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At Home
In Nature

News, Page 3

Holiday Shop
Opens at the
Bargain Loft

News, Page 3

Keeping
Us Warm
News, Page 7

Reston Association
President Robin

Smyers welcomes the
Nature House’s first

guests in the eco-
friendly building’s

multipurpose room.
Above her, a solar
tube collects and

intensifies sunlight
to provide natural

light.

Reston
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Reston Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or mclean@connectionnewspapers.com

News

Reston founder Bob Simon is among those to take the first tour of the Nature House,
guided by Friends of Reston executive director and Nature House manager Katie Shaw,
right. The facility was part of the plan for Reston that Simon drew up in 1962.

At Home in Nature
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Completed Nature House
educates on environment,
models eco-friendliness.

In the basement, behind
Nature House manager
Katie Shaw are the pipes
that carry water through
the building and deep
underground, as part of the
facility’s geothermal cli-
mate control system.

See Nature House,  Page 15

By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

T
he brand-new Nature House at the Walker
Nature Education Center, which had its
grand opening Saturday, Nov. 21, doesn’t
have that new-house smell. That’s because

its rooms were painted with non-
toxic, low-VOC (volatile organic
compound) paint, and its furni-
ture, certified by the Greenguard
Environmental Institute, also
emits no fumes.

The first new structure in the
Hunter Mill District to receive
Gold LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design) certi-
fication, and only the 17th in the
state, the Nature House includes
a host of environmentally friendly
features, from rain barrels to geo-
thermal climate control.

Reston founder Bob Simon in-
cluded the Nature House in his
original Reston plan, written up in
1962, and he was on the first tour
given at the building, during the
Nature House media day last
Wednesday, Nov. 18. “This is a very
exciting building, and it certainly
demonstrates what you can do to
be green,” he said.

IN 2001, Reston residents approved a referendum
asking for support of the facility, provided that it was

paid for through fund raising. Nature House man-
ager and Friends of Reston executive director Katie
Shaw said more than 1,000 donors had contributed
in order to raise more than $1.5 million to pay for
the project. “This was a grassroots effort. This com-
munity has worked together so hard for so many
years” to have the facility built, Shaw said. Ground
was broken about a year ago, but she said the actual
construction of the 6,500-square-foot building only
took about five months.

“This is our first year-round facility for nature edu-
cation programs. We’re truly thrilled,” said Reston
Association President Robin Smyers.

HITT Contracting, a veteran in
environmental design, was se-
lected as the architect, and Accents
by Design did the interior design
work free of charge.

Almost all the material from the
previous building on the site, a
small restroom facility, was incor-
porated into the Nature House,
Shaw said. The posts that hold up
its awning are made from trees
that were cleared to make way for
Reston Town Center, and floor-
boards came from barns across Ap-
palachia. To achieve Gold certifi-
cation, all materials must come
from within 500 miles, Shaw said.

Wood siding is usually made
from cedar, but that would come
from the West Coast, she said, not-
ing that cypress from the Outer
Banks was used instead. The roofs
are made from recycled steel that
lasts a lifetime.

Native plants form a rain garden
for storm water retention, and rain

barrels collect runoff from the roof, to be used later

The Bargain Loft Holiday Shop opens Dec. 1.
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Holiday Shop Opens
At The Bargain Loft
FISH depends on proceeds to
boost assistance program.

T
he Bargain Loft is hop-
ing for record sales
Dec. 1-24, according to

Manager Sherri Longhill. The
annual Holiday Shop brings in
the highest sales of the year. If
the record profits of the last two
months are any indication, this
should be a good December.

This would be welcoming
news to Herndon-Reston FISH,
Inc. (Friendly Instant Sympa-
thetic Help), which depends on
its thrift shop, The Bargain Loft,
to support the FISH Assistance
Program that helps people with
short-term emergencies, such as
assistance with rent, utilities,
medical supplies and prescrip-
tions, free rides to medical ap-
pointments, workshops for per-
sonal finances, and holiday food
and gift boxes.

Marcia Di Trapani, FISH
president, reports that requests
for assistance to date this fiscal
year have increased 49 percent
over the same period of time
last year and that requests for
utilities assistance has risen a
record 129 percent. She said the
community continues to sup-
port FISH through financial
donations and/or donating and
shopping at The Bargain Loft.

Sales should be popular for
the low-priced holiday decora-
tions thanks to the generosity

of customers and donors. Regu-
lar and holiday item donations
are welcome Dec. 1-31 during
business hours, Tuesday-Friday
10 a.m.-3 p.m. and Saturday, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Additional holiday
hours will include Thursdays 10
a.m.-6 p.m. and Dec. 24, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. A special “re-gift-
ing” program is being pro-
moted, whereby new gifts, still
in the box or package may be
donated and re-sold as “new”
gifts for those who cannot af-
ford to buy full-price new gifts
for loved ones.

Per Manager Longhill, two
new activities during the Holi-
day Shop aim to stimulate ad-
ditional donations to FISH. Gift
wrapping of Bargain Loft pur-
chases will be offered for a do-
nation on Thursdays, 4-6 p.m.,
and Saturdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Expect to hear live music from
the piano on display. A sign-up
sheet is available for volunteers
and customers to play the piano
in 15-minute segments. Those
who like what they hear, can
put some money in the dona-
tion jar on the piano.

The Bargain Loft is located at
336 Victory Drive (off Spring
Street), in Herndon, phone 703-
437-0600. For information
about FISH:
www.herndonrestonfish.org.
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Make your holiday gift buying more meaningful by shopping the Church of the
Holy Comforter’s fair trade artisans’ market and alternative gift festival!

Holiday Alternative Gift Market
Saturday, December 5th, 10am - 4 pm
Sunday, December 6th, 10am - 2pm

Alternative gifts for donation such as livestock, mosquito nets or micro-loans can also be found at this
unique market. Aid organizations Heifer International, Episcopal Relief and Development and Five
Talents International will be on hand to assist with purchases of these alternative gifts.

 Crafts made by artisans from more than 30 countries around the world,
sponsored by Ten Thousand Villages

Church of the Holy Comforter 543 Beulah Rd, Vienna, Virginia
703-938-6521

•hand crafted toys
•home décor

•jewelry
•accessories and giftsFeaturing:

Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

CravensNursery.com

Major credit cards accepted

SINCE 1973

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

35% TO 75%
OFF ALL Trees & Shrubs

3 CU. FT. Bag $299

PATIOS, WALLS,
WALKWAYS,

PAVER DRIVEWAYS,
TIMBER WALLS &
SO MUCH MORE

DRAINAGE
Concrete

Stone Masons
Brick Layers

Bulk Mulch
$1999 

Reg $2999 cu yd

Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates

ALL POTTERY 60–75% OFF

FREE

Our
Best

Prices
of this

Century

Off-Season Pricing

SHREDDED HARDWOOD MULCH

New Truckload TALAVERA

25%
OFF
BONSAI,
ORCHIDS

CACTI
PERENNIALS

Magnolias, Hollies,
Birch, Japanese

Maples,
Crape Myrtles

50% OFF
(Selected)

SUPER
SPECIALS

Hand Painted Mexican Pottery

Ask cashier for details

Buy 1 at Regular Price
Get 2 FREE

60,000 POTS

POINSETTIAS
GREEN HOUSE FRESH

6” Poinsettias
Buy One,

Get One 50% OFF

FRASER FIR
5’–11’
Fresh Cut
Superior
Quality

Live Christmas
Trees

FRESH
GREENERY
99¢ a Yard

Garland
Wreaths

Holly
Mistletoe

www.RobertsCarpets.com
Installation by Certified

Installers/Employees

Authorized Agent of

At Same Location,
Under Same Ownership

for 46 years

703-471-7120

681 Spring Street
Old Town Herndon

Hours: Mon., Tues.,
Thurs. & Fri. 9-6

Wed. 9-5, Sat 10-3

• 100% Continuous Filament
• Nylon
• Stainguard
• Choice of 28 Colors

$275 Sq. ft.
Installed w/6lb. pad

Take-up & haul away old
carpet, small

additional charge.

Wall-to-Wall Carpet

Herndon
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Ice
House

Locust St.

Old Town
Hall

Elden St.

Elden St.

Fire
Station

Sunset Hills
Road

ROBERTS

Oriental Rug Cleaning
•Plant on

Premises
•Washing
•Reweaving
•Refringing
•Repairs

FREE Pickup & Delivery
for Rolled & Ready Rugs

News

A
nne Delaney has been
appointed the first Pub
lic Art Manager of IPAR,
the Initiative for Public

Art — Reston, which is made up
of a group of Reston’s top civic
leaders and key community orga-
nizations.

“The Board is confident that she
will bring new energy, new ideas,
and above all an exciting vision to
Reston, as we seek to expand cul-
tural resources and broaden access
to public art for all our residents
and visitors,” said IPAR president
and long-time Reston arts activist,
Joe Ritchey.

A Canadian by birth, Delaney
brings to her new post a well-de-
veloped perspective on the role
and value of public art in commu-
nity enrichment. She is well pre-
pared for her new job, having com-
pleted an honors degree in art his-
tory at McGill University and
graduate work in Museum Stud-
ies at the University of Toronto.
Her most recent involvements in-
clude a four-year stint as Counse-
lor for Cultural Affairs at the Ca-
nadian Embassy, where she devel-
oped staffing, business planning,
communications, and grants ac-
tivities, including arts exhibitions,
relationships with museums and
galleries, and arts and culture pro-
gramming.

Among the projects she takes
most pride in are a program fea-
turing Canadian aboriginal artists,
helping to commission a major
artwork that commemorated the
opening of the National Museum
of the American Indian, and de-
veloping an exhibition program
featuring artists from all over
Canada.

Prior to her Embassy work, she
had a long and well-recognized
career in the visual arts, including
work for the leading co-operative
of Inuit art in North America,
Dorset Fine Arts, and the interna-
tional contemporary art gallery,
René Blouin. Her successful pri-
vate sector work led to a position
in Ottawa where she promoted
arts internationally.

Delaney is already at work
spearheading the implementation
of the comprehensive “Public Art
Master Plan for Reston,” devel-
oped in December of 2008 by a
consultant team working with
cadre of local leaders, including

Ritchey, William G. Bouie, Kohann
Williams, and Mary Bronson, as
well as a broad spectrum of Reston
artists.

Taking her cue from the proud
tradition of public art built into
Reston from its earliest days at the
Lake Anne Village Center and most
recently manifested in Fountain
Square and the development of
Reston Town Center, Delaney says
she is “looking forward to build-
ing on that strong foundation to
create a future for public art in
Reston that will match its history.”
The Master Plan, she said, can help
Restonians do four things:

❖ Serve as a blueprint for inspir-
ing a vigorous commitment to
public art;

❖ Stimulate civic partnerships
that will create a new generation
of world-class art in Reston;

❖ Bring more public energy to
the long-term task of building a
quality living environment in
Reston;

❖ And foster a lively public dis-
cussion and an attractive educa-
tional environment for public art.

Asked why she was attracted to
Reston as a place for developing
pubic art programs, Delaney said
that she had “been impressed with
Reston’s long and well-known his-
tory of commitment to public art,”
noting that in her first visit to
Reston after joining the staff of the
Canadian Embassy, she immedi-
ately saw that Reston was “a great
concept. When I learned that the
people here had developed such a
comprehensive and dynamic mas-
ter plan for public art, that made
the job irresistible. My whole ca-
reer in the arts fell right into place
when I saw the job description.”

Anne Delaney, public art
manager, Initiative for
Public Art-Reston (IPAR)
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Delaney to Head
Public Art Effort
Anne Delaney sees value of public
art in community enrichment.
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Opinion

Where to Donate
RESTON INTERFAITH,
11150 Sunset Hills Road, Suite 210, Reston
Serving Reston and Herndon
571-323-9555
www.restoninterfaith.org

SHARE OF MCLEAN FOOD PANTRY
Located in the McLean Baptist Church
703-284-2179
www.SHAREofMcLean.org
P.O. Box 210
McLean, VA 22101

FOOD FOR OTHERS
2938 Prosperity Avenue, Fairfax, 22031
703-207-9173

LOUDOUN INTERFAITH RELIEF INC.
750 Miller Drive, Suite A-1, Leesburg,
703-777-5911, 9:30-4 Monday to Friday, 9:30-1 on Saturday,
www.interfaithrelief.org
In demand: Cereal, spaghetti sauce with meat,

18 oz. jars of peanut butter, soups, canned meat or fish,
100 percent juices, stews, canned fruit and vegetables.

❖ Herndon-Reston FISH (For Immediate Sympathetic Help),
703-391-0105_

❖ Our Daily Bread, Central Fairfax, 703-273-8829
❖ Western Fairfax Christian Ministries, 703-988-9656
❖ Northern Virginia Family Service, Oakton, 703-385-3267
❖ Our Daily Bread,

10777 Main Street #320, Fairfax, 703-273-8829
❖ Committee for Helping Others (CHO), Vienna, 703-281-7614

D
uring 2008, more families
across the country were with
out enough food during part
of some months than at any

time since 1995 when the U.S. Department
of Agriculture began monitoring the extent
and severity of food insecurity in U.S. house-
holds.

Last year, 17 million households in the
United States were without enough food for
some part of some months because
they didn’t have the money to buy
food, up from 13 million households
in 2007. That’s 49 million people, up
from 36 million in 2007.

The numbers are almost certainly higher
now, as 2009 draws to a close.

The ongoing recession and loss of jobs are
driving an ongoing surge of families turn-
ing to food banks here in Northern Virginia.
There are more unemployed people in
Northern Virginia than in any other part of
the state, according to the Virginia Employ-
ment Commission. While the employment
rate is lower here as a percentage of the
population, this area still has by far the larg-
est number of people unemployed.

In August, there were 69,770 unemployed
people in Northern Virginia, with an unem-
ployment rate of 4.7 percent. The rate was
down from 5.1 percent in July, but up from
3.3 percent in August, 2008.

People have lost their jobs, are unable to
find new ones. In some cases people who
own homes are stuck, unable to sell their
houses because the homes are worth less
than they paid for them, and are facing fore-

closure as well.
Families have used up their safety

net, spent their savings. They find
themselves without being able to

put food on the table, and they turn to local
food banks, food pantries, churches and
other charitable organizations for their most
basic needs.

Food pantries around the area have
launched additional food drives to try to
meet the need. Many local charities also
offer winter coats and holiday gifts, and are
also turning to the community to meet the
rising needs.

With the holiday season underway, it’s
time to help.

— Mary Kimm

Give Locally More local families in need right now
than ever before; thankfully, most of
us are in a position to help.

Editorial
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By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

T
he week of Nov. 15-22 has
been designated Restor-
ative Justice Week to draw

attention to the important work
being done to make offenders
take responsibility for their ac-
tions and try to repair the harm
that they have done. The tradi-
tional criminal justice model of
a crime followed by a court con-
viction and incarceration leaves
out the needs of the victim and
the community to be restored.
According to an article in the
Oct. 25, 2009, issue of “Parade”
magazine, some communities
use restorative and punitive jus-
tice for serious crimes. In these
instances, a burglar may serve
a prison term but also be re-
quired to make reparations.
Some communities use restor-
ative justice instead of the court
system for juvenile crime to
have juvenile offenders accept
responsibility for what they did
and to make amends. One com-
munity reports that only 10 per-
cent of the young people com-
mit another crime under the re-
storative approach compared to
about 70 percent of those who

Restorative Justice
Commentary

go through the tra-
dit ional  cr iminal
justice system. Visit
w w w. r e s t o r a t i v e
justice.org for more
information.

I attended a con-
ference on restor-
ative justice in Rich-
mond recently. Pro-
ponents of the new
approach make it
clear that restor-
ative justice is not a way for of-
fenders to get a lighter sentence
or that it is a substitute for the
existing court system. It is vic-
tim centered and victim sensi-
tive that allows victims to have
a voice outside the courtroom.
It provides an opportunity for
offenders to learn how to start
changing their behavior. There
are several community-based
and court-based programs in the
state (ww.rjav.org). Successful
programs report that victims are
more satisfied with the outcome
of their case, financial restitu-
tion is more likely to be paid,
and closure is more likely to be
felt by the victims and the com-
munity. Offender recidivism is
reduced, and community safety
is increased.

Restorative practices that are

a part of restorative
justice are used in
many school divi-
s ions including
Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools to en-
courage positive dis-
c ipl ine.  The ap-
proach is to change
discipline into an
opportunity for an
offender to take
ownership and be
responsible for his

or her actions. The practices
provide the opportunity to iden-
tify the harm that has been done
and to repair that harm and heal
and restore the community. A se-
ries of professional approaches
and best practices have been
identified to implement restor-
ative practices, and these can be
taught to all levels of school per-
sonnel for implementation.

At a time when one in 31
Americans is involved in the
criminal justice system, it is im-
portant that we take a hard look
at our system to see how victims
might more effectively be consid-
ered, anti-social behavior might
be changed at an earlier age, and
recidivism be reduced. Restor-
ative justice practices should play
a greater role in the future.

Letters

Wrong Title
To the Editor:

The article titled “Real-Life Hero
at South Lakes High” [Reston Con-
nection, Nov. 18-24]states:

“Brig. Gen. Lyn Sherlock, secre-
tary of the Air Force at the Penta-
gon, encouraged students to work
hard and take advantage of oppor-
tunities to serve their country.”

The secretary of the Air Force is
a position normally filled by a ci-
vilian.

The general’s bio, found here
www.af.mil/information/bios/

bio.asp?bioID=10159 states that
her current position is “Director,
Regional Affairs, Office of the
Deputy Under Secretary of the Air
Force, International Affairs,

Headquarters U.S. Air Force,”
which is something different entirely.

The “hero” title escapes me.
The current Secretary of the Air

Force is Mike Donley. See: http://
e n . w i k i p e d i a . o r g / w i k i /
U n i t e d _ S t a t e s _ S e c r e t a r y _
of_the_Air_Force.

Tim Moriarty
Herndon

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-778-9410.

By e-mail:
info@connectionnewspapers.com

Write
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News

By Janelle L. Plummer

The Connection

E
ver since high school, 19-
year-old Nick Tabassi has
volunteered his time
with Reston Interfaith.

On Saturday mornings, he spends
the day assisting needy families
and children at the Hunter Mill
Winter Coat Closet in Reston.

“We try to provide them with
good [coats] for the winter,”
Tabassi said. He was so inspired
by the community involvement
that he encouraged his family to
get involved. His brother and
mother now volunteers with the
non-profit organization.

Lauren Dore, a 17-year-old
Great Falls resident, also volun-

teers at the Coat Closet. She is
volunteering her time as part of
her community service require-
ment for her school.

“I love seeing the kids,” Dore
said. “It gives you joy. They are
always smiling. It’s nice to have an
impact on someone.”

“These people don’t have
enough money to buy coats,” Dore
said. “Some are homeless, and
they have to pick between food

Keeping
Us Warm
Reston Interfaith
Coat Closet
supports the
community.

Nick Tabassi, Chris Tabassi,
Alix Carlin and Lauren Dore
work as volunteers at then
2009 Hunter Mill Winter
Coat Closet.
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See Teens,  Page 11
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Send announcements to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

FRIDAY/NOV. 27
Reston Chorale Carol Sing-Along. 6

p.m. at the Reston Town Center, with
the annual tree lighting ceremony
followed by a sing-along of holiday
favorites led by members of The
Reston Chorale and a brass quintet.
Free. 703-834-0079 or
info@restonchorale.org.

Interactive Retelling of the
Thanksgiving Story. 11 a.m. at the
Frying Pan Farm Park Visitor Center,
2739 West Ox Road. With Glee
Mania’s Sue Cournoyer. $4. Pre-paid
reservations required. 703-437-9101.

Fun Run for Neediest Kids. On
Market St. at Reston Town Center.
Registration begins 7 a.m., race
begins 8 a.m. Races in six age
brackets for children and the
Corporate Challenge, in which Alan
Webb will participate. $5 requested,
not required. All proceeds go to
Neediest Kids, to provide area
students with the basic necessities to
attend class and to be ready to learn.
guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/
Summary, filderman_lynne@bah.com
or 703-917-2158.

SATURDAY/NOV. 28
Weekend Bluegrass Concert Series,

with Jimmy Gaudreau and Orrin Star
on guitar and mandolin. 7:30 p.m. at
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 1090
Sterling Road, Herndon. $15. 703-
435-8377.

Our Daily Bread Holiday Food
Drive. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. next to

Safeway at Courthouse Plaza, 10376
Willard Way, Fairfax City. Proceeds to
benefit Fairfax United Methodist
Church www.our-daily-bread.org.

TUESDAY/DEC. 1
Colvin Run Community Center

Weekly Dance. 7 p.m. at Colvin
Run Schoolhouse, 10201 Colvin Run
Road, Great Falls. $10.
www.colvinrun.org.

Folk Club of Reston-Herndon:
Singer/Songwriter Bryan
Bowers. 7:15 p.m. in the Back Room
at The Tortilla Factory, 648 Elden St.,
Herndon. $11 members, $12 non-
members. DAHurdSr@cs.com or
www.restonherndonfolkclub.com.

Holiday Bazaar, 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. at
the Sheraton Hotel, 11810 Sunrise
Valley Dr. Reston.  Admission: $25
on-line at www.pwconnections.com
(before 11/27) or $30 walk-in.
Admission includes holiday buffet,
door prizes every 30 minutes and
more. Stop by the vendors to start
your holiday shopping!  Open to the
public.

THURSDAY/DEC. 3
Open Mic for Bands Night. 9 p.m. at

Jimmy’s Tavern, 697 Spring St., Old
Town Herndon (on the Corner of
Elden and Spring Streets). Bands will
receive 30 minutes to play, and must
pre-sign with Andre’ Love at
soulcraftmusic@yahoo.com or 703-
984-9114. Walk–ins will only be
accepted if time permits. All types of
music welcomed. 703-435-5467.

David Kitchen Band CD Release
Party and Emma Bailey. M&S
Grill, Reston Town Center. 703787-
7766 or www.goosecreekmusic.com.

Opening Reception and Gallery
Talk. 7 p.m. at McLean Project for
the Arts, McLean Community Center,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. As
Likely As Not:  Sculpture by Alex Bay
and R. L. Croft (Emerson Gallery).
Free. www.mpaart.org or 703-790-
1953.

FRIDAY/DEC. 4
Virginia Opera presents

Donizetti’s romantic comedy
“The Daughter of the
Regiment.” 8 p.m. at George Mason
University’s Center for the Arts
Concert Hall, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. Tickets $44-$86. Charge by
phone at 888-945-2468 or
www.gmu.edu/cfa.

Reston Lions Club Annual Florida
Citrus Sale, at North Point
Shopping Center. Florida oranges and
grapefruit, Virginia peanuts, aged
Vermont Cheddar Cheese and turkeys.
Sale continues through Dec. 6. All
proceeds are used for community
service, including vision screenings,
eyeglasses and hearing aids.
www.restonlions.org.

SATURDAY/DEC. 5
A Seasonal Celebration, the Reston

Chorale’s 2009 Holiday Concert.
6 p.m. and 8 p.m. at the Reston
Community Center, 2310 Colts Neck
Road, Reston. $20 adults, $15 seniors
and youth. Buy tickets online or at the
Reston Community Center Box Office.
703-476-1111, 703-834-0079 or
info@restonchorale.org.

Our Daily Bread Holiday Food
Drive. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. next to
Safeway at Courthouse Plaza, 10376
Willard Way, Fairfax City. Proceeds to
benefit Reston Bible Church
www.our-daily-bread.org.

Santa Arrives by Barge. 11 a.m.-1
p.m. at Lake Anne, Reston. Free
family fun with entertainment, a
petting zoo, holiday market and the
arrival of Santa by barge to meet
children on the plaza at 12 p.m.

Flatpicking guitarist Doc Watson
with banjoist David Holt and
grandson Richard Watson,
performing “Hills of Home.” 8
p.m. at George Mason University’s
Center for the Arts Concert Hall, 4400

University Drive, Fairfax. Traditional
Appalachian roots with a variety of
American musical genres including
bluegrass, country, gospel and blues.
Adults $21-$42. Youth through grade
12, half price when accompanied by
an adult. Charge by phone at 888-
945-2468 or www.gmu.edu/cfa.

Weekend Bluegrass Concert: Dead
Men’s Hollow. 7:30 p.m. at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 1090 Sterling
Road, Herndon. $12. 703-435-8377
or www.deadmenshollow.com.

Christmas Concert and Sing-along.
6:30 p.m. at Washington Plaza Baptist
Church, 1615 Washington Plaza, Lake
Anne Center, Reston. Free. Bring a
can of food to donate to Reston
Interfaith Food Pantry. 703-471-5225
or wpbcevents.org.

Colvin Run Ballroom Dance. At
Colvin Run Schoolhouse, 10201
Colvin Run Road, Great Falls. Live
music by Arrow. Dance lesson 8 p.m.,
dancing 9-11:30 p.m. $15 dance, $5
lesson. 703-795-2003 or
www.colvinrun.org.

The 20th Annual Model Train
Display. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at the
Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax
Station. Many different gauge model
trains will be running in the main
building, caboose and on the grounds.
Enjoy hot chocolate and a
gingerbread man. $5 adults, $1
children. 703-425-9225.

Holiday Homes Tour of Herndon.
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Five houses located in
Herndon’s historic districts will be
featured on the tour. Tickets available
in advance at the Herndon Dulles
Visitor’s Center and the Herndon
Florist for $10, $15 the day of the
tour. Herndon Dulles Visitor’s Center,
Inc., 703-437-6366.

The Smart Split: Legal Aspects of
Separation and Divorce. 10 a.m.

at McLean Government Center, 1437
Balls Hill Road, McLean. $45 non-
members, $35 members.
www.thewomenscenter.org or 703-
281-2657.

SUNDAY/DEC. 6
Herndon Holiday Arts & Craft

Show, at the Herndon Community
Center, 814 Ferndale Ave., Herndon.
Wreaths, quilts, jewelry, Christmas
ornaments, decorations, original
artwork, photography, stained glass
and more. Free admission and
parking. Sponsored by the Town of
Herndon Department of Parks and
Recreation.

Christmas Concert. 6:30 p.m. at
Washington Plaza Baptist Church,
1615 Washington Plaza N., Reston.
703-471-5225.

Virginia Opera presents
Donizetti’s romantic comedy
“The Daughter of the
Regiment.” 8 p.m. at George Mason
University’s Center for the Arts
Concert Hall, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. Tickets $48-$98. Charge by
phone at 888-945-2468 or
www.gmu.edu/cfa.

Master Singers of Virginia: From
Chant to Carol: Christmas
Music based on Gregorian chant
and plainsong. Lecture at 6:15
p.m., concert at 7 p.m. at Church of
the Epiphany, 3301 Hidden Meadow
Drive, Herndon. $18 adults, $15
students and seniors. www.msva.org
or 703-655-7809.

The 20th Annual Model Train
Display. 12-4 p.m. at the Fairfax
Station Railroad Museum, 11200
Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax Station.
Many different gauge model trains
will be running in the main building,
caboose and on the grounds. $5
adults, $1 children. 703-425-9225.

Calendar

Reston Celebrates Season
On Friday, Nov. 27, Restonians will celebrate holiday season with activi-

ties starting at 8 a.m. and running until 10 p.m. The highlights include 19th
Annual Reston Holiday Parade at 11 a.m.; Tree Lighting and Sing Along at 6
p.m. as well as Run with Alan Web race for toddlers and teens with local Olym-
pian and US record-holder for the fastest mile (3:46).

Here is a more complete schedule for the day:
❖ 8 a.m. - Stores Open
❖ 8 a.m. - Run with Alan Webb [Races divided by age. $5 donation.]
❖ 11 a.m. - Reston Holiday Parade sponsored by RCC and RUCA
❖ 12:30 p.m. - Visits & Photos with Santa
❖ 6 p.m. - Tree Lighting and Sing Along
❖ 6:30 - 10 p.m. - Carriage Rides

All events rain or shine.

Proud to Serve our Communities…

www.connectionnewspapers.com
703•778•9410

Serving
Washington’s
Premier Suburban
Communities
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number1number

Advertisers:
•Targeted Circulation
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Campaigns

•Coverage
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•Sponsorship
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Community:
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Se Habla Español • statefarm.com
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Kyle Knight Insurance Agency, Inc.
11736 Bowman Green Dr. • Reston, VA
703-435-2300 • Across from Reston Town Center

Find out why more people trust State Farm
for car insurance. See if you qualify for
Multi-Car and Multiple Line Discounts.
Call me today.

To add your Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call 703-821-5050

OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS
Will Return after the Holidays

703-450-5453
21800 Towncenter Plaza

Sterling, VA 20164
Tue, Wed, Fri: 9 AM-6 PM
Mon & Thur: 9 AM-7 PM

Sat: 9 AM-5 PM

703-771-4688
Battlefield Shopping Center,

Leesburg, VA 20176
Mon-Fri: 10 AM-6 PM

Sat: 9 AM-5 PM

STERLING APPLIANCE, INC.

www.sterlingappliance.com

GE Profile™ ENERGY STAR®

22.2 Cu. Ft. Refrigerator
with Internal Dispenser
• Internal
   water

dispenser
with GE

   water
filtration

GE Profile™ 30" Free-
Standing Electric Range
• Self-Clean

Oven

GE Profile™ Built-In
Dishwasher
• Giant
   Tub with
   up to
   16 Place

Setting
   Capacity

Nylon
   Racking

Shop Locally

PFSF2MIYWW
• $1699

GE Profile Advantium®

120" Above-the-
Cooktop Oven
• Cooks oven-quality food

up to four times faster

SCA1000HWW • $769

PB900TPWW
• $1249

PDW7800PWW • $899

By Jack Kenny

Past President, Republican Club of Greater

Reston

T
he U.S. House of Representatives has barely
passed the infamous Affordable Healthcare
for Americans Bill — all 1,990 pages of it

— most of it not read or understood by our elected
representatives. Much still needs to be accomplished
before we may see it into law. The Senate must pass
their version of the bill. Then a conference committee
must wrangle over and resolve the differences. Then

the bill goes back to the House
and Senate for final passage af-
ter which it is forwarded to the
White House for signature.

Prompt action by the Senate is doubtful. The Sen-
ate, according to the Founding Fathers was intended
to curb the “passions of the House.” Thus, this more
deliberative body may take well after the holidays
to produce their version of the bill.

We have seen a number of laws passed quickly
that have resulted in less than desirable results. The
Alternative Minimum Tax or ATM comes to mind. It
has yet to be fixed and may well not be fixed for the
foreseeable future.

However, let’s take a look at what the present
healthcare bill may do. A goodly portion of Reston
residents’ income comes from Federal employees and
contractors to the various Federal agencies. (All you
experienced folks, please forgive the writer for the
simplistic explanation). In contracting with the fed-
eral government, contracts are usually written for
services and tangible products; e.g., studies, imple-

Unintended Consequences
Opinion

menting procedures, computer programs, etc. The
federal government pays for a given set of skills enu-
merated in a Statement of Work and Contract Line
Item or CLIN as the jargon goes. In addition, various
costs are reimbursed by the government. Direct la-
bor costs are negotiated. Finally, a fee (read “profit”)
is negotiated. Thus, the government usually pays
about double what the employee receives in wages.

Each employer, in order to attract the most quali-
fied and available workers, must offer a series of
fringe benefits: annual leave, sick leave, family leave,
retirement contributions, life insurance, savings plans,
holiday pay and health care. Most employers offer a
selection of plans based on the individual employ-
ees’ needs. A young, single, healthy person may only
want basic medical care. Employees with families
want coverage for their spouse and children. Older
persons may also want temporary disability benefits
in case of accidents or the onset of a disabling dis-
ease; e.g., cardiac incident, cancer, etc.

Let us take a moment and wonder what may hap-
pen under the proposed Public Option of the current
version of the Obama/Pelosi/Reid healthcare bill.
Suppose each or many of the contractors suddenly
realize that with the public option, they can merely
say (or may not have the choice — nobody has read
and understand the entire bill) to their employees:
“We cannot compete with the government healthcare
system. Therefore, you must take the public option.”
Of course, contracts will have to be renegotiated and
all employees’ paychecks will have to be adjusted
accordingly. Not too farfetched to ensure that the
Public Option becomes the only option available to
everyone. Presto, we now have universal healthcare.

A Differing

Point of View
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Saturday Hours Available at Regular Rates
(703) 450-9600  •  www.DavesAir.com

201 Davis Drive, Suite GG
Sterling, VA 20164

News

and clothes, especially if they don’t have
heating.”

Dore does not travel alone to the Coat
Closet. Her mother, Kerry Dore, and friend,
Alix Carlin also volunteer.

Nevertheless, Carlin said she does not
mind waking up early on weekends when
she can choose to sleep in like others her
age.

“Lauren told me to come with her,” Carlin
said. “It’s really nice and a friendly atmo-
sphere.”

On the other hand, Tabassi’s brother, 15-
year-old Chris Tabassi, said it’s easy to com-
municate with the diverse group of people
who come to the coat closet, since they are
trilingual.

“Our mother is from Venezuela,” Chris
Tabassi said, “and our dad is Iranian. It is
easier for us to speak in Spanish. It comes
in handy.”

In the end, Nick Tabassi said if anyone in
the community desires to volunteer their
time at the Coat Closet, they should get in-
volved.

“It’s a lot easier when it’s a big group,” he
said.

According to Reston Interfatih, Winter
Coat Closet assistants facilitate the daily
operations of the Hunter Mill Winter Coat
Closet, operated in partnership with the

Hunter Mill District Supervisor’s Office.
The 2009 Hunter Mill Winter Coat Closet

operates out of the Community Room at the
Hunter Mill District Supervisor’s Office,
North County Government Center, 12000
Bowman Towne Drive and Cameron Glen
Drive. It is open Tuesday, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.;
Thursday, 6-8 p.m.; and Saturday, 10:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. It is closed for major holi-
days.

The Coat Closet ends on March 13. The
non-profit organization is need of more
children and men’s coats during the holi-
day season. Coats must be in good condi-
tion.

From Page 7

Teens Lend Helping Hand

Reston Interfaith and Supervisor
Catherine Hudgins (D-Hunter
Mill) are partnering to provide
winter coats to needy children
and families.
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Sports

The Reston Anklebiters captured the Fairfax County
Youth Football League championship two weeks ago.
Read about the team’s playoff success in the Reston
Youth Football report at connectionnewspapers.com.
Go to Reston or Herndon sports. The Anklebiter cham-
pions, back row, from left, are coaches John Moyle,
Daryl Savage and Craig Summey; Middle row, Daniel
Ezidinma (No. 62), Alexander Constantine (65), Co-
Captain Cameron Savage (21), Co-Captain Nick Castillo
(35), Co-Captain Samuel Moyle (60), Justin Russell (88)
and Andreas Kamali (67); and, front row, Alex
Ezidinma (32), Andrew Ezidinma (34), Anton Coghlan
(30), Bryce Thomas (24), Tahj Summey (3), Brayden
DiBacco (58) and Justo Esteve (28).

The 12-under Virginia Xplosion fall baseball team re-
cently defeated the Fauquier Mustangs in the finals of the
Old Dominion Baseball League (ODBL) playoffs.
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Xplosion Baseball Captures
Fall Season Baseball Title

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

T
he 12-under Vir-
ginia Xplosion
powered its way to a
travel baseball cham-

pionship with an 11-5 victory over
the Fauquier Mustangs in the fi-
nals of the Old Dominion Baseball
League (ODBL) playoffs. The lo-
cal team, stationed in Sterling, is
made up of players from through-

out the Northern Vir-
ginia area.

The tournament was
took place on Nov. 7-
8, at Nokesville’s Val-
ley View Park. The title

was the Xplosion’s first after three
previous trips to the ODBL cham-
pionship game.

“Good players make good
coaches,” said Xplosion Manager
Kenny Burch. “I was fortunate to
be surrounded by terrific kids,
dedicated assistant coaches and
supportive parents.”

The Xplosion pounced on the
Mustangs early, scoring three
times in the first inning on Mike
Smith’s run-scoring blast and Joe
DiConsiglio’s two-RBI single.
Pitchers Jett Manning, Smith and
Forest Wagner never looked
back, stifling a strong Mustangs
squad.

The relentless Xplosion attack
was sparked by Dylan
Robertson’s booming two-run
double. Wagner and Smith both
collected three hits. Drew
Daczkowski added a hit and
scored two runs. Devin Vigneault
iced the game with a run-scoring
knock in the final inning.

In the semifinals, pitchers
Wagner and DiConsiglio shut
down the Alexandria Heat, 11-
1. Lead-off batter Manning paced
the Xplosion offense with a 4-for-
4 performance. Burch and
Daczkowski both slugged two
hits.  In early rounds, the
Xplosion bested the Stafford Ti-
tans, 6-2. Reid contributed two
hits and five stolen bases.
Catcher Koerner capped a 9-1
win over Western Loudoun by
gunning out a base-stealer in the
last inning.

Throughout the tournament, the
Xplosion received big perfor-
mances from Corey Burch, Colin
Reid and Trent Koerner. Injured
Xplosion star Brian Hopkins re-
turned to action after missing
much of the season.

The Xplosion assistant coaches
are Mike Hopkins, Marty Reid and
Todd Vigneault.

The team finished the regular
season with an 8-5-1 record, earn-
ing the second seed in the ODBL
championship tournament.

Cascades Flag Football
League in Sterling concluded an
exciting fall season. The league
consisted of 375 players on 39
teams and four grade divisions.
The league conducted its annual
end of season tournaments Nov.
7-8. The tournaments featured
35 games on three fields. Four
teams won championships with
the Vikings finishing off an un-
defeated season and winning the
kindergarten-first grade division.
Other division winners were: the
Patriots (grades two and three);
the Rams (grades four and five);
and Falcons (middle school divi-
sion). Registration for the Spring
2010 season is now open at
youthflag.com/cascades.

Cascades Flag Football is a youth
league open to boys and girls in
kindergarten through eighth
grade. The Spring 2010 season
starts April 5. Early bird rates ap-
ply through Feb. 12. For more in-
formation on coaching or officiat-
ing call 703-444-8805, ext. 112 or
email cascades@youthflag.com.

Loudoun Field Hockey As-
sociation will have its Spring
2010 season at two field locations:
East in Sterling and West in
Leesburg. The league is open for
girls ages 8-to-17 of all skill lev-
els. The season starts April 5. Reg-
ister online at
loudounfieldhockey.org. Early bird
rates apply through Feb. 12. Vol-
unteer coaches and referees are
needed. Call 703-444-1020, ext.
104 for more information.

Also, Adult field hockey within
Loudoun Field Hockey Associa-
tion is open to players ages 21 and
over of all skill levels. Games are
played at NVCC-Loudoun. For
more information go to
loudounfieldhockey.org.

Edric Wung (McLean) fin-
ished in a second place tie in the
boys’ 12-13 age group division of
the recent MAPGA Junior Turkey
Two-Day golf event at Fauquier
Springs Country Club. Ian
Hildebrand of Purcellville finished
first. Wung had a two-day total of
164, tying him with Errol Clarke

(Mitchellville, Md.).
In the overall girls’ division,

Shabril Brewer (Oak Hill) broke
away from the field and won by
eight shots over April
Nimjareansuk (Alexandria).
Brewer started the day with bird-
ies at holes one, two and seven.
She fired a 5-over 77 to finish the
event at 11-over par. Brewer, a
Westfield High student, was part
of the Bulldogs’ team that cap-
tured the state AAA golf title a few
weeks ago.

Shannon Brooks (Vienna)
cruised to a victory in the Girls 12-
14 division with a two-day total
of 166. Her second round 81 was
a two-day low for her division.
Julie Luo (Herndon) finished nine
shots back with 175.

The South Lakes High foot-
ball team was well-represented in
All-Liberty District honors.
Seahawks named All-District
First Team were: Kevin Ball (of-
fensive tackle), JaJuan Jones
(running back), Shawn Khan
(linebacker), Sean Price (wide
receiver) and Darius Smith (kick
returner). Second Team mem-
bers were: Jamal Cooper (offen-
sive tackle), Tony Jenkins (wide
receiver) and Darius Smith (both
running back and defensive
back). Gaining All-District Hon-
orable Mention honors for South
Lakes were: Mikey Bissonnette
(linebacker), Mike McKeon (de-
fensive tackle), Lance Petit (line-
backer), Shawn Rana (quarter-
back), Stepfon Sanford (running
back) and Jake Slover (center).

South Lakes, under coach John
Ellenberger, went 5-6 this season
and qualified for the Northern
Region Div. 5 playoffs.

Matt McLean (Sterling), a
junior at the University of Virginia
and a member of the Cavaliers’
swim team, recently received a
pair of swimming honors. He
earned ACC Performer of the
Week accolades (Nov. 10) and
was also named the NCAA Divi-
sion I Men’s Swimmer of the Week
by CollegeSwimming.com.
McLean, in UVA’s 165-125 team
victory over Kentucky, won both
the 200 and 500 freestyle events.
He clocked a mark of 1:38.08 in
the 200, which qualified him for
the national ‘B’ cut. He also won
the 500 in 4:26.48, the fastest
time in the ACC this season, for
another qualifying ‘B’ cut.

Sports

Notes

Garrett Roe (Vienna), a jun-
ior forward on the St. Cloud State
University (Minn.) men’s ice
hockey team, recently scored his
100th career point for the Huskies.
St. Cloud State is a member of the
Western Collegiate Hockey Asso-
ciation (WCHA).

Roe scored his 100th point dur-
ing St. Cloud’s 3-1 victory at Michi-
gan Tech on Oct. 31. Roe becomes
just the 22nd player in team history,
at the NCAA Div. I level, to score 100
career points. He now has 37 goals
and 64 assists for 101 points in 85
games played at SCSU.

In his career at SCSU, Roe is
averaging almost 1.20 points per
game for the Huskies. He is a two-
time All-WCHA selection and an
NHL draft pick selection of the Los
Angeles Kings. SCSU owns a 3-3-

2 overall record this season and a
2-1-1 record in the always rugged
WCHA.

The Sterling Golf, Swim and
Tennis Club had its Fifth Annual
Mega Scramble. The weather, un-
fortunately, did not cooperate. Top
prize was a four day, three-night
travel package to each member of
the winning team. First place went
to Don Christenson, Ken Albanese
and Todd Murphy. The second
place team, made up of Doug
Mallory, Sean Mallory and Thomas
Breedan, received a three-day,
two-night travel package. Dave
Bryant won the Carnival Cruise in
the Putting Contest and Mike
Yannello won the opportunity for
a 60-foot putt, but was 2 inches
short for the $5,000 prize.
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David Lipman Wiesen, 77, died on Nov.15,
at his home in Reston. He was born on Feb.
23, 1932 in New York, N.Y. to the late Nissan
and Norma Wiesen. Wiesen earned his B.S.
from MIT in 1954 and his MBA from NYU
in 1964. Wiesen was stationed in Greenland
during his military service with the Signal
Corps in 1956. A lifelong ham radio enthu-
siast (K2VX), he was a member of the Vienna
Wireless Society, ARRL and QCWA. He
served as secretary and board member of
the MIT Enterprise Forum of Washington
and Baltimore and was active in the MIT

Alumni Association. Wiesen was the beloved
husband of the late Muriel Wiesen, loving
and devoted father of Sloan C. Wiesen and
his partner Randall Blandin of Reston.

The family received friends on Friday,
Nov. 20 at Adams-Green Funeral Home, 721
Elden St., Herndon, with funeral services
at 12 noon. Internment immediately fol-
lowed at Chestnut Grove Cemetery,
Herndon. In lieu of flowers, charitable con-
tributions can be made to the Reston Inter-
faith (restoninterfaith.org) or Equality Vir-
ginia (equalityvirginia.org).

David Lipman Wiesen, 77, Dies

Two Juveniles
Charged With
Setting Fires

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment fire investigators charged two juve-
niles with setting multiple fires at Langston
Hughes Middle School on Wednesday, Oct.
28.

The juveniles were charged with burning
or destroying personal property less than
$200 (Class 1 Misdemeanor, Virginia Code
18.2-81). The fires were set in the boy’s
locker room. There was no damage to the
structure. There were no injuries.

RA Board
Approves Budget

After months of work sessions and two
public hearings, the Board of Directors of
the Reston Association approved the 2010-
2011 budget for the 62,000-member com-
munity association.

 The board also set the annual assessment
rate to $515 for 2010. The current rate is
$491

 Unlike a town or city, which uses tax rev-
enue to pay for services and amenities,
Reston relies mostly on assessment dollars
from the 21,346 households in the planned
community.

The annual fee covers maintenance of the
15 pools, 48 tennis courts, 55 miles of trails
that connect neighborhoods and village cen-
ters, covenants administration, manage-
ment of the association and member com-
munications.

Milton W. Matthews, Reston Association’s
chief executive officer, said the biennial
budget was developed with “full consider-
ation” of the current economy. He said the
$13.4 million budget focused on many of
the priorities set by the nine-member board.

“There are no new initiatives,” Matthews
said. “In fact, the board eliminated a total

of $200,000 that would have financed
within a quarter mile of each pathway light-
ing near the Hunters Woods Village Center
and the South Lakes Village Center.

The board raised the assessment to main-
tain current services and amenities and plan
for the anticipated cost of moving to a new
headquarters facility in 2010.

Sue Pinkman
Honored As
Citizen of the Year

Reston Citizens Association President
Marion Stillson announced the selection of
Sue Pinkman as the 2009 Reston Citizen of
the Year. The award will be presented for-
mally at a ceremony on Monday, Nov. 30,
at 7 p.m. in the Community Center at Hunt-
ers Woods.

“Picking the Citizen of the Year is never
an easy task,” said Colin Mills, Citizen of
the Year Committee chair and RCA vice
president. “There are so many people who
deserve to be recognized. But Sue is a top-
notch choice. As a long-time fan of the
Reston Community Players, I’m delighted
to see her recognized with this well-earned
honor.”

Pinkman was cited for her exceptional
contributions to the development and ex-
cellence of the theatre arts in the Reston
community. She has served as a Reston
Community Players volunteer for more than
30 years, from set construction and back-
stage technician to producing, directing and
acting. She has been the Players president
since 1998 and is currently playing a lead
role in the RCP production of “Curtains.”.
Thanks to her leadership, RCP has provided
scholarships annually for the last 18 years
to a local graduating high school senior. She
also started a YMCA Children’s After School
theatre program and implemented sign-in-
terpreted shows for the hearing-impaired.

Week in Reston

To have community events listed in the Connec-
tion, send to reston@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

THURSDAY/NOV. 26
Chantilly-Centreville Chamber of Commerce

Monthly Power Networking Breakfast.
7:45-9:30 a.m. at the Holiday Inn Select, Expo
Center, Chantilly. Network, exchange business
cards, develop prospects and introduce your
company to other attendees. Those who register
prior to the event will have their contact
information provided to all attendees at
registration. $30 dollars for members. 703-815-
6060 or dullesherndonregionalchamber.org.

SATURDAY/NOV. 28
 Annual Thanksgiving Dinner Service at the

Embry Rucker Community Shelter hosted
by the Zeta Upsilon Lambda Chapter of Alpha
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Dinner will be served
from 4:45 until 6 p.m. The Zeta Upsilon Lambda
Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. has
served the Northern Virginia community since
its inception on Dec. 12, 1975. More
information can be found at http://
www.zul1906.org.

MONDAY/NOV. 30
Open Season Workshop for Federal

Employees and Retirees, with
Congressman Gerry Connolly. 10 a.m.-12
p.m. at the Fairfax County Government Center,

12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax.
With OPM’s Dean Schleicher, project leader for
the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program
annual Open Season, and Walt Francis, author
of Consumer CHECKBOOK’s Guide to Health
Plans for Federal Employees. FEHB plan
representatives will be on hand to answer
questions and help participants. Call
Congressman Connolly’s District Office at 703-
256-3071.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 2
Dulles Corridor Rail Association Annual

Meeting. 6-8 p.m. at Gannett, 7950 Jones
Branch Drive, Tysons Corner. To honor the
progress of construction of Phase 1 of the Dulles
Corridor Metrorail Project and the people who
are making it happen. 703-716-5750 or
www.dullescorridorrail.com.

SUNDAY/DEC. 6
Ostomy Support Group of Northern

Virginia. 1:30-3:30 p.m. Fairfax Hospital
Physicians Conference Center. Annual holiday
festivities, also Capital Hospice. 703-802-3457
or www.ostomysupportofnova.org.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 9
League of Women Voters of the Fairfax

Area. 7:30 p.m. at Reston Art Gallery at Heron
House, Lake Anne Village Center, Reston.
Contact Lucy, 703-757-5893. www.lwv-
fairfax.org.

Bulletin Board

H
erndon’s first public art
project was officially un
veiled and commemorated
by the mayor and Town

Council on Nov. 17. The bronze sculpture,
titled “The Community Circle,” stands at the
entrance to the Herndon Community Cen-
ter, welcoming the public and representing
leisure, community, fun, activity and the
parks and recreation department mission.

The design of the community center reno-
vation and addition included space for an
outdoor art piece. Research for an artist and
an appropriate piece began in 2005. In early
2006, the town began working on concepts,
with the clay model completed in July of
that year. The full-size clay model was com-
pleted in 2007, before completion at the
foundry. New Arts Foundry in Baltimore,
Md. performed the bronze work under the
guidance of the artist, Marcia Billig.

Billig created dozens of sculptures found
around the Washington, D.C. metro region
and the United States. Five of her pieces
are recognized in the book “Washington
Sculpture: A Cultural History of Outdoor
Sculpture in the Nation’s Capital.”

Councilman Dennis Husch, Vice Mayor Connie Hutchison, Councilman
David Kirby, artist Marcia Billig, Mayor Steve DeBenedittis and Council-
man Charlie Waddell pose in front of the newly unveiled sculpture at
the Herndon Community Center.
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‘Community Circle’ Unveiled
Town’s first public art
is in place at
community center.

Correction
The last week’s article [“Real-Life Hero at South Lakes High”] misidentified Brig.

Gen. Lyn Sherlock. She is a director, regional affairs, Office of the Deputy
Undersecretary of the Air Force, International Affairs.
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

HOME REMODELING
KITCHENS, BATHS, TILE, TRIM, INT.
ALTERATIONS, all HOME REPAIRS!
Steve’s Remodeling

Call Steve Paris
(703) 830-5681 - 703-932-0270

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • FREE ESTIMATES

LIC. • INS. BONDED OWNER OPERATED

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

Finish your basement now!
✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est. 37 yrs exp.  Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Christmas Décor Installers
Call today for a free estimate

703-433-2739
or contact us on the web at

Perfectlandscapes.com

LEAF CLEAN UP & REMOVAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING

ENGLISH-SPEAKING 
ONE-WOMAN 

HOUSECLEANING.
14 Years Experience. 

Honest, reliable, 
loves animals. 

Reasonable rates. 
703-855-3302

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
EmploymentEmployment

Complete Home Improvement
and Handyman

2nd Story additions to Decks
Since 1998

703-867-0119
Class A

IMPROVEMENTS

We help Seniors remain independent
and in their own home

Personal Care, Companionship, Errands, Meal Preparation, Light
Housekeeping, Transportation and much more!

• Licensed by Virginia Department of Health
• Registered Nurse Operated
• A-List CareGivers insured, bonded and certified
• Flexible Schedule: From a few hours, a few days,

a week to 24 hour and live-in
• Safe Senior (TM) Program

For employment opportunities,
please call 703-621-4825 x1107

Service throughout Fairfax/Loudoun Counties

www.anovask.com

ASS’T OPERATION MANAGER

Established freight forwarding company in 
the Northern  VA. area seeks experienced in-
dividual to assist in the day to day operations 
to include routing, tracking and tracing of 
shipments. Prospective applicants must have 
2-3 years experience in the freight forwarding 
business as well as excellent communication 
skills. Experience with Cargowise or other 
shipment tracking programs is a plus. Salary 
based upon experience. Please e-mail resume 
to ctfs@ctfshows.com or fax resume to 703-
518-4729 no phone calls please. 

LABORERS

Golf Course Construction Company 
looking for laborers to perform duties as 
follows: raking, shovel, rock picking & 
sod laying. Must have transportation 
and past experience. Please call 
(954)571-2088 Extension 224 for phone 
interview. Hard workers only apply. 
Rate $9.50 per Hour.  Sterling area.

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

Immediate Openings! PT/FT.
Temp/perm. Cust. Sales/Service. Ideal
for students/others. Flex. schedules.

All ages 18+. Conditions Apply.

703-359-7600

HOLIDAY
HELP

$17.00 Base-Appt.

TRABAJADORES

Compañía de construcción de Campos de 
Golf está buscando trabajadores para de-
sempeñar las siguientes tareas: Rastrillar, 
Pala, Levantar Piedras y Colocaión de 
Cesped. Tiene que tener transportación 
propia y previa experiencia. Por favor lla-
mar al (954) 571-2088 Extensión 224 para 
una entrevista por teléfono. Aplicar sola-
mente buenos trabajadores. Tarifa $9.50 
por Hora. En el área de Sterling.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

b

b
b7:45 a.m Holy Eucharist Rite I, No Music

9:00 a.m. Family Service, Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II

5:00 p.m. Come as You Are Contemporary
Service with Communion

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

 The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH- Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

8:00 and 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:30 am

Nature House Unveiled
for watering. “That way, we’re managing

all our storm water right here onsite,” Shaw
said.

The walls are made with a structural in-
sulation paneling system (SIPS) to prevent
temperature leaks, and the drywall over
them is completely recycled. In fact, the
building is so airtight that it requires fresh
air intakes.

Some of the floors are covered with
“marmoleum,” which Shaw said was long
lasting but biodegradable because it’s made
with natural ingredients such as rosins and
linseed oil, while recycled carpeting was
laid elsewhere. Some floor mats are made
of recycled bottles and tires, and others con-
sist of fibers from plants that grow around
Reston’s lakes. The restroom tiles are made
from recycled porcelain and are “really
beautiful,” Shaw said. “It can look beauti-
ful and be green, and it doesn’t always have
to be a tradeoff.”

The dual flush toilets have different flush
volumes for liquid and solid waste. “That
one choice that you make can save half your
water in the bathroom,” said Shaw.

THE GEOTHERMAL SYSTEM circulates
water through nine wells buried 320 feet
under the earth. At that depth, Shaw said,

“You don’t have 20-degree days and 90-de-
gree days like we have in Virginia above-
ground.” Water from the system will also
circulate under the porch to melt snow
when a sensor detects temperature and hu-
midity levels that would create icy condi-
tions. Temperature controls in the five dif-
ferent “zones” of the building are indepen-
dent.

The building has a residential feel, par-
ticularly in the Chuck Veatch Room, where
the welcome desk and most of the facility’s
resources are located. There, a fire place
and bookshelves can be found, as well as
terrariums containing a corn snake, a frog
and an uncharacteristically gregarious box
turtle. “It’s a space where we wanted ev-
eryone to feel welcome,” Shaw said.

The room is named for a Reston photog-
rapher and conservationist whose book,
“The Nature of Reston,” was sold as a fund
raiser for the Nature House.

The stuffed heron at the foot of the stairs
serves as a cautionary tale. It was caught a
fishing line that was left in one of the ca-
nals that feed into Lake Anne and drowned.

In February, a wildlife pond will be in-
stalled behind the building, including a
sculpture piece, and the frog will be re-
located to this outdoor environ in time
for spring.

From Page 3

News

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

.................................................

EXPERT
LEAF REMOVAL, FIREWOOD

AT AFFORDABLE FEES

 Licensed HES Co. LLC. Insured

703-203-8853
Ask About Going Green!

Mulch, Gutter, Landscape

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

ClassifiedClassified
3 RE for Rent

C’ville, end TH, 3br, 2.5.5 BA, 
fpl, w/d, pool, ten, bcks to wds
$1650/mo  o/a 703-864-5881 

4 RE for Sale

Behind on Payments? 
Avoid Foreclosure call
1-800-710-9938 x111

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

I imagine it’s a bit more than a coinci-
dence under my present health circum-
stances (God works in mysterious ways, it is
said), that after pressing the “seek” button on
my car’s radio, the radio will regularly (it
doesn’t feel random anymore) advance itself
and stop on “Praise 104.1,” an “inspir-
ational” Gospel music station, (and not one
of my “pre-sets”). And for the first time in my
life, other than occasionally watching Joel
Osteen with my recently deceased mother
on Sunday mornings, and/or watching the
Christmas/Easter services broadcast from
Rome, with my wife, Dina’s, Italian grand-
mother, Filomena (also recently deceased), I
am now stopping and listening again; defi-
nitely to the music and sometimes even to
the words.

As for the songs I hear, which are not
really distinguishable to me as yet, I don’t
know if it’s the arrangement, the produc-
tion/engineering, the music, the musicians,
the lyrics, the singer, the choir, but together, it
all sounds wonderful. It “taps my toes” and
lifts my spirit. Moreover, it’s so upbeat and
positive and full of life and enthusiasm that it
almost makes me feel like dancing (and that’s
saying/doing something), and I feel better just
listening (not healthier, yet; let’s be realistic).
Maybe, even, a little hopeful, though. But
I’m not quite committed, emotionally. Nor
have I reprogrammed my car radio’s “pre-
sets.” And I don’t know any of the
D.J.s/“personalities” or the formats that may
differ from hour to hour, day to today, either.
At present, I would describe myself as a cas-
ual/inadvertent listener but one whose inter-
est has been piqued.

So what next? Do I change one of my
“pre-sets on my car’s FM radio and become
a regular listener? Do I call in and inquire
about getting on the station’s email/web site
list (if they have one)? Do I join their frequent
listener club (if they have one)? How
involved do I want to be? Dare I ask, will
whatever that level of involvement becomes,
will it/could it  positively affect my life; and if
someone, anyone, says it might, shouldn’t I,
given the seriousness of my underlying medi-
cal condition, embrace any and all options
that might offer a way through this most
arduous journey in which I find myself
entangled?

Maybe there’s an interim step I could
hesitatingly take?

Maybe I should first listen better when the
radio “seeks” and finds “Praise 104.1,” and
pay closer attention to more of what’s broad-
cast, specifically the lyrics in the songs, what
the D.J.’s say, the station’s promotions/ adver-
tisements), in general, the overall flow and
feeling, the vibe. Maybe it’s not as much of a
match as I think it is? I’ve only heard bits and
pieces of parts of songs, minimal D.J./ broad-
caster involvement and so far, very little
proselytizing. On balance, so far what I’ve
heard has been good, but it’s been so infre-
quent and irregular, that I haven’t focused my
attention yet and really listened to hear what
I might learn and determine if in fact, this sta-
tion’s content is what I want/need to hear.

And if it turns out that it’s not where I’m
comfortable being, I think I’ll be better off
having reached out, so to speak, to make that
assessment. As much as this cancer thing may
have closed me, somehow I need to find
ways to stay open. Who’s to say, or who
knows, what really helps? Probably, it all
does. Who knows which way to turn/how
best to proceed? Certainly not me.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Praise for the
Station
That Prays
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Seeking
artwork,
photography,
poetry,
opinions, short
stories and
reflections
from local
students.

 E-mail to:
PhotoR@con
nectionnews
papers.com, or
mail or deliver
contributions
by Dec. 4, to
1606 King St.,
Alexandria, VA
22314. Please
be sure to
include the
student’s
name, age,
grade, school
and town of
residence
along with
each
submission.
For infor-
mation, call
703-778-9410.

Be a Part
of

CHILDREN’S
(& TEENS’)
CONNECTION
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703-435-4900

“I work hard for my agents
so they can work hard for you!”

—Anita Lasansky, Managing Broker

www.RestonHomeLoan.com
www.RestonCenter.com

1-800-296-2593

1700 Bracknell Drive • Reston, VA 20194 • 703-435-4900

Call Missy Edmondson 703-932-8484  •  missyedmondson@LNF. com

Reston North Hills, 1700 Bracknell Drive•For Pickup, Call Us!
Elizabeth Digilio 703-928-1665

or Marjorie A. Thomas 703-822-1167

Call Karen Fowler 703-201-8133
Karen.Fowler@longandfoster.com

Call Pat Orend 703-407-3300
pat.orend@lnf.com.

Call Marnie 703-509-3107 marnie.schaar@LNF. com

Call Mary Miceli 703-362-2242
Mary. Miceli@longandfoster.com

Call Elizabeth Digilio@703-928-1665
elizabeth.digilio@longandfoster.com

Reston
$1,198,000
Spectacular

Custom
Contemporary
In sought-after
neighborhood
in North
Reston.
Fabulous floor

plan for entertaining w/over 6,000 SF. Chef’s
kitchen w/Viking appliances, gorgeous brand new
in-ground pool and fenced rear yd, main lvl mas-
ter suite w/FP, priv loft for office and exercise rm,
fin lower level w/full guest suite and enormous rec
rm. All this and just steps to Lake Newport.

Reston
$624,500

Smashing Z
Home!

Spectacular 4
BR, 2-car garage
townhome
w/over 3,300 SF.
Stunning open
floor plan w/2-

story fam rm, gleaming hardwoods, soaring ceil-
ings and walls of glass. Chef’s gourmet kitchen
w/brand new SS appliances, granite and
Italian tile. Fin lwr level w/rec rm, full
guest suite. Beautifully landscaped
w/patio and garden oasis.

Call Missy Edmondson 703-932-8484
missy.edmonson@LNF.com or

Michelle Chauvin @ 571-216-0371
michelle.chauvin@longandfoster.com

Fairfax $639,000
Picture Perfect!

Stunning 4 BR brick colonial, 4,000 SF, gorgeous eat-
in kitchen, great floor plan, ideal for entertaining,
Large bedrooms, private patio, sauna, on cul-de-sac.

Reston
Coming Soon!

Beautifully updated
end unit backing to
Reston parkland—
updates include kit
w/gorgeous cherry
cabinets and SS
appliances, baths,
windows and doors. 4
BRs on upper level,
gas heat.

Call Terry@703-861-0538
terry.atherton@longandfoster.com

Reston $649,500
Great New Price!

5th BR/office on main level, 4 BRs upstairs, 3
full baths. Many recent updates. Fireplaces in
MBR and wood stove in FR off kitchen. Perfect
for entertaining w/large LR and DR.
Upstairs bath with jets. Outside gut-
ters with helmets.

Reston
$389,000
Move-In
Ready!

Great for 1st time
home buyers. 3
lvl, North Reston
TH w/2 large BRs
and 2.5 BAs.
Updated kit
w/quartz counters,

SS appliances, new hardware on cabinets, sep pantry & new
lighting. Gorgeous maple hdwds throughout main lvl. Large
deck off kit w/new decking that backs to lush trees, fenced in
rear yd. Updated BA’s. Walk out lwr lvl w/rec rm, wood-burn-
ing FP, full BA, large storage area w/new W/D. Great loc, walk
to pools, schools, tennis, shops and Reston Town Ctr.

Herndon
$619,000

Shows Like
a Model!

2-car garage SF home
in Herndon built in
2004 w/upgrades
galore! Beautiful
designer paint

throughout. Maple hdwds on main. Huge gourmet kit
w/granite counters. Double oven, 5-burner gas cooktop on
large ctr island & ceramic floors. FR off kit, trex deck from
kit. 4 BR, 3 BA upstairs, lux mstr suite w/double sided gas
FP & sitting rm. Mstr BA w/large soaking tub,
ceramic tile, dual vanities. Fin lwr lvl w/rec rm and
lots of storage. Great loc, walk to schools, shops,
close to Dulles Toll Rd—great for commuting.

Leesburg $215,000
Great Home, Great Price!

You’ll enjoy this 3 BR, 2 BA home with lots
of updates and a great backyard and deck.
Super mother-in-law suite. Move right in!

Herndon
$1,500/Rental

Fabulous
Condo!

2 BR, 2 BA in a
gated community
close to shops, din-
ing and commuter
routes. Gourmet kit
w/granite counters,

SS appliances, open dining/living room w/SGD to
balcony. MBR and 2 BR on each side of main area.
Community amenities inc pools, exercise
rm, party rm, business ctr and picnic areas.

Reston
$649,900

Main Level
Master!

Beautiful 3 BR, 3-
level patio home in
sought-after Lake
Newport cluster in

North Reston. Wonderful open floor plan w/main level
master suite w/garden BA, walls of glass, hardwood
floors, brand new carpet, upper level w/loft study, fin
lower level w/rec rm, dance floor, full BA & storage.
Cluster dock, lawn care provided.

Call Missy Edmondson 703-932-8484
missyedmondson@LNF. com


