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Alexandria Little League, here at Opening Day on Simpson Field, has 28 teams this season with approximately 360 players from
age 8 – 15 years old. The players will be participating in four Little League divisions: AA, AAA, Majors and Juniors. See page 30.
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See Outsiders,  Page 3

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

P
lanning for the future is
one of the most important
jobs for members of the Al-

exandria City Council, yet four
challenging candidates have made
zoning disputes into political
wedge issues. From the decision
to double the hours of a West End
asphalt plant to the size and scope
of the city’s Department of Plan-
ning and Zoning, four of the can-
didates have placed planning is-
sues at the center of the their cam-
paign against the five Democratic
incumbents and former Mayor
Kerry Donley.

Waging their campaigns as out-
siders are Republicans Frank
Fannon and Phil Cefaratti as well
as independent candidates Alicia

Hughes and Rich Williamson.
Some of their arguments about
zoning issues show a concern
about the strain that rapidly in-
creasing density is taking on the
city’s infrastructure. Others take
on the department directly. Frank
Fannon, for example, has a per-
sonal connection to the campaign
platform because his family’s oil
business on Duke Street recently
petitioned the Board of Zoning
Appeals to overturn a Planning
Department determination.

“I think there’s a lot of needless
regulation in this city,” Fannon told
Republicans during a recent party
meeting. “And the city government
is overstaffed.”

Although Fannon said his work
at SunTrust has no direct relation

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

W
hen a group of students at T.C.
Williams High School began
skipping classes on Friday after-
noons, school officials began

trying to figure out what the problem was. In
the words of Margie Walsh, who is executive
director of secondary programs for the city’s

school division, the
students “had en-
gaged in behavior
they should not
have.” Walsh relayed
the anecdote during
a recent City Coun-
cil meeting to dem-
onstrate the variety
of ways that youths
can become disen-
gaged as they make
their way through
high school.

“A good percent-
age of them are not
citizens,” Walsh ex-

plained to council members. “While we build
up a lot of confidence in Kindergarten through
ninth grade, reality does strike for some of our

One out of four Hispanic
students in Alexandria are
dropping out of school.

Tracking Dropouts

Budget cuts threaten services offered by
a family resource center at by Brent
Place Apartments even though a recent
report on preventing dropouts suggests
this program should be expanded.

folks who are not legal citizens.”
Whatever their reason, more students drop out

of Alexandria schools than any other jurisdiction
in Northern Virginia. According to a study released
last month by the Virginia Department of Educa
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“If we keep on
doing what we’re
doing now, we’re
going to keep on
having the same
problems.”
— School Board member

Eileen Cassidy Rivera

Candidates who are not part of the
Democratic Party are running
against record of incumbents.

See How They Run
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News
Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-917-6431 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

ship to the family’s oil business, his campaign for
the Alexandria City Council has been very critical of
the department and its staffing levels. When asked
how he would cut the cost of city government to
create lower tax bills, Fannon said he would like to
see a reduction in the number of employees at the
Code Enforcement Bureau, the Department of Plan-
ning and Zoning and the Department of Parks and
Recreation. The argument is de-
signed to resonate with voters who
are concerned with the amount of
bureaucracy and red tape associ-
ated with seeking approval for ar-
chitectural drawings or obtaining
sign permits.

“There’s just a lot of frustration
with City Hall,” said Fannon be-
tween campaign events this week.
“Once the economy turns around
and the city government start hir-
ing people again, I think we should
require at four years of experience
in the private sector.”

DURING A RECENT candidate’s forum, Republi-
can candidate Phil Cefaratti said he couldn’t under-
stand why the Department of Planning and Zoning
has grown 42 percent since 2005. But Planning Di-
rector Farroll Hammer disputed that assertion, indi-
cating the real amount of growth was closer to 33
percent. Yet Cefaratti remained critical of the de-
partment while knocking on doors in the Yates Gar-
den neighborhood Tuesday afternoon — cited a re-
cent planning session held with the Rosemont Civic
Association as an example of time on the clock that
might not have been well spent. Although the de-
partment is considering swapping development
rights to Braddock Field for a plot of land in Potomac
Yard known as “Landbay L,” Cefaratti said he didn’t
think the presentation conducted by planning staff-
ers to the civic association members was a justifi-
able expense.

“An incumbent said to me after the debate, ‘You
know that’s never going to happen, don’t you?’”
Cefaratti explained on a Royal Street sidewalk, de-
clining to identify the incumbent by name. “Why are
we spending money to hold meetings about things
we know are never going to happen?”

On the campaign trail, Cefaratti has also been criti-
cal of a zoning determination on the West End, where
many residents are unhappy about a number of re-
cent zoning decisions. Several residents at Cameron
Station have been very vocal about their objections
to several recent City Council actions, including a
2005 special-use permit that doubled the hours of
operation for the Virginia Paving Asphalt plant. If
he had been on the council at the time, Cefaratti
said, he would have voted against the new special-
use permit.

“I would have supported restricting the operation
to sunlight hours,” said Cefaratti. “The people at
Cameron Station and Summer’s Grove should not
have to put up with an intensification of industrial
use in their neighborhood.”

The scope of the city’s actions has been a frequent
source of disagreement among the outsiders. Over
coffee one recent morning, independent candidate
Alicia Hughes she said she has questions about the

$1 million annual cost for the King
Street Trolley that now transports
passengers from the Metro to the
Potomac River. She said that she’s
heard from several restaurateurs that
their customers are being whisked
away and that the previous Dash
About service should not have been
abandoned.

“If it wasn’t broken, why fix it?”
asked Hughes, a federal employee at
the United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office. “Do all of these pro-
grams use tax dollars as efficiently
as they can?”

Hughes was also critical of the way the city issued
a haul-route permit to Norfolk Southern Railroad
even though the company had not requested one.
She said that her experience as a clerk for a federal
judge in Alabama would have given her a background
to launch an opposition to the unilaterally issued
permit. When asked about the federal case now pend-
ing, Hughes criticized the city’s action as irrespon-
sible and described the lawsuit as an expensive pub-
lic-relations ploy.

“All that money in legal fees and outside counsel
was spent to make City Council members look good
in front of citizens,” said Hughes, expressing confi-
dence Norfolk Southern would be triumphant in the
courtroom of Judge James Cacheris. “We could have
saved all that money and maybe saved a few jobs.”

PERHAPS THE MOST forceful argument against
the Democratic incumbents has come from indepen-
dent candidate Rich Williamson. At public events and
in one-on-one meetings, Williamson has accused the
Democratic Party of running a political machine that
steamrolls any opposition. He described several re-
cent planning decisions as irresponsible, saying that
the Potomac Yard plan should have included more
commercial zoning and that Duke Street residential
construction had gone too far for the current infra-
structure to handle.

“The city believes it needs to develop itself out of
its financial problems,” said Williamson, a federal
employee who is barred from partisan politics by the
Hatch Act. “What they don’t realize is that more
people are going to require more services.”

One issue that Williamson has repeatedly invoked
is the $81.1 million cost of a proposed new police

Outsiders: See How They Run
Alicia Hughes Rich Williamson Phil Cefaratti Frank Fannon

Deadlines Loom
Friday is the deadline for Republican opponents to challenge

the incumbent Democratic offices on the ballot in November, in-
cluding Sheriff Dana Lawhonre, Commonwealth’s Attorney
Randy Sengel and Del. David Englin (D-45). So far the Alex-
andria City Republican Party has yet to find candidates to chal-
lenge sheriff or chief prosecutor. But the two-term delegate may
have a Republican opponent before the week is through.

Basil Mossaidis, who is the executive director of Washington-
based American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association, said
this week that he intends to file the necessary paperwork to chal-
lenge Englin as a Republican. A native of Philadelphia, Mossaidis
has lived in Alexandria since 1996. He said that he would have
voted against the smoking ban that cleared the General Assembly
earlier this week, a bill that Democratic Gov. Tim Kaine asked Englin
to carry an early version of in the House of Delegates.

“I have great respect for David Englin, and I know that he served
his country in the Air Force,” said Mossaidis, who owns a Duke
Street Philadelphia Cheesesteak Factory with his brother. “But
I’ve have different views on taxation and transportation.”

Residency Loophole
Perhaps there’s some truth to the old adage that politics makes

strange bedfellows. During a candidate’s forum last week, Re-
publican candidate Frank Fannon expressed support for a pro-
posal central to the campaign of School Board District A candi-
date Mimi Carter. Yet although Fannon and Carter agree on a
specific reform, they come at the issue from drastically different
perspectives.

“Alexandria can’t even pay for the students we currently have,
much less students who don’t even live in Alexandria,” said Carter,
who said she’s heard from a handful of parents and administra-
tion officials that this is a pervasive problem in the school dis-
trict. “We need to make sure the city’s resources are directed to
people who actually live in the city.”

On the campaign trail, Carter has supported a proposal requir-
ing each student to prove residency each year rather than a one-
time registration during enrolls. That way, Carter said, the school
system could relieve the burden created by parents who live in
other jurisdictions but surreptitiously drive their children across
the city line every day to attend school in Alexandria. Yet when
asked a question about illegal immigration, Fannon responded by
supporting Carter’s proposal as a way to combat the perception
Alexandria is a “sanctuary city.” After the forum, Carter wanted to
emphasis that although the two candidates may agree with the
policy reform, they have divergent views on immigration.
“I would disagree with the notion that Alexandria is a sanctuary
city,” said Carter. “My proposal was intended to check residency
status, not immigration status.”

Potomac Yard Legacy
When asked about his legacy as a former mayor, Kerry Donley

usually mentions Potomac Yard as an example of his leadership
style. Yet several of the opposition candidates have challenged
that interpretation, criticizing the development as being too reli-
ant on residential development and lacking Metro station. When
asked about their charges, Donley countered that the plan left
the door open for a subsequent density swap that eventually cre-
ated a commercial space large enough to attract a new Metro
station. As far as the reliance on residential development, Donley
explained, the market dynamics are now very different than they
were a decade ago when the original plan was adopted.

“At that time, residential was perceived as a more viable alter-
native given market demands,” said Donley. “Now those market
demands have shifted.”

Correction
In an article headlined “Facing Down Frustrated Parents” last

week, School Board candidate Scott Newsham was incorrectly
identified as a candidate in District B. He should have been listed
as a candidate for District A, which he has represented for the
last three years on the Alexandria School Board.

— Michael Lee Pope

On the Campaign Trail

“Why are we
spending money
to hold meetings
about things we
know are never
going to happen?”

— Phil Cefaratti,
Republican candidate

See Outsiders,  Page 4
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ABC STORE #297...................................703-823-7349
AUTHENTICALLY AMISH.............................703-212-9890
CHIPOTLE ............................................... 703-370-2152
CURVES FOR WOMEN...............................703-751-2500
DUKE CLEANERS ...................................... 703-751-1223
EXXON MOBIL CORPORATION...................703-751-7778
FOXCHASE FLORIST...................................703-370-3602
FOXCHASE PHOTO LAB.............................703-370-3756
H & R BLOCK .........................................703-751-1903
HANA TOKYO STEAKHOUSE & SUSHI BAR .. 703-823-3168
HARRIS TEETER........................................703-461-7082
HONG KONG EXPRESS..............................703-823-8808
JEWELRY DESIGNERS.................................703-370-2993
KITCHEN AND GRANITE EXPO....................703-370-0037
L.A. WEIGHT LOSS CENTER ...................... 703-751-6290
LA CASA RESTAURANT...............................703-370-3600
MY EYE DOCTOR.....................................703-370-7111
NAILS FOXY/EXCEL CORPORATION.............703-739-6245
NEW LOOK SALON...................................703-823-3422
PAUL GIBBERMAN, DDS...........................703-823-6616
PAUL STASIEWICZ, DDS...........................703-751-5052
PNC BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION..........703-504-6234
RITE AID #3662.....................................703-751-4901
SUBWAY SANDWICH SHOP........................703-370-1200
WACHOVIA BANK, VA 9657.....................703-739-3495

Everything You Need…
in One Convenient Place

Duke Street,
just west of Jordan Street in Alexandria

From Page 1

News

tion, Alexandria has a dropout rate of 11.1 per-
cent. That’s the highest dropout rate of any jurisdic-
tion in Northern Virginia and significantly higher
than the state average of 8.7 percent. The trend is
particularly alarming among the city’s Hispanic stu-
dents, who have a dropout rate of 24.8 percent.

“One of the major challenges I’ve had over the last
three years is getting the School Board to focus on
issues like the increasing dropout rate, especially
among Hispanic students,” said School Board Eileen
Cassidy Rivera, who is not running for reelection
this year. “If we keep on doing what we’re doing
now, we’re going to keep on having the same prob-
lems.”

YET FOR MANY years, the city’s dropout rate has
been obscured by statistics that hide the problem.
Last year, for example, the city reported a 3.2 per-
cent dropout rate even though the system only had
a 64 percent rate. Alexandria officials warned that
calculating an accurate dropout rate was complicated
by the city’s relatively high rate of mobility. But a
tracking system created under former Democratic
Gov. Mark Warner has now created a way to calcu-
late cohort graduation under a database known as
the Educational Information Management System.
The new data revealed major problems with the pre-
vious reports.

“While the school system posted a three percent
dropout rate, nobody believed it — including the
school system,” said James Copple, member of a city
task force that was directed to look at the city’s drop-
out rate last year. “I have been mystified by the fact
that we can’t get to this data point.”

The mystification ended last month, when the Vir-
ginia Department of Education released cohort re-
ports for the first group of students to be tracked
over time. Data in the reports tracked performance
of students who entered the ninth grade for the first
time in 2004 and were scheduled to graduate in the
spring of 2008. Using this information to crunch the
city’s dropout rate illustrated a phenomenon that
was masked by the official 3.2 percent dropout rate
posted by Alexandria City Public Schools. Instead,
it turns out the rate is more than twice that amount
— and well above the state average of 8.7 percent.

“We are leaving some kids behind,” said Copple
during a presentation to City Council members last
month. “These are people who will be predators in
our community and end up in our prisons.”

STARTING IN January 2008, Copple led a subcom-
mittee of the Gang Prevention Task Force to find
out why Alexandria students drop out and what city
officials can do about it. Prompted in part by a Gates
Foundation study titled “The Silent Epidemic,” the
report he presented to the City Council last month
details a number of recommendations to enhance
family literacy and create a better way for students
to re-enter school life after becoming involved with
the criminal justice system.

“The defendants we typically see at the courthouse

who have committed really serious crimes have ei-
ther stopped going to school altogether or rarely show
up,” said Commonwealth’s Attorney S. Randolph
Sengel. “We’ve had kids who say they’re going to
school but it turns out they haven’t shown up for 50
days or so.”

The recommendations outlined in the report range
from assigning mentors for students who have been
in trouble with the law to expanding family resource
centers. One of the problems mentioned in the re-
port is the culture of “silos” in which service provid-
ers were not aware of programs or initiatives outside
their area. In an effort to increase communication of
up-to-date information sharing, Court Services Direc-
tor Lillian Brooks led a series of five-minute “speed
training” session last August to 150 city and school
program leaders. “It’s sort of like speed dating,” said
Brooks. “We found it was a great way of updating
huge groups of people very quickly.”

MANY OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS listed in
the report may have a difficult time finding a source
of funding as the city cuts back on services and lays
off employees. For example, one of the employees
City Manager Jim Hartmann recommended laying off
in February was Amalia Quinones, a substance abuse
prevention therapist at Tucker Elementary School and
Brent Place Apartments. Yet the kind of services
Quinones now offers at the Brent Place Apartments
are precisely the kind of programs the report recom-
mends the city expand.

“I feel very unhappy about this situation because I
would like to continue working with this community,
the children and the parents,” said Quinones in an
interview last month. “I am very concerned about
the future of these students and this community
where I am working because I think they are learn-
ing a lot about prevention.”

On a visit to the Brent Place Apartments last week,
Mayor William Euille visited the facility to see its fam-
ily learning center and community services in action.
Now that City Council members have expressed a
willingness to raise the tax rate, the city manager
identified the substance-abuse therapist as one posi-
tion he would recommend be restored as a result of
the new revenue. Euille said his visit changed his
opinion on the importance of the role after-school
programs have on the city’s dropout rate. The City
Council is set to finalize the budget on April 27.

“The people that come to us and make recommen-
dations don’t care how we get the funding, they just
want the services,” said the mayor. “Our job is to pay
the bills, so we have to look at the bigger picture and
figure out where we are going to get the money to
pay for restoring safety net programs.”

25% of Hispanic Students Drop Out
Regional Dropout Rates

❖ Alexandria 11.1 percent
❖ Arlington 9.0 percent
❖ Fairfax 5.5 percent
❖ Loudoun 3.3 percent
❖ Falls Church 0 percent

SOURCE: Virginia Department of Education

headquarters. When asked what price he thinks
would be adequate, the independent candidate re-
sponded that he would consider a range between
$40 million to $50 million would be sufficient. When
asked about the incumbents’ response that the new
station is needed because the force is scrambling
for interrogation rooms and moving detainees
through the lobby of rented spaces shared by pub-

lic business, Williamson countered he rejected that
argument as bullying.

“They are trying to guilt us into this,” said
Williamson, who has refused to participate in en-
dorsement interviews because he said he doesn’t want
to be beholden to any special interest. “To me, the
answer is that we pay the police officers more in-
stead of build an expensive new headquarters for
them.”

From Page 3

Outsiders: See How They Run
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Old Town Paint & Plaster
LOCAL PROFESSIONALRELIABLE PROMPT

Interior/Exterior

Plaster/Drywall

Carpentry/Trim

Pressure Washing

Whole Home Makeovers

Quality Painting

Install & Repair

Crown Moldings

Deck Maintenance

Budget Remodels

Enhancing The Value of Real Estate
Call Today!

703-683-0044
Or Email OldtownPaint@att.net

Our family would like to invite you and your family to join us

on Easter Sunday to celebrate God’s message of love and hope.

Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill

An Episcopal Church in Alexandria, Virginia

Easter services at 7:30, 9:00 and 11:15 a.m.

Seminary Chapel on the grounds of Virginia Theological

Seminary, 3737 Seminary Road

For more information about Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill

check our website: www.icoh.net

or call the parish office, 703-370-6555.

Child care is available at the Zabriskie Chapel

3606 Seminary Road

kiskadee
2205 Mount Vernon Avenue - in the Heart of Del Ray

703.549-0813 - www.kiskadeeshop.com
Tues - Sat 10-5 pm Sunday 12-5 pm

April 17th & 18th Spring Accessory Trunkshow

Enter the DRAWING for a FREE BAG during this Trunkshow!
Serving Light Refreshments

JPK Paris Bags
(formerly Anteprima-Nueva)

Christella Milano
Italian Scarf Belts

Elaine Turner
Bags & Shoes

People

A
rlene “Vicky” Robertson of Alexandria was
one of five Northern Virginians honored
last week for efforts to protect children and
support families. The event was SCAN

(Stop Child Abuse Now) of Northern Virginia’s offi-
cial kick-off for April as National Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month.

Robertson has been a prevention advocate in the
City of Alexandria for 28 years. Today, she is a school
social worker with the STEP (Secondary Training and
Education Program) Center/Academy 1 at T.C. Wil-
liams High School, but her knowledge of — and com-
mitment to — prevention began when she was a
Child Protective Services social worker for Alexan-
dria Department of Human Services, investigating
complaints, providing intensive family therapy ser-
vices and working with high-risk families on a daily
basis.

Robertson’s work has also focused on teen parents,
providing educational group sessions for young
mothers that focus on healthy parenting, stress man-
agement and general care of mother and baby. In
addition, she educates these mothers on protecting
their own children from abuse and neglect.

Arlene “Vicky” Robertson of Alexandria
with NBC4’s Julie Carey and SCAN Execu-
tive Director Diane Charles.

SCAN Honors Robertson

Timothy Hamer will be the princi-
pal of Bishop Ireton High School. Hamer
has served as an interim principal since
last year when Father Matthew Hillyard,
O.S.F.S. was reassigned as the Rector of
the Cathedral Parish in Camden, N.J.
This follows a nationwide search to fill
the position.

People Notes

NVCC President Dr. Robert Templin was the event’s
keynote speaker, and NBC4’s Julie Carey presented
the awards. Verizon was the lead sponsor of the event.

More information on SCAN (Stop Child Abuse
Now) of Northern Virginia can be found at
www.scanva.org.w

Lafayette Frederick (’52) of Alex-
andria, received the Washington State
University Alumni Association
(WSUAA) Alumni Achievement Award.
The award is the highest honor be-
stowed by the WSUAA and recognizes
Frederick for his outstanding teaching,
research, mentoring and contributions

to the fields of botany and mycology.

The Paddock Group with Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage in Alexan-
dria has earned membership in the
company’s President’s Club. The team is
comprised of the following sales associ-
ates: Vaughn Paddock.
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The Best in Senior Living

703-243-4300
Call Today

• Rents Starting at $950
• All Utilities Included
• And Just Two Blocks from Ballston Metro
• Frost-Free Refrigerator
• Underground Garage Parking
• Spacious Kitchens and Bathrooms
• Wellness Programs
• Full-Time Social Services Coordinator
• Prices are Subject to Change

4300 N. Carlin Springs Road, Arlington, VA 22203

Offering
Starting at 55 years

THE CARLIN

Trattoria da Franco
Award–Winning Roman Cuisine

~Traditional Easter Menu All Day~

Franco’s Piano Bar is open with live music
Friday–Saturday Evening

305 S. Washington Street • Old Town • 703-548-9338
Daily Specials • Private Party Rooms • Ample Free Parking

Opera Nite
Apr. 26th

Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Decks, Porches, etc.

CONSTRUCTION-REMODELING
ALEXANDRIA, VA

Call for free estimate

703-407-2022
www.oakwood.us.com

oakwoodconstruction@comcast.net

People

T
he Senior Services of Alexandria honored
parents and children at its Generation to
Generation Gala on March 28.

The honorees included T. J. Fannon and
his son Thomas Fannon, Bud Hart and his daughter
Mary Catherine Gibbs, Vola Lawson and her son Pe-
ter Lawson, John McEnearney and his daughter
Maureen Dunn , Melvin Miller and his daughter
Ericka Miller.

A number of Alexandria Living Legends were there,
three former mayors — state Sen. Patsy Ticer, U.S.
Rep, Jim Moran and Kerry Donley — and current
Mayor Bill Euille. A number of city council mem-
bers, past and present, Alexandria Police Chief David
Baker, Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, and City Manager
Mark Jinks also attended.

Lionel Hope, former Alexandria City Council mem-
ber, traveled from North Carolina, and Ferdinand Day,
the first African American member of the Alexan-
dria School Board, both attended to honor their
friend Melvin Miller. All three men worked with

Generation to
Generation Gala

Vola Lawson and Peter Lawson

T.J. Fannon and Thomas Fannon

John McEnearney and Maureen Dunn

former city manager Vola Lawson to integrate the
Alexandria school system.

Executive Director Janet Barnett said, “Senior Ser-
vices of Alexandria has provided vital programs and
services for seniors for over 40 years, and will use
the proceeds from the event to continue to provide
meals, transportation, and in-home assistance.”

Mary Catherine Gibbs and Bud HartEricka Miller and Melvin Miller

Photography by Delia Sullivan
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Opinion

Letters to the Editor

City’s Help
Sought
To The Editor:

The residents of our community
seem to have been caught up be-
tween a do and don’t situation
causing confusing and hostility
among residents and visitors. And
management seems in some sense
unaware of the problems facing
many residents who live within the
mid-rise building of Olde Towne
West.

The intercom system for visitors
to enter the building has been out
of order for sometime now. Under
the circumstances  I can under-
stand why residents  — elderly and

seniors as well as the disabled —
may have taken a chance in let-
ting his or her visitor use the ac-
cess key to enter the building [de-
spite the rules]. While residents
and non-residents have had a hard
time getting in, management only
ignored the issues that needed to
be fixed. Complaints toward secu-
rity could have been avoided to say
the least.

I believe we all deserve an apol-
ogy from management for the in-
convenience we all have had to
deal with — just think about what
we all had to deal with for the
holidays of 2008 and having to
stand in the lobby and hall with
no heat and visitors expecting
someone to open the door.

Through all of this, there were
words exchanged at times be-
tween residents and non-resi-
dents. With some people who
could not speak English, trying to
explain why one could not open
the door wasn’t easy.

Our building is supposed to be
a secure building, but many resi-
dents felt pressure to open the
door while some just walked away.
Either way we the residents should
not be put in an intimidating situ-
ation because management con-
tributed to this problem by not
having the intercom system fixed
— especially around the holidays.

For over 20 years the mid-rise
has always been a secure building
and management should respect

our need for a safe environment
as well as a healthy atmosphere
throughout our community.

Package and medicine delivery
is a problem for senior citizens
who are not able to buzz them in.
Some residents have to come
down and wait, hoping their pack-
age arrives in a certain time frame,
and this is sad.

Why are repairs only done after
the City of Alexandria Code En-
forcement/fire inspector has been
called?

I and many other residents
would very much like to see an
Overseer Committee established
for our community so that the City
of Alexandria would be more in-
volved.

Geri Baldwin
Alexandria

What GOP
Opposition?
To the Editor:

As predictable as April showers
leading to May flowers, so true is
it that with the pending City Coun-
cil election the Republican candi-
dates once again avoid being di-
rectly associated with their party.

Like past candidates, this year
neither Phil Cefaratti nor Frank
Fannon identify themselves as Re-
publicans on any of their yard
signs.  What makes this particu-
larly ironic is that on Mr. Cefaratti’s
Web site he states that he is run-
ning in part because “for the past
six years Alexandria city council
has not had a voice that provides
a fundamentally opposing view.”

If either of the two Republican

See Letters,  Page 9

Mayor Bill Euille (third from left) stands with the Rev. Collins E. Asonye of Meade
Memorial, the Rev. Oran E. Warder of St. Paul’s, and the Rev. Pierce W. Klemmt of
Christ Church at Market Square on Sunday as the assembled group waved palms
for Palm Sunday. After a blessing of the palms, the congregations of the churches
walked to their own church for services. Visit the Web sites of each of these
churches for their Easter service schedules: www.MeadeMemorial.org,
www.st.paulsepis.com, and www.historicchristchurch.org.

Palm Sunday at Market Square

A
pril is National Poetry Month accord-
ing to the Academy of American Po-
ets, and here at the Gazette, we in-
vite poets to send submissions for

us to print.
On April 10, 2007, the Alexandria City Coun-

cil named Mary McElveen as the city’s poet
laureate for a three-year term.

This is one service local government could
expand in these economic times; Fairfax, Ar-
lington and Loudoun counties, the City of
Fairfax, the towns of Herndon and Vienna
could consider appointing their own poets lau-
reate.

The National Poet Laureate serves as con-
sultant to the Library of Congress and “seeks
to raise the national consciousness to a greater
appreciation of the reading and writing of po-
etry.”

Virginia also has a poet laureate, a position
established by the General Assembly and ap-
pointed by the governor from nominees sub-
mitted by the Poetry Society of Virginia. The
current poet laureate of Virginia is Claudia
Emerson, claudiaemerson.org.

The Alexandria Poet Laureate will promote
an appreciation of poetry as an art form, en-
courage creative writing and reading of all
forms of literature, and promote literacy
through poetry.

Are you a poet? The Gazette will print po-
etry submitted by readers this spring and oc-
casionally throughout the year.

Moving Words
Poetry Reading

Program places poetry on Northern Virginia

Metrobuses operating in Arlington, Alexandria, Falls
Church, Fairfax County and Fairfax City. Winning po-
ets read their work.

Tuesday, April 21, 7- 9 p.m.
Dome Theatre, 1101 Wilson Boulevard, Rosslyn

703-228-1854. See www.arlingtonarts.org/
cultural_affairs/movingwords.htm

Release of ‘Poetic Voices
Without Borders, 2’

Thursday, April 23, 7 - 9 p.m.
The Arlington Arts Center, 3550 Wilson Blvd.

(across from the Virginia Square Metro, Arlington)
Join in a celebration of the release of “Poetic Voices

Without Borders, 2” and National Poetry Month. The
poets will read from the anthology and their current
work. 703-248-6800

Poem a Day
Go to www.poets.org to sign up to receive a poem

emailed daily.

Gazette will print poetry
submitted by readers.Celebrating Poetry
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Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage
the patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for
surgery. I regard him as one of the premier dentists in the
non-surgical management of TMJ Disorders.”
—Dr. Joseph Arzadon

“Very professional environment, excellent level of service,
up-to-date dental technology.” — Anne

“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my
concerns seriously.” — Mary 

“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop
relationships with  your patients.” — Kim

“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat
your patients with respect and courtesy in a way that  is
extremely rare.” — Nancy

Trusted Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.

Cosmetic Dental Services:
• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• In Office Whitening
• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually
  painless anesthesia

Unique Dental Services:
• Dental Sleep Appliance
• Computer Preview of New Smile

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere
• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
   during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with
  Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
  Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile
  Magazine & TMJ News-n-Views

Testimonials
Michael B. Rogers, DDS

Dennis J. Holly, DMD
4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDental.com
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candidates really wanted to por-
tray themselves as opposition can-
didates, certainly, at the very least,
they would want the citizens of
our fair city to openly know that
they are Republicans and not
Democrats.

Matt Harris
Alexandria

Extensive
Experience
To the Editor:

We are writing to express our
strong support for Mimi Carter, a
Del Ray resident and candidate for
the Alexandria School Board.
Mimi has extensive experience in
early childhood education, is ex-
tremely active in Alexandria’s civic
affairs and has an innovative
“Triple A” plan to improve our city
schools. As parents of Alexandria
school students, we know that
Mimi will ably represent the inter-
ests of District A voters on the
School Board. We strongly encour-
age all District A residents to vote
for her on May 5.

Jill Ammon, Carol Bailey,
Sally Ann Baynard, Carrie

Beach, Diana Beckmann,
Rhodessa Bender, Caroline

Bergmark, Melissa Beun,
Tania Blagrove, Kathleen

M. Brown, Jill Boocock,
Marcia Call, Katherine

Carraway, Jennifer Delaney,
Laura Dove, Helen Epley,

Shayna Englin, Kathy
Flanigan, Maria Getoff,

Paige Grainger, Jennifer
Greiner, Allyson Hazzard,

Jenny Heimberg, Mary
Huber, Azeb Kifle, Lisa

Guernsey Krupicka, Jenni-
fer Lubold, Heather Martin,

Elizabeth D. McDonald,
Wendy Moniz, Elisa

Nebolsine, Angela Ostrom,
Susan Paley, Catherine

Petrini, Devin Reese, Amy
Schulwolf, Sharon Smith,

Tricia Waller, Francine
Wargo and Amy Zang

“Moms for Mimi”

Informed
Decision-Maker
To the Editor:

During this time of spring, many
of us would likely be unaware or
not paying attention to the elec-
tions that will be held on May 5
for City Council and School Board.

In most years and in typical cir-
cumstances, only about one-fifth
of us will go to the polls. The cau-
cuses were weeks ago and our
thoughts have been elsewhere. But
now our attention span should
turn to this important determina-
tion of what Alexandria’s govern-
ment and direction will be for the
next coming years. There are is-
sues of budget, of development, of
governance and delivery of ser-
vices, quality of community life,
and many more. If nothing else,
the current and daily concern
about our economic health and the
delayed attention to reform make
us all concerned citizens. So the
first message is that it is time to
focus and critical to vote in the
coming municipal elections.

But the second message is this.
We need fair, balanced, and in-
formed leadership.

That is why I am endorsing Tim
Lovain’s re-election to City Coun-
cil. During his term, he made cer-
tain commitments: to seek not
only a reasoned budget, but in-
formed decision-making; to find
ways to improve our environment
and transportation; to make
progress toward the goal of excel-
lence in the public schools; to
forge creative alliances with the
non-profits organizations that

serve those among us that need
assistance; and others. In my esti-
mation, he has worked diligently
to keep those commitments. He
brings analysis, fact-based deci-
sion-making, the ability to reach
out to those that have honest dif-
ferences and finding ways to find
solutions. We need that kind of
leadership. So vote on May 5, and
be certain to vote for Tim Lovain.

James S. Roberts
Alexandria

Reality Check?
To the Editor:

In response to Cindy Smith
Page’s letter “Committed to Fair-
ness” letter in the April 2, Gazette,
I would say that if the City of
Alexandria’s Department of Real
Estate Assessment is committed to
fairness it is unclear why, when it
was discovered last year that the
appraiser had made a mathemati-
cal error last year with my ap-
praisal, they did not voluntarily
adjust those assessments for oth-
ers affected by the same mistake
to the true value rather than al-
lowing a large number of people
to pay more than they were re
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quired to pay. If the office works
for the taxpayer they should have,
of their own accord, corrected
their records without requiring
that others go through the formal
process of appealing their assess-
ment.

Trust is an earned privilege, and
if we cannot trust the Assessors
office to provide objective, accu-
rate data then there is something
wrong. And if this were a cus-
tomer-oriented organization, the
inputs from these customers
would be taken into account and
reviewed for possible opportuni-
ties for improvement rather than
being dismissed. Instead we get
the response that everyone and
everything is just fine and the cus-
tomer is wrong. I would suggest
that Ms. Smith-Page take a long
and hard look at the operations in
her department and start listening
to the people who have tried to
work with that office. I think she
would be surprised what people
really think about that operation.

Micheline Eyraud

Focusing on
Special Needs
To the Editor:

I would disagree that Mimi
Carter offered platitudes regard-
ing special education reform in
Alexandria Schools. The points
definitely resonate with me, a
mother of two children within the
special education system of Alex-
andria Public Schools:

* We do need to figure out how
to incorporate special needs stu-
dents in the general student popu-
lation. Schools are microcosms of
life and as such children should
not be segregated into little pods
of like folks. We should work on
creating the most effective learn-
ing environments for all and not
only for those that are tracked to
succeed academically. On back to
school night this past September,
I cringed upon hearing a parent
ask why the special needs children
were in the classroom with their
child, they felt them too disrup-
tive. Were they talking about my
beautiful, intelligent, and reading
impaired daughter? I have no idea,
but I know that my daughter is
forever defending her academic
“place” in school. Maybe she is
only defending it me so that she
can be reassured of her worth —
but I believe that much time needs
to be spent to figure out how to
incorporate special needs students
in the general student population.

* We do need to train our prin-
cipals, teachers and paraprofes-
sionals in special educational prac-
tices. As well intentioned as most

of our Alexandria education pro-
fessionals are, my children need
to work with teachers, administra-
tors, and so many others that un-
derstand that a reading disability
does not necessarily translate into
“this kid is not trying.” There are
not enough trained special educa-
tion teachers and professionals to
go around. We have been incred-
ibly lucky to have worked with
wonderful teams of special educa-
tion professionals both at Mount
Vernon and G.W. Middle school.
Without them my children would
not be where they are academi-
cally, however I do spend hours
educating my children’s teachers
around my children’s weaknesses
and strengths and I have to advo-
cate for their right to an education
using their accommodations often.
I am lucky enough to work where
I have a flexible schedule, my pay
is not cut if I come to school in the
middle of the day or if I go to a
parent/teacher conference. I un-
derstand the purpose of the IEP,
and I speak English and am able
to get my points and ideas across.
What about all the children that
don’t have the advantages of “pa-
rental advocates?” Are they just to
be lost in the system? If my son is
given a test and it is not read to
him (one of his IEP stated accom-
modations) it is very likely that he
will not be able to read the 7th
grade questions that are on the
test. This does not mean that he
does not know the answer; it
means that he did not understand
the question. It is in a language
that he does not understand.
Would you assume that a French
speaker does not know the answer
to the questions posed in English,
or would you determine that they
did not understand English? My
son has had wonderful and dedi-
cated teachers at GW Middle
School, yet what I have just stated
has happened to him more than
once. There are available solu-
tions, but time and money needs
to be allocated to train our princi-
pals, teachers and paraprofession-
als in special educational prac-
tices.

* Yes, you must evaluate our
special needs programs to make
sure they are working. Periodic
evaluation is the key to any suc-
cessful program. How can you
possibly determine what is work-
ing and not without conducting an
independent and comprehensive
evaluation? If there is a fear of
evaluation, it is because there is
already a sense of what will be
found. I would hazard that any
evaluation will find that the pro-
grams are too general to work ef-
fectively with so many specific is-
sues that our children with special
needs have. The education system
in general wants positive indi-

vidual results without providing
truly individualized education pro-
grams for each child which in-
cludes the needed expertise for
academic success. That would be
far too expensive for any school
to undertake — or do we just have
to figure out how to make it af-
fordable by thinking outside of the
box? This question begins to be
answered by determining the
strengths and weakness of the pro-
grams. You must evaluate our spe-
cial needs programs to make sure

they are working — then you can
figure out the solutions.

While other candidates may
have spoke in generalities, Mimi
was clearly not among them. Be-
cause of her commitment to spe-
cial needs students, and because
of her leadership on so many other
issues, I am voting for Mimi Carter
on May 5 and encourage all Dis-
trict A residents to do likewise.

Donna Muñoz
Proud mother of two in the

special education system of
Alexandria

Needed More
Than Ever
To the Editor:

We support Vice Mayor Del Pep-
per in her bid for re-election to city
council. We believe you should,
too. Alexandrians can be proud of

By Jennifer Cohen-Cordero

Alexandria Community Services Board

T
he Alexandria Commuity Service
Board’s Brent Place Tutoring and
Mentoring Program has teen and
adult mentors who provide twice-

weekly tutoring and mentoring to the high-risk
population of children living at Brent Place Apart-
ments. The prevention program is one of several
led by Amalia Quiñones at Brent Place Apartments
and at Samuel Tucker Elementary School.  The
program, along with Quiñones’ position, is fac-
ing elimination in the City’s fiscal year 2010 bud-
get.

In March, the children, their mentors and par-
ents spoke at the City Council Public Hearing. Fol-
lowing their appearance, Mayor William D. Euille
was inspired to visit the Brent Place Program. He
told those gathered, “I was very impressed with
your presentations at the public hearing. It is al-
ways important to stand up for what you believe
in.” Speaking to the children, the Mayor said,
“This is a wonderful program that helps you fo-
cus on your education.” In addition to the impor-
tance of education, the Mayor spoke about diver-
sity, character, helping others and hope. The
Mayor entertained questions from the children
and invited them to visit City Hall. In gratitude
for his visit, program participants gave the Mayor
a booklet of photos, drawings and messages rep-

resenting their twelve countries of origin.
Tricia Bassing, LCSW, CPP-ATOD, the CSB’s Pre-

vention Team Leader said, “As a result of this pro-
gram, the children have another caring adult in
their lives, are more connected to school, have
learned how to say no to alcohol and drugs, have
improved their grades and attendance and have
parents who are more involved in their education.”

Brent Place Apartments donates space and utili-
ties for the program. The volunteers donate their
time. The nonprofit group Friends of the Alexan-
dria Mental Health Center has donated money for
snacks and other small tokens. However, without
the single paid CSB position, the program will be
discontinued in July.

Brent Place Property Manager Sue Ludwic ex-
plained, “This program provides educational and
recreational opportunities to keep low income
families’ kids from being exposed to criminal ac-
tivity since they really can not afford to send their
kids to private functions.  We have 200 children at
Brent Place. These children are our future. We need
more quality programs like this, not fewer.”

At the request of the then City Manager Phil
Sunderland, the CSB began providing services to
the Brent Place community in 2001. Now, forced
to make excruciatingly difficult budget decisions,
Council may have to discontinue the Brent Place
Program. However, the children, volunteers and
staff remain hopeful that this program will be
saved.

Mayor William D. Euille joins the children at the Community Service Board’s Brent
Place Tutoring and Mentoring Program.

Hope Is in Bloom at Brent Place
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703-573-5025
2 miles west of I-495 on

Rt. 50 (Vienna Metro)
CravensNursery.com

FREE ESTIMATES
HARDSCAPING/PLANTING

60-75% OFF
ALL POTTERY
Washington’s Largest

 Selection

Mulch 3 cu. FT. $2.99
Bulk $19.95 Per cu. YD.

2008 STOCK ONLY

25% OFF
All Nursery Stock
Perennials .97¢

Patios, walls,
walkways,
paver driveways
& so much more
Now at 2003 Pricing Pansies

Impatiens

45OFF
Any Complete

Refinishing Project$
SPRING’S COMING! America’s preferred refinisher

since 1979!

Don’t Replace It -

Refinish it!

Completely restore your

BATHTUBS
WALL TILES OR COUNTERTOPS

to just like new for up to 75% less than replacing!

Miracle Method®

SURFACE RESTORATION

www.MiracleMethod.com

Offer good through April 30, 2009 Call today for a free estimate.

703-738-4801
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all of our city council members, but Del has quali-
ties that set her apart. She has tremendous experi-
ence, astute judgment, and boundless energy. Our
community is facing many significant challenges to-
day, and we need Del now more than ever.

Del understands homeowners’ concerns about their
real estate taxes, and she’ll push for a responsible
budget that is fair and protects core City services.
We have full confidence in Del’s judgment in mak-
ing the tough choices that will need to be made. She
has seen the city through ups and downs before, and
she will do so effectively again.

Del is a leader in protecting Alexandria’s environ-
ment. She co-chairs the Mirant Community Moni-
toring Group, which is working to clean up the Mirant
power plant in the east end of the city. She is also co-
chairing the Norfolk Southern Monitoring Group, to
make sure the ethanol transloading facility doesn’t
endanger Cameron Station and its environs in the
west end. Del was one of the leaders in pushing for
the development of Alexandria’s Eco-City initiative,
including the development of an environmental ac-
tion plan for the city. Del has consistently fought for
the DASH bus system, and for making Alexandria
more pedestrian and bicycle friendly.

Del knows our communities backwards and for-
wards. She listens, and does the hard work — both
behind the scenes and in public — to strike a careful
balance between preservation and development.
Del’s vision, energy, and hard work are vitally im-
portant for moving Alexandria forward. The Demo-
cratic Caucus is on Jan. 31 at Minnie Howard School,
and the general election is on May 2. We urge
Alexandrians to vote for her for city council so we
can continue to benefit from her vital leadership.

Dorothea Peters
Scott Barstow

Experience Matters
To the Editor:

In the coming months and the coming City Coun-
cil term, a lot will be happening affecting the Land-
mark area. Critical choices will need to be made re-
garding implementation of the Landmark/Van Dorn
redevelopment plan. We will need to formulate pro-
active plans to address the increased need for schools
and green space that will come with additional hous-
ing; review transit needs; and effectively support
business development. We need Del Pepper on City
Council to continue exercising her experience, ex-
pertise, and leadership in these important decisions
for Alexandria.

Del was there for the community when it was

learned that ethanol was being transloaded within
100 yards of an elementary school. She co-chairs the
Norfolk Southern Ethanol Transloading Monitoring
Group, which provides ongoing oversight. In her role
as co-chair, she represented the City before the Fed-
eral Surface Transportation Board. She also worked
with the community to develop improvements in Vir-
ginia Paving’s operations.º

Del Pepper has proven over the years that she re-
ally wants to hear from her constituents. She listens
with a heart for Alexandrians’ concerns and takes
action on City Council.

Del is there for all of Alexandria, and we urge you
to vote for Del Pepper on May 5. Her experience,
hard work, leadership, and know-how are valuable
assets we can’t afford to lose.

Libby Cooperman, Mike Curry,
Bob Eiffert, Dick Hobson,

Doug and Wendy John, Gwen Lewis, Lucelle
O’Flaherty, Dorathea Peters, Jack Sullivan,

and Anne and Sam Ulm

Man of Reason
To the Editor:

As you drive down Davis Avenue, the street
Councilmember Tim Lovain lives on, you will see
“Tim Lovain for Council” signs on the lawns of his
neighbors. That’s because Tim has lived on our street
for 12 years, and we know what a decent man he is.

When Tim decided to run for City Council three
years ago, we supported him because we knew that,
as a family man, he would look out for the best in-
terests of children and families in the community.
We also knew that, as a homeowner, he understood
the need to keep taxes at a reasonable level.

As a Councilmember, Tim has done all that and
more. As the only North Ridge resident serving on
City Council, he is familiar with local issues and has
helped to solve numerous problems. Also, he’s used
his transportation expertise to help address our
community’s transportation problems. And he has
worked to provide more playing fields for children
in Alexandria.

We are pleased that Tim has decided to run for re-
election, and we are proud to support him with yard
signs and at the polls on May 5.

Andrew and Mollie Calhoun,
Becky Cool, David and Chrissie Crosby,

Rob and Sandy Freedman,
Janet Gregor and Jerry Slominski, Ed and

Jean Leslie, Alan and Leesa Margarella,
Jack and Janet Powers,

and John and Paula Timmons
All residents of Davis Avenue



12  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 9-15, 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Alexandria/Old Town
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www.weichert.com,Realtors®
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Alex/Old Town
Yates Gardens

Mid-April brings
this brick 2 bedrm
+ 2 bath home
w/parking. Rear
addition expands
the space.

917 S. St. Asaph St.

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Alexandria
$624,500

One of a kind 3
bedrm, 2.5 bath TH
in sought after
Cameron Station.
Completely
renovated. Custom
woodwork thru-out
to include walls,
moldings, kitchen
cabinets, pantry, etc.
Incredible master
bath retreat. Must
see to appreciate
the details.

5010 Grimm Drive

Erika Carroll
703-568-7376

Alexandria $649,000
Beautiful brick colonial w/newer kitchen,  4 bedrms, 2 baths &
family rm w/fireplace. Backyard oasis w/landscaping &
magnificent patio for entertaining. Ample off street parking.

1003 Braddock Road
Hal Sadler  703-677-7515

Alexandria  $718,000
Elegant home w/over 3100 SF. Amazing amenities & great location.  Sunny
gourmet kitchen w/center island. Three bedrms, 2 full & 2 half baths, LL
family rm w/fireplace & walkout to brick patio. Large master suite.

264 Medlock Lane
Gary Chute  703-371-9926

Alex/Del Ray $649,900
Lovely brick colonial w/3 bedrms, 3 finished levels & large
master suite w/sitting rm. Family rm is off updated kitchen
& perfect for entertaining. Detached garage.

217 Nelson Ave E.
Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

Alexandria  $675,000
Custon Crane built home in Wilton Woods w/4 bedrms & 2.5 baths. Country
living on _ acre. Remodeled kitchen & bahs. Large family room addition &
spacious deck. Game/office & or mud room thru separate entrance.

6101 Beech Tree Drive
Mary Smith  703-626-9207

Alexandria
$510,000

Beautiful almost new
white brick end unit
TH w/4 bedrms, 2 full
& 2 half baths, chef’s
dream kitchen &
master suite w/tray
ceiling. Two car
garage next door to
Huntington Metro!

2421 Huntington
Park Drive

Beverly Tatum
703-585-9673

Alex/Old Town

Totally upgraded
1920’s brick home
w/copper roof.
Charming stone
patio. Shows like
a model! Easy
parking on this
block.

426 Wolfe Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Alex/Old Town
Newly renovated &
gorgeous 4 level, 3
bedrm, 2 full & 2 half
bath TH in quiet mews
setting. Step down
family rm w/French
doors to private walled
patio, 2 fireplaces,
open staircase to 4th
level & 2 off street
parking spaces.

327 N. Pitt Street

Christine Garner
703-587-4855

Alex/Rosemont
$524,900

Park the car & enjoy
this 2 bedrm, 2 bath
end unit TH w/3
finished levels & lots
of updates! Just 1
block to metro,
shops & restaurants
on King Street &
much more!

35 Mt. VernonAve.

Christine Garner
703-587-4855

Alex/Rosemont
$819,000

Lovely 3 lvl, 4 bedrm,
2.5 bath Colonial
w/family rm & rec rm.
Updated kitchen &
baths! Landscaped
yard w/patio & vine
covered pergola. Off
street parking & blocks
to 2 metros!

16 W. Myrtle Street

Christine Garner
703-587-4855

Alex/Del Ray $539,000
Classic Del Ray bungalow w/ bright & open floor plan, gas fireplace, 2 bedrms
& 2 baths on main level. Finished attic ideal for guests, home office or rec rm.
Modern white kitchen w/access to deck overlooking landscaped yard.

208 Clifford
Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

PIC TO COME

C
O
M
IN

G

S
O
O
N
!

C
O
M
IN

G

S
O
O
N
!

HU
GE

 P
RI
CE

IM
PR

OV
EM

EN
T

O
P
E
N

S
U
N
D
A
Y

PR
IC

E

IM
PR

OV
EM

EN
T

C
O
M
IN

G

S
O
O
N
!



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 9-15, 2009  ❖  13www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Houses on the Tour
❖ 207 North Fairfax Street: Built in

1749 by John Dalton on the first lot auc-
tioned in Alexandria, this house was situ-
ated on the river’s original bank along what
is now Lee Street. Dalton acted as agent for
the Mount Vernon produce and was a part-
ner in the firm of Carlyle & Dalton, a mer-
cantile and shipping business in Alexandria.
The house was purchased by the present
owners in 1980, when it was an unoccu-
pied crumbling shell surrounding six very
small apartments.

owners: Mr. and Mrs. Temple C. Moore  Jr.
❖ 210 Prince Street: Revolutionary

War hero Michael Swope completed con-
struction on the Georgian brick townhouse
in 1786. The lot at 210 Prince Street, origi-
nally purchased by George Washington’s
half-brother Augustine Washington in 1749,
was bought by William Ramsey in 1751. In
the next three years, the house more than
doubled in value, leaving many to specu-
late that a brick “flounder” was built on it
in 1754. The present owners have added a
small powder room off the dining room and
have restored the dining room fireplace to
its original arched brick design.

owners: Mr. and Mrs. Donald Rocen
❖ 426 South Lee Street: This frame

house was constructed prior to 1879, when
owner George Peverill  built the Free Meth-
odist Church at 424 South Lee Street. For
many years, this house was the parsonage
for the church. One noteworthy furnishing
is an American chest of drawers probably
built in Baltimore made of “plum pudding”
mahogany that has been in the owner’s fam-
ily since the early 1800s.

owners: Mr. and Mrs. Walter Vance Hall
❖ 510 South Fairfax Street: Built in

1804, this federal townhouse has been the
home of the current owners for more than
25 years. The hall and library are the origi-
nal house, which was built when Thomas
Jefferson was president. The exit leads to

the front patio and parking area paved with
cobblestones harvested from Fairfax Street
when it was repaved.

owners: Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bentley Adams
❖ 513 South Fairfax Street: This early

19th-century brick federal residence has a
mix of historicism at the original body of
the structure and a wide-open modern fam-
ily living space. Matchingºchandeliers are
Czechoslovakian and mimic colonial lights
but with a nod to the contemporary, made
of crystal instead of the typical brass. The
rear garden is designed with serpentine
planters fitted around the preserved trees
that were carefully protected during con-
struction.

owners: Kevin Schulman and Michelle
Hicks

❖ 307 South St. Asaph Street: The
two houses at 307 and 305 South St. Asaph
Street were probably constructed by 1790

because their lots were purchased around
1785. Benjamin Shreve built 307, which
was purchased in 1854 by Richard Huck.
Federal military authorities seized the build-
ing in 1862 to house federal soldiers and
escaped slaves. The original exterior
windowsills were uncovered and are be-
lieved to be from one of George
Washington’s quarries.

❖ 201 Prince Street: The Athenaeum
is a textbook example of Greek Revival ar-
chitecture, with its Neo-Classical portico
featuring Doric columns and towering win-
dows that flood the building with natural
light. The structure was built in 1852 to be
the Bank of the Old Dominion. Today the
Athenaeum is home to the Northern Virginia
Fine Arts Association and is used for arts
exhibits, performances, lectures and special
event rentals.

❖ 228 South Pitt Street: Although
2009 represents the 200th anniversary of
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, this Gothic-style
façade was not completed until a few years
after a splinter group left Christ Church in
1809. The original version of the design was
created by famed architect Benjamin Henry
Latrobe, architect of the Capitol. In 1906
the east wall was partially removed to al-
low for the addition of a new recessed chan-
cel.

In Bloom
Alexandria to help
launch Historic
Garden Week
on April 18.

Tickets
For $40, tour guests will be ushered into

six private houses and gardens. Light re-
freshments will also be available at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, which is celebrating its
200th anniversary as part of the tour. Group
tours for 10 people or more can be pur-
chased in advance for $35 each. Single-
house ticket with garden admission are $10.
Full tickets for children under 12 are $20,
single-house or garden admission $5. Tick-
ets may be purchased on tour day at any of
the houses and at the Alexandria Visitor’s
Center. 703-838-4200.

“I think this year’s tour
has some nice variety of
structures.”

—  Michaela Robinson, co-chair-
woman of the Alexandria Historic

Garden Tour

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

One of the most infamous ghosts
in Old Town Alexandria suppos-
edly lives at 210 Prince Street, a
house that will be featured in this

weekend’s garden tour. The Barrett Branch
Library’s Alexandria history collection is full
of old news clippings about a ghost that sup-
posedly haunts the house, one that has a
Revolutionary War era hatred of anything
English. Legend has it that the ghost has
been seen walking down a stairwell in the
house in an American uniform. One famous
1930s-era account has the ghost prevent-
ing a British woman from walking upstairs
when the house was for sale.

“I don’t normally believe in ghosts,” said
Virginia Rocen, who purchased the house
with her husband, Donald Rochen, in 2006.
“But I could change my mind if I heard
something. Couldn’t we all?”

Guests at this year’s Alexandria stops on
the Historic Garden Week’s 76th annual
season will see knockout gardens and all
manner of architectural ghosts. Sites in-
clude cobblestones harvested from Fairfax
Street, windowsills believed to be from one
of George Washington’s quarries and the
parsonage of the Free Methodist Church.
Catered lunches will be available at the Ath-
enaeum, ranging from $11 to $17. Light
refreshments will be available at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church during tour hours.

“I think this year’s tour has some nice
variety of structures,” said Michaela
Robinson, a member of the Garden Club of
Alexandria who is acting as co-chairwoman
of the event. “So often a tour like this focus
on grand homes, and of course we have
grand homes. But this year’s tour has a nice
balance between large homes and small
homes.”

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

Looking from the garden back into Swope House on Prince Street.

The front patio at the Adams’
home was paved with cobble
stones harvested from Fairfax
Street.

Outdoors
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Join us May 1 for Alexandria’s largest Community Service Day!
Help us reach 1000 volunteers! With three weeks to go, we have 202

volunteers and have raised $3,215 toward our $10,000 goal.

Sign up now at www.springforalexandria.org
or call Volunteer Alexandria at 703-836-2176.

Where we work, play, live… give!

See Calendar,  Page 20

Calendar

E-mail calendar announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Photos and artwork are encouraged.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Call Rebecca Halik
at 703-917-6407 with questions.

 ONGOING
On Sundays from noon-5 p.m., visit the

Waterfront and see history-
inspired performances near the
Torpedo Factory; do a “meet and
greet” of early Alexandria residents
and travelers near the Waterfront
and lower King Street. Free. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org for more.

Fairfax County Department of
Community and Recreation Services
present free dance workshops at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, from 3:30-5 p.m.
on April 10,24 and May 8. To
register, 703-324-4386.

Beginning Feb. 25, the T.C. Williams
High School Planetarium will
welcome the Alexandria community
one night each month during the
school year for a free hour-long
show. Doors will open at 7 p.m. for
“A Night With the Stars,” which will
run from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Advance
registration, required, at http://
www.acps.k12.va.us/tcw/
planetarium/ or by calling the
planetarium at 703-824-6805,
extension 6300.

Mount Vernon will bring back its
popular National Treasure Tour
through Oct. 31. Included in this
approximately hour-long walking
tour is the Mansion’s basement and
cornerstone, the setting for a pivotal
scene in the movie. This daily tour is
limited to 25 visitors per time slot,
takes place at 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.,
1 p.m., and 3 p.m., and costs $5 per
tour in addition to Estate admission:
$15 adults; $14 seniors; $7 children
(6-11); free for children 5 & under.
Advance tickets are available online
at MountVernon.org.

Children enter a world of fantasy and
fables when costumed interpreters
weave three tales together during
Mount Vernon’s storytelling session,
“Once Upon a Time at Mount
Vernon,” held every Saturday and
Sunday at 11 and 11:30 a.m.
Beginning April 11, storytelling
sessions will move from the Hands-
On History Room in the Donald W.
Reynolds Education Center to the
George Washington: Pioneer Farmer
site. The storytelling program is
recommended for children ages three
to eight. Parental supervision is
required. “Once Upon at Time at
Mount Vernon” is included in regular
Estate admission: adults, $15; youth
ages 6-11, $7; and children under 5
are admitted free.

Spectacular gardens are in bloom as
Mount Vernon hosts its annual
outdoor garden and gift sale
beginning April 11 through
May 10 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. This
annual sale includes ornamentals,
perennials and annuals, garden
items, books, and heirloom plants
propagated from historic cuttings. No
admission is required to shop in the
Gardening Days tent (located in front
of the Mount Vernon Inn Complex).
Visit.MountVernon.org or 703-780-
2000.

FRIDAY/APRIL 10
 Sing Along with Mr. Skip. 12:30

p.m. at Spill the Beans Coffee House,
1900 Elkin St., Suite 4. Enjoy singing
and dancing with Mr. Skip. $5 per
child. No pre-registration required.
More info at spillthebeansva.com.

Lunch Bunch. Noon at John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive.
Children up to age 5 can bring lunch
and enjoy stories. Free. Registration
required, 703-971-0010.

SATURDAY/APRIL 11
 Flower Power Workshop. 10 a.m.-3

p.m. at Workhouse Arts Center in
Lorton. Catherine Hillis will show
how to paint vibrant flowers in
watercolors. To register, 703-584-
2900.

Yuri’s Night. 8 p.m. at The Warehouse
Arts Complex, 1021 7th St., N.W.,
Washington, D.C. Enjoy music,
dancing and more by local bands.
$20/advance; $25/door. Visit
www.outofthisworldparty.com for
more.

Book Sale. 10 a.m. at Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre.
All ages can find books. Free. 703-
339-4610.

All Alexandria Reads. 11 a.m. at
Beatley library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 6-11 can enjoy
nutrition fun. Free. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us for more.

Family Garden. 2 p.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Take the garden home. $15
includes all supplies. For reservation,
703-642-5173.

SUNDAY/APRIL 12
 Flower Power Workshop. 10 a.m.-3

p.m. at Workhouse Arts Center in
Lorton. Catherine Hillis will show
how to paint vibrant flowers in
watercolors. To register, 703-584-
2900.

Easter Egg Hunt. 10:30 a.m. or 1 p.m.
at Lee-Fendall House, 614 Oronoco
St. $5/child. See the Easter bunny as
well. 703-548-1789 for reservations.

Easter Egg Hunt for History. 11
a.m.-4 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. Take a
tour and find the Tavernkeeper’s eggs
while learning about the museum.

$5/adult; $3/child. Reservations
required, 703-838-4242.

MONDAY/APRIL 13
 Tavern Toddlers. 10:30 a.m.-noon at

Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 N. Royal St.
Toddlers up to 36 months can enjoy
games and more. $7/group of three,
one adult and 2 children; $3/
additional person. Visit
www.gadsbystavern.org or 703-838-
4242.

Yoga for Gardeners. 9:30 a.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Features the Vinyasa
method. $66/six-class session. To
register, 703-642-5173.

Giggles and Wiggles. 10:30 a.m. at
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Children ages
24-35 can enjoy stories. Free.
Registration required, 703-339-4610.

Book Discussion. 10:30 a.m. at
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Call for title. Free. 703-
768-6700.

Early Reader Discussion. 3:30 p.m.
at John Marshall Library, 6209 Rose
Hill Drive. Children ages 6-8 can
enjoy activities. Call for title. Free.
Registration required, 703-971-0010.

Books & Ideas. 7:30 p.m. at
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Discuss “The Story of
Edgar Sawtelle” by David
Wroblewski. Free. Registration
required, 703-768-6700.

TUESDAY/APRIL 14
 Read-Along. 10:30 a.m. at Spill the

Beans Coffee House, 1900 Elkin St.,
Suite 4. Bring the children to Spill
the Beans for some read along fun
with StagePlay’s own Heather
Sanderson. Free. Visit
spillthebeansva.com or 703-780-
3561.

April Showers. 10:30 a.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Children 2-3 years enjoy
stories and activities. Free.
Registration required, 703-971-0010.

Evening Book Discussion. 7 p.m. at
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Call for title. Free. 703-
768-6700.

Coffee and Connections. 9:30 a.m.
at Busboys and Poets in Shirlington.
$20/day of. Offered by Alexandria-
based Enterprising Moms. Visit
events.theenterprisingmoms.com for
more.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 15
 StoryTime with Colleen! 10:30 a.m.

at Spill the Beans Coffee House, 1900
Elkin St., Suite 4. Free. Visit
spillthebeansva.com or 703-780-
3561.

Book Discussion. 7:15 p.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Adults call for title. Free. 703-
971-0010.

THURSDAY/APRIL 16
 Poetry Discussion. 7 p.m. at Hollin

Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Free. 703-768-
6700.

Butterfly Gardening. Learn how to
maintain a productive garden at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Free. Call for time, 703-
642-5173.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at St.
Paul’s Old Town, 228 S. Pitt St. Hear
the choir of St. Chad’s College of
Durham University. Free. Donations
accepted.

FRIDAY/APRIL 17
 Spring Plant Sale. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. at

River Farm. Browse plants, herbs,
vegetables, supplies and more. $3/
nonmember to park. Free admission.
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127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

Will be Open Easter Sunday
Three Seatings

12-12:30  ~  2-2:30  ~ 4-4:30

Three Courses
$42.95 per person

$36.95 for children 12 and under

Please call for Reservations

Le Refuge will be closed
Easter Monday.

$11.25

$19.95
$9.95

See Calendar,  Page 21

From Page 14

Calendar

Visit www.ahs.org/river_farm or 703-
768-5700 ext. 114.

Sing Along with Mr. Skip. 12:30
p.m. at Spill the Beans Coffee House,
1900 Elkin St., Suite 4. Enjoy singing
and dancing with Mr. Skip. $5 per
child. No pre-registration required.
More info at spillthebeansva.com.

U is for Umbrella. 10:30 a.m. at
Sherwood Hall Lane, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Children 4-5. Free.
Registration required, 703-765-3645.

Lunch Bunch. Noon at John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive.
Children up to age 5 can bring lunch
and enjoy stories. Free. Registration
required, 703-971-0010.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Aldersgate United Methodist Church,
1301 Collingwood Road. Hear the
American Boychoir. Free. Visit
www.aldersgate.net or 703-765-
6555.

Hike. 7:30 p.m. at Huntley Meadows
Park, 3701 Lockheed Blvd. Teens can
take a night hike and search for bats,
beavers and more. Bring a flashlight.
$4/person. Reservations required,
703-768-2525.

SATURDAY/APRIL 18
 Art Exhibit. Noon-5 p.m. The

Kingstowne Area Artists Association,
and other area artists who wish to
exhibit, will have a show and sale of
their work at the Snyder Center,
6450 S. Van Dorn St. Free. Visit
www.kingstowne.org for more.

Old Town Alexandria Homes Tour.
10 a.m.-4 p.m. around Old Town.
Browse flower arrangements and
more. $35/advance; $40/day of
event. Visit www.VAGardentweek.org
or 703-838-5005.

Spring Plant Sale. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at

River Farm. Browse plants, herbs,
vegetables, supplies and more. $3/
nonmember to park. Free admission.
Visit www.ahs.org/river_farm or 703-
768-5700 ext. 114.

Yard Sale. 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at
Alexandria Black History Museum,
902 Wythe St. Browse jewelry,
pottery, cds, electronics and more.
Free. Visit www.alexblackhistory.org.

Fill the Fords with Food. 9 a.m.-3
p.m. at Bushido Studios, corner of
Hayfield Road and Telegraph Road.
Proceeds benefit Our Daily Bread.
Visit www.our-daily-bread.org or
703-273-8829.

Music Performance. 7 p.m. at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 228 S. Pitt
St. Hear the Ars Choralis. Reception
follows. Fundraiser. 202-267-7772.

Art Show. Noon-5 p.m. at Snyder
Center, 6450 S. Van Dorn St. Browse
works by Kingstowne Area Artists
Association. Free. Visit
www.kingstowne.org for more.

Magic Show. 6:30 p.m. at Bishop
Ireton High School. Enjoy strolling
magic until the show starts at 7:30
p.m. $15/person. 703-698-6952.

Harambee Readers. 10:30 a.m. at
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Discuss “Life on the Color
Line” by Gregory Howard Williams.
Free. 703-765-3645.

Gardening With Children. 2 p.m. at
Burke Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children 6-11 can learn how to
garden. Register at 703-228-6414.

Growing Wildflowers. 10 a.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Learn how to grow
spring wildflowers like bluebells and
trout lilies. $12/person. Register,
703-642-5173.

Garden Market. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Browse local vendors
and browse plants, herbs and more.

Free. 703-642-5173.
Healthy Kids Day. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at

YMCA Alexandria, 420 E. Monroe
Ave. Enjoy browsing the interactive
video gym, family swim, healthy food
and more. Free.

Pancake Breakfast. Enjoy all you can
eat from 8:30-11:30 a.m. at Lincolnia
United Methodist Church, 6535 Little
River Turnpike. $5/adult; child free.
703-333-6005.

SUNDAY/APRIL 19
 Music Performance. 7 p.m. at

Church of the Resurrection, 2280 N.
Beauregard St. Hear Buskin &
Batteau with Dulcie Taylor. $15/
adult; $12/member or advance. Visit
www.focusmusic.org or 703-501-
6061.

Music Performance. 2 p.m. at
Schlesinger Concert Hall, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. Hear the Marine
Chamber Orchestra. Free. Visit
www.schlesingercenter.com for
more.

Card Collage. Noon-4 p.m. at
Colasanto Center, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Bring snacks, beverages
and supplies to share. Free, but first
come, first serve. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org or 703-
283-0399.

Music Performance. 4 p.m. at
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. Hear
Doug Bowles, Cindy Hutchins and
Alex Hassan perform. Free, donations
accepted. 703-549-1421.

Opening Reception. 2-5 p.m., see a
photography exhibit by Grace Taylor
and Clifford Wheeler from April 7
through May 31 at Multiple
Exposures Gallery in the Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. Visit
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www.torpedofactory.org or 703-683-
2205.

Bridge Club. 4 p.m. at Sherwood
Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane.
Adults and teens can learn how to
play. Free. 703-765-3645.

Lecture. 3:30 p.m. at Gunston Hall
Plantation, 10709 Gunston Road,
Mason Neck. Learn about the early
days of the plantation. $9/adult; $8/
senior; $5/child. Visit
www.gunstonhall.org for more.

Volunteer Open House. 1-5 p.m. at
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary, 105-
107 S. Fairfax St. Learn about how to
become a volunteer. Free. Visit
www.apothecarymuseum.org or 703-
838-3852.

Doug Bowles Plays Cabaret. 4 p.m.
at the Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Free, donations accepted.

MONDAY/APRIL 20
 Tavern Toddlers. 10:30 a.m.-noon at

Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 N. Royal St.
Toddlers up to 36 months can enjoy
games and more. $7/group of three,
one adult and 2 children; $3/
additional person. Visit
www.gadsbystavern.org or 703-838-
4242.

Yoga for Gardeners. 9:30 a.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Features the Vinyasa
method. $66/six-class session. To
register, 703-642-5173.

Stretch Your Mind. 2 p.m. at
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Children ages 6-
12 can enjoy brain teasers, puzzles
and more. Free. 703-339-4610.

Compost Critters. 3:30 p.m. at
Duncan Branch, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children in

grades 2-5 can join Miss Peggy in
learning how bugs aid in composting.
Free. Register at 703-838-4566 ext.
11.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at the
Birchmere. Hear Halau Ho’omau I ka
Wai Ola O Hawai’I perform with Kola
& Moana Beamer and Raiatea Helm.
Visit www.birchmere.com for more
information.

TUESDAY/APRIL 21
 Read-Along. 10:30 a.m. at Spill the

Beans Coffee House, 1900 Elkin St.,
Suite 4. Bring the children to Spill
the Beans for some read along fun
with StagePlay’s own Heather
Sanderson. Free. Visit
spillthebeansva.com or 703-780-
3561.

Down Came the Rain. 10:30 a.m. at
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Children ages
13-23 months enjoy raindrop stories
and more. Free. Registration
required, 703-339-4610.

Mother-Daughter book Group. 7
p.m. at John Marshall Library, 6209
Rose Hill Drive. Children ages 9-11.
Call for title. Registration required,
703-971-0010.

Evening Book Discussion. 7:30 p.m.
at Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Discuss “Dreams
from my Father” by Barack Obama.
Free. 703-339-4610.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 22
 Alexandria History Awards. 7:30

p.m. at the Lyceum, 201 South
Washington St. Also, the 2009
Alexandria High School History
Awards will be presented by state
Sen. Patsy Ticer to an outstanding
student from each of Alexandria’s
four high schools. A reception will

follow. Free. Visit
www.alexandriahistorical.org or 703-
683-2636.

StoryTime with Colleen! 10:30 a.m.
at Spill the Beans Coffee House, 1900
Elkin St., Suite 4. Free. Visit
spillthebeansva.com or 703-780-
3561.

Small Wonders. 10:30 a.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Children ages 13-23 monthes
enjoy fingerplays, stories and more.
Free. Registration required, 703-971-
0010.

Earth Day Birthday. 10:30 a.m. at
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Children ages 2-5 enjoy
stories and activities. Free.
Registration required, 703-765-3645.

Meet the Author. 2 p.m. at Sherwood
Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane.
Ruth Baja Willliams discusses her
memoir “Detour Berlin.” Free. 703-
765-3645.

Older Adults Book Group. 2 p.m. at
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Discuss
“Presidential Courage: Brave
Leaders” by Michael Beschloss. Free.
703-339-4610.

Writer’s Review. 7 p.m. at
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Free. Bring
works to get feedback. 703-339-
4610.

Dance Invasion. 7 p.m. at the
Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union St.
Jane Franklin Dance performs. Free.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org for
information.

THURSDAY/APRIL 23
 Preschool Storytime. 1 p.m. at

Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Children 3-5 can
enjoy stories, songs and more. Free.
Registration required, 703-339-4610.
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Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner

Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated

 23rd Annual Valor Awards
The Alexandria Chamber of Commerce

cordially invites you to attend
The 23rd Annual Public Safety Valor Awards

Register online at www.alexchamber.com or for more information, please contact:
 Janelle Schmidt, Membership and Special Events Coordinator, Alexandria Chamber of Commerce,

801 N. Fairfax St., Suite 402, Alexandria, VA 22314
Tel: 703-739-3808 Email: jschmidt@alexchamber.com

With special guest narrator
Lindsay Czarniak NBC News4

Thursday, April 30, 2009
Hilton Alexandria Mark Center 5000 Seminary Road

Complimentary parking

Honoring the sacrifices and success of
the City of Alexandria’s police department,

fire department, and sheriff ’s office

Registration begins at 11:15 AM
Lunch and Program begin promptly at 12:00 Noon
Public Rate - $55.00 per person
Public Safety Official and one guest - $40.00 per person
Sponsorship opportunities available

See Bulletin Board,  Page 23

A
n Alexandria
first-grader will
appear in an

upcoming book from
Random House, “Kids’
Letters to President
Obama.” Now 7 years
old, Jon Morgan Petrini
submitted a letter to the
competition late last
year. In it, he expressed
support for the Presi-
dent and offered to
teach him how to bowl.

“Kids’ Letters to Presi-
dent Obama” is edited
by Bill Adler and Bill
Adler Jr. of Adler &
Robin Books Inc., of
Washington, D.C. Jon’s
letter was one of those
chosen by the Adlers
from more than 2,000
letters submitted from
children ages 5 to 15 from around
the country.

Jon is a first-grader at Mount
Vernon Community School in Del
Ray. In addition to bowling, he
loves math, science, and word
games, and he recently won first
place in the K-2 division of a chess
tournament at MVCS that in-

cluded students from three el-
ementary schools.

He became an ardent supporter
of now-President Obama last year
when his mother, Catherine
Petrini, volunteered with the cam-
paign.

Jon is not the first in his family
to be published. His mother is an

Jon Morgan Petrini

People

First-Grader Chosen for Obama Book

author of books for children and
teenagers. His father, Robert Mor-
gan, also works with books, as a
team leader and librarian at the
Library of Congress. The Petrini/
Morgan family lives in Del Ray.

“Kids’ Letters to President
Obama” has a release date of April
14.

To have a notice listed, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Call Rebecca Halik at 703-917-6407
with questions.

OTHER ITEMS
 Bethany House of Northern

Virginia, Inc., www.bhnv.org, is
requesting donations for small gift
bags as part of their Women’s Day
Event on April 30. Bethany House
would like to provide these gifts
for the women victims of domestic
abuse to brighten their day.
Donations can be dropped off at
the administrative office of
Bethany House at 6121 Lincolnia
Road, Suite 303. To make a
financial contribution, visit
www.bhnv.org.

The City of Alexandria is offering
free tax preparation assistance
to qualified residents during the
2009 tax season. Tax preparation
sessions are scheduled from 9 a.m.
until noon on Saturdays, and from
6:30 to 8 p.m. on Wednesdays,
through April 15. The sessions
will be held in the lobby of the
Alexandria Department of Human
Services, 2525 Mount Vernon Ave.
Contact Suzanne Kratzok,
coordinator of community
resources, at 703-838-0762 (703-
836-1493 TTY) for more
information. First come-first serve.

The City of Alexandria has begun
mailing applications for the City’s
Tax Relief Programs for the
Elderly or Totally and

Permanently Disabled. All
previous participants and those
who have requested applications
will be receiving the materials. If
at least 65 years of age as of Nov.
15, 2009, or are permanently and
totally disabled, a resident may
qualify. For more information or
to obtain an application, visit
www.alexandriava.gov/taxrelief
or contact Taxpayer Services at
taxrelief@alexandriava.gov or
703-838-4572.

The Alexandria Commission on
Persons with Disabilities is
seeking nominations for
awards that honor local
residents and organizations.
Nominations must be submitted
by April 30. To find the
nomination form, visit
alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/
humanrights/
awardsNotification.pdf.

The City of Alexandria has mailed
2009 Business Personal
Property Tax returns to all
businesses that were operating in
the City as of Jan. 1, 2009. If a
business does not receive a
business personal property tax
return by April 15, download a
form at www.alexandriava.gov/
businesstax or call 703-838-4570.

SUNDAY/APRIL 12
 Easter Sunrise Service. 7:30

a.m. at Market Square, 301 King
St. Enjoy a continental breakfast

Bulletin Board
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Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church
“Alleluia! Christ is Risen.

The Lord is Risen indeed. Alleluia!”

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive
Worship Service - 10am

Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI, SYNOD…703-549-0155
MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN

CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003
 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406
DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088

FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH....703-671-8557

ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324
CHURCHES- UNITARIAN

MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774
SYNAGOGUES- REFORM

BETH EL HEBREW
CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147

MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577
SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA

CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

St. James’ Episcopal Church
5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, VA

Office:  703-780-3081 • www.stjamesmv.org

Wishing You a Blessed Holy Week and Happy Easter
April 5 – Palm Sunday
8:00 a.m. Reading of the Passion
10:15 a.m. Blessing of the Palms & Procession*

April 9 – Maundy Thursday
6:00 p.m. Upper Room Seder Supper (please RSVP)
7:30 p.m. Solemn Communion with Foot Washing

& Stripping of the Altar
9:00 p.m. Vigil in Garden of Repose until Noon

on Good Friday

April 10 - Good Friday
Noon Vigil Concludes with Communion &

Stations of the Cross in the Wooded Gardens
6:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross in the Gardens for

Children & Families
7:30 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy with Special Cantata

April 12 - Easter Sunday
8:00 a.m. Easter Communion with Special Music
9:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast*
10:15 a.m. Children’s Service with Communion & Special Music*
11:30 a.m. Easter Picnic, Egg Hunt and Games on the Lawn

Visit www. StJamesMV.org for details

Bethany Lutheran Church
2501 Beacon Hill Rd, Alexandria, VA 22306.

Join us in worshiping the Glory of the Lord at our Easter
Sunrise Service at Mt. Comfort Cemetery located at

6600 S. Kings Hwy, Alexandria, VA at
7AM on Sunday April 12.

We welcome guests at our 8:30AM and 11AM
church service at Bethany.

www.bethany-lcms.org
More info (703) 765-8255

*Professional child care available

Seminary Valley
You can always tell that spring

has sprung when you see the
hardy people working in the com-
munity garden just across Holmes
Run. Word is that those plots are
gone, folks, but you still have time
to carve out a little corner of your
yard. At the Jones ranch, we have
the lettuce, carrots and radishes in
… now for a little rain!

Things are hopping at Polk El-
ementary School. PTA President
Elizabeth Atkinson reports that
parents and kids spent a recent
Saturday cleaning out the school
courtyard and getting it ready for
the spring season. The fish are
becoming more active and
everyone’s eyes are open for the
frogs. (Take a gander on Election
Day, it’s something to see!)

If you see children leaving the
school later than usual, remember
that over 60 Polk students are
sparking up their science knowl-
edge in After School Science
classes run by Mad Science. It’s
slime time for these kids who get
to enjoy a gooey hour of sliming
around and many other cool sci-
ence projects! Elizabeth also re-
minds us that Polk students’ shoes
are laced up and ready for walk-
ing to school for a healthy start.

Fitness Fridays are the rage but
every day is a great day to walk to
school.

For the younger set, a new group
has blossomed. The Moms Club of
Alexandria-West is the Virginia
branch of the International Moms
Offering Moms Support. The club,
centered at nearby Landmark
Mall, offers monthly meetings
(kids included) with speakers, dis-
cussions and activities, playgroups
for infants to pre-school age, a
monthly mom’s night out activity,
a book club and babysitting co-op,
fun and educational outings for
members to parks, bookstores and
members’ homes, and community
service projects. Interested? Send
an email to alexvamoms
@yahoo.com . The group serves
zip codes 22304, 22311, 22312
and 22313.

West End issues will be featured
at the April 16 Candidates Forum,
held at Hammond Middle School,
4949 Seminary Road at 7 p.m. The
event is sponsored by the West End
Business Association. Other WEBA
programs include an Earth Day
Eve program on preparing your
business for the realities of Sus-
tainable Development, Climate
Change and Global Warming, and

a networking coffee will be held
from 8 to 9:30 a.m. at the Alexan-
dria School Board Conference
Room on Tuesday, April 21, at
2000 Beauregard St. On May 18,
Michael Kacmar, head of corporate
development and training for
Clyde’s Restaurant Group will
speak at an 11:30 a.m. network-
ing meeting at Mango Mike’s on
Duke Street.

If you are planning to travel this
year, I can heartily recommend
Sydney, Australia. Pat and I just got
back and boy, it was just wonder-
ful.

The weather, of course, was per-
fect, clear and in the 70’s. We
made some side trips to the sub-
urbs on the wonderful ferries
(wish they had those here) and I
can personally attest that jogging
up the Opera House steps makes
you feel like Rocky. Also, my jog-
ging encounter last year with a
camel has now been superseded
by one with a kangaroo. Mr. Kan-
garoo was spotted the last few
days of the trip, in a little beach
town called Huskisson. The white
sands and clear water will sustain
us through the chilly spring.

— Mia Jones

Bulletin Board

Neighborhoods

From Page 22

at Alexandria Presbyterian Church, 2405
Russell Road after. Visit
www.alexandriapress.org or 703-
683-3348.

Sunrise Service. 6:30 a.m. at
Riverside Park. Free, refreshments
served. Sponsored by Good News
Baptist Church. 703-329-2990.

Sunrise Service. 6:15 a.m. at
Woodlawn Plantation, 9000
Richmond Highway. Donations
benefit Route 1 social service non-
profit organizations. 703-360-2989.

MONDAY/APRIL 13
 Public Hearing. 4 p.m. at City Hall,

301 King St. Discuss the budget.
Free. Visit alexandriava.gov for more.

TUESDAY/APRIL 14
 George Washington Student

Leadership Program. High school
juniors and seniors can enjoy this
free program on the character and
contributions of the first president.
Area high schools nominate the
students. E-mail
education@mountvernon.org for
more.

Forum. 7 p.m. at Burgundy Farm
Country Day School. Presentation on
complex social world of childhood.
Visit www.burgundyfarm.org to
register.

THURSDAY/APRIL 16
 Forum. 7 p.m. at Francis Hammond

Middle School. The 10 candidates for
City Council will present ideas and
answer questions. Free. 703-549-
3367 or 703-823-1801.

Budget Meeting. 7 p.m. at Walt
Whitman Middle School, 2500
Parkers Lane. Learn about the 2010
budget. Free. 571-423-1069.
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Recruit Me, Please

See World Wide Web,  Page 16

By Mark Giannotto

Gazette

E
ven before they became two of the
top runners in the Mount Vernon
High School track and field pro-
gram, seniors Shaquille Thomas

and Johnathon McMillon did everything to-
gether.

Friends since early childhood, the pair
was nearly inseparable according to
Thomas’s mother, Susan Crawford.

Thomas, who lived on Fort Belvoir mili-
tary base between 1999 and 2005 began
running in 2000 in a program on base that
his mother helped coach. He convinced
McMillon to join him two years ago.

So now as they chase dreams of running
track in college, the pair has decided to go
through the recruitment process together.

The two don’t look to be the prototypical
recruits who make a college coach salivate.
Neither has finished better than third at the
Northern Region championships during the
outdoor or indoor track seasons and both
have thus far qualified for the state cham-
pionships just once.

“I didn’t really start track seriously until
last year, so I didn’t really have any expec-
tations about recruiting,” McMillon said.

That’s why last year towards the end of
indoor track season, McMillon’s father, Ron,
took his son’s recruitment in a direction
many in this area and around the country
have — to the Internet.

One day while surfing the web checking
out track results, Ron McMillon stumbled
upon a service called beRecruited.com, one
of several online services that, for a fee,
helps connect high school athletes with col-
lege coaches.

Almost immediately, Ron McMillon set up
accounts for both his son and Thomas, post-
ing video he had taken from meets to the
web. A year and a half later, Thomas has
received interest from more than 20 col-
leges, while Johnathan McMillon is slated
to attend Virginia State University on a track
scholarship next fall.

“Usually, they wouldn’t get this kind of
attention unless they were some one-of-a-
kind talent,” said Crawford. “The kids who
don’t make the newspapers need something
like this.”

PART OF THE REASON Avi Stopper got
out of coaching college soccer at the Uni-
versity of Chicago was the misconception
he perceived from recruits and their par-
ents about how to get noticed on the re-
cruiting trail. A co-founder of captainU.com
—  similar to beRecruited.com — and the
author of an e-book on recruiting called
“Make the Team,” Stopper thinks parents

and athletes sometimes don’t understand
how college coaches think.

“A lot of people have the mentality that
the way recruiting works is you go to show-
case tournaments and then you get re-
cruited, but that’s really far from the real-
ity,” said Stopper. “There are 1,000 players
at any given showcase and 50 college
coaches and the odds of a college coach
seeing you play randomly when you’re do-
ing something great is really slim.”

Stopper’s website, captainU, is a web-
based software that helps student athletes
through the recruiting process, helping
them devise a step-by-step strategy to pur-
sue athletic opportunities after high school.

Potential recruits can create a profile on

the site for free, but for $39.95 a month,
captainU advertises access to 15,000 col-
lege coaches, one-on-one counseling and a
personal recruiting coach. Stopper said 90
percent of captainU’s class of 2009 has
signed with a college for next year.

The Web site beRecruited was started
back in 2000 now has more than 150,000
athletes nationwide using its service, includ-
ing 190 from Alexandria, 107 from Fairfax,
53 from Arlington, 31 from Reston, and 27
from McLean.

Jeff Cravens, the president of
beRecruited, thinks the best evidence of just
how many people need help with recruit-
ing is seen in the site’s newest service that
allows parents to register to the site. In less
than a year, more than 11,000 adults have
signed up.

IT HAS BEEN A LONG process for Bishop
Ireton shortstop Frankie Zare as he pursues
a Division-I baseball scholarship. An all-
WCAC second team selection as a junior last

World Wide Web of Recruiting?

Mount Vernon seniors Shaquille Thomas (right) and Johnathon McMillon
(left) have received lots of attention from college coaches thanks to an
internet recruiting service. Here they are pictured handing off the baton
during their first place run in the 4x200-meter relay at this year’s Na-
tional District Indoor Track and Field Championships in Arlington.
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After an impressive showing at a
recruiting showcase, Bishop Ireton
senior Frankie Zare was able to
direct interested college coaches to
his beRecruited.com profile to watch
more video of him in game action.
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Alternative Views
“I would rather have my daughter go into

the guidance office and say this is what I
want to do the rest of my life,” said Bill
Finney, athletic director at Marymount
University, who had one daughter play
basketball at Georgia Tech and another
play for him at Marymount. …

“Instead of throwing away all this
money, put the responsibility on your kids.
Families can do all this on their own. All
they have to do is research what colleges
match both their academic and athletic
needs and reach out to them. A lot of
people are expecting someone to call them
up and say we want you, but that’s just not
how it works.”

— Bill Finney, athletic director,
Marymount University, Arlington

High school athletes,
college coaches
take recruiting to
the Internet.

More at www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Recruit Me, Please

See How Far,  Page 16

By Jason Mackey

Gazette

P
erhaps the only thing as
practiced as Stephanie
Sbardella’s swing may be

her penmanship. After each of the
collegiate softball camps that
Sbardella, a junior third baseman
at South County, attends, she has
made it a point to draft her own
personal thank-you letter to that
school’s coach.

In the past two years, Paul
Sbardella, Stephanie’s father, can
count on one hand how many
times the family has stayed home
for the weekend, instead of elect-
ing to attend some sort of camp
or clinic, aimed at Stephanie’s re-
cruitment as a college athlete.

During one particular weekend
this past winter, the Sbardellas left
Lorton on a Friday morning and
drove to the University of North
Carolina at Pembroke — roughly
350 miles away — for a camp.
Later that day, they drove 167
miles to Charlestown, S.C. and
stayed the night. The next day,
Stephanie Sbardella attended
Charleston Southern University’s
camp until 5 p.m. and then
hopped back in the car for a 10-
hour drive to the University of
Delaware, which was Sunday’s
destination, again for a camp.

“It’s something that she’s really
interested in,” Paul Sbardella said.
“I’m just there to support her. …
But it is a lot of driving.”

Paul Sbardella estimates that
he’s spent between $7,000-
$10,000 on travel expenses and
fees associated with all of the
camps, clinics and competitive
tournaments that his daughter at-
tended during the past year.

At camps Stephanie Sbardella
frequents, players of all ages, not
just college recruits, are welcome.
Some feature instruction. Some
are composed mostly of games.

BY DIRECTING his own program
at the high school level and also
serving as an assistant soccer
coach at Shenandoah University,
Robinson girls’ soccer coach Jim
Rike has been on both sides of

By Rich Sanders

Gazette

H
ere is a look three col-
lege athletes from
Northern Virginia – AJ

Price (South Lakes), Ashley Abed
(Oakton) and Jeff Allen (Lan-
gley). Each is pleased with where
they ended up, but getting there
was completely different for each,
and anything but simple. For
more on Price and Abed, and for
Jeff Allen's walk-on story, see
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

A.J. PRICE, SOUTH LAKES
A.J. Price, a 6-foot-4 inch

football wide receiver at Penn
State University, did not emerge
into a major recruiting prospect
until his senior year in high
school at South Lakes.

That fall season, South Lakes
coach John Ellenberger empha-
sized the Seahawks’ passing at-
tack, and Price had a breakout
season, catching 32 passes for
816 yards and 11 touchdowns.
He averaged 25.5 yards per
catch and earned Second Team
All-State accolades.

Major collegiate football pro-
grams, such as Duke, the Uni-
versity of Michigan, the Univer-
sity of Virginia and Penn State,
contacted Ellenberger in order
to make their intentions known
about recruiting Price.

Each of those programs of-
fered him a football scholar-
ship. “I’m not really one for all

FOR ASHLEY ABED, a 2007
Oakton High graduate, the path
to becoming a women’s college
basketball player at NCAA Div.
2 Anderson University (S.C.)
was an eventful journey.

The 5-10 forward said she al-
ways desired to play college
basketball. During her junior
season at Oakton, Abed be-
lieved she would fit in nicely
with a Div. 2 college program.

Abed had to initiate contact
with some of the schools she
was interested in. Her high
school coach, Fred Priester,
made a highlight tape of Abed
to give to schools.

She elected to accept an of-
fer to play at Francis Marion
University (Florence, S.C.). But
during the summer prior to her
freshmen year at Marion, Abed
learned that a coaching change
had occurred.

Abed did, in fact, like the new
coach. But as
things turned
out, she received
less playing time
than she had
hoped. “It was
kind of my role
to be a verbal
player on the
bench and to be
a practice
player,” said
Abed.

Following the
season, she decided she would
transfer.

Anderson University women’s
coach Jeff Dow, upon learning
about Abed, was interested in
recruiting her. She visited the
campus and met the coach.

“I knew he was a coach I
wanted to play for,” she said.

But again, the school Abed
was ready to attend made a
coaching change. Dow, Abed
learned the summer prior to her
sophomore year, was leaving.
The new coach would be Jim
Brunelli.

Abed, it turned out, had a ter-
rific season. The Anderson team
was not expected to do well as
a result of the late coaching
change, but won the Confer-
ence Carolina championship
and qualified for the NCAA Div.
2 tournament. Abed, a guard-
forward, played 20-plus min-
utes per game.

“Coach Brunelli taught me a
lot about myself,” said Abed. “
It felt really good to play and
help a team win.”

How Far to Go

A junior on South County’s softball team, Stephanie
Sbardella and her family have traveled to college camps
almost every weekend. Below, the map shows one
weekend trip of more than 1,200 miles.
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Local athletes remember the highs
and lows of choosing a college.

Many Kinds of College
Recruiting Experience

AJ Price emerged to become one of the metro area’s
top receivers during his senior season at South Lakes,
drawing the attention of several big-time college foot-
ball programs.

the glamour and all, and I wasn’t
used to being the person being
talked about. I tried to take it in
stride,” said Price.

Price, who graduated in 2008,
will never forget the December
day during his senior year that
Penn State, under legendary coach
Joe Paterno, offered him a schol-
arship. The moment came during
the school day. Ellenberger, teach-
ing an English class, got a call from
Penn State and was told by a mem-
ber of the Nittany Lions’ football
staff that they would make an of-
fer to Price. The teacher-coach im-
mediately found Price to give him
the big news.

“I thought, ‘Wow, not too many
people experience this.’”

Price committed about a month
later during a
weekend visit to
Penn State with
his mother. “I
told my mom on
my birthday, then
I told coach
Paterno … the
next day at
brunch.”

Price said his
recruiting experi-
ence in dealing
with Penn State
was outstanding. His contact per-
son through the process was Penn
State assistant coach Larry
Johnson, a former head coach at
T.C. Williams High in Alexandria.

“I love it [at Penn State],” said
Price, a history major.
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“I told my mom
on my birthday,
then I told coach
Paterno  the
next day at
brunch.”

— A.J. Price

Thousands of dollars and miles,
plus and hundreds of games.

More at www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Sbardella family roadtrip.
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Recruit Me, Please

From Page 14

year, Zare has been actively self-marketing
himself since last summer.

He has gone to several showcase camps,
has his own beRecruited profile with up-
loaded videos, and has followed up with
more than 100 emails to various college
coaches around the country. All of that hard
work came to a head last Monday, when
members of Temple University’s coaching
staff came to watch Ireton’s 5-4 win over
St. John’s.

Although, Zare had one of his worst
games of the season at the plate, going 0-
for-3, it didn’t much matter because the
Temple coaches had already seen plenty of
him in advance.

“I wasn’t really nervous because I knew
they already knew what I was capable of,
so I just played my game,” said Zare, who
hasn’t received an offer yet, but has nar-
rowed his list down to three schools —
Temple, Eastern Kentucky, and St. John’s.
“But I wasn’t sure if he was coming or not,
so if I had known for sure he was going to
be there, I would have been a lot more ner-
vous going in.”

Zare first got noticed by the Temple
coaching staff at a showcase camp in
Woodbridge, Va. He then directed them to
his beRecruited profile, so they could check
out game footage his father, Victor had
posted.

Victor Zare said he considered hiring a
recruiting agency that would have put to-
gether a professional highlight reel for
Frankie, but once he heard the price tag of
between $500 and $2,000, he simply be-

high-level recruitment.
Rike still attends camps as a Shenandoah

representative but also hears about experi-
ences that some of his high school players
have had at them as well.

The defending Virginia AAA state champs,
Robinson has four girls on its current ros-
ter committed to Division-I schools, with
possibly two more on the way. To combat
their rigorous club schedules, Rike has
started to give his players at least one day
off during the week, knowing that they had
spent almost the entire weekend playing
soccer.

“Five of my girls are on one club team,

and they’re approaching al-
most 150 games in a year of
high level, premiere, show-
case games because they
keep going and going and
going,” Rike said. “I worry
about the effect it’s going to
have on their bodies 10 years
down the road.

“From my standpoint, as a
college coach, I only need to
see a kid a couple times to see
whether he can play for me
or not,” Rike continued. “I
don’t see need to see him 40
times. I’ve told my girls that you can have
three or four great games, but all it takes is
one really bad game and that gets set in
the coach’s mind and it evens out.”

Dan Anderson, whose son, Holland
Anderson, plays linebacker for the
Centreville football team, has tried to find
a steady mix. The Andersons did fly to San
Antonio over New Year’s for the U.S. Army
National combine, which included 500 of
the top juniors from across the country.

But the father still wants the sport to be

fun for his son, an approach
that has led the Andersons to
attend only three high-level
combines: the U.S. Army Na-
tional, the Nike Combine and
the Schuman Underclassman
Camp. Dan Anderson said
that his investment in his
son’s recruitment has cost
more than $4,000 to date.

“You can’t overwhelm them
and it’s got to continue to be
fun,” Dan Anderson said.

And just because an athlete
stands out at a camp, doesn’t

mean the college that notices will be a good
match.

“What we find is that kids who go to these
showcases get wrapped up in the recruit-
ing cycle with schools that aren’t good fits
for them,” said Avi Stopper, who co-founded
www.CaptainU.com.

“You get a lot of people who go to show-
cases and often they do get seen, but it
doesn’t make sense and suddenly they have
mismatched colleges on their list. It’s really
conspicuous that it’s not a good fit.”

gan filming his son’s games with his own
video camera and posting them to the web
via beRecruited.

After the Temple coaches saw Frankie’s
video clips, they invited him up to their own
camp this past summer. They liked what
they saw enough to make the trip down last
week.

“After going through this, I think the best
way to get recruited is with video,” said
Victor Zare, who said the Temple coaches
would get back to them by mid-April. “You
can reach out to so many coaches. At these
camps and other things, some just didn’t
even notice Frankie. They send notices like
you’re really important but then you show
up and there are hundreds of kids.”

Sites like beRecruited and captainU are
not for the type of athlete that will demand
the attention from North Carolina basket-
ball or USC football. As Stopper puts it, “The
Dukes of the world have their stuff figured
out, they know who they want to go after.”

STILL, THERE are detractors. Bill Finney,
the athletic director and women’s basket-
ball coach at Division III Marymount Uni-
versity in Arlington calls recruiting websites
“a waste of money,” especially for student-
athletes trying to make it to the Division-I
level.

He says coaches are more savvy than to
believe clips on the web that create the il-
lusion of a basketball player with a 100
percent shooting percentage or a soccer
player whose every pass results in a goal.
With the chances of a professional sports
career after college slim to none, he thinks
recruits should be focusing on everything

but athletics when looking for the
right college.

“I would rather have my daugh-
ter go into the guidance office and
say this is what I want to do the
rest of my life,” said Finney, who
had one daughter play basketball
at Georgia Tech and another play
for him at Marymount.

“Instead of throwing away all
this money, put the responsibility
on your kids. Families can do all
this on their own. All they have to
do is research what colleges match
both their academic and athletic
needs and reach out to them. A lot
of people are expecting someone
to call them up and say we want
you, but that’s just not how it
works.”

WHETHER RECRUITS and their families
want to do it themselves or get some out-
side help, the end result they’re seeking is
the opportunity to continue athletic careers
beyond high school.

The route people take to get there,
though, is up for debate. Even beRecruited’s
Cravens admits his site isn’t the end all for
college recruiting.

“There’s no one way to go about recruit-
ing that works for every coach because
coaches are no different than any other
people,” he said. “They think about things
differently. Whether it’s emails or phone
conversations, they’re just looking for in-
formation, they’re like anyone else. They
don’t make bad decisions, they just make
decisions without information.”

Now that McMillon and Thomas and their
journey from high school athlete to college
freshman is near its completion, Ron
McMillon has begun encouraging Mount
Vernon junior Clive Cameron — a talented
track and field athlete that qualified for last
year’s outdoor AAA state meet in two events
— to create his own beRecruited profile.

And although neither Thomas nor
McMillon knew much about how the web
has changed recruiting before they began
their college search, the results speak for
themselves.

“It made it easier for me to market my-
self, and it makes it easier to contact
coaches,” said Johnathon McMillon. “I was
surprised by the different coaches, I was
surprised so many were interested in me.”

From Page 15

How Far Some Will Go

Web of Recruiting?

LeighAnne Baxter, a senior on
Robinson’s girls’ soccer team,
earned a scholarship to Richmond
after scoring or assisting on every
goal the Rams scored during last
year’s Virginia AAA state tourna-
ment, which her team eventually
won, 2-1, over Battlefield.
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Bishop Ireton shortstop Frankie Zare
was a second team all-WCAC selection
last year and is hoping to play Division-I
baseball next year. He has his list nar-
rowed down to Temple, Eastern Ken-
tucky, and St. John’s. Here is pictured
during last year’s WCAC championship
game against DeMatha.
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“I worry about
the effect it’s
going to have
on their bodies
10 years down
the road.”

— Coach Jim Rike,
Robinson Secondary

“You can’t overwhelm
them and it’s got to
continue to be fun.”

— Dan Anderson, Centreville High
parent
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FREE

300 N Washington Street, Suite 106,
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.683.0777 | www.ftalexandria.com

KNOWN FOR QUALITY & REPUTABLE WORK

SATISFYING CUSTOMERS FOR OVER 15 YEARS
• Residential & Commercial • Asphalt Driveways • Concrete Driveways • Parking Lots

• Patchwork/Repairs • Crack Seal/Repair • Stripping • New Construction
• Property Maintenance • 1-Year Warranty • Free Estimate

• Second Generation Family Owned/Operated • Licensed/Insured
• VA Class A Contractor

KATHMAR ASPHALT CONSTRUCTION
Office: 703-370-3737 Mobile: 703-910-0083

Serving All of Northern Virginia

E-mail announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos and artwork
encouraged. Call Rebecca Halik at 703-
917-6407 with questions.

Westminster Presbyterian Alexandria,
2701 Cameron Mills Road. www.wpc-
alex.org, has a variety of events:

Maundy Thursday, April 9, 7:30
p.m. Worship with Communion

Good Friday, April 10, noon – 3
p.m. Chapel open for silent meditation;
7:30 p.m. Worship service

Easter Sunday, April 12, Worship
services at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m., with
Commonwealth Brass

Grace Episcopal Church, 3601
Russell Road, has programs scheduled
for Holy Week and Easter including 6:30
a.m. liturgy on Good Friday; 6 p.m.
children’s liturgy at 6 p.m. on Good Fri-
day; 10 p.m. Agape Feast on Holy
Saturday; 9 a.m. or 11:15 a.m. Festival
Eucharist on Easter and 10:15 a.m. Eas-
ter Egg Hunt on Easter. Visit
www.gracealex.org or 703-549-9180 for
a full list.

Easter Egg Hunt at Calvary Presby-
terian Church, on Sunday, April 12, will
immediately follow the 10 a.m. Easter
Service.  All preschool and elementary-
aged children are invited to participate
— and are asked to bring a basket.
Maundy Thursday service on April 9 is at
7:30 p.m.  Calvary Presbyterian Church is
located at 6120 North Kings Highway,
Alexandria. Call 703-768-8510.

Summer Camp coming to Messiah.
Camp will run from June 22 to Aug. 28,
7:30-6 p.m. Full and part time available.
Messiah Lutheran Church, 6510 Ft. Hunt
Road. Contact Anndra, 703-765-5003.

Faith
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements

21 Announcements

bob@rstarcomputerman.com
703-535-3254
ComputerMan

for Individuals &
Small Businesses

PERSONAL
COMPUTER
SERVICES

✓ Advice on Equipment
✓ Set Up and Configuration
✓ Installation
✓ Troubleshooting
✓ Tutorials and Instruction
✓ General Help

101 Computers21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Adult Pool Attendant
Weekend positions at community swim-
ming pools throughout Maryland and 
Virginia.   Must  be   able   to    swim.  

Call: 571-730-3001 or 
Email:  chrisg@continentalpools.com

ATTENTION LIFEGUARDS
NOW HIRING lifeguards for the sum-
mer.  We offer training & flexible sched-
ules. FT/PT positions in   MD, VA & DC.  
Apply online communitypools.com

or Call:  1-800-966-2500 

COMMISSION SALES
Needed to sell services for professional 

firm in Alexandria.  Sales experience 
preferred  Generous commission/flexi-

ble  hours.  Fax or email resume to 
703-780-1551/info@screenthem.comEDUCATION

FREE RENT & MAKE  A
DIFFERENCE HELPING  

INDIVIDUALS WITH  DISABILITIES TO 
LIVE INDEPENDENTLY IN THEIR OWN 

HOME
We are looking for the right individual to live 
rent free with two people with disabilities in 
their own home. The live in must be there 
overnight as a safety net and assist/monitor the  
individuals  for  about  an  hour  in  the morn-
ing as they  prepare for work.  Excellent ac-
commodations in great neighborhoods with 
community rooms, swimming pool, close to 
universities, shopping, gyms, etc.  For more in-
formation, email sgreen@csi-va.org or call 
(703) 913-3150. Our website can be accessed 
at Community Systems, Inc. or csi-va.org. Our 
office  is  at   8136    Old   Keene   Mill    Road
Suite B-300, Springfield, Va. 22152

Entry Level Sales Mgmt
Searching for a self-motivated individual to 
be a Team Leader.  You will manage a team 
within the industry’s finest Canvass Opera-
tion.  Requirements include desire to excel, 
ability to speak persuasively and effectively 
with all different personalities. Knowledge 
of Microsoft Excel is a must.  We offer a pd 
professional training program; solid base + 
great incentives; 1st year  potential  $55K+;  
benefits & 401K. Call Philip McPhail today!  

301-560-1408
www.thompsoncreek.com

Executive Director
P/T. Mount Vernon At Home, newly-
formed nonprofit whose mission is to 
help seniors remain in their homes by 
providing support services and social ac-
tivities, seeks ED to launch and oversee 
membership recruitment, fundraising, 
new service development, operations 
and administration. Full description at 
www.mountvernonathome.org. 

F/T DENTAL ASSISTANT
Exp’d Dental Assistant needed for busy 
family practice in Burke.  For more info 
call: 703-250-5790.  Fax or email re-
sume: 703-250-2935,  bita@drhsed.com

F/T STAFF ACCOUNTANT
Seeking degreed accountant w/at least 5 
yrs exp.   Mon-Fri,  Fairfax City location. 
Resps incld: A/P, A/R, Genr’l ledger, 
cash flow & financial statement report-
ing.  Excel salary & benefit pkg. Must 
pass criminal background check. Submit 
references & salary requirements with 
resume to asax@alsi.us.com.

HAIR STYLIST
Busy, very friendly, family oriented sal-
on has booth space available for rent. 
Alexandria area near Braddock Metro 
Station.  Call Amy 703-548-6034.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

LEARN A TRADE AT 
MOUNT VERNON

Seeking individuals for seasonal cos-
tumed historic interpreter positions at 
George Washington’s Distillery, Grist-
mill, Pioneer Farm and Blacksmith 
Shop.  Contact Steve Bashore 703-799-
6805, sbashore@mountvernon.org, via 
Fax 703-780-8320 or postal mail - P.O. 
Box 110. Mount Vernon, Va 22121

Medical Office Insurance
Clerk

Immediate FT opening in busy pediatric 
office in Alexandria, M-F, 10-6.  Please 
call Lee-Ann at 703-914-8989, ext 128

MYSTERY SHOPPERS
Mystery Shoppers earn up to $150 a day.  

Under cover shoppers needed to judge retail 
and dining establishments.  Exp. not req’d.  

Some Fees may apply.   877-448-3385

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

P/T RECEPTIONIST
Needed for busy chiropractic physical

therapy practice.  Email resumes to

stw123@cox.net

Part-time  Facilities/Security
Assistant

Christ Church - Alexandria 

Campus security, 20 hours/week, 
evening and weekends, includes 
light cleaning and maintenance.  Re-
spond in writing to James Chiriaco, 
Facilities Manager, Christ Church, 
118 N. Washington St. Alexandria 
22314

Train Practice Succeed
Earn your real estate license in less than a month!
Ask about our fabulous FREE Training Program!

CLASSES BEGIN APRIL 14th!
Call 703-836-1464

SALON & SPA
F/Srv Salon & Spa hiring 

Lic. Stylist w/wo clients.  S/BONUS
571-263-3002

Seasonal Concession Supervisor
Great Waves Regional Park, Alexandria.
Start immediately. 40 hrs/week. $15.65/hr. 
Supervise very busy water park concession.
Must have a safe driving record. Must be at 
least 18 years old. Must possess or have the 
ability to obtain Food Operators Certifica-
tion. Apply on line, www.nvrpa.org or call 
Eric, 703 960-0767 ext 101.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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ClassifiedClassified Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

REPAIR SOLUTIONS

703-932-5078

•KITCHENS/BATHS •HANDYMAN A-Z
•”HONEY DO” JOBS WELCOME

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

“Call For Special Promotions”
Countertops, Floors, Cabinet

Replacements & Refinishing, Cust.
Painting, Complete Interior Remodeling
Free Estimates • Excellent References

Call Thomas Martins
703-327-1889

Established 1988

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

Deck, Porch, Fence, Stamped Concrete,
Stone, Paver, Driveway, Patio, Walkway,

Retaining Wall, Landscape, Design & Build,
Full Ground Maintenance

703-619-1133 • 703-599-2300
verdescapesllc.com

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

SPRING SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

MARLEN’S MAIDS
Residential / Commercial     

Call Marlen at 571-643-6849
Reasonable rates           

Professional cleaning 
services

wekly/bi-wkly mnthly
move in/out 

Carpet cleaning
marlensmaids@hotmail.com
15% OFF WITH AD!

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

DECKS

DECK RENEWAL
High Pressure

CLEANING/SEALING
● Fencing 

●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

SPRING
CLEAN-UP

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

PAINTING

Thomas Martin’s

Int. & Ext. Painting
Wallpaper rem. & install.

Custom Decorating
Kitchen Rem.

703-327-1889
Free Est. Est. 1988

Custom
Decorating

& Painting

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

CLEANING LANDSCAPING

Give me 
where to stand,
and I will move

the earth.
-Archimedes

TAX RETURN PREPARER
is completing 1st Season. 

Georgetown Un. BS w/experience 
in Finance & Banking 

seeks tax return work year 
round.

Hourly rates OK. 
703-629-1271

109 Prof. Services 109 Prof. Services

SOUTH RIVER MARINA
Edgewater, MD

Seasonal Hi & Dry Boat Storage
as low as $1,000

Annual Hi & Dry Boat Storage
as low as $1800

Lift slips from $4500

410-798-1717    301-261-4985

207 Boats 207 Boats

3 RE for Rent
3 RE for Rent

Burke, VA. To rent a one bed 
room basement with its own 
Salon, full bath, kitchen and 
entrance call 703-298-2106

FOR RENT 2br/1bth duplex
nr. BelleView. renov. kit.
new carpet/tile, st.prk.,
yard, fence. Avail. 4/15

$1150+dep. 703-780-4752

4 RE for Sale

Fort Washington
$1,150,000-REDUCED

Potomac River Waterfront
‘04 Contemp col, close to 
Nat'l Harbor & 495, gourmet 
kitchen, 2 fps, 5 bdrms, 5,5 
baths, 1st flr pvt guest suite, 
lg master suite, sauna & 
more. Call Mary Smirnow, 
Long & Foster 301-203-3145

Fort Washington 
$1,600,000

Spectacular Waterfront 
with Private Pier

200 ft of water frontage, 
spacious open floor plan, 
gourmet kitchen, gleaming 
hardwood flrs, 2nd kitchen, 5 
bdrms, 5.5 fbs, huge master 
suite w/fp, Quick commute to 
DC Call Mary Smirnow, 
Long & Foster 301-203-3145

Fort Washington 
$449,000

On The Golf Course
Beautifully finished & main-

tained col w/4 bdrms, 3 fbs, 
granite counters & more on 
quiet cul-de-sac. Mary Smir-
now, Long & Foster 301-
203-3145

Fort Washington 
$495,000

Potomac View
All brick, 5 bdrms, 2 fps, 
lg Rec Room, w/wet bar & 
Billiard room, Tantallon on 
the Potomac. Mary Smirnow, 
Long & Foster, 301-203-
3145

Fort Washington 
$995,000

Executive Caliber on the 
Golf Course

Completely renovated, Qual-
ity Throughout, Granite 
Counters, Italian Tile Murals, 
Lg Rec Room w/Wet Bat & 
FP, Spacious & Exceptional, 
6 bedrms, 4.5 Baths, Library 
& More Easy commute to 
Wash, DC Mary Smirnow, 
Long & Foster, 301-203-
3145

12 Commercial Lease

Old Town Alex
Ground floor space, 1st 
flr on King St, 2 blocks 
metro, 350 sq ft with 

parking for 1 car. 
Reasonable. Call Mrs 
Lasker 703-765-7583

21 Announcements

Double Cemetery Plot - 
Alexandria

Cemetery package with 
burial space & internment 

rights for 2 + granite
base & marker installation - 

Mt Comfort in Alexandria 
area of Fairfax County, Va - 
$6500 (current value over 

$13,000 - moved from area) 
-540-869-0030

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

29 Misc. for Sale

FOR SALE Pool Membership
in great community pool, Little 
Hunting Park. Cost of Share is 
$550 plus $100 transfer fee.
Call Carole at 703-768-6075

34 Pets

REPTILE Show & Sale!
Live Reptiles,

Buy, Sell, Trade. Sat.
1/10/09, 9am-3pm.

$7.00/person Community 
Center, 100 Largaret Ln. 

Havre De Grace, MD 
(Rte 155 & I-95 exit 89) 

Info: 410/526-4184,
www.pythons.com

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995
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ABC LICENSE
Leopold Imports, LLC trading as Leopold 
Imports, LLC, 106 W. Cedar St, Alexandria, VA 
22301-2620. The above establishment is apply-
ing to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCO-
HOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Wine Im-
porter license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Paul Scolese, Managing member

Alexandria Board of Architectural Review
Parker-Gray District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

====================================
=========================
A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria 
Board of Architectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, APRIL 22, 2009 begining at 7:30 PM in 
Council Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications:

CASE BAR2009-0057
Request for approval of alterations to previously 
approved plans at 401 N. Payne St, zoned RB 
Residential
APPLICANT: Stephanie Dimond

CASE BAR2009-0058
Request for approval of demolition/encapsula-
tion at 702 N. Patrick St, zoned RB Residential
APPLICANT: Alamin & Nadia Negash

CASE BAR2009-0059
Request for approval of addition/alterations at 
702 N. Patrick St, zoned RB Residential
APPLICANT: Alamin & Nadia Negash

Information about the above item(s) may be 
obtained from the Department of
Planning and Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Room 2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 838-4666

Legal Notice

The City of Alexandria has been selected to 
receive $30,939.00 in order to aid the City's 
emergency food and shelter programs. Any 
public or private voluntary agencies who wish to 
apply for funds from the Emergency Food and
Shelter Program should contact Peter Afambo 
of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Arlington 
(200 N. Glebe Road, Suite 506, Arlington by 
calling 703-841-3830. Interested agencies may 
also get an application by emailing 
pafambo@ccda.net. All applications must be 
received by April 17, 2009.

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING DEPARTMENT

REQUEST FOR CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP 
AND/OR MINOR AMENDMENT

The applicants listed below have requested a 
special use permit for a change of ownership.
The Director of Planning and Zoning may 
approve the permits unless a request that the 
application be forwarded to City Council is 
received by April 30, 2009.

For information about this application, call 703-
838-4666 or write to the Alexandria Department 
of Planning and Zoning, Room 2100, City Hall, 
301 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

SPECIAL USE PERMIT # 2009-0017

ADDRESS: 1019 King Street

Request for a Change of Ownership
Applicant: King Thai Kitchen, Inc.

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2009-0022

ADDRESS: 3108 B Mount Vernon Ave

Request for a Change of Ownership
Applicant: Nguyen Tuong Thien

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ALEXANDRIA TRANSIT COMPANY

A Public Hearing to receive public input on the 
proposed service reductions and restructuring 
will be held on Thursday, April 23, 2009, at 
5:30 p.m., in the Sister Cities Conference 
Center, Room 1101, City Hall, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, VA 22314.

The proposed service reductions and 
restructuring plan include:

* Elimination of weekday midday, 
Saturday and Sunday AT2 service on King 
Street between the King Street Metro Station, 
Old Town, and the Braddock Road Metro 
Station.

* Service between Bashford Lane and 
the Braddock Road Metro Station will be 
provided by an alternate route extension during 
off-peak and weekend periods.

* Elimination of weekday midday and 
Saturday service on the AT4 route

* Service to the Lee Center, South 
Royal, Gibbon and Franklin Streets, South 
Payne, Jefferson and South Fayette Streets will 
be eliminated.
* Service between Slaters Lane and 
the Braddock Road Metro Station will be 
provided by an alternate route extension during 
off-peak and weekend periods.

* Elimination of weekday midday, 
Saturday and Sunday service on the AT3-4 
Loop 

If approved, the changes become effective July 
19, 2009.

Paul R. Abramson, Chairman

Regards,

Marlene D. Jones
marlene.jones@alexandriava.gov
703.370.3274 (x610)
703.370.3404/Fax

OBITUARY
Barbara M. Davis passed away after a long 
and courageous battle with Breast Cancer on 
April 6, 2009. Barbara was the beloved wife of 
Walter C. Davis, Jr.; loving mother of David W. 
Davis and wife Donna, Donna Plunkett and hus-
band Kevin; proud grandmother of Ryan, Sarah, 
Patrick, Melissa, Shannon, Daniel , and Mi-
chael; sister of Patricia Trader of Alexandria, VA 
and pre-deceased brother, Roger Mothershead 
of Leedstown, VA and is survived by a host of 
friends.

She was born in Leedstown, VA and resided 
with her loving husband, Walter of 52 years in 
Alexandria, VA. Barbara was active in the com-
munity, member of Jaycee-Wives, past Presi-
dent of Ki-Wives, past member of Alexandria 
Hospital's Board of Lady Managers, Volunteer-
ing for American Cancer Society and Caring 
Collection, Inc. Visitation will be at Everly-
Wheatley Funeral Home, 1500 West Braddock 
Rd, Alexandria, VA 22302, on Wednesday, April 
8th at 2-4 and 6-8pm and the funeral will be at 
Grace Episcopal Church, 3601 Russell Rd, 
Alexandria, VA 22305 on Thursday, April 9, 
2009 at 10:00am. Interment will be at Ivy Hill, 
2823 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22302. Memo-
rial contributions may be made to Grace Episco-
pal Church, American Cancer Society Relay for 
Life, Caring Collection Inc., 1692 N. Harbor 
Court, Annapolis, MD 21401

OBITUARY
PEGGY J. SHOWALTER on Sunday March 29, 
2009 at George Washington University Hospital. 
Mother of Patricia (Bart) McGovern, Heidi 
(James) Lutz and Elizabeth Showalter; sister of 
Patsy Krearner and Nancy Brittle. Also survived 
by six grandchildren. The family will receive 
friends from 11am until time of memorial service 
until 12 noon on Thursday April 9 at MURPHY 
FUNERAL HOME OF ARLINGTON, 4510 
Wilson Blvd, Arlington, VA. Interment private. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be 
made to ASPCA@aspca.org/donate.

Legal Notices Legal Notices

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Community

Opening Day for
Little League

The family of the late Alexander A. Beiro was honored with a special tribute during
the opening day ceremonies.  In Beiro’s will he stipulated that he would sponsor two
Alexandria Little League teams in perpetuity.

Team mates from Halt Buzas & Powell Ltd.
get together to hold onto their hats in the
gusty winds last Saturday morning.

Players from the Bradlee Barber Shop
team regroup by the gate.

Cam Butler of Euille Associates Team
caught one of the first pitches.  Bryce
Simpson (not pictured) of Simpson Devel-
opment Team caught the others. Alex Beiro’s son Greg throws out on of

the first pitches at Simpson Field.

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet
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