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I
t took just one phone call.
Nearly a year ago, Paige
Valdiserri sat in her tent on a

military base in Iraq and listened
to the plea of two strangers.
Valdiserri knew nothing of the
young women on the other end of
the line, except they were con-
sumed with fear.

Iraqi police arrived at the gates
of the base housing the two
women, led by an irate father. He

demanded the return of his daugh-
ters, 21-year-old Sally and 19-
year-old Sarah, employed as lin-
guists for U.S. forces. As their fa-

ther waved what U.S. authorities
viewed as a fake warrant for the
girls’ arrest, Valdiserri recalls few
options existed for the surround-
ing soldiers and the two young
Iraqi females. Their lives had be-
come an issue of honor.

The girls’ precarious journey
began with their decision to run
away from home. For these Iraqi
women in a culturally subservient
role, their departure brought
shame to the family. It didn’t mat

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

F
amily members say Bill
Cahir had a kind of in-
domitable spirit, one that
propelled him through

difficulties toward accomplishing
a goal. Although he was not a
naturally athletic type, they said,
he set his mind to
becoming an accom-
plished swimmer —
eventually master-
ing the most difficult
of strokes, the but-
terfly. After 9/11, he
decided to leave his
career as a journal-
ist and join the Marine Corps. Af-
ter his application to become a Ma-
rine had originally been denied be-
cause of his age, he lobbied mem-
bers of Congress to get a special
exemption.

“We all thought he was crazy,”
said Brett Lieberman, a former
colleague at Newhouse News Ser-

vice. “Here was a guy who was
already 34-years-old with an es-
tablished career, and he’s joining
the Marines? We’re not talking
about some kid out of high school
who doesn’t know what to do with
his future.”

Cahir served two deployments
in Iraq and eventually returned to
Pennsylvania, where he decided to

run for Congress in
his hometown. In
2008, he waged an
unsuccessful cam-
paign in the Demo-
cratic primary for
the 5th congres-
sional district of
Pennsylvania against
a Clearfield County

commissioner and the mayor of
Lock Haven. One YouTube video
from the campaign humorously
explained that his name was pro-
nounced “Care.” He lost the pri-
mary, but friends say it was a spir

By Michael Lee Pope
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D
ecades of pollution are at the heart of a
legal dispute between a developer and
one of its former employees who was

fired last summer. That wrongful termination law-
suit is now unfolding at the city courthouse, and
City Hall has become caught the crosshairs.

Now city officials are trying to figure out how
they almost allowed petroleum-polluted water to
drain into the city’s storm sewers — a phenom-
enon that could have left Alexandria taxpayers
stuck with the bill for cleaning it up.

According to interviews, court records and docu-
ments received as the result of a public-records

Fired construction superintendent alerts city
to polluted water headed for city storm sewer.

City Misses Potential Threat
Polluted water from this site could have ended up in the city’s storm sewer, leaving
city taxpayers with the bill to clean it up.
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Alexandria journalist-turned Marine
dies in combat, buried at Arlington.

A Determined Life

William Cahir, 40, of Alexandria died Aug. 13 during
combat operations in Afghanistan.
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“He was a
man of action,
not words.”

— Nancy Perkins

Couple fights for refugee status for two sisters.
Trying To Save Iraqi Linguists

“They were two
girls trapped in a
patriarchal society
that wouldn’t let
them get out.”

— Tim Kennedy
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People

See Journalist,  Page 24

By Michael Lee Pope
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L
ast week, Alexandria
Earl Cook was ap-
pointed chief of the Al-

exandria Police Department2 by
City Manager Jim Hartmann. A
30-year veteran of the force,
Cook was second-in-command
of the department when former
Chief David Baker resigned af-
ter being arrested in Arlington
for drunk driving.

What does this mean to
somebody who has
grown up in this commu-
nity to become chief of
police?

It’s kind of a lifelong goal to
get here at the end. Quite
frankly, I really wasn’t sure if I
was going to get there at the
end of my career. After passing
30 years, you start looking for
opportunities out there beyond
the city government. But I
started here, and I intended to
end my police career here if I
could. So for that, it’s a fulfill-
ment of a dream.

How will you judge your
success?

First and foremost, we have
to deliver service. We are a pub-
lic service agency, and public
safety if always going to have a
high profile in any community.
The reduction of fear in the
community, a real reduction in
crime, having a realistically safe
community is our top priority.
That’s our number one mission.
Personally for me as a chief of
police, I really feel the respon-
sibility immediately for every
man and woman who puts their
life on the line out there on the
street every day. That’s an awe-
some responsibility. And given
the proper training, be assured
that people are safe so that they
can do their job. That’s what I
feel immediately.

What kind of changes do
you want to see with the
department?

I’m not really geared to
change things immediately as
much as I see an ability for us
to enhance what we are doing

right now. We have some very
important projects on the table
right now around strategic po-
licing and technology. We’re
coming into a time when we are
getting new records systems
and other things that have to
be put into place in the next 18
to 24 months. These are prior-
ity issues for us, and we hope
to move into a new police facil-
ity in two years. So some of the
things that are already ongoing
need to be kept moving along
as efficiently as possible, and
then we’ll also be looking for
new opportunities out there in
the policing area to enhance
our ability to serve the city.

Is there anything you
would like to see the
department do differ-
ently?

We can always do things bet-
ter. So as I look at it myself, I
think it’s important for me to
not only try and expand on
what we’re doing but to try to
be a little more cutting edge on
what we are doing in terms of
practices. We have an accredi-
tation coming up in about 10
months. So we’re always look-
ing for how we can do our jobs
better, so you search for that
and you follow the guidelines
of the accreditation standards
and then you look at those
things to be part of a founda-
tion for where you want to go.
What we are going to be aim-
ing for is trying to stay current
in terms of technology and po-
lice practices.

Police Chief Earl Cook

Taking Command
Alexandria native Earl Cook
talks about becoming chief
of police in his hometown.

By Michael K. Bohn

Gazette Packet

I
n the gathering darkness, reporter Philip
Smucker crawled through cactus and scrub
near a Haitian border post. He had recruited
a guide from the nearby town of Jimani in

the Dominican Republic, the country that shares the
Caribbean island of Hispaniola with Haiti. Lacking a
Haitian entry visa, Smucker, an Alexandria native,
had paid the man $200 to smuggle him across the
border

In early September 1994, Haiti was suffering
through a paroxysm of domestic and international
political strife. President Bill Clinton was prepared
to send U.S. military forces to restore the duly elected
Haitian head of state, who had been ousted by a
military coup.

The U.S. and international news media hastily
sought on-the-scene reporting, so freelance war cor-
respondent Philip Smucker, a 1979 graduate of T. C.
Williams High School, flew to the Dominican Repub-
lic.

“As a younger man, I made it a habit of getting
into places illegally,” said Smucker, now 49. After
evading Haitian patrols that night, Smucker walked
up a mountainous ridge that formed part of the bor-
der. Becoming disoriented, he ended up back on the
Dominican side in the morning. Undaunted, Smucker
rented a burro and took another route into Haiti.
After dismounting, he walked toward Port-au-Prince.

Haitian police soon accosted him and asked why
his dirty clothes were full of cactus needles. “I told
them I was on a hike and was staying at the, ah, um,
oh yea, the Hotel Trianon in Port-au-Prince,” he said.
Smucker had just read Graham Greene’s The Come-
dians, a novel that featured a fictional hotel of that
name patterned after Port-au-Prince’s Hotel Oloffson.
“They somehow bought that,
and I was in business.” He
quickly began reporting for
Toronto’s Globe & Mail,
McLean’s magazine, and oth-
ers.

SINCE OBTAINING his

master’s degree in journalism at the University of
Michigan in 1986, Smucker has used Alexandria as
his base as he traveled the world as an international
reporter. He has spent years living abroad, with ex-
tended stays in Southeast Asia, Russia, Europe, Egypt,
and the Balkans, and has covered the U.S. wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan. By his count, Smucker has been
ejected from four countries, threatened with a
weapon or shot at on nine occasions, and feared for
his life five times.

He has always been an in-
dependent freelancer, picking
up ad hoc assignments from
newspapers and periodicals
ranging from the International
Herald Tribune to U.S. News
& World Report. Such report-
ers are called “stringers,” and
are paid by the piece and of-

ten get expense allowances. This ap-
proach, however, has not deterred
him from superlative reporting.
Smucker has earned three Pulitzer
Prize nominations, two from the
Christian Science Monitor and one
from the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

Smucker is an easy-going,
friendly person, who puts people at
ease with a quick grin and engag-
ing conversation. He is a raconteur
of the first order and has an inter-
esting story for every situation.
Graying now, but still an energetic
man, Smucker carries himself with
a confident air usually affected by
the good guys in spy movies.

Smucker gained a national audi-
ence in late 2001 when in Afghani-
stan he traveled with U.S. special

Far Beyond His Nine Lives
Alexandria journalist
thrives on war stories.

Philip Smucker makes friends every-
where he travels, including these young
Afghani boys.
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Ivana Smucker and her husband Philip at a recent T. C.
Williams class reunion.

“As a younger man, I
made it a habit of getting
into places illegally.”

— Philip Smucker
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Todd Post portrays a mem-
ber of the British Navy.

News

O
n Saturday, a handful
of re-enactors played
through the events of

Aug. 29, 1814 when a British
Navy squadron sailed up the
Potomac and landed at the Port
of Alexandria.

“While Washington was still
ablaze, secured terms were
reached with British Rear Ad-
miral Cockburn and Captain
Gordon, and Alexandria’s
Mayor and Common Council
quickly and willingly gave their
town over … The British seized
21 merchant vessels and con-
fiscated 757 hogshead of to-
bacco, 13,786 barrels of flour,
tons of cotton, beef, rum, wine, sugar, tar, and sundry other items
on the docks and in the warehouses.  On Sept. 2, the squadron
slipped their moorings and headed for Baltimore.”

— Carlyle House Historic Park.

War of 1812 Revisits Alexandria

The Carlyle House Historic Park on North Fairfax Street.

Margaret Herbert Fairfax
(Mrs. Thomas Fairfax)
watches from the window
of her parents home at the
Carlyle House while the
British Navy and Marines
come ashore.
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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

P
arents, your children will be safe
at school despite the swine-flu
pandemic. This was the message
at the heart of an Alexandria ap-

pearance this week by Democratic Gov. Tim
Kaine. He visited Tuesday at Tucker Elemen-
tary School to assured parents throughout
Virginia that schools will be as safe as pos-
sible for the first day of classes next week.
Unlike earlier this year, the governor ex-
plained, schools will not close at the first
report of the virus.

“So you guys are not going to be missing
days,” Kaine said to a group of giggling el-
ementary school
students before
leading a hand-
washing demon-
stration.

Fears of the
H1N1 virus — also
known as “swine
flu” — have been
building since
April, when the vi-
rus was first de-
tected in the
United States. Be-
cause children be-
tween the ages of six months to 24 years
are one of the groups most at-risk, parents
have been increasingly anxious about the

beginning of autumn
classes. Three people in
Virginia have already
died from H1N1-related
illness, and the World
Health Organization has
officially declared the vi-
rus a pandemic.

“It takes an entire com-
munity to help us work
on problems like this,”
said Dr. Karen Remley, a
state health commis-
sioner who joined Kaine
for the press conference.
“We want to make sure
we are over-prepared.”

REMLEY EXPLAINED
that the Centers for Dis-
ease Control will be dis-
tributing the 45 million doses of H1N1 vac-
cine according to population. Because Vir-
ginia has about 2 percent of the county’s
population, the commonwealth is currently
slated to receive about 900,000 doses. Vir-

ginia has a popula-
tion of 7.8 million
people, but Kaine
repeatedly offered
assurances that ev-
eryone who wants
a vaccine will get
one.

“We believe we’ll
have vaccinations
for everyone who
wants one,” said
the governor. “It
may not be avail-
able on the first

day the vaccine is released, but it will be
available.”

Alexandria Superintendent Morton

Sherman said each school in the city has its
own registered nurse, a staffing phenom-
enon he described as unparalleled in North-
ern Virginia. The nurses will be able to di-
agnose children and adults to determine
who should remain in school and who
should be sent home. The nurses will also
play a crucial role in administering the H1N1
vaccine when it’s available later this year.

“When it comes time to give shots, we’ll
be able to do give them in the schools,” he
said.

In the meantime, each of the division’s
departments is planning its own continuity
of operations plan for a number of disaster
scenarios. For example, each employee has
two other people who have been designated
to perform crucial tasks in his or her absence.
And an automated payroll system is being
devised in the event the entire Finance Of-
fice was unavailable. But many questions
remain unanswered about what might hap-
pen in the event of mass school closings.

“We’re in the process of updating many
of our old plans, which still referred to the
bird flu,” said Robin Wallin, coordinating
nurse with Aelxandria City Public Schools.
“Each department is setting up a plan for
continuity of operations.”

ALEXANDRIA HEALTH Director Lisa
Kaplowitz said that she expects more vac-
cine to be manufactured after the initial
release of 45 million doses, although she
said it was unclear how much are being
manufactured or when they would be avail-
able. In terms of how the H1N1 vaccine
would be administered in Alexandria,
Kaplowitz said state and local officials are
coordinating an effort to distribute the vac-
cine efficiently.

“We are trying to recruit a number of pri-
vate providers that normally give the sea-
sonal vaccines,” said Kaplowitz. “For ex-
ample, a number of Safeways have already
signed up.”

Government officials
assure parents
schools will be safe
for classes next week.

Fourth graders Owen Ehret, in the tiger suit to the left, and Fa Diop greet Gov. Tim
Kaine to Tucker Elementary School Tuesday.
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“We believe we’ll have
vaccinations for everyone
who wants one. It may not
be available on the first
day the vaccine is released,
but it will be available.”

— Gov. Tim Kaine

Surviving Swine FluSurviving Swine Flu
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SINCE 1973

SHREDDED
HARDWOOD

MULCH
3 CU. FT. Bag

$299

Bulk Mulch
$1999 

Reg $2999 cu yd

ALL POTTERY
60–75% OFF

You don’t have go to Williamsburg
for pottery, it’s all at

Cravens in Northern Virginia

CravensNursery.com

SALE 97¢PANSIES
REG. $1.89

25% OFF
BONSAI

ORCHIDS
CACTI

MUMS
are IN!

GROUND COVER
SALE

Ivy approx. 100 $24.99

Pachysandra approx. 100 $21.95

Vinca  50   $24.99

25% OFF
ALL

Trees, Perennials,
Shrubs, Statues,

Fountains, Benches,
Birdbaths

PATIOS,
WALLS,

WALKWAYS,
PAVER

DRIVEWAYS
& SO MUCH

MORE

ANNUALS & Flowering
PATIO TROPICALS50% OFF

Major credit cards accepted

See Bulletin,  Page 6

To have a notice listed, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call
Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with
questions.

NOW THROUGH SEPT. 4
Alexandria’s Tool Drive. Volunteer

Alexandria is hosting a tool drive to
collect painting tools, gardening tools
and hand tools for its community
service project.  The purpose is to
provide tools for The Big Event,
scheduled for Sept. 12. Go to
www.volunteeralexandria.org. Email:
agrant@volunteeralexandria.org. At
123 N. Alfred Street, 3rd floor,
Alexandria. Call 703-836-2176.

ONGOING
The City of Alexandria has mailed

2009 Vehicle Personal Property Tax
bills to all vehicle owners residing in
the City.  If one did not receive a
personal property tax bill by Sept. 15,
contact Personal Property at
vehicletax@alexandriava.gov or call
703-746-3901. Or contact the City’s
Treasury Division at
payments@alexandriava.gov or call
703-746-3902. Taxpayers who have
had a change of address or disposed
of a vehicle and have not previously
reported this change to the City
should contact Personal Property so
that an adjusted bill can be provided
for them prior to the Oct. 5 due date.

The City of Alexandria is announcing
a Call for Artists for the Charles
Hamilton Houston Memorial,
which will be located at the Charles
Houston Recreation Center, 901
Wythe St. The City will conduct the
search for qualified applicants
through a Request for Qualifications.
The anticipated installation date of
the Charles Hamilton Houston
Memorial is April 2011. Artists
interested in applying to the RFQ are
encouraged to register with the City
of Alexandria’s e-procure system at
http://eprocure.alexandriava.gov/
bso. Applications may be submitted
online, by postal mail or in person.
The deadline for applications is Oct.
1, at 4 p.m. Three finalists will each

receive an honorarium of $2,000 to
submit a complete proposal.

All inquires regarding the RFQ should be
directed to Dominic Lackey, City of
Alexandria Procurement Department,
by calling 703-838-4946, ext. 600, or
e-mailing
dominic.lackey@alexandriava.gov.

Late-Night Hang-Out. Every
Thursday and Friday nights from 9
p.m. to midnight. At Charles Houston
Community Center, 901 Wythe
Street, Alexandria. Basketball league
games, card tournaments, table game
tournaments, DJ music. For young
adults, 19 years and up. Call 703-
838-4814.

NAACP, Fairfax County Branch. 7
p.m. Meets on second Tuesday of the

month at Bethlehem Baptist Church,
7836 Fordson Road, Alexandria. Call
703-591-4488 or send email to
info@naacp.org.

The Wright to Read program will
celebrate 30 years in Alexandria this
September. Wright to Read
volunteers or students from 1979-
2001 may contact  Leigh Hoyer at
lhoyer@campagnacenter.org or 703-
549-0111 ext. 101.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 5
Terrorism Past and Present. 11

a.m. Sponsored by the League of
Women Voters of the Fairfax Area. At

Bulletin Board
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From Page 5

News

the Franconia Government Center, 6121
Franconia Road, Alexandria. Call
703-690-0908.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 8
Alexandria Democratic Committee

Meeting. 8 p.m. At Auditorium,
Minnie Howard School, 3801 W.
Braddock Rd. Call 703-549-3367.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 9
NAMI/FOCUS Meeting. 7:30-9:30

p.m. Cheryl Allston, president,
Family Management Services, will
discuss case management services for
consumers — what they encompass
and how you can use them in your
family situation. Meets at the First
Christian Church, 2723 King Street,
Alexandria (next door to Woodbine).
Call John Gulka at 571-451-0773.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 10
Talk by George Allen. Noon. Will

discuss the American Clean Energy &
Security Act. This legislation, passed
by the U.S. House of Representatives
and pending in the U.S. Senate,
would change the way energy is
produced and consumed in the
United States. At Mount Vernon
Country Club, 5111 Old Mill Road.
Contact the Mount Vernon-Lee
Chamber of Commerce 703-360-
6925.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 12
Friends Book Sale. At Kingstowne

Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre,
Alexandria. Call 703-339-4610.

Pre-Made Rain Barrel
Distribution. 1-3:30 p.m. Cost is
$62. At Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road, Alexandria. Rain
Barrel Program, 703-324-1428, TTY
711 or rainbarrel@fairfaxcounty.gov.
Go to
www.arlingtonenvironment.org/
barrel.htm.

SEPT. 15-17
125th Anniversary Celebration of

Laurel Grove Baptist Church. 7
p.m. To be held at Macedonia Baptist
Church, 3412 South 22nd Street,
Arlington. Visit
www.laurelgrovebc.org, or leave a
message at 703-971-1160. A
celebration banquet will be held on
Saturday, September 19 at the Hilton
Hotel in Springfield.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 15
Restaurant Night Benefiting UCM.

12-8 p.m. When you eat at Peking
Duck, 10 percent of the day’s sales
will be donated to United Community
Ministries (UCM). The restaurant is
hosting this event to support UCM’s
programs, which provide both
emergency and long-term services to
individuals and families in need.
Peking Duck Restaurant, 7531

Richmond Hwy, Alexandria. Call
703-768-2774.

Mount Vernon Genealogical
Society Meeting. 1 p.m. Features a
presentation entitled “Writing Family
History:  Adding Texture to Text.”
The program will be presented by
Sandra MacLean Clunies CG. Meets
at the Hollin Hall Senior Center,
Room 112, 1500 Shenandoah Road
in Alexandria. Call  Harold
McClendon at 703-360-0920 or
haroldm@erols.com.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 16
“Coping With Unseen Injuries:

From Battlefield to
HomeFront.” 8 a.m. registration.
Mike Mullen, USN, the Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, will be the
keynote speaker.  Sponsored by The
Military Officers Association of
America and the U.S. Naval Institute.
At the Hilton Alexandria Mark
Center, 5000 Seminary Road,
Alexandria. Registration and the
schedule are available at
www.defenseforumwashington.com.
Visit www.usni.org. Call 800 233-
8764 or 410-268-6110.

Advances in Radiation Oncology.
6:30 p.m. Featuring Dr. Matthew
Poggi and  Dr. Stella Hetelekidis,
board-certified radiation oncologists.
At Inova Alexandria Hospital
Auditorium, 4320 Seminary Road,
Alexandria. Free. Call 703-750-8812
or visit www.inova.org

Bulletin Board

E
ighteen nurses from
Alexandria City
Public Schools and
medical profession-

als from the Alexandria
Health Department and
Inova’s partnership for
Healthier Kids participated in
a Back to School Health and
Immunization Fair on
Wednesday, Sept. 2, at Polk
Elementary School.

Learning To Be Healthy

Patrick Henry Elementary
school nurse Deena
Pagliaro, RN checks over
the health forms of a
new student.

Maury Elementary school nurse Wendy Harper, RN
takes a student through the eye examination as part of
the free Health Fair.
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The police are asking for the
public’s help in identifying the sus-
pects in an armed home invasion
robbery that occurred in the 2700
block of Duke Street.

On Tuesday, Aug. 11, at approxi-
mately 11:50 p.m., a female resi-
dent answered a knock at her door.
When she opened the door, a man
with a handgun pushed his way
inside followed by two other sus-
pects.  They demanded cash and

then fled the apartment.  The vic-
tim was not injured.

The first suspect is described as
a black male, 5’3” to 5’6”, with a
thin build.  He was wearing a New
Era Washington Nationals baseball
cap.

Anyone with information about
this incident is asked to call De-
tective Thomas Buckley at the
Criminal Investigations Section at
703-838-4897.

Police Seek Robbery Suspects
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for probably as long as you’ve
lived in Alex. My wife and I grew
up here. I’m a finish carpenter
w/28 yrs. experience.
My work is meticulous, and I

take great pride in completing
jobs on time, and on budget. Let
me give you a quote on that

project or repair you’re thinking about. My prices are reflective of the times.

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works
Licensed • Bonded • Insured.

References Upon Request.
Cell: 703.403.2994   Ofc: 703.684.5215

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

I’m Phillip Norris - Your Alex Neighbor

From Page 1

News

See Reexamining,  Page 30

request, officials from the city’s Office of
Environmental Quality did not review the
building permit for a condominium project
known as the Duke in the 1300 block of
Duke Street. It wasn’t until the former con-
struction superintendent alerted city offi-
cials to pollution concerns at the site that
officials took action.

“Clearly we need to make sure we have
better collaboration between our depart-

ments,” said Mayor Bill Euille. “If that
means changing the process, that will hap-
pen.”

Now city officials are trying to figure out
how this could have taken place and ways
they could prevent it from happening again.
At issue is the role of the Office of Environ-
mental Quality. While its officials were in-
volved in the process leading to the devel-
opment site plan, they were not part of the
deliberations leading to issuance of a build-

ing permit. So they had no way of knowing
the drainage system was designed in a way
that could have allowed petroleum-polluted
water to drain into the city’s storm sewer
until the former construction superinten-
dent drew their attention to it.

“That certainly identified the issue for us,”
said Bill Skrabak, chief of the Office of En-
vironmental Quality. “With these kinds of
contaminated sites, we need to have a bet-
ter coordination.”

Concerns about pollution at the site were
raised by Victor Pisauro, a North Carolina
man who served as construction superin-
tendent at the site until he was fired by
Marquis Custom Homes last summer. In the
fall, he approached city officials with a num-
ber of allegations charging an environmen-
tal cover-up at the site. The government
responded by assembling an environmen

Environmental Issue Reveals City Disconnect
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Opinion

O
n Nov. 3, about two months from
now, Virginia voters will go to the
polls to vote for Governor, Lieu-
tenant Governor, Attorney Gen-

eral and every member of the House of Del-
egates.

Some local races are also on the ballot.
Here at the Connection, we invite our read-

ers to tune in and help us fine tune questions
and coverage of local candidates. Its
common for Northern Virginia resi-
dents to be more focused on national
politics than local politics.

But be forewarned that the winners of the
state and local elections coming up will have
an impact on your daily life, often in a very
personal way.

Local elected officials will spend billions of

dollars. With the current budget shortfalls, the
winners will also decide how where to cut tens
of millions of dollars by cutting programs,
projects and schools dear to many people’s
hearts. The safety net for the most vulnerable
people in Virginia is in danger as well.

Over the next two months, editors and re-
porters at the Connection Newspapers will in-
terview each local candidate in a contested
race. We’ll ask questions to learn about each
individual, his or her knowledge of local is-
sues and whether they come to the race with a
sense of public service. Do they bring intelli-
gence, creativity, collegiality to problem solv-

ing? Where do they stand on issues
ranging from funding mental-health
care to providing a revenue stream to
address transportation?

We invite our readers to help with the ques-
tioning process. What do readers and voters
here want to know from their representatives
in the House of Delegates? What qualities are
you hoping for in the next Governor?

Getting Ready To Vote
What questions would
you like to ask?

Editorial

See Letters,  Page 10

Letters

Englin’s Impact
To the Editor:

I would like to set the record straight about
the efforts of David Englin, member, 45th Dis-
trict, Virginia House of Delegates on the smoke-
free restaurants bill. His role was key and his
influence was critical.

He was passionate on the House floor in
2008 expressing dismay that once again the
smoke-free bill received neither a full hearing
nor a recorded vote in sub-committee. In 2009,
he was the original House patron of statewide
smoke-free restaurant bill but it was rolled into
part of another piece of legislation when sepa-
rate smoking rooms became part of a negoti-
ated agreement.

Del. Englin was the keynote speaker for the
statewide tobacco coalition to rally 300 activ-
ists on smoke-free lobby day preparing them
to advocate for the bill. He worked with Ameri-
can Lung Association to strengthen public
health protections in the final bill.

Gov. Kaine personally acknowledged his role,
calling him a “a key player.” We were there in
Richmond engaged in this fight, and I can tell
you firsthand that Del. David Englin’s leader-
ship and hard work made a big impact.

Peter L. deFur, Ph.D.
Chair, Advocacy Committee of the Ameri-

can Lung Association of Virginia
Richmond

Butchered Trees
On Queen Street
To the Editor:

In response to Jim Spengler’s appreciation
for “citizens who help us watch the urban for-
est” I would like to express my utmost disgust
for the appalling devastation of our precious
trees lining the streets of Old Town. In order
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Register
The deadline to register to vote or update

your address for the Nov. 3 election is
Monday, Oct. 5. To register to vote, download
a form from:

www.sbe.virginia.gov/cms/
Forms_Publications/Index.html

Fill it out and mail it to your local elections
office. You can also register in person at the
elections office during business hours, or pick
up a form in a library or other public places.

After you register, you will receive confir-
mation and a voting card in the mail. You can
call the elections office to verify that you are
registered. If you are already registered to
vote at your current address, you do not need
to register again.

To find your polling place, go to
www.sbe.virginia.gov and click on “voter
information.” Polling places will be open from
6 a.m. to 7 p.m. on election day. Check with
your local elections office for information on
absentee voting:

OFFICE OF VOTER REGISTRATION
AND ELECTIONS
132 North Royal
Alexandria, VA. 22314
703-838-4050

By Linda “Toddy” Puller

State Senator

I
 was elected to the General Assem-
bly alongside both of the current
nominees for Governor, Creigh Deeds

and Bob McDonnell. When you work with
two people like that, you learn their values.
This week, I was reminded of McDonnell’s
with the resurfacing of his master’s
thesis, penned just before the begin-
ning of his legislative career.

Creigh has an impressive legislative
scope. I remember his hard work on
Kim Stan, Megan’s Law, and choice.
He also penned the modern
Governor’s Opportunity Fund, which
has created some 78,000 jobs.

The same cannot be said for Bob
McDonnell. I respect him as a per-
son, but his record — especially his
social agenda — troubles me.

While Creigh worked for schools and eco-
nomic development, Bob McDonnell did the
opposite. While Creigh worked on numer-
ous policy issues, McDonnell sponsored 35
bills on abortion — not including his cru-
sades against contraception and sexual edu-
cation. McDonnell is entitled to his beliefs,
but he has furthered them single-mindedly,
neglecting important concerns.

But McDonnell’s agenda goes even further.
In his master’s thesis at then-CBN Univer-
sity, McDonnell lays out not a youthful con-
sideration of Reagan-era politics but rather
a social vision for later legislative efforts.
His thesis is a blueprint of the extreme policy
agenda that he pursued throughout his ca-
reer in public life and would continue to
pursue as Governor.

And I do mean “extreme.” For in-
stance, he attributes the American
family’s “breakdown” to working moth-
ers, feminism, and “the self-
centeredness of modern individualism.”
He writes that school-based health clin-
ics that dispense information about
sexual health options promote promis-
cuity. No wonder he’s now trying to dis-

tance himself from this.
Bob McDonnell pursued

these ideas as a legislator
and Attorney General. He
worked against women’s
rights, from equal pay to
choice. He opposed bills on
daycare safety regulations,
such as criminal back-
ground checks on employ-
ees. He even voted to cut
the Governor’s Opportu-

nity Fund — though the “new”
McDonnell wants it increased.

Today, he has a transportation plan
that drains $5.4 billion — his own esti-
mation — from education and other
priorities.

That’s not an agenda Virginia can af-
ford, with statewide unemployment,
millions uninsured, and other chal-
lenges in the next four years and be-
yond.

I support Creigh Deeds for Governor.
He’s a commonsense leader in the mold
of Mark Warner. He will work for is-
sues that matter to all Virginians, rather
than taking us back into past social
wars, as Bob McDonnell promises.
Creigh Deeds will keep Virginia mov-
ing forward.

Priorities Vs. Social Agenda
Commentary

Send questions and comments to Mary Kimm,
at mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com or
1606 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.
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See An Adventure,  Page 10

Observations

F
our students from T.C. Williams High
School, Ariana Meltzer-Bruhn, Harry
Lester Schonberger, Maeve Bracken, and
Briana Land along with two students from

St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School, Sarah Allen and
Bianka Michalski traveled to Dundee, Scotland, this
past week for the Dundee Youth Festival. Accompa-
nying them were Mayor Bill Euille, Rose Boyd, John
Chapman, Fredericka Dunn, Brad Brown, Mark
Aleckson and Laura Aleckson.

“We all very much enjoyed our recent trip to
Dundee, Scotland for the Annual Twinning of their
four International Sister Cities, including their An-
nual Youth Festival. I was like a proud father to have
six outstanding and exceptional students, and their
two teacher chaperones, as part of our Youth Del-
egation to join us on the trip, as they were well re-
ceived by their hosts and others as they represented,
not only Alexandria, but also, the United States of
America as outstanding Ambassadors,” Euille said.

The students met with members of the Dundee City
Council, including Lord Provost John Letford. While
there, the students held a conference discussing vari-
ous topics including: the availability of sport and lei-
sure, the global economy, and education in the 21st

Century. The students were joined by fellow delegates
representing Dundee’s other sister cities from Or-
leans, France; Wurzburg, Germany, and the host city
Dundee, Scotland. Here, the students were split up
into smaller groups to discuss one of the given top-
ics in much more depth. After hours filled with dis-
cussion and brainstorming, the students created pre-
sentations to share with the adult delegation at a
ceremony later that evening.

The issues were presented through the use of film,
photography, and other dramatic interpretations. At
the ceremony later that evening, a Youth Charter was
signed by a city government official and a youth del-
egate representing each city. For the City of Alexan-
dria, Euille and student delegate Harry Lester
Schonberger were the signatories. The charter was
a way to include the youth in the foundations of the
sister city agreements.

Throughout the week, the delegates had the chance
to learn about and explore the city of Dundee. The
students visited the Dundee Contemporary Arts Mu-
seum and dined with the art director and some local

Dundonians. Later in the week, the students had the
opportunity to spend the day at the Dundee School
of Music and Theater with the cast of Little Shop of
Horrors, a show they would see later that week. That
evening at the APEX Quay Hotel (where the delegates
were also staying), a formal dinner was given in
honor of the Youth Festival. The evening was filled
with many courses, great fun, and traditional Scot-
tish Dancing that both students and adults partook
in.

As a spontaneous treat, one of the local Alexan-
dria delegates, Maeve Bracken, displayed her talent
of Scottish highland dancing. The dinner was a way
of giving the delegates a taste of Scottish culture and
as a fundraiser to collect money for future trips.

That Saturday, the whole city came out in celebra-
tion of the festival with the Lord Provost’s Youth Pa-
rade. Along with over 800 local youth, the delegates
represented their cities by parading the streets of
Dundee behind their city’s flag. The Alexandria flag
was carried by student delegate Sarah Allen. Led and
followed by men, women, and children in kilts and
other traditional attire, the youth marched through
the streets to the beat of a traditional fife band. The
afternoon was dedicated for a celebration of Youth.

On Sunday a nondenominational service was held
in honor of the twinning cities. Many delegates took
part in the service by either reading or carrying their
cities flag. Alexandria was represented by student
delegate, Ariana Meltzer-Bruhn, who read a passage
from the Bible. Passages from other religious texts
such the Torah, the Qu’ran, and Traditional Celtic
Prayers were also read. Following the service there
was a light luncheon held in the adjacent reception
hall. That afternoon, the Alexandria Delegation trav-
eled to Glamis Castle, a childhood home of Her Maj-
esty The Queen Mother.

Overall the delegates had a life-changing experi-
ence by meeting new people and learning about new
cultures. Brianna Land said, “This is the greatest trip
of my life. I got to meet so many people from differ-
ent cultures.”

The Alexandria delegation wanted to thank all of
the members of the twinning committee. On a dif-
ferent note, the delegates wanted to give a special

From left to right: Youth Delegates pose for a picture at Glamis Castle, located just
outside Dundee, Scotland. Bianka Michalski, Ariana Meltzer-Bruhn, Sarah Allen,
Mayor Bill Euille, Harry Lester Schonberger, Maeve Bracken, and Briana Land.

An Adventure in Scotland
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to accommodate Old Dominion’s demand
for access to their unsightly utility poles we
permit uncontrolled butchering leaving Old
Town with crippled skeletons resembling
the aftermath of a destructive storm. Where
is Mr. Spengler and his team to enforce mini-
mal pruning and where do the residents of
Old Town stand on this issue? It would be
sad to think that Alexandria has become a
pawn for corporate power. Let us protect
our luscious greens and hope that Park and
Recreation will witness the damage on
Queen Street and step in to stop the men-
ace.

Christa Annett
Alexandria

Shouldn’t
Use Children
To the Editor:

I wholeheartedly support the teaching of
history, the good and the bad. I believe
America has enough to be proud of that we
can withstand honest scrutiny of our short-
comings. Therefore, I was pleased to see
recognition and remembrance of the 1939
protest by African-Americans who exercised
their rights to use Alexandria’s library in the
face of the segregationist policies of the
time. I was pleased, too, to note the par-
ticipation in those ceremonies of some of
the descendants of those brave and noble

protestors.
I was appalled, however, to see that chil-

dren were used to reenact the events. I felt
especially badly for the white third-grader
who was used to portray an arresting Alex-
andria Police officer. He said later he was
“kind of ashamed,” and no wonder. It’s a
big stigma for a little guy.

Shame on the geniuses of the Alexandria
political, educational and community estab-
lishment who came up with this outrageous
idea. If children are used to act out roles
based on their natural characteristics, which
they are powerless to change, then let them
all be heroes. Otherwise, use adults.

Jack Lichtenstein
Alexandria

Expeditious
Response
To the Editor:

Recently driving in the 1300 block of Trin-
ity Drive has been an accident waiting to
happen as brakes aren’t effective on pot-
holes and uneven pavement. One call to
Cynthia Jenkins of Street Maintenance
brought a full crew early the next morning,
and, just like that, the pavement is repaired.
Thank you for this expeditious and excel-
lent service.

Vi Saunders
Alexandria

thank you to Dundee, Scotland resi-
dent Stan Frew who died at the age of
76 after defying medical odds during the
conference. Frew was a vital member
of both the twinning committee and as
simply a citizen of Dundee. He will be
sorely missed, but his visions were and
will be continued in future festivals. On
a happier note, this festival meant some-
thing special to everyone who partici-
pated. The experience brought people
together who would have otherwise
never met, thus fulfilling the point of
the festival. Much knowledge was
brought back, such as that Dundee is
the sunniest city in all of Scotland
(which is not saying much) and that
Scotland is the only place in the world
where a Coca-Cola product is not the
number one selling beverage (it is out-
sold by Irn-Bru — which is not a brand
of whisky, it is a soft drink). The del-
egates have all said, that given the op-
portunity, all would return to Dundee
in a heartbeat. This just goes to show
how astounding of an experience a week
of friendship, growth, and understand-
ing on a global stage can truly be.

This article was written by the six
youth delegates and edited by Mark
Aleckson.

An Adventure
In ScotlandOut of Control

To the Editor:
The current, and very important, debate

on health care should remain focused on
care, instead of veering off to costs. The
United States already has the most expen-
sive health care system in the world, and
it is neither more efficient nor more car-
ing despite costs that increase faster than
inflation. The current non-system does not
provide as much free choice as its defend-
ers argue. The 180 million people with
health insurance through their employers
cannot choose doctors, hospitals, treat-
ments, labs or medications: the must stay
in-the-network, they must restrict their
choices to what their employer and the
insurance company dictate. Whenever a
person changes employment, or the em-
ployer changes insurance company, or the
insurance company so whims it, the em-
ployer must stick with the choices made
by anonymous bureaucrats in large for-
profit corporations.

Those without medical insurance bur-
den the non-system because their main
choice is to run to the emergency room in
extreme cases, and the rest of the time
they do not have follow up, preventive
medicine, dental care, etc.

We need, and we need it now, the cre-
ation of a public option to compete with
clear rules, set prices, scheduled health
care guidances with a private sector medi
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Health

See Cheers, Jeers,  Page 27

By Mike DiCicco

The Gazette

T
he eighth congressional district
of Virginia is relatively affluent,
U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8) told
the crowd of almost 3,000

people that gathered in the South Lakes
High School gymnasium for a town hall
meeting on health insurance reform last
week. “Even in the eighth district, there
were over 800 families last year who went
into bankruptcy because they couldn’t af-
ford health insurance,” Moran said.

The district, which consists primarily of
Alexandria, Arlington, Reston and the City
of Falls Church, is also a relatively liberal
one, so it was no surprise that there were
more cheers than boos at the meeting
hosted by Moran and former Democratic
National Committee Chairman Howard
Dean on Tuesday, Aug. 25. But dissenters
held their own during what became a rowdy
affair well before it got under way. Protest-
ers and supporters waved signs in the gym
and outside the building, and hundreds
were shut out when the gym reached ca-
pacity.

For the most part, cries of derision were
reserved for pauses between the speakers’
sentences, with a couple of notable excep-
tions. During a rabbi’s opening invocation,
a man shouted something about support-
ing the Constitution. And when Dean was
introduced, antiabortion activist Randall
Terry and his supporters drowned him out
with chanting. Moran offered Terry the first
question of the evening if he would be quiet,
but Terry kept shouting, and he and his sup-
porters were escorted out by the police to
the evening’s loudest chant: “Kick him out!
Kick him out!”

However, in addition to the flaring of tem-
pers — often between attendees — and the
lusty cheers and insults directed at Moran
and Dean, much was said about the issue
of health insurance
that evening.

Moran said the
proposal on the
table would set up
an exchange mod-
eled after the fed-
eral employee
health insurance
system, from which
citizens could com-
pare and select health care plans. In order
to be included in the exchange, insurers
would have to cap out-of-pocket expenses
at $5,000 for individuals and $10,000 for
families. “Under this bill, you can’t be de-

nied by a private insurer because of a pre-
existing condition,” Moran said. And insur-
ance companies could not drop customers.
“I consider it to be a morally outrageous
practice,” he said of insurance policy reci-
sion, although he noted that it “maximizes
profits and pleases shareholders.” And men-
tal health and substance abuse services
would have equal priority to other care.

“Those who can afford to pay will pay for
their health insurance,” he said. Otherwise,

without insurance,
they would pay an
additional 2.5 per-
cent in income taxes.
Moran said insur-
ance usually costs
about 10 percent of
income, but he
thought the tax
would be enough in-
centive to get every-

one on a policy. “There needs to be some
penalty for people trying to free-ride the sys-
tem,” he said, noting that trips to the emer-
gency room by the uninsured ended up cost-
ing everyone.

More than 90 percent of employer-spon-
sored plans would not be affected, he said.

THE PROVISION that Moran said he
thought could do the most to bring down
the cost of health care was the public op-
tion, which would offer citizens the choice
of purchasing a government insurance plan
similar to Medicare. No one would be forced
to join the plan, he said. “Private insurance
companies, we think, will learn to become
more competitive.” He said the public op-
tion would not be “a Cadillac insurance
plan,” adding that it would provide adequate
care by physicians of the customers’ choice.

The cost of the plan, estimated at $100
billion for 10 years, would be fully paid for,
he said, eliciting hoots and laughter from
many in the audience. It would be covered
in part, he said, by an income tax surcharge
of 1 cent from each dollar of income over
$250,000 for individuals and each dollar
over $350,000 for families, a tax that Moran
said would not affect 98 percent of the
country’s wage earners. The rest would be
covered by reforms to the health care sys-
tem.

Statements such as this tended to draw
accusations of deception from some in the
crowd. One man went a step further, repeat-
edly bellowing, “Tyrant!” and “Despot!”

AS AN EXAMPLE of cost-saving reform,
Moran said larger reimbursements to hos-
pitals with low rates of patient readmission
would encourage hospitals to treat patients
correctly the first time.

He took some time to dismiss what he
called myths about the insurance reform
proposal, saying the government option
would require its customers to be in the
country legally and would not pay for abor-
tions except in cases of rape, incest or dan-
ger to the life of the mother. He dismissed
fears about government control over health
care, saying it was now corporations that
decided what and who to cover and when
to raise premiums. In no other industrial-
ized nation were those decisions entirely
given over to for-profit companies, he said.

“There is no rationing of care under this
bill,” he said, explaining that the govern-
ment would only set minimum standards
for what insurers had to offer to participate
in the exchange. Some companies would of-
fer higher tiers of coverage in order to at-
tract customers, he said. And he said talk
of “death panels” was “nonsense” that
stemmed from the bill extending Medicare
coverage to people who voluntarily choose
to consult a doctor about end-of-life care.

Dean kept his remarks short, saying other
countries had developed a “wellness model”
of health care, paying to keep people
healthy, rather than an “illness model” that
stepped in after someone was ill. “The way
we pay for health care in this country leads
us to do a lot of things that aren’t neces-
sary,” he said. He also expressed his sup-
port for the public option.

Moran pulled names from three separate
boxes — one for supporters of the reform
bill, another for opponents and one for
those undecided — and let audience mem-
bers ask their questions.

Sarah Stott of Alexandria said her brother
had lived with government health care in
France for 10 years and had no problem
with it. “Why, in the U.S., are people afraid
of such a system?” she asked.

Dean said World War II had destroyed
France’s health care system, so the govern-
ment rebuilt it. The same happened in En-
gland under Winston Churchill, one of the
country’s most conservative prime minis-
ters, Dean said. Meanwhile, with many U.S.
employers prevented from giving wage in-
creases during the war, they compensated
with health care plans. “You never make real
change until the pain of staying the same
exceeds the fear of change,” he said.

ASKED WHETHER he thought insurance
plan cooperatives might be a suitable com-
promise, Moran said he did not. “There’s
nothing wrong with them, but they’re cer-
tainly not substantial for a public option,”
he said, noting that it would take about half

At chaotic health care
town hall meeting,
detailed talks
accompanied shouts
and bickering.

Cheers, Jeers and Some Figures Too

U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8) addresses his constituents, as former Demo-
cratic National Committee Chairman Howard Dean looks on.
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“Under this bill, you can’t
be denied by a private
insurer because of a
preexisting condition.”

— U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8)
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Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

7-Day Alaska Cruise from $649
11-Day CruiseTours from $1049

Imagine spectacular glaciers. The stillness of a remote mountain valley. Or seeing bears in their
own habitat. Holland America Line Alaska cruisetours afford you more time in the grandest
places, giving you far better opportunities to encounter the natural wonders you came to see.

Adventures as grand
as Alaska itself.

MacNair Travel Management
703-836-1101

Don’t miss our OnStage
Alaska Presentation

September 19th at 3:30pm
At the Lyceum

Space is limited - RSVP today

Spacious, Elegant Ships • Gracious, Award-Winning Service • Worldwide Itineraries
Extensive Activities and Enrichment Programs • Sophisticated Five-Star Dining

ALEXANDRIA Pastry Shop & Cafe........703-578-4144
ATLANTIS PIZZA.................................703-671-0250
B & C JEWELERS ................................703-379-6010
BANNERS HALLMARK..........................703-820-4449
BATTERIES PLUS .................................703-575-7711
BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO ......................... 703-820-8820
BLUE RIBBON DRY CLEANING..............703-998-5118
BRADLEE BARBER SHOP ...................... 703-998-9830
BRADLEE DENTAL CARE.......................703-820-2273
BRADLEE FLORIST...............................703-379-6166

BRADLEE SHOE REPAIR........................703-931-9210
CAPITAL BAGEL BAKERY.......................703-379-6462
CHEVY CHASE BANK...........................703-998-6503
CHICKEN OUT...................................703-998-8802
DRESS BARN......................................703-379-4462
FOOT SOLUTIONS..............................703-931-3668
FOXY NAILS.......................................703-824-9292
GNC................................................703-578-4122
GIANT..............................................703-845-0851
GOLDEN DRAGON.............................703-575-8079
HAIR CUTTERY...................................703-998-9387
HARDWOOD ARTISANS.......................703-379-7299
KING STREET BACK & NECK................703-578-1900
KYOTO JAPANESE RESTAURANT.............703-379-8060
MIXERS’S ICE CREAM...........................703-671-4799
MCDONALD’S...................................703-379-0441
National Art & Framing...................703-998-5888
PALM BEACH TAN..............................703-933-0096
Potomac Paint & Design Center.....703-379-5800
PRO FEED.........................................703-820-3888
RITE AID...........................................703-931-7095
ROBCYNS..........................................703-379-7800
STARBUCKS........................................703-845-9563
SUBWAY............................................703-931-3700
SUNTRUST BANK...............................703-838-3280
TC UNISEX SALON.............................703-379-6397
U.S. POSTAL SERVICE......................1-800-275-8777
UNWINED.........................................703-820-8600
VIRGINIA ABC...................................703-845-6374
VIRGINIA VACUUMS...........................703-931-6100
WACHOVIA BANK..............................703-671-7523
WASHINGTON SPORTS CLUB...............703-933-3777

Everything You Need...in one
               Convenient Place.

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

3690J King Street • Alexandria, VA 22302
703.820.8600

www.unwinedva.com

The only way to get rid of a temptation is to yield to it.
-Oscar Wilde

See Ebbin Running,  Page 14

Politics

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

P
erhaps the most re-
markable thing
about Adam
Ebbin’s political

career is how little opposi-
tion he’s had to endure. His
most challenging race was
the 2003 Democratic pri-
mary, when he faced four
other Democrats to fill a seat
vacated by former Del. Karen
Darner (D-49). Since then,
he’s never had a Republican
challenger in the general

election — not in 2003,
2005, 2007 or 2009. The
only general election oppo-
nent he’s ever had to face

was in 2007, when Independent
Green candidate Ron Fisher took
20 percent of the vote.

“It will take either a multi-year
effort to
change that
or a unique
c a n d i d a t e
whom we
have not yet
identified,”
said Mike
Lane, a

former Republican member of the
Arlington County Board. “But
Adam Ebbin is not exactly a house-
hold name in the district, so when

we find the right candidate, his
incumbency advantage should be
minimal.” The district stretches
from Bailey’s Crossroads through
south Arlington into Arlandria and
includes about half of Del Ray.
That’s a wide cross-section of com-
munities, historically African-
American neighborhoods, recent
immigrant populations and upper-
middle class Bohemian areas. It’s
a constituency that has informed
the choices Ebbin has made in
Richmond, championing legisla-
tion to work against human traf-
ficking and exploitation of immi-
grant groups.

“I try to make sure different mi-
nority groups are not scapegoated
for political gain,” said Ebbin.
“Ultimatley being a member of the
House of Delegates is about look-
ing out for the values of your com-
munity, and that’s what I’ve tried
to do.”

DURING HIS TIME in the House
of Delegates, he’s acquired fund-
ing to create a public defender’s
office in Arlington, increased pen-
alties for refusing to pay employ-
ees for work completed and passed
legislation establishing the Vir-
ginia Commission on the Preven-
tion of Human Trafficking. Sup-
porters say one of the reasons
Ebbin is successful is that he
spends time coordinating his bills
with corresponding legislation in
the Senate.

“Adam is good with people,” said
Susan Kellom, chairwoman of the
Alexandria Democratic Commit-
tee. “And he doesn’t let his ego get
in the way of getting the job done.”

Ebbin says he has a number of

Unopposed, Once Again
Adam Ebbin is running un-
opposed for a fourth term
in the House of Delegates.

Adam Ebbin, 45
A native of Commack, N.Y., Adam Ebbin received a bachelor of arts

in political science and communication from American University. Af-
ter graduating from college, Ebbin was an account executive, advertis-
ing salesman and marketing director before being appointed chief
deputy commissioner of the Department of Labor and Industry by Demo-
cratic Gov. Mark Warner. He resigned from that position to run in the
Democratic primary to fill the seat vacated by former Del. Karen Darner
(D-49). He has never faced any Republican opponent, and the only
general election opponent he’s ever faced was in 2007 when Indepen-
dent Green Ron Fisher took 20 percent of the vote.

“Adam is good with people. And
he doesn’t let his ego get in the
way of getting the job done.”
— Susan Kellom, chairwoman of the Alexandria

Democratic Committee
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From Page 13

Ebbin Running Unopposed in 49th District
things he would like to accomplish in the

coming years. To promote environmentally
sensitive building practices, he would like
to require what he calls “green building
standards” for government buildings. Al-
though he was unsuccessful adding a fee to
plastic bags last year, he wants to try again
next year by requiring a 5-cent fee for pa-
per and plastic bags that would fund the
Water Quality Improvement Fund. And he

wants to cut down on hospital-acquired in-
fections by requiring hospitals to publish
their infection rates.

“He does not have a reputation as being
somebody who is always advocating ex-
treme position that have no prospect of get-
ting passed just for the purpose of making
a statement,” said Peter Rousselot, chair-
man of the Arlington Democratic Commit-
tee. “He’s a practical person who wants to
get things done.”

“He does not have a reputation as being somebody
who is always advocating extreme position that have
no prospect of getting passed just for the purpose of
making a statement. He’s a practical person who
wants to get things done.”

— Peter Rousselot, chairman,  Arlington County Democratic Committee

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette

Large Albino Tiger Oscar

Cool Treat for the Senses

Hawaiian Yellow Tang Burgundy Serpent Star

Bicolor Angelfish Harlequin Tuskfish

On a particularly hot August afternoon, the clear blue tanks at the
new aquarium shop at 356 S. Pickett St. offered a cool treat for the
senses.
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Come Taste the Difference
Bradlee Shopping Center

3690J King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

703.820.8600
www.unwinedva.com
Open 7 Days a Week

Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday 12-5 p.m.

             Belleview
Belleview Shopping Center

1600A Belleview Blvd
Alexandria, VA 22307

703-341-6621

Our 2nd Alexandria Location
Opening September 2009!

Letters

cine that now is out of control
and sinking the country’s finances.

Jorge A Banales
Alexandria

Health Care
For More People
To the Editor:

As the only major democratic

country without a national health
care program, we must appear to-
tally without compassion for the
welfare of our citizens.

Amazingly, some of the strongest
anti-Government involvement
sentiments are coming from the
very people who already benefit
from Federal progams such as
Medicare, Medicaid, Federal pen-
sions, military pensions, and So-
cial Security. How can they not
recognize what these programs are
bringing to them and how can they

deny broadening health care to
bring it to everyone? I wish they
all felt as strongly about bringing
home our troops from Iraq and
Afghanistan. Even a brief review
of the history of those areas should
tell us that change must come
from within and that our involve-
ment is decreasing rather than in-
creasing their desire for demo-
cratic reform.

Irene Mields
Alexandria

From Page 10
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Calling All Wright to Read
Volunteers and Students

Celebrating 30 years in Alexandria this September, we
would love to hear from you if you were a Wright to
Read volunteer or student from 1979-2001 and have a
story to share.

Contact Leigh Hoyer at lhoyer@campagnacenter.org
or call 703-549-0111 x 101

Serving Alexandria Continuously since 1784
Celebrating Another Community Partnership

Continuously Chronicling
Alexandria since 1784

Who would you call a Living
Legend of Alexandria?

Who do you know whose vision and energy has
improved life in Alexandria? The Alexandria Gazette
Packet is seeking nominations in order to recognize
Alexandria’s Living Legends throughout 2010.

On one page or less, explain why you consider this
person a Legend. Criteria are the creation of something
tangible that would not likely exist without that person’s
vision and dedication—or a minimum of 10 years of exemplary service
to improve the quality of life in the City.

See www.tisaraphoto.com/legends or call 703-838-8098 for a nomi-
nation form. Nominations must include contact info—name,
address, telephone number and email—for the nominator and nominee.

Send your nominations no later than September 30, to
alexandria legends@earthlink.net or mail to: Legends,
1607 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries

Community

‘Spirits in a Bottle’
The exhibit, “Spirits in a Bottle,” will be displayed in the Alexan-

dria Black History Museum now through Jan. 9, 2010.

Assistant director/curator
Audrey P. Davis, museum
specialist Lillian S.
Patterson and director
Louis C. Hicks enjoy the
exhibit at the Alexandria
Black History Museum.

Photos by LaShawn Avery/

Gazette Packet

A bottle cov-
ered with
white fabric
and white
pearl beads is
designed to
appear as a
wedding dress.

Washington
D.C. artist
Dr. Barbera
Hardaway.

Obituary

pursue a doctorate in history at the univer-
sity. This goal was achieved in 2006, six
years after being diagnosed with multiple
myeloma. Her dissertation examined the
origins and social service roles of poor-
houses in four rural Virginia counties from
the 18th Century through the 1920s when
state agencies assumed the place of the
poorhouse.

She also was an adjunct faculty member
at the Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege, teaching introductory American His-
tory classes. At the time of her death, Dr.
Henry was expanding her dissertation topic
to cover the role of the poor house in greater
detail and to explore further its place in the
development of social services by the mod-
ern state. Following her degree in 2006, she
was active as an independent scholar con-
tributing papers to the Southern Associa-
tion Women Historians and local historical
societies. She served as a volunteer on the
Alexandria Historical Preservation Commit-
tee and lent her skills to ensuring the his-
torical landmarks surrounding the Wilson
Bridge project were protected. Dr. Henry
was also member of the choir at Immanuel-
Church-on-the-Hill in Alexandria for over
20 years and was active in the congrega-
tion. Dr. Henry is survived by her husband,
three sons, a brother, Major General J.
Michael Lyle, USA (Retired) of San Anto-
nio, Texas, a sister, Mrs. Susan Casey of
Matamoras, Penn., and many nieces and
nephews. Interment will follow in the Ar-
lington National Cemetery in September.

Mary Ellen Henry
Mary Ellen Henry, Ph.D., of Alexandria,

died on Monday Aug. 17, 2009 from the
progressive effects of multiple myeloma.
Dr. Henry was born in Long Beach, Ca-
lif., youngest daughter to James and
Polly Lyle now deceased. The daughter
of a U.S. Navy officer, she also lived in
New York and Newport, R.I. before set-
tling at Castine, Maine, where her father
served on the staff of the Maine Mari-
time Academy.

After graduating from Colby College
in 1969 with a degree with honors in
English, she traveled to Hawaii to teach
and attend the University of Hawaii. She
received a master’s degree in fine arts in
1970 and met her husband of 37 years,
CDR Douglas D. Henry (USN, Ret.). Sub-
sequent duty stations for the Henry fam-
ily included Monterey, Calif., Newport,
Hawaii, Norfolk, Va., and Washington,
D.C. At every stop, Dr. Henry taught or
worked as a free-lance writer and raised
three sons, James of Alexandria, Chris-
topher of Fairfax, and William of Alex-
andria.

While living in Alexandria, she was an
adjunct or non-tenured faculty member
at The American University, instructing
freshmen and sophomores in college
writing techniques and teaching genre
classes for the Department of Literature.
It was at this time that she decided to
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Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner

Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated Christ the Saviour

Anglican Church
“To Love & Serve the Lord with

Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 13)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

KENWOOD SCHOOL
Educational Excellence at an Affordable Price

Preschool
thru

Sixth Grade

•Financial Aid Available

•Small Classes

•Individual Attention

Register
before Sept. 30
& save $150 off

Sept. 2009 tuition.

4955 Sunset Lane
Annandale, VA

703-256-4711
www.kenwoodschool.com

Established Since 1957

Alexandria City Public Schools’ Department of Career and Technical
Education offers a variety of career and technical programs to all students at
the middle and high school levels. The program areas include the following:

• Business & Information Technology • Marketing
• Family & Consumer Affairs • Technology
• Health & Medical Sciences • Trade & Industrial Education

Dual enrollment credit for high school Career and Technical Education
courses is available through an agreement with Northern Virginia Community
College whether the student is pursuing a post-secondary education and/or
entering the workforce. For more information about these programs call Mary
M. Roman, Director of Career, Technical and Adult Education, (703) 824-6633.
Alexandria City Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, disability, age, religion, sexual orientation, marital
status, status as a parent, or pregnancy in its programs and activities.  Please
direct all inquires regarding Alexandria City Public Schools non-discrimination
policies to the Executive Director of Human Resources, 2000 North
Beauregard Street, Alexandria, VA 22311, (703) 824-6657.

Alexandria City Public Schools Annual Public Notice
Career and Technical Education

Send announcements to the Alexandria
Gazette Packet, by e-mail to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos are
encouraged. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-
778-9412 with questions.

C h a r l e s
Jones was re-
cently selected by
the American
Rental Association
(ARA) Foundation
to receive an ARA
Foundation under-
g r a d u a t e
scholarship of
$2,000. He is the
son of Doug Jones,
owner of Rent All Center in Alexandria.
Attending Virginia Military Institute,
Jones is pursuing a career in the equip-
ment rental industry majoring in
business and economics.

Kathryn Funkhouser of Alexan-
dria has been named to the Dean’s List
at Drew University for the Spring 2009
semester. In order to qualify for the
Dean’s List, students must earn a grade
point average of 3.4 or above, which is
equivalent to a B+ or better.

Jordan James Hatchell of Alexan-
dria was named to the President’s List at
Union University for the spring semes-
ter. The President’s List includes
full-time students who achieve a 4.0
grade point average on a four-point scale.

Longwood University has selected
536 students to the Dean’s List for out-
standing academic achievement during
the spring 2009 semester. Among those
who earned an academic average of 3.5
to 3.99 were:

❖ Kathleen Lindsay Ogden of Al-
exandria;

❖ Anthony Louis Piro of Alexan-
dria;

❖ Katelin Brittany Mills of Alex-
andria.

Timothy Brennan Hoisington of
Alexandria was awarded a Bachelor of
Arts degree from Connecticut College at
the 91st commencement ceremony on
May 17, 2009.

Alma Jean Mitchell graduated
with a Spanish degree from Grove City
College in Pennsylvania. in May. The
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Brian Mitchell
of Alexandria is a 2006 graduate of T.C.
Williams High School.

Gustaf Robert Cavanaugh, a jun-
ior at Washington and Lee University,
has earned honor roll status for the win-
ter term. He is the son of Mr. Robert P.
Cavanaugh and Mrs. Claudia Fletcher of
Alexandria.

George Paul Barsness Jr., a jun-
ior at Washington and Lee University,
has earned dean’s list status for the win-
ter term. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
George P. Barsness of Alexandria.

Caroline Marion Habliston, a
junior at Washington and Lee Univer-
sity, has earned honor roll status for the
winter term. She is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Habliston IV of Alex-
andria.

Abigail Carpen, daughter of
Susanne and Thaddeus Carpen of Alex-
andria, received a bachelor of arts
degree from Hamilton College in com-
mencement exercises on Sunday, May
24. Carpen graduated with a degree in
art history.

Schools
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By Sandy Levitz Lunner

Gazette Packet

T
here was a time when watercolor artist Jane Gillette
hoped people would buy paintings that meant some-
thing to her. But experience taught her that people

want a painting that means something to them.
“Sometimes I have the good fortune to sell a painting that

means something special to both of us,” she said. “When it
comes together like that, it’s a really great feeling.”

An exhibitor in the Alexandria Festival of the Arts since it’s
inception, Gillette says she loves the quality of the show.

“It really forces me to grow not only in my work, but in the
way I display my work, too,” she said. And, since it’s a juried
show, she says being selected to display at the festival de-
notes a certain level of success.

“People don’t come into my booth and wonder who I am.
Just being in the show gives artists a certain credibility. It
helps people know they’re buying something of value.”

Originally from Iowa, Gillette’s been an Alexandria resi-
dent for 30 years. She earned a BA in fine arts from the Uni-
versity of Iowa where she painted in oil. Now, it’s strictly
watercolor.

“I like its portability,” she said. “I can pack my materials in
a box, stick it in a suitcase and go anywhere.”

All of Gillette’s work is original. Her subjects range from
floras and botanicals to her friends that play golf and even
her kitty. She also paints architecture and landmarks —
including Alexandria buildings and scenes.

“People will come into my booth and say I’m so happy to
see somebody local,” according to Gillette. They’re also
drawn into her booth by the bold, intense colors she uses.

“I use the colors I love — bright colors, especially yel-
lows. I think it has something to do with growing up in
Iowa with cornfields all around,” she said.

Yellow is a theme in some of her new work this year,
which includes a series of little strips of sunflowers. Pa-
trons will also see tulips in new sizes, small paintings of
Baltimore’s Fells Point, and a whole lot of mini Alexandria
doorways.

“Just the doorways — in 5”x5” and 6”x6” sizes,” she said.
“Something for everyone.”

Gillette says she loves seeing the patrons who come by
her booth every year at this arts festival.

“I love the local support,” she said. “I love it when a pa-
tron can’t decide which painting they like better so they
buy two. Every year has a different feel.”

Too often, Gillette feels, people are thrown off by the
myth that art has to be an investment.

Festival Features Hometown Artists

Entertainment

Photos by Sandy Levitz Lunner/The Gazette Packet

Watercolor artist Jane Gillette in her second
floor studio at 213 King Street draws inspira-
tion from her surroundings and experiences.

Jane Gillette, Watercolor Artist
By Sandy Levitz Lunner

Gazette Packet

G
rowing up in Essex County, N.J., Ed Hirschfield
never thought of himself as creative. Sports were
more his thing.

But when he was 13, Hirschfield received a gift that changed
his life — a home photography developing kit.

“It just triggered something in me,” he said. “I was fasci-
nated the first time I saw a print come up in the developing
tray, and that feeling never went away. It’s still the same thrill.”

After earning a fine arts degree in photography from George
Washington University, Hirschfield worked the kind of jobs
that artists often do — bar tending, restaurant managing —
all the while trying to figure out how to make a living at
photography. About 14 years ago, he made the transition to
full-time artist.

Hirschfield describes the D.C.-area art crowd as sophisti-
cated, knowledgeable, and appreciative of the work that it
takes to create art.

He says if people want to experience what a good arts fes-
tival is like, the Alexandria Festival of the Arts is the one to
see.

“You’ll be exposed to passionate, talented, high-quality art-
ists,” according to Hirschfield. “And, the experience of talking
to the actual artist is quite special. They share their passion
for what they do, and it’s contagious. You can get the story
behind the work directly from the artist, and you get to un-
derstand and appreciate what went into it.

“That work of art displayed on your wall is no longer anony-
mous.”

Returning patrons to the Alexandria Festival of the Arts who
are fans of Hirschfield’s vibrant painted photographs will be
treated to something new hanging on the walls of his booth.
They’ll still be able to enjoy and purchase his familiar hand-
painted individual prints.

But Hirschfield is eager to have folks experience a new tech-
nique he’s been developing since last fall. This new work in-
volves distressing and laminating together multiple negatives
shot with a variety of antique cameras. The combined nega-
tives are then printed, toned and sometimes hand-painted.

This new process, he feels, allows him to be a little more
creative. “It’s time to see how the public responds,” said
Hirschfield.

Hirschfield has never worked in digital photography, pre-
ferring to preserve the tradition of the craft.

“When I take a photograph, I like to wait for the right light
rather than create light on a computer. And in the darkroom,
I’m able to bring a uniqueness to each image,” he said.

By Sandy Levitz Lunner

Gazette Packet

S
ome of Pat Palermino’s ideas for paintings come to
her in dreams. Sometimes she’s inspired by her trav-
els up and down the east coast or the familiar sights in

and around Alexandria.
But whatever the source or subject, the paintings all share

her signature bold, bright colors and touch of playfulness.
“A lot of people tell me they like the colors,” said Palermino.

“They may be too much for some people, but I like bright
colors,” she notes while pointing out the bright red counter
in her white kitchen with the colorful collection of antique
advertising signs adorning the walls.

Palermino describes herself as a self-taught contemporary
folk artist and her work as humorous, whimsical and al-
ways a lot of fun: “Even the historical buildings have some-
thing fun going on in the painting.”

Palermino recalls her talent for drawing started to show
up in first or second grade.

“All through school,” she said, “teachers would give me
special assignments to make posters for school events be-
cause they all knew I could draw.”

By her early teens, she had added painting to her artistic
repertoire.

But when it was time to go off to college, even though
she loved art, Palermino chose a Catholic school for nurs-
ing.

“They didn’t have art classes,” she said. “But there was a
place where some of the nuns used to paint, and we’d sneak
up there and finish their work,” she added with a mischie-
vous grin.

Palermino worked several years in nursing and public
health. She first came to Alexandria in 1971, moving often
with her Naval officer husband and three children. But they
always returned to Alexandria.

“I love Alexandria. I love the look and feel of it — the
water, the people, good restaurants — just a lot going on.
It’s just a lot of fun.”

Once the family returned to Alexandria for good and her
children were in high school, Palermino, who works in
acrylic on canvas or Masonite board, decided to start paint-
ing full time. She opened her studio in 1992 and entered
her first art show the next year in Fairfax County.

“I was shocked when I sold my first five paintings.”
Now, Palermino has original paintings hanging in per-

manent museum collections including The White House.

Pat Palermino, Contemporary
American Folk Artist

Photos by Sandy Levitz Lunner/The Gazette Packet

Contemporary folk artist Pat Palermino de-
scribes her work as “humorous, whimsical and
a whole lot of fun.”

Ed Hirschfield with some of the antique cam-
eras he uses to create his photographs. With a
vast arsenal of antique cameras at his disposal,
Hirschfield sometimes waits for hours for just
the perfect angle of light.

Ed Hirschfield, Photographer
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WHAT: 7th Annual Alexandria Festival of the Arts
WHEN: Saturday, Sept. 12, 10 a.m. –7 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 13, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Admission is free and open to the public.
WHERE:  Old Town, on King Street from Washington
down to the Potomac River at the Torpedo Factory
Navigational address:  480 King Street, Alexandria, Vir-
ginia 22314

The Alexandria Festival of the Arts celebrates its sev-
enth anniversary on Sept. 12–13, as King Street in
Alexandria’s Old Town is transformed into an outdoor
art gallery complete with 200 artists and $15 million in
artwork available for sale. Admission is free and open
to the public.

Produced by Howard Alan Events, the Alexandria Fes-
tival of the Arts is ranked one of the top 100 festivals in
the country by Sunshine Artist, the nation’s leading pub-
lication for art and craft shows.  It is also included on
the Harris List as one of the Nation’s best art shows.
The artists, juried by an independent panel of expert
judges, are hand-selected from hundreds of applicants
based on quality and diversity. All of their artwork is
original and handmade in America.

Prices range from $25 hand-designed earrings to
$20,000 metal sculptures. The event appeals to those
looking for a free and fun weekend activity, as well as
serious art buyers looking to add to their collections.

Art Festival
Returns to
Alexandria

Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

The show features 200 artists and $15 million in artwork available for sale.
The show is ranked one of the top 100
festivals in the country by Sunshine Artist.
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Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Calendar

E-mail announcements to the
Gazette, gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Photos and art-
work are encouraged. Deadline is
Thursday at noon for the follow-
ing week’s paper. Call Steve
Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with
questions.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 3
Taste of Del Ray. 6-9 p.m. Del

Ray restaurants and eateries
will showcase their offerings
with music in Market Square.
On Mount Vernon Avenue in
Del Ray.

The Trio Hermitage. 7-9 p.m.
Free. Will perform classical music on
the piano, cello, and flute. The trio
consists of Svetlana Nikonova and
Varvara Zakharevich of the
Washington Balalaika Society, and
Zahar Zaharevich of the American
Youth Philharmonic Orchestra. At the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N.
Union St., Alexandria. Call 703-838-
4565, www.torpedofactory.org.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 4
Big Chalk Draw, 8-10 a.m., Free

community art event for the whole
family.  Practice getting up early for
school and bring along your friends
and your creative energy.  Chalk
drawing will take place in our studio
parking lot from 8 to 10 am, Friday
Sept 4.  Art at the Center, 2804
Sherwood Hall Lane. Go to
www.artatthecenter.org

SATURDAY/SEPT. 5
Monarch Magic. 2-3 p.m. For ages 6

and older with adult. Kids will enjoy
making a caterpillar cage to house
their newly adopted monarch larva
and adding a milkweed plant for it to
snack on. Cost is $18. At Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-642-5173. Go to
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/gsgp.

MONDAY/SEPT. 7
International Festival. 12:30-6 p.m.

Includes live entertainment, children’s
rides, international food, white
elephant sale, beverages, games and
more. Tickets must be purchased for
some activities. At Good Shepherd
Catholic Church, 8710 Mount Vernon
Highway, Alexandria. Call 703- 780-
4055 or visit www.gs-cc.org.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 10
Art is Everywhere. 6-9 p.m. Free. Part

of the Second Thursday Art Night.
Treat the whole family to an evening
of open studios, wine and sweets, and
a fun craft activity for kids. At Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. Go to
www.torpedofactory.org; 703-838-
4565.

Rick Udler in Concert — Music at
the Athenaeum. 7 p.m. Tickets are
$10. At 201 N. Washington Street,
Alexandria. Go to nvfaa.org.

Children’s Chorus Auditions. 6:30-
7:30 p.m. With the Alexandria Choral
Society Children’s Chorus. (Grades 3-
12). Rehearsals are at the Durant
Center, 1605 Cameron Street,
Alexandria. All dates by appointment.
For details and/or to schedule, email
Kevin@AlexChoralSociety.org.

 “Bronx Princess” Screening. 7 p.m.
Port of Harlem magazine and the
Alexandria Black History Museum will
preview the new documentary “Bronx
Princess,” followed by a short
discussion. “Bronx Princess” follows
the real-life journey of headstrong 17-
year-old Rocky as she leaves behind
her mother in New York City to reunite
with her father, a chief in Ghana, West
Africa.  Filmed during the tumultuous
summer between high school and
college, “Bronx Princess” tells Rocky’s

coming-of-age story. By confronting
her parents’ ideas of adulthood, Rocky
reconciles her African heritage with her
dream of independence. PBS will
broadcast the 40-minute TV movie on
Tuesday, Sept. 22, at 10 p.m. The
Alexandria Black History Museum is
located at 902 Wythe Street in the
Parker-Gray Historic District. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org or call the
museum at 703-838-4356.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 11
African Children’s Choir. 7:30 p.m.

The choir performs throughout the
world in such venues as the UN, Royal
Albert Hall and Madison Square
Garden to raise funds for Africa’s
children through the choir’s programs.
An offering will be received. At
Washington Street United Methodist
Church. Call 703-836-4324.

“That Day in September.” Zemfira
Stage presents one performance of the
true story of playwright Artie Van
Why’s experience surviving 9/11 and
how he coped with the changes that
experience brought to his life. At The
Lyceum, 201 South Washington Street,
Alexandria. Tickets $15/general, $10/
seniors and students. For information
about Zemfira Stage call 703-615-
6626. For reservations call 703-318-
0619 or 703-615-6626.

Free Concert. At 7:30 p.m. By the
internationally acclaimed African
Children’s Choir. At Washington Street
United Methodist Church, 115 S
Washington St., Alexandria. Visit
www.africanchildrenschoir.com  or call
703-836-4324.

Irish Band. Piper Cillian Vallely and
flutist Kevin Crawford from the Irish
band Lunsa. At 8 p.m. At The Lyceum,
201 S. Washington St., Alexandria.
Tickets are $25 in advance, $29 at the
door, children under 14 with an adult
half price. Reservations can be made at
www.sunspotpro.com or by calling 800
404-9049.

Children’s Chorus Auditions. 6:30-
7:30 p.m. With the Alexandria Choral
Society Children’s Chorus. (Grades 3-
12). Rehearsals are at the Durant
Center, 1605 Cameron Street,
Alexandria. All dates by appointment.
For details and/or to schedule, email
Kevin@AlexChoralSociety.org.

Casting Concrete Leaves. 1-3 p.m.
$55 fee. At Green Spring Gardens.
Learn to cast concrete leaves in this
workshop. At 4603 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-642-5173. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/gsgp/

SATURDAY/SEPT. 12
Church Yard Sale and Fair. 8 a.m. to

2 p.m. Tons of household items, toys,
clothing, etc. Games and prizes for the
kids, glitter face painting, hot dogs,
drinks and bake sale. At Calvary
Presbyterian Church, 6120 N. Kings
Hwy., Alexandria. Go to
www.calvarypres.org.

Yard Sale. 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. At Lincolnia
United Methodist Church, 6335 Little
River Turnpike at Lincoln Ave.,
Alexandria, two blocks west of I-395.
Rain date Sept 19. Call 703-354-5176
or lincolniaumc@verizon.net;
www.lincolniaumc.org.

Mindful Eating Workshop. 2:30-3:30

p.m. What do yoga and cupcakes
have in common? Approached
with the right intention, both can
avail you more self awareness,
fewer binges, more joy and less
stress. $15/advance, $25/at
door. Held at Radiance Yoga,
110 King St., Alexandria.
Register online at
www.radiance-yoga.net
Tea Tasting at Lee-Fendall
House Museum. 3-4:30 p.m.
$25/person. Learn about the
history of tea and Victorian tea
practices. Includes six teas and
tasting notes. At 614 Oronoco
Street, Alexandria. Call 703-548-
1789 or
contact@leefendallhouse.org.

Art Activated. Noon to 4 p.m. Features
artist demonstrations, hands-on
projects, and special performances
from BosmaDance (2:30-4 p.m.) and a
member of the Alexandria Symphony
Orchestra. At the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St., Alexandria.
Go to www.torpedofactory.org; call
703-838-4565.

Craft and Family Fun Fair. 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. Free. At St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church, 8009 Ft. Hunt Road,
Alexandria. Including crafts from over
50 vendors, pony rides, petting zoo,
food and face painting. Rain or shine.
Event is free. Contact 703-417-9219.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 13
Mount Vernon German Band. 3-4

p.m. Performs at Collingwood Library
and Museum, 8301 E. Boulevard Drive,
Alexandria.

Dick Morgan in Jazz Concert. 4 p.m.
Free. At The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St., Alexandria. Limited
seating. Admission first-come, first-
served. Call 703-505-0700.

Revive Your Closet. 1-3 p.m. Del Ray
Fashion guru Susan Boyd, owner of
Wear It Well Wardrobe and Image
Consulting, will show how to restyle,
remake, repurpose, and otherwise
revive what’s in your closet during this
hands-on workshop for you and your
clothes.  Open to men and women.
Fee:  $10.  Register on-line by
Thursday, Sept. 10
(www.TheDelRayArtisans.org).  Del
Ray Artisans, 2704 Mount Vernon
Avenue, Alexandria, Call 703-838-
4827, www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

MONDAY, SEPT. 14
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum will be

hosting its fall session of Tavern
Toddlers, beginning Monday, Sept. 14,
and continuing weekly through Nov.
16.  Because it’s never too early for
kids to appreciate history, the museum
developed this program for toddlers
and their caregivers. Tavern Toddlers
features a weekly open playtime on
Mondays between 10:30 a.m. and
noon. Gadsby’s Tavern Museum is
located at 134 North Royal Street in
the heart of Old Town Alexandria. Call
703-838-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 17
The Jefferson Street Strutters. 7-9

p.m. Enjoy traditional jazz and
American popular songs from the early
years of the 20th century. At the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, part of the
Thursday Nite Local Spotlight series. At
105 N. Union St., Alexandria. Call 703-
838-4565 or go to
www.torpedofactory.org.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 19
Genealogist Char McCargo Bah. 11

a.m. to 1 p.m. Free. Tells how she
successfully traced descendants of
people buried at Freedmen’s Cemetery
and how these techniques can be
applied to any family research. At the
Alexandria Black History Museum, 902
Wythe Street, Alexandria. Call 703-
838-4356 or visit
www.alexblackhistory.org.

African Children’s Choir
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Summer Specials
 Dover Sole • Bouillabaisse
  Frog Legs • Beef Wellington
    • Coq au Vin

• Soft Shell Crabs
• Cold Salmon Platter

• Chef Specials

127 N. Washington St., Old Town
703-548-4661

Smoke-Free Restaurant
www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

Theatre

Over-The-Top Musical
Lively, loving
spoof of
musicals back
at MetroStage.

Where and When:
“The Musical of Musicals: The

Musical!” plays through Oct. 18 at
MetroStage, 1201 North Royal
Street. Performances are Thurs-
day and Friday at 8 p.m.,
Saturday at 5 and 8:30 p.m. and
Sunday at 3 and 7 p.m. Tickets
are $45-$50. Call 703-548-9044
or log on to www.metrostage.org.

Bobby Smith and Donna Migliaccio star in “Musical of
Musicals.”

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

I
f you know your Rodgers and
Hammerstein, Andrew Lloyd
Webber, Stephen Sondheim,

Jerry Herman and Kander and Ebb
backward and forward you will be
thrilled to know that the sharp
sendup of each and every one of
them has returned to Alexandria’s
MetroStage. The show was tre-
mendous fun in 2007 and this re-
vival is, if anything, just a tad fun-
nier and tighter.

The title itself signals the way
the creators of this four-character,
five-target spoof treat their sub-
ject. They call it “The Musical of
Musicals: The Musical!”

The concept is simplicity itself.
A cast with exceptionally strong
musical theater voices works
through one simple plot five dif-
ferent times, each in the style of a
different composer/lyricist. The
plot is the old standby of melo-
drama, the innocent young girl
who can’t pay the rent and the
young man who comes to her res-
cue when the evil landlord threat-
ens to take advantage of her mis-
fortune.

For Rodgers and Hammerstein,
the plot is rendered “on fields of
golden corn stretched out to the
horizon ... it’s Kansas in August.”
A cowboy pretends not to be in
love with pretty June who sings “I
Couldn’t Keer Less About You”
until the landlord, Jidder, de-
mands a rent she can’t pay.

No pun seems too much of a
stretch as long as it includes a si-
multaneous reference to at least
two different songs or, better yet,
two different shows. “Mother
Abby” comes to the rescue with the
sung advice “There’s a rainbow
o’er the mountain / and that rain-
bow is your dream / you’ll find it
when you’ve faced the storm / and
forded every stream.”

A Stephen Sondheim sendup,
set in an apartment complex called
‘The Woods,’ gets the title “A Little
Complex” while the Jerry Herman
style star-vehicle (a la “Mame”) is
“Dear Abby.”

They take on Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s sung-through musicals
(“We Never Talk Anymore” they
sing) with the often-repeated

melodies (“I’ve Heard That Song
Before”) that some say sound like
arias from old operas (one lyric
goes “it might sound a teeny / like
something by Puccini. But no, its
all brand new”).

Kander and Ebb’s “Cabaret”
ends up as “Speakeasy.”

In New York the show was a hit
Off-Broadway, being brought back
for a return engagement at the
York Theater. The cast there was
very good and even included the
composer and the lyricist who cre-
ated the superb send-ups of the
styles of Broadway’s biggest suc-
cesses. Here at MetroStage, how-
ever, the cast is better.

Donna Migliaccio, who is Broad-
way bound to appear in the new
production of “Ragtime” next
month, has  great fun with the role
of the advice-giving woman
known in the different musicals as
Mother Abby, Auntie Abby,
Fraulein Abby, just Abby and
Abigail Von Schtarr. She’ll play the
role until Sept. 13 when she leaves
for New York at which time
Heather Mays steps in to finish the
run.

Janine Gulisano-Sunday is as
bright and energetic as could be
asked of an Ingénue who has to
face the threats of five different
evil landlords. Bobby Smith goes
from the slightly dim-witted Jitter
of the opening “Corn!” to the in-
sane killer/artist of the Sondheim
spoof (“I’ll make them pay in a
crafty way. I’ll kill them and coat
them with papier mäché. I know
they say I’m no Monet. Que sera,
Que Serurat. Oh, What the hey!”)
Then he acts as the host of a
Speakeasy in the style of the em-

cee of a cabaret (“The world can
go to blazes / who cares? It doesn’t
faze us. / We’ve got Booze / And
songs that use a lot of foreign
phrases!”). New to the cast this
time around is Matthew A. Ander-
son who is a delight in the young
hero role.

The show might have been bet-
ter had it been trimmed a bit. Four
spoofs might well be better than
five. But the weakest of the bunch,
the Jerry Herman burlesque, is
strong enough to garner many,
many laughs and, had they cut it,
you wouldn’t get a chance to see
Migliaccio bent over backwards
onto the top of a piano while she
belts out “Who cares if you’re over
the hill now as long as you’re over
the top?”

Ticket prices have gone up a bit
since 2007, but even at an addi-
tional $5, this is a show no one
who loves musicals and loves
laughing should miss.

❖❖❖
Brad Hathaway reviews theater

in Virginia, Washington and Mary-
land as well as Broadway, and ed-
its Potomac Stages, a Web site cov-
ering theater in the region
(www.PotomacStages.com). He can
be reached at Brad@Potomac
Stages.com.
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Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Pacific Enterprises, Inc trading as 650 S. Pickett 
St. Alexandria, VA 22304. The above establish-

ment is applying to the VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Importer & wholesaler of Beer 

license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Jorge Cossio, President & Ramiro L. 

Morgana, Vice President

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ021170-09-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
CHANTE M WALLS
The object of this suit is to:
Approve the foster care review plan submitted 
by Alexandria DHS with a goal of adoption, and 
terminate the residual parental rights and re-
sponsibilities of Natalie Anderson, mother to 
Chante M Walls, born 7/28/2007. “Residual pa-
rental rights” means all rights and responsibilties 
remaining with the parent after transfer of legal 
custody and guardianship of the child to DHS, 
including but not limited to the right of visitation, 
consent to adoption, the right to determine reli-
gious affiliation and the responsibility for sup-
port. 
It is ORDERED that the defendant  Natalie 
Anderson appear at the above named Court 
and protect his or her interests on or before 
10/29//2009 at 2:00pm

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ021170-10-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
CHANTE M WALLS
The object of this suit is to:
Approve the foster care review plan submitted 
by Alexandria DHS with a goal of adoption, and 
terminate the residual parental rights and re-
sponsibilities of unknown father of Chante M 
Walls who was born 7/28/2007 to Natalie Ander-
son “Residual parental rights” means all rights 
and responsibilties remaining with the parent af-
ter transfer of legal custody and guardianship of 
the child to DHS, including but not limited to the 
right of visitation, consent to adoption, the right 
to determine religious affiliation and the respon-
sibility for support. 
It is ORDERED that the defendant unknown 
father appear at the above named Court and 
protect his or her interests on or before 
10/29//2009 at 2:00pm

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
Case No JJ020774-06-00
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court 
Commonwealth of Virginia, in re
MACKENZIE DJEDDOUR
The object of this suit is to:
For approval of a foster care service plan with 
the goal of adoption, and for the termination of 
the parental rights of the unknown father of 
Mackenzie Djeddour (dob 5/31/07) and/or to en-
ter any other appropriate dispositional orders to 
protect the health and safety of this child. 
It is ORDERED that the defendant  unknow fa-
ther appear at the above named Court and pro-
tect his or her interests on or before 10/15/2009 
at 1:30pm

Legal Notices

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

People

forces, CIA paramilitary officers,
and local warlords in the search
for Osama bin Laden. Writing for
the Monitor and London’s Daily
Telegraph, he was the first reporter
to break the news that bin Laden,
despite fierce U.S. bombing, had
escaped from Tora Bora into Paki-
stan. In his 2004 book, Al Qaeda’s
Great Escape, Smucker criticizes
what he saw as a fumbling U.S.
attempt to capture bin Laden.

Smucker returned from his ninth
trip to Afghanistan this past July.
Writing for the McClatchy news-
paper chain, Smucker was embed-
ded on three occasions with U.S.
Army units in eastern Afghanistan.

Keen observers consider his re-
porting to be among the best from
Afghanistan. “There is no better
picture of the area than that of-
fered by Philip,” said Roy Gutman,
McClatchy’s foreign editor. “His
stories are so much more complete
than reports from other news me-
dia, and certainly more informa-
tive than government statements.”

Smucker addressed the grim
state of the U.S. war in Afghani-
stan in a June 10, 2009 op-ed
piece in USA Today, and led with
this line: “Winnable? Yes. Bloody?
Count on it.” He disagreed with
official statements at the time that
the U.S. and NATO are holding
their own in Afghanistan. “Calling
this war a ‘stalemate’ is to smear
lipstick on a pig,” he wrote.

IT’S AN UNDERSTATEMENT to
say that Smucker has deep roots
in Alexandria and the Mount
Vernon area. His mother, Louisa,
is a member of two notable Vir-
ginia families, those of George
Washington and George Mason.
Although the Masons and
Washingtons had intermarried
several times over generations,
Louisa points to one of those in-
stances in 1921 when her mother,
Louisa Fontaine Washington, mar-
ried Philip Dawson. The elder
Louisa was the granddaughter of
the last Washington to own Mount
Vernon, John Augustine Washing-
ton. Dawson’s grandfather was
Samuel Cooper, the highest-rank-
ing Confederate general in the
Civil War. In 1827, Cooper mar-
ried Sarah Mason, the grand-
daughter of George Mason of
Gunston Hall.

Philip’s father, John, a retired
Episcopal priest, is part of the
Smucker jelly and jam family. He
is many times removed, however,
from the founder, J. M. Smucker,
who started the company in 1921
in Orrville, Ohio.

“Philip was a little wild as a teen-
ager, and I was surprised when he
chose to become a foreign corre-
spondent,” John Smucker said of
his son. “I never saw him read a
book or write anything in high
school. But his mother and I are
very proud of him.”

In a tongue-in-cheek rebuttal,
Philip Smucker points to his hon-
ors degree in English lit from Cal-

Berkeley.
John and Louisa Smucker live in

a home in a compound off North
Quaker Lane that has been in the
Cooper and Dawson families since
before the Civil War.

Following graduate school,
Philip Smucker moved to Bangkok
in 1986 to teach English while at-
tempting to string for U.S. news-
papers. “I had my first good splash
in 1988 by reporting on anti-gov-
ernment demonstrations in
Rangoon, Burma,” he recalled. “I
got some good exposure through
the Washington Post and other
news media, and even did three
Q&As with Dan Rather on CBS
News.”

After reporting from Russia in
the early 1990s and the Haiti ad-
venture, Smucker gravitated to the
hostilities in the Balkans that arose
during and after Yugoslavia’s
breakup. During the Bosnia War,
he reported frequently on violent
reprisals, war crimes, and just
plain warfare for several news
media outlets, including Daily
Telegraph, Voice of America, and
German radio.

While in Belgrade, Serbia, in
1998, he hired a young woman
named Ivana Veselinovic to teach
him the Serb language. After only
a few sessions, his interests broad-
ened beyond his lessons and they
began to date. “He was a serious
student at first and always did his
homework,” said Ivana, now Mrs.
Smucker. “But he soon began to
bring me flowers when we met to
study.”

Ivana and Philip were married
in May 1998 in Belgrade. Among
those traveling to the wedding
from the states was actor Chris
Meloni, the male lead in NBC-TV’s
“Law & Order, Special Victims
Unit.” He and Smucker first met

as children at Alexandria’s John
Adams School. Fast friends in high
school, both went off to Univer-
sity of Colorado in 1979. Smucker
transferred to Berkeley after two
years, but he and Meloni have
since maintained their friendship.

Later in 1998, Serbia’s repres-
sion of Muslim Albanians in
Kosovo erupted into horrific vio-
lence between Serbian forces and
the Kosovo Liberation Army. NATO
intervened with a massive bomb-
ing campaign to force Serbs out
of Kosovo, permit the return of
Kosovar refugees, and introduce
peacekeeping forces. The hostili-
ties drew Smucker like a moth to
a porch light. The headlines for his
pieces reflected his intimate in-
volvement — “Hunger as an In-
strument of War” (U.S. News) and
“Faces Frozen in Terror” (Houston
Chronicle).

As the Kosovo hostilities contin-
ued during 1999, Smucker en-
countered the most dangerous
situations of his 23-year career.
After what could have been a fa-
tal confrontation, Serbian police
forced him to retreat across the
Macedonian border at gunpoint. “I
walked up and down a mountain
to get back into Kosovo, and after
arriving, I witnessed terrible
atrocities,” he said. Smucker con-
tinued to dodge detention. “I hid
in a village with two Albanians
while Serb paramilitaries searched
for us. It was the most terrifying
night of my life.”

True to his gregarious self,
Smucker had the inclination dur-
ing all of this to open a bar in
Pristina, Kosovo’s capital. He and
several other war correspondents,
who were co-owners, named it
“Tricky Dick’s.” Not a homage to
Nixon, but rather in honor of Ri-
chard Holbrooke, who helped bro-

ker the Dayton Agreement that
ended the Bosnian War in late
1995. In what must have re-
sembled Rick’s Café Américain in
the movie Casablanca, Smucker
described the place in 1999 as “an
ex-pat drinking establishment fre-
quented by Serbs, Albanians, dip-
lomats, and journalistic riff-raff
from around the world.” The gin
joint offered drinks called “B-52,”
“Tomahawk,” and “Verifier.”

The bar, which he no longer
owns, is still open with the same
name.

After two reporting stints in
Egypt, Smucker headed for Kuwait
as the U.S. prepared to invade Iraq
in March 2003. Like a camp fol-
lower during the Napoleonic Wars,
Smucker trailed behind a U.S.
Marine unit as it raced north after
the “Shock and Awe” air cam-
paign. Operating on his own for
the Monitor and Daily Telegraph,
rather than as an embedded re-
porter, Smucker quickly got him-
self into a jam.

“I did a short video segment for
CNN and said that I was a hun-
dred miles south of Baghdad be-
tween the Tigris and Euphrates,”
he said. U.S. military authorities
objected, saying Smucker offered
too much information about
American military movements.
After what Smucker described as
a heavy-handed detention and in-
terrogation, several Marines es-
corted Smucker back to Kuwait.

“I got back into Iraq three days
later,” Smucker said with a smile.

SMUCKER IS NOW home for a
while and working to finish the
manuscript of a new book, which
Prometheus Books will publish
next year. “My Brother, My Enemy:
America and the Battle of Ideas in
the Islamic World” will distill the
experiences and observations that
he has gathered in recent years.
He is also preparing a documen-
tary film to accompany he book.

He and his wife live in
Alexandria’s West End, and she
welcomes the down time. “I can-
not let fear enter my mind when
he is traveling,” she said. “If I do,
I’m afraid that will jinx him. Be-
sides, he’s way over his limit of
nine lives.”

She works for Hands Along the
Nile, a nonprofit that promotes
economic development and inter-
cultural dialog in Egypt.

When asked what’s next on their
calendar, Ivana Smucker said,
“Starting a family.”

For more information on Philip
Smucker, visit his Web site,
www.philipsmucker.com. Also,
Google “Tricky Dick’s” and
“Pristina” for reports on the bar.

From Page 3

Alexandria Journalist Thrives on War Stories
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Philip Smucker credits much of his success in Afghani-
stan reporting to his former interpreter and associate,
Latfullah Mashal (left), now governor of Laghman Prov-
ince in eastern Afghanistan.
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News

ter the teenagers were risking their lives
to work as translators for what they believed
was a valiant effort by the U.S. military, it
only mattered they broke the patriarchal
order. They escaped a home where the girls
were forced to spar with one another for
their father’s entertainment, leaving them
with physical and emotional scars.

But their escape was short-lived. Sally and
Sarah were tracked by their father. They felt
the man they once called “dad” wanted
nothing more than to see his own flesh-and-
blood dead through the cultural practice
more commonly known as an honor kill-
ing.

THE PHONE CALL to Valdiserri delivered
a rapid overview of Sally and Sarah’s an-
ticipated murder. The Alexandria resident
was deployed to Iraq to establish mental
health programs for first response teams
while providing counseling through her spe-
cialty in trauma; it was the first she heard
of the young translators.

Valdiserri says she never thought twice
about her next decision; there wasn’t any
time. Her husband of three years, Tim
Kennedy, never questioned her move. A
Blackhawk immediately brought Sally and
Sarah to Valdiserri, doubling the size of the
couple’s family overnight.

“They were two girls trapped in a patri-
archal society that wouldn’t let them get
out,” said Kennedy.

To return Sally and Sarah to their father
was to contribute to their murder. Sally and
Sarah are not their birth names, but ones
they used while working with U.S. armed
forces and felt appropriate to keep during
their unofficial adoption by two willing
Americans who offer more security for the
girls than they previously found within their
own biological family.

The couple embarked on a yearlong plight
to get Sally and Sarah out of harm’s way.
As Valdiserri’s deployment came to an end,
the girls were forced to find alternative
means of protection. Whisked between shel-
ters that resembled prisons and would-be
safe havens that led to blackmail and sexual

ited campaign that was informed by
Cahir’s status as a war veteran.

“He was not an anti-war candidate, by
any stretch,” said Andy Rosenberg, a
longtime friend who waged an unsuc-
cessful primary challenge for Congress.
“He was proud to be a liberal, but at the
same time he had a Marine’s apprecia-
tion for the sacrifice that was required
to protect our county and our way of
life.”

On April 8, 2006, Cahir married Wash-
ington lawyer Rene Brown at the Old

Presbyterian Meeting House. The couple
settled in Rosemont on West Cedar Street,
where they enjoyed barbecuing and walk-
ing their dog Frankie. Earlier this year he
was deployed to Afghanistan, where he
was killed on Aug. 13 from a gunshot
wound sustained while conducting com-
bat operations while on a patrol in the
Helmand Province. Cahir was buried at Ar-
lington National Cemetery earlier this
week. He was 40.

“Bill was a hero to me, and to his family
and friends, long before he gave his life for
his county,” said Brown in a written state-
ment. “He was a loved and cherished hus-

band, son, brother and excited father-to-be,
as well as a friend and colleague who
touched the lives of so many.”

A NATIVE OF Bellefonte, Penn., Cahir was
raised in State College. After receiving a
bachelor’s degree in English from Penn State
in 1990, he moved to Washington to work
for the late Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-
Mass.), who was buried at Arlington the
previous week. In 1995, he became a jour-
nalist and took a job as a Washington cor-
respondent for Newhouse News Service
covering Congress for Pennsylvania and
New Jersey. Then the terrorist attacks on

9/11 prompted him to join the Marines
and fight in two wars.

“He was a man of action, not words,”
said Nancy Perkins, an Old Town resi-
dent and a longtime friend of Cahir’s
wife. “He didn’t just want to write about
the war, he wanted to defend the nation.”

Cahir is survived by his wife, who is
pregnant with twins; his parents, John
and Mary Anne Cahir; a brother, Bart
Cahir; and two sisters, Kathryn Cahir and
Ellen Cahir. Contributions may be made
to the Bill Cahir Memorial Fund at the
Burke and Herbert Bank, P.O. Box 268,
Alexandria VA 22313.

assault, Valdiserri and Kennedy lost count
of the sleepless nights spent worrying.

“How can you help from a world away?”
Valdiserri asked.

And yet the couple has managed. Last
month, they threw a fundraiser with the in-
tent of gaining support to bring Sally and
Sarah to America. Valdiserri says she initi-
ated the idea of the move with the young
women after realizing the U.S. was the only
outlet that ensured their safety and the re-
union of their new family, although Kennedy
has yet to meet the girls.

REMOVING Sally and Sarah from Iraq
proved to be no easy feat. The girls’ bio-
logical father reported them as kidnapped
to the Iraqi government, making all means
of standard travel and its checkpoints im-
possible to bypass. After exhausting every
legal mean, the Alexandria couple resorted
to having Sally and Sarah smuggled out of
the country as threats to their safety con-
tinued to escalate.

Now the two young women must wait.
While at their new undisclosed location
somewhere in the Middle East, Sally and
Sarah underwent their fourth and final in-
terview with the International Organization
of Migration, intending to gain refugee sta-
tus for entry into the U.S. Although the girls’
time of arrival in Alexandria can only be
estimated if the IOM works in their favor,
Valdiserri described Sally and Sarah as “be-
side themselves to be out of Iraq.”

While Sally and Sarah’s journey impacted
the lives of the Alexandria couple who now
anticipates their arrival, the girls’ story is
not uncommon. In 2008, the International
Rescue Committee reported Iraq had the
third highest number of refugees in the
world, following Afghanistan and Palestine.

The List Project is an organization target-
ing Iraqi refugees seeking safety through re-
settlement. Former U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development Officer Kirk Johnson
created the Project in 2007 out of concern
for his own translator who faced similar
threats to his life after offering assistance
to the U.S. The project has developed into
a national effort to integrate Iraqis into
American society and similarly offers an

outlet for concerned Americans like
Valdiserri, who contacted the project for
help.

Ann McKittrick, the director of develop-
ment and outreach for the List Project, ac-
knowledges the real adjustment begins once
the Iraqis, like Sally and Sarah, have been
granted refugee status and arrive in a new
environment. While the Project aims to
work with resettlement agencies to provide
housing, health care, and food stamps,
McKittrick says with the economic down-
turn the agencies are overburdened and
lacking resources.

“In many cases, it falls short of what the
families need,” said McKittrick.

Consequently anxiety over the girls will
not subside for Valdiserri and Kennedy even
if Sally and Sarah reach the U.S. The couple
knows there is little space in their two-bed-
room townhouse on South Columbus Street

for the sisters, who have already spent the
past year in close quarters, adding the ne-
cessity of trauma counseling.

Linda McKenna, one of many close friends
in Valdiserri’s support system, has come to
know and love Sally and Sarah. But
McKenna acknowledges the couple’s own
fatigue arising from their sudden and con-
stant thrust into the role of parents for the
girls. McKenna says the idea of Iraqi refu-
gees didn’t hit home until she saw the emo-
tional toll it was taking on her friends.

“They did it with such conviction,”
McKenna said of Valdiserri and Kennedy’s
effort to take on the care of two young
women they barely knew. “It’s as if they’ve
been their girls their whole life.”

SINCE THEIR FIRST conversation, the
phone calls have not stopped. Valdiserri says
she and Kennedy try to talk to the girls daily,
hoping to avoid any more feelings of aban-
donment than those Sally and Sarah have
already experienced.

Surmounting the unusual circumstances
that brought their new family together,
Valdiserri and Kennedy say they view their
involvement with the girls as a movement
towards raising awareness. Once the girls
are settled, the couple has plans for a book
using their story of Sarah, who they describe
as street-smart, and Sally, known for her
more gentle soul, to touch upon the larger
issue of international women’s rights. With
her specialty in trauma, Valdiserri further
hopes to institute programs benefiting con-
tractors and translators like the girls who
work alongside U.S. military forces.

But for now, the couple’s priority remains
in bringing Sally and Sarah to safety. Even
if the task is accomplished, it will take an
undetermined amount of time for the girls
to adjust to American life and overcome the
suffering of their past.

“We’re afraid to call you mom,” the girls
have told Valdiserri. Coming from their pa-
triarchal culture, Sally and Sarah do not
view a mother as someone who loves, pro-
tects, or stands behind them.

“I’m not going anywhere,” Valdiserri said,
and she continues to wait for the arrival of
her girls.

Journalist-Turned Marine Dies in Combat

Couple Fights for Refugee Status for Iraqi Sisters

Paige Valdiserri and husband Tim
Kennedy at their fund-raiser for
Sally and Sarah last month. The
couple is working to bring the two
young Iraqi women to the U.S.
after their lives were endangered
by their father.
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette Packet

J
oe Hargrove spent the
offseason trying to prove
he was starting quarter-
back material. Splitting

reps during practice, the T.C. Will-
iams senior felt his superior athletic
ability would earn him the job.

As the season approached,
Hargrove’s performances appeared
to distinguish him as the Titans’ top
signal caller. His strong arm and
desire to make a play gave the Ti-
tans offense a capable-of-scoring-
on-any-play kind of feel.

Ironically, it was Hargrove’s de-
sire to make a play that cost him a
shot at entering the 2009 season as
a starter.

During an Aug. 27 scrimmage
against Centreville, Hargrove rolled
to his left and was sacked near the
visiting sideline at Parker-Gray
Memorial Stadium. He landed on
his right, non-throwing arm and
suffered a fractured wrist, leaving his avail-
ability for his senior season in doubt.

Hargrove was at T.C. Williams on Mon-
day, sporting a cast which ran the length of
his right forearm. He said he intended to
see an orthopedic doctor in the near future
and hoped to be able to play Sept. 11
against Mount Vernon. Titans head coach
Dennis Randolph later acknowledged
Hargrove’s hopeful return date could be
overly optimistic.

AS HARGROVE and his
mother, Bernita, were
leaving campus,
Hargrove, an ESPN.com
college prospect,
struggled to put his emo-
tions into words.

“I can’t describe the
feeling,” he said, “be-
cause I’m mad [and] sad.
I’m in between.”

Meanwhile, practice continued for the Ti-
tans, who open their season at 7:30 p.m.
today at Robinson. John Bray, who split reps
with Hargrove during the offseason, will
start at quarterback for T.C. Williams. The
senior doesn’t have Hargrove’s arm
strength, but Bray is a hard-working signal
caller who led the Titans to two touchdowns
and a field goal after taking over in the
scrimmage against Centreville.

“I’m really excited,” Bray said of his op-
portunity to start. “I had a shaky practice
in the beginning [Monday] but I got my”
bad practice out of the way for the week.

Bray added he can help the team by be-

ing more of a vocal leader.
When comparing Bray and Hargrove,

Randolph has said while Bray doesn’t have
Randolph’s big-play capability, his strength
is sustaining multiple-play drives. Bray will
need to do that this week if the Titans are
to beat Robinson.

 Bray “has to move the ball down the field,
however we get it done,” Randolph said.
“If we can run the ball against them, he’s

just got to hand off. He’s
got to be that guy that’s
going to get them into the
end zone [whatever] it
takes. Obviously, there’s a
difference with John in
the game. … John can
complete balls, ]but] he’s
not going to throw the
60-yard ball down the
sideline.”

Whether or not Bray
can consistently lead the

Titans down the field will likely depend on
the ability of the team’s running backs and
offensive line to generate yards on the
ground. Senior Charles Garner and sopho-
more Raquan Brunson have gotten the bulk
of the carries during scrimmages, though
senior Robert Carter has seen time and
scored two touchdowns against Centreville.

THE OFFENSIVE LINE is led by junior
right tackle Jay Whitmire (6 feet 6, 285
pounds) and senior right guard Luke Dorris
(6-4, 272).

Speed at the receiver positions keeps the
big-play threat alive for T.C. Williams. Se-

Bray to start after
Hargrove suffers
fractured wrist.

TC Without QB Hargrove for Opener

T.C. Williams quarterback John Bray, left,
avoids a defender during a scrimmage
against Centreville. Bray, a senior, will
start tonight against Robinson.

T.C. Williams quarterback Joe Hargrove carries the ball during a
scrimmage against Marshall. Hargrove suffered a fractured right, non-
throwing wrist a week later against Centreville and will miss tonight’s
game against Robinson.

“He’s got to be that
guy that’s going to
get them into the
end zone ...”

— Titans Head Coach
Dennis Randolph
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niors Cortez Taylor and Aziz Coker
are candidates to go the distance
when they touch the ball, and Tay-
lor said the receiving corps is com-
fortable no matter who is playing
quarterback for the Titans.

“We work with both of them,”
Taylor said. “Our wide receivers, we
know what to do whoever’s in.
We’re ready. There’s no difference.
We look up to both.”

Doug Murphy, a junior, is second
on the depth chart behind Bray
while Hargrove is out.

The defense, led by Carter at free
safety, will also need to step up.

T.C. Williams finished 3-7 in 2008
and has not had a winning season
since 1995. Randolph, who enters
this third season with the Titans,
noticed a mentality around the pro-
gram that could have contributed
to the team’s lack of success.

“What I’ve found since I’ve been
here is that these kids do well when
everything’s going their way,” the
coach said. “And then when some-
thing happens, they just implode
and say, ‘here we go again.’”

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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ftalexandria@fitnesstogether.com

877-345-FTFT

Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage
the patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for
surgery. I regard him as one of the premier dentists in the
non-surgical management of TMJ Disorders.”
—Dr. Joseph Arzadon

“Very professional environment, excellent level of service,
up-to-date dental technology.” — Anne

“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my
concerns seriously.” — Mary 

“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop
relationships with  your patients.” — Kim

“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat
your patients with respect and courtesy in a way that  is
extremely rare.” — Nancy

Trusted Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.

Cosmetic Dental Services:
• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• In Office Whitening
• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually
  painless anesthesia

Unique Dental Services:
• Dental Sleep Appliance
• Computer Preview of New Smile

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere
• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
   during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with
  Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
  Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile
  Magazine & TMJ News-n-Views

Testimonials
Michael B. Rogers, DDS

Dennis J. Holly, DMD
4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDental.com

From Page 12

Health

a million people to be able to negotiate with insur-
ance providers and they would need a lot of start-up
money.

After being asked repeatedly whether he would go
on “the plan” with everyone else, Moran said 85 per-
cent of people would see no change in their cover-
age because they already had adequate coverage.
Like most, he would remain on his current cover-
age, provided by Blue Cross Blue
Shield.

Geoff Verhoff of Arlington noted
that Moran had said at one point
that Medicare was run by experts.
With Medicare “$39 trillion in the
red,” he said he wanted to know,
“Who are these experts?”

“How many in favor of getting
rid of Medicare, raise your hand,”
Dean said. A few hands went up,
but more people shouted that that
wasn’t the question.

Moran said Medicare wasn’t in the red because it
received support from the Treasury’s general fund
and that its costs had risen more slowly than those
of private insurers. “So Medicare is operating at much
less cost and we need to find a way to pay for it,” he
said, adding that health insurance reform was one
way to do that.

Maureen Mitchell of Reston said she supported the
public option but wanted to know how everyone
could be insured without it.

Dean said the Netherlands and Switzerland had
universal coverage without a public option. “But in
order to do that, they treat the insurance industry
like a regulated utility,” he said, noting that rates,
CEO salaries and other aspects of the companies’
operations are regulated by the government.

Roland Tulino of Reston wanted to know why no
one was talking about tort reform, the limitation of
payouts for patient lawsuits against doctors.

The more there is in a bill, the more enemies it
has, and the people trying to pass
the bill didn’t want to take on the
trial lawyers, Dean said. “That is
the plain and simple truth.”

Asked whether he would sup-
port a single-payer, universal gov-
ernment plan, Moran said that
with a bill on the table that the
White House had endorsed, he
was inclined to support the exist-
ing bill.

When Bob Shepler of Alexandria
asked why he should trust the gov-

ernment to control the cost of a public option, Moran
pointed out that the military was a government pro-
gram. “When soldiers come home, I don’t know any
family who has a wounded warrior who doesn’t want
them going through the Veterans Administration,” he
added, noting that the VA was a socialized system.

After the meeting let out, groups lingered outside,
holding signs and hollering at each other. Scattered
screaming matches, one of them between two eld-
erly women, were broken up by the police.

Cheers, Jeers and Some Figures

“You never make
real change until
the pain of staying
the same exceeds
the fear of change.”

— Howard Dean
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

JUST LIKE NEW CLEANING SERVICE
Specializing in:

•Surface Cleaning  •Deep Down Scrubbing
•Move-in/Move-out Cleaning  •Organizational Services

✦ Ask About Summer Specials ✦
Free Estimates, Personalized Service

Licensed/Bonded/Ins.

Call Jessie @ 703-763-6751

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

TAYLOR HANDYMAN
Small Jobs Welcome

Gutter repair, wood fencing,
deck restoration

pressure washing, landscaping,
bathroom caulking, vinyl floors, minor

plumbing, general repairs & more

703-780-4181
Cell: 571-245-7492

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
✦Exterior Wood Rot More!

Deck & Fence repair, 
No jobs too large or small

Free est. 37 yrs exp.  Licensed, Insured
703-987-5096

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

DENTAL RECEPTIONIST
Professional and friendly Front Desk 
needed for established endodontic prac-
tice in McLean, VA.  4 days, no week-
ends.  Pay negotiable.  E-mail resume  to 

Mcleanendo@gmail.com or 
Fax 703-847-2861.

FT SALES ASSOCIATE
Our healthfood store needs a dependa-
ble, energetic person to participate in 
our growth.  Retail exp. req’d.  Health 
benefits, 401(K).  Call: 540-751-9346

H.S. OR COLLEGE STUDENT
P/T, Weekends.  Ladies Boutique in   

Old Town Alexandria.  Varied 
duties.  Call Mrs. Lasker

703-765-7583

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

NANNY SHARE AVAILABLE 

Due to changes in our schedule, our won-
derful nanny will be avail M-F,  8a - 3p. (we 
would like to have her continue to work 
with us P/T). She is fantastic, caring, punctu-
al & reliable. She is legal, drives & has her 
own car. She is avail Sept 8th.   Pls contact 
me: Leanne.wilson1@verizon.net or (703) 
619-0688.

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

Our summer workers have returned to
school. Ideal for students/others. Flex
Schedules. Sales/svc. PT/FT. Conditions
apply. All ages 18+. Call Mon. – Fri. 9-5

703-359-7600

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS

Great Pay!

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!
www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER  EDUCATION

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Email internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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FOR SALE
John Deere LX178 Lawn Tractor,  
38-inch deck, Kohler water-cooled 

engine, good tires, new battery.  
$1200.  

703-757-6506 or Fgaibler@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale 29 Misc. for Sale

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

3 RE for Rent

Newly Renovated

Alexandria, VA

Studios $859

One Bedrooms $959

Call for more information

(703) 548-0093

12 Commercial Lease

Small suite w/full 
Bath, on 2nd flr of 

beauty salon, avail to 
small bus. prefer 

massage therapist or 
facialist. $1200.
703-981-6483

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? 
Rent a 10x10” space and 

the use of a table for $20 at 
a community YARD SALE 
hosted by the Lighthouse 

Worship Center, 6409 
Telegraph Rd., Alexandria 

on 9/12. To reserve a 
space, call Karen at 

703-203-9843 by 9/10.

101 Computers

bob@rstarcomputerman.com
703-535-3254
ComputerMan

for Individuals &
Small Businesses

PERSONAL
COMPUTER
SERVICES

✓ Advice on Equipment
✓ Set Up and Configuration
✓ Installation
✓ Troubleshooting
✓ Tutorials and Instruction
✓ General Help

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving Alexandria, Springfield,
Fairfax & N. Virginia

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Green Lawn Companies
20-40% off all services
•Mowing •Trimming •Mulching

•Seeding •Sodding
•Planting & Designs

•Power Washing

703-400-8664

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding

For Free Estimate 
call Bill

703-944-1440

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

LAWN SERVICE

Green Lawn
Companies

20-40%
off all services
•Mowing •Trimming
•Mulching •Seeding

•Sodding •Planting & Designs
•Power Washing

703-400-8664

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC

703-283-9479

◆Bricks ◆Blocks,
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Retaining Walls
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

PAINTING

Painting:
Interior & exterior
Faux finishes
Wallpapering:
installation &
removal
Drywall & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

703-728-1717

Professional

WALLCOVERING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

ROOFING ROOFING

HAULING HAULING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

I am easily
satisfied with 
the very best.

-Winston Churchill

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

The Neighborhood Stabilization Program Plus and Silver Lining 
Program funds and CDBG-R funds listed below have been re-
viewed under a tiered environmental review process per HUD 
regulations at 24 CFR Part 58.15, and are hereby being con-
sidered for a Notice of Intent to Request a Release of Funds 
(NOI/RROF) The activities proposed are categorically excluded 
from NEPA requirements under HUD regulations at 24 CFR 
Part 58. Additional information is contained in the Environmen-
tal Review Records (ERRs) for each activity under the Neigh-
borhood Stabilization Plan Plus and Silver Lining Program 
(NSP-SL), Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing 
Program (HPRP) and the Community Development Block 
Grant -Recovery Program (CDBG-R) program at the Fairfax 
County, Virginia, Department of Housing and Community De-
velopment, 3700 Pender Drive, Fairfax, Virginia 22030-7444, 
and may be examined or copied upon request, weekdays from 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

1. Program title: Neighborhood Stabilization Program Plus 
and Silver Lining Program (NSP-SL)

Location: Countywide but mostly focused in these neighbor-
hoods: Springfield, Alexandria (Route 1/Fairfax County), Cen-
treville, Chantilly, Lorton, and Town of Herndon.

Purpose of Project: NSP-Plus funds will be provided to non-
profits to purchase and rehabilitate foreclosed properties, for 
use as affordable rental housing. The properties will be rented 
to households whose incomes are at or below 50% AMI. 

Total Cost: $ 1,000,000 NSP-Plus funds

2. Program title: Community Development Block Grant -
Recovery Program (CDBG-R)

Location: The following Fairfax County Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority properties including: Little River Glen, Little 
River Square, Penderbrook, Murraygate, McLean Hills, as well 
as Sunrise House group home and various units countywide 
owned by non-profit organizations.

Purpose of Project: CDBG-R funds will be used for Categori-
cally Excluded rehabilitation at the moderate income rental 
housing developments listed above.

Total Cost: $ 1,610,504 CDBG-R funds

3. Program title: Homelessness Prevention and Rapid 
Re-Housing Program (HPRP)

Location: Countywide

Purpose of Project: The primary use of these funds will be for 
homelessness prevention and rapid re-housing activities. Spe-
cific services include (but are not limited to) rent and utility as-
sistance, security deposits, housing search and community-
based case management. Approximately $910,000 is allocat-
ed for Prevention Services, and approximately $1,350,000 is 
allocated for Rapid Re-Housing Services. Fairfax County has 
been awarded $2,462,398 in HPRP funds. Of the remaining 
amount, $123,119 is allocated for administrative costs, and 
$79,279) is to be used for meeting HUD data collection and re-
porting requirements.

Total Cost: $ 2,462,398 HPRP funds

The County of Fairfax, Virginia, has determined that the above-
listed project(s) will have no significant impact on the human 
environment. Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement 
under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is 
not required.

RECORDS AVAILABILITY
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Additional project information is contained in the
Environmental 
Review Records (ERRs) for the above-listed projects at the 
Fairfax County, Virginia, Department of Housing and
Commun-
ity Development, 3700 Pender Drive, Fairfax, Virginia 22030-
6039, and may be examined or copied, upon request, week-
days from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency disagreeing with the County
of Fairfax, Virginia, determinations or wishing to comment on
the projects may submit written comments to the Fairfax
County Department of Housing and Community
Development. All 
comments received by 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 
9, 2009, will be considered by the Fairfax County, Virginia, De-
partment of Housing and Community Development prior to au-
thorizing submission of a request for release of funds. Com-
menters should specify which part of this Notice they are ad-
dressing.

RELEASE OF FUNDS

The County of Fairfax, Virginia, certifies to HUD that Anthony 
H. Griffin, in his capacity as County Executive, consents to ac-
cept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is 
brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environ-
mental review process and that these responsibilities have 
been satisfied. HUD's approval of the certification satisfies its 
responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities, 
and allows the Department of Housing and Community Devel-
opment of Fairfax County, Virginia, to use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will consider objections to its release of funds for Neigh-
borhood Stabilization Program Plus-Silver Lining Program, the 
Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program,
as 
well as for Community Development Block Grant-Recovery 
Program funds. Send objections to the HUD Richmond Field 
Office, Environmental Office, 600 E. Broad Street, Richmond, 
VA 23219-1800, Attention: Mr. Kerry Johnson, 1-800-842-
2610 x4803; and to: HUD Washington, D.C. Field Office, 820 
First Street NE, Suite 450, Washington, D.C. 20002-4255, At-
tention: Mrs. Frances Bush, 202-275-9200. Objections should 
be received by Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2009, or a period of fif-
teen days from its receipt of the request (whichever is later)
only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the
certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer or other
officer of the County of Fairfax, Virginia, approved by HUD;
(b) the 
County of Fairfax has omitted a step or failed to make a deci-
sion or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part
58; 
(c) the grant recipient or other participants in a project have 
committed funds, incurred costs, or undertaken activities not 
authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of 
funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant 
to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the 
project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental 
quality.

Anthony H. Griffin, County Executive
County of Fairfax
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 552
Fairfax, Virginia 22035-0041

Fairfax County is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination in 
all County programs, services and activities and will provide 
reasonable accommodations upon request. Please call 
703.246.5101 or TTY 703.385.9578. Please allow seven 
working days in order to make arrangements
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From Page 7

News

tal crimes task force of officials from vari-
ous departments to investigate the allega-
tions. They eventually disagreed with many
of Pisauro’s specific allegations, but decided
that several changes were needed. Ulti-
mately, they asked the developer to change
the drainage system and install a stronger
vapor barrier.

“The city has no position on the litiga-
tion between Mr. Pisauro and his former
employer,” wrote Deputy City Attorney
Christopher Spera in an e-mailed response
to questions. “Essentially, the city responded
to an allegation of an existing problem, did
not find conditions to match the allegations,
but identified potential future issues.”

THE HISTORY OF pollution at the site
dates back to 1962, when city records indi-
cate Fannon Petroleum Services obtained a
special-use permit to construct and oper-
ate a fuel distribution facility at 1300 Duke
Street. Fannon Petroleum maintained 26
underground fuel storage tanks and also
housed a vehicle repair facility for vehicles
owned by Fannon & Sons — a neighboring
business that operated air-conditioning,
heating systems and heating fuel distribu-
tion at the 1200 block of Duke Street since
the 1940s. In 2001, the 1300 Duke Street
property was sold to Van Metre Companies
for a new residential development.

But 40 years of operations at the bulk-
storage terminal created a number of pol-
lution concerns, with heating oil, gasoline
and diesel spilling into the ground. Accord-
ing to documents from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality, the accu-
mulated pollution was so bad that 18,500
cubic yards of petroleum-contaminated soil
had to be removed from the site to prepare
the property for development.

“We worked with Fannon to make sure
the source material was removed,” said
Randy Chapman, senior geologist with the
department’s Northern Regional Office. “In
terms of what ends up in the storm sewer,
that’s the city’s responsibility.”

Enter Victor Pisauro, the construction
superintendent hired in the spring of 2008
by Marquis Custom Homes, a Van Metre
company. According to the formal complaint
filed in the Alexandria Circuit Court, Pisauro
said he repeatedly raised concerns about
pollution in the remaining soil. Although it
wasn’t as heavily polluted as the soil that
had been removed, he said, rainwater fil-
tering through it had to be considered pol-
luted and disposed of properly. When he
raised concerns in early June 2008, his law-
suit charges, Marquis officials explained
they did not want the perimeter French
drain to be connected to the sump well —
a system Pisauro said would send unfiltered
polluted water into a bed of stone along a
wall fronting Duke Street and ultimately
into the city’s storm sewer.

“You’ve got to be kidding,” he responded,
according to the lawsuit.

In an affidavit filed as part of the lawsuit,
Pisauro said that he was “astounded” when
a soil sample that showed “no contamina-
tion.” The lawsuit explains that he had per-
sonally taken a sample he described as “vis-

ibly oozing with oil and diesel fuel and
smelled pungently of these products.”
Pisauro said that on July 17, 2008, two
Marquis officials arrived at the site trailer
and tossed a severance agreement on his
desk.

“There was no basis for my termination,”
Pisauro wrote in an affidavit. “I was get-
ting the job done, and everybody knew it.”

When asked about Pisauro’s allegations,
the environmental consultants known as
ECC dismissed the charges and praised the
project as a responsible redevelopment of
a previously contaminated site. Marquis
denies that Pisauro was wrongfully termi-
nated, although the development company
declined comment on the specific allega-
tions in the lawsuit.

“He was legitimately terminated,” said
Shawn Boyle, president of Marquis Custom
Homes. “The allegations he is making have
no merit.”

AFTER PISAURO was fired, he retained
an attorney and alerted city officials to his
concerns about pollution at the site. Sev-
eral city departments convened to investi-
gate the allegations and visited the site. City
officials now acknowledge that a series of
“weep holes” placed every six feet around
the perimeter of the building create the
potential for rainwater to be filtered
through remaining contamination in the
soil. But they describe that possibility as
minimal. Documents obtained in a public-
records request show they were more con-
cerned about a possibility that Pisauro
hadn’t raised — the potential for heavy rains
to send polluted groundwater into the city’s
storm sewers.

“OEQ explained that the system as de-
signed was an open conduit for untreated
groundwater to enter the storm sewer
should groundwater levels get high enough
and that this was unacceptable,” wrote Al-
exandria civil engineer Daniel Imig in an
Oct. 2, 2008 memorandum.

At that point, documents show, Marquis
agreed to submit a revised plan. A carbon
filtration system has been added to the
plans to prevent the possibility of polluted
water from being drained into the city’s
storm sewer. A separate drainage tank is
also being installed to allow for the possi-
bility that water collected by the perimeter
drain might be loaded onto trucks and
driven away when the levels reach a cer-
tain point. And an active vapor barrier is
being installed.

“Whether or not the city’s actions support
Mr. Pisauro’s position in the litigation he
filed against his former employer is not a
factor in the city’s response to the report
regarding the potentially hazardous condi-
tions at the site,” said Spera. “The city re-
quested design changes to address the po-
tential futures and the builder agreed to
implement the requested changes, even
though the builder disagreed that the
groundwater levels could ever rise to a level
high enough to cause the water captured
by the perimeter drain system to get into
the city’s storm-water system.”

Pisauro is seeking $1.3 million in unpaid
labor and damages.

Pollution Threat Exposed
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