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Woman’s Club
Of McLean

Presents Holiday
Homes Tour
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Brick-by-Brick
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Woman’s Club
Of McLean

Presents Holiday
Homes Tour

News, Page 7

McLean native Todd
Peterson tells a crowd
of about 200 donors
to the nonprofit
Partner for Surgery,
which he and his
father started, about
the ways that the
organization has
benefited the rural
people of Guatemala.
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Get 20% Off
Total Purchase with this Coupon

at GNC Live Well in McLean
Valid from 12/15/09 to 12/31/09

6831 Redmond Drive
McLean VA 22101

703-734-6133

I know I’m not getting everything I need.
How do I cover the basics?

Bone • Joint • Energy • Digestion • Cleanse • Weight Loss • Memory • Sleep/Stress • Heart

Start here:

McLean

Dolley Madison
(Rt. 123)

Old Dominion
Drive

Beverly Road

G
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N
T

Old Chain Bridge
Road
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News
McLean Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or mclean@connectionnewspapers.com

See Partner,  Page 11 See School,  Page 15

By Sharon North

The Connection

J
en Herzberg thought she
was just taking on the usual
PTA volunteer stint when

she agreed to head up Franklin
Sherman Elementary School’s
“Buy a Brick” fund raiser this fall.
“I thought of this job of selling
bricks as my contribution to the
PTA, but … it is much more than
that to me,” she said. Some of the
donors’ brick inscriptions have
touched her deeply. “One alumna
dedicated her brick in memory of
her best friend since the fifth
grade.”

At 95-years old, Franklin
Sherman is the oldest school in
Fairfax County. The school
grounds have undergone many
transformations over the last 200
years. Originally the land was part
of the Salona Plantation where
James Madison spent the night as
he escaped Washington D.C. when
the British invaded in 1814. A
large encampment of Union sol-
diers also used the site during the
Civil War. In 1914 Franklin
Sherman School opened as the
first consolidated school in Fairfax
County bringing together the one-
room schools in Langley,
Lewinsville, Chesterbrook and
Spring Hill thank largely to the
efforts of then school board mem-
ber Franklin Sherman.

This year, the school completed
another transformation: major
renovations thanks to a county
funded bond issue. To cap off this
refurbishing, the PTA has launched
a “Buy a Brick Campaign” this fall
to fund the landscaping of the
school’s new interior courtyard.
The courtyard will feature an out-
door classroom, attractive land-
scaping featuring indigenous bat
and bird populations and a quiet
area with a table and chairs for the
teachers. The campaign runs un-
til Dec. 1.  Bricks are available in
two sizes for two donation levels:

Franklin Sherman students stand in front of the current
empty courtyard holding the PTA landscaping plan.
From left are Nam Tran, third grade; Max Toman, fifth
grade; Lauren Herzberg, third grade; Amanda Coughlin,
fourth grade; Henry Stockton, fourth grade; and Bradley
Lamkin, fifth grade.

Jen Herzberg and PTA
President Michelle Sandler
show the smaller brick.
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Building Community
Brick-by-Brick
Franklin Sherman Elementary
School celebrates 95th anniversary.

By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

I
n 2002, an elderly man blinded by cataracts
made his way with his grandson’s assistance to
a medical crew in the northern highlands of Gua-

temala, organized by Partner for Surgery, a group
founded the year before by McLean resident Frank
Peterson and his son Todd.

As Todd Peterson told the story to a crowd of about
200 of the organization’s friends and donors at its
eighth anniversary celebration at Lutheran Church
of the Redeemer on Tuesday, Nov. 17, the man iden-
tified himself as Francisco and begged the workers
to give him back his sight so that he could return to
his work in the fields. He said he had no money to
pay for an operation and hadn’t wanted to ask for
any because he was unable to contribute to his
family’s livelihood, Todd Peterson recalled.

The medical team focused on eye problems, par-
ticularly cataracts, because their removal was simple,
virtually painless and instantly life changing, he said.
Francisco’s case was no exception.

The man said he had heard of Partner for Surgery
but had been afraid to come ask the organization for
an operation because he thought it might kill him.
But after he had tried to follow the sound of music
to a recent festival and ended up lost, he had de-
cided to come anyway, he told workers. “He told his
son he would rather die than go on living like this,”
Peterson said.

AFTER THE OPERATION, dozens of villagers gath-
ered to see his bandages removed, and, “as he took
in the world around him for the first time in 20 years,”
the man grinned and began to weep,” Peterson said.

“We were all crying. It was contagious.”
“We learned a lot from people like Francisco in

those early days,” he said, noting that he and his
father had discovered obstacles such as a fear of sur-
gery, geographic isolation and language barriers
among rural Guatemalans, who speak 23 different
Mayan tongues. Spreading information in the coun-
tryside was difficult.

These were the barriers that Partner for Surgery
had to overcome for Peterson to be able to tell the
crowd at the Church of the Redeemer last week that
the organization had now facilitated medical atten-
tion for more than 30,000 rural Guatemalans, more
than 5,000 of whom had received surgery.

The inspiration for Partner for Surgery came in the
late 1990s, when Todd Peterson, who had grown up
in McLean and was then in his early 20s, served a
two-year stint in the Peace Corps in the Guatemalan
village of Paquip. He had a number of projects as-
signed to him but was given leeway to come up with
some of his own work, he said after the speeches
were over. One of the problems he had noticed, he
said, was “the inordinate number of people with cleft
lips, birth defects, men with hernias that prevented
them from going back to work.”

When he asked these villagers why they didn’t get
treatment, he was told that no treatment was avail-
able. The indigenous people also thought hospitals
were a place to die. Peterson contacted volunteer
medical teams in the region and found that they were
“terribly excited” about working with the rural popu-
lation, so he began working to connect them with
people in need in his community. “The first couple
of patients, there was a big collection for a coffin” in
the village, he said.

Late in his stay, after about 15 of the villagers had
undergone surgery, his father visited and they
dropped in on some of the patients. “My father sim-
ply said, as he was walking out the door, ‘I’ll see you
in six months. I’m going home to retire.’”

Frank Peterson left his work in civilian service to
the Navy and helped his son extend his work across
Guatemala, co-founding Partner for Surgery with
him.

He said the organization operated on an annual
budget of only about $150,000. The bulk of the work

About 200 friends and supporters of Partner for Surgery, founded by McLean resident
Frank Peterson and his son Todd, turned out for the organization’s first-ever celebra-
tion last week.
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Father-son team celebrates
eighth anniversary of
organization that brings
medical attention to
indigenous poor.

McLean Residents
Empower Guatemalans
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Opinion

D
uring 2008, more families
across the country were with
out enough food during part
of some months than at any

time since 1995 when the U.S. Department
of Agriculture began monitoring the extent
and severity of food insecurity in U.S. house-
holds.

Last year, 17 million households in the
United States were without enough food for
some part of some months because
they didn’t have the money to buy
food, up from 13 million households
in 2007. That’s 49 million people,
up from 36 million in 2007.

The numbers are almost certainly higher
now, as 2009 draws to a close.

The ongoing recession and loss of jobs are
driving an ongoing surge of families turn-
ing to food banks here in Northern Virginia.
There are more unemployed people in
Northern Virginia than in any other part of
the state, according to the Virginia Employ-
ment Commission. While the employment
rate is lower here as a percentage of the
population, this area still has by far the larg-
est number of people unemployed.

In August, there were 69,770 unemployed
people in Northern Virginia, with an unem-
ployment rate of 4.7 percent. The rate was
down from 5.1 percent in July, but up from
3.3 percent in August, 2008.

People have lost their jobs, are unable to
find new ones. In some cases people who
own homes are stuck, unable to sell their
houses because the homes are worth less
than they paid for them, and are facing fore-

closure as well.
Families have used up their safety

net, spent their savings. They find
themselves without being able to put

food on the table, and they turn to local food
banks, food pantries, churches and other
charitable organizations for their most ba-
sic needs.

Food pantries around the area have
launched additional food drives to try to
meet the need. Many local charities also
offer winter coats and holiday gifts, and are
also turning to the community to meet the
rising needs.

With the holiday season underway, it’s
time to help.

— Mary Kimm

Give Locally More local families in need right now
than ever before; thankfully, most of
us are in a position to help.

Where to Donate
RESTON INTERFAITH,
11150 Sunset Hills Road, Suite 210, Reston
Serving Reston and Herndon
571-323-9555
www.restoninterfaith.org

SHARE OF MCLEAN FOOD PANTRY
Located in the McLean Baptist Church
703-284-2179
www.SHAREofMcLean.org
P.O. Box 210
McLean, VA 22101

FOOD FOR OTHERS
2938 Prosperity Avenue, Fairfax, 22031
703-207-9173

LOUDOUN INTERFAITH RELIEF INC.
750 Miller Drive, Suite A-1, Leesburg,
703-777-5911, 9:30-4 Monday to Friday, 9:30-1 on Saturday,
www.interfaithrelief.org
In demand: Cereal, spaghetti sauce with meat,

18 oz. jars of peanut butter, soups, canned meat or fish,
100 percent juices, stews, canned fruit and vegetables.

❖ Herndon-Reston FISH (For Immediate Sympathetic Help),
703-391-0105_

❖ Our Daily Bread, Central Fairfax, 703-273-8829
❖ Western Fairfax Christian Ministries, 703-988-9656
❖ Northern Virginia Family Service, Oakton, 703-385-3267
❖ Our Daily Bread,

10777 Main Street #320, Fairfax, 703-273-8829
❖ Committee for Helping Others (CHO), Vienna, 703-281-7614

Editorial

See Letters,  Page 4

Great Loss for
Little League
To the Editor:

The baseball community has suf-
fered a great loss with the passing
of our good friend and colleague,
Phil Chisholm. Phil was a longtime
coach, board member and leader of
McLean Little League and the
McLean-Great Falls Babe Ruth
League. Phil was a consummate
gentleman, and his easy manner
belied his intense competitive spirit.

Despite his significant health
challenges over the last decade, Phil
never complained. Overcoming
enormous personal adversity, he
cheerfully fulfilled his duties on the
Boards of Little League and Babe
Ruth always greeting everyone with
a smile. We shared many exciting
moments together, from participat-
ing in McLean Little League All Star
Championships, to seeing a long
run of Virginia State Babe Ruth
titles, to throwing the light switch
for the Babe Ruth baseball field at
Lewinsville Park. Yet, some of our
most cherished moments with Phil
occurred while performing the
simple daily labors of love at the
ball park — raking the fields, or sit-
ting in the stands watching the new-
est crop of young baseball players
develop their skills. In Phil’s opin-
ion, one of the greatest moments
in baseball was watching an 8-year-
old catch his first fly ball: “He is so
surprised that the ball didn’t drop
out. He did it! That is what I want

to see.” The simplicity and beauty
of that special achievement totally
captivated Phil and reminds us all
of why we love youth sports.

Phil never had an unkind word
for anyone. He was always quick
to volunteer, and he could always
be counted on to go beyond the
simple call of duty. We are lucky
to have had him as our coach and
our friend. In the ledger of life, Phil
gave far more than he received.
Our community is much richer for
his having been a part of it.

Phil’s inspiration will live on
through his family, of which he was
justifiably proud but never boast-
ful, and through all of us, young
and old, who benefited from his
dedication to the game and his love
of life. Too often our expressions
of love for a person come at a time,
like this, of great sadness.  We are
fortunate that Phil shared his love
with us daily by his actions, com-
mitment, and perseverance.  He
left our world a better place. We
will miss him each time the call
goes out to “Play Ball!”

The Past and Present
Boards of McLean Little

League and McLean-Great
Falls Babe Ruth League

A Case Against
Public Option
To the Editor:

I am writing in response to the
opinion article entitled “Making a

Letters to the Editor
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Case for the Public Option” in the
Nov.19, 2009 issue of the Great
Falls Connection. The authors of
this article suggest that now is the
time to provide Americans a pub-
lic option in health care. I could
not disagree more. Our country’s
current economic condition as
well as the way in which the legis-
lation of this magnitude has been
crammed through the Congress
should be enough to give every
American pause.

First, our current national eco-
nomic state clearly demonstrates
that now is not the time to be
spending billions of dollars on a
new entitlement program that few
had the privilege to read before it
was brought for a vote. Our un-
employment rate has skyrocketed
above 10 percent, higher than it’s
been in a decade, the value of the
U.S. dollar sinks almost every day,
and the national debt is nearly $12
trillion and growing at a rate we
have not seen since World War II.
We already have existing massive
unfunded “promises” to guarantee
future entitlement benefits that
when added with liabilities like the
debt, total nearly $57 trillion.

We are headed towards a path
where our government’s only op-
tion to pay off its debt will be by
printing money or raising taxes
since fewer and fewer countries
want to buy our bonds. I know
proponents will argue that this
health “reform” will be deficit neu-
tral. I would love to believe that
health care coverage could be ex-

panded to all American citizens
without increasing cost or sacrific-
ing access and quality. However, I
am reluctant to believe that such
a utopia could be created by a gov-
ernment that can’t even get the flu
shot out in time.

More importantly, one only
needs to look at the mismanage-
ment and impending insolvency of
the Medicare and Social Security
Programs to see the fallacy of gov-
ernment efficiency and fiscal dis-
cipline.

There is also the recent Congres-
sional Budget Office’s scoring of
Sen. Reid’s plan. The CBO num-
bers start scoring the plan at the
time the legislation would take
effect, in 2013. However, the CBO
score does not account for the fact
that the legislation calls for taxes
to be raised immediately. This es-
sentially would be like giving a car
dealer $30,000 for a new car to-
day, but driving the car off the lot
three or four years later!

The suggestion was made that
having a public option alongside
private options would be very
much like having the choice to go
to Disneyland or a national park
for vacation. This analogy is not
accurate since, in the health care
example, the government or pub-
lic option, would have access to
endless streams of our tax dollars
while the private plans would be
subject to normal rules of expense
and revenue. The government op
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The Doctors of Patrick A. Correnty, MD LLC

Now accepting new patients. Insurance accepted.

MCLEAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATES, LLC

Patrick Correnty, Timothy Muir, Suzanne Wittig, Sam Pappas,
David Antonetti, Kimberly Houde, Caroline Caine

Proudly Announce the

Grand Opening of Their New Office

INTERNAL MEDICINE

DRCORRENTY.COM

703.992.0649
6862 ELM STREET, SUITE 600, MCLEAN, VA 22101

From Page 4

Letters

tion could use its ability to tax
individuals to increase their rev-
enue streams and would eventu-
ally, over time, drive all private
sector plans out of business. Why
in the world would we attempt to
copy the failing models of England
and Canada?

Second, we need to scrutinize
the closed door, non-transparent,
dead-of-night way the House
rammed their bill through the leg-
islative process. If this is such an
excellent bill, why did Speaker
Pelosi and the House majority
draft it behind closed doors, vir-
tually locking Republicans and the
American public out of the pro-
cess? Why was the 2,000+-page
bill made available to read only 24
hours before it was brought to the
House floor for a vote? Where is

the transparency promised by this
Administration? If the House Bill
is so wonderful, why does it
threaten citizens who fail to pur-
chase health insurance with a fine
of 2.5 percent of their income, up
to $250,000, with failure to pay
the fine leading to jail time? This
is simply un-American if not un-
constitutional. If this legislation is
so profound and good for the
country, why was it so narrowly
passed in the House, requiring a
$1.2 billion buy off in TARP money
for U.S. Rep. Cao from Louisiana?
This is not good governance. This
is reckless fiscal irresponsibility.
With our country struggling to
emerge from a severe recession,
the time to tighten our belts, not
spend more, is at hand.

Gina Ryan
Great Falls

Write
The Connection welcomes views on any public issue.

The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed.
Include home address and home and business numbers. Letters are

routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-778-9410.

By e-mail: mclean@connectionnewspapers.com
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703-938-1331
Web: ThePearTreeCottage.com

Mon & Tues: Closed•Wed & Thurs: 10 a.m–6 p.m.
Fri & Sat: 10 a.m–5 p.m.•Sunday: 12–4 p.m.

★ Antique, vintage & chic modern elements
for the home & gift giving

★ Ranked “one of the Best Shops in Northern Virginia”
—Washingtonian Magazine, Nov. 2009

★ Pear Tree Cottage has “just the thing for any occasion.”
—Washington Spaces Magazine, Nov. 2009

Pear Tree Cottage
130 Maple Avenue East

Vienna, VA 22180

STOREWIDESTOREWIDESTOREWIDE
HOLIDAY SALEHOLIDAY SALE

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
ALL MERCHANDISE

20-45%OFF

News

T
he Woman’s Club of
McLean is presenting
its 43rd annual fund
raiser, the Holiday

Homes Tour and Market Place of
McLean, on Thursday, Dec. 3, 9:30
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Honorary chairper-
son of this 43rd Tour is Dr. Marilyn

Jerome Foust, wife of Supervisor
John Foust (D-Dranesville).
Marilyn Jerome Foust is a practic-
ing gynecologist and a contribut-
ing member of the Fairfax County
community. The club is a non-
profit, 501(C)(3) organization,
and all proceeds from the Tour will

be allocated to local charitable,
educational and community
projects.

Tickets for the Tour are $20 in
advance and $25 on Dec. 3.  They
may be purchased by contacting the

Woman’s Club of McLean
Presents Holiday Homes Tour

The home of Supervisor John Foust (D-Dranesville) and
his wife, Dr. Marilyn Jerome Foust, is one of the three
homes featured in this year’s Holiday Home Tour.
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See Home Tour,  Page 12

Every year between Christmas
and New Year’s, the McLean
Connection turns its pages over to
the contributions of local students.
We are seeking artwork, photogra-
phy, poetry, opinions, short stories
and reflections. We welcome contri-
butions from public schools, private
schools and students who are home
schooled.

E-mail to: PhotoM@connection
newspapers.com, or mail or deliver
contributions by Dec. 4, to 1606 King
St., Alexandria, VA 22314. Please be
sure to include the student’s name,
age, grade, school and town of resi-
dence along with each submission.
For information, call 703-778-9410.

Be a Part of CHILDREN’S
(& TEENS’) CONNECTION
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Make your holiday gift buying more meaningful by shopping the Church of the
Holy Comforter’s fair trade artisans’ market and alternative gift festival!

Holiday Alternative Gift Market
Saturday, December 5th, 10am - 4 pm
Sunday, December 6th, 10am - 2pm

Alternative gifts for donation such as livestock, mosquito nets or micro-loans can also be found at this
unique market. Aid organizations Heifer International, Episcopal Relief and Development and Five
Talents International will be on hand to assist with purchases of these alternative gifts.

 Crafts made by artisans from more than 30 countries around the world,
sponsored by Ten Thousand Villages

Church of the Holy Comforter 543 Beulah Rd, Vienna, Virginia
703-938-6521

•hand crafted toys
•home décor

•jewelry
•accessories and giftsFeaturing:

Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

CravensNursery.com

Major credit cards accepted

SINCE 1973

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

35% TO 75%
OFF ALL Trees & Shrubs

3 CU. FT. Bag $299

PATIOS, WALLS,
WALKWAYS,

PAVER DRIVEWAYS,
TIMBER WALLS &
SO MUCH MORE

DRAINAGE
Concrete

Stone Masons
Brick Layers

Bulk Mulch
$1999 

Reg $2999 cu yd

Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates

ALL POTTERY 60–75% OFF

FREE

Our
Best

Prices
of this

Century

Off-Season Pricing

SHREDDED HARDWOOD MULCH

New Truckload TALAVERA

25%
OFF
BONSAI,
ORCHIDS

CACTI
PERENNIALS

Magnolias, Hollies,
Birch, Japanese

Maples,
Crape Myrtles

50% OFF
(Selected)

SUPER
SPECIALS

Hand Painted Mexican Pottery

Ask cashier for details

Buy 1 at Regular Price
Get 2 FREE

60,000 POTS

POINSETTIAS
GREEN HOUSE FRESH

6” Poinsettias
Buy One,

Get One 50% OFF

FRASER FIR
5’–11’
Fresh Cut
Superior
Quality

Live Christmas
Trees

FRESH
GREENERY
99¢ a Yard

Garland
Wreaths

Holly
Mistletoe

Send announcements to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

FRIDAY/NOV. 27
27th Annual Thanksgiving

Weekend Art and Craft
Showcase. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at the
Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry St. S.E., Vienna. More than
eighty local artisans. Admission $3.
703-560-4844 or www.nvhg.org.

Interactive Retelling of the
Thanksgiving Story. 11 a.m. at the
Frying Pan Farm Park Visitor Center,
2739 West Ox Road. With Glee
Mania’s Sue Cournoyer. $4. Pre-paid
reservations required. 703-437-9101.

Shane Hines and the Trance. 7 p.m.
and 10 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. E., Vienna. $12. 703-255-1566
or jamminjava.com.

SATURDAY/NOV. 28
27th Annual Thanksgiving

Weekend Art and Craft
Showcase. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at the
Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry St. S.E., Vienna. More than
eighty local artisans. Admission $3.
703-560-4844 or www.nvhg.org.

Our Daily Bread Holiday Food
Drive. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. next to
Safeway at Courthouse Plaza, 10376
Willard Way, Fairfax City. Proceeds to
benefit Fairfax United Methodist
Church www.our-daily-bread.org.

A Chanticleer Christmas. 8 p.m. at
the George Mason University Concert
Hall, 4400 University Drive, Fairfax..
Tickets $24-$48. Pre-Performance
Discussion held 45 minutes prior to
the performance. 888-945-2468 or

www.gmu.edu/cfa.
The Haddad Youth Ballet of Great

Falls: The Nutcracker. 2 p.m. and
7 p.m. at the Madeira School, 8328
Georgetown Pike, McLean. 703-759-
3366.

Boys Will Be Boys, I Saw A Ghost,
Used Up, What A Night! and
Light Up The Sky. 5:30 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10 advance/ $13 day of
show. 703-255-1566 or

jamminjava.com.
Sick Damage Turkey Stomp with

Viking, Young Enough, CJMilli
and The Grenade. 10:30 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $5. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

Lipizzaner Stallions 40th

Anniversary Tour. 2 p.m. and 7
p.m. at George Mason University
Patriot Center, 4500 Patriot Circle,
Fairfax. Tickets $24.50-$32.50.

Tickets are available at
www.ticketmaster.com or 703-573-
SEAT. www.patriotcenter.com.

The Grandsons. Roots rock. 8 p.m. at
Wolf Trap Foundation for the
Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. $16. 703-938-2404 or
www.wolftrap.org.

SATURDAY/NOV. 28
Jazz Pianist John Eaton. 8 p.m. at

Wolf Trap Foundation for the
Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. $25. 703-938-2404 or
www.wolftrap.org.

SUNDAY/NOV. 29
27th Annual Thanksgiving

Weekend Art and Craft
Showcase. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at the
Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry St. S.E., Vienna. More than
eighty local artisans. Admission $3.
703-560-4844 or www.nvhg.org.

Jody Marshall. 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. at
The Old Brogue Irish Pub, 760-C
Walker Road, Great Falls.
Reservations required. $15. 703-759-
3309 or www.jodymarshall.net.

Lipizzaner Stallions 40th

Anniversary Tour. 2 p.m. at
George Mason University Patriot
Center, 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax.
Tickets $24.50-$32.50. Tickets are
available at www.ticketmaster.com or
703-573-SEAT.
www.patriotcenter.com.

The Haddad Youth Ballet of Great
Falls: The Nutcracker. 4 p.m. at
the Madeira School, 8328
Georgetown Pike, McLean. 703-759-
3366.

MONDAY/NOV. 30
Marie Digby and Alpha Rev. 8 p.m.

Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $12. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

TUESDAY/DEC. 1
Colvin Run Community Center

Weekly Dance. 7 p.m. at Colvin
Run Schoolhouse, 10201 Colvin Run
Road, Great Falls. $10.
www.colvinrun.org.

Sloan. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. E., Vienna. $15. 703-255-1566
or jamminjava.com.

AIDS Quilt at GMU on World AIDS
Day. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at George Mason
University, Johnson Center’s
Dewberry Hall, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. More than 100 panels from
the AIDS Memorial Quilt will be
displayed at GMU as part of World
AIDS Day. Almost all of the 40,000
colorful panels that make up the Quilt
memorialize the life of a person lost
to AIDS. masonaidsquilt.com or 703-
993-1094.

The McLean Branch of the
American Association of
University Women Annual
Holiday Luncheon.11:30 a.m. at
the Riverbend Country Club, 375
Walker Road, Great Falls. With
Henriette de Bruyn Kops, a
researcher in the Dept. of Northern
Baroque at the National Gallery and
lecturer/ research associate at
Georgetown University. $28. 703-
356-0529 or www.mcleanaauw.org.
Nonperishable food, paper goods and
toiletries will be collected to donate
to Share, Inc.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 2
Line Dancing Classes for Active

Seniors. 11 a.m. at the Vinson
Dominion Hall, 6251 Old Dominion
Drive, McLean. Join a new community

program designed for age 55 and
over. Free. Wear low heels and
comfortable shoes. Registration
required. 703-442-9075, TTY 711.

Brooke Waggoner, Adam Levy and
Amber Rubarth. 8 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10.
703-255-1566 or jamminjava.com.

THURSDAY/DEC. 3
Great Falls Womans’ Club 7th

Annual Bridge Jamboree. 9:30
a.m. at Christ the King Lutheran
Church, 10550 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. The proceeds will support
the GFWC Scholarship Fund and gift
cards for the Fairfax County Shelter
for Abused Women and Children.
$40, including continental breakfast
and lunch. Prizes will be awarded.
Reserve with Karen Magley, 11608
Holly Briar Lane, Great Falls, VA
22066.

THURSDAY/DEC.3
The McLean Art Society will hold a

juried show with an opening
reception. The exhibit continues
through Friday, Jan. 8, 2010 at the
Ramp Gallery at the McLean
Community Center,1234 Ingleside
Road, McLean. 703-790-0123.

James Madison High School Wind
Symphony and Color Guard 30th

Annual Tiny Tots Holiday Show.
10 a.m. and 7 p.m. in the James
Madison High School Auditorium,
2500 James Madison Drive, Vienna.
Costumed guests include Rudolph the
Red-Nosed Reindeer, Frosty the
Snowman and more. Sing, clap and
dance along with the band. $5 per
person. 703-319-8897 or
tinytots@jmhsband.org.

Luke Brindley, Peter Bradley
Adams and Rosi Golan. 7:30 p.m.

Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $15. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

FRIDAY/DEC. 4
James Madison High School Wind

Symphony and Color Guard 30th

Annual Tiny Tots Holiday Show.
10 a.m. and 1 p.m. in the James
Madison High School Auditorium,
2500 James Madison Drive, Vienna.
703-319-8897 or
tinytots@jmhsband.org.

Graham Colton. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $12
advance/ $15 day of show. 703-255-
1566 or jamminjava.com.

Memphis 59 “Ragged But Right”
CD Release. 10 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10. 703-
255-1566 or jamminjava.com.

SATURDAY/DEC. 5
Epiphany United Methodist Church

Annual Christmas Bazaar. 10
a.m.-3 p.m. at 1014 Country Club
Drive N.E., Vienna. Silent auction,
crafts, poinsettias, wreaths and center
pieces, baked goods and lunch. 703-
938-3494.

Preventing Diabetes. 10 a.m. at the
Diabetes Center, Inova Fair Oaks
Hospital, 3700 Joseph Siewick Drive,
Fairfax. Delay and even prevent Type
2 diabetes with healthier habits
during the pre-diabetes stage. Two
two-hour classes, in which Certified
Diabetes Educators will provide
information on physical activity, an
improved diet and other positive
lifestyle changes. $50 Registration
required. 703-750-8800 or
www.inova.org/healthclasses

Our Daily Bread Holiday Food
Drive. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. next to
Safeway at Courthouse Plaza, 10376

Willard Way, Fairfax City. Proceeds to
benefit Reston Bible Church
www.our-daily-bread.org.

Person L, John Nolan and Brian
Bonz. 9 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10 advance/
$12 day of show. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

The Vienna Choral Society:
Hallelujah! A Christmas
Concert. 7:30 p.m. at the Vienna
Baptist Church, 541 Marshall Road
S.W., Vienna. Handel’s Messiah Part I
and seasonal favorites. $18 adults,
$14 seniors and children.
viennachoralsociety.org or 703-255-
5508.

Flint Hill Elementary School Craft
Fair. At 2444 Flint Hill Road.
Professional crafters, Secret Santa
Shop for children, bake sale, cake
walk, and Crafty Kids Corner.
Sandy.andrews@fcps.edu or 703-242-
6100.

Northern Virginia Country Western
Dance Association, at Luther
Jackson Middle School, 3020 Gallows
Road, Falls Church. Bring an
unwrapped toy for Toys for Tots. Line
dance lessons 7:30 p.m., couples
specialty dance 8 p.m., open dancing
8:30-11 p.m. $10 members, $12 non-
members, $5 ages 16-20 with student
ID. www.nvcwda.org.

Children’s Holiday Shopping. 10
a.m.-2 p.m. at Colvin Run Mill
General Store, 10017 Colvin Run
Road, Great Falls. Volunteers help
children find the perfect gift. Free
wrapping. 703-759-2771 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/crm.

Colvin Run Ballroom Dance. At
Colvin Run Schoolhouse, 10201
Colvin Run Road, Great Falls. Live
music by Arrow. Dance lesson 8 p.m.,
dancing 9-11:30 p.m. $15 dance, $5
lesson. 703-795-2003 or
www.colvinrun.org.

The Haddad Youth Ballet of Great Falls presents The Nut-
cracker at the Madiera School, 8328 Georgetown Pike on
Saturday, Nov. 28, at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. and on Sunday,
Nov. 29, at 4 p.m.. Emily Ngau and Aleksey Kudrin are
surrounded by lights during the snow scene.

Calendar

If you do not
get the
McLean
Connection
delivered to
your home…

FIRST
CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIP-
TIONS
are now avail-
able for the
first time with
timely postal
carrier deliv-
ery: $30 for
six months.
Help us meet
the costs of pro-
viding first-
rate community
journalism on
newsprint to
your house-
hold.

Call 703-778-
9426 (or -9427)

or e-mail
circulation@

connectionnews
papers.com
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Sports

Edric Wung (McLean) fin-
ished in a second place tie in the
boys’ 12-13 age group division of
the recent MAPGA Junior Turkey
Two-Day golf event at Fauquier
Springs Country Club. Ian
Hildebrand of Purcellville finished
first. Wung had a two-day total of
164, tying him with Errol Clarke
(Mitchellville, Md.).

In the overall girls’ division,
Shabril Brewer (Oak Hill) broke
away from the field and won by
eight shots over April Nimjareansuk
(Alexandria). Brewer started the

day with birdies at holes one, two,
and seven. She fired a 5-over 77 to
finish the event at 11-over par.
Brewer, a Westfield High student,
was part of the Bulldogs’ team that
captured the state AAA golf title a
few weeks ago.

Shannon Brooks (Vienna)
cruised to a victory in the Girls 12-
14 division with a two-day total
of 166. Her second round 81 was
a two-day low for her division.
Julie Luo (Herndon) finished nine
shots back with 175.

The Marshall High Boosters
will once again be sponsoring the
Christmas Tree Lot in front of the
school. Trees in a variety of types
and sizes, wreaths  and fresh gar-
land can all be purchased. Need a
stocking stuffer? How about some
Marshall Spirit wear or the White
House ornament? The tree lot will
be open seven days a week until
all trees are sold. Hours of opera-
tion are Saturdays and Sundays
from 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; Mondays-Fri-
days from 5:30-8 p.m. All proceeds
from the tree lot will go directly

into the Marshall students’ activi-
ties account, which sponsors 21
teams and a variety of clubs with
the purchase of uniforms and
equipment, field maintenance,
capital improvements and travel
needs to competitions. In addition,
the purchase of White House
Christmas Ornaments will directly
support Marshall’s All Night
Graduation Celebration. Contact
Christmas Tree Chair Ellen
Loszynski at ejloszynski@msn.com
for any further information.

The McLean High Athletic
Boosters’ Golf Classic fund-rais-
ing event took place Oct. 23 at the
Reston National Golf Course. The
day of golf featured a best ball
team format, awards, gift bag,
lunch and appetizers after the
tournament. Funds raised will go
towards upgrades to McLean High
athletic facilities, such as improve-
ments to the stadium entrance, an
asphalt walkway between the
baseball and softball fields, re-sur-
facing of the tennis courts and the
purchase of new scoreboards.

Sports Roundups

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

M
cLean High softball
coach Maurice Tawil an
nounced that senior short
stop Lauren McColgan

has signed a National Letter of Intent to play
softball at Div. 1 George Mason University.
McColgan will play her senior season at
McLean this spring. She has been the High-
landers’ starting shortstop since her arrival
in 2007 and will be a team captain for a
second year in a row.

Over her first three years at McLean,
McColgan accumulated numerous recogni-
tion awards. Specifically, as a junior in the
spring season of 2009, McColgan’s out-
standing performance was rewarded as she
was named Liberty District Player of the
Year, First Team All-Northern Region, and
All-State. She led the Highlanders with a
.494 batting average, .578 on-base percent-
age and 23 stolen bases out of 24 attempts.

During the recruiting process, Coach
Tawil told GMU head coach Joe Verbanic,
“I hope Lauren McColgan does for your pro-
gram what she has done for our program.”

McColgan started playing ball when she
was 8. She played for McLean Little League
from 2000-04. In 2004, she was on the All-
Star team that made it to the World Series
in Portland, Ore. for the first time in McLean
history. In the fall 2004, McColgan joined
the Vienna Stars travel team. For the past
five years, while playing for the Stars,
McColgan has played in many high profile
tournaments and has done some extensive
traveling. Her travels include tournaments
in Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Pennsyl-
vania, North Carolina, South Carolina, New
Jersey, New York, Florida, Tennessee, Ken-
tucky, Oklahoma, Colorado, Oregon and Il-
linois.

McColgan, also known as “Mac,” cur-
rently plays on the 18-under Vienna Stars
Gold team, coached by Tony Rollins.

Other schools that were interested in
McColgan included Bucknell University,
LaSalle, Fairleigh Dickenson, Longwood,
Coastal Carolina and Providence.

McLean High’s Hanna Longwell will
play women’s lacrosse at Colgate Univer-
sity. The Colgate Raiders are the reigning
2009 Patriot League Women’s Lacrosse
Champions.

“I am so excited to have committed to
Colgate University,” said Longwell. “I love
the coaches and the welcoming atmosphere
on campus and can’t wait to be part of the
team. I feel really lucky to have the oppor-
tunity to make a contribution at a school
with such excellent academics and such an
extremely competitive lacrosse program,
and I am thankful for all the support that I
have gotten from my high school and club
coaches during the recruiting process.”

Anne Inzerello, McLean’s head varsity la-
crosse coach, is impressed with Longwell’s
efforts and ability.

“When I first met Hanna her freshman
year at tryouts, she shook my hand and in-
troduced herself,” said Inzerello. “At that

moment, I knew two things. First, she was
one of the smallest goalies I had ever seen.
And second, that she was tough. As I got
to know Hanna better throughout that
first season and the years to follow, I
learned many more things about her. Not
only is she both tiny and tough, she is te-
nacious as well.”

Longwell has given her best to continue
to improve as a player and as a teammate.

“Hanna works hard and accepts noth-
ing less than perfection,” said her coach.
“As a result, she is very goal-driven. But
she doesn’t give her goals lip service alone,
she practices and plays to achieve them.
She constantly tries to improve herself and
encourage teammates. She inspires and
motivates those around her with her
words and example and gives them the
support they need to accomplish their own
goals. She has a positive attitude that is
contagious. She can buoy her defense and
cement and motivate a team in disheart-
ening circumstances. Hanna seeks chal-
lenges and loves nothing more than great
competition. She exudes a supreme con-
fidence on the field, but is never cocky.
She just simply doesn’t know how to be

intimidated. Hanna’s achievements and
merit have been recognized by many and
in various venues over the years. As the
starting goalie on varsity since her fresh-
man year, she has been watched and ad-
mired by many during her high school ca-
reer.”

Longwell’s lacrosse achievements include:
First Team All-Liberty District every year;
team MVP as a sophomore; and All-North-
ern Region Goalie of the Year as a junior.

“As coaches, we feel very lucky to have
had Hanna play for us and we are looking
forward to her final season as a senior,” said
Inzerello. “We are excited for the next chap-
ter in her lacrosse career and know that
Colgate is very lucky to have her.  Congratu-
lations, Hanna.”

Longwell is a captain of both the varsity
lacrosse and cheer teams, and has competed
as a member of the gymnastics team. She
is currently on target to earn 13 varsity let-
ters during her high school career, qualify-
ing her for McLean’s prestigious Angus
Award. McLean Director of Activities Tom
Herman believes that this may be a school

record for the most varsity letters earned.
Hanna has devoted an enormous amount

of time to lacrosse training, practices, camps
and tournaments. In addition to high school
lacrosse, she has played for Capital La-
crosse, M&D Lacrosse, Potomac Power,
McLean Magic and Stars Lacrosse, at one
point playing on four travel teams simulta-
neously.

Crediting McLean Youth Lacrosse Coach
Bucky Morris for sparking her interest in
lacrosse in the third grade, Longwell re-
ceived excellent instruction and began hon-
ing her skills early. As an 11-year old, she
was selected to the U-13 National Festival
Team, and to the U-15 National Festival
Team as a 12-year old. She was goalkeeper
for Morris’ undefeated 2006 NVYLL McLean
Youth League U-15A Champions during
their 11-0 season. Over each of the past
three years, Longwell has earned a spot on
the U.S. Lacrosse Women’s Division Na-
tional High School Team for the Mid-Atlan-
tic Region.

The Longwell are keeping it all in the fam-
ily. Hanna will join her sister, Alexis, at
Colgate. A 2009 graduate of McLean, Alexis
Longwell is currently a soccer goalkeeper
for the Colgate Raiders. Younger brother,
Robert, is a freshman at McLean.

Sean Fitzgerald, a McLean High senior,
recently signed to play college baseball at
Notre Dame. Last spring, Fitzgerald was
named the Liberty District Pitcher of the
Year. He earned both First Team All-Liberty
District and Northern Region accolades,
while also earning Honorable Mention All-
State honors.

A year earlier, as a sophomore, Fitzgerald
was named both First Team All-District and
Second Team All-Region as a utility player.
And as a freshman in 2007, he made Sec-
ond Team All-District utility.

Fitzgerald is McLean’s all-time career
leader in wins entering his senior year with
19.

McLean High senior Chris Russo
recently signed to play college baseball at
the Virginia Military Institute. Russo, as a
junior last spring, earned First Team All-Lib-
erty District recognition as a second
baseman, and was Honorable Mention All-
Region. In 2008, as a sophomore, he was
named Second Team All-District (utility).

McColgan Commits to Play Softball at GMU
Hanna Longwell will
play women’s
lacrosse at Colgate.

McLean High softball shortstop
Lauren McColgan has signed a
national letter of intent to play the
sport at George Mason University.
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

 Assemblies of God
  Arlington Assembly of God...703-524-1667

  Calvary Gospel Church...703-525-6636

Baptist
Bon Air Baptist Church...703-525-8079
McLean Baptist Church...703-356-8080

Buddhism
The Vajrayogini Buddhist Center

202-331-2122

 Churches- Catholic
St. Agnes Catholic Church...703-525-1166

Cathedral of St Thomas More...703-525-1300
Our Lady of Lourdes...703-684-9261
Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic

703-979-5580
St Ann Catholic Church...703-528-6276

St. Charles Catholic Church...703-527-5500

Church of Christ
Arlington Church of Christ...703-528-0535

 Church of God- Anderson, Indiana
Church of God...703-671-6726

 Churches-Episcopal
St Andrew Episcopal Church...703-522-1600

St George   Episcopal Church...703- 525-8286
St Johns Episcopal Church...703-671-6834
St Mary Episcopal Church...703-527-6800

Churches-Episcopal
St Michael S Episcopal Church

703-241-2474
St Paul Episcopal Church...703-820-2625

St Peter’s Episcopal Church...703-536-6606
St Thomas Episcopal Church...703-442-0330

Trinity Episcopal Church...703-920-7077

 Churches Lutheran(ELCA)
Advent Lutheran Church...703-521-7010
Faith Lutheran Church...703-525-9283

German Lutheran Church...703-276-8952
Resurrection Lutheran Church...703-532-5991

Churches Lutheran(Missouri, Synod)
Our Savior Lutheran Church...703-892-4846

Churches-Nazarene
Arlington First Church of

 the Nazarene... 703-525-2516

Church- Brethren
Church of The Brethren...703-524-4100

Churches-Baptist
 Arlington Baptist Church...703-979-7344

  Cherrydale Baptist Church...703-525-8210
  First Baptist of Ballston...703-525-7824
  Mt. Zion Baptist Church...703-979-7411

Churches -Baptist-Free Will
  Bloss Memorial Free Will

Baptist Church...703-527-7040

Churches- Presbyterian
Arlington Presbyterian Church...703-920-5660

Church of Covenant ...703-524-4115

To highlight your Faith Community call Karen at 703-917-6468

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy
5312 North 10th Street
Arlington Virginia 22205
Parish Office: (703) 528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
www.rc.net/arlington/stann

All Are
Welcome!

Clarendon Presbyterian Church
703-527-9513

Little Falls Presbyterian Church
703-538-5230

Trinity Presbyterian Church...703-536-5600
Westminster Presbyterian ... 703-549-4766

Churches- Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington

703-892-2565

Churches-United Methodist
Charles Wesley United Methdist

...703-356-6336
Calvary United Methdist...703-892-5185

Cherrydale United Methodist...703-527-2621
Chesterbrook United Methodist

...703-356-7100
Clarendon United Methodist...703-527-8574
Community United Methodist...703-527-1085
Mt. Olivet United Methodist...703-527-3934

Trinity United Methodist...703-356-3312
Walker Chapel United Methodist

...703-538-5200

Churches- United Church of Christ
Bethel United Church of Christ

...703-528-0937
Rock Spring Congregational

United Church of Christ...703-538-4886

Metaphysical
 Arlington Metaphysical Chapel

...703-276-8738

Presbyterian Church
in America Churches

Christ Church of Arlington...703-527-0420

Synagogues - Conservative
 Congregation Etz Hayim...703-979-4466

Synagogues - Orthodox
Fort Myer Minyan...703-863-4520

Chabad Luvavitch of Alexandria-Arlington
...703-370-2774

Synagogue - Reconstructionist
Kol Ami, the North Virginia

Reconstructionist Community
... 571-271-8387

News

was to connect volunteers with
the villagers who needed their ser-
vices, he said. “They bring in the
doctors, we bring in the patients.”
Clinical teams pay their own ex-
penses, and surgeries are given for
free. A villager who transports a
patient gets a payment of about
$10.

IN 2005, Partner for Surgery
founded and now funds a Guate-
malan sister organization,
Compañero en Salud, or Partner
in Health. The Guatemalan orga-
nization is better able to hire work
in the country and gain the trust
of villagers, Frank Peterson said.

One of the two groups’ latest
projects, Todd Peterson told the
crowd, is a program to feed chil-
dren with cleft palates. Because of
their lip deformities, these chil-
dren often cannot produce enough
suction to breastfeed. “If they can’t
breastfeed, they’re in dire circum-
stances,” he said, noting that a
day’s worth of baby formula could
cost as much as a week’s worth of
work. “A lot of them simply don’t
make it through the first month.”

Last year, a program was created
to supply formula and feed these
children, he said.

Also speaking at the celebration
was Guatemalan ambassador to
the United States Francisco
Villagrán de León, who said he had
first learned of Partner for Surgery
in the same church where he was
speaking. “I was very impressed
then, and I’m even more impressed
now,” he said. Thanking the orga-
nization on behalf of the Guate-
malan government, he said Part-
ner for Surgery and Compañero en
Salud filled “a critical void” in a
country where many had no access
to health care. Also, he noted
Frank Peterson’s success in recruit-
ing prominent Guatemalans to
serve with Compañero en Salud,
such as its president, Evelina
Gonzalez de Herrera, widow of
surgical pioneer Dr. Rodolfo
Herrera-Llerandi.

When she spoke, Gonzales de
Herrara hailed the “young Ameri-
can who came with the Peace
Corps” and “helped far beyond
what we expected.”

In Guatemala, Frank Peterson
told the crowd, one in 10 children
die in their first year. Cancer treat-

ment is unavailable to most, and
the most common instance of the
disease is cervical cancer, he said,
noting that thousands of women
were now screened through his or-
ganization.

While it was common for people
everywhere to witness suffering
and say that “someone should do
something,” he said, “We use the
magic of collaboration, the shar-
ing of activities, to get done what
none of us could do on our own.”

“There is no effort too small to
acknowledge and no contribution
too small to make a difference,”
the elder Peterson told the audi-
ence.

PARTNER FOR SURGERY De-
velopment Committee Chair Mark
Weischedel said he had tried to
pinpoint what made his organiza-
tion different and effective in Gua-
temala. “In a word, it’s magic,” he
said, noting that the group relied
on the collaboration of many dif-
ferent groups across cultural lines.
However, he said, difficult eco-
nomic times threatened the long-
term existence of the organization.

“Only you can keep the magic
going,” Weischedel said to the
organization’s supporters.

From Page 3

Partner for Surgery ‘Keeps Magic Going’
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MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

Informational
Lunch

Tuesday,
December 15th

RSVP
703-578-7201

Pre-School Open House
Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2009

News

Club’s Web site at
www.mcleanwc.org, or at any of the
following locations: Mesmeralda’s
of McLean, Karin’s Florist of Vienna,
Great Dogs of Great Falls, and Stifel
and Capra of Falls Church.

Three homes in McLean have
been selected. The club members
have tastefully decorated each
home.

First, is the Foust home. This
five-bedroom house is decorated
with Chinese accents throughout.
It is a home that speaks of warmth
for family and elegance for enter-
taining. Its gardens feature a wa-
terfall, swimming pool with hot
tub and a view of surrounding
nature.

The second selection is The Oc-
tagon House, home of Susan Coo-
per. This is one-of-a-kind house,
which was completed in 2008.
This eight-sided house is white
with a red metal roof.  It features
a wrap around covered porch, also
a large breezeway connecting to
the two-story garage. The
entranceway features an atrium
and an elevator. Looking at the
floor you see red tile spokes lead-
ing from a center point to each
corner of the house. The living
room features a large painting of
Renoir’s “The Luncheon of The
Boating Party,” with the party
members depicted as Coopers fam-
ily and friends.  This home is made
for entertaining.

Lastly, the contemporary home
of Chuck and Sandy Sieber. This
is the second home the couple has
designed and had built in McLean.
The house features Tennessee flag-
stone walkway, a two-story fire-
place of Maryland stone, which
also accents the front of the house,
Chinese counter tops and Mexican
tile in the kitchen, crystal chande-
lier from Italy. Asian décor in the
media room contains gifts from
her father who served in Vietnam.
The collection and treasures in this
house must be seen.

Holiday
Homes Tour
From Page 7

Market Place
The Market Place is located once

again at Trinity United Methodist
Church, Dolly Madison Boulevard
(Route 123). The Market Place is free to
the public, open 9:30 a.m.-3:30p.m.
Parking is available. Last minute tickets
for the Tour may be purchased at the
Market Place. Eight vendors will be of-
fering a selection of gifts for Christmas.
Grandma’s Attic features collectibles
from club members at a low price. The
Silent Auction offers valuable items do-
nated by merchants, members,
restaurants and other area participants.
The Country Kitchen will have baked
goods, preserves and other items. A light
lunch will be available.
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I imagine it’s a bit more than a coinci-
dence under my present health circum-
stances (God works in mysterious ways, it is
said), that after pressing the “seek” button on
my car’s radio, the radio will regularly (it
doesn’t feel random anymore) advance itself
and stop on “Praise 104.1,” an “inspir-
ational” Gospel music station, (and not one
of my “pre-sets”). And for the first time in my
life, other than occasionally watching Joel
Osteen with my recently deceased mother
on Sunday mornings, and/or watching the
Christmas/Easter services broadcast from
Rome, with my wife, Dina’s, Italian grand-
mother, Filomena (also recently deceased), I
am now stopping and listening again; defi-
nitely to the music and sometimes even to
the words.

As for the songs I hear, which are not
really distinguishable to me as yet, I don’t
know if it’s the arrangement, the produc-
tion/engineering, the music, the musicians,
the lyrics, the singer, the choir, but together, it
all sounds wonderful. It “taps my toes” and
lifts my spirit. Moreover, it’s so upbeat and
positive and full of life and enthusiasm that it
almost makes me feel like dancing (and that’s
saying/doing something), and I feel better just
listening (not healthier, yet; let’s be realistic).
Maybe, even, a little hopeful, though. But
I’m not quite committed, emotionally. Nor
have I reprogrammed my car radio’s “pre-
sets.” And I don’t know any of the
D.J.s/“personalities” or the formats that may
differ from hour to hour, day to today, either.
At present, I would describe myself as a cas-
ual/inadvertent listener but one whose inter-
est has been piqued.

So what next? Do I change one of my
“pre-sets on my car’s FM radio and become
a regular listener? Do I call in and inquire
about getting on the station’s email/web site
list (if they have one)? Do I join their frequent
listener club (if they have one)? How
involved do I want to be? Dare I ask, will
whatever that level of involvement becomes,
will it/could it  positively affect my life; and if
someone, anyone, says it might, shouldn’t I,
given the seriousness of my underlying medi-
cal condition, embrace any and all options
that might offer a way through this most
arduous journey in which I find myself
entangled?

Maybe there’s an interim step I could
hesitatingly take?

Maybe I should first listen better when the
radio “seeks” and finds “Praise 104.1,” and
pay closer attention to more of what’s broad-
cast, specifically the lyrics in the songs, what
the D.J.’s say, the station’s promotions/ adver-
tisements), in general, the overall flow and
feeling, the vibe. Maybe it’s not as much of a
match as I think it is? I’ve only heard bits and
pieces of parts of songs, minimal
D.J./broadcaster involvement and so far, very
little proselytizing. On balance, so far what
I’ve heard has been good, but it’s been so
infrequent and irregular, that I haven’t
focused my attention yet and really listened
to hear what I might learn and determine if
in fact, this station’s content is what I want/
need to hear.

And if it turns out that it’s not where I’m
comfortable being, I think I’ll be better off
having reached out, so to speak, to make that
assessment. As much as this cancer thing may
have closed me, somehow I need to find
ways to stay open. Who’s to say, or who
knows, what really helps? Probably, it all
does. Who knows which way to turn/how
best to proceed? Certainly not me.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Praise for the
Station
That Prays
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Community

M
cLean residents Madeleine Hahn
and husband Ed Clark led the
effort last summer to build a

much needed bus stop bench at the corner
of Old Dominion Drive and Birch Road.
Over a year ago, Hahn heard that a man
had fainted at the bus stop. The man told
paramedics that the incident might have
been prevented if he had been able to sit
on a bench while waiting. Bus riders often
wait more than an hour for the next bus,
especially on weekends. Hahn also observed
“people in the rain sitting up on the roots
of a tree and in the mud near the stop” and
decided that something needed to be done.

According to Hahn, the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation denied her request
for a bench to be placed at the stop. Hahn
and Clark decided to fund the building of
the bench themselves and later worked with
Bill Denk, president of the El Nido Civic
Association, to gather donations to recover
the costs. Zoey and William Hertz gave per-
mission to have the bench placed on their
land.

Rosario Ramirez works in the neighbor-
hood and rides the bus nearly every day.
“My job has very long hours and I wait for
one hour on Sundays for the bus,” she said.
“I am very tired and in the cold and the
rain [the bench] is good.”

“I just kind of felt like that it would add a
lot to our community and that it was our
responsibility to do something for the
people that caught the bus,” Hahn said.
“We’ll probably pick up a little plaque and

stick it on here somewhere that says ‘from
the community.’ It is just one of those com-
munity things that we do and I’m real happy
with it. This is what we are. We are a com-
munity here and we want to help.”

Residents of homes that are located
within the area bounded by Kent Gardens
Park, Old Dominion Drive, Kirby Road and

Caring Citizens Fund Bench at McLean Bus Stop

Photo by Christy Steele/The Connection

Rosario Ramirez, a woman who rides the bus nearly every day, sits on
the bench funded by Ed Clark and Madeleine Hahn, back right and
center. Bill Denk, right, president of the El Nido Civic Association, has
helped Hahn and Clark cover part of the cost through donations from
citizens.

Westmoreland Street are members of the
El Nido Civic Association. If you would like
to make a contribution toward the build-
ing of the bench or future improvements to
the community, go to http://elnidoca.org/
to learn more.

— Christy Steele

Faith Notes are for announcements and events
in the faith community. Send to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

St. John’s Episcopal Church in McLean
will hold a Thanksgiving Day

service of Holy Eucharist on Nov. 26 at 10 a.m.
The Thanksgiving

Offering will support SHARE, a non-profit orga-
nization founded in 1969

to meet emergency needs in McLean, Great Falls,
Pimmit Hills, and

surrounding areas. All are welcome. St. John’s
Church is located in McLean at 6715 Georgetown
Pike. For more information, call 703-356-4902, or
visit www.stjohnsmclean.org.

The Antioch Christian Church, 1860 Beulah
Road, Vienna, is announcing the installation of
their new minister, Rev. Randy Beeman.   Rev.
Beeman has most recently served as the Sr. Pastor
of First Christian Church of Lawrence, Kan. and the
Chaplain/Character Coach of the University of
Kansas Men’s Basketball team.  Pastor Beeman and
his wife Linda have four children. The guest
speaker for the Installation service is the Rev. Lari
Grubbs, Regional Minister of the Christian Church
Capital Area. The message by Rev. Grubbs is “Set-
ting Examples in the Church.”  The Installation
Worship service begins at 11 a.m. on Sunday, Nov.
29.  A reception hour will follow the Installation
worship service.  The community is invited to par-
ticipate and child care is provided.

HAVEN of Northern Virginia offers a vari-
ety of free bereavement support groups, meeting
on a weekly basis. Contact 703-941-7000 or
www.havenofnova.org for schedules and registra-
tion information.

The Jewish Social Services Agency (JSSA)
offers a variety of support groups for those with
emotional, social, and physical challenges. Contact
Gary Axelrod, 301-610-8309 or gaxelrod@jssa.org,

or www.jssa.org.

Vienna Baptist Church, 541 Marshall Road,
Vienna, is celebrating the 400th birthday of Bap-
tists. Sunday service is at 11 a.m.; Sunday Bible
Study, 9:30 a.m. 703-281-4400 or www.vbc-
va.org.

St. Francis Episcopal Church in Great Falls,
9220 Georgetown Pike in Great Falls. Services are
at 7:45 a.m., 9 a.m., and 11 a.m. Sunday School
classes and an adult forum series are at 10:15 a.m.
703-759-2082 or www.stfrancisgreatfalls.org. Fall
events include:

❖  Voice recital at 7 p.m. on Sept. 20, with mu-
sic from the British Isles.

· Choral Evensong for All Saints, 7:30 p.m.
on Nov. 1.

· Country Fair, Saturday, Oct. 3, 10 a.m.-
4 p.m.

❖ Blessing of the Animals, Sunday, Oct. 4 at the
9 a.m. service.

McLean Bible Church Fitness Class at
Body & Soul fitness. Balance is key, energy is re-
newed, strength is gained, and friendships are
formed. Mondays 9:15 a.m. and Fridays 9:45 a.m.
Childcare is free for registered students. E-mail
bodyandsoul@mcleanbible.org for more informa-
tion.

Vajrayogini Buddhist Center offers ongoing
classes on meditation and Buddhist philosophy,
Mondays at 7 p.m. at Unity of Fairfax, 2854 Hunter
Mill Road, Oakton. $10 per class. 202-331-2122 or
www.meditation-dc.org.

Great Falls United Methodist Church at
10100 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. 703-759-
3705 offers “All Things New,” an ecumenical
worship service, every Wednesday at 6 p.m. Based
on the Beatitudes of Jesus, for people affected by
anger, fear, stress, dealing with rejection, credit
abuse, drug/alcohol abuse, physical/sexual addic-
tion or eating disorders.

Faith

To have community events listed in the Con-
nection, send to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

MONDAY/NOV. 30
Open Season Workshop for Federal

Employees and Retirees, with
Congressman Gerry Connolly. 10
a.m.-12 p.m. at the Fairfax County
Government Center, 12000 Government
Center Parkway, Fairfax. Featureing OPM’s
Dean Schleicher, the project leader for the
Federal Employees Health Benefits
Program annual Open Season, and Walt
Francis, author of Consumer
CHECKBOOK’s Guide to Health Plans for
Federal Employees. FEHB plan
representatives will be on hand to answer
questions and help participants. Call
Congressman Connolly’s District Office at
703-256-3071.

TUESDAY/DEC. 1
Vienna Tysons Regional Chamber of

Commerce Holiday Mixer. 5:30 p.m. at
Navigator Wealth Management, LLC, 7601
Lewinsville Road, Suite 205, McLean.
Members $20, non-members $25. 703-281-
1333 or www.vtrcc.org.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 2
 Great Falls Friends hosts their Annual

Holiday Breakfast at 8 a.m. at the Great
Falls Library -  Stop by for Food, Friends
and Networking.

TUESDAY/DEC. 8
League of Women Voters of the Fairfax

Area. 7:45 p.m. at Patrick Henry Library,
101 Maple Ave., Vienna. Contact Ann, 703-
938-7304. www.lwv-fairfax.org.

Bulletin Board
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

George Ruben
Electrical & Handyman

Services
Serving No. Va. for 20 Years

703-408-0431
Licensed & Insured

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Complete Home Improvement
and Handyman

2nd Story additions to Decks
Since 1998

703-867-0119
Class A

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

Finish your basement now!
✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est. 37 yrs exp.  Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

ELECTRICAL

I.A. Electric
3 0 1 - 6 5 5 - 4 2 4 4
Insured, Bonded & Lic.

BEST RATES in
Montgomery County!

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

DENTAL ASSISTANT
P/T.  Fairfax dental specialty (restora-
tive) practice seeking Dental Assistant 
with good people skills.  Must be friend-
ly, motivated and well organized.  Exp 
pref’d but willing to train.  Fax resume: 
703-645-8002 or call: 703-645-8001

Gift Officer-Major Gifts
For Flint Hill School, an independent, 
JK-12 school  in  Vienna, Va. Responsi-
bilities include working with a portfolio 
of donors to increase both annual and 
capital   giving.   Must   demonstrate  a 
track record of building donor relation-
ships. Required: BA/BS degree; 5-7 
years fundraising exp; fluency with tech-
nology; strong communication and or-
ganizational skills. Independent school 
fundraising exp. preferred. This individ-
ual will join a dynamic Advancement 
team in a highly collaborative work envi-
ronment.    Please   email   cover   letter  
and resume to: bmontagne@flinthill.org 

Highly Skilled Financial 
Client Service Associate

Successful small Wealth Mangement firm 
in Arlington in search of experienced, 
professional and detail-oriented Client 
Service Associate for full time position.

Pay to commensurate experience.
Generous small firm benefits. Experience 
in financial industry a MUST. We are not 
affiliated with a BD so we cannot hold any 
securities licenses.

Contact Sossy Matos
Sossy@OmegaWealthManagement.com

703-387-0919 X502

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Medical Receptionist
Busy medical office near Ffx Hosp. seeking 
mature, friendly P/T Receptionist. Comput-
er & Med office exp. preferred. Wonderful 
work environment! Please Fax resume to 
703-876-0253or Email:jdunn@novagidoc.com

NURSE - RN/LPN
FOR IM/GI IN MCLEAN. 
FLEXIBLE HOURS. CALL 

703-629-3969

PEDIATRIC RN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric prac-
tice in Alexandria & Fairfax has immediate 
openings for PT positions. Ideal for nurses 
returning   to  the   workforce.   Competitive 
salary  with  benefits.  Orientation provided. 

Fax resume to 703/914-5494 or
call Sharon at 703/914-8989, ext. 107.

Immediate Openings! PT/FT.
Temp/perm. Cust. Sales/Service. Ideal
for students/others. Flex. schedules.

All ages 18+. Conditions Apply.

703-359-7600

HOLIDAY
HELP

$17.00 Base-Appt.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville
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North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades
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Sterling
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Riding
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Laurel
Hill



McLean Connection  ❖  November 25 - December 1, 2009  ❖  15www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Christmas Décor Installers
Call today for a free estimate

703-433-2739
or contact us on the web at

Perfectlandscapes.com

LEAF CLEAN UP & REMOVAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

.................................................

EXPERT
LEAF REMOVAL, FIREWOOD

AT AFFORDABLE FEES

 Licensed HES Co. LLC. Insured

703-203-8853
Ask About Going Green!

Mulch, Gutter, Landscape

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

ClassifiedClassified

Notice of Initiation of the Section 106 Process: 
Public Participation

Clearwire Wireless Broadband, an FCC-licensed wireless pro-
vider in the State of Virginia, is proposing the collocation of 
wireless antennas on an existing building rooftop at 200 N. 
Glebe Road, Arlington, Arlington County, Virginia 22203. The 
proposed development will include a 10’ x 10’ lease area for 
equipment. Members of the public interested in submitting 
comments on the possible effects of the proposed project on 
historic properties included in or eligible for inclusion in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places may send their comments to 
Alex Bos, Rescom Environmental Corp., P.O. Box 6225, Tra-
verse City, MI 49696 or call 1.231.947.4454. Project Refer-
ence #: 0909042

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

3 RE for Rent

C’ville, end TH, 3br, 2.5.5 BA, 
fpl, w/d, pool, ten, bcks to wds
$1650/mo  o/a 703-864-5881 

4 RE for Sale

Behind on Payments? 
Avoid Foreclosure call
1-800-710-9938 x111

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

LANDSCAPING

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

4” x 8” for $50 and 8” x 8” for $100. Cor-
porate bricks are also available in the larger
size for $500.

Initially aimed at parents and students,
the campaign has also contacted alumni,
community organizations and businesses.
The response has been very positive, and
the campaign has raised $5,000 so far.
Alumni have bought bricks commemorat-
ing relatives who taught at Franklin
Sherman, previous influential principals,
school days spent in Quonset huts, bus driv-
ers as well as alumni parents and grand-
parents.

The Safe Community Coalition and Chain
Bridge Bank have purchased bricks too. Stu-
dents have donated bricks in honor of

“Mom, our leader and first teacher,” and in
appreciation of teachers and staff who have
guided them. The school librarian was
moved to buy a brick in memory of a great
thinker, Thomas Jefferson, who said “I can-
not live without books.”

With more brick sales the PTA hopes to
raise another $2,000 to buy bat and bird
houses, benches for students and patio fur-
niture for the teachers by its Dec. 1 dead-
line. The organization also plans to hold a
rededication ceremony in April 2010 to cel-
ebrate the completion of the courtyard.
Principal Vicki Duling said that although she
has only been at the school for three years
it has been good to gain a greater sense of
the long history of Franklin Sherman El-
ementary to see the community come to-
gether and support the school.

From Page 3

School History Celebrated

Eric Simpson,
Landscaping Com-
mittee chair;
Michelle Sandler,
PTA president; Vicki
Duling, principal
and Jennifer
Herzberg, Buy-A-
Brick Campaign
chair with the new
courtyard landscap-
ing design.

News

Photo by Sharon North/The Connection
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