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Joan Lewis, left, and
Betty Marie Fields
unveil Fields’ recently
completed portrait of
Frederick Douglass at
Pleasant Grove
Church’s Black History
Month program.
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News
McLean Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-917-6449 or mclean@connectionnewspapers.com

McAuliffe Opens Campaign Headquarters in McLean

Mark Lowham of West Group and John Boland join gubernatorial
candidate Terry McAuliffe at the opening of his campaign headquar-
ters on Colshire Drive last Wednesday evening. Gubernatorial candidate Terry McAuliffe talks with Arjun Jaikumar at

the opening.
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Local historian Karen Washburn talks about Pleasant Grove’s chief founder.

Revisiting History
Neighborhood learns of historic Pleasant
Grove church’s chief founder.

By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

T
he historic black church that
would be saved by a group of
McLean residents in the 1980s
was built by a very different

group of McLean residents in the 1890s.
Most of the members of the congregation
that became Pleasant Grove Church were
farmers, local historian Karen Washburn told
the small crowd that gathered at the church
for its fifth annual Black History Month pro-
gram Saturday afternoon. Most were descen-
dents of slaves and some had been slaves
themselves. None had much money.

They were led by a man named Samuel
Sharper, and Washburn, who also spoke at
last year’s program, focused this year on
Sharper’s life and his activities during the
Civil War.

SHARPER, a third-generation freedman,
was born in Loudoun and came to live in
Lewinsville on his grandparents’ farm,
Washburn said. During the Civil War, he was
an ardent Union supporter. “Some of
Samuel’s neighbors worried about how out-
spoken he was,” Washburn said, noting that,
although loyalties were divided in the re-
gion, the majority supported secession.
Sharper was known to contact Union offic-
ers and express his support.

However, just after the first battle of Bull
Run, a Confederate officer approached him
as he was working in his garden and told
him all free blacks had to serve for 60 days
in the Confederate military. Sharper was
made to drive teams for the southern forces.
After 68 days had passed, he confronted his
officers and they agreed to let him and his
fellow freedmen return to their homes. He

See Church History,  Page 9

The Potomac School debate team, James McElwain of Washington,
D.C., Esfandyar “Yar” Batmanghelidj and Adam Gerchick of McLean,
and Madhu Rhamankutty of Vienna.

Debate Champions
Potomac School defends state debate title.
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T
he Potomac School varsity de-
bate team successfully defended
its title as state champion in Lin-

coln-Douglas (LD) debate at the National
Forensic League’s Virginia Tournament
Jan. 24-25.

This year, Esfandyar “Yar”
Batmanghelidj — who was state cham-
pion last year — and Adam Gerchick —
who was third last year — closed out the
final round. Batmanghelidj was unde-
feated at this year’s tournament. By vir-
tue of their victories, both debaters will
attend the National Forensic League’s
national championship tournament in
Birmingham, Ala., in June.

James McElwain and Madhu
Rhamankutty of the varsity squad also
won rounds at the tournament for
Potomac. Thus, Potomac captured the
“Jefferson Award for Excellence” as the
best LD debate school at the state tour-
nament. Potomac also won the “Dogwood
Cup” for outstanding mid-sized school.

The Potomac team headed to Harvard
University Feb. 14 for one of the largest
high-school tournaments of the year. The
topic was “Resolved that the U.S. should
submit to the jurisdiction of an interna-
tional court designed to prosecute
crimes against humanity.” All teams de-
bate both sides of the issue.
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News

By Rob Wile

 The Connection

O
n her most recent
trip to Sierra Leone
this past December,
Falls Church resi-

dent Sarah Armstrong walked into
the small school whose students
had been helped by her charitable
foundation, Brighter Tomorrow
for Africa. She found that they had
put up signs welcoming her return.

One sign in particular left her
speechless.

It read, “Aunty Sarah You Have
Saved Us From Starvation.”

“You do it because you want to
help them, but I was overwhelmed
when I saw that,” she said.

Feeding hungry children in what
is officially the poorest country in
the world represents a mere one-
fifth of the projects that
Armstrong’s organization carries
out in the country. Begun in 2005,
Armstrong’s foundation — and it
is still literally hers, as she has not
hired any full-time staff — has al-
ready helped thousands of women
and children in Sierra Leone. Now
officially a 501(c)(3) organization,
which makes it a federally recog-
nized nonprofit exempt from fed-
eral income taxes, Armstrong said
her efforts are a lifelong dream
come true.

“I always had a dream of being
in an African village holding the
hands of African children,” she
said. “I’ve just had a vision in my
head that I was supposed to do
that. I started studying the conti-
nent about five or six years ago to
try to figure out how I could help
and landed upon Sierra Leone.”

IN ADDITION to providing food,

Armstrong’s foundation, working
with local groups in Sierra Leone,
also runs an inoculation program
that covers an array of illnesses
and diseases; organizes “peace
clubs” for former child soldiers
that fought in the country’s decade
long civil war; teaches students
how to avoid and speak out
against corruption; and imparts
literacy skills to women, 85 per-
cent of whom cannot read.

Her efforts have not gone unno-
ticed. Last spring, Armstrong re-
ceived the Humanitarian Leader-
ship Award from the National Or-
ganization of Sierra Leoneans in
North America. She has already
met with Sierra Leone’s president,
as well as current and past Sierra
Leone ambassadors to the United
States.

One might think that such a
small organization — the annual
operating budget is less than
$3,000, all out of Armstrong’s
pocket — might not be as effec-
tive as larger multinational orga-
nizations like the United Nations
or the Red Cross. In fact, accord-
ing to Suzi Peel, an international
development consultant, it is small
groups and individuals like
Armstrong that are having the
most direct impact on improving
the lives of individuals living in
poverty.

“There are amazing numbers of
women [doing this work],” she
said. “They’ve all been bitten by
the same bug as Sarah. I can’t say
[large international organizations]
are more effective than one driven
person. It’s just so cumbersome to
work with groups like the UN ….
This is way more effective, because
there’s a direct link [to the people
being helped].”

A single mother in her late 40s
with two sons in college,
Armstrong has been able to
achieve her successes while still
holding her day jobs as a market-
ing communications consultant
and fitness instructor. She said she
wouldn’t have it any other way.

AFTER SIX VISITS and nearly
$150,000 in donations, her work
has begun making waves around
Falls Church and McLean. Her first
large-scale fund-raiser in the area
was held Feb. 12 at the home of
Carol Walter in McLean. Fifty-
eight women attended, with more
than $4,300 raised.

“I think the [biggest] thing
[was] for women to be able to
walk away and see what Sarah’s
been able to accomplish,” Walter
said. “So many say ‘I’d like to do
this, like to do something like this,
but I don’t know how.’ If Sarah can
do it …. I hope women can walk
away with this and if not get in-
volved in Sarah’s foundation, at
least on a local basis — it doesn’t
have to be in Africa.”

Alison Moledina of Great Falls,
one of the women in attendance
at the fund-raiser, echoed the sen-
timents of most of the other guests
in expressing her admiration. “I’m
proud, as a woman, that she’s ac-
complished what she’s accom-
plished,” she said. “It’s amazing,
her energy, what she’s done.
Where she got it, I don’t know.”

The president of the Rotary
Club, Lois Wilson, said that her
organization hopes to provide a
grant. “She’s fulfilling the mission
of the club,” she said. “She’s the
embodiment of the Rotary motto,
‘Service Above Self.’”

Falls Church House Fire
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department units responded to

a house fire at approximately 6 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 15, in the Falls
Church area of Fairfax County. The home is located at 7100 Oak-
land Avenue.

Firefighters encountered fire to an attached carport, extending
to the second floor and attic of the two-story, single-family home.
Firefighters brought the fire under control in approximately 30
minutes.

The fire originated on the attached carport and extended into
the home. There were no injuries.

Fourteen residents have been displaced, nine adults and five
juveniles. The damage is estimated at $150,000 and the cause of
the fire is under investigation.

Rotary Hosts
South African Partner

The Rotary Club of McLean hosted a reception at the McLean
Community Center to demonstrate the evolution of Rotary’s vi-
sion of long-term District-to-District partnering. District 7610,
which includes the Rotary Clubs of McLean, Vienna, Falls Church,
Herndon and Bailey’s Crossroads among others, has had an eight-
year relationship with South African District 9250.

The guests of honor were Albie van de Venter, of White River
Rotary Club in District 9250, and his wife, Elna. On July 1, Albie
van de Venter will become the District Governor of District 9250,
the Rainbow District, which includes South Africa, Swaziland,
Botswana and Mozambique.

The relationship between districts 7610 and 9250 began in 1998
with many achievements including The Masoyi Special Care
Project to assist special needs children, the Capricorn Therapeu-
tic Riding Center, the completion of a water project, the construc-
tion of a library with 4,000 books and the construction of a ga-
zebo to shelter more than 900 school children from the elements.

In 2007 McLean Rotary president Lois Wilson, DDS, was se-
lected to lead a group of young professionals, including Michelle
Peters, on a group study exchange to Africa. Wilson was inspired
to raise funds and begin several projects to help the thousands of
children orphaned by the deadly HIV/AIDS virus spread.

Wilson and Peters have collaborated on a project to send teach-
ers from Fairfax County into Southern Africa to train other teach-
ers.

McLean Day Application Posted
The McLean Day application for exhibitor booth space has now

been posted. Visit www.mcleancenter.org/special-events and click
on click on McLean Day.

The deadline to apply is April 3 and all applications are re-
viewed and approved on a first-come, first-served basis with pref-
erential treatment given to McLean-based businesses and organi-
zations.

Scholarship Applications
Being Accepted

The Women’s Association of St. Catherine of Siena Parish in
Great Falls is accepting applications for two Alexander De Filippis
Scholarships of $3,000 each for high-school students graduating
in 2009 and going to college or post-secondary school.

Students must reside in Great Falls, Vienna, Reston, Herndon,
McLean, Sterling and Potomac or have family registered as pa-
rishioners of St. Catherine of Siena.

Applications and complete details are available online at st-
catherines.net or from the guidance office of high school. Strict
adherence to the deadline of May 15, as well as to the complete-
ness of the application is imperative.

Week in McLean

Falls Church resident’s internationally
recognized foundation provides aid to
women and children in Sierra Leone.

Hometown Humanitarian
Get Involved

 Brighter Tomorrow for
Africa’s Web site can be
found at
www.brighterafrica.org.

There is an emerg-
ing consensus
within the interna-
tional development
community that
small groups and
individuals like
Falls Church resi-
dent Sarah
Armstrong can be
as effective as — if
not more so than —
large bodies like the
UN in carrying out
humanitarian aid.
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wwww.connectionnewspapers.com.
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F
or a minute, some would be forgiven
for wondering if we were still in Vir-
ginia.

A smoking ban for many bars
and restaurants? In Viriginia? Amazing.

Long overdue, the result will be a healthier
environment for many employees of bars and
restaurants who have toiled for years while
breathing in a carcinogenic soup. It’s
never appropriate to say that wait staff,
bartenders and others can “choose” to
work in places that are smoke-free if
they want to. In the current economy, the cur-
rent job market, anyone who has a job knows
they need to hang onto it if they can.

It’s up to the state to ensure that employees
work in a safe environment, and Virginia’s new
smoking restrictions are a good step in that
direction.

The new rules will also benefit many busi-
nesses. In other areas, restaurant business has
actually increased after smoking bans went into
effect as more families and other people who
were avoiding smoke-filled rooms come out to

enjoy the newly cleared air.

SCHIP: All of Northern Virginia’s members of
Congress voted to reauthorize and expand the
State Children’s Health Insurance Program, a
step for healthier children and families here.
The SCHIP program helps states provide health
insurance coverage to uninsured children, pro-

viding health insurance to children and
some parents with incomes too high to
qualify for Medicaid, but who can’t af-
ford private health insurance. The

SCHIP Reauthorization bill expands health
coverage to 55,000 uninsured Virginia children
who do not qualify for Medicaid, in addition
to the 155,000 children statewide already cov-
ered by the SCHIP program.

The State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram (SCHIP) helps to extend health cover-
age to children in low-income working fami-
lies with incomes above the cut-off for Medic-
aid coverage. Enacted in 1997, this program
operates under the FAMIS (Family Access to
Medical Insurance Security). Families are eli-

gible for this program with incomes up to twice
(200 percent), of the federal poverty level. For
example, in Virginia a family of four can make
up to $41,300 a year and still be eligible for
FAMIS.

COBRA: As part of the economic stimulus bill
recently passed in Congress, the Federal gov-
ernment will pay for 65 percent of the costs of
continuing health insurance for people who
lose their jobs. Going into effect March 1, the
rule applies to people who lost their jobs or
will lose their jobs involuntarily between last
September 2008 and the end of 2009. (The
subsidy is not retroactive; employees will be
offered another chance to enroll in COBRA
however.) Health insurance is available for ter-
minated employees under COBRA, but with-
out the subsidy, many unemployed people can-
not afford the high premiums. The former
employers will be required to pay the 65 per-
cent, with the former employee paying 35 per-
cent. Employers will be “reimbursed” by the
Federal program by reducing their payroll taxes
by that amount.

— Mary Kimm,

 mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Three Steps on Health Care
Smoking restrictions, SCHIP, Cobra subsidies
should lead to a healthier Virginia.

Editorial

Correcting
Errors
To the Editor:

I would like to correct some fac-
tual errors in Bruce Bennett’s let-
ter [“Life Still in Dead Cat,” Con-
nection, Feb. 18-24, 2009]. Pur-
chasing the building designated
“Gatehouse II” is the final major
step in a six-year process to con-
solidate Fairfax County Public
Schools’ support and administra-
tive personnel to a centralized site.
Currently, these personnel work in
leased buildings and in older
buildings, owned by the school
system, that require extensive
maintenance now paid for year-
by-year by the school system. Pur-
chase and renovation of
Gatehouse II would be paid for
entirely by the savings realized
from freeing up dollars currently
spent on leases, on maintenance
of older buildings and on position
cuts made possible by consolidat-
ing personnel.

If the school system does not buy
the Gatehouse II building, this
money, whether to pay for the
leases, maintenance and addi-
tional personnel or to pay for the
new building — including princi-
pal and interest, will not be avail-
able for “refurbishment of existing
school facilities” or any other use.
It will be spent one way or the
other, but will be better spent on

buying the building at a very good
price — the lower price caused by
the very real estate downturn that
is causing shortfalls in tax rev-
enues. An additional benefit of the
purchase is that two of the build-
ings vacated by support personnel
will be used as sites for schools.

And we have no idea where Mr.
Bennett got the idea that Fairfax
County Public Schools has a “De-
partment of Statistical Responsi-
bility.” No such department exists
or ever has existed.

Paul Regnier
Coordinator, Media and Crisis

Communication
Fairfax County Public Schools

SLEEP Sets
Record Straight
To the Editor:

In a letter on Feb. 16 to the Con-
nection, Lorraine Monaco of
Wakefairfax wrote that our ques-
tionnaire to Chairman Sharon
Bulova (D-At-Large) and Supervi-
sor Pat Herrity (R-Springfield) be-
fore the Feb. 3 election for BOS
Chair “assumes elimination” [of
after-school middle-school pro-
grams].

She is incorrect. Here are the
response options that we offered
to the candidates in that race:

❖ Use it [the $4 million of
county funding] for before school

middle school programs
❖ Use it for a combination of

before and after school programs
at the middle and elementary
school levels (could include SACC)

❖ Use it for other county priori-
ties

❖ Use some of it for middle
school before and after school pro-
grams and some of it for other pri-
orities

❖ Other.
In fact, we were hoping to show

that the funding for these pro-
grams would continue for middle
schoolers but would be available
for more flexible scheduling either
before or after school, according
to the needs of each school. This
is our position on the middle-
school after-school program funds.

We hope this sets the record
straight.

Sandy Evans and Phyllis
Payne, SLEEP Co-founders
Terry Tuley, SLEEP Chair

Streak Not
Likely
To Be Broken
To the Editor:

One of the joys of an approach-
ing spring is the start of a new
baseball season. Unfortunately,
controversies surrounding steroid
use have placed a cloud on Major

League Baseball. It seems a long
time ago since Cal Ripken saved
baseball by breaking Lou Gehrig’s
2,130 consecutive-games streak.
Fortunately, residents of McLean
can celebrate a streak as impres-
sive as that of Cal Ripken and the
Iron Horse. Local resident, and
McLean Rotarian, Bob Rosenbaum
has been volunteering his time
playing piano and entertaining
folks at the Lewinsville Adult Day
Health Care Center since 1987.
This almost 22-year-old streak
continues and like Cal’s streak is
one not likely to be broken. Bob’s
selfless giving of his time to the
community deserves recognition
and is something that makes life
better and more enjoyable for
those visiting the center. Bob’s hit
this one out of the park.

Mike Holleran
Herndon

Letters to the Editor

Write
The Connection welcomes views
on any public issue. The deadline

for all material is noon Friday.
Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection

7913 Westpark Drive
McLean, Va. 22102
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail:
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

Hair For All Seasons
& Day Spa

Established: 1983

703-356-8844
Center of McLean • 6716 Whittier Ave., McLean, VA 22101

Hair Cut & Style $35.00

Hair Cut & Color $95.00

Hair Foiling $85.00

Our Color Products are the Finest in the World!

Get Pampered
at our Full-Service Spa

Room for Rent
For Facial or

Massage Therapy
Family Environment Salon

Activities reported by the McLean Dis-
trict of the Fairfax County Police
Department through Feb 20.

BRANDISHING A FIREARM/ ARREST
6800 block of Fleetwood Drive.

Three men were repossessing a
Dodge Dakota on Wednesday, Feb.
18 around 1:45 a.m. in the 6800
block of Fleetwood Drive when the
owner approached. The men allowed
him time to collect his belongings
from the vehicle. The owner
allegedly removed a handgun from
the car and turned to face one of the
men, 29, from Warrenton, with the
weapon in his hand. All three men
backed away from the suspect, who
got into the car and drove away.
Police responded and located him
driving nearby. Officers initiated a
traffic stop and arrested a 53-year-
old McLean residenys. He was
transported to the Fairfax County
Adult Detention Center and charged
with one count of brandishing a
firearm and two counts of carrying a
concealed weapon.

LARCENIES
2600 block of Bowling Green

Drive. Passport stolen from
residence.

1900 block of Chain Bridge Road.
Sunglasses stolen from business.

1900 block of Chain Bridge Road.
iPhones stolen from business.

1900 block of Chain Bridge Road.
Wallet stolen from business.

6500 block of Georgetown Pike.
iPod stolen from school.

6500 block of Georgetown Pike.
iPod stolen from school.

8200 block of Greensboro Drive.
Purse stolen from vehicle.

Crime Report
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By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

F
airfax County Executive Anthony
Griffin proposed holding most
residents’ real estate taxes rela-
tively steady in 2010 even though

Fairfax experienced the single largest drop
in home property values ever recorded this
year and most citizens’ real estate taxes
would have gone down significantly other-
wise.

Griffin has suggested the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors raise the real estate
property tax rate 13.5 cents per $100 of
assessed property value, potentially the
largest real estate tax rate increase in the
county’s history. The measure would help
close the approximately $650 million gap
in Fairfax’s fiscal year 2010 budget, which
goes into effect July 1.

It compensates for the sharp decline in
the county’s real estate values and, there-
fore, real estate tax collection.
Since last year, residential prop-
erty values have fallen 12.55 per-
cent in value and commercial
properties have fallen 4.51 percent
in value.

If the supervisors adopted
Griffin’s recommendation, the real
estate tax rate will go from 92
cents per $100 of assessed value
to $1.05.5 per $100 of assessed
value. The average homeowners
tax bill would increase approxi-
mately $14 from last year.

Griffin has also proposed cutting
county jobs, freezing county em-
ployee pay and reducing some ser-
vices. Residents would also see an
increase in some user fees, he said.

FAIRFAX COUNTY Public
Schools has been spared
more than other county
agencies in Griffin’s pro-
posal.

His recommendations call
for the school system to re-
ceive the same amount of
operational funds as last
year and not to sustain the
cuts that most other county
departments will have. Grif-
fin would reduce the school
system’s annual capital budget slightly next
year, from $155 million to $140 million.

Even with a flat operational funding
transfer from the county, school officials
have indicated that they would still have to
make drastic changes and cuts to their pro-
grams. Earlier in the year, the Fairfax County
School Board had been prepared to ask for

a three percent increase in
its funding transfer from the
county, a proposal that
would already have re-
quired program reductions
because of the school
system’s rising costs in ar-
eas like enrollment.

The schools chief operat-
ing officer Dean Tistadt had
also said any reduction to
the school system’s capital

budget would be “devastating” since the
current level of funding falls short of what
is needed to repair all the schools facilities.

On the whole, Griffin has asked the su-
pervisors to increase Fairfax’s general fund,
which would be approximately $3.3 billion,
by .4 percent. But due to rising costs, the

county would have had to grow its general
fund by four to five percent just to keep all
the county and schools’ staffing and pro-
gram levels the same as this year, he said.

SEVERAL SUPERVISORS were con-
cerned about the impact Griffin’s proposed
budget would have on county staff. If
adopted, county employees would be asked
to forfeit their the cost-of-living-adjustment
they usually receive, any scheduled pay
raise they were expecting, and “perfor-
mance pay,” for some salaried county em-
ployees.

Griffin also recommended eliminating
524 full-time “merit” county positions,
which he said could result in approximately
200 county employees losing their jobs. Ap-
proximately 300 “limited term” positions —

which are typically lower paying but include
both full time and part time employees —

may also be cut.
Supervisor Linda Smyth (D-Provi-
dence) asked Griffin to try and be
more flexible when dealing with
employees. She said he may want
to ask for volunteers who would
be more comfortable working
shorter hours or retiring early be-
fore he starts to eliminate jobs.

Supervisor Jeff McKay (D-Lee)
wondered whether the county
could increase some fees, like

those for people who park commercial ve-
hicles on residential streets illegally, and use
the extra income to keep some of the posi-

tions being eliminated, particu-
larly in the public safety depart-
ment. “We should be charging the
maximum [fine allowed under
state law] for those violations if it
spares jobs,” said McKay.

A few supervisors were also an-
gry to see the fee to participate in
the county’s recreational sports
teams increase from $5.50 to ap-
proximately $13. “At a time when
you are dealing with gang violence
and gang prevention, it is self-de-
feating to increase a tax on kids
participating in sports by 200 per-
cent,” said Supervisor Michael
Frey (R-Sully).

Griffin said all the revenue gen-
erated by the fee increase would
go to fully fund those programs
and to avoid cuts in youth sports.

But both Frey and Supervisor
Patrick Herrity (R-Springfield) were upset
that Griffin had set aside 1.5 cents of the
tax rate for storm water management. Last
year, only one cent of the tax rate had been
used for storm water management.

“At a time when we are cutting everything,
why are we increasing storm water man-
agement by 5 percent?” said Frey.

Herrity and Supervisor John Foust (D-
Dranesville) said they would also have liked
to see more structural changes and consoli-
dations undertaken in the county govern-
ment. During his budget presentation, Grif-
fin said he had only overhauled one county
agency, the planning department and plan-
ning commission staff.

“I didn’t see any real structural changes
in how we do business. … We did not find
any real structural savings,” said Herrity.

Budget Down, Tax Rate Up
Fairfax County Executive Anthony H. Griffin proposed

Monday, Feb. 23, a General Fund budget of
$3,313,476,563 for Fiscal Year 2010  — July 1, 2009,
through June 30, 2010 — a decrease of 3.7 percent from
the FY 2009 Revised Budget Plan. The total of all Appropri-
ated Funds is $5,839,237,244.

The recommended transfer to the Public School Operat-
ing Fund is $1,626,600,722 — the same level as Fiscal Year
2009. However, the transfer request approved by the
Fairfax County School Board on Feb. 5, is $1,683,372,525.

At the proposed real estate tax rate of $1.04 per $100 of
assessed value, along with the newly proposed Stormwater
Service District rate of $0.015 per $100 of assessed value,
the taxes paid by the average residential taxpayer will be
$14 more than the FY 2009 tax bill.

Ninety-five percent of residential
properties decline in value;
proposed budget raises
average tax bill by $14.

Tax Rate Hike To Fund Reduced Budget

2009 ASSESSMENT YEAR RESIDENTIAL ANALYSIS BY ZIP CODE AREA
Vacant and Improved Residential Property

ZIP CODE AREA 2008 MEAN 2009 MEAN PERCENT CHANGE
ALEXANDRIA $444,287 $380,012 -14.47
ANNANDALE $448,178 $370,475 -17.34
BURKE $449,573 $380,471 -15.37
CENTREVILLE $398,728 $334,482  -16.11
CHANTILLY $457,053 $389,558 -14.77
CLIFTON $715,300 $652,219 -8.82
FAIRFAX $471,010 $419,544 -10.93
FAIRFAX STATION $660,179 $605,292 -8.31
FALLS CHURCH $432,102 $371,006 -14.14
GREAT FALLS $1,098,936 $1,017,799 -7.38
HERNDON $463,073 $390,430 -15.69
LORTON $423,871 $332,879 -21.47
McLEAN $842,924 $776,424 -7.89
OAKTON $690,635 $634,968 -8.06
RESTON $418,371 $362,632 -13.32
SPRINGFIELD $436,583 $359,556 -17.64
VIENNA $631,767 $575,761 -8.86

“I didn’t see any
real structural
changes in how
we do business.”

— Supervisor Patrick
Herrity (R-Springfield)
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KEARNEY SERVICES

“WE DO IT ALL”

 A COMPLETE LINE OF
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

Additions • Custom Carpentry • Basements
Roofs • Concrete • Desks • Painting • Repairs • Flooring

and Much,Much More

BRIAN KEARNEY, SR.

(703)201-4708

Kearneysrv@aol.com

LICENSED & INSURED

CLASS A LIC #2705093941A

Attorney/Accountant,
Former IRS Attorney

Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All Types of Federal, State,
Local & Foreign Taxes

Individual • Business
Trusts • Estates • Wills

Amended & Late Returns
Back Taxes • IRS Audits

• Civil Litigation
Business Law • Contracts

Robert Beatson II

703-798-3590 or
301-340-2951

www.beatsonlaw.com

Open  9-5 7 Days
     9023 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax, VA

703-573-5025
2 miles west of I-495 on

Rt. 50(Vienna Metro)
CravensNursery.com

patios, walls
walkways
paver driveways
and so much more
Now at 2003 Pricing

FREE ESTIMATES
HARDSCAPING/PLANTING

60-75% OFF
ALL POTTERY
Washington’s Largest

 Selection

Mulch 3 cu. FT. $2.99
Bulk $15.00 Per cu. YD.

35-50% OFF
All Nursery Stock

& Perennials

SALE
ENDS

SUNDAY

even managed to leave with his horse. The Con-
federate picket line, though, would not allow the men
to pass, so they sneaked through the countryside in
the middle of the night.

Sharper promptly contacted the Union forces and
told them all he had learned about the Confederate
army’s activities during his service.

Nonetheless, Sharper’s farm was repeatedly raided
by Union soldiers, whose food and supplies prima-
rily consisted of what they took from residents. “They
were totally indiscriminate,” Washburn said. After
he had harvested his oats, threshed his straw and
baled his hay, Union soldiers took it to feed their
horses. They helped themselves to the contents of
his meat locker — some hams and sides of bacon.
Soldiers caught and killed two of his hogs. “Samuel
witnessed all this theft, but he was powerless to stop
it,” Washburn said. “They also raided the henhouse.
Off they went with 20 chickens.”

AFTER THE WAR, Sharper was able to get $63 in
reparations, about half what he asked for.

Sharper and his congregation worked from 1882
until 1893 to raise money and buy the land for Pleas-
ant Grove Church and the building was completed
by 1896. Sharper died before the church, unofficially
known as “Sharper Church” in its early years, was
finished. He was the first person to be buried in the
church’s cemetery.

Washburn said the church was “not only a historic
monument, but also serves as a perfect architectural
example.” Other churches in the area, she said, do
not show the same level of “architectural purity” in
their lines, balance and proportions. “We’re really
lucky to have it.”

The church, which has not had a congregation since
the 1960s but was restored by a group of residents,
also houses other pieces of history in its basement,
which has been turned into the Frances K. Moore
Memorial Museum. Joan Lewis of the Friends of
Pleasant Grove Church encouraged visitors to drop
in on the museum, which displays items from the
home of the descendent of Sharper for whom it is
named. Many of Sharper’s tools and other belong-
ings are on display there.

Lewis said the collection represented the lives of
Sharper and his descendents from the 1890s through
the 1930s. “The family’s life centered around home
and the church,” she said.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON, the Friends of Pleas-
ant Grove also unveiled a recently completed por-
trait of the famous black orator, abolitionist and
statesman Frederick Douglass, painted by Friends
vice president Betty Marie Fields, and artist Betty
MacDonald showed some pen-and-ink drawings she
had made of famous black heroes.

Fields noted that Douglass had been the first black
person to run for the office of vice president, on a
ticket that would still be rare today. The presidential
candidate was a woman. “He’s my hero and I know
him like I know George Washington,” Fields said of
Douglass.

Among MacDonald’s drawings were pictures of the
man who invented the third rail for electric railway,
a great Shakespearian actor and more than one man
named George Washington, once a popular name.
“And this is George Washington Bush. How about
that?” she said, pointing to one drawing. He had been
the first black settler in what became the state of
Washington.

From Page 3

Church Preserves History

News

Descendents of the church’s founding members pose for a picture. From left are
Constance Rucker, Merle Summers, Tawny Rucker, Barbara Williams, Joan Lewis,
Alfredda Lewis Horton, Lauren Horton, Paul Jones and Laura Carter.
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PORTABELLOS
An American Cafe

Lunch, Dinner and Sunday Brunch
Back by Popular Demand Prime Rib on Sunday

Come early! When it’s gone, it’s gone!

Wednesday and Sunday nights1/2 price bottle of wine*
15% Discount with this Ad

www.portabellos.net • portabellos@comcast.net

703-528-1557
2109 Pollard Street • Arlington, VA 22207

Open weekdays 11:30 am - 2pm • 5pm - 9pm
 Saturday 5pm - 9pm

Sunday Brunch 11am - 2pm • Dinner 5pm - 9pm
*not to be combined with any other offer.  Expires 03/31/09

15% Discount with this Ad

FURNISHED

ROOMS FOR

RENT
ALL UTILITIES

INCLUDED

FREE PHONE,
CABLE TV AND

HIGH SPEED
INTERNET

CALL

Mariam A Naseer

at 202-413-2581

T
he Langley High School Fashion Marketing Department hosted its
annual Fashion Show Saturday, Feb. 21. The highlights of the show
included current and popular trends that have dominated the
fashion industry like little black dresses, vests and suspenders,

men’s wear inspired, leather and lace, neon and a number of others. The show
featured Langley High School students, faculty, administrators, as well as
Principal Matthew Ragone.

Send announcements to mclean@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday for
the following week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 25
Jungle Film Series. 7 p.m., Alden Theatre, 1234

Ingleside Ave., McLean. “Beneath the
Jungle…and Beyond” with Dale Johnson. Watch
films about Mesoamerica. Go to the Alden
Theatre Box office or call 703-573-SEAT to
purchase tickets.

THURSDAY/FEBRUARY 26
George Winston, folk pianist. 8 p.m. at The

Barns. Tickets $35. Wolf Trap Foundation for the
Performing Arts, 1645 Trap Road, Vienna. 1-877-
WOLFTRAP.

Griffin House and Charlie Mars. Rock/folk. 8
p.m. at Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
$15. 703-255-1566 or jamminjava.com.

The Common Threat, Along Those Lines, The
Hard Lessons and Fall Back Plan, 10 p.m.
at Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10.
703-255-1566 or jamminjava.com.

‘The Last Days of Judas Iscariot,’ 8 p.m. at the
George Mason University Harris Theater, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Tickets $12, $8
students and seniors. 703-993-8888.

FRIDAY/FEB. 27
George Winston, folk pianist. 8 p.m. at The

Barns. Tickets $35. Wolf Trap Foundation for the
Performing Arts, 1645 Trap Road, Vienna. 1-877-
WOLFTRAP.

Red Molly. Folk/bluegrass. 7 p.m. $12 advance,
$15 at the door. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
N.E., Vienna. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

Antique Show and Sale. 11 a.m.-7 p.m., Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry St. S.E., Vienna.
Dealers will display and sell a variety of furniture
and collectibles. Admission is $4.50. 703-255-
6360.

Pig Farm. 8 p.m., 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tysons Corner. A comedy by Greg Kotis,
playwright of “Urinetown.” Tickets: $25 adults,
$15 students. 1-800-838-3006 or
www.1stStageSpringHill.org.

‘The Last Days of Judas Iscariot,’ 8 p.m. at the
George Mason University Harris Theater, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Tickets $12, $8
students and seniors. 703-993-8888.

SATURDAY/FEB. 28
Aztec Two-Step. Acoustic duo. 7 p.m. $20.

Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. N.E., Vienna. 703-
255-1566 or www.jamminjava.com.

George Winston, folk pianist. 7:30 p.m. at The
Barns. Tickets $35. Wolf Trap Foundation for the
Performing Arts, 1645 Trap Road, Vienna. 1-877-
WOLFTRAP.

Planting Gardens. 10:30 a.m., Meadowlark
Botanical Gardens, 9750 Meadowlark Gardens
Court, Vienna. Chief Horticulturist Doris
Rodriguez will share ideas about removing
existing vegetation and the use of soil
amendments and fertilizers, plus preparing
ground for planting. Free. 703-255-3631.

Justin Trawick band. 10 p.m. at Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

Antique Show and Sale. 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry St. S.E., Vienna.
Dealers will display and sell a variety of furniture
and collectibles. Admission is $4.50. 703-255-
6360.

Dave Parsons Dance, 8 p.m. at the George Mason
University Center for the Arts, on the Fairfax
campus at the intersection of Braddock Road and
Route 123. The company includes Billy Smith, a
2007 George Mason University dance alumnus. A
free pre-performance discussion begins at 7:15
p.m. on the Center’s Grand Tier III. Tickets are
$22-$44. Charge by phone at 888-945-2468 or
visit www.tickets.com. www.gmu.edu/cfa.

Pig Farm. 4 and 8 p.m., 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tysons Corner. A comedy by Greg Kotis,
playwright of “Urinetown.” $25 adults, $15
students. 1-800-838-3006 or
www.1stStageSpringHill.org.

Furia Flamenca. 8 p.m., Alden Theatre, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. Flamenco dance. $30 per
person, $25 McLean district residents. Purchase
tickets at the Alden Theatre Box Office, call 703-
573-SEAT or visit www.ticketmaster.com.

Joe the Plumber. 6 p.m. Barnes and Noble, 7851
Tysons Corner Center, McLean. Samuel

Langley High Presents
Fashion Show

Mime Du Style: Black and White, Directed by: Sara, Jocelyn and
Adrianne. Models: Maddie Boyer, Anna Thomas, Claudia Ho,
Michelle Holt, Magali Carrillo Rodriguez, Leah McSteen, Allie
Mendenhall, Isabella Naujoks, Michelle Pineiro, Stefanie Rowland,
Erin Stewart and Nikki Turner.

Farhana Khan, center, with her models wearing her de-
signs: Jordan Blessing, Ana Loria, Celine Amani and Jessie
Wheat.

Tame the Untamed: Little Black Dresses. Models: Leah
Eyob, Lexi Gallucci, Evelyn Han, Lauren Iaconetti, Haley
Johnson, Chelsea Juergensen, Chelsea Lipford, Gabby
Mariotti, Natalie Might, Maddie Minnich, Taylor
Mohrnann, Shayda Rezazad, Alex Roueche, Lauren Rule,
Lindsay Shelby, Carly Snively and Jarred Zuccari.

Calendar

Wurzelbacher, a.k.a. Joe the Plumber from the
2008 campaign, will sign copies of “Joe the
Plumber: Fighting for the American Dream” with
co-author Thomas Tabback.

‘The Last Days of Judas Iscariot,’ 2 p.m. and 8
p.m. at the George Mason University Harris
Theater, 4400 University Drive, Fairfax. Tickets
$12, $8 students and seniors. 703-993-8888.

SUNDAY/MARCH 1
The Master Singers of Virginia present Francis

Poulenc’s three best-known works, the Mass in G
Major, the Prayers of St. Francis for men, and the
Petites Voix for women. 4 p.m. at Saint Luke
Catholic Church, McLean. Season tickets are $38
for adults and $30 for seniors or students;
individual ticket prices are $15 for adults and
$12 for seniors or students in advance ($2 more
at the door). 703-655-7809 or www.msva.org.

Bo Bice. Southern roots and blues. 7:30 p.m. at
The Barns. Tickets $25. Wolf Trap Foundation for
the Performing Arts, 1645 Trap Road, Vienna. 1-
877-WOLFTRAP.

Celtic Concerts, 4 p.m., 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. at The
Old Brogue Irish Pub, 760-C Walker Road, Great
Falls. Celtic music by Iona. $15. 703-759-3309.

Antique Show and Sale. 12-5 p.m., Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry St. S.E., Vienna.
Dealers will display and sell a variety of furniture
and collectibles. Admission is $4.50. Call 703-
255-6360.

Pig Farm. 2 and 6 p.m., 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tysons Corner. A comedy by Greg Kotis,
playwright of “Urinetown.” Tickets: $25 adults,
$15 students. 1-800-838-3006 or
www.1stStageSpringHill.org.

Charity Tennis Exhibition. 5:30-8:30 p.m.,
McLean Racquet and Health Club, 1472 Chain
Bridge Road, McLean. Featuring Richey
Reneberg, a seven-time Davis Cup winner, U.S.
Olympic tennis team member and the world’s
number one rated doubles player. Proceeds go to
the Washington Tennis and Education
Foundation and to Childhelp. $45 per person,
$23 children under 12. 703-356-3300.

‘The Last Days of Judas Iscariot,’ 2 p.m. at the
George Mason University Harris Theater, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Tickets $12, $8
students and seniors. 703-993-8888.

Inova Fairfax Hospital for Children’s “Every
Kid’s a Rock Star” Fundraiser, 3-6 p.m. at
The Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Tysons Corner, 1700
Tysons Blvd., McLean. Live music. Children can
ride a virtual roller coaster, get airbrush tattoos

and meet an interactive robot. Meet
Miss Virginia Outstanding Teen 2008
Lexie Overholt of Oakton. Nike golf
challenge and a green screen station
for surfing, snowboarding or tennis.
Silent auction items include Britney
Spears and Wizards tickets, an
overnight stay for two at The Ritz-
Carlton, and a Nike one-week summer
golf camp for children. 703-208-6629.

MONDAY/MARCH 2
Laura Elliot. 4-5:40 p.m., Great Falls

Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike, Great
Falls. Elliot will discuss her juvenile
fiction book, “Give Me Liberty,” on
the role teens played in the
revolutionary war.

Greg Laswell and Jay Nash, 8 p.m.
at Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. at Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. E., Vienna. $10 in advance, $12
at the door. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

See Calendar,  Page 13

Photos by Louise Krafft/Connection
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Faith

Faith Notes are for announcements and events in
the faith community. Send to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

The Master Singers of Virginia will perform
a cappella works and English part-songs Sunday,
March 1, 4 p.m., at St. Luke’s Catholic Church,
7001 Georgetown Pike, McLean. Admission: $17/
adults, $14/seniors and students. Call 703-665-
7809 or visit www.msva.choralmusic.org.

The Genevans, an a cappella group, will per-
form Saturday, March 7, 7:30 p.m. at McLean
Presbyterian Church, 1020 Balls Hill Road,
McLean. Free. Visit www.geneva.edu.

Redeemer Lutheran Church, 1545 Chain
Bridge Road, McLean, is hosting its semi-annual
consignment sale of baby, child and maternity
items Friday, March 20, 7-9 p.m. and Saturday,
March 21, 8-11 a.m. 703-356-3567.

McLean Women’s Thursday Bible Study,
at 9:15 a.m. The Book of Proverbs will be the fo-
cus for the next 12 weeks. Contact Martha Wiles
at 703-448-2020 or MarthaWiles@msn.com.

The Church of the Good Shepherd, 2351
Hunter Mill Road, Vienna, a United Methodist
church, celebrates the publishing of its 10th annual
“Devotions for Lent” booklet. The booklet of daily
devotionals written by members and friends of the
congregation will be available at the Feb. 25 Ash
Wednesday 7:30 p.m. service at the church. The
booklet also will be available at
www.GoodShepherdVA.com.

Oakton Church of the Brethren, 10025
Courthouse Road, Vienna, provides an Ash
Wednesday Service, Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m. entitled:
“Seven Who Met Jesus.” The service focuses on
those who met Jesus and were changed by the ex-
perience. The service is free and open to the public.
Childcare will be provided.

The Shepherd’s Center of Oakton-Vienna
will be holding its quarterly “Lunch N’ Life” March
9, 12 p.m. at Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 2589
Chain Bridge Road. The program will feature spe-
cial guest speaker Linwood Holton, former
Governor of Virginia from 1970 to 1974. Gov.
Holton will share life experiences, stories and an-
ecdotes from his recently published memoir
“Opportunity Time.” Cost: $8.  Reservations and
payment for lunch required in advance; call 703-
281-0538 or e-mail office@scov.org.

Great Falls United Methodist Church is at
10100 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. 703-759-
3705. ‘All Things New’ is an ecumenical worship
service every Wednesday at 6 p.m. Based on the
Beatitudes of Jesus, for people affected by anger,
fear, stress, dealing with rejection, credit abuse,
drug/alcohol abuse, physical/sexual addiction or
eating disorders.

Vajrayogini Buddhist Center offers ongoing
classes on meditation and Buddhist philosophy,
Mondays at 7 p.m. at Unity of Fairfax, 2854 Hunter
Mill Road, Oakton. $10 per class. 202-331-2122 or
www.meditation-dc.org.

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Fairfax, at 2709 Hunter Mill Road, Oakton cho-
rale, a 60-voice adult choir, welcomes new members
any time and meets Thursdays, 7:15 p.m. The Circle
of Music Makers meets the first Monday of the month,
for those who can share a vocal or instrumental solo.
Contact Judy Harrison at 703-281-4230, ext. 26, or
jharrison@uucf.org. Joint Activities in Music at Sun-
rise is for preschoolers, kindergarteners, parents and
residents of Hunter Mill Sunrise Assisted Living Cen-
ter, on Wednesdays, 1-1:30 p.m. Contact Marsha
Giusti at 703-425-1902 or giustim@juno.com.

McLean Bible Church Fitness Class at Body
& Soul fitness. Balance is key, energy is renewed,
strength is gained, and friendships are formed. Mon-
days 9:15 a.m. and Fridays 9:45 a.m. Childcare is free
for registered students. E-mail
bodyandsoul@mcleanbible.org for more information.

DeBuck Named VP

P
atricia K. DeBuck has been named
vice president of development for
Capital Hospice, the region’s oldest

and largest nonprofit provider of end-of-life
care. She will lead a team of fund-raising
professionals whose work allows Capital
Hospice to provide the community a com-
prehensive program of services, including
some for which it does not charge, and to
care for anyone medically eligible for hos-
pice but cannot afford it.

“Our donors are generous with their time,
treasures and talents. I am honored to as-
sist them to ensure that Capital Hospice
continues to provide excellent care to ev-
eryone in our community regardless of
someone’s financial circumstance,” DeBuck
said.

“This will be an important and challeng-
ing year for fund-raising and we are fortu-
nate to have someone with Patti’s experi-
ence, compassion and commitment in a
leadership role,” said Malene Davis, Capi-
tal Hospice president and CEO.

DeBuck joined Capital Hospice, then
known as Hospice of Northern Virginia, in
1996, eventually serving as manager of spe-
cial events and then director of community

Contributed

 Patricia K. DeBuck

and corporate support, before being named
acting vice president of development in
December 2008.

DeBuck and her husband live in McLean.

Send School Notes to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

McLean High School’s Yearbook, The
Clan, has been named a finalist for the 2008
National Scholastic Press Association
(NSPA) Yearbook Pacemaker Awards.
Hannah Bryan, Beth Cannon, Kenzie
McCluer and Kaitlyn O’Donnell are the
editors and Meghan Percival is the advi-
sor. Call the FCPS Department of Commu-
nications and Community Outreach at 571-
423-1200.

Chesterbrook Kindergarten Orien-
tation for parents of children who will turn
5 by Sept. 30, 2009 and live in the school’s
boundary will be held on Tuesday, March
3, from 7-8 p.m. in the school’s cafeteria.
This parent information meeting will pro-
vide an overview of the kindergarten cur-
riculum and help prepare parents for this
new chapter in their child’s life.
Chesterbrook Elementary is located at 1753
Kirby Road, McLean. Chesterbrook Elemen-
tary School PTA will be auctioning off a
number of items to bid on to raise money
for the school through March 8. Visit the
auction catalog at
www.chesterbrook.cmarket.com.

Oakcrest School has been awarded the
National Endowment for the Humanities
Picturing America grant. Picturing America
is a new initiative from the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities to bring master-
pieces of American art that showcase our
country’s history and character to class-
rooms and libraries nationwide. Oakcrest
history teacher Muriel Croston applied for
the grant earlier this year.

Matthew Valcourt of McLean and son
of Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery Valcourt, was named
to Episcopal High School’s academic honor

roll for the second quarter of the 2008-09
academic year.

Kely Jo Stroud of McLean was named
to Wake Forest University’s Dean’s List for
the Fall 2008 semester.

Eric Caine of McLean and son of Dr. and
Mrs. Robert Caine was named as an honor
student with the highest honors at Phillips
Exeter Academy in New Hampshire for the
Fall 2009 semester.

School Notes

Langley High School junior Jimmy
Bickel took second place recently
in a Virginia High School League
Sports Feature Writing Contest.
Jimmy is the assistant sports
editor of “The Saxon Scope” and
his story on the Lady Saxons’ trip
to Miami and the impact that trip
had on the team’s season will be
featured in the 2008-09 VHSL State
Basketball Championship Souvenir
Program.

News
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CORINTHIANS 13
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding

gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and
all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am
nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not
love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not
rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrong. Love does
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always preserves.

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues,
they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we
prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. When I was a child,
I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a childish. When I became a man,
I put childish ways behind me. Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we
shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
        Paid Advertisement      DNP

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

 Assemblies of God
  Arlington Assembly of God...703-524-1667

  Calvary Gospel Church...703-525-6636

Buddhism
The Vajrayogini Buddhist Center

202-331-2122

 Churches- Catholic
St. Agnes Catholic Church... 703-525-1166

Cathedral of St Thomas More...703-525-1300
Our Lady of Lourdes ... 703-684-9261

Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic
703-979-5580

St Ann Catholic Church...703-528-6276
St. Charles Catholic Church...703-527-5500

Church of Christ
Arlington Church of Christ...703-528-0535

 Church of God- Anderson, Indiana
Church of God...703-671-6726

 Churches-Episcopal
St Andrew Episcopal Church...703-522-1600

St George   Episcopal Church...703- 525-8286
St Johns Episcopal Church...703-671-6834
St Mary Episcopal Church...703-527-6800

Churches-Episcopal
St Michael S Episcopal Church

703-241-2474
St Paul Episcopal Church...703-820-2625

St Peter’s Episcopal Church...703-536-6606
St Thomas Episcopal Church...703-442-0330

Trinity Episcopal Church...703-920-7077

 Churches Lutheran(ELCA)
Advent Lutheran Church...703-521-7010
Faith Lutheran Church...703-525-9283

German Lutheran Church...703-276-8952
Resurrection Lutheran Church...703-532-5991

Churches Lutheran(Missouri, Synod)
Our Savior Lutheran Church...703-892-4846

Churches-Nazarene
Arlington First Church of

 the Nazarene... 703-525-2516

Church- Brethren
Church of The Brethren...703-524-4100

Churches-Baptist
 Arlington Baptist Church...703-979-7344

  Cherrydale Baptist Church...703-525-8210
  First Baptist of Ballston...703-525-7824
  Mt. Zion Baptist Church...703-979-7411

Churches -Baptist-Free Will
  Bloss Memorial Free Will

Baptist Church...703-527-7040

Churches- Presbyterian
Arlington Presbyterian Church...703-920-5660

Church of Covenant ... 703-524-4115
Clarendon Presbyterian Church

703-527-9513

Little Falls Presbyterian Church
703-538-5230

Trinity Presbyterian Church...703-536-5600
Westminster Presbyterian ... 703-549-4766

Churches- Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington

703-892-2565

Churches-United Methodist
Charles Wesley United Methdist

...703-356-6336
Calvary United Methdist...703-892-5185

Cherrydale United Methodist...703-527-2621
Chesterbrook United Methodist

...703-356-7100
Clarendon United Methodist...703-527-8574
Community United Methodist...703-527-1085
Mt. Olivet United Methodist...703-527-3934

Trinity United Methodist...703-356-3312
Walker Chapel United Methodist

...703-538-5200

Churches- United Church of Christ
Bethel United Church of Christ

...703-528-0937
Rock Spring Congregational

United Church of Christ...703-538-4886

Metaphysical
 Arlington Metaphysical Chapel

...703-276-8738

Presbyterian Church
in America Churches

Christ Church of Arlington...703-527-0420

Synagogues - Conservative
 Congregation Etz Hayim...703-979-4466

Synagogues - Orthodox
Fort Myer Minyan...703-863-4520

Chabad Luvavitch of Alexandria-Arlington
...703-370-2774

Synagogue - Reconstructionist
Kol Ami, the North Virginia

Reconstructionist Community
... 571-271-8387

Westover Baptist Church
Wednesday Prayer Service 2:00 PM

Sunday 9:30 AM Sunday School

 & 11:00 AM Worship

1125 N. Patrick Henry Drive

703-237-8292

www.westoverbaptist.org

To highlight your Faith Community call Karen at 703-917-6468

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy
5312 North 10th Street
Arlington Virginia 22205
Parish Office: (703) 528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
www.rc.net/arlington/stann

All Are
Welcome!

From Page 11

Calendar

The Great Game Escape, 4 p.m. at
the Dolley Madison Library, 1244
Oak Ridge Ave., McLean. Fun and
brain-stretching games. Age 6-12.
703-356-0770.

Philadelphia Flower Show. 6:45
a.m.-8 p.m. Visit the 2009
Philadelphia Flower Show. This year’s
theme is “Bella Italia.” Bus departs the
McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean at 7 a.m.
$142/person, $117/district residents.
Price includes deluxe motor coach
transportation, a ticket to the Flower
Show, morning snacks and the
driver’s tip. Call 703-790-0123.

TUESDAY/MARCH 3
August by August, 7:30 p.m. at

Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10 advance, $12 at the
door. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

WEDNESDAY /MARCH 4
Peter Mulvey, 8 p.m. at Jammin’ Java,

227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10 in
advance, $12 at the door. 703-255-
1566 or jamminjava.com.

Runaway Colors, 10:30 a.m. at the
Dolley Madison Library, 1244 Oak
Ridge Ave., McLean. Wear a favorite
color for stories and activities. Age 2-
5 with adult. 703-356-0770.

THURSDAY/MARCH 5
BeauSoleil avec Michael Doucet.

General admission dance. 8 p.m. at
The Barns. Tickets $25. Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. 1-877-
WOLFTRAP.

Tyrone Wells, Brendan James and

Keaton Simons. Pop/rock. 8 p.m.
at Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10 in advance, $12 at the
door. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

White Burgundy and Pinot Noir.
6:30-8:30 p.m., Ritz-Carlton Tysons
Corner, 1700 Tysons Blvd., McLean.
A wine tour of one of the wine
French regions and experience the
delicate grape varietal.

The Bird and the Bee, 8 p.m. at The
Barns. $20. Wolf Trap Foundation for
the Performing Arts, 1645 Trap Road,
Vienna. 1-877-WOLFTRAP.

Portraits of Freedom Riders. 7
p.m., Alden Theatre, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. Eric Etheridge and
former Freedom Rider Rev. Reginald
Green will speak. Etheridge is the
author of “Breach of Peace: Portraits
of the 1961 Mississippi Freedom
Riders.” Tickets are first-come, first-
serve with a limit of four per person.
703-324-8428

Tiny Tot Tales, 10:30 a.m. at the
Dolley Madison Library, 1244 Oak
Ridge Ave., McLean. Stories and
activities. Age 13-23 months with
adult. 703-356-0770.

Citrus Sale. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Great Falls
Volunteer Fire Department, 9916
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. The
Great Falls Lions Club will be holding
its semi annual citrus sale.All profits
go to support local and national
Lions charities.

FRIDAY/MARCH 6
Emmanuel Ceysson, harpist. 8 p.m.

at The Barns. Tickets $35. Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. 1-877-
WOLFTRAP.

Shane Hines CD Release Show,
Stepanian and Madi Diaz. 8 p.m.
Rock. at Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple

Ave. E., Vienna. $12. 703-255-1566
or jamminjava.com.

Mariza sings Portuguese Fado, 8
p.m. at George Mason University
Center for the Arts, on the Fairfax
campus of George Mason University at
the intersection of Braddock Road and
Route 123. A pre-performance
discussion, free to ticket holders,
begins 7:15 p.m. on the Center’s Grand
Tier III. Tickets are $23-$46. Charge by
phone at 888-945-2468 or visit
www.tickets.com. www.gmu.edu/cfa.

Pig Farm. 8 p.m., 1st Stage, 1524
Spring Hill Road, Tysons Corner. A
comedy by Greg Kotis, playwright of
“Urinetown.” Tickets: $25 adults, $15
students. 1-800-838-3006 or
www.1stStageSpringHill.org.

Bruce Dale. 7-9 p.m., Tysons Corner
Marriott, 8028 Leesburg Pike,
Vienna. National Geographic
Photographer “The Making of
Images: Bad Ideas Behind Good
Photographs.” $25 online, $30 at the
door. www.leagueofrestonartists.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 7
Theresa Andersson. 7 p.m. at

Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10 in advance, $12 at the
door. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

Nature Photography. 10 a.m.-4:30
p.m., Meadowlark Botanical Gardens,
9750 Meadowlark Gardens Court,
Vienna. Two days of information and
activities. Gain an appreciation for
the natural world and learn to
improve as a photographer. $5 per
person. 703-255-3631.

Pig Farm. 4 and 8 p.m., 1st Stage,
1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons
Corner. A comedy by Greg Kotis,
playwright of “Urinetown.” Tickets:
$25 adults, $15 students. 1-800-838-
3006 or www.1stStageSpringHill.org.

THIS IS “WHISPER”
A Domestic Black
& White Short Hair,
spayed female.
Her D.O.B. is
3/26/08. Whisper
and her sister
Wendy are looking
for their forever
home. They are
sweet and smart

and love to hunt. Whisper is a little less adventurous than her
sister, but you will fall in love with her once you meet her.

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3.
4057 Chain Bridge Rd., Fairfax, VA 22030 • 703-385-7387
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Better Study Skills... 
Better
Grades.

Your child can learn.
Serving

McLean, Falls Church, Vienna, Great Falls, Tysons Corner
8290-B Old Courthouse Road, Vienna, VA 22182

703-356-7544

Help your student
gain the Education
  Edge™ with

 Huntington’s Study
Skills Program.
Poor grades and low
motivation can be signs
of poor study skills.

Call Huntington today
and speak with one
of our educators.
Discover how your

child can build Skills,
Confidence and

Motivation through
our proven program.

SAT/ACT Enrolling Now!

50% OFF
Study Skills,

Reading
 and Math

Assessments

MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

By Rob Wile

The Connection

P
allavi Rudraraju, an eighth-
grader at Cooper Middle
School in McLean, strode

confidently up to the microphone
as a cafeteria filled with nearly 100
people looked on. After more than
an hour, she had spelled her way
through 18 rounds of the second
annual Cooper Middle School
Spelling Bee. After parrying vol-
leys like “withdrawal” and
“ephemeral” with ease, just one
last word stood between her and
the Cooper spelling crown. She
was never in doubt.

“S-i-l-i-c-o-n,” she said.
The room erupted in applause.
“It felt really amazing,” she said

as she clutched her colorful trophy,
which came adorned with a cut-
out bumblebee. “Last year I didn’t
even participate [in the
schoolwide bee]. I thought that I’d
get out on ‘herpetology,’ [one of
her words from an earlier round].
I’d never really heard that word
before.”

PALLAVI, a Vienna native, had
outlasted the 33 other sixth-, sev-
enth- and eighth-graders — 22
boys and 12 girls — to take the
title. Besides the trophy, Pallavi
took home “How to Spell Like a
Champ,” a book endorsed by the
Scripps National Spelling Bee or-
ganization, the group in charge of

turned away from attending by
their daughter, who’d said they
were going to make her too ner-
vous.

“We were having a discussion
with her before we left for school,”
he said. “I said, ‘I’m going to be
there,’ and she said, ‘No Dad, I’m
going to be very nervous.’ She
wouldn’t let me come! My pleas
fell on deaf ears. But I’m really
happy, we’re really proud of her.”

Prasad Rudraraju chalks up her
daughter’s success to her love of
reading and writing.

“She has been writing a lot of
stories,” he said. “One of her fa-
vorite subjects is Harry Potter fan
fiction and she hopes to publish a
book soon. She’s got so many sto-
ries on her computers. It’s mostly
from her ability to write — that’s
where the spelling capabilities are
coming from.”

THE BEE was run by Una Higgins
and Julie Casso, two parent-vol-
unteers, and organized by Laura
McCafferty, a Cooper parent. The
Fairfax Times was the sponsor.
Eighth-graders Michael Woo and
Tim Higgins, Una Higgins’ son, fin-
ished second and third, respec-
tively.

Tim said he was just happy to
have made it to the final rounds.

“It was good, it was exciting be-
cause I didn’t get that far last year,”
he said. “It was good to be one of
the top three.” He was ultimately
felled by a rather insidious word
— “insidious.” “When I heard that
one [I knew I wouldn’t get it],” he
said.

Schools

Cooper Middle Crowns
Spelling Bee Queen
Champ could be
contestant in
Scripps National
Spelling Bee.

Photo by Rob Wile/The Connection

Pallavi Rudraraju shows off her championship trophy at
Cooper Middle School Spelling Bee finals, as runner-up
Michael Woo takes in the crowd.

“I thought that I’d
get out on
‘herpetology.’”

— Pallavi Rudraraju,
Cooper Middle School’s

Spelling Bee, winner

the nationwide contest. She also
received a subscription to Encyclo-
pedia Britannic online. She now
advances to the countywide bee,
to be held March 21, at Hayfield
Secondary School in Alexandria.
The winner of that bee will imme-
diately become a contestant in the
annual National Bee in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Pallavi’s father, Prasad, president
and CEO of an information tech-
nologies services company, said
that he and his family had been
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Sports

Once Again, McLean Boys Send South Lakes Home
Highlanders earn another region playoff berth with district tourney win over the Seahawks.

McLean High’s Sean Fitzgerald (33)
and the Highlanders reached the
Liberty District tournament basket-
ball semifinals before falling to
Langley last week. Earlier this
week, McLean traveled to T.C.
Williams for a first-round Northern
Region playoff game against the
defending state champions.
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By Rich Sanders

The Connection

S
ometimes, one team just has an-
other team’s number in the big
games. That has been the case in
regards to the McLean High boys

basketball rivalry versus South Lakes in re-
cent seasons.

For the second straight year, in a first-
round Liberty District tournament game,
McLean upset the historically playoff-tested
South Lakes squad, 66-40, Feb. 17. The
postseason game was played on South Lakes’
home gymnasium in Reston early last week.

The game was a do-or-die affair for both
teams with the winner moving on to the
district semifinals and automatically quali-
fying for this week’s 16-team Northern Re-
gion tournament. Meanwhile, the loser,
South Lakes, saw its season come to a halt-
ing end. The game qualified for a big upset
as the Highlanders (8-15) entered the tour-
nament as the eight-team district’s No. 7
seed, while South Lakes (14-9) came in as
the No. 2 seed.

Both teams also met in last year’s first
round of the playoffs with the stakes being
the same. McLean, then the No. 5 seed,
defeated the Seahawks, the No. 4 seed, in
that game to end South Lakes’ season.
McLean ended up advancing to the district
finals before losing to Langley.

Last week, following its win over South
Lakes, McLean lost the following day in a
district semifinals game to No. 3 Langley, 43-
35. That game also took place at South Lakes.

SOUTH LAKES, over the years, has been
one of the most prolific teams in the North-
ern Region. During the 1980s, ‘90s and into
this decade, the Seahawks were a region
power under former head coach Wendell
Byrd. Byrd stepped down as coach follow-
ing the end of the 2006-07 season. Under
current coach Darryl Branch, who had been
a longtime Byrd assistant, South Lakes has
put together good regular seasons before
falling to the scrappy Highlanders in first-
round district play.

McLean lost to South Lakes in both of this

winter’s regular season meetings, including
a 68-65 home setback in the final game of
the regular season on Feb. 13. But when it
counted most, the Highlanders, like last
season, got the best of the Seahawks in the
playoffs and ended their season.

The biggest key to McLean’s playoff win
last week was its ability to shut down South
Lakes standout guard Travis Williams, a
First Team All-Liberty District selection. The
senior point guard, the heart and soul of
the Seahawks and one of the region’s most
prolific players, scored just four points in
the playoff game. Four days earlier in the
regular-season finale, Williams netted 26
points against the same Highlanders’ squad
in his team’s three-point win.

“We knew we could play better [against
South Lakes] and the kids were confident
going into that [playoff] game,” said
McLean second-year coach Kevin Roller.
“We did a much better job against Travis
Williams. We changed the matchup on him
and put another player on him. I think we
were able to continually pressure him and
he never got into the flow.”

Williams nailed four 3-pointers against
McLean in the regular-season finale. But in
the playoff encounter, the Highlanders
played him much better. Williams was also
simply having a bad shooting night, often
missing jump shots when he had good looks.

McLean, which executed well on offense
throughout the playoff game, led 31-22 at
halftime and went on to play a solid sec-
ond half. The Highlanders, in the win, had
four players finish in double-digit scoring.
They were Curtis Symonds (17 points), se-
nior guard Peter Brosnan (13), junior for-
ward Sean Fitzgerald (13) and senior guard
Matt Baruch (10).

THE WIN over South Lakes advanced
McLean to last Wednesday’s semifinals
against Langley. While the Highlanders gave
the defending district champion Saxons all
they could handle, Langley came away with
the eight-point win. McLean had no answer
to stopping Langley shooting guard Derek
Baker, who has been one of the region’s
most dominant players over the past month.

Baker, a First Team All-District selection,
scored 21 points, including four 3-pointers,
to pace the Saxons.

“The big difference in the game was Derek
Baker,” said Roller. “Every time he broke
loose, he executed. We did a decent job
against him defensively, but he had a phe-
nomenal game.”

McLean trailed 23-15 at halftime and was
down by 11 in the fourth quarter before
fighting back to get within three with less
than a minute to play. But the Saxons hit
several foul shots from there on to gain
breathing room and gain the win.

Brosnan led McLean with 11 points in the
loss, while senior forward Grayson Dahl
added seven points.

MCLEAN entered the playoffs playing good

basketball. It won four of its final six
regular-season games. Those victo-
ries, all in the district, came against
Jefferson, Stone Bridge, Madison and
South Lakes. In another late season
game, the Highlanders gave regular-
season champion Woodson all it could
handle in a 54-49
loss.

McLean had lost
six in a row before
turning things
around over the fi-
nal three weeks. The
scenario was similar
to last year when the
Highlanders, follow-
ing tough stretches
of play throughout
the season, found
themselves at the
top of their game
going into the
postseason.

“Last year showed
us that you’re al-
ways building for
the district tourna-
ment,” said Roller.
“The [regular] sea-
son is a marathon.”

One reason the
Highlanders were
on a late-season roll was the strong
play of Brosnan, the team’s point
guard. Last summer, Brosnan broke a
wrist and struggled to get back into
top form throughout the winter sea-
son. But in recent weeks he was back
on top of his game. He finished the
season averaging 13 points and
earned First Team All-District honors.

“He was dealing with [the injury]
and not shooting as well the first part
of the season,” said Roller. “The last
few weeks, he was what I hoped he
would be.”

McLean was scheduled to meet de-
fending region champion T.C. Will-
iams in a first-round region playoff
game earlier this week.

“We did a
much better

job against
Travis

Williams. We
changed the
matchup on
him and put

another
player on

him.”
— Kevin Roller,

McLean High boys
basketball coach

Sports Roundups

The Marshall High athletic of-
fice is announcing an opening for a
head varsity football coach. Marshall
athletic director Joe Swarm will be col-
lecting resumes through Friday, March
6. Applicants can send their resumes to
Mr. Swarm by e-mail to
Joe.swarm@fcps.edu or by fax to 703-
714-5490, attention Joe Swarm. Former
Statesmen coach JT Biddison will be
taking over the football program at West
Springfield High School. Marshall ap-
preciates the hard work and dedication
coach Biddison put into the Statesmens’
program during his tenure at the Liberty
District school.

The Marshall High School Boosters’
annual mulch sale to benefit the stu-
dents at Marshall High will be held
Saturday, March 28. Mulch will be avail-

able to purchase at the school or to be de-
livered to homes with a preorder
purchase of 10 bags or more. Home de-
liveries will be March 27-28. Preorders
must be received by March 19. For more
information go to www.gcmboosters.org
or contact Sonnie Campos at
vicepres@gcmhsboosters.org.

McLean Youth Soccer is still ac-
cepting registrations for the spring 2009
season on the league Web site at
www.mcleansoccer.org for all returning
and new families. MYS offers various
programs for children ages 4-19, includ-
ing House/Recreation, Travel and
McLean Premier Soccer Travel, U5 for
Pre-K players and TOP Soccer for chil-
dren with special needs. The season will
begin March 30 and run through June
14. Contact the MYS administrator at

admin@mcleansoccer.org for more in-
formation or call the MYS Office at
703-506-8068.

The McLean High girls 200
medley relay team, made up of

Alexandra Yensen, Jamie
Bugel, Eva Greene and Marga-

ret Harlow, finished 11th at
the Northern Region Champi-

onships two weeks ago at Oak
Marr Recreation Center. Then,

last week at the state meet,
held at Freedom Center in

Manassas, the foursome
finished a strong 12th place in

the event.
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McLean Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-917-6439 or  richsand8@aol.com
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45OFF
Any Complete

Refinishing Project$
WINTER SPECIAL! America’s preferred refinisher

since 1979!

Don’t Replace It -

Refinish it!

Completely restore your

BATHTUBS
WALL TILES OR COUNTERTOPS

to just like new for up to 75% less than replacing!

Miracle Method®

SURFACE RESTORATION

www.MiracleMethod.com

Offer good through March 31, 2009 Call today for a free estimate.

703-738-4801

Home Sales

Copyright 2008 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

To search for a home online, visit www.HomesDatabase.com.

01/01/09 ~ 01/31/09

Address ................................ BR FB HB ... Postal City .... Sold Price ... Type ....... Lot AC ..................... Subdivision
818 CLINTON PL .......................... 4 ... 4 ... 2 ......... MCLEAN ........ $2,300,000 .... Detached ..... 1.12 ................. LANGLEY FOREST
2155 ROYAL LODGE DR ............... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... FALLS CHURCH .. $1,549,799 .... Detached ..... 0.14 ............ STOCKWELL MANOR
6612 ORLAND STREET ST E ........ 5 ... 6 ... 2 ... FALLS CHURCH .. $1,450,000 .... Detached ..... 0.31 ... WETMORELAND HEIGHTS
1203 ALPS DR ............................... 4 ... 4 ... 1 ......... MCLEAN ........ $1,350,000 .... Detached ..... 1.48 ......................... COURTS THE
6715 DEAN DR ............................. 6 ... 5 ... 0 ......... MCLEAN ........... $915,000 .... Detached ..... 0.24 ................. HILLSIDE MANOR
1781 CHAIN BRIDGE RD #108 .... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ......... MCLEAN ........... $825,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ........... MORGAN AT MCLEAN
7402 SENECA RIDGE DR .............. 3 ... 3 ... 2 ......... MCLEAN ........... $778,000 .... Townhouse .. 0.04 ..................... MCLEAN RIDGE
5927 OAKDALE RD ....................... 3 ... 3 ... 0 ......... MCLEAN ........... $760,000 .... Detached ..... 0.50 ..... CHESTERBROOK WOODS
1534 FOREST VILLA LN ............... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ......... MCLEAN ........... $720,000 .... Detached ..... 0.47 ....................... FOREST VILLA
1320 LESSARD LN ........................ 4 ... 3 ... 2 ......... MCLEAN ........... $702,000 .... Townhouse .. 0.03 ..................... MCLEAN CREST
7476 CARRIAGE HILLS DR ........... 2 ... 2 ... 2 ......... MCLEAN ........... $695,000 .... Townhouse .. 0.04 ................... HUNTING RIDGE
6606 BEVERLY AVE ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ......... MCLEAN ........... $650,000 .... Detached ..... 0.38 ........................ GRASS RIDGE
6915 BERKELEY ST ...................... 5 ... 2 ... 1 ... FALLS CHURCH ..... $649,000 .... Detached ..... 0.33 .................... WESTHAMPTON
1445 DEWBERRY CT .................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ......... MCLEAN ........... $648,500 .... Detached ..... 0.26 ... BROYHILLS MCLEAN ESTS
1661 STRINE DR .......................... 5 ... 3 ... 0 ......... MCLEAN ........... $630,000 .... Detached ..... 0.27 ..................... DANA HEIGHTS
1726 SUSQUEHANNOCK DR ........ 4 ... 3 ... 0 ......... MCLEAN ........... $610,000 .... Detached ..... 0.33 . WEST LEWINSVILLE HEIGHTS
2201 REDDFIELD DR .................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... FALLS CHURCH ..... $600,000 .... Detached ..... 0.44 ............................ REDDFIELD
6177 HARDY DR ........................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ......... MCLEAN ........... $600,000 .... Detached ..... 0.32 ................... POTOMAC HILLS
6523 FAIRLAWN DR ..................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ......... MCLEAN ........... $575,000 .... Detached ..... 0.24 ................... ELNIDO ESTATES
1909 FOXHALL RD ....................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ......... MCLEAN ........... $560,000 .... Detached ..... 0.26 ................................FOXHALL
6437 OLD CHESTERBROOK RD ... 5 ... 2 ... 1 ......... MCLEAN ........... $550,000 .... Detached ..... 0.32 ............................... OAKVIEW
2001 HIGHBORO WAY ................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... FALLS CHURCH ..... $532,500 .... Townhouse .. 0.04 ... WESTMORELAND SQUARE
1638 LA SALLE AVE ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ......... MCLEAN ........... $520,000 .... Detached ..... 0.22 ................... HUNTING RIDGE
2224 GLENHEATHER DR .............. 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... FALLS CHURCH ..... $499,000 .... Detached ..... 0.24 ........................... CHURCHILL
2025 HIGHBORO WAY ................. 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... FALLS CHURCH ..... $475,000 .... Townhouse .. 0.00 ... WESTMORELAND SQUARE
2149 DOMINION WAY .................. 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... FALLS CHURCH ..... $425,000 .... Townhouse .. 0.04 ............ MARSHALL HEIGHTS
6800 FLEETWOOD RD #804 ........ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ......... MCLEAN ........... $320,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ...... MC LEAN HOUSE NORTH
2009 HILEMAN RD ....................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... FALLS CHURCH ..... $310,443 .... Detached ..... 0.23 ....................... PIMMIT HILLS
1521 SPRING GATE DR #10403 .. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ......... MCLEAN ........... $275,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............... GATES OF MCLEAN
2230 GEORGE C MARSHALL DR#723 . 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... FALLS CHURCH ..... $263,890 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ........................ RENAISSANCE
8350 GREENSBORO DR #904 ..... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ......... MCLEAN ........... $252,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............................... ROTONDA
2230 GEORGE C MARSHALL DR#718 . 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... FALLS CHURCH ..... $250,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ........................ RENAISSANCE
1734 WESTWIND WAY #117 ....... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ........ MC LEAN .......... $235,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors .................. WESTERLIES THE
1504 LINCOLN WAY #429 ........... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ........ MC LEAN .......... $210,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ....... FOUNTAINS AT MCLEAN
7618 SAVANNAH ST #18/203 ..... 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... FALLS CHURCH ..... $153,900 .... Garden 1-4 Floors .... FALLS CHURCH GARDENS
7612 SAVANNAH ST #12/101 ..... 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... FALLS CHURCH ..... $136,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors .... FALLS CHURCH GARDENS

To have business notes listed, send to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com or
7913 Westpark Drive, McLean, VA
22102. Call 703-917-6449 with ques-
tions. Deadline is Friday.

Jacqueline (Jackie) Krick, presi-
dent of ECU Communications, recently
accepted the appointment as Vice Presi-
dent to lead the Northern Virginia
Chapter of the Mid-Atlantic Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce. The NOVA
Chapter includes the counties of Fairfax,

Arlington, Loudoun, Prince William, and
Stafford as well as the City of Alexan-
dria.

Krick’s plans include strengthening
the NOVA Chapter through growing the
numbers of members in diverse indus-
tries, leveraging local and regional
opportunities, and establishing mean-
ingful events for chapter members.

Mark H. Siciliano of The Washing-
ton Group based in McLean has been
honored by Northwestern Mutual with
its 2009 Southern Region Leader
Award. Out of all Southern Region
Northwestern Mutual Financial Net-
work representatives, Siciliano ranked
first.  The honor recognizes Siciliano for
an outstanding year of performance.

Krick Siciliano

Business Notes
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CAREGIVER
Caregiver needed for paralyzed teenage 
boy in Great Falls. 9-5 M-F. $11/hr.  No 
exper. nec.  Pls call Mike 301-452-6778

EARN PAID TIME OFF!
CNA’s/Companions/Live - Ins 

Needed immediately to  help with  daily 
meals, errands, chores, laundry, etc. 
Flexible schedules - work when you 
want.  Paid training, double time for hol-
idays.    PT/FT.   Call now 703-766-4019.

Experienced & Dynamic RN
If You Want to Become a Partner in the 

Business Expansion of a Home 
Health Care Agency in Fx Co

Call: 703-340-8570

GREAT JOB OPPORTUNITY

Work at Historic Mount Vernon
Part-Time  Tour Guide positions 

available
Call or email: Gail Cassidy 

703-799-8610
gcassidy@mountvernon.org

GYMNASTICS INSTRUCTORS
Gymnastics instructors needed for 
Herndon, VA gym school.  Full time 
and part time positions available. 
Call Marty or Leah (703) 471-6088.

HOUSE CLEANERS
PT/FT. M-F.  Day work.  Sal. range  $10-14/hr. 
Will train. Car necessary. Call 703-255-0746

MYSTERY SHOPPERS
Earn up to $150/day.  Undercover shoppers 
needed to judge retail and dining establish-
ments.  Exp. not req’d.   Call: 877-737-7506 

Fee with credit card required. 

MYSTERY SHOPPERS
Mystery Shoppers earn up to $150 a day.  

Under cover shoppers needed to judge retail 
and dining establishments.  Exp. not req’d.  

Some Fees may apply.   877-699-9790

NURSERY SALES
Seeking F/T seasonal, reliable, hard 
working cust service nursery sales assoc 
w/flexible skill set to operate heavy 
equip, unload trucks, move displays, 
clean & org work areas & other duties.  
Send res to Mary: apfgarden.com or ap-
ply in person Wed, Th, Fri betwn 11a -3p 
@ 10106 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.

SALES EXECUTIVE
110K-225K First Year

Potential Income.  No travel

888-454-2057

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

Recently, my wife Dina, was in a car acci-
dent on Rock Creek Park in Washington,
D.C., through no fault of her own, admitted
to on the scene by the other driver.
Fortunately, no one was hurt. However,
Dina’s car appears to have been “totaled.” At
present, two weeks after the accident, we’re
still waiting for both sides to adjust/agree on
the car’s assessment and therein lies the
confusion.

Both companies, brand name insurers of
unquestioned and unparalleled integrity,
have reacted quickly to their respective cli-
ent’s call-ins. So quickly, in fact, that neither
company has had the real-time information
in as timely a manner as we have since the
claims process has been tended to with the
utmost care and concern. What I mean is,
Dina (as the driver) and yours truly (as the
owner) are both receiving calls from both
insurers seeking information and status con-
cerning what action has been taken (car
seen/adjusted, car towed, where towed; and
hearing who else had to determine what in
order for all interested parties — insurers and
insureds — to agree) or still needs to be
taken, all in an extremely efficient and
responsive pursuit of the truth, justice and
settlement of the pending claim and ultimate
disbursement of funds.

The problem is that both insurers’ proac-
tiveness has caused Dina and I to act cau-
tiously, so cautiously in fact that, two weeks
after the accident, no decision has been
made; no repairs have been authorized, and
of course, no settlement has been offered.
Let me amend that. A settlement offer was
made to me by my insurance company.
However, when I told the other driver’s
insurance company’s claims person of my
company’s offer, she balked at its legitimacy,
so to speak, because she said that her com-
pany’s adjuster hadn’t even seen the car yet.
As a result, rather than upset the other
driver’s insurance company, who I had
hoped would settle with my insurance com-
pany — and its subrogation department, and
include my $1,000 collision deductible in
the “total” check, I called my insurance com-
pany and withdrew my consent to their set-
tlement offer, paperwork concerning which I
had not yet “over-nighted” due to the criss-
crossing of customer service/claims phone
calls we were still both continuing to receive.

When I advised my car insurance com-
pany’s claims representative of this deci-
sion/further delay, she was a bit perturbed (I
realize it was costing them money; storage
fees, no sale at auction, etc.) and asked what
insurer I wanted to “ go through” to settle
this claim. I replied that I didn’t preferrably
want to “go through” anybody (my insurance
company versus the other driver’s), I simply
wanted to involve all the parties that, based
on the number and variety of insurance
company phone calls that Dina and I were
receiving, sounded like I was supposed to, to
facilitate the claim. At the very least, I
thought, both sides needed to have an equal
opportunity to gather all the information
deemed appropriate/necessary to assess the
damage/make a settlement offer (what do I
know?). Given her attitude, apparently, I
wasn’t supposed/expected to do that.

I guess I was supposed to do what my
insurance company advised me to do.
Whatever confusion I was experiencing,
whatever cross-communicating we were still
receiving, would all be sorted out at settle-
ment, if and when a final offer was made,
and I should let the professionals work it all
out on my behalf.

And though it all still sounded reasonable,
I couldn’t help wondering exactly who wants
to know what and why, and how all of it
effects Dina and me, and what’s all the rush
anyway?

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

‘Total’
Confusion
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CAD
Train for a career in computer-aided 
design at Westwood College. Call 

800-342-2249 today to receive your free 
Career Success Kit!

www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER   TRAINING

Immediate Openings. Ideal for
students/others. Customer

Sales/Svc. Flex Schedules.  All
ages 18+. Conditions apply.

Call 703-359-7600

PART-TIME OPENINGS
GREAT PAY!

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid. Call
John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or
email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

To have community events listed in the Connec-
tion, send to mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 25
 On the Importance of Girlfriends. 7-9 p.m.,

The Vienna Presbyterian Church, 124 Park St.
N.E., Vienna. Learn to establish a similar circle
of friends that can be as dear as the ones in the
past. Fee: $45/non members; $35/Center Circle
Donors (Members). Visit
www.thewomenscenter.org or call 703-281-
2657 to register.

Project Support Grant Deadline. Project
Support Grants for Arts Organizations are due at
the Arts Council offices by 5 p.m. Call Jeannette
Thomas, Grants Administrator, at 703-642-0862,
Ext. 4.

Clergy Abuse Peer Support. 7-8:30 p.m.,
Tysons-Pimmit Hills Regional Library, 7684
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. The monthly peer
support group for survivors of clergy abuse and
others affected by the abuse will meet. The
group meets on the last Wednesday of every
month. Free. Confidential. No registration
required. For information or directions, contact
Ellen Radday at 703-538-6128.

THURSDAY/FEB. 26
Bankruptcy Basics. 7-9 p.m., The Campagna

Center, 418 S. Washington St., Alexandria. A
bankruptcy attorney will discuss various types of
consumer bankruptcy and your rights in dealing
with creditors and debt collectors. The program
will include bankruptcy and non-bankruptcy
options available to prevent, avoid, or best deal
with late/out-of-control mortgage payments or
impending foreclosure. $45/person, $35/Center
Circle Donors. To register go to
www.thewomenscenter.org or call 703-281-
2657.

SATURDAY/FEB. 28
Empowering Partnerships. 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.,

George Mason University Johnson Center, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Learn more about
innovative collaboration strategies from the
experts to expand your reach and audience. $5/
person, free for members. Reserve seats by e-
mailing rsvp@artsfairfax.org.

Marital Assets and Your Rights. 10 a.m.-1
p.m., The Women’s Center, 127 Park St., N.E.,
Vienna. Learn how Virginia courts divide assets
and liabilities upon divorce, how to determine
whether property is marital or separate and the
factors the court must take into account in
making its decisions. $55/person, $45/Center
Circle Donors. To register go to
www.thewomenscenter.org or call 703-281-
2657.

SUNDAY/MARCH 8
Republican Women’s Club. 1 p.m., Kena

Temple Center, 9001 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax.
The Western Fairfax Republican Women’s Club
will hold a membership luncheon. Call: 703-
425-6542.

Bulletin Board

The work of local plein-air painters Jack
Warden and Karen Bateman is
featured in a show hosted the McLean
Project for The Arts at Great Falls Library,
9830 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls
through the end of February. Warden
and Bateman both work almost exclusively
outdoors and do a lot of their painting right
here along the Potomac River.

The artwork of Ronni Jolles of Great Falls
will be on display at Katie’s Coffeehouse,
760 Walker Road, Great Falls through Feb.
28. Visit www.RonniJolles.com.

The U.S. Geological Survey, National
Center Art Hallway, 12201 Sunrise Valley
Drive, Reston, presents paintings by Pauline
D. Lorfano March 3-30, Monday through
Friday, 7 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

Drawings, collages, and sculptures by
students of Great Falls Elementary School
under will be on display in the Great Falls
Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls,
March 3-31. On March 5, 3-5 p.m., an ice
cream social to celebrate the students’ art
will be held in the conference room.

Galleries
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Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

George Ruben
Electrical & Handyman

Services
Serving No. Va. for 20 Years

703-408-0431
Licensed & Insured

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

SMALL SCALE HOME REPAIR

D. Gudenkauf
H 703-532-8175 • C 703-216-8320

•Need rebuilt porch steps?
•Threshold(s) replaced?
•Want wood shelves built?

•Rotten or damaged siding?
•Sash cord replacement.
•Hand railing installed.

Other fixes offered
Please save this ad

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-803-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@yahoo.com

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

Organizing Closets, Garages,
Laundry and Quick Clean Up,
Doing Groceries, Bookkeeping
with QuickBooks / Excel, Pick-up
Children after School or Activities

24/hrs
703-200-9194

MaryClean On Call

ELECTRICAL

DISCOUNT ELECTRIC
Jan/Feb Discount

$48/HR.
✓Free Estimates ✓Licensed
✓Bonded ✓Insured

703-978-2813
Cell 703-851-8091

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC
703-283-9479
703-455-0319

◆Bricks    ◆Blocks, 
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Retaining Walls
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

Foster Care/Adoption:
Make a difference in the life of a child 

who needs you.
Be a foster or adoptive parent and help a child and  
provide a stable, loving home. Generous monthly 
stipend; 24-hour support; ongoing training provided. 
Call Phillips Teaching Homes, (703) 941-3471 ext. 

217, for more information or visit our website. 
www.phillipsprograms.org Training starts soon.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

2 To Share

Bluemont Hm to Shr-Horses 
& Pets OK $700/mo 540-554-
4540  owners.com/daj6284

Bluemont, home to shr, 12 
acres horses & pets ok. 
www.owners.com/daj6284

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Velocity Five, LLC trading as 

Velocity Five Sports 
Restaurant, 2300 Clarendon 

Boulevard, Arlington, VA 
22201. The above establish-

ment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a wine & beer 

on premises, mixed beverages 
on premises license to sell or 

manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. 

Jerry Burkot, 
Chief Operating Officer

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

29 Misc. for Sale

Antique Mahogany Buffet 
completely refinished, perfect 
condition $600, Antique Wal-
nut Ladies Rocker with inlay 
detail and cane seat & back 
completely refinished $125, 
Antique Wicker Baby Buggy 
late 1800's perfect condition, 
completely refinished, has new 
lining excellent shape $250, 
Antique Maple Child's Bed 
English late 1800's, all legs 
and guard rails are turned, 
very unique piece, completely 
refinished and perfect condi-
tion $1500. Please call or 
email me for photos & info 
703-868-1461 or 
tamralea@gmail.com

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

bob@rstarcomputerman.com
703-535-3254
ComputerMan

for Individuals &
Small Businesses

PERSONAL
COMPUTER
SERVICES

✓ Advice on Equipment
✓ Set Up and Configuration
✓ Installation
✓ Troubleshooting
✓ Tutorials and Instruction
✓ General Help

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

If tomorrow 
were never to
come, it would
not be worth
living today.

-Dagobert Runes
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

St. Joseph’s Roofing, Inc.
“For the discerning homeowner
   set on getting their roof right”

10% OFF tree removal service
Licensed, Bonded, Insured • Class A #020751A

FREE Estimates! 703-716-7663
1000’s of local references at WWW.SJROOF.COM

ROOFING ROOFING

KITCHEN &
BATH DESIGN

Class A Lic. Insured

Refacing,
Facelifts,

Basements,
Decks, Porches

MichaelsRemodeling.com

703-764-9563
Since 1979 Free Est.

Bigsculpture.org

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

www.Patriot Painting.net

Deep Winter
Discounts

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PLOUTIS PAINTING
& CONTRACTING

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING
GENERAL CARPENTRY & MORE
OVER 48 YEARS EXPERIENCE

*FREE ESTIMATES
Mention Ad for 10% Discount

703-360-1215
WWW.PLOUTISPAINTING.COM

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

IMPROVEMENTS PAINTING

PAINTING

I am easily
satisfied with 
the very best.

-Winston Churchill

Jump Rope for Heart

O
n Wednesday, Feb. 11, Churchill
Road Elementary School physical
education teacher Jordan Craig-

Kuhn had his head shaved on the morning
news program, as the culmination of the
school’s Jump Rope for Heart fund-raiser
on behalf of the American Heart Associa-
tion. Craig-Kuhn agreed to shave his head
if the school raised $20,000 for the charity.
When the final moment arrived, the 234
students and families amount fell shy of the
goal by a mere $39 and Craig-Kuhn wrote
the final check himself. All of the students
were delighted to see the top fund-raiser,
fifth-grader Laura Johnston, shave Craig-
Kuhn’s head live on the news program.

MCC Appoints
New Director

T
he McLean Community Center
(MCC) has appointed George A.
Sachs as its new
intergenerational program di-

rector. As director, Sachs will oversee pro-
gramming and services in all areas of youth,
senior and family programming, including
the Old Firehouse Teen Center, a satellite
facility. The center is located at 1234
Ingleside Ave.

Sachs served as the center’s deputy di-
rector for four years, from 1991-1994, ad-
ministering the facilities, overseeing the
operating budget and supervising program
directors. Prior to rejoining MCC, he was
co-owner and chief financial officer of
LifeQuest Swim and Fitness Club in Myrtle
Beach, S.C., where he directed operations
and oversaw bookkeeping and contracts.
Under his administration, the club spon-
sored several community events, such as the
annual Columbus Day sprint triathlon, a
fund-raiser to benefit the American Red
Cross.

In addition, he has held management
positions with George Mason University,
adjunct professor for parks, recreation and
leisure services and associate athletic direc-
tor for recreation/sports and facilities;
Fairfax County Department of Recreation
and Community Services, recreation spe-

cialist; and Fairfax County Park Authority,
manager, Wakefield Park and Recreation
Center. Sachs holds a bachelor of science
degree in education from Old Dominion
University. He has been a member of the
National Recreation and Park Association
and the Virginia Recreation and Parks Soci-
ety.

For more detailed information on the
center’s programs and services, visit:
www.mcleancenter.org.

Photos by Kim Moran

Jordan Craig-Kuhn, Churchill Road Elementary School teacher, an-
nounces on the morning news program that the $20,000 goal has been
met and he will be going through with getting his head shaved. From
left, Laura Johnston, Craig-Kuhn, and morning news anchors, Aaliyah
Booker and Ellie Womack.

Laura Johnston, top fund-raiser,
begins shaving Jordan Craig-
Kuhn’s head.
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