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Mason and Clark Bavin join Elizabeth and Page Moon and Andrew
Palmieri at the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce’s 2009 Chairman’s
gala. Clark Bavin of Video Solutions was honored by outgoing Cham-
ber Chairman Elizabeth Moon for outstanding service to the Cham-
ber in 2008.  Andrew Palmeiri of Vorys Legal Counsel was also hon-
ored for outstanding service to the Chamber in 2008.

The evening’s Master of Ceremonies Huey
Battle of Washington Gas and his wife Cheryl.

The Chairman’s
award for Member
of the Year award
for outstanding
service went to
Donald Simpson Jr.
with Simpson Devel-
opment Corp. Inc.
Brison Rohrbach of
Simpson Properties
Inc. was also
awarded Member of
the Year for out-
standing service to
the Chamber in
2008.  Rohrbach
was not able to
attend the event.

Incoming chairman Cathy Puskar greets
friends in the ballroom.

Chamber Celebrates with Gala
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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

W
ith rising enrollment and dwin-
dling revenues, the Alexandria
public school system was forced

to make some difficult budget decisions over
the last month. Yet Superintendent Morton
Sherman and School Board members ex-
pressed confidence that the budget adopted
last week accomplished the seemingly dis-
parate goals of fiscal conservatism and edu-
cational progressivism. Although the City
Council asked the school system to cut its
city-funded appropriation by 2 percent, the
School Board unanimously adopted a
$196.8-million budget that cuts the appro

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

T
he era of big government at City
Hall is over, ushered to a close
by the global financial crisis and
a weakened Alexandria real-es-

tate market. As City Manager Jim Hartmann
presented his proposed $524.3-million bud-
get for fiscal year 2010, a somber tone fell
over the City Council chamber as the elected
leaders considered the potential conse-
quences of reducing city services and elimi-
nating 121 positions. Although the vast
majority of eliminated jobs are vacant, 30
current city employees will be laid off un-
less Hartmann can find other positions they
are qualified for that remained fully funded.

“We will try to match those 30 people to
positions that have not been eliminated,”
said Hartmann, adding this budget is the

Constricting
And Expanding
School Board cuts,
adds to some areas.

Hartmann proposes
reducing services and
size of government.

Cut 121
City Jobs?

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

I
t’s been nine years since Republicans
have fielded a successful candidate for
City Council, with Democrats sweep-

ing two successive city elections. But G.O.P.
voters are hoping this year could be differ-
ent, with two candidates approved by party
canvass voters this weekend. Republicans

are ready to challenge
Democrats on fiscal dis-
cipline and controver-
sial decisions such as ex-
tending the hours of
operation at a West End
asphalt plant.

According to party
chairman Chris
Marston, the Alexandria
City Republican Com-
mittee could still add
four more candidates
for a full six-member
slate before the March
3 filing deadline.

“I would prefer to see
a full slate of six candi-
dates,” said Marston
Saturday afternoon
shortly before the polls
closed. “When base vot-
ers go into the polls and
there’s only two Repub-
lican candidates on the

ballot, there’s a chance those voters might
crossover and vote for Democrats. So the
math works better if we have six candi-
dates.”

Even if Marston is unable to recruit more
candidates, he said Republicans are excited
about the two candidates that have already
won a spot on the May ballot. Mortgage
banker Frank Fannon is a fifth-generation
Alexandrian, bearing a well-known name
and a deep reservoir of long-term relation-
ships in the city. And Weichert real-estate
agent Phil Cefaratti ran an unsuccessful
campaign for the Republican nomination in
the special election for the 46th District of

Two emerge to take
on Democratic slate
of council candidates.

Republicans
Back Fannon
And Cefaratti

Phil Cefaratti

Frank Fannon
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News
Council Notebook

Backhoe Ready
As the largest federal spending legislation in American history

makes its way through Congress this week, city officials are fight-
ing for their share of the largess. Last week, city officials com-
piled a list of $600 million “shovel ready” projects that qualify
under the federal guidelines for the initiative known in Wash-
ington as the American Recovery and Reinvestment Bill of 2009.
The list includes $31 million for fire-fighting equipment, $28.3
million for school infrastructure projects, $19 million for a new
police facility, $3.4 million for new sidewalks and $2.4 million “I
was looking in the budget for the line item for shovels,” joked
Councilman Justin Wilson, referring to the federal require-
ment that projects must be fully planned before they can be
funded.

“The only time we ever really use shovels is a ribbon cutting,”
responded U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8), who appeared before
council members Tuesday night to talk about the federal stimu-
lus plan. “Nobody uses a shovel. You use a backhoe.”

However the projects are constructed, Moran said he expects
the federal government to allocate about $5.5 billion to Virginia.
As the House and Senate hammer down the final details of how
the stimulus plan will work, the city is aggressively lobbying to
fund its $600 million wish list. Moran said he expects the city to
secure funding for a “disproportionate amount” of the money,
although he acknowledged a disagreement with the chairman of
the House Appropriations Committee about whether or not the
stimulus package would fund ongoing projects or only new
projects.

“For whatever it’s worth, we got into a bit of a shouting match,”
said Moran, whose amendment for the plan to fund ongoing
projects was defeated. “He’s the chairman — I’m not, so I lost.”

Nonprofit Creativity
In these troubled economic times, nonprofit organizations are

finding increasingly creative ways to get through the downturn.
Take the Alexandria Boys and Girls Club. The organization, which
is in the midst of updating its 1936 building in the Parker Gray
neighborhood, requested that city officials waive $20,000 worth
of construction and inspection-related fees. City manager Jim
Hartmann recommended against waiving the fees, expressing
a concern that other nonprofit organizations would follow suit.
But council members overruled him on a five-to-two vote, waiv-
ing $5,000 worth of city fees for the nonprofit.

“We just laid off 30 people earlier tonight,” said Councilman
Rob Krupicka, who voted against the motion waiving $5,000
for the Boys and Girls Club. “I think giving money to a nonprofit
on the same night as we lay off 30 people is inappropriate.”

Reconstituting Reconstitution
After last week’s showdown between Councilman Ludwig

Gaines and Councilman Tim Lovain about the future of the
Alexandria Redevelopment and Housing Authority, a sense of
civility returned to City Hall this week — at least in public. Yet
the plan still has to get through a March 14 public hearing, which
could resurrect many of the arguments about the authority’s per-
formance.

Although several council members expressed a desire last week
to fire all of the existing board members and open the process
up to new applicants, City Attorney Chris Sperra issued an
opinion rejecting that idea. In a memorandum to council mem-
bers last week, the city attorney explained that council members
would be able to reduce the number of housing authority board
members from nine to seven by one of two ways: The City Coun-
cil could either reduce the board members by attrition or by con-
ducting a ballot for seven positions among the nine current mem-
bers. Council members scheduled a Feb. 24 meeting with hous-
ing authority commissioners to clear the air.

“I think a work session could prove to be very valuable for all
of us,” said Gaines.

— Michael Lee Pope

Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven M. Mauren

703-917-6431 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Anthony
Sliwak, a
waiter at the
Evening Star
Cafe in Del
Ray, said that
he knows he
needs insur-
ance, but is
unable to
afford it.
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Living Without Coverage
An often overlooked group, Northern Virginia
20-somethings struggle to get health insurance.

See Struggle To Get Insurance,  Page 7

“I haven’t
looked into it,

but I’m just
assuming it’s
gonna be too
expensive. I

can barely
pay rent.”

— Anthony Sliwak,
waiter

By Rob Wile

The Gazette Packet

F
or most healthy 20-somethings like Alex-
andria resident Anthony Sliwak, the pros-
pect of facing a serious medical emergency
might seem remote. For the past four

months, Sliwak has been waiting tables at the
Evening Star Cafe in Delray. Short of burning him-
self while helping prepare the rosemary-braised lamb
shank, working as a waiter poses little danger to his
short-term health.

It may not seem too surprising, then, that Sliwak
does not have health insurance. “I’m just assuming
[it’s too expensive],” he said. “There’s been no real
reason for me to go to the hospital, but I know that
sooner or later, it’s only a matter of time before I break
my leg — it’s probably gonna happen tomorrow.”

Sliwak is far from alone amongst individuals in
their early 20’s lacking health insurance. According
to the Employee Benefit Research Institute (EBRI),
35 percent of men and 28.8 percent of women aged
21-24 do not have health insurance — the greatest
percentage for any age group in the country. The
national average is about 15 percent.

While President Obama has made expanding
health insurance coverage one of the cornerstones
of his administration, he is likely to focus on the
growing ranks of individuals who’ve temporarily lost

health coverage as a result of losing their jobs.
In the pending economic stimulus bill, $87 bil-
lion have been allocated to extend Medicaid
benefits to those who have
become unemployed invol-
untarily.

The number of individu-
als in their early 20s with-
out health insurance, how-
ever, has always been pro-
portionally much higher,
according to Paul Fronstin,
senior research associate at
the EBRI.

There are obvious rea-
sons for this, he said.

“For them it’s a rational
decision — that [if] they’re
not sick, why get the insur-
ance?” he said. “If you
think about their priorities
— you just got a job, a new
apartment, you have to pay for a car, student
loans — all of a sudden you’re in the real world,
and health insurance not high priority, which
isn’t necessarily irrational, but there are po-
tential consequences.”

Del Ray Institution on the Move

“Eight Hands Round” offers an array of
antique and new items.

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

O
ne of Del Ray’s most eclectic shops will
close at its present location on Feb. 28. But,
it is not fading into history.

Eight Hands Round, which has occupied the cor-
ner of 2301 Mount Vernon Avenue for the past three
years, will be moving to a smaller space in Potomac
West at Monroe and Mount Vernon avenues, owner
Cynthia Gumpert recently announced.

“After being in business since 1990, I decided that
I wanted to have my weekends off. I have had only
one weekend a month to myself for years. This is a
lot of work and I decided I needed more free time,”

See Eight Hands,  Page 7
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See School,  Page 26

priation by 1.5 percent — about $1 million
more than guidance set by council mem-
bers. The budget now heads to City Hall,
where council members will have the final
say in how much money city taxpayers will
appropriate to the school division.

“Many of us remember our first experi-
ence with this,” said Arthur Peabody, refer-
ring to a controversial five-to-four budget
vote in 2007 when he was chairman. “This
was a decidedly different process.”

Although Sherman’s original proposal
included a plan to outsource the division’s
custodial employees, that plan met with re-
sistance and was substantially altered. Dur-
ing budget negotiations an amended plan
emerged that would allow all current cus-
todial employees to keep their jobs with the
school system, essentially outsourcing all
future available positions by attrition. Al-
though the original plan saved about
$500,000, the revised plan has projected
savings of $300,000.

“That was a watershed moment for us,”
said Sherman after the unanimous vote last
week. “We did not want to be iconoclastic
or stubborn about the proposed budget.”

OTHER PARTS of the superintendent’s
proposal were also changed. For example,
when parents at Cora Kelly School for Math,
Science and Technology were concerned
that the magnet program was being diluted
by Sherman’s proposal, School Board mem-
bers added a new math teacher. And when

School Board member Charles Wilson ex-
pressed concern over staffing levels of the
“intersession” coordination for year-round
schools, board members restored the posi-

tion by cutting back in other areas. But the
final compromise was not pleasing to ev-
eryone. “This budget does not address the
achievement gap in Alexandria, which all
these School Board members have given lip
service to closing,” said Bill Campbell, a par-
ent of two children at Jefferson-Houston
Elementary School. “In my opinion, it’s a
mistake to hold class size sacred because
that hamstrings you from a budget perspec-
tive.” According to a recent report from the
Washington Area Boards of Education, Al

School Board Adopts $196.8 Million Budget
Additions
❖ $1.4 million for 19 new elementary teachers to

meet the demands of a 7-percent enrollment
increase this year

❖ $844,778 for new middle school teachers to
reduce the class size for language arts at George
Washington Middle School and Hammond
Middle School

❖ $649,504 for specialized teachers to meet the
needs of a rising number of new students who
speak English as a second language

❖ $115,606 for additional substitute days to allow
for more teacher planning and collaboration at
elementary schools

❖ $107,852 to establish an International
Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme at two
elementary schools, which are yet to be
determined by School Board members

❖ $72,440 for an additional Chinese teacher

Cuts
❖ $1.2 million in savings from eliminating six

positions in instructional technology support
services

❖ $161,487 in savings from eliminating two office
positions overseeing special-education programs
for the Student Services Department

❖ $300,000 in savings from outsourcing future
custodial positions

❖ $200,000 in savings from offering certain
special-education services in Alexandria rather
than sending the students to Fairfax County

❖ $80,000 in savings from eliminating a
coordinator position from the Office of
Information and Outreach

❖ $38,344 in savings from eliminating a support
specialists position from the Department of
Human Resources

Future custodial services will be
outsourced as part of a plan to
save money for the school system.

most difficult of his ca-
reer. “The fortunate thing
is that we instituted a soft
hiring freeze earlier in
the year.”

Services familiar to city
taxpayers will be reduced
or eliminated altogether.
Lee and Colasanto pools
will not open in fiscal
year 2010, saving about
$43,000. Security guards
at libraries will be elimi-
nated, saving about
$100,000. The rush-hour
police presence at seven
key intersections will be
abolished, saving
$100,000. The city’s “FYI
Alexandria” will not be
mailed to every home in
the city, cutting about $46,000 from the
bottom line.
“No one can see the light at the end of the
tunnel,” said Mayor Bill Euille after
Hartmann concluded his presentation to
City Council members Tuesday night.
“We’ve never really been in this position
before, but we’re going to get through this
together.”

MANY OF THE CITY’S services will be cut

back as city employees
take on larger job de-
scriptions, creating
slower response times in
many areas of the gov-
ernment. Several thera-
pist positions will be
eliminated, leading to in-
creased caseloads and
longer waiting times.
Emergency day care for
parents of children who
live in shelters will be
will be scaled back about
$85,000, which could
lead to longer shelter
stays as a result of re-
duced job searching time
for parents. About
$79,000 will be removed
from the city’s “emer-
gency shelter fund,”
which provides crisis as-

sistance for rent, utility payments, transpor-
tation, medical needs and burial services for
low-income households.

“Every cut has a face, and every reduc-
tion in services will have consequences,”
said Councilman Justin Wilson. “And it’s not
just the city employees. It’s their spouses,
their families and their communities.”

Custodial service will be cut by $50,000,
leading to a decline in the overall cleanli-
ness at City Hall and the courthouse. The

city’s security program for information tech-
nology will be reduced by $10,000, creat-
ing an increased risk that the city’s security
posture could be compromised. Lawns will
be mowed less frequently to save $151,000,
and the budget for flowers will be cut
$200,000.

“What we have is a budget that spreads
the pain,” said Councilman Ludwig Gaines.
“But it also looks out for the poor and those
who need help the most.”

FOR THE FIRST time since 1994, the city’s
tax base will decline in 2009. City officials
estimate that the tax base will decline 2
percent in 2009 and 5 percent in 2010. The
overall assessed value of real property in
Alexandria decreased by about $724 mil-
lion this year, with the average assessed
value for residential properties decreasing
from $500,234 in 2008 to $476,490 in
2009. Hartmann’s proposal would maintain
the status quo for the average residential
tax bill, which is $4,226.

“I would expect to see some kind of sta-
bilization by 2011,” said Cynthia A. Smith-
Page, director of the Department of Real
Estate Assessments. “We think the residen-
tial market will recover by then.”

Over the next few months, City Council
members will engage in a series of work-
sessions and public hearings on the bud-
get, culminating in a final adoption date of
April 27.

Hartmann Proposes Reducing Services

Jim Hartmann, City Man-
ager of the City of Alexan-
dria
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the House of Delegates, but he is
now ready to take on the Democratic
slate for City Council. Marston said
that Fannon and Cefaratti will repre-
sent a new face for the Republican
party and a serious challenge to
Democrats in the May 5 election.

“For the past several years, there’s
been too much of a willingness by
Democratic members of the City
Council to grow to quickly,” said
Marston, outlining the Republican ar-
gument for the upcoming election
cycle. “The all-Democratic City Coun-
cil created a bunch of new services,
and now they’re stuck because the
revenue situation has changed.”

FANNON IS a fifth-generation native
of Alexandria who graduated from
West Potomac High School in 1987
before studying corporate communi-
cations at Elon College in North Caro-
lina. After graduating, he returned to
Alexandria, where he became a mort-
gage banker with SunTrust. Since
2004, he has managed the branch at
the corner of Duke and Henry streets.
Fannon is planning a campaign that
will highlight his business background
by advocating for fiscal responsibility.

“I think there’s a lot of needless
regulation in this city,” said Fannon
during the weekend canvass. “And the
city government is overstaffed.”

Fannon said he would like to see a
reduction in the number of employ-
ees in the Department of Parks and
Recreation, the Code Enforcement
Bureau and the Department of Plan-
ning and Zoning. He said the city’s
budget has increased too rapidly over
the last few years, with the all-Demo-
cratic City Council members expand-
ing the size of government at a rate
that was not sustainable. Fannon said
that he would have voted against last
year’s budget if he had been a mem-
ber of City Council when it came to a
vote.

“We can’t keep spending money we
don’t have,” said Fannon.

CEFARATTI IS a native of the Dis-
trict of Columbia who graduated from
Saint Anselm’s Abbey School in 1982
before studying English at Catholic
University. After graduating from col-
lege, Cefaratti joined the Navy and
became a lieutenant commander. He
left the Navy in 1994 and held sev-
eral jobs in the corporate world be-
fore moving to Alexandria in 2005. In
2007, he became a real-estate agent
with Weichert. Talking to voters dur-
ing Saturday’s canvass, Cefaratti was
critical of the council’s recent agree-
ment with the Mirant coal-fired power
plant.

“I wouldn’t have supported that
agreement,” said Cefaratti. “There’s
nothing in the agreement that holds
Mirant responsible if they fail to hold
up their end of the agreement.”

Republicans

See Candidates,  Page 26
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Dulles
23430 Rock Haven Way #130

703-661-3999

Arlington
4748 Lee Highway
703-524-7275

“Your Hometown Flooring Store – Since 1922”

Winter Sale-Final Days

News

Moran Launches Health-Care Plan

Former Del. Brian Moran (D-46), right,
speaks with Queen Street Clinic founder
Anne Parrish and patient James Earl Parker.

Hometown gubernatorial
candidate is first to roll out
health-care policy direction.

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

G
ubernatorial hopeful Brain Moran re-
turned to Alexandria this week to launch
the first part of his health-care package
of proposals, visiting the Queen Street

Clinic in the Parker Gray neighborhood to announce
a plan to insure every child in Virginia.

Over the next three weeks, the Moran campaign
will be rolling out other aspects of his health-care
proposals, including reforming health insurance pro-
grams, grappling with Medicare and finding ways to
help uninsured adults. Moran’s four-point plan for
all of Virginia’s children expands access through
Virginia’s implementation of the federal State
Children’s Health Insurance Program — known in
Washington as SCHIP.

“This is a moral imperative and an economic ne-
cessity,” said Moran, who resigned his seat in the
House of Delegates in December to focus on the
Democratic primary for governor. “I want to start
immediately enrolling every single child.”

The Virginia implementation of SCHIP is known
as the Family Access to Medical Security Plan, which
covers medical care for families that have an income
at 200 percent of the federal poverty level. Moran’s
plan would raise eligibility to 300 percent of the fed-
eral poverty level and allow families with higher in-
come to buy into the program — essentially rais-
ing the income eligibility standard from
$35,200 to $52,800. It would also eliminate the

four-month waiting period to enter the program and
automatically enroll all children from qualifying fami-
lies at birth.

“Along with the general unease about the economy,
many voters are concerned about how they will af-
ford health care if they lose their jobs,” said Cordel
Faulk, director of communications for the University
of Virginia Center for Politics. “As businesses large
and small announce deep cuts in their employment
rolls the issue become even more salient for voters.
All that is on top of the fact that health care is an
issue of traditional importance to Democrats and
Democratic primary voters.”

MORAN IS THE FIRST candidate in the race for
governor to announce a health-care polity initiative,
although he has yet to detail how he will pay for the
plan. Former Democratic National Committee chair-
man Terry McAuliffe spent the week conducting what

Long & Foster Combines Offices
Anne
Rector
and Bill
Jourdan
will co-
manage
newly
merged
offices at
Long &
Foster
Real
Estate,
Inc.

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

L
ong & Foster Real Estate, Inc., recently an-
nounced the merger of their two Alexandria
City offices into one. Its existing office at 400

King St. will now be known as the Alexandria/Old
Town Historic District Office, after the closing of its
500 Montgomery St. location.

“This is something we’ve all been talking about
for some time. It has nothing to do with the present
housing market,” said Anne Rector, manager and vice
president, Long & Foster.

“This is all about logistics and the economics of
operation. There has been no cut back in agents. It’s
better for all our agents to be working out of one
office,” said Bill Jourdan, sales manager, Long & Fos-
ter.

Presently the firm has 180 agents operating
throughout this primary area that includes any lo-
cale with an Alexandria mailing address, according
to Jourdan. They also have agents in the District of
Columbia, Maryland and McLean that are affiliated
with the Alexandria office, according to Rector.

“It’s great to have all our agents in the same office.
In fact we’ve added three agents since the merger,”
Rector said. She also noted that the company had
taken space above the CVS Pharmacy at 100 S. Royal
St., just across Royal Street from 400 King St.

With more than 50 years of combined real estate
sales experience, Rector and Jourdan will co-man-
age the newly merged office. Prior to joining Long &

Foster in 2002, Rector owned her own local real es-
tate company, Rector Associates, for more than 20
years.

She is a past president of the Northern Virginia
Association of Realtors; past treasurer, Virginia As-
sociation of Realtors; and past director, National As-
sociation of Realtors. In 1995 she was named Real-
tor of the Year by NVAR and presently serves as vice
chair of the Alexandria Police Foundation.

Jourdan, manager of the former Montgomery
Street office, has been active in Alexandria real es-
tate since 1977. He joined Long & Foster in 1994
and was a top producer for many years in the origi-
nal Old Town office. After 27 years of selling, he be-
came a manager with the company in 2003.

See Health,  Page 9
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20-Somethings Struggle To Get Health Insurance

Eight Hands Round To Move

Most health insurance plans allow parents
to claim their children as dependents until
they are 23 years old if they have been or
are currently enrolled in college. If they do
not attend college, they will no longer be
covered after they turn 19.

For a 23-year-old male that does not use
tobacco living here, the two cheapest plans
with Kaiser Permanente Insurance run $75
a month with a $1750 deductible, or $138
a month with a $750 deductible. Anthem-
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, the largest health
insurer in Virginia, offers a similar plan.
There are also short-term versions of these
policies that can range anywhere from 30
days to six months.

As reasonable as that might seem to some,
it’s still out of range for Sliwak. “I haven’t
looked into it, but I’m just assuming it’s
gonna be too expensive,” he said.  “I can
barely pay rent.  If I ever get sick, I’ll pretty
much have to self-medicate myself by go-
ing to CVS.” he said.

Antwon Chemrinow, 23 of Herndon, a
student at Northern Virginia Community
College, works part-time at a Giant super-
market. He said that after he got of the Navy
last year, he assumed he wouldn’t be able
to afford any kind of health insurance, and
he has now been without it for two months.
“They told me my options but said I’d have
to pay, and I couldn’t afford it,” he said. “It
is important to me to have health insurance,
and if I had the money I’d get it. I haven’t
really looked at my options, but I figure I

don’t have the money.”
The military has its own policies for ex-

tending its Tricare coverage to qualified
retirees and veterans. All service members
and dependents must apply through the De-
fense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting Sys-
tem, which determines on a case-by-case
basis whether they are eligible to receive a
six-month extension of Tricare
benefits. Once those six
months are up, they can still
receive up to 36 months of
benefits under the Continued
Benefits Health Care Pro-
gram, which is administered
by the military division of
Humana Insurance. For this,
however, they must pay pre-
miums.

SOME NORTHERN VIR-
GINIA young adults do fit
Fronstin’s portrayal of them as
not only unable, but also un-
willing to pay for insurance. Nancy Chance,
like Chemrinow a student at Northern Vir-
ginia Community College in her early twen-
ties, is also uninsured. She said she has done
research, but decided that even if she could
afford to pay for health insurance, it
wouldn’t be worth it.

“By the time you pay all the copays and
deductibles, it’s the equivalent of a full visit
to the doctor,” the Springfield resident said.
“Plus a lot of the part-time insurance poli-
cies don’t offer benefits like dental. I’m not

concerned — as long as you’re not doing
stuff you’re not supposed to do, you’re go-
ing to be all right.”

Laura Secker, a 28-year-old full-time wait-
ress and bartender at the Vermilion restau-
rant in Alexandria, said that she went al-
most a year and half without insurance
when she got out of college. Like most wait-

ers and bartenders who can
afford it, she says she’s now
covered through a private in-
surance plan. “It just got to a
point where I decided I needed
to be responsible with my life,”
she said.

Finally, there’s a demo-
graphic that is both willing
and, in some cases, able, to get
insurance, but have no way of
doing so because they are not
citizens. Angie Erdenebat, a
20-year-old Mongolian native
living in Arlington on a student
visa, says she had to pay thou-

sands of dollars in dental bills after she fell
while running because she does not have a
Social Security number, which has pre-
vented her from getting any kind of cover-
age. “It’s hard to live in America without
documents,” she said.

The issue of insuring American young
adults in their young 20’s has not been on
anyone’s radar, Fronstin said. The current
proposal by Congress to propose a 65 per-
cent subsidy to help people purchase CO-
BRA insurance would cover everyone, in-

cluding people in their 20s, he said. Massa-
chusetts, the only state in the Union to man-
date that all residents have health insur-
ance, has low- or no-cost policies specifi-
cally designed for individuals aged 18
through 26. No similar plan is in the works
for Virginia, according to Craig Mikva-Kai-
ser, communications director for the Virginia
Department of Medical Assistance.

To begin to address this specific problem,
Fronstin said, there needs to be more pa-
rental education. “Parents should be telling
them that it’s so important,” he said. “They
get it, but they’re still making this choice
based on the options they face.”

A more extensive solution — short of uni-
versal coverage — would be to take employ-
ers off the hook for providing health insur-
ance so that young adults — and everyone
else — do not have to depend almost ex-
clusively on a job for health benefits. This
idea has been on the floor of Congress at
least since February 2001, but has gone
nowhere

Fred Brock, a former New York Times col-
umnist who wrote a book called “Health
Care on Less than You Think,” said that this
would be a good first step on the way to
universal coverage. “De-linking insurance
from where you work is what you ought to
be doing,” he said. “It would free up em-
ployers to be more competitive in the job
market.  Look at the auto industry: Toyota
– Japan has national healthcare; Mercedes
– Germany has national health insurance
program. [It shouldn’t be] tied to their job.”

“It just got to
a point where
I decided I
needed to be
responsible
with my life.”

—  Laura Secker,
waitress

Gumpert said standing in her shop among
an array of antique and modern collectibles.

Gumpert started her shop in Old Town in
1990 above what was then Bullfeathers res-
taurant. She and Hats In The Belfry occupied
the upper floor of the lower King Street eat-
ery.

In 1993 she moved to 2310 Mount Vernon
Avenue, the space now occupied by the Dairy

Godmother. “The
only business here
at that time was St.
Elmos Cafe. People
thought I was crazy
for moving down
the block by myself
with no other busi-
nesses around,”
she said.

In 2000 she closed Eight Hands Round to
move to Holland for two years with her hus-
band, David, a partner in the business, who
had taken a job there. When they returned she
reopened her shop in a space behind St. Elmos,
this time with antiques from Europe as well as
the U.S. Then she moved to her present loca-
tion in 2005.

“I’m really going to miss my customers. Most
are very interesting people. I hope they visit
me at the new location,” she said.

“Del Ray has been a very supportive com-
munity. And, it really is a community in every

News

From Page 3 sense of the word,” Gumpert said
“People love to come in here to get a special gift

they can’t find anywhere else or to buy a unique an-
tique for a price that won’t break the bank,” she said.

“Throughout my adult life when other people
would go out shopping or just traveling, I would go
to antique auctions. I love antiques and I have been
able to pick up some really good buys,” Gumpert said.

She chose the name Eight Hands Round from a
quilt pattern that signifies unity and community.
Many of her antiques come from the Pennsylvania
Dutch Country of Lancaster and Berks counties as
well as from Maine, where she and her husband visit
in the summer.

Customers visiting Eight Hands Round can find
anything from reproductions of majolica china to
authentic antique chests and toys. Anyone seeking
that special gift or who is a true antique collector
has only two weeks left to capture that special prize
before the inventory is drastically reduced for the
smaller new location.

When asked what she was going to do with large
pieces that are not sold before the move, Gumpert
looked around the shop and said, “I really don’t
know.” However, the large curved antique ladder in
the corner of the front window will move with her
she assured, small space or no small space. “That’s
one of my favorite pieces,” she said.

“I decided I
wanted to have
my weekends off.”

— Cynthia Gumpert,
owner, Eight Hands Round

Cynthia Gumpert, owner, Eight Hands
Round, discusses the upcoming
relocation of her Del Ray shop.
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People
Robinson to Lead
Local Pageant

Jason Timothy Robinson was named ex-
ecutive director of the 2009 Miss Alexan-
dria Pageant. Robin-
son, a teacher for the
Alexandria School
Public Schools, has a
bachelor of arts de-
gree from the Univer-
sity of Michigan and a
master of arts degree
from Hampton Uni-
versity.  In addition to
teaching, Robinson is
an author, a poet, and
a freelance writer.

The Miss Alexandria is a preliminary pag-
eant for the Miss Virginia pageant. Young
women ages 17 -24 are eligible to compete
with the winner continuing on to The Miss
Virginia 2009 pageant which will be held
in June 2009. To find out more informa-
tion, contact Jason Robinson at
missalexandria09@yahoo.com, call 773-
220-6240, or visit www.miss
alexandria.com.

The first annual Miss Alexandria pageant
will be held on Saturday, March 7. The Miss
Alexandria pageant will be awarding a $500
scholarship to the winner along with the
opportunity to compete in The Miss Virginia
pageant which awards more than $40,000
in scholarship money.

Jason Timothy
Robinson

She’s an Innovator
Eighth grader

Sophia Viggiano of
Alexandria, became a
top five finalist in the
national PBS “Trash to
Treasure” design chal-
lenge. Designed for
the “protecting the
environment” cat-
egory, Sophia’s “Drain
Coil” invention uses
part of a mattress coil and lamp cord wire
webbed inside the coil. The invention col-
lects hair from bathroom stall shower drains
and reduces or eliminates the need to use
de-clogging chemicals like Draino or Liq-
uid Plumber. Sophia attends St. Mary’s
School in Alexandria, and enjoys playing
basketball, cooking, and design projects.
After high school, Sophia hopes to go to a
college with a good design program that
will improve her creative abilities and fur-
ther develop her entrepreneurial skills.

New CFO
Todd Lockcuff joins

Inova Alexandria Hos-
pital as its new chief
financial officer and
assistant vice presi-
dent of Inova Health
System. Lockcuff
earned a master’s in
healthcare manage-
ment from the Univer-
sity of Phoenix and graduated from
Winthrop University with a bachelor’s de-
gree in business administration, emphasis
in accounting. Currently, he is a member
of the American College of Healthcare Ex-
ecutives and the Healthcare Management
Financial Association.

The 2008 Legends and nominees pose for a group portrait. They include  Engin Artemel,  Donna and Mel
Bergheim, Kathryn A. Brown, William D. Euille, Charles Euripides; Bernie Fagelson, T.J. Fannon, Lillie Finklea
and Louise Massoud,  Carlton Funn, Arlene Hewitt, Susan Kellom, John Kling, Marlin Lord, Eula and Melvin
Miller, Jim Moran, Mike Oliver, Del Pepper, George Pera, Alice Quint; Bert Ransom, Jane Ring, Charlotte Ross,
Pam St. Clair, Charlene Schiff Gene Steurele representing the Steurele Family, the Swanson Family and Pat Troy.

A Legendary Gathering

F
or Nina Tisara, being in a room full
of Living Legends on Sunday, Feb. 8,
was the culmination of a dream that

has now taken a life of its own. More than
150 people gathered at the gala celebrat-
ing the class of 2008 Living Legends at the
Carlyle Club.

Tisara, an Alexandria photographer, con-
ceived of the idea as a way to document
the contributions of the city luminaries,
celebrating their achievements in public and
archiving their stories in the city’s library.
Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Alexan-
dria and the Alexandria Gazette Packet, Liv-
ing Legends is funded in part through a
grant from the Alexandria Commission for
the Arts. A nonprofit organization has been
registered with the Virginia Department of

Living Legends class
of 2008 gathers
at the Carlyle Club.

Consumer Affairs to solicit funds for the
program, which was designed to chronicle
and honor today’s history-makers.

“As we all known, Alexandria is full of
stories and tales,” said Tisara. “All of these
individuals have their own stories.”

The 2008 nominees are the following:
Engin Artemel; Donna and Mel Bergheim;
Kathryn Brown; Mayor Bill Euille; Charles
Euripides; Bernard Fagelson; Thomas “T.J.”
Fannon; Lillie Finklea and Louise Massoud;
Carlton Funn; Arlene Hewitt; Susan Kellom;
John Kling; Marlin Lord; Eula and Melvin
Miller; Rep. Jim Moran (D-8); Michael
Oliver; Vice Mayor Del Pepper; George Pera;
Alice Quint; Elbert Ransom Jr.; Jane Ring;
Charlotte Ross; Pam St. Clair; Charlene
Schiff; the Steuerle Family; the Swanson
Family; and Pat Troy.

Pat O’Brien, Steve Wharton and Barbara Janney.
Legend nominee Charlotte Ross, Chief David Baker,
and 2008 Legend Bert Ransom.

Fifth grade student
Eric Juneau enter-
tains at the piano.

Town Crier Tom North-
Ruddin announces the
names of the Legends.
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ABC STORE #297...................................703-823-7349
AUTHENTICALLY AMISH.............................703-212-9890
CHIPOTLE ............................................... 703-370-2152
CURVES FOR WOMEN...............................703-751-2500
DUKE CLEANERS ...................................... 703-751-1223
EXXON MOBIL CORPORATION...................703-751-7778
FOXCHASE FLORIST...................................703-370-3602
FOXCHASE PHOTO LAB.............................703-370-3756
H & R BLOCK .........................................703-751-1903
HANA TOKYO STEAKHOUSE & SUSHI BAR .. 703-823-3168
HARRIS TEETER........................................703-461-7082
HONG KONG EXPRESS..............................703-823-8808
JEWELRY DESIGNERS.................................703-370-2993
KITCHEN AND GRANITE EXPO....................703-370-0037
L.A. WEIGHT LOSS CENTER ...................... 703-751-6290
LA CASA RESTAURANT...............................703-370-3600
MY EYE DOCTOR.....................................703-370-7111
NAILS FOXY/EXCEL CORPORATION.............703-739-6245
NEW LOOK SALON...................................703-823-3422
PAUL GIBBERMAN, DDS...........................703-823-6616
PAUL STASIEWICZ, DDS...........................703-751-5052
PNC BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION..........703-504-6234
RITE AID #3662.....................................703-751-4901
SUBWAY SANDWICH SHOP........................703-370-1200
WACHOVIA BANK, VA 9657.....................703-739-3495

Everything You Need…
in One Convenient Place

Duke Street,
just west of Jordan Street in Alexandria

106 N Patrick Street • Alexandria, VA 22314 • 703-535-3336

Children & Walk-Ins Welcome
    Haircuts $1600 to $2000

      Perm & Coloring
      Highlight & Foil
      Relaxer & Straightener
     Deep Conditioning
    Waxing
Foot Massage Coming Soon

Open  9-5 7 Days
     9023 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax, VA

703-573-5025
2 miles west of I-495 on

Rt. 50(Vienna Metro)
CravensNursery.com

patios, walls
walkways
paver driveways
and so much more
Now at 2003 Pricing

FREE ESTIMATES
HARDSCAPING/PLANTING

60-75% OFF
ALL POTTERY
Washington’s Largest

 Selection

35-50% OFF
All Nursery Stock

& Perennials
Mulch 3 cu. FT. $2.99

Bulk $15.00 Per cu. YD.

Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

People ‘Polar Plunge’
Alexandria Sheriff’s Depu-
ties Lejeune Harding and
Tim Honig braved the chilly
waters of the Atlantic
Ocean on Saturday, Feb. 7,
to raise money and aware-
ness for Special Olympics
Virginia. This group
plunged into the 40-degree
Atlantic off Virginia Beach
and helped raise $803,000.
Hundreds participated in
the annual event, officially
called the Polar Plunge of
Special Olympics Virginia.

his campaign calls “economic roundtables” in
Martinsville and Norfolk, although campaign officials
say he will soon announce a more detailed package
of health-care proposals. A spokeswoman for the
campaign said McAuliffe has spoken several times
on the campaign trail about the need to keep doc-
tors in rural areas.

“Terry wants to provide tax incentives to keep doc-
tors in rural areas where the people have limited ac-
cess to health care,” said Delacey Skinner, a former
communications director for Democratic Gov. Tim
Kaine. “We haven’t’ rolled out a health-care policy
yet, so we haven’t figured out how the tax incentives
will work yet.”

State Sen. Creigh Deeds (D-25) of Bath County,
who is also seeking the Democratic nomination, spent
the week in Richmond working through the General

From Page 5 Assembly session. His campaign literature trumpets
his previous health-care record, including advocat-
ing for the right of patients to choose which doctor
they visit and working to pass an annual $500 tax
credit to families caring for aging loved ones at home.
Yet like the McAuliffe campaign, the Deeds campaign
has yet to announce a policy direction he will take in
the campaign. Republican candidate Bob McDonnell
is also planning a health-care policy, although cam-
paign officials say the details are still being worked
out.

“This shows that Brian Moran is looking ahead with
concrete proposals while Terry McAuliffe doesn’t
seem to have much more to offer than blue smoke
and mirrors,” said Toni Travis, professor of govern-
ment and politics at George Mason University. “Vot-
ers will listen to programmatic ideas having to do
with health care.”

Health Plan Focuses on Children
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I
t’s a common sense measure that
wouldn’t stop a single qualified Vir
ginian from buying a gun. We have
the technology to implement it with-

out massive expense or additional bu-
reaucracy.

Right now, some of the guns sold at
gun shows in Virginia are sold with-
out the background check required of gun
sales in any other official setting. This allows
even convicted felons, stalkers with restrain-
ing orders against them, and people with
documented mental health problems that
could make them a danger to themselves or
others a clear path to purchasing a firearm.

There is no reason for this.
In November, at the “Nation’s Gun Show”

the Dulles Expo Center in Chantilly was the
scene of record gun sales. It was an ebullient

gathering of people with shared inter-
ests, and no doubt all but the tiniest
percentage of participants were law-
abiding, responsible people, fully

qualified to own the guns they were buying.
The record sales were motivated in part be-
cause of concern by some gun enthusiasts
about new restrictions on some firearms that
could come with Democratic control of Con-
gress and the White House, and in part be-
cause of the recession.

Why would those people want to run the risk
that a tragedy like the one at Virginia Tech
nearly two years ago that claimed the lives of
33 people would involve a gun purchased with-
out a proper background check at the Nation’s
Gun Show?

For the record, the Virginia Tech shooter was
able to buy his guns legally because his name
was mistakenly not included on the list of those
excluded from gun ownership; he was previ-
ously ruled a danger to himself or others and
should not have been able to buy from a li-
censed gun dealer. But if he had been excluded
through normal means, he could have traveled
a few miles from his home to the gun show in
Chantilly in search of weapons he could buy
without a background check.

In any event, legislation in the General As-
sembly that would have closed the gun show
loophole is dead for this year. Only one North-
ern Virginia senator, Ken Cuccinelli, voted
against closing the loophole.

Affront to families of Virginia Tech victims
leaves option open for felons and people
with documented mental illness to buy guns.

Gun Show Loop Hole Stays Open
Opinion

Editorial

In Praise of
ACPS Specialists
To the Editor:

As the mother of an ACPS child
who takes a taxicab to school ev-
ery day, I take offense to Paul
Wilson’s quote in the Feb. 5 article
concerning the rising use of taxis
for schools. To state that “For many
years, the school system has taken
a laissez-faire attitude to special
education,” not only does a disser-
vice to the City of Alexandria Pub-

Letters to the Editor

lic Schools, but to the many spe-
cialists in our schools dedicated to
providing the most appropriate
education for a special needs child.

My 5-year-old daughter was di-
agnosed with moderate, progres-
sive hearing loss in both ears at
the age of 4. In the past 18 months
she lost what was left of her hear-
ing and underwent cochlear im-
plantation surgery last November.
Since the day she entered the
ChildFind program through ACPS,
we have only the highest praise for

More Letters,  Page 11

ACPS’ Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Specialist, Kathleen Dameo. Not
only did she personally expedite
the IEP process for us to get our
daughter the services she needed,
but she has supported us every
step of the way in navigating the
world of deaf education, introduc-
ing us to other families whose chil-
dren have hearing loss, and point-
ing us in the right direction to find
the best medical and therapeutic
care for her outside school. Ms.
Dameo is dedicated to every child
in this city with hearing loss, from
the tiniest babies to young adults
preparing for college and beyond.
We have met many families and
educators of the deaf in the Metro
D.C. area, and they all have told
us how fortunate we are to live in
Alexandria because of Kathleen
Dameo and ACPS.

In fact, many families with deaf
children have told us the only ju-
risdictions to live in for their chil-
dren to receive appropriate ser-
vices are the City of Alexandria,
Fairfax County, and Montgomery
County. Kathleen also worked with
the ACPS to install sound field sys-
tems in Alexandria’s elementary
schools, helping all children to
better hear their teachers.

For the past year, my daughter
has taken a one-hour taxi ride each
way with two other ACPS children
to the Camelot Center in Fairfax
County. She has thrived in this
environment where she is with
other deaf children in a self-con-
tained classroom, receiving speech
therapy and having two full-time
audiologists on hand to trouble-
shoot her hearing aids and co-
chlear implant. The school is
equipped with FM systems, sound

systems, and teachers of the deaf
who work with these children with
the goal of eventually
mainstreaming them into their
home schools or regular class-
rooms. At this point in her educa-
tion, it would have been disastrous
for her to be in a regular ACPS
classroom setting where a teacher
would be required to troubleshoot
the technology needed to support
my daughter while attending to
the needs of her regular students.
For if the technology fails, my child
cannot hear and cannot learn. It
is my goal that in the next few
years, she can come back to Alex-
andria to be educated. But only
when she is ready.

To replicate a comprehensive
deaf curriculum for so few stu-
dents in the ACPS would be cost
prohibitive and wasteful when one
of the top programs for the deaf
in the country is only 20 minutes
away. And this is most likely true
for other specific special education
programs. I encourage the ACPS
system to continue supporting
Kathleen Dameo and her peers to
make knowledgable, cost effective
decisions regarding their areas of
expertise so they can serve fami-
lies like mine. My husband and I
feel so fortunate to live in the City
of Alexandria, and feel your article
did not accurately reflect why taxi-
cabs are being used for children
like mine with profound hearing
loss.

Jane M. Zeender
Alexandria

“A Whole New Mind” author Dan Pink talks to the
students in Stephen Miarer’s AP psychology class at
T.C. Williams High School last week. An interview with
Pink will be shown at noon and 9:30 and 11 p.m.
daily until Feb. 24 on ACPS-TV Channel 71. “A Whole
New Mind” is the featured book in the PTA Council’s
community-wide reading event, “Turn the Page!”
Throughout the city, people are reading the book and
participating in book discussion groups, leading up to
a free lecture by Pink at 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 24 at T.C.
Williams High School, 3330 King St., Alexandria.

‘Turn the Page!’
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View the virtual tour at

Award Winning
Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Additions
• Basements
• Porticos
• In-Law Suites
• Sundecks
• Media Rooms
• Garages
• Sun Rooms
• Built-Ins
• Porches

Don’t Miss The Opportunity to Save

Opinion

By David Englin

Delegate (D-45)

W
hen I filed House Bill 1692 on Jan. 5
to ban smoking in restaurants and
bars throughout Virginia, I had a feel
ing that a confluence of factors —

from a new chairman of the General Laws Commit-
tee, to a rule change allowing more legislative ac-
countability, to growing public demand — would
make 2009 the year Virginia restaurants and bars
would go smoke-free. These factors, along with some
delicate bipartisan negotiations, last week resulted
in a landmark smoke-free restaurants and bars agree-
ment.

The House of Delegates on Monday passed a ver-
sion of the smoke-free restaurants compromise with
amendments that gut the legislation; such is the

messy legislative process. However,
between the Senate, which consis-
tently supports strong smoke-free
laws, and Governor Kaine’s ability to
amend legislation, we are virtually
assured that the intact compromise

proposal, perhaps even with some further improve-
ments, ultimately will come to a vote on the House
floor.

If and when this proposal becomes law, 99 per-
cent of Virginians — customers and restaurant and
bars workers alike — will experience completely
smoke-free restaurants and bars throughout the Com-
monwealth. The exceptions are very narrowly drawn
so that strictly-defined private clubs, like American
Legion halls, and a small handful of establishments
in the state with expensively constructed, walled-off,
specially ventilated smoking chambers could still al-
low smoking. While this is a compromise, as a
staunch smoke-free advocate, I believe it is a very
good compromise that effectively protects nearly all
patrons and workers from the cancer-causing sec-
ond-hand smoke.

SOME OF MY OTHER bills made it through the
House of Delegates and are now under consideration
in the Senate:

House Bill 2589 is important legislation for com-
munities like ours that have a high proportion of stu-
dents for whom English is a second language. Right

now, the State Board of Education requires our
schools to administer one particular test to these
children to comply with the No Child Left Behind
law. However, that test is rather expensive, and many
education professionals do not consider it especially
effective. Worse still, this is the one test the state
refuses to pay for, so it costs schools districts about
$2 million per year statewide. House Bill 2589 would
free school districts — and therefore local taxpayers
— from this expensive unfunded mandate by allow-
ing school administrators to select preferable, less
costly tests to measure the progress of students with
limited English proficiency. This bill passed the House
on Monday with unanimous support.

House Bill 1624 started as a more broad effort at
the request of the Arc of Northern Virginia to
strengthen existing anti-bullying laws. However, as
the legislation moved forward, a number of middle
school and high school students explained to me that
the real problem they face in our schools is the grow-
ing use of new technologies like camera phones, text
messaging, blogs, and MySpace for bullying, harass-
ment, and intimidation. I also heard from teachers
and administrators that they are ill equipped to re-
spond appropriately this new phenomenon. Respond-
ing to these concerns, I modified House Bill 1624 to
focus on cyberbullying, requiring the State Board of
Education to develop guidance to address this prob-
lem as part of the model anti-bullying policy it pro-
vides to our schools. This bill passed the House on
Monday by a vote of 94 to five.

House Bill 2378 is not very sexy, but it will save
Virginia taxpayers $30 million this year and up to
$7 million each year moving forward. Some telecom-
munications companies recently discovered a loop-
hole in Virginia’s tax code that they argued allowed
them to avoid paying corporate taxes the General
Assembly had intended to apply to them simply by
changing their form of business. Late last year, the
Virginia Supreme Court agreed and ruled that if the
General Assembly did not close this loophole, Vir-
ginia taxpayers would have to reimburse these com-
panies. House Bill 2378 closes this loophole, making
the letter of the law match the General Assembly’s
true intent that all telecommunications companies
pay these taxes, regardless of their form of business.
This bill passed the House on Jan. 29 by a vote of 96
to two.

Smoking Ban Advances

Richmond

Report

Working
So Hard
To the Editor:

Few Virginians understand just
how busy our elected officials are.

Why, just today I ventured to
Richmond to share my thoughts
on a bill to make health insurance
more affordable. When I stood up
to speak, the committee chairman,
Sen. Richard Saslaw, was so busy
he didn’t even pick his head up.
He was working so hard for his
constitutents, he didn’t hear me
introduce myself as his constitu-
ent or say that it was a pleasure to
meet him face to face.

I wonder what he was working
on. Must’ve been important.

Michael F. Cannon
Alexandria

Paper Tiger?
To the Editor:

In the Jan. 29 edition of your
paper, Mayor Bill Euille is quoted
in reference to the opening of
adult retail store “Le Tache” on
lower King Street: “We’re not go-
ing to sit back and let this busi-
ness ruin the ambiance we enjoy
here in Old Town.”

Interestingly enough, the Mayor
was quoted in the June 25 edition
of your paper as saying in refer-
ence to the Norfolk Southern etha-
nol transfer station in the city’s
West end, “… the city will do ev-
erything that can be done to shut
this facility down.”

Euille’s declarations otherwise,
that facility is still in operation.
Owners of Le Tache — take com-
fort in knowing that you are deal-
ing with a Paper Tiger, and you’ll
be in business for a long time to

come!

William O. Black
Alexandria

Pall of the Call
Of the Mall
To the Editor:

Malls now dot the landscape as
overbuilt temples and testament to
our economic reliance on consum-
erism. Suggestions of consolida-
tion in the industry as a panacea
for debt-laden real estate abound,
as “bricks and mortar” investors
were slow in anticipating the im-
pact of online retailing. Another
camp favors prop up bailouts and
loans, similar to what the govern-
ment has afforded the financial

See Letters,  Page 23

Letters to the Editor
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News

See Students,  Page 30

By Rob Wile

The Gazette Packet

W
hen teenager Julie
Santiago got
caught skipping
school last June, it

seemed like the breaking point in
what she described as a long line
of misdeeds.

A native of Puerto Rico, Julie,
16, had already been expelled
from the Catholic high school
she’d enrolled in while living with
her stepfather in San Juan. In
January of 2008, she re-enrolled
at Robinson High School in Fairfax
County after moving back in with
her parents in Fairfax. But from
May to June of that year, she says,
she would call the school pretend-
ing to be her mother to excuse
herself from classes.

“I was going clubbing in D.C.,
doing drugs, my weight had gone
up,” she said. “I was lost, I didn’t
know what to do with my life. I
would have been 19 when I gradu-
ated — I couldn’t do it.”

For those teens who have

struggled to complete high school
— whether because of a learning
disability, delinquent tendencies,
or some other cause — any kind
of reprieve from their troubles can
be welcome. For Julie and several
other teens in northern Virginia,

their break came with a daily 5:30
a.m. wakeup and lots of push-ups.

BEGUN IN 1994 as one of 10
federally-funded pilot programs,

Military-style instruction works for some students.
Teens Learn at Camp Pendleton

Robert Locke, Jr., of Alexandria, graduates from the
Commonwealth ChalleNGe Academy.
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

A
 native of Alexandria, Cheryl
Barnes graduated from St. Agnes
High School in 1971 before
studying political science at

Randolph Macon Women’s College. After
graduating college, she went to work as a
real-estate broker for Shaw Real Estate in
Alexandria. She later started an architec-
tural firm in California before writing a se-
ries of books for children, including
“Alexander the Old Town Mouse,” “Marshall
the Courthouse Mouse” and “President
Adams’ Alligator.”

How did you get started in writing
these books?

I was a single mom
in Los Angeles when
I met my current
husband Peter, and
I’ve been married to
him for almost 20
years now. Peter was
the guy who actually
came up with the
idea for a book about
his hometown Nan-
tucket. So he came

up with the idea for Nat, Nat the Nantucket
Cat. It was that book that really got us
started in the publishing business.

How did you come to write about
Old Town?

Nat, Nat the Nantucket Cat was about
Peter’s hometown, and I wanted to do a
book about my hometown. So I started to
get this idea about a book about Old Town.
I went to the city archeologist and asked
what kind of animal it should be, and she
immediately said it should be a mouse be-
cause there are so many mice in all the ar-
cheological digs.

How did the style of books de-
velop?

I didn’t really
know what I was
doing when I
started drawing. I
never had an art
course or anything.
So I would just kind
of do it in a very ru-
dimentary way.
Then I guess with
practice I just got
pretty darn good at
it. I just kind of

came up
with my
own style
over time
because it
just kind of
evolved. I
would like
to think I’ve
gotten bet-
ter because
I practice a
lot, and I’ve
taken a few
watercolors
classes over
the years
also to expedite things.

Where do you come up with the
concepts for these books?

Peter came up with the idea for the first
book, then of course we wanted to do a
book about Alexandria. Then I was ap-
proached by a woman at the White House
who was interested in a children’s book
about the White House, and I was very in-
timidated by that prospect but I went along
with it. Since then the Kennedy Center and
the Capitol Visitors’ Center have approached
me. So I really take it one book at a time.

Book Signing
The Office of Historic Alexandria History Center

will be hosting a book signing with Cheryl Barnes
on Feb. 14 from 1 to 3 p.m. In honor of Presidents
Day, her presidential titles “Woodrow, the White
House Mouse,” “Woodrow for President” and
“President Adams’ Alligator” will also be available
for purchase. Woodrow, the White House mouse,
will be available for pictures. Admission is free. The
center is located at 101 North Union Street. For
more information, call 703-706-5262.

Presidential Tails Cheryl Barnes will celebrate Presidents
Day with a book signing in Old Town.

Somehow it works.

What are you currently working
on?

The Capitol Visitors’ Center has asked me
to do a book about the history of the Capi-
tol. So we came up with a character that’s a
squirrel named “Capi Tail.” So Capi is teach-
ing kids about the special rooms of the Capi-
tol. Believe it or not, there’s currently no
children’s book about the Capitol. I have
“House Mouse, Senate Mouse,” which
teaches about how laws are made. But other
than that, there are no books specifically
about the Capitol.

What kind of a response have you
gotten from kids who read the
books?

When I walk into a school it feels like I’m
a rock star. They think what I do is so cool.
They love learning about the history, and I
try to be a big personality and really make
it exciting. The kids love learning, and they
are like little sponges. So I teach about presi-
dents through their pets — like George
Washington must have had a really good
sense of humor because he had a dog named
Sweet Lips and another dog named Madam
Moose. So the kids really get intrigued when
it isn’t just black-and-white boring history.

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette Packet

T
o paraphrase the late Dean Martin,
“Find Some Bunny to Love” this
Valentine’s Day.

That’s the name of the game on Satur-
day, Feb. 14, at the Animal Welfare League
of Alexandria shelter. At 1 p.m. they will
kick off Adopt-A-Rabbit Month with a 1 p.m.
seminar on having a rabbit as a pet. It will
be presented by Suzanne D’Alonzo, the
league’s manager of training and education.

Rabbits are now the third most popular
pet. This seminar will be followed by three
others on Saturday, Feb. 28, to help those
who already have rabbit pets and those who
want to adopt a rabbit. Those seminars,
presented by Friends of Rabbits, times and
subjects will be:

❖ 1 p.m. Bunny Fun Time: How to keep
your bunny happy and active.

❖ 1:45 p.m. Bunny Body Language: How
to translate what your bunny is trying to
tell you.

❖ 2:30 p.m. Rabbits and Other Pets: Fric-
tion between your bunny and other pets —
learn what to do.

Throughout February there is a special
discount, $20, for adopting a bunny. That
includes adoption consultation and no
charge for sterilization. But, bunnies are not
the only Valentines at the AWLA during Feb-
ruary. In fact February has been declared

Books

Love in the Air at the League

AWLA’s “Month of Love,” according to
Martha Armstrong, AWLA executive direc-
tor.

On Saturday, Feb. 21, AWLA will join with
more than 20 other shelters across Virginia
for a Midnight Madness adoption event. The
Virginia Animal Control Association has in-
vited all shelters to stay open until midnight
that day to promote adoptions.

A Midnight Madness party at the AWLA
shelter, 4101 Eisenhower Ave., will com-
mence at the 5 p.m. and run to midnight.
The Adoptions Desk will be open for busi-
ness.

AWLA is also offering adoption discounts
throughout February. Adopters of two cats
or kittens will pay an adoption fee of only

$50 for the pair, rather than the nor-
mal $85. Adopters will pay all costs
associated with spay or neuter.

“Don’t let the winter blues keep you
down. Our great pets have plenty of
love to share with their new adopt-
ers, and our staff can help you find
just the right pet companion,” said
Armstrong.

Whether looking for a lap cat, cur-
tain climber, or cuddle buddy; a
pound puppy, Frisbee player or couch
potato, a new best friend is waiting
at AWLA. Join the Midnight Madness
and find the only love money really
can buy.

Bunnies, cats, dogs and an assortment
of other animals are available for
adoption at the Animal Welfare League
of Alexandria.

Cheryl Barnes
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See Calendar,  Page 20

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon for the following week’s paper. Call
Rebecca Halik at 703-917-6407 with questions.

 ONGOING
On Sundays from noon-5 p.m., visit the

Waterfront and see history-inspired
performances near the Torpedo Factory; do a
“meet and greet” of early Alexandria residents
and travelers near the Waterfront and lower
King Street. Free. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org for more.

Historic Mount Vernon welcomes all Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Camp Fire Club
members (in uniform or wearing an official pin)
to free admission during its Scouting Days
program through Feb. 15, 2009. For more
information, visit www.MountVernon.org.

La Muse, 108 N. Patrick St., collects and ships
donations for www.AnySoldier.com every day of
the year. Bring donations to La Muse and it will
be packaged and shipped to soldiers. For ideas
on what to donate go to: www.ShopLaMuse.net/
Anysoldier.html or call 703-683-1696.

The public can participate in the second annual
“Alexandria Recreation Games for
Healthy Living,” Jan. 10 through March
6. An awards ceremony is scheduled for
Saturday, March 28, at the Lee Center Kauffman
Auditorium, 1108 Jefferson St. To register, pick
up an information packet at the Chinquapin
Park Recreation Center, or online at
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

Fairfax County Department of Community and
Recreation Services present free dance
workshops at Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, from 3:30-5 p.m. on Feb.
13,27, March 13,27, April 10,24 and May 8. To
register, 703-324-4386.

Visitors can learn about slavery at Mount Vernon
during Black History Month programs, wish

“George Washington” happy birthday, view new
objects on display from a Revolutionary War
cannon in the “George Washington & His
Generals” exhibit to Mrs. Washington’s wedding
slippers and gown pieces (through Feb. 23). For
more information, visit Visit.MountVernon.org.

Woodlawn’s Needlework exhibition is
March 1-31 at 9000 Richmond Highway.
There will be demonstrations, lunch by Nelly’s
Needlers and more. See needleworks from
around the world. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or 703-780-4000 for
more.

THURSDAY/FEB. 12
 Opening Reception. 6-8 p.m. Target Gallery

presents “BookEnds: The Book as Art” in their
gallery at Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union St.
from Jan. 22 through Feb. 22. Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org or 703-838-4565.

Art Reception. 6-9 p.m. Gallery West, 1213 King
St., presents the “National Juried Exhibition”
from Feb. 4 through March 1. See works picked
by Joey Manlapaz. Free.

Music Performance. 7 p.m. at the Athenaeum,
201 Prince St. Hear music by Jon Carroll. $10/
person. Visit www.nvfaa.org or 703-548-0035
for tickets.

Performance. 7 p.m. at Black History Museum,
902 Wythe St. Hear performances, music and
more. $10/person. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org or 703-838-4356.

Latin American Book Discussion. 7 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Stories by Latin
American authors. Free. 703-519-3498.

Story Time. 10 a.m. or 3 p.m. at Beatley Library,
5005 Duke St. Children ages 3-5. Free. 703-519-
5900.

Mother Goose Time. 10 a.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children ages 12-24
months. Free. 703-838-4566.

Thursday Story Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave. Ages 3-5.
Free. 703-838-4566.

Story Time. 4 p.m. at Barrett Library, 717 Queen
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Valentine Dinner
Thursday, Friday, Saturday

5-9:30 pm

Special Valentine Menu
Prime Rib of Beef

Broiled Salmon Steak w/ Dill Sauce
Shrimp Scampi

Surf & Turf: New York Strip Steak and Crab Cake

Romantic Dessert
Coffee, Tea and Soft Drink Included

45.00 Per Couple 22.50 Per Person
(Tax & Gratuity Not Included)

Cocktails, Beer, Wine Available

Reservations Accepted
Tel: 703 548-1616

734 N. St. Asaph Street Old Town, Alexandria

Free Parking On Premise
y a

See Calendar,  Page 22

Calendar

The students at Carl Sandburg Middle School performs “The Wonderful Wizard of Oz”
on Friday, Feb. 13 and Saturday, Feb. 14.

From Page 14

St. Children ages 3-5 years. Free. 703-
838-4555.

FRIDAY/FEB. 13
Couples Ballroom Dancing. 8:30-

11:30 p.m. at a location in Mount
Vernon. Dance the waltz, rumba,
swing and more to live music. $15/
person. Reservations required,
www.fridaynightersdancingclub.com.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Carl Sandburg Middle School. Watch
“The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.” $5/
person. 703-799-6204.

Basic Gardening Series. 1:30 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Learn how to compost
yard debris and kitchen scraps into a
soil amendment. $12. 703-642-5173
to register.

Time for 2s. 10 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
24-36 months. Free. Registration
required, 703-519-5900.

Auditions. 7-9 p.m. at Aldersgate
Church. Audition for “Godspell.”
Free. 703-619-9350.

Luncheon. Noon at Carlyle Club, 4111
John Carlyle St. Hopkins House
Heart of the Community Luncheon.
$100/person. 703-549-4232 ext.
4086.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Carl Sandburg Middle School, 8428
Fort Hunt Road. Watch “The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz” $5/person.
703-799-6204.

Lunch Bunch. Noon at John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive. Birth
to age 5 can bring lunch and enjoy
stories. Registration required, 703-
971-0010.

SATURDAY/FEB. 14
Book Sale. Kingstowne Library, 6500

Landsdowne Centre. Find books for
all readers. Free. 703-339-4610.

Valentine’s Tour and Tea. 10 a.m.-4
p.m. at Lee-Fendall House Museum &
Garden, 614 Oronoco St. $20/
person. Reservations required, 703-
548-1789.

Music Performance. 8 p.m. at
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St.
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra
performs Puccini and more. $20-$80/
person. Visit www.alexsym.org or
703-548-0885.

Birthnight Banquet and Ball. 5:30-
11 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 N.
Royal St. Celebrate George
Washington’s birthday with a dance
and dinner. $100/person for dinner
and ball or $50/person for just the
ball. Registration required,
www.gadsbystavern.org or 703-838-
4242.

Story Telling. 11 a.m. at Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St. Hear stories
by Baba Jamal. Free. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org or 703-
838-4356.

Breakfast with George and
Parade. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Mount
Vernon Estate. Enjoy parades,
breakfast and more. $15/adult; $7/
child. Visit.MountVernon.org or 703-
780-2000.

Magestic Eagles. 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m.
at Mason Neck State Park, 7301 High
Point Road, Lorton. Observe these
birds and learn about their lives.
Free. 703-339-2385.

Music Performance. 8 p.m. at
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St. The
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra and
Opera Theatre of Northern Virginia
perform. $20-$80. Visit
www.alexsym.org or 703-548-0885.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Carl Sandburg Middle School. Watch

“The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.” $5/
person. 703-799-6204.

Family Fun: Enchanted Dish
Garden. 2 p.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Hunt for enchanted creatures hiding
in the tropical greenhouse and then
build a dish. $15/project. 703-642-
5173 to register.

Impact Development Strategies
for Home Gardeners. 9:30 a.m. at

Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Learn about rain
gardens, water barrels and more.
$16/person. 703-642-5173 to
register.

Valentine’s Day Tea. 1 p.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Examine love letters
throughout history. $25. 703-941-
5173 to register.

Saturday Stories. 10:30 a.m. at

Beatley Library, 5005 Duke ST. All
ages. Registration required, 703-519-
5900.

Canned Food Drive. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at
Sun Trust Mortgage, 1101 Duke and
S. Henry Streets. All donations
accepted.

Auditions. 2-4 p.m. at Aldersgate
Church. Audition for “Godspell.”
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A
lexandria’s Black History Museum, 902
Wythe St., is offering the following pro-
grams throughout February in recognition
of Black History Month:

❖ Thursday, Feb. 5 - Saturday, March 28
Exhibition: “A Radiant Spirit: The Journey of Mary

Ellen Henderson”
This traveling exhibition from the Tinner Hill Heri-

tage Foundation highlights the efforts of Falls Church
educator and activist Mary Ellen Henderson who
dedicated herself to ensuring educational equality
for African Americans.

❖ Saturday, Feb. 14, 11 a.m. to noon
Storytelling with Baba Jamal: “African Stories in

Celebrate Black History Month
the Americas”

African-American spoken-word traditions through
storytelling.

❖ Saturday, Feb. 21, 11 a.m to Noon
Lecture: “Foodways of Enslaved Virginians”
Discover important cultural aspects of diet and food

preparation with Michael Twitty, a leading expert on
African-American foodways. The lecture will exam-
ine the harvesting, preparation, and consumption of
foods of enslaved Virginians. Free.

Reservations for these events are requested. For
more information or to make reservations call 703-
838-4356. Visit http://oha.alexandriava.gov/bhrc for
more.

Celebrate

Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Service

At the conclusion of the service the audience rose and joined arms and hands in
the singing of “We Shall Overcome”  Pictured is Mayor Bill Euille; Westminster
Presbyterian Church pastor, Dr. Larry Hayward; the Rev. Jeffrey Johnson, senior
pastor of Mt. Calvary Baptist Church and Mabel Lyles.

The Men’s Choir of the Metropolitan AME
Church of Washington, D.C. performed musical
selections for the annual memorial service on
Jan. 15 at Westminster Presbyterian Church in
Alexandria. The keynote address at the 36th

Annual Martin Luther King, Jr.
Memorial Program was given by
a graduate of T.C. Williams High
School and now the Senior Pastor
of Mt. Calvary Baptist Church in
Fairfax, the Rev. Jeffrey Johnson.

Photos by Louise Krafft/

Gazette Packet
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A  H E A L T H Y  B A L A N C E

(703) 414-0808

3600 S. Glebe Road, Suite 120
Above Harris Teeter, facing the courtyard

Winter Specials

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

Valentine’s Day Feburary 14
Please make early reservations for

• Dover Sole • Bouillabaisse

• Frog Legs • Beef Wellington

• Coq au vin • Cassoulet

• Chef Specials • Vension

From Page 20

Calendar

Caustic Casanova performs on Saturday, Feb. 21 at 9 p.m.
at O’Shaughnessy’s, 1324 King St. Free.

Free. 703-619-9350.
Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at

Carl Sandburg Middle School, 8428
Fort Hunt Road. Watch “The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz” $5/person.
703-799-6204.

Book Sale. 10 a.m. at Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre.
Free. Browse books for all ages. 703-
339-4610.

SUNDAY/FEB. 15
 Music Performance. David

Hildebrand will perform a concert
honoring George Washington at 3
p.m. and 5 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern,
134 N. Royal St. $20/person and
$15/member. Reservations
recommended,
www.gadsbystavern.org or 703-838-
4242.

Music Performance. 3 p.m. at
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St.
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra
performs Puccini and more. $20-$80/
person. Visit www.alexsym.org or
703-548-0885.

Music Performance. 3 p.m. at Bishop
Ireton High School, 201 Cambridge
Road. Hear music by the Washington
Metropolitan Philharmonic. Free,
donations accepted. Visit
www.wmpamusic.org for more.

Fundraiser. The Art League is holding
its Patrons’ Show Fundraiser at the
Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union St.
Winners choose a piece of artwork
donated. $175/ticket. Visit
www.theartleague.org for more.

Breakfast with George and
Parade. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Mount
Vernon Estate. Enjoy parades,
breakfast and more. $15/adult; $7/
child. Visit.MountVernon.org or 703-
780-2000.

Magestic Eagles. 1 p.m. or 3 p.m. at
Mason Neck State Park, 7301 High
Point Road, Lorton. Observe these
birds and learn about their lives.
Free. 703-339-2385.

Wild For Winter Waterfowl. 10:30
a.m. at Mason Neck State Park, 7301
High Point Road, Lorton. Observe
swans, ducks and other waterfowl.
Free. 703-339-2385.

Music Performance. 3 p.m. at
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St. The
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra and
Opera Theatre of Northern Virginia
perform. $20-$80; $5/youth. Visit
www.alexsym.org or 703-548-0885.

Concert of Hope. 4 p.m. at Mount
Vernon Presbyterian Church, 2001
Sherwood Hall Lane. The Watoto
Children’s Choir performs. Free-will
donations accepted. 703-765-6118.

What’s Hot in Fruits and
Vegetable Gardening. 1:30 p.m.
at Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. $10. 703-642-5173 to
register.

Music Performance. 3 p.m. at
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. Eclipse Chamber Orchestra
performs romantic favorites. Free
reception follows. $25/adult; $20/
senior; $5/student. 703-635-2770 for
tickets.

Bridge Club. 4 p.m. at Sherwood
Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Teens and adults of all
levels can play. Free. 703-765-3645.

MONDAY/FEB. 16
 Birthday Celebration. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

at Mount Vernon Estate. Celebrate
George Washington’s birthday with
free admission, music, parade and
more. Visit.MountVernon.org or 703-
780-2000.

Meet Young George Washington.
11 a.m. at the Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St. Learn about his life
from 1732-1760 and then ask
questions. Free. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org or 703-
838-4994.

Friendship Veterans Fire Engine
Association Breakfast. 9 a.m. at
Holiday Inn Hotel, 625 First St. $25/
person. Benefits Friendship Veterans
Fire Engine Association. Visit
www.washingtonbirthday.net or 703-
751-6416.

Encampment and Re-Enactment.
10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Fort Ward Park,
4301 W. Braddock Road. Partake in
activities, see demonstrations, hear
music and more. Visit www.1va.org.

TUESDAY/FEB. 17
 Time for 2s. 10 a.m. at Beatley

Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
24-36 months. Free. Registration
required, 703-519-5900.

Stories and Songs. 10 a.m. or 11 a.m.
at Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children ages 0-
4 years. Free. 703-838-4566.

Tuesday Tots. 11 a.m. at Burke
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 2-3. Free. 703-519-
5900.

Author Meeting. Author Betty B.
Shepard will discuss her books at
Pema’s Restaurant. Free. 703-960-
4973 for time.

Little Valentines. 10:30 a.m. at
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Children ages
13-23 months can enjoy activities,
stories and more. Free. Registration
required, 703-339-4610.

Mother-Daughter Book Group. 7
p.m. at John Marshall Library, 6209
Rose Hill Drive. Children ages 9-11
can enjoy a discussion. Free. Call for
title. 703-971-0010.

Evening Book Discussion. 7:30 p.m.
at Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Adults discuss
“Three Cups of Tea” by Greg
Mortenson. Free. 703-339-4610.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 18
 Book Discussion. 7 p.m. at Duncan

Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Discuss “So Long, See You
Tomorrow” by William Maxwell.
Free. 703-838-4566.

Pajama Story Time. 7 p.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Children ages 3-6. Free. 703-838-
4566.

Pajama Party. 7 p.m. at Burke Library,
4701 Seminary Road. Children ages
3-6. Free. 703-519-5900.

Small Wonders. 10:15 a.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Children ages 13-23 months.
Free. Registration required, 703-971-
0010.

Book Group. 7:15 p.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Free. Call for title. 703-971-
0010.

THURSDAY/FEB. 19
 Book Discussion. 7 p.m. at Beatley

Library, 5005 Duke St. Discuss

“Interpreter of Maladies” by Jhumpa
Lahiri. Free. 703-931-3559.

Story Time. 10 a.m. or 3 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5. Free. 703-519-
5900.

Mother Goose Time. 10 a.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children ages
12-24 months. Free. 703-838-4566.

Thursday Story Time. 11 a.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Ages 3-5. Free.
703-838-4566.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Wilburn Auditorium, 7630 Telegraph
Road. Hayfield Secondary presents
“The Pajama Game.” $10/person.
Visit www.hayfielddrama.com or
703-924-7400.

FRIDAY/FEB. 20
 Music Performance. 8 p.m. at

Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. The United States Air Force
Band Chamber series plays music for
the trombone. Free. Visit
www.usafband.af.mil or 202-767-
5658.

Time for 2s. 10 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
24-36 months. Free. Registration
required, 703-519-5900.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Wilburn Auditorium, 7630 Telegraph
Road. Hayfield Secondary presents
“The Pajama Game.” $10/person.
Visit www.hayfielddrama.com or
703-924-7400.

F is for February. 10:30 a.m. at
Sherwood Regional Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Children ages
3-5 enjoy stories and activities. Free.
Registration required, 703-765-3645.

Lunch Bunch. Noon at John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive. Birth
to age 5 enjoy stories. Registration
required, 703-971-0010.

SATURDAY/FEB. 21
 Lecture. 11 a.m. at Black History

Museum, 902 Wythe St. Learn about
harvesting, preparation and
consumption of foods of enslaved
Virginians. Free. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org or 703-
838-4356.

Magestic Eagles. 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m.
at Mason Neck State Park, 7301 High
Point Road, Lorton. Observe these
birds and learn about their lives.
Free. 703-339-2385.

Propagation Series. 9:30 a.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Learn how to make a
light stand. $55/all supplies
provided. 703-642-5173 to register.

Saturday Stories. 10:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke ST. All
ages. Registration required, 703-519-
5900.

Saturday Stories. 2 p.m. at Burke
Library, 4701 Seminary Road. All
ages. Free. 703-519-5900.
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Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner

Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated

The Best in Senior Living

703-243-4300
Call Today

• Rents Starting at $950
• All Utilities Included
• And Just Two Blocks from Ballston Metro
• Frost-Free Refrigerator
• Underground Garage Parking
• Spacious Kitchens and Bathrooms
• Wellness Programs
• Full-Time Social Services Coordinator
• Prices are Subject to Change

4300 N. Carlin Springs Road, Arlington, VA 22203

Offering
Starting at 55 years

THE CARLIN

Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage
the patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for
surgery. I regard him as one of the premier dentists in the
non-surgical management of TMJ Disorders.”
—Dr. Joseph Arzadon

“Very professional environment, excellent level of service,
up-to-date dental technology.” — Anne

“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my
concerns seriously.” — Mary 

“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop
relationships with  your patients.” — Kim

“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat
your patients with respect and courtesy in a way that  is
extremely rare.” — Nancy

Trusted Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.

Cosmetic Dental Services:
• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• In Office Whitening
• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually
  painless anesthesia

Unique Dental Services:
• Dental Sleep Appliance
• Computer Preview of New Smile

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere
• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
   during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with
  Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
  Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile
  Magazine & TMJ News-n-Views

Testimonials
Michael B. Rogers, DDS

Dennis J. Holly, DMD
4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDental.com

Letters

and auto sectors, but the ques-
tion remains, won’t that just cre-
ate “zombie debtors?” And then
there are those that call for “close
and disburse,” flippant at best and
laying bare an “everything is dis-
posable” and perhaps generational
view. To play on the words of
Ronald Reagan, during whose ad-
ministration this trend for mercan-
tile Meccas truly blossomed, tear
down that mall! But what about
recycling? Rather than remodeling
in foolish anticipation that the
good times will return sometime
soon, local example Fair Oaks Mall
in Fairfax, Va., or following the
suggestion for demolition and
diaspora, owners should convert
their big boxes, as long as they are
structurally sound, into mixed use.
Some tenants, mostly anchors,
actually own the land their stores
are located on, so they most likely
aren’t going anywhere, and to aug-
ment their lagging sales, they
could “landlord” lesser but still
viable tenants in a mutual symbi-
otic relationship, an acceleration
of the store within a store concept.
Sears, Macy’s and Nordstrom
come to mind as good candidates
for such “nationwide nesting
dolls.” As for the rest of the space
— and there will be plenty of it

with high profile liquidations,
bankruptcies and store closings
being announced almost daily —
it’s already retrofitted for individu-
alized plumbing, so make a back
room a bathroom and convert
some of it into affordable housing
under 1000 sq. ft. per unit, and
let the balance be allocated to a
downsized retail presence, includ-
ing grocery stores, to offices, and
even for public use. The one thing
malls have is plenty of parking, a
plus, so the owners need to get
creative to fill up those spaces.
Think “outside the box,” no pun
intended. The flailing and now
dividendless General Growth
Companies has had an upscale
version of this concept — luxury
condos, theater, etc. — planned for
Landmark Mall in Alexandria, for
years. Now is the time for that
company, and others, to imple-
ment it, but following my sugges-
tion.

Mall owners would then have a
reliable base income from which
to service their debt and the prop-
erties would be transformed from
“one stop shopping” into “one stop
living” and would be much better
integrated into the community as
a citizen, a diverse job engine, and
as a complement to those stores
that stayed in the area but perhaps

fled back to the lower rents of
“Main Street.” And in accord with
that tradition of days seemingly
gone by, the emphasis for all re-
tailers going forward should be on
delivering customer service and
value, not on updating ugly exter-
nal facades that enclose ornate
and ostentatious orbs of
overstimulation, because Obama
merchandise aside, current eco-
nomic conditions ensure that the
former hoards of faithful happy
feet have exited the building for
the foreseeable future.

As for the cultural impact, more
specifically the effect on the teen
culture, there was a time not so
long ago when we did not have to
purchase a lot of “things” or go on
an excursion “somewhere” to
amuse ourselves. What has now
become close to a full time job,
entertainment was simple and in-
expensive. “Party of one” and fam-
ily-centered activities were com-
monplace, and in my memory,
most retail establishments were
not open on Sundays. In that vein,
the pall of the call of the mall may
be the greatest gift to the young
and the restless — the rediscov-
ery of relatives and a stripped self.
Even recession has a silver lining.

Karen Ann DeLuca
Alexandria

From Page 11

It is
neither
wealth
nor
splendor,
but tran-
quility
and
occupa-
tion,
which
give hap-
piness.

—Thomas
Jefferson
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E-mail: biotechprogram@georgetown.edu
Website: http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

BIOTECHNOLOGY
One year program with rolling admission

Fall 2009 deadline is July 1, 2009

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

45OFF
Any Complete

Refinishing Project$
WINTER SPECIAL! America’s preferred refinisher

since 1979!

Don’t Replace It -

Refinish it!

Completely restore your

BATHTUBS
WALL TILES OR COUNTERTOPS

to just like new for up to 75% less than replacing!

Miracle Method®

SURFACE RESTORATION

www.MiracleMethod.com

Offer good through March 31, 2009 Call today for a free estimate.

703-738-4801

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

Taylor Run
CHAMPAGNE WITH SAINTS

The Alumni Association of Saint Stephen’s
and Saint Agnes School rolled up its sleeves
and produced another successful antique
show, with a champagne party to refresh

Old Town
THE BIG FRIDGE - ‘Towners, we’ve got
another budding controversy under way in
our old port city. Some ‘Towners are already
calling the issue the world’s most expen-
sive ice box. But I’m getting ahead of my-
self.

If you’ve lived here for at least 10 min-
utes you know about Gadsby’s Tavern at the
corner of N. Royal and Cameron streets. The
glorious structure, actually two buildings,
is as important to Old Town as any build-
ing in town and can match them in history
and eloquence.

George Washington was known to have
lodged and/or dined there as early as 1755
and as late, at least, as 1775. Our country’s
father also often reviewed his (our) troops
from the front stairs of Gadsby’s, on N.
Royal. And, it is said, our first president
probably quaffed a pint or two at Gadsby’s
at one of the many birth night balls that
took place — even if his presence was more
ethereal than real.

What probably isn’t so well known is that
the ice well serving the tavern with (what
else) stored ice was installed beneath the
sidewalk around the corner from Gadsby’s
on Cameron in 1793. That ice well today
still rests there and is a wonderful target of
curiosity from passersby, especially children.

A plan is afoot to “freshen up” the ice well,
to more prominently promote its place in
Old Town history. I’m told that this is the
source of the budding controversy. People

who are interested in Gadsby’s and what it
means should take a look at the “freshen
up” plan that will come before the Board of
Architectural Review on Feb.18.

Proponents say the ice well is part of our
living history. It should be spruced up and
enlarged to attract more visitors. Opponents
say the spruce up as now envisioned is too
large, obtrusive and expensive and certainly
not worth the estimated $300,000 it would
cost.

Architectural plans, available at City Hall,
portray a museum-like site of railings edged
by huge, white glass panels suggesting
chunks of ice. A viewing area suggests what
the creators of the plan say would foster a
“better visitor experience.”

‘Towners, am I missing something here?
A $300,000 “better visitor experience” when
so many of our old masterpieces of colo-
nial architecture are dying for more public
funding help to survive. This entire project,
while well-intended, is indeed obtrusive, at
least in the opinion of your friendly neigh-
borhood correspondent.

And I think Gen. Washington would
agree.

— Bob Feldkamp

Neighborhoods

the exhausted shoppers.
The show raises funds for the scholarship

fund, which is no doubt why the board
members of the Alumni Association turned
out so splendidly.

Board members present were Sophie
Campagne-Ibareq with Duncan Burns;
Belinda Collins with Tony Collins; Jennifer
Mason Halsted with David Halsted; Don
Lefeve; Eleanor Maguire with Bill Maguire;
Melissa New; Kelly Newton; Nancy Rogland
with Jack Perkins, and Kat Peters.

The Board of Governors was also repre-
sented by Lesley and Ian Markham and
Catie and Steven Peterson.

PARENTAL SUPPORT
Among the many parents of past and cur-

rent students were Fran and Grant Redmon.
Fran, a former member of the Virginia Com-
mission for the Arts, was complaining that
the Alexandria Women’s Commission had
once more omitted the Arts Award from the
Woman to Woman awards.  I agreed with
her.

Grant was kindly carrying glasses of
champagne for thirsty people.

Long-time supporter Elizabeth Hooff was

there with son Charles and daughter-in-law
Carolyn.

Jackie and David Mason, Susan Pollard
with her husband and two guests, Anna and
Bob Von Eigen, Joan U. Smith, and Sherley
and Craig Ketih were other parents support-
ing the school.

HISTORIC SETTING
Among the alumnae mingling in Lloyd

House, the venerable building which once
held the whole school, were Caroline
Abshire Hall, Daniel Haney, Caroline and
Hynson H. Marvel III, Ann and William
Webb, and Christine and David Mason.

Among the many other guests were Head-
mistress Joan Ogilvy Holden, Greg Nemetz
and Bob VeltKamp, Carol Raney, Commu-
nications Director Amy Swindell, Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Baldwin, and some of the
record number of exhibitors.

One of them, who had come from Provi-
dence, R.I., was pleased that a party awaited
him after the trip.

“This is one of the best shows on the East
Coast,” he told me.

— Lois Kelso Hunt

T.C. Williams High School English teacher
Alexander Duncan III wrote “Bridging the Gap:
The Journey Towards Self-Restoration and Inward
Repair.” It is currently for sale. 703-824-6800.

Maria Christopher Bursenos, owner of
Christopher’s Flowers in Alexandria, was chosen as
the official florist of the Martin Luther King, Jr.

breakfast and luncheon at the J.W. Marriot Hotel.

Linda D. Rabbitt, chief executive officer, Rand
Construction Corporation, Alexandria, was ap-
pointed as a Class C director of the Federal Reserve
Bank of Richmond’s Board of Directors, effective
Jan. 1.  board for a three-year term.

People Notes
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Sports

See Dow, Page 27

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette Packet

H
e lists them off so
nonchalantly, it’s a
wonder people even

consider them records anymore.
But there was T.C. Williams senior
Larry Dow detailing the various
school records he has broken the
past two seasons in an almost
monotone voice at last Saturday’s
Patriot District Swim and Dive
Championships.

“200 (individual medley), re-

broke that record today, got the
100 free(style record) and 100
butterfly (record) this year, and I
already have the 100 back(stroke)
and 200 free(style) records from
last year,” said Dow.

“That’s Larry, just very low key
about his achievements,” said Ti-
tans coach Brett Eanes.

There was nothing subdued
about what Dow did against the
rest of the district. The senior was
the most impressive of all the Ti-
tans, winning the district title and
setting a new school record in the

200-meter IM, nabbing second
place and setting another school
record in the 100-meter butterfly,
and helping T.C. Williams to a
fifth-place finish in the 200-yard
freestyle relay. As a team, the Ti-
tan boys finished seventh, while
the girls finished in sixth place.

Dow said the motivation for his
record-setting time in the 100 fly
came at a dual meet a couple
weeks ago when he narrowly
missed the then-record time. His
frenetic pace in the 200-meter IM
was all a matter of kicking it into
a higher gear with the prospect of
a close race at hand.

“I was expecting a close race in
the 200 IM, I wasn’t expecting to
win by a whole lot,” said Dow, who

emerged victorious in that race by
nearly five seconds and was the
only swimmer to break two min-
utes with a time of 1:58.25.

Even though he broke some
records a year ago, Dow thinks he
has gotten bigger since then, add-
ing about 15 pounds to his frame
without much weightlifting.

But adding to his considerable
resume will be tough now. The
only school record Dow doesn’t
hold that he could conceivably
reach is in the 50-yard freestyle —
an event he won’t swim at the
Northern Region Championships
this Saturday at Oak Marr Rec
Center.

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette Packet

H
aving broken track record af-
ter track record the past few
years, nothing should surprise
T.C. Williams senior Tynita

Butts anymore. Last Saturday at the Patriot
District Indoor Track Championships looked
to be more of the same with Butts ho-hum-
ming her way to two more record-setting
performances.

But it was another first-place finish that
had the superstar talking about an accom-
plishment she “never thought would hap-
pen.” In winning the 300-meter dash in a
time of 42.91 seconds, Butts went under
the 43-second barrier for the first time in
her career.

It was an example of the hard work the
talented sprinter and jumper has been put-
ting in of late. Good news for her but an
even worse realization for the rest of the
competition.

“My work ethic is getting way better,” said
Butts, who holds just about every track and
field record in T.C. Williams history. “I’m not
as lazy as I used to be. I don’t rely on my
natural talent anymore. … I don’t skip prac-
tice no more. I used to because I didn’t feel
like going. I’d be like, ‘Nah, my shins are
bothering me.’ I used to make up excuses,
but that’s all over. It’s my last year and I’d
rather go out strong.”

She certainly made the rest of the Patriot
District aware of her intentions last week-
end, winning four events — two of which
came in meet record time — and placing
third in another to help the T.C. Williams
girl’s track and field team to a third-place

finish overall.
Specifically her 5-foot-6 and

a half mark in the high jump
and 19-foot mark in the long
jump set Patriot District Cham-
pionship records, although
both could have been wiped
out by an even larger margin.
Butts said she was disap-
pointed with her high jump,
calling 5-feet-8 inches her
“standard.”

And her win in the 55-meter
dash (7.27 seconds) is even
more impressive when fac-
tored with her sore shins,
which really started bothering
her in the 4x400-meter relay
— her lone loss of the after-
noon, if there is such a thing.

Throw in a new weapon in
her arsenal of races and there’s
no telling how many more
records Butts will take down by the end of
this season.

“By regionals, I think you’re going to see

a 300 you won’t believe with her,” said
coach Marshall Edmonds. “She knows it’s
in her.”

BUTTS WASN’T the only
standout for the Titans,
though, whose boy’s team fin-
ished in fifth place overall. In
addition to its superstar, the
T.C. Williams girls also got
strong performances from se-
nior Latona Jackson (2nd place
shot put) and senior Erika
Weidman (2nd place 1000-
meter run).

On the boy’s side of the
equation, the Titans got off
to a slow start, but were
buoyed by senior Pierre
Espinoza’s first-place finish
in the shot put. Then the
4x200-meter relay team of
senior Reward Asonye,
sophomore Oliver Jones, se-
nior Rushane Wilson, and
senior Marc Grosser upset
Hayfield with a t ime of
1:36.82 in a very tight race.

“That was a catalyst,” said
Edmonds. “It snapped the
whole team up.”

Grosser also placed second
in the boy’s high jump and
was a part of the Titans’ first-
place 4x400-meter relay team
alongside seniors Yasir
Hussein and Spencer Bailey
and junior William Murphy.
Asanye went on to take sec-
ond in the boy’s 55-meter
dash.

T.C. Williams and Butts now
move onto the Northern Re-
gion Championships, which
are scheduled for Feb. 21 on
the campus of George Mason
University.

— Sports Editor Jason Mackey contrib-
uted to this article.

Senior sets two Patriot District
records, adds to growing
collection of wins.

Butts Breaks Through at District Championships

T.C. Williams senior Tynita Butts set a Patriot District
Championship meet record in the long jump, winning
the event with a mark of 19-feet exactly. It was one of
two records she set last Saturday.

“My work ethic is
getting way
better, I don’t rely
on my natural
talent anymore.”

— T.C. Williams senior
Tynita Butts
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T.C. Williams senior gets two more
school records at swimming districts.

At Swimming Districts, Dow Is Wow

T.C. Williams senior Larry
Dow set two school
records in the 200-yard IM
and the 100-yard butterfly
at last Saturday’s Patriot
District Swim and Dive
Championships.
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Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or  mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com
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TRUSTEE'S SALE

OF VALUABLE

IMPROVED REAL ESTATE

Improved by the premises known as

7607 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria, Virginia

In execution of a Deed of Trust from Betty Gray-Vagt and Kevin Vagt, dated March 3, 2006, 
and recorded March 14, 2006, in Deed Book 18286 at page 436 among the Land Records of Fair-
fax County, Virginia, the undersigned substitute trustee will offer for sale at public auction at the 
front entrance of the Judicial Center for Fairfax County, at 4110 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax, Virgin-
ia, on

Tuesday, February 17, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. 

the following property being the property contained in said Deed of Trust, described as follows:

Lot 4, Block 1, Wellington Heights, as the same appears duly dedicated, platted and recorded in 
Deed Book 701 at page 288, among the Land Records of Fairfax County, Virginia.

Commonly known as 7607 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria, Virginia 22308.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $60,000.00 or ten percent (10%) of the sale price, whichev-
er amount is less, in the form of cash or its equivalent will be required of the purchaser at the time 
and place of sale; the balance of the purchase money being due and payable within fifteen (15) 
days after sale, time expressly being of the essence, with interest at the rate of 3.75 percent per 
annum from date of sale to date of settlement. Provided, however, that if the holder of the secured 
promissory note is the successful bidder at the sale, no cash deposit shall be required, and part of 
or the entire indebtedness, including interest and costs, secured by the Deed of Trust, may be set 
off against the purchase price. 

Any defaulting purchaser shall forfeit the deposit and stand the risk and cost of resale.

Sale shall be made subject to all existing easements and restrictive covenants as the same 
may lawfully affect the real estate. Sale is further subject to mechanic's and/or materialman's liens 
of record and not of record. The property will be sold subject to all conditions, covenants, restric-
tions, rights of redemption of federal lienholders or encumbrances, and agreements of record af-
fecting the same, if any.

In the event the undersigned trustee is unable to convey to the purchaser good title, then 
purchaser's sole and exclusive remedy shall be in the refund of the deposit paid at the time of sale.

The subject property and all improvements thereon will be sold in "as is" condition without 
warranty of any kind. Purchaser shall be responsible for any and all building and/or zoning code vi-
olations whether of record or not of record, as well as for all unpaid and enforceable homeowners' 
or condominium owners' association dues and assessments, if any. Purchaser also shall be re-
sponsible for obtaining possession of the property at his/her expense. Purchaser shall assume the 
risk of loss and shall be responsible for any damage, vandalism, theft, destruction, or the like, of or 
to the property occurring after the time of sale. Conveyance will be by special warranty deed. Con-
veyancing, recording, transfer taxes, notary fees, examination of title, state stamps, and all other 
costs of conveyance are to be at the expense of purchaser. State and local taxes, public charges, 
and special or regular assessments, if any, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and thereafter shall 
be assumed by the purchaser.

The undersigned trustee unconditionally reserves the right: (i) to waive the deposit require-
ment; (ii) to approve or disapprove the creditworthiness of any bidder and/or purchaser; (iii) to with-
draw the property from sale at any time prior to termination of the bidding; (iv) to extend the time for 
bidding; (v) to reject any or all bids; (vi) to postpone or set over the date or time of sale; and (vii) to 
extend the period of time for settlement hereunder.

Additional terms and conditions of sale may be announced at the time of sale.
DAVID N. PRENSKY

Substitute Trustee

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
David N. Prensky
Chasen & Chasen
5225 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. #500
Washington, D.C. 20015
(202) 244-4000

Legal Notices Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Dahab Beyene trading as Cafe Aurora, Inc, 50 
S. Pickett St, unit 24, Alexandria, VA 22304. 
The above establishment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Beer and Wine on 
premises license to sell or manufacture 

alcoholic beverages. Dahab Beyene, owner. 

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING DEPARTMENT

REQUEST FOR CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP 
AND/OR MINOR AMENDMENT

The applicants listed below have requested a 
special use permit for a change of ownership.
The Director of Planning and Zoning may ap-
prove the permits unless a request that the ap-
plication be forwarded to City Council is re-
ceived by March 5, 2009.

For information about this application, call 703-
838-4666 or write to the Alexandria Department 
of Planning and Zoning, Room 2100, City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

SPECIAL USE PERMIT # 2009-0007
ADDRESS: 3127 Colvin Street
Request for a minor amendment

Applicant: Ahmad Mirza

TRUSTEE’S SALE OF 

3134 Clayborne Avenue

Alexandria, VA 22306

In execution of a Deed of Trust from Jose Flores 
to Stephen Scott Barr and Deborah Cutchins 
dated September 30, 2005, and recorded in the 
Clerk's Office of the Circuit Court for Fairfax 
County, Virginia in Deed Book 17823, Page 
453, securing $584,000.00, H & E Services, 
Inc., a Virginia corporation and the undersigned 
trustee, will offer for sale at public auction real 
property located at 3134 Clayborne Avenue, 
Alexandria, VA 22306 and known as Lots 18 
and 19, Block 5, Groveton Heights, and more 
thoroughly described in the aforesaid Deed of 
Trust. The sale will take place at the main en-
trance to the Circuit Court for Fairfax County, 
Virginia on Friday the 20th day of February, 
2009, at 8:30 a.m.

Terms: Cash. A deposit in the form of cash or 
certified funds payable to the Trustee in the 
amount of $10,000.00 or 10% of the successful 
bid, whichever is lower, shall be required of the 
successful bidder at the time of sale before the 
bidding will be closed. The purchaser shall 
have fifteen (15) days from the date of sale to 
tender the balance of the purchase price to the 
Substitute Trustee in cash or certified funds.
Additional terms of sale may be announced pri-
or to the sale.

H & E SERVICES, INC.
Substitute Trustee

For further particulars, apply to:

John R. Griffin
116 Defense Highway, Suite 300
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-7047
(301) 261-8800

Alexandria Board of Architectural Review
Parker-Gray District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

====================================
=========================

A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria 
Board of Architectural
Review on WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 
2009 begining at 7:30 PM in Council
Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia
on the following applications:

The Board will hold a work session on the 

Public Hearing will be held by the City Council 
of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council 
Chambers, City Hall, City of Alexandria, Virgin-
ia, on Saturday, February 21, 2009, at 10:30 
a.m., or as soon thereafter as may be heard on 
the hereinafter described items.

******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain the 
1992 Master Plan (2008 ed.) of the City of Alex-
andria, Virginia, by adopting and incorporating 
therein the amendment heretofore approved by 
city council to such master plan as Master Plan 
Amendment No. 2008-0007 and no other 
amendments, and to repeal all provisions of the 
said master plan as may be inconsistent with 
such amendment.

The proposed ordinance accomplishes the final 
adoption of Master Plan Amendment No. 2008-
0007 to change the land use designation of the 
property at 520 South Van Dorn Street and 631, 
641 South Pickett Street, from General Com-
mercial to Mixed Use, and the proposed zoning 
designation of said property from I/Industrial and 
CG/Commercial General to CDD/ Coordinated 
Development District, and to increase the appli-
cable height limitation from 50 feet to 60 feet.

******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Sheet 
No. 67.02 of the “Official Zoning Map, Alexan-
dria, Virginia,” adopted by Section 1-300 (OFFI-
CIAL ZONING MAP AND DISTRICT BOUNDA-
RIES), of the City of Alexandria Zoning Ordi-
nance, by rezoning the property at 520 South 
Van Dorn Street and 631, 641 South Pickett 
Street from I/Industrial and CG/Commercial 
General to CDD/ Coordinated Development Dis-
trict, in accordance with the said zoning map 
amendment heretofore approved by city council 
as Rezoning No. 2008-0002.

The proposed ordinance accomplishes the final 
adoption of Rezoning No. 2008-0002, to rezone 
the property at 520 South Van Dorn Street and 
631, 641 South Pickett Street from I/Industrial 
and CG/Commercial General to CDD/ Coordi-
nated Development District.

******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Table I 
(COORDINATED DEVELOPMENT DIS-

TRICTS) of Section 5-602(A), under Section 5-
600 (CDD/COORDINATED DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICTS0, by adding thereto a new CDD No. 
17 (LANDMARK GATEWAY), and to amend 
and reordain Sheets 067.02-02-05, 067.02-02-
06 and 067.02-02-07 of the “Official Zoning 
Map, Alexandria Virginia,” adopted by Section 
1-300 (OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AND DIS-
TRICT BOUNDARIES), to designate land zoned 
CDD No. 17, all of heretofore approved by city 
council as Text Amendment No. 2008-0009 and 
Rezoning No. 2008-0002.

The proposed ordinance accomplishes the final 
adoption of Text Amendment No. 2008-0009 
and Rezoning No. 2008-0002, to establish a 
new CDD No. 17, for approximately 274,945 
square feet of land known as 520 South Van 
Dorn Street, and 631 & 641 South Pickett 
Street; Zoning and Tax Map Parcel Nos. 
067.02-02-05,067.02-02-06 and 067.02-02-07.

******

PUBLIC HEARING on a report on the feasibility 
of redeveloping the old Safeway site located at 
the intersection of Mt. Vernon Avenue and West 
Glebe Road, 221 West Glebe Road.

******

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMEND-
MENTS OR ADDITIONS MAY BE MADE TO 
PROPOSED ORDINANCES WITHOUT FUR-
THER PUBLICATION. IT IS RECOMMENDED 
THAT PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF 
THESE ORDINANCES OBTAIN FREE FULL-
TEXT COPIES FROM THE CITY CLERK AT 
CITY HALL. JACKIE M. HENDERSON, CMC, 
CITY CLERK

Legal Notices Legal Notices

Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

James Bland redevelopment project
immediately following the adjournment of the 
Regular Public Meeting in the City Council
Work 
room.

CASE BAR2009-0010
Request for approval of alterations at 630 N. 
Columbus St, zoned RB Residential
APPLICANT: James A. Merklinger

CASE BAR2009-0012
Request for approval of demolition/
encapsulation at 426 N. Alfred St, zoned
RB Residential
APPLICANT: Mo Mouahed

CASE BAR2009-0013
Request for approval of addition/alterations at 
426 N. Alfred St, zoned RB Residential
APPLICANT: Mo Mouahed

Information about the above item(s) may be 
obtained from the Department of
Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King
Street, 
Room 2100, Alexandria,
Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 838-4666

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court Department

WORCESTER, Division  

Docket No 09D0101DV1

Divorce/Separate Support Summons 
By Publication

Marc E. Wiles, Plaintiff
v

Elizabeth A. Skokowski, Defendant
To the above named Defendant:

A Complaint has been presented to this Court 
by the Plaintiff, Marc E. Wiles, seeking a di-
vorce.
An automatic Restraining Order has been en-
tered in this matter preventing you from taking 
any action which would negatively impact the 
current financial status of either party.
Please refer to the Supplemental Probate Court 
Rule 411 for more information. 
You are required to serve upon the attorney for 
plaintiff, Jeffrey A. Cozzolino, who address is 51 
Union Street, Suite G10, Worcester, Massachu-
setts 01608 your answer on or before May 5, 
2009. If you fail to do so, the court will proceed 
to the hearing and adjudication of this action. 
You are also required to file a copy of your an-
swer in the office of the Register of this Court at 
WORCESTER. 
Witness, Denise Meagher, Esquire, First Justice 
of said Court at Worcester, this 30th day of 
January, 2009. 

Stephen G. Abraham
Register of Probate Court

From Page 4

News

School Board Cuts, Adds
exandria has the smallest elemen-
tary school class sizes in the re-
gion. Yet last year’s standardized
testing results revealed that white
students were the only subgroup
that met federal standards under
No Child Left Behind. Every other
subgroup failed to meet the mini-
mum standards — including black
students, Hispanic students, disad-
vantaged students, students who
speak limited English and students
with disabilities. Sherman and
board members said their budget
attempts to address the achieve-
ment gap by mainstreaming spe-
cial-education students and those
who speak English as a second lan-
guage, buying science instruction
kits and providing more time for
teachers to plan.

“This budget is really a roadmap
to increasing student achieve-
ment,” said School Board member
Eileen Rivera, who has announced

that she will not seek reelection
this year. “I believe this board
came together like we’ve never
come together before.”

Part of the challenge for the
school division in the coming year
will be to operate with less money
and more students. Total enroll-
ment is up 703 students since last
October, which represents an in-
crease of 7 percent increase over
last year. School officials say that’s
an increase higher than any other
division in Virginia, a trend that’s
expected to add 12 percent to the
total student population over the
next five years.

“The high enrollment numbers
affect more than just classroom
teachers, they affect the whole sys-
tem,” said Alexandria PTA Coun-
cil Melynda Wilcox in November
after the figures were released. “It
means that the school psycholo-
gists have a higher caseload and
the music teachers will have to
teach additional classes.”

Cefaratti said he thinks a Re-
publican perspective could
provide a balance to city gov-
ernment, countering the all-
Democratic membership of the
City Council. As an example,
Cefaratti said he would not
have voted to extend the hours
of operation at the Virginia
Paving asphalt plant. Back in
2005, the council narrowly
approved a new special-use
permit extending the hours of
operation on a four-to-three
vote. If he had been on the
council at the time, Cefaratti
said, he would have voted
against the new special-use
permit.

“I would have supported re-
stricting the operation to sun-
light hours,” said Cefaratti.
“The people at Cameron Sta-
tion and Summer’s Grove
should not have to put up with
an intensification of industrial
use in their neighborhood.”

From Page 4

Candidates
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From Page 25

Sports

See Sport Briefs,  Page 30

Dow Sets Two More School Records

Eanes is thinking about having him race the first
leg of the 200-yard freestyle relay this week in order
to get a split that could possibly cement the legacy
of his star swimmer.

“I just let him do his thing when he gets in the
water,” said Eanes. “He’s pretty much re-written the
record board in terms of the individual events.”

ASIDE FROM DOW, T.C. Williams had three other
boys and six girls qualify for this week’s regional
meet. On the boy’s side, senior Patrick Cox quali-
fied with a fifth-place finish in the 500-yard freestyle
and was joined by Dow, sophomore Karl Staudinger,

and freshman Mitchell Youmans on the Titans’ 200-
yard freestyle relay that will also compete this week-
end.

The girls were led by their three impressive relays
that all qualified for the action at Oak Marr this week-
end. Seniors Mia Brown and Linzi Burstein teamed
with freshman Abigail Cox and junior Joyvell Henry
as part of the Titans’ fifth-place 200-yard medley relay
team. Henry and Brown also were a part of T.C. Wil-
liams’ fifth-place showing in the 200-yard freestyle
relay alongside junior Ruth Stockdale and sophomore
Emily Leidolf.

In addition, Abigail Cox will compete in the 100-
yard breaststroke at regionals after finishing with a
time of 1:11.60 last weekend.

Episcopal Tops
St. Stephen’s/
St.Agnes

In an all-Alexandria showdown
last Saturday afternoon, the Epis-
copal boy’s basketball team took
down rival St. Stephen’s/St.
Agnes, 63-46, in IAC league play.

After an evenly played first half,
the Maroon used a 13-4 run after
halftime to open up a 12-point
lead and never looked back. Se-
nior Given Kalipinde led Episco-

pal with a double-double (16
points and 10 rebounds), while
fellow senior Yao Sithole added in
15 points and seven rebounds.

In particular, Episcopal (12-6
overall, 6-3 IAC) dominated play
down low, outrebounding the
Saints by a 37-29 margin. The
game was a make-up of a sched-
uled Jan. 27 contest that was post-
poned due to inclement weather.
Each team played the day prior,
Friday, with the Saints defeating
St. Alban’s and Episcopal losing to
Georgetown Prep.

“We knew we had to come out
and play very aggressive, play very
tough, and whether or not shots
were falling, we wanted to make
sure we got good shots,” said Epis-
copal coach Jim Fitzpatrick.

Juniors Jack Hamilton (11
points, nine rebounds) and Rich-
ard Pastorino (13 points) paced St.
Stephen’s/St. Agnes (8-13, 3-6),
which also lost to Landon Tuesday
night.

Sports Briefs

Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

ClassifiedClassifiedZone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroads is a premier
CCRC located in Falls Church, VA.  We cur-

rently have the following CNA openings:

Certified Nursing Assistant
Full Time 7-3 and 3-11 shifts
Full Time Split Shift 7-3/3-11

Requirements:
VA CNA license

1 year skilled care experience

We offer generous FT benefits including tuition
assistance, PTO, 401(k), and more.

Apply online at
www.goodwinhouse.org         EOE

Adoptive Parent Liaison
Part time

Hourly position in the Adoptive Family 
Preservation program of the Alexandria 
office of UMFS. Experience as an adop-
tive parent and BS degree required. Case 
management, advocacy, support, co-fa-
cilitation of groups and administrative 
support to adoptive families. Professio-
nal supervision, training and the oppor-
tunity to work with a leading non-profit 
VA human services agency. Apply online 
at www.umfs.org EOE

F/T ADMIN ASSIST
Experience w/Microsoft Word, Outlook 
& Databasing.  Fax resume and salary 

requirements: 703-360-5439 or email: 

info@ploutispainting.com

GREAT JOB OPPORTUNITY

Work at Historic Mount Vernon
Part-Time  Tour Guide positions 

available
Call or email: Gail Cassidy 

703-799-8610
gcassidy@mountvernon.org

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

LAB TECH/MEDICAL ASS’T
Busy Alexandria pediatric office 
seeks FT lab tech/MA.  Must have 
good drawing skills. Fax resume to 
Lee-Ann at 703-914-5494 or call 
703-914-8989 ext 128.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS
Earn up to $150/day.  Undercover shoppers 
needed to judge retail and dining establish-
ments.  Exp. not req’d.   Call: 877-737-7506 

Fee with credit card required. 

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

���� NOW HIRING ����

Pool Cleaners

Supervisors
Construction Helpers
Call: 703-321-7040

www.continentalpools.com

OFFICE MANAGER
Supervise and deliver administrative 
services for a small office located in 
Alexandria, of a large non-profit human 
services agency.  Excellent organization-
al, leadership and computer skills, as 
well as undergraduate degree preferred.  
Competitive salary and excellent bene-
fits.  Apply online: www.umfs.org EOE Immediate Openings. Ideal for

students/others. Customer
Sales/Svc. Flex Schedules.  All

ages 18+. Conditions apply.
Call 703-359-7600

2009 EXPANSION
$17.00 Base-Appt. Program Coordinator 

(FT w/benefits)
Woodbridge, VA area

Provide administrative oversight to 3 
residential programs supervising experi-
enced staff. Must have experience in 
program development and design, writ-
ing IPPs, case mgmt coordination and 
maintenance of Medicaid req. Req: 
Bachelors in Psych, SW, or related field 
and 5+ years exp in MRDD field. Pre-
employment  screening. EOE  M/F

Contact: vhill@voaches.org
or fax to Ms. Hill, 703-590-2948.

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CARRER TRAINING          CARRER TRAINING

CAD
Train for a career in computer-aided 
design at Westwood College. Call 

800-342-2249 today to receive your free 
Career Success Kit!

www.westwood.edu/locations

CARRER TRAINING 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Keedo Children’s Boutique in 

Alexandria for sale.  
Interested individuals please 

call:  703-768-9100

SENIOR EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

Fast growing international group is 
seeking an individual to provide execu-
tive, administrative and communications 
support to Senior Officers in its Alexan-
dria office.  The applicant should have a 
degree in business or 3 – 5 years of ad-
ministrative experience supporting Ex-
ecutive Management. The applicant 
should be highly numerate and IT liter-
ate.  They should have excellent inter-
personal and communications skills, 
both verbal and written. This position will 
offer a highly competitive compensation 
package, depending on experience.  We 
offer excellent benefits including health 
and dental insurance, 11 paid holidays, 
and a Simple IRA plan.  Please email 
your resume with salary history and re-
quirements to czimmer@shipequip.com

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects
of the newspaper business. Internships avail-
able in reporting, photography, research,
graphics. Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career. Unpaid.
Call John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or email
internship@connection
newspapers.com

Foster Care/Adoption:
Make a difference in the life of a child 

who needs you.
Be a foster or adoptive parent and help a child and  
provide a stable, loving home. Generous monthly 
stipend; 24-hour support; ongoing training provided. 
Call Phillips Teaching Homes, (703) 941-3471 ext. 

217, for more information or visit our website. 
www.phillipsprograms.org Training starts soon.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Writers Instructional Workshops
Old Town AlexandrIa, February 2 - March 1

Herndon, February 12-16 (Presidents Day Weekend) 
Leesburg, February 19-22

Instructional-motivational sessions, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Receive 
personalized writing directives and publishing help from pro-
fessionals in a positive, supportive, small-group setting.

Leesburg, March 5-8 (Christian Writers Workshop)
For information: www.itsyourlifebethere.com Or call:

(540) 454-4495 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

29 Misc. for Sale

Antique Mahogany Buffet 
completely refinished, perfect 
condition $600, Antique Wal-
nut Ladies Rocker with inlay 
detail and cane seat & back 
completely refinished $125, 
Antique Wicker Baby Buggy 
late 1800's perfect condition, 
completely refinished, has new 
lining excellent shape $250, 
Antique Maple Child's Bed 
English late 1800's, all legs 
and guard rails are turned, 
very unique piece, completely 
refinished and perfect condi-
tion $1500. Please call or 
email me for photos & info 
703-868-1461 or 
tamralea@gmail.com

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

bob@rstarcomputerman.com
703-535-3254
ComputerMan

for Individuals &
Small Businesses

PERSONAL
COMPUTER
SERVICES

✓ Advice on Equipment
✓ Set Up and Configuration
✓ Installation
✓ Troubleshooting
✓ Tutorials and Instruction
✓ General Help

110 Elderly Care

Elder Sitting for loved ones
Females only. Exc. refs

Anyday of wk. 703-719-0924

NOTICE
We deeply regret that due to space
limitations, we’re no longer able to
publish the Crossword Puzzle. We
appreciate the week-to-week com-
mitment and enthusiasm of our
loyal participants.

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Do not wish 
to be anything
but what you
are, and try 
to be that
perfectly.

-St. Francis 
de Sales

I am easily
satisfied with 
the very best.

-Winston Churchill
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ELECTRICALELECTRICALELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

ESTATE SALE 2/14/09, 8-1
2002 Hoover Lane, 22308

Items priced to sell!!

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

HAULING

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

HAULING

Results! Why,
man, I have
gotten a lot 
of results. 

I know several
thousand things
that won't work.

-Thomas A. Edison
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From Page 27

From Page 12

Schools

the Commonwealth ChalleNGe
Academy seeks to provide a
structured environment for at-
risk Virginia teens aged 16-19.
Over the course of six months,
the teens receive disciplinary
and educational instruction at
Camp Pendleton, in Virginia
Beach.  While its Web site de-
scribes it as a “quasi-military
residential program,” officials
with the program stressed that
it was not “boot camp.” The
program does not accept felons, and admis-
sion is free and voluntary.

FOR TARA WILSON, the academy
seemed like the ideal place to send her son,
Robert Locke, Jr., an 18-year-old student
with special needs.  Robert, however, was
unsure. “When he first heard it, the only
thing he said was, ‘I’m not going into any
residential program.’ I told him he had no
choice.”

Wilson recounted how on the first day,
parents and guardians waited while Col.
Thomas Early (ret.), the program’s direc-
tor, interviewed their children. Several min-
utes after Robert went in, her name was
called.

“When I went up there he
was undecided, he didn’t know,
he was nervous, so we had to
talk to the Colonel, and he
stated that a part of [Robert]
wanted to go, and a part of him
wanted to be at home. So the
Colonel talked to him, and he
finally made the decision to
stay and try.”

Despite frequent struggles,
Tara Wilson said, Robert
wound up being praised by his
group leaders for his conscien-
tiousness and willingness to

volunteer. Still, Early acknowledged the lim-
its of a program like ChalleNGe for teens in
similar situations.

“What we can do is increase his adult
basic education scores; in general it might
give him propensity to do well in adult edu-
cation,” Early said. “He can also get a letter
of recommendation for something like Job
Corps. Just the discipline, organization,
physical fitness, it gives you more self-es-
teem.”

Robert has since re-enrolled at T.C. Will-
iams, where he is in 11th grade. Wilson said
that, whatever its limits, the program did a
commendable job.

“When he went in, I didn’t know who he
was — he wasn’t my child, that I’d had,”

she said. “When he graduated, I had seen a
change. It’s still going to take time, but I
have seen a change.”

DESPITE THE ABRUPT  change in
lifestyle, Julie says she fell in love with mili-
tary-style living. While it may not have been
basic training, the cadets, as the teens are
called, must still get through a two-week
“hardcore” calisthenics regimen that in-
cludes running, push-ups, and an obstacle
course. For the rest of the program, days
begin at 5:30 a.m. with a morning fitness
regimen, after which they attend classes and
receive instruction in academic, vocational,
and “life-coping” skills such as conflict-reso-
lution and personal finance. Civics and com-
munity service are also included in the cur-
riculum.

By the end of the program, she had gone
through a transformation she likened to a
butterfly’s.

“I’d never had that [structure] before, I’d
never completed anything,” she said. “I
learned a lot living there; it helped me get
in shape, it gave me a life again. My par-
ents were really proud of me, I got all the
trust back.”

Col. Thomas Early (ret.), the program’s
director, praised Julie’s achievements,
which also included earning her GED after
moving up five grades in math and read-

ing. “She’s quite bright — she did
well,” he said. He added that they
have taken her on several recruiting
trips around the state to promote the
program.

Julie is currently attending North-
ern Virginia Community College,
and hopes to enlist in the Navy as a
nurse.  Indeed, the Academy was
just named the best of its kind by
the National Guard.  Nevertheless,
there are limits to how much such
programs can do: while 87 cadets
out of 141 graduates completed
their GED, 66 of the 207 who ini-
tially enrolled never finished the
program, whether because they
were physically unable or because
of disciplinary infractions.  The
academy appears to have had the
greatest success rate for cadets who
already displayed natural, if re-
pressed, ability before they entered
the Academy.

Students Adjust to Military-Style Instruction

“You want to be playing bet-
ter at the end of the year than at
the beginning and right now I
think we’re playing better bas-
ketball, we just didn’t play well
[Saturday],” said SSSAS coach
Kevin McClinton. “If we do a
better job on the boards I think
we’ll be all right.”

Both teams will renew ac-
quaintances again this Friday
night at St. Stephen’s/St. Agnes
when they face each other again
to close out the regular season.
The IAC tournament begins next
Tuesday.

TC Basketball
Update

The T.C. Williams boy’s basket-
ball team continued its run
through the Patriot District, de-
feating Lake Braddock Tuesday
night, 64-44. The Titans have
not lost a district game in more
than four years and can clinch
their fourth-consecutive regular-season
district title by beating Hayfield Friday
night.

Leading T.C. Williams against the Bru-
ins was senior guard Edward Jenkins,
who had a game-high 27 points. Versa-

tile forward Ryan Yates also chipped in with
a double-double of 10 points and 10 assists.

The game Friday against Hayfield will
take place at T.C. Williams and should be
one of the most exciting match-ups of the
year based on the two teams’ prior meeting
this season. It took overtime for the Titans

to squeak by Hayfield, 71-66, back on Jan.
21.

T.C. Williams (19-2 overall, 12-0 Patriot
District) begins district tournament play
next Tuesday.

Meanwhile, the Lady Titans have been
almost, if not more, impressive than their

male counterparts. With its own
60-42 victory over Lake
Braddock Tuesday, the T.C. Wil-
liams girl’s basketball team has
now won 13 straight games and
clinched the Patriot District
regular-season title in the pro-
cess.

The Lady Titans (17-4 over-
all, 13-0 Patriot District) also
begin the district playoffs next
Tuesday.

TC Wrestling
Recap

The Patriot District wrestling
tournament was held this week-
end and the team from T.C. Wil-
liams was well represented on
the winners’ podium. Leading
the charge was Omar Maknassi,
who picked up the district title
in the 112-pound weight class.
Maknassi defeated Nathan
Coburn of Hayfield, 8-6, in the
finals.

Senior Alex Gomez (145
pounds) picked up second-place

honors, while senior Brian Edwards (3rd

place 125 pounds), Jose Flores (3rd, 171
pounds), and Conor Boyle (4th place 135
pounds) all also qualified for this
weekend’s regional tournament, which
will be held at Fairfax High School.

St. Stephen’s/St. Agnes guard Richard Pastorino works his way through the traffic
during last Saturday’s boy’s basketball game against Alexandria rival Episcopal. The
Maroon defeated the Saints, 63-46.

Sports Briefs

Robert Locke, Jr.

“When he graduated,
I had seen a change.”

— Tara Wilson
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