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T
he temperature had
reached 90 degrees last
Saturday afternoon, but

the humidity and heat coming
from the field turf at T.C. Williams
High School made it feel at least
10-15 degrees warmer. In between
grunts stood smiling, 295-pound
former Titan football player, Dean
Muhtadi, throwing an eight-pound
medicine ball as hard as he could
at his cousin, rising St. Stephen’s/
St. Agnes senior Laith
Wallschleger.

“We always go to weather.com
and try to find out the hottest time
to work out,” said Muhtadi, before

hurling the weighted ball over his
head more than 30 yards.

This, more so than the football
fields at the University of Mary-
land where he played as a defen-
sive lineman the past two falls or
the bright lights of the NFL Draft,
represents the culmination of
Muhtadi’s unlikely journey from
high school afterthought to legiti-
mate NFL prospect.

On Saturday, Muhtadi will be-
gin the next chapter of that quest
when he takes part in his first-ever
NFL training camp in Green Bay,
Wis., with famed Lambeau Field
as the backdrop. In May, he beat
the odds by becoming one of just
two undrafted free agents (the

See Looking,  Page 11

T.C. grad, NFL rookie looks to beat
the odds at Packers training camp.

Former T.C. Williams
football player Dean
Muhtadi begins the
next step in his pursuit
of the NFL this Satur-
day when he starts
training camp with the
Green Bay Packers.

Muhtadi’s on a Mission
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A
re all buildings worth pre-
serving, or are some dis-
posable? Even if a build-

ing has historic significance, does
the actual structure hold signifi-
cance or can a plaque explain the
background? These questions are
at the heart of a debate now un-
folding in the Parker Gray neigh-

borhood, where developer Bill
Cromley is seeking to demolish a
building on North Fayette Street.
Last week, the Parker Gray Board
of Architectural Review granted a
demolition permit to Cromley on
a five-to-two vote after a heated
discussion of the building’s history
and significance.

“Architecturally, it’s not signifi

Historic preservation advocates
vow to take fight to City Council.

Demolition Approved

See Historic,  Page 4

Pageant Victor
Maureen Ribble of Alexandria
performs a song and dance
routine for the talent portion
the Ms. Virginia Senior
America Pageant held Friday,
July 24 at the Lee Center
Kauffman Auditorium. She
won over the judges and
received the title of Ms. Vir-
ginia Senior America 2009.
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By Michael Lee Pope
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A
lexandria Police Chief David
Baker submitted his resignation
to City Manager Jim Hartmann
on Tuesday, three days after the

city’s top cop was arrested for drunk driv-
ing in Arlington. The decision was an-
nounced at a somber press conference Tues-
day afternoon, which felt more like a fu-
neral than a personnel notification. Acting
Chief Earl Cook praised Baker’s term of ser-
vice, which will conclude his 19-year ca-
reer with the city on Friday.

“I want to assure the citizens of Alexan-
dria that his is a change in leadership, not
in direction,” said Cook, an Alexandria na-
tive who was a finalist for the job of chief
when Baker was hired in 2007. “I will do
my best to keep morale high.”

To fight the criminal case against him in
Arlington, Baker has retained well-known
criminal defense attorney Jim Clark. In an
interview after the announcement of the

chief ’s resignation, Clark indicated that
Baker intends to plead not guilty when the
case goes to trial. Because of recent changes
to the Virginia code strengthening sentenc-
ing guidelines, Baker is facing a mandatory
five-day jail sentence and a six-month re-
quirement for him to use an ignition inter-

lock device.
“There doesn’t have to be any evidence

that he’s not guilty,” said Clark. “The bur-
den is on the commonwealth to prove he’s
guilty.”

Three days after
drunk driving charge,
Chief Baker resigns.

DUI Arrest Ends in Resignation

City Manager Jim Hartmann, Mayor Bill Euille and City Attorney James
Banks soke at Tuesday’s press conference.

See Baker,  Page 21
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See Bridging Gender Gap,  Page 26
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B
attle lines in the war of the sexes happen
to be drawn right through the living room
of Beth Coast. She’s the president of the
Jefferson-Houston parent-teacher associa-

tion, but she’s also the
mother of a set of five-
year-old twins — one
male and one female. The
twin views of the world
have given Coast a view
from the front lines in the
gender achievement war,
revealing the vast dispari-
ties in how boys and girls
learn the English language.

“Girls are into all kinds of stories about princesses
and fairies, but finding a niche for boys is more dif-
ficult,” said Coast. “Boys tend to want to read about
things like dinosaurs or geography, which creates a
problem because those sort of books have

humongous words. That makes it hard to find books
that will interest them.”

Although racial disparities in Alexandria test scores
have received a great deal of attention, another kind
of achievement gap has persisted almost unnoticed
for years in the city school system. Pass rates for girls
are higher than pass rates for boys. The gender dis-
parity is most pronounced in English tests, especially
in the earlier grades. The largest gap is in third-grade
English scores, with the gender gap closing as stu-
dents move toward high schools.

“The traditional school environment is more con-
ducive to girls,” said School Board Vice Chairwoman
Sheryl Gorsuch. “Boys aren’t as good as sitting in

place and following in-
structions.”

GENDER DISPARITIES
are not limited to Alexan-
dria. Back in 2003, the
National Center for Edu-
cation Statistics con-
cluded that girls outper-
form boys on literacy as-

sessments nationwide. Since that time, some research
has suggested that the gender gap in test scores is
related to perception of gender roles, with reading
viewed as a feminine pursuit in conflict with mascu-
linity. According to a report released earlier this year,
the Virginia Department of Education, male high-

Student Test Scores Show Gender Gap
Pass rates show girls
score higher than boys,
especially in earlier years.

“Boys are struggling. We need
to motivate them differently
and teach them differently.”

— Jodie Peters,
literacy coach at Hammond Middle School

Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-917-6431 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Graph by Laurence Foong/Gazette Packet

school students have a 10 percent dropout rate compared to a 7 per-
cent dropout rate for female students.

“Around the state, there are localities where the gender gap in gradu-
ation rates is significantly higher than the minority-white gap in gradu-
ation rates,” said Alexandria Councilman Rob Krupicka, who is also a

Sun-Filled
Festival

The Alexandria African American Heri-
tage Festival attracted crowds with mu-
sic and dance performances on Saturday,
July 25.

A temperatures climbed into the
90s followed by the humidity,
Shiloh Baptist Church David’s
Dancers relax in the shade of
the trees at Market Square to

watch the afternoon program.

Marisa Lengor of the Fairfax
County Health Department set

up at table at the annual festival
offering information on the

H1N1 (Swine flu) virus.

After their perfor-
mance, the Hot
Topic “Twinkle
Stars” regroup

for refreshments.

African American Festival emcee
Jim Henson makes a few an-
nouncements before introducing
the “Nu-Era” contemporary R&B
band to the audience.

Photos by

Louise Krafft

Gazette
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cant. There’s no reason not to demolish
it,” said Bill Conkey, a member board. “The
historical significance this building may
have is not inherent in the structure of the
building.”

The building was originally constructed
in 1944 with federal money by the city of
Alexandria as a nursery for what was then
the city’s African-American neighborhood.
By 1950, the structure became home to
American Legion Post 129, the William Tho-
mas Post, named for the first African-Ameri-
can soldier from Alexandria to be killed in
action during World War I. After purchas-
ing the building, Cromley offered it to the
city as a gift, an offer that was declined.
Now he wants to demolish the structure and
construct a modern eight-unit condo-
minium building.

“I didn’t buy it with the intention of tear-
ing it down,” said Cromley, a former chair-
man of the Parker Gray Board of Architec-
tural Review. “But it doesn’t lend itself to
adaptive reuse because it limits the amount
of uses in this particular location.”

SOME ADVOCATES of historic preserva-
tion say the building’s history warrants its
protection, especially since many of the

older buildings in the neighborhood have
already been demolished. The neighbor-
hood itself takes its name from the old
Parker Gray High School, which no longer
exists. That building took its name from
John Parker, principal of the Snowden
School for Boys, and Sarah Gray, principal
of the Hallowell School for Girls. Neither
of those buildings are around either.

“We have already lost so much of what
used to be our neighborhood,” said
Ferdinand Day, whose daughter attended
the nursery at the building in the 1940s. “I

would like to see that building preserved.”
Within minutes of the vote approving the

demolition permit, historic preservation
advocates were already vowing to appeal
the decision. Over the weekend, they
launched what they’re calling the “Cam-
paign to Save the Legion,” and have initi-
ated an effort to collect the 25 signatures
necessary for the Alexandria City Council
to hear an appeal of the decision. But most
of the preservation advocates seeking to
save the building don’t live in the Parker
Gray District, and even the most ardent sup-

porters say collecting the signatures before
the deadline could prove to be a challenge.
So far, the effort has gained 12 signatures.
The deadline for submitting an application
for appeal is Aug. 5.

“The argument is going to be similar to
the one candidates make to get on the bal-
lot,” said Boyd Walker, chairman of the
Greater Alexandria Preservation Alliance.
“If you agree or even if you disagree, sign-
ing the petition just gets the issue on the
agenda. City Council still gets to make the
final decision.”

Those favoring demolition say the city has
had ample opportunities to preserve the
building. For example, the city owned the
building until 1987, when it was sold to the
American Legion. Then city officials had the
right of first refusal to purchase the build-
ing in 2000, but failed to exercise the op-
tion. Even after Cromley purchased it, he
offered it to the city as a gift but City Man-
ager Jim Hartmann declined the invitation.

“If this building was so integral and such
a key component of the historic fabric of
the district, it wouldn’t be in this predica-
ment,” said Thomas Marlow, a member of
the board explaining his vote. “To me it
sounds like nobody really was concerned
with the building and concerned with pre-
serving it until the bulldozers pulled up.”

Historic Preservation Advocates Vow To Save Building
The American
Legion hall on
North Fayette
Street is at the
center of a
dispute be-
tween historic
preservation
advocates and
a developer
seeking a
demolition
permit.

Photo by

Louise Krafft/

The Gazette Packet
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Open 9-6 • 7 Days
     9023 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax, VA

703-573-5025
2 miles west of I-495 on

Rt. 50 (Vienna Metro)
CravensNursery.com

60-75% OFF
ALL POTTERY
3 New Truckloads

3 Cubic ft. Shredded
Hardwood Mulch $2.99

Bulk Mulch REG. 29.99 19.99 cu. yd.

SUMMER SALE
25% off All Trees &

Shrubs, Hosta, Cacti,
Orchids, Bonsai

Jackson &
Perkins Roses

PA. Wall Stone Sale

Free Estimates-
Hardscape/Landscape, Patios,
Walls, Walkways & so much more

50% OFF

full
pallet $29999

OFF SEASON PRICING
1/2

pallet $14999

To have a notice listed, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call
Steve Hibbard at 703-917-6407 with
questions.

THURSDAY/JULY 30
Community Empowerment. 5:30-9

p.m. Teens and young adults are
invited to 2009 Community
Empowerment Session. This
conference features guest speakers,
workshops, mini-job fair, food, guest
DJ, fun, late night basketball and
more. At the Charles Houston
Recreation Center, 901 Wythe Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-838-0990.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony to
welcome the new Snap Fitness to the
area is scheduled for Thursday, July

30, at 5:30 p.m. The fitness facility is
located at 1315 King Street, in Old
Town Alexandria and is open 24/7.
Call 703-299-9499.

FRIDAY, JULY 31
The Alexandria Giant Food at 6800

Richmond Highway, Beacon Mall,
will celebrate its grand re-opening
with tastings, live music and prizes.
The celebration will continue
throughout the weekend. The first
250 customers to enter the store at 6
a.m. receive a $10 Giant gift card.

SATURDAY/AUG. 1
Friendship Firehouse Festival. 9

a.m. to 2 p.m. Hosted by the

Friendship Veterans Fire Engine
Association. In the 100 block of
South Alfred Street between Prince
and King streets, which will be closed
off to traffic for the festival.
Admission is free.

Free Practice SAT. 9:30 a.m.-1:30
p.m. At the Alexandria Sylvan
Learning Center, 4694 King Street,
Summit Center. To register, call
Janet Armstrong at 888-598-5437,
ext. 127 or email
jarmstrong@cwknetwork.com.

MONDAY/AUG. 3
Alexandria Democratic Committee

Meeting. 8 p.m. At Patrick Henry
School, 4643 Taney Ave., Alexandria.
Call 703-549-3367.

Bulletin Board
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YOU WANT QUALITY SERVICE
FROM A LOCAL AGENT

Chris Umbel
State Farm Agent

703-751-4404
We are open on Saturdays!

Hablamos Español
Visit Us at www.novainsure.com

State Farm Home Office Bloomington, IL State Farm.com

Auto • Home • Business • Life • Health

News

By Ansley LaBarre

Gazette Packet

H
is grand larceny charge hasn’t
left Keith Dewayne Briscoe
without hope. The Alexandria
inmate serves his 90-day sen-

tence with optimism — that he will learn
from his mistake.

Briscoe is among a group of inmates at
the Alexandria Detention
Center participating in the
SET reentry program. SET
— derived from the con-
cepts of sobriety, education
and transition — was cre-
ated by the Alexandria
sheriff’s office under Dana
Lawhorne to prepare con-
victs for life after their re-
lease. Developed in July
2008, the program does not work
selectively but rather caters to all
the inmates preparing to return to
the community.

“The program works,” said
Briscoe. “It gets you prepared for
what’s out there.” As a former main-
tenance engineer, the 42-year-old
is familiar with rejection in the
work force — a disappointment
that will be heightened by his crimi-
nal record.

The primary intention behind re-
entry programs like SET is to re-
duce recidivism rates among in-
mates. SET establishes relation-
ships with shelters, food services
and job providers to get partici-
pants on their feet again. It com-
bats the stereotype that Briscoe
phrases as “once a criminal, always
a criminal.”

The Offender Aid and Restoration
program offers employment-coun-
seling services for inmates through

SET. Although the inmates cannot be guar-
anteed a job upon their release, OAR works
to settle them in opportunities of basic em-
ployment that inmates say are not always
ideal but are jobs nonetheless. The employ-
ment effort combats OAR’s statistic that 74
percent of local detention center detainees,
like those at the Alexandria Detention Cen-
ter, will return to jail within two years of
their release.

“The average person will leave and come
right back again,” said Briscoe, referring to
cellmates he has seen rotate in and out of
the facilities. Briscoe himself is a two-time
offender, but says his participation in the
SET program makes him believe the prison
genuinely doesn’t want to see him back

again.
And they don’t. Lucinda

Buker, captain of Inmate
Service Division, believes
success with the re-entry
program is found in pre-
venting just one or two of
the former inmates from
returning to the Detention

Center.
“They’re not going to do well if the com-

munity doesn’t accept them,” said Buker,
“and they’ll go right back to doing what they
know best. We are constantly revising our

program to hopefully have some impact. We
take initiative because it’s not enough for
them, as ex-convicts, to just work harder.”

The SET program offers five independent
programs with inmates choosing one course

of action to complete, including the
GED and reentry programs. E. Todd
Stubblefield, the deputy’s chaplain,
runs a program for the reentry ser-
vices called “What Does Your To-
morrow Look Like?” Stubblefield’s
intention is for inmates to create a
realistic vision of their future.

“I do see hope and opportuni-
ties,” said Stubblefield, “even
though they have a mark against
them.”

This hope keeps the inmates fo-
cused on establishing life outside
of their cells. Briscoe considers him-
self lucky as he is not forced to rely
on the program’s offer of shelter
services, available for inmates who
have no where else to go after their
release. He plans to return to his
father’s home while scouring the
job market — his way of starting
over.

“I’m most looking forward to
showing myself, my family, and
whoever else that I only slipped up
for a second,” he said.

Jail program helps
inmates with reentry
into the community.

Don’t Come Back

Keith Dewayne Briscoe talks about his life experiences and his hopes for
the future.

A dozen social service providers offered information on local services that can be
provided to the inmates upon release.

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

“The average
person will leave
and come right
back again.”
— Keith Dewayne Briscoe
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By Erica Kicak-

Vanderhoeven
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J
ames Spengler has re
cently been selected as
the new director of
Parks, Recreation, and

Cultural Activities for the City of
Alexandria. A graduate of
Hammond High School, Spengler
was born and raised in Alexandria.
Spengler, who has 35 years of ex-
perience working throughout the
country, will be starting on Aug 10.

Why did you decide to
apply to become the direc-
tor of Parks, Recreation
and Cultural Activities in
Alexandria?

“It is a very well-known city. It’s
a good professional position to be
in. For me it is an opportunity to
come back to Alexandria where I
spent many years grow-
ing up.”

What do you plan
on doing first?

“I’m going to do a lot of listen-
ing. I have a staff to listen to, com-
munity groups to listen to, to for-
mulate a clear plan of action to
move the department and services
forward. There’s a couple of short-
term policies, like special events
policies, that need to be moved
forward within the city that
haven’t been approved by council
yet. Budget resources have to be
planned, given economic plans.”

How does it feel to be
coming back to Alexandria?

“It’s exciting. After the Recre-
ation and Parks Commission meet-
ing, one of the members came up
to me and said, ‘hey, do you re-
member this person?’ I said, ‘Yeah,
I went to high school with that
person’ and they said, ‘well, that’s
my father,’ so I’ve been running
into people or their children that

I’ve known before.”

How do you think having a
history with Alexandria will
affect your perspective in
how you do your job?

“I can appreciate how things

Spengler To Lead
Parks, Recreation

James
Spengler

Q&A

See Taylor Run,  Page23

Neighborhoods

port Inn. It was all warehouses. I
can understand how neighbor-
hoods change over time. The
Arlandria I grew up in is different
from the Arlandria now. To under-
stand from where things started to
where they are now provides long-
term perspective to see how much
time it takes [to produce] change
in the city.”

How are you going to use
your experience from
working in so many places?

“Every place I’ve worked, I’ve
had different experiences. Prince
William County was mostly start-
ing up a new organization, so [I
worked on] initiating new pro-
grams and services. California was
basically after Prop 13 and rev-
enue funds were frozen, so grow-
ing revenues was key. Arlington
was about being able to implement
a very complex capital recruitment
plan. The most recent experience
(in the Toledo, Ohio area) was
preservation of open space. They
were key components of what I’ve
been told needs to be done [in Al-
exandria.] I think it is an advan-
tage to have the different commu-
nity experiences.”

used to be or
at least the
baseline of
where things
started. For
i n s t a n c e ,
when I was
in high
school the
only busi-
ness in what
we now call
Old Town
was the Sea-

Taylor Run they came to be in the attic of her
Rucker Place house.

YIP YIP YAPHANK
The letters were written during

1917-1918 by Gabriel Harle, a pri-
vate in the British army, to Mrs.
Sweeley who befriended him here.
(He was especially grateful for the
cake she sent.)

The letters, first from camp,
came later from France, where he

HISTORIC FIND
Moina Ratliff of Rucker Place

was enthralled by the discovery of
World War I letters beneath the
insulation of her air-conditioning,
discovered by workmen during
replacement work.

The letters were written to
Nellie Sweeley of Portsmouth, Va.,
and later Rhode Island Avenue,
D.C. Moina hopes to find out how
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Opinion

W
ith the explosion in the local
population of deer comes a
smaller but significant explo-
sion in cases of Lyme Disease.

Lyme is transmitted to humans from
deer by way of a bite from a deer tick.

Deer ticks are tiny, and most often
go unnoticed. The first symptoms of
Lyme disease are often a fever, flu-like aches
and headache. Sometimes victims exhibit a red
ring or bulls eye pattern, presumably around
the original tick bite. When treated early with
antibiotics, most people recover fully.

But untreated early, the disease can be com-
plex and difficult, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention: “After several
months, approximately 60 percent of patients
with untreated infection will begin to have in-
termittent bouts of arthritis, with severe joint
pain and swelling. … In addition, up to 5 per-
cent of untreated patients may develop chronic
neurological complaints months to years after
infection.” This can include problems with con-
centration and memory.

One of the obstacles to early treatment is
the lack of a reliable diagnostic test for Lyme
disease.

U.S. Rep. Frank Wolf (R-10th), chairman of
the bipartisan House Lyme Disease Caucus,
announced an increase in the CDC’s budget
for Lyme disease by more than $3.6 million to
$8.9 million. In particular the funding will
encourage the CDC and NIH to develop more
accurate diagnostic tests for Lyme, as well as
more research, record keeping and education.

The seriousness of the problem lo-
cally was evidenced when more than
300 people turned out for an informa-
tional meeting on Lyme disease Wolf

held last year.
For more, see www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/

Lyme.

Hoping for Better
We’ve mentioned before that we’re suffer-

ing from election fatigue and the summer dol-
drums, so like most people, we’re not ready to
focus on coming races in November. But given
the crisis state of transportation funding, one
could hope for more from the Republican and
Democratic candidates for governor.

Creigh Deeds’ (D) Web site,
www.deedsforvirginia.com, offers a quick link
to “Issues,” but transportation does not appear

as one of his issues. One might assume that a
contentious primary process would have forced
Deeds to have a well-articulated plan by this
point in the process.

To be fair, Deeds’ transportation “plan” ap-
pears under the issue of economic plan: “Work
with the General Assembly and local stakehold-
ers to design and pass a long-term, multi-
modal, statewide, creative transportation pro-
posal in his first year as governor.” To say this
lacks substance is a bit of an understatement.

More to come, no doubt.
Meanwhile, Bob McDonnell (R) has pro-

posed a detailed transportation plan which
actually offers little more, because it includes
no new source of revenue. McDonnell’s plan
mostly appears to call for shifting money from
other priorities to transportation, also not
much of a plan. Judge for yourself at
www.bobmcdonnell.com.

More to come, no doubt.
Be sure that you’re registered to vote; be-

sides statewide races for governor, lieutenant
governor and attorney general, all 100 seats
in the House of Delegates are on the ballot Nov.
3. To check on your registration, see
www.sbe.virginia.gov and click on voter infor-
mation.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Containing Lyme
disease is important
to health locally.

Emphasis on Lyme Well Placed

Editorials

Guilt by
Association
To the Editor:

We’ve all heard about guilt by
association. It is considered to be
a bad practice. Now some Parker
Gray residents appear to believe
in guilt by association for build-
ings. The Gazette article on the
possible demolition of the African
American Legion Hall on Fayette
Street relates that some neighbors
don’t care to have the building
preserved. Their reason is that the
immediate area has been the scene
of criminal activity in the past.
Buildings don’t commit crimes;
people do.

The neighborhood residents
with no wish to preserve this his-
toric building are the same resi-
dents who campaigned hard to
have the Parker Gray neighbor-
hood declared a National Regis-
ter District. The Legion Hall is a
“contributing structure” for the
historic district. In other words
it ’s  emblematic of the
neighborhood’s history as an Af-
rican American community. Tear
down enough of the contributing
structures in a National Register
District and that district can be
removed from the register.
People who want to live in an
historic neighborhood must tol-

Letters to the Editor

erate some historic buildings in
their midst.

Katy Cannady
Alexandria

Save Legion
Building
To the Editor:

Sometimes unfortunate things
happen in Alexandria, and the
application to demolish the Ameri-
can Legion building at 224 N.
Fayette St. is one of them. It is be-
ing put forward by developer Bill
Cromley, so that he can put eight
condominiums on the site. But
there is a little yellow building that
has been there for 65 years, that
many people have forgotten
about, or walk by without notic-
ing. This building is more valuable
to the community than a new
building, no matter how attractive,
but it will be a challenge to con-
vince people that this building is
special, and has a special connec-
tion to the neighborhood.

The building has been ne-
glected, but that does not neces-
sarily mean it is ready for the
dustbin. Several letters to the BAR
emphasized that it maintains its
architectural features and can be
restored. It was placed on the site
so that it could be part of the park.

See Letters,  Page 10

The original site plan shows a little
picket fence that opens onto a
playground where the present
playground is. That is because it
was built as a nursery during
World War II, so that African
American defense workers would
have child care. In fact, Ferdinand
Day’s daughter attended this nurs-
ery.

It was designed according plans
provided by Virginia State Depart-
ment of Education. I believe it is
easy to see that it is a unique build-
ing, unlike any other in Alexan-
dria, or the Parker Gray neighbor-
hood. It was one of six built, and
the only one for African American
children. In fact it is the last sur-
viving school that tells the story
of the days of segregation in Alex-
andria.

The nursery lost its funding, and
so the building was leased to the
American Legion, which continues
the building’s connection to World
War II. It became the William Tho-
mas Post, named after the first
African fatality of WW I, and be-
came an African American Legion
Hall. It was this post for almost 60
years, and in fact has not been
vacant for many years, as last
week’s Gazette article said. It has
been a working part of this com-
munity and should stay a part of
the community and the site.

The next unfortunate thing to

happen is that the city, who had
sold it to the American Legion,
declined to buy it when the Ameri-
can Legion sold it. And now many
in the community are basing their
support for the demolition on the
fact that this building is a little
rough around the edges, and re-
cently had a rough history, and
that the city passed up the chance
to purchase it under a former city
manager. We should not let past
misfortunes determine the future.
Otherwise, we are neglecting is a
chance to preserve a piece of his-
tory, that is part of the African
American History of Alexandria.

It is unfortunate that the appli-
cant was able to convince the
Parker Gray Board of Architectural
Review that this building could not
be restored, that it cannot be re-
used for any purpose, and it is not
the African American history that
Alexandria wants to preserve. I
can assure you there are many citi-
zens of Alexandria who do think
this history should be preserved.
Only two members of the board
stood up for preservation of this
building: the chair, Christina
Kelley , and Douglas Meick. The
other members dismissed the cri-
teria of the Parker Gray district and
the staff recommendation against
demolition.
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Letters

See Letters,  Page 12

It was especially unfortunate after a num-
ber of African Americans stood up and told
of their fond memories and connection to
the building. A member of the William Tho-
mas Post was the first to ask that the build-
ing be saved. Lillie Finklea, the patron saint
of Freedman’s Cemetery, said she had many
good memories of the Legion. Dorothy
Turner, whose brother participated in the
1939 sit-in at the Alexandria Library, also
asked that the building be saved.

This building would be a great addition

to any tour of Alexandria, and if people did
not stand up to save it earlier, or fight for
its preservation, maybe it is because they
did not know its special history. There was
also no threat of development. I hope city
council will not ignore these voices when
the appeal comes before them.

It is always easier to simply erase a piece
of history, than to preserve a building that
tells the story. A plaque on the property and
a file in the library cannot replace the his-
tory that is exists right now in a little yel-
low building on Fayette St. in the heart of
Parker Gray. This building can be restored

and it can tell a great story of perseverance
and survival, not only of a building, but a
very special community.

Boyd Walker
Greater Alexandria Preservation Alliance

Alexandria

Matter of
Common Sense
To the Editor:

It makes me feel a little anger and hurt

to think that I may have been the only one
with common sense to use my cell phone
to call 911 in the matter of an incident that
took place on Tuesday evening of July 21
within our community of Olde Towne West.

As I was rushing home to get ready for
Bible class, I noticed that the regular group
of residents that usually spend their time
in front of the mid-rise building where I re-
side had moved to the little park across from
the building and was looking up. I could
not think of what could be wrong, so I asked
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Muhtadi records a sack during a game against Clemson this past fall.
Muhtadi (left) and his cousin, Laith Wallschleger (right), go helmet-to-
helmet during a recent training session.

From Page 1

News

team cut 23 others) to make the Packers’
training camp roster.

But Muhtadi, born and raised down the
street from St. Stephen’s/St. Agnes, never
would have reached this point without both
the help and challenges presented by grow-
ing up in Alexandria.

“This community has been so great. In
order for me to get picked up, it really took
every corner of Alexandria working for me,”
said Muhtadi last week. “But coming out of
T.C. … nobody knew about me.”

MUHTADI IS AWARE of the irony, back
home in Alexandria training to make the
team that is home to some of pro football’s
most iconic figures, considering his four
years of T.C. Williams football included just
four wins.

And though Muhtadi got pulled up to the
varsity as a freshman in 2000 and was sec-
ond in the Patriot District in sacks as a se-
nior in 2004, he languished a bit under the
constant upheaval within the program. Dur-
ing his four years, Muhtadi had four
coaches, and just one who stayed more than
a season.

Recently, though, he has returned to his
old stomping grounds, eschewing the train-
ing facilities in College Park, Md., in favor
of some home cooking with his family. Al-
most every day for the past month, Muhtadi,
his longtime trainer B.J. Ketchum, and
Wallschleger have taken to the football field
at either T.C. Williams or St. Stephen’s/St.
Agnes, working on strength, conditioning,
and anything else Muhtadi might need
come this weekend when he’s going up
against some of the best football players on
the planet.

Wallschleger, in particular, has been at his
cousin’s beckon call all summer long. He
grew up going to Muhtadi’s games at T.C.
Williams and later at Division-III Christo-
pher Newport University and Maryland.
Now, as Ketchum explains it, he’s “Dean’s
dummy.”

“He has been known to call me at one in

the morning to go over film or lift,” said
the 220-pound Wallschleger, a tight end and
defensive lineman on the St. Stephen’s/St.
Agnes football team. “I just drop everything.
Not too many guys get to work with an NFL
player, so I’m very fortunate.”

ON THIS DAY, a week before training
camp starts, Muhtadi and Wallschleger are
in the middle of what they deem a light
workout, but the soaring temperatures have
both covered in sweat before their warm
up is over. The two move onto medicine ball
exercises, hurling the ball as far as they can,
with Ketchum ensuring they maintain
proper hip position to simulate the explo-
sion necessary for a lineman to come out of
his stance once the ball is snapped.

From there, the group does football drills.
Ketchum is the imaginary quarterback,
while Muhtadi and Wallschleger alternate
taking reps as defensive lineman against

one another. Only when Muhtadi deems his
and Wallschleger’s performances chasing
down Ketchum adequate do they saddle
over to 400-pound tires lying along the
track.

After another 20 minutes of 30-yard sets
flipping those oversized tires, the group —
now joined by Robert Asmar, a former team-
mate of Wallschleger who is playing for
William & Mary’s football
team this fall — begin an-
other round of football
drills. This time, though,
Muhtadi straps on his old
Maryland helmet, while
Wallschleger puts the red,
winged helmet of SSSAS
and a set of pads to simu-
late double teaming
Muhtadi at the line of
scrimmage.

Within minutes, Muhtadi had ripped both
of his cousin’s shoulder pads — the second
day in a row he has done that. The loser of
these line play exercises usually has to buy
lunch.

Supervising all of this is Ketchum, a
teacher at MacArthur Elementary School
and the throwing coach for the T.C. Will-
iams track and field program. He and
Muhtadi met at T.C. Williams when
Ketchum was trying to persuade him to try
out the shot put.

The two didn’t start working together
until the spring of Muhtadi’s senior year of
high school, when Ketchum saw Muhtadi
running laps around the track in prepara-
tion for playing college football at Division-
III Christopher Newport. The two friends
have continued their relationship through
Muhtadi’s transfer to Maryland and now
that he’s on the cusp of making an NFL ros-
ter.

“He’s like a little brother to me … a big-
ger little brother,” said Ketchum. “He has
come from nothing. He’s constantly had to
fight to prove people wrong, but he has
embraced that.”

Coming out of  T.C. Williams, Muhtadi
had no interest from Division-I programs

and of the Division-III programs recruiting
him, Muhtadi had only heard of one: Chris-
topher Newport University in the Hampton
Roads area of Virginia.

Rather than sulk about his lack of notori-
ety, Muhtadi, who had been SGA president
in high school and started the Titan Pride
spirit club, embraced the slight. In two years
at Christopher Newport, he became a mem-

ber of the school
President’s leadership
program, the honors
program, the execu-
tive board of the busi-
ness school, the stu-
dent exchange pro-
gram, and by his
sophomore season,
was named captain of
the football team.

Still, he longed for more.
“I felt like everything was falling into

place, it was the hardest decision to leave,”
said Muhtadi. “I just wanted to play Divi-
sion-I ball so bad.”

He transferred to Maryland as a walk on
in time for the 2006 college football sea-
son. He sat out that year due to NCAA trans-
fer rules. Quickly, though, Muhtadi made
an impression on coaches. He saw action
in six games as a redshirt junior in 2007
and earned an award for having the high-
est GPA on the team.

As a senior this past fall playing mostly
defensive tackle, he played in all 13 games,
finishing tied for third on the team in sacks,
earning Academic All-ACC honors and the
recognition of having the highest GPA of any
senior on the squad. He also became some-
thing of a folk legend last September, when
a motivational speech (or scream, depend-
ing on whom one asks) before Maryland’s
game against California propelled the Ter-
rapins to a 35-27 victory that many on the
team pointed to as the turning point of the
season.

But Muhtadi’s passion as it relates to foot-
ball is quite unique. He loves to play the
sport, but unlike the millions of Americans

Looking To Beat the Odds at Packers Training Camp

Muhtadi played on the T.C. Will-
iams varsity football team (2000-
2004) for all four years of high
school, but won just four games
over that time.

See Muhtadi,  Page 26
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“It really took every
corner of Alexandria
working for me.”

 — Dean Muhtadi on how he
made it to the NFL
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See Letters,  Page 20

and the response was: “Someone fell or
was thrown out of the window!”

I looked up and saw residents looking out
of the window of the third floor laundry
room. I noticed that the maintenance stor-
age room window on the fourth floor had
been broken and a lady with the cell phone
in the third floor laundry room window was
looking downward and seemed to have
been talking to someone. I figured some-
one had called 911.

I started walking into the building then
paused and asked “Did anyone call 911” No
response. So I asked again, “Did anyone call
911?” A question with no response again.  I
ended up calling 911 and tried to explain
nature of the call to the dispatch. Speaking
with the dispatcher, I had gathered that I
was the only one who had called the 911
line for help.

Maybe it was a matter of the Lord step-
ping in, but I still hope I was not the only
one who called.

Geri Baldwin
Alexandria

A Challenging
Front Desk
To the Editor:

I’m sorry that Ms. Fisher has a less than
satisfactory experience (“Another View on

Patient Care,” Gazette Packet, July 9) at
Alexandria Hospital. In fairness to the hos-
pital, I had a more than satisfactory experi-
ence albeit with a snafu at the Same Day
Outpatient Surgery Admissions Staff.

I was scheduled for outpatient surgery at
Alexandria Hospital for 8 a.m. on June 9. A
few days before the surgery, I was called by
a nurse who went over medications, any
allergies I might have, and other pertinent
administrative details. I was told to be at
the hospital by 6 a.m. as some laboratory
blood work had to be done before the sur-
gery. I arrived at 5:45 a.m. and proceeded
to the Same Day Outpatient Surgery Ad-
missions Office. There were two desks, side
by side, but only one was occupied. I
checked in with Admin person ‘A’ and was
told to have a seat until Admin person ‘B’
showed up. When Admin person ‘B’ showed
up (with coffee cup in hand) I checked in. I
was asked basically the same administra-
tive questions that had been asked by the
nurse over the telephone. I was then told
to take three steps to the left to talk to
Admin person ‘A’ who essentially asked the
same administrative type questions. I then
told Admin person ‘B’ that I had to have
some blood work done prior to the surgery
and she sad the Operating Room Nurse
would come and get me shortly. After 30
minutes of waiting, I reminded Admin per-
son ‘B’ that I needed some blood work done
before surgery. She said to have a seat. Af-
ter 30 more minutes of waiting, I again told
Admin person ‘B’ that she better find the

Operating Room Nurse as time was becom-
ing a factor in getting the Laboratory work
done before the surgery. A few minutes later,
the Operating Room Nurse came to the
Admissions Office and said, “We’ve been
looking for you.” This was not a very com-
fortable situation for the patient.

The nursing personnel were very good
and the surgery went fine. After recovery,
my clothing was returned to me and I felt
no pressure to immediately leave the hos-

pital.  The staff gave me the therapy direc-
tions from the surgeon and the helped me
to my ride home. Two days later, I received
a call from the hospital asking how I was
doing and did I need any further help. I
thought this was a very nice practice to do
a follow up check on the health and wel-
fare of the patient.

Overall, If I were asked to rate my experi

11:37 a.m., July 26: Lindsay, an African Gray Congo
Parrot and Gail McGhion at the Brenman Park
Farmers Market.

Snapshot
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette

Elmer watches over the four-footed
traffic in the Royal Pet Kennel.

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette

Alexandria resident Bailey
Rosenberg.

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette

Nature’s Nibbles provides a self-
service doggie wash for customers.Places to

Pamper
Your Pet
Alexandria offers
many options for
pet services.

By Erica Kicak-Vanderhoeven

The Gazette

A
lexandrians love their animals.
Few other communities are so
dog friendly, and very few
other places can support such a

wide range of pet specialty shops. These lo-
cal stores have everything any pet could want
or even dream of, and they offer services to
make every owner happy.

For Pet’s Sake
1537 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria, 703-931-

2600; Open Tuesdays-Fridays until 6 p.m.,
Saturdays until 5 p.m.; opens at 7 a.m. on
Wednesdays so customers can come before
work

For Pet’s Sake groomers groom all types of
dogs and cats. There are nine groomers on
staff, making it much easier to arrange ap-
pointments. The different groomers special-
ize in different sizes of animal and hair types.
The store also sells food, treats, leashes and
shampoos.

Royal Pet Kennel
5916 North Kings Hwy., Alexandria;

royalpetkennel.com; 703-354-7222; kennel
drop-off Mondays-Fridays 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Saturdays 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sundays 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Royal Pet Kennel was once a full-service pet
shop. Although it now sticks to just running a
kennel, the store’s days as a pet shop have
left the staff experienced with all varieties of
pets. While many boarding facilities serve just
dogs and cats, this kennel boards dogs, cats,

birds, rabbits, and other exotic animals —
including one gecko that they board twice a
year. “If it’s your pet, we board it,” they say.

The family-owned business also sells some
pet supplies, but most of the sales are to their
boarding customers. The store is most con-
cerned with being a high-quality kennel.

Pet Sage
2391 S. Dove St., Alexandria; petsage.com;

703-299-5044; Open Mondays-Fridays 10
a.m.-6 p.m., Thursdays until 8 p.m., Satur-
days 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Open since 1995, Pet Sage is best described
as a “health-food store for animals,” prima-
rily dogs and cats. The store sells natural and
organic pet foods and treats, raw foods, and
also the ingredient for owners that want to
prepare their own pet food. Other health-re-
lated offerings include herbal therapies for
pet’s health problems, such as arthritis, and
botanical skin care products for dogs.

It also sells pet store basics like toys, bed-
ding, and kitty litter, except that in this store
those products are more eco-friendly than
most of the products on the market.

Dogtopia
3121 Colvin St., Alexandria;

dogdaycare.com/alexandria; 703-751-PETS;
Open Weekdays 7 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturdays

10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sundays, for boarding only,
11 a.m.-2 p.m.

After taking their own dog to Dogtopia’s
Tysons Corner location for several years, Jeff
and Sandy Lutton decided to open a Dogtopia
in Alexandria.

Dogtopia is an open facility, which means
that rather than being kept in their own pens,
the dogs can be out playing with other dogs.
They are put into groups based on their sizes
and temperaments, and there are even
Webcams so that owners can peek in on their
dogs and see if they’re happy. The facility also
has groomers on site so that boarded dogs
can be groomed, without their owners hav-
ing to make appointments on their own time.

Chateau Animaux
101 S. St. Asaph St., Alexandria; chateau-

animaux.com; 703-518-5188; Open Mon-
days-Fridays 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturdays 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. (7 p.m. in Summer), Sundays
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. (6 p.m. in Summer)

Chateau-Animaux is a specialty pet bakery,
serving “the best treats in the DC area.” Treats
are sold by the pound, in varieties that put
basic milkbones to shame. Some treats come
frosted and in shapes, including some variet-

ies that sound just like human treats — like
doughnuts, animal crackers and bar cookies.

Still, this bakery is health conscious, offer-
ing treats free of soy, corn, and wheat, to
which many dogs have allergies or sensitivi-
ties. It also has a section for cats, as well as
basic pet products, like leashes and collars.

Old Town School for Dogs
529 Oronoco St., Alexandria; otsfd.com;

703-836-7643; Open Weekdays 7:30 a.m. to
7 p.m., Saturdays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sundays
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

At dog daycares, dogs can burn off extra
energy, but at Old Town School for Dogs, the
animals actually learn to become better be-
haved. The school has classes during the day,
as well as offering private one-on-one lessons
for dogs and their owners. Day classes also
include head-start for puppies.

Along with training, there is also walk-in
nail clipping and a selection of basic and va-
riety dog and cat supplies.

Barkley Square Bakery
And Boutique

2006 Mt Vernon Ave., Alexandria;

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette

Nature’s Nibbles owner Chris
Gabriel.

Weekday manager of Royal Pet
Kennel, Laura Akl, tends to an
orphaned baby bird in-between
checking in dogs to their kennel.

See Pampering,  Page 19

Pet Sage owner Terri Grow talks to
Dempsey at the shop on Dove
Street.
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Theatre

Evening of  Highlights
Little Theatre of Alexandria stages ‘Gypsy.’

Where and When
“Gypsy” runs through Aug. 15 at the Little The-

atre of Alexandria, 600 Wolf Street. Performances
are Wednesday – Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday
at 3 p.m. Tickets are $18 - $21. Call 703-683-0496
or log on to www.thelittletheatre.com

Shane Canfield/The Gazette

Sara Jane Lilley as Louise.

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

T
he Little Theatre of Alex-
andria seems to be follow-
ing that old adage “lead
with your strength” for its

new production of the classic musical
“Gypsy” based on the early years in the
life of Gypsy Rose Lee.

There are plenty of highlights
throughout the evening, but the high-
est of these is the one that starts the
night off: Christopher Tomasino lead-
ing the on-stage orchestra through one
of the all-time great Broadway over-
tures.

It isn’t often that a community
theater’s orchestra does this well with
an overture and this particular over-
ture is one of the best. Opening with
the trumpet blast on the “I Had A
Dream” theme that recurs throughout
the play, the orchestra works its way
through three of the better known
melodies of the full score before wrap-
ping up with a wallop. Tomasino has
his forces going full out at the highest
energy level they hit all night.

The show that follows has additional
marvelous moments. Nicky McDonnell
soars on “Some People” and “Everything’s
Coming Up Roses” (which, given her
character’s name of Rose, actually involves
a very telling double meaning which might
well see some of the lyrics spelled
“Everything’s Coming Up Rose’s”).

Later, when the story progresses from the
decaying world of vaudeville to the deca-
dent world of burlesque, a trio of tawdry
strippers teaches
the soon-to-be-star
Gypsy that what
you need in bur-
lesque is not talent,
you just “Gotta
Have A Gimmick.”
Ashley Edmiston,
Kathy Sanders and
Jennifer Strand
make this comedy number another memo-
rable highlight.

Then, too, there is the moment in the
spotlight for Mickey Daguiso who builds a
soft shoe routine into an exciting routine
with a big finish as he sings and dances “All
I Need Is the Girl” while Sara Jane Lilley
follows his every movement as the young
girl he doesn’t even know has a crush on
him.

Lilley has her own highlight in the first
act when, as the neglected younger daugh-
ter who is still in the shadow of her sister,
she sings to a lamb that has been given to
her as a birthday present “Little Lamb, Little
Lamb, I wonder how old I am.” Later, when
she grows up to become a star of burlesque,
she works her way through a series of strip-
tease (and “tease” is the operative word

here) scenes.
The show is one of the most revived of

Broadway musicals because name actresses
want to sink their teeth into the role of
Mama Rose, stage mother extraordinaire.
Ethel Merman demonstrated unsuspected
dramatic capabilities when she originated
the role in 1959. Angela Lansbury, Tyne
Daly,  Bernadette Peters and, most recently,
Patti LuPone have played the role in Broad-

way revivals.
Here, the show

is staged by
Joanna Henry who
follows a bit of an
unorthodox ap-
proach to the char-
acter of the ulti-
mate stage mother
whose ambitions

smother her daughters. In terms of design,
however, Henry’s production is both well
within the traditional approach and quite
well done. Ken Crowley’s sets are slide-on/
slide-off platforms with the orchestra placed
upstage stage behind a transparent scrim.
Grant Kevin Lane’s costumes represent what
the characters might well be wearing from
the early ’20s to early ’30s with the excep-
tion of the intentionally outlandish outfits
for the strippers and the vaudeville act.

❖❖❖
Brad Hathaway reviews theater in Virginia,

Washington and Maryland as well as Broad-
way, and edits Potomac Stages, a Web site
covering theater in the region
(www.PotomacStages.com). He can be
reached at Brad@PotomacStages.com.
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Summer Specials
 Dover Sole • Bouillabaisse
  Frog Legs • Beef Wellington
    • Coq au Vin

• Soft Shell Crabs
• Cold Salmon Platter

• Chef Specials

127 N. Washington St., Old Town
703-548-4661

Smoke-Free Restaurant
www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Calendar

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Pho-
tos and artwork are encouraged. Deadline
is Thursday at noon for the following week’s
paper. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-917-6407
with questions.

THURSDAY/JULY 30
Music at Twilight Concert at Fort

Ward Park. 7 p.m. Traditional Irish
music from the Irish Breakfast Band. At
Fort Ward Park, 4301 W. Braddock Rd.
Call the Special Events Hotline at 703-
883-4686 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

Jim Stephanson and John Previti. 7-
9 p.m. Blues, swing and jazz-inspired
tunes. Free. At the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, part of the Thursday Nite Local
Spotlight series. At 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-838-4565 or go to
www.torpedofactory.org.

Pizza Party and Family Orientation.
7 p.m. At Uhler Street Playground,
Mount Vernon Community School,
2601 Commonwealth Ave., Alexandria.
The orientation will take place in the
school auditorium. Contact Wendy
Moniz at wendymoniz@comcast.net or
703-683-6961.

18th-Century Dance Classes at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum. 7:30-
9:30 p.m. Also Thursdays, Aug. 6 and
Aug. 13. Learn the dances of Jane
Austen, George Washington, and
Abigail Adams in Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum’s historic ballroom. Dance
master Corky Palmer will lead this fun
and educational series of 18th-century
English country dance classes in
preparation for the Jane Austen Ball on
Saturday, Aug. 15. At Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 North Royal Street,
Alexandria. The cost for lessons is $30
for the series or $12 per class.
Reservations are requested and can be
made by calling 703-838-4242.

Groovy Mr. Nate. 11 am.  Join Mr. Nate
in making music! Recommended for
ages 2 & up. At Barrett Library, 717
Queen St., Alexandria. Call 703-838-
4555, ext. 3.

Summer Quest Junior Event. 7 p.m.
“Secondhand Stars” Bob Brown
Puppets, a “green” variety show with
recycled materials. At the Burke
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Rd.
This program is recommended for ages
5 and under, and children must be
accompanied by an adult. Call 703-
519-6000.

“The Fugue,” the film. 9:30 p.m.
screening of film produced by Kathryn
O’Sullivan. “The Fugue” is a thriller
about a young graphic designer living
in Chinatown who is haunted by the
spirit of a dead childhood friend. It was
filmed last summer in the area.  At the
Old Town Theater on King Street in
Alexandria. Admission to the premiere
is free. Call O’Sullivan at 703-464-
5709.

FRIDAY, JULY 31
Jeff Majors in Concert. 8 p.m. As part

of his National Tour for the Homeless,
gospel/jazz artist Jeff Majors is giving a
concert to benefit the ministries of
Rising Hope United Methodist Mission
Church. At Bethlehem Baptist Church,
7836 Fordson Rd., Alexandria.
Admission free but tickets required.
Contact Rising Hope at 703-360-1976
or email
risinghope@risinghopeumc.org.

Alexandria Citizens Band. 7:30 p.m.
concert. Jack Dusek, interim
conductor. At Market Square, 301 King
St., Old Towne Alexandria. Call 703-
339-6643 or go to
www.band.alexandria.va.us.

SATURDAY, AUG. 1
Potomac River Moonlight Dance

Cruise. 8:30-11:30 p.m. CAC of
Washington, an organization of 250
single Catholics in the area, is
sponsoring its night cruise aboard the
Cherry Blossom. Boarding begins at
8:15 p.m. at the foot of North Union

and Cameron Streets. Admission is
$47. Contact Michael Coogan at 301-
916-6336 or email:
dance@dcsinglecatholicpro.org or visit
us at www.DCsingleCatholicPro.org

Friendship Firehouse Festival. 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Celebrates the 235th birthday
of the Historic Fire Company,
Restoration and Repainting of the
Cupola. Hosted by the Friendship
Veterans Fire Engine Association. View
a collection of antique and modern fire
equipment and apparatus. At 107
South Alfred Street between Prince
and King streets, which will be closed
off to traffic for the festival. Admission
is free. Call 703-838-3891 or visit
www.friendshipfirehouse.net.

Soldier-Led Walking Tours at Fort
Ward. 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Free.
Participants begin the tour inside the
Museum with a brief orientation of the
Defenses of Washington. Visitors will
learn about Fort Ward’s construction
and a soldier’s life in the Defenses of
Washington as they explore the
Officers’ Hut, the preserved walls of
the fort, and the restored Northwest
Bastion during the hour-long tour. At
4301 West Braddock Road in
Alexandria. Call Fort Ward Museum at
703-838-4848 or visit
www.fortward.org.

Floral Design Lecture: Preserving
and Drying Your Garden
Treasures. 9:30-11 a.m. Get a jump
on winter by saving your garden
treasures, before they disappear. Bruce
Nash demonstrates several methods for
preserving and drying your flowers and
foliage, and shows you beautiful
arrangement possibilities. $18. At
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road, Alexandria. Call 703-642-
5173 or go to  www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/gsgp/

Midwifery in the 1700s at Carlyle
House Historic Park. Noon to 4
p.m. A reenactment of the Day John
Carlyle Moved into his Alexandria
Home and a Lecture by Scholar Leni
Sorenson on Childbirth in the 1700’s.
At 2 p.m., Leni Sorensen, Research
Historian at Monticello, will present
a free lecture titled “Brought to Bed:
Childbearing and Medicine in Early
Federal America.” A $5 donation is
suggested for the lecture. Carlyle
House is located at 121 North Fairfax
Street in Old Town Alexandria. Visit
www.nvrpa.org, or call 703-549-
2997.

Railroad Days at The Lyceum. 11
a.m. - 5 p.m. The Potomac Division of
the National Model Railroad
Association will present working HO

gauge trains and a digital command
system. Learn about miniature trains
and Operation Lifesaver, a national
railroad safety program. Admission is
free. At 201 S. Washington St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-838-4994 or
www.AlexandriaHistory.org.

Jonathan Parker Performs. 10 p.m.
The Saint Stephens/Saint Agnes
graduate earned a degree in Jazz
Studies at the Oberlin Music
Conservatory and has been performing
in Shanghai and Beijing. Scheduled to
perform at Hard Times Café in
Alexandria. $5 cover, reservations
suggested.

SUNDAY/AUG. 2
1759 Conversations: Establishing

Gunston Hall. 3:30-4:30 p.m. Enjoy
a conversation with Mrs. Sarah Brent
Mason and some of her friends about
redecorating her home, Gunston Hall.
George Mason and his family moved
into Gunston Hall 250 years ago.
Gunston Hall Plantation, 10709
Gunston Rd., Mason Neck. 703-550-
9220 or http://www.gunstonhall.org.
Included in site admission: $9, $8
seniors, $5 ages 6 to 18, younger free.

Architecture in the Afternoon
Tours. 2 p.m. Discover the
architecture of George Mason’s 250-
year old home. This 90-minute tour
explores the mansion’s exterior and
interior. Visit with costumed
interpreters directly after the tour.
Regular admission.  Friends free.  The
tour is recommended for adults and
young persons over 12 years old.
Gunston Hall Plantation, 10709
Gunston Rd., Mason Neck. Call 703-
550-9220 or http://
www.gunstonhall.org.

Railroad Days at The Lyceum. 1-5
p.m. The Potomac Division of the
National Model Railroad Association
will present working HO gauge trains
and a digital command system. Learn
about miniature trains and Operation
Lifesaver, a national railroad safety
program. Admission is free. At 201 S.
Washington St., Alexandria. Call 703-
838-4994 or
www.AlexandriaHistory.org.

THURSDAY/AUG. 6
Jim Stephanson and John Previti. 7-

9 p.m. Blues, swing and jazz-inspired
tunes. Free. At the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, part of the Thursday Nite Local
Spotlight series. At 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-838-4565 or go to
www.torpedofactory.org.

AUG. 13, 14, 15
“Peter Pan.”  7:30 p.m. with Saturday matinee at 2 p.m. Presented by Morningstar

Productions, which consists entirely of home-educated students in grades 7
through 12 residing in Northern Virginia. At Plymouth Haven Baptist Church,
8600 Plymouth Road, Alexandria. $8/adult, $5/student/child. Gina Smithers at
Smithersgm@gmail.com or 703-577-3966.
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KNOWN FOR QUALITY & REPUTABLE WORK

SATISFYING CUSTOMERS FOR OVER 15 YEARS
• Residential & Commercial • Asphalt Driveways • Concrete Driveways • Parking Lots

• Patchwork/Repairs • Crack Seal/Repair • Stripping • New Construction
• Property Maintenance • 1-Year Warranty • Free Estimate

• Second Generation Family Owned/Operated • Licensed/Insured
• VA Class A Contractor

KATHMAR ASPHALT CONSTRUCTION
Office: 703-370-3737 Mobile: 703-910-0083

Serving All of Northern Virginia

The Best in Senior Living

703-243-4300
Call Today

• Rents Starting at $950
• All Utilities Included
• And Just Two Blocks from Ballston Metro
• Frost-Free Refrigerator
• Underground Garage Parking
• Spacious Kitchens and Bathrooms
• Wellness Programs
• Full-Time Social Services Coordinator
• Prices are Subject to Change

4300 N. Carlin Springs Road, Arlington, VA 22203

Offering
Starting at 55 years

THE CARLIN Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

From Page 16

Pampering
barkleysquarebakery.com; 703-548-DOGG;

Open Weekdays 12 p.m. to 5 p.m., Saturdays
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sundays 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Described as a “one-stop shop,” Barkley
Square Bakery and Boutique has on-site
grooming and pet-sitting services attached to
the bakery and retail. The shop also offers
Old Town Excursions and dog walking for
tourists. For local dogs, the bakery also caters
dog birthday parties, complete with cake
(pupcakes) and ice cream that can be enjoyed
by both dogs and humans.

Treat offerings include all-natural bakery
fresh cheese, peanut butter, chicken, or beef-
based treats, as well as longer-lasting boxed
treats.

Nature’s Nibbles
2601 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria;

naturesnibbles.com; 701-931-5241; Open
Tuesdays-Fridays 11 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Sat-
urdays 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sundays 12 p.m. to
5 p.m.

Nature’s Nibbles sells only all-natural dog
and cat food and treats. All-natural means that
the food is human-grade and does not include
byproducts, wheat, corn, soy, or gluten. “We
don’t believe all-natural has to be more ex-
pensive,” says the store’s owner, who also
believes that dogs and cats on all-natural di-
ets will need to eat less, shed less, and visit
the veterinarian less.

It sells dry foods, canned foods, and fro-
zen, freeze-dried, and dehydrated raw foods.
It also has all-natural treats and raw bones,
which help to keep dogs’ teeth clean. Foods,
treats, beds, collars, toys, and leashes are sold
for both dogs and cats. There is also an on-
site, do-it-yourself dog wash open during good
weather.

Old Town Doggie Wash
105 Moncure Dr., Alexandria;

oldtowndoggiewash.com; 703-566-1111;

Open Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays 4 p.m.
to 7 p.m., Saturdays 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sun-
days 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The Old Town Doggie Wash is perfect
for owners that don’t want the mess of
bathing their dogs in their own homes and
for dogs that don’t want the stress of be-
ing groomed by an unfamiliar person. This
dog salon is self-service. Owners can bring
their dogs to use the deep sinks to wash
their dogs, and are provided with brushes,
shampoos and hair dryers.

Emerson keeps a nose on the
employee entrance at For Pets
Sake.

Dogs and Cats are groomed at For
Pets Sake in the Fairlington Shop-
ping Center.

If one is currently without a four-legged
friend, but want some canine, feline, or
other pet companionship, contact:

❖ The Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria, 4101 Eisenhower Ave., Al-
exandria; alexandriaanimals.org; 703-838-
4774; Open Weekdays 1-8 p.m., Weekends
12 p.m. to 5 p.m.

❖ King Street Cats, 25 Dove St., Al-
exandria; kingstreetcats.org; 703-231-
7199

Del Ray business cat, Max walks
through the shop at Eclectic Na-
ture.

Pets
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Alexandria Chamber
Cup Golf Classic!

Date: Wednesday, August 19, 2009
Tee Time: 7:00 am registration begins

9:00 am tee time
Cost: $175/golfer

Location:
National Golf Club at Tantallon, 300 St. Andrews Drive,

Fort Washington, MD 20744

n August 19th, the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce will be holding our
annual Chamber Cup Golf Classic at the newly renovated National Golf Club at
Tantallon in Fort Washington, MD. Come join us for a fun-filled day of golf,
raffles, and prize packs followed by a BBQ feast catered by Mango Mikes.
Prizes include a 3-day, 2-night golf trip to Melbourne, Florida for two; a 3-day,
2-night golf trip to Madeira Beach, Florida for two; a 5-day, 4-night trip to St.
Thomas for two; and a 5-day, 4-night trip to Hawaii for two.  Plus great
giveaways and complimentary golfing!

Non-Members Welcome!
Register as a foursome or by yourself!

Sponsorships still available.
For more information, contact Special Events Coordinator

Janelle Schmidt at jschmidt@alexchamber.com or
703.739.3808

O

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 13)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

News

From Page 12

Letters

More Letters,  Page 26

ence on a 0 to 5 scale, I would
give the Alexandria Hospital a 4. It
would have been a 5 if it weren’t
for the poor admissions process. I
have a standing order for some
blood work each month at the Out-
patient Clinic Office. Those person-
nel are terrific — especially Ms.
Takita (hope I spelled her name
right) and Miguel in the Laboratory.

I’ve had many management and
leadership positions and I learned
early on that the first person that
one encounters at the ‘Front Of-
fice’ tents to give you an overall
impression of the organization.
Alexandria Hospital would do well
to take a hard look at their Same
Day Outpatient Surgery Admis-
sions Office as I’m sure other pa-
tients have had the same experi-
ence as I had.

I’m writing this letter because
the Letter to the Editor in the July
9 issue might have given people
the wrong impression about Alex-
andria Hospital — it is a very good
hospital and I wouldn’t hesitate to
use it again.

Richard J. Hayes
Alexandria

T
he Friendship Veterans
Fire Engine Associa
tion will hold its an
nual Friendship

Firehouse Festival on Saturday,
Aug. 1, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  This
family event will take place in the
100 block of South Alfred Street
between Prince and King streets,
which will be closed off to traffic
for the festival. Admission is free.

Held at the historic Friendship
Firehouse, the festival celebrates
the role firefighters have played
throughout history, especially
those of Friendship. This year, fes-
tival guests will see the recently
restored cupola, repainted to its
original color after preservation
experts analyzed and matched
paint chips.

The event will feature a collec-
tion of antique fire equipment and,
courtesy of the Alexandria Fire,
Rescue and EMS Department, a
display of modern fire apparatus.
The Alexandria Red Cross and the
Community Emergency Response
Team will also be on hand.

Other attractions include craft
booths, food vendors and free
birthday cake. Children will re-
ceive free fire helmets and bal-
loons. In addition to the day’s out-
door events, festival participants
will be able to experience the his-
tory of the Fire Company through
a tour of the Friendship Firehouse
Museum.

The building was originally built
as a firehouse in 1855, remodeled
in 1871 and restored again in 1992
before undergoing roof and cupola
repairs this year. The Engine Room
on the first floor showcases his-
toric firefighting equipment, in-
cluding hand-drawn fire engines,
leather water buckets, axes, and
sections of early rubber hose.

The second floor houses exhibits
on the Friendship Fire Company,
also known as “George
Washington’s Fire Company,” which
was Alexandria’s first fire company
and has been a source of civic pride
since its founding in 1774.

Now a philanthropic organiza-
tion focusing on fire and life

Friendship Firehouse
Festival Is Aug. 1

safety, the Friendship Veterans
Fire Engine Association remains
active in community events, in-

cluding this year’s Festival, which
marks the 235th anniversary of
the Company.

The annual Friendship Firehouse Festival returns Aug. 1.
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ALEXANDRIA PLANNING DEPARTMENT
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following requests have been received for 
administrative review and approval.

The Director of Planning and Zoning may 
approve the permits unless a request that the 
application be forwarded to City Council is 
received by August 20, 2009.

For information about this application or to com-
ment, visit the City’s website at 
alexandriava.gov or call (703) 746-4666.

SPECIAL USE PERMIT # 2009-0042

ADDRESS: 5713 A EDSALL ROAD

REQUEST TO OPERATE A RESTAURANT.

APPLICANT: MULUGETA WERETA

SPECIAL USE PERMIT # 2009-0043

ADDRESS: 115 KING STREET

REQUEST FOR VALET PARKING

APPLICANT: NOE LANDINI

LEGAL NOTICE
The object of this suit is to Custody

It is ordered that the Father Jose David Diaz 
appear at the Alexandria J & DR -

Juvenile court in Alexandria VA on August 27, 
2009 at 11:00am

OBITUARY
EMILY T CHANEY (Age 90) Mrs. Emily T. 
Chaney passed suddenly on July 19, 2009 at 
her home at The Fairfax in Ft. Belvoir, VA. She 
had recently celebrated her 90th 4th of July 
birthday with her children. Mrs. Chaney worked 
as a secretary for the War Department during 
World War II. She traveled the world extensively 
and accompanied her husband on numerous 
world trips on his State Department missions. 
Mrs. Chaney was born in Ravenna, Ohio and 
has lived in the DC area for over 50 years. She 
also used her talents as a business manager in 
caring for her family. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Francis E. Chaney; two 
sisters and one brother. She is survived by her 
children, Frank E. Chaney, Lewis H. Chaney 
(Heather), and Mary Lou Dineen (John); six 
grandchildren; two great-grandchildren and one 
grand dog, Buster. Funeral services will be held 
on Thursday, September 24, 2009 at 10:45 a.m. 
at Ft. Myer's Old Post Chapel with interment to 
follow at Arlington National Cemetery. Memorial 
contributions may be made to either Capital 
Hospice or SPCA. Arrangements by Everly-
Wheatley www.everlyfuneralhomes.com

OBITUARY
HOLLINGSWORTH, PAUL E. of Orlando, 
passed away suddenly and peacefully at home 
with his wife on July 26, 2009. He was born Ju-
ly 11, 1957 in Alexandria, VA and spent most 
his life in The Old Dominion. Beloved husband 
of Patricia M. Hollingsworth and loving son of 
Gorgia J. (Jean) Hollingsworth, both of 
Orlando. He is survived by a sister, Frances 
Brown (Tim) of Newport News, VA, a daughter, 
Tracy Mitchell (Jason) of Garner, NC, a son, 
Travis Jepsen of Virginia Beach, VA, two grand-
children, Kevin and Allison Mitchell of Garner, 
NC, an aunt, Brenda Hollingsworth of Blacks-
burg, VA, a close cousin, Sheila Mentzer (Ste-
ven) of Oak Hill, VA, and many nieces, nephews 
and cousins. He was predeceased by his fa-
ther, Lester E. Hollingsworth of Alexandria, VA 
and his brother, Isaac D. Kiser of Orlando, FL.
Relatives, neighborhood friends and other 
friends of the family are invited to attend a me-
morial service and reception at St. Matthew's 
Episcopal Church, 5873 North Dean Road, Or-
lando, FL 32817, on Friday, July 31, 2009 at 
4:00 PM. As a tribute to Paul and in lieu of flow-
ers, the family requests donations in his name 
be made to St. Matthew's Episcopal Church 
(www.stmatthewsorlando.org). 

Obituary
Maxima C. Aspiras of Boulder, Colorado 
passed away May 20, 2009 at Manor Care; she 
was 94. 
She was born in Tayug, Pangasinan in the Phil-
ippines to Potenticiano Corpus and Emelia Ca-
jucom. Her parents owned a local food busi-
ness. She was the youngest of four children all 
of whom preceded her in death. Following her 
high school graduation, she entered Baguio 
Hospital Nursing Program and received her de-
gree as a Registered Nurse. Some of the high-
lights of her nursing career were: being the pri-
vate duty nurse for the then president of the 
Philippines, Manuel Quezon, she was a public 
health nurse and worked as a surgical nurse on 
a hospital ship taking Australian soldiers from 
the Philippines back to Australia during WWII. 
Her experience as a nurse during WWII was in-
cluded in a book, The Ship of Destiny. 

It was in Sydney, Australia she met Panfilo As-
piras and on June 20th 1942 they were married. 
He was a Chief Petty Officer on a U.S. Naval 
ship stationed there. Their daughter, Emelita, 
was born in Sydney, Australia. Their next jour-
ney was back to the Philippines for a few years 
and then on to the United States where they re-
sided in San Diego, California where their sec-
ond child, Leo, was born. The Navy then moved 
them to the east coast. 

Everywhere she lived she became highly in-
volved in the Filipino community. Her deep- 
seated interest and passion for social concerns 
continued throughout her life. In later years, she 
could be found volunteering for national elec-
tions and attended a number of Presidential in-
augural balls. 

She was a resident of Alexandria, Virginia for 
over 40 years and spent the last five years of 
her life in Boulder, Colorado.

She leaves an outstanding legacy of herself 
from a life so full, so varied and so truly lived. 

Surviving her are her daughter, Emelita, son, 
Leo and four grandchildren-Christopher, Davian, 
Madalena and Annabella. 

Internment will be at Arlington Cemetery August 
4, 2009. In lieu of flowers, please make a 
donation in her memory to www. SPLcenter.org

Legal Notices Legal Notices
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accidentididScene of ac

According to Arlington Po-
lice officials, Baker’s city-issue
Ford Explorer sideswiped a
Ford Escape on the ramp from
Fairfax Drive to westbound
Interstate 66. Both vehicles
were on the right shoulder
when officers arrived, and a
copy of the criminal incident
information indicates “both
parties complained of minor
pain.” Arlington Police officials
estimated the damage to both
vehicles was about $1,800.
After failing a series of field
sobriety tests, Baker was taken
to the Arlington Detention
Center where his blood alco-
hol content was measured at
0.19 — more than twice the
legal limit in Virginia.

“How a person functions at
that level depends on the
person’s tolerance for alcohol,”
said Del. David Albo (R-42), a
criminal defense attorney who
specializes in DUI cases. “The fact
he failed all his field sobriety tests
indicates to me that he’s not an
alcoholic. Sounds to me like he
went out and tied one on.”

BAKER INITIALLY vowed to
fight to keep his job, working with
a coalition of city employees who
were planning a Wednesday after-
noon press conference to show
their support for the embattled
police chief. But public pressure
continued to mount in the days
after Baker’s arrest, with many city
leaders hearing from their con-
stituents that they would like to
see the chief resign or be fired.
Even if Baker had chosen to fight
for his job, it’s possible that the city
manager’s administrative review
would have terminated his em-

ployment after concluding its in-
vestigation.

“The general feeling was that he
couldn’t continue working for the
city,” said Councilman Frank
Fannon. “I’m glad this didn’t have
to go on much longer.”

Baker’s career in law enforce-
ment began September 1970,
when he took a position as a pa-
trol officer in the 11th precinct of
the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan
Police Department. He responded
to calls in uniform and eventually
took a position as an undercover
agent. In November 1977, he was
promoted to patrol sergeant in the
field operations bureau. During
the 1980s, Baker worked his way
up the chain at the department —
directing crime analysis, serving
on transition teams, writing opera-

tional procedures and manag-
ing the publication of all de-
partment procedures.

Ultimately, he was promoted
to captain in 1985 and put in
charge of 78 officers, 25 cadets
and five civilian employees.
Baker retired from the Wash-
ington police force in 1991,
taking a position with newly
installed Alexandria Chief
Charles Samarra. After
Samarra’s retirement in 2007,
the city manager promoted
Baker to the role of chief of
police. Since then, the chief
has earned such a reputation
with his employees that they
were willing to stage to public
show of support for keeping
the chief in office despite the
DUI arrest, which they called
an isolated incident that was
out of character.

“This is a loss for the city,”
said Alexandria Police Union
President Michael Kochis. “His
record speaks for itself, which

is a record of thoughtful policing
and very effective leadership.”

THE BAKER ERA will probably
be best known for a new high-tech
crime fighting regime during his
first year in office known as the
“Strategic Response System.” The
approach merged modern data
collection and old-school gumshoe
policing to identify trends and act
proactively rather than responding
to calls for service. At the heart of
the system is a series of meetings
that happen every other week in
which detectives sit at the back of
a conference room with laptop
computers connected to servers
that allow for instant access to dy-
namic crime maps. Under Baker’s
direction, the software used in the
system allows police officers to iso-

late crimes that happen near an
address — even addresses of
people who have been interviewed
by detectives.

“It’s not just about crime,” Baker
said in an interview about the sys-
tem last year. “It’s about problem
solving.”

Originally based on New York
City’s “Comstat” program, the
chief’s implementation of the pro-
gram was specifically tailored to
meet the crime-fighting needs on
the streets of Alexandria. In addi-
tion to the high-tech meetings at

Baker Intends To Plead Not Guilty in DUI Case

Map by Laurence Foong/Gazette Packet

Acting Chief Earl Cook assures
Alexandria residents that the
change in leadership will not be a
change in direction.

police headquarters, Baker also
used implementation of the system
as an opportunity to radically re-
organize staffing at the depart-
ment by creating three sector cap-
tains who are responsible for their
area all the time instead of just
during one shift.

“His legacy is that he was a cop’s
cop,” said Sheriff Dana Lawhorne,
who worked with Baker in the Po-
lice Department before being
elected sheriff in 2005. “He turned
this city around by reducing crime
and making this a safer city.”
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Sports

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette

A
s the sun set on
Frank E. Mann
Field and the sec-
ond season of Al-

exandria Aces baseball Mon-
day night, the director of the
team, Frank Fannon, turned
to say something to Aces
President Pat Malone as the
two glanced throughout the
crowd.

Children were running
around the sides of the
bleachers, while families
mingled, enjoying a summer
night of competitive base-
ball. That the Aces ended up
losing, 9-6, to the Silver
Spring-Tacoma Thunder-

bolts, costing themselves a
spot in the 2009 Cal Ripken
Senior Collegiate Baseball
League (CRSBL) playoffs,
was a moot point.

“You’ve got to be proud of
what you started,” recalled
Malone of what Fannon said.
“But I didn’t need him to re-
mind me of that. Alexandria
is a place where collegiate
summer baseball is actively
growing and growing in such
a way that it shocked me

how many people showed up this
year.”

Though final attendance num-
bers have yet to be tallied, the Aces
drew more than 4,000 fans to the
baseball diamond next to Cora
Kelly Recreation Center, eclipsing
last season’s mark of around
3,000. Once again, the Aces are
likely to rank second in attendance
within the CRSBL.

The Aces are also on more solid
ground financially than a year ago,
according to Malone, in contrast
to other non-profits that have felt
the brunt of the recession. Malone
declined to reveal specific figures
since final financial numbers have
yet to be tabulated.

“With any new business, you
have struggles at the beginning
and we learned a lot from that and

made improve-
ments,” said
Fannon.

WITH ITS SEC-
OND season now
in the rearview
mirror Malone,

Fannon, and the rest of the Aces
organization have already begun
to look towards 2010. The outfield
at Mann Field will be dug up in
the coming weeks, with com-
pletely new sod and a drainage
system scheduled to be installed
that will make the playing surface
“one of the best in the Mid Atlan-
tic” according to Malone.

Already the Aces have tenta-
tively planned an October banquet
and silent auction, as well as a
spring golf tournament that will

help raise money for more bleach-
ers, an improved concession stand,
and, maybe in the not so distant
future, even some locker rooms.

The Aces have gone from a
dream of Malone’s — he created
the team, its uniforms, and its logo
— to a bona fide entertainment
establishment within Alexandria.
Thanks in large part to the strong
support at home, the Aces finished
with a 12-9 record at Mann Field,
while stumbling to a 5-14 mark on
the road

“We certainly feel that we’re in

this for the long term,” said
Malone. “We think the Alexandria
Aces will be part of the commu-
nity for many years. We want to
grow and have the community
grow with us.”

THE NEXT STEP, though, is to
improve the product on the field
a bit. This year’s
team, once
again managed
by Eric Williams,
finished with a
17-25 record,
two and a half
games out of the
final playoff
spot. Third
baseman Drew
Walker of
Armstrong At-
lantic State in Georgia led the
team offensively with a .283 bat-
ting average. Outfielder Tommy
Grandieri of Penn had a team-high
four homeruns.

On the mound, the Aces had an
overall ERA of 3.62, led by starter
Jonathon Abramson of San Fran-
cisco University (1.59 ERA). Jus-
tin Mazur of Wayne State finished
with a 4-1 record.

But neither Malone nor Fannon
wants to miss the playoffs next
season. Fannon said out-of-town
players have enjoyed living in Al-
exandria so much that the team

plans to pursue some higher qual-
ity college prospects from the ACC
and SEC for 2010.

Malone has dreams of an Aces
team that also includes the best
players coming out of Alexandria.
Already, Whit Mayberry of St.
Stephen’s/St. Agnes has signed on
to play for University of Virginia

this fall, making
him a prime can-
didate for the
Aces. There’s
also Matt Kilby, a
senior at T.C.
Williams next
year, who is gen-
erating legiti-
mate Division-I
buzz, and col-
lege-level pros-
pects like

Frankie Zare, Dan Nicoll, and John
Robertson of Bishop Ireton.

If anything, attracting local play-
ers to Mann Field will only further
strengthen the young bond the
Aces and Alexandria have begun
to develop.

“I’d love for [players from Alex-
andria] to come back and play for
the Aces,” said Malone. “That’s
what we’re doing this for. It’s a
form of inspiration because kids in
the city get to see college players.
We’ve still got a lot of stitching to
do, but I think we’re growing as
part of the fabric of the city.”

Despite Loss, It’s Full Speed Ahead for Aces
Team misses out on playoffs,
but sets new attendance record.

Photos by Louise Krafft/The Gazette

Jessie Sikorski (Johns Hopkins) and company can’t help but watch his towering
homerun during Monday’s season-ending game against the Silver Spring-Tacoma Thun-
derbolts.

Pitcher Kent
Worthington
and the
Alexandria
Aces finished
the 2009
season with
a 17-25
record.

“It shocked me how many
people showed up this year.”

— Pat Malone, Aces President

“I’d love for
[players from
Alexandria] to
come back and
play for the Aces.”

— Pat Malone

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com
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ftalexandria@fitnesstogether.com

877-345-FTFT

106 EAST LINDEN STREET, ALEXANDRIA.
Charm and character best describe this beautifully updated 3 bedroom
home in Rosemont. From the front porch swing to the landscaped
fenced-in back yard with separate garage and shed, this home has it all.
Hardwoods throughout, separate Living Room & Dining Room, built-in

bookcases, Great Room addition w/vaulted ceilings and
skylights. Walk to Metro and Old Towne.

Alexandria, Rosemont $669,500

Mary Tavenner Walker
Top Producer
Cell 202-577-6235
Office 703-759-6300
Email: marywalker@weichert.com
Website: http://marywalker.ismyreagent.com

Collegiate Summer Baseball
www.AlexandriaAces.org

A Special Thank You to
Our Sponsors

The Alexandria Aces extend a heartfelt thank
you to the special people in the business

community who “stepped up to the plate”
to support us in our 2009 season. As fans,

please support these local businesses.

CORPORATE PARTNERS
Ace Old Town Hardware

Affordable Signs & Banners
Alexandria Gazette Packet

Alexandria Times
Alphagrapics

American Advertising Distributors
Bill Howard — Clarke Simpson

Bugsy’s Pizza Restaurant & Sports Bar
Center for Alexandria’s Children

Christine Garner — Weichert, Realtors
The Dairy Godmother

Dale Photo Imaging Center
Do More with LES
FA Design Build

Hilton Alexandria Mark Center
Law Offices of David P. Sheldon, Washington, D.C.

Law Offices of Mark S. Allen, Alexandria
Law Offices of Roetzel & Andress, Washington, D.C.

Lisa Miller — State Farm Insurance
Mango Mike’s

Mark Leon — FSI, Inc.
Passport Nissan & Infiniti Of Alexandria

Peace Players International
RT’s Restaurant

Salvation Army — Alexandria Adult Rehabilitation Center
Simpson Development

SunTrust Mortgage, Frank Fannon IV
TJ Fannon & Sons

Union Street Public House
YMCA Alexandria

Special thanks to Aces Chairman & CEO Don Dinan,
President Pat Malone, the City of Alexandria, Aces staff,

coaches and players, host families, fans and
our wonderful volunteers for a successful 2nd season.

Sports

Local Lax
Player Honored

Connor Locke, a St. Stephen’s/
St. Agnes graduate now playing
lacrosse at Washington & Lee Uni-
versity in Virginia, was recently

named to the
V i r g i n i a
Sports Infor-
mation Direc-

tor Association’s 2009 Division III
All-State men’s lacrosse team.
Locke started all 20 games as the
team’s goalie this past season,
posting a .548 save percentage,
ranking 25th nationally with a 7.84
goals against average. In his two
seasons at W&L after transferring
from Loyola College, Locke started
35 games and totaled a .549 save
percentage and a 7.99 goals-
against average.

Courtesy of Tim Locke

Senior Connor Locke, a
SSSAS graduate, recently
finished his career as a
goalie at Division-III Wash-
ington & Lee University.

Sports Briefs

Taylor Run
Neighbors

was twice gassed in the trenches.

RETURN TO SENDER
The correspondence ends to

Mrs. Sweeley marked “Killed in
Action September 26, 1918.” The
only communication from Mrs.
Sweeley is to a nun whose brother
she had helped.

BELL CELEBRATION
Amoret Bell Bunn had a wonder-

ful time at a family reunion of 27
people, ages 7 – 77, in Florida.
Adults snorkeled, swam, fished,
and the teenagers went to “Harry
Potter and the Half-Breed Prince.”

Bell family from Texas, Arkan-
sas, and Washington came, many
of them in the medical profession.

Amoret had a fine time until the
last day, when she broke both
bones in her right arm just above
the wrist. Surgery was necessary,
but friends will be glad to know
she is recovering.

  — Lois Kelso Hunt

From Page 7
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A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

JUST LIKE NEW CLEANING SERVICE
Specializing in:

•Surface Cleaning  •Deep Down Scrubbing
•Move-in/Move-out Cleaning  •Organizational Services

✦ Ask About Summer Specials ✦
Free Estimates, Personalized Service

Licensed/Bonded/Ins.

Call Jessie @ 703-763-6751

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Lic. • Ins.

HOME INSPECTION LIST, REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE, PAINTING,
DRYWALL, CARPENTRY, CUSTOM WOOD REPAIR,
LT. PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION
The

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

•Let us design/build your project
•Additions and major renovations

BUILDING CONCEPTS
Providing Turn-Key Services

Licensed Engineer and GC
For a free quote or help completing ongoing projects.

Tel/Fax: 703-780-6688
Email: info@BC-Builds.com

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

Contracting and Consulting
Additions, Kitchens and

Bathrooms
Renovations and

Remodeling
✥

703-579-5800
www.tmrcnc.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

• Great Pay!
• FT/PT

Summer
Schedules

• Sales/Service

• No Exp.
Necessary

• All Ages 17+
• Conditions

Apply

703-359-7600

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& 09 H.S. GRADS

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

LIFEGUARDS NEEDED

Alexandria area, AM & PM shifts.
Must be ARC lifeguard certified
and have pool operators license.

Call VAPS @  571-248-4400
or Email vaps@comcast.net

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

FREE TRAINING AND TUITION
Real Estate Classes Now Forming!

Join our elite team and receive the best training, technology,
and marketing as well as a full package of Real Estate services.

We are committed to our agents so you can work hard for
your clients and produce more business with higher earnings.

Be Your Own Boss Today!!
For free information call Maxine @ 703-836-1464

Part-time Office Assistant 

For boutique Old Town, Alexandria, Vir-
ginia law firm; general office administra-
tive work; data entry; filing; file and cal-
endar management. Knowledge of 
Word required. Hourly. Fax cover letter 
and resume to (703) 563-9305.

RECEPTIONIST
Energetic, PT Recpt. needed for a busy, 4 
doctor AAHA-certified animal hospital. 
Comp pay, flex hours. pd trng and friendly 
staff.   Please   call   703-451-1995 or    Fax 
resume to 703-451-9597

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!
www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER  EDUCATION

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

PART-TIME OR FREELANCE
REPORTER NEEDED
General assignment reporter to cover
Arlington and/or Mount Vernon, writ-
ing news, business, feature stories and
more. We will consider a part-time
reporter who would write a set number
of stories per week, or freelance, paid
by the story. Ability to provide digital
photos to accompany stories also
required. Low pay, but fascinating beat
and rare opportunity to work in jour-
nalism. Aspiring reporters without
published clips can apply for a 4-6
week internship (unpaid). Please email
cover letter, resume, three clips and a
few story ideas to Mary Kimm, at
resumes@connectionnewspapers.com.

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com
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•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

EMERGENCY REPAIRS
JOE RAFFERTY
ROOFING

• Asphalt • Slate • Gravel • Metal •
• Chimney Repairs • Waterproofing •

• Senior Citizen Discounts •
“Stopping Leaks is Our Specialty”

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
1-800-333-6084, 703-597-9486
LICENSED       BONDED      INSURED

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

ROOFING ROOFING

Painting,
Wallpaper Hanging, Removal & Repair

Over 20 years exp.!
Free Estimates! Prompt Service!

Excellent Refs.!
703-425-3200
Licensed, Insured, & Bonded!

FEMALE OWNED & OPERATED

WALLPAPERING WALLPAPERING

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

DECKS

DECK RENEWAL
High Pressure

CLEANING/SEALING
● Fencing 

●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

SUMMER
CLEAN-UP

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

PLUMBING

No Job Too Small
Free Estimates • Licensed & Insured
� Water Heaters
� All Phases of plumbing
We also repair window screens

703-299-4999

Roger Rooter Plumbing

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

CLEANING

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Good is not
good, where

better is
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

Office/Retail Space
1,500 -6,000 RSF

1421 Prince Street
202-719-5600

12 Commercial Lease 12 Commercial Lease

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

4 RE for Sale

FSBO 1 more week
Fuly renovated 3 br 2 ba, 
marble fp, & entry, cherry 

granite kitchen/baths, 
garage parking for 2 cars, 
$498,500 + 1 yr condo fee

Marina Towers 
on the Potomac 

501 Slaters ln, 11th flr
Alex 703-549-0110
Open Sunday 1-4

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

Alexandria/Old Town 8/1, 
8-12, 6 families, 1418 N. Lee 
St. Furn, clths, antiques, et al. 

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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From Page 3

Bridging Gender Gap
member of the Virginia Board of Edu-

cation. “If you look at college statistics,
you see the same thing with more
women going to college than men.”

One way officials in Alexandria are
hoping to close the gap is by trying to
encourage literacy in boys at the middle-
school level. For the last six years,
Hammond Middle School has operated
a boys-only book club that has focused
on subjects such as sports, war, horror
stories and mysteries. The once-a-week
book club started with 20 students and
has since grown to as many as 130. On
average, each month draws between 75
to 100 participants.

“Boys are struggling,” said Jodie Pe-
ters, a literacy coach
at Hammond Middle
School who helped
create the program.
“We need to motivate
them differently and
teach them differ-
ently.”

ORGANIZERS SAY
the program, known
as the Boys in Lit-
eracy Initiative, is one
way to counter the
long-standing gender
gap in English test
scores. Club BILI, as
the book after-school
program is known, has been designed
with instructional strategies aimed for a
male audience. That means the program
includes movement, competition, con-
versation and art. Peters said that the
most important instructional element for
the boys-only club is that the book se-
lections contain characters that mirror
the struggles in their own lives. She also
said that eighth-grade pass rates are par-
ticularly troubling, with gender dispari-
ties increasing during the final year of
middle school.

“In the eighth grade their interests are
changing, and this is also a time when
many students start playing sports after
school,” said Peters. “What seemed like
a good idea in the sixth grade suddenly
no longer seem cool, which is why we’ve
considered creating a separate Club BILI
for eighth grade boys.”

Not all of the gender-outreach in Al-
exandria is aimed at boys. Cora Kelly
School for Math, Science and Technol-
ogy has a girls-only science club known
as “Sisters in Science.” According to
documents from the Virginia Department
of Education, the gender disparity at the
Arlandria-area elementary school three
years ago was a staggering 30-percent
differential — with 91 fifth-grade males
passing the science test while only 61
percent of female fifth-grade students
were able to make the grade. Since Sis-
ters in Science has been created, though,
the gender gap has narrowed. The most

recent report shows that a female pass
rate of 71 percent in science and an 82
percent for males.

“There’s a myth that girls are not good
at science, and we wanted to make sure
girls are comfortable with science,” said
Cora Kelly teacher Beverly Shelton in
interview about the program last year.
“So one of the main reasons we wanted
to do this was to show that women are
involved in science and that they can do
it too.”

SCHOOL OFFICIALS say part of the
problem is a one-size-fits-all mentality
often found in the classroom setting, a
phenomenon that the education commu-
nity has been trying to counteract for

many years. Alexan-
dria School Board
members say they’ve
crafted a number of
policy measures to
move away from this
model, including
staff development
programs to foster
individualized learn-
ing and a middle-
school reorganiza-
tion designed to cre-
ate a closer relation-
ship between ad-
ministrators and stu-
dents. School Board
members have also
recently approved a

new curriculum at two elementary
schools known as the “International Bac-
calaureate Primary Years Programme.”

“Instead of just sitting in a classroom
learning about soil conservation, a stu-
dent at an IB school would go out to the
Potomac River for a day or an after-
noon,” said School Board member Mimi
Carter. “That kind of individualized in-
struction is the kind of thing that might
address different learning styles that cre-
ate the gender gaps in terms of the pass
rates.”

School officials point to research that
demonstrates girls and boys use their left
and right brain hemispheres differently.
Essentially the research shows that fe-
male students develop left-brain read-
ing and writing skills earlier while male
students have an early advantage in
right-brain skills such as geography, sci-
ence and math. But that’s only part of
the story. Several School Board members
also pointed to the predominance of fe-
male teachers as a concern, especially
at the earlier years.

“Part of this is about how the brain is
hardwired, but another important part
of this is who is standing at the front of
the classroom,” said School Board mem-
ber Charles Wilson. “Boys need to have
strong male role models as teachers,
which is why I’ve been pushing for more
creative recruitment of male teachers —
especially in the earlier grades.”

“Around the state,
there are localities
where the gender
gap in graduation
rates is significantly
higher than the
minority-white gap
in graduation rates.”

— Councilman Rob Krupicka

Sports

Construction for
Greater Good
To the Editor:

The I-95/I-395 HOT-Lane project provides
sorely needed capacity in the heavily con-
gested 56-mile stretch between the Penta-
gon and Massaponax south of
Fredericksburg.

Such capacity means shorter travel times
for motorists (in both HOT and conven-
tional lanes), freight (in conventional lanes)
and, perhaps most importantly, bus rapid
transit users in the HOT lanes. This facility
significantly enhances the multi-modality of
this corridor (that also connects to the 14-
mile Capital Beltway HOT Lane system to
I-66, Tysons Corner and the Dulles Connec-
tor) and creates tremendous incentives for
drivers to leave their vehicles at home in
favor of buses or carpools.

Neighborhood access points are design
issues. Perhaps some interchanges are not
necessary. However, for local governments
to contemplate legal action to delay and kill
a billion dollars in private investment in-
cluding $200 million for public transit is
incredibly parochial and against the region’s
best interests.

Much of the responsibility for today’s sec-
ond worst congestion is a direct result of

From Page 11

who watch football games in stadiums or
on television every fall, he’s not a fan.

“If you asked me the starting lineup for
any other team, except some of the big
name players, I probably wouldn’t be able
to tell you,” said Muhtadi. That hasn’t de-
terred his work ethic, though.

“He literally doesn’t stop,” said
Wallschleger. “Every day he’s doing some-
thing to get better.”

In recent weeks, he has been studying the
Packers media guide as if it were a textbook,
gleaning pertinent information about leg-
endary figures like Vince Lombardi and Bart
Starr. When he’s not reading, Muhtadi is
training.

He knows he can’t control what the Green
Bay coaches think about him, but he can
dictate the type of physical condition he is
in when he gets there. On top of the daily
workouts with Ketchum and Wallshleger, his
girlfriend is a trainer at the Crossfit Old
Town, so Muhtadi has been allowed to work
out when he wants to. If he’s not there, it
usually means he’s lifting with older brother
Casey at a nearby Gold’s Gym. He has
weekly appointments at the chiropractic
offices of Dr. Heath Bills or with local acu-
puncturist Marie Steinmetz.

He’s also spoken to several high schools
around the area during his month back in
Northern Virginia. Already he has visited
with the football teams of T.C. Williams,
McLean, Wakefield, and St. Stephen’s/St.
Agnes to share his underdog story, one that

sounds familiar for a lot of local athletes
that feel overlooked.

“He’s just a freak of nature, but you don’t
get to this level just on talent,” said
Ketchum, citing Muhtadi’s 36 1/2-inch ver-
tical leap and “grinding” workout style.
“He’s always gonna remember the people
who helped him out. I think he takes genu-
ine pride in that.”

EIGHTY PLAYERS will show up to Pack-
ers training camp this weekend, many of
whom already have spots guaranteed. NFL
teams must trim their rosters to 53 by the
end of August, with five others eligible for
the practice squad.

Muhtadi just hopes he’s one of them, even
if he’s made some assurances just in case.
He’s still in the midst of finishing up his MBA
at Maryland and has been offered several
financial services jobs of late. His chances
of making Green Bay’s final roster are good,
not great. Muhtadi’s best shot is on special
teams or as a member of the practice squad,
although the Packers drafted a player simi-
lar to him, Boston College’s B.J. Raji, in the
first round of the 2009 NFL draft.

It’s a good thing Muhtadi is used to long
odds by now.

“I don’t want to say it was luck, but it’s
tough to get picked up,” said Muhtadi. “A
lot of guys go unnoticed and I’ve always
been one who has slipped through the
cracks. This is the opportunity of a lifetime
and I’ll be damned if I don’t give it every-
thing I have.”

Muhtadi’s on a Mission

Write

From Page 20

Letters to the Editor

local neighborhoods and local governments
persuading the Commonwealth to kill or
downsize critically needed infrastructure.

If the I-95 HOT Lanes project is killed,
then what? The state has no funds; nor do
the feds. I-95 traffic continues to mount.
Frustrated drivers abandon I-95 and cut
through neighborhoods, transit ridership
declines (adding more vehicles to the cor-
ridor) as travel times worsen.

Absent such new capacity, Alexandria and
Arlington businesses may decide to move
further out to get closer to where more of
their employees live. No doubt a significant
number of city and county employees live
far south of the Beltway.

The Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion and Fluor-Transurban need to work
together to determine quickly and advance
the best design. If that means, eliminating
or downsizing one or two interchanges, so
be it. But new highway and transit capacity
of this magnitude is too important to lose.

Bob Chase
Northern Virginia Transportation Alliance

McLean

The Gazette Packet welcomes views on any public
issue. The deadline for all material is noon Friday.
Send to: Letters to the Editor, The Gazette Packet,
1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314

By e-mail: gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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