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Frank Smith, chief of the Great
Falls (Va.) Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, is at the bow of a swift
water rescue boat as it makes its
way up the Potomac River to-
wards Great Falls. Boats used in
swift water rescues are generally
manned by one driver and one or
two rescue spotters who double
as spotters who keep lookout for
boulders and debris in the river.
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Potomac
Since 1953

10107 River Road
Potomac, MD.
301-299-8225

Mon. Fri.  9:30-7:00
Thurs.  9:30-8:00

Sat.   9:30-6:00
Sun. 12:00-5:00

Potomac’s Gift Shop and Saddlery

The Surrey
Thanks Potomac

for

56 Great Years
30% OFF!
Entire Store

June 1st – June 7th

News

See Beat,  Page 12

By Aaron Stern

The Almanac

O
gbo Ngwu stood in
the control room
looking over the
shoulders of his two

technicians at their monitors.
From inside the studio came a
shout.

“Eddy, make sure B is staged on
the Beat sign,” the voice called.

“Eddy, cut to B,” Ngwu whis-
pered in Eddy Tchatat, who flipped
a switch on the control board
switching the B camera to the
proper backdrop.

As the final seconds counted
down to the broadcast, the expres-
sions on the faces of the anchors
and technicians were stern, the air
in the studio anticipatory and ex-
pectant.

The countdown came, the cam-
eras flicked on, and all across
Potomac Elementary School stu-
dents tuned in Friday, May 23 to

catch up on the news around their
school.

Parents at Potomac Elementary
School likely grew up listening to
the morning announcements over

the PA systems at their schools,
and four days a week the students
at Potomac Elementary do that as

Potomac Beat newscast delivers more than just
morning announcements to Potomac Elementary.

On The Beat

Anchors Drew Stern and Jonathan Greenzaid turned to
correspondents William Chen and Alex Echikson for a
special feature on one of their teachers at Potomac
Elementary School during last week’s Potomac Beat, the
weekly news show run by the school’s fifth-graders.
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News
Potomac Almanac Editor Steven Mauren

703-917-6431 or Potomacalmanac@hotmail.com

See www.potomacalmanac.com

See The Surrey,  Page 10 See ‘Our Good,  Page 15

See Resident,  Page 15

A
ttentive drivers in Potomac may
have noticed last weekend small
red signs posted along several roads

warning of speed trap cameras ahead.
“Speed Camera Ahead!” the two-sided

signs warned on one face,
“PotomacSecretAgent.com/Keep Potomac
Safe, Drive Gently,” on the other.

The cameras, which photograph cars trav-
eling in excess of 10 MPH above the speed
limit, have sprouted up throughout the
county and Potomac in recent years and the
signs warned Potomac drivers of two cam-
eras on Oaklyn Drive and River Road and

singular cameras on Tuckerman Lane, Seven
Locks Road, and Wootton Parkway.

The signs were the creation of Potomac
resident Gerry Dunn, whose Potomac Se-
cret Agent blog typically deals with local
real estate information.

“The honest answer is I got a ticket,” Dunn
said of the motivation behind the signs.
While driving at 1 a.m. on Route 28 just
north of North Potomac, Dunn said he was
photographed driving 41 MPH in a 30 MPH
zone and received a $40 ticket in the mail.

By Aaron Stern

The Almanac

A
fter 56 years of being an infor-
mal hub of the equestrian com
munity in Potomac, The Surrey,
Inc. tack and bridle shop is leav-

ing Potomac Village. After being unable to
reach an agreement on a new lease with
their landlord, the local store will close its

doors for business on Sunday, June 21.
“It’s very sad,” said store manager Lynn

Morgan, whose family has co-owned the
store since its founding. “Things change and
you’ve got to go with it.”

Morgan said she is working on finding a
new home for the store in the Darnestown
area but does not know yet when or if that
will happen. She said that as she began to
negotiate a new lease with the store’s land-
lords in recent weeks she had hoped for a
rent reduction but instead got a proposal
for a slight rent increase, though she de-
clined to discuss the specific numbers with
The Almanac. While the rent increase pro-
posed was not substantial it was more than
the store could afford, she said; sales have

suffered during the national economic re-
cession and are down approximately 20
percent from last summer, Morgan said.

“When it all adds up in this economy —
we’ve definitely had a slowdown,” Morgan
said.

Elie Pisarra-Cain’s family co-owns the
strip of 11 stores that includes The Surrey’s
space in the eastern quadrant of Potomac
Village. Her father, Mike McConihe, built
the strip of stores beginning in 1949 and
Pisarra-Cain’s family has long been friends
with the owners of The Surrey. The move
was about business and had nothing to do
with that longstanding friendship, she said.

“It’s been hard for us because we’re all

By Aaron Stern

The Almanac

A
bout a quarter mile north of
the Old Angler’s put-in on the
Maryland side of the Potomac

River, just south of Great Falls, there
is a pink and white rope that stretches
fifty feet from a rocky outcrop on the
shore to a
small rocky is-
land in the
river. The rope
is marked by
fluttering pink
ribbons and is
t h r e a d e d
through a
neon green
hula hoop.

On Thurs-
day, May 22
Lamont Payne,
a member of
the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue’s
swift water rescue team threaded his
rescue boat up the Class 1 rapid that
runs beneath the pink rope. As the
boat reached the rope Payne throttled
down so that the boat hovered just
beneath it. In the bow of the boat

Recent deaths and
rescues on the
Potomac highlight
river’s danger.

Practicing
Swift Water
Rescue

A customer examines the announcement board in front of The Surrey
that lists horses for sale, riding lessons, and other equestrian news.
After 56 years in Potomac, and 50 in its present location, The Surrey is
set to leave.

Kaye Titus shows off a pair of
boots at The Surrey last weekend.
Titus measures custom boots for
her customers, including each new
mounted member of the U.S. Park
Police and the Maryland-National
Capital Park Police. The Surrey is
slated to close next month but may
relocate to Darnestown.

The Surrey is slated
to close its doors
in late June.

‘Important Part of Potomac Is Leaving’

Photo by Aaron Stern/The Almanac

Signs like this one warning drivers of speed cameras dotted five local
roads over Memorial Day Weekend.

Local man posts signs warning of
speed cameras over Memorial Day
Weekend and plans to do it again.

Motorists, Look Out
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“Our good
fortune has

run out.”
— Bob Zoldos, Fairfax

County Fire and
Rescue’s

Tech Rescue
Operations Team

Chief
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See Hats,  Page 14

See Network,  Page 14

By Aaron Stern

The Almanac

I
t is a delicate, quick motion that car-
ries so much weight. Hands go into
wallets or purses and quickly retrieve

small, stiff slips of parchment. They pass
and receive these parchments and with
them go the hopes of shared futures, pros-
perous and bright.

“See how that works?” said Andy
Alderdice, a Realtor, as she exchanged busi-
ness cards last week with Debra Gilmore, a
lighting design specialist last week.

“Here you go Andy, in case you need light-
ing,” said Gilmore, the namesake of D.
Gilmore Lighting Design, Inc. in Rockville.
That swap was one of many that took place
on Thursday, May 24 as the Potomac Cham-
ber of Commerce held a happy hour event
at Normandie Farm Restaurant on Falls
Road. Held outside on the restaurant’s pa-
tio, the event offered members of the local
business community to trade not just their
contact information, but ideas and anec-
dotes as well, and to do it all with compli-

mentary beer and wine.
“That face to face I think is helpful,” said

Alderdice, of W.C. & A.N. Miller Realtors, a
subsidiary of Long & Foster Real Estate.

Many came to see familiar faces, while
others came to meet people they hadn’t
known previously and to see what oppor-
tunities might arise. Jody Wilens of
Bethesda, an interior designer who stages
homes to be sold said she is looking for more
work and has done lighting sales in the past.
She and Gilmore hit it off and learned that
they have a mutual acquaintance in the
neon business.

“You never know what these events are
going to bring,” said Gilmore.

ABOUT 40 PEOPLE attended the event,
the second such event the Chamber has
hosted this year, and the crowd included
both non-members and new members like
Jan Cookerly, the director of community
relations at Fox Hill Senior Living, the re-
cently-completed facility on River Road just

By Cissy Finley Grant

The Almanac

T
he creative hats at Denise and
Rex Reed’s Preakness celebra-
tion could easily equal those
worn at the Pimlico track where

the second leg of the triple crown was run,
and no doubt, the Reed party was as much
fun. Most of the 80 guests arrived before
rain started to fall and dampen the fancy
chapeaus.

“This is our fifth Preakness party. We have
had one every year since we were married,”
Rex Reed said. They have the plan down
pat. Two large television screens for all to
see, with libation and food aplenty for the
May 16 event.

The hats, of course, were eye-catching.
Cowboy, baseball, birthday party and straw
hats were among the eye-catchers, but the
piece de resistance was Lana Parvizian
Paley’s lilac chiffon with tickets from the
Kentucky Derby stuck in the folds. She and
husband, Steve, attended the May 2 derby
at Churchill Downs.

Paley undeniably won the most beautiful
creation but the honors didn’t stop there.
Although Sheila O’Donnell’s award for the
most original chapeau was received in ab-
sentia (she left temporarily to go take care
of a neighbor’s horses) it nevertheless re-
ceived unanimous approval from all in at-
tendance. “It is made of pasture flowers,”
she later said, a.k.a. weeds. She also insisted
it had a mind of its own and no manners,
i.e., it sprawled in all directions.

The men’s competition held not nearly the
attention although it took a Scotchman,
McLean Grant, wearing a scotch plaid hat,
(thank goodness, he left his kilt at home,)

to capture the judge’s eye. Winners in each
of the three categories were given prizes
consisting of 2009 Preakness day glasses,
pens and cup holders.

If Paley’s hat, without exception caught
everyone’s attention, so did the 42-inch rock
fish on the buffet table. No, this is not meant
to compare her talent in millinery with Rex
Reed’s friend John Webster’s fishing prow-
ess, but that fish, if stretched from head to
tail (it was much more gracefully presented)
would have taken up a third of the buffet
table. However, space was needed for beef

fillets, salads, huge asparagus spears, and
homemade lime encrusted potato patties
among other side dishes, before being
cleared to make room for a variety of des-
serts including fruit, cakes, pies and Denise’s
homemade trifle. No hot dogs and popcorn
at this race party.

Another major attraction was the 100-
year-old trap, a driving carriage, promi-
nently displaced in the living room. When
asked how he got it inside the house, Rex

Reed explained he designed the house so it
would fit. “We have double front doors and
a removable front railing.” He also said an-
other carriage has been restored and was
supposed to arrive any day.

An additional spectacular display in the
home is a replica of the 1762 Gold State
Coach used by King George III to open Par-
liament. The gold replica, made of papier-
mache was created to commemorate the

Getting Around

Hats and Horses Compete at Preakness Party

Lana Parvizian Paley receives her
prize for “the prettiest hat” from
Denise Reed.

Devereaux Raskauskas (center) introduces her dad, Jim Bonfils, to Vicki
Crawford, who was among several wearing a Maryland’s state flower
Black-eyed Susan trimmed hat for Denise and Rex Reed’s Preakness
party.

Happy hour gathering of members of local business
community offers opportunity to swap ideas.Raising Spirits

Adam Greenberg, president of the Potomac Chamber of Commerce, told
those that attended last week’s happy hour gathering that “our economy
is starting to bottom out and get better a little bit.”
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Blinds For Le$$

For Personal Shop At Home Service

Call Ellen Goodman
703-938-8304

Window Coverings

• Duette® Shades
• Silhouette® Shadings
• Country Woods®

• Mini Blinds

• Vertical Blinds
• Pleated Shades
• Luminette®

• Vignette®

News

By Aaron Stern

The Almanac

A
 former student at Walt Whitman
High School was arrested earlier
this month and charged with the
commission of acts of terrorism

after posting death threats online against
eight current Whitman students, one
Whitman administrator, the school’s secu-

rity staff, and the school’s onsite police of-
ficer.

The threats, posted on the Web site
www.peoplesdirt.com, were traced by
Montgomery County Police detectives to a
computer in Tennessee and the former
Whitman student, 17, was arrested. Mont-

gomery County investigators say the state-
ment “Killing a few Whitman people, who
would you like to see die” was posted by
someone using the internet address
“whitmanarson.” Montgomery County de-
tectives tracked the email address to a
teenager’s computer in southeast Shelby

County, Tenn. The suspect was taken to
Memphis Juvenile Court where he remained
in custody late last week. According to po-
lice, the threats were supposed to be car-
ried out on Thursday, May 21.

Former Whitman student arrested for making death threats.

Online Threats Point to Growing Trend

See Threats,  Page 11
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Opinion

M
ore than 50,000 people are ex
pected on the National Mall on
Saturday, June 6 for the 20th

anniversary of the Susan G.
Komen Global Race for the Cure. Register at
www.globalraceforthecure.org, or call 703-
416-7223.

The following notes come from women who
are members of the Susan G. Komen survivors
committee. For more see
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com:

❖ “The Komen Global Race for the Cure is
important to me personally, but should be im-
portant to every woman. We are all touched
by breast cancer, either personally, or some-
one we love, or a neighbor or friend. The
Komen Global Race for the Cure supports im-
portant programs in our area for all women
fighting breast cancer. These programs can only
continue by our financial support. When I was
diagnosed several years ago with breast can-
cer, my goal was to walk in this race. Since
then every year, whenever I cross the finish
line, I cry with tears of joy that I can actually
participate in the race and finish it! With
Komen’s help, every year, there is more and
more research being done and hopefully, one
day, we can erase breast cancer from our vo-
cabulary.”

— Nira Berry,

Potomac

❖ “Since I was a ‘spring chicken’ 25+ years
ago when I was diagnosed (at age 31) I look
forward to the Susan G. Komen Race for the
Cure for several reasons. I relish being one of
the “sea of pink t-shirts” sisterhood. I believe
it is important for me to represent long-term
survivorship to those who are newly diagnosed.
I know that when I was diagnosed not only
did I not know anyone my age with breast can-
cer I also did not think I would live past the
age of 40. You do the math … I’ve long sur-
passed my estimate. Race Day gives me the
opportunity to connect with all the women and
men who support the Race — and who I may
not have seen since last year. This includes fel-
low survivors, volunteers, and the ‘behind the
scenes’ folks. Finally, Race Day reminds me of
the gift of survivorship and life. What a great
way to celebrate.”

— Judith Macon,

Arlington,

manager of Cancer Outreach & Education

at Suburban Hospital in Bethesda.

❖ “I have been active in the survivor com-
mittee for several years now. My co-survivors
have made me feel part of something that can
make a difference. We all have different at-
tributes to contribute to Komen. As a group
we can make an impact. I feel a special bond
with these wonderful women as we all have

experienced this awful disease. We can laugh
and cry together. I look forward to being with
them at the Race as well as spending time with
them at our yearly party afterward.”

— Ellen Brewer,

Reston

❖ “Involvement in the Race for the Cure
has introduced me to a group of wonderful
and courageous women, thrown together
without much else in common other than
breast cancer. Finding a cure is important to
me because of my own personal history of
breast cancer along with that of my mother,
grandmother, a great, great aunt (who is still
alive!) and too many friends. I want to find a
cure because I don’t want young (and old!)
women to have to go through the uncertainty
and fear that accompanies a breast cancer di-
agnosis, and our treatment choices, while get-
ting better, are not good enough and we are
still losing too many women. The cure(s) are
in sight, but we need to get there, and until
we do, we must keep spreading the message
of early detection because it’s the only way
we are saving lives. Women are the nucleus
of a family and also the caregivers in most
cases. When the caregiver is sick, nothing in
a family functions as it should, and so every-
one is affected.”

— Susan Sonley,

Reston

Racing for the Cure
POTOMAC
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Personal notes from
breast cancer survivors.

GOP Gathering
Roberta McCain with members of the Chevy Chase Women’s Republican Club at
their May 17 reception held at the Potomac home of  CCWRC long-time club
member Louise Pinckernell. McCain spoke to more than 100 members and
guests, urging them to “Start now — get our Republican Party back and have
good government.”

Peace and
Middle East
To The Editor:

The critics already unfairly de-
fame Israel P. M. Netanyahu as
being an obstacle to peace.

P.M. Natenyahu has an actual,
factual record of implementing
peace initiatives agreed to during
the Oslo process, and of being fully
committed to standing by laws and
treaties approved by the Israeli gov-
ernment. He is committed to seek-
ing peace with Israel’s neighbors.

Supporters of a two-state solu-
tion as the road to peace should
talk to the Palestinians. The Arab
states and the Palestinian people
have loudly rejected a two-state
solution at least seven times start-
ing in 1947 and continuing
through 2005. The record is there
for all to see.

Alternatively, supporters of a
two-state solution should ask why
a small minority of Hashmites,
supported by a small minority of
Bedouins, rule over a large Pales-
tinian majority in the Palestinian
state of Jordan.

Steve Bashein
Potomac

Letter
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E-mail: biotechprogram@georgetown.edu
Website: http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

BIOTECHNOLOGY
One year program with rolling admission

Fall 2009 deadline is July 1, 2009

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

ROMANCING
THE HOME

In a competitive housing market,
how do you prepare your home to
elicit an “I LOVE it!” response
from buyers who are touring
many properties?  How do you
make them fall in love with your
home?

The first step to an irresistible
home involves the minimalist
approach of “de-personalizing” so
that buyers can respond to the
essential features of the house
without being distracted by evi-
dence of your ownership.  Personal
memorabilia such as family photo-
graphs, awards and trophies, col-
lectibles and pieces of much-loved
but mismatched antique furniture
must be placed in storage.

Decorate your home for showing
as if the buyers were esteemed
guests.  Place your best tablecloth
and a fresh floral centerpiece on
your dining room table.  Adorn the
beds with your most elegant linens
and refresh bathrooms with
lightly scented aromatherapy can-
dles and your plushest towels.
Build a fire in the fireplace and
play soft music.

Turning your home over to
someone else is emotionally chal-
lenging even in the best of circum-
stances.  Collaborate with a real
estate agent you trust to get your
home ready for its date with the
new owner!

LET’S TALK
Real Estate

by
Michael Matese

For professional advice on all
aspects of buying and selling
real estate, call:

MICHAEL MATESE
Washington Fine

Properties
301-806-6829

Michael.Matese@wfp.com

E
than Marks grew up lis-
tening to his father’s
records, and the sounds
of jazz greats like Dizzy

Gillespie and Miles Davis did more
than just fill the house — they left
a lasting impres-
sion on Marks.
Now a senior at
W i n s t o n
Churchill High
School, Marks
last week was
named the 2009
winner of the
fifth annual
Jonathan T.
Deutsch Musical
Arts Memorial Award for excel-
lence in jazz and creative music.

Marks has played the trumpet
for the last decade since he learned
it in fourth grade, and he followed
that passion through high school,
performing with the Churchill jazz
ensemble, the wind ensemble, and
in the pit orchestra for Churchill’s
annual musical revue Blast. This
year he was first chair with the jazz
ensemble and a soloist with the
wind ensemble, and he also was a
lead in the county jazz band and
a member of the all-state jazz
band. With so much time taken up
with music Marks hasn’t had a lot
of free time on his hands, though
he has acted in Churchill drama
shows before.

“I do pretty much all the musi-
cal opportunities that I can,” he
said.

The Deutsch award is named for
Churchill graduate Jonathan
Deutsch (’97), who was killed in a
car accident in 2002 a year after
graduating from the University of
North Carolina. Deutsch was 24.
A passionate jazz musician,
Deutsch’s family created the me-
morial award to keep his memory
and his spirit alive and to help
other young musicians in Potomac
with similar musical aspirations.
Originally open to all area stu-
dents, the award is in its second
year of being given to Churchill
students who demonstrate not just
a talent for jazz, but for the pas-
sion and creativity that its name-
sake brought to the craft.

“It’s a very generous award, so
I’m very honored to receive it,”
said Marks.

Marks will head to the Univer-
sity of Texas in Austin in the fall
where he plans to major in jazz
performance in a city known for
its thriving music scene. After a
lifelong musical education, Marks
said its time for him to find and
define his own musical style.

— Aaron Stern

People

Marks Wins
Jazz Award

Ethan
Marks
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Calendar

To have community events listed free in
The Potomac Almanac, send e-mail to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the follow-
ing week’s paper. Photos and artwork
encouraged. Unless otherwise noted, all
events are in Potomac. For more informa-
tion, call 703-917-6407.

ONGOING
 The Bethesda Farmers Market will

be open Tuesdays and Saturdays from
10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at Veterans Park,
corner of Norfold and Woodmont
Avenues, through Oct. 31. Visit
www.bethesda.org or 301-215-6660.

GlasScene, An Exhibition of Fine
Art Glass, June 6 to July 5. Popcorn
Gallery at Glen Echo, 7300 Mac Arthur
Blvd., Glen Echo, Maryland. Opening
Reception:  June 6 from 4 to 6 p.m.
Gallery Hours: 12 to 6 PM Saturdays
and Sundays and by appointment -
301-634-2273.

FRIDAY/MAY 29
 Contra Dance. 7:30 p.m. at Bumper

Car Pavillion, 7300 MacArthur Blvd.
$9/person. Visit
www.glenechopark.org for more.

SATURDAY/MAY 30
 Music Performance. Soovin Kim will

perform on the violin at 8 p.m. at
Music Center at Strathmore. $29-$79/
adult; children free. Visit
www.nationalphilharmonic.org or 301-
581-5100.

Washington Folk Festival. Noon-7
p.m. at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. Enjoy performers,
dance, stories and more. Free. Visit
www.fsgw.org for more.

Art Exhibit. Noon-5 p.m. at Yellow Barn
Studio, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. See
paintings by Ann Schaefer & Barb
Mandel. Free. Visit
www.yellowbarnstudio.com or 301-
371-5593.

Park Movie. 4 p.m. at Arcade Building at
Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd.
Watch a movie documenting the park’s
115-year history. Free. Visit
www.nps.gov/glec or 301-320-1400.

Carousel Tours. 10:30 a.m. at Glen
Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. See
how it was made, how it works and
more. Free. Visit www.nps.gov/glec or
301-320-1400.

Nature Programs. Enjoy activities,
stories, animals, hikes and more from
10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Glen Echo Park,
7300 MacArthur Blvd. Free for
members and children under 2, $5/
non member. Visit
www.discoverycreek.org or 202-488-
0627.

Swing Dance. 8 p.m. at Spanish
Ballroom, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. $15/
person. Visit www.glenechopark.org
for more.

Concert. 1 p.m. at Potomac Library,
10101 Glenolden Drive. NIH Chamber
Singers perform. Free. 240-777-0960.

Yard Sale. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at Rockville
Elks Lodge, 5 Taft Court, Rockville.
Benefits victims of crime in
Montgomery County. 240-773-5626.

Book Signing. 1 p.m. at Border’s, 11301
Rockville Pike, North Bethesda.
Authors of “School Success for Kids
with ADHD” will sign copies. Free.
703-816-1067.

Rachmaninoff Vespers. 8 p.m.  Sergei
Rachmaninoff’s All-Night Vigil stands
as the crowning achievement of the
“Golden Age” of Russian Orthodox
sacred choral music. Robert Baker,
tenor. At Saints Peter and Paul
Orthodox Church, 10620 River Road,
Potomac. Tickets: $25 (General
admission).

Big Train vs. Mid-Atlantic Rookies.
7:30 p.m. Fan Appreciation Night!
Povich Field, Cabin John Park,
Bethesda. Gates open at 6 p.m. First
pitch is at 7:30 p.m. This game is a free
pre-season scrimmage against a high
school showcase team. The high-

schoolers will be using metal bats.
Ticket Prices: Adults, $7, Kids 6-12 $3,
Kids 5 and under or in baseball
uniforms, free.

The Washington Chorus. 8 p.m.
Performs Rachmaninoff’s All-Night
Vigil (Vespers), under the direction of
Julian Wachner at Saint Peter and Paul
Orthodox Church. Tickets for the
concert at the Potomac church, located
at 10620 River Road, are $25.
Admission: $25-$40. Call 202-342-
6221.

Carol Brown Goldberg: Recent
Works. 5-8 p.m. opening reception.
Osuna Art, 7200 Wisconsin Ave.,
Bethesda.

Rachmaninoff Vespers. 8 p.m. Saints
Peter and Paul Orthodox Church,
10620 River Road, Potomac. Tickets:
$25

MAY 30-31
29th Annual Washington Folk

Festival. Noon to 7 p.m. At Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen
Echo, Md.

SUNDAY/MAY 31
 Music Performance. Soovin Kim will

perform on the violin at 3 p.m. at
Music Center at Strathmore. $29-$79/
adult; children free. Visit
www.nationalphilharmonic.org or 301-
581-5100.

Washington Folk Festival. Noon-7

p.m. at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. Enjoy performers,
dance, stories and more. Free. Visit
www.fsgw.org for more.

Art Exhibit. Noon-5 p.m. at Yellow Barn
Studio, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. See
paintings by Ann Schaefer & Barb
Mandel. Free. Visit
www.yellowbarnstudio.com or 301-
371-5593.

Park Movie. 4 p.m. at Arcade Building at
Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd.
Watch a movie documenting the park’s
115-year history. Free. Visit
www.nps.gov/glec or 301-320-1400.

Carousel Tours. 10:30 a.m. at Glen
Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. See
how it was made, how it works and
more. Free. Visit www.nps.gov/glec or
301-320-1400.

Nature Programs. Enjoy activities,
stories, animals, hikes and more from
10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Glen Echo Park,
7300 MacArthur Blvd. Free for
members and children under 2, $5/
non member. Visit
www.discoverycreek.org or 202-488-
0627.

Contra and Square Dance. 7-10:30
p.m. at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. Enjoy live music to
dance. $12/nonmember; $9 to
member. Visit www.fsgw.org for more.

Sunday, May 31
Poetry Reading. 2 p.m. Poet Ann Knox

reads from “Reading the Tao at 80”
and poet Greg McBride reads from
“Back of the Envelope,” at The Writer’s

Center, 4508 Walsh Street, Bethesda.
This is a free event. Call 301-654-8664
or www.writer.org.

Sunday, May 31
“The Symphony of the Potomac.” 3

p.m. Concert directed by Joel Lazar at
Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
4301 East-West Highway, Bethesda.
Soloists from the orchestra will be
featured in works by Leopold Mozart,
Krommer, Koussevitsky, Sibelius, and
Elgar.  Tickets are $10 (age 18 and
under free). To purchase tickets, call
800-494-TIXS or visit the Web site at
symphonypotomac.org. Call 301-984-
6390.

Symphony of the Potomac. 3 p.m.
Final concert of inaugural season,
conducted by Music Director Joel
Lazar. At Bethesda-Chevy Chase High
School, 4301 East-West Highway,
Bethesda. Tickets are $10 (ages 18 and
under free) and may be purchased at
the door, online at
symphonypotomac.org, or by phone at
800-494-TIXS (8497).

Four Skills That Every Dog Should
Know. 2-4 p.m. Potomac Community
Center, 11315 Falls Rd., Potomac.
Speaker: Michelle Mange, Right Start
Maryland
(www.rightstartmaryland.com) FREE,
but register at
www.yourdogsfriend.info or 301-983-
5913.

Big Train vs. Youse’s Orioles. 7:30
p.m. Povich Field, Cabin John Park,
Bethesda. Gates open at 6 p.m. First
pitch is at 7:30 p.m. This game is a free
pre-season scrimmage. Ticket Prices:
Adults, $7, Kids 6-12 $3, Kids 5 and
under or in baseball uniforms, free.

MONDAY, JUNE 1
Big Train vs. Rockville Express. 5

p.m. Povich Field, Cabin John Park,
Bethesda. Gates open at 4 p.m.  First
pitch is at 5 p.m. This game is a free
pre-season scrimmage. Ticket Prices:
Adults, $7, Kids 6-12 $3, Kids 5 and
under or in baseball uniforms, free.

TUESDAY, JUNE 2
Big Train vs. Alexandria Aces. 5 p.m.

Povich Field, Cabin John Park,
Bethesda. Gates open at 4 p.m.  First
pitch is at 5 p.m.  This game is a free
pre-season scrimmage. Ticket Prices:
Adults, $7, Kids 6-12 $3, Kids 5 and
under or in baseball uniforms, free.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3
Big Train vs. TBA. 5 p.m. Povich Field,

Cabin John Park, Bethesda. Gates open
at 4 p.m.  First pitch is at 5 p.m. This
game is a free pre-season scrimmage.
Ticket Prices: Adults, $7, Kids 6-12 $3,
Kids 5 and under or in baseball
uniforms, free.

THURSDAY/JUNE 4
Love Songs. 8 p.m. Zemer Chai,

Washington’s Premier Jewish Choir,
presents Love Songs. Features songs of
love in Hebrew, Yiddish, and Ladino.
At Ohr Kodesh Congregation, 8300
Meadowbrook Lane, Chevy Chase.
Tickets:  $40 preferred seating; $20
general seating in advance ($25 at the
door). Tickets can be purchased at
www.zemerchai.org or by calling 301-
963-3462.

FRIDAY, JUNE 5
Big Train vs. Youse’s Orioles. 7:30

p.m. Povich Field, Cabin John Park,
Bethesda. Gates open at 6 p.m. First
pitch is at 7:30 p.m. Opening Night!
Ticket Prices: Adults, $7, Kids 6-12 $3,
Kids 5 and under or in baseball
uniforms, free.

SATURDAY, JUNE 6
Bethesda Big Train vs. College Park

Bombers. 7:30 p.m. Shirley Povich
Field, 10600 Westlake Drive, Cabin

John Park, Bethesda. Gates open at 6.
First pitch is at 7:30 p.m. Tickets:
Adults, $7, Kids 6-12 $3, Kids 5 and
under or in baseball uniforms, free. Go
to www.bigtrain.org or call 301-983-
1006.

Sing-Along Celebration. 8 p.m. Join
song leader Elise Kress and guitarist
Lawrence Brand for a fun evening
singing along to your favorite songs
from the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s and 80’s, from
pop, folk, country, and rock & roll
classics. The Music Center at
Strathmore, 5301 Tuckerman Lane,
North Bethesda. Go to
www.SingAlongCelebration.com
Tickets: $20. Call 301-639-7608.

Six Things Parents Need to Know . .
. That Only You Can Teach. 2-4
p.m. This is a seminar for dog trainers,
shelter and rescue staff and volunteers,
veterinary staff and other dog-related
professionals.  Potomac Community
Center, 11315 Falls Rd., Potomac.
Speaker: Colleen Pelar, CPDT, CDBC,
All About Dogs
(www.livingwithkidsanddogs.com).
FREE, but register at
www.yourdogsfriend.info or 301-983-
5913.

SUNDAY/JUNE 7
 Geology of the C&O Canal. 10 a.m.-

noon at C&O Historical Park, 7906
Riverside Ave. Callan Bentley will use
rock evidence to deduce geologic
history of the region. Free. Visit
www.potomac.org for more.

Voices of the River. 12:30 p.m. at C&O
Historical Park, 7906 Riverside Ave.
Hear music by Reed Martin. Free. Visit
www.potomac.org for more.

The Visions of Six. 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Meet the Artists reception for Jane
McElvany Coonce, Gertrud Mohr-
Freidrich, Carol Higgs, Pauline D.
Lorfano, Concetto C. Scott and Marie
K. Shaughnessy. At the Dennis and
Phillip Ratner Museum, 10001 Old
Georgetown Road, Bethesda. Call 301-
897-1518.

Strings and Friends. 6 p.m. A concert
for works for soprano, clarinet and
string quartet. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
At the Dennis and Phillip Ratner
Museum, 10001 Old Georgetown
Road, Bethesda. Call 202-316-1646.

Waltz Dance. 3:30-6 p.m. Spanish
Ballroom at Glen Echo Park. 3 - 3:30
p.m.:  Introductory Waltz Workshop.
Waverly Station Band.   Admission is
$8. Call Joan Koury at 202-238-0230
or Glen Echo Park at

301-634-2222, go to
www.WaltzTimeDances.org or e-mail
info@WaltzTimeDances.org. The Glen
Echo National Park is located at 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 10
Walk Season Kickoff. 2009 National

Walk Now for Autism and Studio Tour
of WUSA-9. 7-9 p.m. Complimentary
buffet and soft drinks.

FRIDAY/JUNE 12
7th Annual Art and Soul Charity

Auction. 7-10 p.m. Proceeds from the
event will benefit the construction of
the Freddie Mac Foundation Youth
Activities Center (YAC), NCCF’s sole
cultural arts and recreational facility
on the center’s Bethesda campus.
Sponsored by the National Center for
Children and Families (NCCF) in
Bethesda. At the Music Center at
Strathmore in Bethesda. Tickets are
$150 per person. Contact Heidi Coons
at 301-365-4480, ext. 114.

Bethesda Big Train vs. Alexandria
Aces. 7:30 p.m. Shirley Povich Field,
10600 Westlake Drive, Cabin John
Park, Bethesda. Gates open at 6. First
pitch is at 7:30 p.m. Tickets: Adults,
$7, Kids 6-12 $3, Kids 5 and under or
in baseball uniforms, free. Go to
www.bigtrain.org or call 301-983-

See Calendar,  Page 9

MAY 30-31
Violinist Soovin Kim will perform Antonin Dvorák’s Romance for Violin and

Camille Saint-Saëns’ Introduction and Rondo Capriccioso in a program
celebrating music from the Romantic Era. Saturday, May 30 at 8 p.m. and
Sunday, May 31 at 3 p.m. At the Music Center at Strathmore. Soovin Kim will
also conduct a master class for local high school students on Friday, May 29 from
3:30-5:30 p.m. at the Music Center at Strathmore. A free preconcert lecture will
be offered at the Education Center at the Music Center at Strathmore on
Saturday, May 30 at 7 p.m. For tickets, go to www.nationalphilharmonic.org or
call the Strathmore ticket office at 301-581-5100. Ticket prices are $29 - $79; kids
7-17 are free.
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4007 Norbeck Rd
Rockville, MD.20853

301-929-3291

7745 Tuckerman Lane
Cabin John Shopping Center

Potomac, MD

301.983.5566

“Tucked away in the back corner of Cabin John Shopping
Center like a secret you want to keep to yourself”

Offer Expires 6/17/09

$895
Including soda & salad

Mon. – Fri.

Now Open
 in Rockville

Total Bill
Good Anytime

Includes
Alcohol

Lunch Special 20% OFF

Offer Expires 6/17/09

From Page 8

Calendar

The Yellow Barn Gallery at Glen Echo will
present paintings and photographs by native Wash-
ingtonian Estelle Schwalb on Saturday, June 13 and
Sunday, June 14.  Gallery hours are from noon to
5 p.m.  A reception for the artist will be held from
5-7 p.m. on Saturday in the gallery. The public is
invited to all events.

Ms Schwalb has been a resident of Potomac since
1966; her son and daughter are alumnae of
Churchill High School.  She began painting after re-
tiring from a successful career in medical writing,
patient education and health information.  Her early
work was based on photographs she had taken
while traveling in the United States and abroad.
More recent work evolved from experimental
watermedia techniques.

The Yellow Barn Gallery is located at Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Boulevard, Glen Echo, Md.
Art shows at the Yellow Barn Gallery are presented
in cooperation with the National Park Service and
the Glen Echo Partnership for the Arts and Culture.
Call 301-371-5593 or the National Park Service,
Glen Echo, at 301-492-6229.  Directions to the gal-
lery are available on line at
www.yellowbarnstudio.org.

1006.
“Swingin’ the Blues”

- Slow Blues and
Swing Dance. 9
p.m. to midnight
dancing; 8-9 p.m.
two workshops: Slow
Blues or West Coast
Swing. Instructors:
Donna Barker, Mike
Marcotte and Ken
Roesel. Admission:
$14. Call Donna
Barker at 301-634-
2231 or Glen Echo
Park at 301-634-
2222, or go to
dbarker@glenechopark.org
or
www.DanceDC.com.
The Glen Echo
National Park is
located at 7300
MacArthur Blvd.,
Glen Echo.

SATURDAY/JUNE 13
How to Have a Well-Behaved Dog. 1-3

p.m. Potomac Community Center, 11315
Falls Rd., Potomac. Improve your dog’s
behavior by using management
techniques coupled with rewards for
good behavior.  Speaker: Ann Melchior,
Puppy and Basic class trainer. FREE, but
register at www.yourdogsfriend.info or
301-983-5913.

Navigating over land. 1-4 p.m. Clint
Cosner, an expert surveyor with 25
years of experience, will lead an
orienteering workshop for hikers and
outdoor enthusiasts ages 8 and up with
Potomac Conservancy.  River Center at
Lockhouse 8, C&O Canal National
Historical Park, 7906 Riverside Ave.,
Cabin John. RSVP to
chapin@potomac.org by June 10.

SUNDAY/JUNE 14
The Shekhter-Tekhter and

Binyumin in “Our Zeydes and
Bubbes as Children.” 4 p.m.
Jewish Community Center of Greater
Washington, 6125 Montrose Rd.,
Rockville. Tickets through box office at
301-348-3872, or at the door.  $18
general public, $12 for members of
JCC, YGW. Call 301-348-3864.

Thrift Shop Half Price Sales. Noon to
4 p.m. The Montgomery County Thrift
Shop, 7125-27 Wisconsin Ave., in
Bethesda, will hold two half price sale
days on two Sundays – June 14 and
June 28, from noon to 4 p.m.

Everything in the shop, with the
exception of consignment
merchandise, will be half price. Go to
www.MoCoThrift.org.

FRIDAY/JUNE 19
Sing-Along Celebration. 8 p.m. Join

song leader Elise Kress and guitarist
Lawrence Brand for a fun evening
singing along to your favorite songs
from the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s and 80’s, from
pop, folk, country, and rock & roll
classics. The Music Center at
Strathmore, 5301 Tuckerman Lane,
North Bethesda. Go to
www.SingAlongCelebration.com
Tickets: $20. Call 301-639-7608.
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Potomac Village Deli Catering

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner Catering

301•299•5770
www.potomacvillagedeli.com

      Home of Your
Corporate & Residential
Catering Headquarters

Serving the
Community

for over
35 Years

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

To add your Realtor-represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call Karen Friedman

301-738-8419 or e-mail the info to:
kfriedman@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings due by Monday at 3 p.m.

SPECTACULAR OPEN HOUSES
May 30 & 31

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in the Almanac.
 For more real estate listings and open houses visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com,

click the Real Estate links on the right side.

7224 Armat Drive,  Bethesda • $2,999,000 • May 31,2:00-5:00 P.M.
Long & Foster, Zora Dugan • 301-233-6550

POTOMAC

12636 Greenbriar Rd........$2,195,000..May 31st...1:00-4:00 PM......Long & Foster.........James Coley ...202-669-1331

11612 Twining Ln.............$ 1,450,000..May 31st...1:00-4:00 PM......Long & Foster.....Caryn Gardiner ..301-802-4182

34 Orchard Way..................$ 789,900..May 31st..1:00–5:00 PM..............Weichert .....Helen Griffiths ...301-717-3536

12557 Ansin Circle Drive..$1,550,000..May 31st...1:00-4:00 PM..............Weichert..Irene Wertheimer...  301 455 6095

ROCKVILLE

105 Rose Petal Way...........$999,000. ..May 31st...1:00-4:00 PM..Coldwell Banker ..... Julie Robinson...301-674-8930 Direct Chesapeake Bay Front
Private pier  •   Jet ski lift

HT BROWN

Gorgeous Waterfront Home
In Shady Side, MD, in Southern Anne Arundel County.

Owner/Agent Offered for $1,850,000.    Call for More Details.

Norma D. Courtois
NormaCourtois@ComCast.net

410-353-0474 Cell
301-261-5200 Office

From Page 3

News

good friends,” said Pisarra-Cain.
“It’s really been tough on us emo-
tionally too.”

THE SURREY’S CLOSING is the
latest indicator of the trend of the
small, locally-owned businesses in
Potomac that have shuttered in
recent years due to ever-increas-
ing rent and have been replaced
by national chain stores and
banks.

“It’s no longer — I don’t think
it’s feasible for a small single busi-
ness to be able to afford rent in
this area,” Morgan said. “This is a
high-rent district.”

The departure of The Surrey is
also the latest indication of the
change that Potomac has under-
gone in the last half century from
an enclave of rolling fields and
farms and horse stables lined with
riding trails to a wealthy suburban
community of large houses and in-
creasing car traffic.

“I think it’s very much not a
horse area anymore,” Morgan
said. “The horses are out towards
the Poolesville and Great Seneca
areas.”

Bob Hanson of North Potomac
has shopped at The Surrey since
it opened in the upstairs of what
is now the Chevy Chase Bank
building at the intersection of
River Road and Falls Road. It

moved to its present location in
1959.ºHanson’s family moved to
Potomac from Washington, D.C.
when he was a teenager and he
has been a member of the Potomac
Hunt Club since 1931, and he re-
members when The Surrey started
the tradition ofºflying a flag with
a fox’s head on it in the morning
to announce to Hunt Club mem-
bers a fox hunt that would take
place that afternoon. The changes
that Potomac has undergone over
the decades were inevitable, said
Hanson, and he said he would be
sorry to see The Surrey go.

“A piece of history of Potomac,
a very important part of Potomac
is leaving,” Hanson said. ‘The Sur-
rey was [part of the] history of
Potomac. It was a legend of
Potomac.”

Morgan grew up in Potomac and
remembers when people could still
ride their horses into Potomac Vil-
lage and hitch them outside of The
Surrey. The last time she recalled
that happening was 12 years ago
when a few of her friends rode
their carriages to the parking lot
outside of her store to have egg-
nog on Christmas Eve. But riding
into the Village has become unsafe
as Potomac the population of
Potomac has increased. Nothing
epitomized the change that
Potomac has undergone — and the
diminishing role of horses in
Potomac — than when her friend’s

horse startled at a red light more
than a decade ago. The horse
lurched into the Porsche idling in
front of it, damaging the car and
creating a difficult situation to ex-
plain.

EACH OF THE SURREY’S four
full-time and four part-time em-
ployees have at least a basic
knowledge of horses, said Kaye
Titus, who has worked at the store
for 20 years. She herself used to
ride, fox hunt, show and judge.

“You don’t learn that overnight
and its fun to pass that knowledge
along to people when they come
in,” Titus said. Titus said her spe-
cialty at The Surrey is measuring
custom boots which are guaran-
teed to fit perfectly. The quality is
so high that for more than 15 years
The Surrey has measured custom
boots for every new, mounted
member of the U.S. Park Police and
the Maryland-National Capital
Park Police.

Over the years the store has
been frequented by many celebri-
ties political and otherwise, but
Morgan said that she will miss
most the interaction her regular
customers, people whom she con-
siders to be more friends than cus-
tomers.

“The people who have horses
and ride are a small part of the
community and everybody knows
everybody,” Morgan said.

The Surrey To Leave Potomac

Graduation
Ceremonies

Notable commencement address
speakers will mark this year’s se-
ries of high school graduations.
Current White House press secre-
tary Robert Gibbs will speak at
Winston Churchill High School’s
graduation ceremonies at DAR
Constitution Hall Tuesday, June 2,
while Scott McClellan, who served

 This Week in Potomac

as President George W. Bush’s
press secretary for three years and
author of the controversial 2008
memoir “What Happened,” will
speak at at Walt Whitman High
School’s graduation from Consti-
tution Hall on Wednesday, June 3.
The graduation speaker for Tho-
mas S. Wootton High School had
not yet been announced by The
Almanac’s deadline.

Cabin John
Farewell

 With Cabin John Middle School
slated for modernization this sum-
mer, current and former students,
parents, staff, and neighbors are
invited to a farewell visit to the
original school building on Thurs-
day, June 4. The open house will
include self-guided tours and light
refreshments on from 3:00-5:00
pm. Cabin John Middle School is
located at 10701 Gainsborough
Road. For more information call
the school at 301-469-1150.

Cleanup in
Cabin John

 On Sunday, May 31 from 2 to 5
p.m. the Cabin John-based envi-
ronmental group Green Neighbors
is holding a kickoff event for a new
initiative called Bring Your Own
Bag (BYOB) that is intended to
promote the use of reusable bags.
The kick-off event will be at the
old Firehouse Building parking lot
at the corner of Seven Locks Road
and MacArthur Blvd.



Potomac Almanac  ❖  May 27 - June 2, 2009  ❖  11www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

This year it’s time for a
workout that really works!

Join Now
50% off & 30 days free

*Limited time offer. New members only. Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations.
© 2009 Curves International, Inc.

301-365-0795
10466 Auto Park Dr., Bethesda, MD 20817

Schools

From Page 5

Though pleased with the quick resolution of the
immediate concern, school officials say they are con-
cerned by the growing trend of people in general
and students in particular who are able to anony-
mously threaten or slander others via the internet.

“You’re talking about young people that are really
having to face the old traditional bullying in a new
venue with cyber bullying. It’s something that needs
to be watched,” said Montgomery County Public
Schools spokesman Steve Simon.

While schools have dealt with students who have
been insulted on the popular social networking site
Facebook before, Simon said that Facebook is gener-
ally not a disruptive force. The content on
peoplesdirt.com is generally destructive, distasteful,
and hurtful, Simon said. Peoplesdirt.com provides
an online gossip forum for students across the coun-
try, though more than 49,000 of the roughly 54,000
postings are related to Montgomery County high
schools. Several principals of Montgomery County
High Schools have had to deal with the fallout of
such postings in the past several months, but last
week marked the first time the Web site had content
that crossed the line between rumor and illegal.

Last month the notorious and vehemently anti-gay
Westboro Baptist Church of Topeka, Kansas, came to
Whitman to protest the school’s namesake and what
it generally believes to be the immorality of the pub-
lic education system. Whitman students organized a
peaceful counter-protest. Both sides stood across

from one another in a public forum to express their
positions on a controversial subject, and there was
no better embodiment of the spirit of the First
Amendment to the United States Constitution that
protects the freedom of speech, said Whitman prin-
cipal Alan Goodwin.

“There was nothing hidden or anonymous there,”
Goodwin said. “That’s freed of expression.”

Whether Web sites that offer the opportunity to
anonymously slander other citizens should also be
protected by the First Amendment is debatable, said
Goodwin.

“Freedom of speech that’s anonymous and that’s
slanderous and derogatory of individuals … that’s
at least socially irresponsible,” said Goodwin. This
kind of anonymous [content] … is an aberration of
freedom of speech.”

Beyond restricting access to such sites from school
computers, administrators have little ability to rein
in such online behavior, Simon said. Goodwin said
he would like to see more cooperation from Web site
administrators of such sites to take down deroga-
tory postings or to have a lag time before posts are
uploaded so that they can be reviewed for their con-
tent, but beyond that, he said, there is little that can
be done.

“I don’t know what the long-term solution is be-
cause I’m not naïve, I know if you shut down one
site another site will pop up,” Goodwin said. “There
[are] great pluses with the internet and there are a
few minuses. This,” Goodwin said of last week’s
threats, “was a minus.”

Former Student Arrested for Threats
Health & Fitness

“Me and My Dad”
To honor dad on Father’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots of you with your

dad and The Potomac Almanac will publish them in our Father’s Day issue. Be sure
to include some information about what’s going on in the photo, plus your name
and phone number and town of residence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

PhotoP@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Almanac, “Me & My Dad Photo Gallery,”
10220 River Road,

Suite 303, Potomac, MD 20854
Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped, self-addressed

envelope, but please don’t send us anything irreplaceable.
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The Potomac Tennis and Fitness Club

Juniors Summer Camp
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

• Offering 10 weeks of Camp
• Morning & Afternoon Classes:
   9:00 am - 12 pm, 1:00pm - 3:30 pm
• 4 to 6 Students Per Pro
• For All Levels
• Ages 8-16

The Following Sessions are Available:
June 22nd - 26th

June 29th - July 3rd

July 6th - July 10th

July 13th -17th

July 20th - 24th

July 27th - 31st

August 3rd - 7th

August 10th - 14th

August 17th - 21st

August 24th - 28th

MEMBER:
$213 1/2 day class per week
$384 1 full day class per week

NON-MEMBER:
$269 1/2 day class per week
$485 full day class per week

For Information Call (301) 983-1450
THE POTOMAC TENNIS CLUB

10800 Potomac Tennis Lane • Potomac, MD
(located next to Normandie Farm Restaurant)

www.potomactennis.com

Schools

From Page 2

well. But each Friday
morning the Potomac
Beat newscast delivers
the morning announce-
ments and additional fea-
tures from teacher pro-
files to movie previews,
book suggestions, the
weather, and a “Meet the
Press” segment that typi-
cally features principal
Linda Goldberg advising
students on some of the
finer points of the
school’s operation. From
start to finish the pro-
gram runs between 10
and 15 minutes.

“Mostly to me it’s about
public speaking skills,
learning about technol-
ogy and the power of
technology,” said Mitch
Schorr, the media special-
ist at Potomac Elemen-
tary who runs the pro-
gram which is now in its fourth
year. Rotating in three week sec-
tions, each of the 20 fifth-graders
involved take turns learning about
the different jobs that the news-

cast entails, from script-writing to
camera operating, commentating,
and directing. Just as importantly,
said Schorr, they learn about co-
operation and collaboration.

“Everybody has to make every-
body else look good so if one per-
son drops the ball …,” said Schorr.

As the director, it is Ngwu’s job
to make sure the graphics, script,

Potomac Beat Delivers News at PES

Potomac Elementary School media specialist Mitch Schorr works with
Brady Hinton on the camera as Collin Schmitz and Josh Davis standby.

and commentators are all
operating in synch.
Friday’s show went
smoothly, but his favorite
part of the show thus far
has been being an an-
chor, he said.

Tchatat said his favor-
ite role is operating the
camera which can seem
easy but actually requires
a lot of attention to de-
tail.

Josh Davis was the
floor director on Friday
morning.

“I signed up because
my Dad and my brother
both are on TV,” said
Davis, whose brother
Seth Davis is a basketball
analyst for CBS and
whose father Lanny
Davis has appeared on
cable television as a po-
litical analyst.

Steve Stern showed up
Friday morning to watch

his son Drew co-anchor the news-
cast and said that Drew signed up
as soon as he could last year.

“He looks forward to it every
week,” Stern said of his son.
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State Track and
Field Results

The Maryland state track and field championships
were held this past weekend at Morgan State Univer-
sity and more than a few area athletes shined when the
lights were at their brightest. Leading the charge
amongst area teams were the Wootton and Churchill
girls’ teams, who finished sixth and seventh, respectively,
in the team competition.

The Patriots can thank their first place 4x800-meter re-
lay team featuring juniors Corinne Duvall, Andrea Max-
well, and Jessie Rubin and freshman Grace Corbett for the
strong showing. Rubin also took home first-place honors
in the 3200-meter run, finishing 12 seconds faster than
anyone else in the race. Churchill’s Alexandra Giedd took
second place, completing the race 12 seconds faster than
anyone not named Jessie Rubin.

Rubin also finished in second place in the 1600-meter
run, while Maxwell came in third place in the 800-meter
race.

On top of Giedd’s strong showing, Churchill was led
by a second-place performance from Miryam Kikri in
the 800-meter run and two third-place finishes by
Kathryn Wolf in the 100-meter and 200-meter dashes.
On the boys’ side, Darren Harris was the standout for
the Bulldogs, coming in second place in the 400-meter
dash.

Whitman’s best performances were turned in by jun-
ior Andrew Palmer, who took home second place med-
als in both the 1600- and 3200-meter races, finishing
behind Sherwood’s Solomon Haile in each race.

By Mark Giannotto

The Almanac

T
hough winning the boys’ singles
state championship, as
Whitman’s Tim Klanke did this
past weekend in the shadows of

Cole Field House at University of Maryland,
implies the accomplishment was done
alone, there were three other individuals
in attendance Saturday afternoon that had
unusual impacts on Klanke’s first-ever state
title.

First it was Klanke’s teammate, Pablo
Gottret, who came to the rescue even while
playing in his own boys’ double semifinal.
In the middle of Klanke’s 6-1, 6-2 semifinal
victory over Harsha Rao of Old Mill, the
talented senior broke strings on all three of
his rackets. Luckily Gottret had an extra to
spare even though Klanke said he  “used to
play with the racket I got, and I don’t like
it.”

Then it was his father, Bill, who ran off to
a nearby tennis and golf shop to get his son’s
rackets re-strung in time
for the state finals. He
walked into the store and
had the unusual request of
“My son is in the state fi-
nals. We need these now,
how fast can you do it?”

Forty minutes later, the
elder Klanke was back at
the tennis courts with two
newly strung rackets right
in time for his son’s state final match. That’s
when things got a little dicey, though.

Even though Klanke was better rested
than Pikesville’s Paul Bergin, who had
played a grueling three-set match in the
semifinals, the Whitman No. 1 came out
sluggishly, losing the first set, 6-1, amidst a
bevy of poor serves and unforced errors.

Normally an excellent server with a pow-
erful forehand, Klanke, who will play ten-
nis at Brown next fall, was talking to him-
self on the court wondering why his

strengths were betraying him at the worst
time.

But since he had played Bergin several
times before in USTA matches, he knew the
way to get himself back into the match was
to attack his opponent’s backhand. To do
that, he had to rely on his own backhand, a
weakness over the years.

Klanke admitted afterwards his forehand
had been “in a slump” for
the past six months, which
is why, leading up to the
county, regional, and state
tournaments in recent
weeks, he had taken to be-
ing hitting partners during
the lessons of Churchill’s
Kevin Chu, the third and fi-
nal person to help Klanke
on this afternoon. Klanke

would hit backhand return after backhand
return while Chu worked on his own inside-
out forehand in private sessions.

“It helped tremendously,” said Klanke.
All the extra work paid off in the second

set against Bergin with the score tied at five
apiece. Klanke hit a huge backhand pass-
ing shot that gave him game point and then
served up an ace to seal it. He went on to
win the next game at love to take the set,
7-5.

From then on the momentum had turned,

and Klanke cruised to a 6-1 win in the third
set to bring home his first-ever state title.
He didn’t participate in last year’s competi-
tion because of a national tournament that
conflicted.

“It can be hard to find that groove,” said
Klanke, who on top of becoming a state
champ, celebrated his 18th birthday Satur-
day. “Maybe it’ll take a game, maybe it’ll
take a set, or maybe you’ll have that groove
already. But this match it took a set. It feels
good to win.”

BUT KLANKE WASN’T the only champion
on his team. The Vikings’ team of Sarah
Macy and Aaron Hoffman won the mixed
doubles’ state title, defeating Wootton’s
Rachel Heimberg and Marcos Mayo, 6-1,
6-7 (7-5), 6-3. In fact, somebody from
Whitman, Churchill, or Wootton took part
in every single final.

This was Macy’s second-consecutive state
title in mixed doubles, having teamed with
Gottret the year before. The duo had never
played together before the last couple
weeks, but “we just had chemistry from the
beginning,” according to Macy. The girls’
doubles team of Nicole Gottret and Chris-
tine Davis came up short in their final, fall-
ing to Walter Johnson’s Tiffany Lin and
Alysia Rodgers, 6-0, 6-3.

Churchill’s lone state champion came

from a duo of sophomores, Adoulage
Camara and Chu, who defeated Gottret and
Victor Osnos in an all-area final. The two
teams had faced each other in a thrilling
regional final a week earlier that saw the
Bulldogs come back from a 5-0 deficit in
the third set to win the match. That mo-
mentum carried Chu and Camara to a sur-
prisingly easy 6-2, 6-1 victory in the
rematch.

“They clicked, figured out what they
wanted to do when it was 0-5, and they’ve
been on a roll since then,” said coach Ben
Woods.

Wootton was represented in the finals by
freshman singles sensation Megan Hahn,
who didn’t drop a set in the tournament
until her defeat in the finals to Roosevelt’s
Katelyn Stokes.

THE MOST IMPRESSIVE team, though,
was Whitman. With finalists in four of the
five brackets, the Vikings easily took home
the team title and cemented themselves as
not only the best team in Potomac, but per-
haps in the entire metropolitan region.

It took a lot of help, but this will likely go
down as the best season ever for Whitman’s
tennis program.

“Each year we just keep getting better,
setting the bar a little higher,” said coach
Jasen Gohn. “And this time, having seven
[people] in the finals, two state champions,
it’s just amazing.”

Whitman senior wins
first-ever state
championship, one of
many to help Vikings
take team title.

Klanke Cleans Up at States

Whitman senior Tim Klanke won
his first-ever state championship
this past weekend, defeating
Pikeville’s Paul Bergin for the boys’
single’s title.

Churchill sophomore Kevin Chu
and partner Abdoulage Camara
won the boys’ doubles title over
Whitman’s Pablo Gottret and
Victor Osnos

Wootton freshman Megan Hahn
made it all the way to the state
finals before losing a set in the
girls’ singles bracket. She lost her
championship match to
Roosevelt’s Katelyn Stokes.
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“It can be hard to
find the groove
… this match it
took a set.”
 — Whitman’s Tim Klanke

Potomac Almanac Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com

See www.potomacalmanac.com

Potomac Sports Briefs
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south of the I-495 inter-
change. Fox Hill, which offers
both independent living con-
dominiums for sale and as-
sisted living rental units, has
felt the effects of the economic
recession. Some potential buy-
ers or renters lost much of
their retirement funds and
found they could no longer
afford the upscale appoint-
ments that Fox Hill offers,
while others who signed con-
tracts have been unable to sell
their current homes, said
Cookerly. Still, Cookerly said
that with 54 of their 240 con-
dos sold and another 30 un-
der contract Fox Hill is on-tar-
get with their investors’ pro-
jections and given the fact that
they opened just as the mar-
kets tanked last fall, they are
pleased with where they are.

Other new members to the
Chamber of Commerce in-
cluded Merry Maids and local
charity A Wider Circle.

Barry Korb of Lighthouse Fi-
nancial Planning has seen
firsthand the effects the
slumping stock market has
had on individuals whose re-
tirement funds have taken
hits. He has advised many
people to either put off their
retiring or to work part-time

1953 coronation of Queen
Elizabeth, II, and is thought to
have been on display in a New
York City hotel. Complete with
horses and the queen’s guards-
men, it is displayed above
bookcase shelving and
stretches from wall to wall in
the family room.

Reed, an obvious collector,
as are his parents Winnie and
Tom, who were among those
at the party, took great plea-
sure amassing, so far, 80
whips, all mounted on the
walls of the guest powder
room. Hunting, dressage, driv-
ing, training, and miniatures
whips are included as are
hunting crops and sword
crops.

From art to artifacts it was
like strolling through a mu-
seum. Susan and Dean Shipe
were among the first guests to
arrive but not before he had
spent the day in Winchester,
Va. shooting in cannon com-
petition. That is not a Canon
with a SLR, but one using real
ammunition. “These are 10-

pound shells,” he later explained.
Shipe has his own cannon and
shoots competitively, when he isn’t
providing sound effects for various
productions. “He shot his last can-
non ball at 4 p.m. and was here
by 5 p.m.,” his host said. Perhaps
he came via cannon!

Devereaux Raskauskas and her
fiance, Bill Murray, were there
with Devereaux’s dad, Jim Bonfils.
An avid race course fan, Bonfils,
who turned 84 last Christmas day,
was up from his Del Ray Beach,
Fla. home. Elaine and Bob Jones,
stayed to see Rachel Alexandra,
the first filly to win the Preakness
race since 1924, but left soon af-
terward to attend her brother,
Donald Titus’ 74th birthday party
at Donald, and his wife, Kay’s
Chevy Chase home.

Nancy and Ben Daughtry, Peggy
and Larry Pitts, “Junior” Magassy
and Csaba Magassy and Leonard
Proctor, came down from up
county and Denise Reed’s folks
Peggy and Joe Magner drove over
from Jarrettsville. They would
have been closer to the Pimlico
track, but like other 80-plus
guests, had more fun at the Reeds.

in their retirements, he said.
“I’m a bearer of bad news in that

sense,” said Korb.
Such doses of reality are pre-

cisely what is needed right now,
said Korb, who said he emphasizes
rationality and long-term planning
with his clients.

Long-term planning is starting to
look a little brighter, said Adam
Greenberg, president of the
Potomac Chamber of Commerce
and owner of Potomac Pizza.

“I’m happy our economy is start-
ing to bottom out and get better a
little bit,” Greenberg said as he
raffled off a fruit basket and a free
risk analysis by Korb.

As the crowd dispersed from the
Normandie Farm patio Tania
Bruno of Quiet Stream Architec-
ture said that she was impressed
by the number of women the
happy hour drew, and that busi-
ness opportunities or no, the event
was worth having.

“It was just fun even if [nothing
else] it was just fun to meet
people,” Bruno said.

Learning

Of Hats and Horses

ClassifiedClassified
Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

34 Pets

REPTILE Show & Sale!
Live Reptiles,

Buy, Sell, Trade. Sat.
6/6/09, 9am-3pm.

$7.00/person Community 
Center, 100 Largaret Ln. 

Havre De Grace, MD 
(Rte 155 & I-95 exit 89) 

Info: 410/526-4184,
www.pythons.com

100 Music

Piano Lessons-
your home

Guitar, Clarinet, Flute, 
Saxophone,more

Serving Northern Va.

Traveling Teachers
301-989-9174

We tune pianos too!

Lawn Mowing
Mulching & more!

Call Mark for free est,

703-868-7831

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

LANDSCAPING

GGAARRDDEENNEERR
Energetic Gardener, 

speaks French &
English. Weeding. 
Planting. Edging. 

Mulching. Maintenance.  
Potomac references. 

301-980-8258

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.compotomacalmanac.com

Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

EmploymentEmployment
Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Tuesday 11 a.m. • 301-983-1900

The re-escalating price of gasoline is start-
ing — or rather accelerating — its impact on
my digestive system; that is to say, it’s giving
me more than indigestion. It’s beginning to
eat away at the layers of tolerance that I’ve
built up over the years, and is likewise effect-
ing, adversely I may add, my sunny disposi-
tion. In spite of the many suggestions one
hears about driving to maximize one’s use of
gasoline as efficiently as possible (properly
inflated tires; clean air filters; slowing down,
generally, smoother accelerations and more
gradual decelerations, etc.) the fact of the
matter is, I wonder how much any of it really
matters — in the big picture. Picture this,
with less mattering, to me, I’m getting mad-
der at more people for indiscretions, over-
sights, forgetfulness and so forth that I might
otherwise have ignored when the price at the
pump — and some of the related product
and service increases — were not returning
to previously painful highs.

Now I haven’t quite gone public yet, with
any of my observations and suggestions as
the actual circumstances have presented
themselves. But if anybody was telepathic or
could read lips — or understood muttering
— I’d have already gotten into a number of
fistfights; well, verbal confrontations, at least.
And it’s not like I wrote the book on social
discourse or proper behavior when push
comes to shove (figuratively speaking, of
course; I don’t condone violence). But, there
does seem to be a dollars and sense correla-
tion. If I were to guess, and make a casual,
non-scientific, not-supported-by-any-
empirical-evidence observation — as the
price of a gallon of gasoline goes up, people’s
behavior has an inverse reaction to it: it goes
down, as in it gets worse. As the dollars
needed to fill the tank become almost inde-
cent (again), so too does the corresponding
behavior of the person filling that tank.

I don’t know if it’s simply that we feel
helpless against the forces combining (I didn’t
say conspiring, many others did, though; oth-
ers with a great deal more knowledge and
insight than I will ever have.) to prime the
pump, but the loss of any control over a por-
tion of the family, business and/or govern-
ment budget allocated for such expenses,
creates a stress unhealthy for mere mortal
men. Moreover, the victimization and exploi-
tation us mere mortal men feel as the Oil and
Gas companies quarterly profits are
announced simultaneously it seems, to the
still-increasing unemployment rate and bank-
ruptcy protections being granted to some of
America’s oldest and most familiar compa-
nies, gives one pause to reflect: Has America
passed itself by? Is what opportunity and
quality of life, which many of us have experi-
enced — and some even taken for granted
— indeed been compromised by circum-
stances many in a position of responsibility
say is mostly beyond our country’s control?
And if so, does that mean that our future is
not nearly as bright as we thought it was?
And if the future is likely to be more difficult
than the past, then my attempts at humor
concerning the minutiae of everyday life
seem rather unimportant.

But I can’t solve any of these problems; I
can only write about them — and complain
(a little ignorance goes a long way). I have to
tell you, though, from where I sit — and
write, it’s getting ugly. People (myself
included) are getting irritated, and unless
something changes soon, the American con-
sumer will be an endangered species.

Put that in your oil tanker and ship it!
Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for

The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

It’s Not Fun
or Funny
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18

Connection Newspapers are now

available on our Web Site in PDF format,

page by page, identical to our weekly

newsprint editions, including print

advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. Email
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Interior designer Jody
Wilens and lighting special-
ist Debra Gilmore trade
cards at last week’s happy
hour event hosted by the
Potomac Chamber.
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He thought the ticket and the viola-
tion — on road with no traffic and no
pedestrians — was unfair.

Dunn said that he is in favor of keep-
ing local roads safe, but that the main
motivation behind the cameras is to gen-
erate revenue for Montgomery County,
not to protect its citizens.

“Why would I spend a thousand dol-

lars on signs on a $40 ticket? It just put me
over the edge and I thought this was a good
way to raise awareness,” Dunn said.

Dunn put the signs up during the evening
on Friday, May 22 and planned to have them
down by Monday night, May 25. Using the
county’s statistics on the revenue gained
from the cameras, he estimated that his
signs could save residents close to $25,000
over Memorial Day Weekend.

“I think that … a lot of people [were] very

supportive,” Dunn said. He estimated that
of the roughly 150 emails he received about
the signs 90 percent were positive. The signs
were the subjects of news stories on local
television stations and that he thinks he will
post them again — perhaps over the July 4
holiday.

“That’s when people are concerned about
safety and this is just a reminder to drive
safely,” he said.

Dunn said he had not heard from any

Frank Smith, the volunteer chief of the
Great Falls (Va.) Volunteer Fire Department,
reached up from a crouching position and
grabbed the hula hoop and lifted it from
the rope. For several seconds the boat held
its place in the rapids and Smith held the
hula hoop aloft so that its sides did not come
in contact with the rope.

“That’s hard to do, especially with all this
water,” Payne said, shouting above the noise
of both the boat’s motor and the running
rapids.

That exercise is a common practice for
members of the Fairfax and Montgomery
County Fire and Rescue Swift Water Res-
cue Teams. The team member holding the
hula hoop is tested for control skills that
translate to holding an injured person im-
mobile during a rescue, said Smith, while
the boat driver’s skills are tested by keep-
ing the boat still in the middle of churning
water surrounded by boulders.

“Now you see why I ride with him,” Smith
said of Payne.

Smith and Payne were among dozens of
local rescue authorities and personnel that
took part in a demonstration of swift water
rescue capabilities just below Great Falls last
week to tout the dangers of the Potomac
River as summer nears. The annual event
has become a spring ritual for officials of
the six governmental agencies that oversee
the 14-mile stretch of the Potomac River
from Great Falls to the Key Bridge, but two
recent drownings and a slew of swift water
rescues this spring have increased the ur-
gency of educating the public about the
dangers of the river. After five people acci-
dentally drowned in the river in 2004 a
cooperative initiative between the National
Park Service, the United States Park Police,
Montgomery and Fairfax County Fire and
Rescue Departments, District of Columbia
Metropolitan Police Harbor Patrol, and Dis-
trict of Columbia Fire & E.M.S. Squads re-
sulted in zero drownings from 2005 through
2008.

“Our good fortune has run out,” said
Bob Zoldos, Fairfax County Fire and

Rescue’s Technical Rescue Operations
Team Chief.

LAST THURSDAY was and sunny, but the
beautiful weather and the calm surface of
the Potomac River belied the water’s dan-
ger, said Kevin Brandt, superintendent of
the C&O Canal National Historical Park.
Massive currents called hydraulics work
beneath the river’s surface and can suck
swimmers downward. Those hydraulics,
cold and swift water, and the rocks below
the surface form a potentially fatal combi-
nation, Brandt said. Jim Seavey, chief of the
Cabin John Park Volunteer Fire Department
later recounted a 14-year-old who went
swimming in the seemingly calm water at
the Old Angler’s put-in 15 years ago. He was
sucked under and his body found downriver
several days later, but two rescue divers
were sent in to search for his body at the
Old Angler’s put-in and nearly drowned
themselves. After that incident Montgom-
ery County changed their regulations to
largely restrict rescue divers from moving

water, Seavey said.
“It proves how treacherous this river is,”

said Seavey.
As Brandt spoke on Thursday morning a

group of kayakers suited up and pushed
off towards Great Falls. Kayaking is per-
mitted above and below the falls, though
kayakers who wish to shoot falls must
speak with State of Maryland officials and
sign a release form, according to Montgom-
ery County Fire and Rescue officials. Swim-
ming in the Potomac River Gorge — also
referred to as the Mather Gorge — is for-
bidden, and as several boats hauled vari-
ous media representatives in their boats
towards the falls Thursday morning sev-
eral teenagers loitered at the edge of 20-
foot tall cliffs along the Maryland side of
the river. Cliff jumping off the C&O Canal
National Historical Park’s Billy Goat Trail
is common for local high school students,
said Payne, while at least half of the swift
water rescue rescues that are performed
are actually for injured hikers along both
sides of the river.

‘Our Good Fortune Has Run Out’

Lamont Payne, a member of Fairfax County Fire and Rescue’s Swift
Water Rescue team pilots his boat away from “Last Chance Point” just
beneath Great Falls. “That’s the last chance you’ve got to get out of this
water,” Payne said of the point’s namesake.

As he crouches in the bow of a swift water rescue boat that is in the
middle of a Class 1 rapid, Frank Smith, chief of the Great Falls (Va.)
Volunteer Fire Department holds a hula hoop in the air, keeping it from
touching the pink wire running through it. The training exercise tests
the control of both the hula hoop holder and the driver of the boat

county authorities about his signs as of
Monday afternoon, but that he had got-
ten unofficial approval from at least
county police officer who Dunn said
drove by the signs, chuckled, and kept
going.

“I don’t think it matters your walk of
life … I just don’t think people like the
darn things,” he said.

— Aaron Stern

Resident Posts Signs Warning of Speed Cameras

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
b
y
 
A

a
r
o

n
 
S
t
e
r
n

/
T

h
e
 
A

l
m

a
n

a
c



16  ❖  Potomac Almanac  ❖  May 27 - June 2, 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

On-l ine ordering
now avai lable!

20% off your first
on-line order!


