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W
ith less than two weeks before she is
sworn into office, Councilwoman-elect
Alicia Hughes has found herself in the

midst of a brewing controversy even before her term
officially begins. Last week, three Democratic cam-
paign contributors filed a complaint with city offi-
cials charging that Hughes was not a properly regis-
tered voter in the city of Alexandria at the time she

filed for candidacy on March 3. The five-page letter,
dated June 12, requests “a full inquiry into her resi-
dency and eligibility to hold office.”

“I would not have run for office believing that I’m
not qualified,” responded Hughes, who declined to
comment on the specific allegations in the complaint.
“At this juncture, I will let the legal process run its
course.”

Registrar Tom Parkins has scheduled a June 25

Democrats charge Alicia Hughes was not properly
registered to vote when she was elected.

Councilwoman-Elect Challenged

By Erica Kicak-

Vanderhoeven

Gazette Packet

O
n the same day that the
World Health Organiza-
tion elevated the swine

flu to phase 6, global pandemic
level, Cora Kelly elementary school
parents were informed that their
children’s school had its first con-
firmed swine flu case. The case is
not the first one in the city, nor is
it the first case in the school sys-
tem. Two days before, James K
Polk Elementary School released

that it had two students with con-
firmed swine flu cases.

The swine flu, H1N1, has simi-
lar symptoms to the regular flu:
fever, cough and sore throat. Other
symptoms include headache,
chills, fatigue, body aches, and,
less common, gastrointestinal
symptoms. One unexplained dif-
ference between H1N1 and sea-
sonal flu is that H1N1 mostly tends
to affect younger people, whereas
the seasonal flu affects older
people.

Since H1N1 first arrived in the
United States, there have been
over 13,000 confirmed cases and
27 deaths. Alexandria has had
eight confirmed cases so far.

Reaction is
poised, calm.

Eight Confirmed Swine
Flu Cases in City

By Maham Ayaz

Gazette Packet

W
hile others of his
age prepared for
graduation, prom
and the summer

to follow, one 18-year-old faced
the Alexandria Circuit Court on
Thursday June 11, pleading guilty
to robbery, the use of firearms and
involvement in a gang. In Virginia,
the recommended sentence for a
combination of the three crimes is
from nine years to a life sentence.
However, he might serve only
three years and seven months.

Criminals in Alexandria face a
more sympathetic court than any
other jurisdiction in Virginia. The

Virginia Sentencing Commission
lays out a range of potential sen-
tences for different crimes under
the Circuit Court. However, com-
pliance with the guidelines is vol-
untary and as Alexandria Judge
Lisa Kemler explained, “the guide-
lines are discretionary.” Judges can
choose how closely they want to
follow them.

“I lowered [the sentence] below
the guidelines,” said Kemler. “The
reason was the nature of the of-
fense, the facts of the offense …
extreme remorse on the part of the
defendant, and also prior history
caused the guidelines to be too
high.”

Alexandria courts have the most
lenient sentences in Virginia.

Doing Less Time

By Mike DiCicco

Gazette Packet

W
hat do two former
Alexandria City po-
lice officers and a

onetime Norfolk journalist have
in common?

One answer would be a pen-
chant for jumping careers:
former newspaperman Scott
Mathias, now living in Reston,
works in health care marketing.
Shane McClung, still an Alex-
andria resident, has worked as
a systems engineer for NASA,
started a couple of his own com-
panies and still works in infor-
mation technology. And Ron
Newcomb followed a four-year
stint as a minister at McLean
Bible Church with his own ca-
reer in information technology.
He now lives in Woodbridge.

But other commonalities in-
clude online gaming profi-
ciency, a love of the “Lord of the
Rings” series and one dream to
bind them.

“Our goal has always been to
make a feature-length film,”
Mathias said.

That film, called “The Fellow-
ship,” will tell the story of four

Fans of gaming,
Tolkien set out
to make fan film.

Band Forms Movie ‘Fellowship’

Shane McClung, Scott Mathias and Ron Newcomb are
on a cinematic quest.
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teenagers on a quest to attend a
“Lord of the Rings” gaming con-
vention in Orlando, Fla., even as
their own journey parallels the
eponymous trilogy. Shooting will

begin Aug. 10 and end in early
September.

“You write about things you
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Wimpy Names
In an effort to honor some of the city’s earliest history, two new

street names in the Eisenhower Valley have been given nautical
themes. Yet the new names might encounter rough waters in the
coming days.

During recent excavations near the Eisenhower Avenue Metro
Station, Alexandria archeologists have discovered the remains of
a pier believed to be part of a tobacco exporting dock on Hunting
Creek at a place then known as the Village of Cameron. So when
several new streets were being created for two new 22-story resi-
dential towers, names were created to reflect that history.

Port Street was named to honor the dock. Dock Lane was se-
lected to portray the maritime history of the site. And Southern
Street was dubbed to identify the southernmost street in the city.
Although City Council members seemed appreciative to call at-
tention to the little-known tobacco port at the Village of Cameron,
the specific names chosen didn’t encounter smooth sailing.

“I think they are wimpy,” said Councilman Paul Smedberg.
“You could say they are watered down,” added Mayor Bill

Euille.
Council members approved the development, but the elected

leaders were clearly aiming to sink the new street names. Ulti-
mately, the little-known but powerful Naming Committee will
have the final say.

Finding Good Help
The late campaign for City Council may be over, but it seems

like the election has left some issues unresolved — or at least still
festering. Take, for example, a letter to the editor from Magee
Whelan published during the campaign that criticized Council-
man Rob Krupicka for arriving late to an April Holocaust me-
morial in Market Square known as the “Days of Remembrance.”

Whelan was one of about two dozen people who spoke out
unsuccessfully against the effort by five council members to move
municipal elections from May to November. After she concluded
her remarks, Krupicka took the opportunity to publicly question
her for her published remarks during the campaign.

“So your view is that I should have paid for a babysitter to
watch my child?” asked Krupicka, prompting howls of laughter
from the audience at City Hall.

“I would have been happy to baby-sit,” countered Whelan, Re-
publican captain at the City Hall precinct. “I’ve babysat a few
times for friends for nothing.”

At that point, Mayor Bill Euille ended the colloquy and called
the next speaker.

Consultant Creep
What should the Braddock Road Metro small area plan say? To

write it, the city hired a consultant. How could the city govern-
ment acted more efficiently to handle a hazardous materials fa-
cility on the West End? To find out, the city hired a consultant.
What should the waterfront look like? Once again, the city hired
a consultant — although some see this as a disturbing trend.

“The Planning Department has a ridiculously large staff, but
none of them even know how to spell waterfront,” said
Townsend Van Fleet. “So they have to hire consultants.”

Turning the Tables
Vice Mayor Del Pepper likes to be heard. When city staff

members are not paying attention to her during City Council
meetings, the vice mayor will frequently say “excuse me” to get
their attention before continuing with her commentary. But Irish
restaurateur Pat Troy turned the tables on Pepper last week-
end.

As he was giving testimony Saturday about the city’s special-
events policy, Troy stopped mid-sentence when he noticed the
vice mayor was chatting with one of her colleagues.

“If the vice mayor could stop talking so I could continue, I would
appreciate it,” Troy said, retaining Pepper’s attention for the du-
ration of his remarks.

— Michael Lee Pope

Council Notebook

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

B
y the time City Council members were
ready to cast a final ballot Saturday
evening, they heard hours of speakers op-
posing the plan by a three-to-one-margin.

They received a formal report from a commission
appointed by the mayor to investigate the idea, which
recommended against making the change. And they
heard from a number of voters who suggested that a
lame-duck council approving such a dramatic change
would be perceived as suspect. Nevertheless, a five-
to-two majority approved an ordinance that was in-
troduced the week after the election.

“I took the oath of office to represent all
Alexandrians, not just the folks who show up here,”
said Councilman Justin Wilson, a leading advocate
of the proposal. “Our system is not working.”

Since the 18th century, Alexandria has held sepa-
rate elections for local offices. Some of the earliest
city records from the 1750s show that municipal elec-
tions were held in February. By the early 1800s, they
were moved to the second Tuesday in March. After
the Civil War, they were scheduled for the second
Tuesday in June. From 1973 to 2009, local campaigns
were held in May. Now that the City Council has
taken action, the next elections for City Council and
School Board are scheduled for November 2012.

“It’s really disappointing that the City Council
would disregard the public speakers who overwhelm-
ingly opposed this,” said Councilman-elect Frank
Fannon. “They should have held a referendum to find
out what the people think rather than a five-vote
majority dictating what they think
is best.”

FOR YEARS, people have been
talking about the possibility of
moving the local elections to the
November ballot. In the last two
elections, when Mayor Bill Euille
was unopposed, the turnout of
registered voters was between 15
to 20 percent. That level of in-
volvement became the core argu-
ment for moving the election,
which was suggested shortly after
the May 2006 election by Councilman Rob Krupicka.
But when a special commission was appointed the
following year to investigate the possibility, the panel
issued a recommendation to keep the municipal elec-
tion in May.

“The committee considered the value of increased
turnout, but heard from some residents that the con-
sideration of local issues would suffer when joined
at the November elections … and the increased turn-
out would be made up primarily of voters who were
uninformed about local issues,” wrote committee
chairman Dick Hobson in the 2007 report. “Based
on this and other concerns that were expressed (such
as the difficulty local candidates would have in at-
tracting campaign contributions in the fall), the
majority of the committee agreed that elections
should not be moved to November.”

In the end, members of City Council decided
against following the recommendation of the
commission and the overwhelming majority of
speakers who arrived at City Hall to express
their concerns over the proposal. Instead, the
five members
said they had
become per-
suaded that
moving the
election to No-
vember would
i n c r e a s e
d e m o c r a t i c
participation
in local politics
by bringing
more people
into the process. Although opponents criticized
the plan as a cynical ploy to increase the power

of the Alexandria Demo-
cratic Committee, support-
ers said it was a way to
broaden participation.

“This past election was
probably the most competi-
tive I’ve ever been involved
in,” said Councilman Paul
Smedberg, who voted for
the ordinance. “And yet we
still had a 15 percent turn-
out.”

ALTHOUGH THE ORDI-
NANCE approved last weekend moves the
election from May 2012 to November 2012,
members of the City Council have already
started talking about potential charter changes
they might seek in the next session of the Gen-
eral Assembly. One change might create four-
year terms, which would be a way to schedule
local elections so they don’t overlap with presi-
dential years. Another potential charter change
would create staggered elections so that all
members of the council are not on the ballot
at the same time. Then again, council mem-
bers could seek a charter change to move the
elections back to May.

“The devil is in the details,” said Vice Mayor
Del Pepper, who opposed the move. “This is
not what I call good government.”

News

City Elections Rescheduled
Despite overwhelming
opposition, City Council
moves municipal election
to November 2012.

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

City Council members voted last weekend
to move the May 2012 elections to Novem-
ber 2012.

Ordinance Vote
IN FAVOR
❖ Mayor Bill Euille
❖ Councilman Rob Krupicka
❖ Councilman Tim Lovain
❖ Councilman Paul Smedberg
❖ Councilman Justin Wilson

OPPOSED
❖ Vice Mayor Del Pepper
❖ Councilman Ludwig Gaines

“I took the oath of
office to represent

all Alexandrians,
not just the folks

who show up here.”
— Councilman Justin Wilson
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By Michael K. Bohn

Gazette Packet

Ev’ry heart beats true
‘neath the Red, White and Blue,
Where there’s never a boast or brag.

G
eorge M. Cohan’s lyr
ics reflected his view
of Americans’ mod
esty about their flag in

his song “You’re a Grand Old Flag.”
But the employees at Alexandria’s
National Capital Flag Company
are mighty proud of the flags they
make and repair. And there seems
to be plenty of opportunity to brag
as they see their handiwork in
movies, TV shows, and in news
media reporting. After all, these
folks are making, as Cohan wrote,
“the emblem of the land I love.”

“Our business has three parts,”
said owner Al Ulmer. “We make
flags and banners for a variety of
customers, sell flags and flag ac-
cessories made by large manufac-
turers, and sell, install, and repair
flagpoles.”

Examples of the flags that Ulmer
and his 46 employees make at
their South Quaker Lane facility
include the national flags on dis-
play at the Kennedy Center, ban-
ners for associations and conven-
tions, and specialty flags for mili-
tary units. “We are bidding on a
job to replace all the flags in the
foyer of the State Department,”
Ulmer said. “But of course, we
made the current flags years ago.”
Another example is a huge
“Bennington,” a reproduction of a
Revolution-era flag with 13 stars
and the number “76” in the can-
ton (blue field) that the White
House ordered for the Eisenhower
Executive officer Building.

Ulmer began working as a part-
time flagpole repairman at the
company in 1980 during his off
time as a Fairfax County
firefighter. By the late 1980s, he
had left the fire department, be-
came a full-time employee, and set
about to learn everything he could
from the company’s founder,
Claude Haynes.

“Claude helped me a lot,” Ulmer
recalled. “By 1999, he agreed to
gradually sell me the business and
I took control after a few years.
Claude stayed on as the CEO until
he passed away in 2002.”

ULMER’S WIFE Joanne started
working at the company in 2004,
but explained that she struggled
to convince Al that it was a good
idea. “It took us a while to find the
right professional relationship,”
she said. “At first I worked down
the hall and assisted in several ar-
eas — sales,
admin, payroll,
and human re-
sources. When
C l a u d e ’ s
d a u g h t e r
Claudia left the
company, I
moved into her
office, which
was next to
Al’s.” Joanne Ulmer is now the sec-
retary/treasurer of the company,
but has turned over her office the
company’s controller.

She claims her job is the most
fun she has ever had. “Flags are
so emotional. You’re touching his-
tory when you make one. Al
chuckles at me when I get excited
about a flag.”

The Ulmers are also flag-mak-
ers for the stars. Their products
have appeared in movies such as
“Night of the Museum” (I and II)
and “Flags of Our Fathers,” and TV
shows, including “The West Wing”
and “Commander in Chief.”

The company appears to have
found a recession-resistant busi-
ness model. “Two thousand eight
was our best year ever, over $4
million in sales,” Al Ulmer said.
“And our figures have been steady
this year.” He explained, however,
that patriotism generally drives
sales figures, with Reagan’s 1980
election, the 1991 Gulf War, and
9-11 providing sales boosts. Sell-
ing to the military helps revenue
also. The Ulmers beam when talk-
ing about letters and photos they

receive from military personnel in
Iraq and Afghanistan for whom the
company has made guidons —
unit identifying flags. The swal-
low-tailed flags are throwbacks to
the time when soldiers marched or
rode into battle following their
company guidon mounted on a
pike.

IN HER 35H YEAR at National
Capital Flag, Cora Wilson super-
vises the sewing department. She
started there as a seamstress in
1974, and now oversees a num-

ber of women
who make
and repair
flags. Using
paper pat-
terns pro-
duced by the
art depart-
ment, some
lay out the
flag designs

on swaths of colored fabric on
large tables. Others create
appliqués by hand or on complex
embroidery machines, while an-
other team assembles the finished
banners and flags.

“I just love it here,” Wilson said.
“It’s exciting to see a flag that I
made on television. The White
House ordered a big American flag
to display when President Reagan
returned from the hospital after he
was shot in 1981. It was a thrill.”

All of the sewing department
employees are women, many from
Southeast Asia — especially Cam-
bodia and Vietnam. “Men just
don’t apply for these jobs,” Al
Ulmer said. “They are certainly
welcome.”

The company has long wel-
comed immigrants, and both
Haynes and Ulmer have provided
support for those seeking U.S. citi-
zenship. The Ulmers are most
proud of two Cambodian-Ameri-
can women — Touch Ell and Sotha
Lam. Both joined the company as
young women over 20 years ago,
found husbands and had children,
and became American citizens. Ell

runs the embroidery section, while
Lam supervises the appliqué team.
“I love my job,” said Ell.

Jermaine Dunk is one of the few
men in the company outside the
flagpole department. He is the
shipping manager and handles
much of the purchasing of fabric
and supplies. “It is a very interest-
ing job,” he said, looking up from
his desk. “Al is an excellent boss and
he pays attention to the details that
are important to employees.”

The flagpole technicians have —
lofty — positions within the com-
pany. Just a few days before the
national Flag Day on June 14,
James Stanton and Dustin Long
repaired the cables on two flag-

poles at an office building in
Merrifield. Stanton, who has been
on the job for over seven years,
rode his truck’s hoist to the top of
one of the flagpoles. Asked if he
was afraid of heights, he said,
“Nope, but I used to be. When I
started, I wouldn’t even get on a
ladder. You get used to it.” Stanton
works for his father, Steve, the flag-
pole sales and services supervisor.

All of the company’s employees
seems to enjoy their jobs. They
take pride in their work, and, if
asked, likely would join in to sing
part of Cohan’s chorus.

You’re a grand old flag,
You’re a high flying flag
And forever in peace may you wave.

This Business Celebrates Flag Day Every Day

Photos by Michael K. Bohn/Gazette Packet

National Capital Flag Company owner Al Ulmer and his wife
Joanne in front of their company’s Alexandria facility.

“Flags are so
emotional. You’re
touching history
when you make one.”

— Joanne Ulmer

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

W
hen he became principal at
T.C. Williams High School
in 1984, John Porter in-

tended to stay six or seven years. Yet
he ended up staying at the high school
through 2006 — cementing his pub-

Porter To Leave School System To Be Director of ACT
lic persona as one of the
most recognizable fig-
ures in the city. Since
then, he has worked in
the school admin-
istration’s central office
as assistant superinten-
dent for planning and
operations with an an- See Porter,  Page 7

nual salary of $152,000. This week, Porter
announced he will be stepping down from
that position to become executive director
of ACT for Alexandria, Alexandria’s com-
munity foundation.

“It’s bittersweet,” said Porter. “I have been
with the school system for so long that this
is going to be quite a change.”

A native of the District of Columbia, Por-

ter has lived most of his life in Alex-
andria and graduated from George
Washington High School in 1965. In-
spired by an uncle who taught in
public schools, Porter majored in his-
tory at North Carolina Wesleyan Col-
lege, where he was president of his
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Open 9-7 • 7 Days
     9023 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax, VA

703-573-5025
2 miles west of I-495 on

Rt. 50 (Vienna Metro)
CravensNursery.com

60-75% OFF
ALL POTTERY
Washington’s Largest

 Selection

25% OFF
All 2008 Nursery Stock

FREE ESTIMATES

3 Cubic ft. Shredded
Hardwood Mulch $2.99
Bulk Mulch REG. 29.99 19.99 cu. yd.

Encore Azaleas $12.99
HOSTA 20% OFF

HERBS Over 100 Varieties
Jackson &

Perkins Roses
PERENNIALS Over 1000 Varieties
PA. Wall Stone Sale
GROUND COVER SALE

HARDSCAPE/LANDSCAPE
25% OFF Cactus, Bonsai, Orchids

35% OFF

IVY
Approximate 100

VINCA
50 Pots $2499

Shillelagh Travel Club
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web-site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, SEPT. 13-19 ..................................................................... $899
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 6-Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast & Dinner and
Sightseeing.

IRELAND (INCLUDING THE NORTH) OCT. 28-NOV. 6...............................$2199
Includes Air from Dulles,  8-Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast & Dinner, Daily Sightseeing.
Call for an Itinerary

SANTA MARTA, COLOMBIA – All-inclusive Resort Nov. 5-11.........................$999
Includes Air from Dulles, 6-Nights Hotel with All Meals & Beverages and non-motorized
watersports.

Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

People

E
lizabeth Dorothy Kaufman
and Robert Stanley
McNamara were married

Saturday, May 30, 2009, at 2
o’clock at St. Andrew’s Catholic
Church, Roanoke, Va. The Monsi-
gnor Thomas Miller officiated. The
bride was given in marriage by her
father. A bagpiper greeted the
guests, and an organist accompa-
nied by a trumpeter played dur-
ing the wedding. An outdoor re-
ception overlooking the moun-
tains of the Blue Ridge at Roanoke
Country Club followed.

The bride’s parents are Ms.
Linda Sargent Kaufman and Dr.
John Pearse Kaufman of Roanoke.
She is the granddaughter of the
late Colonel and Mrs. Francis
Sargent, Sr. of Newport News and
Alexandria, Va., and the late Dr.
and Mrs. William Henry Kaufman
of Roanoke, and Sparks, Md.

The groom’s parents are Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Michael McNamara of
Elmira, N.Y.

Included in the wedding party
were William Sargent Kaufman,
brother of the bride, and Anna Lee
Johnson, goddaughter and cousin
of the bride. LaDonna Sargent,
aunt of the bride, performed a solo
of Ave Maria.

The bride received a bachelor of
arts in English from the University
of Virginia and is a graduate of the
University of Virginia School of
Medicine in Charlottesville, Va.
She is a resident in dermatology
at Wake Forest University Baptist
Medical Center, Winston-Salem,
N.C. The groom is a graduate of
Ithaca College, Ithaca, N.Y., and
received his master’s and doctor-
ate degrees from Colorado State
University, Fort Collins, Colo. He
is a clinical psychologist for Wake

McNamara, Kaufman Wed

Forest University.
The rehearsal dinner was given

by the parents of the groom at
Valhalla Vineyards on Friday
evening, preceding the wedding.
After a honeymoon to Half Moon
Bay, Jamaica, the couple will re-
side in Winston-Salem.

To have a notice listed, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call
Steve Hibbard at 703-917-6407 with
questions.

THURSDAY/JUNE 18
India’s Poorest Children Talk.

12:30-1:30 p.m. Anita Edgar, founder
of charitable organizations that care
for India’s poorest children, will

speak on the continuing programs of
El-Shaddai Charitable Trust. At
Mindful Hands, 211 King Street. Call
703-740-7994; El-Shaddai
Charitable Trust:
www.childrescue.net; or Mindful
Hands:  www.mindfulhands.com.

Shuttle Access at Van Dorn Metro.
7 p.m. The City of Alexandria and the
Washington Metropolitan Area

Bulletin Board

Transit Authority (Metro) invite
residents to attend. The meeting will
be held at the Days Inn Alexandria
Hotel, 110 South Bragg St,
Alexandria. Contact Jim Maslanka at
703-746-4075.

Volunteer Fair. 4-7 p.m. Offers
opportunities for older adults. At St.
Martin de Porres Senior Center, 4650
Taney Ave, Alexandria.
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KNOWN FOR QUALITY & REPUTABLE WORK

SATISFYING CUSTOMERS FOR OVER 15 YEARS
• Residential & Commercial • Asphalt Driveways • Concrete Driveways • Parking Lots

• Patchwork/Repairs • Crack Seal/Repair • Stripping • New Construction
• Property Maintenance • 1-Year Warranty • Free Estimate

• Second Generation Family Owned/Operated • Licensed/Insured
• VA Class A Contractor

KATHMAR ASPHALT CONSTRUCTION
Office: 703-370-3737 Mobile: 703-910-0083

Serving All of Northern Virginia

The Best in Senior Living

703-243-4300
Call Today

• Rents Starting at $950
• All Utilities Included
• And Just Two Blocks from Ballston Metro
• Frost-Free Refrigerator
• Underground Garage Parking
• Spacious Kitchens and Bathrooms
• Wellness Programs
• Full-Time Social Services Coordinator
• Prices are Subject to Change

4300 N. Carlin Springs Road, Arlington, VA 22203

Offering
Starting at 55 years

THE CARLIN

An Alexandria Gazette Packet Community Project Partnership

The Fund for
Alexandria’s Child
…helping foster children enjoy experiences

others take for granted

Join

June 24, 2009
on the

Fostering the Future
Pirates in Parrotdise
Cruise

aboard the
Cherry Blossom

6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Dockside reception

7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Scenic cruise

Tickets: $75/person,
includes buffet and drinks

Music by the Nautical Wheelers
Food by Mango Mike’s

For tickets and information: call 703.838.0762
email thefundforalexchild@alexandriava.gov

or visit www.alexandriava.gov/thefundforalexchild

Save
the Date

Save
the Date

From Page 1

News

hearing to consider Hughes’ eligibility to
vote in Alexandria. To become a registered
voter in Virginia, applicants need to be a
resident of the commonwealth, not claim-
ing residency in another state. The three
individuals bringing the complaint plan to
present evidence that Hughes received a
homestead exemption on a house she owns
in Baltimore, although the registrar ex-
plained that his jurisdiction is limited to
her immediate eligibility.

“The hearing will be narrowly limited to whether
or not she is currently eligible to vote,” said Parkins.
“So we’ll be looking at the time between when the
challenge was filed and the date of the hearing.”

THE CASE AGAINST Hughes has also been sent
to Commonwealth’s Attorney S. Randolph Sengel,
who will consider whether or not to bring criminal
charges against Hughes if she lied on a form filed
with the registrar in March declaring her statement
of candidacy. Because the allegations against Hughes
include charges that she claimed a primary residency
in Maryland, Sengel must determine whether that
meets the threshold of providing false information.
Under Virginia law, providing false information to
the registrar is a criminal offense punishable by a
$1,500 fine or a decade in prison.

“Any complaint of that nature regarding a candi-
date for office in Alexandria is within the jurisdic-
tion of my office,” said Sengel, an elected Demo-
cratic official. “And we have a statutory responsibil-
ity to make inquiry and will do so when such a com-
plaint is received.”

Since her surprise victory against two Democratic
incumbents last month, Hughes has been under criti-
cism from Democrats. Allegations of wrongdoing
began in the hours following the election, with sev-
eral Democrats charging she was in violation of the
Hatch Act by holding a federal job and receiving the
endorsement of the Republican Party. That was fol-
lowed by allegations that she drove a car with Mary-
land license plates during the campaign. The sus-
tained effort against Hughes culminated last week,
when Michael Reid, Hector Huezo and Ronald Rigby
filed the formal complaint with attorney J. Gerald
Herbert.

“There’s clearly an effort to discredit Ms. Hughes
and challenge her qualifications before she even
takes office,” said Councilman Ludwig Gaines, a
Democrat who did not run for reelection this year.
“In my opinion, there doesn’t appear to be much
substance to the allegations.”

CAMPAIGN FINANCE documents show that all
three of the individuals who filed the complaint are
active Democratic contributors. In the most recent
Democratic primary for governor, for example, Reid
contributed $400 to Brian Moran, Huezo contrib-
uted $300 to Moran and Rigby contributed $150 to
Terry McAuliffe. By requesting a formal hearing of
Hughes’ eligibility to vote and her truthfulness in
her statement of candidacy, Reid, Heuzo and Rigby
have forced a formal consideration of charges that
have been brewing online for weeks.

“Right now there’s a cloud over Alicia Hughes,”
said Rigby, a longtime member of the Alexandria
Democratic Committee. “I would think she would
welcome an opportunity to clear the air of all the
charges against her.”

Supporters of Hughes say the charges against her
are baseless, and that they have been filed by Demo-

crats who are bitter about losing two
seats on the City Council. Republi-
can chairman Chris Marston ac-
knowledged that Hughes should
have registered her car in Virginia
sooner, and that she should have in-
formed Maryland that she was no
longer eligible for the homestead
exemption. Yet he said he was confi-
dent that the charges against Hughes
would be dismissed as partisan-in-
spired smear campaign.

“This whole thing is silly,” said Marston.
“There are members of Congress who have filed
homestead exemptions in the District of Colum-
bia, and they’re still serving.”

A NATIVE OF Memphis, Tenn., Hughes has
rented an apartment on Yoakum Parkway since
April 2008. City records show that she regis-
tered to vote in Alexandria the following
month while she still owns a home in Balti-
more. Maryland property tax records indicate
that her Baltimore house is listed as “princi-
pal residence” on the real-property tax levy
from July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009. The seem-
ing conflict between her voter’s registration
and the principal residence listing is at the core
of the legal argument being made against
Hughes.

“While the longstanding Virginia case law
makes the issue of residency for the purposes
of voting or running for office largely a matter
of intent, that intention is determined by ref-
erence to a candidate’s or voter’s actions,” wrote
Hebert in the June 12 letter representing the
three Democratic campaign contributors. “Ms.
Hughes did not exhibit an intention to reside
in Virginia when she failed to register her car
in Virginia or obtain a Virginia driver’s license,
as Virginia law requires of a new Virginia resi-
dent.”

Hebert concludes his letter by requesting that
the registrar, city attorney and commonwealth’s
attorney conduct additional investigation into
all of the relevant facts and circumstances in
the case. Meanwhile, he suggests, if such a re-
view cannot be completed before the sched-
uled June 1 installation ceremony, Hughes’
swearing-in should be postponed until a final
determination is made. Considering the num-
ber of appeals that could emerge in the upcom-
ing court proceedings, the likelihood of a final
determination being made in the next two
weeks seems unlikely.

“If Alicia Hughes was not qualified to run,
then these issues should have been raised dur-
ing the campaign and before the election had
been certified,” said Matt Tallmer, a Hughes
supporter. “To me, this whole thing smacks of
sour grapes and vengeance.”

Alicia Hughes

Councilwoman-Elect Challenged

“Right now there’s a cloud over
Alicia Hughes. I would think

she would welcome an
opportunity to clear the air of

all the charges against her.”
— Ronald Rigby
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Old Town $1,850,000

Classic Architecture
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370 North Asaph Street
Free-Standing with Parking

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

www.diannhicks.com

See Obituary,  Page 22

Homer A. Walkup
Homer A. Walkup, a lawyer who

practiced law in West Virginia and
later was a JAG officer for the US
Navy, died on June 12, 2009 of
cancer at the National Naval Medi-
cal Center in Bethesda, Md. He
was a resident of Alexandria since
1942.

Captain Walkup is survived by
his sons, H. Allen Walkup and
Randolph M. Walkup and his
daughter, Pamela S. Walkup, two
stepchildren, two grandsons, three
step granddaughters, a step grand-
son, a great-granddaughter, a
great grandson, and a number of

Obituary

John Thomas
White, II

John Thomas “Jack” White, II,
84, a longtime senior congres-
sional aide, died June 7, 2009 in
the early morning hours at his
home in Alexandria.

He had congestive heart failure.
Mr. White was born in New Or-

leans and grew up in Baltimore,
Port Townsend, Wash., Norfolk,
Va., and Staten Island, N.Y., trav-
eling around the country with his
father, Dr. Harry F. White, a physi-
cian in the United States Public

News

step great and great-great grand-
children.

Services will be held at Goodwin
House, 4800 Fillmore Ave., Alex-
andria at 3 p.m. on Saturday, June
20, 2009. Military services will be
held at the Old Post Chapel, Ft.
Myer, Va., on Thursday, Sept. 24,
2009 at 1 p.m., with interment to
follow in Arlington National Cem-
etery.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to Westminster Pres-
byterian Church, 2701 Cameron
Mills Road, Alexandria, VA 22302
or Goodwin House Foundation,
4800 Fillmore Ave., Alexandria,
VA 22311.

From Page 4

Porter To Leave School System
class for four years. When he came back to Alexan-
dria he took a position teaching American history
and Virginia history position at Parker Gray Middle
School.

“For me personally, he helped me get through some
very difficult time in my life with some dysfunctional
family issues,” said Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, who was
in Porter’s seventh-grade class at Parker Gray. “After
he started the crisis resource center, I would get
kicked out of class just so I could hang out with him.”

Porter eventually became an assistant principal in
charge of student welfare at Hammond, then ac-
cepted a job as principal at Ramsay Elementary

School and then Adams Middle School. In 1979, he
arrived at T.C. Williams High School as assistant prin-
cipal for curriculum and instruction — ultimately
taking the top job when former Principal Robert
Haney took an administrative job in the central of-
fice in 1984. Since joining the administration in 2006,
Porter has often served as a voice of institutional
memory in the administration.

“John has become my go-to person for community
involvement, planning, operations, school division
history, sensitive personnel issues, weather, closings
of schools, local eateries and general balance and
perspective,” said Superintendent Morton Sherman
in a written statement. “I will greatly miss his daily
counsel, love of students and professionalism.”
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Power Grab
To the Editor:

On Saturday, June 13, the all-
Democratic Alexandria City Coun-
cil executed a blatant political
power grab in shifting the date of
city elections from the traditional
month of May to November. Be-
hind all the glib rhetoric about
greater voter participation and less
cost to the city, the hard fact is that
this council, perhaps unnerved by
the defeat of  two of its colleagues
last month by a Republican and a
conservative Independent, swore

“never again.”
Changing the date,

despite recommenda-
tions not to do so by

the latest bi-partisan task force it
appointed, as well as the League
of Women Voters (hardly a Repub-
lican-leaning organization), and
many other civic groups, was a
clear slap at the oft-voiced concept
of “citizen participation.”

Stripped of its “good govern-
ment” facade, the Council’s action
is designed to ensure that, with a
much larger turnout in November,
voters in this heavily Democratic
city, concentrating on the top of
the ticket,  will simply vote the
Democratic sample ballot as they
enter the polls.

If the City Council truly meant
all the high-flown rhetoric that
Members expressed during
Saturday’s session, they would
have deferred the issue to the next
council. There was no need to ram
it through two weeks before the
new council takes office. This truly
was a City Hall Putsch.

Jerry Lipson
Alexandria

Council’s June
Surprise
To the Editor:

Whether you agree or disagree
with Council’s decision to move
the local elections from May to
November, Mayor Euille and
Councilman Krupicka successfully
misled the public in order to im-
pose their will on Alexandria.

Months ago, Euille and Krupicka
agreed that Council would post-
pone discussion of a referendum
on the issue. Throughout the lead
up to the election, everyone pay-
ing attention thought that in June
this Council would consider
whether to have a referendum and
the wording of the referendum.
This was noncontroversial, as so
little was at stake — just the tim-
ing and wording of a nonbinding
referendum. Plus, the next Coun-
cil, duly elected, always could
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F
ollowing the annual Philanthropy
Awards Breakfast last month, volun-
teers fanned out over the city perform-
ing services as part of the “Spring for

Alexandria” program. Gardens were planted,
walkways repaired, storage rooms inventoried
and reorganized, newsletters were folded and
mailed, a graveyard was cleared of weeds and
debris. At 2 p.m. all the volunteers returned to
Market Square for a lunch and thank-you from
the City and the Volunteer Alexandria.

‘Spring for
Alexandria’

Community Services Board staff Judy
Carter and Deborah Warren sort out the
inventory in a storeroom at the Carpen-
ter Shelter.

Lori Caumeil of SunTrust
plants flowers in the front
yard at Guest House.

Parent Leadership
Training Institute
participant Tahseena
Hamid pulls weeds in
front of the Animal
Shelter.

Letter

Team captain Mike Mackey directs a
group of volunteers at the Salvation
Army.

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet
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tackle anew the referendum approach.
Immediately after the election, Euille and

Krupicka jettisoned the idea of a referen-
dum and sprung their surprise on Alexan-
dria. Councilman Wilson, with the full sup-
port of Euille and Krupicka, introduced an
ordinance to move the election to Novem-
ber. Soon, two more Council members,
Lovain and Smedberg, announced that they
supported the Euille/Krupicka initiative
(making approval a done deal, thereby suc-
cessfully depressing turnout at the public
hearing, which became a meaningless for-
mality). And so, during their lame duck ses-
sion on June 13, Council voted 5 - 2 to move
the local elections to November (Pepper and
Gaines voting nay).

Act One: Mayor Euille and his colleagues
avoid the issue prior to the May election by
focusing on a referendum, thus making sure
that this very controversial and divisive is-
sue did not dominate the lead up to the May
election. Act Two: The May election, and
two Democratic incumbents are defeated.
Act Three: After the election, Euille and
Krupicka scrap the referendum concept and
announce that during the lame duck ses-
sion of Council they will seek passage of an
ordinance moving the local elections to
November. Act Four: The lame duck Coun-
cil — with the two defeated Democratic in-
cumbents voting for the change — moves
the local election to November.

And remember, state law prevents the
new Council from undoing this change.

Euille and Krupicka executed a strategy
to take the issue off the table during the
run up to the May election. During the cam-
paign, only a referendum was on the table.
There was not even a hint that the lame
duck Council would enact an ordinance to
move the election date. Immediately after
the election, however, Euille and Krupicka
rushed to pass the ordinance. If Republi-
cans in Congress pulled a stunt like this,
enraged and furious local Democrats would
not hesitate to call it an abuse of power.
What should we call it when the Democratic
Mayor of Alexandria and his Democratic
colleagues on Council do this?

Tom Parry
Alexandria

A Bright
Future
To the Editor:

As the ’08-’09 school year comes to a
close, it is clear there is nothing but good
news coming out of TC Williams these days
as we prepare for all the ’09-’10 school year
has to offer.

If we can assume the hard-working young
men comprising the Titans football team are
a microcosm of the entire TCW experience,
we can see that dedication, responsibility,
accountability, team work and pride have
finally arrived team-wide and school-wide.
A new order of gentlemanly conduct in a
shared learning experience has taken over.
Backstabbing, griping, excuses and lack of
effort are no longer tolerated in the locker-
room nor on the sidelines. The veterans

have blown off the “me first” attitude and
make the effort to teach their backups even
if it may cost them a starting position. At
McDonalds on Saturday a rising senior was
overheard politely admonishing a younger
teammate while simply commenting “Hey
man, watch your mouth. Don’t cuss with a
TC shirt on.”

The days of no-accountability acceptance
of 0-10 seasons are gone. The young men
of TCW demand more and look forward to
welcoming the Community of Alexandria
to jump on their “Titan Express to Success.”

No one had ever heard of 7 on 7 compe-
titions two years ago at TCW. My how times
have changed. The 2009 Titans football
team has taken on an attitude of letting their
actions speak so loudly that you can hardly
hear what they are saying.

This team’s dedication and preparation
is speaking volumes and they are truly
building a solid foundation for quite a fu-
ture. Comments like these are often spo-
ken about every team before any season
when everyone is 0-0. This time it is differ-
ent. This team is creating a winning atti-
tude and has proof that hard work is re-
warded. This team understands there is no
virtue without the smell of sweat.

Three weeks ago they came in first place
at the Falls Church 7 on 7 competition. This
event had 12 high schools invited from
around Northern Virginia and included pe-
rennial powers like Oakton High School.

This last weekend the TCW team was
entered in the statewide University of Rich-
mond 7 on 7 shootout. Twenty-five Virginia
high schools were represented. All of the
parents and coaches were so proud of
TCW’s efforts. However, most of the ’09 ti-
tans team was disheartened because they
“only tied” for first place when the day’s
results were completed. Now that is a huge
change.

This Saturday the team is bound for
Charlottesville to compete in UVA’s state-
wide tournament. What is gratifying to see
is this team looks forward to competing.
There is no propped up swagger as they
prepare for their next event. They just have
confidence in their teammates and them-
selves that sustained effort and hard work
will payoff as they prepare for this fall.

The following Saturday the team is
headed to Pitt for 7 on 7s. Even if Alexan-
dria does not, bastions of football in the East
have taken note of the change in the de-
meanor and properly view TCW as a rising
contender. Any doubters remaining should
note how highly the University of Pittsburgh
program views the City of Alexandria’s pro-
gram. Pitt invited four teams to arrive a day
early for an evening of special competition.
The four teams invited are the reigning state
champion of Pennsylvania, the reigning
state champions of Ohio, the reigning state
champions of Maryland and our very own
TC Titans.

Other colleges have taken notice of the
change and managed to find their way back
to the halls of TCW. Combining a great
group of coaches, the caliber of players now
being developed and Coach Randolph’s net-
working skill set, over 40 college football
programs have come to visit TCW this year
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HOORAY FOR BOOKS!
1ST BIRTHDAY PARTY!

Saturday, June 20th 10 am – 6 pm

10:30 am & 1:30 pm:
Fran Slayton, WHEN THE WHISTLE BLOWS
(with model steam train salute from Whistle Stop Hobbies)

11:30 am:
Birthday storytime with WINNIE THE POOH

12:30 pm:
Kristin Levine, THE BEST BAD LUCK I EVER HAD

Balloons! Face Painting! Raffles! Other special guests!

703-548-4092
1555 King St,

Alexandria, VA 22314
www.hooray4books.com

45OFF
Any Complete

Refinishing Project$
SPRING’S COMING! America’s preferred refinisher

since 1979!

Don’t Replace It -

Refinish it!

Completely restore your

BATHTUBS
WALL TILES OR COUNTERTOPS

to just like new for up to 75% less than replacing!

Miracle Method®

SURFACE RESTORATION

www.MiracleMethod.com

Offer good through June 30, 2009 Call today for a free estimate.

703-738-4801

$2 off for a foursome
with this coupon

Expires 8/31/2009

$1 off a Jumbo Bucket
with this coupon

Expires 8/31/2009

11801 Leesburg Pike,
Herndon, VA

•Softball/Baseball Batting Cages
•Bermuda Grass Tees

•Lessons by PGA Professionals

703•430•8337
www.woodysgolf.com

Owned & Operated by
Woody Fitzhugh

 Former PGA TOUR player

From Page 1

Schools

“The eight cases that are confirmed do not reflect
all the flu cases across the city,” said Dr. Lisa
Kaplowitz, health director of the Alexandria Health
Department. “We were testing only for epidemiologi-
cal purposes, not diagnostic purposes.” The city is
now testing only those whose symptoms are severe
enough to require hospitalization or for clusters of
people who have flu-like symptoms in order to track
the spreading of the disease.

The school system is also practicing vigilance. “We
are closely monitoring the situation and we are keep-
ing track of any clusters of flu-like illness,” said Amy
Carlini, ACPS executive director of communications.
The health department has not deemed any school
closings necessary and does not recommend closing
schools unless so many students and staff are out
sick that the school cannot function normally. The
health department has not advised any additional
cleaning aside from the standard daily cleaning of
schools. H1N1 is an airborne disease and only can
survive on surfaces for two to eight hours. Once a
person has been exposed, the disease has an incuba-
tion period of one to four days, if people have been
exposed and are not symptomatic after four days,
they are not infected.

STANDARD ACPS guidelines are to send students
with fevers or flu symptoms to their homes. Carlini
stresses one major change that ACPS has made in
light of the cases of H1N1, “Any student with flu-like
illness whether it is confirmed H1N1 or not ... they
need to stay home for seven days. Even if they start
feeling better after three days, they need to stay home

for the full seven days.” Also, parents are being asked
to report their children’s absences and any symptoms
of illness to the school, so that the schools can keep
informed.

If students do come to school with flu-like symp-
toms, they will be sent home. Ill students who are
waiting for their parents might be isolated from other
students or given a surgical mask, which all school
nurses are provided with, to prevent them from
spreading the virus to other students. It is up to the
school nurses to determine if a mask or isolation is
appropriate. “It’s great that each school has a school
nurse,” said Kaplowitz.

The swine flu is not that different from the sea-
sonal flu that comes every year. The major differ-
ence is that there is no H1N1 vaccine, although U.S.
researchers are working on developing one. Still,
“The severity of H1N1 is the same as we see with
seasonal influenza,” said Kaplowitz. Although people
have died from H1N1, approximately 36,000 people
die per year from the seasonal flu. While the swine
flu has seen far more press and panic than the sea-
sonal flu, the precautions are the same as ever: Wash
hands, stay away from people who are sick, cover
coughs and sneezes, and stay home seven days if
sick.

Residents are remaining calm about the swine flu
cases as well. “I think we all need to be careful ...
look out for symptoms. I don’t spend nights awake
worrying though,” said Joyce Wagner, an elemen-
tary school parent. “I would still send my child [to
school if there were swine flu cases in the school],
because I know they care about what’s best for the
students.”

Schools Respond to Swine Flu

to your community
703-917-6464

with Recruitment Advertising in
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The final sentence was 13 years
and seven years of probation, but
a significant amount might be sus-
pended based on the prisoner’s
behavior in jail. A minimum of
three years in prison is required
for the use of a firearm in a felony.

According to the 2008 Annual
Report of the Virginia Criminal
Sentencing guidelines, Alexandria
courts are most likely to go below
the guidelines — known as a high
“mitigation rate.” Mitigation rate
refers to the percentage of total
sentences ruled below the state
recommendations. Alexandria also
has the highest mitigation rate for
seven out of 15 crime categories,
including burglary, fraud and rob-
bery.

“My view is that sometimes
people need a lot of extra help,”
said Kemler.

She said that it is important to
look at cases individually because
the guidelines may not be relevant
sometimes. For example, a repeat
offense causes the guidelines to be
much higher, even if the first crime
was done 25 years ago and the
defendant has maintained good
behavior. In such cases, the judge
may choose to disregard the repeat
offense.

Rick Kern, staff director for the
Virginia Criminal Sentencing Com-
mission, said that “intermediate
punishment programs” are the
main reason for the high leniency.
He described them as midway be-
tween probation and jail. Since
compliance with the guidelines is

voluntary, judges may choose
these programs when they feel
they would be more useful.

THIS INCLUDES alternate pro-
grams in which the judges choose
to lower — or even eliminate — a
sentence if the defendant com-
pletes an educational program.
Alexandria has a network of pub-
lic and private programs, includ-
ing in-jail programs or classes, like
the Sober Living Unit, for help
with substance abuse, mental ill-
ness, and other problems that
might be the root of the crime.

Arlington, Fairfax and Prince
William, all had mitigation rates
below the state average, at 5.1
percent, 8.8 percent, 8.7 percent
respectively. These are the percent-
ages of the total sentences passed
that are lower than the guidelines.
The Virginia state average is 10.3
percent but Alexandria exceeds all
these figures at 18 percent.

“Alexandria is fortunate
compared to a lot of other ju-
risdictions in Virginia,” said
Jim Clark, dean of the crimi-
nal defense bar. “Judges feel
it is appropriate to utilize [the
alternate programs]” to favor
the suspect and the commu-
nity.

He also explained that as Alex-
andria has the second lowest case
load in the state, “there’s a will-
ingness [here] to look at individu-
alized cases.”

“They don’t just punish behav-
ior,” said Melinda Douglas, the
city’s public defender, concerning
alternate sentencing programs.
“They change conduct.”

Douglas called the jailing pro-
cess a “revolving door” that doesn’t
resolve the problem behind a
crime. She added that the condi-
tions of some inmates even be-
come worse if they are “ware-
housed in a jail,” especially those

with mental conditions. Alternate
sentencing helps “break the cycle.”

“Several clients come to mind
right away,” said Douglas, “with a
history of repeated petty crimes”
who stayed out of trouble for a sig-
nificant amount of time when
placed in appropriate programs.

Alternate programs are also a
way to keep the inmates, espe-
cially the youth, within the com-
munity, allowing them regular vis-
its from families and sometimes
even letting them keep their jobs.

She said that Alexandria is out
of line with other jurisdictions in
the state because they differ in
resources and the availability of

Alexandria Courts: Most Lenient Sentences in State
funding for these programs. In
other places, judges may not have
another choice but to incarcerate
people.

RANDOLPH SENGEL,  the
commonwealth’s attorney for Al-
exandria, had a different view.
While addressing the underlying
causes is important, he said,
“prosecutors and crime victims
are often frustrated by … the ex-
clusion of any really meaningful
punishment. If real accountabil-
ity is to be achieved, I think there
is certainly room for more bal-
ance.”

Sengel explained that in
certain robbery or felony
cases, the underlying reason
for the crime may be a sub-
stance abuse problem and the
judges might feel responsible
to address that. However,
sometimes the sentence may
come out to be just probation.

“There needs to be some pun-
ishment attached to it as well,”
said Sengel.

Some lawyers cite the availabil-
ity of good resources as a cause
for the high leniency. “Frankly,
that’s probably not the reason,”
said Sengel. “Other neighboring
jurisdictions in the area like Ar-
lington and Fairfax are pretty even
in resources.”

The guidelines are based on av-
erage case outcomes and compli-
ance is voluntary. Over time, if dis-
tricts continue to judge leniently,
Sengel fears, the guidelines them-
selves could shift lower than they
currently are.

Fans of Gaming, Tolkien Set Out To Make Fan Film
enjoy and that you know about,” Mathias

said.
He and Newcomb met in 2004 in a dif-

ferent sort of fellowship — the Fellowship
of Christian Filmmakers, which Newcomb
founded through McLean Bible Church and
which Mathias joined as one of the first
members of the steering committee.

Last May, the two struck out on their own
to create Opening Act Productions, with
“The Fellowship” already in mind. They co-
wrote the script, and a friend living in north-
ern California, Christopher Bunn, helped
them with a rewrite.

They brought on McClung to handle the
business end of the operation. McClung said
he needed no convincing. “I know these
guys, so I know the attitude of these guys
and the way they do things. They’re the kind
of people who will not let anything fail,” he
said, adding that he too was a gamer and
Tolkien fan.

THE GROUP BEGAN by soliciting invest-
ments from friends, family and other ac-

quaintances, Mathias said. As people be-
came attached to the project, they brought
others on board. Now, he and his colleagues
were seeking out prospective investors,
armed with business plans and financial
projections. Mathias said they were near-
ing their target budget of almost $100,000.

He said the movie had a broad niche to
tap into, noting that the online game “World
of Warcraft” has 11 million subscribers,
while legions of “Lord of the Rings” fans
are eager for anything connected to the se-
ries.

By carefully targeting a specific fan base,
a movie can appeal to a larger audience,
Newcomb said, invoking the movie’s
tagline, “There’s a little bit of geek and hero
in all of us.”

In the film, the leader of the band of teen-
agers has been framed and has the evidence
of his innocence on a flash drive, which,
like the One Ring, must be protected at all
costs, Mathias said. On their journey, the
teens arrive at a truck stop that reflects the
crossroads town of Bree, a stopping place
for travelers of Middle Earth. Later, they

encounter a hippie commune loosely resem-
bling the Elven kingdom of Rivendell. A
shadowy, motorcycle-riding pursuer evokes
the evil Nazgul of Tolkein’s saga. And no
reworking of the “Lord of the Rings” would
be complete without a creepy, Gollum-like
character.

“There are a lot of little nods the true fans
will find kind of funny,” Mathias said, not-
ing that the character of Tom Bombadil, left
out of the movies to the chagrin of some
fans, enjoys a reincarnation in “The Fellow-
ship.”

He stressed that the film, while a com-
edy, was more homage than parody.

Mathias said the group hoped to release
the movie in 2010 or 2011, noting that two
“Hobbit” films are to be released in 2011
and 2012. “We would love to come out
hopefully right before the first film comes
out,” he said, wanting the movie to serve

as an appetizer for eager fans.
He said the group would talk to distribu-

tors about showing the film and would take
it to film festivals. Should that not work,
he said, they would sell copies themselves
at conventions. “That’ll be a bit of work if it
goes down that way, but we want to get
our money back and our investors’ money.”

THE FIRST CASTING call was on Satur-
day in Arlington, to be followed by two
more on June 18 and 30. The cast will con-
sist of local actors. Mathias said the crew is
currently scouting for shooting locations, all
of which will be in Northern Virginia and
southern Maryland.

Newcomb pointed out that the lagging
economy had brought down the costs of
production. “I can pull off a bigger-budget
film on a lower budget,” he said. It is not
the first time Newcomb has seized an op-
portunity in unlikely circumstances. He
made use of his position at McLean Bible
Church to offer filmmaking workshops in
an attempt to revitalize the local film com-
munity.

“Alexandria is fortunate
compared to a lot of other
jurisdictions in Virginia.”

— Jim Clark

More
To learn more about “The Fellowship” or to find

casting calls, visit www.thefellowshipmovie.com.
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Waterfront Festival Is Back
Annual Alexandria
Red Cross Waterfront
Festival will attract
crowds to Oronoco
Bay Park.

T
he Alexandria Red Cross Waterfront
Festival, a tradition in Alexandria
for the last 28 years, returns this

weekend to Oronoco Bay Park. Citizens and
tourists have come to enjoy food, crafts, tours,
and entertainment, all while supporting the
American Red Cross.

The festival will begin with the Eisenhower
Avenue 5K/10K Road Race on Saturday morn-
ing, June 20. The festival gates will open at
10 a.m. and the musical acts will begin soon
at 11:30 a.m. with children’s hip-hop from
Agent 23 Skidoo. Youngsters can also visit the
Children’s Harbor Tent in the center of the
festival to play free games and do crafts, in-
cluding making Father’s Day cards.

For the fathers and the rest of the adult
crowd, there will be a selection of wines as
well as beer in the Wine Garden. The festival
also includes several activities for the entire
family, such as carnival rides, games, shop-
ping, and a tour of the Gazela Primeiro, a
Portuguese tall ship, and musical entertain-
ment. Interactive exhibits, such as a baseball
exhibit sponsored by Allstate, will also be
open.

For the first time, the festival will have a
free section by Robinson Terminal. The free
activities will include the Fannie Mae Dog
Zone, with pet safety demonstrations and a
dog show. In addition, the free section will
have performances on the new community
stage, so even people who do not have the
extra cash will still be able to enjoy some of
the festivities.

Waterfront Festival Music Schedule
SATURDAY
❖ 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Agent 23 Skidoo (hip-hop for children)
❖ 12:50-1:50 p.m.: Chelsea Lee (17-year-old acoustic pop and folk singer)
❖ 2:05-3:05 p.m.: Luke Brindley (acoustic folk/rock singer)
❖ 3:20-4:20 p.m.: Crash Boom Bang (punk rock band)
❖ 4:35-5:50 p.m.: Shane Hines and the Trance (acoustic Indie rock)
❖ 6:10-7:25 p.m.: Virginia Coalition (Native Alexandrian rock band)
❖ 7:40-8:55 p.m.: Stephen Kellogg and the Sixers (rock band)
❖ 9:10-10:40 p.m.: Pat McGee Band (acoustic Indie rock)
❖ Fireworks

SUNDAY
❖ 12-12:50 p.m.: Rocknoceros (music for children)
❖ 1:10-2:10 p.m.: The Grandsons (blues rock band)
❖ 2:25-3:25 p.m.: Bill Kirchen and Too Much Fun (country rock band)
❖ 3:45-5 p.m.: Ivan Neville’s Dumpstaphunk (multi-genre)

Contributed photos

Festival-goers may tour the Gazela
Primeiro, a Portuguese tall ship.

The stage will offer such musical performers as Luke Brindley, Pat
McGee Band and Rocknoceros.

On Saturday the
festival will be
open from 10 a.m.
until 11p.m., cul-
minating with the
fireworks show.
On Sunday,
Father’s Day, the
festival will be
open from 11a.m.
until 5 p.m.  Tick-
ets at the gate are
$15 for adults,
with up to two
children under 12
getting in for free
with each paying
adult. Additional child’s tickets are $5. The
proceeds benefit the Alexandria Red Cross’
community relief services and safety educa-

tion programs. This year’s fund-raising goal
is $100,000.

— Erica Kicak-Vanderhoeven

Playing to the Beat
‘60s music
influenced Sock
Monkeys Band.

tended Bishop Ireton together. Bul-
lock, Robanos, Schneider and
Rodgers were students at Edison
High School, but graduated in dif-
ferent years. Powers is originally
from the Tidewater area of Virginia
and attended high school there too.

MEUSHAW, a professional blue-
grass player, recently joined the
band in 2007. He played bass for
the band Rainbow Special for 10
years. “The joy of seeing people have
a good time and that you’re playing
songs we grew up with and love is
the best part,” Meushaw said.

Bullock and Rodgers started The
Sock Monkeys in 1999. They had
decided to form a band when they
ran into each other after a number
of years had passed. When it came
to deciding on a name, “The name
Sock Monkey came to mind. One
thought connects to another. I visu-
alized a sock monkey that I once had
as a child. It struck me as comical. I

thought it would be a good name
for a band,” said Rodgers.

Their sound and music tries to
replicate the musicians that they
grew up loving during a period char-
acterized by many political events
and social protests. “The inspiration
of music came from Vietnam. It was
a period of awakened social con-
science,” said Bullock. The Beatles,
Stones, Motown, Dick Dale, The
Safaris, Bob Dylan, Jimi Hendrix,
Muddy Waters, Hark Williams are
the musicians who have deeply in-
fluenced them. The style is an inte-
gration of ‘60s music, British Inva-
sion, soul, Motown, Stax, Memphis
and Detroit.

Each band member had their in-
terest in music influenced by vari-
ous sources. Ron Schneider found
that his high school symphonic band
teacher played a major influence
with keeping his interest in music.
‘’He was a good influence on us and
he inspired us. The symphonic band

was excellent and we competed
within the area. We went to Win-
chester for the Apple Festival and
Williamsburg for other events. It
was a good organization. Because
of it, I stayed interested in music.
My favorite musician is Leslie West.”

Playing in a band requires a ma-
jor time commitment. All of the

members juggle work, family and
other obligations. It is a balancing
act. “We’re all very good time man-
agers and we have family support.
Without this, it wouldn’t work,” said
Bullock.

 The Sock Monkeys will be play-
ing on Friday, June 19 at Grist Mill
Park at 7:30 p.m.

The Sock Monkeys (from left to right) include Ron
Rodgers, Roger Bullock, Art Meushaw, Tim Hamer and
Ron Schneider.

By Kristen McCarthy

Gazette

T
he Sock Monkeys, a local band,
are playing at Grist Mill Park,

4710 Mt. Vernon Memorial High-
way, on Friday, June 19. The group
is a classic rock band that formed in
1999 with an eclectic influence from
various artists.

The band consists of seven mem-
bers; six grew up in the Alexandria
area. The band’s lineup includes: Art
Meushaw, keyboards; Tim Hamer,
vocalist; Ron Schneider, drums; Tom
Powers, vocalist; Roger Bullock,
bass; Ron Rodgers, lead guitarist;
and Mike Robanos, who is the sound
engineer. Hamer and Meushaw at-
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Theatre

Abe Gets Into the Act
What if President
Lincoln wrote a
congressman’s
speeches?

Peter Finnegan (Francis)

By Brad Hathaway

The Connection

P
eter Finnegan gives a
memorable performance
as a psychiatric outpatient

who begins to believe he’s
Abraham Lincoln in the Keegan
Theatre’s area premiere of John
Strand’s interesting new play
“Lincolnesque,” which is playing
at the Theatre on the Run on South
Four Mile Run Drive through June
28.

FINNEGAN’S CHARACTER is
the brother of a Capitol Hill
speechwriter who faces probable
unemployment due to the poor
performance of his boss in the
polls. Michael Innocenti plays that
brother who is having great diffi-
culty coping with problems in all
three aspects of his life: his pro-
fession, his family and his practi-
cally non-existent love life.
Innocenti projects the increasing
desperation of the character with
a fine mixture of drama and hu-
mor in this comedy that raises se-
rious issues.

“Lincolnesque” deals with those
issues while it raises greater ques-
tions about how the modern body
politic might respond to the gen-
erous spirit and resolute adher-
ence to principle that history tells
us marked the presidency of Mr.
Lincoln.

What happens when the
speechwriter lifts material from
Lincoln? Well, for one thing, the
congressman’s standing in the
polls goes up and so does the com-
plexity of the speechwriter’s life.

Lincoln was arguably the most
eloquent of our former Presidents.
John Strand’s script samples some
of his better known lines includ-
ing the incredibly precise “As I
would not be a slave, so I would
not be a master,” and the immor-
tal final words of his second inau-
gural, ”With malice toward none,
with charity for all, with firmness
in the right as God gives us to see
the right, let us strive on to finish
the work we are in, to bind up the
nation’s wounds, to care for him
who shall have borne the battle
and for his widow and his orphan,
to do all which may achieve and
cherish a just and lasting peace
among ourselves and with all na-
tions.”

Strand has the characters
struggle to understand some of
these words. He even includes a
scene in which they seem inca-
pable of comprehending the
simple “The dogmas of the quiet
past are inadequate to the stormy
present.” (“What the heck is a
dogma?” they ask.)

But they struggle more with
their personal problems than with
the bigger issues of the nation. The
speechwriter has to cope with a
hard-charging chief of staff, played
by Susan Marie Rhea with a hard
exterior but more than a hint of
insecurity. After the speech writer
delivers one speech lifting points
from his brother’s ramblings as
Lincoln, she wants more of the
same and isn’t above taking him
to bed to increase the chances of
getting it. Imagine her disappoint-
ment when she finds out just
where the Lincolnisms are coming
from. (“I slept with the wrong
brother,” she exclaims.)

ADDED TO THIS TRIO of
Finnegan, Innocenti and Rhea are
two characters portrayed by the
same actor, the versatile Stan
Shulman. At times he’s a homeless

man that “Lincoln” mistakes as
“his secretary of war” Edwin
Stanton, and at others he is a
wealthy kingmaker enchanted by
the views of this modern-day
“Great Emancipator.”

Strand, who has many credits
local theatergoers will recognize,
including “Otabenga,” “The Dia-
ries,” “Lorenzaccio” and the book
for the musical “The Highest Yel-
low,” which premiered at Signa-
ture Theatre, structures this two-
act comedy/drama solidly so the
plot is clearly delivered and the
philosophical ruminations don’t
interrupt the flow. That leaves you
free to enjoy the show as it plays
out and then you can go out for
coffee and discuss what you think
would happen if the spirit of Lin-
coln operated in contemporary
affairs.

Where and When
The Keegan Theatre’s production of

“Lincolnesque” continues through June
128 at Arlington’s Theatre on the Run,
3700 South Four Mile Run Drive. Perfor-
mances are Thursday – Saturday at 8
p.m. and Sunday at 3 p. m. Tickets are
$20 - $25. Call 703-892-0202 or log on
to www.keegantheatre.com.
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Me & My Dad

Daryl Mull of Alexandria enjoys a June
camping trip in West Virginia with son,
Brady (2) and daughter, Mary Kate (5).

Pictured are Marcelino Galvan with his
children, Evie and Frankie, playing in the
snow in February 2009.

The Alexandria Gazette Packet invited readers to submit
photos for this Father’s Day gallery.

Chris Rosello and daughter Fiona of Old
Town Alexandria on May 2, 2009, when
Fiona was just about 5 months old. This
was a party before her baptism that
evening at Our Lady Queen of Peace in
Arlington.

Father and
daughter
Adam and
Isabella
Roca, age 1,
of Stratford
Landing on
their first
beach trip in
Miami, which
coincided
with daddy’s
birthday.

William (Billy)
Cole McKnight
with his proud
Daddy, Bill
McKnight of
Alexandria,
meeting for
the first time
at Alexandria
INOVA Hospi-
tal.

Jay Jupiter of Woodlawn with his daughter Karen and
grandsons Aaron and Eli.

Monroe K. Bryant, Jr. (now retired from Alexandria Police
Department) with 4-month old son, Dean, in Alexandria,
early 1964.Chris Krese, along with daughter, Elle, and

son, Chip, enjoy a windy walk out to North
Breakwater Lighthouse in Ludington,
Mich.

Carter Stimson with his father, Tom
Stimson, posing in front of France’s Eiffel
Tower.

First-time
father, Ramon
McMillan gets
his baby son
Zhi ready for
his first church
service at
Alfred Street
Baptist Church.
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Salutes all Dads with a
SPECIAL FATHER’S DAY BUFFET

Royal Restaurant
The

The Royal is where Old Town Dines
since 1904!

734 North Saint Asaph Street

Free Parking

*plus taxes & gratuities.

Sunday Breakfast Buffet 7-11 am
Adult......$11.35* Children under 12....$4.50*

Father’s Day Brunch Special 11 am-3 pm
Adult......$14.50* Children under 12....$7.95*

Most Breakfast Buffet Items on our brunch fare menu.
 Omelette Station, Pulled Pork BBQ,

BBQ Chicken Breast, BBQ Spareribs,
 Oven Browned Potatoes, Fresh Corn,

Cole Slaw, Italian Vegetables, Garden Salad,
Fresh Fruit, Homemade Desserts

Make
DAD

King for
Today!

Please Call for Reservations (703) 548-1616

Calendar

See Calendar,  Page 21

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connection newspapers.com. Pho-
tos and artwork are encouraged. Deadline
is Thursday at noon for the following week’s
paper. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-917-6407
with questions.

ONGOING
The Third Annual Alexandria Film

Festival is soliciting entries from U.S.
and international filmmakers. The
festival will be held Sept. 24–27 at the
George Washington Memorial Masonic
Temple. This year, the Film Festival is
partnering with Withoutabox, the film
industry’s premier online service
platform. To submit your film online,
visit www.withoutabox.com/login/
7816. All entries submitted through
Withoutabox will receive an additional
discount. For more information or to
obtain entry forms and submission
guidelines, visit
www.alexandriafilm.org. Call 703-838-
6348.

THURSDAY/JUNE 18
Silent Auction. 6-9 p.m. To benefit the

Walk to Fight Breast Cancer, at the
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, 625 First
Street, Alexandria.

“The Fine Art of Jazz,” exhibition
opens highlighting the names and faces
synonymous with the Kansas City
tradition of American jazz. At the
Alexandria Black History Museum at
902 Wythe Street. The Alexandria
Black History Museum will host a free
opening reception on June 18 from 6-8
p.m. The reception is open to the
public, but reservations are requested.
Those wishing to attend should call
703-838-4356. The Alexandria Black
History Museum is open Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
and suggested admission is $2. Go to
www.alexblackhistory.org.

Peruvian Concert. 7-9 p.m. Free. By
the acclaimed ensemble Alma
Folclorica del Peru. Lead guitarist Juan
Huarcaya and singers Nancy Carbajal
and Estrellita de Amazonas will join
Adrian Leyva, Gregorio Segura, and
Jaime Milla on guitar, keyboard, and
violin. At Fort Ward Park
Amphitheater, 4301 West Braddock
Road, Alexandria. Call 703-883-4686
or visitºwww.alexandriava.gov/
recreation.)

FRIDAY/JUNE 19
Alexandria Citizens Band. 7:30 p.m.

concert. Jack Dusek, interim
conductor. At Market Square, Old
Towne Alexandria. Call 703-339-6643
or go to www.band.alexandria.va.us.

The Secret History of Juneteenth. 7-
8:30 p.m. The Alexandria Black History
Museum presents an illustrated lecture
by historian C.R. Gibbs on the African
Peoples in Texas. At 902 Wythe Street
in the historic Parker-Gray community.
Visit www.alexblackhistory.org. Call
703-838-4356.

Free Friday Fun! – First Artists’ Trading
Cards Event. 7-9 p.m. At the Del Ray
Artisans Gallery, Nicholas A. Colasanto
Center, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Del Ray Artisans will host
the Artists’ Trading Cards (ATC) event.
Bring your ATCs to trade or just stop
by the gallery and see why ATCs are
being shared all over the globe.
Contact http://
www.thedelrayartisans.org.

SATURDAY/JUNE 20
28th Annual Alexandria Red Cross

Waterfront Festival. 10 a.m. to 10
p.m. $10/advance, $15/at gate. Arts
and crafts; amusement rides and
carnival games; a Children’s Harbor
Tent with free games and activities;
historic tall ship tours; pirates; and
interactive exhibits. Parents and
families can eat a variety of food, enjoy
the wine garden, visit dozens of
vendors and enjoy live music,

including the Pat McGee Band, and
locals including Virginia Coalition and
Stephen Kellogg and the Sixers. An
American Red Cross Pet First Aid
demonstration, a “best in show” dog
contest and a dog refreshment area
(water stations). A community stage
will highlight the local talent with
performances by the Calico Cloggers,
the DC Accidentals, the DC Armor,
Gina Gunn and the Bullets, and more.
At Oronoco Bay Park, Union and
Madison Streets, Alexandria. Visit
www.waterfrontfestival.org or call
703-549-8300.

Juneteenth Alexandria. 3-8 p.m. Free
event. To celebrate black music, dance
and fatherhood in commemoration of
the day in 1865 that slaves in
Galveston, Texas, learned that the war
had ended and they were free. At
Tenants and Workers United, 3801
Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria.

Skatefest 2009. 2-7 p.m. At Wakefield
Skate Park. For ages 5-50. The
preliminary rounds of the skateboard
competitions will be held on Friday,
June 19 at Wakefield Skate Park from
4-7 p.m.  Sponsored participants will
ride along a check pointed route
through the Wakefield Skate Park. A
festival and 4 event Skateboard
Competition will follow. Fund-raiser
for Children’s Hospital National
Medical Center. At 8100 Braddock
Road, Annandale. To sign up for SK8
For A Cause and the Skateboard
Competition, visit
www.skatefestfairfax.com , visit Fairfax
Surf Shop (3936 Old Lee Hwy, Fairfax)
or call 703-425-5400.

Gum Springs Community Day. 1-6
p.m. Fun, food, live entertainment,
health screenings, face painting and
more. At Gum Springs Community
Center, 8100 Fordson Road,
Alexandria.

Living Well in the 18th Century
Workshop. 9:30-3:30 p.m. at
Gunston Hall. Join living historians,
reenactors, and history lovers for a day
focused on dining in the 18th century.
Go to the www.gunstonhall.org for
registration details.  Gunston Hall
Plantation. 10709 Gunston Road,
Mason Neck, Va. 703-550-9220..

First Annual Father’s Day Program.
1:30 p.m.

The 1st Annual Alexandria Father’s Day
Program will be held at Charles
Houston Recreation Center, 901 Wythe
St.  The entire community is invited to
join the Capital Youth Empowerment
Program and Mayor William Euille,
Councilman Ludwig Gaines and Tony
Pierce, Founder of Fathers In Touch
and a host of other guests in
celebrating this free event.  Call Erick
King at 202-321-8704.

The President’s Own. 7:30 p.m.
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall,
NVCC, 3001 north Beauregard St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-845-6156 or
www.schlesingercenter.com.

Waterfront Festival Races. 8 a.m. 5K
and 10K road races. Race day
registration and packet pick up will be
held at the AMC Hoffman Center, 206

Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria from
6:30 a.m.-8:00 a.m. Pre-Registration is
available online. Race registration fees
are $30 for the 5K and $35 for the
10K. At Oronoco Bay Park.

Soldier-Led Walking Tours. 10 a.m.
and 2 p.m. Free. At Fort Ward Park
Museum & Historic Site, 4301 West
Braddock Road. Will introduce visitors
to the history of the Defenses of
Washington, the building and role of
Fort Ward and the troops who were
stationed there during the Civil War.
Call 703-838-4848. Go to
www.fortward.org.

SUNDAY/JUNE 21
28th Annual Alexandria Red Cross

Festival at Oronoco Bay Park, Union
and Madison Streets, Alexandria. 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. Live music, arts and
crafts, visiting ships, children’s events,
and concession stands. Contact 703-
549-8300 or
www.waterfrontfestival.org.

Architecture in the Afternoon
Tours. 2 p.m. Discover the
architecture of George Mason’s home.
This 90-minute tour explores the
mansion’s exterior and interior. At
Gunston Hall Plantation, 10709
Gunston Rd., Mason Neck. Call 703-
550-9220 or http://
www.gunstonhall.org.

Meet George Washington. 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Spend Father’s Day with the
Father of Our Country!  “General
Washington” greets visitors and poses
for photographs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Listen to General Washington as he
discusses his role as husband,
stepfather, and Father of Our Country
at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., and 3 p.m. in the
program “Father to the First Family”.
$15/adults, $7/children. At Mount
Vernon.

1759 Conversations: Establishing
Gunston Hall. 3:30-4:30 p.m. Learn
about the early days of the historic
plantation. Talk with a costumed
interpreter about George Mason’s new
house and how it was built. Gunston
Hall Plantation, 10709 Gunston Rd.,
Mason Neck. 703-550-9220 or http://
www.gunstonhall.org. Included in site
admission: $9, $8 seniors, $5 ages 6 to
18, younger free.

Father’s Day Tours. 1-5 p.m. At
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, Dad can
tour the historic tavern and City Hotel
for free.  Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St. Enjoy tours by junior
Docents. Visit www.gadsbystavern.org
or 703-838-4242 for admission prices.

Apothecary Museum Tours. 1-5 p.m.
Fathers can tour the Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum for
free. The Apothecary Museum is
located at 105-107 South Fairfax
Street. Call 703-838-3852.
Friendship Firehouse Museum
Tours. 1-4 p.m. The Friendship
Firehouse Museum is offering free
tours for fathers on Father’s Day.
Friendship Firehouse is located at 107
South Alfred Street. Open Fridays

Kiln Club
The Kiln Club will be show-

ing its colors with a dazzling
array of pottery this July at the
Torpedo Factory’s Scope Gal-
lery. Flashy colors and
explosions of light have sparked
inspiration as 16 clay artists
shine, displaying a exhibition
and sale of stoneware, raku and
pitfired pieces.  The Kiln Club
show runs June 29 to July 26 -
Monday through Sunday from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., with Thursdays
open until 9 p.m. The gallery is
located at 101 North Union
Street, Studio 19, Alexandria.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org/
galleries/scope.Images of crystalline plate by

Lorraine Colson of Alexandria.
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Aldersgate Methodist Church
1301 Collingwood Road, Alexandria, VA 22309

Performances: Friday & Saturday, June 19 & 20
Sunday, June 14 Matinee 3 p.m.

Summer Specials
 Dover Sole • Bouillabaisse
  Frog Legs • Beef Wellington
    • Coq au Vin

• Soft Shell Crabs
• Cold Salmon Platter

• Chef Specials

127 N. Washington St., Old Town
703-548-4661

Smoke-Free Restaurant
www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

Calendar
From Page 20

through Sundays; call 703-838-3891.

JUNE 23
A Night With the Stars. 7:30-8:30 p.m.

At T.C. Williams High School
Planetarium. Part of The Reasons for
the Seasons: A Walk Across the
Summer Sky.”

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 24
George Washington and Religion.

7:30 p.m.  Mary V. Thompson, the
research historian at Mount Vernon
and recipient of the 2009 Alexandria
History Award, will discuss her new
book “In the Hands of a Good
Providence”:  Religion in the Life of
George Washington. At the Lyceum,
201 South Washington Street in
Alexandra. Go to
www.alexandriahistorical.org or call
703-683-2636.
Pirates in Parrotdise. 6:30-9:30
p.m. Fund-raiser aboard the Cherry
Blossom in Old Town Alexandria.
Tickets $75. An evening of tropical
music, dance, food and drink that
benefits Alexandria’s most vulnerable
children. Hosted by the Advisory
Council of The Fund for Alexandria’s
Child in the City of Alexandria’s
Department of Human Service.
Sponsored by the Washington Area
Parrot Head Club. To preview and bid
on auction items, visit
www.alexandriava.gov/
TheFundForAlexChild.

THURSDAY/JUNE 25
Paying It Forward Day. 11 a.m. to 3

p.m. Free food, free chair massages, a
Red Cross blood drive, entertainment,
face painting, raffles and more to help
raise awareness for Catholic Charities’
Christ House of Alexandria. At 6295
Edsall Road in Alexandria. Call 703-
778-4444.

FRIDAY/JUNE 26
Choralis Sings. 7 p.m. Bach’s Mass in B

Minor, with orchestra. At Schlesinger
Concert Hall and Arts Center, 3001 N.
Beauregard St.,  Northern Virginia
Community College, Alexandria.
Tickets $25-35; students w/ ID - $5;
age 12 and under - free.  Info/tickets:
www.choralis.org or 703-237-2499.

Special Workshop for Teachers.
9:30-11:30 a.m. Archaeologists and
museum educators will present a two-
hour program, “Cactus Hill &
Werowocomoco: Everything You Ever
Needed to Know,” especially for
teachers. At the Lyceum, Alexandria’s
History Museum, at 201 South
Washington Street in Old Town
Alexandria.

SATURDAY/JUNE 27
Del Ray Music Festival. 10 a.m. to 10

p.m. Jazz, blues, swing, folk, country,
Celtic, and rock. The majority of the
musicians that will take the stage are
residents of the neighborhood as well.
The National Capital Area Affiliate of
Guitars Not Guns will be raffling off a
Brazen Fantasy Standard guitar valued
at $750.  On the fields of Mount
Vernon Recreation Center, 2701
Commonwealth Avenue.

Burning Desires. 3-6 p.m. Presented by
Empowered Women International. A
mixed media exhibition and
performing program featuring 11
immigrant, refugee and American-born
women artists, all graduates of EWI’s
Art Entrepreneur Training for Success.
Stained glass Silk, Handmade silk
paper. At Convergence Gallery, 1801
N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria. From
June 4 through July 30.

Benefit Shopping Night. 7-9 p.m.
Twenty percent of the sales will go to
the Presbytery of Eastern Virginia’s
children’s feeding program in Kinshasa,
Democratic Republic of the Congo. At
Ten Thousand Villages, 915 King
Street, Old Town Alexandria. Call 703-

684-1435.
Huntington Community Festival.

Noon to 6 p.m. Free. Children’s rides,
games, vendors, giveaways, food and
live entertainment. Live Performances
from Pasaporte Latino, Watusi, Spice
Hayes, O.U.O. (Of Unknown Origin),
Blacksun, The Alan Palmer Group,
Black L.I.O.N., B the B-Boy, Vocalz,
Maryae, Mike the Ripper, Von (V for
Vendetta Mix Tape), Disorderly
Conduct Band, DJ Misterman, plus
more to be announced. Contact 703-
960-1917, TTY 711. At Huntington
Community Center, 5751 Liberty
Drive, Alexandria.

Community Yard Sale. 7 a.m.-2 p.m.
at Anthony T. Lane Elementary School,
7137 Beulah St. Hosted by the
Alexandria Jaycees. Free. Visit
www.alexjaycees.org for more.

Del Ray Music Festival. 10 a.m. to 10
p.m. Jazz, blues, swing, folk, country,
Celtic, and rock. The majority of the
musicians that will take the stage are
residents of the neighborhood as well.
The National Capital Area Affiliate of
Guitars Not Guns will be raffling off a
Brazen Fantasy Standard guitar valued
at $750.  On the fields of Mount
Vernon Recreation Center, 2701
Commonwealth Avenue.

Volunteer Training. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Volunteers wanted at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum. At 134 North Royal Street.
Contact Michele Longo at 703-
8384242.

SUNDAY/JUNE 28
Jazz Jam. 7 p.m. Featuring Rick

Whitehead trio. Musicians are
encouraged to attend to either just
listen or to perform. At the Episcopal
church of the Resurrection, 2280 N.
Beauregard St., Alexandria. $10. A
reception follows. Call 703-768-5821.

TUESDAY/JUNE 30
Hands-on-History Tent Event.  10

a.m. to 1 p.m. Explore life for children
in the 1700s, both rich and poor, slave
and free at Carlyle House’s Hands-on-
History Tent Event. Free. Designed for
children ages 3-12 and their parents.
At Carlyle House in Alexandria. Call
703-549-2997.

SATURDAY/JULY 4
Organ Fireworks Concert. 10-10:45

a.m. Free. Organist-Choirmaster
Douglas A. Beck. At. St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 228 South Pitt
Street, Alexandria. Call 703-549-3312.

Handbell Choir Festival Concert. 7

p.m. Douglas A. Beck, St. Paul’s
Organist-Choirmaster presents songs,
audience participation and a dramatic
reading of the Declaration of
Independence. At St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, 228 South Pitt Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-549-3312.

SATURDAY, JULY 11
 Used Book Sale. Kingstowne Library,

6500 Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
Call 703-339-4610.

 FRIDAY, JULY 17
Alexandria Citizens Band. 7:30 p.m.

concert. Jack Dusek, interim
conductor. At Market Square, Old
Towne Alexandria. Call 703-339-6643
or go to www.band.alexandria.va.us.

SATURDAY/JULY 18
“The President’s Own” United States

Marine Band and Marine Chamber
Orchestra performs. 7:30 p.m. At
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall,
Northern Virginia Community College,
3001 North Beauregard Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-845-6156 or
www.schlesingercenter.com.

Fort Ward Civil War Camp Day and
Skirmish. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. A day-
long living history event highlighted by
bayonet drills, cannon firing and
skirmish drill. Admission is $5 per
adult and $10 for families with
children. At 4301 West Braddock Road
in Alexandria.  Call 703-838-4848 or
visit www.fortward.org.

FRIDAY/JULY 24
Ms. Virginia Senior America

Pageant. 2-4 p.m. Free admission.
Silver Jubilee celebration. At the Lee
Center, Kauffman Auditorium, 1108
Jefferson St., Alexandria. Suggested
donation $10. Reception follows. Call
703-425-7258.

FRIDAY/JULY 31
Alexandria Citizens Band. 7:30 p.m.

concert. Jack Dusek, interim
conductor. At Market Square, Old
Towne Alexandria. Call 703-339-6643
or go to www.band.alexandria.va.us.

FRIDAY/AUG. 7
Alexandria Citizens Swing Band.

7:30 p.m. concert. Jack Dusek, interim
conductor. At Market Square, Old
Towne Alexandria. Call 703-339-6643
or go to www.band.alexandria.va.us.

SATURDAY/JUNE 27
Women Composers. 7:30 p.m. Violinist and violist Kaleigh Elizabeth Acord and

pianist Audrey Andrist will pay tribute to composers Clara Schumann, Grazyna
Bacewicz, Amy Beach, Lili Boulanger, and Rebecca Clarke. At the Lyceum,
Alexandria’s History Museum, 201 S. Washington St., Alexandria. Free admission.
Call 703-838-4994.

Kaleigh Elizabeth Acord



22  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  June 18-24, 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following requests have been received for 
administrative review and approval.

The Director of Planning and Zoning may ap-
prove the permits unless a request that the ap-
plication be forwarded to City Council is re-
ceived by July 9, 2009.

For information about this application or to com-
ment, visit the City’s website at 
alexandriava.gov or call (703) 746-4666.

SPECIAL USE PERMIT # 2009-0033

ADDRESS: 504 JOHN CARLYLE STREET

7-ELEVEN

REQUEST TO OPERATE A CONVENIENCE 
STORE

APPLICANT: 7-ELEVEN, INC.

Public Hearing will be held by the City Council 
of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council 
Chambers, City Hall, City of Alexandria, Virgin-
ia, on Tuesday, June 23, 2009, at 7:00 p.m., or 
as soon thereafter as may be heard on the 
hereinafter described items.

******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Sec-
tions 5-2-29 (STREET ENCROACHMENTS), 
Section 5-2-19 (SALE OF ARTICLES OF COM-
MERCE FROM VEHICLES PROHIBITED OR 
LIMITED WHILE PARKING ON CITY 
STREETS), and Section 5-2-16 (PLACING 
MERCHANDISE ON OR OTHERWISE OB-
STRUCTING SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUB-
LIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY) all of Article A (GENER-
AL PROVISIONS) Chapter 2 (STREETS AND 
SIDEWALKS), Title 4 (PUBLIC SAFETY) of the 
Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, 
as amended.

The proposed ordinance, in conjunction with a 
proposed change to the Zoning Ordinance, 
amends three City Code sections to allow the 
outdoor display of rental bicycles directly in front 
of a business, either on private property or on 
the sidewalk if approved by permit.

******

AN ORDINANCE to add a new Section 7-2400 

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2009 - 7:30 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, City Hall 
Alexandria, Virginia

Information about these items may be obtained 
from the: Department of Planning and Zoning, 
301 King Street, Room 2100, Alexandria, Virgin-
ia 22314, telephone: (703) 838-4688 
====================================
=========================

BZA CASE #2009-0012 
905 CRESTWOOD DRIVE 
R-8, RESIDENTIAL 
Steven Gordon and Haley Crittenden Gordon, 
owners, by Russell Finn, contractor: Special ex-
ception to construct a covered open porch 22.00 
feet from the front property line facing Crest-
wood Drive. If the special exception is granted, 
the Board of Zoning Appeals will be granting a 
special exception from section 12-102(A) of the 
zoning ordinance relating to physical enlarge-
ment of a noncomplying structure.

BZA CASE #2009-0013 
401 E. RAYMOND AVENUE 
R-2-5, RESIDENTIAL 
Alabama LLC, owner, by Stephen Kulinski, ar-
chitect: Special exception to construct a two 
story rear addition 2.40 feet from the west side 
property line. If the special exception is grant-
ed, the Board of Zoning Appeals will be grant-
ing a special exception from section 12-102(A) 
of the zoning ordinance relating to physical en-
largement of a noncomplying structure.

BZA CASE #2009-0014 
207 MACARTHUR ROAD 
R-8, RESIDENTIAL 
Sam Whitfield, owner: Special exception to 
construct a second story addition 4.80 feet from 
the west side property line. If the special excep-
tion is granted, the Board of Zoning Appeals 
will be granting a special exception from section 
12-102(A) of the zoning ordinance relating to 
physical enlargement of a noncomplying struc-
ture.

BZA CASE #2009-0016 
2617 N. STEVENS STREET 
R-20, RESIDENTIAL 
Stacey Saunier, owner: Variance to replace an 
existing carport with an attached garage 4.00 
feet from the east side property line. If the var-
iance is granted, the Board of Zoning Appeals 
will be granting a variance from section 12-
102(A) of the zoning ordinance relating to physi-
cal enlargement of a noncomplying structure.
BZA CASE #2009-0015 
320 E. DEL RAY AVENUE 
R-2-5, RESIDENTIAL 
Thomas and Judith Parkins, owners: Variance 
to construct a one and one-half story addition 
4.00 feet from the south side property line. If 
the variance is granted, the Board of Zoning 
Appeals will be granting a variance from section 
12-102(A) of the zoning ordinance relating to 
physical enlargement of a noncomplying struc-
ture.

BZA CASE #2009-0005 
300 E. DEL RAY AVENUE 
R-2-5, RESIDENTIAL 
Rodney and Elizabeth Louison, owners: Var-
iance to raise the roof of an existing detached 
garage to accommodate storage space 1.50 
feet from the east side property line. If the var-
iance is granted, the Board of Zoning Appeals 
will be granting a variance from section 12-
102(A) of the zoning ordinance relating to physi-
cal enlargement of a noncomplying structure.

OBITUARY
Homer A. Walkup

Homer A. Walkup, a lawyer who practiced law in 
West Virginia and later was a JAG officer for the 
US Navy, died on June 12, 2009 of cancer at 
the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, 
Maryland. He was a resident of Alexandria 
since 1942.

Captain Walkup is survived by his sons, H. Allen 
Walkup and Randolph M. Walkup and his 
daughter, Pamela S. Walkup, two stepchildren, 
two grandsons, three step granddaughters, a 
step grandson, a great-granddaughter, a great 
grandson, and a number of step great and 
great-great grandchildren.

Services will be held at Goodwin House, 4800 
Fillmore Ave., Alexandria, Virginia, 22311 at 
3:00 PM on Saturday, June 20, 2009. Military 
services will be held at the Old Post Chapel, Ft. 
Myer, Va., on Thursday, September 24, 2009 at 

TAKE NOTICE

The Alexandria City Council will hold a Spe-
cial Meeting on Monday, June 22, 2009 in the 
City Council Work Room immediately following 
the Work Session with the Planning Commis-
sion for the purpose of considering the following 
item:

Consideration of Convening an Executive 
Session Closed to the Public to Discuss Poten-
tial Litigation with Legal Counsel.

Individuals with disabilities who require assis-
tance or special arrangements to participate in 
the City Council meeting may call the City 
Clerk's Office at (703)746-4550 (TTY/TDD 703 
838-5056.) We request that you provide a 48-
hour notice so that the proper arrangements 
may be made. Copies of the docket are availa-
ble in the City Clerk's Office, Room 2300, in City 
Hall.

Jackie M. Henderson
City Clerk and Clerk of Council

Legal Notices Legal Notices

Legal Notices

(REGULATIONS) under Article VII (SUPPLE-
MENTAL ZONE REGULATIONS) of the City of 
Alexandria Zoning Ordinance.

The proposed ordinance, in conjunction with 
proposed City Code changes to Title 5, amends 
the Zoning Ordinance by creating a new
section 
to allow the outdoor display of rental bicycles
di-
rectly in front of a business, either on private 
property or on the sidewalk if approved by per-
mit.

******

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMEND-
MENTS OR ADDITIONS MAY BE MADE TO 
PROPOSED ORDINANCES WITHOUT FUR-
THER PUBLICATION. IT IS RECOMMENDED 
THAT PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF 
THESE ORDINANCES OBTAIN FREE FULL-
TEXT COPIES FROM THE CITY CLERK AT 
CITY HALL. JACKIE M. HENDERSON, CMC, 
CITY CLERK

Legal Notices

1:00 PM, with interment to follow in Arlington 
National Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 2701
Camer-
on Mills Rd., Alexandria, Va., 22302 or
Goodwin 
House Foundation, 4800 Fillmore Ave., Alexan-
dria, Va., 22311.

www.everlyfuneral homes.com

ABC LICENSE
The Christmas Attic, Inc trading as The 
Christmas Attic, 125 S Union St, Alexandria, VA 
22314. The above establishment is applying to 
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a retail license-gift 
shop(beer/wine) license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Fay Hobbs-Carter, 
President

Old Town
AN HISTORIC OCCASION

and a welcome to summer —
‘Towners, join me on an especially
gorgeous Sunday afternoon in the
old port city. This one was even
more so because we were gather-
ing at the glorious Lord Fairfax
House on Cameron Street — a
home and garden to die for. It al-
most makes me feel guilty that I
get paid to do this — but that’s
another story.

Anyhow, the Historic Alexandria
Foundation was delighted to hold
its annual meeting and garden
party at the home of Leslie and
John Ariail. Thanks to HAF Execu-
tive Director Mary Sparks Sterling
and her band of worker bees, the
party was wonderful.

First to the business of the day.
HAF President Morgan Delaney
announced the granting of $5,000
to the Lee-Fendall House Museum
at 614 Oronoco St. The grant will
be used to support the redesign of
the garden area that will focus on
gardening trends in the 1850-70
period. Couldn’t happen to a nicer
garden, and at Lee’s Corner, no

less.
The guests spread throughout

the Lord Fairfax digs for the high-
light of the late spring afternoon
— eating and drinking. They may
be still at it, for all I know.

Your hard-eating correspondent
spotted these friends of HAF — by
no means complete but close
enough after a gin and tonic or so:
Anne and Don Kelly, Julianne and
Tim Belevitz, Anne Kavaljian, Ed
and Mary Heiden, Bill and Carol
Anderson, Ellen and Derry
Bancroft, Marianne Weitz, Stu and
Loti Dunn, Chuck (watch out for
my lob) Trozzo, Gail (the queen
of round robin) Rothrock, Jill
McClure, Michael and Burgess
Bradshaw, Tom Hulfish, Gugi and
Charlie Hooff, the Dick Hobsons,
Jean Oseth, Dan Chapman, John
Hy nan, Vance Hall, Virginia Grey,
Ruth Ryder, Opal and Walter
Beverly, the Paul Andersons, Frank
Fannon, Patsy Ticer, Murney
Keleher, Joe and Rhonda
Johnston, Mariah O’Leary and
Jean Federico.

‘Towners, this party rocked.

OTCA WEIGHS IN — The Old

Town Civic Association is con-
cerned about the impact of an or-
dinance recently introduced by the
City Council. Council seeks to im-
pose a maximum service period of
10 consecutive years for any mem-
ber of a board, committee or com-
mission, except for those governed
by state law. Originally, according
to OTCA, the Board of Architec-
tural Review was exempt, but
Council decided to include that
body as well.

The result, says OTCA, will be
that in two years the BAR will
solely retain two architects — but
current members Tom Hulfish,
Oscar Fitzgerald, Peter Smeallie
and Arthur Keleher will be gone.
Lynn Neihardt has decided to
leave the board.

OTCA’s concern is what this will
do to the continuity and
itnstutional knowledge of this key
city board. OTCA has asked the
Mayor and Council to take a closer
look at the proposed ordinance
with an eye to assuring that conti-
nuity and institutional memory
don’t get tossed out with the bath
water.

— Bob Feldkamp

Neighborhoods

From Page 7

Obituary

Health Service. His family roots
in this area are deep, going back
to the 1600s in both Virginia and
Maryland’s Eastern Shore, both of
which he was deeply fond.

He graduated from Curtis High
School, on Staten Island, in 1942
and enrolled at the University of
Virginia, in Charlottesville. He en-
listed in the Navy V-12 officer
training program there and under
an accelerated wartime curricu-
lum, was able to complete one
year of medical school before be-
ing assigned to midshipmen’s
school at Princeton and Columbia
Universities and being commis-
sioned as an ensign, USNR, in
1945. He trained in destroyers and
was en route to his ship in the Pa-
cific when World War II ended.

Completing his Navy service in

1946, Mr. White returned to the
University of Virginia, receiving his
bachelor’s degree in 1947. He then
took a position as a detailer with
Schenley Pharmaceuticals, work-
ing in the Washington, D.C., met-
ropolitan area. The family has
lived in Alexandria near Mt.
Vernon since 1947.

In 1959, he became legislative
assistant to Congressman Joel T.
Broyhill, representing the 10th
Congressional District in Northern
Virginia, commencing a career on
Capitol Hill that would last for
some-40 years. Mr. White would
become a legislative and/or ad-
ministrative assistant to Congress-
men Richard H. Poff, and Hon.
Stan Parris as well as to Senators
William Scott, Harry Flood Byrd,
Sr. and Sen. Warner John Warner,
successively, all respected mem-

bers of the Virginia delegation.
After leaving the Hill on Jan 31,

2000, he worked for Newport
News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock,
Newport News, Va., then a subsid-
iary of Tenneco, Inc. now Northrop
Grumman. Among other accom-
plishments, helped that firm ac-
quire major contracts for subma-
rines and a nuclear aircraft carrier.

Mr. White was a passionate his-
torian, antique collector and saved
several ante-bellum properties by
restoring them — several in
Church Hill Richmond Va., and
one in Milton Del.

Mr. White is survived by his wife,
Betty Parker White, of Alexandria
and Milton Del.; four children,
Ann Wallis White of Annapolis,
Md., Elizabeth Parker White of
Alexandria, John Thomas. White,
III of Arlington, Va. and Mathews
County, Va., Margaret Sewell
White of Halifax, Nova Scotia; a
brother, Col. William V.H. White,
USMC (Ret) of Nokesville, Va.;
four grand-children; and his loyal
companion Labrador retriever,
“Scout.” In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests donations be made to
Labrador Retriever Rescue -
www.Lab-Rescue.com or
www.LabMed.org or an animal
welfare organization of their
choice. He took great pleasure in
his grandchildren and the Labra-
dors in his life. There will be a pri-
vate memorial

at Christ Church in Old Town
Alexandria, and a ceremony at the
family plot in Norfolk, Va.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

• Great Pay!
• FT/PT

Summer
Schedules

• Sales/Service

• No Exp.
Necessary

• All Ages 17+
• Conditions

Apply

703-359-7600

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& 09 H.S. GRADS

ADMINSTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Full Time  with computer skills includ-
ing a strong knowledge of Excel, Power 
Point, Outlook. Organizational & multi-
tasking skills a must!  Fax resume to 
703-684-3664  Attn: Kim.   EEOC               

FULL-TIME AUDITOR
Chaconas and Wilson, P.C., an estab-
lished DC CPA firm located two blocks 
from Foggy Bottom Metro, seeks 2-3 
year audit professional to add to audit 
practice. CPA license is required. Com-
petitive compensation and benefit pack-
ages. E-mail your resume to info@cha-
conas.com or fax to (202) 452-0881.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Payroll Clerk
Interstate Worldwide Relocation Services

In Springfield, VA is looking for an
Exp. P/R Clerk FT or PT.

ADP experience preferred
Please send Resume: accjobs@invan.com

LAUNDRY SUPERVISOR
Goodwin House Bailey’s Crossroad, a 
Continuing Care Retirement Community 
in Northern Virginia, is seeking a dy-
namic leader with good communication 
and organizational skills for the laundry 
facility in our growing community. 
Must have three years experience in a 
laundry facility and at least two years 
supervisory experience.  

To apply, www.goodwinhouse.org, 
fax: 703-578-7233,   ph: 703-578-7204

FREE TRAINING AND TUITION
Real Estate Classes Now Forming!

Join our elite team and receive the best training, technology,
and marketing as well as a full package of Real Estate services.

We are committed to our agents so you can work hard for
your clients and produce more business with higher earnings.

Be Your Own Boss Today!!
For free information call Maxine @ 703-836-1464

Part-time Nursery Worker 
Plymouth Haven Baptist Church is seeking a 
caring, reliable part-time caretaker for nurs-
ery-aged children (newborn through kinder-
garten) from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. each 
Sunday year-round and for two hours each 
Sunday evening Sept.-May.  Possibility ex-
ists for some weekday evening nursery care 
hours. Competitive hourly pay.  The suc-
cessful candidate should have membership 
in another church of Christian faith, have ex-
perience and enjoy working with newborn 
and young children, direct and work well with 
volunteer nursery staff, and have general 
knowledge of first aid. Must be at least 18-
years old and speak English; non-smoking 
candidate preferred. Email resume and 3 ref-
erences to secretary@plymouthhaven.org or 
call 703-360-4370.

PT Medical office/front desk 

Alexandria/Arlington
Multi task and billing position available. 
Must have good experience.  Nice office. 

Call 301-469-7211

Receptionist/Admin. Asst.

P/T,  M-F,  9:00-3:00,  Mt. Vernon 
area. Proficient in computer pro-
grams, verbal and written skills. 
Strong organizational skills and 
ability to work independently a 
must. Fax/email res: 703/360-6113
marcelproperties@aol

SECURITY SALES
Vector Security, Inc., the nation’s largest 
privately owned electronic security company 
is expanding its residential operations in the 
northern Virginia area.  Currently seeking an 
experienced residential security consultant 
to fill immediate openings for selling alarm 
systems to homeowners.  Offering excellent 
pay and company benefits.  For a confiden-
tial interview please call 1-703-360-1900 or 
fax resume to 703-780-3372.  E.O.E.

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!
www.westwood.edu/locations

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

TURNER CONCRETE
Specializing in custom driveways, 
walkways, brick pavers & patios. 

Call the professionals for your free 
estimate. We also offer a landscape 

designer to help incorporate your new 
addition. Licensed & Insured

703-913-3082 or 703-593-8423

CONCRETE CONCRETE

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

REPAIR SOLUTIONS

703-932-5078

•KITCHENS/BATHS •HANDYMAN A-Z
•”HONEY DO” JOBS WELCOME

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING
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SUMMER SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

ROOFING ROOFING

Painting,
Wallpaper Hanging, Removal & Repair

Over 20 years exp.!
Free Estimates! Prompt Service!

Excellent Refs.!
703-425-3200
Licensed, Insured, & Bonded!

FEMALE OWNED & OPERATED

WALLPAPERING WALLPAPERING

CLEANING

MMAARRGGAARR IITTAA’’SS

CCLLEEAANNIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEE
Residential &Commercial

Independently Owned
& Operated

Good Refs   Free Estimates

703-768-2130

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

DECKS

DECK RENEWAL
High Pressure

CLEANING/SEALING
● Fencing 

●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

SUMMER
CLEAN-UP

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC
703-283-9479
703-455-0319

◆Bricks    ◆Blocks, 
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Retaining Walls
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

HAULING

HAULING

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

Waterfront without
crossing Bay Bridge.

St. Mary’s County, MD
$299,000

Completely
renovated in 2005 with
dock. Owner licensed

real estate agent.
14511 E Way Drive, Scotland, MD.
Call Karl Operle (301) 495-4980.

City Houses LLC www.ScotlandBay.com

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

Foster Care/Adoption

Make a difference in the life of a child who needs 
you. Be a foster or adoptive parent and help a child 
and provide a stable, loving home. Generous monthly 
stipend; 24-hour support; ongoing training provided. 
Call Phillips Teaching Homes (703) 941-3471 ext. 

217, for more information or visit our website. 
www.phillipsprograms.org

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Computer Geeks/Trainers on Call
Serving the Northern Virginia Community
MS Applications - Word, Power Point, Access and Excel

MS Project, Visio and QuickBooks Application
Computer Clean Ups, Wireless Set Ups & File Back Ups

Software Installation
For Details:

Please Call: 703.531.8178 or
email at: training@digitalsystemsllc.com

Location: Arlington, Virginia
Starting at $15 per hour

101 Computers 101 Computers

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 15 Getaways

Looking for a vacation 
or summer retreat?

Stay along the Chesapeake 
Bay – come to the Tides Inn 
in Irvington, Virginia. Great 
location for family gather-
ings/reunions, weddings, 
anniversary celebrations 

and association events. We 
might be closer than you 

think! Take a look at: 
www.tidesinn.com. Call Ally 

Ward at: 804.438.4415 – 
ask about our “Family 

Summer Sizzler” package

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

Alexandria House yard sale  
HUGE 22 FLOORS! Sat 6/20 
along Madison st Bet N. Royal 
& Fairfax 9am- 2pm rain/shine 

Multi fam yard sale 6/20 9-1, 
furn, dec. & misc. h/h items. 
209 Bassar pl, Clover Sub dv

Saturday, 6/20, 10AM-5PM, 
Carlyle Towers, 2121 

Jamieson Ave., Unit 1104
Furn, Giftware, Glassware, 

Pictures, Lamps, 
Xmas Decors, etc.

29 Misc. for Sale

Quincy COMPRESSOR
Model 23036  $1,750.

703-360-9128

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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From Page 9

Letters

See Letters,  Page 28

alone.
The time has come for all of the Alexan-

dria community to take the time to notice
and appreciate what is developing at TC
Williams. The college football world has
taken note.

Make the effort to assist this team reach
their lofty goals. The city needs to get be-
hind this team. The time has come for the
program to breakout. There is plenty of
room for all to catch the Titan Express to
Success. The only requirement is everyone
remains a team player.

Jump on board because this train is leav-
ing the station.

Jerry Whitmire
Alexandria

Unwarranted
Attack
To the Editor:

The following open letter was addressed
to Councilman Rob Krupicka.

Your pejorative demeanor at the Council’s
meeting on Saturday the 13th of June left
much to be desired. During the discussion
of moving the May elections from May to
November, in which 46 citizens expressed
their opinions, you had to conduct a per-
sonnel vendetta against a citizen who had
previously taken you and other Council
members to task in the press for failing to
show up at the annual Holocaust Remem-
brance Day. Maggie Whalen had no more
than finished her comments regarding mov-
ing the election when you decided to be-
rate her for her letter to the editor. In doing
so you endeavored to cover your tracks by
giving a number of reasons why you
couldn’t make the event along with trying
to invoke the sympathy of the crowd regard-
ing your personal and family commitments.
All of this occurred while Pat Troy, I and
several others in the back of the Council
Chambers were yelling out that this per-
sonal attack on Ms. Whalen was not ger-
mane to Docket Item 21 and was totally out
of order. Of course the Mayor just sat there
like a bump on the log and failed to take
any action(s) to stop this unwarranted at-
tack. Who is running the city Krupicka or
Euille? Evidently Krupicka.

You have to remember Mr. Krupicka that
no one twisted your arm to run for the
Council. You knew of the commitments fac-
ing you and if you couldn’t make the time
to do them then you should not have run in
the first place. In fact, if you feel the same
as you did Saturday when you leveled the
boom on Maggie Whalen, then I would rec-
ommend you resign and give your seat to
someone who can handle the commitments.

Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet
Alexandria

Display of
Patriotism
To the Editor:

Thank you for printing the letter I recently
submitted to the Gazette honoring our

troops and America. In this letter, I had re-
quested that the manager of our commu-
nity would find some way of having the
American Flag raised at our flagpole.

This past Memorial Day was filled with a
sight that captured the eyes and many
hearts: The American flag was raised within
our community.

I was overwhelmed with joy over the out-
come of my request when the flag was
raised for the first time in 10 years

On the behalf of the residents of Olde
Towne West, I would like to thank the Ga-
zette for this moment.  Throughout our
community we will never forget this day.
Some residents never knew there was a flag-
pole within the community, it stood for so
long without any meaning of its purpose.

Geri Baldwin
Alexandria

‘Reach The Day’
To the Editor:

I am writing to seek publicity for child-
hood cancer, the No. 1 killer of America’s
children by disease. Each day, seven chil-
dren are taken from their friends and fam-
ily. Each day, forty-six more children are
diagnosed with cancer. Each day, over
35,000 children are being treated for the
disease. Yet research into childhood cancer
lags far behind adult cancers, and aware-
ness of the entire problem is lacking. I know.
I lost my 14-year-old son AJ to the disease
in 2008. CureSearch (http://
www.curesearch.org/) is the largest child-
hood cancer organization.

On June 22 and 23, CureSearch will hold
Reach The Day 2009. It will be the ninth
annual gathering of the childhood cancer
community in Washington, DC. The event
provides an opportunity for those who care
about children with cancer, to share their
story with our nation’s leaders, and to im-
press upon them that critical funding for
childhood cancer research is needed. We
come together in one place on one day to
raise our voices for all children with cancer
and for those who no longer have a voice.

The original gathering in Washington
brought together a small group of parents
who provided testimony to members of
Congress about childhood cancer. At that
time, many members of Congress and their
staff were unaware that children even got
cancer nor did they know that cancer was
then and today, remains the number one
cause of death from disease in children.

Since that time, the childhood cancer
community has been mobilized to make a
difference in Congress. Since 2003, the
voices and stories of families whose lives
have been forever changed by having a child
diagnosed with cancer have resulted in
more than $12 million in Congressional
appropriations to support the research of
the Children’s Oncology Group.

In 2008, we celebrated the passage of The
Caroline Pryce Walker Conquer Childhood
Cancer Act, landmark legislation that holds
the promise of $30 million over five years
dedicated to childhood cancer research.

We have come a great distance but we
won’t stop — not until every child with can-
cer can be guaranteed a cure.

Reach The Day 2009 is our opportunity
to make sure that this bill gets fully funded
and that childhood cancer research contin-
ues to receive Congressional appropriations.

Together, our voices are loud and strong.
Our children deserve nothing less. As a co-
founder of People Against Childhood Can-
cer (http://curechildhoodcancer.ning.com/
) and the Petition to Raise Awareness and
Funding for Childhood Cancer (http://
w w w. t h e p e t i t i o n s i t e . c o m / 1 /
CureChildhoodCancer) I appreciate your
support.

George H. West
Alexandria

Shameful Decision
To the Editor:

This past Saturday spelled the end of
meaningful choice for the voters of Alexan-
dria. There were good reasons to keep lo-
cal politics separate from national and state
level campaigns; however, our outgoing City
Council ignored them in what is widely seen
as a partisan attempt to preclude any mean-
ingful chance that the Democratic machine
in Alexandria will ever again lose its com-
plete grip on City Council.

In its last important action before its
three-year term expires in several weeks,
this lame duck Council voted 5 to 2 to move
future City Council elections to November.
Only Council members Del Pepper and
Ludwig Gaines were courageous enough to
vote against the wishes of the Alexandria
Democratic Committee. The Council was
amply warned that perception matters as
much as reality in politics. The perception
of many Alexandrians right now — and,
indeed, the reality — is that this Council,
which considered the issue last year and
decided to leave the elections in May, took
this issue up at this time both to perma-
nently secure Democratic control of the
Council and because Councilmen Justin
Wilson and Timothy Lovain were bitter at
losing last month so they rushed to change
the system before leaving office.

Having a separate local election increases
the chance that those who vote make an
intentional, informed decision rather than
cast a party-line vote simply because they
are at the polls to vote in a presidential con-
test. Anyone who has worked as an elec-
tion officer or poll observer in a national
election has observed countless voters come
into the polling place who are overheard
saying that they know nothing about the
local candidates and issues.

In the 2008 Presidential election, 72 per-
cent of the total Alexandria voting pool of
97,635 people voted. Almost 72 percent of
that subgroup voted Democratic. Last
month, by contrast, the 15 percent of the
local electorate who actually care enough
about local issues to vote came out and
voted . . . . And what happened? Many in-
formed Democrats crossed party lines and
voted for a group of council members that
will not speak with merely one voice on the
budget issues.

The five members who voted in favor of
the move attempted to justify their decision
under the guise that the 15 percent voter
turnout is too low in a May election to jus-

tify the relatively modest expense of hold-
ing a separate election. They also claim that
a May election somehow confuses voters
who might expect elections to be held only
in November. However, these disingenuous
arguments are merely straw men erected
by Democrats with ulterior motives. In fact,
voter registration nowadays is exceedingly
easy due to Motor Voter laws and the nu-
merous partisan interest groups who con-
duct voter registration in public places and
by door-to-door canvassing. A byproduct of
this is that there are many disinterested
people on the rolls who will never exercise
their right to vote. (This is evident by the
fact that 28 percent of eligible Alexandria
voters failed to participate in the historic
November 2008 election, despite the fact
that the Board of Elections was extremely
accommodating with absentee voting in the
weeks leading up to the election.) Further,
what is painfully clear is that most eligible
voters simply do not care enough about lo-
cal elections to take the mere 15 minutes it
takes to vote in their neighborhood precinct.
For all of these reasons, we typically see a
turnout of 10-20 percent of motivated, well-
informed voters for a local election.

This out-going Council had no business
considering this topic at all. Under state law,
this important decision is irrevocable. What
was the rush? We just held our local elec-
tion, and are not due for another one for
three years. Well, everybody now knows
what the rush was: one last chance at par-
tisan gain before Republican Frank Fannon
and Independent Alicia Hughes take their
seats on City Council and provide meaning-
ful opposition.

To be clear, this outgoing Council did not
vote to make the terms of office last four
years rather than three. What they did in-
stead was to set up a scenario where in
November 2012, when the “Obama effect”
of drawing record Democratic voter turn-
out will likely still be in full force, approxi-
mately 72 percent of eligible Alexandria
voters will vote. History shows that most of
them will have little interest in local candi-
dates or issues, and will therefore simply
vote a straight Democratic ticket based on
the sample ballots handed to them as they
enter the polling place. It may well now be
statistically impossible for Frank Fannon,
Alicia Hughes, or any other candidate not
chosen by the Alexandria Democratic Com-
mittee to win a seat on the Council.

Lame duck Council members Tim Lovain
and Justin Wilson showed their true colors
by not abstaining in Saturday’s vote, and
they will be remembered as merely parti-
san sore losers. They and their three con-
curring colleagues have irrevocably kept the
voters of Alexandria from hereafter having
a meaningful choice of candidates for City
Council.

Alexandrians spoke loud and clear in the
May election: they wanted change, includ-
ing a politically diverse Council. Nonethe-
less, this outgoing Council shamefully failed
to honor that choice of its citizens.

Patrick Costello
Alexandria
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Sports

Track and Field Nationals
Alexandria will be well represented at this weekend’s Nike

Outdoor National Meet in Greensboro, N.C. T.C. Williams
senior Tynita Butts will compete in both the high and long
jumps, while St. Stephen’s/St. Agnes senior Danielle Will-
iams will be featured in the 100- and 200-meter dashes, as
well as the 4x100-meter relay.

Butts won the AAA state title in the high jump three weeks
ago and took the high jump national title during indoor track
season this winter.

Just two weekends ago, Williams took first place in both
the 100- and 200-meter dashes at the Milestat.come Elite
Track Gala in Richmond. There, she recorded her fastest time
of the year in the 100 — 12.03 seconds — and her second-
best time of her career in the 200-meter dash (24.79 sec-
onds). The Nike meet this weekend will be the last time each
don their high school colors. Butts will run for East Carolina
next season. Williams, also a standout on the basketball court
during the winter, will run the 4x100-meter relay with jun-
iors Brianna Richardson and Mya Reid and freshman Lauren
Martin.

T.C. Williams Basketball Clinic
T.C. Williams girls’ basketball coach Cavanaugh Hagen is

hosting a summer clinic for girls ages 7-17 and boys ages 6-
12. The one-week clinic will take place between July 27 and
August 1st with sessions running from 4-6:30 p.m.

The clinics will feature individual team competition, skill
work, awards, a talented staff of counselors including North
Carolina-bound Northern Region Player of the Year Tierra
Ruffin-Pratt, and guest speakers of all levels.

For more information contact Cavanaugh Hagen at
cav484@gmail.com.

Submit Swim Results
The NVSL summer swim season is right around the corner

and the Gazette doesn’t want any child’s achievements in
the pool to go unnoticed. To have swim team results posted
in the Connection each week, contact sports editor Mark
Giannotto at mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com.

Northern Virginia Senior
Olympics Scheduled

The Northern Virginia Senior Olympics (NVSO) for senior
adults, 50 years of age and over, will be Sept. 12-23. The
Thomas Jefferson Community Center, 3501 S. 2nd St., Ar-
lington, will host opening day, Saturday, Sept. 12 with wel-
come ceremonies at 10:30 a.m. followed by track
events.ºVirginia Hospital Center will sponsor a health fair
from 9 – 11 a.m. and the Traveling Bicycle Museum will be
open from 9 a.m.– noon.

More than 25 other events will take place during the 10-
day competition at various venues throughout Northern Vir-
ginia. Participants must be 50 years old by Dec. 31 and live
in one of the sponsoring jurisdictions: cities of Alexandria,
Fairfax and Falls Church, counties of Arlington, Fairfax,
Loudoun and Prince William.

In addition to track and field, events will include swim-
ming, diving, ice skating, tennis, table tennis, bowling, golf,
miniature golf, pickleball, racquetball, board games, card
games, shuffleboard, horseshoes, 3x3 basketball, team line
dancing, yo-yo tricks and more. New in 2009 are Wii bowl-
ing and mini javelin throw.

Registration is $10, which includes one event; additional
events are $1. Registration forms are available at senior cen-
ters andºsenior residences or by calling 703-228-3600, ext.
9996. Registration deadline is Aug. 28.

Alexandria Sports Briefs

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette Packet

A
s he walked the halls of T.C. Williams last
week, senior Edward Jenkins began explain
ing what he had been doing since sporting a
Titans basketball jersey for the final time.

The 5-foot-10 guard, who racked up a series of awards
throughout his career including Northern Region and
All-Connection Player of the Year this past winter,
claimed he hadn’t been playing hoops all that much.
“Just work,” he said. “I’ve been working with a tutor,
trying to get my grades right.”

His mother, Traci Jenkins, on hand to watch her son
sign his letter-of-intent to take his talents to Division-II
Mount Olive College next fall, didn’t buy that talk for a
second.

“The other day I sent him to do laundry,” said Jenkins.
“He came back soaking wet in sweat. How did that hap-
pen?”

“I told my Mom, ‘I just have to play basketball, I just
have that feeling,’” conceded Jenkins with a grin on his
face. “I just put my clothes in the washing machine and
left.”

THAT HUNGER for basketball has led Jenkins to the
Mount Olive basketball team. The undersized Titan had
a desire to play Division-I hoops somewhere, but the
offers never materialized. His coach this past season,
Julian King, tried in vain to convince college coaches
and scouts to look past Jenkins’s lack of height and in-
stead focus on his actual production.

But basketball is a sport of slights. Just look at Michael
Jordan, who unlike Jenkins, a four-year varsity player
for T.C. Williams, didn’t play for his high school team
until junior year. So rather than feel overlooked, Jenkins
went with the school that he believed most appreci-
ated what he had to offer. Mount Olive is located a little
more than an hour southeast of Raleigh, N.C.

“This is the only one that gave me the attention, they

came to all my games, they called me here and there,
I talked to them on an everyday basis, so I built a
relationship with that,” said Jenkins. “Once you build
a relationship with a coach, it’s incredible.”

Jenkins said Mount Olive coach Joey Higginbotham
wants him to play the exact same way he did in high
school, attacking the basket with his superior quick-
ness.

This past winter, Jenkins averaged 21 points, five
rebounds, and five assists helping lead a young and
inexperienced Titan squad to a third-straight North-
ern Region title before bowing out in the state
quarterfinals.

BUT JENKINS SAYS he doesn’t think about his high
school accomplishments all that much. Not the 71
(and counting) consecutive Patriot District wins or
the four-straight district championships he helped
author. Nor the Virginia AAA state title he won as a
junior. Even mention of the 27-3 record T.C. Will-
iams had during his senior season after losing nine
seniors from that state championship team draws
nothing more than a nod.

“Losing, that’s the last memory,” said Jenkins.
“That’s all I can think about. All that other stuff don’t
matter. I got back to states, but it’s not where I wanted
it to end. That’s all I think about, losing.”

He even calls up teammates, like junior Ryan Yates,
late at night rehashing what happened and what
could have been done differently in his team’s sea-
son-ending 72-61 loss to John Marshall. Just add it
to the list of things that will motivate Jenkins as he
moves to the next level.

“That’s just a basketball player, all the greats do
it,” said Jenkins. “Kobe Bryant did it. I’m not gonna
take it to college. Once I leave here, it stays here.”

His presence on the King Street campus, though,
won’t soon be forgotten. As he moved from the main
office to the athletic department last week before
the bell sounded to start one of the final days of
classes, Jenkins couldn’t go more than 20 feet with-
out stopping. A teacher wanted to wish him well. A
secretary wanted to give him a hug. A friend wanted
to say hello. It seems everyone knows Jenkins and
his laundry list of achievements.

“There were a few games this season where he flat
out refused to lose,” said T.C. Williams principal Bill
Clendaniel. “We’re going to miss him.”

From left to right, T.C. Williams assistant boys’ basketball coach Cornell Jones, Traci
Jenkins, Edward Jenkins, and T.C. Williams boys’ basketball coach Julian King.

Mount Olive Lands Jenkins

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com

After celebrated high
school basketball career,
T.C. star moves onto
N.C. D-II school.

“[Mount Olive] is the only one that gave me the
attention, they came to all my games.”

 — T.C. Williams senior Edward Jenkins
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Collegiate Summer Baseball
www.AlexandriaAces.org

Giffords Ice Cream & Candy Co.
Sunday’s Featured Vendor

YMCA Alexandria, Game Night Sponsor
Friday, June 19th

The Aces June 10th game vs. Silver Spring
that was rained out has been rescheduled

for Monday, June 22 - 7pm

Come see the baseball stars
of tomorrow play at Four Mile Run

Park this summer. Located at
3700 Commonwealth Avenue in

Alexandria, behind Cora Kelly School.

A great night in Alexandria at an
affordable price: only $5.00 for adults
and $3.00 for children 12 and under.

ALEXANDRIA BASEBALL
IS BACK!

Aces vs. Bethesda Big Train
Friday at 7pm

Aces vs. Rockville Express
Saturday at 7pm

Aces vs. Maryland Redbirds
Sunday at 7pm

Community

“

I
t’s nice to meet new people ... some are from

different countries,” said Lesly Cruz, trying to
explain what makes the Arlandria-Chirilagua
Festival such fun. Last Sunday the ninth an-

nual Arlandria-Chirilagua Festival, hosted by Tenant
and Workers United, was held on the grounds of the
Cora Kelly Recreation Center.

Streets were packed with cars of people attending
the festival. Sidewalks were filled with people from
the neighborhood coming to enjoy the festivities.
Children immediately flocked to the carnival rides
and games at the festival’s entrance. Hanna El-Baba
described the games as “full of excitement and ad-
venture.” Youngsters eagerly tried to win toys and
animals. “It’s hard to win a hermit crab,” Hanna said
as she carried home her new pet.

Further into the festival were tents selling cloth-
ing from traditional Latin American dresses and jew-
elry to soccer jerseys from Guatemala, El Salvador,
Nicaragua, Houndouras, Brazil, and Mexico. Other
tents sold toys, DVDs of Spanish movies, and CDs of
Latin music.

Then came the tents full of grills and hot plates,
with the wafting smells of Carne Asada, pupusas,
and other ethnic foods. In another section, through
the sea of umbrellas trying to block the hot after-
noon sun, festival goers could watch musical acts in
all sorts of genres, from traditional Latin music to
rap to rock, all in Spanish.

— Erica Kicak-Vanderhoeven

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette

Roxanna Linares, Branda Campos, Yeni Carranza-Perez and Stephanie Rosales-Perez
dance to the music of Randu.

Arlandria-Chirilagua Festival Yields Fun

Rosa Crus, originally from Ecuador, sells
soccer apparel that she made.

Juan Zaldivar pulls out more umbrellas as
the demand rose with the heat.

Local food vendors provided a variety
of Latin dishes to the visitors of the
annual festival.Randu takes the stage.

E
r
i
c
a
 
K

i
c
a
k
-
V
a
n
d
e
r
h
o

e
v
e
n

/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
L
o

u
i
s
e
 
K

r
a
f
f
t
/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
L
o

u
i
s
e
 
K

r
a
f
f
t
/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
L
o

u
i
s
e
 
K

r
a
f
f
t
/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e



28  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  June 18-24, 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

From Page 25

Letters

See Letters,  Page 30

Where’s Leo?
To The Editor

How the heck does a dog get so thor-
oughly lost in such a dog friendly city as
Alexandria that no one has seen him wan-
dering?

Leo is a goofy border collie mix who got
a second chance at life when he was placed
a foster home in the Parkfairfax area of Al-
exandria, with a couple committed to help-
ing homeless dogs like Leo by offering them
a transition crash pad between
homelessness and their forever homes. The
couple does this a lot, bless their hearts. But
Leo didn’t get what a good deal he had go-
ing on, so he bolted the first nanosecond
he saw an opportunity — about 12 hours
after he arrived.

Without a single sighting after several
days, Leo’s foster parents took the advice
of people that have called and written to
offer tips for the search since they had no
sightings of Leo to offer the couple. They
called in a lost pet tracking dog handler,
who brought her dog to get a whiff of Leo’s
bed, and then trail his scent for three hours.
It seems that the dog left Parkfairfax in rela-
tively short order, and wandered for miles.
A lost pet tracking dog can’t go forever, and
the hourly rate is too high if he could, so
Leo’s foster parents could only find out
where Leo went up to a point. Then they
ran out of time and money, and don’t know

which way he went after reaching the end
of that cul-de-sac near the border of Alex-
andria and Arlington.

So now, we who are trying to help with
the search don’t know where he went from
the end of the tracking point, close to
Russell Road where it meets West Glebe.

We have set up a blog to provide infor-
mation for folks who encounter Leo, and to
organize volunteers — findleo.blogspot.org.
It includes lots of pictures of Leo, maps, fli-
ers to download to help with the search,
and a ton of information. If any Gazette
readers have seen a wandering dog fitting
the description of the dog at the above Web
site, or better yet have been feeding him,
they are asked to please call the number.
We want to bring him back to safety, and
preferably to do so without his having to
take up space in the Alexandria shelter
needed by truly homeless animals, or the
time of the Animal Control Officers who
have plenty else to keep them earning their
paychecks without having to also answer a
call about some stray dog that someone fi-
nally sees.

Nancy Despeaux
Reston

Commit to
Tree Canopy
To the Editor:

At its June 13 meeting, the City Council

approved the Urban Forestry Master Plan.
As a member of the committee that helped
prepare the plan, I want to emphasize a
number of points that are especially criti-
cal.

We have serious challenges. Our overall
tree canopy and its health are declining. In
just this decade, the tree canopy has de-
clined from 34 percent to 30 percent.

We are also not caring for our trees. Cur-
rently, the city plants a tree and then gen-
erally neglects it until it dies or causes a
problem. We are spending more money on
removing or dealing with dead or problem
trees than we are on tree planting and tree
care combined. Our priorities are skewed.

A greater financial commitment will be
needed, which I understand will be diffi-
cult in the current fiscal environment.

However, one area is critical for additional
funding: tree care. Two aspects of this are
important. First is care of newly planted
trees, which must be watered in the first
two to three years until their root systems
can be sufficiently developed to store ad-
equate water. Otherwise, they can die or
become deformed. The second aspect is the
need for a “formative” pruning to be done
within the first 10 years after planting. This
formative pruning is critical because it
shapes the tree to ensure healthy growth,
and it can remove weaker branches that can
later cause big problems and be much more
time-consuming and expensive to deal with.
This formative pruning is relatively easy to
do, doesn’t require special equipment, and

can be done by staff or well-trained sea-
sonal employees or volunteers.

We also need to plant more trees, and this
will also require more money, although per-
haps only a modest amount if we can find
alternatives to the current system of hav-
ing trees planted only by relatively expen-
sive contractors. Again, well-trained sea-
sonal employees or volunteers could do this.
Healthy retired people are often interested
in this type of work and could even be hired
on a part-time basis at a modest hourly
wage with no benefits.

The plan estimates that as many as 5,000
additional street trees could be planted, and
there are many planting opportunities on
other city property as well, especially school
grounds. I urge the City council to autho-
rize a landscaping/planting plan for two
school properties a year, beginning with the
middle schools. This design work can be
done in-house to save money. Volunteers
could assist staff with the planting.

Although we need to plant many more
trees, it’s important to remember that the
ultimate goal is to increase the overall tree
canopy. The best way to do this is to plant
more, larger shade trees, which also have
far greater environmental benefits than
small trees (trees that never get very big).
But the reality is that in many parts of the
city today, far more small trees are being
planted than shade trees. A big reason for
this is the lack of adequate space for plant

If you do not
get The
Alexandria
Gazette
Packet deliv-
ered to your
home…

FIRST
CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIP-
TIONS
are now avail-
able for the
first time with
timely postal
carrier deliv-
ery: $30 for
six months.
Help us meet
the costs of pro-
viding first-
rate community
journalism on
newsprint to
your house-
hold.

Call 703-
917-6480 or

e-mail circula
tion@connect

ionnews
papers.com
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The Best in Senior Living

703-243-4300
Call Today

• Rents Starting at $950
• All Utilities Included
• And Just Two Blocks from Ballston Metro
• Frost-Free Refrigerator
• Underground Garage Parking
• Spacious Kitchens and Bathrooms
• Wellness Programs
• Full-Time Social Services Coordinator
• Prices are Subject to Change

4300 N. Carlin Springs Road, Arlington, VA 22203

Offering
Starting at 55 years

THE CARLIN

ftalexandria@fitnesstogether.com

877-345-FTFT

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

From Page 28

Letters

ing larger trees. This is a critical
issue for the city. If we can’t find
ways to create larger planting
strips for bigger trees, we’ll be
forced to plant more small trees,
and our tree canopy will continue
to decline.

The Council should direct staff
to study the many alternatives that
exist today for creating more
planting space, explore how they
could be used in Alexandria, and
implement pilot projects aimed at
creating green streets. We need a
Big Shade Tree Campaign in the
city.

Because much of our urban for-
est is on private land, we should
create incentives for planting on
private property. In addition to the
biannual city tree sales, we should
subsidize planting of shade trees
on private property, as the plan
recommends.

Finally, and especially in light of
the city’s current financial circum-
stances, we need to develop active
and engaged partnerships be-
tween the city staff and commu-
nity, business, and other organiza-
tions. Although the staff today is
very responsive to citizen requests,
it is not proactive. This must

change. The report calls for a new
urban forest specialist position
that would be dedicated to activi-
ties aimed at preserving and en-
hancing the urban forest.

But if funding for this new posi-
tion is not immediately available,
I urge that the city hire an inde-
pendent consultant to examine
how the arborist staff can most
effectively use its time and reori-
ent it to a proactive rather than
its current, almost entirely reactive
posture.

I personally am willing to pro-
vide significant additional volun-
teer time in helping to implement
the Urban Forestry Master Plan. I

believe that there are others like
me. What is critical to me is a de-
monstrable commitment by the
City Council to implement the
plan. That will involve providing
clear direction to staff and the sub-
sequent development of a specific
action plan for the next few years.
The Council must make it clear to
staff that we need to be flexible
and proactive but above all more
creative, if we are to make
progress during the difficult fiscal
times ahead.

Bill Hendrickson
Member, Alexandria Urban

Forestry Steering Committee

Write
The Gazette Packet welcomes views on any public issue.

The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed.
Include home address and home and business numbers. Letters are

routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors. Send
to:

Letters to the Editor
Gazette Packet

1606 King Street
Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6431.

By e-mail: gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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