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While attending Science and Math
Day at Crestwood Elementary with
his family on Saturday, fifth-grader
Matt Merid tries on an astronaut
suit from NASA.
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Springfield Connection Editor Michael O’Connell

703-917-6440 or moconnell@connectionnewspapers.com

News

Garden Honors Fallen Spartans

Eagle Scout Corey MacRae stands next to the memorial
to fallen military graduates of West Springfield High
School.
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April 17 dedication event
planned for memorial
garden at West Springfield
High School.

“There’s this silent
bond that kind of
happens among
people who have
experienced this
same thing.”

— Sallie Stubenhofer

By Amber Healy

The Connection

C
orey MacRae wanted to leave something
behind when he graduated from West
Springfield High School. As an Eagle
Scout, he needed to complete one, last,

big project. With a little help from the former ath-
letic director at the school,
MacRae was able to combine the
two, creating the Memorial Gar-
den, a place where West Spring-
field alumni who died while on
active duty in the military could
be remembered.

“It was either going to be a me-
morial for Leslie Sherman or
something for the people who died
in the military, and I chose the
garden,” said MacRae, a senior
who will graduate in June and
plans to go to a college prep school
in the fall. Sherman was a 2006
graduate from West Springfield and was freshman
at Virginia Tech when she was one of the students
killed during the April 16, 2007 shooting at the
school.

So, with the help of then-athletic director Tim

O’Reilly, MacRae got to work.
First, he researched all West Springfield alumni

who died while in active duty in the military, in all
conflicts after Vietnam. Then he had to reach out to
the families and explain what he wanted to do. He
envisioned a peaceful place on school property where
people could get together, remember their friends,
classmates, neighbors and loved ones, their names
engraved for all to see.

O’Reilly helped MacRae obtain permission from
principal Paul Wardinski.

“He agreed it was highly appropriate,” said O’Reilly,
now a subschool assistant principal at Chantilly High
School. And it wasn’t entirely without precedent at
the school either — the athletic field is named for
one of the fallen soldiers as well.

MacRae began contacting the
families of the eight alumni, and
they all agreed to have their loved
one included in the memorial.

The names on the memorial in-
clude Craig Weeks, Navy, WSHS
1977; Thomas Tulenko Jr., Marine,
WSHS 1978; Paul Taylor, Army,
WSHS 1981; Mary Ellene
Robertson, Navy, WSHS 1985;
Ronald Mobayed, Navy, WSHS
1986;  Anders Poremba, Marine,
WSHS 1987; Mark Stubenhofer,
Army, WSHS 1992, and Jeff
Trowbridge, Navy, WSHS 1982.

“Once we found the families, the rest was easy,”
MacRae said. Some had moved out of the area, some
had left the country, but a few were still in the neigh

See W. Springfield,  Page 5

With a Wave of the Educational Wand
Virginia’s Community Colleges unveils online
tool to help students find career and school.

“Everything is available with
simple keystrokes, whenever
and wherever users are in
their journey.”

— Dr. Glenn DuBois, chancellor, Virginia’s
Community Colleges

By Justin Fanizzi

The Connection

J
ust a snap of the fingers, or in this
case, a few clicks of the mouse, and
there it is. Every answer a person

many need on one of the most important
topics of his or her life is right at their fin-
gerprints. Confusion is cleared, a path is laid
and anxiety relieved all in one fell swoop.

That is exactly the experience that
Virginia’s Community Colleges were seek-
ing to reprise when they created their new-
est education tool, the Virginia Education
Wizard, unveiled March 13 at Northern Vir-
ginia Medical Education Campus in Spring-
field.

“The Wizard brings together all the in-
formation prospective students and fami-
lies need today to make smart choices about
their future,” said Dr. Glenn DuBois, chan-
cellor of Virginia’s Community Colleges.
“Everything is available with simple key-
strokes, whenever and wherever users are

in their journey.”
The Education Wizard is an online re-

source, located at www.vawizard.org, that
provides real-time information to help stu-
dents choose a major, a school, a career path
and even help students find financial aid.

AFTER REGISTERING and creating a
personal account on the Web site, the stu-
dent can then proceed to the “Careers” tab,
where the user is asked to complete two
assessments that will help the Wizard de-
termine which paths to put the student on.
The first one is an interest assessment,
which asks a series of questions and the user
responds with either a “thumbs-up” or a
“thumbs-down.” The questions gauge which
things appeal to the user, asking things like
whether or not the user likes to build cabi-
nets, conduct a symphony orchestra or write
stories, among dozens of other questions.

The second assessment is a values assess-
ment, which asks “in my ideal job, it is im-
portant that …” and lists things like “I make

use of my abilities” or “the work could give
me a feeling of accomplishment,” and asks
the user to rank them in importance. Once
the two assessments are completed, the
Wizard recommends career options that
align with the
user’s interests
and values.

Under the “Pro-
grams and Ma-
jors” section of
the Web site, the
user can search
through specific
course listings of-
fered at Virginia’s
Community Col-
leges. The user
can also search for a specific major and the
Wizard will list every community college
where that major is offered. The “Paying
for College” section helps the user calcu-
late the cost of college, apply for financial
aid, search for relevant scholarships and
even helps craft a payment plan. An addi-
tional feature of the site is a section on how
to arrange a transfer between schools.

“I think that this will be a model for the

rest of the country,” U.S. Sen. Mark Warner
(D-Va.), who was present at the unveiling
of the Wizard, said. “I do not believe any-
thing like this is out there right now. Mak-
ing people’s lives better is what the Wizard

is all about.”

ACCORDING
TO DUBOIS ,
the idea for the
Wizard came to
him while he
was planning a
vacation, using
the travel site
expedia.com. He
said that when
he saw he could

buy plane tickets, book a hotel and browse
for rental cars all in one place, he thought
that it was something that could be applied
to higher education.

SOON AFTER, Virginia’s Community Col-
leges had secured $2.5 million in federal
funds to help develop the product and Dr.

See New Online,  Page 3
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Week in Springfield

Budget Town Hall Meetings
Supervisor Pat Herrity (R-Springfield) is hosting two town

hall meetings about the Fairfax County budget. They’re
scheduled for Thursday, March 19, at 7:30 p.m., at the West
Springfield Government Center, 6140 Rolling Road in
Springfield; and Thursday, March 26, at 7:30 p.m., in rooms
9 and 10 of the county Government Center, 12000 Govern-
ment Center Parkway in Fairfax. Call 703-451-5515 for more
details.

Tax Relief Workshop Slated
On Friday, March 20, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Supervisor Pat

Herrity (R-Springfield) will host a Tax Relief Workshop for
senior citizens and people with disabilities, at the West
Springfield Government Center 6140 Rolling Road in
Springfield. Staff members from the county’s Office of Tax
Relief will meet with constituents on a one-on-one basis
and help them in fill out the necessary forms.

News

Fire Displaces Family

Firefighters
clean up in
the aftermath
of a March 14
fire at a
Springfield
home.P
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Early morning blaze
displaces three, causes
$150,000 in damages.

A
 March 14 fire in a single-family home in
Springfield not only drew eight units to
the two-alarm blaze, but also displaced
the family as well.

At approximately 5:57 a.m., Fairfax County Fire
and Rescue Department units responded to a call of
a house fire at 7714 Cervantes Lane, and upon ar-
rival, four minutes after receiving the call, found the
attached garage of the home ablaze, with the flames
extending to the siding and attic of the home. The
units that responded to the first alarm were Stations
14 of Burke, 22 of Springfield, 35 of Pohick and 41

of Crosspointe.
A second alarm was needed to bring increased as-

sistance to the scene, and Stations 5 of Franconia, 19
of Lorton, 27 of West Springfield and 32 of Fairview
responded. Within 45 minutes, the firefighters
brought the fire under control.

According to fire investigators, the fire was acci-
dental; a result of an electrical anomaly. Three adults
and two family cats were accounted for and avoided
any injury, as they evacuated the home when the
smoke alarms activated. However, the victims were
displaced, as the estimated $150,000 worth of dam-
age to the home forced them to seek shelter with the
American Red Cross.

“The home was not totally destroyed,” said Lt.
Willie Bailey of the Fire and Rescue Department. “But
because of the smoke damage throughout the house,
[the occupants] will have to stay out until it is up to
par.”

FCPS Shrinks Its Request
For Additional Funds

Due to an influx of federal and state funds, mostly from
U.S. Congress’ stimulus package, Fairfax County Public
Schools will not be requesting quite as much money from
the county as it had initially anticipated.

Schools superintendent Jack Dale had intended to ask
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors for $56.8 million
more for his 2010 budget than the approximately $.2.2 bil-
lion he received in operating funds for this year. Now, Dale
has said the school system will only request an additional
$25 million.

“Even if you were able to give us [the extra money], there
are still going to be a lot of cuts to this budget,” said Dale
at a joint meeting of the supervisors and School Board mem-
bers March 16.

Fairfax County is facing a $650 million gap in next year’s
budget overall. The superintendents came a few weeks af-
ter Fairfax County executive Tony Griffin laid out his bud-
get proposal for 2010, which included a flat transfer and
no additional funding for the school system.

With the additional $25 million factored in, Dale said
the school system will still be forced to freeze employee
compensation and to eliminate 800 positions, though nearly
two-thirds of the positions that would disappear will come
from eliminating vacant positions rather than layoffs.

Some of the eliminated positions will come from areas
like special education, alternative education and career and
technical education, said Dale.

The superintendent expects the caseload for psycholo-
gists, social workers and guidance counselors to increase
by 10 to 15 percent.

The eliminated positions also means the average class
size will increase by half a student at the elementary school
level and cause more mixed level classes, where students
in two different grades have the same teacher.

At the middle school level, Dale expects classes to grow
larger and, in high school, families will see a loss of smaller,
specialty classes in programs like special education and the
academies.

“In some cases, kids who would be in alternative educa-
tion will return to the general education classroom,” said
Dale.

“If I don’t get [the additional money], these will have to
get bigger,” said Dale.

In the school system’s central administration, officials
have completely redesigned two departments reducing the
number of directors in those areas from over 20 to approxi-
mately eight.

“We are eliminating our agility. …We no longer have an
IT department where we do long-term strategic planning
on technology,” said Dale.

 — Julia O’Donoghue

“The
home was
not totally
destroyed.”

— Lt. Willie
Bailey, Fairfax

County Fire
and Rescue
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Fairfax County Police Sgt. Todd Erlandson, Master Police
Officer Joseph Flynn and police officers Quang Bui, An-
thony Capizzi, Christopher Coleman, Oaln Faulk IV,

Stephen Foley, Matthew Griffin, Christopher Hutchison, Jonathan Lowery, Brett
Manthe, Eric Nelson, Michael Greene, Shay Nelson, Jonathan Ward and public safety
communicator Erin Tracy were presented with Lifesaving Awards during the 31st
Annual Valor Awards at the McLean Hilton on March 12. The officers represent the
West Springfield, McLean, Franconia, Fair Oaks, Reston, Mount Vernon and Mason
District Station and the Department of Public Safety Communications.

Lifesaving Awards
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borhood, like Sallie Stubenhofer.
Her son, Mark, was killed four years ago

in Iraq. While the West Springfield Post Of-
fice was dedicated in his name a few years
ago, Stubenhofer said she’s honored to have
her son included in this memorial garden.

“I have to say, I was very impressed with
Corey,” she said of MacRae. “Mark wasn’t
an Eagle Scout, but he was involved with
everything like Corey is. Mark was an ath-
lete, he was very involved in school, he liked
volunteering his time. Corey reminds me a
lot of Mark.”

The Stubenhofer family has also orga-
nized an annual golf tournament in Mark’s
name each spring, scheduled for April 27
this year.

WORK BEGAN on construction of the gar-
den last fall. MacRae, along with some help
from friends, family and other scouts, de-
signed a garden with a Japanese maple tree
on either side of the memorial stone, en-
circled with white flagstones and some
decorative shrubs.

“I haven’t seen how it looks when all the
flowers are in bloom, but I hope it looks
good,” MacRae laughed. In addition to the
volunteers who helped him plant the gar-
den, MacRae got some help from a local
Home Depot, the Merrifield Garden Center
and Eastern Memorials, which helped with
the memorial stone.

“The stone looks better than we hoped it
would,” the scout said.

MacRae and the families of those being
honored will have the chance to see the
garden in all its blooming glory during a
dedication ceremony, scheduled for April 17
at 4 p.m.

While his work is nearly completed,
MacRae is still receiving words of encour-
agement and appreciation from the fami-

News

lies he’s honoring.
“It was absolutely a no-brainer to say yes

when he asked us,” Stubenhofer said about
including her son’s name on the memorial.
“I was surprised and impressed a young stu-
dent would think of something that signifi-
cant to so many people.”

Stubenhofer, who lives in Springfield, said
she hasn’t seen the memorial yet, but is
looking forward to having the comfort of
being with other families who share this
painful, deeply personal experience of loss.

“There’s this silent bond that kind of hap-
pens among people who have experienced
this same thing,” she said. “It’s very rare to
be in a group where everybody gets it and
you don’t have to worry about who still feels
uncomfortable, even four years after Mark’s
death. It’s … comforting.”

Cathy Wenzel agreed. Her brother, Craig
Weeks, was killed in a car accident while

on temporary duty in California, just a few
months before his son was born. Wenzel
said her family, including her brother’s
widow, is planning to attend, making the
trip to West Springfield from across the
country.

“Mom and I will be flying in from Wash-
ington State, and my brother, Blake, will
be driving up from North Carolina,” Wenzel
wrote in an e-mail. “Craig’s widow, Hai, is
hoping to get leave from her job with the
Navy Reserve. She has been stationed in
Germany for the past several years, and will
be flying in from there, if her leave is ap-
proved. I haven’t heard if Craig and Hai’s
son, Craig, will be able to attend or not,
but I hope so.”

An older sister, Christie, will not be able
to attend the ceremony. Also missing will
be their father, who died about a year ago.

“He was very proud of Craig and his ser-

vice and he’d be thrilled to have this me-
morial built to honor those who died,”
Wenzel said.

Like Stubenhofer, Wenzel has only seen
the memorial in photos and is eager to see
MacRae’s completed work and meet him in
person.

WHILE HE is no longer at the school,
O’Reilly said he’s proud MacRae carried
through with his plan.

“My father and my brother are retired
military people and I have always valued
what they do for us as a country and as citi-
zens. It is the right thing to do everywhere
really,” O’Reilly said.

MacRae also has the support of his par-
ents, Cindy and Sandy MacRae. Corey
MacRae is the last of three sons to complete
their Eagle Scout projects, the third to
graduate West Springfield, the third to make
his parents proud by achieving the highest
rank in scouting.

Cindy MacRae said that after her son
graduates, the class of 2011 has agreed to
maintain the garden, but said donations are
being accepted at the school to pay for its
upkeep. While the family hopes it will never
be needed, space is available on the stone
to engrave more names, should other West
Springfield graduates lose their lives in the
line of duty.

At the top of the stone is engraved a
simple but fitting tribute: “In honor of our
classmates who gave the ultimate sacrifice
for our country.”

W. Springfield Eagle Scout Plants Memorial Garden

As part of his Eagle Scout Project, Corey MacRae, left, works with
volunteers to plant a memorial garden at West Springfield High School.

From Page 3

To Help
Donations for continuing maintenance for

the West Springfield Memorial Garden can
be made by sending checks to West Spring-
field High School, 6100 Rolling Road,
Springfield, VA 22152.
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Craig Herndon, the director of the commu-
nity colleges’ career and education re-
sources was placed in charge of designing
it. Richmond-based Chmura Economics &
Analytics and internal professional at the
community colleges then completed the
programming.

Part of what spurred the creation of the
Wizard, according to Robert Templin, the
president of Northern Virginia Community
College, was the severe shortage of
healthcare workers. Templin said that the
demand for registered nurses is actually
moving faster than the number of students
that Virginia’s Community Colleges have in
that program and said that some hospitals
around the region have even had to close
beds due to the shortage.

“We have been working with business
leaders and the business community for the
last five years,” Templin said. “And we rec-
ognize that a shortage of healthcare work-

ers means that there are jobs to be had.”

VIRGINIA’S COMMUNITY COLLEGES
are already looking ahead to what is next
for the Wizard, even though the Wizard has
just debuted. The community colleges are
currently exploring partnerships with orga-
nizations such as the Virginia Department
of Education, the State Council of Higher
Education for Virginia, the Education Credit
Management Corporation and the Virginia
College Savings Plan to develop a more in-
depth, expanded version of the Wizard.

“I think that this is great,” Sen. George
Barker (D-39) said. “It’s great to see people
of all ages have something that can make a
difference in their lives. This is a tremen-
dous value.”

U.S. Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.) talks to the students in attendance after
the presentation.

From Page 3
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New Online Tool Helps Students Find Career Path
Use the Wizard

Go to www.vawizard.org to register and start
developing a career path.
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People

Crestwood Elementary students and their families learn about snakes from Hidden
Pond Nature Center staff while attending Science and Match Day at the school March
14.

Andrea Aguilar, a fifth-grader at Crestwood Elementary,
and Maya Ramos, a kindergarten student, play a variety
of brain games while attending Crestwood’s annual
Science and Math Day on Saturday.

Crestwood Elementary students and their families had
the chance to learn about reptiles, including a turtle,
from the Hidden Pond Nature Center staff while attend-
ing Science and Match Day at the school March 14.

Crestwood Elementary School conducted it’s annual Science and Math Day on Saturday,
March 14, with a variety of activities including representatives from NASA, a variety of
reptiles from the Hidden Pond Nature Center, a telescope demonstration, a Mad Scien-
tist demonstration, a planetarium show, a variety of games and much more.

All About Science
Crestwood students learn about
science through hands on activities.

C
restwood Elementary School conducted it’s annual Science
and Math Day on Saturday, March 14, with a variety of
activities including representatives from NASA, a variety
of reptiles from the Hidden Pond Nature Center, a tele-

scope demonstration, a Mad Scientist demonstration, a planetarium
show, a variety of games and much more. “This is a chance for out kids
and their parents to connect with what they are doing here at school
and a chance for them to see their children’s projects that have been
displayed,” said Mary Person, principal at Crestwood Elementary.

Air Force Airman David A.
Bickerstaff has graduated
from basic military train-
ing at Lackland Air Force
Base, San Antonio, Texas.

Bickerstaff is the son of
Dean Bickerstaff of

Braddock Mews Place,
Springfield, and a 2008
graduate of Annandale

High School.

Military Notes Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-917-6459. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

The Fairfax Library Foundation has
named the 2009 Friends Scholarship
Fund Continuing Education awardees.
They are Renee Edwards, Fairfax
County Public Library Early Literacy
Outreach Manager; Carey Hagan, Li-
brarian, Susan Ujka Larson, Youth
Services Manager and Leslie Scully,
Assistant Page Manager from the
George Mason Regional Library in
Annandale; and Andrew
Pendergrass, Branch Manager at the

Patrick Henry Library in Vienna.
The Library Foundation’s Friends

Scholarship Fund encourages the con-
tinuing education among FCPL staff and
volunteers by awarding scholarships
that underwrite education outside of a
formal degree program. The fund pro-
vides several full or partial scholarships
twice a year ranging from $150 to
$1,000 to support the training of indi-
viduals within the Fairfax County Public
Library System.

Individuals demonstrating the poten-
tial for outstanding achievement in the
library profession who are enrolled in an
accredited Masters of Library Science
program may apply for one of three
competitive Academic scholarships

awarded annually at $3,000 and a spe-
cial $3,500 named scholarship honoring
Library Director Edwin S. Clay, III. The
Academic element of the Fairfax Library
Foundation’s Friends Scholarship Fund
was established to deliver expert library
services to County residents by attract-
ing highly qualified future librarians to
the Fairfax County Public Library.

Air National Guard Airman
Smithchai Chutchainon has gradu-
ated from basic military training at
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio,
Texas. He is the son of Thipphaphan
Chutchainon of Floyd Ave. in Spring-
field, and a 2000 graduate of Robert E.
Lee High School.

People Notes
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

Your Friendly, Neighborhood Thrift Shop

YESTERDAY’S ROSE
where you never see the same thing twice

9960 Main St. Fairfax, VA • 703-385-9517 • www.yesterdaysrose.org

Proceeds Benefit: American Red Cross, Nat’l Capital Ch.•The Arc of Northern Virginia
National Council of Jewish Women, No. Virginia Section•Service Source Inc.

Clothing • Furniture • Housewares
Not valid with other discounts or sales. Not valid with other discounts or sales.

SUPER SATURDAY
50% OFF

Clothes, Shoes
& Purses

Saturday, 3/21/09
10 a.m.–6 p.m.

 Bag of Books
Bag of Music
$5.00 a Bag

Sunday, 3/22/09
10 a.m.–5 p.m.

Shillelagh Travel Club
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web-site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials

NIAGARA FALLS, CANADA JUNE 8 – 12.................................................................$699
Includes Deluxe Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 4-Nights Hotel, Breakfast & Dinner Daily, Maid
of the Mist Boat Ride, Tour of Toronto,  Niagara & Niagara-on-the-Lake, Visits to Welland Canal &
Rossi Glass & a Casino!  Call for an Itinerary!

NORTHERN NATIONAL PARKS
Yellowstone, Tetons, Craters of the Moon JULY 24 – 31...........................................$1879
Includes Air from Dulles, 7-Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast, 4 Dinners, Transfers, Sightseeing – Call for

Itinerary!

IRELAND…Including the North!  OCT 28 – NOV 6................................................$2199
Includes Air from Dulles on Aer Lingus, 8-Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast & Dinner, Irish Coffee at
Cabra Castle, Daily Sightseeing, Whiskey Tasting….FUN! Call for Itinerary!

News

Kings Jesters
Get ‘Ugly’

The Kings Jesters of Kings Glen
Elementary School present “Honk
Jr.,” the magical musical retelling
of Hans Christian Anderson’s clas-
sic story of “The Ugly Duckling.”
Sixty-five students have been
working after school for three
months so that they can bring the
joy of live musical theater to their
family, friends and the community.
The public is invited to enjoy the
musical March 24-26, 7 p.m., in
the school gym, 5401 Danbury
Forest Drive, Springfield. Tickets
are available pre-sale through the
school office for $4 or at the door
for $5. Proceeds go directly into
the production of the next Kings
Jesters’ production.

Connolly Hosts
Open House

U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11)
is hosting an open house at his
Annandale office on Saturday,
March 21, from 1-3 p.m. Everyone
is invited to meet Connolly and his
staff and learn about the services
offered to the residents of the 11th
Congressional District. Connolly’s
District Office is located at 4115
Annandale Road, Suite 103, in
Annandale. The Annandale Dis-
trict Office number is 703-256-
3071.  A second District Office is
scheduled to open soon in Prince
William County. The Prince Will-
iam District Office number is 703-
670-4989. Connolly’s District Of-
fice staff is available Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m-5 p.m.
to assist the public in handling
matters relating to the federal gov-
ernment. Light refreshments will
be served at Saturday’s open house
in Annandale.

Faith Notes

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-917-6459. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

Over 1,000 eighth graders, in-
cluding students from Burke, Vienna
and Springfield-based schools Our Lady
of Good Counsel, Nativity and Saint
Bernadette, will be encouraged to con-
sider the Lord’s call at the 14th Annual
Eighth Grade Vocations Mass. The Mass
encourages students to prayerfully seek
their vocation as a religious, priest, con-
secrated or married person. The Eighth
Grade Vocations Mass will take place at
Holy Spirit in Annandale on March 18.
Currently, 32 seminarian and 56 men
and women religious are in formation
from the Diocese of Arlington.

Rev. Mike Zello Jr. will speak
Sunday, March 22, 6 p.m., at the Heal-
ing Service at Jubilee Christian Center,
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax. He is
the director of Teen Challenge of
Fredericksburg, Va. 703-383-1170.
www.jccag.org.
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The County Line

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

A
fter the polls closed last week,
one voting machine reported that
724 people had used it, even
though officials at the precinct

had recorded only 707 people walking
through the door. There was also another
voting machine at Fairview, which had al-
ready tallied 348 of the 707 votes.

Fairfax County election officials ultimately
concluded that supervisor-elect John Cook
(R) defeated at-large school board member
Ilryong Moon (D) by a slim margin of 89
votes in the Braddock District’s special elec-
tion March 10.

But for almost 24 hours, officials could
not call the race’s outcome or even deter-
mine the number of ballots cast in the elec-
tion because of the malfunctioning machine
at the Fairview precinct in Fairfax Station.

When the machine was cracked open a
day after the election, a more appropriate
number of votes, 359, showed up on a roll
of tape in the “ballot log” and among the
“ballot images,” or digital photographs
taken of each vote cast on the machine. So
far, no one is disputing the results.

Election officials are still unsure of what
caused the voting machine to report the
wrong number of votes in the first place.

“Once we ran the ballot log and the bal-
lot images, we saw that there were 359 ac-
tual votes on the machine. We just don’t
know why the machine tallied up 724. …
We have one machine with an anomaly and
we don’t know what caused it,” said Rokey
Suleman, Fairfax County registrar.

“Nothing like this has ever occurred be-
fore. We don’t know if the machine mal-
functioned or if we did something wrong,”
said Suleman.

LAST WEEK’S voting
machine problems are a
sign of bigger problems
ahead, said cyber-security
expert Jeremy Epstein
and other computer scien-
tists. Fairfax County’s
electronic voting ma-
chines produce no ballots
or paper trail and it would
be impossible to verify the
number votes or what
they were cast for if an
electronic voting machine malfunctioned
and voting information could not be re-
trieved.  There is no hard copy or paper
“back up” system if something goes wrong.

“We are entirely reliant on the software
that is in the electronic voting machines to
function correctly. … When you have been
writing software for 25 years, you know that
is not a good thing to do,” said Epstein, se-
nior computer scientist with the Cyber Se-
curity Research and Development Center at

SRI International in Arlington.
Epstein, a Braddock District resident, said

an overwhelming majority of computer sci-
entists believe there should be a paper trail
that can be independently verified.

“There have been many many bugs in
election software over the years and, one
day we may not be able to recover from it.
This bug may have affected past elections
and nobody ever noticed it before. It could
have given the wrong number of votes to
the wrong candidate and nobody noticed,”
said Epstein, who advocates for voting ma-
chine security both nationally and locally.

Epstein and other advocates prefer opti-
cal scan voting machines, which require
people to fill out a paper ballot with a pen-
cil before running it through a scanning tal-
lying system. The optical scan machines
leave a verifiable paper trail.

DURING LAST November’s presidential
and congressional elections, Fairfax County
equipped each polling station with at least
one optical scan machine, and gave people

the choice of using either
an electronic device or the
optical scan to record their
votes. But the current
county budget crunch led
election officials to forego
using optical scan ma-
chines and to rely entirely
on electronic voting ma-
chines during the three
special elections that have
taken place in Fairfax
County in 2009. Suleman
said he also intends to

only use electronic voting machines with
no paper options or backup during the
Democratic primary for statewide races in
June and the general elections, including
the Governor’s race, in November.

“We are only using the electronic voting
machines right now because of costs. We
don’t have money right now for paper bal-
lots. … The issue is the cost of paper. You
have to understand that paper is expensive,”
said Suleman.

ACCORDING TO
Fairfax County budget
documents, the three
2009 special elections
– including a House of
Delegates race that af-
fected one precinct, a
c o u n t y w i d e
chairman’s race in Feb-
ruary and the
Braddock election –
have cost the locality
an extra $300,000 this
year.  Printing paper
ballots for the county
chairman’s race alone
could have driven up the price tag another
$200,000, said Suleman.

If the county is offering paper ballots to
voters, it is prudent to have enough to cover
a voter turnout of 100 percent, plus a little,
even though that number of people is very
unlikely to turn up at the polls, said
Suleman. According to county records, the
voter turnout in November’s presidential
election, which was regarded as high, was
78.7 percent. In last month’s special elec-
tion for county chairman, it was 16.1 per-
cent. “That is a tremendous amount of
waste in paper but you have to be prepared
for every voter to show up at the polls,” said
Suleman.

Still there are people who said they would
be more comfortable with some wasted
paper ballots than electronic voting ma-
chines. “I am not surprised that it is a little
bit more expensive if you consider how
many people in Fairfax County are going to
cast votes in the governor’s race. … It is a
little surprising to me that it costs $200,000
for 400,000 sheets of paper,” said Scott
Surovell, chairman of the Fairfax County
Democratic Committee.

Following the Braddock District election,
he now expects the organization to look at
a resolution calling for Fairfax County to
do away with using its electronic voting ma-
chines altogether. “It is the only way to en-
sure that there is paper trail that reflects
the voters’ intent. … The biggest concern is

that the voting machines can have malfunc-
tions as they get older and may not reflect
the voters’ intent or record the votes cor-
rectly,” said Surovell.

Epstein, who talks to people from all over
the country about issues regarding voting
machines, the voting machine malfunction
in the Braddock district election could be
the most serious malfunction noticed in the
country so far.

“Nobody in the United States has seen
anything like this. It is screaming and shout-
ing that something is definitely wrong. … I
wasn’t surprised that [the malfunction hap-
pened] but I was surprised how egregiously
wrong it was,” he said.

AS A SECONDARY
issue, Surovell said he
is also concerned
about going through
next fall’s elections
with only electronic
voting machines be-
cause they take longer
for voters to use than
optical scan machines.

In November 2008,
both Surovell and
Suleman credited
some of the success of
the Presidential Elec-
tion Day and its huge
turnout to the fact that
voters were given the
option to use optical
scan machines, allow-
ing lines to move more
quickly. Widespread

absentee voting at nearly a dozen locations
helped as well, but that is unlikely to be
available this November, also due to bud-
get constraints.

“I am worried about moving people
through the line on Election Day [in No-
vember 2009]. The registrar’s office has
proposed cutting out all satellite absentee
voting which will make the lines on elec-
tion day horrific,” said Surovell.

Eventually, Fairfax will have to move way
from electronic voting machines and toward
an entirely optical scan system.

In 2007, Clifton Del. Tim Hugo (R-40)
moved a bill through the Virginia General
Assembly that prohibited localities from
purchasing new electronic voting machines,
requiring them to buy optical scan equip-
ment when the electronic devices break
down. Following the 2000 presidential elec-
tion problems in Florida, Hugo chaired a
bipartisan commission in Virginia that in-
vestigated the risks of electronic voting ma-
chine equipment.

“As someone who has both won and lost
an election, it is OK to lose but you need to
know that you truly lost. … It will ensure
the integrity of the voting system and the
integrity of each vote to have a paper bal-
lot,” said Hugo.

“If the voter is not sure and doesn’t feel
confident that his vote was counted, then
he will lose confidence in the entire system,”
he added.

Fairfax County’s electronic voting machines do not
produce a paper trail and are susceptible to program
glitches, according to computer scientists who have
studied the issue.

Glitch in special election, but budget crunch causes
Fairfax to go without voting paper trail until 2010.

Big Questions about Voting
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“We are only using
the electronic
voting machines
right now because
of costs.”

— Rokey Suleman,
Fairfax County registrar

“We are entirely reliant
on the software that is
in the electronic voting
machines to function
correctly. When you
have been writing
software for 25 years,
you know that is not a
good thing to do.”

 — Jeremy Epstein, computer
security expert

More at www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Rolling Valley Professional Center
9263 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
At the intersection of Sydenstricker & Old Keene Mill Rds.

(703) 455-3338

Dr. Gwendolyn Jones & Associates

Most Insurances Accepted

Family & Cosmetic
Dentistry

Open 9-6 • 7 Days
     9023 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax, VA

703-573-5025
2 miles west of I-495 on

Rt. 50 (Vienna Metro)
CravensNursery.com

FREE ESTIMATES
HARDSCAPING/PLANTING

60-75% OFF
ALL POTTERY
Washington’s Largest

 Selection

Mulch 3 cu. FT. $2.99
Bulk $19.95 Per cu. YD.

All Nursery Stock
Perennials

2008 STOCK ONLY

25% OFF
Pansies
Reg. $1.89 .97¢

Patios, walls,
walkways,
paver driveways
& so much more
Now at 2003 Pricing

J
ust a few days before school Superintendent
Jack Dale announced he might have to elimi-
nate approximately 800  positions in Fairfax

County Public Schools, members of his staff sug-
gested purchasing global positioning systems (GPS)
for those school buses that don’t already have them.

At a March 5 School Board meeting, officials said
GPS devices could help the school system save addi-
tional money on fuel because it would give school
bus drivers the shortest. They proposed using
$500,000 saved in this year’s budget because of re-
duced fuel costs to purchase the technology.

Several School Board members quickly rebuffed

School Staff Proposes Buying GPS Systems for Buses

News

S
upervisor Patrick Herrity (R-Springfield) tried
to force a vote at the county board level on
the controversial federal “card check” legisla-

tion March 9. The federal bill has been pushed by
the organized labor community and rejected by some
business interest groups across the country.

Both the Virginia Chamber of Commerce and Re-
publican gubernatorial candidate Bob McDonnell
have recently been vocal about their opposition to
“card check,” which would ease the process for form-
ing a union in the workplace.

Herrity said Virginia’s status as a “Right to Work”
state – a place where organized labor has less influ-
ence – has been a boon to the Fairfax County
economy. Several businesses choose to locate in
Fairfax instead of Montgomery County, Md. because
of Virginia’s labor laws, said Herrity.

the request.
“Why if we saved $500,000 in fuel costs would we

not apply it another way? I want to know the justifi-
cation for making an investment in GPS when we
may have to cut $20 to $30 million out of the bud-
get already,” said School Board member Stu Gibson
(Hunter Mill.)

“I am skeptical of buying anything at this point. I
am looking for anything to offset the unacceptable
class size proposed,” said School Board Jane Strauss
(Dranesville.)

— Julia O’Donoghue

Herrity Pushes Vote On Federal ‘Card Check’ Bill
“It provides us with a very real competitive advan-

tage over the county across the river in Maryland,”
he said.

But several supervisors said that they either did
not agree with the premise of Herrity’s board matter
or felt ambushed by it at the last minute. Many said
it would have made more sense for Herrity to bring
up the subject in the supervisors legislative commit-
tee meeting a few days earlier.

“I can’t support this primarily because I don’t agree
with it. But I also really think this belongs in legisla-
tive committee,” said Supervisor Cathy Hudgins (D-
Hunter Mill).

“I have a lot stronger views on other legislation
that goes before the U.S. Congress. … I just don’t
think we should be taking a position on this,” said
Supervisor John Foust (D-Dranesville).

Now! Thousands of
pictures of sports,
graduations, current
events and more—
never published, but
posted on the Web.
Free for evaluation,
available for prints.

Click on “Photo Gallery”
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Calendar

Editor’s Pick

The Gunston Hall Kite Festival is on Saturday, March 21 at
Gunston Hall Plantation, with hands-on colonial activities for
children, an 18th-century puppet show, hearth cooking dem-
onstrations, and exploration of a modern fire truck. Bring a
kite or purchase one from the Museum Shop. The Garden
Club of Fort Belvoir will offer spring plants for sale.
Children ages 6-12 can learn about Kites on Thursday, March
19, at the John Marshall Library in Alexandria.

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-917-6459. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

THURSDAY/MARCH 19
Dave Berry, 7:30 p.m. at Kate’s Irish

Pub, 6131 Backlick Road, Springfield.
703-866-0860 or
www.katesirishpub.com.

Going Green, 10:30 a.m. at Burke
Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Stories, songs, and
activities highlight Ireland. For ages
2-5 with adult. 703-249-1520.

Springfield Writers’ Group, 7 p.m.
at the temporary Richard Byrd
Library, 6315 Backlick Road,
Springfield, on the second floor of
the Bank of America building. Share
your work, give and receive feedback
in a supportive setting. Adults. 703-
451-8055.

Kites, 4 p.m. at the John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive,
Alexandria. Let’s make a kite. Age 6-
12. 703-971-0010.

Comedy Night at Jaxx with Justin
Kincaid and Friends, 8 p.m. at
Jaxx Night Club, 6355 Rolling Road,
Springfield. $5. 703-569-5940 or
jaxxroxx.com.

FRIDAY/MARCH 20
The Russian National Ballet

Theatre in “Cinderella,” 8 p.m.
at the George Mason Center for the
Arts, on the Fairfax campus at the
intersection of Braddock Road and
Route 123. A pre-performance
discussion, free to ticket holders,
begins at 7:15 p.m. on the Grand Tier
III. Tickets are $27-$54. Age 12 and
under, half price Charge by phone at
888-945-2468 or visit
www.tickets.com. www.gmu.edu/cfa.

Dave Berry, 7:30 p.m. at Kate’s Irish
Pub, 6131 Backlick Road, Springfield.
703-866-0860 or
www.katesirishpub.com.

Lunch Bunch, 12 p.m. at the John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive, Alexandria. Bring lunch and
join us for stories. Birth-5 with adult.
703-971-0010.

The Russian National Ballet Theatre will perform twice at the George Mason Center
for the Arts , dancing ‘Cinderella’ on Friday, March 20 and ‘Sleeping Beauty’ on Satur-
day, March 21.

Tax Relief Workshop for Senior
Citizens and People with
Disabilities. Supervisor Pat Herrity
(R-Springfield) is hosting a Tax
Relief Workshop 9 a.m.- 1 p.m., at
the West Springfield Government
Center, 6140 Rolling Road,
Springfield. Staff members from the
Office of Tax Relief will be on hand
to meet with constituents on a one
on one basis and to assist them in
filling out the necessary forms.
Fairfax County provides real estate
tax relief and car tax relief to citizens
who are either 65 or older, or
permanently and totally disabled,
and meet the income and asset
eligibility requirements. For eligibility
requirements contact the Tax Relief
Office at 703-222-8234 or
taxrelief@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Slave to the Metal Festival with
Olympus Shall Burn, DieManic,
Bitter, Cab Ride Home, Pain!,
Another Empty Box, Minus the
Head, Embers for Ashes,
Arsenic and Downfall, 6:30 p.m.
at Jaxx Night Club, 6355 Rolling
Road, Springfield. $10 in advance,
$12 day of show. 703-569-5940 or
jaxxroxx.com.

Theater Performance. The
Providence Players of Fairfax will
perform the mystery “Rehearsal for
Murder” by Richard Levinson and
William Link, 7:30 p.m., at the James
Lee Community Center Theater 2855
Annandale Road, Fall Church. Tickets
are $15 for adults $12 for children
and seniors and can be reserved by
phone at 703-425-6782, e-mail at
providenceplayers@cox.net. For
more, visit
www.providenceplayers.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 21
Gunston Hall Kite Festival, 12-5

p.m. at Gunston Hall Plantation,
10709 Gunston Road, Mason Neck.
Hands-on colonial activities for
children, an 18th-century puppet
show, hearth cooking
demonstrations, and exploration of a
modern fire truck. Food service
available for picnics. Bring a kite or
purchase one from the Museum
Shop. The Garden Club of Fort
Belvoir will offer spring plants for

sale. $10 adults, $6 ages 6-18, $2
ages 2-5 years. $25 Family Admission
for up to 2 adults and 3 children.
703-550-9220 or
www.gunstonhall.org.

The Russian National Ballet
Theatre in “Sleeping Beauty,” 8
p.m. at the George Mason Center for
the Arts, on the Fairfax campus at the
intersection of Braddock Road and
Route 123. A pre-performance
discussion, free to ticket holders,
begins at 7:15 p.m. on the Grand Tier
III. Tickets are $27-$54. Age 12 and
under, half price Charge by phone at
888-945-2468 or visit
www.tickets.com. www.gmu.edu/cfa.

Dave Berry, 7:30 p.m. at Kate’s Irish
Pub, 6131 Backlick Road,
Springfield. 703-866-0860
or www.katesirishpub.com.
Make It Up As You Go,
1 p.m. at Burke Centre
Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Have some
laughs and develop your
creative side by playing
theater games at this
improvisational comedy
event. Ages 12-18. 703-
249-1520.
VITA Tax Help, 10 a.m.-1
p.m. at the Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne
Centre, Alexandria. Adults.
703-339-4610.
Garfield Elementary
PTA Arts and Crafts
Show, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at
7101 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield. Free
admission. Over 65 vendors
selling handcrafted items,
silent auction and raffle.
lhoangnguyen@gmail.com.
Concerts from
Kirkwood, featuring
Laura Choi Stuart,
Soprano and Steven
Coombs, Baritone, 3
p.m. at Kirkwood
Presbyterian Church, 8336
Carrleigh Parkway,
Springfield. Free, donations
accepted. 703-451-5320 or
www.kirkwoodpres.com
Staff Basketball Game:
Silverbrook
Elementary School vs.

Halley Elementary School, 6
p.m. at South County High School,
8501 Silverbrook Road, Lorton.
Refreshments, school souvenirs, half-
time entertainment by both schools’
music departments and more.

Life of Agony, Spoiler NYC,
Afreudianslip, Union Street and
more. 8 p.m. at Jaxx Night Club,
6355 Rolling Road, Springfield. $18
in advance, $20 day of show. 703-
569-5940 or jaxxroxx.com.

Theater Performance. The
Providence Players of Fairfax will
perform the mystery “Rehearsal for
Murder” by Richard Levinson and
William Link, 7:30 p.m., at the James
Lee Community Center Theater 2855
Annandale Road, Fall Church. Tickets
are $15 for adults $12 for children
and seniors and can be reserved by
phone at 703-425-6782, e-mail at
providenceplayers@cox.net. For
more, visit
www.providenceplayers.org.

SUNDAY/MARCH 22
Karaoke, 7:30 p.m. at Kate’s Irish Pub,

6131 Backlick Road, Springfield.
703-866-0860 or
www.katesirishpub.com.

The Academy of Ancient Music, 4
p.m. at George Mason University
Center for the Arts, on the Fairfax
campus of George Mason University
at the intersection of Braddock Road
and Route 123. Hear all six of Bach’s
Brandenburg Concertos. A pre-
performance discussion, free to ticket
holders, begins at 3:15 p.m. on the
Center’s Grand Tier III. Tickets are
$24-$48. Charge by phone at 888-
945-2468 or visit www.tickets.com.
www.gmu.edu/cfa.

In Alcatraz 1962, Attila, Centuries,
Lifted Down, I Am the
Messenger, Await the rise,
Kilgore Trout, Brutallion and
more. 4:15 at Jaxx Night Club, 6355
Rolling Road, Springfield. $10 in
advance, $12 day of show. 703-569-
5940 or jaxxroxx.com.

Vegan Cooking Class. “International
Cuisine.” 10 a.m.-1 p.m., at 9302
Hallston Court, Fairfax Station. $50/
person. Learn meat and dairy-free
cuisine from other cultures without
leaving home with guest chef Shashi

Chopra from the Taj Mahal
restaurant in D.C. Class includes food
samples, recipes and coupons. Pre-
registration required. Call
703.643.2713 for space availability.
www.localdc.com/.

Theater Performance. The
Providence Players of Fairfax will
perform the mystery “Rehearsal for
Murder” by Richard Levinson and
William Link, 2 p.m., at the James
Lee Community Center Theater 2855
Annandale Road, Fall Church. Tickets
are $15 for adults $12 for children
and seniors and can be reserved by
phone at 703-425-6782, e-mail at
providenceplayers@cox.net. For
more, visit
www.providenceplayers.org.

MONDAY/MARCH 23
Rolling Valley Elementary

Kindergarten Information
Sessions, 10:30 a.m. at Rolling
Valley Elementary School, 6703
Barnack Drive, Springfield. For
parents of students who will be five
years old by Sept. 9. 703-923-2700
or CerryChechile@fcps.edu.

Open Mic, 7:30 p.m. at Kate’s Irish
Pub, 6131 Backlick Road, Springfield.
703-866-0860 or
www.katesirishpub.com.

Writer’s Group, 7 p.m. at the
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
Read your material aloud for
feedback. Adults. 703-339-4610.

TUESDAY/MARCH 24
West Springfield Pyramid Art

Show, 7-8:30 p.m. at West
Springfield High School, 6100
Rolling Road, Springfield. Selected
artwork will be presented from
schools in our pyramid, from the
elementary level to high school. 703-
426-2100.

VITA Tax Help, 6-8 p.m. at the
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
Adults. 703-339-4610.

Computer Tutoring, 3:30 p.m. and
4:30 p.m. at Burke Centre Library,
5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke. Get

See Calendar,  Page 11
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Sunday Services
8:15, 9:30 & 11:00 am

Heartline Contemporary Service 7:15 p.m.

“Serving God by Serving Others”
Visit our website: http://www.messiahumc.org

Messiah
United Methodist Church

6215 Rolling Rd., Springfield
(Near West Springfield High School)

(703) 569-9862

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Rev. James K. Abernathy
Senior Pastor

Westwood Baptist
Church

“Caring...Loving...Serving...Welcoming.”
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

Wed. Night
Family Ministry 5:45 p.m.

703-451-5120
www.westwood-baptist.org

8200 Old Keene Mill Rd., Springfield

Sunday School
9:30 am & 11:00 am

To Advertise
Your Church

Contact

Steve Hogan
shogan@connectionnewspapers.com

703-917-6463

one-on-one help with computers,
common software applications and
navigating the Internet. Call for
details and to sign up. Adults. 703-
249-1520.

Acoustic Open Mic Night with Bob
Gaynor of the Roadducks, 8 p.m.
at Jaxx Night Club, 6355 Rolling
Road, Springfield. No cover charge.
703-569-5940 or jaxxroxx.com.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 25
Library Writers Peer Review

Group, 7 p.m. at the Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Review peers’ works and
receive in-depth feedback on your
own work. Adults. 703-339-4610.

Mother-Daughter Book Club, 7 p.m.
at Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. Mother-Daughter
book club for girls 9-11. Call for title.
703-249-1520.

Practice Your English, 10:15 a.m.
and 7:30 p.m. at the Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Conversation group for
people learning English. Adults. 703-
339-4610.

THURSDAY/MARCH 26
Don Cobert, 7:30 p.m. at Kate’s Irish

Pub, 6131 Backlick Road, Springfield.
703-866-0860 or
www.katesirishpub.com.

Lamb Frolics, 10:30 a.m. at the
temporary Richard Byrd Library,
6315 Backlick Road, Springfield, on
the second floor of the Bank of
America building. Enjoy a drop-in
storytime with books, songs and
fingerplay about lambs. Age 2-5 with
adult. 703-451-8055.

Preschool Storytime, 1 p.m. at the
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria. Join
us for stories, songs and activities.
Age 3-5 with adult. 703-339-4610.

Stories and Science, 4 p.m. at the
John Marshall Library, 6209 Rose
Hill Drive, Alexandria. Stories,
activities and an age-appropriate
science experiment. Age 4-6 with
adult. 703-971-0010.

Tell It Again, 6 p.m. at the temporary
Richard Byrd Library, 6315 Backlick
Road, Springfield, on the second
floor of the Bank of America
building. Hear the story “Dora the
Explorer: Eggs for everyone/Huevos
para todos” in Spanish and English.
Age 4 to 12 with adult. 703-451-
8055.

“So You Want To Be a Star…,” 2
p.m. at HeartBeats Music &
Dance, 8060 Rolling Road,
Springfield. A free lecture for
aspiring dancers, singers, actors and
their parents by Peter Sklar.
Reservations required. For ages 6-18
only. No one under age 18 will be
admitted without their parent or
legal guardian. 703-440-9000.

Semi-annual Used Book Sale,
sponsored by the Friends of the
Burke Centre Library. Thousands of
used books at great prices. Early bird
sale for Friends of the Library only,
4-8 p.m., at Burke Centre Library,
5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke. 703-
249-1520.

FRIDAY/MARCH 27
Don Cobert, 7:30 p.m. at Kate’s Irish

Pub, 6131 Backlick Road, Springfield.
703-866-0860 or
www.katesirishpub.com.

Burke Centre Friends Book Sale,
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. at Burke Centre
Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
703-249-1520.

Lunch Bunch, 12 p.m. at the John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive, Alexandria. Bring lunch and
join us for stories. Birth-5 with adult.
703-971-0010.

Frayz, Oz Boyz and Dave the
Barber. 8 p.m. at Jaxx Night Club,
6355 Rolling Road, Springfield. $20
in advance, $25 day of show. 703-
569-5940 or jaxxroxx.com.

Employment Workshop. 7-10 p.m.,
at the Mott Community Center,
12111 Braddock Road, Fairfax.
Presented by the Fairfax County
Department of Community and
Recreation Services the workshop
includes Interview Do’s and Don’ts,
Tips for Job Applications and
Dressing for Success. In addition, the
University of Phoenix will offer a free
scholarship workshop for parents on
how to find and apply for
scholarships for college-bound teens.
Both Events are free but require pre-
registration by calling Chris
Goldbecker at 703-278-8605, TTY
711 by March 25. For more, contact:
Chris Goldbecker at
Christopher.Goldbecker@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Semi-annual Used Book Sale,
sponsored by the Friends of the
Burke Centre Library. Thousands of
used books at great prices. 10:30
a.m. 5:30 p.m., at Burke Centre
Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
703-249-1520.

Theater Performance. The
Providence Players of Fairfax will
perform the mystery “Rehearsal for
Murder” by Richard Levinson and
William Link, 7:30 p.m., at the James
Lee Community Center Theater 2855
Annandale Road, Fall Church. Tickets
are $15 for adults $12 for children
and seniors and can be reserved by
phone at 703-425-6782, e-mail at
providenceplayers@cox.net. For
more, visit
www.providenceplayers.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 28
The Northern Virginia Chorale

and the NVCC Annandale
Chorale present “Shakespeare
in Spring,” 8 p.m. at St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church, 5800 Backlick
Road, Springfield. Vaughan Williams’
Serenade to Music, George Shearing’s
Music to Hear, Joseph Haydn’s The
Creation and more. $15 in advance,
$20 at the door. Age 12-24 $10,
under 12 free.
www.northernvirginiachorale.org or
call 703-239-2180.

Don Cobert, 7:30 p.m. at Kate’s Irish
Pub, 6131 Backlick Road, Springfield.
703-866-0860 or
www.katesirishpub.com.

George Jones and “Conway
Twitty: The Man, The Music,
The Legend, The Musical,” 7:30
p.m. at the Patriot Center, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Tickets are
$34.50, available online at
www.ticketmaster.com or via
Phonecharge at 703-573-SEAT.

Burke Centre Friends Book Sale,
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at Burke Centre
Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
703-249-1520.

VITA Tax Help, 6-8 p.m. at the
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
Adults. 703-339-4610.

Kaydee Puppets, 10:30 a.m. at the
John Marshall Library, 6209 Rose
Hill Drive, Alexandria. Puppets
perform “The Little Red Hen’s Wacky
Week” and “The Princess and the
Pea.” All ages. 703-971-0010.

The Viandante Quartet, 3 p.m. at
the Workhouse Arts Center, 9517
Workhouse Way, Lorton. Performed
by members of the Shenandoah
University Conservancy. Includes
opportunities for audience
interaction with music professors
Clyde Shaw and Doris Lederer.

Messiah United Methodist Church
Women’s Lenten Prayer
Breakfast, 8 a.m. at 6215 Rolling
Road, Springfield. Reserve at 703-
569-9862 or office@messiahumc.org.

“So You Want To Be a Star…,” 4
p.m. at HeartBeats Music & Dance,
8060 Rolling Road, Springfield. A

free lecture for aspiring dancers,
singers, actors and their parents by
Peter Sklar. Reservations required.
703-440-9000.

Stop Hunger Now Meal Packaging
Event, 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. and 2-5
p.m. at Sydenstricker United
Methodist Church, 8508 Hooes Road,
Springfield. Participants will work in
an assembly line operation mixing,
bagging and boxing dry ingredients
of a high-protein, vitamin-rich,
chicken-rice casserole. Child care
provided. Contact LaRae Curry at
703-455-5124.
www.stophungernow.org.

Sponge, Dirt, Crooked Crow, GI9
and Crow Moon. 8 p.m. at Jaxx
Night Club, 6355 Rolling Road,
Springfield. $17 in advance, $20 day
of show. 703-569-5940 or
jaxxroxx.com.

Clifton Horse Society Annual
Meeting, 5:30-8:30 p.m. at Hemlock
Overlook, 13220 Yates Ford Road in
Clifton. Bring a dish for the potluck.
Contact Ursula Moore at 703-830-
1965 or jeffursula15@cox.net.

Semi-annual Used Book Sale,
sponsored by the Friends of the
Burke Centre Library. Thousands of
used books at great prices. 4-8 p.m.,
at Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. 703-249-1520.

Evening of Jazz with Dick Hyman
presented by the City of Fairfax
Band. Master class 2 p.m., at George
Mason University, Center for the
Arts, Grand Tier III,  4400 University
Drive, Fairfax. Concert is 8 p.m., at
Fairfax High School Auditorium,
3501 Rebel Run, Fairfax. The master
class is free and open to the public.
General admission concert tickets are
$13 Adults, $7 Seniors. Free
admission for children and students
18 and under. Doors open one hour
prior to concert. Free parking.
Purchase tickets online at
www.fairfaxband.org. Group
discounts are available with
advanced sales. To reserve a seat, call
703-757-0220.

Theater Performance. The
Providence Players of Fairfax will
perform the mystery “Rehearsal for
Murder” by Richard Levinson and
William Link, 7:30 p.m., at the James
Lee Community Center Theater 2855
Annandale Road, Fall Church. Tickets
are $15 for adults $12 for children
and seniors and can be reserved by
phone at 703-425-6782, e-mail at
providenceplayers@cox.net.

SUNDAY/MARCH 29
Karaoke, 7:30 p.m. at Kate’s Irish

Pub, 6131 Backlick Road,
Springfield. 703-866-0860 or
www.katesirishpub.com.

Empowered Women International
Multi-Media Exhibition
Reception, 2-4 p.m. at the
Workhouse Arts Center Gallery W-16,
second floor, 9601 Ox Road, Lorton.
Featuring the We the People Project,
an art exhibition that highlights a
vision of America today, and includes
storytelling, poetry and music from
participating artists. The exhibition
runs through April 4.

Stop Hunger Now Meal Packaging
Event, 1-4 p.m. at Sydenstricker
United Methodist Church, 8508
Hooes Road, Springfield. Participants
will work in an assembly line
operation mixing, bagging and
boxing dry ingredients of a high-
protein, vitamin-rich, chicken-rice
casserole. Child care provided.
Contact LaRae Curry at 703-455-
5124. www.stophungernow.org.

Sing Me Insomnia, six Watt,
Beatnik Flies, Fight Cloud, The
Cliched, Thomas, Ugly Thrash
Demon, Stuck in the Mud, The
Offset and Nightmare Ritual.
4:15 p.m. at Jaxx Night Club, 6355
Rolling Road, Springfield. $8 in
advance, $10 day of show. 703-569-
5940 or jaxxroxx.com.

From Page 10

Calendar

HOW TO GET YOUR
ORGANIZATION’S SPECIAL
EVENTS IN THE CONNECTION
Calendar Listings
The Connection Newspapers contain a Calendar of Upcoming
Events every week. While we cannot guarantee that every
event we receive information about will be listed, here is the
information we need for your upcoming event to be considered
for the Calendar. We welcome photographs of similar events
held previously, which sometimes appear with Calendar items.

Name of Event:
Day of the Week, Date and Time:
Name of the Place Event will Be Held:
Address of the Place Event Will Be Held:
Name and Phone Number for More Information:
Three Sentences Describing the Event:

Please submit your calendar information at least two weeks
before your event. Clear photographs from similar previous
events are always welcome. All events should be open to the
public. We give first priority to free events. Send listings to:
Calendar, Connection Publishing, Inc.,
7913 Westpark Drive, McLean, VA 22102.
Or Fax to 703-917-0991. For more information,
call 703-917-6444.

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Springfield Connection Sports Editor Jason Mackey

703-917-6438 or jamackey@connectionnewspapers.com

Sports

Senior pitcher Mike Kent (Clemson) leads an experienced West Springfield pitching staff
that also includes Bobby Wahl, who verbally committed to play for Ole Miss.

Bryn Renner, the West Springfield baseball team’s start-
ing shortstop, has been rehabbing a shoulder injury
from football season but head coach John James expects
him back next week.
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Ignoring the Obvious
West Springfield baseball loaded with talent
but could care less about expectations.

By Jason Mackey

The Connection

A
ny number of insults or indigna-
tions relative to the West Spring-
field baseball could appear in this
space, and it’s likely that not a

single Spartan would ever see them. While
the Spartans return many key components
from last year’s 16-8 team, which advanced
to the Northern Region semifinals, nobody
is buying into any of the pre-season hype.

“We don’t read what’s in the paper, and
we don’t listen to what people say about

“We don’t read
what’s in the paper.”

— Mike Kent, senior,
West Springfield High

us,” said right-handed pitcher Mike Kent, a
Clemson-signee. “We just want to play our
game. And if we play our game, we’re gonna
win. That’s all we worry about.”

It’s not as if Kent has anything personal
against the print industry, but, rather, he
and his teammates have walled themselves
off from the outside world, from the expec-
tation that they should be the team capable
of unseating the defending Patriot District
and Northern Region champions, Lake
Braddock.

West Springfield played Lake Braddock
close in last year’s district title game but

eventually suffered a 12-8 loss, walking 12
Bruins in the process. Whether they can get
back to that spot is a long way off from any
Spartan’s mind.

“Being a region favorite, we just have to
go in there one practice at a time and try to
get better,” Bryn Renner said. “That’s all
we’re focused on.”

BY THE DEMEANOR of fifth-year coach
John James’ team, one might suspect that
West Springfield has totaled, oh, maybe five
wins a year for the past five seasons. But
most of the team’s seniors are three-year
starters, including two who’ll play Division-
I baseball next season.

Renner, a North Carolina-signee, plans to

play both baseball and football at the
school. He threw for 3,123 yards and 35
touchdowns on the football field this past
fall and hit .360 with 20 RBIs and 24 runs
scored on the baseball diamond.

But Renner is also nursing a left shoulder
— not his throwing one — injury initially
suffered during the football season. Despite
playing basketball for the past three sea-
sons, Renner skipped his senior campaign
to ready himself for baseball. According to
James, he’s been taking batting practice, the
shoulder has responded well and Renner
should be cleared to play next week.

“He’s a positive kid, and he brings a lot of

Coffield Out of Retirement To Coach Hayfield
After winning the 2007-08 region title at Lee,
Rudy Coffield retired. Now he’s back.

“I’m really happy and
excited to be back.”

— Coach Rudy Coffield,
Hayfield Secondary

By Jason Mackey

The Connection

A
fter stepping down at the end
of the 2007-08 season, a year
during which he led the Lee

girls’ basketball team to its first-ever
Northern Region title, Rudy Coffield

wanted to focus on spending time with his
grandson and tending to family matters.

But something unexpected happened
along the way: Coffield’s daughter and her
family learned that they would be moving
to Germany, part of a necessary transfer
because of his daughter’s job with the fed-
eral government.

With the newfound free time, Coffield
went back to work. On Monday night,
Hayfield Secondary School and its director
of student activities, Steve Kewer, hired
Coffield to coach its girls’ basketball team,
a position that became vacant when fourth-
year coach Richard Carlock resigned.

“It wasn’t out of my system,” Coffield said.
“I knew I wanted to get back into it, but I
just didn’t think that it would be this quick.
But it’s a good thing. I love doing it. I love
the kids. There are some good people in this
region, and I’m really happy and excited to
be back.”

The reason for Coffield’s return is loaded
with irony. While he was stationed in Ger-
many as a member of the U.S. Army in the

1980s, Coffield got his start in coaching at
Munich High School. He moved back to Vir-
ginia in 1993, took a job at Jefferson and
finally landed at Lee prior to the 2003-04
season.

In 2007-08, Lee went 25-4, topped W.T.
Woodson in the Northern Region title game
at George Mason’s Patriot Center and lost

See Coffield,  Page 13

See Spartans,  Page 13
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To add your FREE Realtor Open House listing:
Springfield/Kingstowne, Burke, Fairfax Station/Laurel Hill

Contact: Steve Hogan
shogan@connectionnewspapers.com

Chantilly/Oak Hill, Centreville/Clifton, Fairfax
Contact: Karen Washburn

kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 p.m.

OPEN HOUSES
SAT./SUN. MARCH 21 & 22

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this Connection Newspaper.
 For more real estate listings and open houses, visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click the Real Estate links on the right side.

12638 WATER STREET • $949,900 • Open Sunday 1-4
Long & Foster, Lynda Kay, 703-915-0574

Burke
9519 RETRIEVER RD.............. $599,950 ..... Sun 1-4 ...........Weichert ....................... Kathleen Quintarelli..........703-862-8808

6202 ERMAN CT.....................$515,000 ..... Sun 1-4 ........... Coldwell Banker ............ Amy Goodman.................703-477-9306

Fairfax Station
11715 WINTERWAY LA........$1,250,000 ..... Sun 1-4 ........... Keller Williams..............Diane Lenahan.................703-283-7328

7101 PARK POINT CT ............. $724,950 ..... Sun 1-4 ...........Weichert ....................... Kathleen Quintarelli..........703-862-8808

Springfield
8691 YOUNG CT ..................... $510,000 ..... Sun 1-4 ........... Long & Foster ............... Joel Lutkenhouse.............703-425-8000

6384 PHILIP CT......................$533,700 ..... Sat 12-3 .......... RE/MAX ........................ Michael Burns..................703-522-1940

Kingstowne/Alexandria
3308 FALLEN TREE CT............$645,000 ..... Apr 26 1-4.......Arcadia ......................... Harriet Johnson...............703-823-9541

3355 WILTON CREST CT.........$509,900 ..... Sun 1-4 ........... Prudential Carruthers .... Sharon MacDonald...........703-304-5060

6101 BEECH TREE DR.............$675,000 ..... Sun 1-4 ...........Weichert ....................... Mary Smith......................703-549-8700

4400 EATON PL......................$712,500 ..... Sun 1-4 ........... Century 21....................Mike Hetherington ........... 703-258-4377

3103 MADISON HILL CT ......... $549,000 ..... Sun 1-4 ...........McEnearney Associates ... Sally Harper.....................703-517-2849

Clifton
12638 WATER ST ................... $949,900 ..... Sun 1-4 ........... Long & Foster ............... Lynda Kay........................703-668-1838

7701 ROSE GATE CT............$1,150,000 ..... Sun 1-4 ........... Keller Williams..............Diane Lenahan.................703-283-7328

6535 ROCKLAND DR .............. $599,000 ..... Sun 1-4 .......... Samson ........................ Donny Samson ................ 703-864-4894

12601 CLIFTON HUNT LA ....... $834,900 ..... Sun 1-4 ........... Keller Williams..............Diane Lenahan.................703-283-7328

5529 CLIFTON RD .................. $830,000 ..... Sun 1-4 ........... Samson ........................ Ging-Hwang Tsoa.............571-214-0105

Annandale
6815 SHRINE CT .................... $499,900 ..... Sun 1-4 ...........Weichert ....................... David Lloyd ..................... 703-593-3204

to Princess Anne in the Virginia AAA state
quarterfinals. In his now-ongoing 25-year coaching
career, Coffield has a record of 250-103.

HAYFIELD went 6-17 this past winter and lost in
the Patriot District quarterfinals to West Springfield.
Though hired less than a month after the team’s fi-
nal game, Coffield feels a sense of urgency to get his
players involved in some type of off-season work.

“We have to hit the ground running,” Coffield said.
“We have a lot of work to do. I don’t know what
they’ve done in the off-season in the past, but we do

Sports

Rudy Coffield, who coached the Lee girls’ basketball for five seasons between 2003-08,
was hired to fill the same role at Hayfield Secondary School on Monday evening.

Coffield To Coach Hawks
From Page 12
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a lot between our weight training and conditioning
and we try to get the kids playing, whether it’s AAU
or summer leagues.”

Kewer took 18 applications for the job, and, with
the help of a search committee, whittled those down
to seven primary applicants. From that point, Kewer
and the committee interviewed three prospective
coaches and offered the job to Coffield late Monday
afternoon while the coach was on his way home from
his day job as a school resource officer at Key Middle
School in Springfield.

“He’s a police officer in the community, he knows
the community, he knows the kids,” Kewer said. “He
has a plan to get them to where we want to be.”

positive energy,” James said. “He has a good work
ethic, and I think he’s definitely a kid that the younger
guys can take a lesson from.”

And Even when Renner is cleared to play, he could
still spend a significant amount of time as a specta-
tor. With Kent, the Spartans have a surefire ace, which
could lead to more strikeouts and
less ground balls for Renner to
field.

“I definitely hope so,” Renner
said.

Kent, a first team All-District
pick the past two seasons and a
first team All-State selection this
past spring, is also ranked as the
13th-best prospect in the state of Virginia by Perfect
Game, a high school baseball scouting service.

A YEAR below Kent is junior left-hander Bobby
Wahl, who went 5-1 last spring with a 1.89 ERA and
has verbally committed to Ole Miss. Both have got-
ten stronger this off-season, which has had a posi-
tive effect on both the velocity and break of their
pitches, but both have also gotten smarter.

“They’re learning more each day,” James said. “You

can definitely see the thinking; the cognitive aspect
of pitching has increased in both of them. The physi-
cal skills are something we work on, but the cogni-
tive skill, they have to absorb that knowledge. And
they do a good job of that.”

HAYFIELD will move to the National District next
season, and the Hawks would like to make one last,

positive impression on the Patriot
before they depart, a desire shared
with many of the school’s coaches.

Five sophomores will see signifi-
cant time and as many as four
could start for third-year coach
Scott Broyles, whose team went 3-
17 overall, 2-12 against district op-
ponents last spring.

But the one constant that Broyles will have exists
in senior first baseman Taylor Kewer, who led the
team in batting average (.431), on-base percentage
(.523), RBIs (17), hits (25), runs scored (15) and
doubles (five) last spring.

Shortstop/pitcher Kenny Booth, who had
arthroscopic surgery on his elbow last year but is
considered healthy now, should also help the Hawks,
along with catcher Ben Adduci, who threw out 10 of
29 base stealers last spring.

Spartans Loaded with Talent

“They’re learning
more each day.”

— Coach John James,
West Springfield

From Page 12

THE COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE
support your local business
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Opinion

L
ess than a month ago, Fairfax, Arling-
ton and Loudoun counties, and the
City of Alexandria, like other local
governments, mailed each property

owner a new assessment of the fair market
value of the property.

What is your home’s fair market value?
Most homeowners probably believe that the

fair market value of their home is what they
could sell it for in a reasonable period of time
right now — say putting it on the market this
week and allowing 30-60 days. How much
would that be?

It’s a tough question this year, with values
dropping by more than 12 percent on average
in Fairfax, nearly 15 percent in Loudoun, less
than 5 percent in Alexandria and about 2 per-
cent in Arlington.

The tax assessors base their decisions on the
sales of “comparable” properties that sold in
2008, sometimes earlier. But with the number
of sales down dramatically, there are some-
times very few “comparable” sales. In Fairfax
County, the majority of sales are foreclosures.

But the assessors have decided that foreclo-
sures should not be taken into consideration
as a comparable sale.

This is questionable, and the exclusion of

Fair Market Value? Many concerns about
assessing properties
in Northern Virginia
this year.

Editorial

foreclosure sales likely inflates the value of
many, if not most, properties. If houses in your
neighborhood have sold in foreclosure for dra-
matically reduced prices, does that affect the
value of your house? You know it does.

The value on the piece of paper sent to your
house will determine the amount of property
tax you owe this year, based on the tax rate
which in most places will not be precisely set

until April.
Local governments’ budgets,

the amount of money they have
to fund schools, public safety,
libraries and many other ser-

vices, depend directly on how much the homes
in each jurisdiction are worth, based on the
tax rate. This is more so in Virginia than in
many other states where localities have more
leeway in choosing sources of revenue. Locali-
ties in Virginia are more dependent on prop-
erty taxes because the General Assembly has
strictly limited their access to other taxes. In
Virginia, because it is a “Dillon Rule” state, lo-
calities only have exactly the power that the
General Assembly has bestowed on them.

YOU CAN APPEAL your assessment, but the
deadlines are fast approaching and the bur-

den of proof is entirely on the homeowner. You
will need to be prepared to cite comparable
sales from 2008 that justify your view of your
home’s fair market value. There are two pos-
sible steps to appeal, first to the local depart-
ment of tax administration, then to each
locality’s Board of Equalization. The Board of
Equalization is independent of the tax asses-
sors office; it is made up of citizens appointed
by the governing board.

IN FAIRFAX COUNTY, the deadline to ap-
peal to the Department of Tax Administration
is April 3, and appeals to the next level must
be postmarked no later than June 1. The sec-
ond deadline could well roll around before a
homeowner gets an answer to the administra-
tive appeal, so it’s important to engage in both
processes at once.

See http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dta/ for
instructions and information.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Farewell
To Springfield
To the Editor:

Twenty-five years ago, I began
examining eyes at 6406 Spring-
field Plaza. I was well trained in
my field and being an eye doctor
was not all that hard. But it would
turn out I had a lot to learn about
the “people part” of practice and
it was the people of Springfield
who gave me that education.

As time went on, I began to un-
derstand what was really impor-
tant about my work there. It was
service. I made sure the office was
run so that people in the commu-
nity could trust our office implic-
itly. My primary question as each
person came in would be: “what
can I do for this person that will
most enhance and protect his vi-
sual situation?” Directing my en-
ergies and training my staff to fill
that mission was a type of service
that brought joy and fulfillment to
my existence.

Then in 2003, someone offered
to buy me out. With all the strains
imposed by managed care and
other factors, I went ahead and
sold, signing a five-year contract
to continue seeing patients in the
same office.

Over those five years though, I
began to realize less and less sat-
isfaction with my professional situ-
ation. Slowly and almost imper-
ceptibly, the feeling of providing
“service” — to my patients, to the
community, to the staff, to myself

— was gradually dimming.
Last summer, I made an ex-

tended trip to visit my husband
who had been called to serve in
the Army in Alaska. One day while
walking alone by a river, I found
myself suddenly filled with tears.
While I did not know what they
were about, I could tell there was
some unknown change looming in
the months ahead. Yet with the

sadness came a cer-
tain sense of peace.
Whatever it was, its
time was come.

Back in Spring-
field, my five-year contract was
coming to an end. All along, it was
clear both the current owners and
I wanted me to stay in that office.
But for some reason, one thing and
another seemed to keep delaying
the new contract from becoming
finalized. Then in late November,
a number of random but adverse
things came together all at once
such that I suddenly knew that the
“sadness” from that day back in
Alaska had been about my prac-
tice. I was forced to finally admit I
no longer belonged there.

When a business relationship
fails or a contract negotiation falls
through, human nature is to try to
blame the other party. But the
truth in my case is, there was noth-
ing all that wrong on either side. I
just no longer fit in with the mis-
sion in that Springfield office.

To the Springfield community, it
was my great privilege to have
devoted my energies for 25 years
to your eye care needs. The satis-

faction of those years will always
remain one of the greatest joys of
my life. Moving on is a sorrow
beyond compare.

To my long-time patients, I want
you to know how much I have
appreciated your loyalty and the
gift of the trust you placed in me
over the years. I will always think
of one and another of you with
great fondness. I hope you will see
my departure nor as an abandon-
ment of you. But perhaps rather
as a moving on to serve a differ-
ent purpose.

While I am not giving up optom-
etry altogether, I am focusing most
of my energy now on a book I am
writing. It is a service to my fel-
low man that only I can perform.
Anyone interested in what I am
doing now can look me up online.

Dr. Margaret Placentra
Johnston

Optometrist
Springfield

Letters

Perpetuating
Lies
To the Editor:

The editorial [“Loop Hole Stays
Open,” Connection, Feb. 12-18,
2009] is another bias opinion by
your staff writer which is designed
to infuriate the public over gun
ownership and gun shows. Gun
shows are well regulated, much
more than the general public re-
alizes, because newspapers fail to
report the facts reporting selective

views which support one side of
the issue. If this so called loophole
was closed, a law-abiding citizen
would become a criminal in the
personal sale of a gun to a mem-
ber of his family or close friend if
he did not do a back ground check
and report the sale to the federal
government. That is why Sen.
Cuccinelli (R-37), who uses com-
mon sense, voted against this fur-
ther intrusion by the federal gov-
ernment into our lives.

It is so easy to blame the crime
on the guns without looking at the
cause and contributing factors.
When you disarm people, you au-
tomatically make the eligible vic-
tims for criminals.

There is no rallying outcry to
ban automobiles that result in the
loss of life or 42,000 people annu-
ally from auto accidents. Neither
do we seem to be concerned that
accidental deaths caused by phy-
sicians per year are 120,000. This
compared to approximately 1,500
gun deaths per year out of 80 mil-
lion legal gun owners seems insig-
nificant.

The constant vilification of hon-
est gun owners by the media,
drumming on the public’s fears
and ignorance, makes the problem
worse, in the way propaganda
used to plague communist coun-
tries. Repetition of even the most
self-evidently outrageous lies
eventually gains acceptance, defy-
ing all logic or reason.

Charles Thomas
Burke
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

Adult Pool Attendant

Weekend positions at community swim-
ming pools throughout Maryland and 
Virginia.   Must  be   able   to    swim.  

Call: 571-730-3001 or 
Email:  chrisg@continentalpools.com

ATM Armored Technician
Pendum, LLC, P/T, 15-25 hours per week. 
Must be avail  Sat  or  Sun.  Must pass back-
ground check including credit and drug 
screening.   Call: (303) 614-4760.  EOE

CUSTOMER SERVICE/
BUSINESS ANALYST

Global Dimension Solutions has imme-
diate need for a Customer Service/Busi-
ness Analyst.  Perfect position for an in-
dividual seeking growth potential. We 
offer a  close knit office environment 
and seek   a reliable, customer service 
oriented individual.  Apply for position 
at:  www.equationsmarketsolutions.com 
or send resume to resumes@adexec.com

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Job$$$! Earn over $400 a week 
collecting signatures!!!

Paid positions available. Progressive 
candidate for office in Virginia needs 
your help. Must be a Virginia resident 
and have a car.  Call us at 202-509-5748 �KENNEL ATTENDANT�

Compassionate, PT kennel attendant needed 
for  busy, 4 doctor AAHA cert. animal hosp. 

Comp. pay, flex hrs, pd trng and friendly staff. 
Please call 703-451-1995 or send resume to 

Springfieldah@aol.com

LEASING PROFESSIONAL
Southern Management is looking for a 
Multi-Talented, Versatile Leasing Pro-
fessional to work at their Annandale, Va. 
location.   This  position is a full-time 
position w/excellent benefits and a com-
petitive salary.   If you posses excellent 
customer service, communication skills 
and strong sales  Bilingual w/Korean a 
plus! Please forward your resume to 
smccareers@smcmail.com  or fax it to 
866.277.7391 for immediate considera-
tion.

LIFEGUARDS / POOL 
OPERATORS / SUPERVISORS

Free training, competitive wages.  
Must be able to swim. 703-421-5595

Lifeguards/Pool Operators 
Now hiring for summer season 

Training provided 
Call: 703-321-7040

www.continentalpools.com

MEDICAL BILLER
Experienced medical biller needed. 

2-3 yrs experience necessary.  
Email resume & salary requirements to 

billmedresume@yahoo.com

MEDICAL OFFICE 
BOOKKEEPER

Burke.  P/T, flex hrs.  Exp. req’d.  Imme-
diate availability.  Email resume to:

fgarner@verizon.net.  

A job fair for women looking to start
a part-time job/business at home.
Women business leaders will be there
to share why they love what they do.

March 20 - Friday 10 am - 4 pm
Hilton Springfield Hotel

6550 Loisdale Road
Springfield, VA 22150

Mom’s Job Fair
www.MomsJobFair.com

Nannies needed  to start ASAP,
$15-$20/hr, legal, drive. 

703-779-7999
nanniesbynature.com

Immediate Openings. Ideal for
students/others. Customer

Sales/Svc. Flex Schedules.  All
ages 18+. Conditions apply.

Call 703-359-7600

PART-TIME OPENINGS
GREAT PAY!

RECRUITER
Youthful, energetic, enthusiastic and 
persistent person needed to find/hire 
high school and college students for sea-
sonal work.  Positions open in Maryland 
and Virginia. Call:571-730-3001 or 
Email:  chrisg@continentalpools.com

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CAD
Train for a career in computer-aided 
design at Westwood College. Call 

800-342-2249 today to receive your free 
Career Success Kit!

www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER   TRAINING

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

12 Commercial Lease

Office Space: Franconia 
Rd at Beulah St $600/mo 

Choice of 9' x 9'6" office 
with window & door OR a 9' 
x 13' open reception area. 
Includes: utilities, alarm 

system; free parking, office 
furniture (desk, chair, small 
file cabinet) or bring your 
own; share our phones or 

separate phone line 
available, DSL high speed 

internet and 
copy/fax/scan/print 

equipment available for use.
(703) 971-8407

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Fireside Grill, LLC trading as 
Fireside Grill, 9000 Lorton 
Station Blvd, Lorton, VA 
22079. The above establish-
ment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Beer and 
Wine off Premises license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Kostas Daskalakis, 
owner

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

102 Instruction

Tutoring by experienced 
tutor

available weekdays/
weekends, Math, 

Geometry, Algebra, and 
Reading for Elementary, Jr.
and Sr. High, in my home in 

the Mt. Vernon area.
References available.

Homeschoolers welcome.
$35/hour. Call Ann

703-360-3363.

116 Childcare Avail.

BURKE Childcare avail in my 
home,OFC Lic, FT & PT, days, 

evenings, Back-up care & 
special needs children 

welcome. Large yard for lots of 
fun! 703-569-8056

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

I'am a slow walker, 
but I never walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIRS
Townhouses $50

Houses $85
Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

LIC 703-323-4671 INS

MR. GUTTER
GUTTER GUTTER

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

Brian M. Sperty Remodeling

Kitchens and Baths
30% less than Home Store Prices

Class A and Insured

703-791-2003
Bsperty2@comcast.net

•

NAVA’S HOME
IMPROVEMENT
Free Estimates • Good Prices • Expert Job

•Painting
•Drywall
•Basements

•Kitchens
•Bathrooms
•Ceramic Tile
•Carpentry

•Power Wash
•Stain Decks
•Additions

navashomeimprovement@yahoo.com

Call Today 571-264-8034

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-803-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@yahoo.com

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

H O M E  R E M O D E L I N G

Call Steve Paris
(703) 830-5681 - 703-932-0270

KITCHENS, BATHS, TILE, TRIM, INT.
ALTERATIONS, all HOME REPAIRS!

Steve’s Remodeling
LIC. • INS. BONDED OWNER OPERATED

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • FREE ESTIMATES

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

SPRING SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

PAINTING PAINTING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

ELECTRICAL

DISCOUNT ELECTRIC
Mar/Apr Discount

$48/HR.
✓Free Estimates ✓Licensed
✓Bonded ✓Insured

703-978-2813
Cell 703-851-8091

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HANDYMAN

SPRINGFIELD 

HANDYMAN

��Small Home 

Repairs 

��Good Rates 

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

SPRING
CLEAN-UP

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC
703-283-9479
703-455-0319

◆Bricks    ◆Blocks, 
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Retaining Walls
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

PAINTING

www.Patriot Painting.net

Deep Winter
Discounts

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

GOLDY BRICK 
CONSTRUCTION
Walkways, Patios, 

Driveways, Flagstone, 
Concrete

FREE ESTIMATE

703-250-6231

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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Community

Girl Scout Cristina Sullivan put together a presentation to promote
breast cancer awareness and early detection.

For their Gold Award Project, Haley Ferrante and Laura Umberger re-
stored oyster beds in the Chesapeake Bay.

O
n Tuesday, Feb. 17 four girls
from Girl Scout Troop 656 in
Springfield received their
Gold Award, the highest

honor a Girl Scout can achieve, in a cer-
emony at Messiah Methodist Church on
Rolling Road. All four are seniors at West
Springfield High School.

Below, each of the girls writes about their
projects.

Oyster Restoration in
The Chesapeake Bay

By Haley Ferrante

& Laura Umberger

D
ue to over harvesting and the emer-
gence of oyster diseases, the Chesa-
peake Bay has faced a drastic de-

cline in the oyster population over the last
century. A single oyster can filter up to 2
gallons of water an hour, and the oyster
population could once filter the entire bay
in a week. Due to oyster decline however,
the remaining population would take a year
to do the same amount of work.

For their Gold Award Project, Laura
Umberger and Haley Ferrante worked to-
gether to help restore the oyster population
by creating an oyster reef and cultivating
oysters in the Chesapeake Bay. Laura asked
local restaurants to save their used oyster
shells and she collected them over a period
of four months. The remains on the used
shells decomposed naturally in crates that
she built.

Haley grew baby oysters called spat be-
side her boat at Norview Marina in
Deltaville, Va. for six months. The oysters
grew in floating crates called Taylor Floats
that Haley made to house the growing oys-
ters.

Four Local Scouts Earn Gold Awards

Girl Scout Megan Talley gives a presentation at Hidden Pond Nature
Center about wildlife awareness and conservation.
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Once Laura had collected enough oyster
shells, she brought them down to the ma-
rina and carefully placed them in the water
to create a reef in their designated site.
Haley placed her live oysters on top of them
and they added more dead shells around
the live oysters to protect them. Together,
they created a DVD explaining the benefit
of oyster restoration in the Chesapeake Bay
and how people can get involved. They set
up a booth at the Deltaville Farmers Mar-
ket and educated locals on how they could
join in the efforts of cleaning up the bay.
The projects are currently on display in the
window at Girl Scout Council of the Nations
Capital in Washington, D.C.

Wildlife Awareness
And Conservation
Program

By Megan Talley

W
ith my Wildlife Awareness and
Conservation program, I worked
with the Hidden Pond Nature

Center on their 30th Anniversary Celebra-
tion to create a program for children be-
tween the ages of 7 and 12. I delivered an
interactive presentation on making one’s
yard wildlife friendly to both the children
and their parents, focusing on wild birds
and the importance of creating habitats for
them. I then, with the help of numerous
volunteers, led the children in putting to-
gether birdhouses from kits I created with
the help of my father. Finally, I led them on
a nature walk through the park, where they
tried to identify as many wild birds as they
could with the aid of identification book-
lets I created.

I helped to raise awareness for the dras-

tic loss of necessary habitat for some of the
most common birds in our area, and gave
the families numerous ways they could help
protect the birds. I also helped to create a
greater interest in our local Nature Center
and an understanding of the importance of
wildlife in our ecosystem.

Increasing Breast
Cancer Awareness,
Early Detection

By Cristina Sullivan

F
or my Girl Scout Gold Award project,
I conducted a breast cancer aware
ness program at Church of the Na-

tivity and coordinated with The George
Washington University hospital to allow its
mammovan to come out to Burke. They of-

fered free mammograms to low-income
women from the area who were 35 or older,
had never had a mammogram before and
lacked health insurance. I set up a room in
the church with two three-dimensional
poster boards on the causes and effects of
breast cancer and the importance of early
detection and awareness. I also had a
PowerPoint presentation, refreshments, and
a questionnaire for the women to complete.
Twenty-four women were present over the
eight-hour event, and while they waited for
their mammogram appointments, they were
able to view my presentation and become
acquainted with the facts of breast cancer.
Although some were apprehensive, all were
extremely grateful for this unique opportu-
nity. After two weeks had passed, seven
women were called for further examina-
tions based on the results of their
mammograms. This demonstrated the true
value of my project.
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#1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

LISTING YOUR HOME? CALL LONG AND FOSTER’S #1 OFFICE!
Call Dale Gabardy at 703-425-8000 • E-mail: gabardy@longandfoster.com

Lake Anna Waterfront!              $849,000
Fantastic Lake views in this waterfront home with
5/6 bedrooms, 4 full bathrooms, 2 family rooms,
Great room & so much more! Boat house w/2 slips
both w/electric lifts. Bulk headed waterfront lot is
one of the best on the lake!

Eileen Heusser 540-223-0296

Fairfax City                                  $489,900
3 BR, 3 BA, 4 Level Split on Army Navy CC Golf
Course HWD FLRS on Main & Upper Levels, New
Heating & Cooling, Hot Water Heater. Minutes to
Vienna Metro.

Cyndi Burruss 703-395-2310

Woodbridge                                  $949,900
Absolutely Stunning!

Spectacular 4BR, 4.5BA built by Basheer & Edgemoore.
Like a model! 5 acre cul-de-sac lot w/level backyard;
bonus sunroom; new screened-in deck; rec room & full
bath in lower level, and MUCH more! For 24-hour
recorded information, call 1-888-495-6207 x233.
Ron & Susan Associates 1-888-495-6207

Mason Neck                                 $539,000
Updated 4 BR, 2.5 BA Colonial w/3-car garage in
Mason Neck. Fantastic updates throughout: sky-
lights, sunroom addition, updated kitchen with new
appliances, granite countertops & updated baths.
Sunny enclosed porch, large deck, shed & swing set
on 1/2 acre lot. Access to Community Marina.

Ngoc Do & Associates 703-798-2899

Fairfax City                                  $399,900
Location

4 fin levels, 4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, new windows &
doors, new carpet, refinished hrdwd floors. Gas heat &
water. Close to GMU & Fairfax City. Nice corner lot.
Vacant and ready to go. Call for an appointment to see.

Buzz Jordan 703-503-1866

Springfield                                   $244,900
Location, Location, Location

End-unit 3BR, 1.5 BA townhome sides to open space and
has wooded views.  Freshly painted interior, upgraded mas-
ter bath and more.  Close to the Beltway, Franconia/
Springfield Metro, shopping, and restaurants. For 24-hr
recorded information, call 1-888-495-6207 x232.
Ron & Susan Associates 1-888-495-6207

Fairfax City                                  $949,000
Just listed!

4 BR, 4.5 BA on one of the largest & most private
lots in prestigious Farrcroft.  New hdwd floors, gran-
ite kitchen, gas fpl, 9+’ ceilings, library, 3 fin levels.
Perfection! Close to shops & restaurants.

Nancy Basham 703-772-2066

Fairfax                                          $635,000
Stately all-brick home sited on near acre lot in sought-
after Brecon Ridge. Circular drive, mature trees & level
playing yard just the beginning. Interior boasts LR
w/frpl, formal DR & modern KT w/bkfst area/fam rm.
Expansive MBR w/sitting area & full bath. Lower lvl
includes W/O rec rm, BR’s 3 & 4, full BA. Sep laundry
rm. Sep workshop/storage room. 2-car sideload gar.

Jim Fox 703-503-1800

Reston                                          $379,900
Gorgeous, 2nd owner 2BR/2.5BA sunny garden
condo in Sutton Ridge. Private deck & secure garage.
Gas fireplace, custom walls/cabinets, granite count-
ers, stainless steel appl and hardwood/carpet/tile.
Double-vanity master bath, vaulted/high ceilings,
spacious floorplan. 5min walk to tennis & pool.

Kimberly Winter 703-341-7292

Burke                                            $638,900
Superb condition + superb location = YOUR NEW
HOME. Bright and airy colonial with renovated
kitchen that will dazzle you. Contemporary flair in
family room with vaulted ceiling & gas fireplace. Sun
Room & two-level deck. Finished walk-out basement.
Landscaped to perfection plus irrigation system.

Beth Jones 703-503-1869

Alexandria                                     $85,000
Call a Foreclosure Expert!

Dynamite TH, biggest sequoia model. Walk-in clos-
ets, sep. dining room, brand new carpet throughout.
We can help you buy a foreclosure throughout
Northern Virginia.

Ramesh Amini 703-503-1482
Jo Ann Classen 703-503-3985

Springfield West                          $499,800
Almost 1/2 Acre

Imagine your own peaceful sanctuary in the heart of
West Springfield featuring 5 bedrooms and three full
baths. Easy living in this spacious Rambler with a
full finished walkout basement, hardwood floors, 1
car garage on a cul de sac. Available for 3 months
rental at $2,395.

Ellie Wester 703-503-1880

Springfield                                   $275,000
Nice Foreclosure!

Great rambler in the heart of Springfield. Family
room addition and expanded master bedroom HW
floors in living room. Ceramic tile kitchen. Must see!
Let us help you find and buy a foreclosure in
Northern Virginia.

Barbara Nowak 703-503-1802
Gerry Staudte 703-503-1894

Clifton                                       $1,275,000
Arts and Crafts Colonial with beautiful angles, porches,
trim and details! Attention to detail in every home!  Four
finished levels with over 6000 finished square feet.  Built in
2007 with all the upscale touches every homeowner could
wish for! 4bd/4.5ba/4fp. For more pictures check out
www.marshawolber.com or www.hermandorfer.com

Carol Hermandorfer 703-216-4949
Marsha Wolber 703-618-4397

Annandale                                   $524,900
Inside the beltway. One acre. Treed. Custom all
brick. 5 BDR, 3 BA. New roof, new windows, new
gutters, new garage door. Recent air & heat. Sold
“AS-IS”. Traditional sale.

Joe Soricelli 703-503-4031

Annandale                                   $499,000
Motivated seller.  Large reduction in price. Shows
like a model!  New roof, windows, furnace, & gut-
ters.  Three finished levels, heated pool & hot tub.
Won’t last long!

Charlotte Whitney 703-503-1875

Clifton Area                                $675,000
Five gorgeous acres backing to the Occoquon River,
ready for your custom home and dock. Build your
dream home or let me recommend a builder to help
you design and build it!

Carol Hermandorfer 703-216-4949

Alexandria                                   $102,000
2 level townhome with 3 bedrooms, updated kitchen
& baths, fenced back yard, carport parking.

Judy Semler 703-503-1885

Fairfax                                         $758,777
Gorgeous Cross-built colonial on private 2/3 acre lot
in sought-after North Hill. 3 fin lvls, custom lower
lvl incl media rm, 5th BR w/full BA, b/i wet bar/
party KT, playrm & storage. Handsome hdwds on
mn lvl w/lg LR, banquet-sized DR, expansive KT
w/new fridge, D/W & walls of windows. Fam rm off
KT w/cath ceiling. 2 frpls.

Jim Fox  703-503-1800

Springfield                                  $425,000
2700 Sq Ft Finished

All Brick TH. 3BR + Den. 2.55 Baths. Updated Kitchen
w/SS Appliances.  Built-ins in Rec Rm & Den. New
bsmt flooring. Updated windows, roof, gutters, HVAC &
HWH. Deck overlooks fish pond & beautiful shrubs.

Joel Lutkenhouse 703-969-6442

Clifton                                       $1,049,000
Vacation at Home! Beautifully landscaped 5 acres,
gorgeous In Ground Pool, Fully Finished In Law
Suite in Walkout LL!  Dramatic 10 ft ceilings, cus-
tom moldings and trims, move in ready! Clifton ES/
Robinson SS! Neighborhood setting!

Carol Hermandorfer 703-216-4949
Marsha Wolber 703-618-4397
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TO REGISTER:
Please contact Mary Ann Plonka at 703-503-1898
or maryann.plonka@longandfoster.com

DATES IN 2009: TIME:

7:00-9:00 PM

LOCATION:

Long & Foster’s Northern

Virginia Training Center

3069 Nutley St.

Fairfax, VA 22031

From the Beltway (495),
take Rte. 66 West to the
Nutley St. South Exit
(exit 62) towards
Fairfax. Go through the
intersection of Lee
Highway and Nutley
Street. The training
center is located in the
Pan Am Shopping
Center on the left.

Save A Date To Attend Our FREE
Real Estate Career Seminar

April 1, May 6,

June 3, July 8

August 5

September 9

October 7

November 4

December 2

Clifton                                       $1,999,900
Spectacular double winged Custom Built Williamsburg
Colonial on one of the most outstanding 5 acre settings in
Clifton. Original owners, built in 1995, so many custom
details throughout this gorgeous all brick home.
5bd/6.55ba/4fp, two master suites, one on main level, 3 car
garage.  Absolutely breathtaking! For more photos check
our www.hermandorfer.com or www.marshawolber.com

Carol Hermandorfer 703-216-4949
Marsha Wolber 703-618-4397

Mason Neck/Gunston Area        $699,000
New Home!  4br, 3 ba colonial w/ 2 car side load gar
(not shown) and finished w/o bsmt. Hrdwd flrs main
lvl, eat-in kit w/ adj 2 story fam rm, mstr br w/ sit-
ting rm and deck on one acre.  Builder can customize
for you! Model available for viewing.

Cheryl Hanback 703-864-4321
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703-425-8000
# 1 in Virginia

ELLIE WESTER
703-503-1880
L&F Founder’s Club

Lifetime NVAR Top Producer
Life Member, NVAR Million

Dollar Sales Club
ellie.wester@longandfoster.com

Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club

Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

Ann Witherspoon
703-503-1836

CRS, Associate Broker
Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club
Life Member, NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

LISTING YOUR HOME? CALL LONG AND FOSTER’S #1 OFFICE!
Dale Gabardy, Manager Search the Entire MLS for Your Next Home in Northern Virginia at Burke-FairfaxStation.info

NGOC DO & ASSOCIATES
703-798-2899

www.ngocdo.com

Barbara Nowak
& Gerry Staudte

“My Virginia Home Team”
703-503-1802, 703-503-1894

 gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

Mary Hovland
703-946-1775
Cathy DeLoach
571-276-9421
Your REALTORS*
Next Door

BETTY BARTHLE
703-425-4466
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
e-mail: betty@bettybarthle.com
website: www.bettybarthle.com

Ron & Susan Associates
Ron Kowalski & Susan Borrelli
Make the Right Move
1-888-495-6207
ronandsusanonline.com

Come to the Heart
of Real Estate
KAY HART
1-703-250-HART
1-888-529-HART

Carol G. Ford, REALTOR
GRI, ABR, Member REBAC
Real Estate Buyer’s Agent
Council     703-503-4027
Call.ford@longandfoster.com
www.carolfordsellshomes.net

Fairfax $514,900
Gorgeous 4 Level Split in popular Kings Park West, a
quiet neighborhood with lots of charm.  The lovely
tree-lined street gives you the feel of country living
close in. This beauty features 4 BRs, 3 Full Baths,
located on a quiet cul-de-sac. Remodeled Kitchen &
Baths, Hardwood floors, Gas Fireplace & much more.
Call Sheila Adams for a private showing 703.503.1895

Alexandria/
Potomac Yard

$629,000
Minutes to exciting
Potomac Yard featuring
restaurants, theaters
and shopping.  One year
old end unit townhome
featuring hardwood
floors, stainless and
granite kitchen as well
as a walk out recreation
room for your enjoy-
ment.  Two car garage
parking and convenient
to Metro, Crystal City,
and Reagan Airport.

Carol Hermandorfer & Marsha Wolber
Top 1% of Agents, Nationwide

We Know Why It’s Great to Live Here
703 216 4949  703 618 4397

CYNDEE JULIANJIM WHITFIELD and

TopAgent@Realtor.com
703-503-1830

Success Built on Trust through Excellent Service!

Waterford, VA $799,000
Stunning colonial 4 yrs old- 4 bedrooms – 3 1/2 baths - 3
car garage - 2 story FR & foyer - den - sunroom - MBR sit-
ting room. Gorgeous mountain & wooded views!

Lorton Station $389,900
Close to Everything

Wonderful end-unit townhome with open floor plan, hard-
wood floors and plenty of light.  Fantastic wrap-around deck
backing to open space.  Enjoy shopping and restaurants at
Lorton Marketplace.  Close to I-95, VRE, and Ft. Belvoir.
For 24-hr recorded information call 1-888-495-6207, x231.

Richard Esposito
703-503-4035
Richard@LNF.com
Service is the difference I provide

Fairfax
$295,000
Lovingly

Maintained
This beautifully
maintained TH
features upgraded
Kitchen cabinets,
newer appliances,
separate LR/DR
w/SGD to brick
patio & fenced
yard. Freshly
painted, newer
carpet, replace-
ment windows,
and newer HVAC.

Fairfax Station $849,000
Gorgeous 4BR, 2.5BA updated, waterfront Colonial on 5+
wooded acres. Charming interior with all modern conven-
iences. Updated kitchen, baths, Pella windows, Hardiplank
exterior, landscaping & new HVAC. Picturesque view of lake,
tiered deck, foot bridges, creek and in-ground pool.
Convenient yet completely private location.

Let Your REALTORS Next Door
show you how to sell your house

quickly and for more money!

Fairfax Station $924,900
Absolutely Best Price/Best Condition
Home in Fairfax Station! Elegant all
brick udated colonial on premium 5 acre
lot. Four large bedrooms, 4.5 bath-
rooms, 5 fireplaces.Outstanding finished
walk out lower level! Beautiful!

Fairfax $624,900
Beautiful, move in ready! Cul de sac,
backing to woods, private 0.9 acre!
Hardwood floors, wonderfully
updated throughout! Sought after
neighborhood! Clifton/Robinson.

Clifton $650,000
Attention Horse Lovers and Historical
Buffs!  Fabulous 4.2+ acre horse property
w/6 stall barn, detached garage, pastures,
AND an historical farm house!! Walk to
Town of Clifton!  Unbelievable opportunity
to enhance this beautiful property!  Clifton
ES/Robinson SS!
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First OPEN Sunday, Mar. 22 Fairfax 22032
Robinson School Pyramid

Exceptionally lovely move-up home! Updated, New Siding,
New Paint,  3 fin lvls, 4 lge BR, 3.5 BA, Office on Mn Lvl,
Oversized yard  w  Sylvan Inground Pool, fully fenced.
Quiet Cul-de-sac street, Huge parking pad for RV or Boat.

Call Kay Hart for directions:  703-503-1860

Another Exceptional Listing coming soon:
Open Sunday, April 5 Fairfax 22032

Traditional Style with Contemporary Flair. Gorgeous
light hardwood floors, updated, beautiful condition.
Lovely yard, cul-de-sac street.   Robinson Pyramid.

Call Kay for information/sneak preview
703-250-HART Long & Foster, Realtors

Waiting to BUY until prices bottom out?
What happens to home prices as supply declines?
Note that these are the listed homes in MRIS (as of
3/10/09) with 4+BR, 3+FB, 3 levels, 2+garage, walk-
out basement:

Price Burke Fairfax Station Clifton
400-599,000 5        2 2
600-799,000 2        2 2
800-999,000 0        8 4
1,000,000+ 1       10 7

Email Subject Line: It’s MY Time! Sell me a
great house before the prices go up

FAIRFAX
STATION -

CROSSPOINTE
$699,500

Dramatic 4 BR,
4.5 BA home
w/bright, open
floor plan -  1st
Floor Master BR
with luxury BA - 2
Fireplaces!  Huge

gorgeous kitchen with all the bells & whistles.  2-story Family
Room w/Overlook – Main floor study/library – Sparkling HW
floors  - Finished LL with full BA & wet bar. Plus much more!
For a private tour or more information…

CALL ANN WITHERSPOON 703-503-1836

Fairfax Station $629,000
Immaculate Crosspointe home on quiet lot, backing to huge
wooded common area. New windows, updated kitchen w/
accent lighting, Silestone countertops & additional cabinets.
Fantastic addition of sun room & mudroom/laundry room adds
plenty of living area & walks out to tiered composite deck.
Fully finished walk-up basement with built-in office area.

Burke
$414,900

This home has
it all; Price,
Location,
Schools,
Transportation.
Three bed-
rooms, Two and
one half
Bathrooms, Office and
Recreation Room on Lower
Level. Step from the kitchen
onto deck overlooking your own in-ground swimming
pool. What a way to enjoy time with family and friends.
The recreation room is highlighted by a wood stove.
Windows and carpeting have been updated.

UNDER CONTRACT IN 0 DAYS!


