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I
magine a Torpedo Factory
that stayed open until 9
p.m. Visitors could get a
latte at a new coffee shop

inside the art center in the
morning or perhaps a crisp
glass of Chardonnay at a new
wine bar in the evening some-
where on the ground floor.
Once or twice a week, they
could see an art movie pro-
jected on a giant screen in the
main hall. Those who were in-
terested could purchase art
supplies at a conveniently lo-
cated retail outlet.

Welcome to a controversial
new version of the Torpedo Fac-
tory, the outlines of which are
now being hammered out in a

series of behind-the-scenes discus-
sions. The effort to re-brand the
Torpedo Factory was launched last
year after a group known as the
Economic Sustainability Task
Force issued a report containing
hundreds of suggestions. Now the
task force has set its sights on the

Torpedo Factory, and a steering
group is engaged in an effort to
put together a series of recommen-
dations. Councilman Rob Krupicka
is among those who say the art
center has grown stale.

“We know we have a lot more
visitors coming to Old Town be-

cause we see the trolley traffic,”
said Krupicka, a former mem-
ber of the task force. “And the
fact that the Torpedo Factory is
not showing the same level of
visitor growth demonstrates
that we must be missing some

Has Torpedo Factory Grown Stale?
Some say it’s
time to make
drastic changes
to Alexandria’s
waterfront
destination.

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

Several proposed changes to the Torpedo Factory seek to attract more tourists.

M
anor Road is not the
kind of place police
officials say they ex-

pected to launch a murder inves-
tigation. But the tree-lined streets
of the Beverley Hills neighborhood
became a crime scene last week,
when the body of a 40-year old
Maryland man was found shot to
death in a four-door sedan that
was backed into a parking space
at Lloyd Apartments.

“This was totally unrelated to
Lloyd Apartments or any guests of
Loyd Apartments,” said Elliott
Burka, a managing partner of the
company that owns the apartment
complex. “They just happened to
pick this particular location.”

Police were called to the scene
about 6:30 p.m. on July 29, when
a woman flagged down an officer
who was driving through the area.
The officer found the dead body

Murder in
Beverley
Hills
Man’s body
found in car
on Manor Road.

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

A
fter a rocky start to her term in office, City
Councilwoman Alicia Hughes has emerged
victorious in her struggle against three Demo-

crats who lodged a formal complaint challenging her
residency status last month.

Friday morning, Commonwealth’s Attorney Randy
Sengel dismissed the complaint in a four-page letter
to the attorney representing the Democrats. In a
written statement released shortly after Sengel’s an-
nouncement, Hughes said the allegations were with-
out merit and a waste of city resources.

“If there be anyone who believes that the bringing
of these frivolous allegations will impair my service
on City Council, prepare to be disappointed again,”

wrote Hughes. “I was not elected to hide under a
rock, and I will not disappoint my supporters and
the citizens at-large by behaving as though I was.”

Since her surprise victory in May, detractors have
been on the offensive against the independent coun-
cilwoman. First, she was attacked for being a fed-
eral employee who was endorsed by a political party.
Then she was criticized when civil court records
showed she was late paying rent for her West End
apartment. On June 12, three Democrats filed a for-
mal complaint with the registrar and the prosecutor

Hughes Cleared of Wrongdoing
City prosecutor dismisses
allegations councilwoman
lied on election documents.

T
he Alexandria Juvenile
and Domestic Relations
Court was unexpectedly

moved to an alternative location
Friday after officials discovered
a two-foot copperhead snake
slithering through the hall out-

side one of the courtrooms on
the first floor. Deputy Sheriff
Freddie Tharp chased down the
snake and trapped it in a box.

“They call me the snake

Slithering into Court
Copperhead snake sends officials
scrambling for alternative site.Challenges to

the residency
status of City
Councilwoman
Alicia Hughes
have been
dismissed.
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News

Alexandria City Attorney James Banks, Jr. talks with former
councilmember Lonnie Rich, as Police Captain Tim Dickerson is
welcomed by Del Ray Citizens Association president David Fromm.

Volunteer firefighter Willie Squires talks
with Tom Knoernschild at the Mount
Vernon Community Center.

Celebrating National Night Out

W
arwick Village
Citizens Asso-
ciation and the

Del Ray Citizens Association
combined resources and
held National Night Out
events at the Mount Vernon
Community Center on Tues-
day, Aug. 4.

Live music, grilled food,
ice cold water and sodas
along with activities for the
younger set and visits from
the local public safety offi-
cials capped off the national
observance.

Sander
Lockett
tests the
water in
the ice
bath at
the con-
clusion of
the
evening
event.

Gayle Reuter
gets some

help from the
neighborhood

children as
she moves the

ice pools for
dumping.
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Forgery Ring Tagged
Ten individuals are
arrested for using
forged handicapped
parking placards.

This is one of the forged Maryland
handicapped parking placards, a
scam that was detected when
Alexandria parking officers real-
ized several different placards all
had the same serial number.

S
everal weeks ago, parking officials
spotted something odd as they
were patrolling the parking lots
near the Eisenhower Metro station.

Several of the placards issued by the state
of Maryland had the same serial number
— 226946.

The Alexandria Police Department
launched an investigation that resulted in
43 arrest warrants issued to 10 individuals
last week. Court documents show charges
that range from forgery and identity theft
to a series of court summons for illegally
parking in a handicapped parking space.
One of the individuals charged was Gail
Yvette Jones, a 43-year-old Maryland
woman who is a parking enforcement of-
ficer with the Police Department. Police of-
ficials say Jones has been placed on admin-
istrative leave.

“She was not the ringleader,” said Jody
Donaldson, a spokesman for the Alexandria
Police Department. “This was something she
got involved with before she was working
as a parking-enforcement officer.”

Court documents show the crime dates
back to November 2007, indicating the
fraudulent parking placards were in use for
several years before being spotted. Corle
said Jones didn’t start working for the de-
partment until late 2008. Police officials say
the forged handicapped parking placards
were being sold on the black market, with
one of the 10 individuals acting as a ring-
leader to sell the forged Maryland docu-
ments.

“I hate to say it’s a coincidence,” said
Deputy Chief Blaine Corle. “But there
doesn’t seem to be any connection between
the fact that this woman worked as a park-
ing official and her use of the forged handi-

capped-parking placard.”
— Michael Lee Pope

Government in the Shadows
Arrest of Alexandria
police chief opens
new questions
about availability
of police reports.

See Documents,  Page 21

“We have a
blanket policy

to use the
exemption in

all cases.”
— Jody Donaldson,

spokesman,
 Alexandria Police

Department

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

I
n the days after Alexandria Police Chief
David Baker was arrested for drunk
driving in Arlington, county officials

found themselves at the center of one of
the hottest stories of the summer. The Ar-
lington County Police Department was in
possession of a public record that suddenly
became a valuable commodity — the inci-

dent report de-
tailing the ar-
resting officer’s
narrative of
what happened
when she ar-
rived on the
scene.

But when a
copy of that
document was
requested under
a Freedom of
Information Act
request, county
police officials denied access. Instead,
they offered a two-paragraph sum-
mary of the document for a fee of $24.
Seven media organizations made
Freedom of Information Act requests
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LONG & FOSTER
ALEXANDRIA • MT. VERNON

Your local professionals with a world of experience

Paul Petefish
Branch Manager

5845 Richmond Highway

Alexandria VA 22303

703-960-8900
www.longandfoster.com

RENTAL PROPERTIES

ALEX. OLD TOWN...............2BR/2.5BA....... $3,250

ALEX. CAMERON PARKE...3BR/3.5BA....... $2,600

ALEX. RIVER TOWERS........1BR/1BA.........$1,250

ALEX. BUCKNELL...............3BR/1.5BA......  $1,450

ALEX. LOFTRIDGE............. 3BR/2.5BA....... $1,950

ALEX. WESTRIDGE.............3BR/2.5BA....... $2,000

POHICK LANDING..............3BR/2.5BA....... $1,790

OLD BRIDGE ESTATES.. ....3BR/2.5.5 BA...$1,500

Alexandria/South $250,000
MONTEBELLO

Very well kept by original owner. One bedroom,
one bath with enclosed balcony. Garage space
included. Newer HVAC, washer and dryer. Gated
community with unbelievable amenities. Shuttle
to Metro. Seller will help with closing costs.

Joyce Dyer  703-973-8696

Alexandria $988,888
OAK RUN RESERVE

Truly a commuter’s dream location inside the Beltway!
Minutes to Metro, VRE or DCA. New home to be built on 1+
acre! Buyer chooses all top-quality finishes inside & out with
flexible living space to be used as needed. Pre-construction
contract means maximum customization. Oversized 2-car
garage, 4-6 bedrooms, hardwood floors & gourmet kitchen.
Call now!

Laura Dunkel  703-217-8971

Alexandria $314,900

FREE SHUTTLE TO METRO
Spacious one bedroom and den with garage
parking, fireplace and deck. Walk to shops
and park. Job Loss Protection. Owner/Agent.

June Sherwood  703-317-1872

Alexandria $257,000
RESORT AMENITIES,  DOWNTOWN LIVING
Panoramic views from the 15th floor. Stunning sunrises. 1309 sq ft.
of  bright, sun-filled, move-in condition condo with 2BR and 2BA.
Open floor plan w/LR and DR leading to 14 ft. balcony perfect for
entertaining. Assigned garage space. Gated resort-like community
with 24 hr security plus amenities galore incl. indoor/outdoor pools,
fitness center, & free shuttle to Metro.

Walid Ashoor 703-960-8900 x1225

Alexandria
$419,000

WALK TO
METRO

Renovated TH, 3BR
2FB, 2HB with
updated baths;
wood floors,
updated eat-in
kitchen, sep. DR,
new windows, car-
pet and paint; fin-
ished LL w/FP and a
walk-out to deck
and Hot Tub;
reserved parking.
Mins to Old Town,
I495, PTO, Fort
Belvoir, Pentagon.
5749 Heritage Hill
Dr., Alexandria.

Val Klotz
703-303-9744
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Alexandria $165,000
DON’T MISS THIS ONE!

Great opportunity and great price for two
bedroom condo.  Excellent location – easy
access to Van Dorn Metro.  Pool, recreation
center, and tennis courts.

Elfie Biankini  703-593-2634

Alex/Old Town  $619,000
RESTORED VICTORIAN HOME

High ceilings, refinished 1910 heartwood pine floors,
two wood burning fireplaces. Large renovated eat-in
kitchen, full bath with clawfoot tub, spacious master
suite with fireplace and charming sitting room. Slate
patio and cedar shed. Near Metro bus and rail.

June Sherwood  703-317-1872

Alexandria/Old Town $1,250,000
NEARLY 3,000 SQ FT!

Four bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 2-car garage, TWO levels. One of a
kind. Hardwood floors, vaulted ceilings, French doors, crown
molding, built-in bookcases, gas fireplace, private courtyard,
much more! Walk to King Street Metro, Whole Foods, restau-
rants, spas and shopping. See photos at www.RichRagan.com

Rich Ragan 703-307-5891
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We work in all price ranges.
www.mcfadden-group.com

202-333-6100

MCFADDEN GROUP

Ranked #10 Group Nationally
for Coldwell Banker

Mark McFadden

703-216-1333

500 Summers Court
Offered at $1,695,000

2000 Russell Road
Offered at $2,285,000

610 Tivoli
Passage Way

Offered at $729,000

News

From Page 1

Ready for Change?
thing.”
Krupicka said he would like to

see longer hours, a commercial
establishment of a coffeehouse or
a wine bar, movie showings and a
more conveniently located art-sup-
ply store. But many longtime art-
ists-in-residence at the Torpedo
Factory say these kinds of changes
could have negative consequences
that need to be carefully consid-
ered. They are concerned that
radical changes could undercut
the mission of the Torpedo Factory
as it was originally conceived.

“It’s not supposed to be a shop-
ping mall,” said former Del.
Marian Van Landingham (D-45),
who helped transform the build-
ing in the 1970s. “But when you
don’t know what’s going to hap-
pen, there’s a sense of uncer-
tainty.”

A SENSE OF uncertainty is pal-
pable among the artists at the Tor-
pedo Factory, and opinions range
from those who would like to see
major changes to those who would
prefer for things to stay the same.
Whatever changes are suggested,
many say the discussion has been

driven by a sense that the Torpedo
Factory just isn’t as exciting as it
should be.

“You won’t find much particu-
larly edgy work here,” said Joan
Aldrich, who has a studio on the
first floor. “If we see ourselves as
a premiere art center, we should
have some work here that’s new
— that’s perhaps by definition of-
fensive to some people.”

Some say lengthening the hours
would create problems with rent-
ing out the building at night. Oth-
ers say the acoustics in the main
hall would not work for movie
showings. The idea of a coffee-
house or a wine bar was consid-
ered when the art center was origi-
nally created, but the original
group of artists decided that they
didn’t want to compete with neigh-
borhood businesses in Old Town.
Some more divisive recommenda-
tions being floated would allow
commercial reproduction prints to
be sold and create term limits that
would bring in a younger set of
artists to the building.

“Any time you have as many
people in here, particularly artists
as we have, you are not going to

See Changes,  Page 7
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for probably as long as you’ve
lived in Alex. My wife and I grew
up here. I’m a finish carpenter
w/28 yrs. experience.
My work is meticulous, and I

take great pride in completing
jobs on time, and on budget. Let
me give you a quote on that

project or repair you’re thinking about. My prices are reflective of the times.

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works
Licensed • Bonded • Insured.

References Upon Request.
Cell: 703.403.2994   Ofc: 703.684.5215

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

I’m Phillip Norris - Your Alex Neighbor

3652 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22302
Phone (703) 379-6010 • Fax (703) 379-8136

www.bcjewelers.net

56th Anniversary Sale
August 22–September 12

B&C Jewelers

His season
tickets for

football cost
HOW much?
That’s all we’re going to say.

News

Young adults guzzle ‘Tap’s’ approach
to Roman Catholic Church.

Tapping into Theology
Father
Donald
Calloway
addresses
partici-
pants of
the Theol-
ogy on Tap
program at
Pat Troy’s
Irish Pub
on Mon-
day.
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See Theology on Tap,  Page 25

By Ansley LaBarre

Gazette Packet

M
onday night’s happy hour came
and went, but Pat Troy’s Irish
Pub was packed wall-to-wall

long after the specials ended. In a scene

more reminiscent of a weekend late night
than the kickoff to the workweek, the area’s
young adults enjoyed beers over chats of
Catholicism.

The combination of hops and religion
seems unconventional, and that’s the point.
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News

From Page 1

Hughes Cleared
requesting “a full inquiry into

her residency and eligibility to
hold office.”

“While the longstanding Virginia
case law makes the issue of resi-
dency for the purposes of voting
or running for office largely a mat-
ter of intent, that intention is de-
termined by reference to a
candidate’s or voter’s actions,”
wrote attorney Gerald Hebert rep-
resenting the three Democrats.
“Ms. Hughes did not exhibit an
intention to reside in Virginia
when she failed to register her car
in Virginia or obtain a Virginia
driver’s license, as Virginia law
requires of a new Virginia resi-
dent.”

Maryland property records indi-
cate that Hughes purchased the
Baltimore property in 2006, and
that she signed an affidavit at that
time indicating that she intended
to live there seven to 12 months a
year as her “primary residence.”
Although Hughes never made a
specific application for a home-
stead exemption, Maryland offi-
cials say she received the exemp-
tion as a result of the 2006 affida-
vit, which was amended to show
a primary residence in Alexandria
on June 17 — five days after the
complaint was filed with city offi-
cials.

“The issue of whether or not Ms.
Hughes may have accrued various

tax benefits or liabilities which re-
quire adjustment or redress as a
result of these arrangements is a
matter for resolution by other au-
thorities and is not the subject of
this inquiry,” wrote Sengel in the
July 30 letter to Hebert.

Sengel’s letter acknowledges
that until recently, Hughes drove
a vehicle that was registered in the
state of Maryland, owned real es-
tate in Maryland listed as her “pri-
mary residence,” carried a Mary-
land driver’s license and was reg-
istered to vote in Maryland. Yet
none of this was enough for the
prosecutor to conclude that
Hughes’ place of residence was in
Maryland. Sengel pointed to evi-
dence that Hughes hired movers
in Baltimore to assist her move to
Alexandria and received electric
bills showing consistent usage.

“For the same period of time,
statements from neighbors in the
vicinity of the Maryland property
indicate very infrequent contact
with Ms. Hughes at that location,
whereas neighbors in Alexandria
cite frequent contact with Ms.
Hughes,” Sengel wrote. “Taking all
of these facts and circumstances
into consideration, I do not find
that the evidence supports any
allegation that Ms. Hughes made
a willfully false material state-
ment on forms filed in connec-
tion with her candidacy for City
Council.”

Slithering into Court
From Page 1

charmer,” said the deputy, hold-
ing his security wand afterward as
if it were a musical instrument

But the copperhead did not like
being trapped in the box, angrily
poking his head out the top and
staring down the deputy. Tharp
then dropped the box and the
snake slithered into a nearby pipe.
Meanwhile, General District Court
Chief Judge Becky Moore offered

the use of her courtroom on the
second floor for the displaced
court proceedings.

“We didn’t miss a beat,” said
Constance Frogale, chief judge of
the Alexandria Juvenile and Do-
mestic Relations Court. “When
they told me about the snake, I
wondered if the ghost of
Shakespeare’s Lady Macbeth had
been revived.”

— Michael Lee Pope

have agreement probably on
anything,” said Susan Sanders, an
artist who is a member of the steer-

ing committee considering pro-
posed changes. “We are doing our
best to balance the needs of the
city with the wants and desires of
the people in here.”

From Page 5

Changes for Torpedo Factory?

of Claros Luna in the car. An au-
topsy later revealed he died of a
gunshot wound. Alexandria police
officials say the woman did not
live in Alexandria, and that they
are not entirely sure what the re-
lationship between the woman
and the murder victim was.

Murder in Beverley Hills
“We’re still trying to figure that

out,” said Deputy Chief Blaine
Corle, adding that the scene of the
murder was not a neighborhood
known for violent crime. “I can’t
even remember the last time we
had any significant activity on
Manor Road.”

— Michael Lee Pope

From Page 1
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Fire Captain Scott Quintana of Station 206 explains to the visitors some
of the equipment that is stored in the fire truck.

Festivities at the Firehouse
The Friendship Firehouse Festival celebrated the 235th birthday of the historic fire com-

pany on Saturday.

Sebastian Timko gets a
seat in the fire engine
at the festival.

Antique fire apparatus
was on display in the
street.

Jose Flores, the
Morrison House Hotel
butler, replenishes the
fruit-infused green tea
that the hotel donated
to the festival.

To Baker,
With Thanks
To the Editor:

Those of us that have been lucky enough to
have worked with Police Chief David Baker
know that he is one of the finest human be-
ings on earth.  We are heartbroken that the
City will be losing one of its most dedicated
and caring employees, and we want him to

know that in our eyes he will not
be defined or remembered for the
evening of July 25.  He will be
remembered for his decades of

service to our community, for his professional-
ism, for his listening and responding to our
concerns, and for truly caring about each and
every citizen.  He made Alexandria a safer and
better City, and we will always be grateful to
him.

Gayle Reuter, Pat Miller, Carol
Bailey, Patty Moran, Jen Walker, Ann

Dorman, Diane Charles, Rick
Dorman, Pam DeCandio

and Lonnie Rich

Time To Shop
Tax-Free
To the Editor:

Please be sure to remind your readers that
Virginia’s fourth annual back-to-school sales
tax holiday begins Friday, Aug. 7 and runs
through Sunday, Aug. 9. During this three-day
period, customers will not be charged the 5
percent state and local retail sales tax on school
supplies priced at $20 or less per item, or on
articles of clothing, including footwear, cost-
ing $100 or less each. This includes items like
pencils, pens, binders, paints, musical instru-
ments and calculators, as well as pants, shirts,
formal wear, shoes, flip-flops, and even uni-
forms.

As a parent, I know how expensive getting
ready for school can be. More than ever, fami-
lies need a hand making ends meet, and this
will provide some relief. But remember that
the sales tax holiday is for all shoppers in Vir-
ginia, not just for those with children heading
back to school, so now’s a good time to stock
up on office supplies or clothing for adults as
well. There is no limit on the number of items
you can buy as long as each one qualifies un-
der the holiday’s guidelines.

(Lists of exempt items, along with guidelines
for the sales tax holiday and a set of frequently
asked questions, are available on the Tax
Department’s Sales Tax Holiday Information
Center at www.tax.virginia.gov.)

Better still, the sales tax holiday will give our
local retailers a boost, since it’s open to any-
one shopping in Virginia stores, including visi-
tors from across the Potomac. What better op-
portunity to invite your friends in D.C. and
Maryland to come and enjoy a weekend of
shopping in our community?

David Englin
Delegate, 45th District

Lifelong Wellness
To the Editor:

Today is July 23, 2009. It is 4 a.m., the morn-
ing after President Barack Obama’s televised

Press Conference. It was on his and Congress’s
efforts to come up with a comprehensive
Health Care Bill that Congress can pass and
he can sign.

During 50 minutes, the President used the
following two words at least once: “Check
Ups.” They are the basis for this semi-retired
psychologist’s effort to describe a series of in-
expensive Check Ups that can be done each
time a person is about to make a school or life
transition. All of them could be done cheaply
by an adult with at least a grade school educa-
tion.

Children about to begin school, who fail their
school readiness first Check Up, would receive
“First Aid” at home from a family member who
can read or from a former teacher serving as
the family’s advocate.

Children could receive a Check Up each time
they are about to transfer to a new school. The
services of legally recognized school or health
professionals would only be sought for young-
sters who are failing in their elementary, middle
or high schooling.

Once youngsters reach adulthood, they could

receive a Check Up just before making a life
transition, such as the transition to college,
independent living in the world of work, in-
terdependent living with a mate, retirement,
or a return to independent living following the
loss of a mate.

Adults who fail a Check Up could carry out
their own first aid individually, as a member
of a peer group or with the help of a facilitator
drawn from a pool of retired legally recognized
health professionals.

The services of currently legally recognized
health professionals would be sought for adults
who are failing to make their current transi-
tion successfully.

The unmentioned, “essential ingredient” for
all of the above is tender loving care (TLC)
from family, mate and friends. That is because,
like so many so-called lower creatures, homo
sapiens are also herd animals.

Joseph R Sanders
Alexandria

Letters
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Open 9-6 • 7 Days
     9023 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax, VA

703-573-5025
2 miles west of I-495 on

Rt. 50 (Vienna Metro)
CravensNursery.com

60-75% OFF
ALL POTTERY
3 New Truckloads

3 Cubic ft. Shredded
Hardwood Mulch $2.99

Bulk Mulch REG. 29.99 19.99 cu. yd.

SUMMER SALE
25% off All Trees &

Shrubs, Hosta, Cacti,
Orchids, Bonsai

All Annuals

PA. Wall Stone Sale

Free Estimates-
Hardscape/Landscape, Patios,
Walls, Walkways & so much more

full
pallet $29999

OFF SEASON PRICING
1/2

pallet $14999

25% OFF

1 HOUR MASSAGE

$65
Exp 8/31/09

HAIRCUT & HIGHLITES

$99
Exp 8/31/09

HAIRCUT & COLOR

$75
Exp 8/31/09

1 HOUR FACIAL

$75
Exp 8/31/09

1322 Prince Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703.535.8100
www.salonmarti.com

To have a notice listed, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call
Steve Hibbard at 703-917-6407 with
questions.

7836 Fordson Road, Alexandria. Call
703-591-4488 or send email to
info@naacp.org.

The Wright to Read program will
celebrate 30 years in Alexandria this
September. Wright to Read
volunteers or students from 1979-
2001 may contact  Leigh Hoyer at
lhoyer@campagnacenter.org or 703-
549-0111 ext. 101.

THURSDAY, AUG. 6
Business Networking Happy Hour.

5:30-7:30 p.m., At Finn & Porter’s
Atrium, Hilton at Mark Center Hotel,
5000 Seminary Road, Alexandria.
Open to all. Free parking. Cash bar.
Mini Menu for $5. Event is sponsored

by the West End Business
Association. Contact 703-845-2645.

First Thursday in Del Ray, Health
& Wellness. 6-9 p.m. This family-
friendly monthly celebration returns
to Del Ray with music, exhibitions
from local organizations, and
businesses open late with special
activities. Free. Contact 703-683-
2949 or www.visitdelray.com.

Informational Meeting. 7 p.m. The
public is invited to attend meeting on
Open Space Properties at 4109-4125
Mount Vernon Ave. The site was
acquired in January of 2007 as part
of the City’s Open Space Program. At
4109 Mount Vernon Ave. Call Laura
Durham, Open Space Coordinator, at
703-838-5095, ext. 350 (TTY 703-

838-4902), or by e-mail
laura.durham@alexandriava.gov.

AUG. 7-9
Families in Virginia will get a sales tax

break on clothes and supplies for
school as the state holds its annual
Virginia tax holiday. To be eligible for
the tax break, school supply items must
be priced at $20 or less, and clothing
and footwear must be priced at $100
or less. The tax holiday does not apply
to the purchase of computers. Among
the eligible school supplies are art and
music supplies, composition books and
notebooks, paper, dictionaries,
crayons, lunch boxes, pens, pencils,
and reference books.

FRIDAY, AUG. 7, 14
Archaeologists Needed. Volunteers

are currently excavating a plowzone
in late 18th century, GW Library site.
More helpers are needed from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Email Esther C. White Ph.D.,
RPA, ewhite@mountvernon.org.

SATURDAY/AUG. 8
Kitty-pa-looza!  Noon to 4 p.m.

Mindful Hands, a specialty shop
dedicated to helping people live
gentler lives, will host kitten adopt-a-
thon on behalf of King Street Cats. At
211 King Street in Old Town
Alexandria. Go to
www.mindfulhands.com or
www.kingstreetcats.org.

Bulletin Board

ONGOING
Late-Night Hang-Out. Every

Thursday and Friday nights from 9
p.m. to midnight. At Charles Houston
Community Center, 901 Wythe
Street, Alexandria. Basketball league
games, card tournaments, table game
tournaments, DJ music. For young
adults, 19 years and up. Call 703-
838-4814.

NAACP, Fairfax County Branch. 7
p.m. Meets on second Tuesday of the
month at Bethlehem Baptist Church,
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Faberge Eggs Go Patriotic
Russian egg maker Ilya Abelsky shows designs at B&C Jewelers.

Faberge-like pendants and lockets featuring iconic
symbols of America are part of the patriotic collec-
tion created by Russian-born artist Ilya Abelsky.

A locket of the U.S. Capitol dome opens to reveal the
Statue of Liberty.

By Ansley LaBarre

The Gazette

F
aberge egg-maker Ilya Abelsky
stopped at King Street’s B&C Jew-
elers last week to showcase his new-

est collection of patriotic eggs.  The featured
pieces were created in tribute to the Ma-
rine Corps, the first branch of U.S. military
Abelsky is honoring in a line of eggs he cre-

ated to high-
light the
military’s sac-
rifice to the
nation.

R u s s i a n -
born Abelsky
says he was in-
spired to cre-
ate his newest
line after be-
coming a U.S.
citizen in the
wake of Sept.
11.  The crafts-
man also says

he started with the Marine branch because
they are typically called upon first for duty
— a responsibility former Marine and B&C
storeowner Nolan Forness can relate to.

“The Marines see their duty as a career,”
said Abelsky.

The craftsman traveled north from his
hometown of Atlanta to visit the Marine
Corps museum in Quantico and stop in Al-
exandria. B&C, which is celebrating its 56th
year as an independent business in the
Bradlee Shopping Center this month, has
sold Abelsky’s line for years with the inten-
tion of separating from mainstream jewelry
products. Forness acknowledges the amount
of attention the eggs receive from custom-
ers who appreciate their rare form.

“The customers love them for how deli-
cate they seem but how tough they really
are,” said Forness.

Every egg is crafted by hand so that no
two are exactly alike.  Abelsky made his trip
to continue public education about Faberge
— a trade he associates with art more than
jewelry. Through his investment in the craft,
Abelsky simply wants to share his appre-
ciation for the detailed work specific to
Faberge.  B&C sells the eggs from $90 to
$450, but the designer says he doesn’t mind
if customers simply come to see his art with-
out making a purchase. To Abelsky, the eggs’
artistic value is one of a kind.

“They’re all priceless,” he said. Jewelry designer Ilya Abelsky at B&C Jewelers in the
Bradlee Shopping Center.

A newly created piece of jewelry emblazoned with the
Marine Corps insignia.

Nolan Forness

To Go
B&C Jewelry Store

In the Bradlee
Shopping Center
3652 King Street

Alexandria, VA 22302
703-379-6010

www.bcjewelers.net
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Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

2009 NORTHERN VIRGINIA
SENIOR OLYMPICS  SEPTEMBER 12–23

Adults 50+ Register by Aug 28 ~ Over 25 Events –
Everything from track to chess!

    New this year: Wii bowling, Mini javelin throw
Registration fee: $10 includes 1 event

Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals Awarded

Opening day: Sat., Sept. 12, 10:30 a.m.—Track

Check website for list of events:www.novaseniorolympics.com

Thomas Jefferson Community Center, 3501 S. 2nd St., Arlington
plus Health Fair and Traveling Bicycle Museum

For more information call 703-228-4721
Sponsored by Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun, Prince William counties;

cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls Church.

Calendar

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and art-
work are encouraged. Deadline is Thursday at noon for
the following week’s paper. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-
917-6407 with questions.

ALEXANDRIA FARMERS’ MARKETS:
* Market Square, 301 King Street, Alexandria.

Saturdays, 5 am – 10:30 am, year round.  Free
parking in the Market Square garage during the
hours of the Farmers’ Market.

* Del Ray, Corner of East Oxford & Mount Vernon
Avenues, Alexandria.  Saturdays, 8 a.m. - Noon,
through the first Saturday in December.

* Upper King Street Fresh Farmers’ Market,
King Street Gardens Park, 1806 King Street,
Alexandria.  Every Wednesday from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m., through Oct. 29.

* West End Farmers’ Market, Ben Brenman Park,
4800 Brenman Park Drive, Alexandria.  Sundays, 9
a.m. – 1 p.m. through October.

Michael Jackson’s Patent and Trademarks. 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Open exhibit of Michael Jackson’s
patent and trademarks. At the National Inventors
Hall of Fame and Museum, Madison Building, 600
Dulaney Street, Alexandria, in the atrium. Call
571-272-0095.

The Third Annual Alexandria Film Festival is
soliciting entries from U.S. and international
filmmakers. The festival will be held Sept. 24–27
at the George Washington Memorial Masonic
Temple. This year, the Film Festival is partnering
with Withoutabox, the film industry’s premier
online service platform. To submit your film
online, visit www.withoutabox.com/login/7816.
All entries submitted through Withoutabox will
receive an additional discount. For more
information or to obtain entry forms and
submission guidelines, visit
www.alexandriafilm.org. Call 703-838-6348.

THURSDAY/AUG. 6
Jim Stephanson and John Previti. 7-9 p.m.

Blues, swing and jazz-inspired tunes. Free. At the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, part of the Thursday

Nite Local Spotlight series. At 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-838-4565 or go to
www.torpedofactory.org.

18th-Century Dance Classes at Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum. 7:30-9:30 p.m. Learn the
dances of Jane Austen, George Washington, and
Abigail Adams in Gadsby’s Tavern Museum’s
historic ballroom. Dance master Corky Palmer will
lead this fun and educational series of 18th-
century English country dance classes in
preparation for the Jane Austen Ball on Saturday,
Aug. 15. At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal Street, Alexandria. The cost for lessons is
$30 for the series or $12 per class. Reservations
are requested and can be made by calling 703-
838-4242.

Concert at Fort Ward Park. 7:30 p.m. An all-
Scottish night of music featuring the Northern
Virginia Branch of the Royal Scottish Country
Dance Society and the Alexandria Pipes & Drums.
Free. At 4301 W. Braddock Road, Alexandria. Call
703-883-4686.

Preschool Palettes. All ages. 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Celebrate your children’s flair for the artistic by
transforming their unique creations into beautiful
keepsake books! Hooray for Books! Children’s
Bookstore, 1555 King St., Alexandria.
www.hooray4books.com. Call 703-548-4092.

Family Picnic and Bike Rodeo. 6:30 p.m. Learn
about bike safety and safe routes to school, meet
other parents living close by who want to form a
student walking or biking group. At Samuel
Tucker Elementary, 435 Ferdinand Day Drive,
Alexandria. Call 703-933-6300.

AUG. 6-8
“Vanities” by Jack Heifner. At 8 p.m. A comedy

directed by Herb Tax. From high school
cheerleaders to independent women, follow Mary,
Joanne, and Kathy through high school, college
and into the “real” world ... and laugh yourself
silly in the process!  Featuring Natalie Christina
(Mary), Carla Francischetti (Joanne),  and Pamela
Sabella (Kathy). At The Lyceum in Old Town
Alexandria, 201 S. Washington St., Alexandria.
$15/general admission; $10/seniors, students,
retired or active military. Call 703-615-6626,
www.zemfirastage.com.

FRIDAY/AUG. 7
Lantern Tours. 7-10 p.m. Tour Gadsby’s Tavern

Museum,134 N. Royal St., by candlelight with a
costumed guide  to experience the historic tavern
and hotel before the advent of electricity. Cost is
$5 per person, ages 5 and up. Call 703-838-4242
in advance to verify tour dates.

Alexandria Citizens Swing Band. 7:30 p.m.
concert. Jack Dusek, interim conductor. At Market
Square, 301 King Street, Old Towne Alexandria.
Call 703-339-6643 or go to
www.band.alexandria.va.us.

Wee Ones Storytime. Ages 0-2. 10:30 a.m. Join us
in our storytime corner as we sing silly songs and
read exciting stories! Free. Hooray for Books!
Children’s Bookstore, 1555 King St., Alexandria.
Go to www.hooray4books.com. Call 703-548-
4092.

SATURDAY, AUG. 8
Annual Irish Festival. Noon to 7 p.m.

Entertainment features Brook Yoder; Pat Garvey;
the Culkin School of Dance; Pat Carroll; the Flying
Cows of Ventry; the O’Neill-James School of
Dance; The City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums;
and the Lieutenant Colonel Dowd Division A. O. H.
Color Guard, among others. Exhibits will highlight
traditional arts, crafts, jewelry, paintings and
souvenirs. Throughout the day, food and
beverages will be available for purchase.
Admission is free! Visit www.ballyshaners.org.  At
Waterfront Park, 1A Prince Street, Alexandria. Call
703-883-4686 or visit www.ballyshaners.org.

Aretha Aretha to Perform.  7 p.m. Live Jazz. Also
performing:  Mike Gillispie (flute), Jon Ozment
(keyboards), James King (bass), and Nasar Abadey
(drums). At the closing night of “The Fine Art of

See Calendar,  Page 16

Jeff Markowsky - Mike’s Dilemma
Charcoal on Paper - 44x30"

The Torpedo Factory’s Target Gallery is presenting In
the Flesh II, a national exhibition of contemporary figu-
rative art. The juror for this exhibition is Andrea Pollan
from the Curator’s Office in Washington, DC. There is a
reception to meet the artists and the juror on Thursday,
Aug. 13 from 6-8 p.m. with Pollan speaking at 7 p.m.

The artists’ work in this exhibition employs the human
figure to tell a story, make a social statement, explore the
beauty and ugly distortions of the human form, examin-
ing the dark side of humanity; lush paintings, intricate
drawings, disturbing photography and an exquisite fiber
installation. Out of 830+ entries submitted by close to
300 artists from all over the country and the world, 27
works were ultimately selected to be a part of the exhi-
bition.

The gallery will be open every day from 10-6 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday and from 10-9 p.m. on Thursdays. Go
to www.torpedofactory.org.

In the Flesh II

SEEKING REPORTER
Join our group of 17 award-winning weeklies in the
suburbs of Washington, DC; we’re looking for an
experienced, energetic, prolific reporter to cover several
communities, including Potomac, Md., eastern Loudoun
County, plus some general assignment reporting. (Yes,
this is a difficult job.) Cover events, write features, news,
crime, politics and in-depth stories, participate in project
reporting and writing. Job requires passion for people,
ability to multi-task, lots of energy, strong reporting and
writing skills. Send cover letter, resume and three clips
to Mary Kimm, Publisher and Editor, Connection
Newspapers, resumes@connectionnewspapers.com
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Come Taste the Difference
Bradlee Shopping Center

3690J King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

703.820.8600
www.unwinedva.com
Open 7 Days a Week

Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday 12-5 p.m.

KING ESTATE Wine Tasting
Monday August 10th, 6-8pm

Join us for a sampling of Oregon and
Washington wines from the distinguished (and

certified organic) King Estate Vineyard.

Reservations are not required and
admission is free!

“NAME THAT BALL” CONTEST
Please submit entries between July 15
& August 13, 2009 to the Alexandria
Symphony Orchestra (ASO) via
phone: 703-548-0885 or
e-mail: alex@alexsym.org.

The lucky winner will receive two tickets (valued at $200 per
ticket) to the 23rd Symphony Orchestra League of
Alexandria’s gala at the Ritz Carlton, Pentagon City on
March 6, 2010. All proceeds are donated to the ASO,
Northern Virginia’s premiere, fully-professional orchestra,
directed by award-winning Kim Allen Kluge.

The name of the ball sets the theme – two rare Tibetan sacred
scrolls were auctioned at the 2009 “Shangri-La” Ball and
Richard J. Egan, former U.S. Ambassador to Ireland, was the
honorary chairman at the 2007 “Emerald” Ball. Senator and
Mrs. John Warner were the honorary patrons last year.

Senator John Warner & his
wife Jeanne Vander Myde

Nancy Rowe, Pauline Hurd,
Cecily Lupo Winchell, Richard
Egan & Nancy Lasley

Photos and design by
Susan Knighton

Cavanaugh

Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage
the patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for
surgery. I regard him as one of the premier dentists in the
non-surgical management of TMJ Disorders.”
—Dr. Joseph Arzadon

“Very professional environment, excellent level of service,
up-to-date dental technology.” — Anne

“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my
concerns seriously.” — Mary 

“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop
relationships with  your patients.” — Kim

“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat
your patients with respect and courtesy in a way that  is
extremely rare.” — Nancy

Trusted Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.

Cosmetic Dental Services:
• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• In Office Whitening
• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually
  painless anesthesia

Unique Dental Services:
• Dental Sleep Appliance
• Computer Preview of New Smile

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere
• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
   during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with
  Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
  Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile
  Magazine & TMJ News-n-Views

Testimonials
Michael B. Rogers, DDS

Dennis J. Holly, DMD
4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDental.com

From Page 12

Jazz” exhibition at the Alexandria Black
History Museum. The Alexandria Black
History Museum is located at 902
Wythe Street, Alexandria. $20 tickets.
Go to  www.alexblackhistory.org or
call 703-838-4356.

Friends Used Book Sale. Gems and
finds for all readers. At Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Call 703-339-4610.

Building and Using Cold Frames.
9:30-11am. A cold frame is a protected
plant bed used to extend the growing
season. It can provide shelter for
tender perennials; hardening off
seedling plants, over wintering cold
tolerant vegetables and summer rooted
woody cuttings. Mary Frogale, staff
horticulturalist talks about the many
uses of a cold frame and tells you how
to build one. $15. At Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-642-5173 or go to
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/gsgp/

Wee Ones Storytime. Ages 0-2. 10:30
a.m. Join us in our storytime corner as
we sing silly songs and read exciting
stories! Free. Hooray for Books!
Children’s Bookstore, 1555 King St.,
Alexandria. www.hooray4books.com.
Call 703-548-4092.

SUNDAY/AUG. 9
Fort Hunt Park Concert. 7-8 p.m.

Vernonberg an Potomak
Volksmusikblaskapelle (the Mount
Vernon German Band) will present a
concert of authentic German music.  At
Fort Hunt Park.  Visit www.mvbands.
com or call 703-768-4172.

AUG. 9-23
Bel Cantanti Opera Summer Music

Festival. Two-week program for
young professionals.  Held in
Westminster Presbyterian Church in

Alexandria. The festival will end with
two performances of Donizetti’s L’Elisir
d’Amore and a performance of selected
opera scenes and arias. Contact
auditions@belcantanti.com to schedule
an audition and reserve an audition
slot. Call 301-266-7546.

SUNDAY/AUG. 9
“Precedence.” 4:30 p.m. Contemporary

dance styles with classical ballet by the
Virginia Ballet Company. At the Ernst
Community Cultural Center, on the
Northern Virginia Community College
Annandale campus, 8333 Little River
Turnpike, Annandale. Tickets $15. Go
to www.virginiaballetcompany.org.
Call 703 249-8227.

Summer Chamber Music Series. 3
p.m. Free. Members of Washington
Metropolitan Philharmonic.
Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic Association. At The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.,
Alexandria.

AUG. 10-14
Swimmers age 55 and older can

swim at no charge at any of the
Northern Virginia Regional Park
Authority’s five waterparks the week of
Aug. 10-14. Proof of age is required
and hours at each park may vary.
NVRPA’s waterparks include
Downpour at Algonkian Regional Park,
Great Waves at Cameron Run Regional
Park, Atlantis at Bull Run Regional
Park, Pirate’s Cove at Pohick Bay
Regional Park and Upton Hill Regional
Park. Visit www.nvrpa.org.

Bug-a-Boo Camp. 9 a.m. – noon.  (7- to
12-year-olds) Butterflies and beetles,
ants and arachnids, worms and
wigglers! Explore the exciting world of
bugs and their big jobs as pollinators
and decomposers. Watch their life
cycles unfold in gardens, woods, and

ponds. Make buggy crafts and learn
buggy games. Fee includes light,
nutritious snacks. $150.  Register
through ParkTakes at 703-222-4664 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks. At
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road, Alexandria. Call 703-642-
5173 or go to  www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/gsgp/

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 12
Campagna Center Neighborhood

Picnic. 5:30-7:30 p.m. Meet at the
home of Rob and Lisa Krupicka, 409
East Alexandria Ave., Alexandria.
Space is limited; RSVP to Thasia at
twilliams@campagnacenter.org.

Preschool Palettes. 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Preschool Palettes specializes in
preserving your child’s artwork “for
keeps” and will be collecting book and
print orders at Spill the Beans.   At
Spill the Beans Organic Coffee & Chat
House, 1900 Elkin Street, Alexandria.
Visit www.preschoolpalettes.com or
call 703-307-3910.

AUG. 13, 14, 15
“Peter Pan.”  7:30 p.m. with Saturday

matinee at 2 p.m. Presented by
Morningstar Productions. At Plymouth
Haven Baptist Church, 8600 Plymouth
Road, Alexandria. $8/adult, $5/
student/child. Gina Smithers at
Smithersgm@gmail.com or 703-577-
3966.

AUG. 13-15
“Vanities” by Jack Heifner. At 8 p.m.

A comedy directed by Herb Tax.  At
The Lyceum in Old Town Alexandria,
201 S. Washington St., Alexandria.
$15/general admission; $10/seniors,
students, retired or active military. Call
703-615-6626,www.zemfirastage.com.

Calendar

FULL
TIME
SPORTS
WRITER
NEEDED
Cover high
school and com-
munity sports in
suburban
Washington DC
for award-win-
ning chain of
weeklies. Cover
events, write
features and
participate in
project report-
ing and writing.
Job requires
passion for
sports, energy,
ability to find
interesting sto-
ries, strong
writing and
reporting skills.
Must have dem-
onstrated ability
to make dead-
line. Sports
writer covers a
large beat
including multi-
ple sports per
season across
many high
schools. Send
cover letter,
resume and
three clips to
Mary Kimm,
Publisher and
Editor,
Connection
Newspapers,
resumes@con
nectionnews
papers.com
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Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner

Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated

Dining

By Kristen McCarthy

The Gazette

T
o Be Thai Restaurant of-
fers a niche where one can
experience Thai culture

through traditional cuisine.
Located in Huntington Gateway,

owner Kanchana Phenghua
started the restaurant in 2002. She
came to America from
Kanchanaburi, Thailand, to study
international business and com-
merce at George Mason University
in 1994. “I wanted to introduce the
true Thai taste for the American
people. I tasted Thai around town.
It wasn’t real Thai. I grew up cook-
ing,” said Phenghua.

She cooks the food and she runs
the restaurant with her husband,
Somchai Dulpimol. She chose Al-
exandria as the location for the
restaurant because of the area’s
support for local businesses.

Inside the restaurant, Thai mu-
sic is playing lightly in the back-
ground and Asian art work is dis-
played throughout the entry and
dining areas.

Authentic Thai cuisine is fea-
tured on the menu. Two of the

To Be Thai Offers Authentic Taste

most popular dishes are the pad
thai and thai dumplings. “All of the
food I create is from my heart. It
is very fresh, clean and original
recipes,” said Phenghua.

The most rewarding part of run-
ning the business for Kanchana is
being able to connect with her
customers. “I am very in touch
with my customers. Many of them
left Thailand during World War II.
They know the Thai culture, the
Thai food and they have good

memories of
my country,”
s a i d
Phenghua.

Running a
r e s t a u r a n t
also has its
cha l lenges .
Since the res-
taurant is
s o m e w h a t
hidden and
not easy to
see from the
street, this
has created
some difficul-
ties. “The lo-
cation is

somehow considered very good,
but somehow very hidden,” said
Phenghua.

To Be Thai is located at 5970
Richmond Highway. Lunch is
served from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and dinner is served from 5 to 10
p.m. Monday through Friday. To
Be Thai is open on Saturday from
noon until 10 p.m. and on Sun-
day from 5 until 10 p.m. Call 703-
317-1166 or 703-317-0152 or visit
www.tobethairestaurant.com.

Thai music and art fill To Be Thai Restaurant.
Owner Kanchana Phenghua started the
restaurant in 2002.
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Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Summer Specials
 Dover Sole • Bouillabaisse
  Frog Legs • Beef Wellington
    • Coq au Vin

• Soft Shell Crabs
• Cold Salmon Platter

• Chef Specials

127 N. Washington St., Old Town
703-548-4661

Smoke-Free Restaurant
www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

Theatre

Some Strange Encounters
Of a Reptilian Kind
Edward Albee’s
Pulitzer Winner
“Seascape”
At Gunston
In Arlington.

Micah Hutz/The Gazette

Edward Albee’s “Seascape” runs now through Aug. 22 in
Arlington.

Where and When
The American Century

Theater’s revival of “Sea-
scape” runs through Aug. 22
at Theater II in the Gunston
Arts Center, 2700 South Lang
Street, Arlington. Perfor-
mances are Wednesday – Sat-
urday at 8 p.m. and Saturday
- Sunday at 2:30 p. m. Tick-
ets are $25 - $32. Call 703-
998-4555 or log on to
www.americancentury.org.

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

E
dward Albee won the
1975 Pulitzer Prize in
Drama (one of three

he’s pulled down) for a four-
person play exploring the
evolution of both personal
relationships and species.
Well, it’s not quite a “four-
person” play because two of
the characters aren’t human.
They are some sort of lizard-like
sea creatures who have emerged
from the salty broth to try living
on land.

Darwin tells us that once upon
a time there must have been many
individuals of sea-species that
made that adventurous evolution-
ary leap at one time. But they
would not have encountered an
English-speaking human couple
who are about-to-retire. It is the
unique capacity of theater to spin
such a story right in front of your
eyes and the unique skill of Ed-
ward Albee to make all four of the
individuals — reptilian and
mamalian — interesting and iden-
tifiably individual.

The American Century Theater
is reviving Albee’s unique play,
“Seascape” in Theater II of
Arlington’s Gunston Arts Center.
Under director Steven Scott
Mazzola, Annie Houston and Craig
Miller take on the roles of the hu-
man couple who are in the midst
of their own life-change as they
approach retirement, and Brian
Crane and Mundy Spears have
donned costumes with huge
swinging tails as the other “indi-
viduals.”

Together, they explore not just
the issues Albee raises but the
unique flights of language that are
a hallmark of any play by the au-
thor of “Who’s Afraid of Virginia
Woolf,” “A Delicate Balance” and
“The Goat, or Who Is Sylvia?”

The humans don’t meet the rep-
tiles until late in the first act. The
bulk of that act is devoted to the
human couple’s debate among
themselves over what their life to-

gether should be like as the hus-
band retires from employment and
the wife no longer has her life
dominated by child rearing duties.
These two may have been enjoy-
ing a successful marriage in the
past but they are at a key moment
in the evolution of their relation-
ship and are deep in argument
over their future. He believes that
they have “earned some rest”
while she is anxious to find fulfill-
ment in an adventurous future,
perhaps traveling the world to al-
ways be living at a warm beach.

Albee uses these divergent views
to raise questions about the pur-
pose of life and the role of part-
nership in the mating ritual that
is marriage. As is so often the case
with Albee, however, he doesn’t
offer answers. Draw your own con-
clusions and relate them to your
own existence.

With the arrival of the lizard-like
couple (who, somehow, are quite
fluent in English) the focus of the
discussions widen to embrace
great issues of the meaning of life
itself. With specific questions go-
ing all the way from the meaning
of “love” to the origin of the ritual
of shaking hands, the text is full
of typically stimulating Albee-
isms.

The human pair has more com-
plex complications than do the
reptiles, and Houston and Miller
do a good job of delineating them,
although Houston’s character’s
harping on her disappointments in
her mate are a bit hard to take.

Crane and Spears avoid playing
the reptilian couple for laughs, al-
though they don’t quite appear as

“emotionless” as the dialogue
seems to imply they should be.
That is not to say, however, that
they don’t get their fair share of
laughs with Albee’s wit. Exploring
everything from the sex organs of
mammals to reptilian reproduc-
tion with its thousands of eggs as
opposed to the human’s concep-
tion of three offspring, the discus-
sions are intriguing.

Melanie Clark designed the cos-
tumes for the reptiles and Lynn
Sharp-Spears the makeup. To-
gether they found a way to have
the reptiles not look like humans
with green coloring but very ac-
ceptable as creatures from a pre-
historic (by eons) age.

❖❖❖
Brad Hathaway reviews theater

in Virginia, Washington and Mary-
land as well as Broadway, and ed-
its Potomac Stages, a Web site cov-
ering theater in the region
(www.PotomacStages.com). He can
be reached at
Brad@PotomacStages.com.
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ALEXANDRIA Pastry Shop & Cafe........703-578-4144
ATLANTIS PIZZA.................................703-671-0250
B & C JEWELERS ................................703-379-6010
BANNERS HALLMARK..........................703-820-4449
BATTERIES PLUS .................................703-575-7711
BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO ......................... 703-820-8820
BLUE RIBBON DRY CLEANING..............703-998-5118
BRADLEE BARBER SHOP ...................... 703-998-9830
BRADLEE DENTAL CARE.......................703-820-2273
BRADLEE FLORIST...............................703-379-6166

BRADLEE SHOE REPAIR........................703-931-9210
CAPITAL BAGEL BAKERY.......................703-379-6462
CHEVY CHASE BANK...........................703-998-6503
CHICKEN OUT...................................703-998-8802
DRESS BARN......................................703-379-4462
FOOT SOLUTIONS..............................703-931-3668
FOXY NAILS.......................................703-824-9292
GNC................................................703-578-4122
GIANT..............................................703-845-0851
GOLDEN DRAGON.............................703-575-8079
HAIR CUTTERY...................................703-998-9387
HARDWOOD ARTISANS.......................703-379-7299
KING STREET BACK & NECK................703-578-1900
KYOTO JAPANESE RESTAURANT.............703-379-8060
MIXERS’S ICE CREAM...........................703-671-4799
MCDONALD’S...................................703-379-0441
National Art & Framing...................703-998-5888
PALM BEACH TAN..............................703-933-0096
Potomac Paint & Design Center.....703-379-5800
PRO FEED.........................................703-820-3888
RITE AID...........................................703-931-7095
ROBCYNS..........................................703-379-7800
STARBUCKS........................................703-845-9563
SUBWAY............................................703-931-3700
SUNTRUST BANK...............................703-838-3280
TC UNISEX SALON.............................703-379-6397
U.S. POSTAL SERVICE......................1-800-275-8777
UNWINED.........................................703-820-8600
VIRGINIA ABC...................................703-845-6374
VIRGINIA VACUUMS...........................703-931-6100
WACHOVIA BANK..............................703-671-7523
WASHINGTON SPORTS CLUB...............703-933-3777

Everything You Need...in one
               Convenient Place.

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

3652 King Street
Phone (703) 379-6010 • Fax (703) 379-8136

www.bcjewelers.net

B&C Jewelers

Anniversary Sale
August 22–September 12

Celebrating 56 Years!

Seminary Valley
So hard to believe it is August.

On my jog this morning through
Cameron Station I saw the Tucker
students going off to their first day
of school, replete with new back-
packs and new clothes. Tucker is
on a modified school calendar, but
the start of school for other West
End students is not far off (Sept.
8). Polk Elementary School is wel-
coming a new principal, PreeAnn
Johnson; Ms. Johnson has been an
assistant principal since 2002 and
was most recently assigned to
Minnie Howard School.

If you have a kindergarten stu-
dent, Polk’s K-Prep program gets
underway on August 10; you must
register your kindergartner to se-
cure a place in K-Prep.

At Hammond, the three new
schools are conveniently holding
their orientations on the first (for
School 1), second (for School 2)
and third of September (for School
3). Back to school nights are Sept.
15 (School 1), Sept. 16 (School 2),
and Sept. 17 (School 3), all at 7
p.m. By all accounts, the
Hammond students are extremely
excited about the school’s new
configuration.

As promised, here is the infor-
mation on the Dowden Terrace

Dolphins, courtesy of Marianne
Hetzer. The Division 6 champions
won second place in the Division
6 Relay Carnival and first place in
the Todd Potts IM Carnival. What’s
more, three individual team
records and eight relay records fell
this season. Seminary Valley Dol-
phins (ages 4-18) include: Tory
and Kathryn Atkinson; Will
Bremner; Ethan, Harrison and
Liam Brock; Mia, Natalie and Nick
Brown; Alexandra Cerda; Caroline
and Maggie Chamberlain; Sarah
Chopko; Claire Costello; Abby,
Colleen and Patrick Cox; Larry
Dow; Lili and Sean Dowling; RJ
Firestone; Jacob and Shannon Fos-
ter; Alex and Ryan Goodale; Jenn
Hatstat; Steven Hetzer; Jenna and
Julia Lindsey; Reagan Lungren;
Brendan and Gabrielle Richichi;
Karl Staudinger; Kathy Tanner;
Kai Taylor-Deak; Erica and
Gabrielle Thompson; Claire
Toman; Harrison and Kendall
West; Brendan, Caley and Ryan
Zack.

August also marks the end of the
summer youth theater season in
our area; it’s no surprise that Meg
Glassco turned in a great perfor-
mance last weekend in Encore
Stage’s “Beauty and the Beast”.
Meg, who lit up the stage as
Lumiere, is home in Seminary Val-

ley, taking a break from her stud-
ies at Ithaca College, where she is
pursuing a double major in theatre
and visual art. Taking up his usual
spot behind the scenes was Walter
Lohmann. Last week also had the
Curtin brothers, Peter and Andrew,
reprising their roles as producer
and associate producer of St.
Bernadette’s “Peter Pan.”

If the hot weather has prevented
you from strolling along the
Holmes Run bike path, you are in
for a treat. The City has repaved
and widened the path from
Brookville to Fox Chase. It’s a real
pleasure to traverse. The path is
eventually going to be connected
to a Fairfax County bike path near
Chambliss Street, making for a
great West End route for commut-
ers and nature-lovers alike.

 — Mia Jones

Neighborhoods

        Faith Note

On the first Monday of each month,
the 6:30 p.m. service is a Requiem Eu-
charist. Names of loved ones who died
during that month in any year and of
our service men and women who died
in the previous month are read aloud
during the service. To have a loved one
added to the list, call the parish office at
703-549-1980 and providing the full
name and date of death. Grace Episco-
pal Church, 3601 Russell Road,
Alexandria. Visit www.gracealex.org.
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ftalexandria@fitnesstogether.com

877-345-FTFT

Alexandria Chamber
Cup Golf Classic!

Date: Wednesday, August 19, 2009
Tee Time: 7:00 am registration begins

9:00 am tee time
Cost: $175/golfer

Location:
National Golf Club at Tantallon, 300 St. Andrews Drive,

Fort Washington, MD 20744

n August 19th, the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce will be holding our
annual Chamber Cup Golf Classic at the newly renovated National Golf Club at
Tantallon in Fort Washington, MD. Come join us for a fun-filled day of golf,
raffles, and prize packs followed by a BBQ feast catered by Mango Mikes.
Prizes include a 3-day, 2-night golf trip to Melbourne, Florida for two; a 3-day,
2-night golf trip to Madeira Beach, Florida for two; a 5-day, 4-night trip to St.
Thomas for two; and a 5-day, 4-night trip to Hawaii for two.  Plus great
giveaways and complimentary golfing!

Non-Members Welcome!
Register as a foursome or by yourself!

Sponsorships still available.
For more information, contact Special Events Coordinator

Janelle Schmidt at jschmidt@alexchamber.com or
703.739.3808

O

Schools

Photos by Louise

Krafft/Gazette

T.C. Williams
summer school
principal Grace
Taylor presents

the diplomas
to the gradu-

ates. Mayor Bill
Euille offered

his congratula-
tions to the

students.

42 More Graduates
G

raduation for the T.C. Williams Class of
2009 was completed Thursday, July 30 as
42 Titans crossed the stage in the John C.

Albohm Auditorium and received their diplomas.
The students during the summer session completed
their last requirements to be eligible for graduation.

The T.C. Williams AJROTC Color Guard opened
the ceremony with the presentation of the flags. 2008
TCW graduate, Anthony Snead, Jr. made an appear-
ance and sang the National Anthem. TCW summer
school principal Grace Taylor welcomed the gradu-
ates with their friends and family to the commence-
ment.

Graduating senior Christopher Nyugen was se-
lected as the student speaker followed by retired,
ACPS principal Carolyn Lewis delivering the Com-
mencement Address. A light reception was served
afterwards in the school lobby.

Bryan Anderson, Jr. leads his classmates
into the auditorium for the commence-
ment exercises.

Retired ACPS principal Carolyn Lewis, Barbara Finney
and Andrea Styles look through a photo album before the
processional begins.

Student speaker
Christopher Nguyen.

Graduates Sandra Garcia-Escobar and Cecilia Garcia-
Martinez wait to be called into the line.

ACPS Superintendent Mort
Sherman congratulates the
42 students in opting to
complete all of their re-
quirements rather than
accept a GED.
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From Page 3

News

Arrest Highlights ‘Public’ Documents
for the information, but only four

agreed to pay the $24 fee for access
to the document that was created as
a result of the decision to suppress
the police report.

“The $24 charge is for a half-hour
of staff time, and we probably spent
about one or two hours responding
to all the requests,” said Lt. Patrick

Donahue. “In the interest of fairness,
we didn’t want to charge the first per-
son to request the document any
more than all the other people who
asked for it.”

But advo-
cates for open
government
say the actions
of the Arling-
ton County Po-
lice Depart-
ment reveal
larger prob-
lems with the
Virginia Free-
dom of Infor-
mation Act.
While some
states provide
public access
to police re-
ports, these

documents are routinely suppressed
in Virginia. Like many other jurisdic-
tions throughout the commonwealth,
police officials in Alexandria routinely
deny requests to release reports.

“We have a blanket policy to use the
exemption in all cases,” said Jody
Donaldson, a spokesman for the Al-
exandria Police Department. “I can’t
think of a single example where we
wouldn’t use the exemption.”

BUT STATES that release police re-
ports for public inspection don’t seem
to have a problem prosecuting crimes.
In Florida, for example, police reports
are widely available to the public and
the press. The state’s Sunshine Law

creates several narrowly tailored exemp-
tions for specific reasons — protecting the
names of rape victims, for example. Public-
safety officials in Florida say providing ac-
cess to these documents has not breached
the integrity of prosecutions or hampered
their ability to fight crime.

“In Florida, we are open until we are
closed,” said Alexis Lambert, a Sunshine
Law attorney in the Florida attorney

general’s office in Tallahassee. “I always tell
people that the quickest way to handle a
conspiracy theory is to hand over the docu-
mentation.”

Yet by concealing police reports, Virginia’s
public-records laws invite guesswork and
speculation. One section of the
commonwealth’s Freedom of Information
Act provides broad exemptions for “com-
plaints, memoranda, correspondence, case
files or reports, witness statements.” That’s
a broad authority that gives police depart-
ments across Virginia an ability to shield
much of their actions from public inspec-
tion. The catch is that if they choose to deny
access to the police report they have to pro-
vide a summary of the suppressed docu-
ment known as a “criminal incident infor-
mation” that includes “general description”
of the criminal activity, “general location”
and “general description” of the injuries.

“It’s got more generals than the Army,”
said Maria Everett, executive director of the
Virginia Freedom of Information Advisory
Council. “Even the information that’s re-
quired for the criminal incident report
seems to be a moving target sometimes.”

WHILE RELEASING public documents
would be virtually free — especially in the
age of e-mail — concealing these records is
more costly. Someone in the Arlington Po-
lice Department has to sit down with the
suppressed police report and summarize it
to create the criminal incident report for
compliance with the Virginia Freedom of
Information Act. In the case of Baker’s ar-
rest, that staff time was charged to anyone
who wanted to see the two-paragraph sum-
mary. But several public-records advocates
contacted for this article say Arlington’s

policy of charging multiple media outlets a
$24 fee for an existing public record is
flawed.

“It does seem to be an abuse of the sec-
tion allowing local governments to recover
their costs,” said Megan Rhyne, executive
director of the Virginia Coalition for Open
Government. “It just doesn’t seem right.”

As to the larger question of why police
departments are given such wide latitude

to conceal their day-to-day operations, some
advocates for open government say its time
to end the blackout on police reports. They
say that providing access to police reports
will give citizens a better idea of how their
government operates, and the increased
transparency will create more trust between
citizens and police. Yet even the strongest
supporters for open government say pow-
erful forces are aligned to keep these docu-
ments shielded from public inspection.

“The exemption for police reports is
overly broad, and it should be narrowed,”
said Ginger Stanley, executive director of
the Virginia Press Association. “But police
and sheriff associations have very power-
ful lobbyists, and they do not want this to
change.”

DESPITE THE HURDLES, some members
of the General Assembly said they would
support an effort to narrow the exemption
clause for police reports. Del. Adam Ebbin
(D-49) said the county’s policy of consis-
tently denying access to police reports raises
questions about the usefulness of existing
legislation to provide public access to
records. Del. David Englin (D-45) went a
step further and said he would support ef-
forts to narrow the exemptions to specific
situations in a way similar to Florida’s Sun-
shine Law. He said he might consider intro-
ducing such a measure in the upcoming
session of the General Assembly.

“I can’t think of a good reason not to re-
lease police reports,” said Englin. “When I
was a public-information officer in the mili-
tary, my philosophy was always to release
information rather than forcing people to
jump through hoops to submit a FOIA re-
quest in the first place.”

“The
exemption for
police reports
is overly broad,
and it should
be narrowed.”

— Ginger Stanley,
executive director,

Virginia Press Asso-
ciation

The Arlington County Police Department charged four media outlets $24 each for staff time to create a two-
paragraph summary of a document they refused to release.

Kitten Purrlooza
King Street Cats volunteer
Claudia Miller holds one of
the 60-plus kittens that are
available for fostering and
adoption.  Many of the kittens
were on display last Saturday
on the third floor of “Mindful
Hands” the Tibet Shop at 211
King Street.  The kittens will
return on Aug. 8 and 22 from
12-4 p.m.  King Street Cats has
recently moved. The new
address is 25 Dove Street in
Alexandria.  For more infor-
mation visit
www.kingstreetcats.org
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New Commander,
Sergeant Named

M
ichele McCarty has been named
commander of the Administra-
tive Services Section and

Michael Neebe has been named Sergeant
in the latest promotions by Alexandria Sher-
iff Dana Lawhorne.

McCarty comes to the Sheriff’s office from
the Alexandria Department of Recreation,
Parks, and Cultural Activities.   She began
her new assignment Monday, July 13.

She is a native of Connecticut and resides
in Woodbridge with her son, Zachary, 12.

Neebe is a 19-year veteran of the Sheriff’s
Office.  His previous assignments include
serving on three of four Security Teams, the
courthouse, and most recently as training
coordinator. Neebe’s promotion is effective
Aug. 8.  He will be assigned to a Security
Division team.

Neebe is a native Alexandrian and Army
veteran.  He and his wife, Melissa, reside in
Woodbridge with their two children, Kyle,
16, and Hannah, 9.

City’s on Twitter
Access the City of Alexandria on Twitter

and Facebook. Residents now have in-
creased access to updated Alexandria news
and information, and a new opportunity to
stay connected with the City. The City of
Alexandria recently launched pages on
Twitter and Facebook. Connect with the City
today at www.alexandriava.gov/Twitter
and www.alexandriava.gov/Facebook  to
receive up-to-the minute information about
City news, events, programs, initiatives,
projects, community issues, and more. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov.
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AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

HAULING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

• Great Pay!
• FT/PT

Summer
Schedules

• Sales/Service

• No Exp.
Necessary

• All Ages 17+
• Conditions

Apply

703-359-7600

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& 09 H.S. GRADS

Crossing Guard 
Alexandria Country Day School

Part-time temporary position, September 
through March. Monday thru Friday,
7:45am - 8:30am and 2:45pm - 3:30pm.
Pay: $14.00 - $20.00 an hour.

Duty:  Control  traffic  to  ensure  safety   of 
students and families to and from school.
Qualifications:
High school graduate. Pass a background 
check.  Ability  and willingness  to  work  in 
inclement weather. Ability to work with 
children. Courteous to children and families. 
Ability to communicate and follow written 
and oral instructions.

Email, fax or mail resumes to:
ssonner@acdsnet.org
Fax: 703-549-9022

ACDS
Attn: Summer Sonner

2400 Russell Road
Alexandria, VA 22301

No phone calls, please.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

LIFEGUARDS NEEDED

Alexandria area, AM & PM shifts.
Must be ARC lifeguard certified
and have pool operators license.

Call VAPS @  571-248-4400
or Email vaps@comcast.net

MMAAIINNTTEENNAANNCCEE

Salary up to $10/hour.  Some experience 
req’d.  Apply in person at The Virginia 
Lodge, 6027 Richmond Highway, Alex.

RECEPTIONIST
Energetic, PT Recpt. needed for a busy, 4 
doctor AAHA-certified animal hospital. 
Comp pay, flex hours. pd trng and friendly 
staff.   Please   call   703-451-1995 or    Fax 
resume to 703-451-9597

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!
www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER  EDUCATION

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

FULL TIME SPORTS
WRITER NEEDED
Cover high school and community
sports in suburban Washington DC
for award-winning chain of weeklies.
Cover events, write features and par-
ticipate in project reporting and writ-
ing. Job requires passion for sports,
energy, ability to find interesting sto-
ries, strong writing and reporting
skills. Must have demonstrated ability
to make deadline. Sports writer cov-
ers a large beat including multiple
sports per season across many high
schools. Send cover letter, resume and
three clips to Mary Kimm, Publisher
and Editor, Connection Newspapers,
resumes@connectionnewspapers.com

SEEKING REPORTER
Join our group of 17 award-winning
weeklies in the suburbs of Washington, DC;
we’re looking for an experienced, energetic,
prolific reporter to cover several
communities, including Potomac, Md.,
eastern Loudoun County, plus some general
assignment reporting. (Yes, this is a difficult
job.) Cover events, write features, news,
crime, politics and in-depth stories,
participate in project reporting and writing.
Job requires passion for people, ability to
multi-task, lots of energy, strong reporting
and writing skills. Send cover letter, resume
and three clips to Mary Kimm, Publisher
and Editor, Connection Newspapers,
resumes@connectionnewspapers.com

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Email internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

JUST LIKE NEW CLEANING SERVICE
Specializing in:

•Surface Cleaning  •Deep Down Scrubbing
•Move-in/Move-out Cleaning  •Organizational Services

✦ Ask About Summer Specials ✦
Free Estimates, Personalized Service

Licensed/Bonded/Ins.

Call Jessie @ 703-763-6751

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

HAULING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

CLEANING

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

DECKS

DECK RENEWAL
High Pressure

CLEANING/SEALING
● Fencing 

●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

HAULING



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖   August 6-12, 2009  ❖  23www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

EMERGENCY REPAIRS
JOE RAFFERTY
ROOFING

• Asphalt • Slate • Gravel • Metal •
• Chimney Repairs • Waterproofing •

• Senior Citizen Discounts •
“Stopping Leaks is Our Specialty”

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
1-800-333-6084, 703-597-9486
LICENSED       BONDED      INSURED

ROOFING ROOFING

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC

703-283-9479

◆Bricks ◆Blocks,
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Retaining Walls
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

PAINTING

www.Patriot Painting.net

Deep Summer
Discounts

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

LANDSCAPING

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

Office/Retail Space
1,500 -6,000 RSF

1421 Prince Street
202-719-5600

12 Commercial Lease 12 Commercial Lease

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

sweet ‘n
heavenly

B A K E R Y
Heavenly Treats  ❧ Sweet Prices
Amy Majors • 703-389-3925

www.sweetnheavenly.com
amy@sweetnheavenly.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Electronic Prelude 315
Italian Provincial Style
Good condition, rich sound,
good beginners instrument.
You pick-up. $350 obo

Conn Organ for Sale

703-534-9586  Cel l :  703-283-6282

100 Music 100 Music

10 Storage

Garage/storage space for 
rent in heart of old town...12 
wide by 22 deep...$275.00 
per month...703-549-1010.

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

bob@rstarcomputerman.com
703-535-3254
ComputerMan

for Individuals &
Small Businesses

PERSONAL
COMPUTER
SERVICES

✓ Advice on Equipment
✓ Set Up and Configuration
✓ Installation
✓ Troubleshooting
✓ Tutorials and Instruction
✓ General Help

116 Childcare Avail.

LAUGHING ARMS 
CHILDCARE

50% off Grand Opening. 
Enroll before 8/30/09. 
Best Childcare in area 
w/30 yrs experience. 

Mt. Vernon/Alexandria
703-799-0181
571-344-1111

101 Computers 101 Computers

Great Papers • Great Readers

Great Results!

 Employers:

Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
Fax 703-917-0992

E-mail: classified
@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

I'am a 
slow walker, 
but I never 
walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln

Legal Notices

LEGAL NOTICE
The object of this suit is 

to Custody It is ordered that
the Father Jose David Diaz 

appear at the Alexandria 
J & DR -

Juvenile court in Alexandria
VA on August 27, 
2009 at 11:00am
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Sports

T.C. Basketball Clinic
A Success

Last week, the T.C. Williams girls’ basket-
ball coach Cavanaugh Hagen and the Titan
basketball program hosted its first-ever
clinic for children. More than 25 partici-
pants from Alexandria showed up for the
week-long event. In addition, the program

gave away five scholarships for
those less fortunate to come
learn fundamentals from the
T.C. Williams basketball teams.

Players from the girls’ and
boys’ basketball teams at the

school served as counselors, and in the pro-
cess, it reminded them of why they had
grown so fond of the sport as they got older.

“It was fun for me because the kids learn
so quick,” said Billy Rowland, a rising se-
nior for the Titans. “They all got better.”

Among those helping out were Rowland,
Tierra Ruffin-Pratt, Charnelle Huggins,
Jazmin Norman, Millicent Cole, and Ashley
Crenshaw.

“It was just great to see all the kids
progress,” said Hagen.

The T.C. Williams girls’ basketball team
is also hosting a car wash fundraiser from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday Aug. 15 at
107 East Bellafonte Ave. T.C. shirts will be
sold, as well as hot dogs and hamburgers.
For more information, contact coach Hagen
at 703-307-9836.

Senior Swim Week
Swimmers age 55 and older can swim at

no charge at any of the Northern Virginia
Regional Park Authority’s five waterparks
the week of Aug. 10 through Aug. 14. Proof
of age is required and hours at each park
may vary.

NVRPA’s waterparks include Downpour at
Algonkian Regional Park, Great Waves at
Cameron Run Regional Park, Atlantis at Bull
Run Regional Park, Pirate’s Cove at Pohick
Bay Regional Park and Upton Hill Regional
Park. For more information visit
www.nvrpa.org or call individual pools to
confirm hours.

Courtesy of Cavanaugh Hagen

Tierra Ruffin-Pratt, the Northern Region Player of the Year for girls’
basketball in 2009, helps some Alexandria youngsters with their shots
during the week-long T.C. Williams basketball clinic last week.

Sports

Briefs

Evangeline Welsh
Evangeline “Vangie” Welsh, 56, Divi-

sion Senior Executive Assistant to the
President & CEO of the National Kidney
Foundation Serving the National Capi-
tal Area, died July 21, 2009 at Inova
Fairfax Hospital from sepsis.

Mrs. Welsh recently celebrated her 25th

anniversary with the National Kidney
Foundation and was honored with the
Distinguished Service Award at the
Foundation’s Annual Meeting on June
23.

Over the course of her tenure with the
National Kidney Foundation, Mrs. Welsh
was instrumental in helping to build the
Kidney Ball into one of Washington DC’s
largest black-tie galas that now raises
more than $1 million a year to fight kid-
ney disease in the community. The Na-
tional Kidney Foundation in Washington,
D.C. has established a memorial fund in
her honor.

Vangie Welsh was born in a suburb of
Manila and she attended college in her
homeland of the Philippines. She spent
five years working in Rome, Italy before
moving to the United States.

A resident of Alexandria, Mrs. Welsh
was a member of St. Michael Roman
Catholic Church in Annandale.

Survivors include her husband of 26
years, John Welsh of Alexandria, her son
John Welsh II, a recent graduate of
Annandale High School, her mother
Corazon Agbanlog of Ohio, and her sis-
ters Aurora Manzano of California,
Consuelo Jose of Alexandria, Carmen
Dutton of Ohio, Divina Nioko of
Woodbridge, her cousins, nephews, and
nieces, and many friends.

Donations may be sent to the Vangie
Welsh Memorial Fund, payable to the Na-
tional Kidney Foundation, 5335 Wiscon-
sin Avenue, NW, Suite 300, Washington,
D.C., 20015.

Obituaries

Rudolph W. May
Rudolph W. May, 76, died at his home

on Monday, July 27, 2009.
He was born on May 22, 1933, to

Jenifer Ester May and Alice Holt May
and was raised in Alexandria.
He is survived by his former wife, Bar-
bara H. May; and four sons and their
families, Randy and Debra, Mark and
Teresa, Andrew and Cindy, Eric and
Bobbi-Lyn, and the wife and grand-
daughter, Elizabeth and Sarah, of the
second eldest son, Spencer, who died on
Nov. 16, 2006.

He is also survived by grandchildren
Matthew, Josh, Brittany and Katie Vogle.
Also nieces and nephews of his sisters,
Jean Davenport and Marilyn Hanlon.
Throughout his life he had many inter-
ests such as a Boy Scout as a young man,
member of the High School Track Team
and the Cadet Corps. He went to Marrs
Hill College, North Carolina, and
Strayer’s Business School, Maryland
University and American University in
Washington. He joined the Army dur-
ing the Korean war, serving at Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri in the Military
Police Division.

In 1956, he married Barbara S.
Haynes of Alexandria, moved to
Charlottesville, as he followed his ac-
counting career with Grassy Knoll
Hatchery. As a member of First United
Methodist Church in the mid-60s he was
the Sunday School treasurer as well as
a member of its Men’s Club. As an of-
ficer in Fry’s Springs Beach Club he was
known to enjoy many an hour of ping
pong in the basement with some of the
other members. Always an interested
sportsman, he enjoyed hunting and fish-
ing, and earned a Tai Kwon do yellow
belt.

After his disability in 1976 from de-
tached retinas, he began another career
investing in real estate or rental prop-
erty until the mid-1980s. Since then his
last years have been spent in retirement
doing and following the interests he
most loves and enjoys, including foot-
ball, baseball and his love of animals by
adopting abandoned dogs.

He’s been a loving and caring father
to his family these years and will be
missed by us all as we cherish his memo-
ries. The family received friends Sunday,
August 2, 2009, at the Hill and Wood
Funeral Home. The family suggests that
any desired memorial contributions be
made to the SPCA, P.O. Box 7047,
Charlottesville, VA 22906.

Friends may sign the guest book at
www.hillandwood.com.

Alexandria Library now offers nearly
1,000 titles of eAudioBooks for iPods. An
upgrade to the latest version of OverDrive
Media Console allows nearly all Alexandria
Library’s eAudioBooks, available only on the
Library web site, to be transferred to the
iPod, iPhone, iPod touch, and iPod nano.

Anyone with a library card from Alexan-
dria Library can now To browse the Library’s

eAudioBooks collection, visit http://
alexandria.lib.overdrive.com. eAudioBooks
can only be checked out with an Alexan-
dria Library card. Downloaded titles can be
enjoyed on home computers and on MP3
players, including Apple devices.

At the end of the lending period, titles
will automatically expire and return to the
collection. There are no late fees.

Library Expands eAudioBooks for iPods

Send announcements to the Alexandria Gazette
Packet, by e-mail to gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday at noon for
the following week’s paper. Photos are encouraged.
Call Steve Hibbard at 703-917-6407 with questions.

Michael Hussey from Alexandria has made
the Dean’s List for Franklin & Marshall College’s
spring 2009 semester. Hussey is the son of Thomas
Hussey and Cheryl Hussey and is a graduate of
Potomac School.

Daniel Thomas Noler of Alexandria was
named to the Dean’s List of Mercer University’s
College of Liberal Arts for the Spring 2009 semes-
ter.

Two local students have been accepted by
Hampden-Sydney College and will begin classes in
August 2009.

* George Forrest Allen, enrolling as a
Venable Scholar, is a graduate of West Potomac
High School and is the son of George and Susan
Allen of Alexandria.

* Frank Butner Clay IV, enrolling as a Patrick

Henry Scholar, is a graduate of St. Stephens & St.
Agnes School and is the son of Ann and Frank Clay
of Alexandria.

Registration is taking place now for North-
ern Virginia Community College’s fall semester.
Students may enroll online 24 hours a day at
www.nvcc.edu, by telephone at 703-323-3770, or
in person at NOVA’s campuses in Alexandria,
Annandale, Loudoun, Manassas, Springfield and
Woodbridge. The 16-week fall semester begins
Aug. 24. NOVA also offers two eight-week sessions,
starting Aug. 24 and Oct. 21.

Steven Jeffrey Brown has been selected by
the University of Mary Washington in
Fredericksburg for Honors Admission for the fall of
2009. Brown is the son of Les Brown and Patti
Dilley of Alexandria, and is a graduate of Mount
Vernon High School. A National Merit Scholarship
Competition Commended Student, he was presi-
dent of the chess team and captain of the “It’s
Academic” team. He was a member of the varsity
tennis team and volunteered at the library and in
Phi Theta Kappa community service activities.

School Notes
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Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 13)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

From Page 6

Faith

Theology on Tap
The Theology on Tap pro-

gram was established by the
Catholic Diocese of Arling-
ton to reach out to individu-
als who don’t attend church
or read their bulletins. The
Diocese’s Coordinator of
Young Adult Ministry Kateri
Schmidt says the program is
successful in closing the gen-
eration gap previously seen
in the church.

“We are trying to embrace
the world as opposed to hav-
ing them embrace us,” said
Schmidt, in reference to

T h e o l o g y
on Tap’s un-
o r t h o d o x
setting to
draw in
y o u n g e r
faithful.

The at-
t e m p t
seems to be
w o r k i n g .
An esti-
m a t e d
crowd of
300 showed

up to Pat Troy’s on Monday,
many of whom were under
the age of 30. The attrac-
tion, in part, was due to the
evening’s guest speaker, Fa-
ther Donald Calloway.
Calloway’s popularity rose
from his personal story of
migration from a life with an
excess of drugs, sex and law-
breaking to the alternative
of priesthood.

“I am the poster child for
divine mercy,” Calloway told
the crowd at the Irish Pub.
“If God can forgive me, he
can forgive anyone.”

The jokes about the LSD
and STDs that nearly drove
Calloway to suicide before
entering the Catholic
Church drew the most
laughs from the young
crowd. The priest used lan-
guage including “sucks” and
“funky” to address his audi-
ence. Calloway recognizes
that reaching out to younger
people requires this means
of communication to the
generation. To him, it’s
about diminishing the per-
ception that the Catholic
Church is an outdated, an-
tiquated and unchanging
institution.

The young adults im-
mersed in Theology on Tap
are embracing this alterna-
tive as well. Alexandria resi-
dent Kristin Willard says she

Kateri Schmidt, Arlington
Diocese coordinator of the
Young Adult Ministry, at Pat
Troy’s Irish Pub.

regularly attends the program for
the community environment that of-
fers a new level of socialization out-
side the Church’s walls. The 27-year-
old says she believes much of her
generation’s aversion to Catholicism
comes from a lack of understand-
ing of the Church’s teachings.

Willard says this misconstrued
perception of the Church often
seems to be associated with rigid
rules. In his speech, Calloway ex-
pressed indifference to subjects of
abortion and homosexuality, citing
that such topics of modern debate
are not considered obstacles to an
individual pursuing happiness
through the Catholic faith.

Paul VI theology teacher Joe
Sebastian, also a routine attendee
of Theology on Tap, recognizes
this type of restructured teaching
is attracting more youth in a soci-
ety where such topics of contro-
versy are becoming unavoidable.
Through observation of his high
school students and the 20’s crowd
at Theology on Tap, Sebastian has
noticed an increased movement
towards faith by young adults.

“It was typical to fall out of the
Catholic scene because we live in
a secular society,” said Sebastian.
“Kids are often on the third gen-
eration of [that society]. But it is
changing.”

Programs like Theology on Tap
and priests like Calloway are hop-
ing to further influence this
change with their approach that
they say is more relatable to the
culture of young adults. Alexan-
dria resident Thomas Baptiste, 24,
says he regularly attends Theology
on Tap and thinks it is a great pro-
gram that strengthens what he
believes is the most important at-
tribute of the Church.

“It in our post-modern times,”
said Baptiste, “it is imperative to
make the association of religion
and friendship.”

“If God can
forgive me,
he can
forgive
anyone.”

— Father
Donald Calloway
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Sports

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette

P
hilipos Melaku, 46, has
worked for the Alexan-
dria Parks and Recre-
ation for 10 years now,

but he witnessed a first within the
makeshift wooden treehouse-like
structure that serves as a scorer’s
table on the playing fields of
George Washington Middle School
this past Saturday.

He was working the scoreboard,
keeping count as he had done for
years, supervising activities
around the area, but on the grass
in front of him there was no soc-
cer or football game as the
goalposts and net would suggest.

Instead there were men and
women — some with Irish accents
— passing, dribbling, and even
kicking a ball that should have
been on a volleyball court through
those uprights. This was Gaelic
football; all part of an afternoon
filled with Gaelic games straight
from the Irish motherland and
transplanted to here in Alexandria.

“This is high action,” said
Melaku from his perch above the
field as the D.C. Gaels girls’ foot-
ball team went against their coun-
terparts from Baltimore. “It’s defi-
nitely not what I was expecting,
but it looks like fun.”

MORE THAN 200 people
showed up to George Washington
Middle School to play or just
watch what has become a fast
growing sport for Alexandrian
adults and children alike. When
Jim Carmody first arrived in Alex-
andria from Kerry, Ireland in 1962,
Gaelic games, and more notably
Gaelic football, were a part of the
innate Irish culture within the city.

But according to Carmody, im-
migration slowed during the
1970s and 1980s and the amount
of people around the area playing
the sport dropped precipitously. In
1988, though, Andrew Healy ar-
rived in Alexandria looking for an
“opportunity” to live the American
dream like most transplants from
abroad.

His perfect world, though, in-

volved Gaelic football. Two de-
cades later, there are nine Gaelic
sport clubs around the area that
comprise the Mid-Atlantic divi-
sion, including the Michael Collins
team based out of Alexandria that
just came to frution in April and
already has 50 members.

“There was no football here
whatsoever” when Healy arrived.
“Now there’s no reason it can’t
take off.” Teams compete to
qualify for the national champion-
ships, which are scheduled for La-
bor Day weekend in Boston this
year. The D.C. Gaels ladies’ team
are the defending champions.

On this day, there were several
matches of Gaelic football, hurl-
ing (a game played with sticks and
a ball akin to American field
hockey, but shares scoring and ter-
minology with Gaelic football),
and camogie (the female version
of hurling). In Gaelic football, a
team gets one point for kicking the
ball through the football uprights
and three points for getting it past
the goalkeeper and into the soc-
cer net. “Irish football is fast and
furious, you use every part of your
body, hands and feet,” said Healy
in his thick Irish accent.

“It’s a combination of soccer and

basketball because everybody can
handle the ball and there’s an aw-
ful lot of passing,” said Carmody.
“You can’t run with it, you get four
steps … you can’t just catch and
keep running.”

IN IRELAND, the top Gaelic foot-
ball players in the world will some-
times garner stadium crowds of
more than 30,000 fans, but the
sport remains strictly amateur
even at the highest levels. Statis-
tics show it outdraws even soccer
as a spectator sport in Ireland.
Healy thinks something to a lesser
extent is possible here in the states

since the sport is already popular
in American cities with large Irish
populations like New York, Chi-
cago, and Boston.

Riley Moore, a 1999 West
Potomac graduate, joined the
Michael Collins team this past
April after hearing about it when
he was at Murphy’s Pub, a Gaelic
games sponsor, in Old Town. He
grew up playing soccer, but soon
realized he had found something
unique. Now he practices two-three
times a week at T.C. Williams High
School with the rest of the team.

“There’s a lot that goes into it,”
said Moore. “It’s a lot more dy-
namic than any sport I’ve ever
played. And it’s not just for Irish-
Americans, we’ve got a diverse
group.”

The key, though, to growing the
sport is to get youth involved. This
past Saturday, Bobby Mahoney, a
member of the Michael Collins
team held a youth clinic as part of
the day’s festivities. Fifteen chil-
dren as young as four and five
years old tried their luck at the
sport. Watching from the sideline
was Alexandria youth sports su-
pervisor Mac Slover, who said he
was in support of starting some
youth programs through the city
to “bring the sport forward.”

“We would like to see this in the
schools here and as a city sport and
see this grow,” said Mahoney. “It’s
kind of a secret, but I think it’s
about time to let it out.”

Gaelic Games Invade Alexandria
Basics of
Gaelic Football

The Field: Similar to a football or
rugby field, except it stretches 130-145
meters long and 80-90 meters wide

Time: Matches consist of two 30-
minute halves

Players: 15 players are on the field
for each team

The Ball: Resembles a volleyball and
similar to a soccer ball, but weighs
more.

Rules: The ball can be kicked or
hand passed. Throwing or picking the
ball up directly from the ground is not
allowed and one cannot move more
than four steps without passing or kick-
ing the ball. Tackling is allowed, but to
a lesser extent than rugby. Shoulder-to-
shoulder contact is allowed.

Scoring: One point for kicking or
fisting the ball over the crossbar and
through the uprights; three points if ball
goes below the crossbar and past goalie.

❖ Hurling has similar rules and regu-
lations except the ball may be played
with the “hurl” or stick.

For more information, check out the
Michael Collins Gaelic Football Club
facebook page at www.facebook.com/
pages/Michael-Collins-Gaelic-Football-
Club/81583875046. Also, be sure to
check out the Alexandria Irish Festival
this Saturday at Waterfront Park begin-
ning at noon.

Photos by Louise Krafft/The Gazette

Members of the D.C. Gaels and the Baltimore Bohemians go after a loose ball during
last Saturday’s Gaelic Games exhibition at George Washington Middle School.

Hundreds turn
out to show
support for
fast-growing
Irish sports.

Kevin Hailey (right) of the Michael Collins
team based out of Alexandria goes for a
jump ball.

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com

Goalie Rosemary Riley of the D.C. Gaels
controls a ball during a game of camogie,
the female version of hurling.
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