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T
he garage door that Domi-
nique Dunford drove
through to escape being
shot to death by James

Downs is still a mangled reminder that
things are not the same in Cameron
Station — not since the morning of

Jan. 29, when
Downs walked into
the garage of the
home they shared
on Waple Lane with
a loaded black Rohm
revolver and began
firing at the woman
who served as his
business partner
running Cameron
Perks Coffeehouse.
Police officials say
Downs shot Dunford
once in the back and
once in her side.

“Maybe their rela-
tionship was coming
to an end or maybe
it was about the
business,” said Alex-
andria Police Chief

David Baker. “We really don’t know
what prompted the violence, but we
have reason to suspect that it was a
domestic issue.”

Baker acknowledged that the do-
mestic situation on Waple Lane was
complicated. City land records show
that Downs purchased the house in
1999 with his second wife and lived
there with their teenage daughter. But
Baker said that Dunford also lived in
the Cameron Station townhouse with
a daughter she and Downs had two
years ago. Neighbors in Cameron Sta-
tion say business at the coffeehouse
Downs purchased in January 2008
had been slow, and the hours when
the coffeehouse was open had been
cut back a few months ago to save

Standoff with police
ends in suicide.

Tragedy in
Cameron
Station

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

I
n the past four years, the number of
Alexandria students who ride to school
in taxpayer-funded taxicabs has qua-

drupled, creating a mounting financial
strain on a system during a time of dwin-
dling revenues and tightening budgets. The
trend is driven by a lack of special-educa-
tion services offered in Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools and a dramatically rising num-
ber of homeless students. Although school
officials were able to stem the cost some-
what last year by coordinating routes for
cabs to carry multiple students, administra-
tors say federal requirements to provide

Number of students
using taxpayer-funded
taxicabs quadrupled
over last four years.

Rising Use
Of Taxis
For Schools

“James was
a very quiet
guy. He
wasn’t your
typical
outgoing
business
owner.”
— Ingrid Sanden,

president,
Cameron Station
Civic Association

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

O
n Saturday, the Alexandria Police
Department took two men into
custody for the January murder

of a Yellow Cab driver in the Parker Gray
neighborhood. On Tuesday a third man was
taken into custody in connection with the
murder. And Police Chief David Baker said
his detectives have identified a “person of
extreme interest” in a December murder of
a Pentagon worker on the West End.

Police make three
arrests in one
murder, identify
“person of extreme
interest” in another.

Closing In

Careers
In ‘Wax’
M

onday night was
career night at
Jefferson Hous-

ton School for Arts and Aca-
demics. The third, fourth
and fifth graders presented
a special program for their
visiting families of a “wax
museum” of dream careers.

Each student researched
and prepared a short state-
ment on their chosen career.
They positioned themselves
in the hallways of the school
and as a visitor approached
and stepped on the “on” tag
on the floor, the student
came alive and described
what they would like to be
doing when they grow up.
There were singers, fashion
designers, a K9 police of-
ficer, a magician, a teacher,
an actress and a basketball
player, a hairdresser, an as-
tronaut and a doctor.

Makayla, a profes-
sional singer

Ariel, a veterinarian

Stephanie,
an actress

Khanyja, a singer

Adiya, an actress

Zion, a foreign
journalist

Winston, a wrestler

Hunter, a Navy SealGiovanni, a
firefighter

Isaia, a lawyer and
judge
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S
ince 1993, Minnie Howard Ninth Grade Center
has been an independent school serving the city’s
ninth-grade students. But the school has always ex-

isted in a sort of limbo, with all of its standardized test
results reported under T.C. Williams High School. Earlier
this month, the Alexandria School Board and Morton
Sherman decided to formally merge the two schools to cre-
ate a seamless consistency between the two.

“On behalf of the students and staff at T.C. Williams High
School, I extend a warm welcome to our newest official

executive director of secondary programs, will move her
office from Beauregard Street to the high school as part of
an ongoing effort to place central administrative officers
in the school they serve.

“There may be cost savings in the long run, but this was
not a decision prompted by budgetary reasons,” said
spokeswoman Amy Carlini. “We’re not adding positions or
eliminating positions at this point, so there’s really no bud-
getary impact other than the money associated with offer-
ing the shuttle service.”

Titans, the T.C. Williams High School Minnie Howard Cam-
pus students,” Sherman wrote in a letter to parents. “By
merging Minnie Howard and T.C. Williams, we will pro-
vide continuity and consistency; creating a strengthened
and more unified 9-12 secondary program that enhances
teaching and learning for all students.”

Sherman plans to eventually offer a shuttle to Minnie
Howard students so they can attend classes at T.C. Will-
iams, and he plans to merge the guidance staff under one
principal instead of two. Additionally Margaret Walsh, the

Minnie Howard Center Merges with T.C. Williams High School

F
ormer mayor Kerry Donley won
a place on the Democratic ticket
Saturday night during the Alexan
dria Democratic Committee’s cau-

cus, placing fifth in a field of seven candi-
dates with 1,471 votes. Donley and five in-
cumbent City Council members will face at
least two Republicans in the May 5 general
election.

“There were a few voters who wanted to
talk about issues like senior tax relief or
industrial land use on the West End,” said
Donley as he greeted voters at Minnie
Howard Ninth Grade Center Saturday af-
ternoon. “But for the most part, people al-
ready know who they are going to vote for.”

Real-estate investor Boyd Walker re-
ceived the fewest number of votes, placing
seventh place with 800 votes in a race where
only the top six candidates were able to
secure a position on the Democratic ticket
for the general election in May. This cam-
paign marks the second time Walker has
unsuccessfully sought a position on the
Democratic ticket for the City Council, al-
though he pledged to support the Demo-
cratic ticket against Republican and inde-
pendent candidates.

“Obviously I was the underdog,” Walker
said after the polls closed Saturday night.
“In order to challenge the establishment you
have to have an organized campaign and
do a lot of groundwork, and I guess we
weren’t able to pull that off.”

CAUCUS VERSUS GENERAL
Councilman Rob Krupicka was the

most popular candidate on Saturday with
1,595 votes, making him the number-one
choice among Democratic caucus voters.
But that’s not necessarily an indication that
he will be the most popular candidate in
May — a distinction that traditionally earns

the distinction of being vice
mayor. Back in 2006, Councilman
Andrew Macdonald placed
fifth in the caucus but first in the
general. Likewise Councilman
Paul Smedberg placed first in
the caucus but fourth in the gen-
eral.

“Jack Ticer came in first in the caucus
but ended up losing the general election,”
said Krupicka, referencing the 1970 City
Council campaign. “Frankly I think Del
Pepper is likely to be vice mayor when all
is said and done.”

COLORFUL CAMPAIGNS
Explaining a candidate’s position on

thorny land-use issues or development pri-
orities in a parking lot during a caucus can

be nearly impossible. That’s why candidates
tend to spend a lot of time choosing the
right campaign logos and color schemes. It
may be superficial, but it’s what many vot-
ers remember as they head into the polls.

Councilman Rob Krupicka has a Uni-
versity of Virginia orange scheme, includ-
ing color-coordinated jellybeans and Reese’s
Pieces. Councilman Paul Smedberg has
a Swedish blue-and-yellow combination
that hints at the candidate’s heritage as well

as his university colors. And although Coun-
cilman Tim Lovain’s first campaign was
limited to a brick-and-white format, he re-
cently launched a new theme that includes
teal. But Lovain remains humble about the
new campaign branding.

“Let’s hear it for the brick, ivory and teal
just doesn’t have the best ring to it,” said
Lovain. “Frankly I wish I had Paul’s colors,
but they were taken.”

SAVAGE EDUCATION REFORMS
Democratic candidate for lieutenant gov-

ernor Rich Savage was in Alexandria on
Saturday during the caucus collecting sig-
natures from Alexandria voters to get on
the ballot for the June primary. In his pitch
to voters, Savage said he would like to fo-
cus on education issues, directing potential
voters to a 10-point plan posted to his cam-

paign Web site. Among other
things, Savage said he would like
to give teachers tuition forgive-
ness, create economic incentives
to attract more teachers and end
the practice of at-home suspen-
sions in favor of at-school suspen-
sions.

“Unless they are security threat,
it’s much more effective to suspend

students at school rather than at
home,” said Savage, who owns a Rich-

mond-based political advertising firm.

REPUBLICAN CANVASS
So far two Republican candidates have

expressed an interest in running for City
Council, businessman Frank Fannon and
real-estate agent Phil Cefaratti. But the
Alexandria City Republican Committee
plans to finalize its ticket during a Feb. 7
canvass, which will take place at Minnie
Howard Ninth Grade Center from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

— Michael Lee Pope

Justin Wilson and Paul Smedburg Boyd WalkerKerry Donley and Mame Reilly Tim Lovain and Jack Taylor

Democrats Select Their Council Candidates
Donley Joins Ticket

More than 2,000 Demo-
crats voted in Saturday’s
caucus for the upcoming
city council election.
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Number of votes

Boyd Walker

Rob Krupicka

Paul Smedberg

Justin Wilson

Tim Lovain

Kerry Donley

Del Pepper

800

1,400

1,471

1,516

1,537

1,573

1,595

SOURCE: Alexandria Democratic Committee

Democratic Caucus

— Michael Lee Pope

Graphic by Laurence Foong/Gazette Packet
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Dinner for Two
(Just $45.99 Per Couple)
Dinner for Two
(Just $45.99 Per Couple)

ALEXANDRIA PASTRY SHOP AND CATERING COMPANY

703.578.4144
or e-mail: alexandria_pastry@verizon.net

CHOOSE SOUP OR SALAD from the following

  Boston Salad with Creamy Italian Dressing

 Red Pepper Soup

 Caesar Salad

CHOOSE A DELICIOUS ENTREE from the following

  Beef Tenderloin with Scalloped Potatoes, Broccoli, and

topped with Onion Rings and a Pepper Sauce

 Chicken Breast Stuffed with Sun-dried Tomato Basil,

Mozzarella Cheese and Roasted Asparagus

 Grilled Salmon and Shrimp with Grilled Asparagus and

Fingerling Potatoes with a Lemon Garlic Sauce

CHOOSE TWO HEART SHAPED PASTRIES

  Raspberry Marquis

 Petit Four (Lemon Poppy Seed)

 Chocolate Ganache (Truffle with Raspberry Glaze)

  Raspberry White Chocolate

All orders must be placed by 2:00 pm on Friday
February 13.  Orders can be picked up on Saturday

February 14, 7:00 am to 6:00 pm

♥

Valentine’s Day
Dinner for Two

Celebrate a Romantic Dinner
with the one you love and leave the cooking to us!

We also have: Heart shaped cookies and cakes, petit four, truffles,
triple dipped strawberries, gift baskets and XOXO cookies.

From Page 1

News

2004-05 05-06 06-07 07-08

$280,871

$462,714

$845,489

$664,181

Public Carrier  
#s and Costs

From Page 1

money. “The business had been having difficulties
for some time,” said Vice Mayor Del Pepper, who
lives nearby. “But Dominique really gave it her all,
and I admire that.”

A NEIGHBOR WHO was walking his dog when
the shooting happened called police, who responded
to the scene shortly after Dunford crashed through
the garage door. Several minutes later, Downs re-
leased the two-year old from the house and police
removed the woman and child from the crime scene.
Then the Alexandria Police Department set up a hos-
tage negotiation team in the Cameron Station com-
munity center, initiating more than 11 hours of ne-

gotiation by telephone with Downs.
“At times he was remorseful, and at other times he

was defiant,” said Baker. “Frankly that’s not unusual,
and it’s the kind of thing our hostage negotiation team
is trained to deal with.”

Shortly before 11 p.m. that night Downs shot him-
self, ending the standoff. When police officials en-
tered the townhouse, they confiscated several pieces
of evidence in an effort to make sense of the situa-
tion. According to court records, items confiscated
included $516 in cash that was recovered from the
garage and the second floor of the residence.

“James was a very quiet guy,” said Ingrid Sanden,
president of the Cameron Station Civic Association.
“He wasn’t your typical outgoing business owner.”

After Shooting, Standoff Ends in Suicide

transportation to special-education students and
homeless children offer little choice other than hir-
ing taxicabs.

“The school system has been doing this at least as
far back as 20 years ago,” said Assistant Superinten-
dent John Porter. “But we’ve recently seen a signifi-
cant rise in the number of homeless students that
require transportation.”

Administrators are increasingly concerned with the
number of homeless students in Alexandria, a popu-
lation that spiked from seven last year to 47 this
year. While only one in five of those homeless stu-
dents requires taxicab transportation, the quickly de-
teriorating economy could create a situation where
school budget officials will be required to find more
money for taxis during the school year. And a fed-
eral law known as the McKinney-Vento Homeless As-
sistance Act requires school divisions to offer home-
less children transportation to and from school free
of charge, with their choice of what school they want
to attend regardless of what district the family re-
sides.

“These are students who already have a tumultu-
ous life,” said Amy Carlini, spokeswoman for Alex-
andria City Public Schools. “So the point of provid-
ing taxicabs is to make sure they have as much con-
sistency as possible in terms of where they go to
school every day.”

ALTHOUGH SCHOOL officials are concerned
about the rising number of
homeless students in Alexan-
dria, the vast majority of stu-
dents who take taxicabs to and
from school each day require
special-education services that
are not offered in Alexandria.
The city does not have the ca-
pacity to educate students who
have certain forms of severe
mental retardation, for ex-
ample. So the division has ar-
ranged to send many of these students to private
school in the District of Columbia, and school offi-
cials say using taxis is the most efficient way of pro-
viding the federally required transportation.

“If you only have two children that are going to
be going to one of these private schools, you’re not
going to use a great big school bus,” said Michael
Romanelli, director of Student Services. “That would
be way more costly than putting them in a private
cab.”

In addition to being able to accommodate several
students with severe mental retardation, Alexandria

also lacks capacity to serve students with severe hear-
ing disability, severe emotional disability and severe
physical disabilities. These students take taxicabs to
an array of regional schools, some private and some
public. Yet some of these providers, such as the Key
Center in Fairfax County, have announced they will
not be taking new students. So central administra-
tors at Alexandria City Public Schools may soon be
forced into offering more services than are currently
provided.

“For many years, the school system as taken a
laissez-faire attitude to special education,” said Paul
Wilson, a member of the Special Education Advisory
Committee. “We could be offering more and better
programs.”

THE USE OF TAXICABS in
American public schools began
in the mid-1970s after Presi-
dent Gerald Ford signed the
Education for All Handicapped
Children Act, an initiative that
is now known as the Individu-
als with Disabilities Education
Act. Since that time, more ser-
vices have become available for
students with special needs.
And even though smaller sys-

tems like Alexandria were not able to directly offer
them, chartering taxicabs became one way to take
advantage of the regional services offered in Fairfax
County and the District of Columbia. The demograph-
ics of Alexandria have also contributed to the in-
creased need for taxicabs.

“Urban areas are certainly more likely to use taxi-
cabs than rural areas,” said Robin Leeds, industry
specialist for the Alexandria-based National School
Transportation Association. “Urban areas have more
homeless children than rural areas, and there’s a
greater availability of taxicabs in urban areas.”

Rising Use of Taxis for Schools

Graphic by Laurence Foong/Gazette Packet

“For many years, the
school system as taken
a laissez-faire attitude
to special education.”

— Paul Wilson, member, Special
Education Advisory Committee
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3652 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22302
Phone 703-379-6010 • Fax 703-379-8136

www.bcjewelers.net

B&C Jewelers

Bad Cupid!

News

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

B
eginning at 9 a.m. on Mon-
day, Feb. 16, Friendship
Veterans Fire Engine Asso-

ciation will again host its annual
George Washington Parade Day
Breakfast at the Holiday Inn &
Suites, 625 First St., Alexandria.

Highlights of this year’s kick-off
event to the nation’s largest parade
celebrating the birth of the nation’s
first commander-in-chief include a
keynote address by former Del.
Brian Moran, introduction of the
2008 Alexandria Living Legends,
and the presentation of the Rev.
Ben Lynt Distinguished Service
Award to a surprise recipient.

Organized in 1774, Friendship
Veterans Fire Engine Association
is one of the oldest fire companies
in the nation and is known as
“George Washington’s fire com-
pany.” The company purchased the
city’s first fire engine in 1775 from
Mt. Gibbs in Philadelphia, Pa.

Located at 107 S. Alfred St., the
firehouse is open Fridays and Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
Sundays from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. It
will be open on parade day, Feb.
16, for free tours from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m.

Reservations are required for the
three-course breakfast. Tickets re-
main $25 per person. A table of
10 is priced at $250. For reserva-
tions and more information con-
tact Bill Kehoe at 703-751-6416 or
Google Friendship Veterans Fire
Engine Association.

In addition to the breakfast and
parade there a host of other ac-
tivities taking place in Alexandria
Feb. 16 to celebrate Washington’s
birthday.

They include:
❖ Special free open houses at

Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N.
Royal St., and Stabler-Leadbeater
Apothecary Museum, 105-107 S.
Fairfax St. both from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m.

❖ A special free presentation at
The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington
St., 11 a.m., by actor Brian Hilton
portraying the young Washington
and describing his life from 1772
to 1760.

❖ The new History Center &
Museum Store, 101 N. Union St.,
where visitors can try on 18th cen-
tury clothing, make a tricorn hat
and get pictures taken with cut-
outs of George and Martha Wash-
ington from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

For George
Breakfast and
a parade
scheduled.
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A
lexandria’s animal kingdom has a new
friend in town. And, she couldn’t have
arrived at a more opportune time. The
impact of the economic downturn is not

confined to humans. It also has an adverse effect on
pets in a myriad of ways.

That’s where Martha Armstrong’s experience, know
how, and compassion become a vital bridge between
abandonment and a new life of love and belonging.
With 32 years of experience in the field of animal
welfare, Armstrong became the new executive di-
rector of the Animal Welfare League of Alexandria
(AWLA) on Jan. 5.

“Every time you hear about another round of lay
offs we have more pets turned in because their own-
ers either can’t afford them, they are moving to where
pets are not allowed or for a host of other reasons,”
Armstrong said sitting in her office at the League
headquarters on Eisenhower Avenue.

“The excess number of pets coming to us poses
multiple challenges — money, space, increased needs
for adoptions —- are just a few. One half of the
shelter’s operating funds come from the City. And,
the city’s budget tightening will cause us challenges.
We have to do more fund raising,” she said. AWLA’s
annual budget is $2.3 million.

But, Armstrong has met similar challenges before
over her three-decade-plus career in this field. And,
she is not new to this area.

From 1980 to 1984 she headed Arlington’s Ani-
mal Welfare League and from 1996 to 2005 she was
senior vice president at the Humane
Society of the United States in
Gaithersburg, Md. She has served as
director of shelters in California and
Tennessee, as well as director of ad-
vocacy for the Massachusetts SPCA.

“This is a great place to live and
work. I had moved back to Tennes-
see after Arlington to get close to my
family but I really missed running an
animal shelter,” she said.

“In my former life, before I got in-
volved with animal welfare, I was an
accountant for a wholesale liquor
distributor in Tennessee. That was almost as excit-
ing as watching grass grow,” Armstrong said.

“Then I saw that the Memphis Humane Society
was hunting for an office manager and I thought why
not. I love animals and it should be a real experi-
ence. That’s what started me on this career and I
couldn’t be happier,” she said.

THAT ENTHUSIASM is shared by those who have
known her. “We are thrilled that Ms. Armstrong has
joined the Alexandria Animal Welfare League. She
will lead a team of dedicated employees who strive
daily to implement the League’s mission to inspire
compassion for all living things,” said Maurice Levite,
chair, AWLA.

That sentiment was echoed by AWLA Board mem-
ber Sandy Yamamoto. “She’s a wonderful breath of
fresh air. She not only brings a wealth of experience
but she is a real joy and pleasure to work with and

has a great sense of
humor,” she said.

“I’ve known
Martha for more
than a decade. She’s
a wonderful person
and very compas-
sionate about ani-
mal issues. Alexan-
dria is very lucky to
have her. She is na-
tionally known and
recognized,” said
Rob Blizard, AWLA
Development Com-
mittee.

For Ann Church,
Virginia State Direc-
tor, Humane Society
of the United States,
Armstrong is “one of
the brightest people
I have ever known in
this field. She can
solve problems by being able to see through the grey
areas of animal issues and spot the solutions. Prob-
lems in this field are never just black and white.”

That capability to zero in on a particular issue will
come in handy in this budget tightening era. “We
are really challenged by not having enough space
for people to get to know their adoptive pets or vice
versa. Some shelters have new puppy classes before
adoption,” she said.

“We need more private space to interview people
who want to adopt. Our goal is to not perpetuate
the revolving door of adoption,” Armstrong said.

THE LEAGUE’S animal space presently is nearly at
capacity with the greatest number being cats. “Cats
may be low maintenance pets but, they are not no
maintenance pets,” she said. We also need more space

for our dogs. Two dogs looking
across a narrow aisle at one another
is not ideal,” she said

Before returning to this area to
accept the AWLA job, Armstrong
lived in Knoxville, Tenn., with her
husband Robert Preddy, president of
a manufacturing firm. “We have
done this before — a long distance
marriage. One of these days we are
going to get our moves to coincide,”
she said.

Two of Armstrong’s other goals for
AWLA is to improve the

organization’s community outreach and gain more
physical space for both community events and the
animals. Her background with animal protection or-
ganizations nationwide has helped her prioritize
AWLA’s programmatic, financial and physical space
needs.

“I have been making numerous lists and mapping
out a variety of improvements I believe will benefit
the shelter and all our constituents, including the
animals in our care. With the help of the board and
staff, I will be working hard to make these improve-
ments a reality,” Armstrong said.

Founded in 1946, AWLA operates the Vola Lawson
Animal Shelter at 4101 Eisenhower Avenue, from
which 1,200 animals are adopted each year. AWLA
also provides behavior and training advice, humane
education programs, animal control and licensing,
wildlife rescue, reduced cost spay and neuter certifi-
cates, and rabies and microchipping clinics.

Animal League Gains New Director
Economic realities
increase animal
welfare challenges.

“The excess
number of pets
coming to us
poses multiple
challenges.”

— Martha Armstrong,
executive director, AWLA

Photo by Chuck Hagee

The Gazette Packet

Martha Armstrong
assumed her duties as
the new executive
director of the Animal
Welfare League of
Alexandria on Jan. 5.

Here and Gone Again
The strange saga of Melvin Miller has concluded for now,

but City Council members will be considering a new plan that
could get rid of him all over again. On Monday night, council
members voted to reappoint Miller to his position on the Alexan-
dria Redevelopment and Housing Authority board of commis-
sioners. But council members also voted on a controversial four-
to-three motion to tie Miller’s appointment to launching a new
plan that would “reconstitute” the commission — essentially fir-
ing all the members and opening up the commission to new ap-
plicants.

“To tie the two together may be politically expedient,” said
Councilman Ludwig Gaines.

“Political expedience?” asked Councilman Tim Lovain. “You
want to raise that issue?”

“Whatever,” replied Gaines. “You guys have issues with what-
ever. You never bothered to come to me and share them.”

Mayor Bill Euille and Vice Mayor Del Pepper sided with
Gaines to separate Miller’s appointment from the plan to recon-
stitute the commission, but a four-vote majority overruled them.
In the end Miller got his position on the commission back, but
only by initiating a process that could terminate his appointment
all over again. The reconstitution plan will be docketed for con-
sideration at future public hearing, possibly as early as next
month. “If any of my colleagues have any concerns with me, don’t
do it over the dais,” concluded Gaines shortly before the final
vote was taken. “Approach me, and I’ll be more than happy to
talk to you and let you know just how I feel.” “Ditto, sir,” re-
sponded Lovain.

Kaine Appoints Krupicka
Since he was first elected to the City Council in 2003, Rob

Krupicka’s signature issue has been trying to find ways to in-
crease access to early childhood education. Back in 2006, Demo-
cratic Gov. Tim Kaine appointed Krupicka to the Start Strong
Pre-K Council. This week, Kaine appointed Krupicka to the Vir-
ginia Board of Education, a high-profile position that Krupicka
plans to use to advocate for expanding access for early child-
hood education programs.

“Every child should show up for the first day of Kindergarten
ready to learn,” said Krupicka Tuesday night after the governor’s
appointment was announced. “I’m the first person from inside
the Beltway to be appointed to the board in some time, so I’ll be
able to bring a different perspective that’s been lacking.”

According to enrollment records, one in four Alexandria kin-
dergartners have no classroom experience when they arrive for
their first day of school, a statistic that Krupicka would like to
use his new position to change. As a board member, Krupicka
will also have a say in setting statewide curriculum standards,
establishing high-school graduation requirements, determining
qualifications for classroom teachers, establishing standards for
accreditation and implementing the federal No Child Left Be-
hind Act. “I didn’t even know this appointment was available
until a week ago, so I’m not going into this with a specific plan,”
said Krupicka. “My head is still spinning from it all.”

Basketball Bailout
Sometimes it helps to have a lobbyist around, like when the

federal government is planning to spread billions of dollars around
for “shovel-ready” infrastructure projects. Fortunately for the city
government, Councilman Tim Lovain Councilman Paul
Smedberg are both lobbyists by day and elected officials by
night. So they are using their professional skills to help City Hall
get its fair share of the bailout money now flowing out of Wash-
ington. Meanwhile, city budget officials have compiled a list of
$600 million worth of projects that could be funded by the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Bill of 2009, including $31 mil-
lion for fire-fighting equipment, $19 million for a new police fa-
cility, $3.4 million for new sidewalks and $2.4 million for new
King Street trolleys.

“We should see at least 5 or 10 percent of the total if not all of
it,” said Mayor Bill Euille. “I may have to play [President Barack
Obama] in a game of basketball for it.”

— Michael Lee Pope

Council Notebook
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Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

3652 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22302
Phone 703-379-6010 • Fax 703-379-8136

www.bcjewelers.net

B&C Jewelers

Good Cupid!
From Page 1

News

“Solving murders is kind of like
putting together a puzzle,” said
Baker. “You start from nothing,
and then our detectives and pros-
ecutors work together to piece to-
gether what happened and then
track down those who are respon-
sible.”

Shortly after midnight on Jan.
18, police officials found cab
driver Khalil Siddiqi, a 50 year-old
Fairfax man, unresponsive in his
vehicle at the intersection of Prin-
cess Street and Buchanan Street.
Last weekend, Alexandria Police
officers arrested Jamal Berry, a 20-
year-old Alexandria man, and a
16-year old Alexandria man in
connection with the Jan. 18 mur-
der. On Tuesday, police also ar-
rested Joshua Moore, an 18-year-
old Prince George’s County man.

The three men have been charged
with murder and robbery.

“I assume the three suspects
were friends,” said Ashley
Hildebrandt, police spokeswoman.
“We have no indication that they
were involved in a gang.”

Baker also acknowledged that
police officials are closing in on the
Dec. 2 murder of Juantissa Hill, a
24-year-old Alexandria woman
who worked in the Pentagon’s Of-
fice of the Chief Naval Operations.
On Dec. 2, Alexandria police were
called to the EOS 21 apartment
complex, where they found Hill’s
body. She was pronounced dead
at the scene. Public-safety officials
say the “person of extreme inter-
est” is already in custody in a dif-
ferent state and that they are wait-
ing for lab results of DNA evidence
before charging anyone with the
Dec. 2 murder.

Murder Suspects Arrested

A fund-raiser to benefit the family of slain Yellow Cab driver Khalil
Siddiqi will be held Thursday, Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m. at the Fish Market
(upstairs), 105 King Street. Yellow Cab has set up a PayPal account for
people who cannot attend, but would still like to contribute to the
fund. Donate by going to http://paypal.com and typing the email ad-
dress donations@alexandriayellowcab.com into the recipient box or
mail donations to: Alexandria Yellow Cab, C/O Kyle Summers, 3014
Colvin St., Alexandria, VA 22314.

How To Help Slain Driver’s Family
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Opinion

H
ere in Northern Virginia, resi
dents, businesses and govern
ment all recognize the impor
tance of quality public schools.

Great schools benefit everyone, not just fami-
lies with children in school.

In Fairfax County, the public schools absorb
more than half the county funds available. In
Loudoun, the percentage is much higher.
Spending per student in Arlington and Alex-
andria demonstrate those localities’ commit-
ment to their public schools as well.

Another critical component of the quality of
life, education and the economy here is the
Northern Virginia Community College. While
it’s hard to overstate the importance of NOVA,
the second largest community college in the
nation with more than 60,000 students, will

play an even bigger role in the decade to come.
While NVCC (or NOVA as it is more com-

monly known), along with local school dis-
tricts, has taken its share of budget cuts, the
General Assembly should not take steps to cap
its tuition. Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College offers access to high qual-
ity college classes and degree programs
at a very affordable price (well under
$3,000 annual tuition for a full-time
student) and also offers support to students
with financial need in a variety of ways. The
school must have some flexibility to manage
its revenues to continue to meet growing de-
mand.

NOVA is one of the most internationally di-
verse colleges in the United States, with stu-
dents from more than 180 countries; interna-
tional students make up about 20 percent of
student population.

The community college conducts significant
outreach to the many students in Northern
Virginia high schools who could be the first in
their family to go to college, many of them
immigrants. This is a critical link to the Ameri-
can dream.

NOVA provides an affordable path to a four-
year college degree, plus provides certificates
and training in careers high in demand like

nursing and health care, “green” technologies.
With even many affluent families feeling the

effects of the economic crisis, many students
in Northern Virginia will need to find alterna-
tives to paying full freight for four years of
college education.

NOVA accepts IB and AP credits, so
an advanced student from Fairfax
County could arrive at NOVA with a
year’s worth of college credit, get an

associates degree in one year at an affordable
rate, and then transfer to a four-year college,
finishing in three years and potentially cutting
their college costs in half.

Students who graduate from NOVA with an
associate’s degree and a minimum grade point
average are guaranteed admission to other
Virginia colleges and universities, including
George Mason University, the University of Vir-
ginia, and the College of William and Mary.

NOVA has campuses in Alexandria,
Annandale, Loudoun, Manassas, Springfield
and Woodbridge along with educational cen-
ters in Reston and Arlington. NOVA offers more
than 160 certificate programs and degrees at
the associate’s level, along with distance learn-
ing programs.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Importance of College Options
Northern Virginia
Community College
will have a growing
and critical role in
coming decade.

See Letters,  Page 9

Editorial

By Patsy Ticer

State Senate (D-30)

T
he week started for me with a very
active Agriculture, Conservation
and Natural Resources Committee

Meeting. Two of my bills passed, one which
requires the Virginia Soil and Water Con-
servation Board to adopt regulations that
provide for the evaluation and potential
inclusion of emerging or innovative
stormwater control technologies, such as
steel slag, that prove effective in reducing

nonpoint source pollution.
The second bill addresses

the Virginia Land Conserva-
tion Fund and public access
to park land. When the fund

exceeds $10 million, (which has happened
only once) the designation of public access
must be a designation for awarding funds.
The Virginia Outdoors Foundation, which
administers the fund, will award grants for
public access to park land based on a num-
ber of factors.

This designation is important to urban
areas, because some of the factors would
be the availability of public parks in the
planning district, and the population in the
immediate geographical area rather than
just on the size of the property.

State Parks and open space are even more
important in a recession than in good eco-
nomic times, since it gives citizens an out-
let and access to the outdoors. In 2008 more
than 7.2 million people visited Virginia’s 35
state parks, the second-highest attendance

in the park system’s history.
John Edward’s bill to regulate the use of

fly ash, a coal byproduct that can contain
arsenic, lead, mercury and other toxins,
passed the Ag committee and is on the way
to the full Senate. It requires a solid waste
permit from the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality to use coal fly ash in a
100-year flood plain. After recycling it has
been used in embankments and for struc-
tural fill. The clear purpose of the bill is to
avoid toxic run-offs in rivers and streams.
While it failed in the House last year the
need for it is more urgent due to the col-
lapse of an earthen dam last year near
Harriman, Tenn. This collapse resulted in
the release of about 1 billion gallons of a
mixture of coal ash and water which cov-
ered 300 acres and contaminated the Emory
and Clinch rivers, tributaries of the Tennes-
see River. There is hope the bill will pass
this year.

ANOTHER of my bills passed which clari-
fies that a transferor of a nonresident
decedent’s stocks, bonds, securities money
or tangible personal property held in Vir-
ginia may comply with either the law of Vir-
ginia or the law of the state or country in
which the nonresident decedent was domi-
ciled. This bill represents a solution to diffi-
culties encountered by Pentagon Federal
Credit Union and I presume other credit
unions and banking institutions.

The other bill which passed through the
Senate changes the name of the Department

Fighting to Reduce Pollution

See Ticer,  Page 38

Richmond

Report

Abide by the Rules
To the Editor:

So, the “elite” of Old Town don’t approve a
“new” business offering what others do not,
specifically one tailored to adult shoppers. A
business survives based on the old “supply and
demand” principle. Leave it alone and see what
happens.

Two or three years ago this same “elite
group” banded together and successfully kept
5 Guys from moving into 100 King. Denial re-
sulted in that building being empty for several
years, maybe because council could not find
for them a “suitable” tenant. Does council deem
it more appropriate to have another empty
storefront on King Street? Council denied 5
Guys, welcoming a business dictated by a mi-
nority, a restaurant deemed “acceptable” by
those who objected.

What happened? The complainers failed to
support that which they demanded and re-
ceived — one too expensive for most city resi-
dents’ pockets. Locals, along with tourist dol-
lars, would undoubtedly have made 5 Guys a
successful, tax paying and welcome business.
Being yanked by a minority has resulted in that
building again being vacant. The structure re-
cently sold. That situation should not be al-
lowed to happen again. Rather than council
spending time trying to put someone out of
business — one that overcame all hurdles and
obtained a legitimate license from that same
council — they could approach 5 Guys to de-
termine whether they are still interested in 100
King. The unwelcome reception to their ear-
lier request may have soured their interest. I,
for one, would have welcomed 5 Guys as a
reasonably priced eatery in the heart of a city
which has too few.

Letters
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Or, come to our next open houses–
Monday, February 23

or Friday, March 20, 9 am – noon

r.s.v.p. info@afriends.org or 703-461-7222

Northern Virginia’s
ONLY Quaker High School

(grades 9-12)

“Helping students reconnect to their innate love
of learning by nurturing their Inner Light”

3830 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304

Please visit our website, www.afriends.org,
or call us at 703-461-7222

for an appointment to visit our school.

Come Taste the Difference
Bradlee Shopping Center

3690J King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

703.820.8600
www.unwinedva.com
Open 7 Days a Week

Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday 12-5 p.m.

CHOCOLATE, CHEESE
& WINE TASTING

Thursday February 12, 6-8pm
Indulge with us for a festive selection
of artisan products sure to make your

Valentine’s shopping easy and delicious!

Letters

From Page 8

Such approval might have re-
sulted in a continuing contributor
to the city. So, if this “new” busi-
ness succeeds — great. Should it
fail, that failure should be the re-
sult of lack of business not from
complaints of that same vocal
“elite” which has again left a va-
cant structure at a busy corner in
a city that could benefit, visually
and financially, if it were occupied.
The “new” business appears to
have met all requirements, so why
go on a witch hunt now trying to
create a “ghost regulation” not on
the books to close its doors? If
council erred in its judgment that
is the council’s fault not that of the
business.

Perhaps council time could be
better spent in an attempt to bring
the budget under control, and re-
solve to become diligent in an at-
tempt to recover from its “spend
and waste” addiction for which it
has been in denial for too many
years.

Once approved, let sales dictate
how businesses take care of them-
selves rather than create a dicta-
torship governed by a few.
Additonal businesses are going to
disappear if council keeps acting
to their disadvantage — as in hav-
ing them pay higher “penalty”
taxes just to be on King Street. So,
keep those storefronts occupied.
Do something positive for the city
residents and business owners.
Failure to be positive will result in
additional economic woes. Leave
the running of a business to the
business owner(s) and let council
take care of council business such
as generating income, being fis-
cally responsible and accountable,
providing a safe city and reducing
already excessive business and
real estate taxes.

I may or may not ever shop at
this new venture; however, that
business apparently has abided by
the rules, so let council do the
same.

C. Donaldson

Scatter
Public Housing
To the Editor:

As a 29-year resident of the In-
ner City, I must comment on your
Dec. 22 article, “Seeing Differ-
ently,” which profiled ARHA’s new
Executive Director Roy Priest.

Mr. Priest has already demon-
strated that he is an improvement
on his predecessor, and our com-
munity appreciates his accessibil-
ity and openness. Hopefully the
ARHA Board will give him the
breathing room necessary to turn
around a troubled, inefficient and
corrupt agency.  ARHA has served

See Letters,  Page 11
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Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage
the patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for
surgery. I regard him as one of the premier dentists in the
non-surgical management of TMJ Disorders.”
—Dr. Joseph Arzadon

“Very professional environment, excellent level of service,
up-to-date dental technology.” — Anne

“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my
concerns seriously.” — Mary 

“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop
relationships with  your patients.” — Kim

“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat
your patients with respect and courtesy in a way that  is
extremely rare.” — Nancy

Trusted Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.

Cosmetic Dental Services:
• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• In Office Whitening
• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually
  painless anesthesia

Unique Dental Services:
• Dental Sleep Appliance
• Computer Preview of New Smile

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere
• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
   during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with
  Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
  Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile
  Magazine & TMJ News-n-Views

Testimonials
Michael B. Rogers, DDS

Dennis J. Holly, DMD
4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDental.com

Opinion

By David Englin

Delegate (D-45)

G
overning is about choices, and
a state budget shortfall that
now looks like it could run as
high as $4 billion or more

draws into sharp relief our choices about
what matters most. Virginia is continually
ranked the Best Managed State by Govern-
ing magazine and the Best State for Busi-
ness by Forbes magazine in part because we
run an efficient operation with strong ac-
countability measures and minimal waste.
Therefore, when the economy
falters and revenues drop,
there really is not much fat left
to cut from the state budget,
and we are forced to make some very pain-
ful decisions.

While I have proposed some moderate,
reasonable measures to bring in more
money to reduce the harm to education and
health care, the Republican leadership,
which still controls the House of Delegates
by six votes, apparently has declared all
such bills dead on arrival. For example, a
House Finance Subcommittee killed my bill
to bring Virginia’s cigarette tax, which cur-
rently ranks 47th lowest in the country, up
to the national average. Governor Kaine’s
proposed budget already cuts $400 million

from health care, and it assumes $150 mil-
lion in new revenue from at least at 30-cents
cigarette tax increase. Therefore, killing this
proposal means the state will be forced to
cut an additional $150 million from Medic-
aid. The sad irony is that the legislators most
concerned with protecting tobacco come
from parts of Virginia with the highest pov-
erty and unemployment rates, so their con-
stituents will suffer the most from reduced
Medicaid services.

ANOTHER BILL I proposed would have
reinstated the inheritance tax with the same

provisions that U.S. Sen. Mark
Warner supported when he
was governor: exempting es-
tates up to $5 million and ex-

empting family farms and small businesses.
Just 80 to 100 of the very wealthiest es-
tates in Virginia would end up paying the
tax each year to bring in more than $100
million per year that I proposed dedicating
in equal shares to Healthy Families Virginia,
the Virginia Preschool Initiative, and the
Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant Program.
This choice would have allowed us to
strengthen our investment in children from
before birth through age five, saving more
than seven times what we would have spent
over the long run, and it would have made
college more affordable for students and

families across the state, which is a proven
investment in our long-term economic
strength. Unfortunately, this proposal suf-
fered the same fate as my effort to raise the
cigarette tax.

BY REFUSING to move forward any ideas
to bring in even comparatively modest
amounts of revenue, the primary remain-
ing choice becomes which existing services
to cut. In Virginia, because of our efficient
government and at least three previous
rounds of cuts totaling more than $2 bil-
lion, that means cutting bone and muscle
from programs that matter to people’s sur-
vival and quality of life. For example, Vir-
ginia has a triple A bond rating, which we
have leveraged for a number of critical in-
frastructure and higher education projects.
However, without new revenue, the state
has reached its full debt capacity and there
is no money left to pay the debt service on
additional bonds. For that reason, on Fri-
day, the Capital Outlay Subcommittee
tabled my Virginia Flood Mitigation Infra-
structure Bond Act. While that means no
new state money for local flood control
projects this year, the good news is that our
local governments will still have access to
state-backed bonds issued through Virginia
Resources Authority to finance these
projects with local dollars. However, this is

just one example of how difficult choices
are already affecting people’s lives.

LEST MY REPORT leave the impression
that the news from Richmond is all doom
and gloom, I was able last week to get a
fairly complex bill through the House of
Delegates with a near unanimous biparti-
san vote that closes a corporate tax loop-
hole that will save Virginia taxpayers $30
million this year and up to $7 million each
year moving forward. Additionally, the
Rental Assistance Pilot Project bill that I am
carrying for the third year in a row made it
through the committee process with unani-
mous bipartisan support and now awaits a
funding decision by the Appropriations
Committee.

My election reform legislation, which pro-
poses some technical changes to make it
easier for registrars to run elections and
which repeals the unconstitutional ban on
wearing political clothing while voting,
seems to be moving along nicely.

 I am hopeful that the next week will bring
progress on a range of issues the General
Assembly has yet to address, including my
Middle Class and Small Business Tax Relief
Act and my Renewable Energy Job Creation
Tax Credit. Contact me at DelDEnglin
@house.virginia.gov or 703-549-3203 if I
can be of assistance.

Budget Shortfall Forces Difficult Choices

Richmond Report
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Opinion

By Nick J. Sciullo

T
he inauguration of President Barack
Obama, the 80th anniversary of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s

birth, and Abraham Lincoln’s bicentennial
are all momentous occurrences. It is as if
the stars have aligned to herald a new day
of racial politics in the United States. We
would be remiss to forget that the struggle

continues. The stars
may have aligned, but
let not the shadows of
forgetfulness, denial, or

contentment loom. The call to describe our
times as post-racial has risen. But, what is
a post-racial society? We cannot fulfill the
vision of Dr. King if we fail to continue ques-
tioning intolerance in our world. We must
take up that banner, wave it proudly, and
let the vision of progress never cloud. Op-
posing intolerance is not a spectator sport.

The beacon of hope should burn bright
as ever and it must continue to burn. Dr.
King reminded us that he might not get to
the mountaintop with us, but that we would
arrive.

To describe our times as post-racial is to
white wash the politics of the present. Ra-
cial animosities have festered well before
Lincoln’s birth, as well as ended the lives of
Medger Evers, Dr. King, and others. Let us
also not forget the racial divides that sur-
faced throughout the last year’s presiden-
tial campaign.

We must not move beyond race, but must
embrace the discussion of race that leads
to communication across racial and ethnic
identities. We must not talk of a black or a
white country, but a county united in the
pursuit of equality and open to discussions
of our checkered racial past and a hopeful,
racially aware future. The solution to our
racial woes is not an election, but the con-
tinued struggle toward new consciousness.

President Obama warned us that times
would be difficult. Obama was speaking of
our economic times, but his words reso-
nated across the great landscape of the
United States. Times will be hard, struggle
will ensue, the world will continue in tu-
mult, but the continued pursuit of a more
just society is a power vested in each of us.
The ability to fight, resist, and empower lies
in each and every one of us and we must
not let that power die by failing to take even
the smallest of actions.

Post-racial society threatens to deny the
importance of continued struggle. It should
not divest an active citizenry of their power,
our power, to continue pursuing the dream.
It must not be a moniker of success, but
instead a cry to action. Post-racial society
should empower us to re-think our being
in this world. It is an opportunity to jour-
ney, to toil and travel, contemplate and cre-
ate — all in the pursuit of a more equal
society.

Alexandria resident Nick J. Sciullo writes on criti-
cal race theory, politics, and public policy.

Toward a Post-Racial Society

Commentary
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its residents and the community poorly
in recent years.

However, it is exasperating to realize that
Mr. Priest, a long-time Silver Spring resi-
dent, is being taught — and is eagerly ab-
sorbing and repeating — all of the false
political and socio-economic notions that
the supposedly liberal City of Alexandria
uses to justify to sustain its artificially-cre-
ated ghetto now known as Braddock.

First, Mr. Priest states that “Public hous-
ing is well-disbursed [sic] throughout this
City.” Wrong. Half of the City’s Resolution
830 public housing units are still located in
a small area of North Old Town and at
Braddock Road Metro.

Second, the article states “Mr. Priest
points to Chatham Square as a sociological
success.” If Chatham Square is a success (as
was Quaker Hill), why not apply the same
formula elsewhere and scatter at least half
the existing public housing units from big
projects like Bland to other small clusters
in Alexandria? And why does the City now
insist that, unlike Chatham Square, the pro-
posed James Bland redevelopment project
needs minimal offsiting but requires an
additional layer of work force tenants to
ease the supposed social tension that ac-
cording to Mr. Priest doesn’t apparently exist
at Chatham Square?

Mr. Priest fears “Alexandria’s demograph

Nothing
is some-
times
the right
thing to
say.

—Malcolm
Forbes
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ALEXANDRIA Pastry Shop & Cafe........703-578-4144
ALEXANDRIA PHOTO & DIGITAL.............703-379-6206
ATLANTIS PIZZA.................................703-671-0250
B & C JEWELERS ................................703-379-6010
BANNERS HALLMARK..........................703-820-4449
BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO ......................... 703-820-8820
BLUE RIBBON DRY CLEANING..............703-998-5118
BRADLEE BARBER SHOP ...................... 703-998-9830
BRADLEE DENTAL CARE.......................703-820-2273
BRADLEE FLORIST...............................703-379-6166

BRADLEE SHOE REPAIR........................703-931-9210
CAPITAL BAGEL BAKERY.......................703-379-6462
CHEVY CHASE BANK...........................703-998-6502
CHICKEN OUT...................................703-998-8802
DRESS BARN......................................703-379-4462
FOOT SOLUTIONS..............................703-931-3668
FOXY NAILS.......................................703-824-9292
GNC................................................703-578-4122
GIANT..............................................703-845-0851
GOLDEN DRAGON.............................703-575-8079
HAIR CUTTERY...................................703-998-9387
HARDWOOD ARTISANS.......................703-379-7299
KING STREET BACK & NECK................703-578-1900
KYOTO JAPANESE RESTAURANT.............703-379-8060
MIXERS’S ICE CREAM...........................703-671-4799
MCDONALD’S...................................703-379-0441
National Art & Framing...................703-998-5888
PALM BEACH TAN...........................1-800-725-6826
Potomac Paint & Design Center.....703-379-5800
PRO FEED.........................................703-820-3888
RITE AID...........................................703-931-7095
ROBCYNS..........................................703-379-7800
STARBUCKS........................................703-845-9563
SUBWAY............................................703-931-3700
SUNTRUST BANK...............................703-838-3280
TC UNISEX SALON.............................703-379-6397
U.S. POSTAL SERVICE......................1-800-275-8777
UNWINED.........................................703-820-8600
VIRGINIA ABC...................................703-845-6374
VIRGINIA VACUUMS...........................703-931-6100
WACHOVIA BANK..............................703-671-7523
WASHINGTON SPORTS CLUB...............703-933-3777

Everything You Need...in one
               Convenient Place.

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

PURRCY THE HUGGABLE LION

$12.95
with the purchase of three
Hallmark cards (regularly $25.00)

Banner’s Hallmark
Bradlee Shopping Center

703.820.4449

PURRS
GIGGLES
and shakes

From Page 11

Letters

See Letters,  Page 35

ics are changing dramatically …
There are now many non-blacks
moving into neighborhood [sic]
that have been traditionally, pri-
marily black.” Apparently Mr.
Priest’s political tutors don’t know
their history. In 1924 this neigh-
borhood was half white. Histori-
cally, as with President-elect
Obama now, half white translates
to mostly black and at a Braddock
East Advisory Group meeting, Mr.
Priest denied that Hispanics now
live in Braddock’s public housing

— not only contradicting what the
community has seen but also be-
lying ARHA’s own board minutes,
which reveal the authority hired a
Spanish translator to work with
Jefferson Village residents.

While Mr. Priest and others like
Mayor Euille only grudgingly ac-
knowledge that the neighborhood
has changed, in fact Parker-Gray
has been changing dramatically
for 30 years. It is an utterly differ-
ent neighborhood in terms of in-
come, occupation, education, and
quality of housing stock. It will

continue to evolve as it has for
more than a century, and the 2010
Census will document these
changes in cold hard print.

The sad truth is that it suits the
City, and ARHA’s non-managers, to
deny the changes; to perpetuate
the notion that there is a “commu-
nity” here — one that can live no-
where else — which must be “pre-
served” by keeping public housing
monolithic and institutionalized.

It is NIMBYism raised to the
highest degree, and in the year in
which Barack Obama trium-
phantly enters the White House,
why is the City and its public hous-
ing authority still perpetuating
racial segregation, dysfunction,
and the concentration of poverty?
Or is this really a financial coverup
because the City finds it politically
and economically convenient not
to invest in dismantling the last
vestiges of Jim Crow?

Leslie Zupan
Alexandria

City Needs
These Skills
To the Editor:

I have been a teacher and foot-
ball coach in Alexandria since
1973, and I am writing to support

Frankie Fannon for City Council.
My association with Frankie over
the years, especially his involve-
ment with the Alexandria Sports-
man Club, has shown me his com-
mitment, compassion, and con-
cern toward our youth in Alexan-
dria.

Frankie is a native of Alexandria
and knows the people, the neigh-
borhoods, the history, and the con-
cerns. His people skills, under-
standing and insights allow him to
participate on the Council and
serve its future direction from Day
One.

I have also known Frankie on a
professional level through
SunTrust Bank. He is diligent, or-
ganized, and resourceful in order
to get the best results for his cli-
ents.

The well-being and growth of
the City of Alexandria has always
been of utmost importance to
Frankie. He has been a strong ad-
vocate for the advancement of
education, youth athletics, plan-
ning development, financial
growth, and real estate in the City.

I am proud to endorse Frankie
Fannon for City Council.

Coach Bill Allan
Alexandria

Total Learning
Environment
To the Editor:

Mimi Carter’s school board cam-
paign letter of Jan. 29 concerned
me so much that I contacted her.
She clarified that she questions
evening custodial service, not cus-
todians who serve schools during
the day. As a member of the now-
defunct Alexandria School Board’s
Arts and Humanities Committee
and an arts education advocate
who works nationally, I concur
that cutting art and music special-
ists hurts students. Likewise, na-
tional trends away from recess,
P.E., foreign language, and lab sci-
ence numb students and dumb
down the curriculum. What most
education reformers overlook,
however, is the influence of school
culture on student achievement.

I teach in many schools nation-
wide. Those where principal, staff,
and faculty work collaboratively
have the richest learning environ-
ments. Research indicates that the
more positive relationships young
people have with adults, the
greater their chances for success.
Administrators come and go, but
custodians, cafeteria workers,
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

T
hirty five years ago it was just
an ugly building filled with old
World War II files and excess
federal government furniture.

Many in Alexandria saw it as not only an
eye sore but also an obstruction to their vi-
sion of waterfront open space.

Then there was Marian Van Landingham.
To her it was an opportunity to create an
art center like no other in the nation. It
could be a place were artists worked in full
view. Individual studios would be open to
visitors where art lovers and creators could
intertwine their shared love of art.

This place had been a factory for the
manufacture of weapons of war. Now it
could be a multi-dimensional, thriving ex-
ample of the old prophesy of “swords into
plowshares.”

It could offer the opportunity for a shared
experience by resident and visitor, adult and
child, artist and patron, admirer and detrac-
tor.

As a result of that vision, the former tor-
pedo factory — which came into existence
at the end of World War I and supplied tor-
pedoes to the U.S. Navy during World War
II through the efforts of 5,000 to 6,000
munitions workers — morphed into the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, on July 13,
1974, Alexandria’s 225th birthday. It offi-
cially opened to the public Sept. 15, 1974.

Today it is home to 165 artists working
in 82 studios on three levels in all medi-
ums. It is also home to six galleries, the Art
League School, the Alexandria Archaeology
Museum, and a major attraction to more
than 500,000 visitors per year.

In September 2008 the Art Center initi-
ated its first traveling art exhibition featur-
ing the works of 24 Torpedo Factory artists
that will be on display in various cities
throughout the nation. It will return to Al-
exandria in September 2009 with a closing
exhibition at the Athenaeum to celebrate
the Center’s 35th Anniversary.

Thirty Five Years of Plowshares from Swords
Traveling exhibit reception and guest artists
show culminate for anniversary.

“We hope to make this a real celebration.
On Sept. 10 we are planning a show in the
Art Center’s Target Gallery for artists from
the cities visited by the exhibition,” said
Mary Cook, director, Target gallery.

“On Friday night, Sept. 11, the Ath-
enaeum is planning a free reception for all
the artists whose works were part of travel-
ing exhibit and the public,” she said.

BUT, THE BIRTH of the Torpedo Factory
Art Center was not an easy one.

“I was president of the Art League at the
time and our lease was up on our location
on Cameron Street. I was afraid we were

about to be priced out of Old Town,” said
Van Landingham seated in her river view
studio with her two dachshund pet dogs.

“This building was in terrible shape
with vines growing over it and the dock
area was actually crumbling. But, it was
the perfect place for open, working stu-
dios. And, Alexandria Mayor Charles
“Chuck” Beatley was very much in favor
of the concept and brought a lot of imagi-
nation to the table,” Van Landingham said.

“However, there were massive protests
against the concept of the art center being
located here. Many residents viewed it as
preventing their vision of having continu-
ous river open space because of a few self-
ish artists, as they viewed us,” she said.

That opposition is spelled out in Van
Landingham’s book “On Target” commemo-
rating the Art Center’s 25th Anniversary. As
one speaker at a City Council meeting on
the art center proposal put it, “Destroy that
thing and get if off the landscape. If you
want to subsidize the arts, do it in another
building,” Van Landingham recalled in her
book.

The artists, led by Van Landingham,
mounted a counter offensive to build sup-
port for the center. She felt that better com-
munications would turn most opponents
into supporters — but not all. That became
apparent when Van Landingham reached

out to one ardent opponent and was told,
“Thank you, but I can spend my time better
collecting petitions against you,” she noted
in her book.

To pacify some of that opposition it was
decided to place the Torpedo Factory Art
Center on a three-year experimental basis.
The Torpedo Factory Artists Association “has
a turnkey operation with the City,” accord-
ing to Van Landingham. The City purchased
the original four building sites from the fed-
eral government in 1969.

During a February 1974 meeting, City
Council agreed to appropriate $140,000 to
do basic repairs and renovations to the
building. They also rezoned it for “this use
only,” according to Van Landingham.

THE ARTISTS did a great deal of the
sprucing up and removal of old federal gov

“I was afraid we were
about to be priced out of
Old Town.”

— Marian Van Landingham, founder,
Torpedo Factory Art Center
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 Marian Van Landingham, the guiding light behind the founding of the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, sits in her river view studio with one of her
pet dachshunds, Spike, as she related stories of the early days of the
now nationally famous working artists center in Old Town.

See Torpedo,  Page 16

Fine Arts
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the studio corridor on the first
level of the factory.
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Winter Specials

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

Valentine’s Day Feburary 14
Please make early reservations for

• Dover Sole • Bouillabaisse

• Frog Legs • Beef Wellington

• Coq au vin • Cassoulet

• Chef Specials • Vension

Promotions and Events
For 35th Anniversary

A 35th Anniversary Coupon encourages visitors to add
an original piece of Torpedo factory artwork to their col-
lections with a special offer. Fifty-three participating artists
will honor $35 off a $200 purchase or $350 off a purchase
of $2000 or more. Coupons may be printed at
www.torpedofactory.org or picked up in the building at 105
N. Union St.

Each month’s Second Thursday Art Night will feature an
anniversary event. Feb. 12 will take a look at the Center’s
history. March 12 will reveal the role of Torpedo factor
artists in the community. April 9 will get the public involved
in an environmentally “green” installation of art. Additional
information on the Torpedo Factory Art Center and the
35th Anniversary can be found on the Web site.

From Page 20

ernment “junk” being stored there. Some of that
“junk” supplied City Hall and the artists with furni-
ture, including the legs to the conference table in
City Council’s workroom.

Most of the initial artists were from the Art League.
“I collected the first month’s rent and put the checks
on a bulletin board for council members to see. I
think many thought that a bunch of artists were ir-
responsible when it came to fiscal responsibility,” she
said.

“I didn’t want this to house just a group of itiner-
ant galleries so we established strict rules right from
the beginning. Original work had to be done here.
And, each artist was required to be in their studio a
certain number of hours each week,” Van
Landingham said.

The Art Center is open seven days a week from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. year around. On the second Thursday
of each month it is open until 9 p.m. with a special
event each month. It is closed on Christmas, New
Years Day, Easter and a couple of other holidays.

“We all have individual business licenses with the
city. We all pay rent for our studios. To become a
working artist here you have to be accepted through
a tight juried process. And, we have a waiting list,”
Van Landingham said.

“We are not sales people. We are working artists
and we welcome interacting with visitors. For the

most part,
they are also
very respect-
ful of us and
usually don’t
try to talk to
us when we
are working
unless we
open up the
c o n v e r s a -
tion,” she
said.

“But, there
are funny ex-
per i ences .
I’ve had
many come

in a say ‘you have a great office’ and spend their en-
tire time admiring the view of the river without ever
looking at a painting,” Van Landingham said.

“This concept of artists working in public view also
helps the public to understand how we work and
broadens their knowledge of art and artists. As one
woman was heard telling her small son one day as
they toured the Center, ‘see Johnny not all artists
are dead and famous.’”

Every year the artists volunteer to paint all of the
hallways throughout the Art Center. They also paint
the walls of their individual studios annually. The
building has been upgraded with heat and air condi-
tioning since that initial opening 35 years ago.

The Torpedo Factory Art Center has served as a
national and international prototype for a working
art center, according to Van Landingham and is a
must stop for Alexandria tourist. Through a series of
financial negotiations and a secured long-term lease,
Art Center artists now have the “opportunity to keep
their dream growing.”

As Torpedo Factory artist Carol Bruce stated at the
conclusion of Van Landingham’s 25th Anniversary
book:

“Artists are a funny breed
They shun the comforts other need
Give them a bit of space somewhere
With light aglow and dreams to dare ...
Give them a bit of space somewhere
With light aglow and dreams to share.”

Artist Attraction
The Torpedo Factory Art Center is located at 105 S. Union St. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org for more.

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette

“M168:Tracing the Y Chromosome” by Geraldine
Ondrizek is part of the “Bookends: The Book as Art”
exhibit at the Target Gallery in the Torpedo Factory.

Fine Arts



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  February 5-11, 2009  ❖  17www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Calendar

E-mail calendar announcements to the
Alexandria Gazette Packet at
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Photos and artwork are encouraged.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Call Rebecca Halik
at 703-917-6407 with questions.

FRIDAY/FEB. 6
 Music Performance. 5 p.m. at

Carlyle House. Hear 18th-century
music and enjoy a candle-lit tour.
703-549-2997 for tickets.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Bishop Ireton, 201 Cambridge Road.
The concert band performs free. Visit
www.usafband.af.mil or 202-767-
5658.

Time for 2s. 10 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
24-36 months. Free. Registration
required, 703-519-5900.

SATURDAY/FEB. 7
Boutique District Warehouse Sale.

9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Masonic Memorial,
101 Callahan Drive. Browse items
from local stores and more. Free.

Oral History Lecture. 11 a.m.-1:30
p.m. at Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St. Char
McCargo Bah will give a lecture
about Freedmen’s Cemetery. Free.
703-838-4356.

Awards Reception. 4-8 p.m. Gallery
West, 1213 King St., presents the
“National Juried Exhibition” from
Feb. 4 through March 1. See works
picked by Joey Manlapaz. Free.

Lecture. “Their Voices Can Be Heard,
Part II: The Genealogist’s Way of
Doing Oral History” 11 a.m.-1:30
p.m. at Black History Museum, 902
Wythe St. Free. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org or 703-
838-4356.

Propagation Series. 9:30 a.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Learn how to grow
flowers, vegetables and herbs from
seeds. $20. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/gsgp.
703-642-5173 to register.

Saturday Stories. 10:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke ST. All
ages. Registration required, 703-519-
5900.

Saturday Stories. 2 p.m. at Burke
Library, 4701 Seminary Road. All
ages. Free. 703-519-5900.

SUNDAY/FEB. 8
 Music Performance. David Roth,

Cletus Kennelly and Lori Kelley will
perform at 7 p.m. at Church of the
Resurrection, 2280 N. Beauregard St.
$15/adult; $12/member or in
advance. Visit www.focusmusic.org
or 703-501-6061.

Gallery Talk. 4 p.m. Deborah Ellis and
Barbara Southworth will have
artwork on display at the Athenaeum
Gallery, 201 Prince St., through
March 8. “Painter and Photographer:
Two Processes” is the topic. Free.
703-548-0035.

Music Performance. 2 p.m. at Bishop
Ireton High School. Hear music by
The Duquesne University
Tamburitzan. Tickets required, 1-
877-826-6437.

Valentine’s Cabaret. 3 p.m. at The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. Enjoy
music, cabaret, theater and more.
$35/adult; $25/student. Visit
www.belcantanti.com or 301-266-
7546.

Benefit Concert. 3 p.m. at Trinity
United Methodist Church, 2911
Cameron Mills Road. Listen to
“Broadway Then and Now.” Free,
donations go to the Alliance for
Autosomal Recessive Polycystic
Kidney Disease and Congenital
Hepatic Fibrosis. Visit
www.trinityalexandria.org or 703-
549-5500 ext. 103.

Past, Present and Future of the
Smithsonian’s Ripley Garden.

1:30 p.m. at Green Spring Gardens,
4603 Green Spring Road. Learn
about this public garden. $10. 703-
642-5173 to register.

MONDAY/FEB. 9
 Black Saga Competition. 6 p.m. at

Francis C. Hammond Middle School,
4646 Seminary Road. Students
answer African-American history
questions. Free. Visit
www.blacksaga.org or 703-461-4100.

Little One-Ders. 10 a.m. or 10:45 a.m.
at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 12-23 months.
Registration required, 703-519-5900.

Family Tale Nite. 7 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. All ages. Free.
703-519-5900.

Baby Time. 10 a.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children
ages 0-11 months. Free. 703-838-
4566.

TUESDAY/FEB. 10
 Books to Film Discussion. 7 p.m. at

Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Discuss “Love Story.” Free. 703-931-
3559.

Time for 2s. 10 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
24-36 months. Free. Registration
required, 703-519-5900.

Stories and Songs. 10 a.m. or 11 a.m.
at Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children ages 0-
4 years. Free. 703-838-4566.

Tuesday Tots. 11 a.m. at Burke
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 2-3. Free. 703-519-
5900.

Mother Goose Time. 9:30 a.m. at
Barrett Library, 717 Queen St.
Children ages 12-24 months. Free.
703-838-4555.

Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at Barrett
Library, 717 Queen St. Children ages

2 and up. Free. 703-838-4555.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 11
 Animals, Animals, Animals. 3:30

p.m. at Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Elementary
school students only. Free. 703-838-
4566.

Pajama Party. 7 p.m. at Burke Library,
4701 Seminary Road. Children ages
3-6. Free. 703-519-5900.

Book Discussion. 7 p.m. at Barrett
Library, 717 Queen St. Discuss “The
Geography of Bliss” by Eric Weiner.
Free. 703-838-4555.

Mother Goose Time. 9:30 a.m. at
Barrett Library, 717 Queen St.
Children ages 12-24 months. Free.
703-838-4555.

Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at
Barrett Library, 717 Queen St.
Children ages 2 and up. Free. 703-
838-4555.

THURSDAY/FEB. 12
 Opening Reception. 6-8 p.m. Target

Gallery presents “BookEnds: The
Book as Art” in their gallery at
Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union St.
from Jan. 22 through Feb. 22. Free.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org or 703-
838-4565.

Art Reception. 6-9 p.m. Gallery West,
1213 King St., presents the “National
Juried Exhibition” from Feb. 4
through March 1. See works picked
by Joey Manlapaz. Free.

Music Performance. 7 p.m. at the
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Hear
music by Jon Carroll. $10/person.
Visit www.nvfaa.org or 703-548-
0035.

Performance. 7 p.m. at Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St. Hear

See Calendar,  Page 25

In honor of George Washington’s birthday, Mount Vernon
Estate is holding a variety events on Feb. 14,15,16 includ-
ing a parade, breakfast and more. Feb. 22, anyone who
celebrates a birthday on that day or is named George,
will receive free admission to the Estate. Visit http://
Visit.mountvernon.org for more.

“Meet The Legends”
Sunday, February 8, 3-5 P.M.
The Carlyle Club • 411 John Carlyle St.
$25 in advance/$30 at door
Write checks to APAA and send to:
Living Legends, 1607 King Street,
Alexandria, VA 22314
HONORING 2008 LEGEND NOMINEES:

Engin Artemel, Donna and Mel Bergheim, Kathryn A. Brown, William D.
Euille, Charles Euripides, Bernard M. Fagelson, Thomas “TJ” Fannon,

Lillie Finklea and Louise Massoud, Canton Funn, Arlene Hewitt, Susan B.
Kellom, John D. Kling, Marlin G. Lord, Eula and Melvin Miller, James P.

Moran, Michael Oliver, Del Pepper, George Pera, Alice Quint, Elbert
Ransom, Jr., Jane Ring, Charlotte Ross, Pam St. Clair, Charlene Schiff,

The Steuerle Family, The Swanson Family, and Pat Troy.
Living Legends of Alexandria (LLA) is an ongoing project of the Rotary Club of
Alexandria and the Alexandria Gazette Packet to identify, honor and chronicle today’s
history makers. Nina Tisara is project director/photographer. LLA is funded in part
through a grant from the Alexandria Commission for the Arts.
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Master’s Club  $20 Million or More

Founder’s Club  $10-20 Million

Chairman’s Club  $5-10 Million

Chris White

Gary AnsleyRenee ReymondKim Muffler

Mary Lou Sage Martine Irmer Patricia Landaeta & Georgia McLaughlinFranki RobertsJohn Randolph

Mary Ellen Walker Pat Tierney George MyersNorma GantsPat WilsonCatherine FoltzRuth Guirard

Leah Chapla Mike Lekas Suzanne BackusBetty QuirkAnn LogsdonLouise Devers

Sean Satkus & Kendra Carey Shane Canny & Mary Bourke

Brian Hong & Jery Beamer

Alexandria Old Town
Congratulates These Fine Agents
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Historic District Office
on an Outstanding Job in 2008

LONG & FOSTER, REALTORS®

Old Town Historic District Office
400 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 703-683-0400

President’s Club  $3-5 Million

Executive’s Club  $1-2 Million

Director’s Club  $2-3 Million

Philip Matyas Anya Macklin Anne HambleyEllen YoungPat RichardsGinger WebreMike Manuel

Margaret Keagle Margaret Ruhe Francena AlvarezBarbara RollinsAnnelise SmithJulia Martin

Peggy
Baldwin

Suzanne Briar
& Bob Wood

Anne
Simmons

Ben
Grouby

Ann
Kavaljian

Rose Mary
Cousins

Sara
Rothwell

Rich
Webber

Delaine
Campbell

Martha Deal Inderjeet Jumani Katherine WardBrenda JourdanBrandy BuzinskiSobia Saghir

Kim Lillywhite Jill DiPasquale Sheila KolbMary TaylorKlanci Vanderhyde
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Kim Allen Kluge, Music Director

Alexandria Symphony

Orchestra

T
a’u Pupu’a, former Bal-timore
Raven pro foot-ball player and
current acclaimed lyric tenor,
will demonstrate his NFL-

trained operatic singing apparatus on the
upcoming Valentine’s Day Concerts of the
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra, entitled
“O’Lovers’ Voice.”

I have had the privilege of working with
world-class singers and am awed by them.
I am awed by the power of their voices and
their ability to project them into vast spaces
— and to do this without amplification. I
am awed by the absolute command over
their vocal and breathing apparatus and the
arduous physical training that is necessary
to achieve such super-human things. So the
training that Ta’u Pupu’a received as a pro
football player has undoubtedly prepared
him well for the physical rigors and de-
mands of his burgeoning career as an op-
era singer.

Pupu’a’s golden tenor voice is perfectly
suited to the ASO’s upcoming Valentine’s
Day Concerts. He will be joined by soprano
Julie Rowling in two of the most beloved
operatic love scenes — the love music from
“La bohème” and from “Madama Butterfly.”

“See the stars! Ah, lovely night!
Thy perfect calm is breathing love near

and far!”
— Madama Butterfly
These two Puccini operas span different

continents and cultures but share the

Where & When
The ASO and tenor Ta’u Pupu’a will perform two

concerts over Valentine’s Day Weekend with mu-
sic of Ravel & Puccini, Saturday, Feb. 14 at 8 p.m.
and Sunday, Feb. 15 at 3 p.m. at Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall & Arts Center, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. $5 youth tickets (8-18) available for
the Sunday matinee. Adult tickets: $20-$70. Visit
www.alexsym.org or call 703-548-0885 for tickets
or more information. For an interview with tenor
Ta’u Pupu’a, visit www.alexsym.org and click on
the link to the ASO’s blog.

“In order to be a really
good singer, you have to
be an athlete. The way
one breathes, the
positions of standing,
how the air flows in and
out of the body. When you
sing, you have to sing
with your body.”

— Ta’u Pupu’a, former Baltimore
Raven pro football player

Musings by the Maestro
Music

Photo contributed

Ta’u Pupu’a

composer’s unsurpassed ability to write
ravishingly beautiful vocal and orchestral
music that comes directly from the heart.

The first half of the concert is in collabo-
ration with the Opera Theatre of Northern
Virginia and will be conducted by John Ed-
ward Niles. Pupu’a and Rowling will be
joined by mezzo Leslie Mutchler and tenor
Peter Burroughts in a historic regional pre-
miere of Ravel’s “L’heure espagnole (The
Spanish Hour).” This masterful romantic
comedy, paired with the soaring sentiment
of the Puccini love scenes will take an al-
ternately humorous and moving look at love
and romance.

I hope you have a Happy Valentine’s Day!
See you at one of the concerts!

Valentine’s
Day Treats

Heart-
shaped
mousse
delights
can be
found at
the Alex-
andria
Pastry
Shop in
the Brad-
ley Shop-
ping
Center.

Photos

by Louise

Krafft/

Gazette

Packet

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

W
hen their four children were
growing up in the 1960s, Donna
and Mel Bergheim would hire

a babysitter and sneak out for dinner and a
movie on Valentine’s Day. Even now, after
49 years of marriage, the Bergheims still
like to go out on Valentine’s Day. As the first
married couple to be named Living Legends
by the Alexandria Gazette Packet and the
Rotary Club of Alexandria, the Bergheim’s
partnership is a story of unflagging ideal-
ism and mutual affection.

“If I hint at it often enough, Mel will bring
me a box of chocolates,” said Donna
Bergheim. “I try to write him a poem in-
stead of buying some drug-store card.”

Mel Bergheim was first elected to the Al-
exandria City Council in 1970, when he
launched a career of civic life promoting
civil rights and neighborhood protection.
Donna Bergheim made a name for herself
promoting the arts and played a critical role
in the development of MetroStage. As a
team, the Bergheims have become part of
the political gauntlet that potential candi-

Legendary Lovebirds Living Legend couple will celebrate
50 years of marriage this year.

dates must navigate through in order to gain
office in Alexandria. They and 22 other Liv-
ing Legends will be feted during a private
reception at the Carlyle Club on Feb. 8.

“They were chosen as a couple because
they are both very involved in the commu-
nity,” said former Alexandria Gazette Packet
editor Mary Anne Weber, who was part of a
panel that named the Living Legends for
2008. “But they each had their own sepa-
rate projects.”

He fought for civil rights. She became a
powerful advocate for the arts community.
Together, their teamwork over the years has
achieved a wide range of accomplishments,
everything from establishing non-smoking
areas in city restaurants to preventing the
Old Town Theatre from becoming a restau-
rant. When asked for their secret of their
long-term romance and partnership for the
Living Legend feature honoring them, each
deflected attention toward their spouse as
if to underscore the yin-yang nature of their
relationship.

“I couldn’t have done what I’ve done with-
out Donna,” he said.

“It’s very simple,” she said. “I’m in love
with him.”

Photo by Michael Lee Pope/Gazette Packet

Donna and Mel Bergheim cast a curbside ballot during the January
special election.
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Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

performances, music and more. $10/
person. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org or 703-
838-4356.

Latin American Book Discussion. 7
p.m. at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke
St. Stories by Latin American
authors. Free. 703-519-3498.

Story Time. 10 a.m. or 3 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5. Free. 703-519-
5900.

Mother Goose Time. 10 a.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children ages
12-24 months. Free. 703-838-4566.

Thursday Story Time. 11 a.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Ages 3-5. Free.
703-838-4566.

Story Time. 4 p.m. at Barrett Library,
717 Queen St. Children ages 3-5
years. Free. 703-838-4555.

FRIDAY/FEB. 13
Couples Ballroom Dancing. 8:30-

11:30 p.m. at a location in Mount
Vernon. Dance the waltz, rumba,
swing and more to live music. $15/
person. Reservations required,
www.fridaynightersdancingclub.com.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Carl Sandburg Middle School. Watch
“The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.” $5/
person. 703-799-6204.

Basic Gardening Series. 1:30 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Learn how to compost
yard debris and kitchen scraps into a
soil amendment. $12. 703-642-5173
to register.

Time for 2s. 10 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
24-36 months. Free. Registration
required, 703-519-5900.

SATURDAY/FEB. 14
Book Sale. Kingstowne Library, 6500

Landsdowne Centre. Find books for
all readers. Free. 703-339-4610.

Valentine’s Tour and Tea. 10 a.m.-4
p.m. at Lee-Fendall House Museum &
Garden, 614 Oronoco St. $20/
person. Reservations required, 703-
548-1789.

Music Performance. 8 p.m. at
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St.
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra
performs Puccini and more. $20-$80/
person. Visit www.alexsym.org or
703-548-0885.

Birthnight Banquet and Ball. 5:30-
11 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 N.
Royal St. Celebrate George
Washington’s birthday with a dance
and dinner. $100/person for dinner
and ball or $50/person for just the
ball. Registration required,
www.gadsbystavern.org or 703-838-
4242.

Story Telling. 11 a.m. at Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St. Hear stories
by Baba Jamal. Free. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org or 703-
838-4356.

Breakfast with George and
Parade. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Mount
Vernon Estate. Enjoy parades,
breakfast and more. $15/adult; $7/
child. Visit.MountVernon.org or 703-
780-2000.

Magestic Eagles. 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m.
at Mason Neck State Park, 7301 High
Point Road, Lorton. Observe these
birds and learn about their lives.
Free. 703-339-2385.

Music Performance. 8 p.m. at
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St. The
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra and
Opera Theatre of Northern Virginia

From Page 17 perform. $20-$80. Visit
www.alexsym.org or 703-548-0885.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Carl Sandburg Middle School. Watch
“The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.” $5/
person. 703-799-6204.

Family Fun: Enchanted Dish
Garden. 2 p.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Hunt for enchanted creatures hiding
in the tropical greenhouse and then
build a dish. $15/project. 703-642-
5173 to register.

Impact Development Strategies
for Home Gardeners. 9:30 a.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Learn about rain
gardens, water barrels and more.
$16/person. 703-642-5173 to
register.

Valentine’s Day Tea. 1 p.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Examine love letters
throughout history. $25. 703-941-
5173 to register.

Saturday Stories. 10:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke ST. All
ages. Registration required, 703-519-
5900.

SUNDAY/FEB. 15
 Music Performance. David

Hildebrand will perform a concert
honoring George Washington at 3
p.m. and 5 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern,
134 N. Royal St. $20/person and
$15/member. Reservations
recommended,
www.gadsbystavern.org or 703-838-
4242.

Music Performance. 3 p.m. at
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St.
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra
performs Puccini and more. $20-$80/
person. Visit www.alexsym.org or
703-548-0885.

Calendar
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North Ridge
The North Ridge Citizen’s Association

is holding its monthly meeting at 7:30
p.m., Monday, Feb. 9, at the Beverley
Hills United Methodist Church, at the
corner of Tennessee Ave. and Old Do-
minion Blvd.

Acting City Attorney Chris Spera will
be our guest speaker.

This is a chance to hear first hand
how the City has been addressing some
challenging issues such as emissions
from the Mirant power plant, the West
End ethanol transfer plant, and the
opening of the Monroe Street bridge.

Hope to see you there.
— Russ Bailey

Seminary Valley
A new calendar is on everyone’s list

right now, and the Animal Welfare
League of Alexandria’s 2009 Calendar is
on sale now!

This full-color calendar features all
pet photos submitted to the Calendar
Photo Contest. Contest winner “Torch,”
photographed by PawPrints Photogra-
phy, graces the cover. Contest
runners-up were photographed by Ex-
pressions3 Photography and represent
each month of 2009. Proceeds benefit
the League, whose shelter is just down
the bike path from our neighborhood.

Hammond High School (now Middle
School) alumni are tickled pink that
beloved Coach “Red” Coughron will be
inducted into the Virginia Sports Hall of
Fame this April. Born in Tennesee,
Coach Coughron came to newly opened
Hammond after a stint at GW and
coached the football team to a 28-10-2
record from 1956-1959. He moved on to

Neighborhoods

Woodberry Forest in Orange and com-
piled a record of 217-56-7, with eight
undefeated seasons and 15 conference
championships. One of the several
alumni-sponsored benches in
Hammond’s courtyard is dedicated to
“Red.” If you would like to attend the
festivities, please contact Tom Scott
(’58) at 540-576-3335.

Neighbor Mike Anderson, of Mango
Mike’s fame, wants to spread the word
that the restaurant is about to go smoke-
free … starting on Valentine’s Day. Give
the economy a boost and take your
sweetie out for a West End treat.

We all know this is a great neighbor-
hood, one of the closer-knit Alexandria
communities. Our community just lost a
long-time resident, Dr. Charles McKeon,
who bought his house on Strathblane
Street in 1957. His wife, Mae and he
raised eight children there. I asked Jane
Chopko (Kirby) to give me some
thoughts on growing up in Seminary
Valley. My reaction to her musings was
that the names and faces change, but
not the flavor of our neighborhood. Jane
writes:

“There were eight McKeon kids:
Charlie, Sharon, Brian, Peggy, John,
Patrick, Kathleen (Keen) and Marie,
plus a basset hound named Maggie.
They lived in the rambler across the
street from us; Dr. McKeon finished off
the basement himself to make more bed-
rooms, and much later put on an
addition. Marie (Zack) lives in the house
now with her five children. There were
a lot of kids in the neighborhood in the
those days (6 Laceys, 2 Newhouses, 4
Kennedys, 3 Strattons, 3 Lavans, 4
Youngs, 4 Kirbys, 4 Morellis, 2 Vawters,
etc.) and many of us were around the
same age range and played together; the
under-10 crowd was in and out of each

other’s houses all the time.
There was always something going on

at the McKeons’ house, whether it was
soccer in the side yard (where their big
addition is now), climbing their 100+
year-old trees in the back yard, baking
cupcakes in the kitchen, going back and
forth to Brookville swimming pool in
their VW van, playing piano in their
front living room, playing kickball,
“500”, and red light-green light on Lan-
gley Street, or trading books to read
(Nancy Drew was big with the girls).
Some of the older ones, including
Charlie McKeon, my brother Steve, and
Alan and Bill Kennedy, used to play
football and other sports on the church
parking lot behind our house (now the
St. Martin de Porres Center) and also
played chess and cards on our back
porch. Every family had their own bell
or whistle that sounded down the street
for dinner. In the summer when we’d all
go out to play after dinner, the bells and
whistles would go off again at dark. Dr.
McKeon (Charlie Sr.) was a dentist, and
I recall that he was off on Wednesdays.
It seemed like Mae was always doing
laundry, or coming home from the gro-
cery store with gobs of shopping bags.”

— Mia Jones

       People Notes

T.C. Williams High School English
teacher Alexander Duncan III wrote
“Bridging the Gap: The Journey To-
wards Self-Restoration and Inward
Repair.” It is currently for sale. 703-824-
6800.

Maria Christopher Bursenos,
owner of Christopher’s Flowers in Alex-
andria, was chosen as the official florist
of the Martin Luther King, Jr. breakfast
and luncheon at the J.W. Marriot Hotel.



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  February 5-11, 2009  ❖  27www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

People

By Michael K. Bohn

For the Gazette

“

I
t’s not the Grammys,” said Alexandria

songwriter John Langan. “But it’s a great step
up the ladder.” Langan, an Alexandria ac-
counting executive, and his collaborator,

Ashburn resident Chuck Smith, won the grand prize
in the 25th annual Middle Atlantic Song Contest.

More than 900 songwriters submitted original
works for judging in nine categories from Acoustic
& Folk to Vocal Jazz & Blues. The Jammin’ Java mu-
sic club in Vienna hosted the awards ceremony on
Jan. 11. The Songwriters Association of Washington
(SAW) sponsored the competition, one of the long-
est running in the country.

Langan and Davis also won the
top prize in the country music cat-
egory in addition to overall hon-
ors. Their winning song, “A Thing
or Two,” tells how good values are
as important as a fancy education.

And I know something ‘bout
Honor and courage and doing to
others As they would do. Yeah I
may not be as smart as you, But I
know a thing or two.

“I had that phrase — ‘a thing or
two’ — stuck in my head for a
while,” Langan said, “so we
shaped a story around it. It’s about
a college-educated son who real-
izes that his father, a simple farmer, knows “a thing
or two” about life.”

Davis, also an accountant, said they enjoy com-
bining stories and music. “Writing and performing is
great fun, especially when we find a song from the
heart. But we are also glad when we can entertain
others at the same time.”

Langan and Smith were runner-ups in the 2008
Country Music Television song contest, and write a
dozen new songs a year. They enter several contests
annually and view the SAW competition as good
exposure. “Chuck and I are thrilled to have our work
recognized by SAW in such a public and powerful
way,” Langan said after the award ceremony. “These

are people who know great songwriting and their
recognition of our craft motivates us to keep reach-
ing for the ring.”

Listen to Langan and Smith songs at
www.riderpublishing.com. Langan plays in a local
dance band “Who’s Ya Daddie,” (http://
whosyadaddie.com/index.html), and Davis in a coun-
try group (www.brandystills.com).

KATE KLIM, who recently moved to Old Town Al-
exandria from Philadelphia, won third place in the
overall judging, as well as the top prize in the Pop
category. She wowed the audience at Jammin’ Java
with her song “Ripple.”

“I love performing, but singing my own songs is
the best,” she said backstage. Klim, 26, teaches pi-
ano and sings in clubs. (See www.kateklim.com.)

Second place in Pop went to Fairfax resident Sophia
Bass, a freshman at Eckerd College in Florida. She

also won the Young Artist Award,
but could not perform her song,
“Some Little Girl,” because she just
had her tonsils removed. “It’s a
great honor to win the award,” she
said hoarsely the next day. “Be-
sides singing, I want to write mu-
sic for movies and eventually get
into music production.” She re-
cently began working with Boyd
Tinsely, a member of the Dave
Mathews Band, who has taken an
interest in Sophia’s music. (See
www.sophiabass.com.)

“We use national artists as
judges,” contest director Siobhan
Quinn said. “We send them CDs

with all the songs without identifying the songwriter.
Contests help aspiring songwriters get attention and
experience.” Pointing at the overflowing Jammin’
Java crowd, Quinn added, “They also get a chance
to perform.”

Quinn, an Alexandria resident, teaches voice, and
performs, both alone and with husband Michael Bow-
ers. (See http://dreamersloversandoutlaws.com.) For
more information on SAW, visit www.saw.org.

For winning the grand prize, Langan and Smith
split $1,000, won a free video recording session, and
a year’s free membership in Taxi, the music industry’s
biggest independent artist and repertoire (A&R) com-
pany.

Photos by Michael K. Bohn

Mount Vernon resident John Langan, left, and Chuck
Smith of Ashburn won the grand prize in the 2008 Middle
Atlantic Song Contest. Their original song, “A Thing or
Two” also won the country song-writing category.

Kate Klim, who recently
moved to Old Town Alexan-
dria, won the Pop division
in the song-writing contest
sponsored by the
Songwriters Association of
Washington.

Local Songwriters Win Awards
Regional recognition
reinforces their dreams.

“These are people
who know great
songwriting and
their recognition of
our craft motivates
us to keep reaching
for the ring.”

— John Langan
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L
iving Legends of Alexandria is an
ongoing program to identify,
honor and chronicle the people
who are making history in Alex-

andria today. Sponsored by the Rotary Club
of Alexandria and the Alexandria Gazette
Packet, the project was conceived and is
directed by Nina Tisara. Over the last year,
a dozen of the nominees, The Legends of
2008, were selected for feature articles in
the Gazette Packet. They are Engin Artemel,
Donna and Mel Bergheim, Bernard M.
Fagelson, Lillie Finklea and Louise Massoud,
Carlton Funn, Arlene Hewitt, Eula and
Melvin Miller, George Pera, Elbert Ransom,
Jane Ring and Charlene Schiff.

All of the nominees will be honored at a
reception, Sunday, Feb. 8, 3-5 p.m. at the
Carlyle Club, 411 John Carlyle Street. Here
are their biographical sketches:

ENGIN ARTEMEL
Engin Artemel sees

the 1982 Waterfront
Plan as the highlight of
his 10 years as director
of Planning and Commu-
nity Development for the
City of Alexandria. He
has degrees in architec-
ture, urban planning and
civil engineering, and
has used all of them in his long career. While he
worked for the City, he and then-mayor Chuck
Beatley set in motion a plan to improve
Alexandria’s waterfront. To educate leaders, and
through them a wider public, Artemel took a group
to Europe and later to other parts of the United
States to study how other waterfront cities used
these important locations. Under his leadership,
the City began the long and continuing process of
relocating and removing industrial uses from prime
waterfront land, providing open space and in-
creased public access, and planning new and better
uses. Artemel is married to Agnes Artemel, a part-
ner in his international planning and economic
development firm. He has four children.

DONNA and MEL BERGHEIM
Donna and

Mel Bergheim
have been
partners for
50 years,
working to-
gether and
individually
to enrich the
civic and cul-
tural life of
Alexandria. Donna Bergheim served five years on
the Virginia Commission for the Arts and advocated
for arts education in public schools and for festi-
vals such as the Alexandria Arts Safari. She helped
transform an old lumber warehouse in Old Town
North into MetroStage’s 150-seat professional the-
ater, which is named for her. Donna Bergheim was
a Foreign Service Information Officer when she
married Mel Bergheim in Mexico in 1959. They
raised four children in Alexandria. Donna
Bergheim was an active volunteer in civic and
school groups. Professionally, Mel Bergheim was a
Washington Post reporter, an Alexandria Gazette
Packet op-ed columnist and an editor or writer for
several other publications. He also held senior po-
sitions serving federal and local governments. As
a city councilman and vice mayor, Mel Bergheim
led the way in protecting consumers and human
rights, abating air pollution, soil erosion and noise,
acquiring Dora Kelly Nature Park, and providing
primary health care for the poor. He was founding
president of the Alexandria Federation of Civic
Associations, headed citizen efforts to establish an

adolescent health clinic and was influential in re-
quiring Alexandria restaurants to set aside
non-smoking areas.

KATHRYN A. BROWN
Photographer Kathryn A. Brown has long

worked to advance artistic opportunities in Alex-
andria. A former member of the Visual Arts Panel
of the Alexandria Commission for the Arts, Brown
is also a founding member and leader of the Del
Ray Artisans, the Alexandria Arts Forum and the
King Street Gardens Park Foundation. She helped
these organizations achieve financial growth and
stability and remains an active board member. She
regularly exhibits her work at Del Ray Artisans’
shows and other locations, and has participated in
the biannual Art in City Hall exhibits, which she
helped make a reality through her work on the
committee that developed the program. She has
been active in planning and promoting Candidates
Nights for the Arts Forum as a way of focusing
politicians on the importance of art in civic life. She
has run a successful photography business special-
izing in architectural and event photography for
more than 25 years. Brown is an affiliate member
of the Northern Virginia Chapter of the American
Institute of Architects, who presented her with the
Honor Award for Allied Professional. She is a re-
cipient of the Cultural Affairs Award from the
Alexandria Commission for Women.

WILLIAM D. EUILLE
William D. Euille made history in 2003 by be-

coming the first African American to serve as mayor
in Alexandria’s 254 years of history. A City Coun-
cil member from 1994 to 2003, he served as vice
mayor from 1997 to 2000. A former chairman of
the Northern Virginia Urban League, Euille also
served on the Alexandria School Board from 1974
to 1984, and has been a member of the boards of
the YMCA of Alexandria, NAACP, the Alexandria
Boys & Girls Club, League of Women Voters, Alex-
andria Symphony Orchestra, Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority and Northern
Virginia Transportation Commission. Euille was
born and raised in Alexandria and has a degree in
accounting from Quinnipiac College in Connecti-
cut, awarded in 1972. He is the owner of William
D. Euille and Associates, a general contracting firm.
With the goals of prizing diversity and respecting
differences, he has made his vision of “One Alex-
andria,” a working reality in the city.

CHARLIE EURIPIDES
Sometimes a business is so much more. Over the

decades, the Royal Restaurant has been
Alexandria’s prime gathering spot, a place where
families come for Sunday brunch and old friends
meet for lunch, where weddings are planned and
city council campaigns are hashed out. The door is
always open at St. Asaph and Madison. Credit big-
hearted proprietor Charlie Euripides, who has
worked at the Royal since he left Cyprus as a teen-
ager in the 1950s. Eventually, he took over for two
weary uncles when the restaurant was still on
Royal Street. Charlie’s philosophy is simple: work
hard, treat everybody like family, and serve “the
kind of food your mother would put down on the
table for you:” homemade soup, turkey dinners
and, by popular vote over the years, the best break-
fast in town. Euripides and his wife, Barbara, who
died in 2001, helped a half-dozen immigrants settle
in Alexandria, employing them at the restaurant
and coaching them with naturalization studies.
One of them still works in the kitchen. “I love my
work. I love my life. I love Alexandria,” said
Euripides, who at 75 still puts in 12- hours days,
seven days a week. “I wish I could do more.”

BERNARD M. FAGELSON
At 95, Bernard M. Fagelson, a native

Alexandrian, still serves as senior counsel at his
firm, Fagelson, Schonberger, Payne and
Deichmeister, P.C. A land use attorney, Fagelson
has represented builders, developers, investors and
businesses in zoning, land use and development
cases. Fagelson’s colleagues describe him as the
dean of Alexandria’s land use attorneys. The son of

an Alexandria dairy
farmer, Fagelson was
the first member of his
family to achieve
higher education. He is
a depression-era gradu-
ate of the George
Washington University
Law School, where he
was both class presi-
dent and the youngest
member of his class.
After serving as a lieutenant in the Navy during
World War II, he returned to Alexandria to prac-
tice law in 1946, working for Judge Robinson
Moncure during his first year of practice. He is a
former president of the Alexandria Bar Association
and a director emeritus of Burke and Herbert Bank.
He takes pride in having helped Alexandria grow
from a small southern town to a city where growth
and land use are controlled by law. Attorney
Lonnie Rich, who nominated him, said, “Fagelson
is probably most noted for his sustained civility and
graciousness while practicing in an area of law
noted for its contentiousness.”

THOMAS (TJ) FANNON
Native Alexandrian TJ Fannon and his family

have given major support to Inova Alexandria Hos-
pital, the Alexandria Symphony, the foster care
organization Alexandria’s Child, Senior Services of
Alexandria, Bishop Ireton High School, St. Mary’s
Academy, Alexandria youth baseball (continuous
team sponsorship since inception, plus other sup-
port) and the Rotary Club of Alexandria. A private
man, Fannon is reticent about receiving recogni-
tion and engages in many of his philanthropic acts
without great fanfare. The Fannon family business,
which has served Alexandrians for over 120 years,
reflects his principles of honesty and fair dealing.

LILLIE FINKEA and LOUISE MASSOUD
L i l l i e

Finklea and
L o u i s e
Massoud en-
sured that
the Alexan-
d r i a
Freedmen’s
Cemetery, a
b u r i a l
ground for
A f r i c a n
Americans ,
was recognized and restored after generations of
neglect. Established by the U.S. Army in 1864,
during the Civil War, the cemetery was directly
across from St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery, near
where the George Washington Memorial Parkway
(Washington Street) crosses over the Beltway to-
day. More than 1,800 freedmen were buried there
between 1864 and 1868, when the federal govern-
ment abandoned it. Gradually it fell into disrepair
and in time was largely destroyed by new construc-
tion, and then forgotten. In 1997, Finklea and
Massoud read a Washington Post story about this
site. Fearing that what remained of the cemetery
would be destroyed and further desecrated during
construction of the new, wider Woodrow Wilson
Bridge, Finklea and Massoud formed the Friends
of Freedmen’s Cemetery. For the next 10 years the
group advocated for memorializing the sacred
ground. They appealed to City officials, African-
American churches, the NAACP and archaeological
and historical preservation groups, slowly building
support. In 2007, the City purchased the office
building and the gas station, tore them down, and
rededicated the site as a cemetery. Archaeologists
have discovered nearly 500 graves and a memorial
will be built to commemorate the Freedmen’s Cem-
etery for future generations.

CARLTON FUNN
Carlton Funn has devoted much of his life to

promoting and preserving the history of African
Americans and other minorities, particularly in
Alexandria. Funn’s passion is teaching, whether in
the classroom, in museums or other exhibition
spaces, or in daily contacts with others. Born at
1005 Oronoco Street in 1932, Funn attended Lyles

Crouch Elementary
School in the days
when it was a segre-
gated school for black
children. After he
graduated from Storer
College, a historically
black school in
Harper’s Ferry, W.Va.,
Funn became a teacher
himself, specializing in history. He noted right
away that the textbooks he was given had little
accurate history about African Americans, and he
made it his mission to supplement and improve the
information he taught and to advocate for better
textbooks. He also began collecting information on
his own, creating an exhibit promoting African
American heritage and awareness of 28 other cul-
tures. It has been shown more than 500 times,
traveling to school and community groups in 12
states over the past 51 years. He is chairman of the
Alexandria Society for the Preservation of Black
Heritage, and was honored in 2008 by the Alexan-
dria Historical Society for a lifetime of service in
promoting African American heritage through his
cultural exhibits.

ARLENE HEWITT
Arlene Hewitt has de-

voted more than 42 years to
improving health services
in Alexandria, both profes-
sionally and as a volunteer.
The Boston native was
hired as the first social
worker at Alexandria Hos-
pital in 1967. Always
relishing a challenge, she
has initiated or worked on
programs for the well-being
of her fellow citizens ever since. Among her
achievements are Alexandria Hospital’s first patient
discharge plan, counseling patients, a treatment
program for alcoholic patients, a fitness program
for seniors, and a city regulation requiring children
under 14 to wear bicycle helmets (the program
provided an initial supply for police officers to dis-
tribute from squad cars). She wrote brochures to
educate seniors and new mothers and the indigent
on resources available in the City, chaired the task
force resulting in the Flora Krause Casey Clinic and
is still working on the executive committee of the
Mayor’s Task Force, the Alexandria Campaign on
Adolescent Pregnancy. She raised awareness of
stroke symptoms and accident prevention for chil-
dren and succeeded in doubling the number of
infants immunized. Now 78 and retired, Hewitt
continues her volunteer efforts, serving on the Al-
exandria Public Health Advisory Commission, First
Night Alexandria, and as a trustee of the Beth El
Hebrew Congregation Permanent Endowment
Fund.

SUSAN B. KELLOM
Susan B. Kellom gives generously of her time to

organize and involve Alexandrians in politics and
advocacy for youth, women, and families. A retired
U.S. Army Reserve Military Police officer, Susan
Kellom is married to Ben Kellom, also a retired
military officer. A native of Southampton, Pa., and
Dover, Del., Kellom learned her organizing skills
through extracurricular activities in high school
and college and in the U.S. Army. She has been a
member of the Alexandria Commission for Women
since 1997 and served on the Youth Policy Com-
mission from 1997 to 2004. She was a member of
the Alexandria Human Rights Commission from
1985 until 2004, serving two terms as chair. She
has served on the Resource Development Board of
Healthy Families Alexandria for nearly eight years.
She has been chairman of the Alexandria Demo-
cratic Committee since 1999, organizing voter
forums, debates, outreach activities to youth and
other groups, and achieving a long string of elec-
toral victories. If she knows of a member of the
community who is ill, she organizes circles of car-
ing friends to provide meals and transportation, to
shop and run errands, and to stay in touch via
phone, visits, and writing.

Living Legends

They Make a Difference in Alexandria
Living Legends of Alexandria: 2008 nominees.

See Living Legends,  Page 30
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JOHN D. KLING
Dr. John D. Kling grew up in Alexandria, at-

tended George Mason Elementary School and
graduated from St. Stephen’s School. He graduated
from Wake Forest University and in 1984 earned
a dental degree from Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity in Ohio, where he volunteered at a free dental
clinic associated with the Cleveland Clinic. During
a residency in Buffalo, New York, he volunteered
to treat children with special needs and patients at
a Veterans Administration Hospital. His 25-year
private practice in Alexandria emphasizes recon-
structive and cosmetic dentistry, expertise he has
voluntarily provided, through the Give Back A
Smile Program, to women needing reconstructive
dentistry after spousal abuse. Dr. Kling is a past
Chair of the Alexandria Public Health Advisory
Commission. He worked with the Health Depart-
ment to place protective dental sealants on the
teeth of disadvantaged Alexandria youth and has
provided pro bono work for low-income patients in
his office and at the Northern Virginia Dental
Clinic. He has been an annual sponsor of the Alex-
andria Walk to Fight Breast Cancer, a Cub Scout
master, and a coach for Little League Baseball and
CYO basketball. He is a member of the Rotary Club
of Alexandria, the Alexandria Chamber of Com-
merce, and the Alexandria Dental Society, of which
he is a past president.

MARLIN G. LORD
Marlin G. Lord is an architect, artist and civic

activist. A former chairman and 20-year member
of the Alexandria Park and Recreation Commission,
Lord has worked to maximize parkland citywide,
including in Potomac Yard. He created a plan and
led a campaign to replace the Monroe Avenue
Bridge with a new, straightened structure, result-
ing in added contiguous parkland for Simpson
Field and elimination of a traffic hazard. Lord is a
founding member of the Del Ray Artisans, the
Potomac West Business Association (now Del Ray
Business Association), King Street Gardens Park
Foundation and the Northern Virginia Chapter of
the American Institute of Architects. A native of
Minnesota, Lord received a bachelor of arts in ar-
chitecture (1960) and a bachelor of architecture
(1962) from the University of Minnesota. He has
owned his own architectural firm since 1986. He
has been an active, contributing resident of Alex-
andria for 42 years, serving on numerous City
committees and always striving to improve the
quality of life of citizens and benefit the commu-
nity as a whole. As an artist, he has exhibited his
work in juried shows at the Art League, the
Campagna Center, the Alexandria Festival of the
Arts, Art in City Hall and Del Ray Artisans.

EULA MILLER
Eula Miller has been working to improve the

lives of children and fight-
ing for justice and equality
since she was 19 years old.
Born in Maxton, N.C. in
1933, Eula graduated from
Bennett College in Greens-
boro in 1953. She later
earned a master’s degree
in education from the
George Washington Uni-
versity. Moving to
Alexandria in 1958 with her husband, she worked
as a schoolteacher until her children were born.
When she returned to teaching, she became in-
volved in early childhood education, working to
improve daycare centers and the education of
childcare providers. As a liaison between Alexan-
dria City Public Schools and Northern Virginia
Community College (NOVA) she helped put to-
gether a degree program for classroom
instructional aides. She stayed at NOVA and be-
came the head of the Early Childhood Education
Program, a position she still holds. She also created
a program to help teenage mothers continue their
education, become better mothers, and learn to
become childcare providers. She helped
Alexandria’s city-run daycare centers for low-in-
come families achieve national accreditation, and
continues to recruit and train people from disad-
vantaged backgrounds to become better childcare
providers.

A. MELVIN MILLER
A former attorney at the

Federal Housing Administra-
tion, which later became the
Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD),
A. Melvin Miller rose to be-
come director of HUD’s
Metropolitan Washington
Office and became a deputy
undersecretary in 1977. He
was appointed to the Alexan-
dria Redevelopment and Housing Authority in
1970, serving as chair until 1977. He served on the
Alexandria School Board from 1986 to 1993, and
as chair from 1990 to 1992. He was appointed to
ARHA again in 2000, and in 2001 became chair, a
position he still holds. He is recognized for his in-
novative leadership in finding ways to incorporate
replacement public housing in new development
projects that mix market value housing with pub-
lic housing. He was also a leader and spokesman
for the Secret Seven, a group of African American
leaders who advocated for equality for all people
in this community during the period of school in-
tegration and the civil rights movement. He often
provided pro bono behind-the-scenes legal advice
to civil rights activists involved in court cases. He
served on the State Council of Higher Education for
eight years beginning in 1971.

JAMES P. MORAN
U.S. Rep. James P. “Jim” Moran is in his 10th

term as a member of Congress, where he represents
the 8th District of Virginia. He is a member of the
Appropriations Committee, where he serves on the
Defense, Interior, and Labor, Health and Human
Services subcommittees. Moran began his political
career in Alexandria, where he was elected to City
Council in 1979. He served as vice mayor from
1982 to 1984 and was elected mayor in 1986. In
Congress, he has supported regional transportation
solutions, and has led the way on environmental
and women’s issues, technology, fair trade, and
fiscal discipline. He has worked to protect federal
employees and military retirees. He supported au-
thorizing the replacement of the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge, closing Lorton prison and preventing drug
dealers from living in public housing. He has also
been a strong advocate for reducing harmful emis-
sions from the region’s aging coal-fired power
plants, preserving green space and restoring local
streams such as Four Mile Run.

MIKE OLIVER
Mike Oliver thoroughly enjoys living and volun-

teering in Alexandria. He supports T.C. Williams
sports teams, cultural and community events, and
nonprofit organizations such as Friends of the Al-
exandria Mental Health Center, the Alexandria
250th Birthday Celebration, the George Washing-
ton Birthday Celebration Committee and ALIVE!
(ALexandrians InVolved Ecumenically). Oliver is a
past president of ALIVE!, a 40-year-old organiza-
tion of volunteers from religious congregations and
the community. ALIVE! provides a 16-bed shelter,
low-cost early childhood education, financial assis-
tance for rent, utilities, medical care and other
critical needs; emergency food and deliveries of
donated furniture and housewares. Oliver and his
wife, Linda, help make those deliveries, personify-
ing the spirit of all those who make ALIVE! such a
critical part of Alexandria’s safety net for the needy.
Between Thanksgiving and Christmas morning,
Oliver enjoys performing as Santa throughout Al-
exandria. He accepts no fees for this, but steers
those who wish to make a donation to the ALIVE!
Child Development Center. Mike and Linda Oliver
graduated from West Virginia University in 1961.
They have two daughters who attended Alexandria
public schools, during which time Oliver presided
over PTAs and, from 1984 to 1987, the PTA Coun-
cil. He retired in 2000 from the U.S. Department
of Education, where he was a student financial aid
specialist.

REDELLA S. “DEL” PEPPER
Redella S. “Del” Pepper has served on City Coun-

cil since 1985. She is the longest-serving council
member in the City’s history. Pepper has served as
vice mayor from 1996 to 1997, 2003 to 2006, and
2007 to the present. Pepper has always devoted

herself full-time to council service, attending as
many community events as possible and taking a
first-hand look at issues of interest to her constitu-
ents. As a council member, she serves as co-chair
of the Mirant Community Monitoring Group and
the Norfolk Southern Community Monitoring
Group and chair of the Facility Naming Committee.
She is the mayor’s alternate on the Metropolitan
Washington Council of Governments (COG). The
immediate past president of COG, she serves on the
COG Climate Change Steering Committee and is a
board member of the Metropolitan Washington Air
Quality Committee. She represents City Council on
the Alexandria Commission on Aging, the Commis-
sion on Information Technology, the Alexandria
Environmental Action Plan Steering Committee,
the Woodrow Wilson Bridge Coordinating Commit-
tee, the Mayor’s BRAC Committee, Alexandria
Works! Coalition, the Walk to Fight Breast Cancer
Committee, and the Historic Alexandria Resource
Commission Facilities Committee. She is treasurer
and Operations Committee chair of the Northern
Virginia Regional Committee. Former City Man-
ager Vola Lawson, who nominated her, credits
Pepper with leading the way in the City’s adoption
of information technology advances. Pepper also
serves on many nonprofit community boards and
is affiliated with service and environmental orga-
nizations. A graduate of Grinnell College, she and
her husband, Dr. F.J. Pepper, live in the West End.

GEORGE PERA
George Pera came to Al-

exandria to serve as pastor
of Westminster Presbyterian
Church in 1980 and quickly
became involved in the com-
munity, following his belief
in service to others. “You
can’t just point to what
needs doing,” he believes.
“You lead by doing.”
Twenty-five years ago, Pera
created a staff position at his
church to advocate for and assist senior adults, a
fairly novel idea then. As the population has aged,
this idea has spread, and in his retirement, Pera,
still serving as pastor emeritus of Westminster Pres-
byterian, has remained active in working with
seniors. He is a past president of Senior Services of
Alexandria, an organization that promotes inde-
pendence and self-sufficiency through providing
accessible, comprehensive and affordable services
that permit people to age with dignity while re-
maining in their community. He was also a
co-founder of Agenda Alexandria, an organization
that presents public forums on issues of import to
citizens. He is a trustee of the Inova Alexandria
Hospital Foundation, has served as president of the
board of Elder Crafters, and chairs the Inova Alex-
andria Hospital Pastoral Care Fund. Pera and his
wife, Nancy, have two grown children. They have
been married 48 years.

ALICE QUINT
A native of Philadelphia, Alice Quint first came

to Northern Virginia as an Army wife in 1944, liv-
ing in Arlington with her new husband. In the next
20 years, she moved 26 times, finally coming to
roost in Alexandria in 1959 after a military tour in
Korea. The couple has two sons and five grandchil-
dren. Now 87, Quint has been an active volunteer
for most of her adult life. She was a Pink Lady the
first year Alexandria Hospital opened in its new
home on Seminary Road. She volunteered at
Whitman Walker Clinic in Washington, working as
their food purchaser for three years, good experi-
ence for her work with ALIVE! (ALexandrians
Involved Ecumenically) in the 1980s and ’90s. She
was the food purchaser for ALIVE! for 18 years, and
also organized, collected and delivered food and
other necessities from local individuals, businesses
and food banks to the City’s neediest. Active in her
place of worship, Agudas Achim Congregation, she
has served as president of the temple sisterhood.
She knit scarves and hats for Carpenter’s Shelter
clients, and now knits warm hats for premature
babies. A painter since she was a young girl, Quint
took up sculpture on her 72nd birthday.

ELBERT RANSOM, JR.
The Rev. Elbert Ransom Jr. has spent a lifetime

working for civil rights and equal access, beginning

with his student days in
Alabama, where he stud-
ied for two years at the
Alabama State College for
Negroes. He earned a
bachelor’s degree from
Xavier University in New
Orleans in 1959. He came
to Washington and
worked for the National
Urban Coalition from
1967 to 1970 and for the
District of Columbia gov-
ernment on urban renewal and housing issues from
1970 to 1991. In time he went back to school, earn-
ing a master’s degree in divinity from Howard
University in 1989 and a doctor of divinity from
Wesley Theological Seminary in 1995. He served
as associate pastor of the Alfred Street Baptist
Church from 1984 to 1997. He worked in various
positions in Alexandria city government from 1997
to 2002, including serving as special assistant to the
City Manager. His biggest challenge was coordinat-
ing the Call to Community initiative, a forum for
racial and cultural dialogue to encourage cohesion
in this diverse community. He also ran a mentoring
support program for prison inmates at the Alexan-
dria Adult and Juvenile Detention Centers. He is
the author of “I Shall Not Pass This Way Again,” a
book about his life, and is working on another
book. He and his wife Louise have been married for
40 years and have three children.

JANE RING
Jane Ring doesn’t just join

organizations. She works
hard for them. As a lover of
music, she joined the Sym-
phony Orchestra League of
Alexandria more than 20
years ago. One of its major
fundraisers over the years,
she has chaired SOLA’s sym-
phony ball auction, served
as co-president, maintained
the SOLA database, run
their peanut sale fundraiser,
and helped run the
organization’s scholarship competition. SOLA
named her their Volunteer of the Year in 1997. At
her church, Westminster Presbyterian, Ring sang in
the choir, plays piano and organ duets with the
music director, and has been a member of the En-
glish handbell choir since ‘70. She has served three
terms as an elder, been co-superintendent of the
church, president of the women’s group, and pro-
vided services to members through the Compassion
Guild. She was the church’s business administra-
tor for eight years, helps provide food each month
for Carpenter’s Shelter, and has chaired countless
committees. In the community, she is active in
politics and has provided music activities at day
care centers, schools and other groups. With her
husband, Connie, she is a member of the Inova
Alexandria Hospital Foundation, and she has been
a member of the hospital’s auxiliary, the TWIG,
since 1968. She and Connie have four grown chil-
dren.

CHARLOTTE ROSS
For more than 44 years, Charlotte Ross has

helped protect Alexandria school children through
her work as a school crossing guard for the Alex-
andria Police Department. She began her work in
1964 at MacArthur Elementary School but
switched to Polk School, at the corner of Polk and
Pegram streets, in 1965, when the new school
opened, and has been there ever since. She not only
makes sure that children, parents and grandparents
cross safely to school, she is a role model for do-
ing one’s best at whatever job one assumes in life.
Now 82, Ross has seldom taken sick days, though
she had to take three months off in 2005 when she
suffered a hand amputation as the result of a car
accident. Assaulted and knocked down the stairs by
a thief on her own doorstep while returning from
church in 2007, Ross got stitched up in the emer-
gency room and went right back to work within a
week. Ross is a deacon at Fairlington Presbyterian
Church, has been a block captain in her Brookville-

Those Who Are Committed to Alexandria
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Honoring Dedicated Citizens
Seminary Valley Civic Association, worked on

their Mile-Long Yard Sale, and participated in the
Neighborhood Watch Program. She is an example
of the many Alexandrians whose steadfast contri-
butions make the city a good place to live.

CHARLENE SCHIFF
Since 1988, when, with

Mayor Jim Moran’s en-
couragement, Alexandria
organized its first Days of
Remembrance ceremony,
Charlene Schiff has
worked with the commit-
tee, Chairman Allan
Labowitz and City staff on
the annual commemora-
tion. She has always
found the keynote speak-
ers. “I have a mandate, a
duty, to honor the memory of the 11 million people
lost in the Holocaust — 6 million Jews and 5 mil-
lion others,” she said. Schiff was born in Poland in
1929, the daughter of a professor. After the Ger-
man invasion of Poland in 1941, she became an
orphan; her father was arrested and killed in 1941,
her mother and sister in 1942. She barely survived,
hiding in the forests. When World War II ended,
she spent three years in displaced person camps
before being sent to Ohio to live with an aunt. She
attended Ohio State University, where she met her
future husband when he visited his cousins. He
served 29 years as an Army officer. They had a son,
Stephen, who became a physician. They lived in
Europe and Asia as well as across the United States,
and were often separated by hardship tours, includ-
ing Vietnam. In 1979, Ed Schiff retired and they
settled in Alexandria. In 1985, Charlene Schiff be-
gan telling her Holocaust memories — first to
groups at the Children’s Museum in Washington,
then to confirmation classes at Agudas Achim Con-
gregation and elsewhere. The couple became
actively involved with the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum when it opened in 1993, and
she continues to travel for its Speakers Bureau.
Until his death in 2008, she and her husband regu-
larly visited wounded soldiers from the Iraq and
Afghanistan conflicts at Walter Reed Army Hospi-
tal. She has two grandsons.

PAM ST. CLAIR
Pam St. Clair was a guiding force in the creation

of the King Street Gardens Park. The award-win-
ning park provides a restful, history-filled gateway
to the oldest section of the city. It offers places to
sit and a space to hold a farmer’s market and other
outdoor events that enliven upper King Street’s
urban landscape. The first chair of the King Street
Gardens Park Foundation, St. Clair helped set the
course, always keeping the focus on the artists’
design. St. Clair also worked with Barbara Joseph
and others to organize Christmas in April in Alex-
andria (now Rebuilding Together). This
organization repairs housing for low-income and
elderly homeowners, sustaining neighborhoods
and enabling people to stay in their homes. She
represented the Alexandria League of Women Vot-
ers on the City’s affordable housing task force and
served as the first chair of the Affordable Housing
Trust Fund. She received awards from the Alexan-
dria Chamber of Commerce and the Alexandria
Commission for Women for her work on affordable
housing. She has been president of the Rosemont
Citizens Association and the Alexandria League of
Women Voters and chair of the Vocational Educa-
tion Advisory Committee at T.C. Williams High
School. She and Kerry, her husband of nearly 40
years, are the proud parents of Colin and Kathryn.

THE STEUERLE FAMILY
The Steuerle family lost their wife and mother,

Norma Lang Steuerle, aboard American Flight 77,
the plane that crashed into the Pentagon on Sept.
11, 2001. Norma Lang Steuerle was a clinical psy-
chologist practicing in the city of Alexandria. She
met Eugene Steuerle at the University of Dayton
before transferring to Carnegie Mellon University,
where she was class valedictorian. She earned a
master’s degree from Temple University and a doc-
torate from the University of Wisconsin. She
married Eugene Steuerle after his service in Viet-

nam, and the couple had two daughters. He be-
came a budget, tax and economic policy expert
who served as a senior fellow at the Urban Insti-
tute from 1989 to 2008 and is now vice-president
of the Peter G. Peterson Foundation. Eugene
Steuerle has written 15 books and over a thousand
briefs and articles. Daughter Lynne Steuerle
Schofield recently completed her Ph.D. in statistics
and policy at Carnegie Mellon University. Daugh-
ter Kristin Steuerle Swanson was a Navy doctor
until recently joining Kaiser Permanente as a pe-
diatrician. The Living Legends project is
recognizing them for turning their family tragedy
into a way to give to others. They donated all their
proceeds from the 9/11 Victims Compensation
Fund to charity, with a majority as seed money to
help establish the Alexandria Community Trust
(ACT), where Eugene Steuerle has served on the
board. ACT helps foster a variety of charitable and
volunteer efforts within Alexandria. Among the
many successes in which it has played a vital role
has been the establishment of the Center for Alex-
andria Children, a facility that works with SCAN,
a child abuse prevention organization in the City.

THE SWANSON FAMILY
The Swanson family of Rosemont was nomi-

nated for making a real difference in the lives of
their neighbors. Margaret “Mimi” Swanson and
Sanden “Sandy” Swanson had five children:
Lindsey, Ryan, Andrew and twins Katey and Kelley.
After the untimely death of their daughter Kelley
in June of 2005, the family began the Kelley Cares
Foundation, an organization supporting the City of
Alexandria’s Therapeutic Recreation Program. Fol-
lowing the Foundation’s first annual 5K race, the
family, with help from their friends, volunteers,
and sponsors, was able to build a multi-sensory
room at the Lee Center for Alexandria citizens with
special needs. The Foundation continues to raise
money and awareness for special needs issues to-
day. In recognition of their contributions to the
City, as well as to Alexandria Youth soccer over the
years, the City of Alexandria named the soccer field
behind the George Washington Middle School in
their honor. Mimi and Sandy Swanson still live in
Rosemont and both work for the Navy. Lindsey,
now married and living in Del Ray, attended the
University of Arizona and is a marketing special-
ist. Ryan attended James Madison University and
works in the information technology field. Andrew
attended Christopher Newport College and is now
an apprentice on the path to becoming a master
electrician. Katey currently attends Virginia Tech
and plans to go to graduate school in the fall.

PAT TROY
Pat Troy is recognized for starting the tradition

of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Alexandria 28
years ago and keeping it going ever since. He
formed an organization called the Ballyshaners
(Gaelic for Old Towners — a name offered by
Judge O’Flaherty), which co-sponsors the event
with the City. Troy spends many hours each year
selling ads for the program and generating the
enthusiasm that helps pay for and support the pa-
rade, which attracts thousands of participants from
the Washington Metropolitan area and even farther
afield to celebrate Irish-American Heritage Month.
The parade, which includes a dog show and an-
tique car show, encompasses the whole of
downtown Alexandria, not just east of Washington
Street. Troy is proud that the parade brings busi-
ness to the city’s merchants. A politically active
resident, he speaks out on city issues and has run
for office. He believes he’s made his points even
when he didn’t win. He also leads the group that
helps the City organize the Irish Festival held each
August in Waterfront Park to support Irish heritage
in Alexandria The owner of Pat Troy’s Ireland’s
Own on Pitt Street, he and his wife Bernadette have
been married 44 years. They have two children,
Patrick and Kathleen. Kathleen is married to Alan
Molloy, and they have provided Pat with a grand-
daughter, Mairead.

Note
For more information or to nominate a

Legend for next year’s program, visit
www.tisaraphoto.com/legends.
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People

A
lthough she has always
been partial to learning
from books, local
school library media

specialist, Elizabeth Lockwood,
recently traveled to the Galapagos
Islands and discovered a new
world of education.  Selected as
one of 30 teachers from across the
United States by the Toyota Inter-
national Teacher Program,
Lockwood traveled to the islands
for two weeks over the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday

Lockwood, librarian at Alexan-
dria Country Day School for the
past six years, and her fellow trav-
elers came from 25 states — in-
cluding the Aleutian Islands off the
coast of Alaska and Maui. Dr.
Arturo Keller, professor at the Bren
School of Environmental Science
at the University of California at
Santa Barbara accompanied the
group.  “The opportunity to learn
from the other participants was a
huge bonus,” Lockwood said.

The theme of the trip was envi-
ronmental sustainability. Keller
defined sustainability as “forms of progress that meet
the needs of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their needs.”
The group began consideration of this issue with a
visit to Everglades National Park in Florida.  The park
rangers enhanced the teachers’ appreciation for the
unusual ecosystem by leading them on a “slough
slog.”  Waist-deep in swamp water and armed with
large sticks to assure they didn’t step on alligators,
the teachers hiked to a Cyprus dome for a view few
park visitors see.

THE FIRST STOP in the Galapagos was San
Cristobal, one of the four inhabited islands in the
archipelago.  The teachers hiked to El Junco, a vol-
canic crater and the only source of fresh water in
the Galapagos, and attended lectures about marine
resources at the Galapagos Academic Institute for
Arts and Sciences.  Each teacher also visited a school
on the island, and many taught a class and met with
the school administration.  “We began to understand
the complexity of balancing the needs of people with
the needs of the environment,” Lockwood said.

Traveling by boat, the teachers visited three addi-
tional islands.  They found the number, proximity
and fearlessness of the wildlife on the islands awe-
inspiring.  Sea lions were everywhere — in and out
of the water.  Marine iguanas, lava lizards and sally
lightfoot crabs frequently shared the same rock. The
birds, including blue and red footed boobies, flight-
less cormorants, frigate birds, Galapagos hawks, pen-
guins, flamingos, and albatrosses, perched unafraid
of the visitors.  The tortoises were massive and looked
prehistoric.

The final island of the trip, Santa Cruz, was the
most populous and brought several sustainability is-
sues into focus. Here, the teachers visited the Charles
Darwin Research Station and learned about efforts
to conserve the tortoise population after several spe-
cies were nearly eliminated by 19th century sailors
and pirates looking for food.

All of the teachers made plans to bring the
Galapagos and the lessons of sustainability back to
their classrooms. At Alexandria Country Day School,
Lockwood oversees a year-long, school-wide program

called the Festival of Learning that focuses on a single
topic. Each year, the week before spring break all of
the students collaborate on projects, attend work-
shops and assemblies, go on field trips and eat a com-
munity meal relating to the theme.  This year, ACDS
will be learning not only about Lockwood’s adven-
tures in the Galapagos, but about all of the compli-
cated issues involved in preserving ecosystems.

During the teachers’ tour of the
Galapagos Islands, the birds, including
blue and red footed boobies, flightless
cormorants, frigate birds, Galapagos
hawks, penguins, flamingos, and alba-
trosses, perched unafraid of the visitors.
Through lectures and ranger-led hikes,
the teachers learned about the many
species that are found only on the
Galapagos Islands and about the many
invasive species that threaten them.

Elizabeth Lockwood, school library media specialist at
Alexandria Country Day School, was one of 30 teachers
selected nationwide to participate in the Toyota Interna-
tional Teacher Program. As part of the program, she
traveled to San Cristobal , one of the four inhabited
islands in the archipelago.

Librarian Trades Books for Travel
In the Galapagos Islands
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Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

A
ida Fekir was born in Tunisia and
it was her dream as a teenager
to pursue a career as an
esthetician. She moved to Paris

and received her graduate certification from
the internationally renowned School of la
Maison de Beaute, Carita Paris, France in
1983. Her certification includes specialties
in facial-body treatments and makeup.

Aida feels that her temperament and cre-
ativity are well suited for her profession. It
is her art, an extension of herself. She draws
on her world travels and Mediterranean
upbringing when she approaches each
client’s individual needs. Aida has an ex-
tensive knowledge of how herbs and oils
enhance daily lives and aromatherapy is a
part of her daily living.

Why did you choose to work for
yourself rather than as an em-
ployee for someone else?

Aida enjoyed her work in an Old Town
spa for the past 10 years. With the encour-
agement of her family, she decided to pur-
sue her own philosophy of quality and per-
sonalized treatments in a relaxing and pri-
vate atmosphere. Her husband of 25 years
built her space and her son set up the of-
fice. Her daughter occasionally helps in the
spa during school vacations.

It was a difficult decision to leave the spa
and start her own business. She truly en-

joyed her clients and was concerned about
losing touch with them. Much to her de-
light they are finding out about her new
business and it is a joy for her to see them
again and enjoy their support of her new
endeavor.

“I live here in Alexandria and I love work-
ing in my city. It is wonderful to be here
and feel like everybody knows me. I have
worked hard to build my reputation and I
am happy to be a part of life in Old Town.
Every day reinforces that fact that I have
chosen the right path. I truly enjoy what I
do,” she said.

Services
Aida provides advanced technology in

microdermabrasion using crystals and or-
ganic grains.

She uses her own recipe for waxing, an
organic sugar paste, which has been used
in the Mediterranean for hundreds of years.
Combined with her unique technique, it is
perfect for sensitive skin causing minimal
discomfort with no irritation. Aida also in-
cludes massage, manicures and pedicures,
lash and brow tinting, and ear candling
among her treatments.

She has chosen to use Southy’s-Paris prod-
ucts in her spa — a French line that she
believes, after years of experience, is the
best.

Aida has been chosen Allure Magazine’s
Top Rated Waxer in Virginia for 2006, 2007,
and 2008, a distinction that has brought her
many loyal clients. She is also a member of
the Alexandria City Chamber of Commerce.

The Art of Being an Esthetician
Keeping Shop

For Aida Fekir, “Every day reinforces that fact that I have chosen the
right path.”

Photo by Nina Tisara

Keeping Shop is a regular feature of the Gazette Packet. To qualify, retail
shops should be locally owned or operated; new, expanding, celebrating a
significant anniversary or doing something otherwise newsworthy. To
nominate a business, contact Nina Tisara, ninat@tisaraphoto.com

Note

Aida Spa
Address: 311 North Washington Street,

Alexandria, VA 22314. Between Queen
and Princess Streets.

Years at this Address: Almost one year.
Years in business: Aida completed her

training in 1983 and has been working in
Old Town for 10 years.

Telephone: 703-535-7875
E-mail address:

aidaspaoldtown@gmail.com
Web site: aidaspaoldtown.com
Owner: Aida Fekir
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Sports

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette Packet

L
iving about 8,000 miles away from
home, it’s hard to believe
Episcopal’s Given Kalipinde and
Yao Sithole say they don’t miss

home all that much.
Then again, watching them comfortably

answer a reporter’s questions over the din
of teammates teasing them about the game
that just ended, girlfriends, weird looking
clothes, and whatever else teenagers think
is worthy of postgame fodder — all while
the senior duo suppresses their own laugh-
ter — could be enough proof for their claim.

“The team doesn’t look at us as outsid-
ers, they just look at us as one of the guys,”
said Sithole, a 6-foot-5 forward from South
Africa. “They joke around a lot, but they’re
great guys.”

Kalipinde and Sithole aren’t the average
transfer students that attend the Alexandria
boarding school. Each came to Episcopal
before their junior year from the Durban
Boy’s School in South Africa and have trans-
formed the athletics scene on campus.

They were the two leading scorers on last

year’s basketball team that fin-
ished with a 16-8 record, its
best finish since a string of
state titles in the late 1990s.
The duo followed that up this
fall as key members of the
Episcopal soccer team that
went undefeated and won the
Virginia Independent School
League state title. Kalipinde
was even named All-Met
Player of the Year as a result.

Heading into a Friday night
showdown against IAC-lead-
ing Georgetown Prep,
Kalipinde (23 points per
game) and Sithole (12 ppg)
are poised to propel themselves onto the
basketball map — not that they haven’t
been globetrotting for quite some time.

“We’ve been together for awhile now, and
we just kind of see ourselves as brothers,”
said the 6-foot-3 Kalipinde, whose Episco-
pal team vaulted itself into the IAC title con-
versation with a 77-65 upset of second-place
Landon Tuesday night.

AS SITHOLE TELLS it, he and Kalipinde

hit it off right away when they were back
in South Africa. Sithole had already been
attending Durban Boy’s School for a few
years when Kalipinde arrived from his
hometown of Lusaka, Zambia — that
country’s capital. Sithole is originally from
a rural area of South Africa, but as a child
moved to Pietermaritzburg, South Africa —
best known for an 1893 incident when Ma-
hatma Gandhi was kicked off a first-class
train car for being Indian, prompting him
to fight racial discrimination there.

Both Kalipinde and Sithole were stars for
the Durban basketball team early on, which
led a coach to suggest they attend an NBA-
sponsored program called Basketball With-
out Borders in the summer of 2007.

There, they were surrounded by some of
the best high school basketball players from
Africa as well as NBA coaches and players
like the Lakers’ Luke Walton and the Spurs’
Bruce Bowen.

“From then on playing in Africa, there
wasn’t that much competition because a lot
of people play soccer and those camps chal-
lenged us,” said Sithole. “Basically we
started working harder because we knew
there are a lot of people out there that could
play basketball.”

Also at the camp was Jeffrey Goodell, the
director of counseling at Episcopal. He
thought Kalipinde and Sithole were perfect
for a school like Episcopal that features stu-
dents from 17 different countries.

Both qualified academically and once the
duo’s coach in South Africa got in contact
with Episcopal coach Jim Fitzpatrick, the
rest was just a matter of getting to America.

“We looked at the school and said, ‘Hey
that looks like a good opportunity for us to
not only better ourselves as basketball play-
ers, but also better ourselves academically,’”
said Kalipinde.

THE CULTURE SHOCK of going from
Africa to a buzzing suburb of the capital of
the free world would be daunting for any-
one. For Kalipinde and Sithole, used to “lots

of black people” and tradi-
tional South African foods like
goat, the transition was made
easier as roommates.

“It kind of just became easy
going through everything to-
gether,” said Kalipinde of how
he coped with all the changes
in his life.

“I think school was hard at
the beginning because it was
a different schooling system
than what they were used to
over there,” said Fitzpatrick.
“But immediately from the day
they stepped on campus,
they’re nice, humble people
and everybody loved having
them there. Basketball and
soccer have just been a plus.”

The duo’s soccer coach at
Episcopal, Rick Wilcox, said
the connection between the

two was apparent from the get go. In the
beginning of the 2007-08 school year when
both were scheduled to arrive, Kalipinde got
held up in South Africa with visa issues. So
Sithole came to Virginia several days ahead
of him and began practicing with the Ma-
roon soccer team.

Wilcox said he could tell Sithole was not
at ease and very introverted those first few
practices. But when Kalipinde finally arrived
several days later, Sithole “instantly became
more comfortable,” according to the coach.
“Now, students just gravitate to them be-
cause they’ve got these really warm, nice
personalities.”

ON THE COURT, the love is mutual.
Kalipinde and Sithole may be the catalysts,
but they are by no means swaggering su-
perstars that seem to highlight the AAU
scene around here. Sithole says sometimes
the two “just make eye contact” on the floor
and know exactly what the other wants to
do having built such a connection over the
years.

But next season that will change. Sithole
is undecided on where or if he’ll play bas-
ketball at an American college, but
Kalipinde’s journey will continue on to Los
Angeles where he will play in the backcourt
for Division-I Loyola-Marymount. He could
have played major-conference Division I
soccer as well, but full scholarships are rare
in that sport.

Ask him what he’ll miss most about his
two years in Alexandria and Kalipinde
thinks back to the first time it snowed. Sur-
prising for someone whose hometown has
an average yearly temperature of 78 de-
grees Fahrenheit. Then again, he never re-
ally missed home in the first place.

“When I was back [in Zambia], I was kind
of dreaming about all this,” said Kalipinde.
“The last time I realized it, I was like, ‘Hey,
we’re in the U.S. and we actually had this
dream of coming here and trying to make
this opportunity work.’ And it’s a great feel-
ing right now.”

The stars of Episcopal boy’s
basketball team have been
on a remarkable journey together.

From Africa to Alexandria

“Students just gravitate to them,” said Episcopal soccer
coach Rick Wilcox of seniors Yao Sithole (left) and Given
Kalipinde (right). The duo has starred on both the soc-
cer field and basketball court after transferring to the
Alexandria private school from South Africa last year.
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“We just kind of see
ourselves as brothers.”

 — Given Kalipinde

The Potomac River may be partially frozen over these days, but that
didn’t stop more than 1,000 local rowers of all ages from participat-
ing in an indoor version of their favorite outdoor activity. The 2009
Mid Atlantic Erg Sprints were held this past Saturday at T.C. Williams
High School in Alexandria with high school, collegiate, and adult
rowers from all over the Washington, D.C. area trying to make it to
the National Erg Sprint Championships. The T.C. Williams gym was
outfitted with more than 60 Concept2 Indoor Rowers as competitors
rowed the equivalent of 2,000 meters (or about 1.25 miles) on the
machines. Members of both the T.C. Williams crew team and the
Bishop Ireton crew team competed in the event. The Titans begin
their spring rowing season on March 28, while the Cardinals take to
the water starting March 31 with the Cherry Blossom Regatta.
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Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or  mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com
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TRUSTEE'S SALE

OF VALUABLE

IMPROVED REAL ESTATE

Improved by the premises known as

7607 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria, Virginia

In execution of a Deed of Trust from Betty Gray-Vagt and Kevin Vagt, dated March 3, 2006, 
and recorded March 14, 2006, in Deed Book 18286 at page 436 among the Land Records of Fair-
fax County, Virginia, the undersigned substitute trustee will offer for sale at public auction at the 
front entrance of the Judicial Center for Fairfax County, at 4110 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax, Virgin-
ia, on

Tuesday, February 17, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. 

the following property being the property contained in said Deed of Trust, described as follows:

Lot 4, Block 1, Wellington Heights, as the same appears duly dedicated, platted and recorded in 
Deed Book 701 at page 288, among the Land Records of Fairfax County, Virginia.

Commonly known as 7607 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria, Virginia 22308.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $60,000.00 or ten percent (10%) of the sale price, whichev-
er amount is less, in the form of cash or its equivalent will be required of the purchaser at the time 
and place of sale; the balance of the purchase money being due and payable within fifteen (15) 
days after sale, time expressly being of the essence, with interest at the rate of 3.75 percent per 
annum from date of sale to date of settlement. Provided, however, that if the holder of the secured 
promissory note is the successful bidder at the sale, no cash deposit shall be required, and part of 
or the entire indebtedness, including interest and costs, secured by the Deed of Trust, may be set 
off against the purchase price. 

Any defaulting purchaser shall forfeit the deposit and stand the risk and cost of resale.

Sale shall be made subject to all existing easements and restrictive covenants as the same 
may lawfully affect the real estate. Sale is further subject to mechanic's and/or materialman's liens 
of record and not of record. The property will be sold subject to all conditions, covenants, restric-
tions, rights of redemption of federal lienholders or encumbrances, and agreements of record af-
fecting the same, if any.

In the event the undersigned trustee is unable to convey to the purchaser good title, then 
purchaser's sole and exclusive remedy shall be in the refund of the deposit paid at the time of sale.

The subject property and all improvements thereon will be sold in "as is" condition without 
warranty of any kind. Purchaser shall be responsible for any and all building and/or zoning code vi-
olations whether of record or not of record, as well as for all unpaid and enforceable homeowners' 
or condominium owners' association dues and assessments, if any. Purchaser also shall be re-
sponsible for obtaining possession of the property at his/her expense. Purchaser shall assume the 
risk of loss and shall be responsible for any damage, vandalism, theft, destruction, or the like, of or 
to the property occurring after the time of sale. Conveyance will be by special warranty deed. Con-
veyancing, recording, transfer taxes, notary fees, examination of title, state stamps, and all other 
costs of conveyance are to be at the expense of purchaser. State and local taxes, public charges, 
and special or regular assessments, if any, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and thereafter shall 
be assumed by the purchaser.

The undersigned trustee unconditionally reserves the right: (i) to waive the deposit require-
ment; (ii) to approve or disapprove the creditworthiness of any bidder and/or purchaser; (iii) to with-
draw the property from sale at any time prior to termination of the bidding; (iv) to extend the time for 
bidding; (v) to reject any or all bids; (vi) to postpone or set over the date or time of sale; and (vii) to 
extend the period of time for settlement hereunder.

Additional terms and conditions of sale may be announced at the time of sale.
DAVID N. PRENSKY

Substitute Trustee

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
David N. Prensky
Chasen & Chasen
5225 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. #500
Washington, D.C. 20015
(202) 244-4000

Legal Notices Legal Notices

Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Candy & Wilfrid Briffa trading as Grounded 

Coffee Shop LLC, 6919 Telegraph Rd, 
Alexandria, VA 22310-3320. The above 

establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a wine and beer on premises 

license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Candy Briffa/owner

ABC LICENSE
Ginger and Spice Inc. trading as Ginger and 
Spice Market, 6548 A Little River Turnpike, 
Suite 124, Alexandria, VA 22312. The above es-
tablishment  is applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Wine and Beer off Premises li-
cense to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverag-
es. Shashi Handa, President

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court Department

WORCESTER, Division  

Docket No 09D0101DV1

Divorce/Separate Support Summons 
By Publication

Marc E. Wiles, Plaintiff
v

Elizabeth A. Skokowski, Defendant
To the above named Defendant:

A Complaint has been presented to this Court 
by the Plaintiff, Marc E. Wiles, seeking a di-
vorce.
An automatic Restraining Order has been en-
tered in this matter preventing you from taking 
any action which would negatively impact the 
current financial status of either party.
Please refer to the Supplemental Probate Court 
Rule 411 for more information. 
You are required to serve upon the attorney for 
plaintiff, Jeffrey A. Cozzolino, who address is 51 
Union Street, Suite G10, Worcester, Massachu-
setts 01608 your answer on or before May 5, 

2009. If you fail to do so, the court will proceed 
to the hearing and adjudication of this action. 
You are also required to file a copy of your an-
swer in the office of the Register of this Court at 
WORCESTER. 
Witness, Denise Meagher, Esquire, First Justice 
of said Court at Worcester, this 30th day of 
January, 2009. 

Register of Probate Court

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T Corporation intends to file an application 
to construct a cellular telecommunications tower 
at 8717 Fort Hunt Road in Alexandria, Fairfax 
County, Virginia 22308. AT&T is publishing this 
notice in accordance with Federal regulation 
37CFR1.1301 et seq, the National Environmen-
tal Policy Act and the Advisory Council on His-
toric Preservation 36 CFR 800. The project ref-
erenced as Fort Hunt will consist of the con-
struction of a 105-foot tall flagpole enclosed 
within a 35-foot by 50-foot wooden fence. All 
proposed and future antennas will be enclosed 
within the flagpole. The compound will also ex-
tend north (northwestern corner) beyond the 35-
foot width compound to enclose the flagpole. 
Equipment cabinets (two initial and two growth) 
and associated equipment will be installed on a 
11-foot by 11-foot concrete slab. An ice bridge 
will extend from the equipment to the flagpole. A 
CSC cabinet will be installed in the southwest-
ern corner of the compound; and a utility frame 
will be installed adjacent to and outside of the 
southwestern corner of the compound. Power 
and telco underground trenching will extend 
from the equipment to the CSC and utility frame. 
From there approximately 30 feet of under-
ground trenching activities will extend west from 
the CSC and utility frame to a utility pole that is 
proposed to be replaced. Parties interested in 
submitting comments or questions regarding 
any potential effects of the proposed facility on 
Historic Properties may do so in writing by con-
tacting Carolyn Mitchell, AT&T, at 7150 Stand-
ard Drive, Hanover, Maryland 21076 or c/o 
markos9@atcassociates.com

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING DEPARTMENT

REQUEST FOR CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP 
AND/OR MINOR AMENDMENT

The applicants listed below have requested a 
special use permit for a change of ownership.
The Director of Planning and Zoning may ap-
prove the permits unless a request that the ap-
plication be forwarded to City Council is re-
ceived by February 26, 2009.

For information about this application, call 703-
838-4666 or write to the Alexandria Department 
of Planning and Zoning, Room 2100, City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

SPECIAL USE PERMIT # 2009-0006
ADDRESS: 1470 B North Beauregard St

Request for change ownership of a restaurant

Applicant: Baharuzzaman Syed

OBITUARY

Meta Barbara Brady (Age 85)

Of Alexandria passed on January 27, 2009. 
She was preceded in death by her loving 
husband of 39 years, Jack Brady. She is sur-
vived by her daughters Barbara Anne Gott-
shalk (Matt) of Alexandria and Jacqueline 
Brady of Tarrytown, New York and sister 
Friedel Mueller of Amberg Germany. She 
was the caring grandmother of Ruby Kezur. 
She was a long time resident of the Fort Ells-
worth Community of Alexandria Virginia. 
Services will be held at Old Post Chapel, 
Fort Myer on Friday, April 24, 2009 at 9:00 
AM with internment following at Arlington 
National Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in Barbara's memory to 
The American Lung Association, 61 Broad-
way, New York, NY 10006.
www.everlyfuneralhomes.com

OBITUARY
Gladys Argatha Smith Burcham went to 
be with the Lord on January 30, 2009. Gladys 
Smith was born in Richmond, Virginia on March 
3rd, 1919. She graduated from Highland 
Springs High School and attended business 
school there. She married Preston L. Burcham 
on April 22, 1942. They moved to Alexandria, 
Virginia where she lived the remainder of her 
life, being active in her church and community. 
She received a commendation for her volunteer 
work in the community. Gladys Burcham was a 
member of the Jessica Callahan Chapter of the 
Order of Eastern Star and had received her 50 
year membership pin from the organization. She 
was preceded in death by her husband of 56 
years, Preston Burcham: sisters, Edith N. Martin 
and Dorothy Smith; and brothers, Russell, 
Claude and James Smith. She is survived by 
three daughters, Joyce Burcham of New York, 
NY, Jacqueline Burcham Stewart of Richmond, 
VA, and her husband, Richard, Jeanne Bur-
cham of Kensington, MD; and three grandchil-
dren, Jennifer, Alex and Tyler Stewart, all of 
Richmond, VA. The family will receive visitors at 
the Everly Wheatley Funeral Home, 1500 W. 
Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302 on 
Thursday, February 5th, 2009 from 3:00 - 7:00 
PM with an Eastern Star Ceremony. A funeral 
service will be held at Grace Episcopal Church, 
3601 Russell Road, Alexandria, VA 22305 on 
Friday, February 6th, 2009 at 11:00 AM with a 
reception following. Interment will take place on 
Saturday, February 7th, 2009 at Oakwood Cem-
etery, Richmond, VA at 11:00 AM

Legal NoticesLegal Notices

From Page 14

Letters

See Letters,  Page 36

crossing guards, and school secre-
taries are constants. Contracting
out services not only eliminates
the livelihood and benefits of hard
workers but also removes them
from daily interaction with stu-
dents, teachers, and families. It
disrupts community in more ways
than one.

In a southern elementary school
where custodial duties are con-
tracted out, I recently encountered
cleaners who worked in teams at
night under the sharp eye of a
tough supervisor. They are fearful
of losing their jobs and have no
benefits. In most other schools, I
see staff who know students by
name and interact warmly with
them throughout the school and
throughout the day. The workers
reflect the community and are
more likely to come from students’
neighborhoods than are faculty.

Honoring staff and their contri-
butions to the school community
and paying them a living wage are
good models for how students
should treat people. Dignity and
wisdom are not limited to the col-
lege-educated. As with Wall Street,
examining pay at the top makes
as much sense as questioning the
worth and devaluing the work of
the lowest paid.

Paddy Bowman

Why IB at
Elementaries?
To the Editor:

Personally I am concerned about
the School Board’s proposal to
begin the International
Bacclaureate’s Primary Years Pro-
gram (PYP) at one or two Alexan-
dria elementary schools next year.
This would add a foreign language
teacher, while simultaneously re-
ducing language classes at middle
schools. Also the IB program has
significant and expensive training
requirements and ongoing fees
during a time of reduced budgets.

This is clearly not a viable long-
term plan. What happens when IB
students arrive at middle school?
They not only will need more ad-
vanced language classes, but ad-
ditional specially suited IB classes
in other subjects. Only a small
number of students will have had
the IB prerequisites. Will IB stu-
dents get put into standard
classes? Will students who haven’t
done IB in elementary school join
up to the IB program in the
middle? Or will two simultaneous
tracks have to be maintained? If
we are not to do this in an ineffi-
cient and half-baked way, it should
be undertaken in a time of stable
funding.

I understand the desire of the
board to make elementary schools

stronger and I support it. However,
all but one of the under-enrolled
Alexandria elementary schools are
those which already have tried
magnet programs (Cora Kelly,
Jefferson Houston, Mount Vernon
and John Adams). Those which
have shown increases in both en-
rollment and scores are those with
solid basic education programs.
For example, Lyles Crouch, Maury
and George Mason. Let’s not just
switch magnet themes around,
let’s build on what parents seem
to want.

I have not been able to find evi-
dence of the success of IB at the
elementary school level. It seems
that upper grades are the most
suitable place to try this, budget
permitting. Also all students will
have equal access at high school
level.

 Pamela Smith

Motorcoach
Management
To the Editor:

As a member of the Motorcoach
Task Force representing historic
preservation, I would like to com-
ment upon the work of the task
force to date.

The task force began meeting in
May 2008, devoting the first meet-
ings to determining a mission
statement that was agreed upon
unanimously. This statement ac-
knowledges need to develop a pro-
active approach to motorcoach
management, noting the economic
benefit of the industry while voic-
ing concern about the intrusive
effects of motorcoaches upon on
our city.

Each city is, of course, unique,
and while studying motorcoach
management in other historic cit-
ies, such as Charleston, S.C., is
very helpful, Alexandria must de-
cide upon a system of manage-
ment that meets our particular
needs. Our neighborhoods are
mixed use (residential and com-
mercial) and Alexandria is a dense
urban environment with limited
space for parking and for maneu-
vering large coaches, particularly
in the Old and Historic District,
and without a convenient perim-
eter road.

Over the year the task force has
focused on short-term recommen-
dations that will be presented to
City Council on Feb. 24. This
month we will complete our rec-
ommendations for long-term is-
sues that will be addressed by a
proposed on-going motorcoach
task force. The members of the
task force developed the list of
concerns that evolved into short
and long-term recommendations.

Some recommendations can be
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EmploymentEmployment

Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads is a premier
CCRC located in Falls Church, VA.  We cur-

rently have the following CNA openings:

Certified Nursing Assistant
Full Time 7-3 and 3-11 shifts
Full Time Split Shift 7-3/3-11

Requirements:
VA CNA license

1 year skilled care experience

We offer generous FT benefits including tuition
assistance, PTO, 401(k), and more.

Apply online at
www.goodwinhouse.org         EOE

F/T ADMIN ASSIST
Experience w/Microsoft Word, Outlook 
& Databasing.  Fax resume and salary 

requirements: 703-360-5439 or email: 

info@ploutispainting.com

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

LEAD TEACHERS
Now recruiting Lead Teachers for Sept. 2009.  
Seeking degreed individuals with an AA or BS 
& early childhood education exp. for our 
NAEYC accredited early education center.  F/T 
position with competitive salaries & benefits. 
Contact  director   @  703-836-9123  or    email 
resume    stanthonysdayschool@gmail.com or 
fax 703-836-1426

MARKETING REPS
FT/PT needed ASAP.  Great pay,

flexible hours, email resume to 
homefixcorporation@gmail.com

or call 703-383-0400
to schedule an interview.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS
Earn up to $150/day.  Undercover shoppers 
needed to judge retail and dining establish-
ments.  Exp. not req’d.   Call: 877-737-7506 

Fee with credit card required. 

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

���� NOW HIRING ����

Pool Cleaners

Supervisors
Construction Helpers
Call: 703-321-7040

www.continentalpools.com

OFFICE MANAGER
Supervise and deliver administrative 
services for a small office located in 
Alexandria, of a large non-profit human 
services agency.  Excellent organization-
al, leadership and computer skills, as 
well as undergraduate degree preferred.  
Competitive salary and excellent bene-
fits.  Apply online: www.umfs.org EOE

Immediate Openings. Ideal for
students/others. Customer

Sales/Svc. Flex Schedules.  All
ages 18+. Conditions apply.

Call 703-359-7600

2009 EXPANSION
$17.00 Base-Appt.

SENIOR EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

Fast growing international group is 
seeking an individual to provide execu-
tive, administrative and communications 
support to Senior Officers in its Alexan-
dria office.  The applicant should have a 
degree in business or 3 – 5 years of ad-
ministrative experience supporting Ex-
ecutive Management. The applicant 
should be highly numerate and IT liter-
ate.  They should have excellent inter-
personal and communications skills, 
both verbal and written. This position will 
offer a highly competitive compensation 
package, depending on experience.  We 
offer excellent benefits including health 
and dental insurance, 11 paid holidays, 
and a Simple IRA plan.  Please email 
your resume with salary history and re-
quirements to czimmer@shipequip.com

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Keedo Children’s Boutique in 

Alexandria for sale.  
Interested individuals please 

call:  703-768-9100

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspaper
business. Internships available
in reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid. Call
John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or
email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

I'am a 
slow walker, 
but I never 
walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln

CARRER TRAINING          CARRER TRAINING
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implemented immediately such as aggres-
sive enforcement of the current regulations
(parking, drop-off and pick-up, idling) by
the police force and educating the
motorcoach operators and citizens by im-
proving maps, signage, Web sites and dis-
persing the information through
motorcoach and tourism publications. In
addition, we have recommended additional
short-term parking during peak tourist visi-
tation.

In 2009 the City will begin counting the
number and routes of motorcoaches in the
city, both those driving through and those
actually stopping east of Washington Street,
to provide us with accurate data upon which
thoughtful decisions can be made. The lack
of empirical rather than anecdotal data has
been a significant concern to the members
of the task force. During this period, we will
attempt voluntary registration of
motorcoaches with the goal of implement-
ing mandatory registration of motorcoaches
by 2010. Mandatory registration offers the
city the possibility of limiting the number
and routes of the coaches and dispersing
them to appropriate parking. However, city
funds will be required to develop this Web
capability.

The City Attorney has been asked to de-
termine whether this approach will require
legislative action due to the fact that Vir-
ginia follows the “Dillon Rule” (all powers
not explicitly given to the localities fall to
the Commonwealth) or whether the city can
legally enact regulatory changes specific to
motorcoaches.

There are no “easy” solutions; several
points of view and possible consequences
must be taken into consideration for every
recommendation.

I believe that the task force of 15 mem-
bers representing diverse constituencies has
been productive in addressing the issues,
acting in a thoughtful and balanced man-
ner, and offering recommendations to the
City Council. Citizen input is encouraged
at the meetings and access to agendas and
to minutes of the meetings is available
through the Web site alexandriava.gov/
motorcoach. The collective effort will lead
to specific changes that represent a proac-
tive approach to motorcoach management
in the city.

Ellen Stanton
Task Force Member

Representing Historic Preservation

A Toast
To 225 Years

To the Editor:
Congratulations are certainly due the Al-

exandria Gazette Packet, inasmuch as
Thursday, Feb. 5, 2009, marks the 225th
Anniversary of the Alexandria Gazette
newspaper, now a weekly, under local own-
ership and produced and published as the
Alexandria Gazette Packet.

This special occasion affords an excellent
opportunity to recognize the newspaper’s
history over its last two and a quarter cen-
turies of its existence, since Feb. 5, 1784,
when its humble beginning evolved. This

See Letters,  Page 38
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HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Writers Instructional Workshops
Old Town AlexandrIa, February 2 - March 1

Herndon, February 12-16 (Presidents Day Weekend) 
Leesburg, February 19-22

Instructional-motivational sessions, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Receive 
personalized writing directives and publishing help from pro-
fessionals in a positive, supportive, small-group setting.

Leesburg, March 5-8 (Christian Writers Workshop)
For information: www.itsyourlifebethere.com Or call:

(540) 454-4495 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 3 RE for Rent

1 BR  w/Bath 
Prof N/S, 

access to kitchen, 
laundry room, house. 
New house, Internet 
access, Manchester 

Estates, 7 minutes from 
Old Town. $800/mo  + 

$500 deposit. Refs. req. 
301-899-7066

4 RE for Sale

INVESTOR SPECIAL!
Thosands below market value 

703-439-7144

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

29 Misc. for Sale

Antique Mahogany Buffet 
completely refinished, perfect 
condition $600, Antique Wal-
nut Ladies Rocker with inlay 
detail and cane seat & back 
completely refinished $125, 
Antique Wicker Baby Buggy 
late 1800's perfect condition, 
completely refinished, has new 
lining excellent shape $250, 
Antique Maple Child's Bed 
English late 1800's, all legs 
and guard rails are turned, 
very unique piece, completely 
refinished and perfect condi-
tion $1500. Please call or 
email me for photos & info 
703-868-1461 or 
tamralea@gmail.com

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

bob@rstarcomputerman.com
703-535-3254
ComputerMan

for Individuals &
Small Businesses

PERSONAL
COMPUTER
SERVICES

✓ Advice on Equipment
✓ Set Up and Configuration
✓ Installation
✓ Troubleshooting
✓ Tutorials and Instruction
✓ General Help

116 Childcare Avail.

Judy’s 
Family Childcare

Childcare with price rate 
fixed. Special needs 
welcome 30 yrs exp. 

State lic. 16 yrs. 
Curriculum based, 

Low turnover/low ratio 
2 teachers w/degrees

Age appr activties
ages 1-4

703-802-1632

101 Computers

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18

Connection Newspapers are now

available on our Web Site in PDF format,

page by page, identical to our weekly

newsprint editions, including print

advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Andy’s Drywall Service
Homes, Additions, Painting

Carpentry, Plastering
Commercial Work

703-534-5505/703-862-7640

DRYWALL DRYWALL

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

ROGER ROOTER
PLUMBING

MENTION THIS AD FOR 20% OFF

No Job too Small
Senior & Govt. Discounts
Visa, MC Accepted
703-299-4999

PLUMBING PLUMBING

LANDSCAPING

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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achievement in itself reflects evidence of
the durability of the newspaper, especially
during these troubled times, to survive and
preserve its historical name and record.

A great deal of credit is certainly due to
the current owners, employees, and their
astute news staff personnel past and
present. I offer a toast to the Alexandria
Gazette Packet and may it continue to al-
ways uphold the highest tradition of your
profession in the spirit of Alexandria’s im-
mortals, George Washington, George Ma-
son, and Robert E. Lee.

Glancing backward over these past 225
years of the newspaper’s existence, one can,
indeed, be proud of the part you have
played in recording and preserving this his-
tory. May the newspaper and its officials
remain totally committed to the unceasing
fight for freedom of the press and the
public’s right to know; to be the faithful
reporter of the daily events of our beloved
City of Alexandria and Fairfax County; to
build up its readership and advertising rev-
enues; to be so strong that nothing can de-
ter its ability to be fair, totally independent,
and successful as it continues to enter its
third century.

 Lewis A. Stearman
Alexandria

Protect Magnet
School from Cuts
To the Editor:

PTA members and parents of a 2nd grade
student and two former students at Cora
Kelly School for Math, Science & Technol-
ogy, we are very concerned about ACPS’s
Superintendent Sherman’s proposed bud-
get cuts and hope that the School Board will
retain full funding of Cora Kelly’s math, sci-
ence and computer labs that are fundamen-
tal to its magnet or focus school curricula.

We understand that recently proposed
changes by the superintendent include
eliminating 2.0 FTE magnet program para-
professionals. We believe the reasoning be-
hind this proposal is faulty because it fails
to take into consideration the actual duties

of Cora Kelly’s math, science and computer
professionals and their relationship to Cora
Kelly’s magnet school curricula.

Our understanding is that the basic re-
quirement of a magnet program is that it
provides a minimum of one hour per week
of direct instruction to students in the spe-
cialty areas (i.e., math, science and com-
puters). The proposed budget implies that
such instruction could still be accomplished
with a reduction in staff. This may be true,
but we look at this as a bare minimum that
a magnet program must offer its students
in the ACPS system. However, that mini-
mum requirement has been exceeded at
Cora Kelly by its lab staff for many years.
What is not immediately obvious is all of
the additional activities performed by the
Cora Kelly lab staff. In addition to the daily
labs, Cora Kelly lab staff spends time with
classroom teachers helping them with their
lessons, as well as assisting students in their
classrooms with enrichment and tutorial
activities. The Math Lab teacher devises cre-
ative lab programs that include creating
math games and experiments. The Primary
Science Lab teacher, Anne Richardson, has
helped to create and continues to maintain
Cora Kelly’s Habitat Garden, which has been
nationally recognized as a Wildlife Habitat
by the National Wildlife Federation. Further,
the Intermediate Science Lab teacher, Mark
Walker, offers an additional hour of talented
and gifted (TAG) science lab each week for
all 5th grade students in the math TAG pro-
gram. The Computer Lab teacher helps to
instill computer literacy at an early age and
often works with students in the computer
lab and in the classroom outside of their
normal lab times.

None of these teachers would be able to
provide all these additional activities and
support without the support of their para-
professionals.

As concerned parents, we beseech both
the Alexandria School Board and Superin-
tendent Sherman to do away with the pro-
posed cuts and, thus, to reconsider at a
higher level what the expectations of a
magnet program should be.

Laura McWade Páez
Alan G. Páez

Ticer Reports from Richmond
of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and

Substance Abuse Services to the Depart-
ment, Board, Inspector General and Com-
missioner of Behavioral Health and Devel-
opmental Services. The bill also makes tech-
nical amendments. It is the first step in a
long journey to eliminate stigma from the
actual name mental retardation. This is the
second year that Del. Chuck Caputo and I
have carried legislation to address the de-
meaning nature of the name mentally re-
tarded. Last year we attempted to change
it to intellectual disability, but when more
research was done over the summer the
whole issue became complicated by federal
definitions and other issues. Hopefully this
will not be our last attempt to solve the
problem.

It was wonderful to have the issue of Del.

From Page 8 Charniele Herring’s election cleared up last
week and to learn that she had been re-cer-
tified to take her place in the House of Del-
egates. After she was officially sworn in, she
was seated and began voting on all the
matters she should have been voting on for
more than a week. She received her com-
mittee assignments and as a member of
Courts of Justice, her meetings will be long
and frequent. She is well qualified to make
valuable contributions to that committee
and the Militia and Police Committee to
which she was also appointed. In the last
analysis, she was warmly received by the
body.

I will discuss the progress on anti-smok-
ing and cigarette tax increase issues next
week. I hope you will contact me if you have
input on legislation and by all means come
by to see me if you are in Richmond.

See full text of letters to the Alexandria Gazette
Packet at www.connectionnewspapers.com
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