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T
he 2000 recount in Florida played
out in reverse this week in Alexan-
dria, with a 16-vote margin of vic-

tory sending the city’s newest delegate to
the Virginia House of Delegates. Before a
three-judge panel at the Alexandria court-
house on Monday, one of Al Gore’s former
recount lawyers argued that ballots set aside
for irregularities should not be unsealed and
counted. It was the opposite of arguments
he made in Miami-Dade County eight years
ago, when he was part of a team petition-
ing the court to count all ballots that were
rejected for technical reasons.

“Recounts are statutory creatures,” said
Jack Young, the well-known Virginia elec-
tion lawyer. “And every state does it differ-
ently.”

The contrasts between 2000 and 2009
were striking. For example, Young argued
in 2000 that a ballot in which a voter se-
lected Gore and wrote his name on the bal-
lot should be counted. Yet in 2009 he ar-
gued that a ballot in which a voter selected
Democratic candidate Charniele Herring
and wrote her name on the ballot should
not be counted.

“That’s politics,” said Joe Murray, the Re
See Recount,  Page 3 See Regional,  Page 4

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

A
t a time of rising unemploy-
ment and rising commer-
cial real estate vacancies
along comes the U.S. Cen-

sus Bureau and the 2010 Census with
a promise of 3,000 Northern Virginia
jobs and the need for a “lot” of office
space to house them. This was the
lead message
at the ribbon
cutting of the
Northern Vir-
ginia head-
quarters of-
fice last Fri-
day.

“The de-
cennial cen-
sus is a seven
to eight year
process for
us. We are
now turning
from plan-
ning to ac-
tion. As far as I am concerned this is
the real start,” said Arnold Jackson,
associate director and COO, Decen-
nial Census, U.S. Census Bureau, in

Grace Williams sleds at Pomander Park on South Union Street.

Snow and dropping temperatures Monday
adds an icy cover along the water’s edge.Seasonably White
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Recount confirms
Herring’s victory;
Democrat sworn
into office.

Disputed
Election
Resolved

Hiring U.S. Census
workers is under way.

Looking
To Fill
3,000 Jobs

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

A
n empty chair where Alexandria
Redevelopment and Housing
Authority (ARHA) Board of Com-
missioners Chairman A. Melvin

Miller should have been sitting Monday
night was a stark reminder of the ongoing
jousting between ARHA leadership and the
Alexandria City Council.

Miller Controversy Postpones ARHA Board Elections
Miller’s latest term as an ARHA commis-

sioner expired at the end of 2008. This was
his second four-year term. He has also
served as chair of the commission through-
out his second term.

Following the City’s established proce-
dure, Miller had submitted his name for
reappointment to a third term. The term of
long-time Commissioner Ruby Tucker also
expired in December 2008. After 12 years
of service she decided to vacate her seat.

With two seats to fill, Council, at its Jan.
13 meeting, decided to split the appoint-
ments and only fill Tucker’s seat. They gave
no public explanation for their action and
were not going to reveal the vote on
whether or to reappoint Miller until pushed
publicly by Councilman Ludwig Gains.

As it turned out, Gains cast the sole vote
in favor of Miller. No other votes were cast
— pro or con. Instead, the rest of Council,
including Alexandria Mayor William Euille,

made the assumption Miller would continue
to serve on the board, as chair, until he was
either reappointed or passed over.

Council’s only action on the ARHA vacan-
cies was to appoint city resident Derek S.
Hyra, to fill the vacancy left by Tucker. Hyra,
a graduate of the University of Chicago, who
has focused on housing and redevelopment
academically in both Chicago and New York
City, works for the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment. He is also an adjunct professor of
sociology at George Washington University.

See Recount,  Page 3

Derek S. Hyra takes seat as new ARHA board member.

“We will be the
biggest players
in the local real

estate market
over the next

year.”
— Arnold Jackson,

associate director &
COO, Decennial Census
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publican candidate who requested Monday’s re-
count.

Within minutes of the three-judge panel’s confir-
mation of Herring’s 16-vote margin of victory, the
Republican-led House of Delegates swore-in its new-
est member. Later that afternoon, Murray decided
not to pursue the matter further with an official con-
test, which could have been heard in the House Com-

mittee for Privileges and Elections. Democrats, who
have been trying to seat Herring since the session
began two weeks ago, greeted the news with shouts
and celebration.

“There was a lot of loud cheering and banging of
desks on our side of the aisle,” said Del. David Englin
(D-45). “The fact that the Republicans choose to al-
low Herring to be sworn-in indicates to me that they
don’t perceive any challenge of her election to be le-
gitimate.”

Participating in his first ARHA Board of Commis-
sioners meeting Monday night, Hyra explained that
his interest in public housing and redevelopment
stemmed from him playing basketball with friends
in Harlem during his youth. “That experience had a
huge influence on me and made me realize that we
had to make public housing better,” he said in ex-
plaining his interest in being appointed to the ARHA
Board.

FOLLOWING THEIR ACTION on Hyra, Council
directed staff to readvertise Miller’s potential vacancy
“within a reasonable period of time” and “bring such
additional candidates’ names before Council for con-
sideration.” The vacancy was to be filled by the end
of this legislative session of Council.

They also requested that Miller agree to remain
as a member of the ARHA Board “until such time as
a successful candidate can be approved.” However,
that was never conveyed to Miller personally. Nor
was he ever told that he was not being considered
for reappointment.

“I received no notification from anyone. If I hadn’t
been watching the Council meeting on television that
night I wouldn’t have known anything in an official
sense. I didn’t get notified by anybody in city gov-
ernment,” Miller said Tuesday
morning.

“I applied for reappointment
and only got one vote. But,
Krupicka [councilman] said I was
still on the ARHA Board until I or
someone was appointed. That’s
not how I see it. As far as I’m con-
cerned I’m not on the board at this
time,” Miller said.

He emphasized that point by not attending Mon-
day night’s meeting. His chair was vacant and his
nameplate was not at the center of the board table.
ARHA Vice Chair Carlyle C. Ring, Jr., presided.

The one person who was present prior to the
meeting’s commencement at the Ladrey High-Rise
ARHA housing unit was Councilman Rob Krupicka
explaining the changing situation to ARHA Execu-
tive Director Roy Priest and Ring. It was Krupicka
who outlined three points relative to ARHA’s future
during the Jan. 13 Council meeting.

The first was the securing of a strong executive
director. “We have that in the selection of Roy Priest,”
he said.

He also called for a “strong alignment between
ARHA and the city’s overall housing policy.” He ques-
tioned the size of the ARHA Board. “Is it too big or
too small,” Krupicka asked rhetorically.

Thirdly he called for the City to raise its commit-
ment to ARHA’s mission, calling for an ongoing dia-
logue with the ARHA Board. It was also indicated
that ARHA should broaden its mission to include
affordable and workforce housing as well as public

No Secret Agreement
In his 18 months as a member of the Alexandria City Council,

Justin Wilson say there’s one issue that he’s received more e-
mail about than any other topic: unwanted copies of the Wash-
ington Examiner. Wilson has heard from countless residents who
are upset that extraneous copies of the Examiner litter the side-
walks, clog the gutters and announce temporarily unoccupied
houses to potential thieves. In December, representatives from
the Examiner met with city officials to put together a plan to
solve the problem of unwanted free newspaper delivery.

“One of the most shocking things we found out was that when
one of their contractors delivers the paper to someone who doesn’t
want it, the Examiner extracts fines from their contractor,” said
Wilson. “So they are profiting from the inappropriate delivery of
the newspaper but they are unwilling to be responsible for fines
from the city.”

Wilson and newspaper representatives eventually hammered
out a deal that involved the Examiner using tracking numbers
and Internet forms to prevent delivery of unwanted newspapers.
Yet when Examiner officials insisted the plan be kept a secret for
fear it would be copied in other communities, Wilson balked and
the deal fell apart. On Saturday City Council members ended up
delaying a proposed do-not-deliver list in an effort to give the
industry leaders, including representatives from the Alexandria
Gazette Packet, more time to hammer out an agreement.

“I do think it’s ironic that they are trying to use the fig leaf of
free speech to protect them from the public knowing about the
terms of the agreement,” said Councilman Tim Lovain.

Hot and Bothered
The scantily clad female manikins stare out from windows of

“Le Tache” as if lower King Street were some kind of red-light
district, and they are certainly sending Old Town into fits of ex-
citement. Ever since owners John and Shannon Kenney
opened the adult retail store earlier this month, Alexandria resi-
dents have been besieging elected officials with calls and e-mails
about the bawdy retailer. “It’s not appropriate for the old and
historic district,” said Mayor Bill Euille at the outset of Saturday’s
public hearing. “But the city attorney’s office, the planning direc-
tor and the city manager’s office have checked and double checked
the process to make sure that nothing went awry in terms of this
business getting a business license.”

The sex shop is in a building that was at the heart of a dispute
in 2007, when businessman Michael Zarlenga presented a plan
to the City Council that would raise the roof of a historic “floun-
der” shed behind the building in an effort to increase his retail
space. After the plan was rejected by the Board of Architectural
Review, Zarlenga appealed to the City Council, which eventually
upheld the board’s decision. So now the building that was too
historic to alter retails sexual apparel.

“We’re not going to sit back and let this business ruin the ambi-
ance we enjoy here in Old Town,” Euille declared Saturday, an-
nouncing more meetings to find a solution.

 Alexandria in Recession
As the world’s economic crisis deepens, the city of Alexandria’s

real-estate market continues to slouch. According to a recent eco-
nomic report prepared by the city’s budget officials, real-estate
sales for the first 11 months of 2008 showed a decline of 24 per-
cent in sales from the first 11 months of 2007. Meanwhile, the
city’s number of foreclosures has risen from 118 during the first
11 months of 2007 to 324 in the first 11 months of 2008. And the
city’s unemployment rate of 3.2 percent in November is about a
percentage higher than it was last November, although signifi-
cantly lower than Virginia and national standards.

“The city’s economy, as measured by tax receipts, continued to
slow during the second half of 2008,” wrote City Manager Jim
Hartmann in a Jan. 21 memorandum on the city’s financial situ-
ation. “The extreme turbulence in the credit markets and the
uncertainty of future consumer spending continues to create sig-
nificant downside risk to the city’s revenue projections for Fiscal
Year 2010.”

— Michael Lee Pope

Council Notebook

Recount Confirms Herring’s Victory

The empty chair of ARHA Chairman A.
Melvin Miller, flanked by ARHA Vice Chair-
man Carlyle C. Ring, Jr., (right) and ARHA
Commissioner Kerry-Ann Powell, served as
a silent reminder of the ongoing struggle
between ARHA and the City Council during
the regular ARHA monthly meeting.

“If Council wants us
to do more then they
need to fund it.”

— A. Melvin Miller, ARHA
Chair in limbo

ARHA Waits on City Council
From Page 1

housing.

“THAT’S ALL WELL and good but we are funded
by HUD [U.S. Department of Housing And Urban
Development] to do what HUD is mandated to do. If
they [the City Council] want us to do more then they
need to fund it. I don’t think HUD is going to provide
the funds for broadening our mission,” Miller said.

“Council has two roles — appoint members to the
ARHA Board of Commissioners and review develop-

ment proposals,” Miller said. Their
latest appointment, Hyra, also
took exception to an expanded
role for ARHA in the area of
workforce and affordable housing.

“I think it’s a good idea to think
about how we work with other
agencies. We should have a dia-
logue with others. But, we can not

get off our mission. We do both public and Section 8
housing now,” Hyra said.

“That’s more than most housing authorities do na-
tionwide. I don’t know if we should also be dealing
with workforce and affordable housing,” he said.

That’s when Ring proposed that the annual elec-
tion be postponed due to his understanding from
Krupicka that “after further consideration Miller may
be reappointed.” That possibility was confirmed by
Krupicka prior to the meeting when he said, “The
matter will be reconsidered at Tuesday’s [Jan. 27]
Council meeting.” That meeting was canceled due to
the weather and rescheduled for Monday, Feb. 2.

“Mel interpreted Council’s action as not to serve
without reappointment. There were a number of
people at the most recent council meeting that dis-
agreed with both Council’s decision and their method
of handling it,” Ring said.

“Council has been considering whether the mission
of this board should be broader than public housing.
They have proposed a dialogue over the next year to
look at ARHA’s role and whether or not we have the
capacity to broaden our mission,” Ring said.
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Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner

Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated

The Best in Senior Living

703-243-4300
Call Today

• Rents Starting at $950
• All Utilities Included
• And Just Two Blocks from Ballston Metro
• Frost-Free Refrigerator
• Underground Garage Parking
• Spacious Kitchens and Bathrooms
• Wellness Programs
• Full-Time Social Services Coordinator
• Prices are Subject to Change

4300 N. Carlin Springs Road, Arlington, VA 22203

Offering
Starting at 55 years

THE CARLIN

VOTE JANUARY 31
For

REDELLA S. “DEL” PEPPER
DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS

MINNIE HOWARD SCHOOL  3801 W. BRADDOCK RD.

Noon to 7:30 p.m.
Authorized by Redella S. “Del” Pepper

From Page 1

News

kicking off the official opening ceremony for the
office at 6408 Edsall Road, Alexandria.

“We have to engage partners to accomplish this
task. The census is the largest peacetime mobiliza-
tion of citizens undertaken throughout the nation.
And, we will be the biggest players in the local real
estate market over the next year,” he said.

That real estate and those employees will be spread
over a 22 county area of Northern Virginia. “The
partnerships we form account for the success of the
census. We make every effort to count everyone. This
gives us a portrait of who we are as a nation and
where we live,” Jackson said.

Joining Jackson and other U.S. Census officials
for the ceremony were U.S. Sen. Mark Warner (D-
VA), U.S. Rep. James P. Moran (D-8), Alexandria
Mayor William D. Euille, and Vellie Sandalo Dietrich
Hall, member, Race and Ethnic Advisory Commit-
tee, a service organization to the census.

“This effort is one of the few parts of the Federal
Government’s operations that goes back to the Con-
stitution. The face of America and the face of Vir-
ginia is drastically changing. What you do determines
the flow of more than $300 billion per year,” Warner
told the audience.

“We have certainly grown since the last census.
And, much of that can be attributed to the fact that
no matter who you are you are welcome in Alexan-
dria,” Euille said. He also invited the Census Bureau
staff to attend his Friday staff meetings at City Hall.

As the event’s keynote speaker, Moran said, “The
Census Bureau is absolutely critical for what we do
for our nation and its people. It tells us who we are,
where we’ve been and where we haven’t been.”

Noting the dire economic situation, Moran said,
“This is a particularly critical time to be doing this

work. The census is very important to us in the Con-
gress. It tells us who we represent.”

Referencing the latest stimulus package, Moran
noted that the House of Representatives had just as-
sembled an $850 billion spending package. “In that
package is $1 billion for the census to ensure that
the Bureau has all the money it needs to do the job
right,” he said.

INITIATING THE WORK will be the address can-
vassing operation, according to Jeanie W. Presto, as-
sistant regional manager, U.S. Census Bureau. “Hir-
ing will start in February and work will begin in April,”
she said.

Of the total 3,000 workers in Northern Virginia,
1,000 will operate from the Alexandria office, accord-
ing to Presto. “However, this office will get smaller
as the work progresses throughout the 22 county area
and other offices will grow,” she said.

The object of the census is to count everyone —
those who want to be counted as well as those who
do not want to be counted. Those who do not return
the mailed forms are known as non-responses. They
account for the bulk of the work.

This census will also employ greater technology.
During the address canvassing phase, census work-
ers will utilize hand-held computers as opposed to
paper tally sheet, as were used during the 2000 cen-
sus. However, when actually collecting data from
“non-responses,” paper forms will be used.

The first positions to be filled will include address
listers, office clerks, recruiting assistants, crew lead-
ers and field operations supervisors.

Those interested in applying for these positions can
go to www.2010censusjobs.gov for job descriptions,
qualifications and applications. Potential applicants
can also call toll free 1-866-861-2010.

To have a notice listed, e-mail gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Call Rebecca
Halik at 703-917-6407 with questions.

SATURDAY/JAN. 31
 Application Deadline. Musicians

and vocalists in junior of senior year
of high school in Alexandria can
compete Feb. 22 at 2 p.m. at the
Goodwin House of Alexandria. For
further information, contact Cas
Hobbs by e-mail at
Cashobbs@aol.com.

Financial Education Seminar. The
City of Alexandria and the Alexandria
Dollar Wi$e Committee host a free
Financial Education Campaign “Kick-
Off Seminar” from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
at Mount Vernon School, 2601
Commonwealth Ave. For more
information, call 703-838-4350.

More at www.connectionnewspapers.com

Regional Census Office Opens

Marking the official open-
ing of the Northern Virginia
U.S. Census Bureau with
the traditional ribbon
cutting are, from left to
right, Matthew Schnedl,
U.S. Census Bureau; U.S.
Rep. James P. Moran (D-8);
the Rev. Lee Earl, Alexan-
dria; Arnold Jackson,
assistant regional director,
Decennial Census,
U.S.Census Bureau; and
Vellie Dietrich Hall, REAC
Advisory Committee.

Bulletin Board
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LONG & FOSTER
ALEXANDRIA • MT. VERNON

Your local professionals with a world of experience

Paul Petefish
Branch Manager

5845 Richmond Highway

Alexandria VA 22303

703-960-8900
www.longandfoster.com

Alexandria $474,500

MOTIVATED SELLERS
Spacious, four bedroom, three bathroom, center
hall Georgian colonial. Completely updated eat in
kitchen, main level study, very large living room
and separate dining room, all baths updated. Close
to Ft. Belvoir, Metro, shops. Home warranty.

Jeannie Hicks  703-403-5446

Alexandria $699,000

CUSTOM BUILD HOME
Nine year old, four bedroom, three and a half bath home
on half acre lot. First floor bedroom suite with luxury
bath. 60x8  porches on  front and back of the house and
many other special features. Two car garage with work-
shop. Only 1.5 miles to Ft. Belvoir in well established
community.

Wendy Shelley  703-919-6045

Alexandria South/Wilton Woods $569,950

LOCATION, RENOVATIONS, CLOSE TO METRO!
3 finished levels w/2 fireplaces, wood floors & fresh
paint throughout. New kitchen w/granite counters,
shaker cabinets, stainless appliances & breakfast
room w/greenhouse window & desk. 1 car garage.
Cul-de-sac location and just minutes to Old Town,
easy to Ft. Belvoir & path to Metro.

Val Klotz  703-303-9744

Arlington $1,000,000

THE BELVEDERE
A rare find. Beautiful, modern, three bedroom,
three bathroom condo. Incredible updates
with granite, ceramic and marble. Stunning
views of  DC and the Potomac from enclosed
solarium.

Cecelia Sage  301-219-1162

Fairfax $489,900
GORGEOUS!

Brick townhome
with two car
garage. Three bed-
rooms, two full and
two half baths,
country kitchen,
two gas fireplaces,
fully finished lower
level, wooden deck,
flagstone patio and
decorative pond
with accent light.

Matthew Han  703-960-8900 ext. 267

Alex/South $580,000

CITY CLOSE-COUNTRY QUIET
You don’t have to go far for the vintage charm of
this custom 1947 brick cape with 5 bedrooms
and 3 new baths. Huge 2-story addition with tur-
ret, family room, MBR suite, big new maple
kitchen and more!  Half acre lot, next to park and
3 minutes to Fort Belvoir.  Don’t miss this one!

Pat Grant  703-919-5838

Why You Should Move UP
In A DOWN Market

Rates Are Historically Low -
Some Below 5%

Home Prices Have Dropped In Most Areas
Amazing Selection Of

Available Homes
The Home That Was Just Out Of Reach

A Couple Of Years Ago May
Well Be Within Reach Now

Call Today-
We’ll Get You Moving

Alexandria $239,000

POTOWMACK CROSSING
Beautiful, sunny, one bedroom, one bathroom
condo, ready to move in. Totally remodeled,
new wood/ceramic floors, new carpet, new
stove, energy efficient washer/dryer, two walk-
in closets. One light to DC.

Sonia Ruiz  703-408-2980

RENTAL PROPERTIES

SEMINARY WALK..........1BR/1BA.....$1,200

MONTEBELLO.............1BR/1.5BA....$1,500

RIVER TOWERS............1BR/1BA.....$1,500

FAIRLINGTON TH.........1BR/2BA .....$1,875

OLD TOWN...................2BR/2BA.....$1,950

ALEXANDRIA S. SFH....5BR/4BA.....$2,300
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View the virtual tour at

Award Winning
Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Additions
• Basements
• Porticos
• In-Law Suites
• Sundecks
• Media Rooms
• Garages
• Sun Rooms
• Built-Ins
• Porches

Don’t Miss The Opportunity to Save

Dinner for Two
(Just $45.99 Per Couple)
Dinner for Two
(Just $45.99 Per Couple)

ALEXANDRIA PASTRY SHOP AND CATERING COMPANY

703.578.4144
or e-mail: alexandria_pastry@verizon.net

CHOOSE SOUP OR SALAD from the following

  Boston Salad with Creamy Italian Dressing

 Red Pepper Soup

 Caesar Salad

CHOOSE A DELICIOUS ENTREE from the following

  Beef Tenderloin with Scalloped Potatoes, Broccoli, and

topped with Onion Rings and a Pepper Sauce

 Chicken Breast Stuffed with Sun-dried Tomato Basil,

Mozzarella Cheese and Roasted Asparagus

 Grilled Salmon and Shrimp with Grilled Asparagus and

Fingerling Potatoes with a Lemon Garlic Sauce

CHOOSE TWO HEART SHAPED PASTRIES

  Raspberry Marquis

 Petit Four (Lemon Poppy Seed)

 Chocolate Ganache (Truffle with Raspberry Glaze)

  Raspberry White Chocolate

All orders must be placed by 2:00 pm on Friday
February 13.  Orders can be picked up on Saturday

February 14, 7:00 am to 6:00 pm

♥

Valentine’s Day
Dinner for Two

Celebrate a Romantic Dinner
with the one you love and leave the cooking to us!

We also have: Heart shaped cookies and cakes, petit four, truffles,
triple dipped strawberries, gift baskets and XOXO cookies.

106 N Patrick Street • Alexandria, VA 22314 • 703-535-3336

Walk-Ins Welcome
    Haircuts $1600 to $2000

      Perm & Coloring
      Highlight & Foil
      Relaxer & Straightener
     Deep Conditioning
    Waxing
Foot Massage Coming Soon

Photo by Karen Sachs

Hi, Tom
Jefferson-Houston’s Kinder-
garten teacher Susan
Barnett met actor Tom
Hanks during the inaugura-
tion festivities in
Georgetown. She notes: “I
was walking down M street
in Georgetown with my
cousin on Monday, Jan. 19.
All of a sudden I noticed
Tom Hanks walking by.
There were other people
who noticed him along with
me, and he smiled and said
hello to everyone and was
shaking hands. He offered to
take pictures with anyone
who wanted to, so of course
I jumped at the chance. He
was so friendly and ap-
proachable.”

People
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YOU WANT QUALITY SERVICE
FROM A LOCAL AGENT

Chris Umbel
State Farm Agent

703-751-4404
We are open on Saturdays!

Hablamos Español
Visit Us at www.novainsure.com

State Farm Home Office Bloomington, IL State Farm.com

Auto • Home • Business • Life • Health

Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Diane Powell
Dellefield

Diane Powell Dellefield,
66, died of cancer Jan.11
at Capitol Hospice in Ar-
lington. She had a long
career as a teacher, edu-
cator, and administrator
in Alexandria public and
private schools and
Alexandria’s Campagna
Center.

Diane, daughter of the superin-
tendent of schools in her original
home in Clarksburg, W.Va., came
to Alexandria to teach elementary
school at Cora Kelly upon gradua-
tion from James Madison Univer-
sity in 1964. In 1965, she married
David W. Dellefield, an official in
the Office of the Secretary of De-
fense.

From 1964 to 1987, she taught
in various elementary schools.
From 1987 to 2000, she was the
Campagna Center’s Director of
Extended Day Care Services for
Alexandria City Schools. After her
retirement in 2000 she became a
consultant to schools all over Vir-
ginia seeking to establish similar
extended care programs. In 2000,

she received the
Salute to Women
Award from the
Alexandria Com-
mission for
Women. The
award com-
mends women
who have exhib-
ited outstanding
leadership skills
in a variety of ar-
eas including

education and training.
She did extensive volunteer

work with Junior Friends of the Al-
exandria Community Y, the Twig
Junior Auxiliary of Alexandria
Hospital and the INOVA Alexan-
dria Hospital Corporation. She
was also an active member of
Charles Barrett and T.C. Williams
PTAs, as well as the Ascension
Academy Parent Advisory Board.

In her work as a teacher and
educator, she had the opportunity
to exert a positive and beneficial
influence on the lives of many,
many children and adults. Her
warm nature and her enthusiastic
embrace of life made her a role
model for everyone who knew her.

She is survived by her husband
of 43 years, David, of Alexandria;

Obituaries

their daughter Anne Dellefield
Mills, husband Matthew Mills, and
three granddaughters, Rebecca,
Cassandra, and Mary Kathryn
Mills, of Manassas; and her sister,
Debbie Feehan, of Bowling Green,
Ohio.

Joe Shkrlac
Joe C. Shkrlac, 82, of Locust

Grove, Va. died on Jan. 21, 2009
at his home. He was born on May
12, 1926 in Johnson City, Ill.

He is predeceased by his parents
Joe Shkrlac and Rosie Pinter
Shkrlac, his sisters Ann Panko,
Mary Kresich, Louise Bennett and
Matilda Vaughn and brother Mike
Zabarac.

He is survived by his wife Vir-
ginia; sister Catherine Degorica of
Marion, Ill.; step children Betty
Burnett, husband Al of Dayton
Beach, Fla., William Phillips of Al-
exandria, Deborah McCormack,
husband Stephen of Culpeper, Va.,
and Robert Phillips of Locust
Grove, Va.; as well as many grand-
children, nieces, nephews and
dear friends.

As a young man, he was a stone-
mason in Johnson City, Ill. He was
drafted into the United States

Army where he served during
WWII. After leaving the military he
settled in Alexandria where he
began his career as an owner/op-
erator of several Texaco Stations.
In 2001 he retired after 38 years
of service as an owner/operator of
Woodlawn Texaco on Richmond
Highway where he received nu-
merous awards for excellent ser-
vice to his community. Mr. Shkrlac
was an active member of Good
Shephard Catholic Church in Al-
exandria.

In 2001 he and his wife moved
to Locust Grove, Va. where they
both became involved in their
community. Mr. Shkrlac joined
Precious Blood Catholic Church in
Culpeper, Va. He was an avid fish-
erman, hunter, NASCAR fan and a
civil war enthusiast. He was a life-
time member of the NRA and a
member of the Ruratins of Lignum,
Va.

A funeral mass was held on
Tuesday, Jan. 27 at Precious Blood
Catholic Church, Culpeper, Va.
Burial followed in Culpeper Na-
tional Cemetery. In lieu of flowers,
contributions may be sent to Fam-
ily Care Home Health & Hospice,
610 Laurel St., Suite 2, Culpeper,
VA 22701.
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Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage
the patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for
surgery. I regard him as one of the premier dentists in the
non-surgical management of TMJ Disorders.”
—Dr. Joseph Arzadon

“Very professional environment, excellent level of service,
up-to-date dental technology.” — Anne

“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my
concerns seriously.” — Mary 

“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop
relationships with  your patients.” — Kim

“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat
your patients with respect and courtesy in a way that  is
extremely rare.” — Nancy

Trusted Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.

Cosmetic Dental Services:
• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• In Office Whitening
• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually
  painless anesthesia

Unique Dental Services:
• Dental Sleep Appliance
• Computer Preview of New Smile

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere
• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
   during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with
  Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
  Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile
  Magazine & TMJ News-n-Views

Testimonials
Michael B. Rogers, DDS

Dennis J. Holly, DMD
4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDental.com

12 noon–7:30 p.m.
Minnie Howard Ninth Grade Ctr.

3801 W. Braddock Rd., Alexandria, VA 22301

Saturday Caucus
The six-member Democratic

slate of candidates for the May
City Council election will be cho-
sen this Saturday during a Demo-
cratic committee caucus at Minnie
Howard Ninth Grade Center.
Seven candidates will be on the
ballot, but only the six candidates
who receive the most number of
votes will become the party’s slate.
Polls will open at noon and close
at 7:30 p.m. The G.O.P. will con-
duct a canvass on Feb. 7 at Minnie
Howard from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
and two Republican candidates
have already announced an inten-
tion to run against the Democratic
slate this May.

Donley v. Walker
The two non-incumbent candi-

dates clashed last week during a
candidate forum over decisions
made years ago about locating the
United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office. At issue are oppos-
ing views of what the candidates
view as “smart growth.”

When asked about what his
legacy would be, former Mayor
Kerry Donley said he thought
bringing the PTO to Alexandria
was a way to promote what he
called “smart growth.” But Demo-

cratic challenger Boyd Walker
criticized the PTO as a develop-
ment that is not transit friendly
because the final design included
thousands of parking spaces. Fur-
thermore, Walker said, Donley
could have used political will to
locate the office on the existing
Eisenhower Metro station or as
leverage to create a new station
at Potomac Yard.

“Donley is the kind of leader
who will go into a backroom some-
where to make a deal then walk
out and announce what’s going to
happen,” said Walker. “I think the
PTO is an example of Donley’s
leadership style, and I will have a
more transparent way of ap-
proaching city government.”

Donley defended the PTO loca-
tion as transit-oriented develop-
ment because it was located be-
tween two underused Metro sta-
tions, and he pointed to a growth
in the usage of both stations.
Donley said the location was ulti-
mately the responsibility of the
federal government rather than
the city government, and he took
issue with Walker’s assertion that
the city could have used pressure
to help create a new Metro station
at Potomac Yard.

“The thing people sometimes
forget about with new Metro sta-
tions is that somebody’s going to

have to pay for it,” said Donley. “I
think the PTO probably decided to
go with the certainty of being be-
tween two existing stations rather
than the uncertainty of trying to
create a new one.”

Wilson v. Walker
With the global economic crisis

squeezing city revenues, the next
City Council will likely be faced
with even more drastic cuts than
the ones currently under consid-
eration at City Hall. But the can-

didates have different opinions
about what should be cut, said
Boyd Walker.

“I wouldn’t close libraries on
Sundays, and I would not cut back
on trolley hours,” Walker said. “In-
stead I would seek a 5-percent cut
in pay for the city’s top manage-
ment.”

As a member of the city’s Library
Board, Councilman Justin Wil-
son decided to use one of his re-
buttal opportunities to counter
Walker. Wilson said that the board
was facing the prospect of shut-

tering the Burke Branch Library
and decided instead to cut back on
Sunday hours as a way to spread
the cutbacks rather than create
hardship for the West End neigh-
borhood residents who rely on the
Burke Branch.

“None of these are good
choices,” said Wilson. “But when
we say ‘we will never do this’ or
‘we will never do that,’ it’s not go-
ing to get us where we need to go.”

Trees and Trash
Since first being elected to the

City Council in 2003, Councilman
Paul Smedberg has carved out
a distinctive place for himself at
City Hall as one of the most pains-
taking elected officials in the city.
He’s been known to ask about the
height of outdoor furniture, the
source of funding for environmen-
tal initiatives, the logic behind
who gets to take home city-owned
vehicles, the size of motor coaches
used in the city and the use of the
word “stewardesses” in a symbolic
resolution. On several occasions,
he has questioned the consistency
of how applicants for special-use
permits are required to purchase
city-owned trash cans.  “I will work
to define and redefine govern-
ment,” said Smedberg. “Whether
it be trees or trashcans.”

Photo by Michael Lee Pope/Gazette Packet

Democratic candidates, from left to right, Kerry Donley,
Justin Wilson, Rob Krupicka, Tim Lovain, Paul Smedberg,
Del Pepper and Boyd Walker.

On the Campaign Trail
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Herring Joins the Club
After two weeks of sitting quietly in the back row

waiting for the House of Delegates to accept her cer-
tificate of election, Del. Charniele Herring (D-
46) finally walked to the front of the chamber Mon-
day afternoon to be sworn in as a replacement for
former Del. Brian Moran. The former delegate,
who has represented the district since 1996, resigned
last month to focus on his campaign for governor.
The swearing-in was delayed by a recount of the Jan.
13 special election after Herring narrowly won a 16-
vote margin of victory over Republican candidate Joe
Murray.

On the first day of the session, the Republican
majority refused to receive Herring’s certificate of
election from the State Board of Elections, and House
Democrats made several attempts seat her during
the session. But Republicans refused to budge until
the recount was over, even though 25 uncounted
ballots were never unsealed during the Circuit Court
proceeding. Herring missed last week’s deadline for
filing new bills without unanimous consent, and the
House ruled that she will not be able to submit “gray
sheets” casting retroactive votes. But the newest del-
egate plans to draft a letter for the record indicating
how she would have voted.

“It’s been frustrating,” said Jennifer Bissett,
Herring’s legislative aide. “We didn’t even have a
constituent services e-mail address until Monday.”

Finding Fault
Who is to blame for the lack of representation of

constituents in the 46th District during the first two
weeks of the General Assembly? Was it the Republi-
can candidate who considered contesting the elec-

tion during a session of the House Privileges and Elec-
tions Committee? Or was it the Democratic gover-
nor who called for a special election in less than 30
days, creating a problem for overseas voters who cast
absentee ballots by mail?

People seem to be pointing fingers in all directions.
“Brian Moran is to blame for the lack of repre-

sentation of his former constituents,” said Chris
Marston, chairman of the Alexandria City Republi-
can Committee. “My own belief is that people who
are elected to serve a term should stick around to
finish the job.”

“I guess you could blame Terry McAuliffe,” re-
torted Democratic recount attorney Jim Lay, refer-
ring to the former Democratic National Committee
chairman who is now challenging Moran for the
Democratic gubernatorial nomination. “It just depends
on how far back you want to go with the blame game.”

Taxing and Spending
Before the General Assembly session began earlier

this month, Del. David Englin (D-45) hoped he
could gain support from the Democratic caucus on
an economic stimulus plan he’s been hammering out
for months. The plan would raise taxes on people
making more than $400,000 a year in order to elimi-
nate the food tax and decrease taxes on those mak-
ing less than $400,000 a year. Yet a recount in the
46th District and a leadership fight in the caucus dis-
tracted attention, and Englin was never able to per-
suade the entire caucus to support the plan.

“We ended up with about a third of the caucus
signing on to be patrons of the bill,” said Englin. “But
we decided to move forward with this because it’s
such an important issue.”

— Michael Lee Pope

In Session
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its budget. So is the city, and like
every other department, the Com-
munity Services Board must make
cuts too.

The staff combed the budget line
by line, seeking out efficiencies and
determining the impact of every cut
in terms of service. Then the Board
did its review. Proposed changes in-
cluded eliminating vacant positions
and some that are currently filled,
eliminating the expansion of one pro-
gram and delaying the start of an-

other. The possible delay of that program, the
opening of Safe Haven providing housing for
homeless who are diagnosed mentally ill, sub-
stance abusers, or both, was reported in the
media but it was only a possibility. Since then
the Board has withdrawn that proposal and
the Safe Haven project will go forward as
planned.

AT THIS POINT the Board’s suggestions for
cuts have gone to the City Manager who in
turn will present his budget to the City Coun-
cil. He may make all the cuts proposed, some,
or none. Then the Council itself will grapple
with the numbers and hold public hearings
before a final decision is reached.

The state too will be making hard decisions
in the coming weeks and they only have a
short time to do it. The Board, along with all
the other Northern Virginia Community Ser-
vices Boards has already objected to one pro-
posal by Gov. Tim Kaine: The closure of the
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By Mary Anne Weber

Chair, Community Services Board

A
sk any random
Alexandrian what the
Community Services
Board is and the chances

are he or she won’t know the answer.
There are, after all, a multitude of
boards and commissions in Alexan-
dria and the name certainly doesn’t
give anything away.

The answer. Over 40 years ago the
state of Virginia began to organize Commu-
nity Service Boards throughout the state, even-
tually creating 40 in all. Alexandria was the
seventh and this year will be celebrating its
40th anniversary. The Board, composed of 16
volunteers appointed by the mayor with the
consent of City Council, oversees the city’s
Mental Health, Intellectual Disabilities and
Substance Abuse programs. These volunteers,
all city residents, are appointed to three-year
terms and may be appointed three times. Their
goal is to provide compassionate and effective
services that support self-determination, recov-
ery, and resiliency for Alexandria residents. By
many measures including the state’s own sat-
isfaction surveys, Alexandria’s CSB has done
well and strives to improve and expand ser-
vices for everyone who needs them from tod-
dlers to senior citizens.

The overwhelming question is how does
the Board continue to that in economic bad
times? The state, facing shortfalls, is cutting

Commonwealth Center for Children & Ado-
lescents, the only public psychiatric facility
for children in the state and the closing of
the adolescent unit of the Virginia Mental
Health Institute. Why does Alexandria care?
Because, despite the state’s suggestion, pri-
vate facilities don’t take tough cases, they
don’t want children who are violent or sui-
cidal or charged with crimes or children who
have intellectual disabilities as well as a men-
tal illness. Commonwealth is the city’s safety
net, everyone’s safety net, and last year 12 of
our children used it.

AS THIS UNHAPPY PROCESS of cuts con-
tinues residents too will be involved. They must
become informed and decide what balance of
cuts and tax increases is fair, equitable and
doable. It will be hard and there is always the
chance that what we lose we will never get
back. But at the same time it is an opportunity
to look at the services the city provides and
decide which ones work and which ones don’t,
which in a crisis we could do without, and
which ones we must have.

Despite the gathering clouds, the CSB and
the city have good reason to celebrate 40 years
of service. The Board will kick off a year of
events with a party on March 19 at George
Washington Middle School. So save the date
and read this column next month to get all the
details. One hint, it will be a ‘60s affair to com-
memorate the beginnings of mental health care
reform and community services and will be
funded on a shoestring budget.

Providing Services in Tough Times

Commentary

By David Englin

Delegate (D-45)

H
eeding President Obama’s inspirational
inaugural call to “pick ourselves up, dust
ourselves off, and begin again the work

of remaking America,” on Monday, I led a group
of 14 legislators in announcing House Bill 2588,
the Middle Class and Small Business Tax Relief
Act — an important reform effort that will help
people now and will begin to strengthen our
economy for the future.

From Alexandria to Augusta, from
Arlington to Abingdon, from Fairfax
to Halifax, middle class families and
small businesses are feeling the
squeeze of the recession. As we in
the General Assembly work to cut

$3 billion or more to balance the state budget,
hard-working Virginians are bracing for cuts in
education, health care, public safety, and other
core services. In these difficult times, our chal-
lenge as leaders — in addition to preventing cuts
to education that would undermine our future —
is to figure out how to lend a hand to those who
need it most in ways that will begin to grow our
economy and give hard-working Virginians a fair
shake and an equal opportunity to succeed.

That’s exactly what the Middle Class and Small
Business Tax Relief Act is designed to do. The bill

will repeal the current 1.5 percent state sales tax
on groceries, providing $230 million of tax relief
annually for all Virginians; repeal the current 6
percent corporate income tax on the 22,000 busi-
nesses making less than $100,000 per year, pro-
viding $10 million in tax relief annually to em-
ployers struggling to keep and create jobs; and
cut the personal income tax rate to 5.6 percent
for the 42 percent of Virginia taxpayers making
between $17,000 and $75,000 per year, provid-
ing them $130 million in tax relief annually.

AS THE ARCHITECT of this plan, I consider it
absolutely critical to provide tax relief to strug-
gling families and small businesses in a fiscally
responsible way that also protects vital resources
for education and transportation and does not
worsen our budget shortfall. Currently, revenue
from one percent of the state sales tax on food is
dedicated to local governments for public educa-
tion, and revenue from the remaining one-half
percent is dedicated to the Transportation Trust
Fund. Additionally, revenue from the current 5.75
percent income tax goes into the General Fund to
pay for a variety of core services.

To protect these existing resources, the proposal
would raise the income tax rate on people mak-
ing more than $400,000 per year by a modest 1.1

Looking at Middle Class Tax Relief

Richmond

Report

Teachers
And Janitors
To the Editor:

As the ACPS budget process
moves towards a close, I am anx-
ious to see what current school
board members propose adding,
and cutting, in the 2010 ACPS
budget. It’s a tough economy, with
property values and tax revenue
continuing to fall, but the super-
intendent and his staff have done
yeoman’s work.

But I am still concerned at what
I’m seeing. Why are we cutting
Latin at GW Middle School, three
music education teachers system-
wide, a Hammond world language
teacher, science paraprofessionals
at Cora Kelley and reducing sci-
ence programs at Maury, Tucker
and Ramsey But keeping 60 cus-
todians “on staff” rather than con-
verting them to private contrac-
tors?

I know I sound heartless, but
custodians, as warm and as won-
derful as they are, do not contrib-
ute to academic excellence. They
are also not in the School Board’s
new strategic plan. In my view,

Letters
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Throughout February, the City of Alexan-
dria and Mount Vernon Estate holds a vari-
ety of events to celebrate the birth of George
Washington. For more information visit
www.mountvernon.org or
visitalexandriava.com. The following is a
sampling of the events.

George Washington
Comes to Dinner at
Carlyle House

Saturday, Feb. 7 from noon-4 p.m.
Carlyle House, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Regular admission price.
703-549-2997
A living history tour of the Carlyle House

centering on Washington’s visit to the house
in 1760 for dinner after church. Stop and
talk to John Carlyle and George Washing-
ton in the study and to servants and slaves
setting up for dinner in the dining room,
along with others.

‘Walking with
Washington’ Tours

Sundays, Feb. 1, 8, 15 and 22 at 1:30 p.m.
Meet at the fountain at Market Square, 301 King

St.
Free
703-991-4474
Walk the sites associated with George

Washington.

The Cherry Challenge
Sunday, Feb. 1 through Sunday, Feb. 8
Participating restaurants including Bookbinder’s,

Finn and Porter, St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub and
Stardust.

Contact a restaurant to see if they are participat-
ing.

Each restaurant that is participating will
create a menu item featuring cherries. Pa-
trons vote for their favorite and the win-
ning restaurant will be in the George Wash-
ington Birthday Parade, receive a plaque
and a feature in “Washingtonian” Magazine.

George Washington
Classic 10K Race

Saturday, Feb. 14 at 8:30 a.m.
$30-$35/person for 10K or $10/person for 2K

Fun Run
703-991-4474

Run a 10K or a 2K Fun Run, earn prizes,
t-shirt and more. Benefits Alexandria Police
Youth Camp.

Birthnight Banquet
& Ball

Saturday, Feb. 14 at 5:30 p.m.
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St.
$100/banquet and ball; $50/ball only
703-838-4242 Reservations required.
Be part of a re-enactment of the ball held

in Washington’s honor at Gadsby’s in 1797.
Colonial attire is not required.

Revolutionary War Re-
Enactment

Sunday, Feb. 15 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Fort Ward Park, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Free
703-838-4848
Enjoy historic camp and tactical demon-

strations throughout the day including a
Revolutionary War skirmish between the
Redcoats and the Colonial Army.

Worship at Historic
Christ Church

Sunday, Feb. 15 at 9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
118 N. Washington St.
703-549-1450 or www.historicchristchurch.org
Free
George Washington was a member of this

church. Honor the first President during
services through reading the prayer he com-
posed, laying a wreath in his memory and
displaying the Washington Family Bible.

Breakfast and Meeting of
Friendship Veterans Fire
Engine Association

Monday, Feb. 16 at 9 a.m.
Historic Distric Holiday Inn and Suites, 625 First

St.
Price TBD
Hear guest speakers and enjoy a break-

fast.

Wreath Laying Ceremony
Monday, Feb. 16 at 11 a.m. at Tomb of the Un-

known Soldier of the Revolution
Old Presbyterian Meeting House, 321 S. Fairfax

St.
Free
Colonial Military and civilians honor the

soldiers of the Revolutionary War.

George
Washington
Birthday
Parade

Monday, Feb. 16 from 1-3
p.m. from S. Saint Asaph
Street at Wilkes Street to
Queen Street and on.

Free
Enjoy the largest parade

celebrating Washington’s
birthday in the U.S.

Free Open
Houses

Monday, Feb. 16
Call for last tour time.
The Lyceum, 201 S.

Washington St. 11 a.m.
703-838-4994.

Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 N.
Royal St. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
703-838-4242.

Friendship Firehouse
Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 703-838-
3891.

The Stabler-Leadbeater
Apothecary Museum, 105-
107 S. Fairfax St. 1-4 p.m.
703-838-3852.

Carlyle House, 121 N.
Fairfax St. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 703-838-4242.

Lee-Fendall House Museum, 614 Oronoco
St. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 703-548-1789.

Christ Church, 118 N. Washington St. 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. 703-549-1450.

George Washington
Memorial Award
Presentation

Saturday, Feb. 21 at 1 p.m.
George Washington Masonic National Memorial,

101 Callahan Drive
703-991-4474
Free
The annual award is “presented to indi-

viduals who have promoted the virtues,
character and vision of George Washing-
ton.” The presentation will be followed by
music, cake and more. The 2009 Recipient
is General Dave R. Palmer, author of
“George Washington and Benedict Arnold:

Birthday Celebration

A Tale of Two Patriots” and “1794 America,
Its Army, and the Birth of the Nation.”

George Washington
Symposium

Saturday, Feb. 21 from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
George Washington Masonic National Memorial,

101 Callahan Drive
$25/person includes luncheon
703-991-4474
”The Military Education of George Wash-

ington” will be the focus. Presenters will be
Prof. Edward G. Lengel and historian Glenn
F. William.

Tea with Martha
Washington

Saturday, Feb. 21 at 3 p.m.
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St.
Reservations required 703-838-4242.
Enjoy an 18th century tea including spe-

cial blend of tea, pound cake, dried fruit
and cookies.

George Washington
Celebration Photography
Contest

Deadline is March 31
Visit www.visitalexandriava.com for entry infor-

mation
Amateur and professional photographers

can submit photographs of George Wash-
ington Birthday celebration events, both
past and present. Cash prizes for the win-
ners.

Explore the life of George Washington through
a variety of events happening in February.

Carlyle
House offers
the first
event in the
celebration,
dinner with
Washington.

Photos by Louise Krafft
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Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com,Realtors®

Alexandria $515,000
Great new price for this 3 bedrm, 2.5 bath Colonial.
Very Spacious w/finished LL, front porch & garage.

6715 Woodstone Place
Anna Diefendorf 703-725-5116

Alexandria $675,000
Tucked away in the woods. Stunning, light-filled 3
level, 4 bedrm, 3.5 bath home in Kingstowne area.
Over 3,700 SF.

6851 Rolling Creek Way
Marianne Welds 703-869-1320

Alex./Del Ray $639,000
Beautiful 3 level, 3 bedrm, 2.5 bath home w/custom
finishes & built-ins! Lots of storage & double driveway.
Blocks to shops on “The Avenue” & Braddock Metro.

1717 Price Street
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $1,199,000
Fabulous Colonial in private enclave backing to
woods. Spacious rms w/5 bedrms, 5 baths, solarium,
family rm, large kitchen, master suite & 2-car garage.

8819 Surrey Drive
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $715,000
Beautiful all-brick Colonial w/4 BR, 2 BA, newer kitchen,
family rm w/fireplace & backyard oasis w/ landscaping
& magnificent patio for entertaining. Ample parking.

1003 Braddock Road, W
Hal Sadler 703-677-7515

Alexandria $549,500
Brick Colonial w/4 bedrms, 2 baths, wood burning
fireplace, updated kitchen, huge fenced back yard &
garage. Tons of attic storage.

1603 Rollins Drive
Hal Sadler 703-677-7515

Alexandria $688,600
Gorgeous 3 lvl single family home inside Beltway. Open flr plan
w/grand 2-story foyer, 3 BR, 3.5 BA, huge kit. & 2-car gar. Lovingly
cared for by original owners. Perfect for entertaining. Incredible
location! 5375 Chieftain Circle

Erika Carroll 703-568-7376

Alexandria
$549,900

Beautiful 4 level
townhome in
Cameron Station
w/3 bedrms, 2.5
baths, 2 fireplaces
& 2-car garage.
Shows like a
model.

5065 Minda Court
Kerrie Price
703-901-2778

Alexandria
$505,000

Brick 2 bedrm, 2
bath townhome
w/gourmet
kitchen, 2 master
suites, deck,
fireplace &
cherrywood flrs.
One-of-a-kind in
convenient Old
Town Greens.

1617 Potomac
Greens Drive
Gary Chute

703-371-9926

Alexandria
$729,000

Luxury 4 lvl
townhome in Old
Town Greens w/3
bedrms, 2 full & 2
half baths,
hardwood flrs,
fireplace, 4th level
loft, deck & 2-car
garage. Rare
corner lot.

728 Catts Tavern
Drive

Gary Chute
703-371-9926

Alexandria
$599,900

Gorgeous
remodeled home
w/2 bedrms, 2.5
baths, rare
detached
garage+additional
parking & private
courtyard. Very
quiet inside.
Priced to sell!

509 Patrick Street
Bob Bazzle

703-599-8964
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Winter Specials

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

Valentine’s Day Feburary 14
Please make early reservations for

• Dover Sole • Bouillabaisse

• Frog Legs • Beef Wellington

• Coq au vin • Cassoulet

• Chef Specials • Vension

By Carolyn Griffin,

Producing Artistic Director, MetroStage

Cool Papa’s Party” covers 60 years of song
and dance, against the backdrop of the
world of entertainment — the political,
the racial and the historic. MetroStage is

premiering a new musical “Cool Papa’s Party,” an
original work by Atlanta writer/director Thomas W.
Jones II, with original music by William Knowles,
beginning Feb. 5.

Dancer and choreographer, actor and singer, the
legendary tap dancer Maurice Hines has joined Jones
and Knowles and a cast of seven to choreograph this
production, recreating the world of dance, tap and
entertainment that spans the last century. “Cool
Papa’s Party” tells the story of a mythic figure in the
world of entertainment in the tradition of Sammy
Davis Jr.

Maurice Hines brings his own personal 60 years of
dance and performing to the stage, reflecting the tra-
dition of tap from the Nicholas Brothers to present

Maurice Hines: Keeping
MetroStage Tapping

Dancer and choreographer Maurice Hines works out a routine with Gia Mora and
Rosalind “Roz” White for the upcoming show at MetroStage “Cool Papa’s Party.” The
show opens on Feb. 5.

day tap icon Savion Glover. At age 65 Maurice Hines
has been dancing since he was five years old, re-
flecting a history that includes dancing with younger
brother Gregory, classes with the world renowned
tap teacher and choreographer Henry Le Tang in
Harlem, performing as the Hines Brothers then Hines,
Hines and Dad (their father being an acclaimed
drummer), debuting on Broadway when he was 11
years old, appearing in “Guys and Dolls,” “Eubie,”
“Sophisticated Ladies,” “Jelly’s Last Jam,” and “Up-
town It’s Hot” ( for which he received a Tony nomi-
nation) on Broadway and in national tours, the film
“Cotton Club,” record recordings, and more.

Mr. Hines has thrilled the cast with stories of open-
ing for Ella (Fitzgerald) at the Flamingo with friend
and mentor Sammy Davis Jr. in the audience, his
dozens of appearances with Gregory on the “Tonight
Show” with Johnny Carson, stories about his good
friend Lena Horne, tales of Lola Falana and Sammy
Davis Jr.

When he leaves us here in Alexandria on opening
weekend, he heads straight for Las Vegas!
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Theater

“

Know of something missing from our
Local Theater listings? Send it to Alexan-
dria Gazette Packet at
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is 2 p.m. the Thursday before
publication. Call Rebecca Halik at 703-
917-6407 with any questions.

Upcoming Events
 Watch “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof”

by the Arlington Players through Feb.
14 at Thomas Jefferson Community
Center, 3501 S. 2nd St. Performances are
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and
Sundays at 2:30 p.m. $15/adult; $12/
senior, junior. Visit
www.thearlingtonplayers.org or 703-
549-1063.

Ongoing Events
Aldersgate Church Children’s The-

ater, 1301 Collingwood Road, presents
“Aladdin Junior” Jan. 17,23 and
24 at 7:30 p.m. and Jan. 18, 19, 24
and 25  at 3 p.m. Visit
www.acctonline.org or 703-660-2611
for tickets and reservations.

Clark Street Playhouse presents “The
Cherry Orchard” from Jan. 22
through Feb. 15 at the playhouse,
601 S. Clark St. Performances are Thurs-
days and Fridays at 8 p.m.; Saturdays at
2 p.m. and 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m.
Tickets range between $25-$35/person.
Visit www.washingtonshakespeare.org/
for more.

“Cool Papa’s Party” is at
MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal St. from
Feb. 5 through March 15. Perfor-
mances are Fridays at 8 p.m.; Saturdays
at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. and Sundays at 3
p.m. and 7 p.m. $40-$45/person. Visit
www.metrostage.org or 703-548-9044.

Know of a local venue that we don’t
have listed? Contact Rebecca Halik at
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-917-6407.

Austin Grill
801 King St., Alexandria. Call 703-

684-8969.

Bangkok Blues
926 W. Broad St., Falls Church. Call

703-534-0095. http://
www.bangkokblues.com/.

The Birchmere
3701 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria.

Shows start at 7:30 p.m. For tickets, call
703-549-7500 or visit
www.birchmere.com.

The Music Listings

See Music,  Page 21
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Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Calendar

Shawn Colvin will perform with Emmylou Harris, Patty
Griffin and Buddy Miller on Tuesday and Wednesday,
Feb. 3, 4 at the Birchmere.

E-mail calendar announcements to the
Alexandria Gazette Packet,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Photos and artwork are encouraged.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Call Rebecca Halik
at 703-917-6407 with questions.

 ONGOING
 On Sundays from noon-5 p.m., visit

the Waterfront and see history-
inspired performances near the
Torpedo Factory; do a “meet and
greet” of early Alexandria residents
and travelers near the Waterfront
and lower King Street. Free. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org for more.

Historic Mount Vernon welcomes all
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Camp
Fire Club members (in uniform or
wearing an official pin) to free
admission during its Scouting Days
program through Feb. 15, 2009. For
more information, visit
www.MountVernon.org.

La Muse, 108 N. Patrick St., collects
and ships donations for
www.AnySoldier.com every day of
the year. Bring donations to La Muse
and it will be packaged and shipped
to soldiers. For ideas on what to
donate go to: www.ShopLaMuse.net/
Anysoldier.html or call 703-683-
1696.

Historic Mount Vernon welcomes
Inauguration visitors in January
with 20 percent off adult admission.
Visitors must print the coupon from
Mount Vernon’s Web site: http://
visit.mountvernon.org. January is
also the 250th wedding anniversary
of George and Martha Washington,
and on display Jan. 12 – Feb. 23 are
Mrs. Washington’s wedding slippers,
which have not been exhibited at
Mount Vernon in over 30 years. $15
for adults; $7 for youth ages 6-11;
and free for children five and
younger. Visit http://
visit.mountvernon.org or 703-780-
2000.

The public can participate in the second
annual “Alexandria Recreation
Games for Healthy Living,” Jan.
10 through March 6. An awards
ceremony is scheduled for Saturday,
March 28, at the Lee Center
Kauffman Auditorium, 1108
Jefferson St. To register, pick up an
information packet at the Chinquapin
Park Recreation Center, or online at
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

Fairfax County Department of
Community and Recreation Services
present free dance workshops at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, from 3:30-5 p.m.
on Feb. 13,27, March 13,27, April
10,24 and May 8. To register, 703-
324-4386.

Visitors can learn about slavery at Mount
Vernon during Black History
Month programs, wish “George
Washington” happy birthday, view
new objects on display from a
Revolutionary War cannon in the
“George Washington & His Generals”
exhibit to Mrs. Washington’s wedding
slippers and gown pieces (through
Feb. 23). For more information, visit
Visit.MountVernon.org.

Woodlawn’s Needlework
exhibition is March 1-31 at 9000
Richmond Highway. There will be
demonstrations, lunch by Nelly’s
Needlers and more. See needleworks
from around the world. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or 703-780-
4000 for more.

THURSDAY/JAN. 29
 Cool Papa’s Party. Enjoy a musical

odyssey at MetroStage, 1201 N.
Royal St. Call 703-548-9044 for
tickets.

18th Century Dance Lessons. 7:30-
9:30 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. Learn
from instructors. $12/class or $30/
series. Reservations recommended,
703-838-4242.

Story Time. 10 a.m. or 3 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5. Free. 703-519-
5900.

Book Sale. Noon-9 p.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Browse a variety of books. Free. 703-
838-4566.

Short Story Discussion. 7 p.m. at
Burke Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Call 70-519-3498 for story titles.
Free.

Storytime. 4 p.m. at Barrett Library,
717 Queen St. Children ages 3-5
years. Free. 703-838-4555.

FRIDAY/JAN. 30
 Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 a.m. at

Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St.
Children ages 2 and under enjoy
songs and stories. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

Book Sale. 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Browse a variety of books. Free. 703-
838-4566.

Workshop. 7-9 p.m. at First Baptist
Church, 2932 King St. Free workshop
for parents and teachers. Visit
www.celebratecalm.com for more.

Music Performance. Alexandria
resident Chris Gekker will perform at
noon at the Summer School Museum,
17th and M Streets, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. Hear poetry and
music by Eric Ewazen, Katherine
Gekker, Gail Collins and Stephen
Brown, all with ties to Alexandria.
Free.

The Boston Brass. 7:30 p.m. The
brass quintet will perform in
Springbank Auditorium at West
Potomac High School, 6500 Quander
Road, Alexandria. $10/person.
Seating is limited. To request tickets
call 703-718-2586, or e-mail
penelope.bauer@fcps.edu.

SATURDAY/JAN. 31
 Magestic Eagles. 2:30 p.m. at Mason

Neck State Park, 7301 High Point
Road, Lorton. Observe these birds
and learn about their lives. Free. 703-
339-2385.

Bay View Sunset Walk. 4 p.m. at
Mason Neck State Park, 7301 High
Point Road, Lorton. Observe animals
as they get ready for bed. Free. 703-
339-2385.

Wild For Winter Waterfowl. 10:30
a.m. at Mason Neck State Park, 7301
High Point Road, Lorton. Observe
swans, ducks and other waterfowl.
Free. 703-339-2385.

Good Sports Storytime. 11 a.m. at
Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St.
Children ages 2 and up enjoy songs
and stories about touchdowns, goals,
and more. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or 703-548-
4092.

Turn the Page. 10 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Discuss “A
Whole New Mind” by Daniel Pink.
Free. 703-519-5900.

Time for 2s. 10 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Ages 24-36
months can enjoy stories and more.
Free. Registration required, 703-519-
5900.

Saturday Stories. 10:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. All
ages can enjoy stories. Free.
Registration required, 703-519-5900.

Book Sale. 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.

See Calendar,  Page 21
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300 N Washington Street, Suite 106,
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.683.0777 | www.ftalexandria.com

FIRST
SESSION

FREE

From Page 19

Music

music from 9:30-12:30 a.m., plus micro
brews, specials and more. No cover
charge. Mondays are Salsa night, with
free dance lessons and salsa music.
Tuesdays are Poker Night, with free
Texas Hold-’Em tourneys.

Cowboy Cafe North
4792 Lee Hwy., Arlington. Call 703—

243-9882.

Duke’s Bar and Grill
1755 Duke St., Alexandria. Call 703-

838-9602 or visit
www.dukesandwindsor.com.

Live Acoustic music, every Friday
Night. Shows from 5:30-9 p.m.

Evening Star Café
2000 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria.

Call 703-549-5051. Visit
www.eveningstarcafe.net/.

Fireflies
1501 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria.

Call 703-548-7200.
Live bluegrass music Sundays dur-

ing brunch, starting at 11 a.m. No cover
charge.

Freddie’s Beach Bar and Res-
taurant

555 S. 23rd St., Arlington. Call 703-
685-0555.

Comedy Show every Monday night
at 8 p.m.

Karaoke every Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday at 9 p.m.

Drag Show every Sunday at 9 p.m.

The Fish Market
105 King St., Alexandria. Shows at 9

p.m. Call 703-836-5676. Visit
www.fishmarketoldtown.com.

Galaxy Hut
2711 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. Shows

begin at 9:45 p.m. $5 cover.
www.galaxyhut.com

Iota Club and Café
2832 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. Call

703-522-8340.

Ireland’s Four Courts
2051 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. Call

703-525-3600. Visit
www.irelandsfourcourts.com

Pat Troy’s Ireland’s Own
111 N. Pitt St., Alexandria. Call 703-

549-4535. Visit
www.pattroysirishpub.com.

Live entertainment nightly. Celtic
harpist plays during Sunday brunch.

Landini Brothers Italian Res-
taurant

115 King St., Alexandria. Call 703-
836-8404. www.landinibrothers.com.

Craig Jackson performs jazz piano
every Friday and Saturday night 8 p.m.-
12 a.m.

La Porta’s
1600 Duke St., Alexandria. 703-683-

6313.
Live Jazz every Monday-Saturday

night with no cover.

From Page 20

Calendar

Browse a variety of books. Free. 703-
838-4566.

Movie Watch. 7 p.m. at Plymouth
Haven Baptist Church. Watch
“Fireproof” and have a discussion.
Childcare provided. Free. 703-360-
4370.

Workshop. 9-11 a.m. at First Baptist
Church, 2932 King St. Free workshop
for parents and teachers. Visit
www.celebratecalm.com for more.

Book Signing. 1-5 p.m. at
Waldenbooks, 5801 Duke St. Author
Jamey Long will sign copies of his
“Possum” books. Free.

SUNDAY/FEB. 1
 Wintering Animals. 1 p.m. at Mason

Neck State Park, 7301 High Point
Road, Lorton. Observe swans, ducks
and other waterfowl. Free. 703-339-
2385.

Magestic Eagles. 3 p.m. at Mason
Neck State Park, 7301 High Point
Road, Lorton. Observe these birds
and learn about their lives. Free. 703-
339-2385.

Wild For Winter Waterfowl. 10:30
a.m. at Mason Neck State Park, 7301
High Point Road, Lorton. Observe
swans, ducks and other waterfowl.
Free. 703-339-2385.

Music Performance. The Marine
Band will perform music from 1961
at Schlesinger Concert Hall, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. Free. Visit
www.schlesingercenter.com or 703-
845-6156.

THURSDAY/FEB. 5
 Reception. 6-8 p.m. Exhibition: “A

Radiant Spirit: The Journey of Mary
Ellen Henderson” from Feb. 5
through March 28 at Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St. Free. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org or 703-
838-4356.

FRIDAY/FEB. 6
 Music Performance. 5 p.m. at

Carlyle House. Hear 18th-century

music and enjoy a candle-lit tour.
703-549-2997 for tickets.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Bishop Ireton, 201 Cambridge Road.
The concert band performs free. Visit
www.usafband.af.mil or 202-767-
5658.

SATURDAY/FEB. 7
 Magestic Eagles. 10:30 a.m. or 3

p.m. at Mason Neck State Park, 7301
High Point Road, Lorton. Observe
these birds and learn about their
lives. Free. 703-339-2385.

Bay View Sunset Walk. 4 p.m. at
Mason Neck State Park, 7301 High
Point Road, Lorton. Observe animals
as they get ready for bed. Free. 703-
339-2385.

Wild For Winter Waterfowl. 10:30
a.m. at Mason Neck State Park, 7301
High Point Road, Lorton. Observe
swans, ducks and other waterfowl.
Free. 703-339-2385.

Boutique District Warehouse Sale.
9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Masonic Memorial,
101 Callahan Drive. Browse items
from local stores and more. Free.

Oral History Lecture. 11 a.m.-1:30
p.m. at Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St. Char
McCargo Bah will give a lecture
about Freedmen’s Cemetery. Free.
703-838-4356.

Awards Reception. 4-8 p.m. Gallery
West, 1213 King St., presents the
“National Juried Exhibition” from
Feb. 4 through March 1. See works
picked by Joey Manlapaz. Free.

Lecture. “Their Voices Can Be Heard,
Part II: The Genealogist’s Way of
Doing Oral History” 11 a.m.-1:30
p.m. at Black History Museum, 902
Wythe St. Free. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org or 703-
838-4356.

SUNDAY/FEB. 8
 Magestic Eagles. 1 p.m. or 3 p.m. at

Mason Neck State Park, 7301 High
Point Road, Lorton. Observe these
birds and learn about their lives.
Free. 703-339-2385.

Wild For Winter Waterfowl. 10:30

a.m. at Mason Neck State Park, 7301
High Point Road, Lorton. Observe
swans, ducks and other waterfowl.
Free. 703-339-2385 for more
information.

Music Performance. David Roth,
Cletus Kennelly and Lori Kelley will
perform at 7 p.m. at Church of the
Resurrection, 2280 N. Beauregard St.
$15/adult; $12/member or in
advance. Visit www.focusmusic.org
or 703-501-6061.

Gallery Talk. 4 p.m. Deborah Ellis and
Barbara Southworth will have
artwork on display at the Athenaeum
Gallery, 201 Prince St., through
March 8. “Painter and Photographer:
Two Processes” is the topic. Free.
703-548-0035.

Music Performance. 2 p.m. at Bishop
Ireton High School. Hear music by
The Duquesne University
Tamburitzan. Tickets required, 1-
877-826-6437.

Valentine’s Cabaret. 3 p.m. at The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. Enjoy
music, cabaret, theater and more.
$35/adult; $25/student. Visit
www.belcantanti.com or 301-266-
7546.

THURSDAY/FEB. 12
 Opening Reception. 6-8 p.m. Target

Gallery presents “BookEnds: The
Book as Art” in their gallery at
Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union St.
from Jan. 22 through Feb. 22. Free.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org or 703-
838-4565.

Art Reception. 6-9 p.m. Gallery West,
1213 King St., presents the “National
Juried Exhibition” from Feb. 4
through March 1. See works picked
by Joey Manlapaz. Free.

Music Performance. 7 p.m. at the
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Hear
music by Jon Carroll. $10/person.
Visit www.nvfaa.org or 703-548-
0035 for tickets.

Performance. 7 p.m. at Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St. Hear
performances, music and more. $10/
person. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org or 703-
838-4356.

Bistro Europa
715 King St., Alexandria. Call 703-

549-0533.

Cameron Perks
4911 Brenman Park Drive, Alexan-

dria. All events are free. Visit
www.cameronperks.com or 703-461-
6900.

Caribbean Breeze
4100 North Fairfax Drive, Arlington.

Call 703-812-7997.
Salsa Lessons every Wednesday at 7

p.m.

Calabash of Alexandria
7305 Richmond Highway, Alexan-

dria, 703-765-0222. Live Music every
Saturday night at 9 p.m. with no cover
charge. Open mic on Wednesdays and
karaoke on Thursdays. Visit http://
calabashofalexandria.com.

Carlyle Club
411 John Carlyle St. Visit

www.thecarlyleclub.com or 703-548-
5953.

Clarendon Ballroom
3185 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. Call

703-469-2244

Clarendon Grill
1101 N. Highland St., Arlington, 703-

524-7455. www.cgrill.com.  Party D.C.
events every Wednesday. Live dance
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By Christa Watters

For the Gazette Packet

This is the 11th in a series of profiles
that chronicle Alexandria’s Living Leg-
ends, people who are today’s history
makers. Living Legends of Alexandria is a
joint project of the Rotary Club of Alexan-
dria and the Alexandria Gazette Packet.
Conceived and directed by Nina Tisara, it
is designed as an ongoing project to iden-
tify and honor those individuals whose
vision and dedication make a tangible
difference to the quality of life in Alexan-
dria. For more information or to
nominate a Legend for next year’s pro-
gram, visit www.tisaraphoto.com/
legends.

E
ula and Melvin Miller
have spent more than
50 years making Alex-
andria a better place to

live. His contributions began with
civil rights law and came to focus
on housing for minority and lower-
income people. Hers focused on
improving the education and skills
of young children and their
caregivers. Both were driven by a
strong sense of justice and equal-
ity.

The Millers have lived in Alex-
andria since January 1958. They
had been married here the year
before, choosing the city as a meet-
ing place between his Army post-
ing in Philadelphia and her home
in North Carolina. When he got
out of the Army, Melvin Miller,
who had graduated from Howard
University Law School in 1955,
was looking for a place to practice
law, and as he had passed the Vir-
ginia Bar Exam, Eula Miller sug-
gested they try the city where they
had married.

Melvin Miller hung out his
shingle on a room upstairs from a
drugstore at the corner of Alfred

and Queen streets. He started with
criminal law practice, but soon
became involved in civil rights ac-
tivism, doing pro bono work on
school desegregation issues,
though not as an attorney of
record, and helping those involved
with the Arlington lunch counter
sit-ins in the early 1960s. He be-
came active in Alexandria city is-
sues, like housing, that affected
African Americans.

“I think everybody has a code
they live by, and I still have that,”
Eula Miller said recently. She had
her first major insight into the
need to fight injustice when she
worked in an Atlantic City hotel
between her junior and senior
years of college. Her job was help-
ing the head housekeeper check
the quality of the maids’ work, in-
specting rooms after they were
cleaned. One day she saw that the
maids had to eat lunch outside at
the back of the hotel in the sum-
mer heat. She worked in an air-
conditioned office. At 19, she re-
acted fiercely to the injustice, urg-
ing them to strike for the right to
eat indoors. “Somebody
squealed,” she said, “and I got
fired. I called my daddy. His re-
sponse was that I clearly needed a
good education.”

Melvin Miller explained his long
pursuit of affordable and acces-
sible housing: “I’ve always felt that
in this city, with all the good in-
tentions people have — when it
comes down to housing the poor,
it’s too easy to do nothing.”

THE MILLERS THEMSELVES
had encountered difficulties find-
ing a place to live within the city
limits when they arrived here, first
renting a room in a teacher’s
home. “You couldn’t rent an apart-
ment outside the African Ameri-
can community. Most teachers,
lawyers and doctors who served
this community lived outside the
city limits in Fairfax or D.C. and

commuted,” recalled Melvin
Miller. In his legal and volunteer
work, he pursued equity and jus-
tice in all areas affecting the civil
rights of individuals, but gradually
housing issues came to dominate
his life, both professionally and in
his civic and volunteer work.

Melvin Miller was born in Sa-
vannah, Ga., but moved as an in-
fant to Haddonfield, N.J.. He
graduated from high school at 16.
A bright student, he’d not always
seen the purpose of academic
striving. A job stocking shelves in
a grocery store quickly showed
him the value of higher education.
Then he heard about St.
Augustine’s College in Raleigh,
N.C., where tuition was $60 a se-
mester and room and board was
$30 a month, including laundry.
He figured he could handle that.
“It was the first place where people
made me think I could do some-
thing meaningful,” Melvin Miller

remembered. He has since encour-
aged many young Alexandrians to
attend the same school, where he
has served on the board of trust-
ees and acted as interim president
for seven months in 1999 while
the board searched for a new
president.

Eula Miller was born in Maxton,
N.C. in 1933 and graduated from
Bennett College in Greensboro in
1953. She later earned a master’s
degree in education from the
George Washington University.
She taught school in Charlotte,
N.C., before her marriage, and
again here in Alexandria after-
ward, but stopped for a while
when the couple’s three children
came along. When she went back
to teaching, she focused on early
childhood. She saw that some chil-
dren were less well prepared than
others, so she started tutoring pro-
grams to help make up the differ-
ences, enlisting the city’s middle

class professionals to help.
She saw a need for better skills

and education for caregivers. By
the early 1970s, she had become
a liaison between the Alexandria
public schools and the new North-
ern Virginia Community College
(NOVA), working to put together
a degree program for classroom
instructional aides. Originally, she
had meant to return to the Alex-
andria school system, but by the
time the program was in place, she
decided to stay at NOVA, where
she eventually became head of the
Early Childhood Education Pro-
gram, a position she still holds.

Angie Godfrey, a former school
board member and director of
Alexandria’s Head Start program,
remembers Eula Miller as some-
one “who will work with anyone
and everyone. She has such a vi-
sion and a sense of how to sup-
port and grow families in a com-
munity.” Eula Miller also orga-
nized a program to help Head
Start families make the transition
to kindergarten.

ONE OF HER GREATEST suc-
cesses was a program for teenage
mothers that provided daycare so
they could attend classes to study
early childhood education. The
goal was to teach them better
parenting skills, but also to give
them the training for careers as
childcare providers, enabling them
to achieve and to care for their
own children. Some went on to
further education, including 4-
year colleges.

“She willed those kids to suc-
ceed,” said Suzanne Chis,
Alexandria’s director of Social Ser-
vices, who has worked with Eula
Miller for many years. One of their
early efforts was the City’s day care
center, which in the early ‘80s did
not have credentialed caregivers.
Eula Miller’s efforts helped turn
the center around by helping pro

J u n e
Geoffray  has
joined the staff
of Senior Ser-
vices of
Alexandria as di-
rector of
deve lopment .
She previously
served as for The
Campagna Cen-
ter.

In her role at SSA, Geoffray will over-
see donor cultivation and relations,
fund-raising activities, and other sources
of funding for the organization, accord

New Director
Of Development

People Notes

Promotions at
Sheriff’s Office

Tony C.
Davis, a 21-year
veteran of the
A l e x a n d r i a
Sheriff’s Office,
was named Un-
dersheriff on
Jan. 22 by Sher-
iff Dana
Lawhorne.  He
succeeds David
M. Rocco, who
retired on Jan. 1
after 29-years of
service. Davis is
now the second in command of the
Sheriff’s Office.  Among his new duties

will be oversee-
ing the
Detention Cen-
ter. He has been
a captain and Di-
v i s i o n
Commander of
Administrative
Services since
July 2005.

Three other
longtime mem-
bers of the
Sheriff’s Office
have also been
promoted. Civil-
ian Commander Wendy Webb, a
23-year veteran, and Frank Milano, a
26-year veteran, were promoted to cap-
tain. Carlton Dewberry, who has
served 20 years, was promoted to lieu-

tenant.
Webb, who re-

sides in the
Alexandria sec-
tion of Fairfax
County, started
her career in the
A l e x a n d r i a
Sheriff’s office as
a deputy in
1986.    She was
named sergeant
in 1991 and in
1995 promoted
to a civilian su-
pervisory position.  In 2006 she became
Division Chief and commanded the Ad-
ministrative Support Section.

Milano, a New Jersey native, began
his career in Alexandria in 1983 as a
deputy.  He was promoted to sergeant

in 1989 and to
lieutenant in
2002.  He has
held various su-
p e r v i s o r y
positions and
currently is as-
signed to
Judicial and Spe-
cial Operations
Division, in
charge of war-
r a n t s ,
transportation
and special op-
erations.

Dewberry, a retired U. S. Marine
Corps captain, joined the sheriff’s office
as a deputy in 1989.  He currently serves
as training coordinator.  He was pro-
moted to sergeant in 2002.

Undersheriff
Tony C. Davis

Captain
Frank Milano

Captain
Wendy Webb

Lieutenant
Carlton
Dewberry

Living Legends

Working To Make Life Better in Alexandria
The dedication
of Eula and
Melvin Miller.

Melvin Miller

See New, Page 22
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Living Legends

From Page 22

Couple Dedicates Their Lives to Others

Eula Miller

Note

vide staff training through the
programs at NOVA. While some
staffers resisted change at first,
Chis said, Eula Miller’s positive
outlook provided a circle of rein-
forcement that encouraged people
to grow and brought about posi-
tive change. It was the first center
for low-income children in the
country to receive national ac-
creditation.

Carol Farrell, director of the Of-
fice for Early Childhood Develop-
ment in the Department of Human
Services, also has worked with
Eula Miller for years and watched
her design the courses and open
up ways to make the collaboration
with NOVA work. “Her goal is to
break down barriers to achieve
what’s best for children,” said
Farrell. “The core of what she’s
done is her willingness, her pas-
sion, her advocacy for children and
their caregivers and mothers.”

Farrell and Chis both note that
the story continues. NOVA still
maintains a Head Start classroom
and playground on the campus
that serves city residents. Three
years ago, when the city identified
a need to provide more training
for English language learners who
work as caregivers, Eula Miller
helped develop a program that
combined interpretation and spe-
cialized language training with a
focus on early childhood educa-
tion. While learning English, they
were also taught better classroom
and childcare practices.

Back when the Millers were
starting their family, it became
clear that pro bono civil rights
cases weren’t going to pay the
bills, and Melvin Miller took a job
as an attorney at the Federal Hous-
ing Administration, the predeces-

sor to today’s Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development
(HUD). Ultimately, he became di-
rector of HUD’s Metropolitan
Washington Office. He quit HUD
in 1969, but returned in 1977 as a
deputy undersecretary in the
Carter administration. He retired
from the agency in 1997.

EARLY ON, Melvin Miller’s civil
rights activism led him to become
a member of a group of Alexan-
dria African Americans who met
regularly to study issues affecting
their community and work to im-
prove the situation. The group was
called the Secret Seven. “We didn’t
give ourselves that name,” he said.
We were actually eight. We think
it was an FBI informer who named
us after infiltrating the group,” he
said. “Nobody was in charge, but
we agreed we would have one
spokesperson. I was mostly that
person.”

The group always met at 10 p.m.
or later, Melvin Miller recalled.
“We pledged to be available to help
each other and discuss critical is-
sues at any time of day or night,
by phone or in person. But we also
socialized, sometimes gathering
with our wives, not talking busi-
ness.”

The members became active in
the political process, interviewing
candidates who were willing. Be-
cause many of them were federal
employees restricted by the Hatch
Act, which limited political activi-
ties of government workers, they
would ask other prominent mem-
bers of the community to endorse
candidates based on the research
of the Secret Seven.

Melvin Miller unsuccessfully ran
for City Council in 1963 and for
mayor in 1976, but felt it was im-

portant to challenge the system
and set a precedent for African
Americans. He was appointed to
the Alexandria Housing and Rede-
velopment Authority (ARHA) in
1970, serving as chair until 1977,
when he returned to HUD. Miller
was a member of the School Board
from 1986 to 1993, serving as
chair from 1990 to 1992. He was
appointed to the State Council of
Higher Education by Gov. Linwood
Holton in 1971. He served for
eight years.

Melvin Miller is proudest of his
work in the 1970s, when he,
George Cook, Wiley Mitchell and
Ira Robinson sat down in Mitchell’s
kitchen and drafted a resolution
that led to an agreement between
the City and ARHA that no public
housing in the city would be de-
stroyed unless there was a provi-
sion for one-for-one replacement.
Though modified somewhat in the
1980s to allow “publicly assisted”

units that were not directly public
housing, that agreement still un-
derlies the City’s housing policy, he
said.

Melvin Miller was reappointed
to the ARHA board in 2000 and
has been chair since 2001. Connie
Ring, another ARHA board mem-
ber, said Miller’s strength has been
his ability to look at ARHA devel-
opment projects and come up with
a viable way to redevelop neigh-
borhoods. For example, doing the
Glebe Park and Bland projects to-
gether worked because of the high
land value in the Bland neighbor-
hood, which saved city taxpayers
money. The combination of re-
placement public housing with
market value housing has made
the whole project economically
feasible, Ring said. The project was
approved on Oct. 18, 2008.

“Except for the determination,
skills and perseverance of Melvin,
I don’t think we would have been

able to get the whole project
through City Council. Of course
Council and other civic leaders
contributed a lot to the process,
but the one person who was in-
dispensable was Melvin.”

Ring also remembers Melvin
Miller’s contribution to civil rights
efforts in years past, and remem-
bers Eula Miller cooking breakfast
for some of their gatherings at the
Miller home.

Ferdinand Day cited Melvin
Miller’s time as a spokesman for
the Secret Seven, and called him
“a trusted friend for a half century.
As a civil rights attorney, he in-
spired and provided courageous
leadership to generations in search
of justice and equality.”

Former School Board member
Shirley Tyler said she relied on
Melvin Miller for advice and coun-
sel for many years. She appreci-
ated his insights on education, but
also on public housing issues. Tyler
said she thinks Alexandria’s hous-
ing policies have been more suc-
cessful than in other places. “Small
clusters give a sense of commu-
nity,” she said. She also cited the
importance of residents’ “sense
that people like Melvin were on
their side and looking out for their
interests.” She believes that scat-
tered site housing has been a posi-
tive development.

The Millers had three children,
one of whom is deceased. They are
proud that their children were
educated at Amherst, Harvard,
Yale, Stanford, Georgetown, and
the George Washington School of
Law. All four of their grandchil-
dren live in Alexandria within min-
utes of their grandparents’ home.
Their children explain the return
to Alexandria after their schooling
this way: “We like home.”

Taylor Run
INAUGURAL EXCITEMENT

Our neighborhood, like the rest
of the world, paid attention in vari-
ous ways, to the inauguration of
President Obama.

Two California couples staying
at a B&B tried to board Metro for
two hours before they gave up.

Dorothea Peters and Lucelle
O’Flaherty took a taxi into D.C.,
showed their purple tickets to a
guard, who refused to let them in.
They dutifully followed his orders
to enter the tunnel, a move less
than popular with the hordes al-
ready there.

“We’ve been here since 5 a.m.!”
rang out.

Despite thermal underwear and
foot warmers (very uncomfortable
when cold, says Dorothea) our
heroines were uncomfortably cold.
When they ran into Judge Nolan
Dawkins, thwarted in his attempt
to reach the office where he was
supposed to be, Alexandria looked
better all the time, so they all went
back to Market Square.

Mary and Peter Newbould, with
silver tickets, fared well. They took
a bus in, saw the ceremony per-
fectly, and when caught in conges-
tion afterwards, resourcefully
walked until they reached a work-
ing Metro station.

Katherine Morrison,
housebound by a cold, was thrilled
to tears by the whole thing, espe-

cially Aretha Franklin’s hat.

REFORM KILLED
The League of Women Voters,

formed from the suffragettes who
fought so long and hard to extend
the franchise to women, works
doggedly to ensure the fairness
and justice of elections.

This year the Virginia state
league is studying the decennial
redistricting. We hope for a non-
partisan commission. A bill estab-
lishing one has passed in the Sen-
ate each of the last two years; Gov.
Tim Kaine has declared it a prior-
ity. All of our legislators (with the
possible exception of Sen. Dick
Saslaw, who declares himself in
favor of gerrymandering as long

as he gets to do it), support the
proposal.

MURDER AT DAWN
Judy Miller, president of the lo-

cal league, and L.K. Hunt, state
legislation chairman, were there-
fore distressed to see that a small
subcommitee of the House P.& E.
Committee, had, at the crack of
dawn — (literally it was 7 a.m.)
on Martin Luther King Day, killed
the bill on a 4-2 vote. The four
votes were Republicans.

We do hope that the bill may be
revived and given a fair chance at
a floor vote, in which every
delegate’s vote will be recorded.

— Lois Kelso Hunt

Neighborhoods

For more information or to nominate a Legend for
next year’s program, visit www.tisaraphoto.com/legends.
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ing to Janet Barnett, executive
director, SSA.

“To continue to provide ser-
vices and bring comfort to our
community of seniors and their
families, especially in times of
economic challenges, we are very
pleased to welcome June
Geoffray, to help us expand our
funding base and thereby serve
the needs of the growing senior
population in our community,”
Barnett said.

SSA partners with other chari-
table organizations and the City
to provide programs and ser-
vices, including Meals on Wheels,
low cost transportation, and as-
sistance with life and financial
management needs.

New Director
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45OFF
Any Complete

Refinishing Project$
HOLIDAY CHEER! America’s preferred refinisher

since 1979!

Don’t Replace It -

Refinish it!

Completely restore your

BATHTUBS
WALL TILES OR COUNTERTOPS

to just like new for up to 75% less than replacing!

Miracle Method®

SURFACE RESTORATION

www.MiracleMethod.com

Offer good through Jan. 31, 2009 Call today for a free estimate.

703-738-4801

New Price!
614 N. Columbus St.

Old Town
Classic Old Town semi
detached town home
combining original details
with contemporary upgrades.
Renovated LL.  3 bedrooms
& 2 baths.   $740,000

Open Saturday, 1/31 from 1-4pm

Geoffrey Clopton Jr.
301-351-3772

Geoffrey Clopton Sr.
301-252-6406

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

Opinion

See Ticer,  Page 27

By Patsy Ticer

State Senate (D-30)

I
 chaired the first meeting of the year for Agri-
culture, Conservation and Natural Resources
on Monday morning and we managed to
quickly complete our rather short docket be-

cause several bills were carried over to the next
meeting.

The committee heard excellent testimony from two
experts on the oyster industry, and attempts to re-
store its success. There is an effort to stay with the
reintroduction of native oysters by the practice of

aquaculture. While the restoration
has been successful in places such
as the Lynnhaven River in Virginia
Beach and the lower Rappahannock
River, it must by done at the right

scale. One of the bills on which we dwelled was Sena-
tor Howell’s concerning dangerous and vicious dogs.

It seems that no matter what the subject matter
is, there is an enormous amount of controversial tes-
timony on any animal legislation. While Senator
Howell’s bill did not pass because of a tie vote, she
felt she would be able to work to achieve compro-
mise over the year and try again next year. Senator
Hangar had two bills which passed out of commit-
tee and one of these established a non-profit corpo-
ration to foster collaboration and partnerships to
raise money for projects providing environmental
education, pollution prevention and citizen moni-
toring and promote the mission of the foundation.

I was glad to see this bill pass, as well as one of

Senator Whipple’s to expand and continue the fund-
ing process for the Virginia Natural Resources Foun-
dation. This foundation was begun last year as a joint
project of environmental organizations and farm in-
terests and it addresses non-point pollution by as-
sisting farmers with best management practices to
prevent run-off from their farms into streams, the
water supply and ultimately the Bay. I was a co-pa-
tron on this bill.

I had two minor bills on Monday, one to honor farm-
ers who have implemented nutrient management
plans and best management practices. The other bill
was to take care of an administrative change in re-
porting.

ON INAUGURATION DAY we went into session
early so we could watch the event on television, which
had been set up all over the General Assembly Build-
ings, on the floor of the House and Senate and in
large meeting rooms. I found it particularly moving
to sit in my own seat on the floor of the Senate and
watch the historic event on the boards that usually
tally our votes. We didn’t share the wonder of actu-
ally being on site with all our fellow citizens who
made such a Herculean effort to travel there, but it
was still thrilling.

Local Government has been one of my committee
assignments since the beginning of my Senate ser-
vice, and when it met Tuesday afternoon, I introduced
Alexandria’s charter bill which allows City Council
to impose term limits on all boards and commissions

Flurry of Bills in Week Two

Richmond

Report
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Sports

Sports Briefs

Victory over West Potomac
Friday night extends four-year
win streak for T.C. Williams

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette Packet

A
s members of the T.C. Williams
boy’s basketball team casually
trickled out of the locker room
following another ho-hum Pa-

triot District victory — this time a 68-37
win over West Potomac — it was easy for
them to overlook the significance of the
event.

The Titans have won so much for so many
years within their own district that only a
loss would get their attention at this point.
The throttling of the Wolverines last Friday
night was T.C. Williams 60th-straight win
within the Patriot District — a streak that
spans more than four seasons, three Gilbert
Arenas knee surgeries, and two Presidents.

“The streak is very important because
that’s the backbone of all our operations,”
said senior Edward Jenkins, who along
with senior Dominique Copeland, has
never lost a district game in his four years
on the varsity squad. “For us to keep it
going, it means a lot to the team. It shows
the team and every player is growing and
taking care of business.”

The formula was no different against
West Potomac, as the Titans jumped out
to a 12-2 lead in the first quarter and never
looked back, more than doubling up the
Wolverines, entering halftime with a 35-17
lead. Junior Billy Rowland led the team with
13 points and five rebounds, while Jenkins
chipped in 10 points.

THE VICTORY over West Potomac capped
off a week that saw perhaps the biggest
challenge the streak has faced ever, as T.C.
Williams (14-2 overall, 9-0 Patriot District)
survived against district foe Hayfield, 71-
66, in an overtime affair last Wednesday

night. The Titans then fol-
lowed up their win over West
Potomac Friday by barely ex-
tending their district winning
streak to 61 games with a 67-
66 victory over Annandale
Monday night after Yates hit
a game-winning shot with
under six seconds to play.

Oftentimes coaches point
to tough losses during the
regular season as character
building assets, and Titans
coach Julian King has wor-
ried at times about whether
his team is developing the
necessary fortitude to make
another run to a state title
considering they’ve experi-
enced so few defeats over the
years.

But this streak is bigger
than any one opponent — it
has transformed into a call to
duty for everyone involved.
With others aiming to de-
throne them, the streak has
become a sense of pride for
the Titans.

Talk to any of the members of the team,
and it’s clear they believe that the mental
toughness that has come as a result of pro-
tecting such lofty status within the North-
ern Region has proven more beneficial than

any loss could.
“These district games are more important

than any games we play,” said junior Ryan
Yates. “[Jenkins] and [Copeland] have been
here since they were freshmen, so this

means more to them than
anyone. I make sure I play
my hardest for them.”

“We just pass the torch,”
said Copeland. “We expect
them to keep it going.”

IN RECENT WEEKS, play-
ers have begun flashing a
diamond symbol with their
hands as part of pre- and
post-game festivities as a way
of signifying the dynasty that
T.C. Williams boy’s basketball
has become within the entire
Northern Region.

West Potomac coach David
Houston thinks someone will
beat these Titans eventually,
but could only shrug his
shoulders when the thought
of when came up.

“Unfortunately I’ve been
on the other end of some of
those 60,” he said. “What T.C.
does is if you have a weak-
ness, they’ll bring it out in
you.”

All this adds up to a small
drop off in victories for this
year’s Titans, who lost nine
seniors and their head coach
from last season’s state
championship team.

What was once just a win-
ning streak is now a way of
life.

“Guys spend all day in this
school, come into the gym,
and put in a lot of work just
so we can keep the streak
going,” said Jenkins.

But here’s the scary part,
courtesy of someone who
hasn’t experienced district

defeat since our current President had just
started his first term as senator.

“We’ve been doing this for three or four
years straight, undefeated,” said a grinning
Copeland. “And we can get better.”

T.C. Williams sophomore Darrick Wood goes up for a dunk
in last Friday’s 66-37 win over West Potomac — the Titans’
60th-consecutive Patriot District victory. A 67-66 win over
Annandale Monday night extended the run to 61 games.

The Streak Hits 60-Plus

T.C. Williams
Softball Clinics

The T.C. Williams High School Softball
Boosters are offering pre-season clinics
for Alexandria softball players.

Pitching clinics will be held from 8 to
9 p.m. on Monday evenings, Feb. 2 and
9 in the auxiliary gym at the school, 3330
King St., Alexandria. T.C. Williams head
varsity coach Jennifer Moshier will lead
the clinics. The cost is $15 for a single
night.

The boosters are offering two more
softball clinics for Alexandria softball
players on Saturday, Feb. 7 and 21. The
clinics will be led by T.C. Williams

coaches Jennifer Moshier, Dan Cortright,
Michelle Salmiery and Katie Frawley, who
will provide instruction and practice time
for throwing, catching, hitting and pitch-
ing. The clinics will be held in the auxil-
iary gym. Girls in grades four through
seven should attend from 8 to 10 a.m., and
girls in grades eight through 12 should
attend from 10 a.m. to noon. The cost is
$15 for both Saturdays.

To register for the clinics, contact Moshier
at jennifer.moshier@acps.k12.va.us. Each
pitching clinic session will be limited to six
players. The T.C. Williams softball team’s
home opener is March 20. The team’s sched-
ule is posted at http://
w w w. t c w i l l i a m s a t h l e t i c s . o r g /

index.cfm?action=main.team&ID=3558.

Area Adult
Swim Meet

Regional competitive swimmers, ages 18
to 83 will be heading to the tropics this
weekend — in Alexandria. The George
Washington Rec Center will be filled with
colorful Hawaiian shirts, leis, coconuts, and
calypso music at the fifth annual Tropical
Splash. One of four U.S. Masters swim
meets held in the area each year, the event
has a reputation for a relaxed atmosphere
that makes competition fun for adults. The
event is hosted by the local Masters swim

club, Alexandria Masters Swimming and
will take place Feb. 1 beginning at 7:45 a.m.

Charity Bowling
Participants, family, friends and support-

ers of Fairfax Adult Softball, Inc. (FAS)
united together on Sunday, Jan. 25, for the
9th Annual Bowling Tournament to benefit
Northern Virginia Special Olympics and
Fairfax County Park Authority field improve-
ments; 225 participants contributed their
time and spirits to raiseºover $9200 in this
year’s tournament. FAS has been involved
in raising funds for Special Olympics for 19
years.

 “The streak is …
the backbone of
our operations.”
 — Senior Edward Jenkins
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Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or  mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com
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Opinion

By David Horton,

Alexandria Plant Manager,

Virginia Paving Company

V
irginia Paving is a bet-
ter company and com-
munity partner today
because of the Special

Use Permit (SUP) City Council
passed in 2006.

Three years ago, City staff and
elected officials, working closely
with civic association leaders, de-
veloped 78 SUP condi-
tions for the company.
Today, because of the
SUP process, annual as-
phalt production is reduced, a full-
time City inspector is enforcing the
conditions, nighttime production
is closely monitored, and the Vir-
ginia Paving SUP/Community Li-
aison Committee is meeting sev-
eral times a year to discuss and
evaluate plant activity and facility
improvements.

AS REQUIRED in the SUP, Vir-
ginia Paving has made extensive
equipment upgrades. This in-
cludes installing state-of-the-art
“blue smoke” emission-capturing
systems that were designed to en-

hance coexistence between resi-
dential and industrial areas. Ad-
ditionally, a new fleet of clean-
emission dump trucks was pur-
chased and one of the largest
storm water management systems
in the City of Alexandria was in-
stalled.

It is because of the SUP that the
Alexandria plant is one of the
cleanest and environmentally-ef-
ficient facilities in Virginia. Last
year, the Virginia Recycling Asso-

ciation, which is the
leading resource of recy-
cling information for the
general public, the Vir-

ginia General Assembly and local
governments, named the Alexan-
dria plants’ recycling program as
“the most outstanding in Virginia”.

Just this month, the National
Asphalt Pavement Association
picked the Alexandria plant as a
national finalist for the Ecological
Award, which promotes safe and
responsible environmental prac-
tices based on design layout, clean
operation, and maintenance prac-
tices. The Association also named
VirginiaPaving.com the best Web
site in the nation.

Virginia Paving works exception-

ally hard at building and maintain-
ing the highway systems
Alexandrians and Virginians de-
pend upon for every facet of their
lives. This manufacturing busi-
ness, which provides 175 good
paying jobs, has been operating at
the same location in the City since
1960. Just a few hundred yards
from the Beltway, its immediate
neighbors include the Covanta
Waste-to-Energy facility, ware-
houses filled with auto shops and
dry cleaners, several railroad
tracks, and the Summer’s Grove
and Cameron Station residential
communities.

COMMON GOOD came out of
the SUP process. Besides a better
understanding of the expectations
of the local community, Lane Con-
struction Corporation, which owns
Virginia Paving, instituted a com-
munity service program at all of
its locations throughout the east
coast. This program was devel-
oped and instituted company-wide
because Virginia Paving heard
time-and-again it was not support-
ing the Alexandria community.

Virginia Paving supports the Al-
exandria community. When asked,

the plant provides donations and
support to dozens of Alexandria
charities, non-profits and events.
Some include: First Night Alexan-
dria; Cameron Station’s 10-year
Anniversary Celebration; Tucker
Elementary School PTA; Alexan-
dria YMCA; Alexandria Earth Day;
Salvation Army; Colin Casey Race;
Animal Welfare League; Breast
Cancer Walk; Senior Services; Sub-
stance Abuse Prevention Coalition

of Alexandria; and Parent Leader-
ship Training Institute.

Understanding the challenge to
continually improve operations,
Virginia Paving employees clearly
recognize we are a part of the
greater-Alexandria community.
Virginia Paving is committed to
doing what’s best for Alexandrians
and is a better company because
of the Special Use Permit City
Council passed in 2006.

Plant manager David Horton announcing Virginia
Paving’s “Dump Trucks for Charities” program in August
of 2008.

A Better Company Because of Special Use Permit

Commentary

  “Meet
    The
 Legends”

Sunday,
February 8,

3-5 P.M.
The Carlyle Club,

411 John Carlyle St.
$25 in advance/
$30 at door
Write checks to
APAA and send to:
Living Legends,
1607 King Street,
Alexandria, VA 22314
HONORING 2008
LEGEND NOMINEES:
Engin Artemel,
Donna and Mel
Bergheim, Kathryn
A. Brown, William
D. Euille, Charles
Euripides, Bernard
M. Fagelson, Thomas
“TJ” Fannon, Lillie
Finklea and Louise
Massoud, Canton
Funn, Arlene Hewitt,
Susan B. Kellom,
John D. Kling, Marlin
G. Lord, Eula and
Melvin Miller, James
P. Moran, Michael
Oliver, Del Pepper,
George Pera, Alice
Quint, Elbert
Ransom, Jr., Jane
Ring, Charlotte Ross,
Pam St. Clair,
Charlene Schiff,
The Steuerle Family,
The Swanson Family,
and Pat Troy.

Living Legends of
Alexandria (LLA) is an
ongoing project of the
Rotary Club of
Alexandria and the
Alexandria Gazette
Packet to identify, honor
and chronicle today’s
history makers. Nina
Tisara is project
director/ photographer.
LLA is funded in part
through a grant from the
Alexandria Commission
for the Arts.
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teaching positions that have a
direct impact on children should
be the last thing we cut.

Superintendent Sherman wisely
proposed converting janitorial
staff to contracting positions in an
effort to cut costs and better af-
ford new initiatives. All current
custodians would have retained
their jobs and the system would
have saved $500,000 a year. Yet
after a meeting with representa-
tives of the labor community, the
proposal was nixed.

We’re in a bind because about
85 percent of the ACPS budget is
spent on staff salary and benefits.
If we must reduce our labor costs,
isn’t there a better way to do it
than by eliminating teachers?

As enrollment continues to in-
crease, cuts in teaching positions
seem unwise at best. And this is
bigger than just custodial staff.
What about food service, grounds
maintenance and transportation?
Would contracting these services
help us better afford universal pre-
K and the “exemplary academic
program” promised for each
school?

If I’m elected, I will launch a
wholesale review of ACPS staffing
and labor costs and assess how we
can best address this issue. We’ll
see what other districts have done
to learn what’s worked, and what
has not.

If we are truly a community
committed to academic excel-
lence, we have some hard choices
to make. And for the sake of our
children, we’ve got to get it right.

Mimi Carter
Mimi Carter is a candidate for

the Alexandria School Board in
District A. You can learn more
about her at www.mimicarter.org.

Man of Integrity
To the Editor:

Councilman Paul Smedberg’s
specific accomplishments are
many — but we are writing today
to highlight, not what he has done
for our City, but the way he does
it. We admire his character and his
approach to public service. After
nearly six years on the Alexandria
City Council, Paul Smedberg has
demonstrated time and again that
he is a man of integrity, with good
common sense and the intellectual
capability to serve with distinction.
He has the respect of his fellow
Council members, City Staff, and
constituents. He examines all sides
of the issues, listens to arguments
pro and con, and announces his
position only after careful consid-
eration. He is pragmatic and most
importantly he is fair. He truly
seeks ways that best serve the
greater good.

Fiscally, he exemplifies the citi-

zen-representative who asks tough
questions, demands clear answers
and considers the bottom line for
all programs and initiatives. His
thinking is clear, his comments are
to the point, concise and timely
and our City is better for his pres-
ence on the Council. His role on
Council and his pursuit of defin-
ing and refining the role of gov-
ernment has been exemplary. This
City is fortunate that Paul
Smedberg has generously given of
his time and talents in service to
Alexandria. That’s why we are sup-
porting Paul Smedberg for reelec-
tion.

Vola Lawson and
George Pera

Seasoned
Leadership
To the Editor:

We are writing for two reasons.
First, this should serve as a re-
minder to exercise your voice as a
citizen in Alexandria and vote dur-
ing the Democratic caucus on Sat-
urday, Jan. 31 (from noon to 7:30
p.m. at Minnie Howard School).
As most of us realize there are criti-
cal issues that confront us and that
define the need for leadership in
solving them. Our economic situ-
ation, the city and school budgets,
continued services to all citizens,
the improvements to transporta-
tion, the on-going needs for edu-
cation, and our quality of life can-
not be addressed without strong
political leadership. So voting for
candidates for City Council is im-
portant.

Second, we need seasoned lead-
ership, based on experience and
grounded in proven dedication to
service. We feel that leadership
will be provided through the re-
election of Tim Lovain to City
Council. He is a man of his word
in accomplishing many of the
things he promised to do, and has
the vision to continue to build on
that record. He deserves your vote.

Meredith Taylor, Kenneth
Taylor, James S. Roberts

Alexandria Citizens for Lovain

Independent
Thinker
To the Editor:

On Saturday, Jan. 31, at Minnie
Howard School on Braddock
Road, citizens voting in the Demo-
cratic primary may well select the
next Alexandria City Council.

We, the undersigned, are just a
few of the many supporters of
Boyd Walker who are listed on his
Web site, www.boydwalker
forcouncil.org, which includes
elected and former elected offi-
cials; Alexandria Democratic Com-
mittee members and precinct cap-

tains; and other friends, neighbors
and people who have worked with
Boyd in the community.

Boyd Walker offers a fresh voice
on Council. Like his mother, who
served with distinction on Coun-
cil, he has been outspoken in fa-
vor of mass transit as a critical el-
ement of our future. He was
among the first to speak in favor
of delaying a development plan for
Landmark Shopping Center until
a transit component could be
added.

Boyd has served on the city’s
Budget and Fiscal Affairs Advisory
Committee and understands the
financial crisis we all face. While
he recognizes that our government
will have to make tough decisions,
he is committed to preserving
Alexandria’s heart. He will be de-
voted to reducing the pain for
those least able to handle it.

In addition, Boyd has been an
advocate for remaking
Alexandria’s waterfront in a way
that will open up access to the
public, enhance its tourism value,
and increase its beauty. Most im-
portantly, he will stand against any
development plan that would un-
dermine those goals. We need such
an advocate on Council.

Boyd is also committed to pro-
tecting the environment, espe-
cially when there is a threat to the
health and well-being of our citi-
zenry. Whether it is opposing Vir-
ginia Paving exposing citizens to
pollution or fighting to prevent the
dangerous transloading of ethanol
in close proximity to people, Boyd
is determined to stand up for what
is right.

Boyd and his family recently
moved from Old Town to Del Ray.
His wife is a teacher and his
daughter goes to public school.
Having grown up in Alexandria,
Boyd has a deep connection and
knowledge of our city. He recog-
nizes how vital it is to strengthen
and retain small businesses since
they create jobs. Moreover, he
wants to preserve the diversity and
historic buildings that combine to
make Alexandria unique.

Finally, because Boyd is an in-
dependent businessman who man-
ages and renovates properties, he
is not subject to the conflicts of
interest that can affect other can-
didates who work for companies
that may have an economic stake
in the decisions of Council.

Jamal Awamleh, Kevin
Bailey, David Colton, Paul

Friedman, John Kinney,
Suzanne and Gary Mead,

Tom Parry, Andy Rosenberg,
Rebecca Squires and

Paul Vogel

if it so chooses, and to require
any applicant for land use to fully
disclose all parties who have an
ownership or financial interest in
the land or application that is the
subject of the hearing. It requires
that all parties, members of city
council, members of the planning
commission, members of the
board of zoning appeals and mem-
bers of the board of architectural

review make public any relation-
ship for the 12-month period prior
to such hearing. It carries a Class
1 misdemeanor penalty. The bill
passed out of committee and I
think it will probably pass through
the whole process.

Please visit when you are in
Richmond, and let us know your
opinions on legislation by contact-
ing the Constituent Hotline at 800-
889-0229.

Ticer Reports from Richmond

ALEXANDRIA TRANSIT COMPANY

There will be a public hearing on the ATC 2010 Transit Development 
Program and Budget in the Sister Cities Conference Center (Room 1101), 
City Hall, at 5:30 P.M., on Wednesday, February 4, 2009.

No significant changes in service or fare structure are contemplated in the 
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2009.

The program and budget are available for public inspection during business 
hours at the ATC office, 116 South Quaker Lane, Alexandria, Virginia.

Paul Abramson, Chairman

Legal Notices Legal Notices

Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Candy & Wilfrid Briffa trading as Grounded 

Coffee Shop LLC, 6919 Telegraph Rd, 
Alexandria, VA 22310-3320. The above 

establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a wine and beer on premises 

license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Candy Briffa/owner

ABC LICENSE
Ginger and Spice Inc. trading as Ginger and 
Spice Market, 6548 A Little River Turnpike, 
Suite 124, Alexandria, VA 22312. The above es-
tablishment  is applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Wine and Beer off Premises li-
cense to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverag-
es. Shashi Handa, President

ABC LICENSE
Los Compas DE EL Paso, Inc trading as El 
Paso Mexican Restaurant, 8746 Cooper Rd, 
Alexandria, VA 22309. The above establishment 
is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL for a 
Beer, Wine, Mixed Beverages on Premises 
license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Jose Lopez, President 

Obituary

Joe C. Shkrlac, 82, of Locust Grove, VA went to 

be with his heavenly father at 6:15 am on Janu-

ary 21, 2009 at his home. He was born on May 

12, 1926 in Johnson City, Illinois.

He is predeceased by his parents Joe Shkrlac 

and Rosie Pinter Shkrlac, his sisters Ann Pan-

ko, Mary Kresich, Louise Bennett and Matilda 

Vaughn and brother Mike Zabarac.

He leaves to cherish his loving memory, his wife 

Virginia; sister Catherine Degorica of Marion, IL; 

step children Betty Burnett, husband Al of Day-

ton Beach, FL, William Phillips of Alexandria, 

VA, Deborah McCormack, husband Stephen of 

Culpeper, VA, and Robert Phillips of Locust 

Grove, VA; as well as many nieces, nephews 

and dear friends.

Joe was a loving and devoted Grandpa to Sean 

McCormack of Leesburg, VA, Ryan McCormack 

of Radford, VA, Caityln McCormack of Culpep-

er, VA and Lynn Hathaway of Fairfax, VA.

As a young man Joe was a stonemason in 

Johnson City, Illinois he was drafted into the 

United States Army where he served during 

WWII. After leaving the military he settled in 

Alexandria, VA where he began his career as 

an owner/operator of several Texaco Stations. 

In 2001 he retired after 38 years of service as 

an owner/operator of Woodlawn Texaco on 

Richmond Highway in Alexandria, VA where he 

received numerous awards for excellent service 

to his community. Joe was an active member of 

Good Shepherd Catholic Church in Alexandria, 

VA.

In 2001 he and his wife moved to Locust Grove, 

VA where they both became involved in their 

community. Joe joined Precious Blood Catholic 

Church in Culpeper, VA. He was an avid fisher-

man, hunter, NASCAR fan and a civil war en-

thusiast. He was a lifetime member of the NRA 

and a member of the Ruratans of Lignum, VA.

Joe will forever remain in the hearts of all who 

knew and loved him.

The family will receive friends from 7:00 to 8:30 

pm on Monday. Jan. 26, 2009 at Johnson Fu-

neral Home, Locust Grove. A funeral mass will 

be held at 10:00 am on Tuesday, Jan 27 at Pre-

cious Blood Catholic Church, Culpeper, VA. 

Burial will follow in Culpeper National Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be sent to 

Family Care Home Health & Hospice, 610 Lau-

rel St., Suite 2, Culpeper, VA 22701.

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING DEPARTMENT

REQUEST FOR CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP 
AND/OR MINOR AMENDMENT

The applicants listed below have requested a 
special use permit for a change of ownership.
The Director of Planning and Zoning may ap-
prove the permits unless a request that the ap-
plication be forwarded to City Council is re-
ceived by February 19, 2009

For information about this application, call 703-
838-4666 or write to the Alexandria Department 
of Planning and Zoning, Room 2100, City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

SPECIAL USE PERMIT # 2009-0002
ADDRESS: 1201 Bradock Place
Request for change ownership of a convenience 
store
Applicant: Elen Tedla

SPECIAL USE PERMIT # 2009-0003
ADDRESS: 50 S Pickett Street Unit 24
Request for change ownership of a restaurant
Applicant: Dahab Beyene

Legal Notices



28  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  January 29 - February 4, 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads is a premier
CCRC located in Falls Church, VA.  We cur-

rently have the following CNA openings:

Certified Nursing Assistant
Full Time 7-3 and 3-11 shifts
Full Time Split Shift 7-3/3-11

Requirements:
VA CNA license

1 year skilled care experience

We offer generous FT benefits including tuition
assistance, PTO, 401(k), and more.

Apply online at
www.goodwinhouse.org         EOE

AIR DUCT CLEANERS
20 openings take home $1500-$2000 
weekly plus a $500 sign on bonus after 
1st 90 days.  No experience necessary, 
we train.  Must have own truck or van.  
Apply in person, 7165 Oakland Mills 
Rd., Suite KLM Columbia, MD 21045 off 
Snowden River Pkwy.  Apply today start 
tomorrow.

CARPET CLEANERS
25 openings, take home $1000-$1500 week-
ly, plus a $500 sign on bonus after 1st 90 
days.  No experience necessary, we train. 
Must have own vehicle.  Apply in person 
7165 Oakland Mills Rd., Suite KLM Co-
lumbia, MD 21045 off Snowden River 
Pkwy.  Apply today start tomorrow.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

HVAC TECHS/HELPERS
20 openings.  National company expanding 
to Baltimore and Virginia.  Techs take home 
$1500-$2500 weekly.  Helpers take home 
$1000-$1500 weekly.  Light residential work.  
Must do some cleaning with service.  Compa-
ny will pay a $500 sign on bonus after 1st 90 
days for 1st 20 applicants.  Must have own 
truck or van.  Apply in person 7165 Oakland 
Mills Rd., Suite KLM Columbia, MD 21045 
off Snowden River Pkwy.  Apply today start 
tomorrow.

LEAD TEACHERS
Now recruiting Lead Teachers for Sept. 2009.  
Seeking degreed individuals with an AA or BS 
& early childhood education exp. for our 
NAEYC accredited early education center.  F/T 
position with competitive salaries & benefits. 
Contact  director   @  703-836-9123  or    email 
resume    stanthonysdayschool@gmail.com or 
fax 703-836-1426

MARKETING REPS
FT/PT needed ASAP.  Great pay,
flexible hours, email resume and 

contact phone number to 
homefixcorporation@gmail.com

to schedule an interview.

MEDICAL OFFICE 
INSURANCE CLERK

Immediate FT opening in busy pediatric 
office in Alexandria, M-F, 10-6.  Please 
call Lee Ann at 703-914-8989, ext 128.

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

P/T RECEPTIONIST
Needed for busy chiropractic physical

therapy practice.  Email resumes to

stw123@cox.net

Immediate Openings. Ideal for
students/others. Customer

Sales/Svc. Flex Schedules.  All
ages 18+. Conditions apply.

Call 703-359-7600

2009 EXPANSION
$17.00 Base-Appt.

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Keedo Children’s Boutique in 

Alexandria for sale.  
Interested individuals please 

call:  703-768-9100

CARRER TRAINING          CARRER TRAINING

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Call John Lovaas, 703-917-
6405 or email internship@connection
newspapers.com

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Give me 
where to stand,
and I will move

the earth.
-Archimedes
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

ROGER ROOTER
PLUMBING

MENTION THIS AD FOR 20% OFF

No Job too Small
Senior & Govt. Discounts
Visa, MC Accepted
703-299-4999

PLUMBING PLUMBING

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles
•Repairs •Reroofs
•Flat Roofs
Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

HOUSE
CLEANING
SERVICE

703-433-2023

Exc. Refs., Have Own
Supplies (optional),

Flexible Hours

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

0416-3

0316-1

SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT!
Be the first person to fax in the correct crossword puzzle answers,

and we’ll put your name here! Fax the completed puzzle, with
your name, the puzzle number, and the time and date of the fax,

to the Crossword Puzzle Desk, fax #703-917-0998.
The winner of puzzle #0415-3 is:

F. J. Pepper
Note: Due to space limitations, in some weeks the crossword
may not appear. The next time it appears, it will be the next
one in order, with the answers and winner for this puzzle.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

2 Apartments

2 Rooms w/Bath 
Between, Prof N/S, access 

to kitchen, laundry room, 
house. New house, Manches-
ter Estates, 7 minutes from 

Old Town. Each room 
$800/mo  + $500 deposit. 
Refs. req. 301-899-7066.

3 RE for Rent

Large 1 BR, 1 Bath 
condo, SW Old 
Town, off street 
parking, no pets, 

ref’s, avail 4/1 
$1200. 

703-549-8108

4 RE for Sale

INVESTOR SPECIAL!
Thosands below market value 

703-439-7144

12 Commercial Lease

Impressive single office in 
the heart of Old Town 1/2 
block off King Street. The 

office is graced with stained 
trims, double French doors 

and a fireplace. Contact 
Rob @ 703-548-1810 or 
rob@pmaproperties.com.

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

Lg Multifam Indoor Garage 
Sale. Sat Jan 31 8-1. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
5952 Franconia Rd, Alexan-
dria 22310. Baby/kids items, 
toys, bks, furn, much more!

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

116 Childcare Avail.

Judy’s 
Family Childcare

Childcare with price rate 
fixed. Special needs 
welcome 30 yrs exp. 

State lic. 16 yrs. 
Curriculum based, 

Low turnover/low ratio 
2 teachers w/degrees

Age appr activties
ages 1-4

703-802-1632

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

Nothing is too
small to know,

and nothing too
big to attempt.

-William Van Horne

From Page 27

From Page 10

Opinion

Letters to the Editor

percent, affecting roughly 30,000 people,
or the wealthiest four-tenths of a percent
of Virginians. To further put that increase
in perspective, after a person’s income
reaches $400,000, then each additional
$100,000 of income would result in $1,100
more in taxes. It is also important to keep
in mind that these wealthiest of Virginians
would still enjoy tax relief from the state
grocery tax repeal and, depending on their
circumstances, possibly also from the cor-
porate income tax repeal.

According to data from the Virginia De-
partment of Taxation, the amount of tax
relief provided by the plan is the same as
the revenue raised by the small rate increase

on income over $400,000 per year. There-
fore, while the plan provides much-needed
help to the middle class and small busi-
nesses, overall it is tax and revenue neu-
tral. That means that even the most con-
servative anti-tax Republicans can support
the plan without violating their No Tax
Pledge. By designing the plan to respect this
well-established Republican concern, my
goal is for this to be a serious bipartisan
effort to help people who need it.

With the General Assembly session now
in full swing, we are working long, intense
days addressing hundreds of different is-
sues. If there are particular issues of con-
cern to you, please contact me any time at
DelDEnglin@house.virginia.gov or 703-
549-3203 to share your feedback.

Helping the Middle Class

Leadership
Qualities
To the Editor:

We support Vice Mayor Del Pepper in her
bid for re-election to city council. We be-
lieve you should, too. Alexandrians can be
proud of all of our city council members,
but Del has qualities that set her apart. She
has tremendous experience, astute judg-
ment, and boundless energy. Our commu-
nity is facing many significant challenges
today, and we need Del now more than ever.

Del understands homeowners’ concerns
about their real estate taxes, and she’ll push
for a responsible budget that is fair and pro-
tects core City services. We have full confi-
dence in Del’s judgment in making the tough
choices that will need to be made. She has
seen the city through ups and downs before,
and she will do so effectively again.

Del is a leader in protecting Alexandria’s
environment. She co-chairs the Mirant Com-
munity Monitoring Group, which is work-
ing to clean up the Mirant power plant in
the east end of the city. She is also co-chair-
ing the Norfolk Southern Monitoring Group,
to make sure the ethanol transloading fa-
cility doesn’t endanger Cameron Station
and its environs in the west end. Del was
one of the leaders in pushing for the devel-
opment of Alexandria’s Eco-City initiative,
including the development of an environ-
mental action plan for the city. Del has con-
sistently fought for the DASH bus system,
and for making Alexandria more pedestrian
and bicycle friendly.

Del knows our communities backwards
and forwards. She listens, and does the hard
work — both behind the scenes and in pub-
lic — to strike a careful balance between
preservation and development. Del’s vision,
energy, and hard work are vitally important
for moving Alexandria forward. The Demo-
cratic Caucus is on Jan. 31 at Minnie
Howard School, and the general election is
on May 2. We urge Alexandrians to vote for
her for city council so we can continue to
benefit from her vital leadership.

Scott Barstow
Dorothea Peters

Alexandria

Don’t Reduce
Medicaid Payments
To the Editor:

Today we are facing monumental chal-
lenges in healthcare that we have never
seen before. These challenges in the
economy span across the Commonwealth,
the nation and the world. This trend is now
poised to affect how you receive healthcare.
These uncertain times have caused our lead-
ership in Virginia to consider reductions in
Medicaid payments. If approved, these re-
ductions would severely jeopardize the
healthcare services you and your family re-
ceive.

Medicaid is essential for the most vulner-
able: the elderly, the disabled, children and
the uninsured. Even if you do not receive
Medicaid, cutting reimbursement rates af-
fects those who are insured because it in-
creases the burden on hospitals, and it
causes insurance companies to raise
deductibles and businesses to deny medi-
cal benefits, increasing the number of
people seeking charity care.

The cuts will save the state $55.5 million
but it will cost healthcare providers in the
state $111 million because the federal gov-
ernment matches state Medicaid spending.
This means that every dollar the state cuts,
it has twice the impact on patients and pro-
viders. This is a double strike against
healthcare.

Inova Alexandria Hospital could poten-
tially see a reduction of 67 percent in ex-
pected earnings. As a not-for-profit, all earn-
ings go towards hospital services and com-
munity programs. This will impact purchas-
ing new equipment and offering services.

Is there another way to reduce the ex-
penses of Virginia? Yes. Gov. Tim Kaine has
offered to offset some of the Medicaid costs
of treating smoking-related illnesses by in-
creasing the existing cigarette tax up 30
cents per pack. We urgently need citizens
like yourself to send letters to our senators
and delegates in Richmond explaining what
these potential cuts will mean for our com-
munity, hospital services and the health care
safety net of Northern Virginia.

Christine Candio
CEO, Inova Alexandria Hospital
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