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T
he unassuming yellow build
ing on South Fayette Street
has been deserted for years,

although it’s now at the center of a
growing controversy about the nature
of historic preservation and the future
of the Parker Gray
neighborhood. At is-
sue is a 1944 struc-
ture originally con-
structed with federal
money by the city of
Alexandria as a
nursery for what
was then the city’s
African-American
neighborhood.

By 1950, the
structure became
home to American
Legion Post 129, the
William Thomas
Post — a bar that
was frequently
rented out and an
address with a repu-
tation for violent
crime and moral tur-
pitude in the 1980s
and 1990s. But since
2007, when the American Legion
moved to Mount Vernon Avenue, the
building has been deserted even as
the neighborhood around it has ex-
perienced a renaissance. Now Alex-
andria developer Bill Cromley is seek

See Preserve,  Page 21

Old American Legion
Hall is at center of
debate about future
of neighborhood.

Preserve or
Demolish?

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

S
ome of the old and faded
signs from 2005 can still be
found up and down King

Street, supporting and opposing a
proposal that died years ago to cre-
ate a Business Improvement Dis-

After a failed attempt in 2005,
business leaders decide to reconsider
Business Improvement District.

New Bid for BID The BID
steering
committee
circulated
‘yes’ signs
that sup-
ported the
2005 pro-
posal.

The National
Taxpayers
Union circu-
lated ‘no’
signs that
opposed the
2005 pro-
posal.

trict along the King Street corri-
dor. The proposed district, known
by the acronym BID, would have
used an add-on tax to the commer-
cial property tax rate that would
have generated about $1 million
a year that would have been used
for a number of purposes — pres-
sure washing bricks on the side-

walks, creating a marketing plan
for the businesses, coordinating
parking management, improving
the landscape design and adding
street furniture. The plan was
never endorsed by the City Coun-
cil or the Chamber of Commerce,

See Time,  Page 3

By Michael Lee Pope
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A
s Washington grapples with
health-care reform, Willie Jack-
son is facing his own health-care
crisis. He must choose between

paying for a place to stay or scraping to-

gether enough money to fix his seven rot-
ting teeth. It’s a choice that illustrates the
real-world decisions people without dental
insurance face every day.

“My teeth are loose,” said Jackson. “They
are so loose, I have to be very careful about
what I eat.”

Jackson told his story to Democratic Gov.

Tim Kaine and 1,100 participants of a new
interfaith religious group known as Virgin-
ians Organized for Justice and Political Par-
ticipation —ºknown as VOICE. The group,
which was created last October, called the
mass meeting at T.C. Williams High School
this week to address Virginia’s lack of den-
tal care for low-income residents and the
persistent delays in processing naturaliza-
tion applications of Northern Virginia resi-
dents. After hearing personal and at times

See Faith Groups,  Page 5

At TC, Governor commits to working toward
expanding dental coverage to uninsured adults.

Rattling Virginia’s Cash Jar
Gov. Tim Kaine takes the stage at T.C. Williams joining over 20 religious leaders from Prince William, Fairfax
and Arlington Counties and the City of Alexandria and U.S. Sen. Jim Webb’s Chief of Staff Paul Reagan.
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“There
should be
some way
that this
building

doesn’t just
disappear

from the
landscape.”

— Louis Hicks,
director of the
Black History

Museum
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and the steering committee withdrew its plan in De-
cember 2005.

“I think the economics of Old Town would be en-
tirely different story had it not been defeated,” said
developer Rob Kauffman, who served as chairman
of the steering committee. “We’ve lost a lot of busi-
ness to places that do have BIDs.”

Across the region, special taxing districts have
sprouted up in places such as Annapolis, Crystal City
and downtown Washington. Now the Alexandria
Chamber of Commerce has opened a new dialogue
about the possibility of creating a sort of business
improvement district here in Alexandria. Although
the memories of the 2005 attempt are still raw for
some, others say the time is ripe
for seeing if a consensus could
emerge in the business commu-
nity.

“If Old Town ever needed res-
cuing, it’s now,” said Joe Edgerton,
owner of Arts Afire. “We are los-
ing one of our main attractions,
and that’s quality retail shops.”

CHAMBER LEADERS were clear
that they are not necessarily ad-
vocating the creation of a district,
although they organized a break-
fast discussion of the idea this week. The meeting
was purposefully located in one of the many vacated
retail spaces on King Street, highlighting the eco-
nomic stark problems facing the city. Organizers said
they were open to exploring a number of different
possibilities for how such an organization could be
created and maintained, including where such a dis-
trict might be located.

“Old Town is the natural focus,” said Cathy Pusker,
chairwoman of the Alexandria Chamber of Com-
merce. “But there are other areas of opportunity, in-

cluding Del Ray or the West End or Carlyle.”
No formalized plans exist yet, although opposition

is already mounting against the idea of forcing higher
taxes on business owners. The Crystal City BID, for
example, adds 4.3 cents to the existing commercial
property tax rate. Some who opposed the 2005 BID

attempt in Alexandria say that kind
of plan would likely face an oppo-
sition campaign that would resur-
rect the old stop-sign placards.

“If they propose an involuntary
tax, we’ll probably have those stop
signs up within 72 hours,” said
Bud Miller, president of Alexandria
Taxpayers United. “The worst
thing you could do to a business
in this environment is raise taxes.”

Chamber leaders were clear that
they were more interested in find-
ing out what level of interest the

idea had rather than discussing the mechanics of how
the operation might work. Yet the details of how rev-
enue is collected, how much money is involved and
who is granted oversight are certain to frame any
discussion of what an Alexandria BID might look like.
Although building a consensus behind an involun-
tary tax might be difficult, a voluntary association of
merchants might be an easier sell.

“It can’t be a mandate,” said Councilman Frank
Fannon. “It would definitely have to be a voluntary
program.”

What Is a BID?
A Business Improvement District, known by the acronym

BID, is a geographically defined area where the majority of
property owners agrees to provide an extra level of public ser-
vice by imposing an added tax or fee on all the businesses in
that area. Services could include pressure washing, potted
plants, park benches or security guards. Most BIDs are add-
on taxes to the existing commercial property tax rates,
collected by the municipal government and distributed to the
BID board of directors.

Time To Reconsider BID

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

T
he stretch of Evelyn
Brooks’ life expands
more than a century,

surviving segregation, wars,
hardship and adversity. Her
strong-willed personality and
forceful demeanor created a
household where the expecta-
tions were high and achieve-
ments accumulated. When her
grandson became a general in
the United States
Army, her family
gained the distinction
of being the only Af-
rican-American fam-
ily in the history of
America to have a fa-
ther and two sons to
become generals in
the United States
Army. Brooks died on
July 8, less than a month after
celebrating her 101st birthday
with family and friends.

A native of Falling Springs,
Va., Brooks was the longest sur-
viving of nine children born to
Martha Bee and Benjamin
Eckard Lemon. She left Falling
Springs in 1926 to find employ-
ment in Philadelphia, where
she got a job as domestic
worker. One day when she was
at a party in nearby Chester,
Penn., she met a shipyard
worker named Houston Brooks.
According to family lore, it was
love at first sight.

“That’s my wife,” he report-
edly said that night.

They were wed on April 18,
1927 — a marriage that lasted
for 60 years until his death in
1987. When the Great Depres-
sion hit, the newlyweds were
forced to move to Alexandria,
where they moved in with the
groom’s grandfather on South
Fairfax Street. Soon after, Brooks
and his father launched a busi-
ness sanding floors. By 1930,
they made enough money for
the young couple to buy a home
in the Sunnyside community at
the north end of Alexandria.

After studying at the Hamp-
ton Institute, Houston Brooks
was ordained to the gospel min-
istry in 1941 and embarked on
a career of pastoring at several
Baptist churches across North-
ern Virginia. Meanwhile, Evelyn
Brooks raised five children, put-
ting them on a bus every Sun-

day to attend church at Zion
Baptist Church on South Lee
Street. By 1963, when her hus-
band became pastor at Mount
Calvary Baptist Church in
Rockville, Md., Evelyn Brooks
assumed the role of deaconess.

“My mother insisted on hav-
ing things a certain way,” said
Leo Brooks, her son. “Like all
the cloth in the church, which
had to be folded in such a way
that it would not wrinkle.”

ALL OF HER CHIL-
DREN attended seg-
regated schools in Al-
exandria and moved
on to colleges and
graduate schools be-
cause of their parents’
e n c o u r a g e m e n t :
Houston Brooks Jr. re-
ceived a doctorate in
biochemistry; the late

Henry Brooks received a doctor-
ate in psychology and a divin-
ity degree in clinical pastoral
education; Nellie Brooks
Quander is a retired teacher,
principal, and senior adminis-
trator in the Alexandria and
Fairfax County school systems;
Leo Brooks rose to the rank of
major general in the United
States Army; and Francis Brooks
is a retired teacher and science
department head at Montpelier
High School who went on to
serve for 26 years in the Ver-
mont House of Representatives.

SHE IS SURVIVED by four
children; one son-in-law,
Welton Quander Sr; four
daughters-in-law, Willa Mae
Brooks, Aeolus Brooks, Naomi
Brooks and Eunice Brooks; 13
grandchildren, Carl Brooks,
Roger Brooks, Alyson Brooks,
Stephen Brooks, Patricia
Brooks, Evelyn Ridgeway,
Sherrie Quander, Welton
Quander Jr., Brig. Gen. Leo
Brooks Jr. (retired), Maj. Gen.
Vincent Brooks, Marquita
Brooks, Eric Brooks and Maria
Brooks. She is also survived by
a grandson-in-law, three grand-
daughters-in-law, eight great-
granddaughters, a great-grand-
son-in-law and many nieces,
nephews and cousins.

She was an active member of
Esther Chapter No. 23, Order of
Eastern Star in Alexandria for
56 years and was its Worthy
Matron from 1946 to 1947.

For more than a century Evelyn
Brooks raised a family and
served others in the church.

The Matriarch

Evelyn Brooks

Vice President Joe Biden, who leads the White
House Middle Class Task Force, discusses

health care reform, particularly as it affects senior citizens, Thursday, July 16 at
the Durant Center. He is accompanied by Health and Human Services Secretary
Kathleen Sebelius and by Barry Rand, chief executive of AARP.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
L
o

u
i
s
e
 
K

r
a
f
f
t
/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e
 
P
a
c
k
e
t

Biden at Durant Center

“If they propose an
involuntary tax,
we’ll probably have
those stop signs up
within 72 hours.”

— Bud Miller, president of
Alexandria Taxpayers United
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By Ansley LaBarre

The Gazette Packet

A
 variety of wide-eyed
and furry fans greeted
Washington National’s

pitcher John Lannan at the
PETCO on Richmond Highway
last Saturday, where Lannan
joined the Washington Hu-
mane Society to sign auto-
graphs and promote respon-
sible pet adoption.

Lannan’s agent Todd
Wiseman noted the event is part
of the effort to get the major-
league pitcher involved with the
community. Lannan spent two
hours signing autographs, dol-
ing advice for young baseball
players, and scratching ears.

Lannan admits he didn’t have
much exposure to animals as a
child aside from the occasional
low-maintenance gerbil.ºBut
when his grandmother rescued
their first dog, Lannan was
hooked.ºThe pitcher bought a
French bulldog-beagle mix
named Bailey last
October.ºHowever, the traveling
required with a Major League
baseball team makes it difficult
for him to give Bailey constant
care, so he relies on the support
of his family to lend a hand.

“It’s a lot of work, ” said

Lannan regarding dog owner-
ship, “it’s a lot of responsibility.”

This responsibility is funda-
mental to the Humane Society’s
message. Julie Conway, chief
development officer for the So-
ciety, acknowledges Lannan’s
support of their organization
enhances his ability to act as a
role model for young fans.

“If kids see pro-athletes lov-
ing animals, they’re going to
love animals, too,” said Conway.

The Humane Society had its
“Adoption Mobile” parked out-
side the PETCO during Lannan’s
visit to encourage the adoption
of young dogs. And Lannan was
just as enthusiastic about engag-
ing the animals as he was fans,
who often brought along their
own pets. While the 24-year-old
does admit he is not crazy about
cats, he nevertheless welcomed
a multitude of Nats enthusiasts
— young, old, with fur or scales
— to join him.

Lannan acknowledged one of
the best parts of being a pet-
owner is their ability to bring a
family together, as happened
with his own dog Bailey.

“You don’t just get a pet tem-
porarily,” said Conway. “They
are a part of your family and
they’re part of your family for
life.”

Nationals pitcher talks about
pet ownership at local PETCO.

Lannan Pitches for Pets

Nationals pitcher John Lannan sits with volunteers
from the Washington Humane Society to encourage
pet adoption outside Richmond Highway’s PETCO
on Saturday.
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By Tommy Hill

The Gazette Packet

T
he steady buzz of spin-
ning bicycle wheels
competed with the
hum of passing traffic

as swarms of cyclists enjoyed the
newly-completed Woodrow Wil-
son Bridge Trail one recent week-
end afternoon. The trail, which
opened to the public following a
dedication ceremony on National
Trails Day on June 6, provides a
link between the Mount Vernon
Trail in Alexandria and the
Potomac Heritage and Harborwalk
Trails in Prince George’s County.
Combined with its commanding
views of Old Town, the National
Harbor, and the District, the
Woodrow Wilson Bride Trail has
quickly become one of the most
popular in the region.

But the Woodrow Wilson Bridge
Trail is only the most visible in a
series of improvements that have
swept Alexandria’s cycling net-
work in recent years.

“In the last three years alone
we’ve added nine miles of on-
street bike trails across the city,”
said Yon Lambert, pedestrian and
bike coordinator for the City of
Alexandria. “That’s a huge step up
from the mere mile and a half of
on-street bike trails the city had
in 2006.”

Other recent improvements to
the city’s bike trail network include
the resurfacing of a 0.5 mile stretch
of trail along Eisenhower Avenue;
a Duke Street overpass that pro-
vides a pedestrian and bicycle link
between the Cameron Station De-
velopment and Beatley Library;
and a new trail along Route 1 that

provides a connection between the
Mount Vernon Trail in Old Town
and the Huntington Metro Station.
The city has also outfitted all Dash
buses with bicycle storage racks
and installed dozens of bike racks
on sidewalks across the city to en-
courage cycling as a viable trans-
portation option.

“Thanks to these improve-
ments,” Lambert said, “about nine
percent of all commuting trips in
Alexandria are now made by cy-
cling and walking, an increase of
over five percent since 1994.
That’s four times the national av-
erage.”

AT A CELEBRATION on Bike to
Work Day on May 15, the city was
formally recognized for its efforts
by the League of American Bicy-
clists. The city joined 108 other
communities across the country to
be recognized by the organization
as a “Bicycle Friendly Community.”

“We were thrilled to be recog-
nized,” said Jerry King, current
president of Bike Walk Alexandria,
an organization that lobbies for

the interests of pedestrians and
bicyclists. “In the next couple of
years, we will be working … with
the city to improve signage and
expand the network of bike trails
and lanes.”

Alexandria officials had been
striving for recognition from the
League of American Bicyclists
since 2006, when city council
members approved what they
named the “Spin City 2009 Action
Plan.” In an outline of the plan
from June 2006, it was noted that
increased bicycle use can provide
a set of social benefits ranging
from pollution control to en-
hanced recreational opportunities
to advances in the city’s appeal to
tourists, businesses and new resi-
dents.

“Alexandria should be a walking
and biking city,” said a May 2005
city council memo. “This is not a
silver bullet for our changing re-
gion, but it is a critical component
of how we improve our quality of
life. People should not always have
to get in the car for a carton of milk
or to meet friends for a cup of cof-
fee.”

Many city officials view im-
provements to the bicycle network
as key components of a larger,
long-term effort to transform the
city’s transportation system and to
minimize car dependence.

“Current levels of automobile
use are not sustainable,” said
Bruce Dwyer, former chair of the
Alexandria Bicycle Study Commit-
tee, now known as Bike Walk Al-
exandria. “Making Alexandria
more bicycle friendly is just one
in a set of bigger issues that in-
cludes enhancing transportation
alternatives like walking and mass
transit,” Dwyer went on.

“I would bet that 80 percent of
people in Alexandria live within
walking or biking distance of a
grocery store, a school, a post of-
fice — anything the average resi-
dent would need on a day-to-day
basis. The reason people don’t

Alexandria Gets Bike Friendlier
City officials see
bicycles as key to
sustainable future.

A biker uses the Commonwealth Path, which begins at the
intersection of Commonwealth Avenue and King Street in
Old Town Alexandria and extends to Four Mile Run.

The recently opened Route 1 bike path connects with the
Mount Vernon and Woodrow Wilson Bridge trails. See Alexandria,  Page 23

More
Check out the Gazette Packet’s com-

plete guide to biking around Alexandria,
including a trail map and bike path tid-
bits. See Sports, page 22.
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Open 9-6 • 7 Days
     9023 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax, VA

703-573-5025
2 miles west of I-495 on

Rt. 50 (Vienna Metro)
CravensNursery.com

60-75% OFF
ALL POTTERY
3 New Truckloads

3 Cubic ft. Shredded
Hardwood Mulch $2.99

Bulk Mulch REG. 29.99 19.99 cu. yd.

SUMMER SALE
25% off All Trees &

Shrubs, Hosta, Cacti,
Orchids, Bonsai

Jackson &
Perkins Roses

PA. Wall Stone Sale

Free Estimates-
Hardscape/Landscape, Patios,
Walls, Walkways & so much more

50% OFF

full
pallet $29999

OFF SEASON PRICING
1/2

pallet $14999
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See Faith Groups,  Page 10

emotional testimony, the governor
pledged to “rattle the cash jar” for expand-
ing dental coverage for the uninsured.

“Candidly this issue was not on my radar
screen before,” said Kaine. “But it’s on my
to-do list now because of VOICE.”

Kaine reminded the capacity crowd that
in the first year of his administration he
worked to expand dental coverage to

100,000 additional low-income children
early in his administration. But he admit-
ted that after achieving that victory, the is-
sue of expanding dental coverage to the
uninsured was no longer a concern. That’s
why VOICE leaders said after the meeting
they counted the governor’s commitment
to rattling the cash jar as an important vic-
tory —ºeven if the governor stopped short
of promising he would find funding for the
issue.

“I think this is what we expected, consid-
ering the budget situation,” said Scott Davis,
senior pastor at Trinity United Methodist
Church. “We are going to continue push-
ing.”

THE OTHER ISSUE on the agenda Mon-
day night at T.C. Williams was the persis-
tent federal delays in processing natural-
ization applications of Northern Virginia
residents. Although Virginia’s two United

States senators were unable to attend the
meeting because of pressing business at the
Capitol, their representatives were pre-
sented with 200 individual cases VOICE
leaders said demanded their attention. And
they pressed for speeding up the process-
ing time in Northern Virginia, which lags
behind other areas of the county.

“We see the human face of this issue,” said

Faith Groups Support Expanding Dental Coverage
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Opinion

A
ccording to the Centers for Disease
Control, Virginia has had more than
300 confirmed or probable cases of
swine flu, and two deaths from the

swine flu, including one in Arlington. A 27-
year-old Alexandria man, hospitalized
with a confirmed case of H1N1 flu, died
in June.

We suspect the actual number of
cases of swine flu in Virginia to be much
higher, given the example of other states, e.g.
Wisconsin, which reports more than 6,000
probably or confirmed cases of swine flu, but
just eight deaths.

Cases have spiked in Virginia in recent weeks
according to the Virginia Department of
Health, during a time when health officials say
anyone with flu symptoms of sore throat, fe-
ver and cough almost certainly is infected with
swine flu. The regular, seasonal flu is almost

unheard of this time of year. The CDC identi-
fies the level of infection in Virginia as “re-
gional,” with the level of infection in Mary-
land as “widespread.”

Overall, so far swine flu has been more mild
than feared, with most people recovering with-
out hospitalization. Seasonal flu, as differen-
tiated from swine flu, kills about 36,000 people
nationwide each year; about 1,000 people die
in Virginia each year from influenza and pneu-
monia.

The CDC is predicting that swine flu will
continue to spread through the summer and
into the fall and winter, and will be a signifi-
cant complicating factor when the seasonal
influenza strikes when the weather gets cold.

The CDC reports: “The novel H1N1
virus, in conjunction with regular sea-
sonal influenza viruses, poses the po-
tential to cause significant illness with
associated hospitalizations and deaths

during the U.S. influenza season.”
The primary method to avoid the spread of

the swine flu is to tell people who are sick to
stay home from work, keep sick children home
from school or camp. Call your doctor’s office,
let them know you have flu symptoms (fever,
cough, sore throat), so your doctor can deter-
mine if you would benefit from an antiviral
medication. People who have had the swine
flu are deemed contagious for seven days af-

ter the onset of symptoms, or until all symp-
toms have disappeared, whichever is longer.

All of our health in the coming year will de-
pend on people following the advice to stay
home if sick and seeking the right medical at-
tention from a doctor’s office, not the emer-
gency room.

But what about the millions of workers who
have no (or very limited) paid sick leave? What
about the millions of people who have no
health insurance and have no doctor to con-
sult by phone?

According to a new report from an advocacy
group, Health Care for America Now, In Vir-
ginia, about 12 percent of whites, 17 percent
of African Americans and 45 percent of Latinos
lack health insurance.

According to the National Partnership for
Women and Families, about half of workers
(excluding those who work for government)
have no paid sick leave.

The rest of us who are blessed with access
to health care and paid sick days are at risk as
other workers are under intense financial pres-
sure to go to work even when they are sick, or
their children are sick.

There are no simple answers, but it’s also
important to recognize the growing costs of
the status quo on health care.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Some Swine Flu Risks
If you’re sick, stay
home from work;
if the children are
sick, keep them
home from school.

See Letters,  Page 8

Letters to the Editor

Editorial

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

Snapshot
Schuyler Hamilton Jones Skate
Park, 1:48 p.m., July 20.

VDOT’s Monument
To Expediency
To the Editor:

There’s a paradigmal clock ticking toward
the 11th-hour climax of the Trojan Horse usur-

pation of Alexandria’s quality of life, and our
city council needs to pull the plug on it post-
haste.

In a few weeks, this usurpation will be com-
plete with the signing of a construction con-
tract between the Virginia Department of
Transportation and its Australian corporate
developer to extend high-occupancy toll lanes
into the I-395 corridor all the way past the
Pentagon. Mindful of that project’s impending
deleterious impact, the board of directors of
the multi-acre Parkfairfax condominium re-
cently passed a formal resolution of opposi-
tion.

We Parkfairfaxians know that the city coun-
cil has passed a resolution withholding sup-
port for the project. But, at this stage, that
document has all gums and no teeth. We know,
too, that a few council members share some
of our concerns about this most ill-advised
project in the history of Virginia’s transporta-
tion management.

What we need now is less lukewarm reac-
tion from council and more (sustained)
proaction. Specifically, I and a growing list of
other Alexandrians and Arlingtonians, ask that
council proceed with the following actions:

❖ Issue, as soon as possible, a council reso-
lution opposing any extension of the HOT lanes
inside the I-495 beltway;

❖ Join forces with the Arlington County
board of supervisors to formally demand im-
mediate cessation of the HOT lane project
within the affected inside-the-beltway commu-
nities (such as Fairlington, Parkfairfax,
Shirlington, North Ridge, Beverley Hills, and
Parc East);

❖ Authorize and direct Alexandria’s city at-
torney to undertake all appropriate legal ac-
tion, in coordination with all pertinent other
jurisdictions, to geld the stealthy HOT lane stal-
lion in its tracks;

❖ Mobilize and conduct periodic public hear-
ings on the council’s progress in helping us
resolve this issue in favor of sane/sound/safe
and economically sensible transportation man-
agement.

The hands of VDOT’s paradigmal clock have
approached 25 minutes to 11 o’clock (each
minute signifying a day’s worth of time left
for council to act on our behalf). How about
it, councilmembers: Who among you are bold
enough to add your signatures to the online
anti-HOT-lane petition at http://
w w w. p e t i t i o n o n l i n e . c o m / x h o t l a n e /
petition.html ?

Larry W. Bryant
Alexandria

Too HOT for
Seminary Hill
To the Editor:

Seminary Hill Association, Inc. (Seminary
Hill) shares the concerns raised about the pro-
posed I-95/I-395 HOT lanes in “In the HOT
Seat” (Gazette Packet, July 9, 2009) and joins
the Parkfairfax Condominium Unit Owners As-
sociation in its opposition to the I-395 HOT
Lanes Project.

Over the past five months, Seminary Hill has



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  July 23-29, 2009  ❖  7www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

ALEXANDRIA Pastry Shop & Cafe........703-578-4144
ATLANTIS PIZZA.................................703-671-0250
B & C JEWELERS ................................703-379-6010
BANNERS HALLMARK..........................703-820-4449
BATTERIES PLUS .................................703-575-7711
BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO ......................... 703-820-8820
BLUE RIBBON DRY CLEANING..............703-998-5118
BRADLEE BARBER SHOP ...................... 703-998-9830
BRADLEE DENTAL CARE.......................703-820-2273
BRADLEE FLORIST...............................703-379-6166

BRADLEE SHOE REPAIR........................703-931-9210
CAPITAL BAGEL BAKERY.......................703-379-6462
CHEVY CHASE BANK...........................703-998-6503
CHICKEN OUT...................................703-998-8802
DRESS BARN......................................703-379-4462
FOOT SOLUTIONS..............................703-931-3668
FOXY NAILS.......................................703-824-9292
GNC................................................703-578-4122
GIANT..............................................703-845-0851
GOLDEN DRAGON.............................703-575-8079
HAIR CUTTERY...................................703-998-9387
HARDWOOD ARTISANS.......................703-379-7299
KING STREET BACK & NECK................703-578-1900
KYOTO JAPANESE RESTAURANT.............703-379-8060
MIXERS’S ICE CREAM...........................703-671-4799
MCDONALD’S...................................703-379-0441
National Art & Framing...................703-998-5888
PALM BEACH TAN..............................703-933-0096
Potomac Paint & Design Center.....703-379-5800
PRO FEED.........................................703-820-3888
RITE AID...........................................703-931-7095
ROBCYNS..........................................703-379-7800
STARBUCKS........................................703-845-9563
SUBWAY............................................703-931-3700
SUNTRUST BANK...............................703-838-3280
TC UNISEX SALON.............................703-379-6397
U.S. POSTAL SERVICE......................1-800-275-8777
UNWINED.........................................703-820-8600
VIRGINIA ABC...................................703-845-6374
VIRGINIA VACUUMS...........................703-931-6100
WACHOVIA BANK..............................703-671-7523
WASHINGTON SPORTS CLUB...............703-933-3777

Everything You Need...in one
               Convenient Place.

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

Handcrafted hardwood furniture
for every room in your home.

www.hardwoodartisans.com

703-379-7299
• Customizable
• Made locally in Woodbridge
• Lifetime guarantee

Upgrades Galore!
And What a Location!

All major systems replaced!  Spacious 3
level Brick townhouse w/ garage, fireplace,

upgraded eat-in
kitchen, hardwood
floors, fenced in rear
patio backs to com-
mon area!  On busline,
minutes to I-395,
Beltway, Pentagon and
DC. Regular sale!

Alexandria City $420,000

 Call Cheryl Hanback
Long and Foster
703-864-4321

By Dr. Morton

Sherman

Alexandria Superintendent

of Schools

M
y father was a
m e c h a n i c
who never
graduated from

high school. He told his five sons,
“Choosing to be a mechanic is a
good thing, if you have the
choice.” He was right, and his ad-
vice still works today. We must
ensure that every child in our
schools has the choice to attend
college or follow a different path.
Only through high academic
achievement for all students can
we assure responsible and mean-
ingful choices. Let us not expect
less from some students; let us not
take away their life choices.

We use the term “at-promise” in
Alexandria City Public Schools to
describe children who have the
potential to achieve at a higher
rate than they are currently
achieving. Really, all children are
at-promise, because we, as educa-
tors, have made a promise to each
and every child that we will work
toward higher achievement for all,
from those who are most strug-
gling to those who are already
achieving at high levels. We prom-
ise to give each of them the tools
to achieve at their highest poten-
tial so that they have choices about
life.

To keep our promise, every
ACPS employee must feel respon-
sible for the success of every stu-
dent. This has not always been the
case. Systemically, we’ve been set
up to compartmentalize. A general
education teacher may feel that a
student receiving ELL or special
education services is the responsi-
bility of a specialized instructor. If
a student drops out, teachers may
feel they can no longer help. I’ve
said many times, “no blame, no
excuses.” We must move forward,

and this silo mentality
must change. All
teachers need the
tools and skills to feel
empowered to take
responsibility. They
need support, just as
our students need

support. We have made that prom-
ise to our teachers as well.

To achieve our goals, we must
recognize that teaching is central
to all we do. There is no such thing
as a born teacher. While some may
be naturally gifted, all teachers
need on-going professional devel-
opment to hone their skills. Teach-
ing is a science, or perhaps more
of an art, in which compassion,
intelligence, integrity and skill
must be combined with pedagogy
(methods of instruction) to
achieve maximum results. This
year and in the future, ACPS will
focus much more on meaningful
professional development to help
our new and experienced teach-
ers achieve at high levels. We will
also focus on evaluation. Although
we do not have the option of giv-
ing up on an unmotivated child,
we will assist any teacher or ad-
ministrator, who does not fully
believe in the potential of every
child, in finding a position else-
where.

When my family moved to New
York many years ago, my oldest
daughter quickly learned that she
would need to make the swim
team in order to hang out with the
“cool kids.” She had never partici-
pated on a swim team before, and
this school had won the State
championships eight years in a
row. Still, she tried. And when she
finished her try-out, completely
out-of-breath and exhausted, the
coach approached her and said,
“You keep swimming like that and
you could make the Olympics.” He
could see that she needed extra
help, but he also saw her poten

Keeping Promises
Opinion

See Keeping,  Page 12



8  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  July 23-29, 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

From Page 6

Letters

See Letters,  Page 12

expressed its objections at two
VDOT Public Hearings, at an Al-
exandria Transportation Commis-
sion Public Hearing, and before
the Alexandria City Council. Our
position and concerns are summa-
rized below:

❖ Seminary Hill opposes any off-
ramps onto Seminary Road. Semi-
nary Road is a residential street
that runs through the heart of
Seminary Hill and connects with
other residential streets — Jordan,
Howard, Braddock, Fort Williams,
Quaker and Janney’s — all of
which would likely become cut-
through routes through our neigh-
borhoods. We oppose such a ramp
even if it is initially designated as
transit- or bus-only. Once built,
there would always be the poten-
tial for it to be opened up to cars.

❖ We oppose the construction
of a transit station in the middle
of the Seminary Road interchange
— this makes no sense.

❖ The proposed changes to the
Shirlington circle with so many
additional traffic signals are very
troubling. This is a complicated
interchange that actually works
very well as it is today, with only
one traffic signal — why mess it
up?

❖ We question the wisdom in

taking one of the most, if not the
most, successful carpool projects
in the country and risking compro-
mising its success.

❖ We question the wisdom of
extending HOV or HOT lanes from
so far south heading north onto I-
395. This sends the wrong mes-
sage — live as far away as
Massaponax and VDOT will make
it easier for you to commute by car
into one of the most congested
traffic situations in the country.
And once HOV or HOT lanes are
built all the way to Massaponax,
it is sure to invite more residen-
tial development all along the way,
which will only lead to more traf-
fic headed in our direction, and
toward the 14th Street Bridge.

❖ We have safety concerns with
the narrow widths proposed for
some of the lanes and shoulders,
and their impact on the number
of accidents and response times.

❖ We are concerned about vi-
sual pollution. VDOT has spoken
of extensive new signage  — how
many signs? Where? What would
they look like?

❖ We are concerned about the
proposed sound walls which, on
VDOT’s maps, line both sides of
virtually every foot of I-395 be-
tween Seminary and Quaker. How
effective will they be? Will I-395

be made as ugly as what is already
being done to the beltway?

❖ We are concerned about how
many trees will be lost.

❖ We are concerned about the
revenue/penalty structure for the
entity that would operate the HOT
lanes. I was told by VDOT that
unlike the beltway HOT lanes, the
I-95/I-395 proposed HOT lanes
would not include penalties to be
paid to the operator in the event
that the HOT lanes do not gener-
ate sufficient toll revenue. If the I-
95/I-395 HOT Lanes proposal
moves forward, we must make
certain that this is the case — if
(when) gas prices return to $4/
gallon or more and people get out
of their cars, whether HOV or HOT
vehicles, Virginia taxpayers should
not bear the risk of what the op-
erator deems to be insufficient rev-
enue.

❖ What will happen to all of the
vehicles as they approach the Pen-
tagon and the 14th Street Bridge?
Where will they go? Recent news
reports state that I-395 at the 14th
Street Bridge is the most con-
gested traffic area in Northern Vir-
ginia. VDOT clearly has not ad-
dressed this adequately.

Most of these issues were raised
at Seminary Hill’s Board or Direc-
tors meeting this past March,

when representatives of VDOT and
the proposed operators, Fluor and
Transurban, were present. We did
not receive satisfactory or mean-
ingful answers to our questions.

The construction of HOT lanes
on I-395 would offer no benefit to
residents of Alexandria, yet we
would bear many costs in the in-
terest of encouraging people to
commute from much too far away
into what is already a terribly con-
gested area.

Joanne Lepanto
President

Seminary Hill Association, Inc.

Source on
Flounder?
To the Editor:

In the article “Raising the Roof”
by Michael Lee Pope there were
two obvious errors that should not
have escaped your review before
going to print. For anyone famil-
iar with Alexandria’s history will
know that there are a multitude
of “flounder” houses built during
the early days of the city and for
very basic reasons. When one
bought land from Mr. Alexander
it was determined that the buyer
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As an Eagle Scout, Zac
Stewart designed a beauti-
fication project for
Monticello Park. He devel-
oped plans to rebuild and
update the sign board at
the entrance of the park, to
remove brush, ivy and
debris; to plant trees and
shrubs, and to repair
several foot paths. On Dec.
6, of last year, Zak and a
squad of youth from Boy
Scout Troop 129, along
with approximately 50
other volunteers executed
Zac’s plans. All of the
planned projects were
completed including the
planting of 50 plus oak
saplings.

People

T
he Alexandria Park and Recreation Commission presented
its 2009 CIVIC Awards earlier this month. The annual
awards program recognizes the volunteer efforts of
residents who are involved in their communities by

helping to meet recreation, park, or cultural needs.

Making a Difference

Jeff Murphy has been
involved as a volunteer
youth and high school
rugby coach since the late
1990s and is a former
president of the Alexan-
dria Rugby Club. He was
the driving force behind
the creation of the Recre-
ation Department’s non-
contact youth rugby pro-
gram that began play in
2003. In 2004, Murphy
established a rugby pro-
gram at T.C. Williams High
School and he recently led
the boys’ rugby team to
the Virginia Division 2
State Championship. He
also serves as a member of
the Youth Sports Advisory
Board.

Maureen Dugan, president of the Old Town/Hunting
Creek Civic Association, was commended for convincing
the City, VDOT and the Woodrow Wilson Task Force to
turn the overgrown, formerly crime ridden space at the
end of Church Street into a large planting area. Dugan
also successfully spearheaded efforts to add plantings in
other space on and around Church and Patrick Streets.

Susan Miranda  — Rob-
ert Delgado President of
the TRCA accepted the
award on her behalf —
led the efforts of the
Taylor Run Citizens
Association’s weekly
park clean-up events for
the past three years. Her
dedication to this event
made a difference in the
overall beautification
and maintenance of the
Chinquapin and Angel
parks.

Matthew Harwood has served
on the Alexandria Commis-
sion for the Arts since 2006
and is chair of the Public Art
Committee. Under his leader-
ship, the committee has taken
an active role in advancing
public art in the City includ-
ing revising the City’s 20
year-old policy on Acquired
Art. He coordinated the
Chinquapin Soft Playroom
Mural Project and served on
the selection panels for three
significant public art
projects: Charles Houston
Memorial Public Art Project,
Police Memorial and
Freedmen’s Cemetery.

Brian P. Donegan has been
a seven-year volunteer for
the Alexandria Lacrosse
Club. He began as a coach
for girls’ lacrosse. He knew
very little about lacrosse
when he agreed to serve as
a volunteer lacrosse coach.
He brought some books
and quickly learned the
game through lots of study-
ing and by practice. He has
served as the Commis-
sioner for girls’ lacrosse
and currently is the Com-
mission for the Alexandria
lacrosse Club and a mem-
ber of the Youth Sports
Advisory Board.

From Page 5

Davis. “If we could get a seat at the table
with Secretary Nepolitano, we would con-
sider that a huge victory.”

The religious leaders also pressed the
senatorial proxies for greater accountabil-
ity from the United States Citizenship and
Immigration Service on processing citizen-
ship, permanent residency and asylum ap-
plications form families in Northern Vir-
ginia. The audience gasped in disbelief
when one woman explained that she wasn’t
able to attend the funeral of her son in In-
donesia because she was told she would not
be able to return to the United States. Kaine
agreed that the woman deserved better.

Faith Groups Support Expanding Dental Coverage
“How hard is it?” the governor asked, his

voice cracking with emotion. “It’s not that
hard.”

SINCE ITS CREATION in October, the
multi-faith organization has been pushing
for a number of specific action items across
the political spectrum. Earlier this year it
was able to persuade elected officials in
Alexandria and Fairfax County to maintain
funding levels for affordable housing and
expand dental coverage locally through the
Northern Virginia Dental Clinic. In the fu-
ture, VOICE leaders say, they would like to
meet with U.S. Department of Homeland
Security Secretary Janet Napolitano to press

for speedier processing of applications for
citizenship, green cards and political asy-
lum. In the future, the group plans on press-
ing for more funding for open-enrollment
English classes at community centers.

“A lot of people say that immigrants don’t
want to learn the language, but I can tell
you that many of them do but they can’t
get into a class,” said Davis. “There is a lot
of demand for these classes, and we hear
from many people who say the classes fill
up almost as soon as they’re offered.”

VOICE was founded on Oct. 5, 2008 as a
multi-faith, multi-racial, non-partisan coa-
lition of religious organizations seeking so-
cial justice. Participating groups include a

wide range of the Northern Virginia reli-
gious community, and has grown from 40
member organizations to 48 since it was
created. Leaders say the focus of the group
is to advocate for low-income residents of
Northern Virginia — specifically on issues
pertaining to affordable housing, immigra-
tion and health care.

“VOICE has shown we are willing and able
to use our power network with elected offi-
cials to craft solutions to improve the lives
of all our families and communities,” said
Leonard Hamlin, one of the chief clergy
leaders of the organization. “It is in times
like these that we need to stand up with
the most vulnerable.”

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette
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for probably as long as you’ve
lived in Alex. My wife and I grew
up here. I’m a finish carpenter
w/28 yrs. experience.
My work is meticulous, and I

take great pride in completing
jobs on time, and on budget. Let
me give you a quote on that

project or repair you’re thinking about. My prices are reflective of the times.

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works
Licensed • Bonded • Insured.

References Upon Request.
Cell: 703.403.2994   Ofc: 703.684.5215

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

I’m Phillip Norris - Your Alex Neighbor

703-966-6062
Steve Deleyiannis

BEST VALUE IN MT. VERNON!
OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

2216 Creek Dr., Alexandria, VA  22308
Remodeled Large 2 Car Garage Colonial
On Treed Cul De Sac Lot.  Over 3300
Sq. Ft., New Appliances, Heating And
Central Air, 2 Levels Of Hardwood Floors
And Much More. Master Bedroom Suite
With Walk In Closets And Sitting Room
With Fireplace. $625,000

6225 Brandon Ave. , Suite 170
 Springfield, VA  22150

Owned and operated by NRT, LLC FX 7101660

Home Sales

Copyright 2009 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

To search for a home online, visit www.HomesDatabase.com.

June 2009

$1,200,000 ~ $420,000

Address ................................ BR FB HB . Postal City .. Sold Price .. Type ........ Lot AC ........................ Subdivision
104 QUEEN ST .............................. 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,200,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ............................QUEENS ROW
4028 MOSS PL .............................. 5 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,140,000 ... Detached ....... 0.31 ...................... SEMINARY RIDGE
502 UPLAND PL ............................ 5 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,125,000 ... Detached ....... 0.11 .. GEORGE WASHINGTON PARK
314 FAIRFAX ST S ......................... 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,100,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.06 ................................ OLD TOWN
319 PRINCE ST ............................. 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,100,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 ................................ OLD TOWN
712 POTOMAC ST ........................ 3 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,025,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ..................... BACKYARD BOATS
810 RIVERGATE PL ....................... 3 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,020,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ................................ RIVERGATE
1250 WASHINGTON ST S #311 ... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $975,000 ... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ...................... PORTO VECCHIO
104 MAPLE ST E ........................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $935,000 ... Detached ....... 0.10 ...................... ROSEMONT PARK
4909 JOHN TICER DR .................. 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $900,000 ... Detached ....... 0.08 .................. CAMERON STATION
3521 SAYLOR PL ........................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $870,000 ... Detached ....... 0.46 ........ QUAKER LANE/STERLING
11 WALNUT ST E .......................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $849,000 ... Detached ....... 0.10 ...................... ROSEMONT PARK
713 GIBBON ST ............................ 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $822,500 ... Townhouse .... 0.08 ............................ GIBBON ROW
711 GIBBON ST ............................ 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $822,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ............................... GOLDFARBS
724 GIBBON ST ............................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $821,500 ... Townhouse .... 0.07 ............................... GOLDFARBS
100 BRADDOCK RD W ................. 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $817,500 ... Detached ....... 0.22 ............................... ROSEMONT
1702 MAPLE HILL PL .................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $800,000 ... Detached ....... 0.10 ............................... MAPLE HILL
410 PITT ST S ............................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $795,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ................................ OLD TOWN
1127 BAYLISS DR ......................... 5 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $793,775 ... Detached ....... 0.18 ................................ TUCKAHOE
16 ROSECREST AVE ..................... 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $780,500 ... Detached ....... 0.14 ............................... ROSECREST
1200 SAINT STEPHENS RD .......... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $780,000 ... Detached ....... 0.46 ...................... SEMINARY RIDGE
16 MYRTLE ST W .......................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $775,000 ... Detached ....... 0.10 ............................... ROSEMONT
1230 ROUNDHOUSE LN ............... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $758,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 ................. OLD TOWN VILLAGE
421 CAMERON ST ........................ 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $749,500 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 ................................ PITT MEWS
904 OVERLOOK DR N ................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $738,000 ... Detached ....... 0.15 .......................... BEVERLY HILLS
2101 COMMONWEALTH AVE ...... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $727,500 ... Detached ....... 0.13 ..................................... DEL RAY
310 FAYETTE ST N ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $714,900 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ............................ PARKER GRAY
126 HARVARD ST ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $685,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ................................ OLD TOWN
1 MASONIC VIEW AVE W ............. 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $680,000 ... Detached ....... 0.11 ............................ TEMPLE PARK
5014 GARDNER DR ...................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $670,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 .................. CAMERON STATION
526 COLUMBUS ST N #2 ............. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $668,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ................................ OLD TOWN
111 RAYMOND AVE ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $663,000 ... Detached ....... 0.12 ..................................... DEL RAY
2602 CENTRAL AVE ...................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $660,000 ... Detached ....... 0.13 ............... BRADDOCK HEIGHTS
526 TENNESSEE AVE ................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $660,000 ... Detached ....... 0.19 .......................... BEVERLY HILLS
722 LEE ST S ................................ 2 ... 1 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $659,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ....................... YATES GARDENS
2426 GRETTER PL ........................ 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $655,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.09 ............................... STONEGATE
1102 TRINITY DR ......................... 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $650,000 ... Detached ....... 0.19 .......................... COLLEGE PARK
906 CRESCENT DR ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $642,000 ... Detached ....... 0.18 .......................... BEVERLY HILLS
2715 HEMLOCK AVE .................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $640,000 ... Detached ....... 0.09 ....................... GROVES/MT IDA
2600 LESLIE AVE .......................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $636,000 ... Detached ....... 0.14 ..................................... DEL RAY
607 SAINT ASAPH ST #13 ........... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $625,000 ... Townhouse .............................. PORTNER BREWERY
306 ASPEN PL ............................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $620,000 ... Detached ....... 0.28 .......................... BEVERLY HILLS
508 TENNESSEE AVE ................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $613,000 ... Detached ....... 0.13 .......................... BEVERLY HILLS
279 MURTHA ST ........................... 4 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $610,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .................. CAMERON STATION
213 LAVERNE AVE ........................ 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $610,000 ... Detached ....... 0.14 ..................................... DEL RAY
2930 VIEWPOINT RD ................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $599,990 ... Detached ....... 0.18 ......................................CLOVER
418 QUEEN ST .............................. 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $599,000 ... Detached ....... 0.02 ................................ OLD TOWN
5128 KNAPP PL ............................. 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $595,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .................. CAMERON STATION
916 JUNIPER PL ........................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $585,000 ... Detached ....... 0.21 .............................BELLE WOOD
1123 PORTNER RD ....................... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $585,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 .................... VIRGINIA VILLAGE
2433 RIDGE ROAD DR ................. 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $575,000 ... Detached ....... 0.16 ............... BRADDOCK HEIGHTS
2615 GADSBY PL .......................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $575,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ............................... STONEGATE
1110 ABINGDON DR W ................ 2 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $574,900 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 ............................ NETHERGATE
5010 GRIMM DR ........................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $572,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .................. CAMERON STATION
1206 MICHIGAN CT ..................... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $569,900 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 ............................ NETHERGATE
4630 KEMP CT .............................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $565,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ............................... STONEGATE
1037 PITT ST N ............................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $565,000 ... Townhouse ............... WATERGATE OF ALEXANDRIA
253 MEDLOCK LN ........................ 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $560,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 .................. CAMERON STATION
305 ROYAL ST .............................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $560,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ................................ OLD TOWN
314 ALFRED ST S ......................... 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $557,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 ...................... BURGES SQUARE
2122 EARLY ST N ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $555,000 ... Detached ....... 0.18 ...................... BRADLEE HOMES
112 MONROE AVE W ................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $550,000 ... Detached ....... 0.15 ..................................... DEL RAY
1241 PORTNER RD ....................... 2 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $550,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 ............................ NETHERGATE
704 LITTLE ST #A ........................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $544,000 ... Duplex .......... 0.07 ............................ TEMPLE PARK
811 GREEN ST .............................. 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $543,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .......................HUNTING CREEK
311 PAYNE ST N ........................... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $540,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ................................ OLD TOWN
4920 GARDNER DR ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $539,900 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .................. CAMERON STATION
5032 GRIMM DR ........................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $539,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .................. CAMERON STATION
716 NORFOLK LN #70 ................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $539,000 ... Townhouse .............................. OLD TOWN GREENS
309 HOLLAND LN #115 ............... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $538,750 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ........................... THE ROYALTON
3923 COURTLAND CIR ................. 3 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $530,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ............................... SUNNYSIDE
431 PATRICK ST N ........................ 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $530,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ... PARKER GRAY HISTORIC DIST
3831 DOMINION MILL DR ........... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $528,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 .. TOWNES AT CAMERON PARKE
462 UNION ST S #2 ..................... 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $525,000 ... Townhouse ..........................................HARBORSIDE
1115 CAMERON STREET S#210 . 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $520,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ..... PRESCOTT CONDOMINIUMS
1005 DUKE ST .............................. 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $517,000 ... Attach/Row Hse ..................................... OLD TOWN
5065 MINDA CT ............................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $505,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 .................. CAMERON STATION
120 MEADOWS LN ....................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $500,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 . TOWNES AT CAMERON PARKE
601 WILKES ST #403 ................... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $500,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ........................ TANNERY HOUSE
2736 FRANKLIN CT ...................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $495,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ............................. CHAPEL HILL
270 CAMERON STATION BLVD .... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $495,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 .................. CAMERON STATION
1212 PRINCESS ST ....................... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $495,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ................................ OLD TOWN
925 ORONOCO ST ........................ 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $489,900 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ... PARKER GRAY HISTORIC DIST
100 SANBORN PL ......................... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $480,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 ......................... MT VERNON CT
2121 JAMIESON AVE #801 .......... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $477,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ....................... CARLYLE TOWERS
200 RAYMOND AVE E ................... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $475,000 ... Detached ....... 0.12 ..................................... DEL RAY
2404 RANDOLPH AVE .................. 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $460,000 ... Detached ....... 0.08 ..................................... DEL RAY
607 PELHAM ST N ........................ 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $460,000 ... Detached ....... 0.21 .............................. BROOKVILLE
1213 QUAKER HILL DR ................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $460,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ............................ QUAKER HILL
445 CAMERON STATION BLVD#3 .... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $459,000 ... Townhouse ............................... CAMERON STATION
43 HERBERT ST ............................ 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $444,500 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ................... LAND OF HERBERT
18A MASONIC VIEW AVE E .......... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $440,000 ... Duplex .......... 0.06 ............................... ROSEMONT
2945 HICKORY ST ........................ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $439,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ................... WARWICK VILLAGE
227 GUTHRIE AVE ........................ 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $438,000 ... Attach/Row Hse . 0.04 ................... WARWICK VILLAGE
5807 PEARSON LN ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $437,500 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ..................... SUMMERS GROVE
293 CAMERON STATION BLVD#501 .. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $437,500 ... Townhouse ............................... CAMERON STATION
1745 CLIFF ST N #1745 ............... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $435,000 ... Townhouse ..................................... CLIFF GARDENS
3838 DOMINION MILL DR ........... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $435,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .. TOWNES AT CAMERON PARKE
2953 SYCAMORE ST ..................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $430,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ................... WARWICK VILLAGE
202 BURGESS AVE ........................ 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $429,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.09 ................... WARWICK VILLAGE
5081 DONOVAN DR #184 ............ 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $427,500 ... Townhouse ............................... CAMERON STATION
5834 COWLING CT ....................... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $425,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.02 ..................... SUMMERS GROVE
6026 MORGAN CT ........................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $420,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 .............. BEAUREGARD MANOR
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$2 off for a foursome
with this coupon

Expires 8/31/2009

$1 off a Jumbo Bucket
with this coupon

Expires 8/31/2009

11801 Leesburg Pike,
Herndon, VA

•Softball/Baseball Batting Cages
•Bermuda Grass Tees

•Lessons by PGA Professionals

703•430•8337
www.woodysgolf.com

Owned & Operated by
Woody Fitzhugh

 Former PGA TOUR player

Old Town
THE ‘BIG FRIDGE’ LIVES -
Maybe it’s the summer doldrums.
Or something in the water. Even
the fact that ‘Towners’ by the
droves are leaving for vacation
breaks to anywhere and every-
where.

I don’t know. But I do know that
finding myself (once again) writ-
ing about the world’s most expen-
sive ice box doesn’t make it. Or,
putting it another way, there must
be something more important to
write about than the land’s most
expensive refrigerator.

But I’m doing it. You may recall
we told you last winter about a
well-meaning but grandiose plan
to “spruce up” the 200-year-old
plus ice well beneath the sidewalk
lining Gadsby’s Tavern at Cameron
and N. Royal St. Briefly, the plan
would expand the ice well — vir-
tually unchanged since 1793 —
into a mini-museum, open to all.
Why, you might ask, is this neces-
sary when so many of our archi-
tectural masterpieces are crying
out for restoration and preserva-
tion funding to survive?

Opponents didn’t necessarily
trash the idea of highlighting the
ice well as an important artifact
of our living history. But they won-
dered at the time why we should
consider spending $300,000 or

more funded through grants and
donations to make the ice well a
“better visitor experience” for
those stopping by the glorious and
important Gadsby’s Tavern, where
George Washington was known to
have quaffed a pint or two from
time to time. The original ice well
has changed little over the years.

Groups such as the Historic Al-
exandria Foundation and the Old
Town Civic Association opposed
the “spruce up” plan as too large,
obtrusive and expensive. As I write
this I’m sifting through six pages
of comments from ‘Towners sent
to the Board of Architectural Re-
view opposing the plan as pre-
sented to the BAR last winter.
Since then and in the face of the
opposition, it has been scaled back
— but not all that much. Listen to
only two of the dozens of letters
to the BAR:

R. Hackney Weigmann of
Cameron St.: “The creation of an
amphitheater stairwell ... is, in my
opinion, inconsistent with Old
Town’s historic character. In addi-
tion, I believe that the amphithe-
ater design is a safety hazard for
pedestrians who regularly walk by
the corner of Cameron and Royal
Sts., including my family ....” Allan
Gruer of Princess St. saw it this
way: “We should not tinker with
historic modification using a
‘Busch Garden’ approach that is

architecturally visible from the
street.”

Your friendly Old Town corre-
spondent was truly impressed with
the range and passion of those
folks who took the time to offer
their views to the BAR. The other
night our BAR voted 5-0 to go
ahead with plans for the proposed
changes in the Gadsby’s ice well.

Too bad!

SCORE ONE FOR THE COP-
PERS - Our friend Poul Hertel,
president of the Old Town Civic
Association, put it this way last
week: “Copper caper solved ....”

OTCA had alerted us this sum-
mer of a new crime wave hitting
Old Town, a spate of brazen thefts
of copper gutters and down spouts
from homes here, some in day-
light, by persons who appeared to
be working as contractors. Our
keen-eyed copper stoppers
stepped up their surveillance im-
mediately after we alerted them to
this brazen violation of our cop-
per safety. Detectives were con-
ducting surveillance on a suspect
the other day in the 900 block of
S. Columbus St. and nabbed him
in the act. The suspect was ar-
rested and confessed (fessed up)
to all of the thefts.

Copper caper solved by the cop-
pers! Gutterswipe in custody.

— Bob Feldkamp

Neighborhoods

From Page 8

Letters to the Editor

must build and occupy a two-
story two-room house within two
years or the land would revert to
the seller. A flounder house is an
old English concept when lots
were small and the original buyer
could not afford a larger house at
the time of purchase. The floun-
der was built back from the street
to allow a later more square addi-
tion to be constructed facing on
the street.

A flounder was usually built
with a tall, windowless back wall
on the property line so there
would be yard access for the later
building. The roof would be slop-
ing towards the yard. No windows
in the back wall so that the neigh-
bors would have some privacy. The
concept furthered by the author,
Mr. Pope, that the reason the build-
ing was call a flounder was be-
cause of the windows on the front
side is completely erroneous and
show his complete misunderstand-
ing about the fish called the floun-
der. The flounder is completely flat
on one side and is known as a bot-
tom feeder thus the flat side of a
flounder building. Our ancestors
were more knowledgeable about
the construction of fish than those
of our younger generations of to-
day.

In addition I believe that the
photo does not go with the cap-
tion accompanying the story on
page 3. The photo appears to be a
public or city hall event while the
caption leads one to believe it as
being the flounder building in
question.

Norm Hatch
Alexandria

Editor's Note: The source on the
use of the word “flounder” was the
late Peter Smith, who served for 18
years as the principal staff member
of the Old Town Board of Architec-
tural Review. He delivered this ex-
planation during the City Council’s
consideration of Zarlenga’s appeal.

Matter
Of Trust
To the Editor:

As I read this article [“Raising
the Roof,” Gazette Packet, July 9,
2009], and got lost in the details
of section codes, appraisals, staff
meetings, architectural review,
preservation dictates, all I could
think about was ... how could any-
one trust Zarlenga after he has so
flagrantly and blatantly disre-
garded the character and spirit of
Old Town.  To me, this goes be-

yond the look and preservation of
buildings, it is the respect one has
for this community and its heri-
tage. This is a special urban loca-
tion, that holds neighbors in high
regard and respect. Clearly
Zarlenga does not and should not
be given the city’s trust or respect
to adhere to any agreed change to
a building.

Ivy Whitlatch
Alexandria

From Page 7

tial and took her on and
helped her make the varsity
team. My daughter had the
guts and self-esteem to try
out for the team because
she’d been encouraged all her
life to reach for the stars. This
coach saw promise in her,
welcomed her, and continued
that positive boost. She was
surrounded by caring adults
who said, “This is important,
you can do it, we won’t give
up on you.” Don’t all of our
students and teachers de-
serve that?

Keeping
Promises
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

When Yorkies Come to Town
 International
YorkieTalk Meetup
Comes to Alexandria.

Maggie takes a stroll through the
lobby of the Sheraton Suites.

Daisy is accompanied by Lea
Moelk.

Maggie and Cory Ciampa. Bubba looks around to see who is
to be joining him in the park.

Roxie heads back to the elevators
to change her dress for playtime in
the park.

Emmett and Cindy Hice

By Erica Kicak-Vanderhoeven

The Gazette

I
t was a friendly atmosphere as online
pals finally met up in person, intro-
ducing themselves by their screen
names, except for the occasional in-

terruptions of yaps, snuffles, and cries of
“what are you doing? Come back here!”
About 70 humans and more than 100 silky
Yorkshire Terriers met at Sheraton Suites
Old Town on North St. Asaph Street over
the weekend for the International
YorkieTalk Meetup.

FROM THURSDAY to Sunday, they came
from as far away as Arizona and Canada —
mostly middle-aged ladies — with their 7-
pound blue and gold Yorkies strapped to
their arms, some carrying them in rolling
baskets and even Barbie totes.

The weekend’s events began with a
Doggie Happy Hour with dog treats and
appetizers followed by a Doggie Cruise on
Thursday evening. Other highlights were
Q&A sessions and the fashion show on Sat-
urday. The catwalk featured female Yorkies
in everything from an purple and gold LSU
cheerleader’s outfit to lacy gowns complete
with accessories from doggie boutiques.
“Macho” male Yorkies modeled outfits from
green army camouflage, complete with cus-
tom dog tags, to more dapper dogs in black
and white miniature tuxedos. There was
even an owner/dog pair in matching orange
and black, tiger print dresses.

Some ladies took dog training seminars
called agility for dogs. Some were excited
by the chance to learn more about their fa-
vorite breed.

“I thought this would be a great place to
learn more about Yorkies,” said Margie of
Clinton, Md., who has owned her Yorkie,
Mimi, for 17 months. Others wanted the
chance to meet in person with those they’d
connected with so much online. “We’ve been
through a lot,” says Bo, from Havre de
Grace, Md., who came with her “babies” —
Hotrod and Maggie Mae — of the members
of the YorkieTalk forum. “He went through
surgery. Everyone’s been so supportive. I’ve
just cried on everyone’s shoulders.”

YORKIETALK posts can be about basic dog
care questions to general discussions about
anything — even non-canine topics like
decorating and reality TV. Breeders go onto
YorkieTalk to find homes for their litters.
Many of the Yorkies at the Meetup were
actually related. An important feature of the
forum is doing rescues of Yorkies in shel-
ters.

“I posted about a dog on dogfinder in
Texas, who was blind in one eye and she
was actually adopted by someone on
YorkieTalk,” said Renata, from Des Moines,
Iowa. “I have a lot of posts,” she says with a
laugh, “probably more than anyone in this
room.”

This year was YorkieTalk’s second-annual

meetup. Participants were very pleased with
the location. “I love this area. It’s so nice.
Every store is so dog friendly,” said Kelli,
who came down from Buffalo, NY, with her
sister and their two Yorkies.

To join the forum or to learn more, go to
www.yorkietalk.com.

Have you passed by Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum hundreds of times and never gone
in? Take this opportunity and experience
life in the 18th century, as well as learn
about the educational volunteer opportu-
nities at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum on Sat-
urday, Aug. 1, from 1-5 p.m. at Gadsby’s
Tavern Day. Admission is free.

Tavern Day Open House at Gadsby’s Tav-
ern Museum will feature continuous tours
of the historic site by costumed guides, the
opportunity to learn to dance like George
and Martha Washington, and much more.
This year’s highlights include enlightening
18th-century science experiments con-
ducted in the Assembly Room. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Combine this with the
Friendship Firehouse Festival and have a
great day in Old Town Alexandria.

As America began as a nation during the
late 18th century and emerged in the 19th
century, Gadsby’s Tavern was the center of
social and political life in Alexandria as well
as the new Federal City of Washington.  The
tavern served as the premier gathering place
for residents — including George Washing-
ton — and visitors to eat, drink, learn, and
influence history.  Tavern keepers John Wise
and John Gadsby hosted balls, perfor-
mances, and meetings, and their accommo-
dations were known as the best by travel-
ers near and far.

Gadsby’s Tavern Museum is located at 134
North Royal Street in the heart of Old Town
Alexandria and is owned and operated by
the City of Alexandria. Call 703-838-4242
or visit www.gadsbystavern.org.

Tavern Day Is at
Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum Aug. 1
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Come Taste the Difference
Bradlee Shopping Center

3690J King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

703.820.8600
www.unwinedva.com
Open 7 Days a Week

Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday 12-5 p.m.

FRIDAY NIGHT WINE TASTING
Stop by to taste a line-up of wines from Le Marche

and the Adriatic Coast of Italy, from producer
Santa Barbara. All wines are made from Verdicchio
and Montepulciano grapes, and offer a wide range

of styles and pricepoints. Reservations are not
required and admission is free.

Friday July 24th with Bill McKenney
of Michael Downey Selections, 6-8pm

See "Bard",  Page 19

Theatre

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

I
t is always a pleasure to find
a theater company that
stretches its reach, giving art-

ists challenges and, at the same
time, audiences a fresh look at
some familiar works. With a new
view of Shakespeare’s “Hamlet,”
Arlington-based Firebelly Produc-
tions continues to meet its mission
of giving young performers and
designers meaty material on which
to cut their teeth, but the results
don’t give audiences a lot of new
insight into a classic work.

Did they reach a bit too far? No.
Not really. They manage to provide
a clear and consistently watchable
presentation of a complex and
convoluted story, but they don’t
add a lot to one of the theater’s
most oft-produced dramas.

Video Added to the Bard
Firebelly
augments
Hamlet with
camera, screen.

John Bonner (center) of Chantilly plays an easy-to-follow
young Hamlet.

“Hamlet” has been something of
a staple for quite a few centuries
now. First penned at the start of
the 17th century (or perhaps even
the end of the 16th) the story of
the prince of Denmark who feigns
madness in order to unmask his
father’s killer has been on local
stages multiple times in recent sea-
sons, many with satisfying produc-
tions and some with stunning
ones.

Firebelly’s is more a middling

one. Lead actor John Bonner of
Chantilly makes an easy-to-follow
young Hamlet driven by a thirst
for revenge when his uncle
Claudius murders his father the
King and marries his mother,
Queen Gertrude. The King may be
dead before the play begins, but
Matthew Friedman stalks the ram-
parts as his ghost before re-appear-
ing in the role of one of Hamlet’s
famous friends as one half of the
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Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 13)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

Christ the Saviour Anglican Church
Invites You To Our

3rd Annual Blue Grass Sunday in the Park
July 26, 2009

Gospel Worship Service at 11:00 am
in Pavilion D at Fort Hunt Park

(Rain or Shine)
Be our Guests at the Family Picnic

following the service
Music by Heaven’s Mountain Band

of Staunton Virginia
Bring Your Lawn Chairs

Calendar

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Pho-
tos and artwork are encouraged. Deadline
is Thursday at noon for the following week’s
paper. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-917-6407
with questions.

ONGOING

NOW THROUGH LABOR DAY
Michael Jackson’s Patent and

Trademarks. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Open
exhibit of Michael Jackson’s patent and
trademarks. At the National Inventors
Hall of Fame and Museum, Madison
Building, 600 Dulaney Street,
Alexandria, in the atrium. Call 571-
272-0095.

The Third Annual Alexandria Film
Festival is soliciting entries from U.S.
and international filmmakers. The
festival will be held Sept. 24–27 at the
George Washington Memorial Masonic
Temple. This year, the Film Festival is
partnering with Withoutabox, the film
industry’s premier online service
platform. To submit your film online,
visit www.withoutabox.com/login/
7816. All entries submitted through
Withoutabox will receive an additional
discount. For more information or to
obtain entry forms and submission
guidelines, visit
www.alexandriafilm.org. Call 703-838-
6348.

THURSDAY/JULY 23
Music at Twilight Concert. 7:30 p.m.

The Alexandria Harmonizers
(Barbershop) will perform. At Fort
Ward Park, 4301 W. Braddock Rd.
Concerts are cancelled in the event of
inclement weather and subject to
change without notice. Call the Special
Events Hotline at 703-883-4686 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

Cocktails and Conversation. 6-8 p.m.

$35/person.  Led by The Protocol
School of Washington-certified
Susanna Theo, the program focuses on
artful conversation skills for business/
social networking.  Discussion will
include the do’s and don’ts of positive
conversation; how to correctly handle
food and drink while networking; and
answer questions like “how can one
back away form the incessant talker.”
At Indigo Landing Restaurant, 1
Marine Drive, Alexandria. Contact
Katherine Turner at
turnerk@indigolanding.com or 703-
548-9227.

Bob Brown Puppets. 3:30 p.m.

Presents “Old MacDonald’s Farm.”
Recommended for children ages 2 &
up. At Barrett Library, 717 Queen St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-838-4555, ext. 3.

FRIDAY/JULY 24
Ms. Virginia Senior America

Pageant. 2-4 p.m. Free admission but
suggested donation of $10. Contestants
are Diane Roberts of Staunton, Sue
Athanas of Virginia Beach, Charlotte
Allen of Falls Church, Maureen Ribble
of Alexandria, Joan Phillips of Roanoke
and Judith Mudd-Krijgelmans of
Reston. The pageant will be co-hosted

by Pinky O’Neil of Reston and Jim
Seeley of Mt. Vernon. At the Lee
Center Kauffman Auditorium, 1108
Jefferson St., Alexandria. The winner
of Friday’s pageant in Alexandria will
compete for the title of ‘Ms. Senior
America’ in Atlantic City.  Call 703-
425-7258 or go to
www.msvirginiasenior.com.

Pablo Antonio y La Firma. 7:30-8:30
p.m. 13-piece Latin band specializing
in salsa, cumbia, bachata, regaeton and
merengue. Performing as part of the
Mt. Vernon Nights summer concert. At
Grist Mill Park, 4710 Mt. Vernon
Memorial Hwy., Alexandria. Concerts
are cancelled if it is raining. If there is
a threat of bad weather, call 703-324-
SHOW (7469) after 6 p.m. for
cancellation updates.

SATURDAY, JULY 25
African Heritage Cultural Festival.

1-7 p.m. The music, culture, and food
of Africa takes center stage as the City
of Alexandria hosts the African
Heritage Cultural Festival. Featured
performances include the Prince
William County Players, SAMO’O and
the band JFC, with Caribbean sound;
Elikeh, Afro funk music; Phaze II Jazz;
and Nu-Era with contemporary R & B.
In addition, the festival features youth
performances by Recreation Center
participants, Church groups and other
local young talent. Alexandria African
Heritage Tours will be offered between
10 a.m. and noon, originating from the
Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St. Call
703-838-4844 by Friday, July 24. At
Market Square, 301 King St. Call 703-
883-4686 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

Beatrix Potter Storytime. Ages 3 and
up. 11:30 am. Snuggle up in storytime
corner and read about Peter Rabbit,
Benjamin Bunny, and a host of our
other favorite friends! Free. 703-548-

4092. Hooray for Books! Children’s
Bookstore, 1555 King St., Alexandria.
www.hooray4books.com

JULY 25-26
Auditons. For “Inherit the Wind,”

Saturday, July 25 from 2-4 p.m., and
Sunday, July 26 from 7–9 p.m. At
Aldersgate United Methodist Church,
1301 Collingwood Road, Alexandria.
The director will be casting 10-15
males (ages 18 - 65),  5-7 females
(ages 20 - 65), and 2 children (male -
age 13 and female, age 12).  All roles
are open. Call 703-660-2611 or go to
www.acctonline.org.

Festival for Bug Lovers. 10 a.m. to
noon. At the Visitor Center at Huntley
Meadows Park. $4 per child. Family-
oriented exhibits, crafts and games. On
Saturday, July 25 from 8-9:30 p.m.
families can walk the park after dark
with a bat expert Carolyn Gamble. $6/
adults, $4/children. On Sunday, July
26 from 11:30-12:30 p.m., Ed Eder
will introduce families to ambush bugs,
owlflies and silk moths. Call 703-768-
2525. At 3701 Lockheed Blvd.,
Alexandria.

SUNDAY/JULY 26
Where’s Waldo Event. Ages 6 and up.

2 p.m. Can you find Waldo? Stop by
the store and test your Waldo-locating
skills at this special event for our
favorite friend in the red and white
striped shirt! Free. 703-548-4092.
Hooray for Books! Children’s
Bookstore, 1555 King St., Alexandria.
www.hooray4books.com

Summer Chamber Music Series. 3
p.m. Free. Pianist Alex Beresovsky.
Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic Association. At The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.,
Alexandria.

Fort Hunt Concert. 7-8 p.m.  The
Mount Vernon Brass Ensemble will
present a free concert at Fort Hunt
Park.  Visit www.mvbands.com or call
703-768-4172.

JULY 27-31
Del Ray Artisans Summer Art

Camp. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. At the Del Ray
Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon
Avenue, Alexandria. Kids can get eco-
creative with this one week camp
which includes painting, drawing,
collage, games and more. There is a fee
that includes professional artists and
instructors, art supplies, and healthy
lunches and snacks. The camp is
limited to 26 students. Call 693-838-
4827 orwww.thedelrayartisans.org.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 29
Stories in the Park. 11 a.m. Join the

Alexandria Library, for ages 2 and up.
In Section 7 of Fort Ward Park, 4301
W. Braddock Road. In case of extreme
heat or rain, the event will be at the
Kate Waller Barrett Branch Library,
717 Queen St. Call 703-838-4555.

Steve Smith & the Meteors Concert.
7 p.m. Blues music at the Ben Brenman
Park Amphitheater, 4800 Brenman
Park Drive, Alexandria. Come enjoy a
folk rock concert featuring Wes Tucker
& the Skillets.  Concerts are cancelled
in the event of inclement weather and
subject to change without notice. Call
703-883-4686 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

JULY 29-31
Clio’s Kids: A History Mini-Camp. 9

a.m. to noon. At The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington Street, Alexandria. Camp
is for ages 5 through 7. It introduces
children to American history and life in
historic Alexandria through artifacts,
story-telling, singing and dancing,
crafts, old-fashioned games, and visits
to historic places. Advanced
registration is required and there is a

AUG. 7-30
Illuminations, an exhibit of painting, photography, gardening, and painted glass,

will be on view at the Del Ray Artisans gallery from Aug. 7-30.  The works are by
members of the DRA Board of Directors who have volunteered in that role for at
least two years. Opening reception will be held on Friday, Aug. 7 from 7–9 p.m.
It is free and open to the public.  Contact co-curator Jeanne Tifft at
jldtifft@cox.net or 703-960-3873 for information about the artists or visit the
DRA web site, www.TheDelRayArtisans.org, for gallery hours, directions, and
special events related to the exhibit.

See Calendar,  Page 19
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Summer Specials
 Dover Sole • Bouillabaisse
  Frog Legs • Beef Wellington
    • Coq au Vin

• Soft Shell Crabs
• Cold Salmon Platter

• Chef Specials

127 N. Washington St., Old Town
703-548-4661

Smoke-Free Restaurant
www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Where and When
The Firebelly Productions’

“Hamlet” continues through Aug.
9 at Arlington’s Theatre on the
Run, 3700 South Four Mile Run
Drive. Performances are Thursday
– Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday
at 2 p.m. Tickets are $12 -$15.
Call 703-409-2372 or log on to
www.firebellyproductions.net.

pair of Guildenstern and
Rosencrantz.

The 400-year-old text often falls
on modern ears as a bit of heavy
going but the cast here does its job
of first understanding the mean-
ing of the measured verse and then
communicating that meaning to
modern audiences. Best at this in
this cast are Steven J. Hoochuck,
as the felonious uncle Claudius;
Charles St. Charles, as Polonius, a
court advisor who goes with the
flow; and Charley Mann, as his son
Laertes, who seeks his own re-
venge when Hamlet mistakenly
stabs his father thinking it is the
king hiding behind a curtain.

THE PLAY only provides two
roles for women but they are cer-
tainly solid roles. Sonia Justl de-
livers a high-octane mad scene as
Hamlet’s girlfriend, Ophelia, while
Shelby Sours hits a few nice highly
emotional notes as the Queen.

The production is under the di-
rection of Michael Ryan
Fernandez, who is currently work-
ing on his masters at the Film
School at DePaul University after
graduating from George Mason’s

Theatre Department. His interest
in film and video technology is
clear in this production as he uses
a screen at the back of the stage
to display live images of many of
the scenes from video cameras
both hand held and mounted on
the set. These images don’t often
add a great deal to the proceed-
ings and often distract when at-
tention should be focused on the
action. However, the pre-taped (or
filmed) scene of Ophelia’s off-
stage death by drowning is both
effective and particularly memo-
rable.

Since video technology is visible
during the production, it seems
proper that this is a modern-dress
mounting of the venerable classic,
using street-style clothing for

many of the men, but putting the
queen in some outfits that look a
bit like out-of-date prom dresses.
Stephen Frost provides an almost
cinematic musical score that, in
keeping with Fernandez’s ap-
proach, sounds at times like the
soundtrack of a Hollywood movie.

No production of “Hamlet” can
truly work without close attention
being paid to the combat skills of
the troupe. Here, in the small black
box Theatre on the Run where no
seat is more than four rows from
the stage, it is even more impor-
tant. Firebelly was fortunate to
obtain the services of Andrew
Pecoraro as “fight coordinator,”
who makes sure that the final
scene in which Bonner, as Ham-
let, and Mann, as Laertes, go at it
with poisoned swords and dag-
gers.

❖❖❖
Brad Hathaway reviews theater

in Virginia, Washington and Mary-
land as well as Broadway, and ed-
its Potomac Stages, a Web site cov-
ering theater in the region
(www.PotomacStages.com). He can
be reached at Brad@Potomac
Stages.com.

From Page 17

Video Added to the Bard

Calendar

fee that includes snacks and souvenirs.
Call 703-838-4994
orwww.alexandriahistorical.org.

THURSDAY/JULY 30
Jim Stephanson and John Previti. 7-

9 p.m. Blues, swing and jazz-inspired
tunes. Free. At the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, part of the Thursday Nite Local
Spotlight series. At 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-838-4565 or go to
www.torpedofactory.org.

Pizza Party and Family Orientation.
7 p.m. At Uhler Street Playground,
Mount Vernon Community School,
2601 Commonwealth Ave., Alexandria.
The orientation will take place in the
school auditorium. Contact Wendy
Moniz at wendymoniz@comcast.net or
703-683-6961.

18th-Century Dance Classes at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum. 7:30-
9:30 p.m. Also Thursdays, Aug. 6 and
Aug. 13. Learn the dances of Jane
Austen, George Washington, and
Abigail Adams in Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum’s historic ballroom. Dance
master Corky Palmer will lead this fun
and educational series of 18th-century
English country dance classes in
preparation for the Jane Austen Ball on
Saturday, Aug. 15. At Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 North Royal Street,
Alexandria. The cost for lessons is $30
for the series or $12 per class.
Reservations are requested and can be
made by calling 703-838-4242.

Fort Ward Park Concert. 7 p.m. At
Fort Ward Park, 4301 W. Braddock
Road, Alexandria. The Irish Breakfast
Band will perform. Free. Call 703-883-
4686.

Groovy Mr. Nate. 11 am.  Join Mr. Nate
in making music! Recommended for
ages 2 & up. At Barrett Library, 717
Queen St., Alexandria. Call 703-838-
4555, ext. 3.

“The Fugue,” the film. 9:30 p.m.
screening of film produced by Kathryn
O’Sullivan. “The Fugue” is a thriller
about a young graphic designer living

in Chinatown who is haunted by the
spirit of a dead childhood friend. It was
filmed last summer in the area.  At the
Old Town Theater on King Street in
Alexandria. Admission to the premiere
is free. Call O’Sullivan at 703-464-
5709.

FRIDAY, JULY 31
Jeff Majors in Concert. 8 p.m. As part

of his National Tour for the Homeless,
gospel/jazz artist Jeff Majors is giving a
concert to benefit the ministries of
Rising Hope United Methodist Mission
Church. At Bethlehem Baptist Church,

7836 Fordson Rd., Alexandria.
Admission free but tickets required.
Contact Rising Hope at 703-360-1976
or email
risinghope@risinghopeumc.org.

Alexandria Citizens Band. 7:30 p.m.
concert. Jack Dusek, interim
conductor. At Market Square, Old
Towne Alexandria. Call 703-339-6643
or go to www.band.alexandria.va.us.

SATURDAY, AUG. 1
Potomac River Moonlight Dance

Cruise. 8:30-11:30 p.m. CAC of
Washington, an organization of 250
single Catholics in the area, is
sponsoring its night cruise aboard the
Cherry Blossom. Boarding begins at
8:15 p.m. at the foot of North Union
and Cameron Streets. Admission is
$47. Contact Michael Coogan at 301-
916-6336 or email:
dance@dcsinglecatholicpro.org or visit
us at www.DCsingleCatholicPro.org

Friendship Firehouse Festival. 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Celebrates the 235th birthday
of the Historic Fire Company,
Restoration and Repainting of the
Cupola. Hosted by the Friendship
Veterans Fire Engine Association. View
a collection of antique and modern fire
equipment and apparatus. In the 100
block of South Alfred Street between
Prince and King streets, which will be
closed off to traffic for the festival.
Admission is free.

Soldier-Led Walking Tours at Fort
Ward. 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Free.
Participants begin the tour inside the
Museum with a brief orientation of the
Defenses of Washington. Visitors will
learn about Fort Ward’s construction
and a soldier’s life in the Defenses of
Washington as they explore the
Officers’ Hut, the preserved walls of
the fort, and the restored Northwest
Bastion during the hour-long tour. At
4301 West Braddock Road in
Alexandria. Call Fort Ward Museum at
703-838-4848 or visit
www.fortward.org.

From Page 18

THURSDAY/JULY 23
KUKU — Live Music Performance.

7-9 p.m. KUKU performs uniquely
soulful and captivating music
inspired by his African heritage.  Part
of the Live Music at the Torpedo
Factory.  At the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St., Alexandria.
Call 703-838-4565 or visit
www.torpedofactory.org.
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A flexible and innovative high school curriculum

Enroll Now
for Fall 2009

202-785-2877

www.emersonprep.net

• An informal, intellectual culture in which individuality is prized

• Classes averaging 8 students accommodate varied learning styles

• A talented faculty inspires life-long scholarship

• A convenient Dupont Circle location

KENWOOD SCHOOL
Educational Excellence at an Affordable Price

Preschool
thru

Sixth Grade

•Financial Aid Available

•Small Classes

•Individual Attention

Register
before Aug. 31
& save $150 off

Sept. 2009 tuition.

4955 Sunset Lane
Annandale, VA

703-256-4711
www.kenwoodschool.com

Established Since 1957

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

W
hen Suzanne Spatz gradu-
ated from Woodson Second
ary School in 2007, her fam-
ily knew she wouldn’t be

able to attend a four-year college or uni-
versity right away.

Even though she received excellent grades
in high school, Spatz suffered from Lyme
disease and was too sick to go away to col-

lege at the time. So
the teenager opted to
attend Northern Vir-
ginia Community
College and live at
home while her
health stabilized.

“We never would
have thought about it

until she became ill,” said Melody Spatz,
about the decision to enroll her daughter,
Suzanne, at a community college.

Both Melody Spatz and her husband had
attended the University of Virginia and al-
ways assumed their children would enroll
in traditional four-year undergraduate pro-
grams. Initially, Melody Spatz worried

Suzanne would not be an attractive trans-
fer applicant for selective four-year univer-
sities because she would be coming from a
community college.

BUT Suzanne Spatz’s time at Northern Vir-
ginia Community College helped, rather
than hindered, her admission to one of the
top public universities in the country.

The teenager was automatically accepted
to the University of Virginia after meeting
all the requirements laid out in a “guaran-
teed admissions” agreement between
Northern Virginia Community College and
the highly competitive state school in
Charlottesville.

The arrangement allows the community
college graduates to bypass the regular ap-
plication process and ensure their transfer
to the University of Virginia if they meet
certain academic thresholds while earning
their associate’s degree.

Students like Spatz, who earn a grade-
point average (GPA) of at least 3.4 on a 4.0
scale, can be assured a slot at the Univer-
sity of Virginia through the arrangement.

In addition to the GPA cut off, the stu-
dents must earn at least a “C” or higher in
all of their community college classes and

a “B” or higher in two required English
courses. They also have to take a certain
number of community college credit hours
in foreign language, social science, humani-
ties and historical studies. They must en-
roll in at least one “non-Western perspec-
tive” course.

“I am very happy that I did it. It was kind
of nice to know I could guarantee my ad-
missions somewhere,” said Spatz.

IN ADDITION to the University of Virginia,
about 38 other colleges and universities
have signed “guaranteed admissions” agree-
ments with Northern Virginia Community
College over the last two years.

Some of the schools participating are
among the state’s most prestigious — in-
cluding the College of William & Mary, Vir-
ginia Tech, James Madison University,
George Mason University, The George Wash-
ington University and Georgetown Univer-
sity.

“The arrangement covers some private
and virtually all the public institutions in
Virginia, except for [Virginia Military Insti-
tute],” said Bob Templin, president of
Northern Virginia Community College.

Required coursework and GPA cut offs for

automatic acceptance vary, depending on
which four-year college or university a stu-
dent would like to attend. But all students
are obligated to earn an associate’s degree
before taking advantage of the “guaranteed
admissions” arrangement.

Students who take some community col-
lege classes but do not earn their associate’s
degree are not eligible for “guaranteed ad-
missions” and have to use the traditional
application process at all colleges and uni-
versities who participate in the program.

According to Templin, students who earn
an associate’s degree tend to perform bet-
ter academically at four-year institutions
than those who transfer out of Northern
Virginia Community College after only com-
pleting some coursework.

“When you complete the degree program,
your chances of doing well at the univer-
sity are much better than if you come in
and sample a few courses before transfer-
ring,” said Templin.

As the public hears more about the “guar-
anteed admissions” arrangements, North-
ern Virginia Community College will be-
come a more popular among students who
have always intended to earn a bachelor’s
degree, said officials.

NVCC ‘Guarantees’ Admission to State Colleges
Camps & Schools

Community college graduates with certain GPA, courses, can win automatic acceptance.
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Draft Finding of No Significant 
Impact

Warrior in Transition Unit Complex
U.S. Army Garrison Fort Belvoir
Directorate of Public Works
Fort Belvoir, Virginia

Name of Action: Construction and Operation of a Warrior in Transition Unit Complex

Description of Proposed Action: The Army proposes to construct and operate a Warrior in Transition Unit 
Complex at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. The proposed action involves constructing new facilities, including build-
ings, sidewalks, parking, access roads, and necessary utilities to accommodate the personnel and functions of 
unit headquarters, two companies of Warriors in Transition and a Soldier and Family Assistance Center 
(SFAC) that would assist both soldiers housed at the Warrior in Transition Unit Complex and additional re-
covering soldiers residing off post.  Approximate sizes of the new facilities include 194,400 square feet (SF) 
for the barracks, 15,000 SF for the SFAC, 31,000 SF for the administrative and operations facility, and 412 
new parking spaces. The new facilities would accommodate the use by 412 warriors, with 36 personnel staff-
ing the SFAC and 137 personnel for administration.

The Environmental Assessment (EA) evaluated the proposed action Alternative, which sites the project in an 
area north of 9th Street, on the former South Post golf course. A No Action (No Build) alternative also con-
sidered by the Army would not meet the need to provide adequate new facilities meeting current standards 
for care of Warriors In Transition at Fort Belvoir.  Two sites along Gunston Road were considered in earlier 
phases of the planning process.  These alternatives were not carried forward in the EA as they were consid-
ered unreasonable alternatives.  The Army Material Command site was dismissed due to limited future 
growth and does not have adequate space without encroachment on sensitive natural resources.  The Director-
ate of Public Works site was dismissed as an alternative due to its greater distance from hospital and safety 
concerns for wounded soldiers crossing a major roadway.

Environmental Consequences: The EA identified and evaluated the following potential impacts:

Transportation and Traffic: It is anticipated that the proposed action would adversely affect two intersec-
tions during the a.m. peak hour and one intersection during the p.m. peak hour. The proposed action would 
not adversely affect transit operations in the area or adversely affect bicycle and pedestrian facilities. Con-
struction traffic from the proposed action would average less than 6-percent of the total construction traffic at 
Fort Belvoir during the period through 2015 and would not be a significant impact

Air Quality: Air pollutant emissions from the proposed action would not be significant and would be below 
de minimis levels for general conformity. During construction of the proposed action, the restrictions outlined 
in the Construction Performance Plan for the Reduction of Air Emissions for Implementation of 2005 Base 
Realignment and Closure Recommendations and Related Army Actions at Fort Belvoir, Virginia would be 
implemented to offset cumulative impacts. 

Natural Resources: The proposed action would not have significant impacts on renewable natural resources, 
wetlands, resource protection areas, topography, or soils. 

Leveling and grading of the project site would result in minor impacts to soils or topographic conditions. The 
required soil erosion and sediment control plan would be implemented to ensure impacts to soils are tempora-
ry and minor.

The proposed action would have minor impacts to surface water. Plans for stormwater management, storm-
water pollution prevention, and sediment and erosion control would mitigate these effects. The proposed ac-
tion is not located in floodplains and will have no effect.

The proposed action would be sited in an area that is partially developed and contains semi-improved 
grounds. Mitigation of tree removal would include tree replacement at 2:1 for trees four inches in diameter or 
more. Minor impacts to vegetation and wildlife would occur and no impacts to threatened & endangered spe-
cies are expected.

Cultural Resources: The proposed action would not have an adverse effect under Section 106 of the Nation-
al Historic Preservation Act. No cultural resources, including archaeological sites, are present at the project 
site. The planned building height of no more than four stories would not be visible or affect the setting of any 
historic property.

Utilities: The proposed Warrior in Transition Unit Complex would require a minor increase to overall de-
mand for potable water, sanitary sewers, gas, and electricity. 

Sustainable strategies would be included in the proposed project design, construction, and operation to meet 
or exceed Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Silver rating; the High Performance and Sustaina-
ble Building, Low Impact Building Memorandum of Understanding; and the Energy Policy Act of 2005 for 
reduced energy and water requirements.

The EA concluded there would be minimal impacts for land use plans, aesthetics, coastal zone management, 
noise, socioeconomics, and community facilities and services as a result of the proposed action.

Summary of Environmental Impacts: The proposed action would not generate significant impacts on hu-
man health or the environment. 

Conclusion: On reviewing the EA and other project information, the Installation Commander at Fort Belvoir 
has concluded that the proposed action would not have a significant effect on the human environment. There-
fore, an Environmental Impact Statement is not needed.

Notice of Availability: The public may review the EA at the Directorate of Public Works, Fort Belvoir, Vir-
ginia; the John Marshall Public Library; Kingstowne Public Library; Lorton Public Library; Sherwood Re-
gional Library; City of Fairfax Regional Library, Van Noy Library; or on the installation web site at 
http://www.belvoir.army.mil. 

Interested parties may submit written comments for consideration on or before 30 days after publication of 
newspaper announcements on 23 July 2009, to Commander, U.S. Army Garrison Fort Belvoir, 9430 Jackson 
Loop, Suite 100, ATTN: Directorate of Public Works, Fort Belvoir, VA 22060-5116 or e-mail comments  to
environmental-fb-dpw@conus.army.mil. For more information, contact Mr. Patrick McLaughlin, Chief of 
Environmental and Natural Resource Division, at 703-806-4007.

Legal Notices Legal Notices

Legal Notices

LEGAL NOTICE
The object of this suit is to Custody

It is ordered that the Father Jose David Diaz 
appear at the Alexandria J & DR -

Juvenile court in Alexandria VA on August 27, 
2009 at 11:00am

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following requests have been received for 
administrative review and approval.

The Director of Planning and Zoning may 
approve the permits unless a request that the 
application be forwarded to City Council is 
received by August 13, 2009.

For information about this application or to 
comment, visit the City’s website at 
alexandriava.gov or call (703) 746-4666.

SPECIAL USE PERMIT # 2009-0040

ADDRESS: 3830 SEMINARY ROAD

REQUEST TO OPERATE A CHILD DAY 
CARE CENTER IN A CHURCH BUILDING.

APPLICANT: BETH EL HEBREW CONGREGA-
TION

Legal Notices

From Page 1

News

ing a demolition permit to tear the building down
and construct a mid-century modern condominium
building with eight units.

“Demolition is not something I take lightly,” said
Cromley, an Alexandria native. “It’s almost laugh-
able that people would attach some sort of signifi-
cance to this building.”

The City Council will ultimately have the final say
in the fate of the building, which some say deserves
to be protected as an important part of the
neighborhood’s history. According to those who
would like to save the former American Legion Hall,
the structure played an important role in the history
of the city’s African-American community. Instead of
demolition, the preservationists say, they would pre-
fer to see an adaptive reuse similar to one that took
place at a nearby laundry building Cromley reno-
vated into high-end condos.

“Unfortunately, some of the most important build-
ings in the district, like the two Parker Gray schools,
have already been lost,” said Boyd Walker, chairman
of the Greater Alexandria Preservation Alliance.
“How great it is to have an intact building in our
community that will become a place that people visit
to understand history.”

BUT THE HISTORY of this particular building is a
double-edge sword — one that includes persever-
ance during the era of segregation as well as persis-
tent violent crime in more recent years. It’s a story
that begins during World War II, when the federal
government allocated $12,000 for what was then
known as a “Negro nursery” to be operated by the
Alexandria public-school system during the war. In
its staff report recommending against the demoli-
tion permit, the Board of Architectural Review staff
report describes the structure as retaining its origi-
nal asbestos shingle siding as well as its double-hung,
twelve-over-twelve windows.

“Buildings such as the American Legion that are
directly connected to the social history of the neigh-
borhood, namely its African-American history and
the era of segregation, are important to be retained,”
the report concluded.

By 1950, the building was being leased by the city
to the American Legion post named for William Tho-
mas, the first African-American soldier from Alexan-
dria to be killed in action during World War I. Al-
though the post had been originally chartered in
1931, its move from the intersection of Pendleton
and Henry streets to North Fayette Street represented
a critical development for the neighborhood. Over

the years, the building became associated with vice
and crime — a phenomenon that came to a boiling
point in 1992 when the Alcohol Control Board re-
voked the post’s liquor license in 1992.

“Fights, public drunkenness and property damage
have been attributed to activity around closing-time
at the legion,” wrote Alexandria Gazette Packet re-
porter Rich Blake on May 7, 1992. “The area around
Queen and Fayette streets is one of several target
areas of police for drug activity.”

In a letter recommending that the Department of
Alcoholic Beverage Control revoke the American
Legion’s liquor license, then-City Manager Phil
Sunderland noted an Inner City Civic Association
petition complaining about a number of problems at
the site — excessive noise, alcohol abuse, littering,
loitering, public drunkenness, public urination, dam-
age to property and street violence. Sunderland also
cites crime data from that era, including a homicide,
a shooting, several fights and a probation violation.

“Neighbors don’t have fond memories of this site,”
said Inner City Civic Association President Leslie
Zupan. “I personally don’t feel it has any architec-
tural significance.”

ALTHOUGH THE BUILDING has been poorly
maintained over the years, it was included on a list
of buildings contributing to the proposed Uptown/
Parker Gray National Register Historic District. Some
preservationists who would like to see the building
maintained for adaptive reuse say its presence on
the list of contributing buildings to the National Reg-
ister is a key argument for denying Cromley a demo-
lition permit. Others say the building’s memory
should be preserved in some fashion even if the physi-
cal structure is not.

“There should be some way that this building
doesn’t just disappear from the landscape.” said Louis
Hicks, director of the Black History Museum. “This
is a building that holds significant history.”

Cromley said the city has neglected to preserve the
building on multiple occasions — once when the city
sold it to the American Legion in 1987, again when
it refused to purchase it back in 2000 and again when
Cromley offered to give it to the city and move it at
his own expense. Ultimately, the developer said, the
building was a temporary wartime structure that later
gained a sullied reputation. Demolishing it to build
a modern structure of glass and stone would accom-
plish a larger goal of contributing to the city’s often
staid architectural vocabulary.

“It’s not going to be as radical as people might
imagine,” said Cromley. “But this city can do better
than phony colonial.”

Preserve Old American Legion Hall?

The American Legion
hall on North Fayette
Street is at the center
of a dispute between
historic preservation
advocates and a
developer seeking a
demolition permit.

Photo by

Louise Krafft/

Gazette Packet
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The skinny on the best bike paths around the
Alexandria/Mount Vernon area.A Guide to

Alexandria
Biking

By Tommy Hill

The Gazette Packet

1  Woodrow Wilson Bridge Trail
One of the newest additions to the

region’s bike trail network, the Woodrow
Wilson Bridge Trail spans the Potomac River,
linking Alexandria’s Mount Vernon Trail
with the Potomac Heritage Trail in the
Potomac Waterfront Community.  “I used
to have to ride 13 miles out of my way, all
the way into the District, just to reach the
Mount Vernon Trail,” said avid cyclist Jo-
seph Robinson of Fort Washington.  “Now I
can go from my home in Maryland to the
bike trails in Alexandria in under 20 min-
utes.”  Along the trail are three “bump-out”
balconies where pedestrians and bicyclists
can take in the views of Old Town, National
Harbor, the District of Columbia and, of

course, the Potomac River.  The balconies
include benches, bike racks, viewing tele-
scopes, and informational displays detail-
ing the history of the region.

2  Mount Vernon Trail
One of the oldest bike trails in the region,

the Mount Vernon Trail follows the Potomac
River along a nearly 18-mile expanse from
Theodore Roosevelt Island to George
Washington’s historic country estate.  The
trail allows cyclists a safe and scenic route
through Old Town and along the Alexan-
dria waterfront, with views of the Kennedy
Center, Lincoln Memorial, and Gravelly
Point Park.  “Along the trail, you really get
a sense of the beauty, both natural and man-
made, of the Washington Area,” said David
Struhs, a Memphis, TN, native who comes
to D.C. often and considers the trail one of
the region’s highlights.

3  Holmes Run and Cameron Run
Bike Trails

The Cameron Run Bike trail begins at the

Eisenhower Avenue Metrorail Station and
continues through Eisenhower Valley along
Cameron Run until it reaches Cameron Run
Regional Park, at which point it becomes the
Holmes Run Trail. The trail offers cyclists
and pedestrians access to Ben Brenman Park,
Beatley Central Branch Library, and the Wil-
liam Ramsay Recreation Center.  The trail
also provides visitors the opportunity to ex-
perience Alexandria’s natural beauty, with
such features as Clermont Natural Park,
Brookvalley Park, the Jerome Buddy Ford
Nature Center, and Dora Kelly Nature Park.
The City of Alexandria is currently conduct-
ing a $750,000 project to construct a pe-
destrian and bicycle crossing of the stream
that would link the Holmes Run Trail with
bike trails in Fairfax County.

4  Commonwealth Path
The Commonwealth Path is a 1.5-mile on-

street pathway that begins at Common-
wealth Avenue’s intersection with King
Street in Old Town and extends to Four Mile
Run.  “Since Commonwealth is such a wide
avenue,” said Jerry King, president of Bike-

Walk Alexandria, “the Commonwealth bike
path is one of the oldest and longest on-
street bike trails in the city.” The trail offers
residents of the Rosemont, Del Ray, and
Arlandria neighborhoods easy and safe bi-
cycle access to Old Town and the King Street
Metrorail Station.

5  Four Mile Run Trail
The Four Mile Run Trail breaks away from

the Mount Vernon Trail just north of the
Potomac Yard Shopping Center and contin-
ues along Four Mile Run through Arlington
County. The Trail allows Alexandria cyclists
access to the 45-mile Washington and Old
Dominion Trail that extends from Arling-
ton through Vienna, Herndon, Leesburg,
and Purcellville.

6  Route 1 Path
Unveiled this year is a new expanse of trail

stretching from the Huntington Metrorail
Station to the Washington Street Embank-
ment of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, where
the trail connects with the Mount Vernon
Trail and the Woodrow Wilson Bridge Trail.
The path provides pedestrians and cyclists
from Old Town safe and easy access to the
Huntington Metro Station.

The skinny on the best bike paths around the
Alexandria/Mount Vernon area.A Guide to

Alexandria
Biking

Sports
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Alexandria Chamber
Cup Golf Classic!

Date: Wednesday, August 19, 2009
Tee Time: 7:00 am registration begins

9:00 am tee time
Cost: $175/golfer

Location:
National Golf Club at Tantallon, 300 St. Andrews Drive,

Fort Washington, MD 20744

n August 19th, the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce will be holding our
annual Chamber Cup Golf Classic at the newly renovated National Golf Club at
Tantallon in Fort Washington, MD. Come join us for a fun-filled day of golf,
raffles, and prize packs followed by a BBQ feast catered by Mango Mikes.
Prizes include a 3-day, 2-night golf trip to Melbourne, Florida for two; a 3-day,
2-night golf trip to Madeira Beach, Florida for two; a 5-day, 4-night trip to St.
Thomas for two; and a 5-day, 4-night trip to Hawaii for two.  Plus great
giveaways and complimentary golfing!

Non-Members Welcome!
Register as a foursome or by yourself!

Sponsorships still available.
For more information, contact Special Events Coordinator

Janelle Schmidt at jschmidt@alexchamber.com or
703.739.3808

O

ftalexandria@fitnesstogether.com

877-345-FTFT

Collegiate Summer Baseball
www.AlexandriaAces.org

Come see the baseball stars
of tomorrow play at Four Mile Run

Park this summer. Located at
3700 Commonwealth Avenue in

Alexandria, behind Cora Kelly School.

ALEXANDRIA BASEBALL
IS BACK!

A great night in Alexandria at an
affordable price: only $5.00 for adults and

$3.00 for children 12 and under.

Friday, July 24th 7:00pm
Aces vs. College Park Bombers

Season Finale!
Sunday, July 26th 7:00pm
Aces vs. Herndon Braves

The Aces would like to thank
Passport Nissan and Infiniti

of Alexandria
for their support of the

Alexandria Aces.
And folks, keep your eye out

later this summer for the
opening of

Mini of Alexandria
5990 Duke Street, Alexandria

across from
Landmark Shopping Center

703-751-4630

From Page 4

Sports

choose bicycling as an option is
because they see it as dangerous.
That’s where the city must come
in.”

Dwyer pointed to engineering
improvements like more bike lanes
and bike racks throughout the city
as important steps in improving
the safety of biking.

BUT EQUALLY important to
making bicycle use a safer and
more accepted form of transpor-
tation are city-wide bicycle educa-
tion and encouragement efforts.
The Bicycle Section of the City of
Alexandria’s Comprehensive
Transportation Master Plan,
adopted April 12, 2008, proposes
that Alexandria City Public
Schools begin keeping track of the
number of children who choose
bicycling as a means of getting to
school. The plan proposes that
schools work towards increasing
this number by five percent annu-
ally through 2011. The plan goes
on to mandate that “more than 50
percent of elementary-aged school
children receive bicycle safety edu-
cation by 2010.”

Middle school students have
been the subject of the city’s bi-
cycle education and encourage-
ment efforts as well. As part of
Alexandria’s Bicycle Ambassador
Program, starting in summer
2008, 12 students from George
Washington and Francis
Hammond Middle Schools have
attended dozens of community
events like farmer’s markets, the
Friendship Firehouse Festival, and
the Red Cross Waterfront Festival,
where they distributed bicycle
maps and safety information to
city residents.

But the continued rise in the
City’s level of bicycle friendliness
faces obstacles.

“As with any major City initia-
tive, the challenge is always fund-
ing,” said Lambert. “As the city
faces financial difficulties, we’ve
had to look for alternative sources,
like federal grants and stimulus
money.”  In 2008 the city secured
more than $5.6 million in state
and federal grants for bicycle and
pedestrian improvements, includ-
ing safer routes for students com-
muting to school. “We’re headed
in the right direction,” said Lam-
bert regarding improvements to
the City’s trail network and
broader transit system, “but there’s
still a lot of work to be done.”

Alexandria
Gets Bike
Friendlier
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Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Draft Finding of No Significant 
Impact

Warrior in Transition Unit Complex
U.S. Army Garrison Fort Belvoir

Directorate of Public Works
Fort Belvoir, Virginia

Name of Action: Construction and Operation of a Warrior in Transi-
tion Unit Complex

Description of Proposed Action: The Army proposes to construct
and operate a Warrior in Transition Unit Complex at Fort Belvoir,
Virginia. The proposed action involves constructing new facilities,
including buildings, sidewalks, parking, access roads, and necessary
utilities to accommodate the personnel and functions of unit head-
quarters, two companies of Warriors in Transition and a Soldier and
Family Assistance Center (SFAC) that would assist both soldiers
housed at the Warrior in Transition Unit Complex and additional re-
covering soldiers residing off post.  Approximate sizes of the new fa-
cilities include 194,400 square feet (SF) for the barracks, 15,000 SF
for the SFAC, 31,000 SF for the administrative and operations facili-
ty, and 412 new parking spaces. The new facilities would accommo-
date the use by 412 warriors, with 36 personnel staffing the SFAC
and 137 personnel for administration.

The Environmental Assessment (EA) evaluated the proposed action
Alternative, which sites the project in an area north of 9th Street, on
the former South Post golf course. A No Action (No Build) alterna-
tive also considered by the Army would not meet the need to provide
adequate new facilities meeting current standards for care of Warriors
In Transition at Fort Belvoir.  Two sites along Gunston Road were
considered in earlier phases of the planning process.  These alterna-
tives were not carried forward in the EA as they were considered un-
reasonable alternatives.  The Army Material Command site was dis-
missed due to limited future growth and does not have adequate
space without encroachment on sensitive natural resources.  The Di-
rectorate of Public Works site was dismissed as an alternative due to
its greater distance from hospital and safety concerns for wounded
soldiers crossing a major roadway.

Environmental Consequences: The EA identified and evaluated the
following potential impacts:

Transportation and Traffic: It is anticipated that the proposed ac-
tion would adversely affect two intersections during the a.m. peak
hour and one intersection during the p.m. peak hour. The proposed
action would not adversely affect transit operations in the area or ad-
versely affect bicycle and pedestrian facilities. Construction traffic
from the proposed action would average less than 6-percent of the to-
tal construction traffic at Fort Belvoir during the period through 2015
and would not be a significant impact

Air Quality: Air pollutant emissions from the proposed action would
not be significant and would be below de minimis levels for general
conformity. During construction of the proposed action, the restric-
tions outlined in the Construction Performance Plan for the Reduc-
tion of Air Emissions for Implementation of 2005 Base Realignment
and Closure Recommendations and Related Army Actions at Fort
Belvoir, Virginia would be implemented to offset cumulative im-
pacts. 

Natural Resources: The proposed action would not have significant
impacts on renewable natural resources, wetlands, resource protec-
tion areas, topography, or soils. 

Leveling and grading of the project site would result in minor im-
pacts to soils or topographic conditions. The required soil erosion and
sediment control plan would be implemented to ensure impacts to
soils are temporary and minor.

The proposed action would have minor impacts to surface water.
Plans for stormwater management, stormwater pollution prevention,
and sediment and erosion control would mitigate these effects. The
proposed action is not located in floodplains and will have no effect.

The proposed action would be sited in an area that is partially devel-
oped and contains semi-improved grounds. Mitigation of tree remov-
al would include tree replacement at 2:1 for trees four inches in diam-
eter or more. Minor impacts to vegetation and wildlife would occur
and no impacts to threatened & endangered species are expected.

Cultural Resources: The proposed action would not have an adverse
effect under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.
No cultural resources, including archaeological sites, are present at
the project site. The planned building height of no more than four sto-
ries would not be visible or affect the setting of any historic property.

Utilities: The proposed Warrior in Transition Unit Complex would
require a minor increase to overall demand for potable water, sanitary
sewers, gas, and electricity. 

Sustainable strategies would be included in the proposed project de-
sign, construction, and operation to meet or exceed Leadership in En-
ergy and Environmental Design Silver rating; the High Performance
and Sustainable Building, Low Impact Building Memorandum of Un-
derstanding; and the Energy Policy Act of 2005 for reduced energy
and water requirements.

The EA concluded there would be minimal impacts for land use
plans, aesthetics, coastal zone management, noise, socioeconomics,
and community facilities and services as a result of the proposed ac-
tion.

Summary of Environmental Impacts: The proposed action would
not generate significant impacts on human health or the environment. 

Conclusion: On reviewing the EA and other project information, the
Installation Commander at Fort Belvoir has concluded that the pro-
posed action would not have a significant effect on the human envi-
ronment. Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement is not need-
ed.

Notice of Availability: The public may review the EA at the Direc-
torate of Public Works, Fort Belvoir, Virginia; the John Marshall
Public Library; Kingstowne Public Library; Lorton Public Library;
Sherwood Regional Library; City of Fairfax Regional Library, Van
Noy Library; or on the installation web site at 
http://www.belvoir.army.mil. 

Interested parties may submit written comments for consideration on
or before 30 days after publication of newspaper announcements on
23 July 2009, to Commander, U.S. Army Garrison Fort Belvoir, 9430
Jackson Loop, Suite 100, ATTN: Directorate of Public Works, Fort
Belvoir, VA 22060-5116 or e-mail comments  to
environmental-fb-dpw@conus.army.mil. For more information, con-
tact Mr. Patrick McLaughlin, Chief of Environmental and Natural
Resource Division, at 703-806-4007.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

• Great Pay!
• FT/PT

Summer
Schedules

• Sales/Service

• No Exp.
Necessary

• All Ages 17+
• Conditions

Apply

703-359-7600

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& 09 H.S. GRADS

Administrative Assistant

Christ  Church,   Alexandria   seeks   AA
to   support  education  and  evangelism 
efforts. Organization, communication 
and   detail   skills    must    be excellent. 
Respond in writing to Michelle Cox, 118 
N Washington St, Alexandria 22314 or 
mcox@ccalex.org.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

MARKETING DIRECTOR

P/T position.  Flex hrs,  on site & home. 
Marketing exp. Contact Danielle  703-
358-9735   or  00446@chick-fil-a.com

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

FREE TRAINING AND TUITION
Real Estate Classes Now Forming!

Join our elite team and receive the best training, technology,
and marketing as well as a full package of Real Estate services.

We are committed to our agents so you can work hard for
your clients and produce more business with higher earnings.

Be Your Own Boss Today!!
For free information call Maxine @ 703-836-1464

Part-Time or Freelance 
Reporter 

General assignment reporter to cover 
Arlington and/or Mount Vernon, 
writing news, business, feature sto-
ries and more. We will consider a 
part-time reporter who would write a 
set number of stories per week, or 
freelance, paid by the story. Ability to 
provide digital photos to accompany 
stories also required. Low pay, but 
fascinating beat and rare opportunity 
to   work   in    journalism.    Aspiring 
reporters without published clips can 
apply for a 4-6 week internship (un-
paid).   Please   email    cover    letter,
resume, three clips and a few story 
ideas   to  Mary  Kimm, at 
resumes@connectionnewspapers.com

Part-time Office Assistant 

For boutique Old Town, Alexandria, Vir-
ginia law firm; general office administra-
tive work; data entry; filing; file and cal-
endar management. Knowledge of 
Word required. Hourly. Fax cover letter 
and resume to (703) 563-9305.

RECEPTIONIST
Energetic, PT Recpt. needed for a busy, 4 
doctor AAHA-certified animal hospital. 
Comp pay, flex hours. pd trng and friendly 
staff.   Please   call   703-451-1995 or    Fax 
resume to 703-451-9597

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!
www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER  EDUCATION

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Lic. • Ins.

HOME INSPECTION LIST, REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE, PAINTING,
DRYWALL, CARPENTRY, CUSTOM WOOD REPAIR,
LT. PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION
The

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

Contracting and Consulting
Additions, Kitchens and

Bathrooms
Renovations and

Remodeling
✥

703-579-5800
www.tmrcnc.com

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

Office/Retail Space
1,500 -6,000 RSF

1421 Prince Street
202-719-5600

12 Commercial Lease 12 Commercial Lease

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

YARD SALE. Sat. 7/25, 
8-2pm, 9006 Volunteer Dr, 

Alex 22309.  Kids stuff, furn.

Yard Sale: Sat., 7/25, 9-1
2402, 2400, 2304, 2303 
Popkins Ln; 7232 Lud-
wood Ct .Alexandria 
22306. Household items, 
books, furn.clothing,   etc.
2400: Fishing Equip.
2304: Kids Toys
2303: Weight Stand, 
bench hand weights 5-30 
lbs.

32 Lost

LOST SILVER BRACELET
Thin, delicate, possibly with  

picture charm   .Old Town lo-
cation. Reward 703-739-2454

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
Fax 703-917-0992

E-mail: classified
@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

28 Yard Sales

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

EMERGENCY REPAIRS
JOE RAFFERTY
ROOFING

• Asphalt • Slate • Gravel • Metal •
• Chimney Repairs • Waterproofing •

• Senior Citizen Discounts •
“Stopping Leaks is Our Specialty”

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
1-800-333-6084, 703-597-9486
LICENSED       BONDED      INSURED

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

SHERLOCK
CONTRACTING

• Roof Repairing
& Maintenance

• Gutters & Downspouts
• Interior/Exterior Paint

• Leak Repairs
• New Roofs
• Protective Coating
• Rubber Roofs

• Tear Offs
• Flat Roofs
• Shingle
• Fascia & Soffit
• Slate
• Cedar Shakes
• Chimney Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES & INSPECTIONS • ALL WORK GUARANTEED
LICENSED & INSURED OWNER OPERATED

703-599-9221

ROOFING ROOFING

Painting,
Wallpaper Hanging, Removal & Repair

Over 20 years exp.!
Free Estimates! Prompt Service!

Excellent Refs.!
703-425-3200
Licensed, Insured, & Bonded!

FEMALE OWNED & OPERATED

WALLPAPERING WALLPAPERING

CLEANING

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

LANDSCAPING

SUMMER
CLEAN-UP

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

PLUMBING

★★★★★★
Veterans 
Plumbing

No job too small

703-299-4999

PRESSURE WASH

Affordable Pressure 
Washing & Sealing
Decks, Fences, Patios, 
Homes, Int/Ext Painting

VA Lic/ Refs Avail
Free Est. 

703-728-0269

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

HAULING HAULING

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

Sports

Alexandrians Medal
At Junior Olympics

Alexandria siblings Liam and Eliza
Malakoff returned from Canada this week
toting a bouquet of gold and silver medals
from the Junior Olympics whitewater games
in Ontario, Canada. The twp-week-long
event drew more than 100 competitors from
around the world, and included five major
races on some of the most difficult
whitewater rivers in North America.

“It was an incredible experience,” said
Liam, 16, a rising junior at T.C. Williams
High School. He won a gold and four silver
medals, racing in single and double canoe.
Eliza, 11, won a gold and three silvers pad-
dling a single-seat kayak, and was the top
under-12 girl in the event.

Both Malakoffs are serious about the sport
of whitewater “slalom.” In
races, they must navigate their
boats down a twisting course
through a series of “gates” hung
above fast-moving rapids. It can
look like a cross between ballet

and pinball, as the paddlers bounce over
waves and carve graceful arcs through the
poles. Both are part of a D.C.-area team
coached by Dana Chladek, a two-time
Olympic kayaking medalist, and sponsored
by the Bethesda Center of Excellence (BCE),
a nonprofit group that promotes paddle
sports.

This year’s success was particularly sweet
for Liam. Last year, in his first Junior Olym-
pics competition, he failed to finish his races
after flipping in the rapids and having to
escape his canoe. He trained hard all year,

so standing on the podium this year “was a
great validation,” he said. Eliza, competing
in her first major competition, was also
thrilled with her performance. “I can’t wait
to get back on the river,” she said.

T.C. Williams
Basketball Clinic

T.C. Williams girls’ basketball coach
Cavanaugh Hagen is hosting a summer
clinic for girls ages 7-17 and boys ages 6-
12. The one-week clinic will take place be-
tween July 27 and Aug. 1 with sessions run-
ning from 4-6:30 p.m. The clinic is just $75,
which breaks down to $12 a day. There are
also a few scholarships available upon spe-
cial situations.

The clinics will feature individual team
competition, skill work, awards, a talented
staff of counselors including North Carolina-
bound Northern Region Player of the Year
Tierra Ruffin-Pratt, and guest speakers of
all levels. For more information contact
Cavanaugh Hagen at cav484@gmail.com.

Youth Baseball
Registration

Registration for Fort Hunt League fall
baseball is now open. See the “Baseball” link
at the top of the fhyaa.org Web site for in-
formation on our baseball program.

Register online at http://fhyaa.org. For
questions, contact the President Paul
Murphy (FortHuntBaseball@msn.com) or
Registrar Jeff Lerner (fhll.registrar@
verizon.net).

Courtesy of David Malakoff

Eliza Malakoff (pictured) and brother Liam of Alexandria both recently
won gold medals at the Junior Olympics whitewater games in Ontario,
Canada.

Sports

Briefs

The following students earned a spot on the
dean’s list for the spring semester at Lynchburg
College, which requires a QPA of 3.5 or higher.

 * Patricia Casey Clay of Alexandria,
daughter of Frank and Ann Clay, is a 2009 gradu-
ate with a B.S. in business administration.

* Ashley E. Hoath of Alexandria, is a  se-
nior exercise physiology major.

* Edgar Eduardo Reyes-Jacobo, son of
Esmeralda and Eduardo Reyes-Jacobo of Alexan-
dria, is a sophomore art major.

School Notes

Mary Elizabeth Kostelc graduated from the
University of Wyoming with a bachelor of science
degree last Spring.

Amanda R. Baldwin, a resident of Alexan-
dria, has earned a Bachelor of Science from
Excelsior College.

Megan Kamide, a resident of Alexandria, re-
ceived a Master of Arts degree in Forensic
Psychology from Roger Williams University.
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