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Marylen Flood with her Boston
terrier, Beans, at the blessing of
the animals service at St. James
Episcopal Church. When asked
if Beans is a Red Sox fan she
replied, “No! Not in our house.
He is a Yankees fan.”
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Marylen Flood with her Boston
terrier, Beans, at the blessing of
the animals service at St. James
Episcopal Church. When asked
if Beans is a Red Sox fan she
replied, “No! Not in our house.
He is a Yankees fan.”

 Furry
Blessings

News, Page 3



2  ❖  Potomac Almanac  ❖  October 7-13, 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

By Ansley LaBarre

The Almanac

T
he 1956 World Series
remains a pivotal
moment in baseball
history, being the

only time a no-hitter was thrown
during the annual post-season
showdown of champions.
Potomac resident and author
Lew Paper focuses on this record-
setting event in his latest book
“Perfect: Don Larsen’s Miracu-
lous World Series Game and the
Men who made it Happen.”

The book is not a report of the game, but
a collection of the emotions engulfing 18
rival players over Larsen’s every pitch. Each
chapter takes readers through half an in-
ning of the monumental fifth Series game,
as told through the eyes of an anxious com-
petitor on the field witnessing baseball his-
tory.

“Everyone knows what happens in the
game,” said Paper of the Yankee’s 2-0 win

over the Brooklyn Dodgers who never man-
aged to land a man on base. “So I decided
it would be useful to add a human dimen-
sion.”

Paper says the players are “hard-nose
competitors,” who differ greatly from the
Major Leaguers of today. He finds incom-
parable value in the stories of men who

Author and lifelong Yankees fan Lew
Paper stands among the baseball memora-
bilia in his basement in Potomac. Behind
him hangs a autographed photo of Don
Larsen’s final pitch during the 1956 World
Series, a no-hit game that is the subject of
Paper’s newest and fifth published book.
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Potomac resident
publishes his
fifth book.

Author Pitches ‘Perfect’

See Potomac Author,  Page 4

News
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News

See House Razed,  Page 5

See Annual,  Page 7

Rich, Vivian and Gib Kirkham with their poodle
Sebastian.

Photos by Colleen Healy/The Almanac

From left to right: Max, Jack and Kelly Harar with
their dogs Jessie and Monty.

Annual Blessing of the Pets
By Colleen Healy

The Almanac

F
or over a decade, St. James Epis-
copal Church in Potomac has been
celebrating all creatures great and

small at the Feast of St. Francis, patron
saint of animals, with a blessing of the
animals service. Each furry creature was
brought up the church steps to receive a
blessing by the Rev. Cynthia Baskin. She

Natalie Jenkins hold-
ing Hermit the crab,
Tuffy the hamster and
Buddy the foxhound.

Natalie Jenkins brought her whole menag-
erie of pets including Buddy the foxhound,
two cats, two hamsters and Hermit the
hermit crab who arrived inside a giant
strawberry crab house. Hermit is being
blessed by the Rev. Cynthia Baskin.

Don Schuessler and Gus his
Gordon Setter from Scotland.
Gus has been coming to the
blessing of the animals service
for 12 years since he was a
puppy. He even helped out at the
church rummage sale by nap-
ping on a couch.

has seen a variety of pets over the years
including goldfish, chickens, ferrets and one
year when it was raining, two thoroughbred
racehorses where trotted into the church
hall to receive their blessing.

According to church member Dot Filbert,
this year there were over 60 people in at-
tendance. Their reasons for bringing their
pets varied, but all had a common theme
of protecting their beloved pets. Max Harar
brought his yellow lab to the ceremony be-

cause “Jessie runs away all the time and
she eats everything that you leave in
sight; so we worry about her when she
is away.”

Gib Kirkham brought his standard
poodle Sebastian because he “just got
an operation and I wanted him to be
blessed for a full recovery.”

All pets were well behaved — with no
fur flying.

Potomac Almanac Editor Steven Mauren

301-983-2600 or Potomacalmanac@hotmail.com

See www.potomacalmanac.com

By Ansley LaBarre

The Almanac

T
he Pennyfield House that stood at
mile 19 along the riverbank of the
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal was

demolished last Thursday, Sept. 28. As a
result of mounting safety concerns raised
for more than two decades, the National
Park Service and community groups
reached an agreement to remove the his-
toric facility.

Built in 1879, the Pennyfield House was
renowned for serving as an inn to former
President Grover Cleveland during his fish-
ing trips. But the building has long since
been out of commission, and Chief of In-
terpretation William Justice said the build-
ing was in poor condition when the Park
Service acquired the property over 20 years
ago.

Following standard procedure, the Park
Service exhausted various alternatives to
demolition of the Pennyfield House. Justice
said the facility went for review before the
Maryland State Historic Preservation Officer
on two different occasions, but that it was
the beyond a state of repair. In a memoran-
dum signed in 1995 by the Montgomery
County Historic Preservation Society, the
Maryland State Historic Preservation Of-
ficer, the West Montgomery County Citizens
Association and the National Park Service,
demolition of the Pennyfield House was
officially decided.

“We can’t and don’t just casually take a
building down,” said Justice, who also said
the staff time and procedures accompany-
ing demolition require detailed precision.

Although the Pennyfield House was

Pennyfield
House
Demolished
19th century building
called safety hazard
along C&O Canal.

By Ansley LaBarre

The Almanac

T
he banners are hung, the
party is planned, and
Potomac Day arrives in

just over two weeks. The commu-
nity is gearing up for its 29th an-
nual celebration, scheduled for
Oct. 24.

The span of typical activities are

on the agenda, the Potomac Vil-
lage shopping center will host
stalls run by local business and
food sponsors alongside the an-
nual car show, pony rides and vari-
ous entertainers. Children are en-
couraged to climb ever-popular
rock wall and hop on the mechani-
cal rides.

Across the street, Potomac Place
Shopping Center is hosting face

painting, a petting zoo, an inflat-
able obstacle course, Halloween
decorating, police department fin-
gerprinting and photo identifica-
tion to the tunes of a Reggae Band
and free food.

“Potomac Day is authentic to the
community,” said Potomac Cham-
ber of Commerce President Adam

File photo

Horses play a major role in Potomac Day celebrations.

Potomac Day Fast Approaching
Annual celebration to be held on Oct. 24.
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Blinds For Le$$

For Personal Shop At Home Service

Call Ellen Goodman
703-938-8304

Window Coverings

• Duette® Shades
• Silhouette® Shadings
• Country Woods®

• Mini Blinds

• Vertical Blinds
• Pleated Shades
• Luminette®

• Vignette®

Great Savings On Select
Hunter Douglas Products

Save $200
per Luminette® Privacy Sheer

Save $50
per Pirouette®

Window Shadings

Offer valid 9/25/09  - 12/15/09

Save $75
per Silhouette®

Window Shadings

Save $30
per Vignette®

Modern Roman Shades

Potomac Village Deli Catering

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner Catering

301•299•5770
www.potomacvillagedeli.com

      Home of Your
Corporate & Residential
Catering Headquarters

Serving the
Community

for over
35 Years

We need volunteers!
Need Community Service Hours? Adult help needed especially!

If you can dedicate some time please…

HELP! Potomac Day is right around the corner!

Saturday October 24, 2009

Contact Jennifer at the
Potomac Chamber of Commerce

in order to join the fun!
301-299-2170

News

grew up in the wake of the Great Depression,
served in World War II and often worked jobs in the
off-season.

“These are just 19 guys who happened to be on
the field and playing this game,” said Paper. “If you
know something about that guy, you appreciate so
much more when he comes up to bat.”

Paper compiled 50 interviews from surviving play-
ers and family members of the deceased, building
on memories of mounting anticipation with each of
Larsen’s strikeouts. He also referred to old articles
and tapes to chronologically reconstruct the game,
as the only other book written was by Larsen him-
self. It took six years for Paper to complete his book,
but as an avid writer since his youth, it is his pre-
ferred form of relaxation.

By trade, Paper is a communications attorney who
plays his share of tennis, golf and guitar. But he
pushes these hobbies aside, using evenings and
weekends to write. The Harvard Law graduate pre-
fers to listen to music and sit in his personal library
stacked wall-to-wall with books to create one of his
own.

“For me, it’s a diversion.” Paper says of the craft of
writing. “It’s a great way to get away from the pres-
sures of the office, it’s a completely different world.”

“Perfect” is Paper’s fifth book, but he says he has
no intention of it being his last. Aiming for personal
satisfaction rather than a best seller, the author says
he writes about what he knows. Paper’s favorite sub-
jects are politics, history and, of course, baseball.

To the man who has been an infielder since his
debut in Little League, baseball is more than a pas-
time — it’s a passion. Paper’s basement is decorated
as its own version of the hall-of-fame, where framed
jerseys hang next to stacks of cased baseballs signed
by Mickey Mantle and other legends. Paper says he
was able to further explore his passion while writing
“Perfect,” and stars ignite in his lifelong Yankee fan’s
eyes when speaking of his unforgettable interview
with catcher Yogi Berra.

“Those guys were the real deal,” said Paper.
“Perfect” has received numerous positive reviews,

and hit shelves last Tuesday, Sept. 29. Paper says the
story was written to fit the tension and drama of the
moment that has been named the greatest in World
Series history.

From Page 2

Potomac Author Pitches ‘Perfect’

‘Read, Eat and Give’
Potomac resident Carol
Leahy, program chair of the
Friends of the Library
Montgomery County,
speaks with David O.
Stewart, author and fellow
trustee. Leahy was in
charge of the “Read, Eat,
and Give”  fundraiser,
which featured a premium
beer tasting and gourmet
food. The event was held
Friday, Oct. 2, at the VizArts
center in Rockville.P
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Welcoming New Engine
The Cabin John Fire Department is celebrating the

induction of its newest engine, number 710, on Oct.
19. The pumper engine was purchased by the sta-
tion and will be painted blue and white to maintain
Cabin John legacy.

The Engine will be honored through a traditional
dedication ceremony, where firefighters will push
the truck into the firehouse under a water bridge
created by the hoses from other engines. The cer-

Week in Potomac

emony starts at 7:30 and is open to the public.
— Ansley LaBarre

Berliner Hosts Meeting
County Council Vice-President Roger Berliner is

hosting a public meeting Thursday, Oct. 15 to en-
courage residents to bring concerns and comments
to his attention, discuss local issues, and get ac-
quainted. It will be held at 7:30 p.m. at the Mansion
at Strathmore, 10701 Rockville Pike, North Bethesda.
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•Beautiful efficient Heat

10%*

Early Fall Gas Log Sale-Ready for Immediate Installation!

10/17/09 PA

Free In-Home Professional Estimate!

News

From Page 3

House Razed
roped-off with orange fencing

prior to the demolition, Justice
said old buildings have a habit of
attracting curious people and he
often found evidence of trespass-
ers who left graffiti or stole items
from the abandoned facility. For a
structure deemed so hazardous
that park staff no longer entered
the building, Justice says the mat-
ter was becoming one of life and
death.

“People going into the building
would have taken their lives into
their hands,” said Justice.

The range of structural issues —
termites, unstable walls, and a
collapsing roof — was evident
with the speed of the demolition
crew’s work. Half of the Pennyfield
House was successfully torn down

only an hour and a half after the
demolition began.

While Justice said he hates to
see the Pennyfield House demol-
ished, the C&O Canal Trust is of-
fering an alternative to the crum-
bling historic buildings with refur-
bished lock houses along the river.
The facilities accommodate a
maximum of eight visitors, and are
furnished with attributes of a spe-
cific historical time period. The
Lock Houses, like number 22 that
has a view of the former
Pennyfield House lot, intend to
offer visitors an interpretative ex-
perience of the Canal’s history
without the safety hazard.

 “By using structures along the
canal like the new ones,” said Jus-
tice, “we can make sure this
doesn’t happen again.”

Air Force Cadet Eryn K. Avjian
has entered Basic Cadet Training at the
U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado
Springs, Colo., in preparation to enter
the first academic year at the academy.
The six-week, two-phased orientation
program must be successfully completed
by the cadets prior to entering their
freshman year.

The training prepares men and
women to meet the rigorous mental and
physical challenges experienced by new
cadets.

She is the daughter of Robert and
Susan Avjian of Parsippany Court, North
Potomac. Avjian is a 2009 graduate of
Thomas S. Wootton High School,
Rockville.

People Notes
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Opinion

L
ast week, the American Cancer Soci-
ety reported that women diagnosed
with breast cancer are seeing increas-
ingly positive results from treatment,

with mortality rates continuing to drop, a trend
that began in 1990.

In 2009, I was one of more than 190,000
U.S. women diagnosed with breast can-
cer.

In June, still in the midst of a regi-
men of chemotherapy, I walked in the
Komen Global Race for the Cure on the Na-
tional Mall. It wasn’t the first time I had par-
ticipated in the event, but it was my first time
as a breast cancer survivor.

Now finished with my treatment, this is my
first October — Breast Cancer Awareness
Month — as a member of the club of more

than 2.5 million women in the country with a
history of breast cancer. And like the majority
of women whose breast cancer is detected
early, my prognosis is excellent.

Many, many readers and community mem-
bers reached out to me warmly over the course
of the year, and the support from coworkers,
community members, breast cancer survivors,
family and friends has been amazing and con-
tributed mightily to my health and energy
throughout my treatment.

But despite the advances in early
detection, treatment and mortality
rates, more than 40,000 women will
die of breast cancer this year in this

country.
As you think about breast cancer survivors

and feel empathy for those in the midst of treat-
ment, I urge the women reading this to be sure
that they are taking care of themselves, for
everyone reading this to be sure the women in
their lives are as well.

October Is Breast Cancer Awareness Month
Early detection is
key to success.

Early detection is the key. Breast cancer is
detected early by self-exams, by doctor exams
and by mammograms. Be sure you show up
for all of the above on your own behalf.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Editorial

See Watching Out,  Page 17

By Liza Wilson Durant, Ph.D.

WMCCA President

M
aster Plans must “reflect a vision of
the future that responds to the
unique character of the local com-

munity within the context of a County-wide
perspective.” Each time one of Montgomery
County’s Master Plans is reviewed and
amended, the County is careful to bring stake-
holders to the planning table to look at the
changing needs of the growing community —
our elected representatives are cognizant of the
need to maintain the tremendous quality of
life that continues to draw new residents and
corporations to our community.

Planning is accomplished through input from
all stakeholders, and painstakingly vetted
through several tiers of local government, in-
cluding the Planning Board, the County Execu-
tive, and the County Council. The process is
and should be driven by stakeholders, by the
character and evolving needs of the existing
community, and now, as never before, by
sustainability. One could argue that we have
built beyond our capacity in areas where lim-
ited pubic transportation, infrastructure, and
schools lower the quality of life. In Potomac,
we have worked hard to uphold the well-vetted
and prescient Master Plan we have in place
today, but if our neighbors in other sectors are
not as successful, we will be affected. Tens of
thousands of cars will spill into Potomac, our
air and water quality diminished, and our in-
frastructure degraded.

The Gaithersburg West Master Plan is the
latest to undergo this process — but in this
case, one must ask: Who is doing the driving
here? Is it the development and business in-
terests who, after all, are stakeholders and part
of the existing community? Or is it the local
residents in the decades-old suburban commu-
nity many of whom moved here long before
the commercial interests? Our County Coun-
cil will have to look close and hard at the fine

print to this plan to ensure that it reflects all
stakeholder interests and the unique charac-
ter of the local community, that it embraces
technological advances in building and trans-
portation, that it considers the county wide
implications of high density housing and com-
merce, and that there are adequate financial
resources to support the necessary infrastruc-
ture. There is a compromise, I think — an op-
portunity to find middle ground among the
stakeholders, but there is much work yet to be
done and particularly on the sustainability as-
pect of the plan. I am optimistic that our lead-
ers won’t let our neighbors in Gaithersburg
down. But we here in Potomac will be watch-
ing closely, as the quality of our life is as much
at stake as theirs.

Planning and
Zoning Report

By George Barnes

We are entering what may be a difficult time
for our system of zoning and the Master Plans
which we have been relying on since the
Wedges and Corridors concept was adopted in
the 1960s and which have guided and regu-
lated development and created the communi-
ties we now live in.

We are faced with a movement within the
Planning Department which would create new
zones, encourage densities far beyond what we
now have, alter height restrictions, and create
towering buildings in areas which are zoned
for commercial use but which are restricted in
height. Many more people, businesses, and cars
would come with these changes, and we must
be ready to take on some severe challenges in
the months and years ahead as Gaithersburg
West, White Flint and Montgomery Mall are
under consideration for expansion and high-
rise construction. WMCCA will be watching
these carefully in the coming year.

Gaithersburg West — Who’s Driving?

Gaithersburg West: This plan, proposed by
Johns Hopkins University, on the site of the
Banks Farm bounded by Route 28 and Muddy
Branch Road would, create a Science City of
very tall, high-rise buildings, dramatically in-
crease the density of this area, and wreak havoc
on the road system. The university insists that
only if a viable mass transit system is built
would this plan go forward, but the University
is, in fact, moving forward in the face of as-
surances from county officials, council mem-
bers, and state transportation officials that no
such system will be built because there is ab-
solutely no money to fund it.

Environmental Report
By Ginny Barnes

Forest Conservation Law reform:
Nearly five years after the sensational tree cut
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Get Involved
Here are a few of many local events in

October to support breast cancer awareness.

Walk for Hope, Sunday, Oct. 11, event day
registration, 8:30 a.m., run/walk begins at 10
a.m., Sunday, 4k run, 4k walk or 1k walk,
Cabin John Regional Park, 7400 Tuckerman
Lane, Potomac. http://
nationalevents.cityofhope.org

It’s too late to join the 2009 Komen DC 3-Day
for the Cure, which takes place this weekend,
but you can still donate, or sign up for the
2010 event at www.the3day.org. Thousands
will walk 60 miles over three days to raise
awareness and money.

WMCCA Meeting
The next meeting of the West Montgomery

County Citizens Association will be Wednes-
day, Oct. 14 at 8 p.m. at the Potomac Library.
If schools are closed because of inclement
weather, the meeting will be cancelled. Guest
speaker will be Donna Baron, coordinator of
the Gaithersburg-North Potomac-Rockville
Coalition (GNPRC) and creator of the
www.scale-it-back.com Web site. She will
speak about the proposed Gaithersburg West
Master Plan that includes plans for a “Science
City” on the site of the Belward Farm. The
Master Plan proposes to add 40,000 workers
and the residents of 5,700 housing units to
West Gaithersburg, which would change the
character of the community and bring traffic
for the entire area. While GNPRC supports the
expansion of the hospital and bioscience
interests, their opposition centers on the
development for 15,000 people on Belward
Farm and the problems associated with
bringing over 50,000 additional people to the
area. The public is most welcome.
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ROBERT BERNARD
JEWELERS

FALL SALE
20-40% OFF EVERYTHING

WE BUY GOLD & DIAMOND JEWELRY

Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
1079 Seven Locks Road • Potomac, MD 20854

Potomac Woods Plaza (next to the new Walgreens)

301.838.9696

LET’S TALK
Real Estate

For professional advice on all
aspects of buying and selling
real estate, call:

MICHAEL MATESE
Washington Fine

Properties
301-806-6829
Michael.Matese@wfp.com

THE ULTIMATE
REAL ESTATE
EXPERIENCE

When you are buying high-end
real estate, it is only natural to
expect the process to be a memora-
ble event. A skilled real estate bro-
ker can maximize the ease and
pleasure of your purchase by han-
dling every aspect of the luxury
transaction.

Your search for a suitable prop-
erty will be enjoyable when you
work with a broker who has a thor-
ough knowledge of the local inven-
tory of homes and the characteris-
tics of the area. If you are a ski afi-
cionado interested in buying a
multi-million-dollar home in the
mountains, you will want your bro-
ker to give you a complete descrip-
tion of the lifestyle in a particular
location so you can decide whether
it meets your needs. What ski
resorts are available in the area, and
what is the tourist traffic like in the
peak seasons? What advantages
does this mountain community
offer in terms of outdoor recreation,
restaurants, shops and cultural
activities? Your broker will show
you properties that exclusively fit
the architectural style, square foot-
age, views and amenities you pre-
fer, and preserve your privacy dur-
ing the transaction.

A knowledgeable realtor will
be able to offer you a taste of the
lifestyle you will purchase along
with your luxury home.

by
Michael Matese

Stunning, renovated
all brick colonial
located on 2.5 acres
in a park-like setting.
One of a kind dream
home. 5BR, 5 1/2 BA,
5000+ s.f.

Potomac/River Falls $1,500,000

For an appointment, please call:

Ellen McRae
703-241-8372
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News

Annual Celebration of Potomac Day Nears
From Page 3

Details

Greenberg. “It’s a way for the business
community to say thank you to residents.”

Greenberg said the goal is to provide most
activities for free, so the expected crowd of
four to six thousand community members
can enjoy the day to its fullest.

The 5k run will not be held this year, due
to a lack of interest in participating.

The Chamber also emphasizes the day as

one devoted to community service, and is
continuing to honor exceptional people who
display such a mindset in the Potomac com-
munity. The names have not yet been re-
leased.

WITH PROCEEDS always being donated
to a charity, this year’s selected beneficiary
is the Diener School. The school was se-
lected for its specialized approach to stu-
dents in need of smaller classes and indi-

vidualized attention.
While the Chamber noted they have had

a slight impact in fund-raising sponsorship
due to the economy, this year’s elite spon-
sors are the Geneva Day School and Dr.
Farzam Tamami of Potomac Dentistry.

Anticipation is at its peak for the parade,
and coordinator Elie Pisarra-Cain says it will
be led by this year’s new addition of the
Maryland Capital National Park Mounted
Police.

The colors, including Potomac’s own flag,
will be carried according to tradition by Boy
Scout Troop 773 and this year’s Grand Mar-
shal is Volunteer Fire Chief Jim Seavey, who
Pisarra-Cain says was selected in lieu of his
recent national recognition for dedicating
his life as a community volunteer.

So it’s business as usual for this year’s
Potomac Day, with a celebration the Cham-
ber says honors the community’s small-town
atmosphere.

❖ Parade begins at 10 a.m. and is expected to run for about 2 hours.
❖ The business fair, food booths, and rides run from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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Calendar

To have community events listed free in
The Potomac Almanac, send e-mail to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the follow-
ing week’s paper. Photos and artwork
encouraged. Call 703-778-9412.

THURSDAY/OCT. 8
Weekly Walking Club. 10 a.m. Walkers

of all levels are welcome.  Each
measured walk starts at the Center,
and bottled water and route maps are
provided.  There is no charge, and new
participants are welcome at any time.
The activity is sponsored by the
Friends of the Clara Barton Community
Center. At Clara Barton Community
Center, 7425 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin
John. Call 301-229-0010.

Blues Dance. $8. Beginner workshop
from 8:15-9 p.m. Dancing from 9-
11:30 p.m. Rotating DJs and
instructors. At the Ballroom Annex of
Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd.
in Glen Echo. Email:
info@capitalblues.org.

FRIDAY/OCT. 9
Contra Dance. 7:30 - 11:30 p.m. $9

admission. Lesson from 7:30-8:15 p.m.
dance from 8:30-11:30 p.m. Featuring
the Glen Echo Open Band. At the
Spanish Ballroom of Glen Echo Park,
7300 MacArthur Blvd. in Glen Echo.
Email: fndcontra@yahoo.com.

SATURDAY/OCT. 10
Used Book Sale. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Most

hardback books and large paperbacks
are $1. Regular paperbacks are $.50.
At the Potomac Library, 10101
Glenholden Drive, Potomac.

Swing Dance. 8 p.m. - midnight. $15
admission. Lesson with Tom and Debra
8–9 p.m., dance 9 p.m. - 12 midnight.
Dancing with Blair Carman and the
Belleview Boys from Ohio. At the
Spanish Ballroom of Glen Echo Park,
7300 MacArthur Blvd. in Glen Echo.

Travilah Oak Celebration. Noon to 4
p.m. Celebrate the Travilah Oak’s
birthday with fun and festivities.
Music, hayrides, pony rides, vaulting
demos on horseback, antique fire
engine and vintage autos, alpacas,
baby turkeys and guinea hens, the
C&O Park Mounted Police, karate
exhibition, Indian dancing, pumpkin
decorating contest, and more. The
great white oak tree is estimated to be
over 300 years old. At the Potomac
Oak Center, intersection of Glen and
Travilah Roads in Potomac.

Mathemagical Design: Geometry in
Textiles with Jennifer Moore. 10
a.m. to noon. Free. Sponsored by the
Potomac Fiber Arts Guild. At the
Potomac Community Center, 11315
Falls Road, Potomac. Go to
www.potomaccraftsmenguild.org.

Truck Touch. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Featuring exciting vehicles of all
shapes and sizes for kids to climb and
touch. $3/person and under 2 free. At
Suburban Nursery School, 7210
Hidden Creek Road, Bethesda. Call
301-263-9327.

SUNDAY/OCT. 11
Concert of Scottish Music. 4 p.m.

With Scottish singer Katrine Anderson
and Friends. At Cedar Lane Unitarian
Universalist Church, 9601 Cedar Lane,
Bethesda. Call 301-493-8300 or
www.cedarlane.org, or check out
Katrine’s web site:
www.KatrineAnderson.com.

Family Dance. 3-5 p.m. $5.  Spend the
afternoon dancing with your children.
Bring your entire family, neighbors,
church or synagogue group, birthday
party, and girl or boy scout troop. At
the Bumper Car Pavilion at Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. in Glen
Echo.

Contra and Square Dance. Newcomer
lesson at 7 p.m. Dancing 7:30-10:30
p.m. Focus on New England style

contra dances, and including square
dances, country mixers, waltzes and
other couple dances. Dances called by
Ron Bucanan to the Dead Sea
Squirrels. At the Bumper Car Pavilion.
Admission $12/non-members, $9
members.

Open Door Reading Series:
Settlement House.  2 p.m. Join
editor Larry Moffi and poets published
by Settlement House, one of the
newest independent presses in the
metro area. Readers are Dennis
Sampson from Within the Shadow of a
Man, Louie Skipper from It Was the
Orange Persimmon of the Sun, and
Sheppard Ranbom from King Philip’s
War. Free. Contact 301-365-8664 or
visit www.writer.org.

MONDAY/OCT. 12
VOICES 2009. 6:30 p.m. cocktail

reception. 7:30 p.m. dinner and
program. Guest speaker is Dee Dee
Myers, first woman to serve as White
House Press Secretary, and author of
“Why Women Should Rule the
World.” VOICES brings together
hundreds of women from every part
of our community who share the
same values: generosity,
responsibility to care for each other,
education and improving our world.
Sponsored by the Women’s
Philanthropy of The Jewish Federation
of Greater Washington. At the
Bethesda North Marriott Hotel, 4701
Marinelli Road, Bethesda. Visit
www.shalomdc.org/VOICES or contact
Lyn Watner, Director of Women’s
Philanthropy, at 301-230-7224.

Solas on Tour with Bearfoot. 8 p.m.
Tickets $25/advance, $28/door. At the
IMT/Kroeger Theater Jewish
Community Center of Greater
Washington, 6125 Montrose Rd,
Rockville. Call 301-754-3611 and visit
www.imtfolk.org

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 14
Jim Photoglo Performs. 8 p.m. With

special guests Ruthie Logsdon and
Greg Hardin (of Ruthie and the
Wranglers). At Branded ’72 (formerly
O’Brien’s BBQ), 387 E. Gude Drive in
Rockville. $18 general, $15 members.
Contact: David at
focusrockville@earthlink.net, 301-275-
7459 or log onto www.focusmusic.org.

THURSDAY/OCT. 15
Author George Pelecanos. 6 p.m.

Discusses his novel, “The Turnaround.”
At Rockville Library, 21 Maryland Ave.
Call 240-777-0142.

Blues Dance. Beginner workshop 8:15 -
9 p.m. $8 admission. Dancing from 9-

11:30 p.m. $8 admission. With rotating
DJs and instructors. At the Ballroom
Annex of Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. in Glen Echo. Email:
info@capitalblues.org.

FRIDAY/OCT. 16
Chiara String Quartet Performs.

7:30 p.m. Featuring music by
Debussy, Beethoven, Prokofiev and
Webern. At Strathmore Mansion,
Shapiro Music Room, 10701
Rockville Pike, North Bethesda.
Tickets are $28. Call 301-581-5100
or www.strathmore.org.

Contra Dance. Dance lesson 7:30-8:15.
Called dance from 8:30-11:30 p.m. $9
admission. Nils Fredland, with his
trombone, calls to Elixir, with Ethan
Hazzard-Watkins on fiddle, Anna
Patton on clarinet, Jesse Hazzard-
Watkins on trumpet, and Owen
Morrison on guitar. At the Spanish
Ballroom at Glen Echo. Email:
fndcontra@yahoo.com

Salsa Dance. 8 p.m. to midnight. $12
admission. Salsa lesson from 8-9 p.m.
taught by Keith givens followed by
dancing to recorded music. At the
Bumper Car Pavilion of Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. in Glen
Echo. Email:
searchernet@comcast.net.

La Divina Milonga Party. 8:30-
midnight. $15 admission. Argentine
Tango dance hosted by Fabio and
Jennifer Bonini. Beginner’s lesson from
8:30-9 p.m. Dancing to recorded music
from 9 p.m. to midnight. At Glen Echo
Park’s Ballroom Annex, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. in Glen Echo. Email:
Jennifer@foreverdancing.com.

 SATURDAY/OCT. 17
The Johnson’s 13th Annual Haunted

Forest.  7-10 p.m. Free admission.
Refreshments will be available and
candy will be scattered throughout the
haunted trails. Accepting donations to
these charities: Stop Breast cancer
Coalition, the Winston Churchill Boster
Club and National Autism Walk. At
11930 Cragwood Way, Potomac. Call
301-299-9164.

Potomac Fiber Arts Show and Sale.
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Beautiful scarves,
shawls, hats, wall hangings, hand-dyed
yarns, jewelry, clothing, table linens
and more. At St. Mark Presbyterian
Church, 10701 Old Georgetown Road,
Rockville.

Helping Your Adopted Dog. 3-5 p.m.
Free. How to help your adopted dog
build trust and confidence; how your
dog can learn new habits (and “un-
learn” old ones). At the Potomac
Community Center, 11315 Falls Rd.,
Potomac.

SUNDAY/OCT. 11
The Hayman Celebration. 3-10 p.m. A mini-folk festival tribute to the late Vic

Heyman and his wife Reba. To benefit the Heyman Folk Scholarship Fund.  Dr.
Vic Heyman, who died on Jan. 6, 2009, of Parkinson’s, was a Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Defense in the 1960s who later started a direct-mail company in
Rockville, and became a figure in folk music circles as a concert presenter. Tickets
for the show range from $25 to $125. At the Historic Olney Theatre. Go to
www.heymancelebration.org or call Sherry Panzer at 301-580-9401.
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October 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25, 30, 31 & November 1
7 P.M.–10:30 P.M. Most Nights

$15 Weekends & Halloween • Kids 8 & Under $10

15101 Seneca Road, Darnestown, MD
www.valleymillhalloween.com

Theatre

NOW THROUGH NOV. 1
Ferdinand the Bull. Performances

are Saturdays and Sundays at 1:30 and
4 p.m., and Saturdays at 11 a.m. Cost:
$10-$21. Charming musical based on
the book and lyrics by Karen Zacarias,
music by Deborah Wicks La Puma,
based on the story by Munro Leaf.  At
Imagination Stage, 4908 Auburn Ave.,
Bethesda. Go to
www.imaginationstage.org or call 301-
280-1660 for complete schedule and to
purchase tickets.

The Puppet Co. presents “Tiny Tot
Tuesdays,” a program designed for ages
0-4. The shows are shorter, the lights
stay on, the doors stay open and the
show is set up on the floor. Perfor-
mances on two Tuesdays each month at
10 and 11:30 a.m. Tickets: $5.

Tiny Tots @ 10! (Select Wednesdays
and Saturdays)

Wednesday, Oct. 7 – “Magic Toyshop”
Saturday, Oct. 10 – “Panda-monium”
Wednesday, Oct. 14 – “Teddy Bear’s

Picnic”
Wednesday, Oct. 21 – “Bunny Busi-

ness”
Saturday, Oct. 24 – “Monster Merri-

ment”
Wednesday, Oct. 28 – “Monster Mer-

riment”
The Puppet Co. presents “Tiny Tots @

10:00,” a program designed for our
youngest theater patrons (ages 0 - 4).
The shows are shorter, the lights stay
on, the doors stay open and the show is
set up on the floor!

Performances on select Wednesdays
and Saturdays each month at 10 a.m.
Tickets, $5, adults and children (includ-
ing babies).  Reservations strongly
recommended.  Call (301) 634-5380
visit www.thepuppetco.org.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 17
“A Touch of the Poet.” 8 p.m.

Presented by the Heritage-O’Neill The-
atre Company. At the Heritage theatre
Company, 8011 Old Georgetown Road,
Bethesda. Call 301-770-9080 or go to
www.theheritagetheatre.org

OCT. 27-31
Storyteller Alison Gee. 10:30 and

11:45 a.m. Show runs 40 minutes. Not-
so-scary Halloween-themed tales
especially for ages 2-5. Cost is $7. At
Imagination Stage, 4908 Auburn Ave.,
Bethesda. Call 301-280-1660. Buy tick-
ets online at www.imaginationstage.org
or by calling the box office at 301-280-
1660 daily from 10:00-5:00.

Adventure Theatre continues its
literary series with seven popular
children’s book adaptations. Experience
the journey from reading the books at
home to seeing the plays unfold before
your eyes. Book Club performances are
always on Sundays at 1:30 p.m. at
the theatre in Glen Echo Park. Recom-
mended for children ages 4 and up.
$10/family. Call 301-634-2270 or visit
www.adventuretheatre.org.

 Scott Suchman/The Almanac

The company of “Ferdinand the Bull” (from left to right,
Andrew Boza, Michael John Casey, Michael Perez, Renee
Lamont, Sara Beth Pfeifer and Ricardo Frederick Evans)
celebrates the surprise happy ending to Ferdinand and
Danilo’s bull fight  in “Ferdinand the Bull,” playing
through Nov. 1 at Imagination Stage.

“Toyland.” The Puppet
Co. Playhouse specializes in
live puppet theater. This adap-
tation of Victor Herbert’s
musical fantasy includes such
familiar pieces as “Toyland”
and “March of the Toys.” 40
minutes. Age recommenda-
tion: PreK – Grade 4.
Performances on Wednes-
days, Thursdays and Fridays
at 10 :00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
and on Saturdays and Sun-
days at 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Tickets, $10; group rates
available. Call 301-634-5380
or visit www.thepuppetco.org.

“Hansel and Gretel”. 40
minutes. A marionette adapta-
tion of Humperdink’s children’s
opera, full of magic, music and
dazzling special effects. Recom-
mended for grades K-6.
Performances on Fridays at 10
a.m. and 11:30 a.m. and on
Saturdays and Sundays at
11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. At the
Puppet Co. Theater. Tickets are
$10.  Call 301-634-5380.

NOW THROUGH NOV. 15
Go, Dog. Go! The production brings

to life the delightful, colorful world of
dogs through juggling, rhythmic music,
and dance. Performances on Saturdays
at 11 a.m., 1:30 p.m., and 4 p.m. and
Sundays at 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Tick-
ets are $12 for children 12 and under
and $15 for adults. Children under the
age of 1 are free. At Adventure Theatre,
7300 MacArthur Blvd, Glen Echo, in the
historic Glen Echo Park. Tickets can be
purchased through the box office by
calling 301-634-2270 or online at http:/
/www.adventuretheatre.org.
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Now Enrolling for Fall.
Call to schedule your

FREE PREVIEW CLASS!

preschool/
kindergarten

gymnastic

parent/
child

classes
grade
school

gymnastics

karate

sports
skills

development

parents’
survival

night
bithday
parties

winter
campscheerleading

dance

At The Little Gym, watch your child learn how
to tackle challenges with confidence and a smile.
Experience skill growth in a fun atmosphere.
For children 4 months to 12 years old.

Potomac Woods Plaza • 301-294-4840
www.thelittlegym.com/potomacmd

Schools

Fourth-graders at Green Acres School were excited to be a part
of “BSO on the Go.” La Milpa, an oboe trio consisting of

Katherine Needleman, Sandra Gerster, and Michael Lisicky, members of the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, spent two days in Green Acres’ Artists in Residence program,
engaging students and the Trio in a joint performance of an original composition.
During the visit on Oct. 5, the Trio introduced the theme of the composition, “Irish
Fantasy,” for oboe trio and recorders written by Jonathan Jensen, another member of
the BSO, as a special commission for the program. Between school appearances by the
musicians, all fourth-grade students will learn to play the theme and variations on
soprano recorders. The return visit to the school by the Trio on Monday, Dec. 7, will
feature a joint performance of the composition by the 4th graders and BSO musicians,
for an audience of students and parents.

BSO on the Go

To have an item listed mail to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Call 703-778-9412

The following students were
named semifinalists in the 2010 Na-
tional Achievement Scholarship
Program. These scholastically talented
young men and women now have an
opportunity to continue in the competi-
tion for approximately 800 Achievement
Scholarship awards, worth some $2.6
million, to be offered next spring.

From Richard Montgomery High
School:

Adoley Ammah-Tagoe, Jodie-Ann
Asher, Esther E. Carlson, Yasmin Dagne
and Katherine W. Eyring.

From Holton Arms School:
Taylor L. McTootle and Obianuju
A. Obioha.

Community members are invited
to Bells Mill Elementary School for a
community open house on Wednesday,
Oct. 21, from 7-8 p.m.  This is an oppor-
tunity for anyone who is interested to
tour the new school building. Bells Mill
is located at 8225 Bells Mill Road,
Potomac.

Max A. Brody of Potomac, son of
Dr. Alan Brody and Mrs. Cynthia C.
Brody, is among the 750 students who
entered Colgate University with the
Class of 2013 in late August. Brody is a
graduate of Winston Churchill High
School.

Rebecca A. Friedland of
Potomac, daughter of Dr. Robert B.
Friedland and Dr. Melissa B. Friedland,
is among the 750 students who entered
Colgate University with the Class of

2013 in late August. Friedland is a
graduate of Charles E. Smith Jewish Day
High School.

Tara D. Mamdouhi of Potomac,
daughter of Mr. Faramarz Mamdouhi
and Mrs. Mitra S. Mamdouhi, is among
the 750 students who entered Colgate
University with the Class of 2013 in late
August. Mamdouhi is a graduate of Win-
ston Churchill High School.

Giuliana Cortese, a resident of
Potomac, was among 150 students in
Providence College’s Class of 2013 who
spent their first days in Providence par-
ticipating in the College’s 19th annual
Urban Action program. The freshmen
and 25 upperclassmen leaders volun-
teered 2,000 hours on Aug. 31 and Sept.
1.

Cortese worked with the City of
Providence’s Parks Department to clean
Neutaconkanut Park in the city’s Silver
Lake neighborhood. Students and city
workers restored hiking and walking
trails, cleared brush and cleared out an
overgrown cemetery in the 88-acre
park, which was inhabited by Native
American Indians in the early 1600s.

Kyle Hardgrave of Potomac was
selected to be a Bronfman Fellow. He
was selected by the Bronfman Youth
Fellowship in Israel, and will participate
in an intensive five-week program of
study and travel in Israel designed to
develop future community leaders com-
mitted to Jewish unity. The program is
funded by the Samuel Bronfman Foun-
dation.

This year’s Bronfman Fellows were
selected from 12 U.S. states and
Canada, following a rigorous applica-
tion process. They represent diverse
Jewish backgrounds including Ortho

School Notes

See School Notes,  Page 11
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E-mail: biotechprogram@georgetown.edu
Website: http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

BIOTECHNOLOGY
One year program with rolling admission

Spring 2010 deadline is Nov. 1, 2009

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

From Page 6

Letters

Watching Out for Gaithersburg West
ting incident at Swain’s Lock spawned mul-

tiple efforts to bring about critically needed
Forest Conservation Law amendments, our
county government has utterly failed to enact
anything that will stem the loss of forests and
tree canopy in Montgomery County. The two
sets of amendments introduced last year at the
Council — one set from Park and Planning
(MNCPPC) and the other from Councilmember
Marc Elrich — are both dead. The time to act
on them has expired and would require an-
other lengthy process of reintroduction, com-
mittee action, etc. The previously proposed
amendments never made it out of the Trans-
portation & Environment Committee (T&E)
chaired by Councilmember Nancy Floreen. The
Committee (Floreen, Berliner, Leventhal)
seemed unable and equally unwilling to take
on the tough decisions so they punted the
whole issue over to the County Executive.
There it has languished for nearly 10 months
while Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) staff tried to design a matrix for use with
sites large enough to qualify as forest as well
as smaller lots with no forest but significant
tree canopy.

Meanwhile, this failure has affected the
Potomac Subregion in very specific ways on
critical development plans. Currently, Private
Institutional Facilities (PIF’s) like schools and

churches are largely exempt from compliance
with the FCL. Both sets of amendments under
consideration would have eliminated this ex-
emption, giving plan reviewers and citizens
alike a better outcome on expansion projects
like the Fourth

Presbyterian School on South Glen Road or
the Connolly School of the Holy Child, which
recently reached a controversial settlement
with MNCPPC for violating the meager con-
servation easements on their property while
still

being allowed to build an artificial turf play-
ing field.

Artificial Turf Fields: Over the summer,
this has been a growing concern as more and
more information becomes available on the
hazards, both to human health and the envi-
ronment. Artificial turf playing fields are es-
sentially impervious surfaces that generate
toxic runoff from the chemicals in their com-
position. They heat up when exposed to sun-
light and can reach temperatures of 160+ de-
grees, becoming a thermal threat to local wa-
ter quality and a health hazard to children play-
ing on them. The CDC cautions that all cloth-
ing worn while using them should be immedi-
ately laundered, no food or drink be allowed
near them, and signs should be posted warn-
ing users to act accordingly. Evidence shows
these fields also lead to an increase in the num-
ber of sports injuries.

Stormwater Partners: As a founding
member of the 22-plus organizations that have
successfully wrangled a new Stormwater Per-
mit for Montgomery County, WMCCA is active
in the Partners on the emerging issue of Envi-
ronmental Site Design (ESD) which a recent
Maryland State Law will require of future de-
velopment and redevelopment. While Mont-
gomery County has made progress with en-
ergy efficient building, we still moonscape sites
with little regard for existing ecological fea-
tures critical to managing stormwater, cooling,
and carbon sequestering — the most vital fea-
tures being trees, ground that filters runoff,
wetlands, and streams. If we preserve the fea-
tures of a site that provide the functions we
previously engineered after stripping that site,
we not only save maintenance and money but
come closer to the ultimate goal of
sustainability, our planet’s most crying need.

From Page 10

School Notes

dox, Conservative, Reform, Reconstructionist, unaffili-
ated and other. Traveling throughout Israel, the
Fellows participate in seminars and dialogues with
diverse rabbinic faculty. Fellows also spend a week
with a group of Israeli peers who have been chosen
through a parallel selection process as part of the Is-
raeli Youth fellowship, Amitei Bronfman. Bronfman
Youth Fellows are asked to devise and lead social ac-
tion projects upon returning home after the summer.
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Sports

See Sports Briefs,  Page 14

Q
uarterback Alex Kantor stepped
up and had his most productive
performance of the season. Run-

ning back Ryan Quinn has managed flashier
stat sheet showings, but still gained 74
yards.

Churchill’s 1-2 punch in the triple option
offense helped the team improve to 5-0 with
a 30-22 victory over Northwest on Friday.
But the Bulldogs also showed they
could unleash more than just Kantor
or Quinn, who have accounted for the
majority of Churchill’s offensive pro-
duction.

Matt Risk carried three times for 24 yards
and caught four passes for 71 yards. Marcus
Brown finished with one carry for 24 yards
and two receptions for 24 yards and a touch-
down during Churchill’s victory. The rush-
ing attempts were Risk’s first of the season.
The 24 yards marked a season high for
Brown.

“We were able to feature some other play-
ers that stepped up,” Churchill coach Joe
Allen said. “Matt Risk [and] Marcus Brown
were two guys that stepped up for us and it
makes it more difficult for teams to prepare
for us. Originally, teams just thought we
were kind of like a two-headed monster
[Kantor and Quinn] and it’s good to know
that we have several weapons on our team

that we can take advantage of.
“… Marcus is a player with speed.

He has the ability to stretch the field.
… Matt is just a great all-around
player. He’s a good athlete. He was a

running back last year, I moved him to tight
end this year. He reminded me about two
weeks ago that he can run the ball a little
bit and we gave him a shot in practice and
he did well. He’s also a very smart player
and he’s capable of learning things very
quickly.”

While several players touched the ball for

Churchill, it was Kantor who did most of
the damage. The senior completed 8 of 12
passes for 146 yards and two touchdowns.
He also rushed 16 times for 104 yards and
two more scores.

“With the ball being in his hands all the
time and the type of offense we run, he’s
always a threat, whether he’s running the
ball, pitching it or passing it,” Allen said of
Kantor. “That’s the beauty of the triple op-
tion offense and having a quarterback that
has the ability to make plays with his arm
and legs.”

The 146 passing yards marked a season
high for Kantor, who is in his first year play-
ing quarterback.

“He’s become more comfortable with the
position,” Allen said. “In terms of throwing
the ball, he’s making better reads.”

Kantor said hard work has helped him as
a passer.

“We did a lot of work this offseason, a lot

of different 7-on-7 tournaments and prac-
tices,” Kantor said. “It really built up my
confidence throwing the ball.”

Churchill travels to face Magruder on Fri-
day before hosting Wootton the following
weekend.

Wootton High Holds
Hall of Fame
Ceremony

On Friday, Oct. 2, Wootton High School
conducted its inaugural Athletic Hall of
Fame Game and Alumni Reunion in con-
junction with that evening’s varsity football
game against Bethesda-Chevy Chase. This
event commemorated 38 years of athletic
achievement and included an on-field party

By Jon Roetman

The Almanac

F
ollowing Monday’s
match against
Whitman, Churchill se-
nior Pamela Vranis was

asked to describe the relationships
among members of the school’s
tightly-knit girls soccer team.

Fittingly, a teammate was there
to lend a helping hand.

“Sisters” was how Alexis Shay
described the Bulldogs while
standing on the track at Churchill’s
Shepherd Stadium.

“Yeah,” Vranis agreed, “we’re
seriously like sisters.”

The Bulldog “family” improved
to 6-0 with a 3-0 victory over the
Vikings. Churchill, with a win
Thursday against Gaithersburg,
would clinch its first division
championship in 12 years, Bull-
dogs coach Haroot Hakopian
said.

Churchill, a team with only four
seniors listed on its roster, has
dominated its competition,
outscoring opponents 21-3. While
talent has been a factor in the
team’s success, the Bulldogs’ vary-
ing layers of continuity are what
seem to make the difference.

The surface layer is the Bulldogs’
cohesiveness on the field.

“They play very well as a team,”
Hakopian said. “The movement,
the defensive and offensive tactics
[are effective].”

Hakopian said. “I think her tacti-
cal awareness is the thing that
makes her so dangerous. If she had
[breakaway] speed, she would be
unstoppable.”

Shay, a junior, scored Churchill’s
first goal of the evening during the
24th minute.

“She’s sort of the thing that
makes us go on the outside,”
Hakopian said of Shay. “She’s very
aggressive, very aware and has the
ability to play the ball in space
with the right pacing.”

Sophomore Jenna Cantor scored
the Bulldogs’ third goal in the 76th
minute.

Hakopian also spoke of junior
captain Rachel Marincola’s impor-
tance to the Bulldogs.

“She’s my central defender and
the reason we chose to go to a
three-back,” the coach said. “It’s a
very difficult defensive system to
play because you only have three
defenders. She’s sort of my build-
ing block of the whole team. If I
didn’t have her, we would be play-
ing a different formation.”

Junior Nicole Andrews has 22
saves as Churchill’s goalkeeper.
Junior Krista Quicker has 11 saves
during her time as goalkeeper.

AFTER MONDAY’S WIN,
Hakopian reminded his players
they’re 80 minutes from a division
title. Now they just have to take
care of business.

“We have great players with
great unity,” Shay said. In the past
“we’ve said everything we wanted
to do, but this is the first year that
it actually came together. … There
is some pressure [to win the divi-

Vranis Helps Keep Bulldogs Undefeated
Churchill girls soccer: one win
from division championship.

Churchill senior Pamela Vranis scored a goal during the
Bulldogs’ 3-0 win over Whitman on Monday, and leads
the team with 11 goals this season.
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One layer deeper is the team’s
common focus.

“Something that’s a little differ-
ent than previous years is we just
all really want it,” Vranis said. “We
have motivation. We have a lot of
younger players who just really
want it, want to do it for the team
[and] the legacy of Churchill.”

AND THEN there’s the Bulldog
sisterhood — the core of the team
and its undefeated record.

“We have special little inside
jokes that only we know,” Shay
said. “That just keeps us unified.”

“We help each other with home-
work,” Vranis said, “with stuff out-
side of the soccer field.”

The Bulldogs, despite being jun-
ior heavy, are not lacking in expe-
rience. Tough luck with injuries
during the 2008 season forced sev-
eral sophomores into action, lead-
ing to a 5-6-1 record. While
Churchill was below .500, young
players received valuable playing
time, which is helping the Bulldogs
in 2009.

Vranis was one of those who
missed time due to injury last year,
sitting out the entire season after
tearing the anterior cruciate liga-
ment in her right knee. Now a se-
nior captain, Vranis is the Bull-
dogs’ top goal scorer with 11. She
gave Churchill a 2-0 lead Monday
with a goal in the 50th minute.

Vranis is “phenomenally aware
of everything that’s around her,”

sion], but there’s more excitement.
… We know what we can do and
we showed it tonight. If we play

like this Thursday [against
Gaithersburg], I don’t think we’ll
have a problem.”

Kantor Shines, Bulldogs Feature Additional Threats

Sports

Briefs

Potomac Almanac Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

See www.potomacalmanac.com
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ClassifiedClassified
Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.compotomacalmanac.com

Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

EmploymentEmployment
Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Tuesday 11 a.m. • 301-983-1900

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

FOR SALE

John Deere LX178 Lawn Tractor,  
38-inch deck, Kohler water-cooled 

engine, good tires, new battery.  
$850  

703-757-6506 or Fgaibler@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale 29 Misc. for Sale

3 RE for Rent

Bethesda, MD 1 furnished 
BR, 1 priv. BA, kitchen 

privileges $700 301-365-5427

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

34 Pets

REPTILE Show & Sale!
Live Reptiles,

Buy, Sell, Trade. Sat. 
10/10/09, 9am-4pm. 

$7.00/person Prince William 
County Fairgrounds-
10624 Dumfries Rd 

Manassas) 
Info: 410/526-4184,
PYTHONS.COM

102 Instruction

Former Berlitz teacher 
available Italian Lessons 

301-365-5427

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

Clean electricity
for your home or business

703-493-WIND(9463)
www.ElectWind.com

Windspire Vertical
Wind Turbine

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

I think (I hope, anyway), but I don’t really
know. In fact, there’s so much I don’t know
that not knowing how much I don’t know is
sort of comforting. Do you know what I
mean? As a cancer patient whose prognosis
and/or life expectancy is not quite what I
expected it to be six months ago, I can’t
decide if knowing more about my disease,
more about my alternatives, more about
how my body functions, more about the
effect of what I eat and drink (or not eat and
drink) has on my internals, is a help or a
hindrance.

The help is obvious. Presumably, the
more I know about anything and everything
relating to my cancer, my treatment, my life-
style, etc., the more proactive I can be. And
if I’ve learned anything, or rather felt any-
thing during this experience (you’ll note I
didn’t say descent), it is that proactively
moving forward is more rewarding, more
comforting, more reassuring than reacting
backwards.

However, I have to tell you, this cancer
business is extremely scary stuff. The more I
incrementally know, the more I exponen-
tially stress. And the one common bit of
advice I have regularly received throughout
this post-diagnosis/treatment process is, that
eliminating stress and remaining positive
(albeit in the face of some very disturbing
information), and preferably with good
humor, contributes (somehow) in supporting
the Immune System in its battle royal to fight
and ultimately defeat the invading cancer.

The hindrance is, or rather might be; if I
start becoming too familiar with the tenden-
cies/effects the cancer is having on my body;
if I become an expert on the various clinical
studies and their varying degrees of success
(or lack thereof) as well as the statistical
unlikelihood that I will live beyond a certain
timeline, I might lose my sunny disposition.
And my sunny disposition (again; if I believe
what family, friends, health care profession-
als and many cards and letters that I’ve
received have said) may very well be my
one unique ally in this war-of-hopefully-not-
attrition in which I find myself engaged.

How that sunny disposition and good
humor and positive attitude filter throughout
my body and attack the cancer cells I’ll
never know (or understand) and more spe-
cifically to the point of this column, I don’t
want to know. My concern is that a little
information in the wrong hands/head (mine)
might have a disproportionately dangerous
effect. And considering that I’m already dis-
proportionately – and adversely – affected,
I’d rather not do anything – or know any-
thing – that might hasten my demise.

Still, I can’t really decide how I feel about
not knowing versus needing to know. Yes, I
need to know. But if that knowledge has
harmful side effects (maybe even more so
than the chemotherapy) then perhaps I’m
better off letting the medical professionals
(who know what presumably needs to be
known) handle the details and let yours truly
handle writing the columns about how
much I don’t know and whether not know-
ing has its own reward.

So far, so good. What little I know hasn’t
hurt me. And considering how much pain I
could have had already (and haven’t), I’m
going to continue doing what hasn’t ailed
me.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Ignorance is
Bliss, Or Not
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

Nothing is too
small to know,

and nothing too
big to attempt.

-William Van Horne

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Email internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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From Page 12

Sports Briefs
News

honoring the inductees be-
fore kickoff.

The 2009 class of the
Wootton Athletic Hall of Fame
includes: Ralph Lary (’76, foot-
ball/basketball/baseball),
former NFL player Mathias
Nkwenti (’96, football/track),
Tom Anthony (’78, football/
basketball/baseball), Rhett
Ross (coach/athletic director),
Tracey Barrett (’94, swimming),
Jack Loudenburg (coach/ath-
letic director), Duane Flowers
(’78, football/track), Reagan
Ross (’95, basketball/softball),
and Pete Ridgeway (’95, foot-
ball/wrestling/baseball). The
1978-79 back-to-back state bas-
ketball championship teams
were also honored.

Mason Gets
More Carries

Potomac native and Washing-
ton Redskins running back
Marcus Mason carried twice for
eight yards during Sunday’s 16-
13 victory over Tampa Bay.

Mason has five carries for 13
yards on the season.

Mason grew up in Potomac’s

Scotland neighborhood off
Seven Locks Road. He attended
Georgetown Prep in Bethesda,
where he became Maryland’s
all-time leading high school
rusher with 5,700 yards.

Whitman Beats
Churchill

The Whitman boys soccer
team defeated Churchill, 2-0,
on Monday.

Whitman
Football
Improves to 4-1

The trio of Henry Kuhn, Miles
Davis and Michael Flack pro-
pelled the Whitman football
team to a 34-12 win over Blair
on Friday. The victory improves
the Vikings record to 4-1.

Kuhn completed 12 of 20
passes for 187 yards and two
touchdowns. Davis rushed 11
times for 118 yards and two
touchdowns and Flack caught
five passes for 109 yards and a
touchdown.

Whitman hosts Wootton on
Friday.

Churchill quarterback Alex Kantor, seen earlier this
season, threw for a season-high 146 yards against
Northwest.
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By Colleen Healy

the Almanac

W
ith a little help from Mother Nature,
an army of volunteers and the enthu-
siasm of local school children, the 1st
annual Fr. Bill Finch Memorial St.

Raphael Golf Classic teed off under blue skies. The
event was hosted by PGA Tour Caddie Mike “Fluff”
Cowan and was held Monday, Sept. 28 at Manor
Country Club.

All of the proceeds of the tournament will be di-
rected to the St. Raphael Building Fund in Finch’s
honor. Father Bill Finch died this year on Holy Thurs-
day from a massive heart attack. His
dream was to start a school at St.
Raphael Catholic Church which he did
in 2006. Each year the school adds a
grade and this year it has expanded to
fourth grade. The new Parish facility will
be used to help accomplish his foremost
goal: the building of the new Parish fa-
cility for the benefit of the entire St.
Raphael community. This new building
will house the new Parish library and St.
Raphael School, while providing more
meeting space for local organizations
and charities.

The event featured not only a golf tournament but
a golf clinic with Cowan who has been with the PGA
tour for 34 years and has caddied for golfers such as
Peter Jacobsen, Tiger Woods and Jim Furyk. As for
hosting a tournament, Cowan said it was “very satis-
fying to see the amount of players and from what I
have heard it went very well. Everyone had a good
time. The school will benefit. It was a nice feeling to
have been a part of it.”

Chairman of the tournament Michael Rose hoped
the day would be a lot of fun for golfers and non-
golfers. “We are very lucky and fortunate to have

someone of such renown and stature as Fluff Cowan
to host our classic. We will have a Q&A session where
players can ask Fluff ‘How’s my swing?’ and get tips
for their game.”

The evening reception “brought back good memo-
ries and celebrated the life of Father Bill. I think he
will be smiling at all of us from upstairs. It was an
unbelievable amount of effort by everyone on the
committee, in the parish, and in the community who
have embraced the tournament. There are so many
people in the community that attended out of re-
spect for Father Bill. It is a great tribute to him and it
shows how he has reached out and touched so many
people’s lives. They wanted to come and celebrate

his life. Everyone who was able to give,
gave. In times like this that is nice to
see.”

The principal of St. Raphael School,
Teri Dwyer, felt the day “was a phenom-
enal community builder and a great fund
raiser. With the new building we will
have the facilities to allow us to continue
creating our child friendly environment
so the kids can be engaged learners and
where we can use innovative teaching
techniques and technology. The golf
tournament was a beautiful way for our
new pastor, Fr. Meyers to get to know

the community.”
The children also got involved in the tournament.

The students and the Boy and Girl Scout troops
raised money for their new school building. They
broke piggy banks and held bake sales and raised
enough money to sponsor a putting green and a
hole at the tournament. When asked what he is
most excited about with the new school, first
grader Mak Krivka reasoned that “having a bigger
building will be exciting because it will be filled
with more people and more kids means more
friends for everyone.”

From Golf Balls to Parish Walls
From left to right: Mike “Fluff” Cowan, Michael Rose, Fr. James Meyers and Teri
Dwyer.
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Father Bill Finch
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On-l ine ordering
now avai lable!

20% off your first
on-line order!
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Drop off 7a.m.–7p.m. Mon.–Fri. and 7a.m.–5p.m. on Saturday at our Duke Street location in Alexandria or 10a.m.–9p.m. at our 7 Carpetland drop-off locations

VIENNA / Maple Ave
535 Maple Avenue West

703-938-6262

VIENNA / Maple Ave
535 Maple Avenue West

703-938-6262

VIENNA / Maple Ave
535 Maple Avenue West

703-938-6262

ALEXANDRIA SHOWROOM
3206 Duke St.

Main Cleaning & Repair Plant

SPRINGFIELD Carpetland
6347 Rolling Rd
703-752-1931

KINGSTOWNE Carpetland
6844 Franconia Rd

703-644-4200

BAILEYS Carpetland
5520-A Leesburg Pike

703-845-7999

MANASSAS Carpetland
8124 Sudley Road

703-392-7777

HERNDON Carpetland
1060 Elden Street
703-787-8001

ALEXANDRIA Carpetland
3230 Duke Street
703-751-1006

POTOMAC MILLS Drop-Off
2317 Potomac Mills Circle

703-490-3334
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