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T
he era of Susan Kellom is
drawing to a close, with
the chairwoman planning

to step down after a decade in
power. Kellom has led the party
since 1999, when she took over
after former chairman Paul
Smedberg. Since that time, the
Democrats maintained a strangle-
hold on local politics until losing
two seats on the council earlier
this year.

“I’m glad to see Susan step down
because she was very effective at
her job,” said Republican chairman
Chris Marston. “The fact that there
were six years without any elected
Republicans in Alexandria is a tes-
tament to the strength of the
Democratic Party and its leader-
ship.”

Kellom led the party through
some controversial moments, sup-
porting an effort to ditch the city’s
longtime tradition of having

By Michael Lee Pope
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R
esidential property tax-
payers could get stuck
with another tax hike
next year

in addition to a new
stormwater utility
fee. The higher taxes
and increased fees
could come at a time
when the sluggish
economy is still limp-
ing along at above-
average unemployment. Despite
the downturn, city workers could
stand to gain this year because City
Council members unanimously ap-
proved a resolution last week di-

recting City Manager Jim
Hartmann to create a “merit in-
crease” for 420 employees who
would be eligible.

“We have a staff that is being
pushed to the limits in terms of

capacity and re-
sources,” said Coun-
cilman Rob Krupicka,
who helped craft the
resolution. “There is
a need to provide
some level of merit.”

Last week, City
Council members

called Hartmann to submit a bud-
get that does not exceed last year’s
general fund operating budget of

O
fficers from the Alexandria Fire Department made a
special visit to Cora Kelly Elementary School on
Monday, Nov. 30. Assistant Fire Chief Andrew Snead,

Captain Luis Santana and Captain Thurston McClain were
joined by Fairfax County Fire Department Captain Willie Bailey
as they brought in frozen turkeys and new winter jackets for a
group of the students.

The firefighters are now gearing up for their annual toy give-
away to be held in December at Station 411 in Fairfax.

Special Delivery from
Fire Department

Captain Luis Santano, Cora Kelly administrative assistant Barbara Hine and school
principal Brandon Davis, Captain Thurston McClain and Assistant Fire Chief An-
drew Snead gather round the students after presenting them with turkeys and new
coats.

Alexandria Fire Department
Captain Thurston McClain
poses with the students at
Cora Kelly Elementary
School after fitting them to
new winter jackets.

Alexandria Assistant
Fire Chief Andrew
Snead helps size a
coat for a young
student.
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Last Year’s Cap
City manager directed to keep
spending levels same as last year.

“Will the tax
rate increase?
I don’t know.”
— Mayor Bill Euille

Democrats Prepare
For New Leadership
Two candidates emerge to lead
Alexandria Democratic Committee.
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News
Council Notebook

Cold, Hard Cash
The bean-counters at City Hall are hoping that federal money

set aside for “enhancing surface transportation” isn’t just about
widening roads. According to one grant application approved by
the City Council last week, it’s also about interpreting its history.

If the feds agree, the city could stand to receive $200,000 from
the Transportation Enhancement Program. The money would go
for the restoration of a historic ice well at the southwest corner of
Cameron and Royal streets. Minutes of the 18th century Alexan-
dria Common Council indicate Alexandria entrepreneur John
Wise was given permission to construct an ice well under
Cameron Street in 1793.

“Taverns and hotels inherently relate to the history of surface
transportation because they were built to provide weary travel-
ers with food and lodging,” wrote City Manager Jim Hartmann
in his recommendation to approve the grant application. “A unique
feature of the City Tavern was the installation of an adjoining
subterranean ice well, which provided the tavern with a ready
supply of ice.”

Calling the Question
Councilman Frank Fannon would like to have participated

in the Nov. 10 discussion about how to handle the next municipal
election. But he never had a chance.

When Vice Mayor Kerry Donley made a motion to ditch a
potential charter amendment designed to avoid overlap with the
presidential election, the motion quickly gained a second. Then,
within a matter of seconds, the question was called — a proce-
dural tactic that’s typically used to end a debate that’s dragged
on too long. In this case, though, the question was called before
any public discussion took place.

“You do a great job running the meetings,” Fannon told Mayor
Bill Euille before voting to approve the minutes of the Nov. 10
meeting. “But you could also maybe just say ‘Is there any further
discussion on it?’ I did have a point I was trying to get across but
I was cut off by the call of the question.”

Recovering Costs
Alexandria loves a parade. And an art festival. Don’t forget about

the city’s birthday festival. Then there’s the summertime ethnic
celebrations. The money adds up.

In 2008, the city’s special events cost $421,000. This year, the
city was able to bring that number down to $268,000. Next year,
city officials are hoping to whittle the special-event budget down
to $175,000 — less than half of what it was in 2008.

“Most of the reduction is as a result of us capturing the actual
cost and giving it back to the organizer for direct reimbursement
back to the city,” said Jack Browand, director of special events.
“In many cases, the organizers have been very willing to work
with us to actually reduce the cost to lessen the burden on the
city as well as their fundraising capacity, so they become much
more efficient as well.”

In 2010, taxpayers will shell out $67,000 for the St. Patrick’s
Day Parade, $31,000 for the George Washington Parade and
$24,000 for the Scottish Walk.

More Stimulus Money
Uncle Sam delivered again this week, approving a $1.4 mil-

lion stimulus application to promote energy conservation. The
money, which will come from the United States Department of
Energy, will help implement a number of conservation projects,
including energy audits, a loan program for energy improvements
and LED conversion for street and traffic lights.

“The energy savings will help us long after the recession is over,”
said Councilman Rob Krupicka in a written statement announc-
ing the stimulus award. “This is one reason we did the Eco-City
charter and action plans — it helps us to apply for grants to imple-
ment.”

— Michael Lee Pope

Being the Bluegrass Ambassador
Musician Ira Gitlin is set
to embark on an
international journey with
the State Department.

Ira Gitlin

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

A
 native of New York City, Ira Gitlin received
a bachelor’s degree in Ancient Greece from
Swarthmore College and a master’s degree
in classical studies from the University of

Pennsylvania. He has lived in Alexandria since 2005,
and he currently makes a living by teaching private
music lessons. He is part of a number of local musi-
cal outfits, including Blue Moon Cowgirls and the
Oklahoma Twisters.

How did you get involved with the State
Department?

Bob Perilla, the guitarist, lead singer and
bandleader, met someone from the State Department
a few years back. Bob is not only a great salesman,
he’s also very knowledgeable about history and poli-
tics. He sold them on the idea that our band would
be good ambassadors, and would show a side of
American musical culture that doesn’t often get seen
overseas. This’ll be our fifth State Department tour.

What locations will you be visiting on the
tour?

We’ll be visiting Maritania, Togo, the Republic of
Congo, and the Central African Republic with a brief
transit through Benin.

What is the point of this tour?
I guess the idea is to help people in the countries

we’ll be visiting form a fuller picture of what America
is about. I’m sure a lot of them never get to meet
Americans, or if they do, their contact is very lim-
ited. As a minor plus, there’s the flip side: We get to
learn about some countries we might otherwise know
nothing about.

How do you think folks who have never
heard bluegrass music will respond to it?

Very well, to judge by the response on previous
tours. In the United States, anyone who hears blue-
grass can’t help but hear it through the filter of the
cultural context — rural versus urban, southern ver-
sus northern, that kind of thing. There are a lot of
stereotypes, both positive and negative, associated
with the music here. But overseas, people respond
to it in an unmediated way. They hear it, they like it.

People often call jazz the only form of
American music, but doesn’t that overlook
bluegrass music?

It overlooks a lot more than just bluegrass. There’s

See Bluegrass Ambassador,  Page 15

Deputy Sheriff Greg Zedalis supervises inmates from the City of Alexandria jail as
they put up holiday decorations on King Street in Old Town Nov. 30 and Dec. 1.
McKinely Pollard, Jamie Friscia and Shawn Banks had to earn their spots in the
Inmate Work Detail. Started in 2006, the program saved the City of Alexandria
$198,000, according to the sheriff’s office.
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Woods
News

Library in the Woods

Like the new $110 million education center, pictured here, the design of
a proposed George Washington National Library will attempt to blend
into the heavily wooded area south of the Wessynton neighborhood

Jim Rees

Estate is planning a
national library to
promote Washington
scholarship.
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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

A
iming to become the intellectual
capital for all things George
Washington, the Mount Vernon
Estate has been quietly working

behind the scenes for years to create a new
“national library” near the historic mansion.
In recent months, the project has taken in-
creased priority at the estate, which is gov-
erned by the Mount Vernon Ladies Associa-
tion. A prominent
Baltimore archi-
tectural firm has
been hired to de-
sign the building,
and a bucolic set-
ting in the woods
has been set aside
for the project.

Now all that’s
left is encouraging
the big-money do-
nors to make it
happen.

“We need an
eight-figure lead-
ership gift from a true George Washington
believer,” said Jim Rees, executive direc-
tor of the Mount Vernon Estate. “This is
not for those donors seeking a lot of pub-
licity or someone who wants their name
on a wall seen by millions of visitors every
year.”

Rees says the building will probably cost
anywhere from $25 million to $50 million,
attracting as many as 10,000 visitors a year.
The architecture will have its own iden-
tity, not a phony colonial retread of the
18th century riverside mansion. Inside,
visitors will find the complete collection
of George Washington’s papers, an archive
that will eventually be moved from the Uni-
versity of Virginia. The facility will also
offer a series of seminar rooms fit for aca-
demic conferences or leadership seminars.

“We don’t want Johnny to write his term
paper here,” said Rees, who has been ex-
ecutive director since 1994. “At the same
time, we want scholars to think of us first
in terms of the place to go — a scholarly
retreat that’s very much at home in the for-
est.”

THE NEW BUILDING will not be a “presi-
dential library” in a formal sense, with fed-
eral dollars that are overseen by the gov-
ernment-run Office of Presidential Librar-
ies. Instead the building will be solely
owned and operated by the Mount Vernon
Ladies Association. Although it will not
be part of a tourist itinerary, the building

will offer better availability than the by-
appointment-only operation in the base-
ment of the Mount Vernon administration
building. But it will also offer research-
ers easy access to the historic estate and
its breathtaking views of the Potomac
River.

“Modern presidential libraries have es-
sentially become adjuncts to universities,
but you lose something in the process,”
said noted Washington historian Richard
Norton Smith, a history professor at
George Mason University and a former di-
rector of two presidential libraries. “The
idea of creating a research facility at
Mount Vernon is in many ways a throw-
back to the original model of the presi-
dential system — a kind of turbo-charged
model that seems to me to be an improve-
ment on traditional presidential library.”

Striking the right balance between being
accessible and discreet will not be easy.
When the Ladies Association was in the

planning stages for the new education cen-
ter, neighbors ex-
pressed concerns
about the scale of the
new building, in-
creased amount of
traffic, parking avail-
ability and the num-
ber of trees removed
in the construction
process. Now that
planning for the new
library is moving for-
ward, Rees has al-
ready met twice with
n e i g h b o r h o o d
groups in an effort to
be proactive about
the project. But the triangular slice of prop-

erty that’s been selected for the project is a
heavily wooded area
south of the
Wessynton neigh-
borhood that is cer-
tain to renew envi-
ronmental concerns
about trees.

“My advice would
be to minimize the
number of trees that
will be removed,”
said Gerry Hyland,
who represents the
Mount Vernon Dis-
trict on the Fairfax
County Board of Su-
pervisors. “It’s their

land, and I suppose they can do whatever

they want with it. But people won’t be
happy if there’s significant tree loss.”

ALTHOUGH THE IDEA has been kicked
around at Mount Vernon for more than a
decade, plans to create a new national li-
brary began to gather steam in 2006. That’s
when the project was added to a master plan
in the wake of a $110 million campaign to
create a 66,700 square-foot education cen-
ter bankrolled by the Donald W. Reynolds
Foundation and the Ford Motor Company.
Now that he’s seeking funding for the next
phase of the expansion, Rees has scheduled
two different meetings with neighborhood
groups to hear their concerns.

“I encouraged him to seek the highest
LEED certification possible,” said Mount
Vernon Council of Citizens’ Associations co-
chairwoman Katherine Ward, referring to
a rating system developed by the United
States Green Building Council. “In his day,
George was all about sustainability and I
would like to see this project mirror that.”

The goals of the library include assem-
bling a definitive collection of archival ma-
terial on Washington, hosting conferences
relevant to the 18th century and conduct-
ing an aggressive outreach program that
would dovetail with the mission of the new
education center. With the rise of social his-
tory over the last half century, Washington’s
star has faded as emphasis has shifted away
from the “great man theory” of history to-
ward economic and social interpretations.
But the George Washington National Library
would serve as a counterbalance to that
trend, presenting the first president as a
model of leadership whose lessons can be
applied to government officials and aca-
demic scholars alike.

“George Washington coverage in the
American classroom is a fraction of what it
was 40 or 50 years ago,” said Rees. “We
want to re-introduce him as the best ex-
ample of leadership.”

“George Washington
coverage in the American
classroom is a fraction of
what it was 40 or 50
years ago. We want to re-
introduce him as the best
example of leadership.”

— Jim Rees, executive director,
Mount Vernon Estate
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Holiday Specials Are Here!

Don’t Stress: Look & Feel Your Best

Metropolitan ENT
& Facial Plastic Surgery

6355 Walker Lane • Suite 308 • Alexandria, VA 22310
www.metropolitanent.com

Call 703-682-0559 today!

Specials are for a limited time only, Nov. 9th - Dec. 31st.

NOW OFFERING

Latisse:
The first & only
FDA approved
treatment for

longer, fuller lashes

• 15% OFF Microdermabrasion
• 20% OFF Laser Hair Removal Packages

• Photorejuvenation Skin Treatments
  • Convenient Saturday Hours

 • Complimentary Consultations

The Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Alexandria thanks
the following retailers for working with us to help prevent

underage drinking. During our recent Sticker Shock Campaign,
teams of youth and adults placed “warning stickers” on alcohol

products in their stores, highlighting the penalties for adults
who purchase alcohol for minors.

24 Express Food Stores
7 Eleven Stores

Center Mart
Claremont Deli and Market

Colonial Market
Community Market

CVS Pharmacies
Deli Market

Fern Street Gourmet
Foodway

Gallery Market & Cafe
Giant Food Stores

Gourmet Center and Deli
Griffin Market
La Tiendona
Lee Grocery

Lees Wine & Gourmet
Magruders

Mart Eleven
Mercadito Ramos III

Mia’s Market
Nellys Grocery & Deli

Plaza Izalco
Ricks Wine & Gourmet

Sierra International Foods
Sunrise Carryout And Market

Super H Market
Super Store

Universal Market
Whole Foods

www.preventitalexandria.org

PARTICIPATING RETAILERS

PREVENT
UNDERAGE
DRINKING!
Know the Law:

It’s illegal for any person 21
or older to purchase or provide

alcohol to minors.

Fines are up to $2,500
or 1 year in jail.

Business

By Sandy Levitz Lunner

Gazette Packet

I
t doesn’t seem a very likely combina-
tion — owner of a Foggy Bottom hair
salon teaming up with a chef from a

Chef Oscar Bermudez offers his most popular pizza combination —
pepperoni, mushrooms, green pepper and onion. Pictured with the chef
are (from left): George Dominguez, John Dominguez, and Jose
Dominguez (far right).
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A Taste of Southern Italy
Washington, D.C.
chef finds a new
home in Del Ray.

See Southern Italy,  Page 14

popular District eatery to start a new busi-
ness.

But salon owner Jose Dominguez and
chef Oscar Bermudez combined their tal-
ents and opened Sapore D’Italia Ristorante
and Pizzeria in Del Ray this past August.

“From one service industry to another” is
how John Dominguez of Del Ray describes
the business transition his family made. And
it is a family affair.

While the senior Dominguez and Chef
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com,Realtors®

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

Alex./Old Town $699,999
Charming 1940’s renovated row house w/3 BR, 2 BA, skylight
& updated kitchen. Rear parking+ample street parking. Walk
to all the shops & restaurants. Only blocks to Metro.

428 N. Fayette Street
Beverly Tatum 703-585-9673

Alexandria City $2,200,000
Private 8,800 SF 3⁄4 acre ESTATE w/heated pool & spa.
Exquisite 5 bedroom, 5.5 bath home w/gourmet kitchen,
2-story foyer & family rm. Walk-out LL & 3-car garage.

4638 Strathblane Place
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Springfield $495,000
Stately Colonial in Lakewood Hills w/4 BR & 2.5 updated BA.
Spacious rooms w/new windows & siding. Landscaped lot backs
to trees w/beautiful patio. Freshly painted and ready to move in.

8820 Sweet Gum Place
Dawn Gurganus 571-237-6151

Alex./Clover $1,199,000
Open airy & bright 4/5 BR, 3.5 BA home w/in-ground pool &
2-car garage! Newer construction in an established neighbor-
hood. The perfect home for casual living & entertaining!

317 Crown View
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alex./Del Ray $774,900
Perfectly renovated Cape Cod in Del Ray w/3 BR & 3 BA.
Master suite addition plus studio. Terrific deck off main lvl &
private workshop in fin LL. Wood-burning FP & gar parking!

2710 Holly Street
Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

Alexandria $369,900
Gracious 2-level w/spacious master, sun-filled 2nd BR, hdwd
floors 2 lvls, full-size W/D, private fenced patio. Parking. Steps to
shops, cafés, post office, bus! EZ access to major roads & D.C.

3833 Jason Avenue
Julie Hall 703-786-3634

Alex./Fairlington $374,900
Immaculate end unit 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath TH. Huge
master w/2 closets & delightful patio. Fantastic location
near shopping, I-395, Old Town & the Pentagon.

2517 N. Dearing Street
Julie Hall 703-786-3634

Alexandria
$620,000

One of Stonegate’s
finest! Avail immed,
pristine condition.
Soaring ceilings,
Palladian windows,
3 BR, 3.5 BA, hdwd
flrs, gas FP & new
carpet. EZ commute
to Crystal City, D.C.
& new BRAC
locations.

2419
Gorgas Place

Susan Fitzgerald
703-402-3298
www.ahome
thatFitz.com

Alex./Old Town
$549,000

Light-filled, up-
dated 2 bedroom,
2 bath end unit
w/3 finished levels
and a deep back-
yard! Located in
the Southeast
Quadrant, steps
from shops &
restaurants.

909
S. Columbus

Street
Christine
Garner

703-587-4855

Alex./
Rosemont
$699,000

Expanded 3 level,
3 bedroom, 2 bath
Cape Cod with
updated kitchen
& family room
addition. Blocks
to 2 METROS,
shops & restau-
rants in Old Town
& Del Ray.

100
E. Maple Street

Christine
Garner

703-587-4855

Please bring a new
unwrapped toy to
the office between
now and December
18th. All toys will
be donated to
LOCAL children
c/o The
Campagna
Center.

ANNUAL
TOY
DRIVE

ANNUAL
TOY
DRIVE

THINKING OF A REAL ESTATE CAREER? Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.
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Échos Chamber Ensemble sings
AN  INTERNATIONAL CHRISTMAS

Saturday, Dec. 5 at 7pm
Peace Lutheran Church • 6362 Lincolnia Rd., Alexandria, VA

***
Choralis & The Classical Brass Quintet

A CLASSIC BRASS CHRISTMAS
Saturday, December 12th, 7 pm

With Choralis Youth Choirs
Westminster Presbyterian Church • 2701 Cameron Mills Rd., Alexandria, VA

Sunday, December 13th, 7 pm
With Edison HS Concert Choir

Falls Church Presbyterian Church • 225 E. Broad Street (Rt. 7), Falls Church, VA

Tickets & info: www.choralis.org or 703 237-2499
ADVANCE PURCHASE RECOMMENDED

From Page 1

News

$366 million. Council members
did not direct Hartmann to avoid
raising taxes again next year, al-
though they did include language
asking the city manager to “maxi-
mize the non-real estate revenue
available to the city.” Unlike last
year, the Alexandria Police Depart-
ment is expected to experience
cuts along the lines that human
service programs received last
year.

“For the first time, and this is
important to point out, we are ex-
plicitly instructing him to take a
look at public safety,” said Vice
Mayor Kerry Donley. “We can’t ex-
empt certain areas of our govern-
ment any longer.”

IN THE MIDST of a citywide
election campaign last spring, the
all-Democratic members of the
previous council increased the av-
erage property taxpayer’s bill $76,
raising the average bill from
$4,227 to $4,303. Two incumbent
Democrats lost their seats to a Re-
publican and an independent,
both of whom campaigned on
reining in government spending.
Now, in the first budget since the
election, Republican Councilman
Frank Fannon has become the
leading advocate against raising
taxes on residential property tax-
payers.

“It’s very important that we keep
in mind all the taxpayers of the
city,” said Fannon. “Everybody is
going through these challenging
economic times, and it’s going to
be very important to do all we can
not to increase the real-estate tax
rate.”

Independent Councilwoman Ali-
cia Hughes also ran a campaign
questioning the amount of city
spending, opposing items such as
the city’s appeal of a federal law-
suit brought by railroad giant Nor-
folk Southern. Her opposition to
business as usual became evident

last month, when she
voted against an ordi-
nance to approve supple-
mental appropriations
for fiscal year 2010. She
was the only member of
council to vote against
the ordinance, protesting
$1.8 million worth of
funding for items listed
as “certain expenditures
and liabilities” for every-
thing from Office of His-
toric Alexandria to the
Planning Department.

“There are other places
in the budget where
these departments have
received some funding,”
said Hughes before cast-
ing the dissenting vote.
“If there be anything we
can save moving forward
to apply to the upcoming
fiscal year, that is what
triggers me to have the
position that I have.”

CITY COUNCIL members are
staring down the barrel of a $23-
million shortfall because of dwin-
dling property assessments, which
have been the city’s cash cow for
years as City Hall has become in-
creasingly dependent on residen-
tial taxpayers. The guidance docu-
ment approved last week also in-
cludes a 2-percent increase in
school funding, which would raise
the appropriation to the schools
from $165 million to $168 million.
That creates an $11 million short-
fall for Superintendent Morton
Sherman, who will submit his pro-
posed budget later this month.

“You can be sure that they are
going to be making many, many
cuts just as everyone else is,” said
Councilwoman Del Pepper. “It will
be a very painful year for them, as
it has been in the past.”

The ordinance also included sec-
tion encouraging the city manger
to sell or lease city assets “as ap-
propriate.” But Councilman Paul

Smedberg warned that this part of
the ordinance should not be
viewed as a safety net.

“I just hope we don’t build an
expectation here that there’s go-
ing to be some sort of huge wind-
fall of dollars coming to the city
to spend on cash capital because
I’m not convinced that’s necessar-
ily the case,” said Smedberg. “If
you look at that list, there’s really
only a handful of properties that
are of any serious value that would
get us any kind of significant dol-
lar amounts.”

The city manager is scheduled
to submit his budget proposal on
Feb. 9, and the City Council is set
to finalize the tax rate on May 3.
Ultimately, the City Council will
have the final say on whether or
not residential property taxpayers
receive another increase in their
tax bills next year.

“Will the tax rate increase? I
don’t know,” said Mayor Bill Euille.
“The likelihood is that yes, there
may be.”

Governor at
Chadwick’s
Gov. Tim Kaine addresses
elected officials, staff
and patrons at
Chadwick’s in Old Town
to celebrate Day Two of
Chadwick’s being a
smokeless dining estab-
lishment. A new state
law restricting smoking
in restaurants became
effective Dec. 1.P
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Council Seeks Flat Budget

City Manager Jim Hartmann has
been directed to keep spending
at the same level as last year.
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Opinion
www.AlexandriaGazette.com

Newspaper of Alexandria

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered

to homes and businesses.
1606 King Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
To discuss ideas and concerns,
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E
conomically, things do seem a bit
brighter out there. We hear anec-
dotal reports from some local retail
ers and others that traffic is up.

Small retail shops are part of what
defines our community. Their livelihood
depends on the livability and quality of
the neighborhoods around them. A
small business owner pays attention to
every detail in his or her business in a way
that no chain can.

Frequently, it is the local retail or service

person who is active in fund raising for local
charities, for fire and rescue service, for local
schools and in organizing holiday events. They
know how important local traffic issues can
be. They have a lot at stake.

Still, it’s a different world than it was one or
two holiday seasons ago, and many families,
even families who feel financially secure, are
approaching this holiday season differently
than in the past. We want to do things more
simply, we want what we do to be less harm-

ful to the environment, we want our
children to learn the pleasure of re-
ceiving and being grateful without
being overwhelmed.

Still almost all of us will be doing
some significant holiday shopping in the next
month. While you’re at it, be sure to spend a
portion of your shopping dollars close to home.

One way to be sure holiday shopping comes
with some holiday spirit is to do a portion of
the shopping in some of the area’s locally
owned stores. There is special holiday ambi-
ance available by shopping in the heart of a
town that is decked out for the season.

Local retail stores, mom-and-pop stores, face
some of the toughest challenges imaginable
right now. The costs of being in business have
grown tremendously while revenues are not.

Competition from Big Box stores, expanded
shopping malls and shopping online make the
holiday shopping season all the more impor-
tant to locally-owned retailers.

Everyone will do some of their shopping at
the mall. In this area, almost everyone will do
some shopping online.

But local shoppers should be sure to save
some shopping time and dollars for local stores.

Support Your Local Businesses
Shop locally, it
has never
mattered so much.

Editorial

See Letters,  Page 9
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Helping ALIVE!
U.S. Jim Moran delivers a car load of canned goods
to ALIVE! in Alexandria before Thanksgiving. ALIVE!
volunteers provide a food delivery service to
housebound seniors, handicapped and special
needs clients. For more information visit www.alive-
inc.org

Still Need
To Fix Schools
To the Editor:

Over the past two school years,
great importance has been placed
on having honest discussions re-
garding that state of education in
Alexandria. With an emphasis on
honesty, let’s examine the areas of
“improvement” presented by Alex-
andria City Public Schools Super-
intendent Mort Sherman in last
week’s Gazette. The numbers
speak for themselves:

❖ On-time graduation rates of
ACPS students. According to the
Virginia Department of Education,
Alexandria ranks below the state
average for on-time graduation.
Alexandria has an on-time gradu-
ation rate of 77.8 percent, com-
pared to the state average of 83.2
percent. Alexandria trails the state
on-time graduation averages for
male students, female students,
Hispanic students, Asian students,
and limited English proficient stu-
dents. Only 65.2 percent of His-
panic ACPS students are graduat-
ing on-time. That number is as-
tounding, 1 out of 3 Hispanic stu-
dents in ACPS does not graduate
on-time.

❖ Drop-out rates of ACPS stu-
dents. 10.2 percent of ACPS stu-
dents dropped out of school last
year. The drop-out rate in the
Commonwealth last year was 7.93
percent for all students. While
ACPS drop-out rates have de-
creased in some areas (possibly as
a result of a Virginia Association
of School Superintendents audit),
rates in other areas, specifically
Hispanic and limited English pro-
ficient students continue to fall
behind state averages. ACPS has
a drop-out rate of 22.4 percent for
Hispanic students, and a drop-out

rate of 22 percent for students who
are limited English proficient stu-
dents.

❖ AYP status of ACPS. Accord-
ing to the Virginia Department of
Education, Alexandria City Public
Schools as a division did not meet
AYP status. Comparing AYP results
from 2008 data to 2009 data re-
veals that four schools which at-
tained AYP status in 2008, did not
do so in 2009. In 2009 eight of
Alexandria’s 16 schools listed on
the Virginia DOE Web site did not
make AYP status. This number in-
cludes four schools who have not
made AYP status over the past two
years, or have chronically not
made AYP status over the past five
years. Five of the 12 2009 AYP
scores referenced in last week’s
article were from Alexandria’s two
middle schools. It is important to
note that AYP status was accom-
plished at the middle schools be-
fore the dramatic changes were
made this school year.

❖ AP scores of ACPS students.
According to the College Board,
the AP scores in Alexandria are
slightly below the national aver-
age. The percentage of qualifying
scores for spring AP exams indi-
cates that 46 percent of ACPS stu-
dents will receive no college credit
for their course work. An impor-
tant note is that AP scores indicate
if a student will receive college
credit for course work, it does not
indicate if they will be accepted by
a university. SAT scores are often
a deciding factor for college accep-
tance. ACPS SAT scores were lower
in 2009 than in 2008, with an av-
erage decrease of 12 points in
reading, 19 points in math, and 10
points in writing.

❖ 8th Grade Algebra. As cited
by the Superintendent, 75 eighth-
grade students will begin algebra

Letters to the Editor
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**OFFER ENDS DECEMBER 31, 2009. CLOSE BY JANUARY 31, 2010. OFFER SUBJECT TO CHANGE. *THE WESTIN ALEXANDRIA
IS A TRADEMARK OF THE WESTIN HOTEL MANAGEMENT, L.P. WESTIN HOTEL MANAGEMENT, L.P., AND ITS AFFILIATES
ARE NOT ASSOCIATED WITH THE DEVELOPMENT, SALES, OR MARKETING OF THE JAMIESON. SOME AMENITIES AND
SERVICES LISTED ARE OFFERED AT AN ADDITIONAL COST THROUGH A CONTRACTUAL ARRANGEMENT WITH THE WESTIN
ALEXANDRIA HOTEL, THE TERMS OF WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. IT IS THE SELLER’S POLICY TO COMPLY WITH ALL
APPLICABLE FAIR HOUSING LAWS SO AS TO ASSURE EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES.
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Helping
K-9 Unit
 The tribute tree
at Pet Sage at
2391 S. Dove
Street in Alexan-
dria is filling up
with commemora-
tive cards during
the holiday sea-
son.  This year’s
tree is filled with
special cards
“commemorative
ornaments.” The
tribute cards were

donated by the Christmas Attic on S. Union Street.
The cards may be purchased, tributes written and
displayed on the tree at the entrance of the shop
with all proceeds from the sales donated to the
working dogs of the Alexandria Police K-9 Unit.

Opinion

From Page 8

Letters

See Letters,  Page 13

instruction in the second quar-
ter of school. That means that a
quarter’s worth of algebra instruc-
tion has already taken place
(roughly 45 days). These 75 se-
lected students are already begin-
ning their algebra instruction with
a disadvantage to their peers. En-
rolling more students into a pro-
gram does not demonstrate
progress, it is just increases num-
bers. These results are sobering
and alarming. What is most alarm-
ing is the amount of money Alex-
andria is spending to attain these
results. Alexandria currently
spends $19,422 per pupil. This is
an outrageous amount of money
for a district with one high school,
two middle schools, 13 elementary
schools, and one interim educa-
tion program. With so much
money being spent on such a small
district, why are we not seeing
better results? Many reasons may
be put forth, yet one worth explor-
ing is the current size of the ACPS
central office. Compared to the
size of the district, the ACPS cen-
tral office has more employees
than it can justify. The ballooned
size of the ACPS central office is
siphoning money away from the
classrooms where the money is
clearly needed.

This summer Dr. Sherman an-
nounced a decrease in central of-
fice positions and a change in the
organizational structure. A new
organizational chart was created
to make the district appear not so
top-heavy and the use of the title
of “Assistant Superintendent” was
abolished. The title of Assistant
Superintendent was replaced by
the titles of Deputy Superinten-
dent, Director, Supervisor, Execu-

tive Director, Manager, Coordina-
tor, or Specialist. This was noth-
ing more than a name game. Al-
most all the same administrative
staff remained at central office as
in previous years, their job titles
changed, but their pay and their
responsibilities remained the
same.

Dr. Sherman is correct when he
states that there is still more work
to do. Part of that hard work falls
upon him to honestly decrease the
size of the ACPS central office to
make it more cost effective and
beneficial to student achievement.
The current state of affairs in Al-
exandria public schools demon-
strates that more than a name
game or numbers charade is re-
quired to truly fix the issues faced
by ACPS students.

T. Leary
Beverly Hills

Disappointing
Dissent
To the Editor:

In May 2009, Alexandria voters
made a significant change to our
City Council by throwing out two
Democratic incumbents and re-
placing them with Republican
Frank Fannon and [independent]
Alicia Hughes.

Six months into the Fannon-
Hughes tenure, it’s useful to exam-
ine their record and what changes
they have brought to our City.

Throughout the election, the
Alexandria Republicans bemoaned
a perceived lack of dissent on the
City Council — citing unanimous
votes on the previous Council.
Despite the rhetoric, the record of
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Finish Carpentry & Trim Works
Licensed • Bonded • Insured.

References Upon Request.
Cell: 703.403.2994   Ofc: 703.684.5215

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

I’m Phillip Norris - Your Alex Neighbor
for probably as long as you’ve lived in
Alex. My wife and I grew up here. I’m a
finish carpenter w/28 yrs. experience.
My work is meticulous, and I take great

pride in completing jobs on time, and on
budget. Let me give you a quote on that
holiday home project or repair you’ve
been thinking about. My prices are
reflective of the times.

The Best in Senior Living

703-243-4300
Call Today

• Rents Starting at $950
• All Utilities Included
• And Just Two Blocks from Ballston Metro
• Frost-Free Refrigerator
• Underground Garage Parking
• Spacious Kitchens and Bathrooms
• Wellness Programs
• Full-Time Social Services Coordinator
• Prices are Subject to Change

4300 N. Carlin Springs Road, Arlington, VA 22203

Offering
Starting at 55 years

THE CARLIN

scriptorium-alexandria.com

309-C Cameron Street • Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703.549.2880

• stationery
• invitations

• calligraphy

Since 1976
Home Sales

Copyright 2009 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

To search for a home online, visit www.HomesDatabase.com.

October 2009

$1,275,000 ~ $336,000

Address ................................ BR FB HB ..Postal City .. Sold Price ...Type.......... Lot AC ...................... Subdivision
1210 PEGRAM ST N ..................... 5 ... 5 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,275,000 .... Detached ........ 0.46 .............. SEMINARY HEIGHTS
225 LEE ST N ................................ 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,149,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.02 ......................... QUEENS ROW
468 UNION ST S #9B ................... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,100,000 .... Townhouse ........................................HARBORSIDE
228 UNION ST N .......................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,025,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ......................... QUEENS ROW
428 ORONOCO ST ........................ 4 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,022,500 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ................ CHATHAM SQUARE
624 PITT ST S ............................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $996,500 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ............................. OLD TOWN
405 UNION ST S ........................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $952,500 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 .............................. OLDTOWN
123 DONELSON ST ....................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $896,401 .... Detached ........ 0.20 .................. COOPER’S GROVE
4024 ELLICOTT ST ....................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $865,000 .... Detached ........ 0.24 ............. MARLBORO ESTATES
1405 RUFFNER RD ....................... 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $845,719 .... Detached ........ 0.33 ............ BRADDOCK HEIGHTS
1023 ROYAL ST N #307 ............... 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $835,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ................................ OLD TOWN
123E WALNUT ST ......................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $817,500 .... Detached ........ 0.10 ................... ROSEMONT PARK
716 BRACEY LN ............................ 4 ... 3 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $815,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ................ POTOMAC GREENS
3913 TERRY PL ............................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $800,000 .... Detached ........ 0.23 ................... SEMINARY RIDGE
610 SAINT ASAPH ST S ................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $765,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.05 ... THOMAS SHELTON ESTATE
617 TIVOLI PASSAGE WAY #16 ... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $750,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ............. PORTNERS LANDING
24 BRADDOCK RD W ................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $740,000 .... Detached ........ 0.18 ............................ ROSEMONT
417 FAYETTE ST N ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $731,000 .... Detached ........ 0.10 ............................. OLD TOWN
423 ORONOCO ST ........................ 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $730,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.00 ................ CHATHAM SQUARE
232 MEDLOCK LN ........................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $725,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.05 ............... CAMERON STATION
635 FIRST ST #102 ...................... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $695,900 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............................ LIBERTY ROW
827 FAIRFAX ST ............................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $695,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.05 .................... YATES GARDENS
1250 WASHINGTON ST S #417 ... 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $690,000 .... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ..................... PORTO VECCHIO
1023 ROYAL ST N #308 ............... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $660,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ................................ OLD TOWN
2412 GRETTER PL ........................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $652,500 .... Townhouse ..... 0.09 ............................ STONEGATE
407 FONTAINE ST ........................ 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $650,000 .... Detached ........ 0.15 ................... JEFFERSON PARK
712 WOLFE ST .............................. 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $649,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........... OLD TOWN HISTORIC
1 OAK ST W .................................. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $645,000 .... Detached ........ 0.13 ............................ ROSEMONT
400 WOODLAND TER ................... 3 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $645,000 .... Detached ........ 0.20 ................... JEFFERSON PARK
209 WEST ST N ............................ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $640,000 .... Detached ........ 0.05 ............................. OLD TOWN
1414 CAMERON ST ...................... 3 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $640,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ............................. OLD TOWN
1806 POTOMAC GREENS DR ....... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $626,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.02 ................ POTOMAC GREENS
403 NELSON AVE E ...................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $620,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 .................................. DEL RAY
22 CUSTIS AVE W ......................... 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $620,000 .... Detached ........ 0.13 .................................. DEL RAY
5249 TANCRETI LN ...................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $620,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ............... CAMERON STATION
29 HOWELL AVE E ........................ 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $612,000 .... Detached ........ 0.10 .................................. DEL RAY
2810 CENTRAL AVE ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $600,000 .... Detached ........ 0.13 ............ BRADDOCK HEIGHTS
519 ALFRED ST ............................ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $600,000 .... Attach/Row Hse0.03 ................ CARRIAGE WORKS
733 PITT ST S ............................... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $577,500 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 .................... YATES GARDENS
267 MEDLOCK LN ........................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $575,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.02 ............... CAMERON STATION
1017 PENDLETON ST ................... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $568,500 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 .......................... KINGS ROWE
509 MONTICELLO BLVD ............... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $565,000 .... Detached ........ 0.20 ................ MONTICELLO PARK
115 LAKE COOK DR ..................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $550,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04TOWNES AT CAMERON PARKE
407 HOWELL AVE E ...................... 3 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $545,000 .... Duplex ............ 0.10 .................................. DEL RAY
5014 GRIMM DR ........................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $541,500 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ............... CAMERON STATION
483 PICKETT ST N ........................ 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $535,000 .... Detached ........ 0.22 ................. SEMINARY VALLEY
916 ALFRED ST S ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $535,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.06 .................... HUNTING CREEK
2406 GARNETT DR ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $532,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ............................ STONEGATE
4903 WAPLE LN ............................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $530,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ............... CAMERON STATION
126 CAMERON STATION BLVD .... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $520,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.02 ............... CAMERON STATION
520 JOHN CARLYLE ST #306 ....... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $500,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors .. CONDOS AT CARLYLE SQUARE
812 DEVON PL .............................. 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $498,250 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ................................ DEMPSEY
16 MONROE AVE E ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $495,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.08 .................................. DEL RAY
900 WASHINGTON ST N#302 E .... 1 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $495,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors .. 900 N WASHINGTON ST CONDOS
379 LIVERMORE LN ..................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $480,000 .... Detached ........ 0.03 ............... CAMERON STATION
1832 CHAMBLISS ST N ................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $477,240 .... Detached ........ 0.28 ............... DOWDEN TERRACE
112 ROBERTS CT .......................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $474,900 .... Townhouse ..... 0.02 ....................... SHUTERS HILL
4656 BRADDOCK RD W ............... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $472,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ............................ STONEGATE
529 NELSON AVE E ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $470,000 .... Semi-Detached 0.08 .................. LINDEN GARDENS
525 PATRICK ST N ........................ 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $470,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ... PARKER GRAY HISTORIC DIST
1107 PALMER PL .......................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $465,000 .... Detached ........ 0.28 ........................... BROOKVILLE
419 CAMERON STATION BLVD .... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $465,000 .... Townhouse ............................. CAMERON STATION
3852 BRIGHTON CT ..................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $460,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ............... BRIGHTON SQUARE
2181 JAMIESON AVE #3-2007 ..... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $450,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ...................... CARLYLE TOWERS
525 ALEXANDRIA AVE E .............. 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $448,000 .... Attach/Row Hse0.04 .............................. BRENTON
101 TAYLOR RUN E PKWY ........... 3 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $437,500 .... Duplex ............ 0.08 ................ TAYLOR RUN PKWY
209 GUTHRIE AVE ........................ 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $435,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ................ WARWICK VILLAGE
1707 CLIFF ST #1707 .................. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $432,000 .... Townhouse ................................... CLIFF GARDENS
667 COLUMBUS ST S ................... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $422,000 .... Townhouse ...........................................ARCH HALL
6036 LINCOLNIA RD .................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $417,500 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ................ QUANTRELL MEWS
2050 JAMIESON AVE #1002 ........ 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $417,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ................................. OLD TOWN
3832 DOMINION MILL DR ........... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $415,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ... TOWNES AT CAMERON PARKE
326 LAVERNE AVE ........................ 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $410,000 .... Duplex ............ 0.06 .................................. DEL RAY
5419 WYCKLOW CT ..................... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $402,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ................. HOLLAND TOWNE
405 CAMERON STATION BLVD#57 ... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $400,000 .... Townhouse ............................. CAMERON STATION
353 PICKETT ST #30 ................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $399,000 .... Townhouse ...................... TOWNES OF HILLWOOD
3105 VALLEY DR #112-31 ........... 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $395,000 .... Townhouse ........................................ PARKFAIRFAX
3758 KELLER AVE #136 ............... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $395,000 .... Townhouse ......................... FAIRLINGTON TOWNE
417 CAMERON STATION BLVD#51 ... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $395,000 .... Townhouse ............................. CAMERON STATION
2597 NICKY LN #57 ..................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $395,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.02 .............. SEMINARY HEIGHTS
6041 RIDDLE WALK ...................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $395,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ................ QUANTRELL MEWS
4261/2 SAINT ASAPH ST N#426 ..... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $395,000 .... Townhouse ............................................ LEE MEWS
3821 JAY AVE #218 ...................... 2 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $385,000 .... Townhouse ......................... FAIRLINGTON TOWNE
1414 DOGWOOD DR .................... 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $380,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 .............. KENWOOD TOWERS
5098 ENGLISH TRL #101 ............ 2 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $380,000 .... Other ...................................... CAMERON STATION
1611 BOYLE ST ............................. 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $380,000 .... Duplex ............ 0.06 ....................BAGGETT TRACT
297 PICKETT ST S #4 .................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $379,000 .... Townhouse ...................... TOWNES OF HILLWOOD
5406 WYCKLOW COURT .............. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $375,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ................. HOLLAND TOWNE
400 CAMERON STATION BLVD#G10 .. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $372,500 .... Garden 1-4 Floors .................. CAMERON STATION
1602 FITZGERALD LN #916-16 ... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $370,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............................. PARKFAIRFAX
1526 WOODBINE ST .................... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $368,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.06 .............. KENWOOD TOWERS
236 LYNNHAVEN DR .................... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $365,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 .............................. LYNHAVEN
501 SLATERS LN #921 ................. 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $360,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ...................... MARINA TOWERS
501 SLATERS LN #507 ................. 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $360,000 .... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ................... MARINA TOWERS
912 COLUMBUS ST ...................... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $354,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 .......................... ALEXANDRIA
3225 RAVENSWORTH PL#838-32 ... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $352,500 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............................. PARKFAIRFAX
45 FENDALL AVE .......................... 4 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $350,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.02 ................ CAMERON KNOLLS
219 WESMOND DR....................... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $350,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 .............................. LYNHAVEN
501 SLATERS LN #211 ................. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $350,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ...................... MARINA TOWERS
5108 DONOVAN DR #108 ............ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $345,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors .................. CAMERON STATION
601 BASHFORD LN #3 ................. 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $345,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors .................... HARBOR TERRACE
171 SOMERVELLE ST #402 ......... 1 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $339,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors .................. CAMERON STATION
610 WEST ST N #203 .................. 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $336,000 .... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ............................. COLECROFT
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YOUR TOY
WILL BRING
JOY TO
A NEEDY
TOT!
Long & Foster® Real Estate, Inc. is an
Official Sponsor and Drop-Off Point for
New, Unwrapped Toys Going to…

LONG & FOSTER
ALEXANDRIA • MT. VERNON

Your local professionals with a world of experience

Paul Petefish
Branch Manager

5845 Richmond Highway

Alexandria VA 22303

703-960-8900
www.longandfoster.com

Alexandria/South $719,000

COLONIAL JEWEL IN ISLAND CREEK
Immaculate and sun-filled colonial on cul-de-sac in Island Creek
featuring 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, new carpet in upper level, and
fresh paint throughout. Large kitchen includes new SS appli-
ances, work island and pantry. Family room with fireplace leads
to gorgeous sun room overlooking lily pond, private backyard
and deck. Two car garage, in-ground sprinkler, community pool,
and a walking path. Convenient to metro, shopping, schools.

Marcy Bates 703-606-7605

Alexandria/South $399,000

BUCKNELL MANOR
Charming  3 BR 2 BA Cape Cod with full sized garage situated
on a professionally landscaped yard.  Energy efficient win-
dows; upgraded electric panel and lighting; hardwood floors;
tile floors in kitchen and foyer; granite counters and built-ins
throughout the home. Call agent for more information.

Elfie Biankini  703-593-2634

Alexandria/South $219,000

MONTEBELLO’S FINEST
Tree top view from enclosed balcony. Plush carpeting, updated
appliances, enclosed porch, and fabulous Montebello amenities.
LR, DR and Foyer have crown moldings and the DR has chair
rails. Amenities abound at Montebello including a shuttle bus to
Huntington Metro but is also within walking distance. Owner will
pay six months condo fee and can settle quickly.

Jeannie Hicks  703-403-5446

Alexandria/South $235,000

 BELLE VIEW
Charming two bedroom condo with new laminate wood
floors, chair rail, partially remodeled bathroom; newer
windows, and stainless steel refrigerator and stove in the
kitchen. It is centrally located to bike path, shopping and
bus lines.

Maridol Garcia-Joy 703-655-0777

Arlington $899,900

HOLIDAY SPECIAL
Expanded 4 bedroom, 3 bath Cape Cod including 2 private
suites with updates and renovations too numerous to men-
tion. Location is approx. 1 mile to Ballston Metro and close to
Rte 66. It is in immaculate, move-in condition and is value-
priced. Dir. From Ballston and N. Glebe Rd go west on Wilson
Blvd 1 mi; turn right on Kentucky St. to 864 N. Kentucky.

Marty Mullen 703-216-0811
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Stafford $138,900

STAFFORD
MEADOWS

Well maintained
townhouse condo
in quiet neighbor-
hood. Two master
suites, 2.5 baths,
bay window in liv-
ing room, lower
level has finished
rec room with wet
bar; deck and
fenced backyard.

Wanda Smith  571-216-3413

Alex/Old Town  $599,000
RESTORED VICTORIAN HOME

Beautifully restored home just blocks from central
Old Town and Metro.  Fabulous heartwood pine
floors, new big windows, 2 wood burning fireplaces,
a big gourmet kitchen, separate dining room, and a
spacious Master Suite with a sitting room and a fire-
place. Nice backyard. None better for the price!

June Sherwood  703-317-1872

Alexandria/South $260,000

VIRGINIA HILLS
Move-in condition, cozy, single family home with 3 BR
and 2 BA. The home has good sized rooms, master BR
has its own full bath, a fireplace in the living room, hard-
wood floors, the appliances have been recently replaced,
separate laundry room, large yard with a deck and patio,
and an oversized driveway.

Walid Ashoor  703-960-8900
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Opinion

See Letters,  Page 25

Photo by LaShawn Avery/Gazette Packet

Trotting Along
Local residents participate in the Alexandria Turkey
Trot run on Commonwealth Avenue, Nov. 26, Thanks-
giving Day.

Deputy Sheriff Todd
Stubblefield directs
traffic during the Alexan-
dria Turkey Trot run.

From Page 9

Letters

this newly constituted Council
has shown a strikingly similar level
of unanimity.

Where there has been dissent,
it has been against the interests of
the residents of our City.

Both Hughes and Fannon were
against efforts to appoint Police
Chief Earl Cook to the Board of
Commissioners of our Public
Housing Authority, thus opposing
efforts to improve public safety in
our low-income housing.

❖ Fannon voted against a pub-
lic/private partnership with Shiloh
Baptist Church to provide needed
housing for low-income seniors.

❖ Hughes voted against funding
to ensure that Alexandria would
tap into hundreds of millions of
dollars that will flow to localities
over the next decade due to a full
count of our residents through the
2010 Census.

❖ Fannon has fought efforts to
dispose of un-needed City proper-
ties — hurting efforts to save tax-
payers money in a difficult
economy.

❖ Hughes even voted against
accepting Federal Stimulus dollars
to fund security improvements at
our Courthouse, purchase equip-
ment needed by our Police Depart-
ment, fund efforts to fight violence
against women, and provide
needed services to children with
disabilities.

Change can be good in govern-
ment — particularly when it re-
sults in new ideas. Unfortunately,
in the case of the two new mem-
bers on our City Council, it seems
as though there aren’t too many
new ideas, and the ideas they do
have are bad for Alexandria and
its residents.

Geraldine Bernier
Alexandria

Create Budget
Task Force
To the Editor:

Even before the current budget
crunch, the city’s spending levels
were becoming unsustainable.
Both spending and taxes have
risen dramatically this decade.

And even with an economic re-
covery, the city can expect only
modest increases in real estate rev-
enues in the years ahead — far
below what is needed to meet the
demand for services.

Increased operating efficiencies
can help stem the bleeding, but
will not come close to dealing with
current or future budget chal-
lenges. More drastic action will be
needed.

To deal with its budget woes, the
city will need to dig deeper and
do something it has been unwill-
ing to do in the past. It needs to
examine the basic assumptions
behind the spending levels of the
three areas that dominate spend-
ing: schools, police, and fire/emer-
gency services.

Specifically, the City Council
should appoint an independent
Budget Sustainability Task Force to
examine whether these essential
services could be performed for
significantly less money. The task
force should examine various sce-
narios in which these budgets are
permanently cut by, say, 10 percent
and see what the consequences
would be.

The task force would only work
if it truly challenged status quo
thinking. And it may be that the
task force would find that spend-
ing levels are justified. But know-
ing that this exercise had been
done would at least provide some
consolation to suffering taxpayers.

How would a back-to-basics ap-
proach work? Take schools, for

example. Presumably, the task
force would assume that good
teachers and principals are essen-
tial and then ask: What would
happen if we fired everybody else
and started over? Then a key ques-
tion would be: What additional
support do teachers need to per-
form their jobs well? Does this
help need to be provided by full-
time staff or would part-timers or
consultants be sufficient?

Do we really need as many po-
lice officers and firefighters as we
have today? Levels of both are
driven largely by population in-
creases. Alexandria’s population
has risen significantly this decade,
and so have the ranks of police and
fire. Crime could drop to zero and
the police force would continue to
increase. But is this link between
the number of personnel and
population a valid one given
Alexandria’s circumstances?

Crime has dropped dramatically
this decade, and our police force
has had much to do with that. But
the population increase is almost
entirely due to the arrival of more
affluent people, who generally
don’t commit the typical street
crimes that most concern the po-
lice and the public. Does
Alexandria’s increasingly affluent
nature represent a permanent
structural change that would jus-
tify fewer police?

In the year ahead, the school,
police, and fire/emergency depart-
ments will all be forced to take sig-
nificant budget hits. In the process,
some in-depth analysis will be
done. But the kind of gut-level,
wrenching, in-depth examination
I’m suggesting probably won’t
happen for a simple reason: poli-
tics. The school, police, and fire/
emergency services budgets have
powerful political constituencies.

Police have been willing to

Every year between Christmas
and New Year’s, the Alexandria
Gazette Packet turns its pages over
to the contributions of local
students. We are seeking artwork,
photography, poetry, opinions,
short stories and reflections. We
welcome contributions from
public schools, private schools and
students who are home schooled.

E-mail: to PhotoAX@connection
newspapers.com, or mail or deliver contributions, to 1606 King St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314. Please be sure to include the student’s
name, age, grade, school and town of residence along with each
submission. For information, call 703-778-9410.

Be a Part of CHILDREN’S (& TEENS’) GAZETTE
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Taste of Southern Italy
Bermudez are co-owners of

Sapore, eldest Dominguez son
John manages the day-to-day op-
erations and works the bar at
night. His younger brother George
is a part-time server. And even
Oscar Junior is a server.

Bermudez used to be the chef at
Enzio’s Italian Restaurant in the
Glover Park neighborhood of
Washington, D.C. John
Dominguez says Bermudez was
the one with the original idea.

“Oscar persuaded all of us to
open a restaurant,” John
Dominguez said. “The kitchen,
that’s his area. He had all the reci-
pes and created the menu. He ba-
sically wanted us to run the front.”

Jose Dominguez’s business phi-
losophy for this new venture was
simple.

“We’re a large family and we go
to dinner a lot. We know what we
like and we thought if we treat
people the way we like to be
treated, that’s the way to make it
work.”

John Dominguez describes his
job as making sure that everyone’s
happy and everything runs
smoothly. He says being family
owned and operated allows them

From Page 5

Business

to be flexible. “It creates an atmo-
sphere that lets customers feel
comfortable and like members of
our extended family.”

Bermudez describes his menu as
Southern Italian. The fish dishes
and pizza are specialties of the
house. And, everything is made to
order. The owners are especially
proud of their pizza.

“It’s a thinner, crispier crust than
what pizza lovers can usually find
around here,” said John
Dominguez, “and it’s been well
received.”

The restaurant is cozy with a
small bar and seating for about 50
diners. It’s family-friendly and al-
ready a neighborhood favorite, so
be forewarned: John Dominguez
says it gets very busy during din-
ner from 6 p.m. until about 8 p.m.
It’s great for diners who like run-
ning into their neighbors and en-
joy children coloring and playing
games at their tables. Otherwise,
patrons might want to consider
dining earlier or later.

Details
Sapore D’Italia Ristorante and

Pizzeria, 1310 Mount Vernon Avenue,
703-683-9680. Open Tuesday through
Friday 11-11, Saturday and Sunday
noon to 11, Closed Monday for lunch
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Three Convenient Locations

Coming Soon! The Bungalow AleHouse in Gainesville!
Visit our website: www.bungalow4u.com

MANCHESTER LAKES
7003-C Manchester Blvd.

Alexandria, VA 22310

(703) 924-8730

CHANTILLY
13891 Metrotech Dr.
Chantilly, VA 20151

(703) 502-3925

SHIRLINGTON
2766 S. Arlington Mill Dr.

Arlington, VA 22206

(703) 578-0020

Three Convenient Locations

Get Your Elves in Gear
and Book Your Office Party

at THE BUNGALOW
Holiday gatherings to fit any budget,

custom fit for groups of 10-200!
• Lunch time, Dinner time, Party time, Anytime!
• Completely Smoke Free as of Dec. 1, 2009
• Party Planning: email us at gatherings@bungalow4u.com

TOUGH YEAR?TOUGH YEAR?

“Billiards and Brew & Great Food Too”

Give a Little

Get a Little!

Gift Cards for

SALE
Buy $25,

Get $5 for You!

Pool TablesGamesDarts

1 HourFree Pool
11am - 3pmwith lunch

CravensNursery.com

Major credit cards accepted

SINCE 1973

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

35% TO 75%
OFF ALL Trees & Shrubs

3 CU. FT. Bag $299

PATIOS, WALLS,
WALKWAYS,

PAVER DRIVEWAYS,
TIMBER WALLS &
SO MUCH MORE

DRAINAGE
Concrete

Stone Masons
Brick Layers

Bulk Mulch
$1999 

Reg $2999 cu yd

Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates

ALL POTTERY 60–75% OFF

FREE

Our
Best

Prices
of this

Century

Off-Season Pricing

SHREDDED HARDWOOD MULCH

New Truckload TALAVERA

25%
OFF
BONSAI,
ORCHIDS

CACTI
PERENNIALS

Magnolias, Hollies,
Birch, Japanese

Maples,
Crape Myrtles

50% OFF
(Selected)

SUPER
SPECIALS

Hand Painted Mexican Pottery

Ask cashier for details

Buy 1 at Regular Price
Get 2 FREE

60,000 POTS

POINSETTIAS
GREEN HOUSE FRESH

6” Poinsettias
Buy One,

Get One 50% OFF

FRASER FIR
5’–11’
Fresh Cut
Superior
Quality

Live Christmas
Trees

FRESH
GREENERY
99¢ a Yard

Garland
Wreaths

Holly
Mistletoe

From Page 3

News

Bluegrass Ambassador to the World
blues, western swing, zydeco, old-time fiddling,

Tex-Mex conjunto, and many more. A lot of these
styles, like bluegrass, don’t get much exposure in the
mainstream media, but have devoted fans through-
out the world. The common thread is that they each
combine particular cultural influences that couldn’t
have come together anywhere else in the world.

Do you think that the music will make a
good ambassador?

Of course. If it’s presented with honest intent, au-
diences will sense that, even if they don’t understand
the lyrics.

What are you most looking forward to
while on tour?

I want to see what the food will be like. On the
last tour, we had a sheep’s head and fermented horse’s
milk in Kyrgyzstan. I understand there’s smoked bat
and caterpillars in the Central African Republic. I’m
hoping for some surprises!
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News

Unity Breakfast
Mayor brings
together
performers and
speakers at annual
Thanksgiving-eve
breakfast.

S
peeches were kept to a bare
minimum at Mayor Bill
Euille’s annual Unity Break-

fast. Performances were in vogue
this year, including appearances by
the Boyle School of Irish Dance,
spoken-word poetry from T.C. Wil-
liams High School students and a
dance troupe known as Genera-
tions of Fire. But the event also in-
cluded several rousing speeches
about the value of giving thanks
at Thanksgiving and tributes to the
importance of diversity in the life
of Alexandria.

“Let’s face it,” said Library Di-
rector Rose Dawson. “Alexandria
is no longer the city of our Found-
ing Fathers.”

 — Michael Lee Pope

Above, Mayor Bill
Euille addresses
the crowd at the
sixth annual Unity
Breakfast.
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T.C. Williams High School ROTC
students presented the colors to
kick off the event.

Tim Lovain, Lonnie Rich and Patsy Ticer. John Taylor Chapman and Dak Hardwick.

Taylor Run on her late mother’s tradition of
welcoming to the table different
friends from differing generations.
This year she had a friend of her
mother’s, a boyhood friend of her
husband’s, and a friend of her
young son’s, accompanied by his
mother.

CHURCH GROWTH
Katherine is giving special

thanks because her church, Wash-
ington Street United Methodist,
has grown for the first time in 15
years!

BARTLEYS
Stewart and Christine Bartley

welcomed Stewart’s father from

Kentucky and Christine’s mother
from Sweden, who was pleased
with her first experience of the
American holiday; she admired
the tradition and enjoyed the food.

SHERLOCK RAN
Kevin Sherlock is thankful that

all his family are healthy, and that
he lived through the 5-mile Tur-
key Trot on Thanksgiving Day.

A DIERCKS DOCTOR
M.J. Atwater and Walt Diercks

are thankful that their daughter
Gillian has earned her MD and
started her internship in New York.

— Lois Kelso Hunt

Neighborhoods

I was rather depressed by the
weight of advertising telling us
that Thanksgiving is all about food
and we must all rush out to spend
more money on it, until one of my
neighbors, Dianna Campagna,
gave me a copy of President
Lincoln’s 1863 Thanksgiving proc-
lamation.

That great man’s recognition of
cause for thanks in 1863, strug-
gling as he was with civil war,
made me think more about what
thanksgiving means. So I called
some neighbors to ask.

Katherine Morrison tries to carry
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Reunion for a Reunion Musical
Signature sponsors
“Glory Days” CD
release concert.

Steven Booth played Will and
Andrew C. Call played Andy in
“Glory Days.”

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

T
here was a very unusual celebra-
tion at Signature Theatre in
Shirlington on Monday night. Two

young men who wrote a musical and the
four young men who played in that musi-
cal took the stage for a one-night-only con-
cert to celebrate something that had never
happened before: the release of an original
Broadway cast album of a musical that
started right here in Arlington.

“Glory Days” had its premiere here in
January of last year. It was an unusual
project to begin with, but few could have
predicted that it would become the first
musical that premiered in Arlington to
transfer to Broadway, even if the reception
there wasn’t quite as positive as everyone
would have hoped. The opening night at
Signature Theatre was met with unbounded
optimism. The opening night on Broadway
five months later was also the closing night
on Broadway.

The musical was the work of two Mont-
gomery County lads who played some of
the music from their project for Signature’s
Artistic Director Eric Schaeffer when they
were 20 years old and attending the Musi-
cal Theatre Institute he teaches at The
Kennedy Center every year. He liked what
he heard and agreed to work with them to
develop the musical.

It told a simple story of a reunion of four
buddies from high school on the first anni-
versary of their graduation. After being in-
separable during high school, they have had
a year of growing up and, it turns out, a
year of growing apart. The one-act musical
had a pop-rock score of 15 songs ranging
from high-spirited to touching as the four

brought each other up to date on their lives
and reminisced about the highs and lows
of their high school careers.

The two who wrote the musical were Nick
Blaemire, who had previously appeared in
musicals in Washington and Maryland, and
James Gardner, who had featured roles in
musicals at Signature. Neither, however,
appeared in the cast of their musical. In-
stead, Steven Booth, Andrew C. Call, Adam
Halpin and Jesse JP Johnson portrayed the
four friends. All had national tour or re-
gional theatre experience.

The six twenty-somethings got back to-
gether on the stage at Signature Monday
night for a “CD Release Celebration” con-
cert on the occasion of the issuance of a
recording of the full score on Sh-K-Boom’s
Ghostlight Records label. Blaemire and
Gardner told some of the story of the de-
velopment of the show and then Booth, Call,

Halpin and Johnson responded to questions
about their experiences from the first audi-
tions through the brief run on Broadway
(the show had two weeks of previews be-
fore its one-night run at the Circle in the
Square Theatre in the same building as the
Gerswhin Theatre where the Broadway pro-
duction of “Wicked” was in its fifth year as
a major hit.

Most of the time of the concert was de-
voted to singing some of the songs of “Glory
Days.” Blaemire and Gardner sang some of
the songs that had been written but not used
in the final version of the show while the
cast members sang a number of the songs
that were in the show and are on the CD.
Blaemire and Gardner are working on an-
other musical and they sang one song from
that project as well.

A touching moment in the evening was
the appearance of Gardner’s brother Matt
who was the assistant director of the show
at Signature and on Broadway. He told the
story of his first reading of an early version
of the script which he found less than im-
pressive. It was just out of loyalty to his
brother that he agreed to direct its first try-
out reading. He then resisted his brother’s
efforts to have him read subsequent drafts
for over a year, but when he finally returned
to the piece he was moved.

“Glory Days” has already had a post-
Broadway life. It was translated into Japa-
nese and opened in Tokyo with a Japanese
rock band performing the piece.

Not all musicals that are produced on
Broadway get an original Broadway cast
recording but those that do often have more
productions afterwards because of the ex-
posure the album gets them. People become
familiar with the score and are more likely
to explore the possibility of a production.

❖❖❖
Brad Hathaway reviews theater in Virginia,

Washington and Maryland as well as Broad-
way, and edits Potomac Stages, a Web site
covering theater in the region
(www.PotomacStages.com). He can be
reached at Brad@PotomacStages.com.

Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette

Old Town Walled
Garden Club Holiday
Decorating Contest
The judging of exterior holiday
decorations in the Old Town His-
toric District will take place on
Thursday, Dec. 10, 2009. The
decorations are handmade using
natural greens, fruit and flowers.
Photos of the winners will be
published in this newspaper the
following week.

The Repertory Opera Theater of Washington presents its third and
largest production of the season, Guiseppe Verdi’s “Un Ballo in
Maschera,” a story about love, betrayal, and the fate that binds us
all. The show times are Saturday, Dec. 5 at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, Dec.
12 at 7:30 p.m. Admission is $20/general; $15/students and se-
niors. At Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill, 3606 Seminary Road, Alex-
andria. For tickets, call 571-403-0814 or email at ROTW@live.com.

Each holiday season, Community Part-
ners for Children (CPC) collects toys for
deserving youngsters in the Alexandria
area, and asks the community for help.

CPC volunteers have delivered deco-
rated boxes to local businesses and gov-
ernment offices. In mid-December, vol-
unteers will pick up the donated toys.
On Distribution Day, Saturday, Dec. 19,
CPC will sort the donations by age group,
and then help deserving families select
toys for their children.

Here’s how to support the holiday toy
drive:

Make a cash contribution by sending
a check to Community Partners for Chil-
dren, P.O. Box 2738, Alexandria, VA
22301.

Donate a Grocery Gift Card at a CPC
donation box.

Donate toys. Leave a doll, toy truck,
game, or any other new toy for a deserv-

CPC Kicks Off Holiday Toy Drive
ing child or infant at a CPC donation
box.

Volunteer: Contact Kendra Chambers
(kendrajanedc@aol.com or 703-717-
0373).

Volunteer Dates:
❖ Help pick up donations during

week of Dec. 14 through 18, as needed.
Drive to drop-off locations and pick up
items and boxes. Deliver to storage ar-
eas.

❖ Help pick up donations on Satur-
day, Dec. 19 from 6:30 a.m. to 8 a.m.

❖ Pick up donations from storage ar-
eas and deliver to Cora Kelly Elemen-
tary School.

❖ Help sort and count toys on Satur-
day, Dec. 19, from 7:30 a.m. to 11:30
a.m. at Cora Kelly Elementary School.

❖ Assist families to select toys on Sat-
urday, Dec. 19, from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. at Cora Kelly Elementary School.
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Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner

Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated

With a memorable gifts from B&C Jewelers
•Hidlago • Pandora • D’oro • Van-Lachman • DeHago

3652 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22302

(703) 379-6010
www.bcjewelers.net

Make it Merry     Bright&
Holiday Hours

Monday - Friday 10am-8pm
Saturday 10am-6pm
Sunday 11am-4pm

December 24th 10:00am - 5:00pm

Everyone is invited this Friday
to attend Holiday on the Avenue
Festivities which include the An-
nual Del Ray Holiday Tree Light-
ing, Visit with Santa and Lighting
of the Luminaries. This is a holi-
day tradition that families look
forward to every year. It will be
this Friday, Dec. 4 at 6 p.m. at a
new location — the Del Ray
Farmer’s Market at Mt. Vernon and
E. Oxford Avenues.  Carols will
begin at 5:45 p.m. and hot choco-
late, hot cider and cookies will be
provided by Mt. Jefferson Civic
Association and the Del Ray Citi-
zens Association.

At 6 p.m., everyone will sing
“Hear Comes Santa Claus,” and
Santa will be escorted in a police
cruiser with lights and sirens.
Santa will light the tree and then
lead participants down Mt. Vernon
Avenue to enjoy the luminaries lin-
ing the street, ending a block away
at Mind the Mat where he will sit
and hear what children want for
Christmas.  Santa will have candy
canes for the children and photos
can be taken.

In the spirit of the season and
to help those less fortunate this
holiday, the organizers are asking
everyone to bring with them food
such as cereal or canned goods or
clothing to include hats, gloves,
socks and diapers for Carpenter’s
Homeless Shelter and to drop
them off when they arrive at the
Farmer’s Market.

While on the Avenue, partici-
pants are invited to stroll down the
Avenue where thousands of lumi-
naries will be lit from Mt. Vernon
and Commonwealth down to
Luray Avenue until 10 p.m.  and
to stop by one of the many busi-
nesses that will be staying open
until 9 p.m. as part of the Holiday
Celebration.

Many stores will have specials
and the Del Ray Artisans, located
in the Colasanto Center at 2704
Mt. Vernon Ave., will be kicking
off its 14th Annual Art & Craft
Holiday Market Opening Recep-
tion on Friday from 7-9:30 p.m.

Holiday on the
Avenue Fest
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127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

Please make
holiday

reservations
early

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

 Open Christmas Eve

3 Seatings: 4:30, 6:30, 8:30

3 Seatings: 5:30, 7:30, 9:45

New Year’s Eve

32nd

5

6

Shop for quality
arts & crafts offered by more
than 130 juried artisans

32nd Annual Holiday Arts & Crafts Show

9 a.m. –  4 p.m.

10 a.m. –  3:30 p.m.

The Mount Vernon Kiwanis Club
is holding its annual fund-raiser by
selling 750 choice Fraser firs, door
wreaths, and rolls of garland to the
community.  This three-week long
effort began Saturday, Nov. 28, in
the Belle View Shopping Center
parking lot near Fort Hunt Road.
This is its major source of raising
money for 2010, which is used
exclusively to run projects and pro-
grams to help needy individuals,
families, and especially the chil-
dren of this community.   The tree
lot will be open for sales from 9
a.m. to 9 p.m. on weekends and
noon to 9 p.m. on weekdays
through Dec. 20.  Visit
www.mtvernonvakiwankis.org.

Kiwanis Club
Holds Tree Sale

A Christmas Marketplace

Vendors sell unique, holiday gift wares in a boutique setting.  Loca-
tion: George Washington Masonic Memorial, Alexandria. Date/Time:
Friday, Dec. 4 – One Day Only; 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Taste of Scotland

A Tasting featuring hard-to-find, rare scotches direct from Scotland
distilleries. Location: George Washington Masonic Memorial, Alexan-
dria; Date/Time: Friday, Dec. 4 from 7-8 p.m. Patron Hour Only; 8-11
p.m. Patron and Regular ticketholders. Cost: Advance tickets required.
Go to www.scottishchristmaswalk.com or call 703-549-0111, x107 for
tickets. Patron: $150/individual, $250/couple. Individual tickets $100.

The Scottish Christmas Walk Parade

More than 100 Scottish Clans, pipe and drum bands, Scottish danc-
ers, re-enactment groups, Scottie dog groups, dignitaries and, of course,
Santa Claus will march through the streets of Old Town Alexandria.

Route: Beginning at the corner of Wilkes and South Pitt Streets in
Old Town and ending at Market Square

Date/Time: Saturday, Dec. 5 at 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Holiday Designer Tour of Homes

Stroll through lovely properties in the historic district of Alexandria
dressed up for the holidays by acclaimed interior designers and florists.

Location: Select properties in Old Town, Alexandria
Date/Time: Saturday, Dec. 5 from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Cost: Tickets required. Go to www.scottishchristmaswalk.com  or call

703-549-0111 or stop by The Campagna Center for tickets. Advance
Purchase $30. Day-Of Purchase $35. Tickets may also be purchased at
the homes.

A Very Scottish
Christmas
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DC’s historic Warner Theatre
December 10–27, 2009
Tickets start at just $29!
livenation.com, 877.598.8497

or the Warner Theatre Box Office
Visit washingtonballet.org for more information.

Don’t miss this DC holiday tradition!

Thank You!
Judges of the LCTA-PTA

Reflections Art Competition:

Andrew H. Macdonald of AHM Gallery
Photography and Visual Arts

Ellen Klein of Hooray for Books!
Literature

The students and parents of Lyles-Crouch Traditional
Academy appreciate your investment in the creativity of

the next generation.

❦

See Calendar,  Page 23
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THURSDAY/DEC. 3
Holiday Open House. 6 to 9

p.m. Shop for one-of-a-kind gifts
as live music and refreshments
get you into the holiday spirit at
this annual bash! Guests are also
invited to give back with a food
drive benefiting Carpenter’s
Shelter.  At the Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org or call
703-838-4565.

Holiday Concert. 7:30 p.m.
NOVA Community Chorus, Dr.
Mark Whitmire, Director, with
the Alexandria Band. At the
Schlesinger Concert Hall,
Northern Virginia Community
College, 3001 North Beauregard
Street, Alexandria. Call 703-845-
6097.

DEC. 3-4
Holiday Market. 9 a.m. to 12:30

p.m. Shop for jewelry, purses,
soaps and more. At St. Luke’s
Day School, 8009 Ft. Hunt Road,
Alexandria. Call Tracey Navratil
at 703-417-9219.

FRIDAY/DEC. 4
Holiday Luminarias. 6-9 p.m. Free

viewing. Lit candles and Christmas
trees line the streets, providing a
holiday glow. In the Historic Del Ray
District, Mount Vernon Avenue from
Bellefonte to Hume Avenues.

ArtFest 2009 Open House. 6-9 p.m.
Free. Exhibits, holiday sales and more.
The event features 2D/3D exhibits,
holiday ceramic sale, jewelry sale,
wearable fiber art show and sale,
music by Rew Smith Band, artist
demos and food and drinks.

The Ceramic and Pottery Show and
Sale will run through the weekend
and will feature ceramic vessels and
forms made by students and associates
of The Art League that are perfect for
holiday gift giving. Times are: Friday,
Dec. 4, 11 a.m.-9 p.m.; Saturday, Dec.
5, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; and Sunday, Dec. 6,
12 noon-5 p.m.

The Jewelry Show and Sale, featured
Friday and Saturday, will showcase a
variety of jewelry to fit all tastes. Times
are: Friday, Dec. 4, 11 a.m.-9 p.m.; and
Saturday, Dec. 5, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. At the
Madison Annex in Old Town
Alexandria.

Parent’s Night Out. Once a Month
from 5-10 p.m. At Meade Episcopal
Church, Alexandria. Meade staff will
entertain kids ages 1-9 with age-
appropriate educational theme
activities. Cost is $15/child ($80 family
maximum). Call Meade Church at 703-
549-1334.

A Christmas Marketplace. 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Special shopping hours for Taste
of Scotland 7-10:30 p.m. At the George
Washington Masonic Memorial, 101

Callahan Drive, Alexandria. Visit
www.ScottishChristmasWalk.com  or
call 703-549-0111 x107.

DEC. 4-5
Campagna Center Scottish

Christmas Walk, Parade and
Weekend. Free. Parade is Saturday,
Dec. 5 at 11 a.m.  Even dogs wear kilts
during the annual Scottish Christmas
Walk. Christmas Marketplace is Friday,
Dec. 4 all day, George Washington
Masonic Memorial. Taste of Scotland,
Friday, Dec. 4, evening. Call 703-549-
0111, or go to
www.ScottishChristmasWalk.com.

The Nutcracker. Friday, Dec. 4 at 6:30
p.m., Saturday, Dec. 5 at 2 and 6:30
p.m. Performance includes ballet,
pointe, tap, jazz, lyrical and hip hop
dance and gymnastics. Joint venture
between West Potomac Academy and
Alexandria Community Dance. At West
Potomac High School’s Springbank
Auditorium. For tickets, contact
Courtney Betzel at  703-718-2641 or
cjbetzel@fcps.edu, or Gennifer
Lissenby, Alexandria Community
Dance director, at
glisenby@verizon.net.

DEC. 4-6
Holiday Market at Del Ray Artisans.

Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday
noon to 4 p.m. Unique handmade fine
arts and crafts from 16 exhibitors and
bake sale items to benefit Food for
Others. Free. Go to
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org. The Del

Ray Artisans Gallery is located at
the Nicholas A. Colasanto Center,
2704 Mount Vernon Avenue,
Alexandria. Call 703-838-4827.
Mount Vernon by Candlelight.
5-8 p.m. Mrs. Washington hosts
18th-century Christmas with
candlelit walks, fireside caroling,
and early American décor. Cost is
$18/adults, $12/children under 11.
At Mount Vernon Estate & Gardens,
3200 Mount Vernon Memorial
Hwy., Mount Vernon. Call 703-780-
2000 or www.MountVernon.org.

SATURDAY/DEC. 5
Christmas Fair. St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church basement hall, 711
North Columbus St., 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Vendors with jewelry, Christmas
cards, gifts, food, cosmetics and
more. Call 703-836-3725.
Respite Day for Kinship Care
Families. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free
activities for kinship children ages
3-12 who are residents of Fairfax
County or the cities of Fairfax or
Falls Church. At Gum Springs
Community Center, 8100 Fordson
Road, Alexandria. Pre-registration
required by Dec. 1. Call 703-324-
3517.
Holiday Concert. 2 p.m. At
Market Square, 301 King Street,

Old Town. The Family Choir of Beth El
Hebrew Congregation will perform
Hanukah favorites. Call 703-883-4686.

Opera Production. 7:30 p.m. $20
admission/$15 students. The
Repertory Opera Theater of
Washington presents Guiseppe Verdi’s
“Un Ballo in Maschera;” a story about
love, betrayal, and the fate that binds
us all. At Immanuel Church-on-the-
Hill, 3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria.
For advanced tickets, call 571-403-
0814 or email ROTW@live.com.

Musical Event. 2 p.m. Mystic Harmony
will perform Celtic-influenced folk
music. At Washington Street UMC, 115
S. Washington Street, Alexandria. Go
to www.wsumc.com.

Concert Featuring Ars Choralis. 7
p.m. Ars Choralis, under the direction
of Douglas A. Beck, will be featuring
selections from Handel’s “Messiah,”
with soloists and brass and strings
accompaniment. Ars Choralis is the
choir-in-residence of St. Paul’s Old
Town Episcopal Church, 228 South Pitt
Street, corner of Pitt and Duke Streets
in Old Town. Call Douglas A. Beck,
703-549-3312.

Holiday Boat Parade of Lights. 6-7
p.m. Some 50 brightly lit powerboats
and sailboats parade down the
Potomac River from D.C. to
Alexandria’s harbor. Free viewing.
Santa arrives by fireboat at 4 p.m. at
the Alexandria Marina, One Cameron
Street. Sponsored by Burke & Herbert
Bank.

Scottish Christmas Walk Parade. 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. Earl Cook, Alexandria’s

DEC. 3-19
A Tuna Christmas. By Jaston Williams, Joe Sears

and Ed Howard featuring Katherine Bisulca and
Erin Gallalee.  Presented by Zemfira Stage. Dec.
3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 17, 18, 19 at 8 p.m.; Dec. 13 at 3
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Cost is $15/adults; $10
seniors, students. At The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington Street, Alexandria. Call 703-615-
6626.
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$299$299

Holiday Sale
20–50% Off!

Special Holiday
Savings

•12 mos./no interest
•Layaway Available

Special Holiday
Savings

•12 mos./no interest
•Layaway Available

Holiday
Savings

Holiday
Savings

Holiday
Savings

Landmark Mall
5801 Duke St., Suite A200

Alexandria, VA 22304
Next to Sears on 2nd floor

FURNITURE
& MATTRESS

OUTLET
703-354-2223

DIRECT
FURNITURE

703-256-0200

Holiday
Savings

HolidaySavings

From Page 22
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Chief of Police, will serve as the Grand
Marshal. Cook will lead more than
120 Scottish clans, pipe and drum
bands, Scottish dancers, re-
enactment groups, canine marchers,
local dignitaries and Santa Claus,
through the streets of Old Town.
From corner of Wilkes and South
Saint Asaph Streets to King and
Royal Streets.  Presented by the
Campagna Center, the St. Andrew’s
Society and the City of Alexandria.
Visit
www.ScottishChristmasWalk.com.

Holiday on the Avenue.
Alexandria’s Del Ray neighborhood
gets into the festive spirit with
Holiday on the Avenue. Local
businesses around the one-mile
stretch of Mount Vernon Avenue
feature all-day events and stay open
until 9 p.m. The Del Ray tree
lighting is at 6 p.m. at Colosanto
Park at 2704 Mount Vernon
Avenue. Then follow Santa down
the luminary-lit Mount Vernon
Avenue. Kids can sit on Santa’s lap
for a photo at the end of the walk.
Join in the caroling and stop in the
shops for a hot drink. Free.
www.VisitDelRay.com.

Ornament Decorating Workshop
for Families. 1-4 p.m. Be inspired
by the colors and patterns of pottery excavated in
Alexandria and make a memorable holiday
keepsake. Participants can decorate and take home
dough ornaments which are shaped like artifacts
from the museum’s own collection. Great for
families. 1-4 p.m. Free. At the Alexandria
Archaeology Museum (inside the Torpedo
Factory), 105 N. Union Street, #327, Alexandria.
Call 703-838-4399,
www.AlexandriaArchaeology.org.

A Soldier’s Christmas. Noon-4 p.m.  The “Soldier’s
Christmas” program will feature re-enactors from
the First Virginia Regiment, as well as interpreters
from the Carlyle House and will highlight life in
Alexandria during the holidays at the time of the
American Revolution. Activities and games for
children. $5 suggested donation. At 121 N. Fairfax
St., Alexandria. Call 703-549-2997 or go to
www.nvrpa.org/parks/CarlyleHouse/index.php.

Women’s Holiday Breakfast Bazaar. 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. The event hosted by Agape Embassy
Ministries will feature special musical guest
Minister Martha Munizzi and speaker First Lady
Dee Dee Freeman of Spirit of Faith Christian
Center. Ticket purchase includes a full breakfast
and access to a vendor exhibit hall. Hosted by
Agape Embassy Ministries. Go to
www.agapembassy.org.

“Lion, Witch and Wardrobe.” 9 a.m.
Kaleidoscope Theatre presents “The Lion, the
Witch, and the Wardrobe,” in Old Town
Alexandria. At Medieval Madness at Renaissance
Hall, 1121 King Street. Alexandria. Tickets are $5.
Call 703-912-4005 or email info@ktheatre.org to
reserve seats. Free parking is available in the
garage at 1101 King Street. Entry to the garage is
on Cameron Street. Visit www.ktheatre.org.

SUNDAY/DEC. 6
“Classical Christmas.” 4 p.m. Featuring Amanda

Gosier, soprano, the 200-voice New Dominion
Choral chorus and full orchestra. Great seasonal
music including Poulenc’s “Gloria,” Berlioz’s
“Flight Into Egypt,” and selections from
Mendelssohn, Liszt, and Beveridge, plus sing-along
carols. At the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall,
NVCC, 3001 N. Beauregard Street, Alexandria.
Tickets and information: www.newdominion.org
or by phone at 703-442-9404.

Candlelight Advent Lessons and Carols. 4:30
p.m. at Seminary Chapel, 3737 Seminary Road,
Alexandria.

Brass of Peace Recital. 4 p.m. Free. Holiday music
and more. Hosted by the Alexandria Performing
Arts Association. At The Lyceum Museum, 201 S.
Washington Street, Alexandria. Call 703-505-
0700.

Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic. 3
p.m. Admission by donation. With Music Director
Ulysses S. James. Pre-concert talks for WMPA
members at 2:30 p.m. in the atrium. At Bishop
Ireton High School, 201 Cambridge Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-845-6097.

Holiday Concert. 3 p.m. NOVA Community Chorus
and the Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic
perform. At Bishop Ireton High School, 201
Cambridge Road, Alexandria.

Holiday Open House. Noon to 4 p.m. Botanical
holiday decorations, unique gift ideas, family fun,

music, crafts, refreshments. At Green Springs
Garden Park, 4603 Green Springs Road (near
Braddock and Route 236), Alexandria.

Shopping Holiday Party. 1-4:30 p.m. The
Alexandria Commission for Women and Friends of
the Commission present the “Women, Art, and
Shopping Holiday Party.” Some 30 artists offering
pottery, jewelry, handcrafted clothing, crafts,
photography and more. At the Charles Houston
Recreation Center, 905 Wythe Street, Alexandria.
Call 703-746-5030.

Holiday Art Show. 1-4:30 p.m. More than 30
exhibitors will display their wares. At the Charles
Houston Recreation Center, 901 Wythe Street,
Alexandria. Contact Lisa Baker at 703-746-5030 or
e-mail lisa.baker@alexandriava.gov.

Toys for Tots Benefit. 1-5 p.m. “Gonna Thrive at
Thirty-Five” Toys for Tots annual benefit round
and square dance. At Lee Center Exhibit Hall,
1108 Jefferson Street, Alexandria. The Capital
Square Demonstration team will perform at 3 p.m.
Recommended donation per couple is a new,
unopened toy or $10 contribution ($5/singles).
Call 703-746-5418.

Holiday Concert. 2 p.m. Shir Tze’ir, a performer of
Jewish a cappella music, will perform at 301 King
Street, Old Town Alexandria. Call 703-883-4686.

Advent Procession. 6 p.m. Free. “From Darkness to
Light.” Presented by the choirs of Grace Episcopal
Church, the services include music by Paul Manz,
Stephen Paulus, Sergei Rachmaninov, Charles
Wood, and G.P. Palestrina. At Grace Episcopal
Church, 3601 Russell Road, Alexandria. Call 703-
549-1980.

Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic. 3
p.m. Free. At Bishop Ireton High School, 201
Cambridge Road, Alexandria. Pre-concert lecture
at 2:15 p.m.

“From Darkness to Light.” 6 p.m. Free. The
choirs of Grace Episcopal Church present the
annual advent procession. Music by Paul Manz,
Stephen Paulus, Sergei Rachmaninov, Charles
Wood and G.P. Palestrina. At Grace Episcopal
Church, 3601 Russell Road, Alexandria. Call 703-
549-1980.

MONDAY/DEC. 7
Pearl Harbor Remembrance. Patriotic series of

monologues. At Mount Vernon High School.
Proceeds benefit the MVHS Student Government
Association, American Legion Post 162 and No
Greater Sacrifice.

TUESDAY/DEC. 8
Author Ann Purcell. 7:30 p.m. The author of The

Photographers Guide to Washington, D.C.,
describes how to view and photograph famous and
lesser-known sites, from the Lincoln Memorial and
the White House to nearby Mount Vernon.  Hosted
by the Friends of the Duncan Library. The Duncan
Library is located at 2501 Commonwealth Avenue,
Alexandria. Call 703-838-4566 or visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us.

Elephant lamps from the movie “How Do
You Know?”

SATURDAY/DEC. 12
Hollywood Auction. 10 a.m. High-quality furniture and

decorative objectives from Antique & Contemporary
Leasing & Sales, a Washington staging company that
provides furnishings for movie sets, diplomatic events,
will be sold at auction at The Potomack Company. At 526
North Fayette Street, Alexandria. Visit
www.potomackcompany.com or call 703-684-4550

THURSDAY/DEC. 10
David LaFleur in Concert. 7 p.m. Solo acoustic

roots. At The Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-548-0035 or www.nvfaa.org.
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springtime elections in favor of
holding them in May. Some Demo-
crats supported the measure as a
way to increase participation, but
others blasted the move as a cyni-
cal ploy to capitalize on increased
turnout for up-ticket races. Kellom
also appeared at a contentious
hearing conducted by the registrar
after three Democrats challenged
the residency status of Council-
woman-elect Alicia Hughes.

“I’m really disappointed in the
Democrats,” said longtime NAACP
chairman Howard Woodson at the
time. “I think it’s time for new
leadership in the Alexandria
Democratic Committee.”

NEXT MONTH, the committee
will be under new management.
Until last week, the frontrunner for
the job was Julie Jakopic — a close
ally of Kellom who stepped down
from her position as deputy chair-
woman earlier this year to run
Councilman Rob Krupicka’s reelec-
tion campaign. Yet after consider-
ing a campaign over the last few
months, Jakopic eventually de-
cided against throwing her hat
into the ring.

“My workload is very different
than I expected over the summer,”
said Jakopic, a managing partner
of a consulting group known as
Creating the Vision. “It looks like
we have a couple of strong candi-
dates for chair, and I do plan to
run for my former position, deputy
chair for finance and administra-
tion.”

Meanwhile, party insiders Mark
Feldheim and John Irvine have
also decided against running. That
leaves Matt Harris and Clark Mer-
cer as the two candidates who will
battle it out over the course of the
next month. More candidates
could step forward in advance of
the Jan. 4 leadership election, but
they would have to catch up to
Harris and Mercer in terms of lin-
ing up support.

“Both are extremely well quali-

fied with long histories of achieve-
ment,” said Kellom, who plans to
tour Germany with her husband
after she steps down. “Whichever
candidate wins, the party will
win.”

MATT HARRIS is pinning his
hopes for snagging the chairman-
ship on his experience with the
city’s precincts. His first leadership
position in the committee was as
precinct captain for the Firehouse
precinct, later becoming deputy
chair for precinct operations in the
eastern part of the city. He ac-
knowledges that Mercer has more
campaign experience, but he sees
himself as someone who under-
stands how to build a party from
the grassroots level as a result of
his precinct experience.

“I don’t think the party does a
good enough job of recruiting new
candidates,” said Harris, a lawyer
who represents a union for televi-
sion and radio employees. “There’s
a small circle of people who show
up to ADC meetings, and that is
where the crop of candidates usu-
ally comes from.”

Harris said he would like to reach

out to community groups in an ef-
fort to broaden the diversity of the
committee. One effort he said he
would support as chairman would
be to use the same door-knocking
techniques used to build support
for political campaigns in an effort
to bring new members to the com-
mittee. He would like to organize
the monthly meetings in a way that
left people feeling more energized
about the party’s activities.

“I’d like to make the meetings
more exciting,” said Harris, whose
Facebook page lists “intense argu-
ments” as an interest. “It would be
nice if we could include some sub-
stantive issues of the day.”

CLARK MERCER is a well-
known commodity in Alexandria.
His father is David Mercer, co-
founder of the Mercer Trigiani law
firm and past president of the
Campagna Center. But the son has
already made quite a name for
himself in local politics, managing
Mayor Bill Euille’s two reelection
campaigns. He also served as
deputy director for research and
policy on Mark Warner’s 2008 Sen-
ate bid and as treasurer for Coun-

cilman Paul Smedberg’s 2009 re-
election campaign.

“I bring a campaign back-
ground,” said Mercer, who co-
founded the Alexandria Young
Democrats in 2003. “I would like
to see more of an emphasis on
planning and recruiting further in
advance. This is something you
can’t do at the last minute.”

If elected by committee mem-
bers, Mercer said, he would like
to emphasize outreach efforts to
new members. One idea he sup-
ports is having the committee send
postcards to people who have re-
cently moved to Alexandria, and
he would like to see committee
members carry Democratic Com-
mittee business cards with them

to distribute at social functions.
Like Harris, Mercer agrees that
committee members need to leave
the monthly meetings energized
about the part and its campaigns.
But he also feels that campaign-
ing can be less personal.

“I’m not going to be one of those
folks who attacks Republicans ev-
ery seek,” said Mercer, who de-
scribes himself as a “radical cen-
trist” on his Facebook page. “That’s
one of the problems we had with
the recent governor’s race.”

Two Vie To Lead Democratic Committee

Alexandria Democratic Committee Chairwoman Susan
Kellom oversees a hand count of ballots during a
firehouse caucus last year after the surprise resignation
of former Del. Brian Moran (D-46).

Matt Harris, 42. A native of
Hartford, Conn., Harris received a
bachelor’s degree in history from
Clark University in Wooster, Mass.,
and a juris doctorate from the
Duquesne University School of Law
in Pittsburgh. He first moved to
Alexandria in 1992, leaving in
1995 and then returning in 2001.
Since joining the Alexandria
Democratic Committee in 2002, he
has served as captain of the
Firehouse Precinct, chairman for
outreach and deputy chair for
precinct operations in the east end
of the city. He is currently an
attorney with the Communication
Workers of America. Harris is
single and lives in the Parker Gray
neighborhood.

Clark Mercer, 30: A native of
Alexandria, Mercer graduated from
T.C. Williams High School in 1998
before receiving a bachelor’s
degree in American Studies from
Yale University and a master of
public policy from George Wash-
ington University. He served as
campaign manager for Mayor Bill
Euille in the last two election
cycles, and he’s also worked on
campaigns for U.S. Sen. Mark
Warner and Alexandria City
Councilman Paul Smedberg. He co-
founded the Alexandria Young
Democrats in 2003, and he is
currently employed by the
Commission on Wartime Contract-
ing. Mercer lives with his wife in
the Parkfairfax neighborhood.
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To have a notice listed, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Call Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412
with questions.

ONGOING
Annual Christmas Tree Sale to

benefit the Alexandria Police
Youth Camp. The sale will be
ongoing, weeknights from 5 p.m.
to 8 p.m. and every weekend from
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., until they are
sold out! The sale is held by the
Amtrak Station at 110 Callahan
Drive, Alexandria.

THURSDAY/DEC. 3
Holiday Networking Happy Hour.

5:30-7:30 p.m. Sponsored by the
West End Business Association. At
the Hilton Hotel at Mark Center,
5000 Seminary Road at Beauregard.

School Board Meeting. 7:30 p.m. At
the School Administration Offices,
Winkler Building Board Room, 2000
North Beauregard Street, Alexandria.
Contact Rosemary Webb at 703-824-
6614.

SATURDAY/DEC. 5
Fort Ward Park History Group

Meeting. 10 a.m. to noon.
Workgroup members are recording
family history, identifying features
such as graves, documenting
historical photographs including
family and landscape images, and
helping with other projects related to
the history of the site and in
particular, to the African-American
community that existed at Fort Ward,
4301 W. Braddock Road, Alexandria.
Visit www.fortward.org or call 703-
838-4848.

MONDAY/DEC. 7
“Tea and Talk.” 1-3 p.m. All are

invited to share the story of their civil
rights experiences in Alexandria and
how it was shaped by the Parker-
Gray School and Charles Houston. At
the Charles Houston Recreation
Center, 901 Wythe St., Alexandria.
Reply by Dec. 4 at 703-746-5588, or
by email at aca@alexandriava.gov.

TUESDAY/DEC. 8
Advisory Group Meeting. 7 p.m.

City of Alexandria schedules first Ad
Hoc Fort Ward Park and Museum
Area Stakeholder Advisory Group
meeting. At Fort Ward Museum,
4301 W. Braddock Road. The

Advisory Group will advise City
staff on Fort Ward Park and
Museum use and management.
Visit www.alexandriava.gov/
recreation or call Laura Durham
at 703-746-5493.

THURSDAY/DEC. 10
Health Care Meeting. 6:30 p.m.

Hosted by the Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority Inc. Health Justice
Initiative. At the Alexandria Black
History Museum, 902 Wythe
Street, Alexandria. Contact Krysta
Jones at krystanjones@gmail.com
or 703-969-9647.

Bulletin Board
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Intelligent Office Presents
The 2009 Alexandria Chamber of Commerce

Pre-registration required: $75 for members, $90 for non-members
Reservations: Visit www.alexchamber.com

Questions: Call Janelle at 703-739-3808
or email jschmidt@alexchamber.com

Martini Bar Entry fee $150
First 20 bars will be accepted

Thursday, December 17 • 6-9 P.M.
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites

625 First Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Satin Doll Trio • Heavy Hors d’Oeuvres
• New and improved voting system
• Free cab rides will be provided by Alexandria

Yellow Cab from 8:45 to 10:00 p.m.
• Reduced hotel room rates and a complimentary

breakfast for two provided by the Holiday Inn to
anyone who books a room for the event

Sample and Vote for the

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
 UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODIST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES—UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES—UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES—ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 13)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN
CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

Wesley United Methodist Church

10 am Sunday Worship Service
Sunday School classes (child to adult)
and youth group (7th to 12th grade)

9 am to noon Monday through Friday Pre-School

8412 Richmond Ave, Alexandria, VA 22309
(just off Richmond Highway, near Fort Belvoir & Mount Vernon)

703-780-5019 • www.wesleyva.org

Can You Hear Me Now?

To Advertise Your
Faith Community,

call Karen at: 703-917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Christmas Eve Service - Dec 24th at 5:00 pm
Sunday Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

Legal Notices

LEGAL NOTICE
The Alexandria City School Board will hold a 
public hearing on the FY 2011-2015 CIP budget 
at the meeting at 7:30 p.m. on December 17, 
2009, in the School Board Auditorium, 2000 
North Beauregard St., Alexandria. If you would 
like to address the Board, please contact Clerk 
of the Board Rosemary Webb at 703-824-6614 
or rwebb@acps.k12.va.us

From Page 13
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picket Council members over
contract demands, and the police
endorse Council candidates and
make campaign contributions.
One former City Council member
almost lost his seat because of po-
lice displeasure. In addition, the
mantra to “fully fund” the school
budget that has taken hold among
school advocates in recent years
comes with the very real implica-
tion that Council members will be
punished at election time if they
do not. Council candidates covet
support from school advocates and
proudly place the words “teacher
endorsed” on their campaign
signs.

In general, the city is well run.
There have been increased effi-
ciencies and innovations in service
delivery in recent years. And even
before the current crunch, budget
pressures had been increasing.
State aid has declined, and state
and federal regulations have
added expense. To recruit and
keep good employees, the city
must pay generous salaries and
benefits. The city has many school-
children who come from disadvan-
taged backgrounds and need ex-
tra help.

I strongly support all the spend-
ing that is actually needed for
schools, police, firefighters and
emergency personnel. But I’m also
a taxpayer and tired of paying
higher taxes every year, in good
times and now bad ones. I’m also
distressed when the need to essen-
tially maintain spending levels for
school, police, and fire/emergency
services during bad times means
that other areas that I care deeply
about — helping the less fortu-
nate, the environment, recreation,
and libraries—have to take dispro-
portionately large hits.

In recent years, the City Coun-
cil has been trying to avoid harsh
budget realities by supporting a
development binge. The idea is
that more development will even-
tually bring residents property tax
relief. Yet, although the level of
development during the past 15
years is unprecedented in city his-
tory, taxes have increased virtually
every year.

The city won’t be able to develop
its way out of its revenue chal-
lenges. Thus, it is imperative to
take a closer, honest look at where
most of the money is: the school,
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Sports

T.C. Girls Begin Life Without Ruffin-Pratt

Diamond Copeland and the rest of the T.C. Williams girls
basketball team begin life without All-American Tierra
Ruffin-Pratt.
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Titans try to overcome loss of
All-American with team effort.

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

H
ow does one replace
a legend? Tierra
Ruffin-Pratt finished
her T.C. Williams

career as the girls basketball
program’s all-time leading scorer.
Her No. 4 jersey was retired. She
led the Titans to the state
quarterfinals as a senior in 2009
and is now playing for the Univer-
sity of North Carolina.

Memories of the All-American
will remain with former coaches,
teammates and those who
watched from the crowd. But life
continues for T.C. Williams, which
must move forward without one
of the best players to ever pass
through the program.

How does one replace a legend?
Returning starters isn’t the an-

swer for the Titans, who lost all
five from last season. But despite
lacking experience, T.C. Williams
showed flashes of ability during a
Nov. 21 scrimmage against St.
Andrew’s. Second-year head coach
Cavanaugh Hagen used multiple
lineup combinations and watched
as athletes like sophomore point
guard Sofie Schedler emerge as
potential playmakers.

HOW DOES one replace a leg-
end?

One player certainly won’t fill
the void left by Ruffin-Pratt. A
player of that caliber can’t be re-
placed. But the Titans are hoping
one team full of hardworking play-
ers will be enough to find success

as T.C. Williams ventures into life
without “T.”

“There was always a team with
Tierra, so now we’re just all try-
ing to step up and show everyone
else Tierra had four other people
on the court with her, too,” said
junior Rainie Summa, who played
sparingly on the varsity as a sopho-
more. It “is hard to prove some-
times, but we’re doing our best.”

While the Titans have a positive
approach, not everyone shares the
same outlook.

“Even people in our school are
like, ‘I don’t know if you guys can
do it,’” Schedler said.

It’s up to Hagen to find the right
combination of players. The coach
has preached hard work and time
in the gym to the Titans, and said
she might use as many as 14 dif-
ferent players during games. Re-
gardless of her approach, Hagen
knows the team will have to per-
form in order to make believers
out of some.

“Not everyone is going to be in
your corner until you keep win-
ning,” she said. “It’s a bandwagon
thing. If they’re going to jump on
it, we have to win against some
teams that people didn’t think we
could. As long as we know we can
win, then no one else is going to
get in our way.”

SO WHO are the potential
playmakers?

Summa (5-7) is the team’s top
perimeter shooter. She scored 13
points against St. Andrew’s on 6-
of-13 shooting and was one of two
Titans to knock down a 3-pointer.

“She’s a pure shooter,” Hagen
said. “So when she gets her feet
set and squared up to the basket,
it’s almost always going in.”

Schedler (5-6) has a chance to
start at point guard. She showed
off her defensive skills against St.
Andrew’s, coming away with sev-
eral steals.

Hagen said senior guard
Charnelle Huggins (5-9) makes
her teammates better while she’s
on the court, and called junior for-
ward Jasmine Norman (5-10) one
of the most athletic players in the
Patriot District.

“When [Norman] gets out and
runs,” Hagen said, “you can’t stop
her.”

Seniors Keely Porterfield (5-9),
Jenee Baily-Edmondson (5-9),
Diamond Copeland (5-8), Ashley
Crenshaw (5-6), Chelsae Hopson
(6-2), Tanera Jackson (5-3), jun-
iors Olivia Allen (5-3), Sade’ Bar-
ber (5-6), Demi Williams (5-11),
and freshman Christian Roberts
(5-10) will compete for playing
time.

Defensively, Hagen said the Ti-
tans will have an in-your-face ap-
proach. Offensively, the coach said
the team has the ability to outrun
opponents.

“More than run-and-gun, we are
out-to-the-races,” Hagen said.
“Once we have the ball, we run our
lanes. The guards fly. I just tell
them to go because you know the
ball is in good hands, as far as the
point guard. Our [power forward]
and [center] are running the court
faster than most of their players.”

T.C. Williams opens the season
on the road at 7:30 p.m. Friday
against Freedom. The Titans’ first
home game is 7:45 p.m. Tuesday
against Hayfield. Life without

Ruffin-Pratt will soon be put in
action.

“Everyone’s trying to find their
role and we’re all trying to step up
and play as a team because all the
teams are gunning for us right
now,” Summa said after the Titans’
first scrimmage. “They think we

have no T-Pratt, so there’s noth-
ing, and we’re all trying to prove
them wrong.”

Can the Titans do it?
We’re “going to be better to

watch because there will be tighter
games,” Summa joked, “but …
we’ll pull out [wins].”

T.C. Boys Face
Former Coach

The T.C. Williams boys basketball team opens its
season at 8 p.m. Saturday against Kecoughtan (Hamp-
ton) at home. Kecoughtan is coached by former Ti-
tans head coach Ivan Thomas, who led T.C. Williams
to the 2008 Group AAA state championship. The game
is preceded by a 6 p.m. matchup between Annandale
and Norview (Norfolk).

Cheerleading Exhibition
The Alexandria Department of Recreation, Parks and

Cultural Activities will host the Annual City-Wide
Cheerleading Exhibition on Saturday, Dec. 12 at T.C. Wil-
liams High School beginning at 11 a.m. The exhibition
features cheerleading teams from Charles Barrett,

Charles Houston, Cora Kelly, Mount Vernon, Nannie J. Lee,
Patrick Henry and William Ramsay Recreation Centers.
There will also be special performances by the T. C. Will-
iams High School cheerleaders and others.

The exhibition features teams in three divisions: the pee
wee, junior varsity and varsity divisions. Teams will dis-
play their skills and enthusiasm as they prepare for the
main event, the cheerleading competition, in April of 2010.
The April competition will be an invitational event with
teams from the Washington D.C., Virginia, and Maryland
areas competing against the Alexandria teams.

Tickets will be on sale in advance of the exhibition at the
neighborhood recreation centers as well as at the Lee Cen-
ter Recreation Services Division Office now through 5 p.m.,
Dec. 10. Adult tickets for ages 13 and older are $5; youth
tickets for 6-12 years are $2, and youth 5 and under are
free. Tickets will be sold at the door for $6 for adults and
$3 for children.

For more information on the cheerleading program
and other youth sports programs, call the Youth Sports
Office at 703-746-5402.

Winter Box
Lacrosse Registration

The Beltway Box Lacrosse League is registering now
for a boys high school and youth winter box lacrosse
program beginning Dec. 19. Games will be played in
Alexandria at the in-line hockey rink behind Francis C.
Hammond Middle School. Divisions are boys high school
varsity and JV and youth U-9/U-11, U-13, and U-15. A
seven-game season is planned. US Lacrosse member-
ship is required. Information is available at
www.BeltwayBoxLacrosse.com.

Sports Briefs

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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FORGET THE FAD DIETS.
FORGET THE GIMMICKS.
Get results with a Fitness Together personal trainer.
After putting on 20 pounds, the last thing I felt like doing was
exercising. But my trainer helped me start slow and train
steadily. Her faith in me kept me from getting discouraged.
Most important, she helped me make my own wellness a
priority. And once that happened, the pounds really started
coming off. Now that I’ve reached my ideal weight, she
wants to set some new goals. And I say, bring it on.

Call today and schedule a free Fitness Evaluation
and Personal Training Session.

Alexandria
300 N. Washington St.
Suite 106
877-345-FTFT
www.ftalexandria.com
ftalexandria@fitnesstogether.com

Get a

FREE
personal
training session
(an $85 Value)

Celebrating
5 Years in
Alexandria

Gift Certificates Available

From Page 25
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police, and fire/emergency ser-
vices budgets. The City Council
must be bold and create a Budget
Sustainability Task Force.

 Bill Hendrickson
Del Ray

Here Are More
Suggested Cuts
To the Editor

I agree with Councilman Rob
Krupicka that budget cuts must be
weighed carefully to avoid dam-
aging Alexandria’s infrastructure.
For better or worse, Alexandria’s
budget remains ripe for potential
savings, without having to con-
sider some of the drastic cuts other
jurisdictions are currently imple-
menting. Indeed, all of our sugges-
tions are rooted in common sense
and basic management tech-
niques. They will not damage our
City’s infrastructure or our already
underperforming educational sys-
tem. Here are some more cost sav-
ings suggestions:

❖ Eliminate the “Professional
Ethicist.” Budget-cutting decisions
are a role for our elected and ap-
pointed leadership. If our leaders
cannot face the difficult choices
associated with budget cuts, they
should be replaced. Hiring a “Pro-

fessional Ethicist” is simply a waste
of taxpayers’ dollars in a vain ef-
fort to avoid accountability. Termi-
nate any contracts/future pay-
ments to “Professional Ethicists.”

❖ Eliminate the “Office on
Women.” For those who haven’t
noticed, the year is 2009, not
1959. People of all genders can
take care of themselves, especially
in a community as progressive as
Alexandria. Indeed, the very exist-
ence of the office is both sexist and
patronizing. In practice, the office
provides little in the way of ser-
vices or education that is not re-
dundant with other City Services.

❖ Eliminate the Poet Laureate.
$1,000 is not a large sum of
money, but it illustrates the casual
disregard the city has for scarce
taxpayer dollars. What is more
important, promotion of “culture”
or letting Alexandrians keep more
of their hard-earned money in or-
der to pay their bills? Surely, if the
Council feels this relatively new
position is important, they can
voluntarily donate enough in pri-
vate contributions to keep the City
well supplied in “Poet Laureates.”

❖ Eliminate Tuition Assistance
for City Employees. There are nu-
merous scholarships available for
those qualified to earn them or,
like just about everyone else, they
can provide for their own educa-

tion.
❖ Eliminate City Training of

Employees for Standard Software
Programs. Make proficiency in
basic, well known programs like
Microsoft Word a hiring require-
ment. In this day and age, most
high school, if not elementary, stu-
dents are proficient in the basic
Microsoft office programs. If City
Workers are unable to use these
essential programs, it is rather
unlikely that they will be of much
service to the public.

❖ Eliminate City Funding for
“Adult Youths.” Alexandria taxpay-
ers should not foot the bill for
youth services provided to legal
adults. Stop using taxpayer dollars
to provide for foster or mentoring
services for people older than age
18.

❖ Charge to ride the King Street
Trolley. The Alexandria City Coun-
cil has apparently said there is
such a thing as a free ride. Free is
nice, but it doesn’t even begin to
reflect reality. If a rider isn’t going
to pay a small amount, perhaps a
quarter, for a ride down King
Street, he/she sure isn’t likely to
drop a bundle at a local business.

❖ Eliminate Vacant Positions.
The world hasn’t ended and the
City hasn’t ground to a halt be-
cause some “vacant” positions
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haven’t been filled. Permanently eliminate
positions that have been empty for more
than six months.

❖ Affordable/Public Housing. Follow the
example set by “The Berg” (Chatham
Square) by redeveloping all public housing
projects near the Braddock Road Metro sta-
tion and redistributing at least half of the
units throughout the City on an equitable
basis. Maximizing the return on the ex-
tremely valuable real estate closest to Metro
and Old Town will boost City real estate tax
revenue while reducing costs associated
with concentrated public housing. Such
actions would also conform to the City’s
long-standing Fair Share policy mandating
scattered site public housing.

❖ Audit the Community Services Board.
The policies, decision-making processes and
implementation procedures of the Commu-
nity Services Board should be audited with
the intention of helping the greatest num-
ber of people with limited resources. For
example, according to City documents 50
percent of the individuals receiving psycho-
logical testing services from the City could
likely receive the same services from their
private insurers.

❖ Pursue More Efficient Lighting. When
maintenance is required, replace traditional
lights with more efficient, longer lasting,
LED technologies. While the initial replace-
ment costs are greater, the City will more
than recoup these costs with lowered elec-
tric bills, less maintenance, safer and greater
reliability at its stoplights and other light-

ing requirements. A gradual replacement
program will save dollars long-term and
place the City well on its goal to be more
environmentally friendly.

❖ Pursue Less Expensive Greenery. When
maintenance is required, replace plants in
City-maintained medians and parks with
low height shrubs and other perennials that
will require a minimum of maintenance.
Not only will this reduce costs, but it will
be better for the environment.

❖ Reduce Heating/Cooling Costs. Like
many Alexandria families are doing, the City
should cut back on the thermostat. Turn the
temperature in City office buildings down
several degrees during the winter and up
during the summer to reduce costs.

❖❖ Eliminate Subsidies for Non-Needy
Residents. According to a City Document,
at least 11 “clients” of rent subsidies have
family members living in the units who
could assist with rent payments. Why
should taxpayers help pay rent support
when individuals receiving the rent subsi-
dies earn enough to do without them?

Finally, in the event our locally elected
leaders aren’t up to the task, it may be time
for hard working, over-taxed Alexandrians
to work with the State Legislature to amend
The City Charter to protect Alexandria and
its future generations from a lack of fiscal
responsibility.

Congratulations to the City for identify-
ing these budget cutting ideas and posting
them on the City’s web site.

Bud Miller
Alexandria Taxpayers United
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
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ASS’T OPERATION MANAGER
Established freight forwarding company in 
the Northern  VA. area seeks experienced in-
dividual to assist in the day to day operations 
to include routing, tracking and tracing of 
shipments. Prospective applicants must have 
2-3 years experience in the freight forwarding 
business as well as excellent communication 
skills. Experience with Cargowise or other 
shipment tracking programs is a plus. Salary 
based upon experience. Please e-mail resume 
to ctfs@ctfshows.com or fax resume to 703-
518-4729 no phone calls please. 

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

PEDIATRIC RN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric prac-
tice in Alexandria & Fairfax has immediate 
openings for PT positions. Ideal for nurses 
returning   to  the   workforce.   Competitive 
salary  with  benefits.  Orientation provided. 

Fax resume to 703/914-5494 or
call Sharon at 703/914-8989, ext. 107.

Immediate Openings! PT/FT.
Temp/perm. Cust. Sales/Service. Ideal
for students/others. Flex. schedules.

All ages 18+. Conditions Apply.

703-359-7600

HOLIDAY
HELP

$17.00 Base-Appt.

Program Manager 
Wanted by adult day care/social svc 
ctr. (Alexandria, VA) Masters in Pub-
lic Admin a must. Send resume to 
Otrada Adult Day House Care Center 
of Virginia, Inc, 3830 Seminary Rd, 
Alexandria, VA 22304.

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

EmploymentEmployment

I Never think 
of the future. 

It comes soon
enough.

-Albert Einstein

News

Moran Undergoes
Double Knee Surgery

U
.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8) had suc-
cessful total knee replacement sur-
gery on both knees Nov. 24 at the

Anderson Orthopedic Clinic located at Inova
Mount Vernon Hospital. The surgery was
conducted by Dr. C. Anderson Engh.

According to the Attending Physician’s
Office in the U.S. Capitol, Moran will be-
come only the second member to have both
knees replaced during the same surgery. The
first was Rep. Sonny Montgomery, a long-
time Democratic member from Mississippi
who served from 1967 to 1997.

Moran’s recovery period is expected to
last 6-8 weeks. He will be recovering at
home on bed rest during this time. Given
the recovery associated with a double knee
replacement, he is not expected to be able
make votes on the floor of the House of
Representatives during the month of De-
cember.

In lieu of flowers or gifts, the congress-
man has requested well-wishers make do-
nations to their local food pantry or home-
less shelter.

To Market, To Market

Brennan Boyle just made a
paper bat at Country Market
Fair on Saturday, Oct. 24 at
the Alexandria Country Day
School.

Cecily Boyle is enjoying the
arts and crafts. Susan Carney
is displaying her belt collec-
tion with guest Camille Massie
at the Country Market Fair.

Air Force Airman 1st Class Narang Choi
graduated from basic military training at Lackland
Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas. She is the
daughter of Okju Choi of Saint Genevieve Place,
Alexandria. Choi graduated in 2004 from Hayfield
Secondary School, Alexandria, and received a
bachelor’s degree in 2008 from the Virginia Mili-
tary Institute in Lexington.

Military Notes
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12/5 Noon-4PM
6301 Stevenson Ave.

Alexandria 22304
(Party Room)

2 Raffles – Please RSVP to
703-599-1050

Cash & Checks Only
www.annieadovecove.com

Pre holiday Sale
2800 Products • Gift Cards

29 Misc. for Sale 29 Misc. for Sale

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers3 RE for Rent

Alexandria - Belle 
View - Avail Jan.1st. 

1 BR apt. $1,150./ mo 
plus electric. Hdwd 
flrs, CAC, 2nd flr, 

Pets okay.  nr pool & 
shopping cntr Call 

Ross 301-270-3333

Alexandria south 4BR 2BA 
Close to everything! $1450  

703-619-9809/ 703-675-2219

Small Apt, Belvoir area, 
703-780-2752

12 Commercial Lease

RETAIL FOR RENT
Old Town Alexandria

on King St. 
Approx 800 sq ft. First floor.  

Excellent location, 
reasonable .

Call Mrs Lasker
703-765 7583

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

101 Computers

bob@rstarcomputerman.com
703-535-3254
ComputerMan

for Individuals &
Small Businesses

PERSONAL
COMPUTER
SERVICES

✓ Advice on Equipment
✓ Set Up and Configuration
✓ Installation
✓ Troubleshooting
✓ Tutorials and Instruction
✓ General Help

102 Instruction

Tutoring Available
Recent Honor Level
College Graduate

Math, Spanish, English 
All Levels, $30/hr

Call Hal at 
(703)864-6616

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

ROOFING ROOFING

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

LANDSCAPINGHAULINGHAULING

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

A CONSUMER GUIDE TO
HOME ENERGY AUDITS

WHEN: Saturday, December 5, 2009
WHERE: Charles Houston Recreation Center

902 Wythe St., Alexandria, VA 22314
Time: 12:30 PM – 2:30 PM

Reserve your seat for the workshop by sending an email to:
vsbn@vsbn.org

Contact VSBN at 703-486-2966 or
Erica Bannerman at 703-746-4067

if you have questions about the event.
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