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Brenda Belfield poses
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her collage paintings
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News
Reston Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-917-6428 or reston@connectionnewspapers.com

F
rederic Philip Hubert passed
away on Friday, Jan. 23, 2009.
He was born on Oct. 12, 1912

in Everett, Mass.  He was the husband
of Thelma M. Hubert; and leaves be-
hind one son, Philip P. Hubert of
Tampa, Fla.; one stepson, Ernest D.
Mann of Yorktown, Va.; one step-
daughter, Frances M. Lockwood, of
Jackson, Tenn. and eight grandchil-
dren and three great-grandchildren.
He retired after 35 years of service
from the U.S. Department of Agricul-
tural Quarantine Service in May, 1975.
He spent more than half of his career
on overseas assignments in West
Indies, Europe, Indonesia, The Middle
East, as well as North and East Africa
as Plant Protection Advisor. He had
been a Herndon Citizen of the Year
and formerly served as Executive Di-
rector of the Herndon Chamber of
Commerce. Past member of the Reston
and Herndon Rotary and was a Past
President of the Herndon Rotary and
a Paul Harris Fellow. He was a mem-
ber of St. Timothy Episcopal Church
in Herndon where the services were
held. In lieu of flowers donations may
be made to the charity or church of
your choice.

R
eston artist Brenda Belfield has
added to her collection of
Barack Obama-inspired artwork
and is now showing a series of

victory wreath designs and circular paint-
ing collages at her Artworks Gallery Stu-
dio. She said the works represent “a new
kind of dawning, a new kind of hope in
America.”

Belfield has previously sold Obama-
themed artwork to raise money for the
president’s campaign and at a December
fund-raiser for Reston Interfaith.

In addition to paint, glass and other ma-
terials, the artwork incorporates a variety
of cloths from Hawaii, Indonesia, Africa and

other places. “They symbolically represent
the variety of people in Mr. Obama’s back-
ground that also make up our country and
give it its strength,” Belfield said.

The circular collage paintings also include
words and phrases that Obama’s campaign
made iconic, such as “change” and “Yes, we
can.” “I was inspired by Mr. Obama’s words
at the time, so I decided to put words into

the art,” said the artist.
Most of the victory wreaths, on the other

hand, simply have the inauguration date
inscribed in their center. “Laurel wreaths
were early symbols of victory,” Belfield said,
adding that she had intended the works to
capture the spirit of celebration.

Belfield, who is a stained glass designer,
painter and art teacher, has shared the Art-
works Gallery Studio with other artists for
about five years and is seeking a group of
artists to form a co-op there. The studio’s
next exhibit will celebrate Valentine’s Day
with a set of paintings by Reston artists.

 — Mike DiCicco

Theatre students from South Lakes High School do some prestage rituals
before competing in the annual Liberty District Theatre One-Act Festival,
Jan. 24, at Marshall High School. South Lakes presented the one-act play,
“Check Please: Take 3.”

Lauren Whitley leads members of the South Lakes High School Theatre
department in a preperformance ritual while preparing to take the stage
at the festival.

South Lakes Competes in One-Act Festival
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Reston artist creates series of collage paintings, victory wreaths.

Inauguration Inspires Art

The date of Obama’s inauguration
is inscribed in one of Brenda
Belfield’s victory wreaths.
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Visit the Studio
 Artworks Gallery Studio is located at

11411G Sunset Hills Road. Call 703-464-
7477 or e-mail belfieldreston@yahoo.com.

Obituary

Frederic
Philip Hubert,
96, Dies
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News

Tracy Paradis and her daughter, Maeve Keck, Thursday,
Jan. 8, after the Mexican fiesta dress rehearsal in the
gymnasium at Terraset Elementary School in Reston.

Second-graders at Terraset Elementary School in
Reston practice a variety of Mexican songs and
dances at the dress rehearsal Thursday, Jan. 8.
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Mexican Fiesta at Terraset ES
Students present Mexican song, dance, culture.

By Janelle L. Plummer

 The Connection

S
econd-graders at Terraset Elemen-
tary School in Reston did not have
to travel far to learn about Mexico.
On Jan. 8, the students invited their

parents to a Mexican fiesta to show and share
songs, dances, artwork and information they
learned during their study of Mexico.

Liz Sasson, a second-grade teacher, whose
class participated in the fiesta, said learn-
ing about Mexico was a part of the curricu-
lum. All three of the second-grade classes
participated in the fiesta.

“We wanted to make it authentic and col-
laborative,” Sasson said.

Sasson said the students were able to
learn about Mexico beyond the walls of the
classroom. She said they learned about the
country in their art, music and Spanish
classes. The students learned Mexican
dances in physical education class.

Nevertheless, Sasson said sometimes it is
a challenge.

“Having a large group and coordinating
three classrooms at once is the hardest
part,” Sasson said.

Sasson said Mary Wehle, the art teacher
at Terraset, went on a month-long trip to
Mexico. She was able to incorporate what
she learned into the artwork.

Maeve Keck, a second-grader, participated
in the fiesta.

“The hardest part is the dancing part,”

Maeve said, “because it’s hard to remem-
ber everything and the part where you are
supposed to go.”

Maeve said the best part is that the sec-
ond-graders had the opportunity to prac-
tice a lot and learn about Mexico.

Maeve’s mother agrees.
Tracy Paradis said her daughter has met

so many people from Mexico in her class.
“This is so multicultural,” Paradis said. “It
makes it a real life experience, too. This is
our first year at Terraset. I am so impressed
with the children.”

PARADIS SAID ALL of the teachers did a

nice job. She said her daughter learned
about what Mexicans eat and wear.

Paradis said her family just moved from
Salisbury, Md., on the Eastern Shore to
Fairfax County. She said it is a big differ-
ence.

“Both of my children are happy [at
Terraset],” she said, “and we’re not going
anywhere.”

After the fiesta second-graders sold chips
and queso. All proceeds from the sales were
sent to a Mexican school in need.

Sasson said the second-graders are in-
volved in a service-learning project to raise
money for the school.

Second-graders at Terraset Elementary School in Reston at the Mexican
fiesta dress rehearsal Thursday, Jan. 8.

Gay Hitchcock, executive director
at the Robert E. Simon Jr.
Children’s Center.
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Top-Notch Care
Robert E. Simon Jr.
Children’s Center
receives NAEYC
reaccreditation.

By Julian Laurent

 The Connection

I
n the first week of January, the Robert
E. Simon Jr. Children’s Center was hon-
ored with reaccreditation by the Na-

tional Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC).

Though the children’s center, located off
Cameron Glen Drive, was already NAEYC
certified, the reaccreditation is especially
significant because of the NAEYC recently
increased standards of assessment.

Denise Van Wyngaardt, parent and presi-
dent of the board of directors at the children’s
center, said that across the nation and par-
ticularly in this area day-care centers were
forced to seriously consider whether or not
to pursue NAEYC certification. Faced with
“markedly increased standards, more strin-
gent criteria and a number of time-consum-
ing aspects,” the decision to pursue certifi-
cation would essentially mean many more
hours of unpaid work per day for teachers
and administrators.

REACCREDITATION is given every five
years and indicates a program’s excellence
in at least the following 10 areas: relation-
ships, curriculum, teaching, assessment of
child progress, health, teachers, families,
community relationships, physical environ-
ment, leadership and management.

“The board is very proud with the efforts
of our staff,” Wyngaardt said. “They’ve put
together a top-notch package and it’s great
to see the fruits of their labor pay off.”

Rosemary Kendall, a member at large on
the board, has a background in early child-
hood development and childhood care cen-
ters. While she too is proud of the work the
teachers and staff have accomplished at the
children’s center, she realizes that more
needs to be done across the nation to raise
standards in early childhood care.

“By placing more focus on curriculum and
retaining staff members for at least whole

See Caring Enviroment,  Page 7
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Lake Anne Nursery Kindergarten

Discover the LANK Advantage

LANK is dedicated to providing top
quality Preschool, Pre-K, and Full Day
Kindergarten education in a caring and

stimulating environment.

12021 North Shore Drive,
Reston

703.437.0035
www.lankschool.com

29th– 9:30 am & 1:30 pm

OPEN HOUSE

January

Kindergarten
Information Session

January 16th – 10 AM

Call Ahead to Schedule

See Inspiring,  Page 12

News

By Mike DiCicco

 The Connection

T
he Presidential Inauguration on
Jan. 20, marked by parties all
over Washington, D.C., was to
be a time when the country

bridged divides and came together as one.
Perhaps no inaugural soiree lived up to this
ideal like the one thrown by the Stafford
Foundation, based in Reston and founded
by Fairfax resident Earl Stafford.

At the People’s Inaugural Project Ball in
the historic J.W. Marriott Hotel, wounded
veterans, former drug addicts, battered
women, people with mental and physical
disabilities and men and women living in
shelters shared dances with business, com-
munity and government leaders. Thanks
largely to donated clothing, accessories and
time, the marginalized and the mainstream
were hardly distinguishable from one an-

other.  “That night, you could not tell the
haves from the have-nots. I mean, every-
body looked presidential,” Lavern Chatman,
president and CEO of the Northern Virginia
Urban League, said. Her organization was
a partner to the Stafford Foundation in plan-
ning the two-day event and Chatman was
chair of the ball.

OF THE MORE than 1,000 revelers at
the inauguration night ball, 300 to 400 were
disadvantaged people from around the
country who normally could not have at-
tended such an event, said Stafford Foun-
dation spokesman Ted Kresse. They had
been selected by organizations that served
them, such as the Urban League, D.C.’s N

Street Village women’s homeless shelter, the
Army Wounded Warrior Program and Boys
and Girls Club of America. The rest of the
guests, Kresse said, were friends and fam-
ily of the Stafford Foundation or were local
and national leaders who Stafford had
wanted to bring together with his less for-
tunate guests.

The Northern Virginia Urban League had
solicited gowns from sororities, the Links
Incorporated women’s organization and
others and received more dresses than it
could handle, Chatman said. Many had
been worn only once, while others still
sported price tags, she said. Leftovers were
given to the Salvation Army and partygoers
took home the clothes they wore.

“It’s not like the women were wearing
dresses from the 1980s. These were all
beautiful gowns,” Kresse said.

Also donated were tuxedos, shoes, acces-
sories and the time and skills of professional
hair stylists, fingernail and makeup artists
and tailors and seamstresses. “We were ac-
tually able to set up a real boutique at the
Marriott,” Chatman said.

The ball kicked off with a champagne and
wine reception, followed by what Chatman
called a “first-class, sit-down meal,” before
the dancing began. Musicians such as the
Marcus Johnson Jazz Trio and Jean Carne

Stafford Brings Inauguration to the People
Paths of the powerful
and the less fortunate
cross at local
businessman’s inau-
guration celebration.

 Photo courtesy of the Stafford Foundation

 Through his Reston-based foundation, Fairfax City businessman Earl
Stafford included the marginalized in Inauguration Day festivities.
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Opinion

By Sharon Bulova

Democratic Candidate for

Chairman of the Board of

Supervisors

I
n my years as a member of
the Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors, I have had the
opportunity to meet and

work with many people from all
parts of Fairfax. I am gratified that
people tell me that they have cho-
sen to live here because they en-
joy the excellent schools, excep-
tional public safety, and first rate
business climate.  They tell me that
realize that is a good place to live,
work, raise a family and grow old.

In the upcoming Feb. 3 election
for the Chairman of the Board, the
most important message
that I hear from voters is that
they realize the good things
about Fairfax County haven’t
happened by accident.  Vot-
ers know that we are one of
the best managed jurisdictions of
our size in the country because we
have had public leaders who have
paid attention, set priorities, made
the tough decisions, and de-
manded quality in all that we do.

In the 21 years, I have served
on the Board, I have chaired the
budget committee for 17 of those
years. I know that our budget is
our most important statement of
our values. We can say we are for
something, but it we aren’t will-
ing to put resources there, we are
misleading. I know that building
the annual budget is a constant
quest for the best balance between
revenue and expenses. We have a
AAA bond rating, and we also have
schools that rank among the very
best in the United States. We have
welcomed diversity as a great as-
set, even though that same diver-
sity has challenged us and some-
time cost us more to provide the
services people here need and de-

mand. We have worked hard
to find the right balance.

Voters know that our
Board works best when we
work together. I have a long
record of reaching “across
the aisle” and working with

people from all parts of the county
to build consensus about priorities.
Voters know that I have been a
leader in developing new ways to
get public input, connect public
and private resources, and im-
prove the quality of life for every-
body.

Voters know that in the past I
was one of the most consistent
advocates for mass transit to help
relieve our traffic mess. I was one
of the early sponsors of the Vir-
ginia Railway Express (the VRE)
and have spent the last ten years
as an advocate for rail to Dulles.

Voters know that as Chairman
of the Board, I will continue that
civil consensus-building open and
honest approach. I won’t walk
away from a problem because it is
hard or because I didn’t get my
way. I will the leader of the Board
and will set the agenda, but I will
always respect those who dis-
agree.

Respectfully, I ask the citizens of
Fairfax County for your vote on
Feb. 3.  I pledge that I will always
work to keep Fairfax the place
where people will want to chose
to live, work, and play.

By Pat Herrity

Republican Candidate for

Chairman of the Board of

Supervisors

C
ampaigns are about
highlighting differ-
ences, but I am confi-
dent we can agree on

one thing: Fairfax County is a great
place to live. For decades we have
had the best schools and beauti-
ful parks. We’ve had a Triple-A
bond rating since 1975, and we
have been the economic engine for
the state.

Yet our future success is not pre-
ordained. We currently face sig-
nificant challenges. Most pressing
is our $650 million shortfall, the
largest in our history and
larger than all of our sur-
rounding jurisdictions com-
bined. We face this shortfall
despite the fact that taxes on
homeowners have doubled
in the past seven years. County
spending has exploded, growing
the budget by a billion dollars be-
yond inflation and population
growth, squandering the good
times on misplaced priorities.

We’ve spent $200 million in the
past two years to buy government
housing and have built a large
housing bureaucracy that makes
us among the largest landlords in
the County. We’re subsidizing
housing for those making $99,000
a year.

At the same time, our schools
are in dire need of renovations and
class sizes continue to increase.
Teacher pay has dropped from
highest in the region to sixth high-
est. Despite this, the School Board,
with my opponent’s support,
wants to spend $130 million on a
fancy administration building.

Fairfax County needs a leader
with tested financial skills, who
knows how to read a balance
sheet, how to say “no,” and who
will focus spending on priorities. I
am a chief financial officer with
an award-winning financial track
record of turning around troubled
companies. I am the only candi-
date for Chairman with the finan-
cial experience necessary to lead
us out of this financial train wreck.

I am also a recognized leader in
transportation. I sit on the opera-
tions board for VRE, and was lead-
ing the effort for telecommuting
with the Northern Virginia Tech-
nology Council before
telecommuting was an accepted
concept. On the Board, I have led

the efforts for both short-
term and long-term im-
provements to the I-66 cor-
ridor.

Contrary to my opponent’s
accusations, I did not at-
tempt to block the Dulles

Rail project. In 2002, I filed suit
against the project in order to en-
sure it was competitively bid, in
an effort to save taxpayer money.
To date, the project has never been
competitively bid. I believe if it
had, we would have been able to
build a tunnel, the best option for
Tyson’s Corner, and still have met
federal cost standards.

We can’t afford to wait for Rich-
mond to solve our problems.
Thirty years ago when my father,
Jack Herrity, was chairman of the
Board, private-sector funding for
transportation outweighed fed-
eral, state and local funding com-
bined. Developers were held ac-
countable for infrastructure im-
provements. We need to return to
this kind of responsible leadership
and creative solutions.

We also need to make our com-
mercial tax base a priority. The
commercial tax base was 27 per-
cent but has now fallen to 17 per-
cent, shifting the tax burden onto
homeowners. It is important now
more than ever for government to
be responsive to the need for tax
relief for residents. That is why last
year I proposed a balanced bud-
get that included an actual tax cut
for homeowners. My budget also
included an increase in education
spending and more money for
public safety programs than the
budget passed by the Board.

I want my children to raise their
children in a Fairfax County that
is the best place to live, work, and
play. I ask for your vote on Feb. 3.

Major Party Candidates Plea Their Cases
Why Vote for Bulova? Why Vote for Herrity?

Bulova Herrity

In His

Own

Words

In Her

Own

Words

Vote Feb. 3
All Fairfax County polling

places will be open on Tuesday
Feb. 3 for the special election
for Chairman of the Board of
Supervisors to replace Gerry
Connolly.

Write
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Letters to the Editor
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

703-691-7999

Providing
Caring
Enviroment
From Page 4

News

years, the Simon center encour-
ages the overall development, like
relationships and work skills, not
just the safety element,” Kendall
said.

GAY HITCHCOCK, executive di-
rector of the Robert E. Simon Jr.
Children’s Center, said the main goal
of the program was to give children
a caring and loving environment
and assure parents that their chil-
dren are enrolled in a certified and
dedicated, quality program.

The Robert E. Simon Jr.
Children’s Center was founded by
a consortium of businesses and ci-
vilians in 1989 and became a cor-
poration in 1990. The center ac-
cepts applications for enrollment
year round and works with children
ages 3 months to entering kinder-
garten. The National Association
for the Education of Young Chil-
dren was founded in 1926 and is
the world’s largest organization
promoting early childhood devel-
opment and education.
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The County Line

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

R
esidents will have a stark choice
when they go to the polls on Feb.
3 to vote for the next chairman
of the Fairfax County Board of

Supervisors.
Of the two major political party candi-

dates, one is a political veteran who has
been a county elected official for more than
two decades. The other is a newcomer to
public office, who won his first election in
2007.

DEMOCRAT and Braddock District Super-
visor Sharon Bulova has served as budget
committee chair for 16 of the 21 years she
has been on the Fairfax County board. Her
colleagues also selected her to serve as the
board’s vice-chairman from 2003 to 2008.

Prior to being elected in the late 1980s,
she worked as a staff member for her po-
litical predecessor, Audrey Moore, and be-
came active in local politics as president of
the Kings Park West civic association.

By contrast, Republican and Springfield
District Supervisor Patrick Herrity has
worked mostly for local federal contractors
in the private sector since graduating from
Virginia Tech in 1982. With a background
in accounting, he specializes in helping to
overhaul companies and turn them around
financially, he said.

For his work in the high tech industry,
Herrity was named the Greater Washing-
ton Technology CFO of the Year in 1998 and
has been honored by the Northern Virginia
Technology Council and Fairfax County
Chamber of Commerce.

But Herrity has long-time connections to
county government as well. His father, Jack
Herrity, also served as chairman of the
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors for 12
years in the 1970s and 1980s.

THE CANDIDATES both see their differ-
ent backgrounds as advantages, especially
when it comes to dealing with next year’s
projected $650 million shortfall in the
Fairfax County budget.

Bulova’s extensive knowledge of the bud-
get means that she will have a better un-
derstanding of how county residents will
react to certain cuts to county services, she
said. She may also have a better under-
standing of the purpose of each county bud-
get line item and program than Herrity.

“My experience has given me a unique
and deep appreciation for the way the
county operates,” said Bulova.

Herrity said he brings creative and “out-
side the box” thinking with him from the
private sector. The Springfield supervisor
also majored in accounting in college and
emphasizes his financial background and

formal financial training. He is fond of quot-
ing a line from another popular business-
man-turned-politician, U.S. Sen. Mark
Warner, who frequently said voters should
support him because the country needs
more people on Capital Hill who “knew how
to read a balance sheet.”

“I have actually had to make the tough
decisions about a budget. I have actually
had to say no,” said Herrity.

SUPPORTERS of both Bulova and Herrity
often mention their backgrounds and ex-
periences as reasons voters should support
one candidate over another.

U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11), who
triggered the special election by resigning
as county chairman in early January, said
Bulova’s years of county board experience
makes her the stronger candidate.

“Sharon  has been chairman of the bud-
get committee for several years and the
budget is the single most important thing
we do on an annual basis. That is in sharp
contrast to her opponent who has one year
on the board. He has not been involved over
the long term in any of the major issues the
county faces,” said Connolly.

“There are few individuals in the county
that could rival Sharon’s qualifications [for
county chairman,]” he added.

BUT SUPERVISOR Michael Frey (R-Sully)
said he is supporting Herrity because he
would bring new energy, ideas and ap-
proaches to the county government.

Given the enormous budget shortfall, Frey
said the county is going to have to look for
different solutions to close the funding gap
than they have in the past.

“Just looking at things the way we have
isn’t going to cut it. That is what Sharon
would bring to the table – the way we have
always done it. I think Pat is going to have
a different approach,” said Frey. Frey and
Herrity are the two Republicans on the
Board of Supervisors.

Though Herrity joined the board only last
year, he had been working on several of the

county’s largest issues as an active member
of the business community, in addition to
his family background.

“Pat has been around long enough to un-
derstand issues and to understand govern-
ment. He is not coming in from out of the
blue,” said Frey.

Frey also noted that U.S. President Barack
Obama had relatively little experience in the
federal government before moving into the
White House a few weeks ago.

“The Democrats’ whole argument this fall
was change, change, change. But apparently
now, we don’t need change. Now, the old
hand is what we need. It is kind of funny to
hear them contradict themselves,” said Frey.

BULOVA does receive praise from her
Braddock District constituents, who find her
easy to work with and willing to talk
through problems.

“She is always so engaged and inclusive.
Even when people don’t agree with her, she
wants to sit down with them and listen to
what they have to say,” said Kala Quintana,
president of the Burke Centre Conservancy
Board of Trustees.

Bulova is especially skilled at helping
people in her district reach a consensus or
buy into ideas that they may have been
skeptical of at first.

For example, several residents were op-
posed to the new Virginia Railway Express
parking garage in Burke when it was first
proposed. So Bulova created a task force –
which included members who were in op-
position to the project – and asked them to
come up with recommendations to improv-
ing the parking structure’s design.

In the end, many of those who had been
opposed to the garage ended up support-
ing it because Bulova was able to negotiate
significant concessions from the builder for
the community.

“In the beginning, not too many people
wanted the garage. But we made it look
different from what they originally pro-
posed. We came up with a new design and
they did it. Sharon supported us the entire
time,” said Sam DiBartolo, a Burke resident
who sat on the garage’s task force.

HERRITY has also received positive re-
views for his work in the private sector.

Annandale resident Mary Ann Elliot cred-
its Herrity with turning around her telecom-
munications and government contracting
company, Arrowhead Global Solutions, Inc.

“He came into a very bad situation when
he came to work for me and he was able,
with 60 days, to completely overhaul the
financial structure of the company. I was
very very pleased. He has only my highest
recommendation. I owe him a lot person-
ally,” said Elliot, who was the founder, chief
executive officer and board chairman of the
company.

People enjoy working with him and for
him, Elliot said. “He has very strong lead-
ership skills, management skills and under-
stands the financial side of issues. I wish
more of our political leaders were that well-
rounded. There are some that are good lead-
ers and some are charismatic but not too
many understand the financial side of
things. Pat has it all,” said Elliot.

She added: “Far too many of our govern-
ment people have no concept of a profit loss
and really having to live with a budget, meet
payroll and deliver the kind of returns in-
vestors are looking for.”

Vote Feb. 3
The special election to select the next Fairfax County

Board of Supervisors chairman will take place Tuesday,
Feb. 3. Residents will vote at their normal polling station
from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. on that day.

There will be four candidates on the ballot, Sharon
Bulova (D), Patrick Herrity (R), and two independents,
Christopher DeCarlo and Carey Campbell.

Those who are eligible to vote absentee (see http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/eb/absentee.htm) can vote early
either in person or by mail.

In-person absentee voting is available at the  Fairfax
County Office of Elections in the Fairfax County Govern-
ment Center (12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite
323, Fairfax) from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. through Friday Jan.
30 and from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. on Saturday Jan. 31.

The Office of Elections must have already received a
voter’s absentee ballot application form if the person in-
tends to vote by mail. Election officials must also receive a
resident’s mailed-in ballot no later than 7 p.m. Feb. 3 in
order for it to be counted in the race.

Debate Highlights
 Supervisor Sharon Bulova (D-Braddock), Super-

visor Patrick Herrity (R-Springfield) and
Independent candidate Carey Campbell partici-
pated in a debate at Greenspring retirement
community in Springfield Jan. 13. The next day,
Bulova and Herrity also squared off at a second
event sponsored by the Fairfax County Chamber of
Commerce.  The following are some highlights
from the two forums:

❖ Herrity said he is concerned about Fairfax
County Public Schools’ teachers’ pay. Fairfax
County teachers have gone from being the highest
paid to the sixth highest paid in the region recently.
He would like to raise their pay, though as chair-
man, he would not have any direct authority to do
so. The Fairfax County School Board, not the Board
of Supervisors, oversees teaching salaries.

❖ Fairfax County currently sets aside one penny
of the real estate tax rate – approximately $22
million annually — for affordable housing.

Herrity wants to eliminate this program, usually
referred to as the penny for affordable housing.
Bulova is in favor of protecting this funding stream,
though she admitted it may have to be scaled back
in the face of  Fairfax’s projected $650 million bud-
get deficit next year.

❖ Herrity described himself as “very active” in
the push for high occupancy toll (HOT) lanes that
are currently being built on the Capital Beltway
from Springfield to just past Tysons Corner. He said
there are private firms who are also interested in
increasing capacity along Interstate 66.

❖ Campbell said a vote for his candidacy would
save the taxpayers money. If Bulova or Herrity won
the chairman’s race, another special election will
have to be held – at the taxpayers’ expense – to find
their replacements at the district supervisor level.
Since Campbell is not an elected official, no addi-
tional elections would have to be staged if he were
elected chairman.

❖ In the next budget cycle, Bulova said the
county school system would most likely get all the
money it needs to keep the schools “as excellent as
they are.” But she said the school system was not
likely to get all the money it asks for.

“The schools will not get everything but we will
not sacrifice our education system,” said Bulova.

❖ Herrity said Fairfax County must come terms
with illegal immigration and the strain it puts on
the locality’s school system, social services and
housing stock. As chairman, he would address
those issues but not in a “mean spirited” manner
like Prince William County officials recently have
done, he said.

Chairman’s Race: A Matter of Experience?
Candidates come
from different
places professionally.

More at www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Bulova Herrity

Campbell DeCarlo
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Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 9-6
Wed: 9-5 • Sat: 10-3

703-471-7120

Authorized Agent of

Around the corner from the Ice House  •  Across the street from the Fire Station
Same block as Jimmy’s Tavern

681 Spring Street, Herndon  •  Under same ownership for 45 years

Oriental Rug Cleaning & Repairs In Our Plant
Wall-to-Wall Carpet Cleaning

In-Home or Office  •  High Rise a Specialty

FREE Pickup & Delivery for Rolled & Ready Rugs

Master Weaving • Restoration  • Pet Odor Removal
• Woolgard • Water Damage Experts •

Same Location Since 1969
Carpet &HardwoodOn Sale

All work done by our Employees

News

Dr. Michael McKee, presi-
dent of the Reston Commu-
nity Orchestra, gives the
introductory remarks.

Reston singer Beverly
Cosham performs at the
Martin Luther King celebra-
tion.

Donald Fleary and maestro
Dingwall Fleary congratu-
late each other following
their performance.
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RCO Performs for  ‘Standing Room Audience’

T
he Reston Community Orchestra celebrated
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day with
a concert Saturday, Jan. 17, 6-8 p.m., at the

Reston Community Concert. The turnout was huge, a
“Standing-room-only” situation, some saying it was
largest crowd ever to come to a concert at the Center.
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Part four
In series.

New Summer
Concert Series

Reston Heights Concerts on the
Square

Westin Reston Heights, 11790 Sunrise
Valley Drive, Reston

Visit Vinifera, a wine bar and res-
taurant in Reston’s latest hotel,
Westin Reston Heights, at the right
time and be treated to a free out-
door concert. The Reston Heights
Concerts on the Square is a series
of monthly concerts in the summer
that feature more than free live
music. Most concerts also feature
free refreshments such as water,
popcorn and Ben & Jerry’s Home-
made Ice Cream. For more infor-
mation visit www.reston-
heights.com.

Summer Saturday
Concerts

Reston Concerts on the Town
Reston Town Center Pavilion, Reston
703-912-4062
Looking for weekly variety in

your musical entertainment, visit
Reston Town Center on Saturdays
in the summer. The Reston Con-
certs on the Town brings the area’s
top acts from all sorts of musical
backgrounds, from Motown to
Country music styles. Many bring
lawn chairs or picnic blankets to
enjoy the free concerts. The con-
certs take place on Saturday nights,
from 7:30 to 10 p.m., at the Reston
Town Center pavilion. For more
information call the concert hotline
at 703-912-4062.

Attend Friday
Night Live

Friday Night Live
777 Lynn St., Herndon
From the beginning of May until

the end of August, Friday nights in
Herndon are the place to see free
live music as the town green, lo-
cated behind the Herndon Munici-
pal Center on Lynn Street is con-
verted to an outdoor concert hall

for the Herndon-Dulles Chamber of
Commerce’s concert series “Friday
Night Live.” Never a cover and al-
ways entertaining, the chamber
and other local sponsors, includ-
ing Washington, D.C.’s alternative
radio station, DC101, bring to-
gether some of the region’s most
promising young acts. Vendors pro-
vide the food and beer and the
bands provide the music for this
family-oriented local music event.
For band line-ups and more infor-
mation, visit Friday Night Live’s
official web site at
www.herndonrocks.com.

Music Under
The Stars

Herndon Town Green — Herndon
703-435-6800
A series of free musical perfor-

mances occur Thursdays, 7:30-9
p.m., hosted by the Herndon Parks
and Recreation Department. Per-
formers come from a variety of
geographic origins and the music
played is as varied as the places the
entertainers are from. The series
also features homegrown talent.

Watch the Towne
Square Singers

Towne Square Singers
269 Sunset Business Park Drive,

Herndon
703-481-5930
Enjoy singing or listening to

music? So does Jean Goldsby. More
than 20 years ago Goldsby founded
Herndon’s Towne Square Singers
— a group of talented vocalists that
perform at the Industrial Strength
Theater. Still performing to this
day, the group has taken on a vari-
ety of projects and productions and
perform mostly in December, late
April and early May. The group re-
hearses each Monday evening from
7:30 to 9 p.m. at Holy Cross
Lutheran Church in Herndon. Au-
ditions are held twice a year in
September and January. For tick-
ets and performance dates contact
the Herndon Community Center at
703-435-6868.

Simply ‘Devine’
Ned Devines

2565 Centreville Road, Herndon
703-793-7376
Ned Devines is one of the pre-

mier places to see local rock n’ roll
bands who are trying to make it
big. Gonzo’s Nose, 2U, The Alter-
nate Routes, Jack’s House and a
slew of other local acts have all
come through here, entertaining
the masses. With live bands on Fri-
day and Saturday, as well as DJs
on Wednesdays, this is a must see
venue. Visit www.neddevines.com
for more.

Jamming at Jimmy’s
Jimmy’s Old Town Tavern
697 Spring St., Herndon
703-435-5467
In the heart of Herndon’s historic

downtown, Jimmy’s Old Town Tav-
ern holds an open mic night
Wednesday at 9:30 p.m Perform-
ers range in genre and include
singer-songwriters as well as full
bands. Acoustic artists play first,
followed by the bands. After the
bands perform, the scene trans-
forms into an “Open Jam” session
where anyone can play. Visit
www.jimmystavern.com for sign-
up details.

Dance

Doing The Two-Step
Monthly Country-Western Dance
Reston Community Center, Hunters

Woods
703-476-4500
The Reston Community Center’s

monthly Country-Western Dance
features dances like the line-dance,

two-step, hustle and swing and can
be quickly mastered by anyone re-
gardless of skill level. Dances take
place monthly in RCC’s Hunters
Woods Community Room from
6:30-9:30 p.m. Refreshments are
provided. Admission is $5 per per-
son. The dances are for people age
18 or older. Visit
www.restoncommunitycenter.com.

Dance Under
The Stars

Annual “Dance Under the Stars”
Reston Town Center
11921 Freedom Drive, Reston
Dance the night away under the

twinkling stars at the Town Cen-
ter. This elegant affair features
music that ranges from salsa, to
swing, ballroom and classical. Des-
serts are offered buffet style with
non-alcoholic drinks. Feel free to
put on your best, as this special
dance only comes around once a
year. Black tie optional. Price is
$10. This annual event takes place
in mid-June. Visit www.reston.org.

Tutus and
Toe Shoes

Reston Institute for the Arts
2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston
703-430-8768
The Reston Institute for the Arts

is a premier dance studio in the
Reston area. They have been con-
ducting dance classes since 1983,
and they teach over 10 different
types of dance, including some

unusual ones such as modern jazz
and urban tap. They also have vo-
cal and acting classes. Their classes
are for all ages, range from begin-
ning to advance, and most classes
meet once a week. The cost is de-
pendent on the number of classes
you attend and costs range from
$100 to $160 per class, and costume
fees are separate. In addition to
classes, RIA also has two in-house
companies, the Reston Youth Danc-
ers and the Reston Jazz Ensemble.
The classes meet in two locations:
RCC Hunter Woods and the RCP
Rehearsal Hall. For registration and
more information, visit their web site
at www.restondance.org.

Belly Dancing
La Kasbah Moroccan Restaurant,

Washington Plaza at Lake Anne Village
Center, Reston

La Kasbah Moroccan Restaurant
is home to live belly dance perfor-
mances every Wednesday at 7:30
p.m. and every Friday and Satur-
day at 8 p.m. For more informa-
tion call 703-707-0733.

Top Notch Ballet
Performances

Reston Conservatory Ballet
2254 Colts Neck Road, Hunters

Woods Shopping Center, Reston
Established in 1972, the Reston

Conservatory Ballet offers a vari-
ety of classes to dancers of all ages,
from 18 months-old to adults.
Classes in Ballet, Irish, Flamenco,
Jazz, Tap and Hip Hop dancing are
available, as well as pre-profes-
sional programs. The
Conservatory’s signature annual
event is the staging of the Nut-
cracker in December. For more in-
formation on Reston Conservatory
Ballet, including information on
class sessions and fees, visit
conservatoryballet.com.

Swing Your Partner
Swing Dance with Tom and Debra
Reston Sport and Health Club
11445 Isaac Newton Square,

Reston
Tom Koerner and Debra

Sternberg teach swing dancing
with a smile, as is evident each year
in the Reston Holiday Parade where
the GottaSwing dance studio is al-
ways among the favorites. Don’t
know the steps? No problem — this
ongoing event offers beginner les-
sons for a half an hour before the
dance. The cost for participating is
$15. Visit www.gottaswing.com.

Movies

Movies From
Around The World

Independent & International Films
The CenterStage,
2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston

Photo by Mirza Kurspahic/The Connection

Myatt Taezar Lynn of Springfield performs the Water
Dance from Myanmar, formerly Burma, at the 5th Annual
Asian Festival held in Reston in August 2008. Tens of
thousands of visitors witnessed dancing, music, martial
arts and other performances highlighting Asian cultures.
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A big barrel of popcorn and a
summer blockbuster can be a fun
escape, but sometimes it’s more
rewarding to broaden your hori-
zons by watching independent and
international films. The
CenterStage, Reston Community
Center’s performing stage, offers a
film series that takes audiences
around the world and uncovers
new subject material. Films are
screened at 7:30 p.m. on scheduled
Sundays. Visit
www.restoncommunitycenter.com/
film.htm for a complete listing.

Meet Me
At the Movies

Reston Town Center Multiplex Cin-
emas

On the fourth Wednesday of each
month, residents 55 and older are
invited to check out what’s play-
ing at the Town Center Muliplex
for Free. Doors open at 9:15 a.m.,
movie starts at 10 a.m. Refresh-
ments are provided and door prizes
are distributed prior to the movie.
Call 703-435-6577.

Dive-In Movies
Reston Association Pools
Grab your favorite floating de-

vice and relax as Reston Associa-
tion pools are transformed into the-
aters. Presented at seven commu-
nity pools between mid-June and
early August, all ages are welcome
to kick back, indulge in some cold
drinks and popcorn and watch
their favorite movie. For times and
locations, visit www.reston.org.

Movies in the Park
North Hills Pavilion,
1325 North Village Road, Reston

Pack a dinner and a picnic blan-
ket and check out a movie under
the stars. Movies are shown on
designated days between June
and August. All ages welcomed,
children must be accompanied by
and adult. For times and movie
titles, visit www.reston.org.

Much more at

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Congratulations to the Robert E.
Simon, Jr. Children’s Center on

re-accreditation from the National
Association for the Education of

Young Children (NAEYC).

1800 Cameron Glen Drive • Reston, VA 20190
Ph: (703) 834 - 5880
www.simoncenter.org

RESCC Board of Directors

Our thanks and appreciation
to all the wonderful staff for

their hard work and dedication.

NAEYC Accreditation is the gold
standard of approval in the industry, and
the revised accreditation criteria have

raised the bar to new heights.  RESCC is
now one of the first early childhood
programs in the country to earn this

incredible mark of quality.

From Page 5

Inspiring Evening
played all the while.

THE EVENING was “absolutely magical,” she
said. “Lives were changed.”

Because powerful guests were
indistinguishable from those of
humbler means, everyone was
treated equally, said Stafford’s
son, Earl Stafford Jr., also a Fairfax
resident and the event’s chief of
staff. He said he thought everyone
involved came away better for the
night’s interactions. “People had
tears in their eyes. You had people who said they made
new acquaintances they wanted to follow after the
event,” he said.

And the People’s Inaugural Project was not only a
ball. Guests from out of town began arriving Sun-
day night and the first event was a Monday morn-
ing prayer breakfast attended by about 1,000 people.
A Martin Luther King Day luncheon followed. There
was a parade viewing on Tuesday afternoon and that
night’s ball was accompanied by a youth ball that
was attended by about 400.

Chatman estimated that a total of about 2,000
people participated in the festivities, with guests
from out of town attending all of the events.

Everything was invitation only and free of charge
for all guests.

“This was something that was given to my father
in a spiritual nature.

It’s something that he thought the Lord would have
him do,” Earl Stafford Jr. said. He said the idea had
come to his father in the spring, well before the elec-
tion, and the senior Stafford had already secured a
presidential suite at another hotel before his visit-

ing relatives had spotted Marriott’s offering of a $1
million inauguration package, including 300 rooms,
in the newspaper.

Chatman, who has known Stafford for about 15
years, said she had happened to be standing in front

of the Marriott hotel when she re-
turned a call to Stafford shortly
after Election Day. It turned out
he had called to ask her to reserve
the massive inauguration package.
“I said, ‘Earl, I’m standing right in
front of the J.W. Marriott,’” she re-
called. “He said, ‘OK, that’s an-
other divine order.’”

By the event’s end, the Stafford Foundation had
spent closer to $2 million than the original $1 mil-
lion price tag.

THIS WAS the first major undertaking by the foun-
dation, which was started in 2002. However, since
Stafford sold his company, the Centreville-based
Unitech, to Lockheed Martin in December, he intends
to make the foundation more active, Kresse said.

Earl Stafford Jr. said he was sure local projects
would be on the agenda, but no specifics had been
laid out yet. He said the family acts on the axiom
that “to whom much is given, much is required.” Also,
he said of the inaugural project, “We believe that with
many hands, the burden was light.” Thirty-five local
and national organizations helped to find attendees
and pull off the event.

Chatman said she thought Stafford’s event was only
the beginning of “some of the healing we’ve needed
as a nation and some of the healing we need as a
world,” which she hoped would be inspired by the
new administration.

“I’m inspired personally,” she said.

“It’s something that
he thought the Lord
would have him do.”

 — Earl Stafford Jr.

Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries
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Pediatric & General
Dentistry

Dental Care with
The Gentle Touch!

NEW! LASER procedure for fillings.
Many pediatric patients can be

treated without novocaine!

Children love our
entertainment

center with
video games.

Howard Mitnick, DDS
Nooshin Monajemy, DDS

Heidi Herbst, DDS, FAAPD
21475 Ridgetop Circle, Sterling, VA

703-444-3710
www.sterlingVAsmiles.com

•Bleaching   •Special Needs Patients
•Nitrous Oxide   •Cosmetic Restorations 
•Invisalign   •IV Sedation Available

Loudoun County

To add your Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call Lauri Swift or

Winslow Wacker
703-821-5050 or E-Mail the info to

Lauri@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 pm.

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this Connection Newspaper.
 For more real estate listings and open houses visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com,

click the Real Estate links on the right side.

*Featured Home-19213 Sweig Ter., Lansdowne, $395,000
Sun 1-4, Stephen Adamson, Weichert, 703-470-8356

Stunning Views Are Waiting for You at These OPENS
Jan. 31st & Feb. 1st

Herndon
1364 Dominion Ridge Ln......$749,000....Sun 1-6............Nancy Marino................HIS Realty ...................703-787-9582
13621 Flintwood Pl NE.........$579,000....Sun 12-4..........Seema Sinha .................Keller Williams ............ 703-343-5726
13205 Stablebrook Way........$689,735....Sun 1 - 4 ........Linda Smith...................Samson Realty............703-338-0060

Reston
2132 Glencourse Ln ............. $399,900....Sun 1-4............Cookie Lipin .................. Long & Foster ............. 703-435-4312
1737 Wainwright Dr..............$355,000....Sun 1-4............Ellen Moyer ...................Remax.........................703-298-6444

Ashburn
43292 Amanda Kay Ct., SE...$529,000....Sun 1-4............Slav Ilyev.......................ERA.............................703-774-4042
20119 Muirfield Village Ct. ...$630,000....Sun 1-4............Julie Hertel ....................Long & Foster ............. 571-243-5952
21279 Irongate Way.............$435,000....Sun 1-4............Kuljeet Chabbewal.........Weichert......................703-726-3909

Broadlands
42954 Cedar Springs Ct........$549,000 ...Sun 2-4............Diane DiMillio................Long & Foster ............. 703-431-3591

Lansdowne
19213 Sweig Ter...................$395,000....Sun 1-4............Stephen Adamson.........Weichert......................703-470-8356

Leesburg
508 Beauregard Dr., SE.........$549,000....Sun 1-4............Dawn Perusse ...............Long & Foster ............. 703-669-6715
42220 Big Springs Ct............$649,000....Sat & Sun 1-4 ..Patsy Jean Harrington...Fairfax Realty...............703-963-8515
18721 Potomac Station Dr....$455,000....Sun 1-4............Betty Dajani...................Weichert......................202-841-8747
556 Tuliptree Sq., NE............$282,500....Sat 1-4 .............Debra Saunders.............Weichert......................703-777-3977

Potomac Falls
21223 Edgewood Ct. ............ $784,000....Sun 12-4..........Deborah Gorham...........Long & Foster ............. 703-581-9005

Purcellville
18125 Silcott Springs Rd......$610,000....Sun 1-4............Marcia Faircloth.............Prudential Carruthers..540-338-4171

Sterling
46705 Corkwing Sq..............$254,900....Sat 12-4 ...........Aziz Nawabi...................Coldwell Banker...........703 771-8888
47304 Middle Bluff Pl...........$645,000....Sun 1-3............Carole Jones..................Weichert......................703-759-6300
21083 Rotunda Ter. ..............$385,000....Sun 1-4............Stephen Adamson.........Weichert......................703-470-8356

Send announcements to reston@
connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-
917-6437. Deadline is Thursday for the
following week’s paper. Photos/artwork
encouraged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 28
Senior Movie Day. “PS I Love You”

will be shown in the Multiplex
Cinema at Reston Town Center,
11900 Market St., at 10 a.m.
Refreshments and door prizes
provided prior to movie. Free for
those 55+. Call 703-435-6530.

Relay for Life. 7 p.m., Reston
Sheraton, 11810 Sunrise Valley
Drive, Reston. A “Kick-Off Party” for
the 2009 Relay for Life will be held.
The Relay will be held May 30+31 at
South Lakes High School. Call Angee
Quattro at 301-466-3320 or Andrew
Sterling at 703-244-5881 to donate
or volunteer.

FRIDAY/JAN. 30
Winter Sky. The Walker Nature

Education Center, 11450 Glade
Drive, Reston, is hosting a winter sky
program, 7 p.m.–8:30 p.m. Learn
about the stars and folklore
associated with these celestial
objects. Meet at Quartermaster
Soccer Field located at the
intersection of Glade Drive and
Quartermaster Lane. Cost: $5/person
for Reston Association members; $8/
non-members. Reservations required;
call 703-435-6530 or e-mail
naturalist@reston.org.

SATURDAY/JAN. 31
Andrea Marcovicci. 3 p.m., Reston

Community Center, 2310 Colts Neck
Road, Reston. Andrea Marcovicci will
perform songs celebrating Fred
Astaire. Visit
www.andreamarcovicci.com.

Dine-In Movie. 6-9 p.m., Herndon
Community Center Pool, 814
Ferndale Ave., Herndon. Bring your
floats and rafts and watch a movie in
the pool. Doors open at 6 p.m.;
movie begins at 6:30 p.m. Pizza and
drinks available for purchase on the
pool deck. Children under 12 must be
accompanied by a parent or
guardian; children under 6 must
have a parent or guardian in the
water with them. Visit
www.herndon-va.gov or call 703-
787-7300.

THURSDAY/FEB. 5
Reston Garden Club. The Garden

Club will meet at 1:30 p.m. at Lake
Anne Community Center, 1609-A
Washington Plaza, Reston. The
program will be “Reston Garden Club
Goes to the Oscars” and several
members of the garden club will
show floral interpretations of movies
that have been nominated for an
Oscar.  Visit
www.restongardenclub.org.

FRIDAY/FEB. 6
Used Book Sale. Reston Regional

Library, 11925 Bowman Towne
Drive, is holding a “Mystery Mini
Used Book Sale” during regular
library hours through Wednesday,
Feb. 11.

SATURDAY/FEB. 7
Polar Dip. Camp Sunshine presents the

Virginia Polar Dip at 2 p.m. at Lake
Anne Village Center in Reston.
Participants must raise a minimum of
$100 in pledges. Prizes awarded for
top fundraisers and best costumes.
Visit www.freezinforareason.com/
virginiapp.html.

Calendar

Theater

Brantley M. Dunaway and Joshua Redford in “Brook-
lyn Boy.”

“Brooklyn Boy,” Reston Com-
munity Players at CenterStage of the
Reston Community Center, 8 p.m.,
Friday, Jan. 30; 8 p.m., Saturday,
Jan. 31; 2:30 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 1;
8 p.m., Friday, Feb. 6, and 8 p.m.,
Saturday, Feb. 7. See
www.restonplayers.org.

“Shining City,” Elden Street
Players at the Industrial Strength
Theatre, through Feb. 14. See
eldenstreetplayers.org.

“Hansel & Gretel,” Theater for
Young Audiences, Elden Street Play-
ers at the Industrial Strength
Theatre, Jan. 31-Feb. 15. See
eldenstreetplayers.org.

“The Full Monty,” Reston Com-
munity Players at CenterStage of the

Reston Community Center, 8 p.m.,
Friday, March 6; 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 7; 8 p.m., Friday, March
13; 8 p.m., Saturday, March 14
(sign interpretation); 2:30 p.m., Sun-
day, March 15; 8 p.m., Friday,
March 20, and 8 p.m., Saturday,
March 21; 2:30 p.m., Sunday,
March 22; 8 p.m., Friday, March
27, and 8 p.m., Saturday, March
28. See www.restonplayers.org.

“Falsettos,” Elden Street Players
at the Industrial Strength Theatre,
March 13-April 4. See
eldenstreetplayers.org.

“Something Different 2009,”
Theater for Young Audiences, Elden
Street Players at the Industrial
Strength Theatre, March 21-April
5. See eldenstreetplayers.org.
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Opinion

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

 State Delegate (D-36)

L
ast Thursday was a special
day in the House of Del
egates as it was the first

day that all 100 members of the
House occupied their seats — at
least until the House panoramic
photo was taken. Then the del-
egate-elect for the 46th House dis-
trict, Charniele Herring, had to
leave her seat and go to the back
of the chamber. Although a certificate of election has
been issued by the State Board of Elections, the Re-

publican majority refuses
to let her take her seat.
State law is clear that a
certificate of election

should result in a person taking his/her seat, but the
Republicans are hoping that a recount of what was a
close election might change the results. Meanwhile
the citizens of the 46th District are without repre-
sentation.

As chair of the House Democratic Caucus I an-
nounced last week with members of the Caucus an
agenda for the legislative session. The Democratic
agenda includes measures to reinvigorate the
economy, promote renewable energy investment and
energy efficiency measures, ensure the best educa-
tion possible for young Virginians and meet commit-
ments to our veterans.

We will push for an additional $5 million in the

budget for the Governor’s Opportunity Fund
to allow the governor to attract more busi-
nesses and good paying jobs to the common-
wealth. We support a bill providing tax incen-
tives for businesses hiring honorably dis-
charged veterans.

House Democrats recognize the immense
job creation potential in the field of renew-
able energy. Bills have been introduced to
incentivize job growth in renewable energy
fields and to direct the Virginia Department
of Taxation to recommend options for restruc-
turing the residential electric consumption tax
to promote energy efficiency while remaining

revenue neutral. I have introduced a bill to mandate
a 19 percent reduction in electricity demand by 2025
through efficiency measures.

House Democrats will once again oppose efforts
to alter the Standards of Quality funding formula
for public schools and place more of a burden on the
already cash strapped local governments. We will
work to make onetime cuts and to find payments to
defer, which do not have lasting negative effects on
education funding. Democrats support several bills
that respond to the unique needs of veterans includ-
ing access to colleges and universities.

Proposals to make voting easier and more acces-
sible by providing for an early voting period have
been defeated. Likewise, bills to provide for a
nonexcuse absentee ballot system have been rejected.

For information on legislation that has been intro-
duced and to follow the progress of particular bills,
go to http://legis.virginia.gov.

By John Lovaas

Civic Leader and Reston Impact Producer/Host

I
t seemed a perfect plan to see history in the
making! We had two tickets to the grounds of
the Capitol to watch Barack Obama sworn in

as our 44th President. And, our plan would get us to
the ticket gate comfortably: Drive to Harpers Ferry
on Monday; stay overnight in a quaint B&B; and,
take a seat Tuesday a.m. on the MARC train to Union
Station, just six blocks from the entrance to our re-
served area. It worked like a charm — at 8:30 a.m.
we arrived as planned at First and Louisiana, the
gate to the purple ticket viewing area.

Then the Secret Service, Capitol Police (Congress’s
private cops) and Homeland Security took over, and
displayed an uncaring incompetence totally at odds
with the throng’s joyful, celebratory mood. Thou-
sands of us of every age and race, from all over the

U.S. were packed
together like sar-
dines in the chiller
(25 to 30 de-

grees) along a fence where a gate was supposed to
be. If a person raised a hand, the packing was so
tight he couldn’t return it to his side. Medics had to
squeeze in to assist some who fainted from the closed
quarters. For four hours, several thousand purple
people with tickets to the promised land inched to-
ward a gate mysteriously relocated without notice.
At 12:30 p.m., the two of us and about 6,000 now
close friends were still 60 feet from a gate, having
neither seen nor heard our champion take the oath
of office.

NUMB with disappointment and outrage, the
crowd began to drift apart — some anxious to just

leave the city, some off to
the parade and others off to
congressional offices
nearby to ask what the hell
had happened. We trudged
the 20 blocks around barri-
cades to Congressman
Moran’s reception. He’d
been kind enough to hand
out many ill-fated tickets,
but had no explanation for
the total mismanagement at

the Capitol by federal, not D.C., authorities.
After a brief visit (including an hour to get through

security screening), we walked toward Union Sta-
tion to catch our 5:30 p.m. train to Harpers Ferry. Not
so fast, folks! DHS and others had another surprise.
For the thousands leaving and arriving, they contrived
to close off all but one corner entry to Union Station
precisely at crunch time. Thousands trying to flee D.C.
were jammed together trying to get home and the en-
trance was blocked by cops unable to deal with the
flow. A long, frustrating day ended in contrasts.

A THUG-LIKE DHS officer, without visible ID, got
verbally abusive and physically threatening with one
frustrated, but orderly citizen, pushing him into a
corner of a trailer. Just when I thought we were about
to witness real brutality, a white-haired Amtrak po-
lice officer stepped in, told the thug “your work here
is done,” and politely escorted the citizen and his
wife into the station, breaking the logjam for all. The
hero was Amtrak Police Chief John O’Connor, called
to the scene by Amtrak officers appalled by the DHS
officer’s behavior, but reluctant to take him on. On
that high note, we boarded the train to head home
to Reston.

See Letters,  Page 15

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
Reston’s esteemed founder,

Bob Simon, has once again
shown himself worthy of admi-
ration for being willing to ad-
mit that at least some of the
clear-cutting of trees in the
Snakeden is “truly unfortu-
nate.” [“Relax, Exhale, Revel in
Bigger Picture: Reston founder
reflects on stream restoration
debate,” Connection, Jan.14-
20, 2009] However, I must take
exception to his arguments.

It is true that the contractor
is expending considerable effort
to make changes to the plans
for the Glade Stream Valley.
That effort, while appreciated
by those of us who use and
cherish the Glade, was only
done in response to residents’
outcries after seeing the vast
clear-cutting of trees in
Snakeden. It is clear that nei-
ther RA staff nor the contractor
would have gone to such mea-
sures if public pressure had not
been placed upon them. It is
truly unfortunate that the citi-
zens had to take on the job of
RA staff in providing careful
oversight of this project, assur-
ing that the entire ecology was
considered, not just the
streams. Mr. Simon would like
us to trust the contractor and
RA staff, whom he considers to
be highly credentialed. After the
devastation in Snakeden, we
have found it very difficult to
trust anyone who is responsible
for this project. The DRB ap-
proved the work in Snakeden
and is set to do so for the Glade
at their review meeting on Jan.
27. We can only hope that they
are vastly more conscientious in
their oversight of the Glade
plan and demand no less from
the contractor than they would
for a homeowner. The future
and the magnificence of this
beautiful upland forest rest
squarely in their hands.

Mr. Simon’s argument against
the need for a complete de-
tailed plan for the stream recon-
struction project is flawed since
it does not take into consider-
ation the appropriate Army
Corps of Engineers permitting
process that the contractor
should have used. It is required
by law to provide a comprehen-
sive plan for public review for
many connected reaches of
stream work, yet the contrac-
tor has broken up a large
project with great environmen-
tal impact into multiple parts.
The Sierra Club states in a re-

Stream Restoration
Needs Supervision

cent letter, “As the project was
designed and implemented by
the same firm, using the same
construction equipment, on
land owned by the same asso-
ciation, under the same finan-
cial arrangements, and under
the same schedule process, it is
not appropriate to subdivide it.”
In fact, as the regulations re-
quire all areas in a headwater
to be considered cumulatively,
then all three streams of the
Difficult Run watershed
(Snakeden, Glade and Colvin
Run) should be covered under
a single individual permit, with
appropriate thorough review.
The consequence of using nu-
merous nationwide permits in-
stead of a single individual per-
mit is that the required compre-
hensive project review, includ-
ing formal public review, is cir-
cumvented. No formal environ-
mental impact statements were
prepared, adequate assess-
ments of migrating bird studies
and fish and wildlife were not
done, and no stream biological
and chemistry analysis ever
took place. Additionally, as far
as we know, an environmental
and construction performance
baseline was not set in place to
measure the project’s success.

Perhaps the most disturbing
issue is that RA never openly so-
licited any other professional
opinions or alternative ap-
proaches, but appears to have
been driven solely by what was
thought to be a financially at-
tractive offer by the contractor,
one based on a method un-
suited to our particular environ-
ment. We have yet to be con-
vinced, since no study was
done, that the vast scope of the
work being carried out and
planned for the immediate and
more distant future — possibly
any work at all in many places
— is really needed. When one
considers the sizeable profit
that will be made by the con-
tractor in the selling of mitiga-
tion credits, profit that could
have been Reston’s, our streams
would be more appropriately
described as “streams of gold.”
Free money, and lots of it, in the
form of the Northern Virginia
Stream Restoration Bank seems
to have been so attractive that
all caution was thrown to the
winds including the fact that
this $70 million-$90 million
dollar project was approved
without a formal member ref-
erendum required under Reston

General Assembly Blow by Blow

Richmond Report

The Purple Plan
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From Page 14

Association’s charter.
This is why criticisms by members of the Save the

Glade Coalition and others are far from what Bob
Simon terms “outlandish.” We are not opposed to
stream restoration, but after three months of exten-
sive research into the planning, financing, technical
approach and implementation of this $70 million
project, we are convinced, now more than ever, this
vast project needs the supervision of an independent,
nationally recognized environmental engineering
firm. There is no defensible reason for not doing so
and the citizens of Reston, the true stakeholders,
deserve no less.

Renette Oklewicz
Reston

Beneficial Impact of
Stream Restoration

 To the Editor:
Recently, there has been protest from Reston resi-

dents concerning the stream restoration project that
has been partially completed along Snakeden Branch.
I am writing to provide a counter viewpoint to those
who oppose the project.

I live along one of the restored sections of Snakeden
Branch. Prior to the stream restoration, this section
of stream was clearly unhealthy. The stream chan-
nel was scoured. The bare dirt that comprised the
banks was contributing to the heavy sediment loads
that wash down the stream during storms and into
Lake Audobon. There were narrow bends on which
the tall, old trees were barely hanging on.

Most of their roots were dangling in midair and it
was only a matter of time until the storm water
eroded away the remnants of soil, which held the
trees in place.

Now, only a few months after the restoration work
behind my house has been completed, the stream
looks significantly improved. After a rainstorm, the
vegetation on the stream banks is flattened, but there
are no longer any bare patches of dirt to contribute
to the turbidity loads in the storm water. The banks
have been graded to allow storm water to flow readily
into the adjacent floodplain. The bank segments sus-
ceptible to the greatest hydraulic forces during storm

events have been lined with rocks to ensure the
long-term stability of the stream channel.

The project critics appear to have focused on the
trees that were removed during the reconstruction
of the stream channel and on the use of heavy equip-
ment. Trees were cut down. Trees, however, will grow
back. Stream channels do not grow back: they con-
tinue to degrade unless their channel configuration
is altered to accommodate the storm water runoff
created by our impervious surfaces. It would be

extremely difficult to reconfigure the channel with-
out the use of heavy equipment and the removal of
trees. It may not be pleasant to see or hear the heavy
equipment during construction, but the result is
worth it. I, for one, am very glad that my house is
along the stretch of stream that has been restored.

Cindy Crane
Reston

Vibrancy Is Found
In Community

 To the Editor:
A few days ago I had an e-mail from Pat Herrity

who is running for the chairman of the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors. My daughter lives on the
boundary of the Wiehle Avenue Metrorail Station
redevelopment zone. It includes Great Meadow

Drive, Upper Lake and extends down to Purple Beech
and both arms of Lake Thoreau. The county’s cur-
rent comprehensive plan calls for high-density,
mixed-use development one-quarter of a mile from
the station platform tapering down to the one-half
mile mark. These mixed-use high-rises will include
low-cost and affordable housing units. In the 2003
comprehensive plan, these mixed-use high-rises were
to go all the way down to the one-half mile mark
without the tapering.

I drove down Great Meadow Drive for the first time
last week to see if it was run-down and in need of
redevelopment as Fairfax County planner Heidi
Merkel says are many of Reston’s 40-year-old neigh-
borhoods.

Great Meadow Drive and the cul-de-sacs make up
one of the loveliest neighborhoods in Reston. I saw
nothing but quite expensive and well kept up homes.
I have to ask why the county is planning to replace
beautiful homes with high-rise housing projects with
retail on the ground floor.

My daughter and her husband grew up in Reston
and live here with their three small children. They
both went to Sunrise Valley Elementary School. Is it
a good thing that they be driven from their home in
order to restructure Reston into a “high-density, tran-
sit-oriented, mixed-use satellite city” as County Su-
pervisor Cathy Hudgins has called it? Myself, I think
vibrancy is found in families, in neighborhoods and
in community. One does not find it in buildings.

In the e-mail Pat Herrity wrote in response to my
questions about redevelopment in Reston, he states,
“In my opinion, the current Board of Supervisors (in-
cluding my opponent) has been entirely too focused
on transit-oriented development. This transit-ori-
ented development makes up less than 10 square
miles of the county’s 495 square miles.

We need to put a new focus on protecting our resi-
dential neighborhoods. My mom still lives in the
house I grew up in, it is a great neighborhood and is
over 40 some years old.

“We need to put a new focus on protecting our
residential neighborhoods.” I agree and I will vote
for Pat Herrity Feb. 3 and I encourage other
Restonians to do the same.

Kathy Kaplan
Reston

Spirit of Reston
To the Editor:
Reston is known for its active, engaged residents

going all the way back to its beginnings. After founder
Robert E. Simon Jr. established Reston as a “New
Town” in the early ‘60s, gradually, citizen groups,
working alongside developers, planners and elected
officials, banded together to establish their own sense
of place. From transportation, to recreation, educa-
tion and the arts, these pioneer residents saw oppor-
tunities to play an integral part in contributing to
their quality of life and that of future generations.

We are now a middle-aged community, coming up
on a 45th birthday milestone. We have seen many
changes over Reston’s nearly half a century life span.
Essentially reaching residential build out in the mid-
90s, redevelopment has become more prevalent. We
see changes taking place in the urban core of Reston
Town Center and anticipate revitalization in historic
Lake Anne District with ongoing discussion and de-
bate about how this may happen. Reston has ma-
tured and aged, sometimes gracefully, other times
with some aches and pains. But never with our resi-
dents watching passively from the sidelines.

CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT was the very catalyst
that drove this project. A small, but determined,
group of RA members worked under the auspices of

See Letters,  Page 17
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Sports

Public Hearings Offer Platform

Herndon High’s Maria Hayden, a two-time defending Northern Region
All-Around champion, competes here in a competition at Chantilly High
earlier this winter season.

Fairfax County
athletic community
voices displeasure
with proposed cuts.
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 Notable and Quotable
 “I’m hopeful that such a program [indoor

track and field] will still be in existence
when my children reach high school.”

— Mike Mangan, Lake Braddock cross
country and track and field coach

 “Elimination of indoor track and field
would be penny-wise and pound-foolish. If
savings must be found, surely there are bet-
ter ways of doing so.”

—William Shapiro, McLean parent

 “Indoor track and field is not just a key
part of the general athletic program, but also
of the physical, social and emotional devel-
opment of thousands of young athletes each
year.”

—Matt Gilchrist, Chantilly cross country
and track and field coach

 “I understand that everyone must sacri-
fice, but to eliminate the most cost-effective
athletic program in all of Fairfax County
doesn’t make sense.”

— Rob Muzzio, Robinson graduate and
parent

 “Many gymnasts were never club gym-
nasts to begin with and would not even
make a club team. Club gymnastics is also a
very time consuming sport and is very, very
expensive.”

— Janelyn Price, Lake Braddock parent

 By Jason Mackey

 The Connection

I
n both gymnastics and track and
field, three minutes can repre-
sent a variety of things. On the
uneven bars, three minutes

could cause excruciating pain in even
the most accomplished gymnast’s
arms and those 180 seconds would
turn every head in America if dis-
played next to the 1,600-meter run.

But last
Wednesday
night at
Luther Jack-
son Middle
School in
Falls Church,
three minutes
represented
s o m e t h i n g
comple te l y
new for the
two sports in
F a i r f a x
County: a
platform.

Supporters
of both sports
were finally
given a
chance to
voice their
opinions over
the proposed
elimination of
gymnas t i c s
and indoor
track and
field from the
fiscal year
2009-10 bud-
get. Five
people spoke
in favor of
keeping gym-
nastics and
indoor track
and field,

with one supporting the former and
four lobbying for the latter.

Another set of hearings were sched-
uled for Tuesday night — after this
edition went to press — where more
three-minute speeches were expected
to occur.

“Elimination of indoor track and field
would be penny-wise and pound-fool-
ish,” argued McLean High School par-
ent William Shapiro, whose three chil-
dren graduated from the school. “If sav-
ings must be found, surely there are bet-

ter ways of doing so. Wouldn’t it make sense
for modest reductions in all team sports?”

A BUDGET PROPOSAL comprised of
three scenarios was unveiled at a Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors meeting back
in November, with gymnastics listed on all
three levels and indoor track and field only
on the most severe.

The budget alterations were brought forth
to close what was expected to be around a
$170 million-$180 million shortfall for the
school district. Cutting gymnastics would
cut around $221,000 and indoor track and
field would save $250,000.

But the shortfall has since ballooned to
around $215 million, depending on
whether or not the Board of Supervisors
accepts Schools Superintendent Jack D.
Dale’s latest budget, which requires a 3.5
percent funding increase.

“It is entirely dependent on what the
Board of Supervisors gives us,” Dale said.
“If there is no additional money, we will face
a $215 million shortfall.”

School Board member Phillip A.
Niedzielski-Eichner (Providence) started
the hearing Wednesday night by reaffirm-
ing that none of the decisions were final.
Dale recommended his $2.2 million bud-
get Jan. 8, and now the School Board will
listen to these public hearings, formulate
its own budget and submit that to the Board
of Supervisors for final approval.

THAT DIDN’T HELP quell the fears of

parents and coaches who spoke out against
the proposed measures. Matt Gilchrist,
Chantilly’s cross country and track and field
coach, kicked off the community’s reaction
by acknowledging the difficult task ahead,
but continued to express a desire that no
sport be eliminated.

“It is our hope as athletic supporters that
no sports be cut and that if economic needs
dictate that athletics be affected, such cuts
would include small, incremental cuts
across the board, rather than targeting in-
dividual programs,” Gilchrist said.

Janelyn Price, a Lake Braddock gymnas-
tics parent and a former collegiate gymnast
and coach, was the gymnastics community’s
lone representative Wednesday. Price ar-
gued that the Lake Braddock team had to
cut perspective team members for the first
time in a long time this season, while also
pointing out that club gymnastics might not
be a viable options.

“Many gymnasts were never club gym-
nasts to begin with and would not even
make a club team,” Price said. “Club gym-
nastics is also a very time consuming sport
and is very, very expensive.”

Wearing his jacket from the 1992
Barcelona Games, former Olympic
decathlete Rob Muzzio, a Robinson and
George Mason University graduate and now
a Robinson parent, stated that indoor track
and field involved nearly 2,800 high-school
athletes last season at a relatively low cost.

“In these times of budget crisis, I under-
stand that everyone must sacrifice. All pro-

grams should be under scrutiny and sub-
ject to reductions across the board. But to
eliminate the most cost-effective athletic
program in all of Fairfax County doesn’t
make sense.”

Herndon High girls gymnastics coach
Keith Naquin has been at the helm of the
Hornets for the past 18 years and was head
coach at South Lakes for 12 years prior to
that. He recently recalled the heartbreak
that resulted when boys high-school gym-
nastics was cut from the sports Fairfax
County curriculum in the late 1980s.

“I was there when the boys program got
cut and that was sad,” said Naquin, who
has led the Herndon girls to consecutive
Northern Region titles the past two years.
“I don’t know how this will pan out [in re-
gard to the girls]. These kids work hard.”

Naquin prefers to take an optimistic out-
look on the future of the sport in Fairfax
County.

“Anything can happen and I’m very hope-
ful,” he said. “You want [the students] to
enjoy the moment.”

Lauren Sullivan, a Herndon High senior
and one of the Hornets’ top scorers, said
her four years as a member of her school’s
gymnastics program has been a blast. The
Herndon and Chantilly High teams practice
with one another several times a week.
Sullivan has always loved the social and
competitive aspects of high-school gymnas-
tics.

“I’m really, really bummed even though
it wouldn’t effect me that much,” said
Sullivan, who will likely be off and com-
peting

collegiately over the next four years.
“We’ve always looked forward to gymnas-
tics in the winter and have had so much
fun. I’m really hoping they won’t [cut the
sport]. We’re really trying hard to keeping
it in there.”

“It is our hope
as athletic
supporters that
no sports be cut
and that if
economic needs
dictate that
athletics be
affected, such
cuts would
include small,
incremental
cuts across the
board, rather
than targeting
individual
programs”

— Matt Gilchrist,

Chantilly cross country

and track and field

coach
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the volunteer RA Ecology and Environ-
ment Committee. They saw a vital need to
fix the aging and broken streams and like
the early citizen pioneers of Reston, formed
a minicoalition and began the mending pro-
cess.

It started with a white paper in 2000, but
eventually led to a comprehensive water-
shed plan funded by RA and developed in
partnership with the Northern Virginia Soil
and Water Conservation District, Fairfax
County’s Department of Public Works and
Environmental Services and Reston’s Wa-
tershed Action Group (RESWAG).

RA was only able to raise funds for less
than 1,000 feet of work in the ensuing years.
This led Restonians, such as Robert E. Simon
Jr. and Chuck Veatch, to search for other
ways to fund the project that would restore
approximately 29 miles of streams. The re-
sult was an agreement in 2003 that was
discussed in numerous public meetings by
the RA board prior to approval.

After completion of the first stream reach
in Snakeden Watershed in spring of 2008,
results were almost immediately apparent.
Even when heavy rains challenged the newly
constructed streams, they withstood the on-
slaught without incident. Wildlife emerged tri-
umphantly creating new nests and places to
raise young. Plants flourished and trees took
root. And this was only a few short months
after the work began.

This isn’t to say that all of Reston’s resi-
dents have embraced the stream restoration
project. Some of those impacted by the re-
cent work have been vocally opposed to the
scope of the project, the removal of some
trees and the extent and visual intrusion of
the construction work. After all, this project
does occur close to residential homes, not
far many residents’ backyards.

IN THE SPIRIT OF RESTON, neigh-
bors have gotten involved and asked for
answers. They’ve challenged those conduct-
ing the work and have attended public
meetings and tours to express their concerns
and get more information. Not all have left
fully satisfied, but they have participated
in the process.

Information and updates will continue to
be posted on the RA Web site,
www.reston.org and broadcast on the
Comcast Reston Community Television, in
RA’s newsletters and presented in public
meetings. You can sign up for eNotices to
receive e-mail updates via RA’s Web site at
www.reston.org or through
www.wetlandstudies.com, where there is
also a wealth of information about the
project with photos, plans, studies and
maps.

Whether you are supportive or opposed,
satisfied or disenchanted, we want to hear
from you. After all, community involvement
in Reston is really the cornerstone of who
we are.

Robin Smyers
 President, RA

See Letters,  Page 19

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
EmploymentEmployment

AIR DUCT CLEANERS

20 openings take home $1500-$2000 
weekly plus a $500 sign on bonus after 
1st 90 days.  No experience necessary, 
we train.  Must have own truck or van.  
Apply in person, 7165 Oakland Mills 
Rd., Suite KLM Columbia, MD 21045 off 
Snowden River Pkwy.  Apply today start 
tomorrow.

AUTO REPAIR

GENERAL SERVICE 
Min 2 years exp,  Reston location

Competitive pay and benefits
Call Keith at 703-620-6595

Bookkeeper/Admin
Needed for busy growing Great Falls 
company.  Quickbooks experience a 
must.  25 hours per week.  Salary 

based on experience.  Contact 
epcsolutions at 703-757-4470.

CARPET CLEANERS
25 openings, take home $1000-$1500 week-
ly, plus a $500 sign on bonus after 1st 90 
days.  No experience necessary, we train. 
Must have own vehicle.  Apply in person 
7165 Oakland Mills Rd., Suite KLM Co-
lumbia, MD 21045 off Snowden River 
Pkwy.  Apply today start tomorrow.

CHILDCARE PROVIDER
Experienced  special  needs  childcare pro-
vider needed for child with MR and behavio-
ral issues.  Hours are 3-6PM Mon-Fri.  Loca-
tion: Great Falls. Salary based  on  exp. 
Please  contact  Angela Kail 703-757-4470

EARN PAID TIME OFF!
CNA’s/Companions/Live - Ins 

Needed immediately to  help with  daily 
meals, errands, chores, laundry, etc. 
Flexible schedules - work when you 
want.  Paid training, double time for hol-
idays.    PT/FT.   Call now 703-766-4019.

FT/PT TEACHERS & ASSISTANTS
A non-profit childcare in Herndon, VA is 
looking for  Teachers  & Assistants. 
We offer competitive salaries,  &  great
benefits.   Please call 703-713-3983/84;   

Fax resume: 703-793-2298
or email:  Sangley@va-childcare.com 

HVAC TECHS/HELPERS
20 openings.  National company expanding 
to Baltimore and Virginia.  Techs take home 
$1500-$2500 weekly.  Helpers take home 
$1000-$1500 weekly.  Light residential work.  
Must do some cleaning with service.  Compa-
ny will pay a $500 sign on bonus after 1st 90 
days for 1st 20 applicants.  Must have own 
truck or van.  Apply in person 7165 Oakland 
Mills Rd., Suite KLM Columbia, MD 21045 
off Snowden River Pkwy.  Apply today start 
tomorrow.

KENNEL HELP

FT/PT.  Flexible hours, Mon - Sat. 
Must be animal lover.  Dependable.  

Exp. pref’d but will train.  Call Missy @

703-435-8777

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

OFFICE HELP - MCLEAN
Family run business looking for special per-
son to add to small office staff.  Computer, 
accounting, people and phone skills re-
quired.  Honest and dependable.  Must have 
own  transportation.  Serious  inquiries only.  

Fax resume: 703-893-2038,  
Email: carpetyard@aol.com

CNA’S/COMPANIONS
Become a Joy in a Senior’s Life
Immediate Positions Available

•Weekly Pay •Vacation Pay
•Merit Increases •Over time Pay

•Need Own Car
Call for interview

Old Dominion Home Care
10366-C Democracy Lane, Fairfax, VA 22030

703-273-0424

Satcom Engineer - Chantilly, VA
Seeking individual with 3+ yrs satellite com-
munications exp. to support the SEIT team
on the Enhanced Polar System (EPS) con-
tract for the Space & Missiles Systems
Center (SMC). The position will support the
Mission Control and Payload Integrated
Product Teams (IPTs). US citizenship and
an active DoD TS clearance required. Please
go to linquest.com, apply on line, noting req-
uisition #542 in your e-mail cover letter. EOE

Immediate Openings. Ideal for
students/others. Customer

Sales/Svc. Flex Schedules.  All
ages 18+. Conditions apply.

Call 703-359-7600

2009 EXPANSION
$17.00 Base-Appt.

SECRETARY
Small Fairfax City law firm seeking a 

Secretary with excellent word process-
ing, organizational and communication 
skills.  Training possible.  English/Span-

ish fluency a plus. Email resume & 
salary requirements to 

nagsntops36@yahoo.com

VETERINARY  ASSISTANT
Small animal hosp.  Great Falls.  Will 
train. 703-757-7570 • www.ourvets.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Keedo Children’s Boutique in 

Alexandria for sale.  
Interested individuals please 

call:  703-768-9100

ECONOMY, DOWNSIZING  
GOT YOU WORRIED?  

GOT A PLAN B?

•  Billion $ publicly traded company
•  Record sales 13 months in a row
• Just intro exclusive anti-aging break 

through
•  In 48 countries yet still ground floor 

opportunity
•  PT/FT, Learn more, call 571-248-8632

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. Call John Lovaas,
703-917-6405 or email
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-803-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@yahoo.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

H O M E  R E M O D E L I N G

Call Steve Paris
(703) 830-5681 - 703-932-0270

KITCHENS, BATHS, TILE, TRIM, INT.
ALTERATIONS, all HOME REPAIRS!

Steve’s Remodeling
LIC. • INS. BONDED OWNER OPERATED

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • FREE ESTIMATES

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles
•Repairs •Reroofs
•Flat Roofs
Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

St. Joseph’s Roofing, Inc.
“For the discerning homeowner
   set on getting their roof right”

10% OFF tree removal service
Licensed, Bonded, Insured • Class A #020751A

FREE Estimates! 703-716-7663
1000’s of local references at WWW.SJROOF.COM

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

ENGLISH-SPEAKING 
ONE-WOMAN 

HOUSECLEANING.
14 Years Experience. 

Honest, reliable, 
loves animals. 

Reasonable rates. 
703-855-3302

HOUSE
CLEANING
SERVICE

703-433-2023

Exc. Refs., Have Own
Supplies (optional),

Flexible Hours

✿✿✿✿✿✿✿✿✿

HOUSECLEANING
20 yrs Experience

Great rates
Excellent refs

Theresa
703-980-3113

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

PAINTING

www.Patriot Painting.net

Deep Winter
Discounts

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

CLEANING CLEANING CLEANING

Do what 
you can, with

what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt

I did something with my wife, Dina, the
other day that I haven’t done in a very
long time. I filled up her car with gasoline
for under $25, and that’s with the reserve
fuel light on!. Meaning her car wasn’t
merely low on gas, it was be-low, with very
few miles to spare before low was empty
and the side of the road was in our sites. A
sight that, due to the reduction in the price
of a gallon of gasoline (regular was $1.79
at my local service station this morning), I
won’t be seeing anytime soon since I can
afford to buy before the fuel light
illuminates.

However, if I am to stop — and then
write — outside my own selfish joy, I sup-
pose I must be concerned about why the
price of gasoline is so low; concerned that
business is so challenged, shall we say,
nation and worldwide; worried that unem-
ployment is increasing, nation and world-
wide; and understanding that the declin-
ing consumption of fossil fuels are all less
than encouraging signs. Signs that the eco-
nomic bottom has still not been reached
and that consumers can’t even tolerate the
current price (presuming of course, that if
the oil companies could charge more and
still sell more, they would). I guess, if I
understand correctly, if I was paying more,
it would be because consumers/businesses
are consuming more (and presumably can
afford to pay more) and consuming more
means the economy is growing and the
price would likely increase to reflect the
increasing demand (Capitalism at work).
And increased demand is a good thing,
right?

The cumulative effect for me though, at
this moment in time, seems to be new-
found money. Money that is now available
after gassing and heating up that only a
few short months ago was not available.
This change gives me more money to
spend, but not money to spend on neces-
sities, rather money to spend on “discretio-
naries.” And the more money consumers
have to spend on “discretionaries,” the
more money is spread around and it’s that
spreading around that makes the world go
‘round (at least in my house).

Still, I can’t hide my glee at the notion
of cheap — relatively and comparatively
— gasoline even though intellectually I
have come to understand that if “things”
weren’t so bad economically-speaking,
gasoline and to a lesser financial degree,
home heating oil, wouldn’t have to be so
low in order to find buyers for the oil from
which these products are refined.

Nevertheless, as bad as those “things”
are, I can’t imagine how much worse it
would be for consumers if the price of
gasoline and/or home heating oil were to
return anywhere near their ‘08 peak. But I
suppose that couldn’t happen unless there
were actual buyers increasing their
demand which, with a slowing, maybe
even contracting world economy, there
simply doesn’t appear to be. As such, since
many consumers/businesses can’t afford
the price of gasoline/home heating oil at its
present level, it seems unlikely to rise
appreciably so I suppose I can keep smil-
ing, especially so if I still have a job.

However, if something dramatic were
to happen to the supply, then that would
be another story, literally, and probably
another column or two as well.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Buy Low,
Drive High
By KENNETH B. LOURIE
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From Page 17

Letters to the Editor

Thinking About
School Start Time

To the Editor:
Regarding the recent proposal to change

school start times to accommodate the re-
ality of teen biology, I’d like to address two
of the concerns frequently mentioned by
opponents of the new schedule. The first is
the perceived hazard of putting inexperi-
enced teen drivers on the roads at rush
hours. My daughter is one of those drivers
and I am certainly more concerned about
her driving in the pitch-dark winter morn-
ing on potentially icy roads than I am about
her ability to negotiate rush-hour traffic.
Furthermore, she has a much more regular
sleep schedule than most teenagers. The
fact that many of her peers are negotiat-
ing those same roads, often in a state of
extreme sleep deprivation, is very worry-
ing. All adults know that, in principle, we
should not be driving when we are
drowsy. Yet we send thousands of inexpe-
rienced teen drivers out on the roads ev-
ery weekday morning who are exactly
that. It makes no sense.

The second is the concern that older sib-
lings will not be available to care for
younger siblings after school. That is not
their job. It is the job of adults to make
their own child-care arrangements. It is
the job of teenagers to do well in school.
Additionally, the child-care situation will
work out much better for parents of
middle schoolers.

My seventh-grader is fully capable of
getting himself to the bus in the morning
and is very unlikely to get into trouble at
8 a.m. I would much rather he were home
at that time unsupervised than by 3 p.m.
with all afternoon before him. If his bus
drops him off around 4:30 or 5 p.m. that
is just perfect as far as I am concerned, as
it minimizes unsupervised after-school
hours.The current school schedule im-
poses an unnecessary hardship on children
for the convenience of adults. It is time to
reverse that equation and put our children’s
health, safety and academic achievement
first and foremost.

Kelly Bembry Midura
Reston

Education and
Enrichment

To the Editor:
Our country’s economic distress is real

and all around us. We are losing jobs,
homes, health care and municipal services.
Unfortunately, there are budget shortfalls
everywhere, including more than $200 mil-
lion in the FCPS school system. As a result,
we all must make sacrifices and try to hold
the remaining pieces of what we have to-
gether.

During upcoming budget review meetings,
I urge the Fairfax County School Board to fo-
cus on the big picture and impact on the
majority.

While core curriculum education is a pri-
mary consideration, well-rounded students
must have opportunities for enrichment.
They need to learn how to balance their
time, nurture special talents and organize
their lives around varied pursuits. Athlet-
ics, visual and performing arts, assistance
tutoring, extracurricular clubs and commu-
nity involvement are critical. These areas
can be supported through expanded
volunteerism, but they still need your en-
dorsement and recommendation.

On this note, the SLEEP initiative for later
high-school start times is not feasible at this
time. The concept sounds smart, yet imple-
mentation and negative ramifications to
countless FCPS families, staff, programs and
schedules were not fully understood nor
communicated. SLEEP hurts rather than helps
the majority. High-school kids should try to
go to bed earlier and plan for their commit-
ments.

Understandably the FCPS board needs to
make difficult choices, but please try to re-
tain programs that provide immense value.
My family and community benefit immensely
from the Hunters Woods School of the Arts
and Sciences magnet program, Kennedy
Center’s CETA (Changing Education Through
the Arts) program, FCPS sponsored athletics
and relationships with the Fairfax County
Parks and Recreation departments.

These are important areas that have en-
riched many constituents. Thank you for
your consideration in balancing education
with enrichment programs.

Lisa Hering Groves
Reston

Send announcements to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-917-
6437. Deadline is Thursday.

The Fairfax County Police Department is
seeking residents to attend the upcoming Spring
Citizens Police Academy, held Thursday evenings
March 12-May 16, 6:30-10 p.m. The Citizens Po-
lice Academy is a 10-week program and classes are
a combination of lecture and interactive activities.
Topics include SWAT and special operations,
gangs, 911 communications center, patrol, crime
prevention, crime scene, identity theft and a tour
of the Adult Detention Center. The program is of-
fered free of charge. Applicants must live or work
in Fairfax County, be 18 and provide their own
transportation. E-mail CPA@fairfaxcounty.gov or
call (703) 280-0713 for applications.

The American Legion, Wayne M. Kidwell,
Post 184 voted to donate a total of $7,000 dollars
to the VA Veterans Care Center, DC VA Medical
Center, Angel of Mercy, Marine Semper Fi Fund
and Fisher House Foundations. These funds were

raised during the Memorial Day Poppy Campaign
and Snow Cone sales at the Herndon Festival last
year. In addition, a donation will also be made to
the Herndon High School Naval Junior ROTC in
appreciation for all the help they provide the Post
throughout the year.

Dogtopia, 8528-F Tyco Road, Tyson’s Corner,
has partnered with the Reston Dog Park on a
fundraiser designed to keep the park in great
shape. For every customer who books a day of play
or overnight stay and mentions the dog park,
Dogtopia will make a $25 donation to the park. In
addition, dog owners who become members of the
park will get a $15 gift certificate to Dogtopia.

Mothers First-Herndon/Reston is a non-
profit support organization helping women
transition from careers to at-home motherhood.
Meetings are held the first and second
Wednesdays of each month at 10 a.m., at the
Herndon Fortnightly Library, 768 Center St.,
Herndon. Contact 703-827-5922 or
www.mothersfirst.org.

Community Notes
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements

TRUSTEE'S SALE

OF VALUABLE

IMPROVED REAL ESTATE

Improved by the premises known as

13430 Elevation Lane, Herndon, Virginia

In execution of a Deed of Trust from Joel C. Amundsen 
and Sarah E. Amundsen, dated July 21, 2005, and recorded 
July 22, 2005, in Deed Book 17544 at page 6 among the Land 
Records of Fairfax County, Virginia, the undersigned substitute 
trustee will offer for sale at public auction at the front entrance 
of the Judicial Center for Fairfax County, at 4110 Chain Bridge 
Road, Fairfax, Virginia, on

Tuesday, February 10, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. 

the following property being the property contained in said 
Deed of Trust, described as follows:

Lot 140, Section 10E, Franklin Farm, as the same appears du-
ly dedicated, platted and recorded in Deed Book 5822 at page 
1686, among the Land Records of Fairfax County, Virginia.

Commonly known as 13430 Elevation Lane, Herndon, Virginia
20171.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $35,000.00 or ten per-
cent (10%) of the sale price, whichever amount is less, in the 
form of cash or its equivalent will be required of the purchaser 
at the time and place of sale; the balance of the purchase mon-
ey being due and payable within fifteen (15) days after sale, 
time expressly being of the essence, with interest at the rate of 
5.875 percent per annum from date of sale to date of settle-
ment. Provided, however, that if the holder of the secured 
promissory note is the successful bidder at the sale, no cash 
deposit shall be required, and part of or the entire indebted-
ness, including interest and costs, secured by the Deed of 
Trust, may be set off against the purchase price. 

Any defaulting purchaser shall forfeit the deposit and 
stand the risk and cost of resale.

Sale shall be made subject to all existing easements 
and restrictive covenants as the same may lawfully affect the 
real estate. Sale is further subject to mechanic's and/or materi-
alman's liens of record and not of record. The property will be 
sold subject to all conditions, covenants, restrictions, rights of 
redemption of federal lienholders or encumbrances, and agree-
ments of record affecting the same, if any.

In the event the undersigned trustee is unable to con-
vey to the purchaser good title, then purchaser's sole and ex-
clusive remedy shall be in the refund of the deposit paid at the 
time of sale.

The subject property and all improvements thereon will 
be sold in "as is" condition without warranty of any kind. Pur-
chaser shall be responsible for any and all building and/or zon-
ing code violations whether of record or not of record, as well 
as for all unpaid and enforceable homeowners' or condomini-
um owners' association dues and assessments, if any. Pur-
chaser also shall be responsible for obtaining possession of 
the property at his/her expense. Purchaser shall assume the 
risk of loss and shall be responsible for any damage, vandal-
ism, theft, destruction, or the like, of or to the property occur-
ring after the time of sale. Conveyance will be by special war-
ranty deed. Conveyancing, recording, transfer taxes, notary 
fees, examination of title, state stamps, and all other costs of 
conveyance are to be at the expense of purchaser. State and 
local taxes, public charges, and special or regular assess-
ments, if any, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and there-
after shall be assumed by the purchaser.

The undersigned trustee unconditionally reserves the 
right: (i) to waive the deposit requirement; (ii) to approve or dis-
approve the creditworthiness of any bidder and/or purchaser; 
(iii) to withdraw the property from sale at any time prior to ter-
mination of the bidding; (iv) to extend the time for bidding; (v) 
to reject any or all bids; (vi) to postpone or set over the date or 
time of sale; and (vii) to extend the period of time for settlement 
hereunder.

Additional terms and conditions of sale may be an-
nounced at the time of sale.

DAVID N. PRENSKY
Substitute Trustee

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
David N. Prensky
Chasen & Chasen
5225 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. #500
Washington, D.C. 20015
(202) 244-4000
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116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

4 RE for Sale

INVESTOR SPECIAL!
Thosands below market value 

703-439-7144

5 Open House

OPEN HOUSE
Fairway Apartments

Feb. 7 & 8....12-4pm
Ask for V-day special! 
www.fairwayapartments

reston.com

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

115 Childcare Wanted

Nanny for young children in 
Cascades home. M-F daytime 
hours. Start immediately.
Must be legal resident. Se ha-
bla Espanol. 571-437-8762

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg
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Bhavani
Ghanta

Herndon - Reston
Reston North Hills

1675 F Reston Parkway • Reston, VA
703-435-4900

150 Elden St. • Herndon, VA
703-904-3700

Reston North Hills
1700 Bracknell Dr. • Reston, VA

703-435-4900

“I work hard for my agents so they can work hard for you!”
To start or enhance a real estate career

call Anita Lasansky
703-435-4900 • 703-904-3700

Over 10 Million

Over 1  Million

Over 1/2  Million

Vasquez Group

Thurman/Harper Group Marcy Thomas Marnie Schaar Dave King Debbie Tencza Mary Wright

Antonelli Team Syl Tomlin Piedad
Suarez

Rita Bailey Carolyn
Murray

Esin
Reinhardt

Debbie Gill Terry
Atherton

Missy
Edmondson

Top Producers for 2008 Fourth Quarter

Diane BirdKaren Kidwell


