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People

Getting To Know …
Potomac resident and
renowned painter
Howard Behrens

Howard Behrens at work in his studio. He has sold paintings to Donald
Trump, Luciano Pavarotti, and George H.W. Bush, among others.

P
otomac’s Howard Behrens is a
palette knife painter who special-
izes in outdoor scenes that have
been characterized as expression-

ist works. Light, color, and texture define
his works.He has been ranked among
America’s most-collected artists for the last
20 years, and before starting his fulltime
professional career as a painter, he earned
a master’s degree in art and he was the chief
artist at the U.S. Government Printing Of-
fice in Washington, D.C.

His works have been on the covers of
many major art publications and he has
been the subject of numerous feature sto-
ries in magazines and newspapers. His list
of collectors includes former President
George H.W. Bush and Mrs. Barbara Bush,
Luciano Pavarotti, the late Princess
Diana,and Donald Trump.

For more information, go to “About the
Artist” at www.howardbehrens.com.

Q: Where are you from originally? What
brought you to Potomac and how long have
you lived here?

A: I’m originally from Chicago, but my
parents moved to the D.C./Md. suburban
area when I was six years old. I have lived
here ever since.

Q: Where did you get your education and
in what areas?

A: I have both a B.A. and an M.A. in fine
art from the University of Maryland.

Q: How long have you been painting and
how did you begin? Have you been a pro-
fessional artist your whole life or have you
worked in other fields as well?

A: I have been painting since I was a child.
For 17 years, I was the chief artist at the
Government Printing Office in Washington,
D.C. — but I left the government to work
as a fulltime fine artist in 1981. I have
worked solely as a professional artist since
then and have had more than 250 One Man
Shows both domestically and internation-
ally since then.

Q: How would you describe your style
and painting technique? Do you dabble in
other art forms at all?

A: I am a palette knife artist. I stopped
painting with brushes in 1976. I’ve worked
with a palette knife almost exclusively since
then.

See Behrens  Page 11
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See Tree,  Page 7

See Speed,  Page 4

By Aaron Stern

The Almanac

L
ong in the making, an amended law
that regulates the cutting of trees on
large properties in Montgomery

County continues to slog through the legis-
lative process. Changes to the Forest Con-

servation Law have been in the works for
more than two years, but neither of two
separate proposals from County Council-
man Marc Elrich (D-at large) and the Mont-
gomery County Planning Board ever gar-
nered enough momentum in the council last
year to head to a vote. Now the County
Executive’s office has stepped in and —

through the Department of Environmental
Protection hopes — to put forth a compre-
hensively amended law for consideration.

“What we’ve seen happen is that the bill
has kind of faltered. The full council had
significant concerns and things weren’t
moving so our staff took kind of a step back
… [and] said, ‘how can we approach this?’
said Jennifer Hughes, special assistant to
County Executive Ike Leggett (D).

The new approach could ultimately make
the law applicable to lots far smaller than
the large, 40,000-plus-acre lots that the law

currently applies to, said Bob Hoyt, the di-
rector of the county’s Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection.

AS WRITTEN in 1992, the law applies to
large lots, requiring a certain percentage of
forest that is disturbed on those lots to be
replanted either onsite or elsewhere in the
county. Both land owners and the Montgom-
ery County Planning Board staff have long
said that the language of the law is vague

Executive branch wades in to offer new
approach to regulating tree removal in county.

Revisions for Forest Conservation Law Plod On

By Aaron Stern

The Almanac

B
y Mark Stamm’s semi-scien-
tific calculations, it takes
roughly 13 or 14 seconds
for a car to decelerate from

40 MPH to 30 MPH without applying
the brakes. By those same methods
— tested on roads of various grade
around Potomac in three or four dif-
ferent vehicles,
Stamm said — it
takes only 3 or 4
seconds to travel
100 yards at 40
MPH without
applying the
brakes.

Stamm be-
came intimately
familiar with
those equations
late last year
when he was
ticketed doing
41 MPH in a 30
MPH zone by a
mobile speed
camera unit
parked in the
9700 block of
River Road at the crest of the hill de-
scending into Potomac Village.
Stamm said the van that got him was
parked just 100 yards beyond a sign
marking the limit approaching
Potomac Village as 30 MPH after
three miles of 40 MPH restrictions

Speed cameras
catching speeders
and attention.

Eyes on
The Side
Of the Road

A light snow left Brickyard Road wet and relatively empty of cars on Tuesday.

A light snow fell overnight,
closing Montgomery
County Public Schools on
Tuesday, Jan. 27, with
more snow predicted at
the Almanac’s deadline.
Matt Egger uses a snow
blower to clear a
neighbor’s driveway.

Birds will have to make do with
snow in this Potomac birdbath.

Seasonably
White

Photos by Mary Kimm/The Almanac

“It’s really
aimed at

getting people
to slow down
where people
live and kids
are going to

school.”
— Esther Bowring,
County spokesper-

son
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From Page 3

News

between there and the I-495 interchange, giving
him and other drivers plenty of time to build up
steam and little to slow down.

STAMM WROTE to County Councilman Roger
Berliner (D-1) and Maryland State Del. Kathleen
Dumais (D-15) to complain about what he thought
were “gotcha” tactics used by the Montgomery
County Police Department to ramp up county rev-
enue in a time of fiscal struggles through the delib-
erate use of speed traps.

He contested his case in court, where he claims
the judge told everyone contesting their camera tick-
ets that the only acceptable “not guilty” plea was if
someone else had been driving their car at the time
the ticket was issued, and to present that driver.

Since then the van has been replaced by a perma-
nent camera that likely has gotten the attention of
many local drivers. In an email sent to Stamm on
Sept. 16 of last year, the director of the Montgom-
ery County Police Department’s Traffic Division,
Capt. John A. Damskey said that in evaluating the
traffic along River Road more than one quarter of
all drivers exceeded the posted 30 MPH speed limit
by at least 11 MPH — the rate at which the safe
speed cameras are triggered to photograph speed-
ing cars — and more than five percent of drivers
were exceeding the limit by at least 21 MPH.

“If drivers are obeying the previous 40 MPH speed
limit they have nothing to fear from our cameras,”
Damskey wrote to Stamm. The camera in the 9700
block of River Road — there is also one north of
Potomac Village just beyond Potomac Elementary
School on River Road — was installed due to in-
creased bike and pedestrian traffic brought by the
recently completed path on the north side of River
Road, Damskey wrote.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY’S Safe Speed program
began in April, 2007 with mobile van units and per-
manent speed cameras that have increased in num-
ber since then. Tickets are $40 each, and the pro-
ceeds generated from the tickets fund County Ex-
ecutive Ike Leggett’s Pedestrian Safety Initiative. That
fund targets pedestrian safety improvements in high
incidence areas by improving pedestrian and bike
networks through intersection modifications, en-

hanced sidewalks, pedestrian signals and street light-
ing, and a variety of traffic calming measures. The
program generated $6.2 million in the 2008 fiscal
year and is projected to net $7.5 million, according
to a press release put out by the County Executive’s
office last September.

“It’s really aimed at getting people to slow down
where people live and kids are going to school, and
that’s pretty much what the county has done is evalu-
ated those areas where the traffic is going the fastest
and those areas where it’s conducive [to installing
the cameras],” said Esther Bowring, a spokesperson
for the county.

Though there is no regulation in the law that speci-
fies the distance between a posted speed limit sign
and a speed camera, Bowring said that all camera
zones are preceded by posted notices that drivers are
entering areas where speeds are enforced by the cam-
eras. The cameras are only posted on community
neighborhoods and near schools and subsequently
are not located in any zones where the speed limit is
higher than 35 MPH.

Stamm, for one, doesn’t agree, and neither do many
other county residents, if the existence of at least two
blogs — stopbigbrothermd.org and
safespeedmontgomery.com — devoted to critiques of
those cameras suggests. When it took two months to
replace a speed limit sign near the Village late last
year, Stamm said it became clear that controlling
speed isn’t as important to the county as raising rev-
enue is.

“If you need a tax, call it a tax but don’t claim that
this is one thing when it’s something else,” Stamm
said. “Any arguments about this being about safety
are just total [garbage.] It’s just a tax, a new tax.”

Bowring said the program is neither about increas-
ing county revenue nor using surprise tactics to tar-
get speeders.

“It’s not a secret, we’ve got the locations listed on
the county Web site,” Bowring said. “We’re not try-
ing to catch people going too fast, what we’re trying
to get people to voluntarily slow down. The goal is
to get people to slow down to save lives.

To learn more about the Safe Speed Program and
to find locations of speed camera zones in and around
Potomac — Potomac is in the County Police
Department’s First District — visit
montgomerycountymd.gov/police and click on the
Safe Speed icon halfway down the homepage.

Speed Cameras Catching Attention
This newly installed speed camera in the 9700 block of River Road has gotten the
attention of local drivers.
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Budget Forum Rescheduled
The Public Hearing to discuss ways to reduce the county bud-

get, originally scheduled for Tuesday, Jan. 27 at 7:30 p.m., has
been rescheduled for Tuesday, Feb. 3 at 1:30 p.m. due to inclem-
ent weather.

Montgomery County is facing a projected shortfall of approxi-
mately $500 million for the Fiscal Year 2010 operating budget,
which will go in effect on July 1. The public forum will offer
residents the opportunity to provide their input on areas that might
be reduced or eliminated to help the county balance the budget.

The “Community Forum on Ways to Reduce Next Year’s Bud-
get” will begin at 1:30 p.m. at the Council Office Building at 100
Maryland Ave. in Rockville. The forum will be televised live by
County Cable Montgomery (CCM—Cable Channel 6 on Comcast
and RCN, Channel 30 on Verizon. The live broadcast also can be
viewed via streaming through the County Web site at
www.montgomerycountymd.gov.

For FY09, the Council unanimously agreed on a $4.3 billion
total operating budget. The $3.8 billion tax-supported portion of
the budget increased by 3.1 percent from the FY08 approved
budget.ºIn preparing the FY09 budget, the council faced a bud-
get shortfall of approximately $200 million. The shortfall was
closed with the help of a midyear “savings plan” in FY08.

In November, the council approved $33 million in mid-year
savings for FY09 as the first step toward addressing the projected
FY10 budget gap. The council also asked Montgomery County
Public Schools to find an additional $10 million in savings.

Garagiola To Host Meetings
State Sen. Rob Garagiola (D -15) will host a series of town hall-

style meetings at Giant food stores over the next few weeks as he
does each year during the Maryland General Assembly to get in-
put from constituents. He will also hand out questionnaires solic-
iting opinions on fiscal, health care, transportation and energy
issues.

The meeting times and locations are scheduled as follows:
❖ Jan. 31, 11-12: Potomac Promenade – Giant, 9812 Falls Road,

Potomac
❖ Jan. 3l, 1-2: Cabin John Shopping Center – Giant, 7919

Tuckerman Lane, Potomac

Legislators Seek Federal Funds
U.S. Sen. Barbara A. Mikulski (D-Md.), U.S. Rep. Chris Van

Hollen (D-Md.), Montgomery County Executive Isiah Leggett (D)
and Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) officials
held a press conference on Monday, Jan. 26 to urge Congress to
allocate funds to repair the Washington, D.C. region’s aging in-
frastructure. The press conference came one month after a water
main break flooded River Road, trapping motorists in a four-foot
wall of rushing water.

WSSC has 5,500 miles of underground water mains and nearly
25 per cent of that is over 50 years old and will reach the end of
their useful life by 2025. WSSC officials said there have been
over 4,000 breaks in the last two years.ºIn the last month there
have been more than 500 breaks and leaks. The economic recov-
ery package the Senate is working on will include investments in
America’s aging infrastructure. The House of Representatives’
version of the bill, which passed earlier this month, included $30
billion for highway and bridge construction, $19 billion for wa-
ter and environmental projects, $10 billion for the nation’s pub-
lic transit and rail systems, and $54 billion in energy infrastruc-
ture investments to create new green jobs.

Nominate a Principal
Montgomery County Public Schools is now accepting nomina-

tions for its top principal award. The Mark Mann Award is de-
signed to honor the highest qualities and most significant accom-
plishments of Dr. Mark Mann, former principal of Parkland Middle
School, Montgomery County Public Schools.

Nominations are now being accepted for the 2009 Mark Mann
award recipient. Deadline is Feb. 2. For more information visit
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/superin-
tendent/mannaward/

This Week in Potomac
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LET’S TALK
Real Estate

by
Michael Matese

For professional advice on all
aspects of buying and selling
real estate, call:

MICHAEL MATESE
Washington Fine

Properties
301-806-6829

Michael.Matese@wfp.com

HOW GREEN CAN A
HOME GET?

“Green” construction is gain-
ing momentum, as architects
and builders respond to public
interest by creating ever more
innovative new structures.
What eco-friendly features are
included in the most desirable
green homes?

Alternative energy sources
are high on the list for builders
and buyers who are concerned
with the environmental effects
of fossil fuel.  Passive solar
heating is a popular feature,
along with photovoltaic solar
panels that provide electricity
for off–the-grid homes.  Walls
are insulated with alternative
materials such as cellulose, cot-
ton, blown-in rock wool and
formaldehyde-free recycled
content fiberglass.  Windows
are double-paned low-E glass
that reflect heat back into a
room during winter or deflect
it during summer.  Nontoxic
finishes, adhesives and sur-
faces are used throughout the
home.  Radiant floors, wood or
pellet stoves provide heat as an
alternative to forced-air sys-
tems.  Maximum use is made
of recycled wood and fixtures,
including structural beams,
ceiling, flooring, walls, window
casings, doors, sinks, bathtubs
and lighting fixtures.
Appliances are Energy Star
with high efficiency ratings.

The greener, the better, it
seems!

News

PAInT,
Take Two
PAInT artists open
their annual gallery at
Behnke’s and present
awards to Churchill
art students. Cherry Dearie of Potomac Artists in Touch presents awards to Churchill’s

Michelle Cogut, right, and Katie Schreck, 9, who picked up the award on
behalf of her brother Jesse who was unable to attend the event.

Colette Calilhanna stands with her artwork and her daughter Michelle
Calilhanna.

Vian Borchert stands with her work.
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By Aaron Stern

The Almanac

S
ometimes what isn’t in a painting says
as much about the work as what is. In
Judith Bourzutschky’s “Self-Portrait
with Snakes,” a 5x7-inch oil-on-can-

vas painting, there is a landscape, an architec-
tural column, but not anything readily identi-
fiable as even a human form, let alone
Bourzutschky herself.

“I suppose that says something, doesn’t it?”
she said.

The interpretation of art lies in the eyes of
the viewer, its creation drawing from the eye
of the artist. Potomac Artists in Touch (PAInT)
kicked off its annual exhibition on Saturday,
Jan. 24 at Behnke’s Nurseries on River Road
in Potomac and this year’s show — “A Woman’s
Eye” — points to the creative drive of the
group’s 16 female painters.

The show is about “how we see the world
through out eyes [as] a woman and an artist,”
said Terri Cunningham. Though the group was
not founded for women only, they do not cur-
rently have any male members. Many of the
works on display are self-portraits or portraits
of other women, but many are also works of
nature, animals, and more abstract works of art.

Neena Birch’s Freefall is a canvas covered in
blue background overlaid by glittering explosions
of orange and white that arose from her fretful
reaction to her son’s foray into skydiving.

Many artists use portrait models for their
work, but Diana Shamounki finds inspiration
in the ordinary people that she sees everyday.
Her works at Behnke’s present proud, strong
women, in dress that recalls her native Jor-
dan. Her daughter, Vian Borchert, has her
works on display as well.

“For me, art is a form of self expression rather
than painting a flower to look like a flower,”
Borchert said. Consequently, much of her work
leans towards the abstract, and even her portraits
require the viewer to use their imagination.

SATURDAY’S SHOW also marked the cul-
mination of a joint collaboration between
PAInT and art students from Winston Churchill
High School that featured the students’ works
in Behnke’s for the past two weeks.

“I was shocked at their variety,” said Birch.
“They were so sophisticated in their technique.”

Michael Laprade took home the first place
award for his oil painting “I Can Hear the
Hearts Beating as One,” with second place and
the People’s Choice awards going to Tiffany
Chang’s “Celebration,” and Michelle Shen won

third place for her painting “Cathedral.” Hon-
orable Mentions went to Keira Mulhern, Matt
Wilcox, Austin Abinoe, and Jesse Schreck.

“It’s really exciting,” said Cogut, who painted
a self-portrait from an off-angle photograph
that she took of herself, though she tends to
work in mixed media.

Lewis Schreck and his daughter Katie, 9,
were onhand to collect Jesse Schreck’s award
as he wasn’t able to get off of work for the
PAInT event. Lewis Schreck was with his son
when he took the award winning photo of the
C&O Canal at twilight.

“Let’s just go down to the C&O and see what
we can snap,” he recalled telling his son, point-
ing out that photography is equal parts skill
and chance.

THIS WAS the first year that the works of
Churchill’s students were featured at PAInT
shows, but several of the artists said Saturday
that they hope it becomes a tradition.

Begun in 2000, PAInT is the most recent
central embodiment of the artistic spirit of
Potomac, following in the footsteps of the
Potomac Art League and the Potomac Soci-
ety for the Arts. The Art League disbanded
about 30 years ago, prompting the forma-
tion of the Society for the Arts which then
closed about 20 years ago, said longtime
Potomac resident Elie Pisarra-Cain, who
thanked the PAInT artists Saturday night for
their efforts.

“It’s just an enrichment to the community,”
she said. “Keep up the good work.”

Build Your
Community

Support Your
Local Businesses.

www.potomacalmanac.com
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Branching Out: Of Trees and History
By Sharon Allen Gilder

D
eciduous. The saying of the word
tastes good on the tongue. My
knowledge of all things botanical
is pedestrian at best, but when I

slip from the petulance that occasionally con-
sumes my daily routines, I love to feast my eyes
on the wondrous beauty of deciduous trees.

They call me back to a favorite childhood
poem by Kilmer, “Trees,”
often recited and even sung
as I pumped my legs back
and forth gaining speed on

the wood and rope swing my grandfather al-
ways hung in his large oak tree whenever I
came to visit. I would clutch the thick rope,
lean back on the seat and gaze up to search
for “a nest of robins in her hair.”

My grandfather’s neighbor, watching him
plant the oak years before, said, “You’ll never
live long enough to sit in the shade of that tree.”
Well, granddaddy did.

My father was forever retrieving seedlings
from the garden. He nurtured them in small
pots until they were ready to stand alone in
our yard. As they matured, my brother enjoyed
climbing among their limbs creating a world
of adventures. When we had to ceremoniously
lay beloved turtles, fish and hamsters to rest,
the ground beneath the trees became comfort-
ing burial sites. Whenever I thumb through
family photos, it is remarkable to note how
many special occasions have been documented
with the prominence of trees and shrubs.

TODAY, I enjoy observing the majestic red
sunset red maple in my backyard. It is a friend
for all seasons and a testament to the tenacity
of deciduous trees and the opportunities
change provides. In January’s embrace, its
branches have lost their showy armature but
in late spring, an invigorated breeze will send
its seedlings from their tenuous holds in a
Svengali-like spiral as they gracefully spin to

Commentary

the ground like battalions of whirligigs. In sum-
mer, I will kindly welcome the full spread of
its verdant leaves. They offer a lush umbrella
of shade much appreciated on a heady Wash-
ington day. Fall ushers in the maple’s gift of
intense foliage color. It will bathe the interior
of my home with a warm infusion of orange-
crimson until time and a hefty wind harvest
its leaves and they fall to the earth with a sound
like raindrops tapping upon pavement.

Recently, I met Mark Buscaino, executive
director of Casey Trees. He recalled the vision
he encountered on a wintry day in 1995 soon
after arriving in Washington, D.C. Observing
the trees surrounding the Washington monu-
ment he said, “It was as though the sun was
throwing shadows of skeletons on the ground.”

His crisp imagery led me to think about the
rich, historical canopy our city offers and how
Inauguration Day provided ample opportuni-
ties for natives and visitors alike to observe his-
tory and trees in a way they never had before.

In need of a field guide, I had a chat with
Montgomery County resident Melanie
Choukas-Bradley, author of “City of Trees.” She
shared, “The Capitol grounds have been called
one of the world’s finest arboretums harbor-
ing trees from many parts of the country and
world. There are some beautiful and venerable
evergreen and deciduous trees surrounding the
inaugural viewing stands next to the western
front of the Capitol. Masses of evergreen south-
ern magnolias and some American hollies
frame the viewing stands.”

Choukas-Bradley’s historic anecdotal descrip-
tions regarding deciduous trees were as deli-
cious as the word itself. She said, “There is a
massive willow oak, a favorite tree species of
Thomas Jefferson, on the Capitol grounds near
where the inaugural took place. The winter
architecture of this large-limbed tree is stun-
ning. Other impressive native North American
specimens visible on the grounds nearby in-
clude a large old pecan with a few nuts still
clinging to its branchlets, cucumber magno-

lias with large, fuzzy gray-green flower buds,
and a small grove of sweet or yellow buckeyes.”
She added, “The national Mall, where many
gathered for the inauguration, is lined with
healthy American elms pampered and pro-
tected from Dutch elm disease by vigilant Na-
tional Park Service scientists and arborists.
These trees are most picturesque in winter with
their graceful vase-shaped crowns.”

I LEARNED Thomas Jefferson was adamant
about trees remaining part of the city’s archi-
tecture. He has been quoted as saying, “I wish
I was a despot that I might save the noble, the
beautiful trees that are daily falling sacrifices
to the cupidity of their owners, or the neces-
sity of the poor … The unnecessary felling of a
tree, perhaps the growth of centuries, seems
to me a crime little short of murder; it pains
me to an unspeakable degree.”

Choukas-Bradley shared, “Pennsylvania Av-
enue was once lined with Lombardy poplars
between the Capitol and the White House, a
street tree design created by Thomas Jefferson
during his presidency, the first Washington
street tree planting on record. The national
Mall, where many gathered for the inaugura-
tion, is lined with healthy American elms pam-
pered and protected from Dutch elm disease
by vigilant National Park Service scientists and
arborists. These trees are most picturesque in
winter with their graceful vase-shaped
crowns.”

In this historic season of change, I would like
to think I continue to have a grip on the care-
free spirit that enabled me to swing freely
through the air with an abounding enthusiasm
for life and nature. Choukas-Bradley said, “Cel-
ebrate the beauty of the winter tree. There is
nothing more beautiful.” So, off I go for a spir-
ited tree walk to behold the beauty and grace
of our arboreal city with the vision of our an-
cestors having paved the way.

Sharon Allen Gilder is a contributor to the Potomac
Almanac.

Letters to the Editor

Substantive
Issues Missed
To the Editor:

Your news article boldly titled
“Sewer Proposal on Hold” fails to
give an accurate picture of the is-
sues attendant to a Sewer Cat-
egory Change Request known as
WSCCR 07A-TRV-10: Travilah Oak
which was deferred at the County
Council in March of 2008. In-
tended or not, the article serves as
a mouthpiece for the owners’ de-
velopment fantasies without ex-
plaining the real costs of such
dreams to the community. At the
time this proposal came to the
council it was opposed by all three
of the major civic associations in
the Potomac Subregion: West
Montgomery County Citizens As-
sociation (WMCCA) , North
Potomac Citizens Association

(NPCA) and Darnestown Civic As-
sociation (DCA). They were joined
by the Montgomery Countryside
Alliance from the Agricultural Re-
serve and the Montgomery County
Civic Federation, an umbrella
group that spans Montgomery
County.

Why this collective outcry? Be-
cause, if approved, this request
violates both the “2002 Potomac
Subregion Master Plan” and the
county’s own “Ten Year Water and
Sewer Plan” with a 5,000 ft. sewer
extension in a low density residen-
tial zone served exclusively by sep-
tic to limit development. It would
set a precedent, particularly dan-
gerous to Darnestown, intended to
develop only on septic and the
successful Harris Teeter supermar-
ket on Rt. 28 proves it can be done.
The existing Potomac Oak shop-
ping center already houses at least
11 businesses and there is septic

capacity for more on the site. Re-
cently, the owners petitioned and
received from the Planning Board
a 10' height increase on an already
approved 4500 sq. ft. office build-
ing that will sit right on the cor-
ner of Glen and Travilah. It too, is
approved on septic. Glen Road is
part of the county’s “Rustic Roads
Functional Master Plan” and the
shopping center itself is allowed
as a nonconforming use only be-
cause there was a country store
that once occupied that corner. It
is an anamoly, “grandfathered”
into existence but never intended
to be a “hub” for anything.

Lastly, the owners would have
us believe this unattractive strip
mall at the crossroads of two ru-
ral roads cannot be given a facelift
without the addition of sewer.
That just is not so and what the
community does not see is that
allowing a sewer nearly a mile

outside the sewer envelope ulti-
mately frees up all the surround-
ing open space on the site now
needed for septic capacity, making
room for additional development
sometime in the future. And, if
sewer were already serving the
site, it would be difficult to stop
advancing development of any
kind. Approval of a change of this
magnitude would seriously preju-
dice future arguments to the
County Council on any proposal
not consistent with a master plan.
It is not just Potomac’s master plan
in jeopardy, but all regional mas-
ter plans. That is why the civic com-
munity throughout the County is
opposing and watching closely this
outrageous request.

Ginny Barnes,
Environmental Chair

West Montgomery County
Citizens Association
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News

and confusing, making both adher-
ence and enforcement problematic,
prompting the push for revision.

That initial push began in the
wake of a 2004 incident in which
Washington Redskins owner Daniel
Snyder was fined for cutting down
more than 130 trees on his River
Road property that overlooks the
C&O Canal and was driven in part
by the Planning Board in an attempt
to clarify the language of the law.

Environmental advocates, and
then Elrich, pushed for a stronger
law that would make the law appli-
cable to smaller lots and could pos-
sibly include a tree ordinance that
would apply to the removal of trees
on small residential lots.

Late last year Elrich agreed to drop
a proposal to reduce the size of ap-
plicable lots to 10,000 square feet
after strong objection from the Plan-
ning Board which insisted that their
already stretched staff would be
overwhelmed with the additional
workload.

With no resolution on the horizon,
the County Executive’s office
stepped in.

Though there are not yet concrete

details on what the new law could
look like, those involved say that it
may be a cross between the large-
lot applicability of the current law
and the tree ordinance long desired
by those in the environmental com-
munity. It could also pass some of
the burden of enforcing the law from
the Planning Board’s staff to the De-
partment of Permitting Services.

Creating standards for replacing
forest lost during development that
will satisfy both builders and envi-
ronmentalists will be a tall order,
said Stan Edwards, the chief of En-
vironmental Policy and Compliance
for the Environmental Protection
Department.

Developers have balked at propos-
als to increase fees that they can pay
to buy out of the responsibility of
replanting — the fees then cover the
county’s cost of replanting — while
those on the environmental side
have complained that replacing
trees cut in downcounty areas in
watersheds that have a direct impact
on the health of the Potomac River
by plantings in less critical areas
upcounty makes no sense.

“That will always be a challenge,
we have a very developed part of the

Tree Protection Effort Wears On
county where there just aren’t that
many places to plant,” said Edwards.

Elrich said the ultimate goal should
be to get as close to zero net loss of
tree cover in the county as possible,
and that the sooner a new proposal is
ready to be considered by the coun-
cil, the better.

Ginny Barnes, environmental chair
of the West Montgomery County Citi-
zens Association, served on the For-
est Conservation Advisory Commit-
tee, a group of developers and envi-
ronmentalists that created recom-
mendations for the council to con-
sider pertaining to the new law. She
said that she is encouraged by the new
approach but that further delays in
an already interminable time seem
more to her like stonewalling than
progress, and that a concrete outline
needs to be ready soon.

“I think it’s time to start beating on
the wall and say, ‘Are you in there?’”
she said.

Hoyt said there is no deadline yet
for such an outline, but that his staff
is working on it.

“We’re trying to move the ball for-
ward … [to] find something to make
everybody happy,” said Hoyt. “It’s,
right now, a very moving target.”

A new approach could ultimately make a law that
extends the tree-cutting regulation to lots smaller
than the current 40,000-plus-acre lots.
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This is the fourth in a four-part series.

Visit F. Scott
Fitzgerald’s
Ggravesite

 600 Veirs Mill Road, Rockville
www.peerlessrockville.org (Click

“Peerless Places,” then “F. Scott
Fizgerald’s Gravesite”)

Fitzgerald’s classic novels were set in
Long Island, France and Princeton, N.J.,
but the author himself is buried along-
side his wife Zelda in Saint Mary’s
Cemetery in Rockville, a National Regis-
ter-listed historic site. Fitzgerald never
lived in Montgomery County, but had
friends and relatives in the area, and
made periodic visits throughout his life.

Visit Walter
Johnson’s gravesite

 1350 Baltimore Road, Rockville
w w w . t h e d e a d b a l l e r a . c o m /

GravePhotos (Click “Walter Johnson”)
All apologies to Livian Hernandez, but

Washington’s greatest all-time baseball
pitcher was Walter Johnson, one of the
five original-class Hall of Famers.
Johnson had 417 career wins with the
Senators from 1907-1927. After retiring
from baseball, Johnson served on the
Montgomery County Commission, pre-
cursor to today’s Montgomery County
Council, and lived on a farm in
Germantown. He’s buried in Rockville
Union Cemetery.

See a Fire Station
 Station 10 Fire House
8001 River Road, Bethesda, 301-365-

2255
When the Jaws of Life cut up a car, it’s

a sight to behold. The simulated car ex-
traction is just one of the attractions at
Cabin John Park Volunteer Fire
Department’s annual open house. Other
activities include live action demonstra-
tions, including stop, drop and roll, and
stove fire demonstrations. Proceeds ben-
efit the station. Cabin John Park
Volunteer Fire Department’s open house
takes place every fall, usually in October.

See Potomac
Homes on Tour

 St. Francis Episcopal Church
10033 River Road, Potomac, 301-365-

2055
http://www.stfrancispotomac.org
St. Francis Episcopal Church in

Potomac Village conducts an annual
Potomac Country House Tour for char-
ity. During two days each October, tour
participants follow a provided map and
booklet to four or five Potomac homes —
some modern, some historic, but all fas-
cinating. Last years houses included the
home of oil painter Howard Behrens and
then 18th century homestead Walnut
Grove. Events at St. Francis during the
House Tour include a silent auction and
luncheon.

Celebrate Potomac
 www.potomacchamber.org
Potomac Day in October is biggest

community event of the year here. Thou-
sands come out for the morning parade
followed by a fair with rides and games
for children, live entertainment and dis-
plays by local merchants and
organizations. Potomac’s leaders and lo-
cal politicians come out, and the
community honors its person of the year,

businessperson of the year, and student
of the year. The event is organized by the
Potomac Chamber of Commerce.
Potomac Day is held each October.

Watch Out for Animals:

Go Bird Watching
On the C&O Canal

Goldsborog Road and MacArthur Bou-
levard

www.potomac.org/act ion/ctg/
lockhouse.html

Potomac is a great place to take your
camera or binoculars and go bird watch-
ing. The canal has river, forest, marsh
and field habitats alongside the towpath,
and Riley’s Lock and Lock 7 are favorites
of local birders. A local bird guide and a
hike in C&O Canal National Historical
Park is a great start for those who wish
to go solo. The Lockhouse 8 River Cen-
ter, located between Great Falls and
Glen Echo on the C&O Canal operated
jointly by the Potomac Conservancy and
the National Park Service, holds regular
events including “Second Saturday” na-
ture programs on the second Saturday of
every month. The programs include na-
ture walks and bird walks.

Look for Eagles
w w w . n p s . g o v / c h o h / N a t u r e /

Eagles.html
Our nation’s symbol, the bald eagle

remains on the endangered species list,
but has recovered in the last two de-
cades. Just upstream from Great Falls
Tavern, a bald eagles’ nest sits atop a tree
on Conn Island. The River Trail, acces-
sible from the C&O Canal towpath above
Great Falls Tavern, offers views of the
nest. The best time for viewing the eagles
is in the winter months, when eagles
engage in courtship, mating, nest build-
ing, and egg laying.

See Deer
www.dnr.state.md.us/wildl i fe/

wtdeerbiology.asp
Overpopulated by whitetail deer,

Potomac is considered a “deer hotspot”
by county and state wildlife officials. So
long as they’re not devouring
somebody’s farm or garden, deer are
beautiful creatures to observe, and
Potomac isn’t hurting for places to see
them. Any field clearing at the edge of
forest growth around sunset is a good bet
for finding deer — alongside River Road
near its intersection with Great Seneca
Highway is pretty close to a sure thing.
Be sure to drive with caution around
deer hotspots.

Adopt an Animal
Partnership for Animal Welfare, 301-

572-4729
dogs@paw-rescue.org (for dog adop-

tion)
cats@paw-rescue.org (for cat adop-

tion)
www.paw-rescue.org
Montgomery County Humane Society,

240-773-5960
14645 Rothgeb Drive, Rockville

www.mchumane.org
The Partnership for Animal Welfare

offers dog and cat adoptions.
For dog and cat adoptions send ques-

tions to the above e-mail addresses.
Animals can also be adopted through the
Montgomery County Humane Society.

   Meet New People

Meet Your
Neighbors, Seriously

 Maryland National Capital Park and

Planning Commission
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring,

301-495-4600
http://www.mncppc.org/
Homeowners associations aren’t just

for nitpicking about the neighbors’ grass.
Potomac is full of associations that play
a vital role in county decision making —
from school construction and closures to
traffic controls to land use. Sound bor-
ing? The groups also host outings,
evening social events, and summer bar-
becues, and many publish their own
newsletters. The Maryland National
Capital Park and Planning Commission
maintains a regularly updated list of civic
and homeowners associations, which
may be viewed for free at their Mont-
gomery County office. A fee is charged
for copies.

Meet Fellow
Newcomers

www.potomacnewcomers.com, 301-
320-3514

The Potomac Area Newcomers Club
welcomes new residents to the commu-
nity, with monthly meetings. Call for
locations and reservations.

Join Club Friday
Potomac Community Center
11315 Falls Road, Potomac, 240-777-

6960
From October through March, the

Potomac Community Center hosts Club
Friday, a program for children in third
through sixth grade. Every Friday from
7-9 p.m., children in Club Friday enjoy
dancing, bingo, movies, basketball, pool,
ping-pong and more. Sign up early —
membership is limited to the first 550 ap-
plicants, and there is almost always a
waiting list.

Join the MOMS
Club of Potomac

 www.momspotomac.org
MOMS Club of Potomac offers activi-

ties for stay-at-home moms and their
children on the third Monday of every
month They offer playgroups that meet
weekly and a full calendar of fun activi-
ties every month.

Meet Fellow Seniors
 Potomac Community Center
11315 Falls Road, Potomac, 240-777-

6960
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/

rectmpl.asp?url=/content/rec/Seniors/
ptmsr.asp

Potomac seniors meet every Tuesday
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The program of-
fers entertainment, health screening and
education, chair exercises, crafts, infor-
mational speakers, counseling on issues
of interest to seniors, and Tai Chi.

Give a Toast at the
Toastmasters club

 Potomac Community Center
11315 Falls Road, Potomac, 240-777-

6960
ASCE Toastmaster Club meets at 9:20

a.m. on the second Saturday of each
month at the Potomac Community Cen-
ter, and at Davis Library in Bethesda on
the fourth Saturday of each month. New-
comers welcome.

Perfect One’s
English

 10101 Glenolden Drive, Potomac,
240-777-0690

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/
Apps/Libraries/branchinfo/pt.asp

Join the English Language Conversa-
tion Club every Saturday from 3-5 p.m at
Potomac Library. Join in practicing and
improving your spoken English with the
help of volunteers leading discussions.

See the Festivities

Go to the Azalea
Festival

 Landon School
6101 Wilson Lane, Bethesda, 301-

320-3200
www.landon.net
The Landon Azalea Festival takes

place in the Perkins Garden and through-
out the entire Landon 75-acre wooded
camps and gardens. Attend the Maryland
Craft Show, purchase many varieties of
plants and flowers as well as items from
the festival boutiques.

Go to the
Strawberry Festival

 Potomac United Methodist Church
10300 Falls Road, Potomac, 301-299-

9383

www.potomac-umc.org/
The festival takes place at Potomac

United Methodist Church in May from 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Berries, a silent auction,
bake sale, rummage sale, craft fair, dol-
lar items and games and activities for
children. Proceeds benefit charitable
programs for women and children in
need.

Go to an Arts
Festival

 www.waltwhitman.edu
www.mcps.k12.md.us/schools/

woottonhs
www.mcps.k12.md.us/schools/

churchillhs
Potomac’s three public high schools all

host two-day arts festivals in the spring,
featuring live performances; painting,
ceramics, photography, and visual art
displays; silent auctions and more. The
festivals take place in mid-May.

Experience
World Cuisine

www.bethesda.org (Click “Dining”)
Nearby Bethesda has grown into a re-

gional dining center, with traditional
pubs and diners, quick bites, wine bars,
fine dining, and everything in-between.
International cuisine includes Indian,
Thai, Greek, Lebanese, Spanish, and
Mongolian as well as the dining main-
stays like Italian, Chinese, and Japanese.

Take the Farm Tour
Montgomery County Farm Tour at

Poplar Springs Animal Sanctuary
P.O. Box 507, Pooleville
www.animalsanctuary.org
Poplar Spring hosts the annual County

Farm Tour each July. Meet animals, en-
joy hay rides, lemonade, and vegetarian
food. Shop at the gift shop and browse
the annual giant yard sale in the carriage
barn. All sales at the event benefit res-
cued animals.

Renaissance
Festival

Maryland Renaissance Festival
Crownsville Rd, Crownsville (outside

of Annapolis), 1-800-296-7304
w w w . r e n n f e s t . c o m ,

info@rennfest.com

101 Ways to Have Fun in Potomac

The Potomac Library offers a variety of events for children, teens and adults through out
the year. Visit www.montgomerycountymd.gov/apps/libraries for more.

Go back in time at the second largest
Renaissance Festival in the country.
Gates to the recreated 16th century En-
glish village, Revel Grove, open at 10
a.m. Pause to listen to a musician, watch
a glassblowing demonstration, quench
your thirst with ale, catch the gossip
from the fishmonger, and watch a joust-
ing match. Come in period costume and
stay until the gates close at 7 p.m.

Go to the
Montgomery County
Agricultural Fair

Montgomery Village Fairgrounds,
301-926-3100

http://www.mcagfair.com/
If you’re looking for a fair closer to

home, try the annual Montgomery
County Agricultural Fair, which is in
August. Check out arts, crafts, photogra-
phy, pony club events, carnival rides and
more. For a schedule of events, prices,
parking, and times, visit the Web site.

Sit Back and Relax

Watch a Play
Or Musical

Potomac Theatre Company,
potomactheatreco.org

Those looking to catch a good show
should know that they don’t have to go
into D.C. to do it. Potomac’s own
Potomac Theatre Company has been
putting on shows for many years. Fall
and spring productions range from plays
to musicals to children’s shows and are
run by and feature Potomac residents,
though auditions are open to all who
wish to come. Shows are held in the
Bullis School’s Blair Family Center for
the Arts located at 10601 Falls Road in
Potomac.

See an Art Opening
 Yellow Barn Studio and Gallery
7300 MacArthur Blvd, Glen Echo, 1-

301-371-5593
www.yellowbarnstudio.com
The Yellow Barn Studio and Gallery is

part of Glen Echo Park, the cultural cen-
ter and former amusement park. It offers
classes and workshops for all ability lev-
els throughout the year and hosts regular
art shows featuring the work of Yellow
Barn students and local artists.

Watch a Puppet
Show

The Puppet Company
7300 MacArthur Blvd, Glen Echo, 301-

320-6668
www.thepuppetco.org
The Puppet Co. puts on shows at Glen

Echo Park. The new Playhouse, opened
last year in celebration of the company’s
20th Anniversary, is one of the very few
facilities in the United States designed
and built from ground up for puppetry,
assures a bigger and better facility to
enjoy various puppet shows.

To have community events listed free in
The Potomac Almanac, send e-mail to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos and artwork
encouraged. 703-917-6407.

THURSDAY/JAN. 29
Music in the Mansion. Pianist John

Davis performs selections by Blind
Tom Wiggins and Blind John Boone at
7:30 p.m. in the Mansion at
Strathmore, 10701 Rockville Pike,
North Bethesda. Tickets: $25; call
301-581-5100.

FRIDAY/JAN. 30
 Contra Dance. 7:30-11:30 p.m. in the

Spanish Ballroom at Glen Echo, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. $9/person.
Beginners welcome. Visit
www.glenechopark.org for more.

Lecture. Rabbi Yitz Greenberg will
speak at the Shabbat dinner at Beth
Shalom Congregation on “The Vision
and the Way.” Fee for the dinner. Call
301-279-7010 for price and time.

SATURDAY/JAN. 31
 Folk Songs. Discover the work of

Woody Guthrie from 11 a.m.-12 p.m.
in the Mansion at Strathmore10701
Rockville Pike, North Bethesda.
Recommended for children ages 4-7.
Tickets: $30; call 301-581-5100.

Master Class. Pianist Stephen Hough
will coach select students from the
Levine School at 11 a.m. in the Music
Center at Strathmore, 5301
Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda.
Free. Reservations required; call 202-
686-8000, ext. 1599.

Instructors Show. Noon-5 p.m. at
Yellow Barn Studio at Glen Echo Park,
7300 MacArthur Blvd. Free. Visit
www.yellowbarnstudio.com or 301-
371-5593.

Park Movie. 4 p.m. at Arcade Building
at Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur
Blvd. Watch a movie documenting the
park’s 115-year history. Free. Visit
www.nps.gov/glec or 301-320-1400.

Carousel Tours. Noon at Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. See how
it was made, how it works and more.
Free. Visit www.nps.gov/glec or 301-
320-1400.

Nature Programs. Enjoy activities,
stories, animals, hikes and more from
10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Glen Echo Park,
7300 MacArthur Blvd. Free for
members and children under 2, $5/
non member. Visit
www.discoverycreek.org or 202-488-
0627.

Swing Dance. 8 p.m.- midnight in the
Spanish Ballroom at Glen Echo, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. $14/person.
Beginners welcome. Visit
www.glenechopark.org for more.

Music Performance. 8 p.m. at The
Music Center at Strathmore, 5301
Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda.
Hear music by violist Miles Hoffman.
Tickets start at $29 and children are
free. Visit
www.nationalphilharmonic.org.

Lectures. 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. at Beth
Shalom Congregation, Rabbi Yitz
Greenberg will talk on “The Twelve
Steps of the Covenant” and “Covenant
and the Halachic Method.” Free. 301-
279-7010.

Celebrating Chinese New Year. 10
a.m. at Potomac Library, 10101
Glenolden Drive. All ages can enjoy
dancing, crafts, painting and more.
Free. 240-777-0690.

Art Exhibit. Noon-6 p.m. at Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. See
“Common Ground: Robert Bilek &
Colin Campbell.” Free. Visit
www.glenechopark.org for more.

Author Reading. 7:30 p.m. at the
Writer’s Center, 4508 Walsh St.,
Bethesda. Philip Lopate will read from
his collection of novellas “Two
Marriages.” $25/person. Visit
www.writer.org or 301-654-8664.

SUNDAY/FEB. 1
New Year Celebration. The China

Jiangsu Performing Arts Group and
others perform at 3 p.m. in the Music
Center at Strathmore, 5301
Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda.
Tickets: $25-100; call 301-581-5100.

Instructors Show. Noon-5 p.m. at
Yellow Barn Studio at Glen Echo Park,
7300 MacArthur Blvd. Free. Visit
www.yellowbarnstudio.com or 301-
371-5593.

Park Movie. 4 p.m. at Arcade Building
at Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur
Blvd. Watch a movie documenting the
park’s 115-year history. Free. Visit
www.nps.gov/glec or 301-320-1400.

Carousel Tours. Noon at Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. See how
it was made, how it works and more.
Free. Visit www.nps.gov/glec or 301-
320-1400.

Nature Programs. Enjoy activities,
stories, animals, hikes and more from
10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Glen Echo Park,
7300 MacArthur Blvd. Free for
members and children under 2, $5/
non member. Visit
www.discoverycreek.org or 202-488-
0627.

Art Exhibit. Noon-6 p.m. at Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. See
“Common Ground: Robert Bilek &

Colin Campbell.” Free. Visit
www.glenechopark.org for more.

MONDAY/FEB. 2
Singing Workshop. John Horman

leads a multi-session workshop for
aspiring singers from 7:30-9 p.m. in
the Mansion at Strathmore, 10701
Rockville Pike, North Bethesda.
Tickets: $120; call 301-581-5100.

TUESDAY/FEB. 3
Chinese Book Club. Join in a Chinese

book discussion in the Chinese
language from 7-9 p.m. at the
Potomac Library, 10101 Glenolden
Drive. Registration not required.

Afternoon Tea. Cellist Beth Radovsky
is performing at 1 p.m. at the
Mansion at Strathmore, 10701
Rockville Pike, North Bethesda.
Prepaid reservations required; $21
plus tax. Call 301-581-5108.

ABBA Tribute. Arrival, an ABBA tribute
band performs at 8 p.m. in the Music
Center at Strathmore, 5301
Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda.
Tickets: $25-65; call 301-581-5100.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 4
Afternoon Tea. Harpist Sally Nystrom

is performing at 1 p.m. at the
Mansion at Strathmore, 10701
Rockville Pike, North Bethesda.
Reservations required; $21 plus tax.
Call 301-581-5108.

Artist in Residence. Herb and Hanson
perform at 7:30 p.m. in the Mansion
at Strathmore, 10701 Rockville Pike,
North Bethesda. Tickets: $10; call
301-581-5100.

Concert. Pianist Jeremy Denk and
Violinist Joshua Bell perform at 8
p.m. in the Music Center at
Strathmore, 5301 Tuckerman Lane,
North Bethesda. Concert preview at
6:30 p.m. for WPAS members.
Tickets: $47-105; call 301-581-5100.

THURSDAY/FEB. 5
Cirque de la Symphonie. The

Baltimore Symphony Orchestra
performs at 8 p.m. in the Music
Center at Strathmore, 5301
Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda.
Visit www.BSOmusic.org for tickets.

FRIDAY/FEB. 6
Heart and Soul. The Stylistics, Harold

Melvin’s Bluenotes and The Chi-Lites
perform at 8 p.m. in the Music Center
at Strathmore, 5301 Tuckerman Lane,
North Bethesda. Tickets: $45-75; call
301-581-5100.

Calendar
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Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

To add your Realtor-represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call Kenneth Lourie

703-917-6475 or e-mail the info to:
klourie@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings due by Monday at 3 pm.

SPECTACULAR OPEN HOUSES
January 31 & February 1

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in the Almanac.
 For more real estate listings and open houses visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com,

click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Potomac

10716 Barn Wood Ln...........$1,795,000....Sun. 1-4.....Leslie Friedson............Long & Foster...............301-455-4506

8816 Harness Tr...................$749,000.......Sun. 1-4.....Leslie Friedson............Long & Foster...............301-455-4506

11100 Hurdle Hill Dr. ...........$745,000.......Sun. 1-3.....Margaret Percesepe....Wash. Fine Properties...240-441-8434

1990 Milboro Dr...................$569,000.......Sun. 2-4.....Jeremy Lichtenstein....RE/MAX.........................301-652-0400

9800 Tibron Ct. ...................$1,649,000....Sun. 1-4.....Leslie Friedson............Long & Foster...............301-455-4506

North Potomac

223 Lake St..........................$1,100,000....Sun. 1-4.....Gary Speicher ............. Long & Foster...............301-975-9500

146 Mill Green Ave. #200 ....$409,900.......Sun. 12-2...Theresa Lebhar...........Long & Foster...............301-975-9500

Bethesda

4977 Battery Ln. #1-316......$353,000.......Sun. 1-4.....Chana Sky...................Long & Foster...............240-497-1700

5005 Battery Ln. #1.............$589,000.......Sun. 1-4.....Vinh Ha.......................Wash. Fine Properties...571-212-9986

4801 Hampden Ln. #103.....$899,900.......Sun. 1-3.....Allan Chaudhuri...........WC & AN Miller.............301-765-6110

5908 Lone Oak Dr................$1,879,000....Sun. 1-4.....Traci Levine.................Long & Foster...............301-765-0161

5712 Massachusetts Ave.....$849,000 ......Sun. 1-4.....Paula Zurkowski..........Ready Real Estate ......... 301-252-5731

5631 Oak Pl.........................$724,900.......Sun. 1-4.....Ashton Vessali ............Weichert........................703-760-8880

5612 Sonoma Rd.................$525,000.......Sun. 1-4.....Rebecca Harris............WC & AN Miller.............202-362-1300

6002 Springfield Dr..............$725,000.......Sun. 1-4.....Josette Skilling............Long & Foster...............240-497-1700

5301 Westbard Cir.#404......$625,000.......Sun. 1-4.....Lisa Marcais................Keller Williams..............301-515-1115

Chevy Chase

5120 Fairglen Ln..................$849,900.......Sun. 1-4.....Ann Young..................Coldwell Banker ............ 202-333-6100

4705 FalstoneAve. ............... $1,995,000....Sun. 1-4.....Bonnie Lewin ..............Evers & Co....................301-332-0171

6902 Maple Ave...................$1,895,000....Sun. 1-4.....Andrea Alderdice.........WC & AN Miller.............301-229-4000 C
ongregation Har Shalom was

awarded the Greater Washing
ton Interfaith Power & Light Award for

becoming a “green” congregation.
The award came after a renovation of the

congregation’s educational wing that featured
new LED ceiling lights, a floor made from recycled
material, a recycling station for the congregation’s
preschoolers, and a stucco-like wall covering
made from crushed shells and clay.

The congregation’s transition to the sale and

Workers apply a
liner to the wall
of Congregation
Har Shalom’s
educational wing
made of crushed
shells and clay.
The congregation
last month was
awarded the
Greater
Washington
Interfaith Power
& Light Award.
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Greening of Congregation Har Shalom

Rebecca Bowser
Lowenthal

Rebecca Bowser Lowenthal, a
board member of the Bullis
School’s Parents Association and
local mother of three, died sud-
denly on the night of Tuesday, Jan.
20 of apparent natural causes. She
was 43.

In the days following her death
group emails circulated the news
of her death and a Facebook sup-
port and memorial page was

started, both of which indicated
her broad level of involvement in
the community and the wide-
reaching sense of loss that her
death created.

At a memorial service at the
River Road Unitarian Universalist
Congregation on Sunday, Jan. 25,
Lowenthal was remembered as the
quintessential mother, devoted,
loving, and perpetually in motion
in her Honda Pilot that doubled
as her personal office as she trav-
eled back and forth the D.C. met-

ropolitan area shuttling her chil-
dren to and from their various ac-
tivities. She was remembered also
as a multi-faceted woman, some-
one at once comforting and adven-
turous, refined and mischievous,
and with an unlimited capacity to
relate to others and to put them
at ease and make them feel wel-
come.

Her father, Hamilton Bowser,
said that she often helped others
without them realizing that she
was doing so. He recalled the sum-
mer in high school when she
worked for his construction com-
pany flagging traffic. One of his
contractors was a man whose two
sons had recently died in a fire;
unprompted by anyone, that his
daughter spent her summers eat-
ing her lunch with the man and
befriending him. By the end of the

summer, Bowser said the man had
lost the hardened edge that comes
with losing children.

“She’s done that all through her
life,” Bowser said. “We’re going to
miss you, Becky.”

Andrew Lowenthal, her hus-
band, said that he knew after their
first date that she was the woman
he would marry, and that her kind-
ness knew no bounds.

“She reveled in helping others
and in making them feel better,”
he said.

The occasion notwithstanding,
Andrew Lowenthal said his wife
would have liked so much to be
there that day, immersed in friends
and family of all ages, races, and
ideological backgrounds.

Born in Montclair, N.J.,
Lowenthal was a graduate of
Montclair Kimberley Academy and

Yale University, where she was a
member of the Glee Club. After
graduating from Yale she served
as director of public and govern-
mental affairs at the New York City
Taxi & Limousine Commission,
and during the Clinton Adminis-
tration she received a Presidential
appointment in the U.S. Treasury
Department. A lifelong music
lover, she played the piano, violin
and flute.

She is survived by her husband
Andrew Lowenthal, her three chil-
dren Nicholas, 12, Julia, 9, and
Jonathan, 5, as well as her parents,
Hamilton and Merle Bowser, her
brother Hamilton V. Bowser, Jr.,
her sister Jennifer Bowser Gerst,
and many friends and family.

— Aaron Stern

Obituary

Anna Simpson
Anna Simpson, 80, died on Jan.

12, 2009 in Vinings, Ga. A Chicago
native, Mrs. Simpson (nee Nelson)
graduated from Senn High School
in 1946 before moving to Wash-
ington, D.C.

In 1954, she married Robert
Simpson and settled in Potomac,
where she raised three children:
Karen Anne, Heather Margot, and

John Frederick. An accomplished
writer and pianist, she earned both
her bachelor of arts and master’s
degrees from the University of
Maryland at College Park and later
tutored at the Lab School of Wash-
ington.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band of 46 years, Mrs. Simpson in
2004 moved to the Atlanta area to

be near family. In addition to her
three children, she is survived by
eight grandchildren.

Funeral arrangements are being
handled by Mayes Ward-Dobbins
Funeral Home, of Marietta, Ga.
Interment and a memorial service
will take place in Arlington, Va. at
a later date.

use of fair trade coffee from a Ugandan inter-
faith collective, the use of energy and cost sav-
ing supplies within the synagogue, and an ini-
tiative that gives each bar and bat mitzvah an
energy efficient fluorescent light bulb were also
taken into consideration for the award, said
Binnie Spiegel of Har Shalom.

“The reason we’re going this way is because
we’re aware of saving the environment, saving
the Earth,” said Spiegel.
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Be one of the first to try...

A hearing device like no other.

BRACES:
They’re Not Just For Kids Anymore!

Now It’s Your Turn for a
 Beautiful Smile!

Pediatric & Adult
Orthodontics

Low-Friction, Low-Force Orthodontics
Reduced Treatment Time • Fewer Appointments • High Quality Results

- OR -
The clear way to straighten teeth using the INVISALIGN SYSTEM

Harold S. Kogod, DDS • 301-983-2515
Diplomate American Board of Orhodontics • Member American Association of Orthodontics

10540 Democracy Boulevard, Potomac, MD 20854

Easy payment plans and convenient hours

White House Staff Speak at Luncheon
People

From Page 2

Behrens
Q: Where have you shown your work?
A: I am presently planning a series of three

shows to be held at the local Wentworth Gal-
leries in March. I’ve had shows at major gal-
leries all over the country and I am fortunate
to be among the top five artists in sales on
Princess and Cunard cruise lines.

Q: From what and where do you draw in-
spiration as an artist?

A: I get my inspiration mostly from my trav-
els, but also from the joy I get from my work.
One painting is the inspiration for the one
that follows.

Q: What do you hope people get from or
appreciate about your work?

A: I am a realist, so I hope that my paint-
ings help to inspire viewers to see the places
that I paint, but more importantly — I hope
that because I paint with a palette knife, us-
ing big swirls of juicy color, they can actually
visualize the act of painting.

Q: How long does it take you to produce a
painting, and do you work on more than one
piece of work at a time?

A: The number one question I am asked at
art shows is how long it takes me to paint. I
always say that each one took me 50 years,
because in fact that is how long it has taken
to develop my style and technique. In actu-
ality, however, a small painting takes a few
days — and one of my largest paintings could
take as long as two weeks.

A
midst the company
of about 20 White
House volunteers,
two White House

speakers and sparkling decora-
tions at the Congressional
Country Club, more than 80
members and guests of the
Potomac Women’s Republican
Club enjoyed a gala holiday
luncheon in December.

Colonel James Lien, com-
mander, White House Commu-
nications Agency, spoke of the
varied and dynamic activities
of communications at the
White House. As the colonel
emphasized, the Communica-
tions Agency’s work is not only
at the White House but on Air
Force One and at all  the
myriad world countries to
which the President travels.

Leslie Lien, director of
White House Volunteers,
Comment Line and Greetings,
a staff position she has held
for more than three years,
said that “volunteers do im-

From left, Col. James Lien, Jean Roesser, Leslie Lien and Linda Lerch.

unteer who answers the White House
Comment Line always with a friendly
voice and many times with a sympathetic
ear.”

Summing up the strong patriotic feel-
ings of the volunteers, Leslie Lien said,
“No culture embraces the spirit of
volunteerism better than Americans.”

portant, critical work at the White
House — no task is too big, no task too
small. Volunteers come with a servant’s
heart and helping hand; it is the vol-

Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries
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New Pre-K-Grade 8 facility in development

People

Maria Elaine Lucadamo and
Bruce Williamson St. Clair
were married Saturday, May 3,
2008 in Allentown, Pa. The
Rev. Kevin Gualano and Dea-
con William Vita performed
the ceremony at The Cathedral
of Saint Catherine of Sienna in
Allentown, Pa.

The bride is the daughter of
Gene and Maryann Lucadamo
of Macungie, Pa. The groom is
the son of John and Patricia St.
Clair of Potomac.

Carrie Phillips was maid of
honor. Susan Polifko, Kristen
Graney, Kelly Lucadamo, Lisa
Polumbo, Michele Straka and
Beth Lucadamo were brides-
maids. Briella Lucadamo was
the flower girl.

Kris St. Clair, brother of the

Lucadamo and St. Clair Marry
groom was best man. Gene
Lucadamo, Michael Lucadamo,
Tyler Cote, Tom Graney, Steve
Kaplan and Mike Fenlon were
groomsmen. Michael Pellock was
the ring bearer.

A reception followed at the Holi-
day Inn in Allentown, Pa.

Maria is a graduate of Emmaus
High School and Northern Arizona
University. She is the development
and alumni relations coordinator
at Mulhenberg College in Allen-
town, Pa. Bruce is a graduate of
Winston Churchill High School
and Northern Arizona University.
He is a sales consultant for
Paychex working out of their
branch office in Allentown, Pa.

After a honeymoon in Jamaica,
the newlyweds are living in
Alburtis, Pa.

To submit an item for the Civic Calen-
dar, e-mail almanac@ connection
newspapers.com or fax the submission to
703-917-0991. Deadline is Thursday at
noon two weeks prior to the event. For
questions, call 703-917-6407.

THURSDAY/JAN. 29
 Open House. Families of upcoming

Kindergarten students (2009-10) can
attend an open house from 7-8 p.m.
at Cabin John Middle School. Free.

SATURDAY/JAN. 31
 Contemporary Praise Service. 5:30

p.m. at Geneva Presbyterian Church,
11931 Seven Locks Road. Enjoy
singing, skits and more. Pizza supper
after. Free babysitting provided. 301-

424-4346.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 4
 Support Group. 7:30 p.m. at St.

Raphael’s Church, 1513 Dunster
Road, Rockville. Meeting for families
and friends of people who have been
diagnosed with depression or bipolar
illness. Free. Visit www.dbsanca-
family.org or 301-299-4255.

Bulletin Board
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Sports

See Wootton,  Page 15

By Mike Weiner

The Almanac

A
fter sprinting out to a 6-0 start in
Montgomery County divisional
play, the Wootton Patriots girls’

basketball team, ranked 15th in the area
by the Washington Post, ran right into a
brick wall as the Patriots lost at
Gaithersburg on Friday, 63-44, in a
matchup of two ranked teams.

The Trojans (13-1, 6-1 Montgomery 4A
West), who had already lost to the Patri-
ots once this season, ensured from the
get-go that the same result would not be
had on their home court. Coming off of
the students’ exam week in which there
were no games, Gaithersburg put in a
new game plan to exploit Wootton’s
stingy defense. In the first game against
the Patriots, they tried to rely on their

quickness to beat Wootton to the basket,
but were stopped by the Patriots’ imposing
frontcourt of Chelsea Craig and Gabby
Flinchum, both of whom are over six-foot
in height — taller than anyone on
Gaithersburg’s  guard-heavy roster.

This time around, the Trojans used a
scheme that included a variety of off-ball
screens to free up their guards to either get
into the paint or pass to open shooters. The
strategy worked to perfection, as the Tro-
jans were able to get into the lane or find
open shots. Gaithersburg hit seven three-
pointers in the game, five of which came in
the first half.

Gaithersburg also came out with an in-
tensity that was not matched by Wootton,
thanks partly to the controversial game that
Wootton won back in December. In the
waning moments, five seconds were taken
off the clock by the referee with

Gaithersburg trailing by two points and just
12 seconds remaining.

“They really deserve credit for the way
they came out,” said Wootton guard Kara
Vetrano. “They were ready for us.”

WOOTON (11-2, 6-1), who has been the
odds-on favorite to win the Montgomery 4A
West Division, looked flat from the begin-
ning of the game. Gaithersburg sprinted out
to a 14-5 lead by the end of the first quar-
ter, during which Wootton committed a
majority of their 18 turnovers. The Patriots
did not put their best effort on the floor,

and each missed shot and turnover added
to Gaithersburg’s exponentially increas-
ing enthusiasm and confidence.

“It looked like they wanted it more,”
said Craig, who had 11 points and 11
rebounds and was the lone bright spot
for the Patriots. “They beat us to every
loose ball and owned us on the rebounds.
We needed to play our game and match
their intensity, but we were never able
to.”

In the third quarter, Wootton made its
only legitimate run of the game. Down
19 points, senior Katie Kobylski hit two
threes as part of a 9-0 run that closed
the gap to 10. However, just as the train
started rolling, it came to a screeching
halt as the recurring turnovers, bad shots,
and missed assignments on defense be-
gan to haunt the Patriots yet again. As
Gaithersburg stretched their lead out
again, it became apparent that this was
not going to be another close game in a
series that has featured many of them in

Wootton comes out flat, loses first division
game of the season in battle of top teams.

Defense Lets Down Patriots against Gaithersburg

By Mark Giannotto

The Almanac

C
urrent Bullis boy’s soccer coach
Andres Parra never tutored
former star Rodney Wallace on
the field, but according to the

coach, even a newcomer to the sport would
have been able to spot Wallace from a mile
away during his days with the Bulldogs.

“He would be marked by two or three
players and still couldn’t be stopped,” said
Parra, who coached the Bullis girl’s soccer
team while Wallace attended the school
between 2003 and 2007, but had a close
relationship with him.

An attention grabber during his days on
the Potomac campus, Wallace now has the
eyes of the entire metropolitan D.C. soccer
region on him after being selected by D.C.
United with the sixth overall pick in the
Major League Soccer Superdraft on Jan. 15.

For Wallace, it’s the icing on the cake of a
whirlwind couple of years that have seen
him named All-Met Player of the Year as a
high school senior, earn a full ride to the
University Maryland, and establish himself
as one of, if not the, best sophomore in the
country on an NCAA National Champion-
ship team.

“Growing up I’ve always gone to D.C.
United games, so this is like a dream come
true, getting to play at RFK where I used to
go to watch games,” said Wallace after com-
pleting his second training session with his
new professional team last Friday.

Wallace said right now he’s just trying to
adjust to the professional lifestyle, where
there’s “a lot more free time and a lot more
time for rest.” He’s living at home in
Rockville for the time being while he
searches for a place of his own in Washing-
ton, D.C.

BORN IN COSTA RICA, Wallace moved
to the area as a nine-year-old and starred
at Bullis during his four years on the var-
sity team, helping elevate an average pro-
gram into one of the best in the area dur-
ing his time there.

As a senior in 2006, Wallace scored 21
goals and tallied seven assists playing in the
midfield, helping the Bulldogs capture a
share of the Interstate Athletic Conference
(IAC) championship.  During Wallace’s jun-
ior campaign in 2005, the team also won
the league title. Wallace was team MVP of
both squads.

He was also was a member of the Bullis
lacrosse team and left an impression on the
community as more than just an out-of-this-
world soccer talent.

He’s not only a great athlete, but a great
kid,” said Bullis athletic director Michael
DelGrande, who also coached Wallace on
the lacrosse team. “He wanted to be a part
of soccer, lacrosse and a part of the school
and everything about it.”

Wallace’s club soccer team, the Casa Mia
Bays, was also phenomenal, playing in sev-

eral national tournaments.
“High school sports were a good experi-

ence to have,” said Wallace. “Bullis definitely
helped me grow as a player because you’re
in an environment competing and every year
I just gained more and more confidence.”

When he arrived on campus in College
Park, Wallace switched positions, playing
mostly defense for the Terrapins. He will
likely play the same position now that he’s
in the pros.

He played a pivotal role in Maryland’s
2008 National Championship season, scor-
ing three goals, while being named all-ACC
second team as a sophomore. He was
named to the ACC all-freshmen team dur-
ing his first year in college.

ALTHOUGH HE DECLARED for the MLS
draft following his sophomore campaign,
Wallace said he still plans to pursue a col-
lege degree at some point, but that getting
adjusted to playing for D.C. United is his
main priority at this point.

Wallace follows in the footsteps of local
Potomac product Freddy Adu, who is now
playing professionally in Portugal, but also
started his soccer career with the MLS and
D.C. United. Wallace, who is close friends
with Adu’s older brother Fro, said he also
harbors dreams of one day playing in Eu-
rope. If he does, it will come as no surprise
to those that have seen Wallace’s rise to
prominence as merely inevitable.

“His technical ability is above and beyond
anything I’ve seen here, even when he was
a seventh or eighth grader,” said Parra. “It
really comes as no surprise that he’s made
it to the professional ranks.”

Former Bullis soccer
star Rodney Wallace
(center) is flanked
by D.C. United coach
Thomas Soehn
(right) after being
selected sixth over-
all in the MLS
Superdraft on Jan.
15. Wallace, a
Rockville native,
played defense for
the University of
Maryland, helping
the Terrapins win
last year’s NCAA
Championship.

Former Bullis and
Maryland soccer star
is first-round pick
of D.C. United.

‘A Dream Come True’ for Wallace

Courtesy of D.C. United

Looking Ahead
 Next on the schedule for the Wootton

girl’s team is a home date with Quince
Orchard on Tuesday, after the Almanac’s
press time, followed by another home
matchup against Potomac-area rival
Whitman, who the Patriots beat 53-36 in
the teams’ first meeting. The two teams
meet in a boy-girl doubleheader at
Wootton beginning at 5:15.

Potomac Almanac Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com

See www.potomacalmanac.com
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ClassifiedClassified
Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

4 RE for Sale

INVESTOR SPECIAL!
Thosands below market value 

703-439-7144

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Since 1981 VA License
#2705 023803

ROOFING ROOFING HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

LANDSCAPING

GGAARRDDEENNEERR
Energetic Gardener, 

speaks French &
English. Weeding. 
Planting. Edging. 

Mulching. Maintenance.  
Potomac references. 

301-980-8258

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.compotomacalmanac.com

Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

EmploymentEmployment
Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Tuesday 11 a.m. • 301-983-1900

AIR DUCT CLEANERS

20 openings take home $1500-$2000 
weekly plus a $500 sign on bonus after 
1st 90 days.  No experience necessary, 
we train.  Must have own truck or van.  
Apply in person, 7165 Oakland Mills 
Rd., Suite KLM Columbia, MD 21045 off 
Snowden River Pkwy.  Apply today start 
tomorrow.

CARPET CLEANERS
25 openings, take home $1000-$1500 week-
ly, plus a $500 sign on bonus after 1st 90 
days.  No experience necessary, we train. 
Must have own vehicle.  Apply in person 
7165 Oakland Mills Rd., Suite KLM Co-
lumbia, MD 21045 off Snowden River 
Pkwy.  Apply today start tomorrow.

HVAC TECHS/HELPERS
20 openings.  National company expanding 
to Baltimore and Virginia.  Techs take home 
$1500-$2500 weekly.  Helpers take home 
$1000-$1500 weekly.  Light residential work.  
Must do some cleaning with service.  Compa-
ny will pay a $500 sign on bonus after 1st 90 
days for 1st 20 applicants.  Must have own 
truck or van.  Apply in person 7165 Oakland 
Mills Rd., Suite KLM Columbia, MD 21045 
off Snowden River Pkwy.  Apply today start 
tomorrow.

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid. Call
John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or
email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

  Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?
Try a better way

to fill your
employment

openings

•Target your best job
candidates
where they live.

•Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

•Proven readership.

•Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

An expert 
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who knows
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that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg
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I did something with my wife, Dina, the
other day that I haven’t done in a very
long time. I filled up her car with gasoline
for under $25, and that’s with the reserve
fuel light on!. Meaning her car wasn’t
merely low on gas, it was be-low, with very
few miles to spare before low was empty
and the side of the road was in our sites. A
sight that, due to the reduction in the price
of a gallon of gasoline (regular was $1.79
at my local service station this morning), I
won’t be seeing anytime soon since I can
afford to buy before the fuel light
illuminates.

However, if I am to stop — and then
write — outside my own selfish joy, I sup-
pose I must be concerned about why the
price of gasoline is so low; concerned that
business is so challenged, shall we say,
nation and worldwide; worried that unem-
ployment is increasing, nation and world-
wide; and understanding that the declin-
ing consumption of fossil fuels are all less
than encouraging signs. Signs that the eco-
nomic bottom has still not been reached
and that consumers can’t even tolerate the
current price (presuming of course, that if
the oil companies could charge more and
still sell more, they would). I guess, if I
understand correctly, if I was paying more,
it would be because consumers/businesses
are consuming more (and presumably can
afford to pay more) and consuming more
means the economy is growing and the
price would likely increase to reflect the
increasing demand (Capitalism at work).
And increased demand is a good thing,
right?

The cumulative effect for me though, at
this moment in time, seems to be new-
found money. Money that is now available
after gassing and heating up that only a
few short months ago was not available.
This change gives me more money to
spend, but not money to spend on neces-
sities, rather money to spend on “discretio-
naries.” And the more money consumers
have to spend on “discretionaries,” the
more money is spread around and it’s that
spreading around that makes the world go
‘round (at least in my house).

Still, I can’t hide my glee at the notion
of cheap — relatively and comparatively
— gasoline even though intellectually I
have come to understand that if “things”
weren’t so bad economically-speaking,
gasoline and to a lesser financial degree,
home heating oil, wouldn’t have to be so
low in order to find buyers for the oil from
which these products are refined.

Nevertheless, as bad as those “things”
are, I can’t imagine how much worse it
would be for consumers if the price of
gasoline and/or home heating oil were to
return anywhere near their ‘08 peak. But I
suppose that couldn’t happen unless there
were actual buyers increasing their
demand which, with a slowing, maybe
even contracting world economy, there
simply doesn’t appear to be. As such, since
many consumers/businesses can’t afford
the price of gasoline/home heating oil at its
present level, it seems unlikely to rise
appreciably so I suppose I can keep smil-
ing, especially so if I still have a job.

However, if something dramatic were
to happen to the supply, then that would
be another story, literally, and probably
another column or two as well.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Buy Low,
Drive High
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

From Page 13

Sports

Wootton senior Katie Kobylski was one of the Patri-
ots’ few bright spots in a loss to Gaithersburg last
Friday night. She helped ignite a third quarter run
with two 3-pointers.

Wootton Loses
First Division Game

the past two years.
“They always give us competitive games that bring tons of ex-

citement,” said sophomore guard Jessica Welch.
There is a rivalry brewing between Wootton and Gaithersburg,

who will now watch the scores of each others’ games as they race
toward the division championship. The final score is yet to be
settled though, as these two teams will most likely be the top two
seeds in the upcoming playoffs, with a possible matchup in the
regional championship.
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Precious Pooka

Precious is a 8-year-old,
11 pound, spayed female
Shih Tzu. She is a wonder-
ful girl who is house
broken, well behaved and
gets along with her foster
dog siblings. She barks only
to go out or at dinner.
Precious would be great for
an adult or elderly adopter
with no cats.

Pooka is a 9-month-old,
neutered male kitten. A
“pooka” is a mischievous,
playful spirit and Pooka’s
character is very similar to his
namesake. He’s gentle when
he plays and is something of a
little klutz. Pooka would love
to cuddle and knead a kind
adopter to show his affection.

Partnership for Animal Welfare (PAW) is an all-volunteer,
not-for-profit group. To adopt an animal, volunteer or make a
tax-deductible donation, visit www.paw-rescue.org, call 301-
572-4729 or write to PAW, P.O. Box 1074, Greenbelt, MD
20768.

Pets of the Week

To have an item listed mail to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the
following week’s paper.

The Winston Churchill High
School Art Department will show-
case art through Feb. 7 at The
Behnke Nurseries’ River Road loca-
tion. Free. 301-983-9200.

Alexander Dennis and
Brittani Director , both of
Potomac, were named to the dean’s
list at McDaniel College.

Montgomery County Public
Schools students were named semi-
finalists in the 2009 Intel Science
Talent Search. Kavitha
Anandalingam and Mingda Su
from Walt Whitman High School and
Philip Kong from Thomas S.
Wootton High School.

The following Potomac students
were recently named to the dean’s
list at the College of William and
Mary for the fall 2008 semester:
Eleanor Chessen, Seung Han,

School Notes

Daniel Leifer and John Roche.

The following Potomac students
were named to Bucknell University’s
dean’s list:

❖ Katherine L. Beckett, daugh-
ter of Steven and Polly Beckett and a
2005 graduate of Winston Churchill
High School.

❖ Katherine A. Brown, daugh-
ter of Russell and Barbara Brown and
a 2008 graduate of Winston Churchill
High School.

❖ Emily C. Fiuzat, daughter of
Homer and Cynthia Fiuzat and a
2008 graduate of Saint Andrews Epis-
copal School.

❖ Cynthia A. Iselin, daughter of
Richard and Amy Iselin, and a 2008
graduate of Winston Churchill High
School.

❖ Katina A. Kempel, daughter
of Kevin and Alexandra Kempel and
a 2008 graduate of Thomas Sprigg
Wootton High School.

❖ Rachel E. Sherbill, daughter
of Raymond and Barbara Sherbill and
a 2005 graduate of Winston Churchill
High School.

‘Israel after Gaza’
Bret Stephens, former editor-in-chief of the Jerusalem Post,

and columnist for the Wall Street Journal’s weekly “Global
View,” spoke on “Israel After Gaza: An Update from the Front”
at Congregation B’nai Tzedek, Wednesday, Jan. 21.

His talk, attended by more than 200 people, was co-spon-
sored by CAMERA (the Committee for Accuracy in Middle East
Reporting in America) and Congregation B’nai Tzedek.
Stephens covered many aspects of the Gaza conflict includ-
ing: Egypt’s role; the biased reporting by American journal-
ists; and his belief that peace will not be possible until Hamas
is removed from power. Congregation B’nai Tzedek, a Con-
servative synagogue of more than 600 families, is located at
10621 South Glen Road in Potomac.

Rabbi Stuart Weinblatt, left, of Congregation B’nai
Tzedek and Bret Stephens, columnist for the Wall
Street Journal, answer questions from the audience.

Community
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On-l ine ordering
now avai lable!

20% off your first
on-line order!


