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E
xpect King Street to be
a little bit dimmer this
year. Those holiday
decorative lights that

have been illuminating the trees
along the Old Town corridor since
2007 will be taken down this sum-
mer if not sooner. Restricting the
lights to a three-month holiday
season will save $42,000, al-
though not everyone was happy
with the belt tight-
ening. Vice Mayor
Del Pepper op-
posed the cut,
even making a last
minute pitch to
her colleagues
moments before
the final budget
vote Monday
night.

“I would really
like to see this come back,” Pep-
per said during the last work ses-
sion.

“Bah humbug,” responded
Councilman Justin Wilson.

Like many other city programs
and services, the festive lights on
King Street trees will be discontin-
ued as a result of City Council’s
adoption of an operating budget
for fiscal year 2010. Council mem-
bers unanimously approved the
$530-million general fund operat-
ing budget Monday night, raising
the tax rate from 84.5 cents to 90.3
cents for every $100 worth of as-
sessed value. That will increase the

average tax bill by
$76.

“I’m one of the
residents who saw
his property go up
for the first year
after a couple of
years of decline,”
said Councilman
Rob Krupicka,
whose assessment

rose from $1,216,590 in 2008 to
$1,256,050 in 2009. “So I’m go-
ing to be paying a little more this
year.”

ALTHOUGH THE FINAL vote
was unanimous, council members
have been haggling over budget
items since City Manager Jim
Hartmann proposed a $524-mil-
lion operating budget in February.
Hartmann recommended a tax
rate of 88.7 cents for every $100
of assessed value, which was cal-
culated to keep the average resi

Say goodbye to the deco-
rative lights on King
Street, which will be cut
back as a result of the
City Council’s approved
budget this week.

Average residential property tax bill
will increase from $4,227 to $4,303.

“Regrettably, we
are going to have
some employees
lose their jobs.”

— City Manager
Jim Hartmann
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A
lexandria Old Town
residents Elizabeth
Chimento and Poul

Hertel received the City of
Alexandria’s first annual Ellen
Pickering Environmental Excel-
lence Award on Saturday, April
25, during Earth Day activities.
The award recognizes resi-
dents, groups, and organiza-
tions that have demonstrated a
commitment to protecting the
natural environment and pro-
moting environmental

Eco-Award on an Ecology-Minded Day

Frances Pickering, the daughter of Ellen Pickering talks about her mom and Earth
Day and the award, the first Ellen Pickering Award about to be given at
Saturday’s event.

Elizabeth Chimento and
Poul Hertel greet friends
after receiving the Ellen
Pickering Environmental
Excellence Award from
the city.

Transportation and
Environmental Services
staff William Skraback
and Lalit Sharma unfurl
the environmental
pledge commitment that
the mayor and the com-
mission members signed
at the 2009 Earth Day.
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See Council Notebook,  Page 12

News

Attorney from Richmond
Although he doesn’t officially start his new job until next week,

Alexandria City Attorney James Banks went behind closed doors
Tuesday night to discuss the possibility of appealing the recent
ruling of federal Judge James Cacheris in a lawsuit Norfolk
Southern filed against the city last year. The executive session took
place moments after Banks was formally announced as the suc-
cessor to former City Attorney Ignacio Pessoa, who retired in
December.

A native of Bridgeton, N.J., Banks grew up in Salem, N.J., be-
fore receiving a bachelor’s degree in sociology from Gettysburg
College in Pennsylvania and a juris doctorate from the University
of Virginia. He’s been a vice mayor, deputy commonwealth’s at-
torney and a substitute judge in Richmond’s Thirteenth Judicial
District. The new city attorney currently serves as member of the
Virginia Law Foundation board of directors and the Metropolitan
Washington Airports Authority board of directors. When asked
about Virginia’s limitations on city governments, he said the Dillon
Rule was instituted during a time when city governments were
distrusted. “That era has long ago passed,” said Banks, the city’s
first African-American city attorney.

Ghost of Downside Risk
For months, the specter of “downside risk” has haunted City

Hall. Essentially, that means the city is down in the dumps and
things could get worse if the economy continues to tank. Accord-
ing to the April financial report, the city’s unemployment rate has
spiked to 5.1 percent — the highest since 1994. Meanwhile, the
vocabulary of “downside risk” has been adopted and maintained
over the months.

“The turbulence in the credit markets and the uncertainty of
future consumer spending still leaves some downside risk to the
city’s future revenue projections,” wrote City Manager Jim
Hartmann in the latest monthly update. “The economy has been
in recession since December 2007, and as of this month, the cur-
rent recession officially becomes the longest since World War II.”

Hartmann quoted noted investor Warren Buffett’s comments
about the “freefall” of business activity “at a pace that I have never
before witnessed.” Then came a raft of troubling statistics that
show the office vacancy rate doubling over the last year, with one
out of every 836 properties in Alexandria currently in foreclosure.
Although retail sales taxes receipts were down only 3 percent over
the last year, other forces may have been at work.

“Sales tax receipts would have decreased further but for the
opening of a second Best Buy in the city,” Hartmann concluded.

Swine Fever
“Don’t panic.”
That’s the advice of city officials to those concerned about swine

flu, a respiratory disease caused by type A influenza virus that
usually causes influenza in pigs. With confirmed cases spreading
from Mexico into the United States, Alexandria health officials
are closely monitoring events and have moved to make pharma

James Banks is formally introduced as Alexandria’s
new city attorney Tuesday night.

Council Notebook

Geoffrey Oldland cheers as the show gets under way.

Taylor Swift performs a private concert at Bishop Ireton High School.

Taylor Swift
At Bishop
Ireton

The student body of Bishop
Ireton High School was treated
Tuesday, April 28, to a private con-
cert by 19-year old award winning
singer/songwriter Taylor Swift.
Winning a contest sponsored by
Verizon Wireless, the school quali-
fied for having the most qualified
entries of Verizon text messages,
the total number was recorded at
19,285. The total surpassed the
nearest competitor by 3,000 calls.
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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

W
ith numerous challenges facing the city’s
special-education services, now the sys-
tem is bracing for new leadership.

Michael Romanelli, who has been director of the
public school system’s special-education services,
announced this week that he will be retiring. The
departure comes during a time when many parents
are frustrated with how special-education services
are delivered in the city. After Superintendent Morton
Sherman reorganized the department, he informed
Romanelli that he would be welcome to apply for a
new executive director position overseeing special
education. But Romanelli declined.

“At this time in my life, I want to retire and be my
own boss,” said Romanelli, who has been with Alex-
andria City Public Schools since 2006. “I’m looking
at other job opportunities.”

Romanelli’s departure comes at a time when the
school system is under intense pressure to improve
its special-education services. Last year, an audit by
state officials concluded that Alexandria schools are

not meeting the needs of its special-needs popula-
tion. Many of the problems centered on how the In-
dividualized Education Programs — known as IEPs
— are written, with auditors finding that many of
the documents lack measurable goals and educa-
tional performance measures. Auditors also found
that the city was inappropriately sending students
out of district, lacking adequate discipline procedures
and failing to re-evaluate students with disabilities
to make sure they are still eligible for services.

“The documentation is not up to snuff,” said
Romanelli. “Teachers need to spend more time col-
lecting and analyzing data.”

MANY PARENTS of children who receive special-
education services praised Romanelli’s leadership
over the last three years. David Cordell, who is a
former chairman of the special-education advisory
committee, described Romanelli was a “breath of
fresh air” who made improvements to how the sys-
tem operated.

“I’m disappointed,” said Cordell. “He’s been a
wonderful director.”

Others were sharply critical of the superintendent.
Paul Wilson, another member of the advisory com-
mittee, said he interpreted Romanelli’s retirement
as a termination brought after he expressed concerns
about Alexandria’s special-education services.

“This is classic revenge against a whistleblower,”
said Wilson. “And it stinks.”

City’s Special Ed in Transition
Director of the school’s
special-education services
to retire this summer.
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www.partnersinrealestate.com • Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

David W. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-660-6789

Cell: 703-472-7713

Robert B. Burroughs
703-370-0808

Cell 703-856-2426

MORE ALEXANDRIA PROPERTIES

ALEXANDRIA CITY BRIGADOON
• Charming Three level all-brick Townhome with Two Generous Master Suites, Three Full and One Half Baths
• Located in a small, lovely enclave of upscale residences inside the Beltway
• Beautiful Dining Room and Living Room with hardwood floors, crown mouldings and full masonry
   wood-burning fireplace and French doors to custom Deck
• Updated Kitchen with Corian Counters, Cherry Cabinets, and Stainless Appliances
• Versatile Lower Level Features a Den/Office or 3rd Bedroom and huge Family Room with full
   masonry wood-burning fireplace, wet-bar, crown moulding and French doors to private fenced Deck.
Dir: 395 to Duke St E; R S Pickett St; R Valley Forge; L Gretna Green to 108 on right.

Reduced Price ................................................................ $479,000

ALEXANDRIA COLLINGWOOD
• One Block to GW Parkway and Bike Trails
• Waynewood Elementary School Area
• Inground Pool – Great Outdoor Summer Parties
• Three Level Split w/Nice Curb Appeal
• Mature, meticulously maintained grounds
• Sunroom Addition spans depth of House
• Expanded Master Bedroom and Bath
• Oversized One-Car Garage w/Storage

THREE VILLAMAY OFFERINGS
GW Pky from Old Town, R Tulane, follow Partners signs to Villamay

ALEXANDRIA VILLAMAY
• Quiet, Cul-de-Sac Location with Winter River Views
• Custom-designed by Original Owner – Built by Gene May
• Turnkey Condition – Totally Remodeled – Top to Bottom
• Granite and Cherry Kitchen – Marble Bathrooms
• Crown Mouldings – Recessed Lighting – Refinished Hardwoods
• Master Suite incorporates an Office/Nursery/Exercise area
• Cozy Family/Recreation Room w/Fireplace and Wet Bar
• Expansive Foyer w/Multiple Mouldings & Recessed Lighting
• Large, Independent Home Office on Lower Level
• Two-Car Garage with Ceramic Flooring
Reduced Price..........................................$779,000

ALEXANDRIA VILLAMAY

Prices beginning at...............................$1,239,000

• Elevated, over one-half acre lot on cul-de-sac
• Looks East to the Potomac River and GW Parkway
• Choose from SIX diverse Models - 2,800 to 4,500 Square Feet
• Model Shown is the POTOMAC – over 4,000 finished feet
   on  two levels + Full Unfinished Basement with 3-car garage
• Standard Features include Hardi Plank Exterior,
   Extensive Hardwoods, Granite Kitchen, 9 Ft. Ceilings
   on All Levels, Two-Car  Garage, Media Package and MORE
• Local Builder with Design Center located in Alexandria
• Attractive Financing Packages Available

ALEXANDRIA VILLAMAY

Offered at.................................................$875,000

• Elegance in the best Southern Tradition
• Beautifully appointed throughout
• New Energy Star Granite Kitchen w/Breakfast Bar
• Bose Surround Sound System in Family Room
• Extensive Mouldings & Recessed Lighting
• Custom Farrow & Ball Paints and Papers
• Architectural Shingle Roof w/Bronze Snow Eagles
• Whole House Security System
• Irrigation System
• Custom Cedar Pergola and Slate Patio
• The List of Upgrades goes On and On

SHOWN BY APPOINTMENT WITH LISTING AGENT FROM 1-5 SUNDAY

OPEN  SUNDAY 1-5

OPEN  SUNDAY 1-5

Offered at...................................$525,000CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

RECORD LOW INTEREST RATES and ATTRACTIVELY PRICED HOMES
NOW’S THE TIME TO GET SERIOUS ABOUT BUYING

• Custom-built ENORMOUS COLONIAL on Cul-de-sac
• 5 bedroom SPLIT LEVEL with Sunroom addition
• 5 bedroom remodeled RAMBLER with RIVER VIEW
• Remodeled 3-level FARMHOUSE on Corner lot
• Rarely Available Remodeled HISTORIC OLD TOWN ESTATE on Expansive Grounds

Give us a call for pricing and particulars for each property.

NEW EXCITING ALEXANDRIA LISTINGS COMING SOON!

From Page 1

News

dential property tax bill the same
as last year. But then in March, the
council voted to advertise a maxi-
mum tax rate of 90.5 cents for ev-
ery $100 of assessed value.

“People are tightening up their
household budgets, and they are
facing great uncertainty in their
economic future,” said Council-
man Tim Lovain, who unsuccess-
fully argued for a tax rate of 89.7
cents for every $100 of assessed
value. “So I just think we need to
take extraordinary measures to
keep taxes as low as possible.”

Lovain’s proposal would have
paid for the lower tax rate by de-
creasing the amount of cash the
city used to pay for capital
projects. But other council mem-
bers balked at the idea of increas-
ing the amount of borrowing —
especially with some economic
projections showing the recession
could last well into next year and
perhaps beyond that. In the end,
council members raised the tax
rate to 90.3 cents for every $100
of assessed value.

“My colleague, with all due re-
spect, is essentially proposing that
we borrow from tomorrow to pay
today,” said Wilson. “I don’t sup-
port that.”

FOR THE FIRST time since
1994, the city’s tax base is ex-
pected to decline in 2009. City of-
ficials estimate that the tax base
will decline 2 percent in 2009 and
5 percent in 2010. The overall as-
sessed value of real property in
Alexandria decreased by about
$724 million this year, with the
average assessed value for residen-
tial properties decreasing from
$500,234 in 2008 to $476,490 in
2009. Because 31 percent of the

city’s revenues come from residen-
tial property taxpayers, the decline
in assessed value has created the
need for tighter budgeting.

“Regrettably, we are going to
have some employees lose their
jobs,” said Hartmann Monday
night, adding that he had signed
a reduction-in-force order earlier
in the day. “But that contribution
positions us for better accommo-
dating the city’s future.”

In its final form, the budget that
will begin on July 1 will eliminate
117 positions from the govern-
ment and freeze salaries for those
who remain. Because of a hiring
freeze, most of those eliminated
jobs are vacant. But city officials
estimate that about 20 current
employees will be laid off as a re-
sult of the cutbacks.

“Alexandria continues to face its
most serious fiscal decline in more
than 30 years,” said Mayor Bill
Euille in a written statement is-
sued shortly after the unanimous
vote. “City Council’s actions are
the next step in confronting the
fiscal challenges we may continue
to face next year.”

Changes that council made to
the city manager’s proposal in-
cluded adding $610,000 for social
safety net programs, $600,000 for
DASH bus replacement, $1.4 mil-
lion for a capital improvement
project at Polk Elementary School
and $287,000 for economic devel-
opment priorities. Council mem-
bers also authorized an increase
to the cigarette tax, raising it from
70 cents a pack to 80 cents a pack,
which budget officials estimate
will bring in an extra $400,000.

“We’ve got to steel ourselves for
the rough waters ahead,” said
Councilman Ludwig Gaines. “I
hope we have done enough to
shore up the safety net.”

Jobs To Be Eliminated

Mayor Bill Euille looks over last minute details before
voting for raising taxes on residential property owners.
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Old Town Paint & Plaster
LOCAL PROFESSIONALRELIABLE PROMPT

Interior/Exterior

Plaster/Drywall

Carpentry/Trim

Pressure Washing

Whole Home Makeovers

Quality Painting

Install & Repair

Crown Moldings

Deck Maintenance

Budget Remodels

Enhancing The Value of Real Estate
Call Today!

703-683-0044
Or Email OldtownPaint@att.net

On April 25th, 743 volunteers made a
difference for hundreds of Alexandria
residents. By repairing broken
cabinets, adding safety handrails,
replacing old appliances, and
installing energy-efficient upgrades,
exceptional people volunteered across
the City for homeowners and non-
profit agencies serving those in need.

Rebuilding Together Alexandria
preserves and revitalizes homes and
communities, assuring that the elderly,
physically-challenged, veterans, and
families in need, live safely in their
homes.  Thanks to this year’s key
sponsors, we will continue to make a
difference… one home at a time.

2210 Mount Vernon Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22301
703.836.1021
www.rebuildingtogetheralex.org
info@rebuildingtogetheralex.org

Booz Allen Hamilton
City of Alexandria

Freddie Mac
HDR, Inc.

Mirant Potomac River LLC
New Horizons Computer

Learning Centers

Beautifully restored, Old Town Alexandria detached house
renovated in 2004. 2,340 sq feet, 3 bedooms (2 master
suites), 3 full baths, one 1⁄2 bath, chef’s kitchen, open floor
plan, beautiful rear patio, 2 porches.  Offered @ $1,350,000.

News

T
.C. Williams High
School held its
annual Titan Expo in
Chinquapin Park on

Sunday, April 26. The Expo
raises money for the Larry Trice
Vocational Scholarships.

Titan
Expo

Emma Goeas aims at the
target to sink assistant
principal Peter Balas.

Students in the Cosmetology class worked on braiding
hair throughout the afternoon under the shade of the
trees at the park. Pictured is Jazzmine Steele, Tiara
Peterson and the Cosmetology instructor Patricia Farrar.

George Alberts cools off
with a snowcone await-
ing a chance to dunk the
next contestant.
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VOTE MAY 5th
For

REDELLA S. “DEL” PEPPER
VOTE DEMOCRATIC

Euille for Mayor - Donley, Krupicka, Lovain, Pepper,
Smedberg & Wilson for Council.

Polls open 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Authorized and paid for by Redella S. “Del” Pepper

W
hen the polls open at 6 a.m. on Tues-
day May 5, voters will be faced with
a ballot that groups candidates by
party even though none are listed on

the ballot. All the Democratic candidates for the City
Council will be listed first in alphabetical order fol-
lowed by the Republicans and finally the indepen-
dents. Voters will also be able to vote for the School
Board, although six of the nine seats are unopposed.
Only District A, which includes nine precincts on the
city’s East End.

Registrar Tom Parkins expects about 15,000 vot-
ers to participate in this year’s election, which is about
20 percent of the city’s registered voters and about
13 percent of the population 18 or older. This elec-
tion will also feature new technology replacing the
old-fashioned poll books with networked laptop com-
puters. Now when an election volunteer indicates a
voter has been issued a ballot, that information will
register in an online database that can be consulted
from other precincts.

“We expect this to be much more efficient,” said
Parkins.

Republicans
Attack Budget

For now, the city’s budget calendar is set for a col-
lision course with the political season every three
years. Those who favor May elections say the prox-
imity of the local election to the budget vote adds a
layer of responsiveness to the City Council. In the
hours after the City Council unanimously voted to
increase taxes on residential property taxpayers, both
Republican candidates issued press releases blast-
ing the vote.

“The City Council is avoiding making tough deci-
sions,” said Frank Fannon in a written statement
issued Tuesday afternoon. “Numerous times during
Monday night’s deliberations they mentioned how
the upcoming election made this process tough.
Given the end result we now believe them.”

“The City Council did not do enough in its budget
to cut government head count, demand productiv-
ity increases and cut salaries and benefits,” said Phil
Cefaratti in a written statement issued Tuesday
night. “Fiscal responsibility does not currently exist
in Alexandria government.”

Neither of the candidates mentioned specific cuts
they would have suggested.

Fundraising
Money Online

Campaign-finance information on all candidates
for the City Council are available online from the
Virginia Public Access Project at vpap.org. The Web
site, which has posted General Assembly fundraising
totals for years, recently expanded to include sev-
eral local elections including Alexandria. Although
the transition did not go off without a new minor
glitches.

Under a quick of Virginia law, some of the candi-
date filed electronically while others filed the old-
fashioned way with hand-written documents. As a
result, some of the information was available from
the State Board of Elections while other documents
had to be acquired from the city registrar. As a re-
sult, compelling standardized information became a
challenge. But now all the most recent data is avail-
able.

“We need to require all candidate to file electroni-
cally,” said Del. David Englin (D-45), who is a
member of the House committee responsible over-
seeing election law. “Rural candidates have comput-
ers.”

— Michael Lee Pope

On the Campaign Trail

Sample Ballot
Member, City Council
(Vote for not more than six)
❖ Kerry J. Donley
❖ K. Rob Krupicka
❖ Timothy B. Lovain
❖ Redella S. “Del” Pepper
❖ Paul C. Smedberg
❖ Justin M. Wilson

❖ D. Philip Cefaratti
❖ Frank H. Fannon IV

❖ Alicia R. Hughes
❖ Rich C. Wilson

Member, School Board District A
(Vote for not more than three)
❖ W.E. “Bill Campbell
❖ Mary Mein “Mimi” Carter
❖ Sheryl K. Gorsuch
❖ Helen F. Morris
❖ Scott A. Newsham

Member, School Board District B
(Vote for not more than three)
❖ Yvonne A. Folkerts
❖ Janice Lee Howard
❖ Arthur E. Peabody Jr.
❖ Marc Williams
NOTE: Janice Lee Howard is no longer a

candidate for the School Board, District B. She
withdrew for personal reasons after the bal-
lot had been printed.

Member, School Board, District C
(Vote for not more than three)
❖ Ronnie M. Campbell
❖ Blanche D. Maness
❖ Charles H. Wilson

Tuesday Is Election Day

Fundraising Totals
Frank Fannon

Del Pepper

Kerry Donley

Rob Krupicka

Paul Smedberg

Tim Lovain

Justin Wilson

Alicia Hughes

Phil Cefaratti

Rich Williamson

$52,737

$40,529

$31,878

$31,462

$30,007

$29,850

$26,327

$17,063

$6,549

$5,500
SOURCE: Virginia Public Access Project

For complete archive
of election coverage, see

www.alexandriagazette.com.
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Pamela Davis Alexander
Pamela Davis Alexander (age 56) died suddenly

on April 19, 2009 at Alexandria Hospital after a brief
illness.

Pam was born in Dundalk, Md. and moved to the
Northern Virginia area in 1976. She graduated from
the University of Maryland in 1974 and, most re-
cently, from George Washington University with a
master’s degree in counseling. During her 30-year
career as an educator, Pam taught health education
at G. Gardner Shugart and Eugene Burroughs Middle
School in Prince George’s County.

She is survived by her husband, David C. “Beck”
Roehrenbeck of Alexandria, and her two daughters,
Brooke Byer Alexander and Hollis Alexander Gorham
(Richard), both of Fairfax, as well as the girls’ father,
Brian Alexander, whose marriage to Pam ended in
divorce in 1985. Pam had two stepchildren, Anne
Ashley Croker (Thomas) and David Roehrenbeck
(Cybil). She is also survived by her three sisters,
Jacqueline Spaulding of Radford, Va., Susan Barnes
of Wilmington, Del., and Deborah Nichols of Arling-
ton, Va.

A memorial service was held on Thursday, April
23, 2009 at Christ Church in Old Town Alexandria.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the

Obituaries

Men’s Home, 402 Hume Avenue, Alexandria, VA,
22301.

Pauline Hall Taylor
 Pauline Hall Taylor was born Aug. 6, 1918 in Falls

Church, Va. and died April 25, 2009 in her Falls
Church home. She was the daughter of Arnold
Kellogg Hall and Mattie May Hutton and the wife of
John Emory Taylor for 50 years. Pauline is survived
by her brother, Raymond Hall, her son John Emory
Taylor Jr. of Alexandria, Va. and Sharon Hall Taylor
of Arvada, Colo. She is grandmother to four: Daniel
Delaney, Elizabeth Reynebeau, Mischa Delaney, and
John Emory Taylor III; and the great grandmother
to four: Shelby Delaney, Reagan Reynebeau,
Catherine Delaney, and Carter Reynebeau.

Pauline was a proud native of Falls Church and
had deep roots in her community. Her life was de-
voted to the welfare and happiness of her family and
friends, all of whom will miss her deeply.

All are welcome to her memorial service to be held
at her home at 2327 Dale Drive, Falls Church VA
22043 on Tuesday, May 12, 2009 at 12 p.m. In lieu
of flowers, contributions may be made to Capital
Hospice, 6565 Arlington Blvd, Suite 500, Falls
Church, VA 22042.

E-mail announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon for the following week’s
paper. Photos and artwork encouraged.
Call Rebecca Halik at 703-917-6407 with
questions.

On the first Monday of each month,
the 6:30 p.m. service is a Requiem

Eucharist. Names of loved ones who
died during that month in any year and
of our service men and women who
died in the previous month are read
aloud during the service. To have a
loved one added to the list, call the
parish office at 703-549-1980 and pro-
viding the full name and date of death.
Grace Episcopal Church, 3601 Russell

Road, Alexandria. Visit www
.gracealex.org.

Summer Camp coming to Messiah.
Camp will run from June 22 to Aug. 28,
7:30-6 p.m. Full and part time avail-
able. Messiah Lutheran Church, 6510
Ft. Hunt Road. Contact Anndra, 703-
765-5003.

Faith Notes
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See Taylor Run,  Page 13

Seminary Valley
Hammond Middle School may

be going through another evolu-
tion, from a single middle school
to a one-building, three-school
model. The model, proposed by
Superintendent Mort Sherman, is
at its initial planning stages and
could be implemented as soon as
the coming fall. The changes are
intended to combat high dropout
rates and lack of progress on stan-
dardized tests. They include the
inauguration of a Middle School
International Baccalaureate Pro-
gram, as well. For more informa-
tion, go to
www.acps.k12.va.us.granicus.com.

Of course, Hammond was once
a thriving Alexandria high school,
and its alumni are quite active.
Kassy Benson, the current presi-
dent of the Alumni Association,
puts together a great online news-
letter with all the haps about
Hammond High alums and their
families. The newsletter is also a
great source of information about
reunions and even has a small sec-
tion dedicated to George Washing-
ton High. For more information,
especially about the 1969 class
reunion, go to
www.hammondhighschool.com;
to get the newsletter, email

FCHHSAA@listserve.com.
The Brookville-Seminary Valley

Civic Association quarterly meet-
ing is set for Monday, April 27 at 7
p.m. at the Beatley Library. Trans-
portation and traffic mitigation
plans, especially those affecting
the West End, are on the agenda.
Those attending will also vote on
Community Grant applications,
the BSCVA Beautification Awards
program, a Spring Event, and hear
from the police liaison. BSCVA re-
ceived over a dozen applications
for the Community Grants this
year, which shows how much ac-
tivity there is in our neighborhood.
To get up-to-date information
about the Association, go to
www.bsvca.net.

If you are looking for some di-
version at a good price, look no
further than T.C. Williams High
School, which is producing “Fid-
dler on the Roof” during the first
two weekends of May. The produc-
tion, running May 1 and 2 and
May 8 and 9 at 7 p.m., features
several West End students: Zach
Frank (as Tevye, no less), Abby
Keller (Fruma Sarah) Sam Jones
(Perchik) and Andrew Flack (Lazar
Wolf), Maham Ayaz (Yente),
Renzo Garcia-Lacherre, Amber
Muhammed , Anthony Parker
(Motel), and Maria Simpkins.

Tickets are $5 for students and $7
for adults.

— Mia Jones

Taylor Run
TREES DESTROYED
For Earth Day and Arbor Day,

while oratory about Nature filled
the air, I went down to the Duke
Street - Telegraph Road intersec-
tion and shed a little tear for the
small trees cut down by - what?
Carelessness?  Bureaucratic bun-
gling?

In 1997, Taylor Run Citizens
Association, Fairfax chapter of Glo-
bal Releaf, and the City of Alexan-
dria Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment planted hundreds of little
trees on the large clover leaf there,
hoping to help increase
Alexandria’s tree canopy to the 40
percent recommended by Ameri-
can Forests.

CHILDREN WORKED
The Alexandria Gazette of May

8, 1997 records that the late Ellen
Pickering, Suzie Jackson, Maitland
Bottoms, Kevin Sherlock, and
Commonwealth Attorney
Randolph Sengel were all out
there in the rain, doggedly plant-
ing trees with children from Flint

Neighborhoods
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“Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve. Since
my election last summer, we have passed a Strategic Plan
and a budget that directs more resources toward student
achievement while reducing the budget by $3 million.
But, the work of the Board, the Superintendent, and the
whole school division is just beginning. There must be a
continued focus on giving students what they need to
succeed, fostering creativity and critical thinking, and
instilling in every student a lifelong love of learning.”

I Would Appreciate Your Vote On May 5.
www.marcwilliamsforschoolboard.com

Paid for and authorized by Marc Williams for School Board

See Restoring,  Page 11

By James Snyder

T
he Del Ray neighbor-
hood celebrated Arbor
Day in Alexandria with
a Tree Planting and

Adoption program on Saturday
April 18. In a joint project, the City
of Alexandria and the Del Ray Citi-
zens Association have begun the
restoration of the major trees and
landscaped medians on Common-
wealth Avenue in the Del Ray com-
munity.

Commonwealth Avenue was for-
merly an electric trolley line that
was key to the development of the
early trolley car suburbs of Del
Ray, St. Elmo and Rosemont. Wide
landscaped medians replaced the
trolley tracks many years ago, and
the Avenue has become a favorite
route for the annual Turkey Trot,
bicyclists, joggers, dog walkers,
runners and all manner of pedes-
trians and strollers. In recent years

a number of the 50-plus large trees
in the landscaped median have
declined and had to be removed.

In a partnership with the Del
Ray Citizens Association’s and the
City Adopt A Park Program, City
Arborists John Noelle and Jerry
Dieruf developed an action plan to
restore the tree-lined character of
this important city greenway. The
first step included an inventory
and assessment of the health of the
more than 50 trees in Del Ray.
Those trees, which were dead, dis-
eased or were determined to be in
irreversible decline, were removed
earlier this spring in preparation
for replanting. Noelle hand se-
lected 17 Nutal Oak trees, which
were planted last week by the
City’s landscaping contractor
Dennison Nurseries. The Nutal
Oak (Quercus Nuttalli) is an
adaptable variety of Red Oak that
tolerates poorly drained soils and

Neighborhoods

Celebrating Arbor Day in Del Ray

Jerry Dieruf, Debbie Olving and dog, Cindy Clemmer, David Fromm and John Noelle
(behind the tree).

Cooperation restores trees in
Commonwealth Avenue medians.

To honor Mom
on Mother’s Day,
send us your favor-
ite snapshots of you
with your Mom and
The Alexandria
Gazette Packet will
publish them in our
Mother’s Day issue.
Be sure to include
some information
about what’s going
on in the photo, plus
your name and
phone number and
town of residence.
To e-mail digital
photos, send to:
PhotoAX@connecti
onnewspapers.com

Or to mail photo
prints, send to:
The Alexandria
Gazette Packet,

“Me and My Mom
Photo Gallery,”

7913 Westpark Dr.,
McLean, VA 22102

Photo prints will be
returned to you if
you include a
stamped, self-
addressed envelope,
but please don’t
send us anything
irreplaceable.

“Me
and
My

Mom”
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Join Mayor Bill Euille
and the Democratic Ticket for City Council
at the Birchmere for a Pre-Election Rally!
Sunday, May 3 from 2:00 P.M.–4:00 P.M.
Admission is free and includes food and entertainment!

The Birchmere
3701 Mt. Vernon Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22305

To R.S.V.P., please call 703-751-7970
or e-mail contact@billeuille.com

Paid for and authorized by Friends of Bill Euille.
Contributions to Friends of Bill Euille are not deductible for federal income tax purposes.

3652 King Street, Alxandria, Virginia 22302 • Phone (703) 379-6010 • Fax (703) 379-8136
www.bcjewelers.net

B&C Jewelers

Celebrate Mother’s Day

Neighborhoods

From Page 9

Restoring Trees in Del Ray
drought conditions. Its

strong, fast growing trunk
grows to more than 50
feet. It has a rich red fall
color and acorns that will
keep the local squirrel
population happy.

A key to the survival of
newly planted trees is wa-
tering during the spring,
summer and fall. Local Del
Ray residents have
adopted the newly
planted trees and will help
water them by periodi-
cally filling green 20 gal-
lon water bags that slowly
release water to the tree’s
root ball. Later this sum-
mer, the City will prune
the dead wood out of the
existing trees. In the fall,

Jerry Dieruf and John Noelle with Sally Nist and her adopted
oak tree.

health of the existing large trees
rather than allowing them to de-
cline removing them at significant
expense to the City.

The improvements to the Com-
monwealth Avenue medians are
consistent with the City’s Open
Space Master Plan which calls for
the enhancement of Common-
wealth Avenue as a Pedestrian

Friendly street that links important
public buildings and open spaces.
Del Ray Citizens Association is also
working with the City on the
implementation of a newly pur-
chased park at East Del Ray and
Commonwealth Avenues. The
Parks and Recreation Commission
recently approved the final mas-
ter plan for the Park.

the City will work on soil aeration
and amendment and turf improve-
ments to enhance the growing
conditions for the existing trees in
the medians. This should improve
survival rate of the existing trees
and contribute to the ongoing ef-
fort to improve the City’s tree
canopy. The strategy is to
proactively retain and improve the
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Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Decks, Porches, etc.

CONSTRUCTION•REMODELING
ALEXANDRIA, VA

Call for free estimate

703-407-2022
www.oakwood.us.com

oakwoodconstruction@comcast.net

HAIR WAVES
A Professional Family Salon

SPECIALIZING IN SENSATIONAL
•CUTS•PERMS•COLOR•COLOR CORRECTION

•HI/LO LIGHTS

Offering a 20% Discount
on Hair Services for First-Timers

Please call for an appointment and mention this ad.

HAIR WAVES
5728 Edsall Road, Alexandria, VA 22304

703-751-5333

News

From Page 3

Council Notebook
ceutical stockpiles available. In

the event of a pandemic, govern-
ment officials would order health
officials to release stockpiles of
Tamiflu and Relenza to be distrib-
uted by pharmacies. But local
health officials warn that the drugs
should be used sparingly.

“I’m concerned about using anti-
viral agents too broadly,” said Al-
exandria Health Department Di-
rector Dr. Lisa Kaplowitz. “The
virus could develop a resistance.”

During a 2006 scare involving
avian flu, Mayor Bill Euille ap-
pointed a working group to plan
for the city’s response with partici-
pants ranging from the mortuary
industry to the chief judge of
Alexandria’s circuit court. A role-
playing scenario tested the laws
governing quarantine, yet the
city’s plans leave unanswered
questions.

“What if we don’t have enough
respirators for everybody? Nobody
has come up with a good answer
to that yet,” said former Health
Director Dr. Charles
Konigsberg shortly after the
2006 avian training drill. “The at-
torneys were bringing up legal is-
sues that we hadn’t anticipated.”

— Michael Lee Pope
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In the Earth
Lynn Watkins,
Nancy Anderson,
Nancy Rosenberg
and Roni (kneeling)
from Hermitage in
Northern Virginia
celebrate Earth Day.

From Page 8

Taylor Run
Hill Preparatory School.

VANISHING TREES
One year later I was appalled to see that

powerful machines had cleared most of the
trees.

Buffie Brownstein, then with the City
Parks and Recreation Department, assured
me that her employees had not done the
damage, and that it would not be repeated.
(Gazette, April 23, 1998)

NASTY SHOCK
How depressing it was to see this year,

that mowing had happened again.
John Noelle, City Arborist, says that his

department was not responsible.  He spoke
of a gardening committee removing “inva-
sive species,” by which he means Bradford
pears not planted by his department.

Be that as it may, the tree canopy so many
worked for is just not there.

Will taxpayer money have to be used
again to replace trees cut down by City in-
efficiency?

— Lois Kelso Hunt
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E
very year at this time, the Gazette
Packet puts out the call for photo-
graphs of mothers and their children,
grandmothers and their children and

grandchildren.
Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 10, and once

again the Gazette Packet will publish a gallery
of Mother’s Day photos.

Send in photos as soon as possible,
including names of everyone in the pic-
ture, the date the picture was taken,
the ages of the children, a sentence or
two about what is happening and where the
photograph was taken. Be sure to include your
town name and neighborhood.

We prefer digital photos, but we also accept
prints. We will do our best to return hard cop-
ies of photos that include a self-addressed-
stamped envelope for that purpose, but please
do not send us any photos that cannot be re-
placed.

Email photos to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.

Send photos to The Gazette Packet, Mother’s
Day Photo Gallery, 7913 Westpark Drive,
McLean, VA 22102.

Father’s Day, Sunday, June 21, will be here
by the time we blink, and we will also accept
Father’s Day photos, with the same guidelines.

THE GAZETTE PACKET’S photogra-
phers, Louise Krafft and Robbie Ham-
mer, won almost every possible award

this year in the Virginia Press Association news
contest. But they cannot attend even a signifi-
cant fraction of the many newsworthy, photo-
genic events that occur every week.

Many of our readers are accomplished pho-
tographers, and many more perfectly compe-
tent with their point and shoot digital camera.
We invite you to send us photos and a short
write-up of any local event you think might

interest us.
Some examples: events, awards or other

happenings at schools; fairs, charity events or
any other gathering at a house of worship; a
photo celebrating the anniversary of a busi-
ness; a photo celebrating a local couple’s mile-
stone anniversary; engagement and wedding
announcements; graduations; Eagle Scout
projects and ceremonies; youth sports teams
with trophies; community service projects by
families, individuals or teams of employees;
almost anything else you can imagine.

We prefer digital photos emailed along with
the write-up. Be sure to include the name of
everyone in the photo including where they
live; we will almost certainly not use a photo
if people are not identified. Please include age,
grade and school for young people. And a para-
graph or two that says where and when the
event took place and what is happening. In-
clude a phone number in case we have any
questions.

Email photos to gazette@connection
newspapers.com.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Call for Mother’s Day Photos
— and Fathers Too
Also inviting contributions of photos and stories
from the community from any local event.

Editorial

See Letters,  Page 15

Letters

By Mary Anne Weber

Chair, Alexandria Community Services Board

T
he Alexandria Mental Health Anti-Stigma
HOPE Campaign is a large title and so is the
problem they are tackling, the stigmatiza-

tion of people with mental health problems, intel-
lectual disabilities and substance use issues.

Judging by the distorted coverage in the media
recently of several instances involving mental health
and the vicious and bigoted remarks on the Internet,
they have a long way to go. Despite the strides in

treatment, education and medi-
cations made over the last 40
years, children and adults are
facing the same barriers in

school, at work and in the community that they did
then.

Several recent studies done by Portland State Uni-
versity and sponsored by several Federal agencies,
show that children with mental health difficulties
often feel they must be bad, adolescents who are
experiencing serious symptoms don’t seek the help
they need for fear of labeling and caregivers, espe-
cially parents, are blamed for doing something
wrong. All because of stigmatization.

One survey was done with youth over 14 who had
been diagnosed with a mental health condition be-
fore age 18. These young people described them-
selves as having bipolar disorder, depression and
anxiety/PTSD. Eighty-five percent were taking medi-
cation. When asked who treated them most unfairly,
the answers were significant. Seventy percent re-
ported their peers, sixty-five percent their friends, a
little over 60 percent school personnel. About half
reported being stigmatized by other adults in the
community and by members of their family. Not sur-
prisingly 86 percent of them said they were signifi-

cantly or moderately im-
pacted by this negative
treatment.

When caregivers were
questioned, 81 percent of
them reported negative
treatment from teachers or
school personnel, people in
the community and friends
or people you socialize
with. The majority of
caregivers were white, fe-
male and the child’s bio-
logical parent. Their chil-

dren were diagnosed as bipolar, ADHD and
Asperger’s/Autism. They felt that people did not treat
them negatively to be cruel or mean. That instead
people felt that the parents were weak-willed or not
trying hard enough to get their child to behave. They
also assumed that the family was dysfunctional and
that they were bad parents.

ANOTHER STUDY on caregivers in the workplace
showed that parents were reluctant to discuss a child
or adult member of their family who had mental
health issues for fear of being labeled as incompe-
tent, flaky or unreliable. They worried about being
called at work about problems, about having to leave
for appointments and about not being able to even
talk about their child as other employees talk about
theirs.

The worst effect of this stigmatization is that both
children and adults avoid reporting symptoms or
getting the help they need. They worry they will be
limited at school or work, or that their abilities will
be underestimated.

Over 30 years ago when I first dealt with the pub

The High Cost of Stigmatization

Commentary

See The High Cost,  Page 22

Mary Anne Weber

Share
Poetry
To the Editor:

This is the home stretch: the fi-
nal week of National Poetry
Month, one final burst of literary
awareness, culminating in
Alexandria’s first Poem-in-Your-
Pocket Day on April 30. I am hop-
ing that we’ve succeeded in gen-
erating some interest in that event,
and that The Athenaeum on
Thursday night will be thronged
with Alexandrians, waving their
favorite poems and clamoring for
the opportunity to share them with
an audience. But, whether we
have 5 or 50 or 500 participants
that night, there have been some
palpable results. We have started
conversations. At City Hall, in res-
taurants, in coffeeshops, in book-
stores, people have talked about
poetry, and that is something they
may not have done since they were
in high school. People have re-
membered poetry, whether the
poems they remembered were el-
ementary school doggerel or Mad
Magazine parodies or memorized
pieces from their youth. In a small
way, we have reconnected at least a
part of our population with poetry.

In this busy month, I have talked
to a variety of people about what
I do — from 6th graders to casual

The Alexandria Gazette Packet is distributed
weekly to selected homes in the City of Alexandria.
Any owners or occupants of premises that do not
wish to receive the paper can notify the publisher
by telephone at 703-917-6480 or by email to
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com and the
distributor wil be notified to discontinue service.
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Open 9-7 • 7 Days
     9023 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax, VA

703-573-5025
2 miles west of I-495 on

Rt. 50 (Vienna Metro)
CravensNursery.com

FREE ESTIMATES
HARDSCAPING/PLANTING

60-75% OFF
ALL POTTERY
Washington’s Largest

 Selection

Mulch 3 cu. FT. $2.99
Bulk $19.95 Per cu. YD.

2008 STOCK ONLY

25% OFF
All Nursery Stock
Perennials .97¢

Patios, walls,
walkways,
paver driveways
& so much more
Now at 2003 Pricing Pansies

Impatiens
TRUCK LOAD

TROPICAL SALE
Bonsai, Orchids, Cactus
25% OFF

AZALEAS 3 Gal  $1299

YOU WANT QUALITY SERVICE
FROM A LOCAL AGENT

Chris Umbel
State Farm Agent

703-751-4404
We are open on Saturdays!

Hablamos Español
Visit Us at www.novainsure.com

State Farm Home Office Bloomington, IL State Farm.com

Auto • Home • Business • Life • Health

Letters

From Page 14

Flight?
I feel like a ripe, mid-aged crow,
Large wing spread,
Much contained in my crow mind + heart.
On a branch poised for flight,
The Fact of me detaching,
From the tree where I have been rooted
so very long.

— Nancy Ford-Kohne Alexandria

See Letters,  Page 22

acquaintances, from cocktail party conversation-
alists to family and friends, from neighbors to wait-
ers and business owners. None of these have re-
sponded with the ever-so-polite “Oh” or “Really?”
when I talk about stimulating interest in poetry. Al-
most without exception, they launch into stories or
memories or favorite poems, willing to share an ex-
perience that relates to poetry. That is a measure of
success that I never expected when we launched
Poem-in-Your-Pocket Day.

That’s what poetry’s all about, really. Communi-
cating. Sharing the human experience in the best way
we know how. We don’t have to wait for Poetry Month
or even a Poetry Day to celebrate it. Whether we
speak or write or sing it, it’s poetry. Poetry Month is
just a reminder of that. Celebrate it.

Mary McElveen
Poet Laureate

The City of Alexandria

Same Old, Same Old?
To the Editor:

Please vote May 5.
Regardless as to how you vote or for whom, exer-

cise one of the greatest freedoms we have — the
secret ballot.

Having said that, history indicates that about 8 out
of 10 registered voters will sit at home on their big
butt and do nothing.

That means a couple thousand votes will control
the election for mayor and council. And given the
unfortunate state of our local politics — no serious
competition, no political diversity, no difference of
opinion or discussion allowed, no new ideas, no

breath of fresh air — we will have more of the same
old, same old out of our local government and city
hall. Which means more of the same old, same old
results. The honest, hard working, legal, tax paying
citizen and resident gets nothing. My tax money goes
for programs I don’t want, need, benefit from or be-
lieve in. It goes to waste projects, support criminals
and feed bloated over-budget pork.

If enough of you stay-at-homes do something it
might, it could be different. Let’s hope.

Joe Schramm
Alexandria

Collaborative Spirit
To the Editor:

We write to express our support for Helen Morris
as a candidate for Alexandria School Board in the
May 5 election. A long-time resident of Alexandria
whose daughter will enter Jefferson Houston in the
fall, Helen will work tirelessly to see that every child
in the Alexandria public schools receives a world class
education. She will bring to the board not only her
passion for education, but years of practical experi-
ence and expertise gained from her work in educa
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ALEXANDRIA Pastry Shop & Cafe........703-578-4144
ATLANTIS PIZZA.................................703-671-0250
B & C JEWELERS ................................703-379-6010
BANNERS HALLMARK..........................703-820-4449
BATTERIES PLUS .................................703-575-7711
BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO ......................... 703-820-8820
BLUE RIBBON DRY CLEANING..............703-998-5118
BRADLEE BARBER SHOP ...................... 703-998-9830
BRADLEE DENTAL CARE.......................703-820-2273
BRADLEE FLORIST...............................703-379-6166

BRADLEE SHOE REPAIR........................703-931-9210
CAPITAL BAGEL BAKERY.......................703-379-6462
CHEVY CHASE BANK...........................703-998-6503
CHICKEN OUT...................................703-998-8802
DRESS BARN......................................703-379-4462
FOOT SOLUTIONS..............................703-931-3668
FOXY NAILS.......................................703-824-9292
GNC................................................703-578-4122
GIANT..............................................703-845-0851
GOLDEN DRAGON.............................703-575-8079
HAIR CUTTERY...................................703-998-9387
HARDWOOD ARTISANS.......................703-379-7299
KING STREET BACK & NECK................703-578-1900
KYOTO JAPANESE RESTAURANT.............703-379-8060
MIXERS’S ICE CREAM...........................703-671-4799
MCDONALD’S...................................703-379-0441
National Art & Framing...................703-998-5888
PALM BEACH TAN...........................1-800-725-6826
Potomac Paint & Design Center.....703-379-5800
PRO FEED.........................................703-820-3888
RITE AID...........................................703-931-7095
ROBCYNS..........................................703-379-7800
STARBUCKS........................................703-845-9563
SUBWAY............................................703-931-3700
SUNTRUST BANK...............................703-838-3280
TC UNISEX SALON.............................703-379-6397
U.S. POSTAL SERVICE......................1-800-275-8777
UNWINED.........................................703-820-8600
VIRGINIA ABC...................................703-845-6374
VIRGINIA VACUUMS...........................703-931-6100
WACHOVIA BANK..............................703-671-7523
WASHINGTON SPORTS CLUB...............703-933-3777

Everything You Need...in one
               Convenient Place.

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

From Page 1

News

sustainability.
The Ellen Pickering Environ-

mental Excellence Award, part of
the City’s Eco-City Alexandria ini-
tiative, is named in honor of
Frances Ellen Pickering, a long-
time City activist, and her lifelong
dedication to preservation and
conservation throughout the City.
Pickering first helped to create the
Mount Vernon Trail between Alex-
andria and Washington D.C., and
was committed to preserving and
enhancing the City’s waterfront.
She urged the adoption of the
City’s Open Space Plan, lobbied to
preserve Founder’s Park and pro-
tect it from high-rise development,
and implemented the planting of
1,000 citizen-donated cherry trees
during her tenure as chair of the
Alexandria Beautification Com-
mission.

Award winners Elizabeth
Chimento and Poul Hertel are both
longtime environmental activists.

Earth
Day

They have been particularly
influential about improving
air quality throughout the
City. Their lobbying efforts
ensure proper emission regu-
lations, which continue to
improve and protect
Alexandria’s environment.

Naturalist and volunteer manager of the Jerome
“Buddie” Ford Nature Center shows off a perfect
composter, the African Millipede at the annual Earth Day
event at Ben Brenman Park.

The plant manager of the
Alexandria branch of
Virginia Paving David
Horton is awarded the
Sequoia Award for the
company’s commitment to
the Earth Day activities.

Reusable grocery
bags are personal-

ized by the children
attending the event

on Saturday.
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lic school system to get help for my
son who was autistic, my first introduc-
tion was to the social worker who dealt
with children appearing before the Com-
mittee on the Handicapped as it was
then called. My son was in an expen-
sive, private pre-K program and I had
learned from New York State’s educa-
tion department that my husband and I
ought not to be paying for that, that
Sean was eligible for public school ser-
vices. My school district, was at the time,
notorious for keeping “special children”
out of the district. (It later became a
leader in special education so change is
possible.) The social worker’s first re-
mark to me was that I needn’t go to the
hearing so everything could be “anony-
mous.” She obviously thought I didn’t
want anyone to know I had a child with
Autism and obviously thought it was
somehow my fault.

THAT’S WHEN I learned the best way
to fight stigmatization is to shine a
white, bright hot light on it and to keep
it shining. Needless to say I did go to
the hearing, got my son what he needed,
and began talking about and writing
about mental health and intellectual dis-
abilities. A doctor friend of mine told me

a long time ago the best ally children
have is a “tough mother.” We need a lot
of tough mothers and fathers to insist
that all children be treated fairly, that
educators be educated in best practices
and that other parents and children be-
have appropriately. We need to chal-
lenge ignorant or bigoted statements
whether they are made by the press,
teachers, politicians or our neighbors
and we need to get the right informa-
tion out there.

That’s what the Anti-Stigma Campaign
hopes to do. Made up of members from
the Community Services Board, the
Friends of the Alexandria Mental Health
Center and the Partnership for a
Healthier Alexandria, the group is spon-
soring two events in May, one aimed at
parents and one at adults.

On Tuesday May 5, at The Lyceum at
201 South Washington St., psychologist
Anne Kendall Ph.D will discuss practi-
cal strategies for parents of children and
teens who exhibit emotional issues such
as difficulty adapting to change, inabil-
ity to calm themselves, intense behav-
ior and over-reaction to stimulation. She
will touch on a variety of approaches
parents can use in supporting their chil-
dren. The presentation is from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. And a book-signing will fol-
low. Child care is available. Register with

LaTanya Wooten at 703-746-3579 or
Latanya.wooten@alexandriava.gov.

On Thursday, May 21, starting at 6:30
p.m., counselor, comic and author David
Granirer will perform at T.C. Williams
High School auditorium in “I’m OK But
You Need Professional Help: Using Hu-
mor to Fight Stigma.” The presentation
is part comedy and part education. For
this presentation, Granirer has taught
five local people with mental illnesses to
become stand-up comics. Granirer, who
lives with depression, and his five assis-
tants will look at the lighter side of tak-
ing meds, seeing counselors and surviv-
ing the mental health system. The show
will be followed by a book signing.

Just two small steps but ones that will
shine some light. Just as too many Ameri-
cans have bought into the myth that if
they do everything they are supposed to,
they will live long, healthy lives, so many
have bought the corollary, which is that
if you have a mental illness or an intel-
lectual disability or are dealing with sub-
stance abuse, you or your family or both
did something wrong and its your fault.

Wrong. The truth is that bad things
happen to good people, all the time, ev-
erywhere and it is our job as a commu-
nity to help them pick up the pieces and
be a welcome part of the community
again.

Opinion

From Page 15

Letters

See Letters,  Page 28

tional policy at the National School Boards Asso-
ciation, Edvantia, and Texas Instruments, Inc.

Helen will promote greater community involve-
ment, fiscal responsibility, and innovative educa-
tional programs that will provide vital opportunities
to all of our children. With the exciting leadership
of Dr. Sherman, it’s a new era in ACPS, an era to
which Helen will bring new energy, common sense
and a collaborative spirit that has been sorely lack-
ing. We stand squarely behind Helen, and hope you
will too on May 5.

Antonio Alcala, Carolyn Caldwell, Beth
Coast, William Cromley, Sally Eastman,
Margie Finkelnburg, Nensi Fiorenini, Todd
R Foust, Trey Hanbury, Matt Harris, Suzanna
Kang, Stephen Mostow, Scott Singleton,
Helen Soule, Bob Soule, Christa Watters,
Kate Watters, Patrick Welsh, Larry Williams,
Margo Williams

Balanced Leadership
To the Editor:

Electing Frank Fannon to City Council will bring
much-needed balance to Alexandria’s leadership.ºHe
is a well-established professional with the knowledge
to effectively serve our residents and businesses.

In this time when balancing spending cuts and
providing services is crucial to all of us, City Council
will benefit from bi-partisan debate and fresh ideas.
Alexandria voters deserve balanced leadership. Given
Frank’s experience in banking, owning a business,
and being a life-long city resident, he isºa strong
multi-dimensional candidate for City Council.

From Page 11

The High Cost of Stigmatization
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

by Brad Hathaway

Gazette Packet

T
hree local actors, Ralph Cosham,
John Dow and Michael Tolaydo,
work wonders as they perform
a short and slight comedy of a

trio of aging residents in an old soldiers
home at MetroStage on North Royal Street.

“Heroes,” translated from Gérald
Sibleyras’ original French into English by
Tom Stoppard, is a play about French Army
veterans of World War One that gives these
three veterans of local stages all the bright
pithy lines they need to cast a wonderful
spell over an audience.

There’s Ralph Cosham as an old soldier
whose dreams of escape from the home, if
only so far as to the poplars he can see from
the terrace, form the slender plot of this
collegiality confection.

John Dow is a vet with a scrap of shrap-
nel still in his head, causing him to lose
consciousness at various times, only to
awake repeating the same line each time:
“Captain, We’ll take them from the rear.”
Just what that means only becomes clear
half way through the play.

Michael Tolaydo, who was so memora-
bly gentle here at MetroStage in “Sea
Marks” a number of years ago, returns to
play a former soldier who doesn’t let his
need for a cane keep him from his daily
constitutional.

It was Tolaydo who discovered the script
and brought it to the attention of
MetroStage’s Producing Artistic Director,
Carolyn Griffin. It wasn’t the first time he’d
brought in a real charmer of a play. He was
the one who discovered “Sea Marks“ as well.
So far, with two plays discovered, he’s bat-
ting a thousand.

The project is under the direction of John
Vreeke, himself a veteran of many wonder-
ful productions in our region, including both
“For The Pleasure Of Seeing Her Again” and
“One Good Marriage” at MetroStage. He
allows his cast the luxury of a leisurely pace
for the piece, giving the audience a chance
to savor particularly satisfying moments
without letting the play appear to drag.

Colin K. Bills, whose many design credits
in our region has included a number of pro-
ductions where he designed both set and
lighting, again handles both aspects here,
providing a single locale set of the terrace

Pure Charm Takes The Stage
Where and When

 “Heroes” continues through May 24 at
Metrostage, 1200 North Royal Street. Perfor-
mances are Thursday – Friday at 8 p.m., Saturday
at 5 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m. and
7 p.m. Call 703-548-9044 or visit
www.metrostage.org.

MetroStage features a terrific trio of “Heroes.”

Theater Listings

The cast of “Heroes.”

of the old soldier’s home which give the
actors distinct areas in which to work (just
watch Tolyado purposeful cane-assisted
stride across the back walkway or Dow
droop over the park bench in one of his
character’s spells).

The simple set, gentle lighting, appropri-
ate chamber-music interludes between
scenes and the spot-on costumes provided
by Ivania Stack combine to put the atten-
tion precisely where it should be: on the
performance of the three actors. They de-
liver gentle, affectionate performances that
charm the audience for just under an hour
and a half that make this lovely one-act play
a delight.

Brad Hathaway reviews theater in Virginia,
Washington and Maryland as well as Broad-
way, and edits Potomac Stages,
www.PotomacStages.com. He can be reached
at Brad@PotomacStages.com.

Tennessee Williams’ “Small Craft Warnings”
will be performed at the Clark Street Playhouse,
601 S. Clark St., through May 10. Tickets range
between $25-$35/person. Visit
www.boxofficetickets.com/WSC or 1-800-494-
TIXS.

See “Rosa de Dos Aromas (Two-Scented
Rose)” at Gunston Arts Center, 2700 S. Lang St.,
from May 21 through June 13. $25/person;
$20/student, senior. Visit www.teatrodelaluna.org

or 703-548-3092.

See “Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of
Oscar Wilde” at Little Theatre of Alexandria, 600
Wolfe St., Alexandria through May 9. Perfor-
mances are Wednesdays through Saturdays at 8
p.m. and Sundays at 3 p.m. Visit
www.thelittletheatre.com or 703-683-0496 .

Synetic Theater, 4041 Campbell Ave., presents
“A Swedish Tiger” from April 22 through May 24.

Performances are Thursdays through Sundays at 8
p.m. $20/adult; $10/student.

 “Giant” through May 31 at Signature The-
atre, 4200 Campbell Ave. Based on the novel by
Edna Ferber. $49-$77/person. Visit
www.signature-theatre.org or 703-573-SEAT.

See “Legacy of Light” from May 8 through
June 14 at Arena Stage. Tickets are $25-$66/per-
son. Visit www.arenastage.org or 202-488-3300.

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

S
o Mother’s Day is looming on your
calendar, and you want to get her
the perfect gift. If you suspect a
work of fine art might do the trick,

head on over to Colasanto Park at the cor-
ner of Mount Vernon and Commonwealth
avenues the day before Mother’s Day. Ven-
dors will be selling jewelry, soap, sculpture,
paintings, photographs, ceramics, fabrics
and much more.

“This is a great chance to get art that’s
less expensive than it would be if you
bought it framed from a gallery,” said Rob
Rudick, who has been organizing the an-
nual sale for the last five years. “And it’s so
close to Mother’s Day that it’s a great op-
portunity to get a perfect gift.”

Rudick said that many artists will be of-
fering unframed prints and matted work at
prices lower than framed pieces. Overall,
the sale will feature original works from
more than 20 artists in a variety of 2D and
3D media will be featured. Although Rudick
acknowledged art sales have been down in
recent months because of the economy, he
said that recent weeks have seen more ac-
tivity. Others agreed that the market for art
seems to have picked up lately despite con-
tinued economic hardship.

“In times like these, art is a good invest-
ment,” said Del Ray Artisan Michele Reday,
who has been selling paintings in the spring-
time art sale since it began five years ago.
“You could buy fashion, but that will come
in and out of style. A painting is forever.”

Participating artists say the springtime art
show has a much more intimate feel than
the larger and more well known Art on the

Fine Art
For Mom

See Art Page 24

Just in time for
Mother’s Day, Del
Ray Artisans host
spring art sale.

Theater
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A  H E A L T H Y  B A L A N C E

(703) 414-0808

3600 S. Glebe Road, Suite 120
Above Harris Teeter, facing the courtyard

Come Taste the Difference
Bradlee Shopping Center

3690J King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

703.820.8600
www.unwinedva.com
Open 7 Days a Week

Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday 12-5 p.m.

WINEMAKER ROBERT FOLEY
IN-STORE!!

Napa Wine and American Cheese Tasting

Wednesday May 6th, 6-8 pm
Reservations are required and

limited to 40 guests.
Admission is free.

Spring Art Sale
On May 9, the Del Ray Artisans will host its sixth annual Spring

Outdoor Art Sale at the Colasanto Park from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Original
works from over 20 artists in a variety of 2D and 3D media will be
featured. This is a rain or shine event and is free and open to the pub-
lic. 703-838-4827.

Avenue, which takes place in Oc-
tober. The smaller scale allows the
Commonwealth Avenue gallery to
be featured in a way that larger
events won’t allow. And partici-
pants are limited to active mem-
bers of the Del Ray Artisans, so the
universe of work available is
strickly local.

“This gallery has a strong con-
nection with the neighborhood, so
people tend to come out,” said
Michele Banks, a painter who has
participated in three of the spring-
time sales. “It’s not a huge crowd,
but it’s a nice crowd if the weather
cooperates.”

From Page 23

Old Point Bar (New Orleans) by Rob Rudick will be for
sale.

Art Sale
At Del
Ray

Fine Arts

Other Items
 Art at the Center, 25 S. Quaker

Lane, Room 16, classes are forming now
for adults and children from 18 months
and up. For details go to
www.artatthecenter.org or call 703-
581-5598.

Life Drawing (and painting) at
Del Ray Artisans is open to all artists.
Short poses scheduled for Mondays May
4 and June 8 and long poses for paint-
ing on Mondays May 25 and June 15.
Sessions are from 2 – 5 p.m.; $8 for DRA
members and $10 for non-members. Del
Ray Artisans gallery at the Nicholas A.
Colasanto Center, 2704 Mount Vernon
Ave. Contact Katherine Rand at 703-
836-1468 or visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

Exhibits
“Roots and Wings” is on display at

the Art League Gallery, 105 N. Union St.
from April 9 through May 4. See
work by Christine Giammichele. Free.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org for more.

See paintings by the Potomac Val-
ley Watercolorists at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road. Runs
from April 28 through June 28. Visit
potomacvalleywatercolorist.com for
more.

Through May 3, see the “April
Members Show” at Gallery West,
1213 King St. See works by new mem-
bers. Free. Visit www.gallery-west.com
for more.

See “Progression” at The Art
League Gallery in the Torpedo Factory,
105 N. Union St. Suzanne Yurdin pre-
sents abstract paintings from May 7
through June 1 . Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org for more.

Tai Shan Visits Del Ray
by Rob Rudick will be
for sale.
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E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Photos and artwork are encouraged.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper.

Call Rebecca Halik at 703-917-6407
with questions.

 ONGOING
On Sundays from noon-5 p.m., visit the

Waterfront and see history-
inspired performances near the
Torpedo Factory; do a “meet and
greet” of early Alexandria residents
and travelers near the Waterfront
and lower King Street. Free. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org for more.

Fairfax County Department of
Community and Recreation Services
present free dance workshops at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, from 3:30-5 p.m.
on May 8. To register, 703-324-4386.

Beginning Feb. 25, the T.C. Williams
High School Planetarium will
welcome the Alexandria community
one night each month during the
school year for a free hour-long
show. Doors will open at 7 p.m. for
“A Night With the Stars,” which will
run from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Advance
registration, required, may be
completed online at http://
www.acps.k12.va.us/tcw/
planetarium/ or by calling the
planetarium at 703-824-6805,
extension 6300.

Mount Vernon will bring back its
popular National Treasure Tour
through Oct. 31. Included in this
approximately hour-long walking
tour is the Mansion’s basement and
cornerstone, the setting for a pivotal

scene in the movie. This daily tour is
limited to 25 visitors per time slot,
takes place at 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.,
1 p.m., and 3 p.m., and costs $5 per
tour in addition to Estate admission:
$15 adults; $14 seniors; $7 children
(6-11); free for children 5 & under.
Advance tickets are available online
at MountVernon.org.

Spectacular gardens are in bloom as
Mount Vernon hosts its annual
outdoor garden and gift sale
beginning April 11 through
May 10 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. This
annual sale includes ornamentals,
perennials and annuals, garden
items, books, and heirloom plants
propagated from historic cuttings. No
admission is required to shop in the
Gardening Days tent (located in front
of the Mount Vernon Inn Complex).
Visit.MountVernon.org or 703-780-
2000.

Join City archaeologists and trained
volunteers for a program for children
of all ages at Alexandria Archaeology
Family Dig Days. Monthly Family
Dig Days will be held from 1:30 to 3
p.m. on the grounds of the George
Washington Masonic National
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive, in
Alexandria. The 2009 dates are:
Saturday, May 30; Saturday, July 18;
Saturday, Aug. 15; Saturday, Sept.
12; Saturday, Oct. 17. $5/person.
Registration required, 703-838-4399
or visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

Mount Vernon commemorates George
and Martha Washington’s 250th
wedding anniversary with a new
collection of fine stationery
available at the Shops at Mount
Vernon, open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
daily. Visit.MountVernon.org or 703-

780-2000.

FRIDAY/MAY 1
 Sing Along with Mr. Skip. 12:30

p.m. at Spill the Beans Coffee House,
1900 Elkin St., Suite 4. Enjoy singing
and dancing with Mr. Skip. $5 per
child. No pre-registration required.
More info at spillthebeansva.com.

Art show and Sale. 1-8 p.m. at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 228 S. Pitt
St. Partial proceeds benefit Lazarus
Ministry. Free.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Springbank Auditorium, 6500
Quander Road. Watch “Footloose.”
$10/person.

Annual Gala. Terminal A of Reagan
Washington National Airport. $150/
person with proceeds benefiting New
Hope Housing. Reservations at 703-
799-2293.

Music Performance. 8:30 p.m. at the
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. Hear
music by Cole. Free. Visit
www.themusicofcole.com for more.

SATURDAY/MAY 2
 Kentucky Derby Party. 4-8 p.m. at

an undetermined location. Enjoy
food, bets and more. All proceeds
benefit the Campagna Center. 703-
549-0111 ext. 107.

Music Performance. 8 p.m. at
Schlesinger Concert Hall, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. Hear the Alexandria
Symphony Orchestra. $20-$80/
person. Visit www.alexsym.org or
703-548-0885.

Music Performance. 2 p.m. at St.
Paul’s Old Town, 228 S. Pitt St. Hear
the keyboard scholars. Free.
Donations accepted.

Garden Market. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at

See Calendar,  Page 27

Calendar
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Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.
Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm

730 North Saint Asaph Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

(703) 548-1616
Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.
Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Friday Nighters Go To
The Movies T

he invitation read “Come dressed as your
favorite actor or movie character.” It came
on the announcement to the monthly
dance of the Friday Nighters Dancing Club

held their monthly dance in Mount Vernon. Sally
Fields arrived on the arm of Groucho Marx followed
by Marlon Brando and his beautiful wife. The mem-
bers and guests danced to the live music of The Fam-
ily. The dancing club has been active in the area since
1945. Monthly dances are held throughout the year,
usually on the second Friday of the month with the
exception of July and August. For more information
on the club visit www.fridaynightersdancingclub.com

The Family with Larry Kopp, Alan Freedman, Alex Smith and Frank Cocuzzi have been
performing continually at the club dances for the past 12 years.

New members Doris and Steve Hallerman
take a twirl on the floor.

Dancing

Club president
Peter Zeranski

and his wife
Laura.

Photos by Louise

Krafft/Gazette

Packet
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Lunch • Noon until 3pm
Dinner • 5pm - 8pm

3 - Course Menu all day
$39.95 per person

Please make an
early reservation

127 N. Washington St., Old Town
703-548-4661

Smoke-Free Restaurant
www.lerefugealexandria.com

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

Come join us for
Mother’s Day

May 10
From Page 25

Calendar

Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Browse shrubs, plants,
flowers and more from local growers.
Free. Visit www.greenspring.org or
703-642-5173.

Grandma Rita’s Children Fund-
raiser. 2-7 p.m. at Gum Springs
Community Center, 8100 Fordson
Road. Enjoy a crop space, light
dinner and more. $45. E-mail
avonlady_jihanna@msn.com for
more.

Art show and Sale. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 228 S.
Pitt St. Partial proceeds benefit
Lazarus Ministry. Free.

BIG Sale. Items donation by
Washington Metro Chapter of
American Society of Interior
Designers will be on sale, including
wall hangings, blinds, shades and
more at Habitat ReStore of Northern
Virginia, 7770 Richmond Highway.
Visit www.restorenova.org or 703-
521-9890 ext. 105.

British are Coming. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at
Carlyle House. Hear stories from
British soldiers, view equipment and
more. For more information
regarding this event, contact the
Carlyle House at 703-549-2997 or
Carlyle@nvrpa.org.

Music Performance. 8 p.m. at
Schlesinger Center, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. Season finale of the
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra.
$20-$70/person. Visit
www.alexsym.org or 703-548-0885.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Springbank Auditorium, 6500
Quander Road. Watch “Footloose.”
$10/person.

Mother’s Day Art Studio. 10:30
a.m.-noon at Art at the Center, 2804
Sherwood Hall Lane. Get ready for
Mother’s Day by making cards and
gifts for mom, grandmas and anyone
else. Visit www.artatthecenter.org/
classes for details.

Yard Sale. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Williamsburg Manor Community.
Free. 703-780-5009.

SUNDAY/MAY 3
 Reception. 1-3 p.m. see paintings by

the Potomac Valley Watercolorists at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Runs from April 28
through June 28. Visit
potomacvalleywatercolorist.com for
more.

Music Performance. 3 p.m. at
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. Hear the Eclipse Chamber
Orchestra. $25/adult; $20/senior;
$5/student. 703-635-2770.

Opening Day. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at Ben
Brenman Park. The West End
Farmers’ Market is open. Free. 703-
838-4343.

Concert with a Cause. 4 p.m. at Old
Presbyterian Meeting House, 321 S.
Fairfax St. Hear Shaun and Jina
Tirrell perform. Free. Donations
benefit Faith Ministry. Visit
www.opmh.org for more.

Art show and Sale. 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 228 S.
Pitt St. Partial proceeds benefit
Lazarus Ministry. Free.

Benefit Brunch. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Union Street Public House, 121 S.
Union St. Hosted by the Board of
Lady Managers. Donations benefit
NICU of INOVA Alexandria. 703-919-
1149.

Architecture in the Afternoon. 2
p.m. at Gunston Hall Plantation,
10709 Gunston Road. Learn about
George Mason’s home. Admission
applies. Visit www.gunstonhall.org
for more.

Family Fun Festival. Noon-4 p.m. at
Browne Academy, 5917 Telegraph
Road. Free admission, cost for tickets
and food. Enjoy games, rides, and
more.

Mother’s Day Art Studio, 2-3:30
p.m. at Art at the Center, 2804
Sherwood Hall Lane. Get ready for
Mother’s Day by making cards and
gifts. Visit www.artatthecenter.org/
classes for details.

Music Performance. 7 p.m. at the
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. Hear
music by South American composers.
$25/person. 703-264-1258.

Bach Vespers. 6-6:45 p.m. at
Westminster Presbyterian, 2701
Cameron Mills Road. Free.
www.wpc-alex.org.

Chorus Concert. 4 p.m. at
Westminster Presbyterian Church,
2701 Cameron Mills Road. Hear the
Alexandria Choral Society. Free. Visit
www.alexchoralsociety.org or 703-
548-4734.

Walk Through Old Town. Five mile
Walkathon to raise funds for the
ALIVE! Child Development Center.
Starts at 2723 King Street at 1:30
p.m. Community picnic to follow.
www.alive-inc.org or 703-548-9255.

MONDAY/MAY 4
 Yoga for Gardeners. 9:30 a.m. at

Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Features the Vinyasa
method. $66/six-class session. To
register, 703-642-5173.

Workshop. Learn how to create spring-
inspired centerpieces at 7 p.m. at the
Studio, 8088 Danewood Drive. $255/
three classes. Visit
www.WisteriaFlorals.com or 703-
336-1042 to register.

Mother’s Day Art Studio, 2-3:30
p.m. at Art at the Center, 2804
Sherwood Hall Lane. Get ready for
Mother’s Day by making cards and
gifts. Visit www.artatthecenter.org/
classes for details.

Small Wonders. 10:30 a.m. at
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Children 1-2 years can
enjoy stories and activities. Free.
Registration required, 703-765-3645.

TUESDAY/MAY 5
 Benefit Concert. 7:30 p.m. at

Episcopal High School, 3900 W.
Braddock Road. Hear Mendelssohn’s
Octet in E-Flat Major. Donations
accepted. 703-933-4135.

Lullaby Stories. 7 p.m. at Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre.
Children 1-5 can enjoy stories and
activities. Free. 703-339-4610.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 6
 Girls Night Out. 7 p.m. at John

Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Teens can discuss books. Call
for titles. Age 12-15. Registration
required, 703-971-0010.

THURSDAY/MAY 7
 Fiesta Cinco de Mayo. 6:30 p.m. at

Jack Taylor’s Alexandria Toyota,
3750 Jefferson Davis Highway.
$100/persn, proceeds benefit health
care of low-income families. Enjoy
music, raffles, auction, food and
more. E-mail
cincodemayoalex@aol.com

BBQ. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church, 8009 Fort Hunt
Road. Enjoy bbq pork, chicken and
more. $8/proceeds benefit church.
Visit www.saintlukeschurch.net or
703-765-4342.

The Alexandria Harmonizers will perform on Friday, May 8 and Saturday, May 9 at
Annandale High School.
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BETSY TWIGG
Phone: 703-967-4391
E-mail: betsy.twigg@longandfoster.com
Web: betsytwigg.LNFRE.com

Arlington North $1,249,000
Maywood Renovation

Masterful expansion and renovation of 1920s farmhouse in
keeping with Maywood Historic District guidelines and using
“green” elements. Beautiful recycled wood floors unify the new
and old part of the home on the main level which offers a
living room, spacious dining room, sleek kitchen with Energy
Star appliances and onyx countertops, and wonderful family
room with atrium doors to the rear porch. Upstairs there are 4
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms plus the laundry room while the

top floor is a retreat for a home office or playroom. The lower level has a rec room with extensive
audiovisual capabilities, guest suite with fireplace and bathroom and an atrium door to the patio. Walk
to shops, restaurants, park and bike path. One light to D.C.! Taylor, Swanson, Washington-Lee schools.

Arlington North $1,335,000
Dramatic Views

Nestled on the end of a private cul-de-sac, this expansive
home is sited on a half-acre lot and provides views of the
Potomac, Georgetown and Washington. Exceptionally large
rooms include living, dining and family room with tall windows,
updated kitchen with breakfast area, four large bedrooms
and two bathrooms upstairs along with the laundry room. The
lower level has recently been updated with a stone fireplace
and media/rec room with a second kitchen. Also on this level

is the 5th bedroom with private bathroom and a playroom with pint-sized powder room. Just blocks from
Potomac Overlook Park and an easy commute to Washington, Crystal City, Airport, Pentagon, Old Town,
Langley and Tyson’s Corner. Taylor, Williamsburg, Yorktown schools.

Arlington North $995,000
Cherrydale Craftsman

Built in 1917, this authentic Craftsman home was renovated
and expanded in 2005 by Morris-Day. Enter through a deep
front porch to the inviting living room with wood-burning
fireplace flanked by bookcases. Built-ins are also in the den
and breakfast area which has a door leading to the deck and
level, fenced yard. The kitchen has honed granite
countertops, cream cabinets and stainless appliances and a
pantry too. Upstairs there are three bedrooms and two new

bathrooms. A sleeping porch remains off one bedroom while the master bedroom has windows
overlooking the yard. A one-car garage completes the home. Walk to Ballston Metro, shops, restaurants,
library, parks and bike path. Taylor, Swanson, Washington-Lee schools.

Alexandria has too many criti-
cal challenges before it not to have
voting representation on both
sides of the aisle. Frank Fannon is
the balance that we need. On May
5, voters will benefit by electing
Frank Fannon to City Council.

Steven Moore

Responsible
Board Member
To the Editor:

We support Sheryl Gorsuch for
reelection to her second term on
the School Board of the Alexan-
dria City Public Schools (ACPS),
District A. As a long-time advocate
for our children, Sheryl is uniquely
qualified to serve the needs of our
community. Before her first elec-
tion to the board, she invested the
time to understand the issues, the
needs of our community, and the
needs of our students, among
other things serving as PTA presi-
dent, on the PTA Council, and on
the ACPS Budget Advisory Com-
mittee. In her first term on the
board, she has advocated for the
best interests of our children, she
has listened to the concerns of the
community, and has worked to
bring consensus on difficult issues.
Sheryl has always been responsive
to the issues brought to her by
community members, and we ap-
preciate all that she has done. In
addition, as a successful small
business owner, Sheryl has dem-
onstrated the business skills nec-
essary to be a good leader.

Sheryl commits the time and ef-
fort required to understand how
the school system functions, so as
to consistently offer realistic solu-
tions for improvement. Sheryl has
been instrumental in developing
the strategic plan for Alexandria
City Public Schools, bringing the
vision needed to focus our limited
resources on our most important
issues.

Please join us in re-electing
Sheryl Gorsuch to the Alexandria
School Board. We know her to be
a responsible board member and
a good friend.

Karen Helbrecht, Gordon
Johnston, Lonnie Rich,
Marcia Call, Sean and
Marilyn Doherty, Peter and
Jenny Heimberg

Serves with
Dedication
To the Editor:

This certifies unreserved support
for the Honorable Vice Mayor, Del
Pepper, for re-election to City
Council. For years, Del Pepper has
served the community well with
dedication, honesty, vision and
good will. She is well known for
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service in a wide variety of com-
munity organizations such as the
NAACP of which she and 15 mem-
bers of the Pepper family are also
lifetime members.

Del Pepper, since arriving in our
city, has persistently promoted
both general health and mental
health. She has consistently sup-
ported our public school system
during good times and bad times.
Her service on the Hammond
School Board and the T.C. Will-
iams PTSA is particularly notewor-
thy. She has also been a persistent
promoter of affordable housing
and a protector of the rights of the
disadvantaged.

In my opinion, Del Pepper has
always been responsive to the to-
tal needs of all citizens. On May
5, I will vote to re-elect Del Pep-
per and hope that you will do the
same for the continued growth of
our “dream city.”

Ferdinand T. Day
Alexandria

Innovative,
Committed
To the Editor:

Supporting Frank Fannon for
City Council on May 5 is a show
of support for a native Alexandrian
that exhibits leadership and com-
mitment to our community every
day. Knowing Frank for more than
20 years, I have had several busi-
ness dealings with him, benefiting
from his experience and knowl-
edge in each. Additionally, I have
observed Frank’s growth and use
of innovative ideas with his clients’
concerns at heart and leading his
own successful business in Alex-
andria as he remains committed
to our community. Frank consis-
tently contributes to our commu-
nity and organization operating in
it financially, as well as participat-
ing in numerous activities. His
time and sincere efforts to improve
every endeavor he involves him-
self in a fiscally responsible way,
demonstrates the type of leader-
ship we need on our city council.

As a past president of the Alex-
andria Sportsman’s Club I have
served with Frank on the Board of
Governors and as an officers of the
club. Frank’s genuine desire to do
more than just maintain the club
at status quo and position it to do
more for youth of Alexandria in
the future lead to increases in
membership, left it stronger finan-
cially, and enabled the scholarship
funds to grow.

Frank Fannon’s Alexandria
based business, community activ-
ism, and demonstrations of lead-
ership in each exemplify the rea-
sons we need to support him for

See Letters,  Page 29
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Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage
the patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for
surgery. I regard him as one of the premier dentists in the
non-surgical management of TMJ Disorders.”
—Dr. Joseph Arzadon

“Very professional environment, excellent level of service,
up-to-date dental technology.” — Anne

“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my
concerns seriously.” — Mary 

“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop
relationships with  your patients.” — Kim

“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat
your patients with respect and courtesy in a way that  is
extremely rare.” — Nancy

Trusted Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.

Cosmetic Dental Services:
• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• In Office Whitening
• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually
  painless anesthesia

Unique Dental Services:
• Dental Sleep Appliance
• Computer Preview of New Smile

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere
• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
   during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with
  Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
  Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile
  Magazine & TMJ News-n-Views

Testimonials
Michael B. Rogers, DDS

Dennis J. Holly, DMD
4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDental.com
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Alexandria City Council.
John Crane

Past President Alexandria
Sportsman’s Club

Champion for
Children
To the Editor:

We are writing this letter in sup-
port of the re-election of Rob
Krupicka for City Council. We
could delve into various examples
of his leadership, but would like
to emphasize one of Rob’s major
contributions — his efforts on be-
half of our City’s children. Rob and
his wife Lisa are tireless champi-
ons for all our children in their
efforts to become productive and
successful citizens. His commit-
ment to ensuring that our City’s
children have access to quality pre-
school is well known.

Rob chairs the Governor’s
School Readiness Task Force and
in that capacity helped create a
comprehensive and visionary set
of statewide standards to ensure
that every child is ready for school.
As a member of the Virginia Board
of Education, Rob will take his
leadership in school readiness to
the next level in our statewide K-
12 programs. No doubt he will

help create innovative policies that
ensure our children’s success
through their school age years.
Bringing the skills and insights
from these statewide endeavors
back to our community is one of
Rob’s greatest assets. Our School
Board has created a new strategic
plan with a vision that states we
will “Set the international stan-
dard for educational excellence,
where all students achieve their
potential and actively contribute
to our local and global communi-
ties.” Changing our vision from
“meeting standards” to “setting
standards” is a huge shift in pri-
orities. It raises the bar to a level
we have too often perceived as
unattainable and it requires a col-
lective responsibility far beyond
the support system of our schools.
Without the necessary leadership
on Council and elsewhere in our
City, we cannot achieve the level
of success that is explicitly stated
in this new vision.

Therefore, we strongly encour-
age you to turn out for the Coun-
cil elections on May 5 and to vote
for Rob Krupicka. Rob’s proven
and passionate leadership is
needed if we are to make the suc-
cess of all our children a reality …
not just a dream!

Monica Bell, Charlie and
Sandi Collum, Sean

McEnearney, Art Schmalz,
Sheryl Gorsuch, Bob Bell,
Marcia Call, Eileen Rivera,
and Susan Johnson.

Unacceptable
Status Quo
To the Edit'or:

I attended last week’s District A
Candidate Forum for School Board
at Mount Vernon Community
School and was most impressed
with Bill Campbell, who has not
received much attention to date.
He answered every question with
such passion and commitment,
and underscored the importance
of parental involvement to the suc-
cess of all of our students. More
importantly, when the panel of
candidates was asked what was
the most pressing issue confront-
ing our schools, Bill Campbell ex-
pressed what I hope was the feel-
ing of all who were in attendance
that night; his shock and disap-
pointment that a School Board
incumbent’s response was “aging
facilities and infrastructure.”

Bill Campbell responded “When
we put plaques on buildings in this
town that are 100 years old, I can-
not believe a sitting School Board
member believes aging infrastruc-
ture is our number one problem.

When we know that 1 out of ev-
ery 4 Hispanics drops out and that
40 percent of our students come
to high school reading below
grade level, folks, that’s sad.”

He is absolutely right. We can
tolerate this no more. We pay too
much money in Alexandria to have
School Board members who are so
out of touch sitting on the board.

This is why I am voting for Bill
Campbell, Mimi Carter and Sheryl
Gorsuch for School Board on Tues-
day, May 5. Their platforms of pa-
rental engagement, academic ex-
cellence and accountability will
take our school system where it
needs to be. The status quo is sim-
ply unacceptable to me.

Maria Getoff

Expertise
Needed
To the Editor:

Alexandria needs to reelect Tim
Lovain as a member of the Alex-
andria City Council. Tim has the
transportation expertise to help
solve Alexandria’s traffic prob-
lems. He understands that provid-
ing alternative multi-modal trans-
portation systems using efficient,
arterial routes for Alexandrians is
one of the best ways to protect our
neighborhoods and

keepAlexandria moving. Tim’s
goal is to move people, not cars,
around Alexandria.

Tim Lovain was a valuable sup-
porter of the Transportation Mas-
ter Plan adopted for Alexandria
last year. He understands that
planning in advance is the key to
handling Alexandria’s transporta-
tion issues and will assure that
every land use decision fits into the
overall transportation plan for the
City.

Tim knows that we need to
implement multi-modal integrated
transportation systems that in-
clude trolleys, bus rapid transit,
dedicated bicycle lanes, improved
pedestrian walks and enhance-
ments to existing public transpor-
tation. Tim Lovain has sponsored
a public forum on street cars to
educate Alexandrians about how
the modern street car fits into
today’s transportation plans. It is
definitely “not your father’s car”
any longer.

Improved public transportation
is not just more routes and vehicles
— it is using technology to alert
riders to when vehicles will be ar-
riving and where there are delays
— as well as providing comfort-
able “Smart Shelters” in which rid-
ers can wait comfortably. Modern

See Letters,  Page 30
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www.amandajordan.sell4.com

Amanda Jordan, CRS

Sunny, clean and updated 4BR/2BA
Colonial in highly sought after
Douglas MacArthur school dis-
trict. Brand new kitchen, wood
floors, fully finished basement with
full bath, screened lanai. All on a
quiet Cul de Sac. 2200 Valley
Circle will be offered at $675,000.

Call for Private Showing.

Right Place. Right Time.
571-212-3079

RE/MAX Allegiance

technology allows public trans-
portation to be easy to use and be-
come the first choice of people in
Alexandria.

There must be reliable transpor-
tation alternatives to automobiles.
Alexandria needs to implement
the Master Plan which recognizes
these alternatives. Tim Lovain has
been in the forefront in focusing
on this and we need to retain his
expertise on City Council. All
Alexandrians need to support Tim
Lovain for City Council.

Lois Walker

Neighborhood
Representative
To the Editor:

We are parents of young chil-
dren who will be attending kinder-
garten at Jefferson-Houston
School in the fall. Jefferson-Hous-
ton has suffered in the past from
lack of attention from ACPS. Prin-
cipals came and went, the arts cur-
riculum failed, and many middle
class parents opted out, lotteried
out, or moved out. A big part of
the problem was that no one rep-
resented the neighborhood around
Jefferson-Houston on the school
board. On May 5, we have the
chance to fix that — by electing
Helen Morris.

Helen has led a group of inter-
ested parents and community
members to advocate for
Jefferson-Houston, studying and
pursuing needed reforms while
working closely and
collaboratively with Kimberley
Graves, Jefferson-Houston’s prin-
cipal. Helen believes that each
child at Jefferson-Houston can and
should succeed, and that imple-
menting the International Bacca-
laureate Primary Years Program at
the school will drive that success.
We are excited to have IB at our
school, and want it to make
Jefferson-Houston the pride of all
of our neighborhoods, as
Jefferson-Houston is the neighbor-
hood school for much of Old Town
where Beth lives and part of Del
Ray where Stephen lives.

So we were troubled by some of
the things we heard at the School
Board District A candidate debate
at the Durant Center on Monday,
April 20. Sheryl Gorsuch, who
comes from Del Ray, made noises
about supporting IB during the
debate — but the fact is that she
voted against implementing IB at
Jefferson-Houston and spoke out
against IB at every turn. So it was
disappointing that Ms. Gorsuch
did not have the courage of her
convictions to explain what those
concerns were while debating
right next to Jefferson-Houston
and in front of Jefferson-Houston
parents.
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Del Ray candidate Mimi Carter
also made a good show of prais-
ing Jefferson-Houston’s recent
progress and mouthing support for
IB. But this position is wholly at
odds with her own Web site, where
Ms. Carter said that ACPS should
consider closing Jefferson-Hous-
ton as a neighborhood elementary
school and transferring all the stu-
dents to surrounding schools. We
think this is a terrible idea and a
slap at the Parker-Gray community
and everyone involved in making
Jefferson-Houston a wonderful
school.

By contrast, we think that Helen
Morris will provide principled,
consistent, and honest leadership
on the School Board for Parker-
Gray, Old Town, Del Ray, and all
of Alexandria. We are proudly and
loudly supporting her on May 5.

Stephen Mostow
Beth Coast

Beyond
‘D’ or ‘R’
To the Editor:

I am a property owner and a
long time City of Alexandria resi-
dent. My business is located here
as are most of my friends. I care
about this city and what happens
to its citizenry and my tax dollars.
I love the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia.

I am supporting two candidates
this year who are from opposing
parties, but have our best interest
at heart. Frank Fannon for City
Council and Brian Moran for gov-
ernor.

I am a registered Republican,
but I’m going to vote for Brian
Moran for governor. As strange as
that may sound, it makes total
sense to me. Brian has proved time
and time again that he gets it, he
has worked hard, he is honest and
he has the best interest of his con-
stituents at heart.

At some point I decided that the
mettle of the man was more im-
portant than the “D” or “R” after
the name on the ballot.

On May 5, the city will hold elec-
tions for city council; I fear it will
result in the same old song, “D” or
“R”, “D” or “R”, with quality people
being excluded from the function
of government because of some
misguided adherence to a national
party being displayed in a local
election. Maybe it’s time to drop
the old party line and vote the
mettle of the man (or woman.)

My friend Frank Fannon is a tire-
less worker, he loves this city, and,
like Brian, he gets it. Frank is a 5th
generation Alexandrian who truly
cares about our city. Frank knows
our neighborhoods well, believes
ideas count more than party la-
bels, and has the financial exper-

tise we need in government right
now.

I’m going to put away my el-
ephant tie for the day and give
Brian a shot, because of who he
is, not because of or despite his
political affiliation. He is the best
person for the job.

I encourage Alexandria Demo-
crats to give Frank Fannon the
same opportunity. If you love this
city as much as I do and if you care
about it’s future, buck the system,
leave the donkey tie in the closet
and cast a vote for Frank Fannon
on May 5.

 John R. Keegan
Alexandria

Innovative
Thinker
To the Editor:

As the parent of an Alexandria
City Public Schools (ACPS) stu-
dent and a soon-to-be kindergart-
ner, and the spouse of an ACPS
teacher, I encourage all voters in
District A to choose Mimi Carter
for Alexandria School Board.

I have known Mimi through the
Mount Vernon Community School
PTA. She is an amazing leader.
Mimi encourages parental involve-
ment, takes time to learn about
new issues and always makes de-
cisions based on what will help our
students and teachers.

Mimi has devoted countless
hours to organizing programs at
MVCS, listening to school staff and
working with the School Board to
maximize resources that will meet
our children’s needs.

Mimi is absolutely correct that
ACPS needs to devote more atten-
tion to making sure that we are
educating children who live in Al-
exandria. Our school system offers
fantastic opportunities. It is no
wonder that families living outside
of the city want their children to
attend our schools. Our students
and taxpayers rely on ACPS to pro-
tect those resources.

Mimi will be an effective addi-
tion to our School Board. She is
dedicated, intelligent, knows
when we need to work in new di-
rections and has the innovative
thinking to do what is best for our
kids.

I hope that District A voters will
join me in voting for Mimi Carter
on May 5.

 Kimberley Moore

Public School
Advocate
To the Editor:

We are writing this letter in sup-
port of our neighbor, friend, and

See Letters,  Page 31
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Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

Call Gary Dopslaff
703.760.0744 Office
703.795.0697 Cell

One of Del Ray’s most charming cot-
tages located on the “Avenue”.
Beautifully renovated with dynamite
kitchen, formal dining room, spacious
living room with reading nook over-
looks front lawn and patio. Three com-
fortable upper level bedrooms and 2 full
baths. Just perfect with everything
from the white picket fence to the
original details to the modern updates!
Walk to Metro. $759,900

JUST LISTED! Gorgeous Dutch
Colonial Revival features fabulous
updates including charming eat-in
kitchen, elegant formal dining room, 3
spacious upper level bedrooms and lower
level guest room. Great period detailing.
Relaxing front porch overlooks quiet
street. Beautifully landscaped backyard.
Off-street parking. Steps to restaurants,
shops and more! $669,900

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4
PM

1402 M
ount V

ernon Ave.

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4
PM

111 E. R
aymond Ave.
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public school advocate, Scott
Newsham, who is running for re-
election to the ACPS school board
in District A on May 5.

Our relationship with Scott has
spanned the last three years of his
School Board service and included
working collaboratively with him
to raise awareness and support for
environmental stewardship
throughout ACPS. With Scott’s
support and leadership, environ-
mental stewardship has become
an integral element of ACPS’ cur-
rent strategic plan. Our children
and community will undoubtedly
benefit from the energy and atten-
tion he has given to this vital is-
sue.

Scott’s leadership targets a
single agenda: raising student
achievement system-wide. He has
worked in partnership with ACPS
administration, other school board
members, and community mem-
bers to recruit a new superinten-
dent to our school system, develop
a budget that meets our children’s
needs, and create policies that
deliver meaningful outcomes for
our children.

We have observed Scott’s
strengths and leadership skills
first-hand and know that he brings
an unwavering dedication to ex-
cellence within ACPS and a capac-
ity for collaboration that translates
to positive results. We and other
community members who know
him appreciate his candor, his re-
sponsiveness, and his focus on
doing the right thing.

Scott has been involved in pub-
lic service for more than 30 years.
Today, he dedicates himself to en-
riching every Alexandria City
child’s education experience
through his service on the ACPS
School Board. Our community has
come to rely on his sound judg-
ment and solution-oriented ap-
proach.

Please support Scott Newsham’s
candidacy for re-election to our
School Board on May 5 and en-
sure that our children continue to See Letters,  Page 33

benefit from his exceptional lead-
ership.

Samantha and Kenneth
Ahdoot, Linda and Timothy
Critchfield, Heather and
Freeman Jelks, Christine
Matthews, Lori and Lee Quill,
Amy Slack and David Fromm,
and Margaret Wohler

Progressive
Thinker
To the Editor:

I am a small business owner, ac-
tive environmentalist, and resi-
dent of Alexandria for the past
nine years. Rob Krupicka strikes
me as the right person at the right
time to address the issues most
pressing to the city — supporting
small businesses and the jobs they
create and catalyzing a greener
Alexandria.

Rob places a high priority on
creating consistent and predict-
able processes for business and on
keeping business property taxes
relatively low, compared to other
jurisdictions here in Northern Vir-
ginia. Consistency, predictability,
and low-cost make for just the
right environment for a small busi-
ness to thrive. Rob’s emphasis on
making Alexandria an attractive,
livable city means small business
owners have a pipeline to talented,
local employees. His business
policy strikes just the right note,
particularly in this economically
tough time.

I served for a time on
Alexandria’s Environmental Policy
Commission and, in that role, wit-
nessed Rob’s commitment to mak-
ing Alexandria a leading edge city
in terms of our environmental
sustainability. Rob is a progressive
thinker who recognizes the oppor-
tunity for our city government and
our business community to lead
the way in making the city more
energy efficient, more pedestrian
friendly, less wasteful, and more
livable.
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People

M
ore than 250
people attended
the Alexandria
Commission for

Women’s 29th annual Salute to
Women Awards Banquet on March
30 to honor 17 outstanding
women nominated by fellow resi-
dents for their contributions to the
Alexandria community. The event
is held with support from the Al-
exandria Office on Women each
year during Women’s History
Month.

Presiding over the banquet,
Commission for Women Chair
Mary Catherine Gibbs welcomed
all award nominees:

❖ Marguerite Payez Lifetime
Achievement Award – State Sen.
Patsy Ticer

❖ Women’s Health and Safety
Advocate Award – Frances Hicks

❖ Youth Community Services
Award – Dr. Diane Reese

❖ Leadership in Business & Ca-
reer Development Award – Marcia
Call

❖ Marian Van Landingham Leg-
islation and Public Policy Award –
Karen Gautney

❖ Rising Star Award – Alicia
Hughes

❖ Making a Difference Award –
Alice Merrill and Linda Odell

❖ Vola Lawson Award – Audrey
Davis

For the fourth year, the banquet
was a fundraiser to support pro-
grams of the Office on Women,
including domestic and sexual vio-
lence services.

Salute to Women Awards
Marcia Call and her
daughter Meg Rich.Lonnie Rich, state Sen. Patsy Ticer and Jen Walker

Karen Gautney

Frances Hicks

Diane M. Reese and Audrey P. Davis

Karyn Moran, Alice Merrill and Linda Odell
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

The Board of Equalization and Assessment Review for the City of Alexandria will convene at 9:00 
a.m. on Wednesday, May 20, 2009, at 301 King Street, City Hall, Room 3008, Alexandria, Virgin-
ia, for the purpose of equalizing real estate assessments. The purpose of this meeting will be to 
discuss meeting dates, docket order and processing, and other administrative issues. On suc-
ceeding days, as established during the May 20 organizational meeting, the Board of Equaliza-
tion and Assessment Review will meet for the purpose of hearing complaints of inequalities 
wherein the property owners allege a lack of uniformity in assessment, or errors in acreage in 
such real estate assessments. The Board also shall hear complaints that real property is as-
sessed at more than fair market value. Persons who wish to appeal to the Board of Equalization 
and Assessment Review may obtain the necessary forms by applying to the City of Alexandria 
Department of Real Estate Assessments, 301 King Street, City Hall, Room 2600, Alexandria, Vir-
ginia 22314, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. If you wish only to obtain 
the necessary forms related to the assessment appeal process, please call 703-838-4576. The 
form may also be printed from the City’s web site at......

http://alexandriava.gov/uploadedfiles/realestate/info/request_appeal.pdf

If, after receiving or printing the forms you would like further information, please call 703-838-
4646 during normal business hours. The deadline for filing an appeal is July 1, 2009.

Appeals with a postmark after July 1, 2009, will not be accepted. The July 1, 2009, appeal dead-
line is not applicable to appeals of assessments made pursuant to Virginia Code § 58.1-3292.

Legal Notices Legal Notices

Legal Notices Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE 
Sapore D’Italia Inc. trading as sapore D’Italia, 
1310 Mount Vernon Ave. Alexandria, VA 22301. 
The above establishment is applying to the VIR-
GINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEV-
ERAGE CONTROL for a Wine and Beer on 
premise;mixed beverage on premise license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.
Jose Dominquez Oscar M. Bermudez

ABC LICENSE
Target Stores, Inc trading as Target Store 
T-1076, 3101 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Alexandria, 
VA 22305. The above establishment is applying 
to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOL-
IC BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Wine & Beer 
Off premise license to sell or manufacture alco-
holic beverages. Timothy R. Beer Executive 
Vice President

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to members of the New 
York, nonprofit, American Society of Clinical On-
cology, Inc., that proxy ballots for eligible ASCO 
members to vote on proposed amendments to 
ASCO Bylaws are available through ASCO’s of-
ficial website, www.asco.org. Eligible members 
must vote between March 24 and May 18, 2009, 
to have their proxy ballots counted and deliv-
ered to the ASCO President for casting at the 
2009 ASCO Annual Business Meeting. Mem-
bers with questions can email 
ASCOBylaws@asco.org or call (571) 483-
1310.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON AN 
APPEAL OF A DECISION OF THE BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW, OLD & HISTORIC 
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT ON MARCH 4, 2009.

A public hearing will be held by the City Council 
of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, on Saturday, 
May 16, 2009 at 9:30 am, in Council Chambers, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King Street, Alex-
andria, Virginia on the following applications:

CASE BAR2008-0158

An appeal of the Board’s decision approving, as 
amended, demolition/encapsulation at 113 
Princess St, zoned RM Residential.

APPLICANT: Karl and Lydia Svoboda

APPELLANT: Mr. and Mrs. Allan Gruer on be-
half of petitioners

CASE BAR2008-0159

An appeal of the Board’s decision approving, as 
amended, an addition & alterations at 113 
Princess St, zoned RM Residential.

APPLICANT: Karl and Lydia Svoboda

APPELLANT: Mr. and Mrs. Allan Gruer on be-
half of petitioners

This appeal is being held pursuant to Section 
10-107 of the Zoning Ordinance for the Old and 
Historic Alexandria District of the City of Alexan-
dria.

Notice of Proposed Ordinance

And

Invitation to Bid

City of Alexandria, Virginia

The City of Alexandria proposes to grant a fran-
chise, in the manner prescribed by law, for Tele-
communications Services, excluding Cable 
Services, permitting the design, construction, 
maintenance, upgrade, repair, removal and op-
eration of a system, including a fiber-to-the-
premises network, in the public rights-of-way, as 
set forth in the following proposed franchise or-
dinance:

Notice:

Bids are invited by the City of Alexandria, 
Virginia, for the grant of a franchise permitting 
the franchisee to use the public rights-of-way in 
the City for the design, construction, mainte-
nance, repair, upgrade, removal and operation 
of a system to provide telecommunications serv-
ices, excluding cable services, for the benefit of 
residents, businesses and government in the 
City. Detailed conditions and specifications for 
the franchise are on file in the office of the Di-
rector of Citizen Assistance, 301 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314.

The term of the franchise is negotiable, but it 
shall be for a minimum of five years.

All bids are to be submitted in writing and 
delivered to Rose Williams Boyd, Director, Of-
fice of Citizen Assistance, 301 King Street, Alex-
andria, Virginia 22314, on or before May 18, 
2009 at 3:00 pm. eastern time. At that time bids 
shall be publicly opened and bidders identified.

In addition, identification of the bidders shall 
be announced in open session of the City Coun-
cil of the City of Alexandria in the Council's 
Chambers, City Hall, 301 King Street, second 
floor, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, on May 26, 
2009, at 7:00 p.m. at that time, the Mayor shall 
refer the bids received to the city manager to 
evaluate, review and consider in the manner 
prescribed by law, including the selection of, 
and negotiation of a franchise agreement with, 
a preferred bidder. As soon thereafter as practi-
cable, the City Manager will recommend the 
successful bidder, and present the negotiated 
franchise agreement, for consideration and ap-
proval by City Council.

The City reserves the right in the City Man-
ager's sole discretion to reject any and all bids; 
to terminate negotiations at any stage of the se-
lection process, and to reissue the request for 
bids with or without modification.

The descriptive notice of the proposed fran-
chise ordinance is as follows:

The proposed ordinance will grant a franchise, 
under certain conditions, permitting the grantee 
to use the public rights-of-way in the City of 
Alexandria, for the design, construction, mainte-
nance, repair, upgrade, removal and operation 
of a Telecommunications System, excluding Ca-
ble Services, for the benefit of residents, busi-
nesses and government in the City. (Complete 
text of ordinance available in office of the City 
Clerk.)

Jackie M. Henderson
City Clerk and Clerk of Council
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Letters

I would encourage all those who
want a thriving business commu-
nity and a thriving green Alexan-
dria to cast a vote for Rob this May.

Jerry Casagrande
CarrotSeed
Alexandria

Big Step
Forward
To the Editor:

There is a revolution happening
in Alexandria’s transportation sys-
tem.

Due to a concerted effort by the
city government and participation
by Alexandria residents, our city
is now only second in the region
to Washington, D.C. for the per-
centage of residents — 9 percent
— who walk or bike to work. In
the last Council of Government’s
survey we passed Arlington’s rate
of 7.6 percent.

Whether you walk, bike, use
transit or drive, you should care
about these numbers. This trend
towards walking and biking helps
to spread out the capacity of our
transportation system. According
to the Victoria Transport Policy
Institute, changing a car trip to a
bicycle trip saves us money. This
savings comes from the price of
congestion, road maintenance,
parking, gas, air and noise pollu-
tion.

Those of us who are walking and
biking more are certainly benefit-
ing from stronger hearts and bet-
ter health. We are also fighting air
pollution, as motor vehicles are
responsible for about 30 percent
of all NO2 and VOC emissions, and
about 9 percent of particulate
matter (aka soot), according to the
National Council for Science and
the Environment.

This makes Alexandria a more
desirable place to live and work,
helping our property values. Ac-
cording to the Urban Land Insti-
tute, homebuyers are willing to
pay a $20,000 premium to live in
pedestrian friendly neighbor-
hoods. And the National Associa-
tion of Realtors says that trails are
one of the most popular features
that homebuyers look for.

This trend towards walking and
biking has not happened by acci-
dent.

The Community Pathways pro-
gram that Councilman Smedberg
and I started, plus our great Safe
Routes to School programs, our
community bike activists and the
City Bicycle and Pedestrian Coor-
dinator have all helped to make
this happen.

We have done a lot to make Al-
exandria a safer and more conve-
nient place to walk and bike. The
City’s “Year in Review” document

available on its Web site can give
you all of the details, but some of
the highlights of our efforts in-
clude:

❖ 2.7 miles of on-road bikeways
and has approved another 32
miles in the Transportation Mas-
ter Plan.

❖ A total trail network through
the city, including connecting re-
gional trails of 76.6 miles.

❖ The installation in 2008 of the
region’s first pedestrian beacon –
known as a HAWK signal – on Van
Dorn Street.

❖ Installation of new sidewalks
along including Edsall Road and
West Nelson Avenue and approved
a Safe Routes to School sidewalk
project on Cambridge Road.

❖ Improvement to over 20 indi-
vidual intersections with new
crossing signals, median refuges,
crosswalks and safety improve-
ments.

❖ Installation of over 90 new bi-
cycle racks.

❖ Completion of a re-surfacing
of the trail along Eisenhower Av-
enue and built a new 1/2-mile
connection to near Vola Lawson
Animal Shelter

❖ Two bi-annual Street Smart
campaigns, each in the spring and
fall, targeted towards drivers, pe-
destrians, and bicyclists to raise
awareness about safety. Each cam-
paign included specific enforce-
ment waves with tickets issued.

There is a lot for all of us to be
proud of in these numbers. We are
moving in the right direction. We
need to keep it up.

Rob Krupicka
City Councilman

In This
Together
To the Editor:

If you give me 30 minutes of
your time on May 5, Election Day,
I’ll give you three years of my life.
Alexandria is a great city. We can
make it even better. We’re all in
this together, so we should do it
together. I have the background
and experience to help do that.
That is why I am a candidate for
Alexandria City Council. Please
make the time to make a differ-
ence. Vote for me on Tuesday, May
5, and you can take part in change
for the better.

With all that is at stake today,
we cannot afford to talk past one
another. We can’t afford to allow
old differences to prevent us from
making progress in areas of com-
mon concern. We can’t afford to
let walls of mistrust stand. Instead,
we have to find — and build on
— our mutual interests. For it is
only when people come together,
and seek common ground, that
some of that mistrust can begin to

fade. And that is where progress
begins.

These are the words of President
Barack Obama, spoken during his
weekly video address on April 11,
2009. His actions have matched
his words through his appoint-
ment of Republicans to his own
Cabinet. Clearly, it is by working
together that we will find better
solutions to today’s and
tomorrow’s problems. Alexandria
needs the strength to believe in
change and togetherness.

I believe that we can best serve
Alexandria by creating a City
Council of different viewpoints to
create greater discussion. Working
together by looking at problems
from different perspectives will
lead to ideas and solutions that
make us better than we are now. I
have no intention of acting divi-
sively once elected. Working pro-
ductively, constructively, and
proactively, we can achieve
everyone’s goal: making Alexan-
dria better.

For more than seven years, the
City of Alexandria rode the crest
of the wave of rising real estate
assessments. Since the develop-
ment of the Patent and Trademark
Office, the focus has been on resi-
dential development at the ex-
pense of commercial development.
Current homeowners are suffering
because of this strategy. The cur-
rent City Council wants to raise
real estate taxes to make up for
declining assessments. I will not
vote to raise taxes, and I’ll tell you
why.

Alexandria needs to focus on
reducing the scale of government
in head count and dollars spent,
while increasing the efficiency and
effectiveness of our workforce. We
can make budget cuts and still re-
tain all of our services by demand-
ing more from our workforce.
Workers in the private sector are
suffering layoffs, pay cuts, and the
demand for greater productivity.
We need to demand the same from
our City employees.

Until now, there has been a lack
of discussion on the negative ef-
fects of an increase in the real es-
tate tax rate. That changes now. I
have read and heard residents dis-
cussing increases in taxes in terms
of a latte ($3.50 or so) a day. I pre-
fer to discuss a tax increase in
terms of items such as school
lunches, bus fares, and prescrip-
tion medicines. To many in our
City, $3.50 a day is a great deal of
money and affects them substan-
tially, especially to those who are
losing their jobs or dealing with
pay cuts. If the City Council in-
creases the real estate tax rate and
a family in our City goes hungry
or isn’t able to pay for necessary
medicines, we will be doing a dis-
service to our residents. The gov-

ernment is here to serve us. We are
not here to serve the government.

Phil Cefaratti

Give Locally
To The Editor:

Alexandrians know how impor-
tant it is to shop locally to support
our community’s economy. Today,
I am asking Alexandrians to give
locally to support our community’s
non-profit health and human ser-
vices providers.

Thanks to the generosity of citi-
zens and businesses throughout
our community, the Alexandria
United Way is very close to reach-
ing its 2008-2009 campaign goal.
With less than two months remain-
ing in this year’s campaign, we
need everyone with a little extra
to spare to help put us over the
top. º

Because of the recession, non-
profit health and human services
programs in Alexandria are facing
monumental funding cuts at the
very same time demand for their
services has increased. Reaching
our fundraising goal will empower
United Way to support these agen-
cies to ensure that services are
available to individuals and fami-
lies in our community who need
help. Working together with the
United Way of the National Capi-
tal Area, these services include
programs in the following strate-
gically targeted categories: Help-
ing Children and Youth Succeed,
Improving Health and Wellness,
Promoting Self Sufficiency,
Strengthening and Supporting
Families, and Supporting Vulner-
able and Aging Populations. In
addition, through our own initia-
tives, Alexandria United Way is
working to address the commu-
nity-wide challenges of Affordable
Housing and Child Wellness.

Giving locally to your Alexan-
dria United Way has never been
easier. You may donate online
through our secure Web site at
www.unitedwaynca.org, or you
may mail your donation to the
UWNCA Administrative Office,
8391 Old Courthouse Road, Suite
200, Vienna, VA 22182. Be sure to
select code #9001 to designate
your contribution to the Alexan-
dria Community Impact Fund. To
ensure that your donation counts
towards our 2008-2009 campaign
goal, please pledge before May 31.

By giving locally to the Alexan-
dria United Way, together we can
protect vital non-profit services
that make such a difference to the
unfortunate in our community
during these difficult economic
times.

Del. David Englin
2008-2009 Alexandria United

Way Campaign Chair

Structure’s
Significance
To the Editor:

Referring to the “Gothik Alamo,” Alex-
andria Gazette, April 23, 2009:

In his response to your question
regarding an old perception relat-
ing St. Paul’s church at the Alamo,
Professor Wilson evidently was not
aware of the former appearance of
the facade. At an unknown date
in the early part of the 20th c., a
small curvilinear parapet was
added to the top of the center bay
of the facade, and was topped with
small cross. The small parapet had
a central curved top, flanked by
two

smaller curves, the whole
vaguely reminiscent of the larger
and more pronounced curvilinear
elements of the Alamo facade.
Thus was born the sense of a
physical, but not stylistic, relation-
ship between the two buildings.

In the late 1990s the church
underwent a partial restoration of
the facade in order to recapture
the appearance of the street eleva-
tion of the building when com-
pleted in 1818. In addition to mor-
tar joints painted on the “sand-
stone-like” stucco of the facade to
simulate stone ashlar courses, it
was necessary to remove the so-
called “Alamo” parapet to more
fully attain the original configura-
tion of the church. This removal
was documented as part of the
restoration process and images of
the former condition of the facade
are on file in church archives as
well as in my own project files.

Thank you for your assistance in
maintaining a sense of accuracy in
the historic evolution of this sig-
nificant structure designed by Mr.
Latrobe.

 C. Richard Bierce, AIA
Restoration Architect

Alexandria

Protecting
Public Land
To the Editor:

Way to go Secretary of the Inte-
rior Ken Salazar! Since taking of-
fice you have begun to halt the
run-a-way destruction of our na-
tional parks and nature preserves.
Thanks. Although this approach
has provoked a backlash by those
who seek to profit from the de-
struction of our public lands, you
have shown remarkable resolve.
Your conscientious understanding
that you are a steward is a breath
of fresh air after the past eight
years.

Thank you for protecting “our”
land.

Harriet Matthews
Alexandria
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Sports

See Team Perseveres,  Page 35

See Crew Teams,  Page 36

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette Packet

A
s T.C. Williams girls’ soccer captain
and defender Amy Greco limped off
the field with a sprained ankle dur-

ing last Friday’s game against West Potomac,
it occurred to coach Williams Heresniak just
how depleted his squad had become over
recent weeks.

A team that started with 19 players, the
coach had a dilemma with just two choices
he could make to replace his fallen leader
in the back. The Titans have endured a rash
of injuries this season that no team in the
area can empathize with.

Including Greco, seven players have
missed some amount of game time due to

injury, forcing younger, less experienced
players to the forefront and in the process,
derailing what once looked like a promis-
ing season.

“The injuries are really hurting us,” said
Heresniak after his team dropped games to
West Potomac and Annandale this past
week. “We have fewer options on the bench
to go to.”

THE EFFECTS are noticeable when one
takes a glance at the Patriot District stand-
ings. After beginning the season with four-
straight non-district wins, T.C. Williams has
yet to win a game against a conference op-
ponent thus far, amassing an 0-4-2 record.

T.C. Williams girls’ soccer team
perseveres through slew of injuries.

Wounded Titans Keep Trucking Along

With injuries befalling several top players on the team, T.C. Williams
coach William Heresniak has turned to youngsters like freshman Kirby
Porterfield to help carry the load.
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By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette

B
ishop Ireton senior Clara
Condalor was well aware
that last weekend’s Charlie
Butt Invitational is the lone

remaining crew regatta to actually
take place on the Potomac River ev-
ery year, but that’s not why she loves
the event so much.

For her, a member of the Cardinals’
varsity four boat, it’s all about com-
fort.

“This is the one place where you can
walk in spandex and feel completely
comfortable,” said Candalor. “It
doesn’t feel awkward at all, you’re just
proud of it. If we were to go anywhere
else in D.C. and do this, you couldn’t.
It just wouldn’t work.”

Thousands of athletes, parents, and
rowing enthusiasts — including Vice
President Joe Biden — joined

Candalor along the Potomac River bank in
Georgetown, basking in the glow of the
unseasonably warm weather and a crew
event that feels more like a festival than a
race.

Dozens of tents were filled to the brim
with food for postrace consumption as 18
teams — including T.C. Williams, West
Potomac, Ireton, and Episcopal — lined a
quarter-mile stretch of the district shore
while rowers alternated between lounging
with friends and cheering on their team-
mates as they crossed the nearby finish line.

With everything side-by-side, it made for
an impromptu tent village along the water-
front.

“We’ve got 1,000 people waiting for seven
minutes of race, so the rest of the time is a
bit of a party,” said Ireton assistant coach
Austin Middleton.

“If I weren’t wearing TC stuff, I could
probably eat at every tent out there,” joked
T.C. Williams girls’ coach Jon Schildknecht.

FOR REGATTA ORGANIZER  and
Yorktown coach Andy Bacas, the day’s event
was more like a revival. A Washington-Lee
graduate who rowed for the Generals 35
years ago under coach Charlie Butt, Bacas
remembers when every crew race in the
area took place on the Potomac, either in
Georgetown or down by Alexandria. Butt
established the W-L crew program as the
first in the area 60 years ago in 1949.

In recent years, though, the Virginia Scho-
lastic Rowing Association (VASRA) has de-
emphasized regattas on the Potomac in fa-
vor of the Occoquan River, which is larger,
and therefore can accommodate more teams.
For example, a race on the Occoquan can
have six lanes of boats, whereas the Potomac
has the capacity for just four lanes. The only

Area crew teams bask
in Potomac River’s
last annual regatta
turned festival.

The defending state champion T.C. Williams women’s varsity eight
boat cruised to a first-place finish at the Charlie Butt Invitational
this past weekend.

Revival on the Potomac
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“We’ve got 1,000 people
waiting for seven minutes
of race, so the rest of the
time is a bit of a party.”

— Ireton coach Austin Middleton

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com
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The National Association of Letter
Carriers, in conjunction with the
United States Postal Service, will be

collecting nonperishable food items like canned meats and
fish, canned soup, juice, pasta, vegetables, cereal and rice on
Saturday, May 9TH to help families in need in our community,
in ZIP Codes 22301 through 22315.

You can help by placing your bagged food donation at your
mailbox on May 9TH before your letter carrier arrives. It will be
taken to the Post Office and then delivered to local food
banks or pantries. Please do not include items that have
expired or those in glass containers.

SATURDAY,
MAY 9TH

KNOWN FOR QUALITY & REPUTABLE WORK

SATISFYING CUSTOMERS FOR OVER 15 YEARS
• Residential & Commercial • Asphalt Driveways • Concrete Driveways • Parking Lots

• Patchwork/Repairs • Crack Seal/Repair • Stripping • New Construction
• Property Maintenance • 1-Year Warranty • Free Estimate

• Second Generation Family Owned/Operated • Licensed/Insured
• VA Class A Contractor

KATHMAR ASPHALT CONSTRUCTION
Office: 703-370-3737 Mobile: 703-910-0083

Serving All of Northern Virginia

From Page 34

Sports

T.C. Tennis
Makes Regionals

With a 5-4 win over West
Potomac Tuesday, the T.C. Will-
iams boys’ tennis team secured a
spot in Northern Region AAA
championships for the second time
in three years. The Titans went 12-
2 this season with their only losses
coming to undefeated Lake
Braddock.

Leading the charge was senior
Tarik Kottir, who finished the sea-
son 14-0 in singles play and 12-2
in doubles matches alongside
freshman Kyle Hairston. Co-cap-
tain Max Rickett was also impres-
sive, going 12-2 in both singles
and doubles this year. His partner
was fellow senior Evan Hulehan.

Golfers Shine in
IAC Tournament

Episcopal’s Adam Stowe posted
three-straight birdies on the clos-
ing holes to boost him to within
one shot of winning the Interstate
Athletic Conference (IAC) cham-
pionship on April 28. The junior’s
2-under 69 almost landed him in
a playoff with Matt Brown of
Georgetown Prep. But Brown sank
a tough 6-foot putt on the last hole
for his 68 and the individual title
at Shenandoah Valley Golf Club.

Senior Joe Curley of St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes shot a tidy
33 on the back nine for a 1-over
72 and a tie for third.  His team-
mate David Budway tied for 18th

along with Episcopal’s Hill
Dubose.

In the IAC team competition,
Episcopal finished in fourth place,
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes, fifth.

Ireton, Episcopal
Lacrosse Split

As part of its fifth-annual youth
lacrosse day this past Saturday,
Bishop Ireton hosted Alexandria
rival Episcopal in both boys’ and
girls’ lacrosse games. The festivi-
ties also included youth league
games scheduled between the two
varsity contests.

The Ireton girls, one of the best
teams in the area, improved their
record to 14-2 this season with a
dominating 19-7 victory over the
Maroon. Leading the charge was

Senior Ashton Hellmuth led the Bishop Ireton girls’
lacrosse team with six goals in its 19-7 win over Episco-
pal last Saturday.
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Alexandria Sports Briefs

Part of the problem has been the strength of the
Patriot District this year. Three teams — South
County, West Springfield, and Lake Braddock — have
legitimate regional title hopes.

Another issue is consistency. With the lineup con-
stantly in flux, Heresniak has been unsure what team
will show up. For instance, against West Potomac last
week, the Titans fell behind 1-0, only to reclaim the
lead with two goals in the second half.

But all of a sudden, with no time remaining on the
scoreboard clock, the Titan de-
fense broke down and allowed
the Wolverines’ Gabby
Katzbahn-Rush to score the
game-tying goal. Afterwards,
Heresniak would question
whether the refs should have al-
lowed the play to continue con-
sidering no time was left, but it
was to no avail.

The momentum had
changed, though, and West Potomac went on to score
two goals in the overtime period to secure a 4-2 vic-
tory. It was a game the Titans had in full control only
to watch it crumble beneath injuries and mysterious
mental lapses.

“We’re unpredictable,” said Heresniak. “When we

get fired up, we play harder and it’s like ‘Oh my good-
ness, we’re a new club,’ but we’re having just ran-
dom breakdowns like once a game or twice a game
when we’re letting in stupid goals.”

THE GOOD NEWS following a 3-2 loss to
Annandale Tuesday night, in which the Titans “domi-
nated the second half” according to their coach, is
that help is on the way. Both Greco and junior de-
fender Molly McNabb are rehabbing and hope to
return in time for postseason play in two weeks.

And the injuries have allowed
talented players like freshman
striker Hannah Clark, who had
a goal last Friday, and freshmen
midfielders Sofie Schelder and
Kirby Porterfield a chance to get
valuable varsity playing time.
Senior captain and midfielder
Kamila Benzina has also been
a rock in the middle while her
team fights through adversity.

Plus, Heresniak was encouraged by the way the
team played in both the West Potomac loss and the
final half Tuesday night. With winnable games
against Edison and Potomac on the horizon and a —
hopefully — shrinking infirmary, the Titans have it
in their hands to finish the season on a good note.

Team Perseveres Through Injuries

“When we get fired up,
we play harder and it’s
like ‘Oh my goodness,
we’re a new club.’”

 — T.C. Williams coach
William Heresniak

senior Ashton Hellmuth (Lehigh)
who finished with 6 goals and jun-
ior Janet Tela (five goals, three
assists).

Senior Maria Bowman’s
(Villanova) also chipped in with a
four-goal one-assist performance.

The score could have been even
more lopsided if it weren’t for the
play of Episcopal’s goalie, MC
McClellan, who finished with 16
saves.

In the boys’ game that followed,
Episcopal recovered from an early
3-1 deficit against Ireton and
scored eight of the contest’s next
11 goals en route to a 9-6 victory.
For the Maroon, Hunter de Butts,
Nick Weeden, and Connor
Gallegos all finished with two
goals. Leading Ireton were Tommy
Skelly and Mike Larrabee with two
goals apiece.
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problem is most boathouses on the
Occoquan are at least 30 miles outside the
area.

And while many of the coaches and ath-
letes on hand Saturday agreed that regat-
tas held in the city are logistically more dif-
ficult, preserving the tradition and ambi-
ance of crew along the banks of the Potomac
is more important.

“I think it’s really important that we hold
these high school regattas where the city of
Washington and the surrounding suburbs
can actually see it happening,” said Bacas.
“The sport needs to keep selling itself as a
highly valuable activity with participants
and parents, but if we compete in visual
obscurity all the time, the city never gets to
see what the kids do.”

With the Kennedy Center serving as a
backdrop, and the lush woods of Roosevelt
Island opposite the shoreline, nobody was
complaining about the picturesque view
along the river.

The course, how-
ever, wasn’t as
smooth. Some
coaches complained
about river traffic like
kayaks and yachts as
temperatures rose
above 90 degrees.
They would have pre-
ferred a closed route.

Another issue was a
lack of docks at the
starting line, with races beginning on a
floating basis. This meant most boats
weren’t even at the starting gun.

BUT THE POSITIVE reviews of a day
spent along the Potomac, with familiar land-
marks and lots of spectators, far outweighed
any negatives.

“I like going under the Key Bridge,” said West
Potomac sophomore Matthew Bird of the fi-
nal stretch of Saturday’s race that went directly
under the arches of the bridge. The Wolver-
ines did not have a boat make the finals.

“I think the setting is one of the best we
have, especially in this area if not the whole
country,” said Episcopal coach Dave Collins,
whose women’s varsity four boat finished
an impressive fourth place against top notch
competition, improving their time by 15 sec-
onds. “Logistically, it is a little hard to get
around so I don’t know if I want to do it
every week, but I love coming here at least
once a season.”

The T.C. Williams crew program certainly
made themselves right at home even though
they usually practice downstream, where
the Potomac hits Alexandria. On the girls’

side, the defending state champion T.C.
Williams varsity first eight boat cemented
its status as a favorite to repeat with a con-
vincing victory over other perceived
frontrunners McLean, Yorktown, and Wash-
ington-Lee. The Titans also took first place
in the women’s varsity second eight race.
The Titan boys’ varsity first eight made the
final heat, but finished in fourth.

Ireton was led by its women’s varsity first
four, which came in third place, while the
Cardinals’ second varsity four out rowed
Madison by a mere 0.6 seconds in the var-
sity second four race.

“You cheer with everybody, scream at the
top of your lungs with the boat coming down
the last 500 meters,” said Candalor of how
she spent her day. “The spirit here, it’s like a
family and it’s always so much fun.”

Crew Teams Bask in Potomac
River’s Last Annual Regatta

With 18 schools in attendance, there were dozens of tents lining the Potomac River
with plenty of food and fun for rowers, their friends, and family in attendance.

Sports

T.C. Williams assistant rowing
coach Adam Soller stands among
the masses at last Saturday’s
Charlie Butt Invitational along the
Potomac River in Georgetown.

Spectators line the Potomac River bank armed with binoculars to get a
glimpse of the passing crew teams that took part in the Charlie Butt
Invitational this past Saturday.

“I think the setting is
one of the best we have,
especially in this area if
not the whole country.”

 — Episcopal coach Dave Collins
about racing on the Potomac River

Too Many Rowers?
Tired of having to make the trek down to

the Occoquan River, many area coaches have
been advocating for a new boathouse along
the Potomac Rover for years so that more re-
gattas like Saturday’s Charlie Butt Invitational
can be held. Currently 12 high school rowing
teams house their boats at Georgetown’s Th-
ompson Boat Center, sharing the space with
Georgetown University, George Washington
University, and several rowing associations.

To say it’s cramped would be an understate-
ment and that was part of the reason
Saturday’s festivities took all day. T.C. Will-
iams rowing coach Jon Schildknecht
graduated from high school in this area in
1992. Back then, he said there were about 12
schools with crew teams.

Now that number is more than double with
“30-plus” around the area to go along with a
burgeoning rowing scene in the Richmond
and Chesapeake areas. And yet, the number
of boathouses along the Potomac has re-
mained the same for the past three decades.

“We don’t have the infrastructure any-
where,” said Schildknecht, whose Titans
house their boats at the Dee Campbell Row-
ing Center, a facility owned and operated by
Alexandria City Public Schools in Old Town
Alexandria, and not used by other high school
crew teams. “Even the Occoquan can barely
handle the number of people that use it.”

Bishop Ireton rows on the Anacostia, while
West Potomac moved to the Mansion House
Yacht Club in Mount Vernon to store its boats
after having practice time curtailed at their
previous home, the Fort Belvoir Marina, three
years ago.

“The rowing community around here is in
desperate need of a new boathouse,” said
Bacas, who added that several proposed sites
and private funding from Georgetown Univer-
sity have been shot down by the National Park
Service, which controls much of the land
along the Potomac River. “This is a growing
sport and to allow more kids to participate in
a complete way, we need to solve the over-
crowding.”
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

3 RE for Rent

CONDO FOR RENT.
IDEAL COMMUTE!

Perfect 2 bed, 2 bath condo 
in sought-after 

Beverly Hills Terrace
(Kenwood Avenue).

Residential neighborhood. 
Minutes to Pentagon, 

Downdown DC.
Patio, in-unit washer/dryer 

and your own 
parking space. 

Available July 1. 
$1600/mo. (703) 684-0587

12 Commercial Lease

ALEX / OLD TOWN
Exec. Ofcs avl imd, incl: 

receptionist, conf rm, ktchn.
Call Lorraine 703-519-7954

Old Town Alex
Ground floor space, 1st 
flr on King St, 2 blocks 
metro, 350 sq ft with 

parking for 1 car. 
Reasonable. Call Mrs 
Lasker 703-765-7583

15 Getaways

Rehoboth Beach house/w pool 
Sleeps 9. Call for May/June 
prices. Sun -Fri. July/$1000,  
Aug/$1000 . 703-879-6021

21 Announcements

2 cemetery plots 
ST MARY’S CEMETERY

703-901-7300

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

5 Family yard sale May 2, 
8-4. Children’s clothes & jun-

iors.  Waynewood, Crossley pl   
tools, riding mowr, lots of stuff 

Giant Yard Sale Cameron 
Station community yard sale, 
5010 Duke St, 5/2, 8:30-1 rain 
or shine

Giant yard sale, Washington 
Farm UM church, 3921 Old 
Mill Rd. Alex. Sat. 5/2, 8-2 

YARD SALE - Sat, May 2,
2200 N. Early St. Alexandria,  
22302 (off Braddock near Van 
Dorn); Time 8:00 am - 2:00pm.  

Everything must go! 
Great bargains!!

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

• Great Pay!
• FT/PT

Summer
Schedules

• Sales/Service

• No Exp.
Necessary

• All Ages 17+
• Conditions

Apply

703-359-7600

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& 09 H.S. GRADS

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Seeking mature energetic person for full-
time Assistant Director position at An-
nandale Center.  Prior experience work-
ing in childcare.  Must have strong com-
puter skills (Excel knowledge).  Competi-
tive salary & medical benefits.  Earned 
leave & all Federal holidays off.  Paid An-
nual Training.  401(K).  Position avail im-
mediately. Fax resume 703-425-2703,  or 
Email resume: jobs@achildsplaceinc.com  

HIRING IMMEDIATELY
Authorized Energy Consultant
$250 - $750+ per wk FT/PT

No Experience Necessary
Full Training Provided

Students Welcome.
Call (301) 560-1512

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

HYGIENIST
Dynamic Dental Practice looking for 

highly skilled & personable team player.  
Full time position, excellent benefits.

Springfield office.  Fax resume to
703-912-3816

MYSTERY SHOPPERS
Mystery Shoppers earn up to $150 a day.  

Under cover shoppers needed to judge retail 
and dining establishments.  Exp. not req’d.  

Some Fees may apply.   877-448-3385

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Looking for 10 people to work, to 

replace 10 people who didn’t.  Make 
$700 to $1200 a week.  Call Derek at 

571-432-5455

RECEPTIONIST
Energetic, PT Recpt. needed for a busy, 4 
doctor AAHA-certified animal hospital. 
Comp pay, flex hours. pd trng and friendly 
staff.   Please   call   703-451-1995 or    Fax 
resume to 703-451-9597

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

Your Hairdressers
Peggy, Christine, Joyce & Carmen
have relocated to Beauty Salon of Bellview,

next to Safeway.
Exp. cosmologist waiting to serve you.
1614 Bellview Blvd., Alex., 22307

703-768-8050

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

SOUTH RIVER MARINA
Edgewater, MD

Seasonal Hi & Dry Boat Storage
as low as $1,000

Annual Hi & Dry Boat Storage
as low as $1800

Lift slips from $4500

410-798-1717    301-261-4985

207 Boats 207 Boats

28 Yard Sales

I'am a 
slow walker, 
but I never 
walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

REPAIR SOLUTIONS

703-932-5078

•KITCHENS/BATHS •HANDYMAN A-Z
•”HONEY DO” JOBS WELCOME

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

Deck, Porch, Fence, Stamped Concrete,
Stone, Paver, Driveway, Patio, Walkway,

Retaining Wall, Landscape, Design & Build,
Full Ground Maintenance

703-619-1133 • 703-599-2300
verdescapesllc.com

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

SPRING SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

ROGER ROOTER
PLUMBING

MENTION THIS AD FOR 20% OFF

No Job too Small
Senior & Govt. Discounts
Visa, MC Accepted
703-299-4999

PLUMBING PLUMBING

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles

•Repairs •Reroofs

•Flat Roofs

Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

Painting,
Wallpaper Hanging, Removal & Repair

Over 20 years exp.!
Free Estimates! Prompt Service!

Excellent Refs.!
703-425-3200
Licensed, Insured, & Bonded!

FEMALE OWNED & OPERATED

WALLPAPERING WALLPAPERING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

MARLEN’S MAIDS
Residential / Commercial     

Call Marlen at 571-643-6849
Reasonable rates           

Professional cleaning 
services

wekly/bi-wkly mnthly
move in/out 

Carpet cleaning
marlensmaids@hotmail.com
15% OFF WITH AD!

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

DECKS

DECK RENEWAL
High Pressure

CLEANING/SEALING
● Fencing 

●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

HOME
 IMPROVEMENT

Repairs & Remodeling:
Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHome
Improvement.com

No Job too Small

LANDSCAPING

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

SPRING
CLEAN-UP

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

LAWN SERVICE

 Aeration,
Fertilizing, Sod,
Spring Clean-up,

Mulching,
Tree Cutting,

Handyman work
Licensed            Insured

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or

703-328-2270

PAINTING

Thomas Martin’s

Int. & Ext. Painting
Wallpaper rem. & install.

Custom Decorating
Kitchen Rem.

703-327-1889
Free Est. Est. 1988

Custom
Decorating

& Painting

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

CLEANING CLEANING

IMPROVEMENTS

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

One man 
with courage

makes a
majority.

-Andrew Jackson

I'am a 
slow walker, 
but I never 
walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln
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