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By Michael Lee Pope
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T
he old adage says there’s
no such thing as a free
lunch. But members of the

City Council regularly take free
lunches, rounds of golf, movie tick-
ets and skybox tickets to Redskins
games. The disclosures are part of
a statement of economic interest,
which are filed each year with the
city clerk.

According to a review of the last
three years worth of disclosure
forms, Mayor Bill Euille received

the most amount of gifts. The larg-
est dollar amounts came from Wil-
liam D. Euille and Associates, his
construction firm located in a low-
slung brick building tucked behind
Generous George’s Pizza on Colvin
Street. Euille said he makes a habit
of using his company’s credit card
to buy gas for his company car
while he’s driving around the city
doing official business as mayor.
He also asks his company secre-
tary to type city letters and uses a
company cell phone to conduct

Disclosure forms show City Council
members receive a wide range of gifts.

Better To Receive

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

T
he average residential
property tax bill could
go up by as much as
$85 if City Council

members decide to move forward
with a proposal to raise the tax
rate a maximum of 6 cents. On
average, that would mean residen-
tial property taxpayers would have
to pay more than $4,311 at a time
when many families are struggling
to make ends meet. Although
Mayor Bill Euille signaled that he
would be willing to increase the
tax rate another penny — raising
the average tax bill by $4,395 —

only Councilman Ludwig Gaines
was willing to go along with that
proposal.

“I think the proposal the mayor
has made goes too far, and I think
sends the wrong message to tax-
payers in the city,” said Council-
man Tim Lovain, who introduce a
motion to advertise the maximum
tax rate at 90.5 cents for every
$100 of assessed value. “I recog-
nize that it’s just a maximum, but
especially when we start saying
out loud how that money could be
spent it gives false hope to those
who have advocated increased
spending for particular programs.”

Council considers raising taxes, but
warn of inevitable cuts to services.

More Taxes,
Fewer Services

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

L
ong before City Hall be-
gan purchasing plots of
land that were later as-

sembled to become Fort Ward
Park, Elizabeth Douglas at-

the schoolhouse, Douglas says,
10 to 15 bodies are buried in
red mud under homemade con-
crete markers. In the 1950s, a
woman she called “Aunt Clara”
was buried there — a beloved
matron of the community
whose grave she visited often.

But the next few years would
bring rapid change that would
distance her and Aunt Clara.

First the City of Alexandria
moved its boundaries west-
ward, then the city began buy-
ing plots of land in an effort to
create a new park at the old
Civil War fort where a Connecti-
cut artillery brigade guarded
against Confederate attack
from a road then known as the
Alexandria turnpike. So city of-
ficials bought land from Eagle
Crest Development in the late
1950s to head off a proposed
subdivision on the western end
of the park. Although some of
the African-American proper-
ties on the eastern edge of the
land had clouded titles in the
early 1960s, the city eventually
got everything it wanted after

tended a one-room schoolhouse
that was located on what is now
the eastern edge of the park. She
has fond memories of visiting the
family burial yard outside the
school where members of a com-
munity that old-timers still refer
to as “the fort.” There, outside of

Long-neglected cemetery obscured
by a city-owned maintenance yard.

History Behind the Gate
Elizabeth Douglas looks out a window in the kitchen of the house where she grew
up, where she still lives across the street from T.C. Williams High School.

A padlock bars entry into the family burial yard where
the city now operates a maintenance yard.
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From Page 1

News

Last week, City Council members heard from 52
speakers who were advocating that programs slated
for the chopping block by City Manager Jim
Hartmann be restored. The vast majority of speak-
ers were concerned about cuts to the city’s social
services, speaking out against everything from the
elimination of substance-abuse prevention therapists
to reduced levels of funding for early childhood edu-
cation. Hartmann’s proposal would reduce the bud-
get by $3.6 million by eliminating 24.8 health and
welfare positions, creating longer wait times for psy-
chiatric patients in need of medication and increased
caseloads for social workers charged with determin-
ing eligibility for food stamps.

“Nonprofits don’t need to be cut off at the knees,”
said Urban League President Laverne Chatman, who
spoke out against $83.4 million worth of cuts to so-
cial-service programs that her organization runs. “We
need to be fully functioning now more than ever.”

IN FEBRUARY, Hartmann proposed a $524.3 mil-
lion general fund budget, which was 3.3 percent
lower than the budget approved by City Council last
year because of dwindling revenues tied to the
slumping housing market. Hartmann’s budget pro-
posal cut back many services and increased the job
descriptions for those whose positions were not

eliminated. Many of the speakers who appeared at
City Hall last week opposed Hartmann’s suggestion
to save $171,300 by cutting back the Alexandria
Library’s Local History Special Collections branch to
three days a week with one Saturday a month.

“A cutback of a day to the Special Collections is not
the same as a cutback in a day to any other branch of
the library,” said Ted Pulliam, a frequent user of the
local history collection. “Having only one Saturday a
month is just totally inadequate.”

Other cuts that received opposition included a
$324,800 reduction of funding to local nonprofits
through the Fund for Human Services, $56,641 re-
duction of funding for the Alexandria Economic De-
velopment Partnership and $30,000 reduction of
funding to the Alexandria Commission for the Arts.
Ten different speakers said they would not mind pay-
ing more taxes if it meant that service cuts wouldn’t
be so severe this year. Yet over the weekend, council
members warned that even if they increase taxes con-
tinued declines in property values could create more
problems in the years to come.

“We cannot sustain what we have today,” said Coun-
cilman Justin Wilson, who predicted an 11-cent in-
crease in the tax rate next year just to maintain
Hartmann’s reduced level of services next year. “I
think we are looking at a train wreck coming over
the next few years.”

More Taxes, Fewer Services
City Council chambers were packed last week with speakers who opposed several cuts
to next year’s budget.

‘Mayors for Meals’
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Teetotaler Smile
For many businesses struggling to make ends meet as the local

economy continues to sag, the thought of dealing with bureau-
crats at City Hall is a source of endless anxiety. Take Smile Mar-
ket, the Parker Gray grocery store located at the corner of Queen
and Henry streets that was once occupied by Sykes Auto Parts.
Owner Asegedech Kelecha wanted to open a restaurant in the
market, but she found herself in the middle of a zoning firestorm
when she applied for a permit to sell alcohol in November.

“The history of this neighborhood teaches us that when alcohol
is served, we residents are subjected to public drunkenness, uri-
nation in our alley and on our properties, littering of alcohol con-
tainers, vandalism and threats to our pets,” wrote neighbor Claire
Lison in a letter opposing all alcohol sales at the location.

In late November, Kelecha signed a memorandum of under-
standing with Inner City Civic Association President Leslie
Zupan agreeing that Smile Market would never request approval
for off-premise alcohol sales, which are sometimes referred to as
carryout sales. But then Kelecha tried to cancel the memoran-
dum before giving in to the pressure and withdrawing her re-
quest to sell alcohol at all on Feb. 19. Last weekend, City Council
members approved her special-use permit to open an alcohol-
free restaurant in the market.

“I’m very frustrated with this process,” said Kelecha. “I may
apply for on-premise again at some point in the future if I can
stay in business. For now it looks like I’m failing because business
is very slow.”

Soviet Bread
As Northern Virginia residents continue to slog through one of

the worst daily traffic jams on the East Coast each day, the folks
at the Virginia Department of Transportation are trying to come
up with potential solutions to the problem. But City Council voted
on Saturday to withhold support for a project on the Shirley Me-
morial Highway until solutions can be found for a number of
problems West End residents have with the proposal.

Council members and West End residents noted a number of
potential problems for the project, including narrow shoulders
that may prove to be a problem for emergency responders, a
Shirlington Circle interchange that could be difficult to navigate
and a bus station positioned in the middle of an intersection. But
it’s not all bad news. Councilman Tim Lovain expressed sup-
port for the concept of “congestion pricing” that would allow driv-
ers to be charged varying rates minute-to-minute depending on
how clogged the roads were at that time.

“Our highways are free only in the sense that bread was cheap
in the Soviet Union,” said Lovain.

Live or Memorex?
Most people who appear before City Council do not bring their

own sound effects. But Old Town resident Andrea Stowers
wanted the elected leaders to know how noisy the motorcoaches
are that regularly crisscross her neighborhood. So she brought a
tape recorder that emitted recorded sounds as she explained her
support of a new system to regulate the oversized buses that maul
street corners and rip down telephone wires.

“This is my bedroom window,” said Stowers as the sound of
idling motorcoaches were broadcast through the council chamber’s
microphone. “I’m going to leave it on so you get a taste of how
difficult it is to think.”

Although City Council members had originally considered a plan
to create a new regulatory regime using $25,000 from the city’s
contingent reserve, the version that made the final cut Saturday
used leftover money from last year’s snow-removal fund. Council
members also asked the Traffic and Parking Board to consider a
proposal that would designate new 30-minute motorcoach park-
ing spaces between in the 100 block of North Washington Street
and 100 block of South Washington Street.

“I think I’ll turn this off now,” Stowers said after letting her
recorder play for about 30 seconds.

“Thank you,” said Vice Mayor Del Pepper. “We appreciate
that.”

— Michael Lee Pope

Council Notebook

On Wednesday, March 18, more than 1,000 mayors from around the U.S. were
delivering meals as volunteers in the national Meals on Wheels program.  In
Alexandria, Mayor Bill Euille delivered meals with former Redskin and Pitts-

burgh Steeler, Roy Jefferson.  Enid Borden, President and CEO of the Meals On Wheels Association of America thanked
the mayor, Roy Jefferson, Senior Services of Alexandria staff, and Meals on Wheels volunteers for their continued
effort to deliver meals to the city’s homebound elderly. With Borden are former president and board member of Se-
nior Services of Alexandria Bill Harris, Roy Jefferson, Ronald Bradley and Mayor Bill Euille.



4  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  March 19-25, 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

People

See Helping Youth,  Page 11

By Steve Hibbard

Gazette Packet

B
ethany Munt, 23, of
Alexandria was
crowned Miss Greater

Springfield 2009, the first
step in the Miss America Pag-
eant, on Saturday, Feb. 28 at
Greenspring. She won $1,000
and the chance to compete in
the Miss Virginia pageant in
June in Roanoke.

“I entered Miss Springfield
and things just clicked,” said
Munt. “I was very surprised
and honored to have won….
This is the first time that I’ve
even placed; I was absolutely
speechless.”

She competed against six
other girls in talent, swimsuit,
evening gown, onstage ques-
tion and interview. Her plat-
form was Strong American
Schools, based in the District,
which promotes education.

“She seems to be a sponge,
seems to be absorbing every-
thing,” said Jerry Burks, execu-
tive director of the pageant.
“She seems to want to be out
in the community, talking about
her platform and she wants to
meet the young girls. It’s part
of being out in the public and
being seen.”

With an undergraduate de-
gree in child development from
Hobart and William Smith Col-
lege in Geneva, N.Y., Munt
taught school in New York and
New Zealand, where she said,
“I was blown away by their edu-
cation system.” Now she’s work-
ing on her master’s degree at
GMU’s School of Public Policy.

With Strong American
Schools, she said, “Their ulti-

mate goal is to get people think-
ing about why education should
be taken seriously.”

She has also competed in the
Miss New York pageant, the
Apple Blossom pageant and
Miss Arlington, but didn’t place.

Munt calls her experience
with the Greater Springfield
pageant “fantastic,” pointing
out that they gave roses to con-
testants in the evening gown
portion. “My favorite part was
they had little historical parts
to introduce each section,” she
said.

When she’s not competing,
she coaches gymnastics on the
weekend for JW Tumble in Ar-
lington. She also coaches at
Barcroft Community Center.

In the future, she hopes to do
something with education
policy, whether it be working on
the legislative side or working
with interest groups. For now,
she manages a local dog-walk-
ing company.

Bethany Munt of Alexandria is
crowned Miss Greater Springfield.

There She Is …

To have a People Note published in
the Gazette-Packet, send an e-mail to
gazette@connectionnewspapers or call
Rebecca Halik 703-917-6407. Pictures
encouraged.

Lafayette Frederick (’52) of Al-
exandria, received the Washington
State University Alumni Association
(WSUAA) Alumni Achievement
Award. The award is the highest
honor bestowed by the WSUAA and
recognizes Frederick for his out-
standing teaching, research,
mentoring and contributions to the

fields of botany and mycology.

Century 21 Real Estate LLC, re-
cently recognized sales associate
David S. Warner with the Century
21 Quality Service Pinnacle Producer
Award for 2008.

Air Force Airman Andrew C.
Desjardins has graduated from
basic military training at Lackland
Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas.
Desjardins is the son of Doreen and
Alan Desjardins of Alexandria. He
graduated from a home school pro-
gram in 2006.

People Notes

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

A
 native of Peru, Amalia Quinones came to
America in 1986 and held a number of
social service positions since then. In 2006,
she became a substance-abuse therapist

for Tucker Elementary School and Brent Place Apart-
ments. Earlier this year, City Manager Jim Hartmann
recommended eliminating her position.

What kinds of things does a substance-
abuse prevention therapist do?

In the morning, I work at Tucker Elementary School
where I run a program for students at the school
and I also make home visits for students who have
some problem with misbehavior or other kinds of
problems. During the day I run a program that
teaches kids to say no to drugs, and after that I work
with tutors to help the children learn to read. For
many of these students, English is their second lan-
guage. I also work with a group of mothers to help
teach how important it is for their children to do
well in school.

What kind of work do you do at Brent
Place Apartments?

I started a tutoring and mentoring program there,
as well as programs for mothers and fathers to teach
parenting skills. This works with participation from

the community. One of the goals of this program is
to let people at Brent Place know how they can be
involved in the community and what services are
available to them from the city. We have a Mothers’
Day program and a Fathers’ Day program as well as
a Children’s Day program.

How do you persuade kids to stay away
from drugs?

I run a program called “Too Good for Drugs” for
children in the first grade because this is a time to
teach these lessons. I explain to the kids what the
consequences of taking drugs are and how it will
make them feel in their brain. And then we have
activities that show them how to make the right de-
cisions that will help them say no to drugs. It’s im-
portant that the school and the parents and the com-
munity work together to teach these messages.

Are children under much peer pressure to
do drugs?

Yes, it is true. Children are under a lot of peer pres-
sure to do drugs. That’s why we teach the children
how to say resist the drugs and help the parents know
what warning signs to look for.

As you know, the city manager has recom-
mended eliminating your position. How do
you feel about the possibility of being laid
off?

I am very concerned about the future of these stu-
dents and this community where I am working be-
cause I think they are learning a lot about preven-
tion. I feel very unhappy about this situation because
I would like to continue working with this commu

Photo courtesy of the Alexandria Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse

Amalia Quinones reads to children at Brent Place Apartments.

Amalia Quinones is a city
employee who could be
laid off this summer.

Keeping Children
Off Drugs, for Now

Bethany Munt
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Open 9-6 • 7 Days
     9023 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax, VA

703-573-5025
2 miles west of I-495 on

Rt. 50 (Vienna Metro)
CravensNursery.com

FREE ESTIMATES
HARDSCAPING/PLANTING

60-75% OFF
ALL POTTERY
Washington’s Largest

 Selection

Mulch 3 cu. FT. $2.99
Bulk $19.95 Per cu. YD.

All Nursery Stock
Perennials

2008 STOCK ONLY

25% OFF
Pansies
Reg. $1.89 .97¢

Patios, walls,
walkways,
paver driveways
& so much more
Now at 2003 Pricing

ALEXANDRIA CITY $216,000
1262 SQ FT CONDO-GARAGE PARKING!!

Must See! This first floor unit with 9
ft ceilings and open floor plan has lots
of sunshine and a wrap-around bal-
cony! Separate DR, LR
and kitchen! Large
bedroom with deep clos-
ets, 1.5 baths.
Washer/dryer in the
unit. One garage park-
ing space conveys. Community pool, tennis courts and party room!
Buyer home warranty! Bus stop in front of building to Van Dorn metro
or Pentagon. Visual tour at www.homesdatabase.com/AX6921908

Call Audrey
703-209-6536 or 703-941-0166

From Page 1

News

condemning some of the properties and pay-
ing fair-market value to the families who had
lived there since Reconstruction.

“Who would want someone to uproot you
and buy your place out?” asked Douglas, 87,
who still lives in the house she grew up in
across from T.C. Williams High School. “That’s
what they did.”

THE STORY of how a city-owned mainte-
nance yard ended up over a family burial yard
is a story that dates back to a time when Rob-
ert E. Lee’s cousin owned a slave plantation
nearby known as Menokin. When the Civil War
erupted, the Union army seized land adjacent
to that owned by the Hooff family and began
building an earthen fort to serve as a supply
base south of the Potomac River. After the war
was over, the Union Army deserted the prop-

erty and recently
freed slaves be-
gan squatting on
the land. By the
time the city was
trying to as-
semble lands to
create Fort Ward
Park in the 1960s,
determining the
titleholders to
houses with no
plumbing or

sewer service created a problem.
“There may have been people who didn’t

want to sell but realized that their community
was changing,” said Wally Owen, curator at
Fort Ward Park. “What’s frustrating about this
is that we don’t have the full record of what
went on back then.”

The family burial yard where Clara Adams
was buried in 1953 next to other family mem-
bers eventually became a maintenance yard
where city officials store horticultural equip-
ment and park vehicles. On the occasions that
Douglas has returned to an area she still calls

“the fort,” she has become outraged that access to
the cemetery is blocked by a gate to prevent people
from entering the maintenance yard. Douglas said
that seeing the padlocked gate is a painful reminder
of how city officials treated black families when they
were trying to create Fort Ward Park in the 1960s.

“I just think they were racial,” she said one recent
afternoon while sitting at her dinner table. “Those
people were prejudiced, and that’s all there is to it.”

LATE LAST YEAR, the city’s park planning staff
issued a facility study at Fort Ward that concluded
the facility was suffering from too much use. As a
result, neighbors who live near the park began at-
tending a series of community meetings to solicit
ideas for recommendations to the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission. During one of these community
meetings, a discussion about the long-neglected fam-
ily burial yard prompted concern among several
neighbors.

“Our main goal is to improve operation and man-
agement of the park,” said Dave Cavanaugh, a neigh-
bor who has constructed a timeline of events at Fort
Ward Park. “We’d like to see a more diverse interpre-
tation of African-American history during and after
the Civil War.”

The community meetings led to an effort of sev-
eral city officials to interview several individuals who
remember what the area was like before the city
started acquiring properties in the late 1950s. The
interviews have led to a realization by modern-day
city officials that more bodies had been buried near
the Clara Adams grave than were previously known.
Now that the archeology at the Freedman’s Cemetery
on South Washington Street has been completed, a
similar undertaking is beginning to determine how
city officials should proceed with the Adams family
burial ground in the Fort Ward maintenance yard.
This week, the Department of Recreation, Parks and
Cultural Activities scheduled another public meeting
to gather ideas about what should happen at the park.

“I think if everybody puts their heads together we’ll
all be able to come up with a good process,” said
City Archeologist Pam Cressey. “But we’ll need to have
plenty of discussion about this before we make a
decision.”

City Yard Obscures Cemetery
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“Who would want
someone to uproot
you and buy your
place out? That’s
what they did.”

— Elizabeth Douglas

This fence prevents access to the grave of Clara Adams and others buried on the
eastern edge of Fort Ward Park.
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com,Realtors®

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

Alex./Rosemont
$849,000

Lovely 3 lvl, 4
bedrm, 2.5 bath
Colonial w/family
rm & rec rm.
Updated kitchen &
baths! Landscaped
yard w/patio &
vine-covered
pergola. Off-street
parking & blocks to
2 Metros!
16 W. Myrtle Street
Christine Garner

703-587-4855

Alexandria $1,350,000
WOW! Reduced $350,000! Amazing home located on cul-
de-sac w/nearly 5,000 SF, 5 bedrms, 3.5 baths, huge
dream kitchen adjoining large family rm w/stone fireplace
& 2-car garage. 301 Columbia Road

Mary Hurlbut  703-548-4741

Alexandria
Top floor 2 bedrm, 2 bath condo with sunroom &
vaulted ceilings. Open kitchen & living rm w/fireplace.
Close to Metro, 495, 395, 95 & Fairfax Parkway.

7706-8K Haynes Point Way
Marianne Welds  703-869-1320

Alexandria $505,000
Great new price for this 3 bedrm, 2.5 bath Colonial.
Very Spacious w/finished LL, front porch & garage.

6715 Woodstone Place
Anna Diefendorf  703-725-5116

Alexandria $1,199,000
Lovely 3 lvl, 4 bedrm, 3.5 bath Colonial on beautiful lot backing
to woods! 5,600 Sq. Ft. w/great  flow. Large kitchen w/ breakfast
rm opens to family rm w/ fireplace.  Master suite w/ sitting rm &
fireplace.  Blocks to bike trail & convenient to Old Town.

8819 Surrey Court
Christine Garner  703-587-4855

Alexandria $674,900
Gorgeous 3-level single family home inside the Beltway. Open
flr plan w/grand 2-story foyer, 3 bedrms+ den, 3.5 baths, 2-
car garage & huge kitchen perfect for entertaining. Minutes
from everything. 5375 Chieftain Circle

Erika Carroll 703-568-7376

Alexandria
$525,000

Beautiful 4-level
townhome in
Cameron Station
w/3 bedrms, 2.5
baths, 2
fireplaces & 2-
car garage.
Shows like a
model.

5065 Minda Court
Kerrie Price
703-901-2778

Alexandria $689,000
Beautiful brick Colonial w/newer kitchen, 4 bedrms, 2 baths
& family rm w/fireplace. Backyard oasis w/landscaping &
magnificent patio for entertaining. Ample off-street parking.

1003 Braddock Road
Hal Sadler  703-677-7515

Alexandria
$499,000

End unit TH
w/custom gourmet
kitchen, 2 massive
master suites,
Brazilian wood
floors, deck Custom
lighting, ceiling fans
& garage+carport.
One-of-a-kind home
in Old Town Greens.

1617 Potomac
Greens Drive
Gary Chute

703-371-9926

Old Town  $649,000
Renovated & gorgeous! End unit w/3 lvls, 2/3 bedrms, 1.5
baths. Off-street parking, living rm w/fireplace, custom
gourmet kitchen w/French doors to patio. Blks to everything.

901 Oronoco Street
Christine Garner  703-587-4855

$489,000
Charming 3 bedrm
Del Ray row house.
Inviting front porch
leads to a bright
open floor plan.
Deck off the kitchen
to a great backyard
for outdoor
entertaining.  Three
finished levels
w/walk-out LL &
off-street parking.

426 E. Luray
Bobi Bomar

703-927-2213

Alexandria
$309,000

Charming 2 bedrm
duplex w/spacious
deck off kitchen for
outdoor dining.
Second lvl deck
w/hot tub & a third
larger landscaped
paver patio perfect
for relaxing.
Finished LL & main
level filled with light.

112 Ingram Street
Bobi Bomar

703-927-2213
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Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

From Page 1

News

See Bulletin,  Page 24

public business. Although the mayor has disclosed
$3,500 worth of gifts from his construction company
over the last three years, Euille said that was a very
conservative estimate.

“I probably should be showing $10,000 worth of
services,” said Euille, who founded the company in
1987. “I could bill the city for gas, mileage and cell
phone, but I’ve never done that.”

Other gifts the forms show the mayor received over
the last three years include $1,000 from car dealer
Jack Taylor for tickets to sports events, $1,500 from
Joe Theismann’s Restaurant as part of a discounted
rate for the mayor’s annual Super Bowl party and
$800 worth of tickets for Chamber of Commerce
events. Because the mayor is a well-known sports
enthusiast with season tickets to Washington Wiz-
ards games at the Verizon Center, friends will often
approach him for tickets. As a result, Euille said, he

will ask Jack Taylor for hockey or baseball tickets he
can give to friends.

“Friends will ask me for tickets all the time,” said
Euille, declining to name the recipients of tickets he
acquires from Taylor. “Sometimes I call Jack to see if
he’s got any tickets available.”

BEING AN ELECTED official has its perks. Shortly
after he was first elected in 2003, Councilman Ludwig
Gaines began receiving offers of free passes to Con-
solidated movie theatres and the Northern Virginia
Regional Park Authority, which operates a golf course
and water park. Disclosure forms show he received
$500 worth of gifts from the Northern Virginia Re-
gional Park Authority and $100 worth of movie tick-
ets from Consolidated Theatres. Gaines said that he
enjoyed a few rounds of golf, took his son to the
water park a handful of times and took in a couple

Disclosure Forms Reveal Range of Gifts

To have a notice listed, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call
Rebecca Halik at 703-917-6407 with
questions.

THURSDAY/MARCH 19
 Happy Hour/Membership Night. 7

p.m. at Mango Mike’s, 4580 Duke St.
Learn about the Alexandria Jaycees
and how to get involved. E-mail
director4@alexjaycees.org or visit
www.alexjaycees.org for more.

FRIDAY/MARCH 20
 Open House. 9 a.m.-noon at

Alexandria Friends School, 3830
Seminary Road. Learn about the
school. For more information, visit
http://www.afriends.org/ or call
703-461-7222.

SATURDAY/MARCH 21
 Adoption Preparation Class. 9

a.m.-1:30 p.m. at ACW, 100

Daingerfield Road. Learn about
effects of orphanage life on a child
and more. $125/person. RSVP by
calling 703-549-7774.

Lecture. 9 a.m. at Courtyard Marriott,
4641 Kenmore Ave. $25-$30. “What
Next for REIT’s” will be discussed.
Visit www.aaiidcmetro.com for
reservations.

Meeting. 8:30 a.m.-noon at First
Baptist Church, 2932 King St. Share a

Bulletin Board

See Disclosure,  Page 24
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L
ess than a month ago, Fairfax, Arling-
ton and Loudoun counties, and the
City of Alexandria, like other local
governments, mailed each property

owner a new assessment of the fair market
value of the property.

What is your home’s fair market value?
Most homeowners probably believe that the

fair market value of their home is what they
could sell it for in a reasonable period of time
right now — say putting it on the market this
week and allowing 30-60 days. How
much would that be?

It’s a tough question this year, with
values dropping by more than 12 per-
cent on average in Fairfax, nearly 15 percent
in Loudoun, less than 5 percent in Alexandria
and about 2 percent in Arlington.

The tax assessors base their decisions on the
sales of “comparable” properties that sold in
2008, sometimes earlier. But with the number
of sales down dramatically, there are some-
times very few “comparable” sales. In Fairfax
County, the majority of sales are foreclosures.

But the assessors have decided that foreclo-
sures should not be taken into consideration
as a comparable sale.

This is questionable, and the exclusion of

foreclosure sales likely inflates the
value of many, if not most, properties.
If houses in your neighborhood have sold in
foreclosure for dramatically reduced prices,
does that affect the value of your house? You
know it does.

The value on the piece of paper sent to your
house will determine the amount of property
tax you owe this year, based on the tax rate
which in most places will not be precisely set
until April.

Local governments’ budgets, the
amount of money they have to fund
schools, public safety, libraries and
many other services, depend directly

on how much the homes in each jurisdiction
are worth, based on the tax rate. This is more
so in Virginia than in many other states where
localities have more leeway in choosing sources
of revenue. Localities in Virginia are more de-
pendent on property taxes because the Gen-
eral Assembly has strictly limited their access
to other taxes. In Virginia, because it is a “Dillon
Rule” state, localities only have exactly the
power that the General Assembly has bestowed
on them.

YOU CAN APPEAL your assessment, but the

deadlines are fast approaching and the bur-
den of proof is entirely on the homeowner. You
will need to be prepared to cite comparable
sales from 2008 that justify your view of your
home’s fair market value. There are two pos-
sible steps to appeal, first to the local depart-
ment of tax administration, then to each
locality’s Board of Equalization. The Board of
Equalization is independent of the tax asses-
sors office; it is made up of citizens appointed
by the governing board.

IN THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, the dead-
line to file an administrative

appeal with the Department of Real Estate
Assessments is April 1. The deadline for the
Board of Equalization appeals is July 1. See

http://alexandriava.gov/realestate/info/
default.aspx?id=1648.

We want to hear from you; please share your
opinion of your assessment, or any experiences
you have in appealing your assessment.

— Mary Kimm,

 mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Fair Market Value?

Editorial

Many concerns about
assessing properties in
Northern Virginia this year.

Opinion

By Susan Hepler

I
t was not a good start to
the Annual Four Mile Run
Watershed Clean-up Day

on March 14. Grey skies and
temperatures forecasted to be
in the 40s encouraged me to get
a late start at the Shirlington
site.

But already, some
several dozen people
from Arlington and
Alexandria had gathered six
bags of trash from the stream
banks when I got there at 10,
so I joined in.

A surprising amount of plas-
tic binds together the sand,
leaves, and sticks at the water’s
edge. There are bags, in vari-
ous stages of decay, some parts
of which will never break down,
such as the long blue, yellow,
or red plastic circles remaining
from tie-attached garbage bags.
There is plastic twine and plas-
tic weed-whacker string. Food-
related plastic, like red and blue
cold drink or white Styrofoam
hot drink cups, condiment cups,
red straws, and white spoons
dapple the ground. From an-
other era, a 14-foot brown
quarter-inch wide ribbon of
plastic audio tape binds to-

gether a more plastic, branches,
sand, and sticks.

EVIDENCE of human activities
is everywhere. Dog poop is
bagged, knotted neatly …and
tossed in the weeds. Candy
wrappers, foil juice boxes, an
ice cream bar wrapper — who

buys a treat and
tosses the wrapper
into the stream? Who
carefully picks up dog

waste and leaves the plastic bag
as another kind of waste?

In fact, picking up trash in-
spires imaginations. Two pairs
of black pants under some
sheets of cardboard? A bed for
a homeless person?  A sun-
bather? “Hobos,” cry some
middle-school students as they
come upon muddy sweat pants,
sandy shirts, a single sock or
shoe, the bill from a cap. There’s
a partly decomposed shirt
wedged between rocks, but still
on its blue plastic hanger.
Maybe it was forgotten by a
tired worker pausing to con-
template the river?

Just as I note I haven’t found
many beer containers, I come
upon a dozen various bottles

Talking Trash

See Trash,  Page 10

Chief Details
Budget
Allocations
To the Editor:

I wanted to take the opportunity
to clarify statements made by
Michael Pope in his “Prevention
and Prosecution” article in the
Thursday, March 12 edition of the
Gazette. He wrote that the Police
Department has received in-
creased funding for the next fiscal
year to expand staffing in its Vice
Narcotics Section. In fact, the Po-
lice Department has not received
an increase in funding or staffing;
on the contrary, the department
reduced its budget by more than
$600,000 for Fiscal Year (FY)
2010. This reduction follows simi-
lar and, in some cases, more sub-
stantial budget reductions within
the Police Department in each of
the three previous budget years.
We are not alone. Every depart-
ment in the City has been asked
to make significant budget reduc-
tions to offset real or projected
deficits.

Here are the facts regarding the
funding for the Vice/Narcotics
Section of the Alexandria Police
Department:

❖ The Alexandria Police Depart-
ment reallocated existing re-
sources from external task forces
back to our department’s Vice/
Narcotics Section. Three officers

Letters to the Editor

were transferred back to the Vice/
Narcotics Section from regional
task forces in 2008. The realloca-
tion of staff and funds is the sole
reason why an increase is shown
in the proposed Vice Narcotics sec-
tion of the FY 2010 proposed bud-
get.

❖ The costs associated with this
reallocation were identified and
accounted for in the appropriate
performance measures section of
the department’s budget report.
Leased space costs also increased
and the cost of supplying vehicles
and equipment to the three offic-
ers increased the allocation of
funding within the section to the
level indicated.

❖ The Police Department re-
ceived a small net increase in its
budget this year for fuel, due to
the City-mandated decentraliza-
tion of such costs. For FY 2010, the
City will begin to attribute fuel
costs to departments rather than
centralize the fuel budget. This
affects funding for all City depart-
ments with assigned vehicles.
Without the fuel allocation, the
Police Department’s budget did
not increase. In fact, without this
allocation and other mandatory
increases in lease costs and essen-
tial technology maintenance con-
tracts, the department’s operating
budget for FY 2010 actually de

See Letters,  Page 9

Commentary
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Shillelagh Travel Club
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web-site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials

NIAGARA FALLS, CANADA JUNE 8 – 12.................................................................$699
Includes Deluxe Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 4-Nights Hotel, Breakfast & Dinner Daily, Maid
of the Mist Boat Ride, Tour of Toronto,  Niagara & Niagara-on-the-Lake, Visits to Welland Canal &
Rossi Glass & a Casino!  Call for an Itinerary!

NORTHERN NATIONAL PARKS
Yellowstone, Tetons, Craters of the Moon JULY 24 – 31...........................................$1879
Includes Air from Dulles, 7-Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast, 4 Dinners, Transfers, Sightseeing – Call for

Itinerary!

IRELAND…Including the North!  OCT 28 – NOV 6................................................$2199
Includes Air from Dulles on Aer Lingus, 8-Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast & Dinner, Irish Coffee at
Cabra Castle, Daily Sightseeing, Whiskey Tasting….FUN! Call for Itinerary!

ALEXANDRIA Pastry Shop & Cafe........703-578-4144
ATLANTIS PIZZA.................................703-671-0250
B & C JEWELERS ................................703-379-6010
BANNERS HALLMARK..........................703-820-4449
BATTERIES PLUS .................................703-575-7711
BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO ......................... 703-820-8820
BLUE RIBBON DRY CLEANING..............703-998-5118
BRADLEE BARBER SHOP ...................... 703-998-9830
BRADLEE DENTAL CARE.......................703-820-2273
BRADLEE FLORIST...............................703-379-6166

BRADLEE SHOE REPAIR........................703-931-9210
CAPITAL BAGEL BAKERY.......................703-379-6462
CHEVY CHASE BANK...........................703-998-6502
CHICKEN OUT...................................703-998-8802
DRESS BARN......................................703-379-4462
FOOT SOLUTIONS..............................703-931-3668
FOXY NAILS.......................................703-824-9292
GNC................................................703-578-4122
GIANT..............................................703-845-0851
GOLDEN DRAGON.............................703-575-8079
HAIR CUTTERY...................................703-998-9387
HARDWOOD ARTISANS.......................703-379-7299
KING STREET BACK & NECK................703-578-1900
KYOTO JAPANESE RESTAURANT.............703-379-8060
MIXERS’S ICE CREAM...........................703-671-4799
MCDONALD’S...................................703-379-0441
National Art & Framing...................703-998-5888
PALM BEACH TAN...........................1-800-725-6826
Potomac Paint & Design Center.....703-379-5800
PRO FEED.........................................703-820-3888
RITE AID...........................................703-931-7095
ROBCYNS..........................................703-379-7800
STARBUCKS........................................703-845-9563
SUBWAY............................................703-931-3700
SUNTRUST BANK...............................703-838-3280
TC UNISEX SALON.............................703-379-6397
U.S. POSTAL SERVICE......................1-800-275-8777
UNWINED.........................................703-820-8600
VIRGINIA ABC...................................703-845-6374
VIRGINIA VACUUMS...........................703-931-6100
WACHOVIA BANK..............................703-671-7523
WASHINGTON SPORTS CLUB...............703-933-3777

Everything You Need...in one
               Convenient Place.

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

703-379-6166
Open 7 days a week

Happy Hour Every
Saturday 3-6 p.m.
All fresh cut flowers

@ half price!

In-house florist to the Four Seasons Hotel

Bradlee Florist

From Page 8

Letters

creased by at least $200,000.
The strained fiscal climate and

the sacrifices many are making to
maintain current services during
this difficult time require consis-
tent clarity in reporting budget
facts and the impact reductions
have on City departments.

The Alexandria Police Depart-
ment continues to provide impor-
tant public safety services to the
community while closely monitor-
ing its expenditures. I can assure
all Alexandrians that members of
the department, sworn and civil-
ian alike, are committed to deliver
the best “bang for the buck.”

David P. Baker
Chief of Police

Alexandria Police Department

(Editor’s Note: The source for the
information in the story was page
14-47 of the city manager’s pro-
posed budget for FY2010, which
showed expenditures for the Vice/
Narcotics section increasing from
$1.7 million in FY2009 to $2.4
million in FY2010. The article made
no mention of staffing other than
to quote the chief explaining that
staffing in the Vice/Narcotics section
had not increased.)

Small Business
Owners Unite
To the Editor:

Please allow me to address this
letter to all small business owners
in Alexandria:

As if small business owners in
Alexandria weren’t having enough
difficulties, imagine if we were to
wake up after City Council Elec-
tion Day and read the headline:
“Business Owners Big Losers.”

I know that’s not a headline I
want to see.

Yet if the Democrat slate for City
Council is elected, every small
business owner in Alexandria will
once again be without a voice.

To help remedy this, I urge all
to vote for Frank Fannon for City
Council.

The unfettered reign of a city
council without a pro-business
voice must come to an end.

Throughout the entire tenure of
the current council, they have
proven over and over again they
are no friends of small business.

When it comes to voting for
valuable small business tax cuts,
relief from nonsensical regulations
and other critical small business
related measures that can boost
our bottom lines, the current coun-

cil has not been on our side.
The reality is that “one-party”

rule equals “no-party” rule, and for
too many years there has been no
voice of accountability on the
Council to speak for those that
actually pull the wagon of com-
merce in our city.

I speak as the owner of a small
business. I know first-hand of the
rigmarole that we go through just
to get the blessing of those who
really don’t appreciate us in the
first place.

With each passing year, this
council has from a group of politi-
cal idealists to rank-and-file tax-
and-spend politicians.

Witness the controversial etha-
nol off-loading facility, whereas
the council members did not even
take the time to inform themselves
on the issue.

Witness the city’s duplicity in-
volved in running a tax-paying
outdoor outfitter out of business,
all because it didn’t fit within some
ambiguous ideal of “political cor-
rectness.”

And witness the numerous ex-
amples of the interests of small
business being pushed aside in fa-
vor of mega-corporations and de-
velopers. If you are Comcast, you

See Letters,  Page 10
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get a monopoly. If you build office build-
ings, heck, we’ll abate your taxes for a pe-
riod of time (and we might even try to build
you a Metro stop!). But if you are Joe the
Dry Cleaner — put your head down, the
city is gunning for you!

These are just a few illustrative examples,
but believe me, there are hundreds of raw-
deal stories similar to these, and the cur-
rent council is profoundly uninterested in
them.

That’s why I again urge all voters, but
especially business owners in Alexandria to
vote for Frank Fannon for City Council this
May 5.

I know Frank, what he and his family have
done for this city, and I know that he re-
spects the huge investment you have in your
business. He understands the countless
hours you put in to turn a profit and meet a
payroll. And, he knows how determined you
are to be successful and share in the Ameri-
can Dream.

Once elected, Frank will vigorously cham-
pion a small business agenda. He under-
stands that without a robust small business
tax base, the homeowner will continue to
be used as an ATM for the Gang of Nine.

A city without a vibrant small business
community is merely a shell; a suitcase town
that is dormant save for business hours.
Given their druthers, this is exactly where
the Gang of Nine are leading us.

The bottom line is that as a small busi-
ness owner you cannot afford to elect an-
other Democrat slate that is anti-small busi-
ness. That is why I urge you to vote for
Frank Fannon on May 5.

William O. Black
Alexandria

Give Power
To  Neighborhoods
To the Editor:

Is a city a set of legal boundaries, a col-
lection of buildings and roads, or govern-

ment services? No. The people are the city.
Without the people there are no taxes to
collect, no services to provide, and no cul-
ture or vibrancy. How do the people orga-
nize in order to express their needs, prefer-
ences, and views?

Well, in the 21st century, a single person
“going down to city hall” is not going to do
any good. Citizens have learned that to pro-
tect the quality of life for themselves, they
need to band together into neighborhood
civic groups.

Having been a neighborhood president, I
understand that it is truly these groups
where the city grows, has identity and the
greatness of the city is protected from ex-
ploitation and expropriation. It is my belief
then, that city decisions, ordinances, and
spending priorities should come from the
neighborhoods. In Alexandria, however, all
seats are elected at- large, which means that
when no candidates are elected from a spe-
cific neighborhood, the viewpoint of that
neighborhood is silenced. How can we rec-
oncile this? Well, I propose two methods to
repair this: one in the short term and one
as the long term solution. Short term: When
the city is going to take action on zoning,
spending or services, an impact assessment
needs to take into account those neighbor-
hoods which will be affected by such things
as traffic, construction, or land use. Those
affected neighborhoods need to be given an
active role in crafting the action, not just
advisory. The neighborhoods affected need
to be given a real seat at the table, to assert
their property owners and business own-
ers’ viewpoints, and to consider this the new
way of doing business. In the long term,
the city needs to overhaul the way its coun-
cil members are elected. We need a ward
system, where each neighborhood has a
specific voice and a specific person who will
address constituent services. The at large
system was scrapped in most cities in the
‘60s when it was shown that decisions in
cities where groups or portions of cities with
more population or clout would attempt to
speak for all.

That’s not representation, that’s removal
of voter and property rights. The city is a

rich mixture of neighborhoods and it is the
neighborhood where power should be re-
turned. When elected to city council I will
make representing neighborhoods my para-
mount concern.

Rich Williamson
Independent Candidate for Alexandria

City Council

Keep Death
Penalty
To the Editor:

This is in response to Ms. Tostanoski’s
“State-Approved Killings” letter [March 5,
2009]. Edward Nathaniel Bell was executed
on Feb. 19, 2009 for the murder of Win-
chester Police Officer Ricky Timbrook. Bell
received the death penalty because he was
found guilty. He exhausted all his appeals
and Governor Kaine refused to grant clem-
ency. Thus, his legal options of proving that
he was innocent were exhausted.

Ms. Tostanoski makes the point that: “kill-
ing a person who has killed another person
to make the point that killing a person is
wrong is absolute nonsense. Our humanity
is diminished when the commonwealth kills
in our name.” I beg to differ. Justice is served
when the death penalty is carried out. The
death penalty in Virginia is reserved for the
harshest crimes imaginable, like when Mr.
Bell executed a police officer. The death
penalty means that murderers like Eddie
Bell will not perform any heinous crimes
again. It also alleviates a burden to the tax-
payers who would otherwise have to foot
the bill for his jail stay, his health care, and
mental well being. It makes my blood boil
when there are homeless people out there
who cannot afford a place to live, or often
a hot meal and then I see criminals like Mr.
Bell getting these services. While I admire
and praise Ms. Tostanoski’s convictions,
they are simply wrong when something so
heinous is practiced upon the public ser-
vants that protect us, and fellow citizens.

From Page 8

and cans, some so full of sand that I
wonder how many years this rocky
spot has been used for a refreshing
pause. I have been picking up water
bottles, soda cans, and juice boxes all
along, but this is a real cache.

Construction trash, plastic pipe,
chunks of Styrofoam packaging, a
spent tube of caulk, a smashed oil can,
wire, a screwdriver, and a hubcap,
turn up among the riverbank’s spring
plants.

THERE ARE PLENTY of represen-
tatives of invasive plants which
threaten to take over the natives, like
garlic mustard, plus prickly-stemmed
multiflora roses and wineberry. Insis-
tent English ivy has crept out from the
edge of a playground, under the fence,
and down the bank toward the sun. If
it’s not removed, in a few years, it will
take over the banks and run up the
trees to grow berries and take over,
so I pull what I can.

Garbage taxonomy, beginning plant
identification, and a good workout are
just a few of the things that make this
day fun. That, and the satisfaction that
some 35 people care enough to gather
on a cold Saturday morning in
Shirlington to pick up 43 bags of trash
in about three hours. It is a good day.

I’ll want to be at the Potomac Wa-
tershed Clean-Up on April 4, for an-
other good day.

Susan Hepler is a community
volunteer, and a writer based in
Alexandria. More information about
the April 4 event may be found at
http://www.potomaccleanup.org/
trash_initiative/trash_cleanup.html

Talking
Trash

Letters to the Editor

By Christine Candio

Inova Alexandria Hospital

Chief Executive Officer

S
everal years ago,
Sheila Brooks, an
avid jogger and
healthy eater, began

experiencing abdominal pain
while she was out shopping.
When she returned home to
rest, her pain became increas-
ingly worse. She came to Inova
Alexandria Hospital for treatment. After a
thorough examination, polyps in her colon
and stomach ulcers were discovered. The
polyps were removed but pre-cancerous
cells were found within the polyps. Fortu-

nately, these cells were de-
tected and removed before they
became cancerous and Sheila
returned home the same day.
However, she remembers that
this experience not only sur-
prised but frightened her.

Sheila’s story highlights the
importance of early detection
in tackling any disease. At
Inova Alexandria Hospital, we
believe that knowledge about
your health empowers you to

be an advocate for your health. This month
we would like to empower you with knowl-
edge about colon cancer.

Colon cancer is caused by polyps, or
growths forming in the colon and turning

cancerous. A colonoscopy is the most widely
used test for detecting polyps and the only
test that removes them, thereby reducing
the risk of developing colorectal cancer. The
procedure is painless, has few complica-
tions, and requires very little time and no
overnight stay.

Nearly 150,000 people are diagnosed
with colon cancer each year, according to
the American Cancer Society, making it the
third most common cancer in the nation.
Almost 50,000 people die annually from this
disease, but you can help reduce this num-
ber by educating yourself and others about
the disease and getting a colon cancer
screening or colonoscopy.

Some risk factors that can increase your
chances of developing the disease are diets

high in lamb, beef or other red meats, little
or no exercise, smoking, alcohol abuse, and
being overweight. All of these factors, in-
cluding being 50 or older, are reasons to
consider having a colonoscopy regularly.

If the results of the colonoscopy are nega-
tive for cancer or other colon diseases, phy-
sicians recommend repeating a colon
screening every two or three years.

Fortunately, Sheila, who was mentioned
earlier, was never diagnosed with colon
cancer and as she continues to be diligent
about getting her colonoscopies regularly,
she hopes to never be diagnosed with co-
lon cancer.

If you would like to learn more about
colon screenings, contact our Endoscopy
Department at 703-504-7801.

Early Detection Can Fight Colon Cancer

Christine Candio

Opinion

See Letters,  Page 12
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From Page 4

nity, the children and the parents.

What would happen if
nobody was doing your
job?

These students would have no-
body visiting their homes and talk-
ing to their parents about these is-
sues. Nobody would be available
to run to the “Too Good for Drugs”
program. Nobody would be visit-
ing the homes of these children.
This is my concern. I hope some-
thing can change with my position.

What do you think you
might do if you get laid off?

At this moment, I think I would
probably volunteer because I love
the community. So I would try to
continue working with the com-
munity, especially making home
visits and talking to people who
really need intervention. Many of
these parents don’t know how to
handle situations with their chil-
dren or even talk to their children.
They need to learn how to be in
control of their children, and they
speak very limited English. So it’s
very difficult for them to get these
messages any other way.

Helping Youth
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Dulles
23430 Rock Haven Way #130

703-661-3999

Arlington
4748 Lee Highway
703-524-7275

“Your Hometown Flooring Store – Since 1922”

Winter Sale-Final Days

As for Eddie Bell’s competence,
that’s something that’s provided
for in the lengthy appeals process
(eight years from trial to execu-
tion) and if nothing was found or
presented, then why is it the
State’s fault?

Ms. Tostanoski also states that:

From Page 10

News

“Unless and until we have a fool-
proof legal system, incapable of
error, I do not want any state-ap-
proved killing carried out in my
name. How about you?” Well,
that’s never going to happen. We
are human, mistakes happen.
However, our justice system is
probably the best in the world (es-
pecially when it comes to molly-

coddlying criminals) and I have
faith that justice will be served.

As for Ms. Tostanoski’s point
about: “killing carried out in my
name”, it’s simply not true. It’s
Justice carried out in my name.

Keep the death penalty.

TJ Parmele
Alexandria

Head Start Celebrates 43 Years
Children at four of the nine

Head Start sites in the city received
special visitors Friday, March 13.
Mayor Bill Euille, ACPS Superin-
tendent Mort Sherman, ACPS
board member Yvonne Folkerts
and former City Manager Vola
Lawson arrived at various sites and
spent the morning reading books
to the children followed by a small
celebration.

The Head Start program began
in 1966.  In Alexandria, according
to the Campagna Center, more
than 11,000 children have partici-
pated in the program.

For more information on Head
Start in Alexandria contact Joy
Trejo at 703-549-0111 x162 or
visit www.campagnacenter.org

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette

The piñata opens and the children scramble to collect
the candy and toys.

Letters to the Editor
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Hear Music of Blind Pilot

I
srael Nebeker and Ryan Dobrowski
make up Blind Pilot. They have have
been friends since college and they

played music on the streets of Newgay, En-
gland. This is their first van tour across the
United States. For information on the band,
visit blindpilotmusic.wordpress.com.

How did you get your start in
music and how long have you been
performing?

When I was six I obsessively asked my
mom daily to get me piano lessons. I started
writing songs when I was the typical anxty
and wondering 15 year old or so, but I never
considered performing since I was painfully
shy as a kid. Somehow my friends convinced
me to play some house parties and I got
hooked on the feeling of it. We rarely get to
share ourselves vulnerably with people and
I like that about playing shows quite a lot. I
believe there’s a space created by perfor-
mance that relies just as much on an audi-
ence as the performer. I don’t really try to
perform. I just try to be as into the songs as
when I’m playing alone and somehow it all
gets heightened with a crowd.

If applicable, how were your musi-
cians chosen?

I know how we all came to play together,
but it’s really still a mystery for me. Ryan
and I met long ago in school, but the rest of
the band came after recording three rounds
and a sound.

 What is your best memory when it
comes to music?

Ryan and I lived for a summer in Newqay,
England for a university exchange program.
It’s a really beautiful tourist/surfer town and
we busked on the street during the week-
end late night pub crowds to make up for
our tiny income we had there. That’s one
of my favorites. Super scary to play for pass-

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

M
ichael Twitty, a leading ex-
pert on African-American
foodways, will return to the
Alexandria Black History

Museum next weekend to discuss the use
of open hearths, stew stoves, special tools
and pots that gave certain foods their
unique flavor. He will also discuss the im-
portance of tradition, nature, and availabil-
ity of ingredients in Afro-Virginian cooking.
His book, “Fighting Old Nep: The Foodways
of Enslaved Afro-Marylanders 1634-1864,”
will be available for purchase.

How did you become interested in
the subject of African-American
diet and food preparation?

When I was a kid I was surrounded by a
family that treasured its own history and
the history of all people of African descent.
What intrigued me the most our folk cul-
ture, especially that of enslaved people in
the South and their forebears from West and
Central Africa. I’ve always been interested
in food. As an African-American kid you
wonder — OK that ethnic group has their
way of cooking and eating, what about us?
I interviewed my grandparents, learned to
cook, garden, fish, hunt and raise livestock
through my parents, uncles, aunts and
grandmother. That’s how it all started.

What is distinctive about African-
American foodways?

African-American foodways are based on
a food heritage brought from Africa trans-
formed and adapted to the ways and ingre-
dients of the Americas. Native America is
in it, so is Western Europe. It’s our edible
jazz, and unlike any other cuisine it fits like

Edible Jazz
Upcoming lecture to
probe how African-
American foodways
shaped Virginia.

They will be playing
at Iota on Friday,
March 27.

Food & Music

ing people on the street, but when random
people stop and gather into crowds it’s won-
derful. I think that helped shape what we
do as Blind Pilot quite a lot.

Where is your favorite place to
play, either publicly or personally?

I don’t know that I have one. One of the
best parts of this tour is that we’ve never
been to any of these cities and it’s exciting
to see how the music will sound in new
places and for new people.

Best compliment about a perfor-
mance?

The first time someone thanked me for
making music and writing songs was a bit
mind blowing. It’s a bit of a disconnect to
think that this thing that is my favorite thing
to do- something I’d do just for myself-
somehow benefits another person.

What is your favorite piece of
music and why?

Peter and the Wolf by Prokofiev. When I
was a kid I had this tape of David Bowie
narrating it along with a book. It was often
the only thing to keep me entertained or
comfort me. So it’s got nostalgic value, but
it’s really just amazing musically and con-
ceptually.

Who would you love to play with?
Why?

Anyone? There’s so many musicians and
bands that I admire, I wouldn’t know where
to start. Two that I’ve admired for a long
time are The Decemberists and Andrew
Bird, and it’s like a dream come true that
we get to play two shows with them this
July.

Describe your sound:
I’m never good with this. I dunno, it’s kind

of like describing your sister to somebody
and everything you say is just technically
your sister but not her really. I feel like say-
ing, hey, just MEET her. She’s really great
and maybe you’ll like her, but you’ll never
know anything about that from what I tell
you. Folk.

a puzzle piece with our spirituality, fash-
ion, music, dance, oral tradition and intel-
lect. It’s call and response you can eat.

What role did the availability of
ingredients play in Afro-Virginian
cooking?

You didn’t have much. Imagine a larder
without salt, pepper, wheat flour, butter,
milk, sugar, eggs or spices — all the staple
ingredients of a modern American kitchen.
But unlike other places where you might
be completely cut off from these ingredi-
ents, enslaved Virginians’ practice of sell-
ing produce or chickens or crafts for money
or barter helped them to acquire such deli-
cacies. It’s amazing that with simple ingre-
dients, my ancestor s were able to create a
diet that sustained them despite having very
little.

What kinds of food was commonly
found in slave quarters?

Salted fish or meat, corn — measured in
gallons according to the gender and
workload of the person. Corn became
hominy, hoecake, cornbread, corn mush and
porridge. Sweet potatoes, turnip greens,
cymling squash, field peas, red peppers,
pole beans, watermelons and okra were all
pretty common in the gardens of Virginia’s
enslaved. Wild greens, fish, fruit — like per-
simmons or apples — and wild game like
opossums and squirrel were constants in the
cabins according to the seasons.

What tools were used, and how did
this influence the cooking?

See Edible,  Page 14Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Sweet Potato Pumpkin
Although it sounds exotic, the sweet potato

pumpkin (Cucurbita moschata) was the glory
of the African Virginian’s table. Thomas
Jefferson stated clearly that it was “well es-
teemed at our tables, and particularly valued by
our Negroes.” Cushaws produced from the late
summer into the late fall, taking the place of
sweet potatoes while they were out of season.
The word cushaw is derived from an Algonquin
word, although the plant itself ultimately de-
rives from the West Indies, possibly Jamaica.
When African Virginians moved across the
Piedmont into the Appalachians, they brought
the sweet potato pumpkin with them, and like
the banjo (Kimbundu: mbanza) it became part
of Southern Appalachian culture. Cushaws are
made into cushaw butter, pie filling, pu ddings,
and are cooked on their own. Striped green and
creamy white, the “potato pumpkin,” made into
The Virginia Housewife, having attained popu-
larity across lines of class and race.

Ingredients:
❖ 1 medium sweet potato pumpkin or

cushaw
❖ 1 teaspoon of salt
❖ 1/2 cup of molasses
❖ 1/4 cup of butter
❖ a few dashes of spiced rum
Directions:
❖ Cut the top off of the pumpkin and pare

off the rind. Scoop out the seeds and reserve
them for other dishes or for seed saving. Pre-
heat the oven to 350 degrees.

❖ Cut the sweet potato pumpkin up into
small chunks and place in a pot or Dutch oven
with water to cover. Add the salt. Boil gently
until just barely fork-tender.

Blind Pilot
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March 28-29, 2009

Saturday, March 28, 9 am-5pm & Sunday, March 29, 9 am-3 pm

Winter Specials
 Dover Sole • Bouillabaisse
  Frog Legs • Beef Wellington
      Coq au Vin • Cassoulet
           Chef Specials • Venison

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

Shad Roe
OPEN EASTER SUNDAY

3 Seatings - 3 Courses
Call for Reservations

B&C
Jewelers

Ltd
3652 King Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22302
Phone (703) 379-6010

Fax (703) 379-8136
www.bcjewelers.net

In stock items only.
Sales excludes: Pandora,

Consignment Jewelry and Giftware.
No Lay-A-Way

Free Lecture
Michael Twitty, a leading expert on African-Ameri-

can foodways, will return to the Alexandria Black
History Museum on March 28 to present “Cooking
in the Quarters: Enslaved African Virginians Cook-
ing for Themselves.” The free lecture, from 11 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m., will explore the preparation of foods
of enslaved Virginians. Reservations are requested,
as seating is limited. For more information or to make
a reservation, please call 703-838-4356.

From Page 13

It was extremely Spartan. Iron pots or dutch ov-
ens, frying pans or skillets, a few wooden spoons,
gourds and shells and maybe stray castoffs from slave
holders made up the kitchen gadgets. There were a
lot of one-pot meals. Think about our slow cookers
today and fried foods — foods that could either be
prepared over the course of a long work day or
cooked up quick at then end of one.

Did slaves develop special techniques to
cook their food?

My ancestors often wrapped foods in leaves to
steam, which was a common cooking method among
Africans and Native Americans. Two other methods
that came from Africa are deep frying and grilling
spiced meats over smoky wood — what you might
call barbecuing — are elements that enslaved Vir-
ginians drew on in creating their meals.

What can modern-day people learn from
studying Afro-Virginian cooking?

That we are what we eat. History is really made
in the kitchens and around the kitchen tables from
day to day. My ancestors would have been just fine
in times like these. They knew how to make some-
thing from nothing. If it wasn’t for those endless days
of corn mush and salt pork, a lot of us wouldn’t be
here to tell the tale.

Michael Twitty

Food & Drink

Food of the Past

Vernon,” held every Saturday
and Sunday at 2 p.m. in March at
the Hands-On History room in the
Donald W. Reynolds Education
Center. “Working Together” is the
theme for March’s storytelling
sessions. “Once Upon at Time at
Mount Vernon” is included in regular
Estate admission: adults, $15; youth
ages 6-11, $7; and children under 5
are admitted free.
Visit.MountVernon.org or 703-780-
2000.

Performance. 8 p.m. at the Lyceum,
201 S. Washington St. Zemfira Stage
presents “Oleanna.” $15/adult; $10/
student, senior, military. Visit
www.zemfirastage.org or 703-318-
0619.

Mount Vernon will bring back its
popular National Treasure Tour
through Oct. 31. Included in this
approximately hour-long walking
tour is the Mansion’s basement and
cornerstone, the setting for a pivotal

Calendar

E-mail calendar announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Photos and artwork are encouraged.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Call Rebecca Halik
at 703-917-6407 with questions.

 ONGOING
On Sundays from noon-5 p.m., visit the

Waterfront and see history-
inspired performances near the
Torpedo Factory; do a “meet and
greet” of early Alexandria residents
and travelers near the Waterfront
and lower King Street. Free. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org for more.

Fairfax County Department of
Community and Recreation Services
present free dance workshops at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, from 3:30-5 p.m.
on March 27, April 10,24 and May 8.
To register, 703-324-4386.

Beginning Feb. 25, the T.C. Williams
See Calendar,  Page 18

High School Planetarium will
welcome the Alexandria community
one night each month during the
school year for a free hour-long
show. Doors will open at 7 p.m. for
“A Night With the Stars,” which will
run from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Advance
registration, required, may be
completed online at http://
www.acps.k12.va.us/tcw/
planetarium/ or by calling the
planetarium at 703-824-6805,
extension 6300.

Woodlawn’s Needlework
exhibition is March 1-31 at 9000
Richmond Highway. There will be
demonstrations, lunch by Nelly’s
Needlers and more. See needleworks
from around the world. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or 703-780-
4000 for more.

Children enter a world of fantasy and
fables when costumed interpreters
weave three tales together during
Mount Vernon’s storytelling session,
“Once Upon a Time at Mount
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Calendar

Music Performance. 8 p.m. at the
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. Hear
music by Karan Casey. $25/advance;
$29/door. Visit www.sunspotpro.com
or 800-404-9049.

Theater Performance. “Godspell”
will be performed at 7:30 p.m. at
Bishop Ireton High School. $10/
adult; $8/student, senior. 703-212-
5166.

Author Event. 2 p.m. at Hooray for
Books, 1555 King St. Andrea Price
will hold an event for children ages
5-7. She will read from “Pelle’s New
Suit” and more. Free. 703-548-4092.

Opening Reception. 2-4 p.m. The
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall &
Arts Center, Margaret W. and Joseph
L. Fisher Art Gallery at the
Alexandria Campus of Northern
Virginia Community College will
feature artist Ellen Cornett’s
Illuminated Tales, pastel on paper
drawings, from Friday, March 20
through Sunday, April 19. Visit
www.schlesingercenter.com for
more.

SUNDAY/MARCH 22
 Display Your Collection. 1 p.m. at

Green Spring Garden, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Learn how to create a
display for any type of collection.
$25/person. 703-941-7987.

Conifers for Gardens. 1:30 p.m. at
Green Spring Garden, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Author Richard Bitner
will discuss using conifers in garden
design. $10/person. 703-642-5173 to
register.

Bach Vespers. 6 p.m. at Westminster
Presbyterian Alexandria. Features
music of Bach, hymns and more. Visit
www.wpc-alex.org for more. Free.

Music. 7 p.m. at The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St. Hear the United
States Air Force Singing Sergeants.
Free. 202-767-5658.

Spring Concert and Dinner. 6 p.m.

at Agudas Achim Congregation, 2908
Valley Drive. Features Zemer Chai.
703-998-6460 for information.

Music Performance. 7 p.m. at Mount
Vernon Unitarian Church, 1909
Windmill Road. Hear Jim Stoltz
perform a multimedia concert. $10/
adult; $5/child. Visit www.mvuc.org
or 703-721-0595.

Music. 3 p.m. at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 2911 Cameron
Mills Road. Free-will donation
benefits Community Lodgings. Hear
music by Designer Sounds. Visit
www.trinityalexandria.org or 703-
549-5500.

Music Performance. 7 p.m. at the
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. Hear
the Air Force Chamber Players. Free.
703-549-1421.

Dance Stories. 3 p.m. in the Tyler
Building on NVCC Alexandria
campus. Kathy Harty Gray Dance
Theatre performs. Tickets are
available at the door for $10. NVCC
students, faculty and staff are free.
More information is available at
www.khgdt.org.

Author Book Signing. 11 a.m. at
Hooray for Books!, 1555 King St.
Alexandria author Peter Cresse will
autograph “The Bloody Hand.” Free.
703-548-4092.

MONDAY/MARCH 23
 Tavern Toddlers. 10:30 a.m.-noon at

Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 N. Royal St.
Toddlers up to 36 months can enjoy
games and more. $7/group of three,
one adult and 2 children; $3/
additional person. Visit
www.gadsbystavern.org or 703-838-
4242.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at the
Birchmere. Hear bass player Victor
Wooten. $35/person. Visit
birchmere.com or 703-549-7500.

Yoga for Gardeners. 9:30 a.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green

Spring Road. Features the Vinyasa
method. $66/six-class session. To
register, 703-642-5173.

Writer’s Group. 7 p.m. at Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre.
Adults can bring work and get
feedback. Free. 703-339-4610.

Escape into Reading. 7 p.m. at
Jefferson-Houston. Students can
enjoy celebrating reading with a
show by magician Joe Romano. Free.
703-706-4408.

Dance Stories. 7:30 p.m. in the Tyler
Building on NVCC Alexandria
campus. Kathy Harty Gray Dance
Theatre performs. Tickets are
available at the door for $10. NVCC
students, faculty and staff are free.
More information is available at
www.khgdt.org.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 25
Spring Sunshine. 10:30 a.m. at

Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Children 2-5 enjoy stories
and activities. Free. Registration
required, 703-765-3645.

Peer Review Group. 7 p.m. at
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Adults can bring
work and get feedback. Free. 703-
339-4610.

Lecture. 7:30 p.m. at The Lyceum, 201
S. Washington St. James D. Bish will
discuss “Alexandria: From Farm, to
Port, to Town and the Importance of
the West Family.” Free. Visit
www.alexandriahistorical.org or 703-
683-2636.

Lecture. 7 p.m. at Virginia Tech
Alexandria Center, 1021 Prince St.
Gerrit-Jan Knaap discusses
“Exploring Alternative Futures for the
Baltimore-Washington Region.” Free.
703-706-8132.

Family Safety Event. 4:30 p.m. at
Hooray for Books, 1555 King St. Didi

By Mary Louse Clifford, DRA

member

D
el Ray Artisans (DRA) is pre-
senting a new all-member, all-
media show from March 27
until April 26 to celebrate the

art of making. This is the first of three all-
member shows in 2009 at the DRA gallery
in Alexandria. The more than 200 members
of the organization have the opportunity to
display their finest creative examples of
painting, drawing, photography, sculpture,
glass, jewelry, ceramics, fiber arts, quilting,
and mixed media. Art lovers will find a wide
variety of two- and three-dimensional
works, most of which will be for sale and
could become a gift or home display.

The theme of this show is “Celebrate the
Art of Making.” The show is designed to
reflect the joy of creating art, in all its many
forms and the curators are Betsy Mead and
Michele Reday Cook. Betsy has been a life-
long art lover and maker, but only recently
began to focus on glass as a medium.
Michele is a longtime oil and watercolor
artist.

Curator Michele comments, “On an all-
member show, presentation of the actual
exhibit rarely reflects the curators’ vision.
Instead it is the result of curators’ frantic

efforts to showcase as much of the mem-
bers’ art as possible, while trying to pull
together a look that is exciting, artistic, and
graphically compelling. It takes balancing
beginners’ work with that of consummate
professionals and having it all look
good......It’s finding a thread to tie together
a vast variety of really disparate works of
art, whether it be color, style, medium,
shape or size. Sometimes themes just de-
velop, as the work comes in, for which cu-
rators are very grateful.”

Come view the diverse talents of DRA
members. The opening reception for “Cel-
ebrate” will be held in the gallery on Friday
evening, March 27 from 7 - 10 p.m. and
will be a great opportunity to meet and chat
with the artists. The opening reception and
the exhibit are free and open to the public
and the facility is handicap and wheelchair
accessible.

New, extended hours are in effect for this
show so the gallery will be open Thursdays
noon - 4 p.m., Fridays noon - 9 pm, Satur-
days 10 a.m. – 9 p.m. and Sundays noon -
6 p.m. The Del Ray Artisans gallery is lo-
cated at the Nicholas A. Colasanto Center,
2704 Mount Vernon Ave. For more infor-
mation or directions contact the Gallery at
703-838-4827 or visit the DRA Web site at
http://www.thedelrayartisans.org/.

Celebrate the Art of Making
Fine Arts

Oil and brushes photo by Michele
Reday Cook, DRA Board of Directors
and co-curator of the show.

See Calendar,  Page 21

From Page 14

scene in the movie. This daily tour is
limited to 25 visitors per time slot,
takes place at 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.,
1 p.m., and 3 p.m., and costs $5 per
tour in addition to Estate admission:
$15 adults; $14 seniors; $7 children
(6-11); free for children 5 & under.
Advance tickets are available online
at MountVernon.org.

FRIDAY/MARCH 20
 Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at

Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Hear Railroad Earth. $25/person.
Visit www.birchmere.com or 703-
549-7500.

Starting a Vegetable Garden. 1:30
p.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Learn about tips
to help a vegetable garden. $12/
person. To register, 703-642-5173.

Lunch Bunch. Noon at John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive.
Children up to age 5 can bring lunch
and enjoy stories. Free. Registration
required, 703-971-0010.

Music Performance. 8 p.m. at St.
Elmos Coffee Pub, 2300 Mount
Vernon Ave. Hear Jim and Ashley
Cash perform with their band Woven
Green. Free. Visit
www.stelmoscoffeepub.com or 703-
739-9268.

Event. Enjoy scripture, music and more
at 7:30 p.m. at First A.M.E. Church of
Alexandria, 8653 Richmond
Highway. Free, donations accepted.
Visit www.famealexandria.org or
703-780-0653.

Theater Performance. “Godspell”
will be performed at 7:30 p.m. at
Bishop Ireton High School. $10/
adult; $8/student, senior. 703-212-
5166.

SATURDAY/MARCH 21
 Dance Performance. 7:30 p.m. at

The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. $14-
$28/person. See performances by
Jane Franklin Dance, music by the
Washington Saxophone Quartet. Visit
www.janefranklin.com or 703-933-
1111.

Swordsmen’s Rendezvous. 11 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 N.
Royal St. Learn how to wield a
sword, tour the museum and more.
$5/person. Reservations required,
www.gadsbystevern.org or 703-838-
4242.

Performance. 7:30 p.m. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. See Jane
Franklin Dance perform. $28/adult;
$25/senior, student. Visit
www.janefranklin.com or 703-933-
1111 for discounted tickets.

Floral Design in French Style. 9:30
a.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Laura Dowling
will share floral designs from French
masters. $18/person. To register,
703-642-5173.

Harambee Readers. 10:30 a.m. at
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Discuss “A Mercy” by Toni
Morrison. Free. Registration
required, 703-765-3645.

Gentle Yoga. 2 p.m. at Sherwood
Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane.
Adults can experience the benefits.
Free. Registration required, 703-765-
3645.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at the
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Hear Richie Havens. $25/person.
Visit www.birchmere.com or 703-
549-7500.

Kite Festival. Noon-5 p.m. at Gunston
Hall, 10709 Gunston Road. Fly a kite,
enjoy a puppet show, hearth cooking
and more. $10/adult; $6/child. Bring
own kite or purchase one.

Swordsmen Rendezvous. 11 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 N.
Royal St. See a re-enactment and
more. $5/person. Reservations
required, 703-838-4242.
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Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Join us May 1 for Alexandria’s largest
community service day!

Visit www.springforalexandria.org or call
Volunteer Alexandria at 703-836-2176

to sign up!
74 volunteers and counting!

From Page 20

Malovic will entertain with stories and
music and then discuss family safety.
Free. 703-548-4092.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Springbank Auditorium, 6500
Quander Road. The combined bands
of West Potomac High School present
“March Madness” Band Concert.
Free.

THURSDAY/MARCH 26
Preschool Storytime. 1 p.m. at

Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Children ages 3-
5 enjoy stories and more. Free.
Registration required, 703-339-4610.

Stories and Science. 4 p.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Children ages 4-6 enjoy stories
and more. Free. Registration
required, 703-971-0010.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
West Potomac High School. Hear
music by different choirs. Free.

Book Night. 5:30 p.m. at George
Washington Middle School, 1005
Mount Vernon Ave. Watch
performances, meet teachers and
more. Free. 703-706-4500.

FRIDAY/MARCH 27
Lunch Bunch. Noon at John Marshall

Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive.
Children up to age 5 can bring lunch
and enjoy stories. Free. Registration
required, 703-971-0010.

Book and Art Sale. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at
Mount Vernon Unitarian Church,
1909 Windmill Lane. Browse books,
puzzles and more. Free. Visit
www.mvuc.org or 703-765-5950.

Illuminare Concert. 8 p.m. at Grace
Episcopal Church, 3601 Russell Road.
Enjoy the program “The Lily and the

Lion.” $15 suggested donation. Visit
www.carmina.org or 703-542-9356.

Revival. Enjoy scripture, music and
more at 7:30 p.m. at First A.M.E.
Church of Alexandria, 8653
Richmond Highway. Free, donations
accepted. Visit
www.famealexandria.org or 703-780-
0653.

Opening Reception. 7-10 p.m.,
“Celebrate the Art of Making,” the all
member, all media show by Del Ray
Artisans members which reflects the
joy of creating art and showcases the
diverse talents of DRA members is
open March 27 through April 26 at
the Colasanto Center, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org or call
703-838-4827.

Music Performance. 9 p.m. at 219
Restaurant, 219 King St. $5/person.
Hear Rick Whitehead Jazz Trio.

SATURDAY/MARCH 28
 Mixed Planting. 9:30 a.m. at Green

Spring Garden, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Learn how to make a garden
look its best through all seasons.
$18/person. 703-642-5173 to
register.

Tea Traditions. 2 p.m. at Green
Spring Garden, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Learn the etiquette and origins
of teatime. $18/person includes a
traditional tea. 703-941-7987 to
register.

Kaydee Puppets. 10:30 a.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. All ages enjoy “The Little Red
Hen’s Wacky Week.” Free.
Registration required, 703-971-0010.

Music Performance. 4 p.m. at
Washington Street United Methodist
Church, 115 S. Washington St. Hear
the U.S. Navy Chamber Players. Free.
Visit www.wsumc.com or 703-836-

Calendar

4324.
Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at

Westminster Presbyterian Alexandria.
Hear the Austin College Choir. Free.
Visit www.wpc-alex.org for more.

Book and Art Sale. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at
Mount Vernon Unitarian Church,
1909 Windmill Lane. Browse books,
puzzles and more. Free. Visit
www.mvuc.org or 703-765-5950.

Performance. 8 p.m. at Fairlington
United Methodist Church, 3900 King
St. Hear music by the Alexandria
Choral Society. $20/adult; $10/
senior and student. Visit
www.alexchoralsociety.org for more.

Foodways Lecture. 11 a.m. at
Alexandria Black History Museum,
902 Wythe St. Michael Twitty will
explore the preparation of foods of
enslaved Virginians. Reservations
required, 703-838-4356. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org.

Auction. 7:30 p.m. at Emmanuel
Episcopal Church, 1608 Russell Road.
Charles Barrett Elementary School
PTA. $15/person advance; $20/
person door. 703-549-5533.

Gala. “Generation to Generation” gala
at Hilton Alexandria Mark Center,
recognizes families that have served
Alexandria through businesses, faith
communities and more. 703-836-
4414 ext. 14 to attend.

Music Performance. Austin College
Choir Concert at 7:30 p.m. Austin
College’s outstanding A Cappella
Choir will present a concert of a
variety choral music. Westminster
Presbyterian Alexandria, www.wpc-
alex.org.

Run Vs. Row Reunion. 8:30 a.m. at
Dee Campbell Boathouse, 1 Madison
St. Take an easy 5k fun run/walk and
watch T.C. Williams high school
rowers compete in a regatta.
Suggested donation $20. Visit
www.tcwcrew.org for more.
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Hurry, Space is Limited!

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

See Neighbors,  Page 23

Old Town
A DEFROST FOR THE BIG
FRIDGE - The Historic Alexandria
Foundation has turned a cold
shoulder to existing plans to
“spruce up” the 200-plus year-old
ice well under the sidewalk next
to Gadsby’s Tavern. So has the Old
Town Civic Association. So has the
Historic Alexandria Resource
Commission. So have many ordi-
nary folks around town, including
me. And that’s important, because
I’m writing this column, ‘Towners!

You will remember that we told
you the other day about the bud-
ding tiff over this old ice box next
to the iconic Gadsby’s, perhaps one
of Old Town’s most important and
majestic structures. The board that
governs the glorious Tavern wants
more attention paid to the ice well,
all but hidden from public view.
Proponents say it is time to reno-
vate the well and make if more
attractive to visitors.

Unfortunately, this well-in-
tended project would cost some-
where in the neighborhood of
$400,000 at a time when our cash-
strapped city is having a tough
time keeping many of our historic
structures looking good. Propo-
nents note that no public funds
would be used. The Office of His-

toric Alexandria is seeking a state
grant to pay half of the cost and
would like to organize a public
fund-raising drive to finance the
rest.

The HAF and other groups suc-
ceeded in taking the project off the
table, at least for now, until every-
one has an opportunity to weigh
in on a number of factors — not
the least of which is the question:
Is this costly renovation necessary?
While no one questions the need
to make the ice well more attrac-
tive, opponents argue the spruce
up as now planned is too large,
obtrusive and expensive.

The Office of Historic Alexandria
agreed to withhold its proposal
until there is a public consensus
about its design. The matter won’t
come before the Board of Archi-
tectural Review until April at the
earliest.

THE SALVATIONS AND MEAD-
OWLARK - Growing up, I was
introduced to those hoops wiz-
ards, the Harlem Globetrotters, a
true sports delight still going
strong.

A key to the glorious decades
when the Trotters did their thing
was a magician named Meadow-
lark Lemon and, guess what, he’s
coming to town, courtesy of the

Salvation Army of Alexandria. The
‘Lark,’ as we called him, will speak
at the Army’s annual civic dinner
and fund-raiser on March 28 at 7
p.m. The dinner and both silent
and live auctions will be at the
Crowned Plaza, 901 N. Fairfax St.
Bring your running shoes.

— Bob Feldkamp

Rosemont
Some say we’ve got “trouble in

the neighborhood.” Or so it
seemed to the group who con-
vened to hear about a land swap
which must be addressed (by June
3). Where is there any land to
swap in Rosemont? It appears that
we have some open space near the
Braddock Metro beside GW
Middle School. The advocates for
Smart Growth say that the best use
for valuable land near a metro is
development. The most density
provides the highest use, the more
dense the development, the more
ground space that remains open.
Ergo, higher buildings are more
dense than lower ones, thus of
better value.

However, that belies the fact that
no longer would the playing fields
exist in close proximity to those
who use them; the Phys Ed teach-

ers could be herding kids a farther
distance, any future school expan-
sion could not be possible, and
neighboring groups may not find
walking a farther distance to be
enjoyable. Increasing the troubling
traffic in a major east/west corri-
dor can accumulate safety issues.

So if a swap of open space were
to happen, where would it go?
North: abutting the railroad tracks
toward Monroe Avenue. Theoreti-
cally, it would give more open
space to that area (which is sched-
uled for townhouses, apartments,
condominums, and/or offices)
which is directly accessed from
Potomac Yards.

These were some of the pre-
mises discussed on March 12 at a
feasibility study hastily brought to
the Citizens Association wherein
the City is reacting to planning at
Potomac Yards. There are some
who think this development is a
good idea. Should people not wel-
come a nebulous plan of unde-
fined height or usage — retail,
commercial, apartment, or condo-
miniums? Traffic impact could be
studied. Flooding from Hoof’s Run
(now undergrounded) would be
considered. That increasing school
enrollment might be considered.
Height issues would be consid-
ered. Thoughtful citizens were

surprised, confounded and dumb-
founded when these ideas were
brought to them. When the vote
occurred, a clear majority voted
against the swap. The “enhance-
ments” did not seem to contain
validity. The many parents that
send their children to GW Middle
School are not aware of the swap
idea, nor were the schools them-
selves. The PTA representative was
somewhat aghast, and was
pleased to learn that she had been
invited to our meeting. We are sure
that more meetings will be
planned, as the timeline draws
nearer — the permission to build
in the “swap parcel” (Landbay L)
has a deadline to meet. For map
info, etc. go to
www.alexandriava.gov/planning/
info

If there is news of neighborhood
interest, let Judy Miller know at
RltrMiller@aol.com

Seminary Valley
Don’t miss a BSVCA Special

Meeting on City budget issues on
April 7 at James K. Polk Elemen-
tary School (5000 Polk Avenue)
from 7 to 9 p.m.ºAt the Jan. 26
BSVCA Quarterly meeting, Coun

Neighborhoods
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Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage
the patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for
surgery. I regard him as one of the premier dentists in the
non-surgical management of TMJ Disorders.”
—Dr. Joseph Arzadon

“Very professional environment, excellent level of service,
up-to-date dental technology.” — Anne

“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my
concerns seriously.” — Mary 

“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop
relationships with  your patients.” — Kim

“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat
your patients with respect and courtesy in a way that  is
extremely rare.” — Nancy

Trusted Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.

Cosmetic Dental Services:
• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• In Office Whitening
• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually
  painless anesthesia

Unique Dental Services:
• Dental Sleep Appliance
• Computer Preview of New Smile

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere
• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
   during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with
  Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
  Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile
  Magazine & TMJ News-n-Views

Testimonials
Michael B. Rogers, DDS

Dennis J. Holly, DMD
4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDental.com

From Page 22

cilman Rob Krupicka and City Manager
Jim Hartmann volunteered to speak to the
BSVCA about the city’s Fiscal Year 2010
operating budget and 2010-2015 capital
improvement program (CIP) budget. They
have graciously agreed to speak to the com-
munity on April 7 from 7 to 9 p.m. at Polk
School. Information about the proposed
budget, which includes possible funding for
a desperately needed gym at Polk School,
can be accessed at http://
www.alexandriava.gov/budget/info/
default.aspx?id=17842. In addition, Coun-
cilman Krupicka would be very grateful if
people could complete a survey on budget
issues by going to http://
w w w . s u r v e y m o n k e y . c o m /
s.aspx?sm=IWFfufXdzIqq911HcQIxKQ_3d_3d.
For more information on the BSVCA Spe-
cial Meeting, please contact Geoff Goodale
at geoff.goodale@bsvca.net.

THE CITY COUNCIL and School Board
races are shaping up. The council seats are
at-large, but the school board race is area
specific. Seminary Valley is in District B.
Incumbents Yvonne Folkerts, Arthur
Peabody and Marc Williams are running, as
is newcomer Janice Howard. The election
is on May 5. Keep your eyes peeled for in-
formation about candidate forums as funds
are tight for the city and there are many
newcomers running for City Council. Go to
www.sbe.gov for information about all can-
didates for these elections.

NEIGHBOR and Hammond Band Director
Vaughan Ambrose is traveling abroad for

Community

James Carl Sheeran, 72, of Denton
died on Sunday, March 8, 2009.

Mr. Sheeran was born on Feb. 13,
1937 to Ralph and Pauline Sheeran in
York, Neb. After graduating from the
University of Nebraska, he began a 36-
year career in military and civic service.
During his time in the United States
Navy, he met Anne Marie Crowe, and
they were married on July 24, 1965.
They lived briefly in Denver before re-
locating to Washington, D.C., where
they lived for over 30 years and raised a
family of three sons before retiring to
Robson Ranch in Denton, Texas, in 2002.

His family and friends will remember
and miss his smile and laugh, the way
he knew something about everything,
his honesty and his work ethic. He val-
ued his family above all else and instilled
in them a curiosity for life. His family
fondly recalls myriad visits to the
Smithsonian, summer trips to the beach,

Beethoven playing in the living room,
bedtime readings of great novels, and his
love of popcorn.

He is survived by his loving wife of 43
years, Anne Marie; his three sons, Ed-
ward, Michael and Andrew; and his
brother David Sheeran of Bedford and
his sister Jean Schuster of Phillips, Neb.

A funeral mass was held at Immacu-
late Conception Church in Denton on
Monday, March 16. The burial will oc-
cur later in the spring in his hometown
of York, Neb.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Alzheimer’s Association,
Greater Dallas Chapter, 4144 North Cen-
tral Expressway, Suite 750, Dallas, TX
75204, or Robson Ranch Support Our
Troops at: Support Our Troops, Inc.,
11413 Ridgedale Court, Denton, TX
76207

DeBerry Funeral Directors of Denton,
Texas, is in charge of arrangements.

Obituaries

James Carl Sheeran

Patricia Ann Struder Shamburg was
born Aug. 11, 1936 and died on Feb.
17, 2009.

She was born in Alexandria, where
she shared a wonderful life with her
family and friends.

As a very young mother of three she
provided loving care for them and any
other family members that needed
guidance, love or a place to stay. She

loved her job as a technician for Cable
and Wireless. She was an active mem-
ber of the Fraternal Order of Eagles,
1015 Cameron St., Alexandria, Va.,
where a Memorial Service will be held
on March 21 at noon.

Donations in her name can be sent to
Heartland Hospice Memorial Fund – C/
O HCR Manor Care Foundation, 333 N.
Summitt St., Toledo, OH 43699.

Patricia Struder Shamburg

six weeks teaching music to students in the
Middle East. He just led the Admirals to one
of their best showings ever at the District X
Band Festival on March 6, in addition to a
2nd place trophy at the George Washington
Birthday Parade. Hammond is welcoming
Martin Kaplan, a New York-based educator
to stand in for Mr. Ambrose during his ab-
sence.

WHO ARE THOSE great Hammond Ad-
mirals? Caroline Chamberlain, Alex Daniels,
Sydney Zelaya, Nebal Maysaud, Camila S.
Molina, Aleccia Stephens, Luwam Bokure,
gocelin Rivas, Ralph Mupto, Nora
Belkhayat, Alyson Templer, Michelle
Sanford, Dean Martin, Stephanie S. Ruffin,
Morgan Lataillade, Silviya Aslamyar,
Claudia Bonilla, Danniellie Ortiz, Alimatu
Sesay, Yasmin Williams, Nysaniso Burris,
Jalie Gonzalez, Kyle Carrington, Sarah
Ardura, Sonya Fessehaye, Frida Cruz,
Steven Pereyra, Brendan Kerwin, Samuel
Davis, Ashley Martin, Maddy Stone, Carolos
C. Torress, R.J. Thorne, Ryan Zach,
Cameron Sullivan, Justin Altruz, Michael
Girma, Zerubabbel Tessema, Nick Lennon,
Karim Ismail, Britani Stowe, Eshaka Conteh,
Nathan Patterson, Tiffany Person, Maria
Jones, Micahe Bai-Attilla, Dagim Girma-
Hirpas, Brenna Lancour, Armani Tagle,
Wasef Imani Shabir, Giovanni Douglas,
Christian Contreras, Brian Dansby, Jessye
Jairrels, Urmana Islam, Steven Hetzer, Jer-
emy Wayhudi, Kevin Bueno, Bessama
Calderon, David McDonnell, Nassim El
Gourchal, Ramzi Ressas, Indya Weaver and
Edward Kargbo Jr.

— Mia Jones

Ann Kavaljian and Gant Redmon
talk with ASO music director Kim
Allen Kluge.

Jane Ring
shows a hand-

painted silk
scarf that will
be an item in

the live
auction at the

gala this
coming

Saturday
night.

Rosa Fullerton models a
single strand of 88
pearls that will be in-
cluded in the live auc-
tion next Saturday.
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SOLA held its annual ASO patrons party
at the Army Navy Club in Washington D.C.
on Saturday, March 14. The party was
hosted by club members Ward and Nancy
Lasley.

The annual SOLA gala is scheduled for
this coming Saturday at the Ritz Carleton
in Pentagon City. A number of the live auc-
tion items were previewed at the reception.
Tickets for the upcoming gala are still avail-
able. For more information visit
www.alexsym.org or call 703-548-0885.

Supporting ASO

Neighborhoods
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From Page 7

vision for a healthier Alexandria. Enjoy
food, prizes and more. RSVP to 703-
838-4400 ext. 263.

Meeting. 9 a.m. at Belle Haven Country
Club, 6023 Fort Hunt Road. AAUW
meeting. Enjoy a brunch.
Reservations by March 18. $25/
person. 703-960-0073.

MONDAY/MARCH 23
 Meeting. 6:30 p.m. at Holiday Inn

Eisenhower Metro Center, 2460
Eisenhower Ave. Enjoy a talk on
alternative energy. $22/member or
$27/nonmember for lecture plus
dinner. 703-549-4696 for
reservations.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 25
 Parent Programs. 6:30 p.m. at T.C.

Williams High School. Parents can
learn how to help teens make
decisions regarding career planning.

Free. 703-824-6833.
Meeting. 7 p.m. at Durant Memorial

Center, 1605 Cameron St. Discuss
water quality in Hunting Creek,
Cameron Run and Holmes Run. Free.
703-583-3804.

THURSDAY/MARCH 26
 Meeting. Holistic Moms Network

Arlington/Alexandria Chapter
Meeting. Moms, dads, partners,
caregivers and children are all
welcome. 7 p.m. at Burke Library,
4701 Seminary Road. Free. Visit
arlalexva.holisticmoms.org or 703-
824-6167.

SATURDAY/MARCH 28
“Generation to Generation” Gala.

Senior Services of Alexandria will
honor five families who represent the
importance of generations of civic
leaders who create strong and caring
communities. Call 703-836-04414.

Bulletin Board

of films at Consolidated’s Kingstown location with
his wife. But he described the gifts as one of the few
bonuses benefits of holding office.

“That’s about it for the perks of being a member
of City Council,” said Gaines. “If there are other
perks, I don’t know about them.”

The culture of gift-giving for most members of City
Council resembles a high-school cafeteria, with sta-
tus and prestige associated with which elected lead-
ers are sitting at which corporate table. Council
members are expected to the make the rounds of
luncheons and galas, each of which have a cost
charged for admission. Sometimes council members
purchase tickets, and then give them away when they
accept an invitation to sit at another table. Other
times companies will purchase tables and ask City
Council members to sit at their table. Among the
names listed as giving tickets are Mayor Bill Euille,
businessman Jack Taylor, land-use attorney Howard
Middleton and former City Councilman Lonnie Rich.

“There have also been times when I have bought
tables and had to do my own work to find people to
sit in the seats,” said Councilman Rob Krupicka in
an e-mailed response to questions. “And I sometimes
sit at somebody’s table but also write a check for the
event because I support the cause or bought a ticket
before I was invited to join somebody at their table.”

ALTHOUGH THE FORMS are legally required,
City Council members use varying degrees of dis-
cretion when filling them out. For example, the forms
call for disclosure of all gifts that exceed $50 from
any “business, government or individual other than
a relative or personal friend.” Because council mem-

bers frequently mix business with pleasure, determin-
ing which individuals should be listed on the disclo-
sure form can be a matter of interpretation. Council-
man Justin Wilson’s form listed $255 worth of tick-
ets from Washington Gas lobbyist Scott McGeary,
whom he described as a close personal friend.

“It can be a fine line in terms of what needs to be
disclosed and what doesn’t,” said Wilson, who also
accepted skybox tickets to a Redskins game from
Dominion Virginia Power. “I decided to err on the
side of disclosure.”

Councilman Tim Lovain listed no gifts for the last
three years, although he said he has accepted dinner
tickets from Lonnie Rich and John Renner. Rich is his
attorney and Renner is his accountant, and Lovain
described both as longtime personal friends. So when
the time came to fill out the economic statement of
interest forms he left that page blank because he
didn’t feel these gifts met the threshold for the re-
quired disclosures.

“I didn’t feel like these gifts were because of my
council position, so that was my interpretation,” said
Lovain. “These people have been friends for a long
time, so it gets kind of intermingled.”

From Page 7

Disclosure Forms Reveal Range of Gifts

George Washington Middle School students are
rehearsing and assisting in the technical production
of “Miss Nelson is Missing.” Performance dates are
Friday, March 27, and Saturday, March 28 at 7 p.m.
in the school auditorium. The school is located at
1005 Mount Vernon Ave.

“Miss Nelson is Missing” is the first in a series of

children’s books written by Harry Allard and illus-
trated by James Marshall. The story revolves around
the mysterious disappearance of a young elementary
school teacher and her class of third graders who take
it upon themselves to solve the mystery.

Ticket prices for “Miss Nelson is Missing” are $3
for students and $5 for adults.

Help Find ‘Miss Nelson’ at GWMS

The George Washington Middle School
Drama Club is currently preparing for the
spring production of “Miss Nelson is
Missing.” Here, Sarah Laane paints a
backdrop.

The boys painting the pickets are Ford
Williams and Samuel Roff with ACPS Art
Teacher Nick Gust and George Washington
Middle School Drama Teacher Robert
McDonough supervising.

William D. Euille
and Associates

pays for a
company car, gas,

a cell phone and
secretarial work

that the mayor
uses to do public

business.

Legal Notices

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ020587-06-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
UMAR CONTEH
The object of this suit is to:
Approve the permanency plan submitted by 
Alexandria DHS, to terminate the residual pa-
rental rights of Ali Conteh, putative father of the 
male child born to Eku Jah on March 12, 2004, 
and to give the right to the Alexandria Depart-
ment of Human Services to place the child for 
adoption. 
It is ORDERED that the defendant  Ali Conteh, 
putative father, appear at the above named 
Court and protect his or her interests on or 
before 5/19/2009 at 9:00am

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ020587-07-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
UMAR CONTEH
The object of this suit is to:
Approve the permanency plan submitted by 
Alexandria DHS, to terminate the residual 
parental rights of unknown father, of the male 
child born to Eku Jah on March 12, 2004, and to 
give the right to the Alexandria Department of 
Human Services to place the child for adoption. 
It is ORDERED that the defendant  unknown 
father, putative father, appear at the above 
named Court and protect his or her interests on 
or before 5/19/2009 at 9:00am

Alexandria Board of Architectural Review
Old & Historic Alexandria District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

====================================
=========================

A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria 
Board of Architectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, APRIL 1, 2009 beginning at 7:30 PM in 
Council Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginiaon the 
following applications:

CASE BAR2008-0193
Request for approval of new construction at 714 
Wythe St, zoned OCCommercial.
APPLICANT: Sophie Development, LLC

CASE BAR2009-0007
Request for approval of demolition/encapsula-
tion at 208 N. Fairfax St, zoned RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Stephanie Dimond for Peter 
Erickson

CASE BAR2009-0008
Request for approval of addition/alterations at 
208 N. Fairfax St, zoned RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Stephanie Dimond for Peter 
Erickson

CASE BAR2009-0015
Request for approval of demolition/encapsula-
tion at 117 S. Lee St, zoned RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Ken & Esther Carpi

CASE BAR2009-0016
Request for approval of addition/alterations at 
117 S. Lee St, zoned RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Ken & Esther Carpi

CASE BAR2009-0017
Request for approval of a waiver of HVAC 
screening requirement at 117 S. Lee St, zoned 
RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Ken & Esther Carpi

CASE BAR2009-0030
Request for approval of alterations at 411 King 
St, zoned KR King Street Retail.

Legal Notices

APPLICANT: AGW & Associates, Inc.

CASE BAR2009-0034
Request for approval of alterations at 906/908 
Prince St, zoned RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Mendelson Properties Limited 
Partnership

CASE BAR2009-0035
Request for approval of a waiver of HVAC 
screening requirement at 202 Duke St, zoned 
RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Ken Carpi

CASE BAR2009-0036
Request for approval of alterations at 19 Keith's 
Lane, zoned W-1.
APPLICANT: Kurt Spear for Cathy MacFarlane

OTHER BUSINESS:
City Wayfinding Program

Information about the above item(s) may be 
obtained from the Department of
Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King
Street, 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 838-4666

A Public Hearing will be held by the City Council 
of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council 
Chambers, City Hall, City of Alexandria, Virgin-
ia, on Tuesday, March 24, 2009 at 7:00 p.m., or 
as soon thereafter as may be heard on the 
hereinafter described ordinance.

AN ORDINANCE of the City of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, authorizing the issuance of General Obli-
gation Capital Improvement Bonds in the esti-
mated maximum amount of $118,300,000.00 
and providing for reimbursement to the City of 
Alexandria from bond proceeds.

The public is advised that amendments or addi-
tions may be made to the proposed ordinance 
without further publication. It is recommended 
that persons interested in this ordinance obtain 
a free full-text copy from the City Clerk at City 
Hall, Room 2300.

Jackie M. Henderson
City Clerk and Clerk of Council
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Sports
Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or  mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com

Robertson to the Rescue
Ireton beats St.
Stephen’s, T.C. pounds
Stuart on opening day.

St. Stephen’s/St. Agnes senior Whit
Mayberry will once again be the ace
of the Saints pitching staff.

Senior Dan Nicoll threw six innings of
two-hit ball in Bishop Ireton’s season-
opening win over St. Stephen’s/St.
Agnes this past Saturday.

T.C. Williams senior Marc Grosser throws a pitch to a Stuart batter during the
Titans’ opening day romp past the Raiders.
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Area Teams
T.C. Williams
Last Season: 12-11
Hitter to Watch: Junior Robert Mannel, catcher
Pitcher to Watch: Senior Marc Grosser

Bishop Ireton
Last Season: 13-13
Hitter to Watch: Senior Frank Zare, 2B
Pitcher to Watch: Senior Dan Nicoll

St. Stephen’s/St. Agnes
Last Season: 20-6
Hitter to Watch: Senior Gerard Taylor, Shortstop
Pitcher to Watch: Senior Whit Mayberry

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette Packet

T
he baseball record books might
need a new statistic considering
what Bishop Ireton senior John
Robertson did last Saturday in his

team’s annual Alexandria showdown with ri-
val St. Stephen’s/St. Agnes.

Or maybe just start calling him the ultimate
closer.

Robertson was involved in all of Ireton’s runs
during the team’s 3-1 win over the Saints, in-
cluding a grounder to the shortstop in the bot-
tom of the sixth inning that turned out to be
the deciding margin after a two-run error by
SSSAS. Then, he made sure his dribbler at the
plate stood the test of time, taking the mound
in the top of the seventh inning to earn his
first save of the season.

The senior also scored Ireton’s lone run be-
fore the sixth inning after stealing second and
third base following a second-inning single.
Starting pitcher Dan Nicoll brought him home
with an RBI single.

“They had a real good pitcher and he had
been shutting us down all day, so I just wanted
to put the ball in play,” said Robertson of his
last at-bat. “I was fortunate they didn’t make
the play.”

Nicoll and the Saints’ Whit Mayberry went
toe-to-toe on the mound on a day when a per-
sistent drizzle made conditions less than ideal.
Nicoll gave up just two hits and struck out eight
over six innings before giving way to
Robertson.

THE WIN WAS a reminder of just how good
Ireton could be within the always-competitive
WCAC this season. Although the Cardinals fin-
ished just 13-13 last year, they made a deep
run all the way to the WCAC Tournament fi-
nals, upsetting nationally ranked Paul VI in the
process.

And with about 75 percent of its innings
pitched from a season ago returning, Ireton
has dreams of taking the conference title and
making a run at the Virginia Independent
School Athletic Association state title later this
spring.

“Once we got back to practice this year, we’ve
just taken off from where we ended last year,”
said Nicoll, who is committed to play for
Hampton-Sydney College next season.

One stumbling block for the Cardinals could
be the graduation of the entire heart of their
batting order from a season ago. Ireton hit just
.250 as a team and scored about six runs per
game. Second-year coach Matt Gallagher is
counting on the senior duo of leadoff hitter
and center fielder C.K. Kraft and 2008 2nd-team
all-WCAC second baseman Frank Zare (.327

batting average last season) to provide some
pop. But even the coach admits his team is
“gonna play a lot of games like we did against
SSSAS.”

“I think we’re better at this point this year
than we were at this point last year,” said
Gallagher. “Whether we’ll be better at the end
of this year than we were last year, I don’t know.
But … we’re way ahead of the learning curve.”

See Titans,  Page 27

Titans
Start
Strong
T.C. Williams
girls’ soccer
wins two-
straight, while
boys’ suffer
through ups-
and-downs

“We’re gonna
surprise a lot of

people this
year.”

 — T.C. Williams senior
Danielle Thorne

Mark Giannotto

The Gazette Packet

A
s his team strolled off
the field following its
season-opening 2-0

shutout win over Mount
Vernon last Wednesday, Ti-
tans coach Williams
Heresniak got another stark
reminder of just how young
his talented squad is this

year.
“Remember ladies, after a

win we shake our goalie’s
hand,” he said as several
players sheepishly went over
to congratulate their starting
keeper.

Coming off a season in
which T.C. Williams won just
three games, it seems
Heresniak and his small, but
vocal group of four seniors
have been teaching a crew of
seven underclassmen some-
thing new every day. That’s
not such a bad thing for a
team that has started the sea-
son with two consecutive-
victories following another
shutout victory over Stuart
Friday.

“I think it’s different be-
cause when it’s a younger
team, they’re just going out
there and playing hard,” said

See Opening Day,  Page 30
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300 N Washington Street, Suite 106,
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.683.0777 | www.ftalexandria.com

Young Titans Start Strong
senior midfielder Danielle Thorne. “When you get

older, you think more and get scared, so I think hav-
ing a young team is to our advantage right now.”

Thorne will be joined in the midfield by fellow se-
nior captain Kamila Benzina, a duo that Heresniak
hopes can control the pace of play. Senior Amy Greco
will anchor the defense. Other than that, it’s just a
mixed bag of youth and inexperience, although
Heresniak thinks much of his firepower offensively
will come from junior Keely Porterfield and fresh-
man Hannah Clark.

Benzina and junior Molly McNabb contributed the
Titans’ two goals against Mount Vernon last week.

It also helps that T.C. Williams has the benefit of
playing true home games this season with the reno-
vation of Parker Gray Stadium complete. Since the
school has been under construction the past few
years, last Wednesday was the first time many on
the Titans had even played a soccer game on their
home field.

It seems whether between the lines or outside
them, this will be a season of firsts for everyone in-
volved with the Titan girls’ soccer program.

“I think it’s a different team now, a lot has
changed,” said Thorne. “We’re gonna surprise a lot
of people this year.”

FOR THE T.C. WILLIAMS BOYS’ soccer team,
the beginning of a new season hasn’t brought about
as smooth of a transition. A year after winning both
the regular season and tournament titles in the Pa-
triot District with a sterling 14-2-2 record, the Ti-
tans have stumbled out of the gates losing two of
their first three with just three starters returning from
last season.

Following a heartbreaking 5-4 loss to Mount Vernon
— a game T.C. Williams led 3-1 at the half — the
team rebounded against Stuart, winning, 1-0. On
Monday night, T.C. Williams lost to South Lakes, 2-1.

But the return of last year’s Patriot League Player
of the Year and first team All-Region selection Bryan
Frank means the losing skid shouldn’t last too long.
Frank (18 goals last year) heads an offense that will
also benefit from dangerous midfielder Kevin
Perreira’s speed up front.

One thing plaguing the Titans in the early going

From Page 26

Sports

has been consistency. Against Mount Vernon last
Wednesday, the offense was clicking on all cylinders
thanks to goals from Frank, Perreira, and junior Alhaji
Hassann.

In the past two games, quality chances have been
aplenty. The Titans just haven’t been able to get on
the scoreboard as much as they’d like, something
coach Martin Nickley hopes will change heading into
a Wednesday match-up with Wakefield, after the
Gazette Packet’s deadline.

“We’ve got a good group, and they will certainly
be doing better as the season goes along,” Nickley
said. “I’m not too worried, it’s still early. We are look-
ing forward to Wednesday … in order to put a com-
plete match together.

Senior Frederick Frimpong and the rest of
the T.C. Williams boys’ soccer team started
the season 1-2 last week heading into a
Wednesday game with Wakefield, after the
Gazette Packet’s deadline.

Senior Kamila Benzina is one of only four seniors on this year’s Titan girls’ soccer team.
That didn’t stop T.C. Williams from starting the season with two-consecutive wins.
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Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

ACCUPOISE RENOVATIONS

www.accupoise.com
703-966-4201

requestabid@accupoise.com

•Kitchens
•Bathrooms

•Basements
•Home office

•Restaurants

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

FT / PT positions
$400 to $750 wk.

Please contact

301-469-0101

GOLFERS WANTED!
Caddiemaster is looking for serv-
ice oriented caddies to work at
TPC Potomac at Avenel Farm.

Golf knowledge and
service skills required.

Adult Pool Attendant

Weekend positions at community swim-
ming pools throughout Maryland and 
Virginia.   Must  be   able   to    swim.  

Call: 571-730-3001 or 
Email:  chrisg@continentalpools.com

CCHHEEMMIISSTTRRYY  TTUUTTOORR
Alex family near Del Ray seeks high 

school chemistry tutor to teach in home. 
Hourly rate. Experience in tutoring and 

teaching at high school level desired. 

Call 202-639-6537

CHILDCARE /LT. HOUSEKEEPING
Landmark area. P/T, approx 25 hrs/wk, 
4-8pm. Help with homework and pick up 
from school.  Must drive and have own 
transportation.  Call: 703-212-0716.

CUSTOMER SERVICE/
BUSINESS ANALYST

Global Dimension Solutions has imme-
diate need for a Customer Service/Busi-
ness Analyst.  Perfect position for an in-
dividual seeking growth potential. We 
offer a  close knit office environment 
and seek   a reliable, customer service 
oriented individual.  Apply for position 
at:  www.equationsmarketsolutions.com 
or send resume to resumes@adexec.com

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Job$$$! Earn over $400 a week 
collecting signatures!!!

Paid positions available. Progressive 
candidate for office in Virginia needs 
your help. Must be a Virginia resident 
and have a car.  Call us at 202-509-5748

�KENNEL ATTENDANT�
Compassionate, PT kennel attendant needed 
for  busy, 4 doctor AAHA cert. animal hosp. 

Comp. pay, flex hrs, pd trng and friendly staff. 
Please call 703-451-1995 or send resume to 

Springfieldah@aol.com

LIFEGUARDS / POOL 

OPERATORS / SUPERVISORS

Free training, competitive wages.  
Must be able to swim. 703-421-5595

Lifeguards/Pool Operators 
Now hiring for summer season 

Training provided 
Call: 703-321-7040

www.continentalpools.com

MEDICAL OFFICE 
BOOKKEEPER

Burke.  P/T, flex hrs.  Exp. req’d.  Imme-
diate availability.  Email resume to:

fgarner@verizon.net.  

A job fair for women looking to start
a part-time job/business at home.
Women business leaders will be there
to share why they love what they do.

March 20 - Friday 10 am - 4 pm
Hilton Springfield Hotel

6550 Loisdale Road
Springfield, VA 22150

Mom’s Job Fair
www.MomsJobFair.com

Nannies needed  to start ASAP,
$15-$20/hr, legal, drive. 

703-779-7999
nanniesbynature.com

Immediate Openings. Ideal for
students/others. Customer

Sales/Svc. Flex Schedules.  All
ages 18+. Conditions apply.

Call 703-359-7600

PART-TIME OPENINGS
GREAT PAY!

RECRUITER
Youthful, energetic, enthusiastic and 
persistent person needed to find/hire 
high school and college students for sea-
sonal work.  Positions open in Maryland 
and Virginia. Call:571-730-3001 or 
Email:  chrisg@continentalpools.com

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CARRER TRAINING          CARRER TRAINING

CAD
Train for a career in computer-aided 
design at Westwood College. Call 

800-342-2249 today to receive your free 
Career Success Kit!

www.westwood.edu/locations

CARRER TRAINING 

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

SPRING SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

ELECTRICAL

DISCOUNT ELECTRIC
Mar/Apr Discount

$48/HR.
✓Free Estimates ✓Licensed
✓Bonded ✓Insured

703-978-2813
Cell 703-851-8091

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

SPRING
CLEAN-UP

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC
703-283-9479
703-455-0319

◆Bricks    ◆Blocks, 
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Retaining Walls
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

LANDSCAPING

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

• Licensed Daycare
• CPR certified
• First aid certified
• Breakfast, snacks and

lunch provided
• Daily, fun activities

Clean, safe and fun environment!
Contact Marisa Gomex at:

H: 703-360-4238 or C: 703-608-3521
marissagomez7@hotmail.com

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 3 RE for Rent

$2,700
Beautiful 4 BD, 2 1/2BA, 
Two car garage, Single 
Family House. All Hard-
wood. Beautiful garden. 
Near Metro, 495/95, Old 
town Alexandria, Please call 
Hassan Habib, EZ Realty, 
Vienna, VA (703)587-3339

West End Alex 1 bdrm 
basement apt for rent  

$500-$600. Vi 703-751-9571

4 RE for Sale

Alex/Collingwood,
Immaculate all brick home, 
3500 sq ft totally ren. 3/4 

BR, 3 full BA, custom cabs, 
Viking range, granite, fully 
fin basement with 2nd kit, 

hrdwds thru out, tiled 
sunroom, extensive 

landscaping on double lot. 
Open Sun 1-5

1126 Gladstone Pl
703-347-9366 

asking $849,999. 

12 Commercial Lease

OLD TOWN 
ALEXANDRIA

Small commercial building, 
1200 sq ft, 2 blocks from 
metro, on King st, ideal for 
professional office. with 
parking for 2+ cars. 
for info call Mrs Lasker. 

703-765-7583

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

102 Instruction

Tutoring by experienced 
tutor

available weekdays/
weekends, Math, 

Geometry, Algebra, and 
Reading for Elementary, Jr.
and Sr. High, in my home in 

the Mt. Vernon area.
References available.

Homeschoolers welcome.
$35/hour. Call Ann

703-360-3363.

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
Fax 703-917-0992

E-mail: classified
@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill
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Sports

T.C. Pounds Stuart on Opening Day
IN ANY OTHER LEAGUE, St. Stephen’s/
St. Agnes would have probably been cham-
pion last season. The Saints racked up a 20-
6 record, losing just three games in confer-
ence, but that was only good enough for
second place in the IAC. Two of those con-
ference defeats, though, were to last year’s
IAC juggernaut, St. Alban’s, who lost just
two games all year en route to an unde-
feated conference championship.

Ten players graduated from last year’s
squad, but coach Jim Supple believes he’s
got a strong crop of seniors and juniors
ready to take the mantle and take over
where St. Alban’s left off.

Led by their University of Virginia-bound
ace Mayberry, shortstop Gerard Taylor, and
an assortment of talented juniors, Supple
believes days like Saturday should be few
and far between once again.

“I do think we’ve reloaded,” he said. “The
first thing I told them after the game is re-

Bishop Ireton’s Drew Lichtenberg takes aim at a pitch from St. Stephen/St.
Agnes pitcher Whit Mayberry during the Cardinals’ 3-1 win last Saturday.

member this feeling. Certainly you want to
be on the winning side of things, but we
battled to the end.”

OVER AT SIMPSON FIELD, the T.C. Wil-
liams baseball team got its season going un-
der the direction of aptly named first-year
coach Andrew Simpson. The Titans domi-
nated Stuart, 11-1, behind a sharp four-in-
ning pitching performance from starter
Marc Grosser.

The senior loaded the bases on three walks
in the first inning but recovered to strike out
nine and yield just one Raider hit.

After taking a 1-0 lead in the first inning
thanks to catcher Robert Mannel’s RBI
single, the Titans exploded for six runs in
the third. Sophomore third basemen Dar-
win Alcantara’s two-run triple and back-to-
back doubles by sophomores Will Rossi and
Trav Clark highlighted the surge.

The Titans take the field again Wednes-
day, after the Gazette Packet’s deadline.
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Alexandria Sports Briefs

Former Bishop Ireton boys’ basketball coach
Mark Vincent (right) resigned last week due to
school budget cuts.
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Ireton Basketball Coach Resigns
Mark Vincent has stepped down as Bishop Ireton boys’

basketball coach effective as of last Thursday, according to
athletic director William Simmons.

Simmons said Vincent’s resignation stems from budget
cuts being made by the school during these tough eco-
nomic times. Vincent was an assistant athletic director, a
position the school has recently decided to eliminate,
meaning the former coach no longer had a full time posi-
tion.

Vincent, who was once the interim head basketball
coach at nearby T.C. Williams, took over in the summer
of 2006 after former coach Chuck Driesell left to take an
assistant coaching position under Gary Williams at Mary-
land.

Vincent’s Ireton team was full of underclassmen this
year and finished with a 5-23 record, winning just one
game in the WCAC. During Vincent’s two-year tenure the
Cardinals won just nine games, but Simmons emphasized
that wins and losses had nothing to do with the decision.

“There was no firing involved,” said Simmons. “It was
about the budget, not how the team performed on the
court.”

Varsity assistant coach Shirvan Joseph will serve as interim
head coach until Ireton finds a permanent replacement.

National Titles For Butts
T.C. Williams senior Tynita Butts capped off her scintil-

lating indoor track season by taking home two national
titles at the National Scholastic Indoor Championships last
weekend, becoming the first athlete in the 26-year history

of the meet to win both the long and high jumps.
She won the long jump with a leap of 5-10 1/2 and ce-

mented her status as the nation’s No. 1 ranked high jumper
by clearing 20 feet 1.25 inches. Butts now turns her atten-
tion to the outdoor track and field circuit, where she will
again star for the Titans before continuing her career at
East Carolina next fall.

Alexandria Little League
Opening Ceremony

The Alexandria Little League and the Alexandria Depart-
ment of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities will be
celebrating the 56th Anniversary of Little League baseball
in Alexandria on Saturday, March 28. The ceremony will
begin at 11 a.m. at Simpson Field, 500 Monroe Avenue
and will honor all past and present players, coaches and
volunteers in the league. Screech, the official mascot from
the Washington Nationals, will be among the guests along
with other local dignitaries. Food and other items will also
be sold at the ceremony. For more information, call the
Youth Sports Office at 703-838-4345 or go on the Recre-
ation Department’s Web site at www.alexandriava.gov/rec-
reation or the Alexandria Little League’s Web site at
alexandriabaseball.com.

Send announcements to the Alexandria
Gazette Packet, by e-mail to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos are
encouraged. Call Rebecca Halik at 703-
917-6407 with questions.

Alexandria City Public Schools
(ACPS) elementary schools are holding
open houses and/or school tours
designed primarily for parents of rising
kindergartners and other new ACPS stu-
dents. If unsure to which school
assigned, call 703-824-6710 or refer to
the online Attendance Zone Locator, at
http://www.acps.k12.va.us/enroll/
zonelocator.php. Schedule:

❖ Charles Barrett Elementary School,
1115 Martha Custis Dr., Alexandria,
703-824-6960 — Tours take place from

School Notes

9 to 10 a.m. on Wednesdays. A date is
not yet finalized for a children’s kinder-
garten visit that will take place in April.

❖* George Mason Elementary School,
2601 Cameron Mills Road, Alexandria,
703-706-4470 — An open house will
take place from 1 to 2 p.m. on March 27.
Tours are offered at 9:15 a.m. every
Wednesday.

❖ James K. Polk Elementary School,
5000 Polk Ave., Alexandria, 703-461-
4180 — An open house will take place
on May 20. Tours may be arranged by
calling the school.

❖ William Ramsay Elementary
School, 5700 Sanger Ave., Alexandria,
703-824-6950 — Tours are available by
appointment upon request.

❖ Samuel W. Tucker Elementary
School, 435 Ferdinand Day Dr., Alexan-
dria, 703-933-6300 — An open house

will take place from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
on April 23. Tours are available by ap-
pointment upon request.

The City of Alexandria’s Jerome
“Buddie” Ford Nature Center, 5750
Sanger Ave., will offer a weeklong
nature day camp for youth ages 7 to
10. The camp is scheduled for April 6-
10, from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. daily.
Campers will participate in fun, nature-
based learning activities, including
woodland hikes, live animal exhibitions,
journaling, story time, and nature
games and crafts. Campers may be
dropped off at 8:30 a.m. The camp fee
is $275 for City residents ($300 for non-
residents) for the entire week.
Registration is ongoing, and advance
registration is required for all campers.
Space is limited. To register, or to re-

ceive additional information, call the
Naturalist staff at 703-838-4829.

StagePlay’s Midsummer Drama
Camp for ages 5-14 will run weekday
afternoons June 28-July 2, July 6-10 &
July 13-24 at St. Aidan’s Episcopal
Church. The program includes
Shakespeare and more. For full details
e-mail bardsplay@aol.com or visit
www.stageplay.tv.

Three Alexandria City Public Schools
(ACPS) teachers received National
Board Certification from the National
Board of Professional Teaching Stan-
dards (NBPTS). The newly certified
teachers are Suzette Adams, counse-
lor at Cora Kelly School for Math,
Science and Technology; Jennifer
Larsen, first-grade teacher at George

Mason Elementary School; and Celia
Ochs, second-grade teacher at James K.
Polk Elementary School.

George Mason Elementary School
is one of 162 Virginia public schools
earning the 2009 Governor’s Award for
Educational Excellence. Douglas
MacArthur Elementary School,
James K. Polk Elementary School,
Lyles-Crouch Traditional Acad-
emy and Samuel W. Tucker
Elementary School are among 544
schools and 24 school divisions to re-
ceive the Board of Education Excellence
Award, the second-tier honor in the VIP
program. Charles Barrett Elementary
School is one of 276 schools and 10
school divisions to receive the Board of
Education’s Competence to Excellence
Award.



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  March 19-25, 2009  ❖  31www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



32  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  March 19-25, 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com


