a voluntary basis and
then go to the General Assembly
in three years arm-and-arm with
the tour bus industry to come up
with a set of rules governing tour
bus operations. The city has re-
peatedly claimed that they are not
able to enforce the following items
and that they will have to go to
the General Assembly to do so:

❖ Designating tour bus routes
in the City

❖ The permitting of tour buses
❖ Restricting areas in which the

tour buses can and cannot navi-
gate

❖ Enforcing excessive idling
❖ Establishment of a central

parking facility where all tour
buses must park

❖ Restriction on the number of
tour buses allowed within the City

❖ Prohibit night operation of
tour buses

❖ Only allow touring of the his-
toric areas in smaller buses con-
trolled by the City.

The Virginia State Code 15.2283
(Purposes of Zoning Ordnances)

clearly specifies that local ordi-
nances shall be for the purpose of
promoting the health, safety or gen-
eral welfare of the public and of
further accomplishing the objec-
tives of 15.2-2200. These ordi-
nances should provide for the con-
venience of access, safety, impound-
ing structure failure, congestion and
the protection of the historic areas.
In our opinion these descriptors
essentially give historic localities the
ability to pass local ordinances that
allow all of the items described
above, without going to the Gen-
eral Assembly for approval. State
Code 46.2-1305 also adds credibil-
ity to our proposition. Despite be-
ing one of the 40-plus states in
which the Dillon Rule is observed,
we believe that invoking it on ev-
ery local ruling is not what our Vir-
ginia legislators desire or expect.

The next tour bus forum for the
public will be conducted by the
City staff at Lyles Crouch School
on the Jan. 26 at 7 p.m. If you live
in Old Town please come to the
meeting to protect your turf. Oth-
erwise, we will again be trod upon
by the bureaucrats. Most of them
don’t even live here.

Townsend A. “Van” Van
Fleet

Alexandria
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Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Highlight Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

300 N Washington Street, Suite 106,
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.683.0777 | www.ftalexandria.com

FIRST
SESSION

FREE

Obituaries

John Walker
Gray, Jr.

John (Jack) Walker Gray, Jr. of
Alexandria died on Jan. 14, 2009
at the age of 78 after a brief ill-
ness. He was born in Atlanta, Ga.
and spent his childhood in New-
port News, VA. He was the son of
John Walker Gray and Nellie
Sears.

He received his bachelor of sci-
ence in business administration
from Virginia Polytechnic Institute
in 1952. That same year he mar-
ried Nancy Valentine Lumpkin of
Newport News, Va., and served
two years in the United States Air
Force. He earned his bachelor of
laws from the University of Vir-
ginia in 1957, where he was a
member of the Law Review. They
settled in Alexandria in 1957
where they raised their three sons.

He practiced law in Washington,
D.C. with the firm Covington and
Burling before moving to the law
department of Norfolk and West-
ern Railroad. He spent 35 years in
the Bell System, initially with C &
P Telephone Company and later as
corporate vice president of Federal
Governmental Relations at Ameri-
can Telephone & Telegraph
(AT&T). He served on the Board
of Trustees of INOVA Health Sys-

tem for 18 years, including chair-
man of Mt. Vernon Hospital.  He
served on the advisory boards of
the Salvation Army in Alexandria
and the Pamplin School of Busi-
ness at Virginia Tech.  He was a
member of Rotary International,
Belle Haven Country Club, and the
Metropolitan Club of Washington,
D.C. He was a member of St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church where he
served on the Vestry.

He was a kind and thoughtful
person who always brought out
the best in those around him. He
was well respected by his col-
leagues and had many friends. He
was always happiest with his fam-
ily and friends at his “county
house” in Lottsburg, Va. He had a
deep faith in God.

He is survived by his wife of 56
years, Nancy L. Gray, three sons
and daughters-in-law, John W.
Gray III and Kimberley of
Redmond, Wash.; Burton S. Gray
and Donna of Springfield, Va.;
David B. Gray and Phyllis of Alex-
andria, Va. and four grandchildren
who knew him as PawPaw.  He is
also survived by his brother and
sister-in-law, Dr. and Mrs. F. Brad-
ley Gray of Irvington, Va.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the Alexandria
Rotary Foundation, P.O. Box
230666, Alexandria, VA 22320 or

The Salvation Army of Alexandria,
P.O. Box 2245, Alexandria, VA
22301. Demaine Funeral Home in
Old Town Alexandria is handling
the arrangements.

See Obituaries,  Page 32

Charles Craig
Charles H. Craig, husband of

Fariss Craig, father of Michael
Craig and Nancy Craig Blackburn,
all of Alexandria, and grandfather
of Craig Blackburn of Alexandria
and Blanton Shauinger of Port-
land, Ore., died at his home Jan.
13, 2009 after suffering cardiac
arrest. He was 90 years old.

Mr. Craig was born in Corning,
New York on June 21, 1918 and
graduated from Syracuse Univer-
sity. Upon graduation he joined
IBM in Boston as an IBM salesman.
On Dec. 20, 1941, shortly after the
attack on Pearl Harbor, he enlisted
as an aviation cadet and began
pilot training in January 1942 at
Maxwell Field Army Air Corps
Field in Montgomery, Ala. He
earned his pilot wings, as both a
twin and four-engine pilot, and his
2nd Lieutenant commission in
January 1943. In October 1943,
Lt. Craig married Miss Fariss
Fraser of Montgomery. After serv-
ing four years in the Army Air
Corps, he was discharged as an
Army Air Corps captain/pilot in
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Short bio:
Born in New York City; mMarried; at-

tended Queensborough Community College
in New York, American University in Wash-
ington, D.C. and took interior design
courses at The Corcoran Institute in
Georgetown; owned a technology training
company in Rosslyn, Va. for seven years and
was a federal government contractor before
opening Verdigris in 2003.

Why did you choose this particular
business?

I have always been a creative person. I
love history and working with people. I am
fascinated by how objects can affect our
emotions in the way that antiques and other
items from the past do. I also believe that
selling vintage and antique goods is the ul-
timate in recycling. This is how I do my part!

Why did you choose to work for
yourself rather than as an em-
ployee for someone else?

I left home at 18 because my parents
could not afford to send me to college. I
have worked successfully for a number of
companies, but I also come from an entre-
preneurial family. There are seven of us, and
four of us are self employed. It is certainly
scary to go out on your own, but there is
great pleasure in knowing that you are
making your own way. Being your own boss

makes you responsible for your own suc-
cess or failure, and that’s a great motivator.
Having all the responsibility is never easy,
but it can be very rewarding, and not just
financially.

What have you learned from being
in business?

Honesty and integrity are the most valu-
able assets you can offer your customers.
They will never fail you.

Share an anecdote of a challenging
or humorous experience.

This experience was not challenging or
humorous, but it is a good example of why
I love what I do. I have a wonderful cus-
tomer who bought a painting from me be-
cause it reminded her of her young son who
died while helping victims of Katrina in New
Orleans. It was so touching to know that
something in my store gave her comfort
from such a terrible loss. It’s experiences
like this that make my business such a joy

for me.

What have been the advantages
and/or disadvantages of operating
a business in Alexandria?

Because of its historic designation, Old
Town, Alexandria draws a large number of
visitors year round. That’s good because you
know your business will always get regular
foot traffic, especially if you’re on King
Street. The disadvantage seems to come
from how the City government interacts
with small business. In my opinion, the
people who represent the City rarely include
the small business community in its deci-
sion-making process when it comes to de-
cisions that will affect us. I, and many of
my business colleagues, feel like the City
doesn’t really care about what we have to
say. It makes you wonder whether they un-
derstand that small business is the lifeblood
of our community and that it takes more
than historic architecture and a waterfront
to make a town successful. Small business
is a vital part of Alexandria, and we just
want to know that the City recognizes that
and respects our input.

Key staff:
Michele Flynn, Sandi Conklyn (weekend

sales staff)

Description of services and/or

Inside Verdigris Antiques & Interiors
Verdigris
Business name: Verdigris Antiques & Interiors
Address: 1215 King Street
Years at this address: 3
Years in business: 5
Telephone: 703-505-9970
E-mail address: verdi1215@aol.com
Web site: http://verdigris.bondandbowery.com
Owner: Ursula Baukol

Keeping Shop

Ursula Baukol, owner of Verdi-
gris, believes that selling vintage
and antique goods is the ultimate
in recycling. “This is how I do my
part!” she says with a smile.
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products:
Verdigris offers an eclectic and interest-

ing mix of antique and vintage decorative
arts and merchandise from around the
world. We offer furniture, lighting, china,
art, books and even vintage clothing.  Our
merchandise changes often so you never
know what unique or unusual item you
might find. Some of our current offerings
include a late 19th century gilded French
parlor sofa, a set of three 1970s aluminum
“Fly” barstools salvaged from an airport
lounge, and a life-size antique French bull-
dog bobblehead toy. In addition to merchan-
dise, we offer decorative consulting and
home styling/staging services. We can help
you decorate your house from scratch,
freshen it up, or get it ready for selling.

Keeping Shop is a regular feature of the Gazette Packet. To qualify, retail
shops should be locally owned or operated; new, expanding, celebrating a
significant anniversary or doing something otherwise newsworthy. To
nominate a business, contact Nina Tisara, ninat@tisaraphoto.com.

Note
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Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Los Compas DE EL Paso, Inc trading as El 
Paso Mexican Restaurant, 8746 Cooper Rd, 
Alexandria, VA 22309. The above establishment 
is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL for a 
Beer, Wine, Mixed Beverages on Premises 
license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Jose Lopez, President 

Alexandria Board of Architectural Review
Old & Historic Alexandria District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

====================================
=========================
A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria 
Board of Architectural
Review on WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2009 
beginning at 7:30 PM in Council Chambers, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia on the following 
applications:

The Board will hold a work session on the 
Gadsby's Tavern Ice Well project immediately 
following the adjournment of the Regular Public 
Meeting in theCity Council Work room.

CASE BAR2008-0192
Request for approval of alterations at 408 Duke 
St, zoned RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Nels Nordquist

CASE BAR2008-0245
Request for approval of demolition/
encapsulation at 408 N. Union St, zoned
RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Elizabeth Reno & Roy Wuchitech

CASE BAR2008-0168
Request for approval of alterations at 408 N. 
Union St, zoned RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Elizabeth Reno & Roy Wuchitech

CASE BAR2008-0242
Request for approval of alterations at 713 S. Pitt 
St, zoned RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Virginia Magestic for Bob and 
Rebecca Sutton

CASE BAR2008-0250
Request for approval of after-the-fact alterations 
at 329 N. Washington St, zoned RM 
Residential.
APPLICANT: Leah Fried Sedwick

CASE BAR2009-0003
Request for approval of alterations at 507 S. 
Saint Asaph St, zoned RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Christopher Fox

Information about the above item(s) may be 
obtained from the Department of
Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 838-4666

Obituary 

Uwe K. Hinz, 80, of Colonial Beach, died Sat. 
Jan. 17, 2009 in Fredericksburg, Va.

Uwe was born on November 13, 1928 in Neu-
munster, Germany and immigrated to the United 
States with his family in 1930, Raised in the Chi-
cago, Illinois suburbs where he attended school 
and served in the U.S. Navy in World War II 
from 1946 to 1948. After attending college, he 
spent five years in Madison, Wisconsin and fi-
nally moved to Northern Virginia in 1965 where 
he joined the Structural Steel Fabricating Com-
pany of Southern Iron Works as an Assistant 
Engineer and Erection Superintendent. His ca-
reer included the design and construction of 
buildings throughout the area. He also served in 
the Code Enforcement division of the City of 
Alexandria for twenty years, the last five as their 
Building Official. Since his retirement from the 
city in 1989, he practiced his profession as a 
professional engineer from his home in Colonial 
Beach. While living in Colonial Beach he was 
active in local politics and served on their Plan-
ning Commission, Board of Zoning Appeals and 
as a member of the Town Council for four years. 
He is survived by his loving wife, Mary Hinz; his 
children, Jeremy Hinz of Asheville, N.C., Antho-
ny Hinz of Alexandria, Va., Jane Kallander of 
Madison, Wisconsin and Sally Malloy of Hern-
don, Va. A gathering of family and friends will 
take place 11 a.m.Thurs. Jan. 22, 2009 at Nash 
& Slaw Funeral Home, 131 Third St., Colonial 
Beach, Va. 22443. Online guest book available 
at www.NashandSlawFH.com

Public Hearing will be held by the City Council 
of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council 
Chambers, City Hall, City of Alexandria, Virgin-
ia, on Saturday, January 24, 2009, at 9:30 a.m., 
or as soon thereafter as may be heard on the 
hereinafter described items.

******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Sec-
tion 4-1202 (PERMITTED USES), under Sec-
tion 4-1200 (I/INDUSTRIAL ZONE), of Article IV 
(COMMERCIAL, OFFICE AND INDUSTRIAL 
ZONES) of the City of Alexandria Zoning Ordi-
nance, to allow public recycling centers as a 
permitted use on land zoned I/Industrial (TA No. 
2008-0008).

The proposed ordinance accomplishes the final 
adoption Text Amendment No. 2008-0008 to al-
low a public recycling center on land in the in-
dustrial zone as a permitted zone.

******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Title 9 
(Licensing and Regulation) of the Code of the 
City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended 
by adding thereto a new Chapter 14 (Unsolicited 
Newspaper Deliveries).

The proposed ordinance would establish a “do 
not deliver” list, analogous to the “do not call list” 
applicable to telemarketing, and permit resi-
dents of the City to list their property address 
with the City’s Office of Citizen Assistance. The 
delivery of unsolicited newspapers to premises 
included on the list would be prohibited. Deliv-
ery by mail, by handing directly to the recipient 
in person, and by placing in a newspaper box 
provided by the recipient would not be subject to 
the prohibition. The list would be updated and 
published quarterly. A request for inclusion on 
the list would be valid for a two-year period, un-
less the request is cancelled sooner. The listing 
would apply to all unsolicited newspapers, with-
out regard to content, subject matter or view-
point. The proposed ordinance also prohibits 
depositing an unsolicited newspaper in the pub-
lic right-of-way immediately adjacent to a listed 
premises. Publishers and distributors would be 
required to remove offending newspapers from 
public or private property. Violation of the new 
regulations would be a class five civil violation, 
punishable with a $25 fine for the first infrac-
tion, $50 for the second infraction and $100 for 
the third and subsequent infractions within one 
year at a listed address. A fee of $5.00 is pro-
posed for listing, and $25.00 for a copy of the 
list, and transactions must be available on-line. 
Information on the list will be subject to the 
Freedom of Information Act.

******

Public Hearing on Phase I Environmental 
Action Plan for the Eco-City Alexandria Project.

******

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMEND-
MENTS OR ADDITIONS MAY BE MADE TO 
PROPOSED ORDINANCES WITHOUT FUR-
THER PUBLICATION. IT IS RECOMMENDED 
THAT PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF 
THESE ORDINANCES OBTAIN FREE FULL-
TEXT COPIES FROM THE CITY CLERK AT 
CITY HALL. JACKIE M. HENDERSON, CMC, 
CITY CLERK

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING COMMISSION
FEBRUARY - 2009

====================================
=========================

The items described below will be heard by the 
Planning Commission and the City Council on 
the following dates. NOTICE: Some of the 
items listed below may be placed on a consent 
calendar. A consent item will be approved at 
the beginning of the meeting without discussion 
unless someone asks that it be taken off the 
consent calendar and considered separately. 
The Planning Commission reserves the right to 
recess and continue the public hearing to a fu-
ture date. For further information call the De-
partment of Planning and Zoning on 838-4666.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING COMMISSION
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2009

7:30 PM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21 , 2009

9:30 AM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

THE PLANNING COMMISSION WILL HOLD A 
WORK SESSION ON FEBRUARY 3, 2009 AT 
6:00 PM IN CITY HALL TO DISCUSS THE 
GREEN BUILDING POLICY RECOMMENDA-
TIONS

UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND ITEMS 
PREVIOUSLY DEFERRED:

[The public hearing for this item is closed.]
MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT #2008-0008
LANDMARK/VAN DORN SMALL AREA PLAN
LANDMARK/VAN DORN CORRIDOR PLAN 

Consideration of a request for a revision of, sup-
plement to, and an amendment of the
Landmark/Van Dorn Small Area Plan to include 
the Landmark/Van Dorn Corridor Plan.

DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
#2006-0018(A)
COORDINATED SIGN PROGRAM SUP #2008-
0089(B)
2001 MAIN STREET AND 2301 MAIN STREET
POTOMAC YARD - LANDBAYS I AND J 
Consideration of a request for a development 
special use permit, with site plan, for a

residential development, temporary sales trailer, 
and a temporary coordinated sign program with-
in Potomac Yard; zoned CDD-10/Coordinated 
Development District.
Applicant: Potomac Yard Development, LLC by 
Duncan Blair, attorney

STREET NAME CASE #2009-0001
POTOMAC YARD 
Consideration of a request for new street names 
in Potomac Yard.
Staff: Department of Planning and Zoning

CDD CONCEPT PLAN #2008-0004 
CDD #10 AMENDMENTS- POTOMAC YARD
LANDBAYS E AND K
Potomac Yard is generally bordered by the 
Arlington County line to the north, Jefferson
Davis Hwy to the east, George Washington 
Parkway to the west and Braddock Road
to the south. Consideration of request to amend 
the conditions of CDD #10 to permit
alterations to Landbay E consistent with the 
Four Mile Run Master Plan and to revise 
the timing and construction for the pedestrian 
bridge in response to the Metro Feasibility Task 
Force studies; zoned CDD-10/Coordinated 
Development District
Applicant: Potomac Yard Development, LLC by 
M. Catharine Puskar, attorney

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2008-0082
1 GROVES AVENUE
HOME DAY CARE
Consideration of a request to operate a home 
child day care; zoned R2-5/Single-Family.
Applicant: Heather Christiani

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2008-0086
610 MONTGOMERY STREET
RESTAURANT
Consideration of a request for an amendment to 
allow delivery at an existing restaurant; 
zoned CDX/Commercial Downtown (Old Town). 
Applicant: Richard Smith

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2008-0088
1101 QUEEN STREET
SMILE MARKET
Consideration of a request to allow food service 
and seating in an existing grocery store
and request for a parking reduction; zoned 
CL/Commercial Low.

Applicant: Asegdech Kelecha

SUBDIVISION #2008-0005
1401-1405 KING STREET
Consideration of a request for a subdivision to 

adjust the lot lines for the subject properties; 
zoned CD/Commercial Downtown.
Applicant: 1401 King Street Associates, LP

DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
#2008-0020
4001 EISENHOWER AVENUE
CAMERON RUN REGIONAL PARK 
Consideration of a request for a development 
special use permit, with site plan, to install
and operate a group picnic shelter; zoned 

POS/Parks and Open Space. Applicant:
Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority

Obituary

Wanchese, NC

Martha Angela Daughtry Runge, 73,
passed away at her home after a long illness on 
Thursday, January 15, 2009, in Wanchese, NC, 
with her family at her side.

Born February 3, 1935, in Raleigh, NC, she 
was the daughter of James Hallie Daughtry of 
Clinton, NC, and Angerola Melson Daughtry of 
Wanchese. She grew up in Kenansville, NC, 
and after graduating from high school, she at-
tended Indiana University and George Washing-
ton University.

She lived most of her adult life in Alexandria, 
VA. She was a distinguished researcher and 
the financial administrator at George Washing-
ton University for 35 years. After her retirement, 
she and her husband moved to Wanchese, her 
ancestral home. She was a member of Betha-
ny Methodist Church (where she was christened 
as an infant), the Dare County Shrinettes and 
the Daughters of the American Revolution, hav-
ing served as Regent of the John Alexander 
Chapter in Alexandria, VA, and as a Museum 
Docent at the DAR Headquarters in Washing-
ton, D.C.

She was an accomplished pianist in her youth 
and had a lifelong love of classical 
music. She was passionate about her ancestral 
genealogy, gardening, cooking, and renovating 
her home. She was an enthusiastic traveler, 
traveling throughout the United States, Canada, 
Europe, the Middle East and the Far East. She 
adored and cherished her children, grandchil-
dren and her entire family.

She was predeceased by her husband Deane 
Runge in 2002, her parents, James Hallie 
Daughtry in 1959 and Angerola Melson Daugh-
try in 2001, and her brother, Samuel E. Daugh-
try, in 1978.

She is survived by her two sons: James Phillip 
Alan Bentz, his wife, Lynn, and their children, 

Haley and Matthew of Lexington Park, MD, and 
David Melson Bentz, his wife, Laura, and their 
children, David and Jessica of Virginia Beach, 
VA. She is also survived by one brother and 
two sisters: James Ventress Daughtry of St. 
Leonard, MD, Johnnie Daughtry Koromilas of 
Dover, NH, and Mary Hallie Daughtry and her 
husband, Stephen Tibbetts of Brunswick, ME.
She is also survived by four nieces, six neph-
ews, nineteen grand nieces and nephews and 
two aunts, Willa D. Granacher and Louise D. 
Klee of Clinton, NC.

The funeral will be at 2:00 pm on Thursday, 
January 22, 2009 at the Bethany Methodist 
Church, Wanchese, NC, with the Rev. Bill 
Cottingham officiating.

Friends may view from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm
directly before the service at Bethany Methodist 
Church.

The graveside service and interment will be at 
the Clinton, NC, Cemetery at 3:00 pm on
Friday, 
January 23, 2009 with the Rev. Cottingham offi-
ciating.

There will be a viewing at 2:00 pm at the 
graveside.

Arrangements are by Twiford Funeral Home, 
Manteo, NC.

Memorials in her name may be made to Betha-
ny Methodist Church of Wanchese, NC, or the 
American Cancer Society.

Legal Notices
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News

Politics of Asphalt
spite persistent complaints about
noise and odors.

Now — three years later — four
incumbent members who voted
for extending that permit will be
up for reelection. Although much
of the original passion has sub-
sided, many West End residents
say they have lingering resent-
ments about how the Virginia Pav-
ing issue was resolved in a con-
troversial four-to-three vote.

“There are still a number of
people who still remember what
happened and are still upset about
it,” said Ingrid Sanden, president
of the Cameron Station Civic As-
sociation. “Actions have conse-
quences, and we have seen what
had happened since the Virginia
Paving decision.”

Since the 2006 vote doubling
the hours of operations at Virginia
Paving, Norfolk Southern trans-
formed a plot of land near the as-
phalt plant into a facility that loads
liquid ethanol from rail cars to
tanker trucks. Then the Virginia
Department of Environmental
Quality fined Virginia Paving
$74,000 for submitting incorrect
data, exceeding emissions limita-
tions and installing equipment
without the necessary permits.
Now, with the City Council elec-
tion fast approaching, West End
issues could become an important
part of the debate.

“Now is the time for the candi-
dates to take a stand on redevel-
oping the West End,” said Mindy
Lyle, a member of the civic asso-
ciation board who has lived in
Cameron Station since 2000. “We
need to get the industrial land-use
in this area under control.”

BACK IN 1960, the City Council

received the first application for a
special-use permit for an asphalt
plant at the West End site. At that
time, the council granted approval
on the condition that the plants
meet several conditions, one of
which was a limitation that the
plant operate in daylight hours.
Over the years, the plant began
operating during nighttime hours
in violation of the permit. But it
was only after a 2004 letter from
an assistant city attorney pointing
out 22 specific violations that
neighbors began clamoring for the
City Council to take action. In
2006, Councilman Tim Lovain pre-
sented a plan for extending hours
at the plant that was eventually
adopted by the council.

Lovain’s plan included 78 new
conditions he said would place
tight restrictions on how the plant
could operate and a sunset provi-
sion that supporters said would
allow time to change the zoning
in the area. Those who voted for
Lovain’s plan were Mayor Bill
Euille, Councilman Rob Krupicka,
Councilman Paul Smedberg and
Lovain himself. Those who op-
posed the measure were Vice
Mayor Andrew Macdonald, Coun-
cilwoman Del Pepper and Coun-
cilman Ludwig Gaines. Since that
time Macdonald resigned his seat
and Gaines announced that he
would not run for reelection.

Democratic Debate
The seven candidates vying for the six

Democratic nominations to the Alexan-
dria City Council will take part in a
debate Jan. 22 at 7 p.m. at Hammond
Middle School on Seminary Road. The
event will include Kerry Donley, Rob
Krupicka, Tim Lovain, Del Pepper, Paul
Smedberg, Boyd Walker and Justin Wil-
son. It will be the only debate before the
Jan. 31 caucus at Minnie Howard Ninth
Grade Center.

For full text of
story, see the

Alexandria Gazette Packet at
www.connectionnewspapers.com

More Online
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Sports

Soccer Tryouts
The Lee-Mt. Vernon Soccer Association (LMVSA) Patri-

ots, a boys U-10 NCSL team, is looking for talented and
motivated players, born after Aug. 1, 1998, who are seri-
ous about playing competitive travel soccer.ºThe team of-
fers a year-round training program in a competitive, edu-
cational and fun environment.ºIf interested, drop by one
of the training sessions on Jan. 28, Feb. 4 or Feb. 11 from
6 - 7:30 p.m. at Bucknell Elementary School, located at
6925 University Drive, Alexandria. Contact Coach Karl
Rosenberg at krosenberg@extron.com for more details.

Former Alexandria Star
To Play in Super Bowl

Former Episcopal High School running back Tim
Hightower helped lead the Arizona Cardinals to the
Super Bowl last weekend. Hightower had just 33 yards
in the Cardinals’ 32-25 NFC Championship game vic-
tory over the Philadelphia Eagles last Sunday, but played
a pivotal role the week prior in the NFC divisional round,
picking up 76 yards in a 33-13 pounding of the Caro-
lina Panthers.

Hightower, a Waldorf, Md. native, starred for Episcopal
between 2000 and 2003 before a successful career at Rich-
mond, where as a two-year starter, he set school records
with 4,448 all-purpose yards and 39 touchdowns. While
with the Maroon, Hightower earned All-State honors as a
junior and senior and was named team MVP and first-team
All-I.A.C those two seasons. He also served as team cap-
tain. In addition to football, Hightower starred on the bas-
ketball and track teams and was a four-time honor roll
student. He also served as chairman of the Spectrum Club,
a diversity organization, during his final two years of high
school.

Sports Briefs

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette Packet

S
t. Stephen’s/St. Agnes girl’s basket-
ball star Danielle Williams had to
make a decision last Saturday and
she just wasn’t sure what to do. On

an official visit for track and field at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, Williams’ Saints also
had a game against Sidwell Friends taking
place almost simultaneously.

“It was just chaos,” said Williams, who
was averaging more than 21 points per
game heading into the Sidwell game. “I’m

sitting there being like you
gotta make a choice now. I
made the choice right then
and just decided to go.”

After saying a brief hello to
one of the Maryland coaches,
Williams and her mom ran to
the car, sped home on the
Beltway, picked up some
clothes, and finally arrived at
the St. Stephen’s gym.

Williams ended up getting
there at halftime with her
Saints down by double digits.
And despite a valiant come-
back effort the team lost, 54-
38, but even worse, the whole
experience only served as fur-
ther proof to Williams that a
difficult decision looms.

A star for the Saints in the
100- and 200-meter dashes
already, Williams, a senior, has
made a name for herself on the
hardwood this season, averag-
ing close to 20 points per game
and establishing herself as one
of the best players in not only
Alexandria, but the entire
Washington, D.C. area.

It hasn’t made life easy for the reserved
Williams, who must weigh the possibility
of having to give up either basketball or
track once she departs for college some-
where next fall.

“Today I couldn’t even choose,” said Wil-
liams, who in addition to Maryland has re-
ceived interest from Virginia, Florida, and
NC State for track. “All through my high
school career I couldn’t choose between
basketball and track, so I’ve done both. And
now it’s really setting on me that I’m going
to have to choose.”

IT MAY BE DISTRESSING now, but
Williams’s decision has been made difficult
because of how well she has played for the
8-6 Saints, who take on Georgetown Day
Friday night. Alongside junior guard

Brianna Richardson, Williams has gone
from being a solid high school player to a
star thanks to an improved jump shot that
now complements an already lightning
quick first step to the basket.

And her coach thinks more people should
be taking notice as she carries SSSAS
through ISL play this year.

“I think this kid really can play, people
just haven’t seen her,” said Saints coach
Calvin Crenshaw. “Once people get the op-
portunity to see her, they’ll see there’s a dia-
mond in the rough here.”

Against Sidwell, her presence was felt
almost immediately, getting a steal and a
subsequent lay-up on the Saints’ first pos-
session of the second half. After attaining
next to no rhythm before halftime, SSSAS
then proceeded to go on a 12-1 run, cut-

ting a 19-point deficit to
just eight.

“I think just knowing
that they had her there,
the kids got more and
more comfortable with
what they wanted to
do,” said Crenshaw of
Williams, who finished
with six points and four
steals with basically no
warm-up time before
beginning the second
half.

Added her partner in
crime Richardson: “I’m
more of a passer and
when she’s not there, it’s
like where do I go?
When she got here, I
was like ‘OK, we can
pick this up now.’”

THOSE WHO KNOW
her describe Williams as
quiet and shy until she
grows comfortable in a
situation. Then her hu-
mor breaks through.

“Once she gets out of
her shell, she’ll crack jokes all the
time,” said Richardson who takes
Spanish with Williams and also plays
on the same AAU team.

Having scored more than 24 points
five times this season, it appears the
same transformation has taken place
on the court.

But it’s outside the lines that has
Williams worried these days. Since
she’s a strong student, Williams is
hoping to receive an academic schol-
arship, which would be the best-case
scenario being unsure of what sport
she would like to do.

Clearly talented enough, it appears
the choice is once again hers to make.

“Everything about basketball I
love,” she said. “I can’t stop playing.”

St. Stephen’s/St. Agnes senior Danielle Williams is
averaging almost 20 points per game this season, estab-
lishing herself as one of the best girl’s basketball play-
ers in the Washington, D.C. area.

Alexandria’s leading scorer, St. Stephen’s
/St. Agnes senior has created a tough
college choice for herself.

Saints’ Soaring Scoring Star

“It’s really setting on me that I’m
going to have to choose,” said
Williams on her looming decision
as to whether she should pursue
basketball or track in college. She
also stars for St. Stephen’s/St.
Agnes track team in the 100- and
200-meter dash.
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“When she’s not there,
it’s like where do I go?”

— SSSAS point guard
Brianna Richardson
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Immediate Openings. Ideal for
students/others. Customer

Sales/Svc. Flex Schedules.  All
ages 18+. Conditions apply.

Call 703-359-7600

2009 EXPANSION
$17.00 Base-Appt.

RECEPTIONIST
Energetic, PT Recpt. needed for a busy, 4 
doctor AAHA-certified animal hospital. 
Comp pay, flex hours. pd trng and friendly 
staff.   Please   call   703-451-1995 or    send 
resume   to   Springfieldah@aol.com  SHIPPING/RECEIVING CLERK

Handle day-to-day shipping and receiving 
of goods in a busy Alexandria, VA Whse.  
Successful candidate will have 2+ yrs 
of forklift exp., computer skills, be detail-
oriented, able to keep good records, lift 
25-50  lbs.   Valid    driver’s  license  a  plus. 

Fax  resume to 301-983-6631 or 
email to jobs@tmsmove.com.

TELEPHONE RECEPTIONIST/ 
OFFICE HELP

For busy OT Alex Co. Must be prompt, 
hard working, excellent phone manners. 

F/T.   Call:  703-548-1124.

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

EXPERIENCE THE JOYS AND REWARDS

Over 550 independently owned & operated offices worldwide

Quality of life is important to everyone. We help
keep seniors independent. If you like to cook, run
errands, and are a people person we need
Companions and CNAs. We also offer flexible FT
& PT hrs.  We only hire the best.  Visit:

www.BeAComfortKeeper.com

703-591-7117

WE ARE COMFORT KEEPER®

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Train for a career in Criminal Justice at 

Westwood College. Call 888-605-2244 
today to receive your free 

Career Success Kit!  
www.westwood.edu/locations

HAIR STYLIST
Va Licensed & experienced for upscale 
skilled nursing center in Alexandria.
Immediate opening.  one day a week.

Call: 1-800-642-1210

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

LEAD TEACHERS
Now recruiting Lead Teachers for Sept. 2009.  
Seeking degreed individuals with an AA or BS 
& early childhood education exp. for our 
NAEYC accredited early education center.  F/T 
position with competitive salaries & benefits. 
Contact  director   @  703-836-9123  or    email 
resume    stanthonysdayschool@gmail.com or 
fax 703-836-1426

MARKETING REPS

FT/PT needed ASAP.  Great pay,
flexible hours, email resume and 

contact phone number to 
homefixcorporation@gmail.com

to schedule an interview.

MEDICAL OFFICE 
INSURANCE CLERK

Immediate FT opening in busy pediatric 
office in Alexandria, M-F, 10-6.  Please 
call Lee Ann at 703-914-8989, ext 128.

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

P/T RECEPTIONIST
Needed for busy chiropractic physical

therapy practice.  Email resumes to

stw123@cox.net

PRESCHOOL TEACHER
Position Avail. for Full-time Preschool 
teacher at Alexandria Center. Bachelors 
Degree.    At  least   2   years  experience 
required. Competitive Salary & Med 
Benefits. Earned Leave & All Federal 
Holidays Off, Paid Annual Training, 
401K. Fax Resume 703-425-2703 or 
Email Resume: jobs@achildsplaceinc.com 

EOE

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Keedo Children’s Boutique in 

Alexandria for sale.  
Interested individuals please 

call:  703-768-9100

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, photog-
raphy, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid. Call
John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or
email internship@connection
newspapers.com

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Results! Why,
man, I have
gotten a lot 
of results. 

I know several
thousand things
that won't work.

-Thomas A. Edison

From Page 10

Opinion

Partisanship

From Page 27

Obituaries

be redirected to the broadcast.)
Additionally, after three years of lobby-

ing by House Democrats and a variety of
non-partisan groups like the League of
Women Voters, we succeeded in changing
the rules of business to require most votes
in subcommittees to be recorded. This is an
important accountability measure, so citi-
zens can see how legislators voted on is-
sues of concern. Continuing the spirit of
open government, I am again this year mak-
ing my daily calendar available for viewing
at www.davidenglin.org/calendar.

It is my sincere hope that we can put last
week’s political gamesmanship behind us,
ensure the people of the 46th District have
a vote on the House floor, and focus on is-
sues that matter. We face some tough
choices to address the budget shortfall. For
example, Governor Kaine has proposed
some smart moves to reform prison sentenc-
ing in ways that protect public safety while
saving millions of dollars, which I support.
However, he also has proposed cutting $400
million from education and another $400
million from health care. While he is en-
gaged in a good-faith effort to meet core
needs in a variety of areas, I have grave
concerns about taking money from educa-
tion and health care, so I am working with
my colleagues, pouring over the budget,
trying to find other options that balance the
budget while protecting our schools and
access to health care for people who need
it. In addition to the budget, I am working
on several key initiatives. The highlights in-
clude: A bill to protect the health and safety
of workers and customers by banning smok-
ing in restaurants; the Virginia Flood Miti-
gation Infrastructure Bond Act to make
funds available to address our community’s
flood-prevention needs; the Renewable
Energy Job Creation Tax Credit, that will
create new jobs while moving Virginia to-
ward the renewable energy economy of the
future; and, a bill to reinstate the estate tax
— with exemptions for family farms and
small businesses — that will dedicate tens
of millions of dollars to Healthy Families,
the Virginia Preschool Initiative, and the
Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant Program,
so we can invest in the next generation.

December 1945. He and Mrs. Craig re-
turned to Boston where Mr. Craig rejoined
IBM as a salesman. In 1952, Mr. Craig was
promoted to a number of IBM marketing
and staff positions with assignments on the
east coast, including New York City, Miami
and Washington, D.C. He retired in August
1983 after a distinguished 44-year career
in IBM marketing of data processing ma-
chines. Mr. and Mrs. Craig are long time
members of Belle Haven Country Club.
During his career at IBM, Mr. Craig and his
family left Alexandria four times, but they
always returned, establishing new resi-
dences each time.

A memorial service was scheduled to be
held Wednesday, Jan. 21, 2009 at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Alexandria. Interment
will be in Arlington National Cemetery.
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

3 RE for Rent

Alexandria, Furnished 
rec room, priv entrance 
must have refs, full BA, 

dish TV, qn sz bed,
if no answer, 

lv message (name and 
number). 703-768-0454

4 RE for Sale

INVESTOR SPECIAL!
Thosands below market value 

703-439-7144

12 Commercial Lease

EXISTING HAIR/NAIL 
SALON AVAILABLE 

2,800 SF in center with 
Babies R Us. Corner of 

Columbia Pike & 
Leesburg Pike. Contact:

GREG GOLDBERG 
703-698-4034

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

116 Childcare Avail.

Judy’s 
Family Childcare

Childcare with price rate 
fixed. Special needs 
welcome 30 yrs exp. 

State lic. 16 yrs. 
Curriculum based, 

Low turnover/low ratio 
2 teachers w/degrees

Age appr activties
ages 1-4

703-802-1632

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Andy’s Drywall Service
Homes, Additions, Painting

Carpentry, Plastering
Commercial Work

703-534-5505/703-862-7640

DRYWALL DRYWALL

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly
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Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
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Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles
•Repairs •Reroofs
•Flat Roofs
Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

HOUSE
CLEANING
SERVICE

703-433-2023

Exc. Refs., Have Own
Supplies (optional),

Flexible Hours

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

Do what you can, with what you
have, where you are.

-Theodore Roosevelt

From Page 10

Opinion

Focus on Student Achievement

and how we are going to get there. Serious
attention needs to be focused on the unique
needs of our entire student body — the stu-
dents who are not achieving, the students
who require additional resources or ser-
vices, the students who are already achiev-
ing at high levels but who should be reach-
ing even higher, and the changing needs of
our future students. Our long-term strate-
gic plan will serve as our guide in creating
future goals and operating budgets. Please
mark your calendars for Saturday, Feb. 21,

for the strategic planning town hall meet-
ing.

There is a German proverb that says, “The
main thing is keeping the main thing the
main thing.” Our main thing is higher stu-
dent achievement. In ACPS, we do many
things well, and we are a good school divi-
sion, but there is much work to be done.
Every decision and change that we make
and every dollar we spend must lead us to-
ward this goal of higher achievement. With
a laser-like focus, we will become a great
school division, and the possibilities for our
children and our future will be limitless.

By Patsy Ticer

State Senator (D-30)

I
 started my first week’s trek to Rich
mond on Monday, Jan. 12 to attend a
State Water Commission (legislative)
meeting that afternoon. As chairman

of the Senate Agriculture Conservation and
Natural Resources Committee I am a part
of the 15-member commission charged with
the responsibility of creating a state plan
for water supply and quality. In doing so it
will coordinate legislative recom-
mendations from all other state
entities and the water plans of lo-
calities. The meeting was interest-
ing and educational with presenta-
tions by experts on surface and ground
water supply from Department of Environ-
mental Quality, Department of Conservation
and Recreation and the director of Virginia
Water Research Center. After learning a little
bit about the subject it became clear to all
of us that it would take time to come up
with a strategic plan to define and reach a
long-term plan for water supply and qual-
ity for the state.

Tuesday’s events centered on caucus
events and meetings into the evening hours
and the first day of our 2009 short session
(45 days) began at noon on Wednesday the
14th. It was a short meeting prolonged by
procedural debates in the House of Del-
egates which kept us there too long. There
was and continues to be a refusal on the
part of majority Republicans in the House
to seat Charniele Herring who won the seat
for 46th District House of Delegates vacated

by Brian Moran. There was a 16-vote dis-
crepancy between Herring and Republican
Joe Murray, and he has asked for a recount
which will take place a week from Monday
on Jan. 26. We remain confident that the
vote will hold for Charniele and she will
ultimately be seated.

The Governor’s State of the Union speech
is the highlight of the beginning of every
session, and Governor Kaine’s final speech
was an eloquent statement of current con-
ditions and future hopes.

While the governor did not un-
derestimate the severity of our
three plus billion shortfall and the
terrible choices he faced in prepar-
ing his budget, his outlook for the

future for economic growth in green indus-
try and renewable energy was good. “Those
who dare to take risks will create the new
companies and new jobs,” he said, “calling
energy the next great challenge of our gen-
eration.” He has attempted to provide jobs
and jump-start the state economic by bid-
ding 30 capital construction projects worth
250 million by July 1. He talked about his
Renew Virginia” Program with its legisla-
tive initiatives of tax incentives for green
jobs and investment in new energy tech-
nology and conservation. He also asked in-
dividual Virginians to reduce their own en-
ergy consumption 19 percent by 2025.

Committee meetings have started and
some bills have already been heard and
passed in committee. The rapid pace will
increase in the days ahead and in future
articles I will tell you about some of my
bills.

First Week Observations

Richmond

Report

To have a notice listed, e-mail gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Call Rebecca Halik at 703-917-
6407 with questions.

OTHER ITEMS
 The City of Alexandria’s free King Street Trolley

shifted its operating schedule. The King Street
Trolley will now operate seven days a week,
from 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. (instead of 10 a.m.
to 10 p.m.). Trolleys will depart from the
Potomac River waterfront and the King Street
Metro Station every 20 minutes (instead of
every 15 minutes). The Trolley will continue to
operate free of charge, and passengers can hop
on and off the trolley at any of the 20
designated trolley stops. For more information
about the King Street Trolley Service, visit
www.alexandriava.gov/trolley.

Bulletin Board

MONDAY/JAN. 26
 Meeting. Agenda:Alexandria will meet at 6:30

p.m. at Holiday Inn Eisenhower Metro Center,
2460 Eisenhower Ave. “Ethanol and Emissions:
Too Toxic for Alexandria.” $22/member or $27/
nonmember includes dinner. Just program is
free for members; $5/nonmember. 703-549-
4696 for reservations.

Meeting. 7 p.m. at Lyles-Crouch Elementary
School, 530 S. St. Asaph St. Meeting of the
Motorcoach Task Force. Free. 703-838-4966 ext.
183.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 28
 Treatment for Spine Disorders. Dr. Corey

Wallach will discuss treatments for spine
disorders at Inova Alexandria Hospital at 7 p.m.,
4320 Seminary Road. Call 703-750-8800.
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