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Area robotics teams won a number of trophies
at the recent state championship. The Lake
Anne Elementary School Sea Monsters are,

from left, first row, Samuel Kobayashi
(Reston) and Gizelle Walter (Herndon);
second row, Evan Luczko (Reston), Nico
Lagendyk (Vienna) and Andrew Barrett
(Vienna); and, third row, Patrick Keefer

(Herndon), Madeline Emmert (Reston) and
Ian Hulbert (Reston).

Area robotics teams won a number of trophies
at the recent state championship. The Lake
Anne Elementary School Sea Monsters are,

from left, first row, Samuel Kobayashi
(Reston) and Gizelle Walter (Herndon);
second row, Evan Luczko (Reston), Nico
Lagendyk (Vienna) and Andrew Barrett
(Vienna); and, third row, Patrick Keefer

(Herndon), Madeline Emmert (Reston) and
Ian Hulbert (Reston).
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Reston Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or mclean@connectionnewspapers.com

News

By this time next year, this will be the building that houses the Reston Association.
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RA Finds New Home
Location, price, cooperative
owner distinguished
Penzance building.

See RA Headquarters,  Page 7

R
eston Association President Robin Smyers
said location was one aspect of the build-
ing the association had selected for its
new headquarters with which she was

especially pleased. “It is truly a park-like setting,”
she said, noting that the building is in a “mature area”
befitting of Reston, with large trees and even picnic
tables.

In one of the three
Penzance buildings located at
the intersection of Sunrise
Valley Drive and Reston Park-
way, she said, the new head-
quarters will also be easy to
find, while first-time visitors
often have a hard time locat-
ing the current headquarters
on Isaac Newton Square. The
site is also easily accessible by
road or by footpath and has plenty of parking, Smyers
said.

“I’m most happy that staff will have space to house
the folks that make sure the association runs every
day,” she said.

When the association issued a referendum in the
spring to ask whether it should be authorized to buy
a headquarters, most members who attended meet-
ings on the subject agreed that space at the current
headquarters — about 20,000 square feet — was in-
adequate. Many, though, took issue with the esti-
mated space requirements of about 35,000 square
feet and price tag of up to $15 million. The referen-
dum failed to meet the required 30 percent quorum.
Of the approximately 28 percent of Reston Associa-
tion members who responded, a slight majority fa-
vored granting purchasing power, but a two-thirds

majority would have been required. The association
set about finding space to lease.

“We were very conscious of the concerns that were
brought to us by members,” said RA CEO Milton
Matthews.

WITH THE HELP of corporate real estate firm Cresa
Partners, the association settled on a space of about
29,000 square feet at an annual leasing rate of $27
per square foot, for a total of about $784,000 a year.
The first year will be rent-free.

Matthews said the RA pays about $19 per square
foot at the current headquarters, which would total
about $380,000. He pointed out that the headquar-

ters at Isaac Newton Square,
which has housed the associa-
tion for the last 35 years, is in a
“vintage building” built in 1968,
while the Penzance building,
constructed in the 1980s “will
have all the features you would
expect in a modern building.”
The RA will now have high-
speed, wireless Internet, where
the current headquarters is

served by T1 lines, he said, adding that the associa-
tion plans to have a studio in the new building.

The current headquarters also has climate control
problems and is not compliant with the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

Matthews said the new headquarters would have
enough public meeting space to hold 150 people,
and the space could be partitioned off into three
meeting rooms. The current headquarters can accom-
modate about 80 people in the board room, its only
public meeting space, and high-profile meetings tend
to spill into the reception area.

The association signed a 12-year lease on the new
headquarters, with an option to renew for another
10 years. “There’s a possibility we could be there for
22 years,” Matthews said, noting that the RA wanted

“We were very conscious
of the concerns that
were brought to us by
members.”

— Milton Matthews, RA CEO

Recalling ‘Pied
Piper’ of Reston
Friends, family, colleagues of Ann
Rodriguez gather in memory of
leader with many causes.

By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

S
upervisor Cathy Hudgins
(D-Hunter Mill) recalled at-
tending an event with Ann

Rodriguez and chatting about the
upcoming weekend. Rodriguez
had told her she had an exciting
date scheduled, one that would
involve a motorcycle ride.

“She wanted to know where she
could find a great pair of leather
pants,” Hudgins said. “She made
it clear that she wanted to have
fun and that was what she needed
to get there.”

It was Rodriguez’s leadership in
countless organizations of widely
varying missions that brought hun-
dreds of community members and
a number of high-profile guest
speakers to the memorial ceremony
put on to celebrate Rodriguez’s life.
But the stories told at Center Stage
in the Reston Community Center
at Hunters Woods last Wednesday,
Dec. 2 filled out the personality
behind the Reston resident’s many
accomplishments.

When she died of cancer on Oct.
28 at the age of 66, Rodriguez was
president and CEO of the Arts
Council of Fairfax County and a
commissioner for the Fairfax
County Economic Development
Authority. She also was on the
boards of Virginians for the Arts,
the Cultural Alliance of Greater
Washington and the Lorton Arts
Foundation.

PREVIOUSLY, Rodriguez had
served as vice chair of the Greater
Reston Arts Center (GRACE) board
of directors and as interim execu-
tive director of GRACE. Founder
and CEO of her own small busi-
ness, which she sold before taking
over the arts council, Rodriguez
had mentored other entrepre-
neurs, and she helped to found the
Greater Reston Chamber of Com-
merce in the 1980s, chaired the
chamber for a year and hosted its
local cable show, “Business Focus”
for 10 years. She was a trustee of
Reston Hospital, for which she cre-
ated and hosted the health educa-
tion show “Healthfocus,” and was
a former trustee of WETA. She also

was a 15-year volunteer with Par-
ents, Families and Friends of Les-
bians and Gays (PFLAG).

When Hudgins was thinking of
running for supervisor, she said,
she knew some residents were
pushing Rodriguez to run for the
position, so she met with her and
told her of her political plans.
Rodriguez responded by offering
to help with her campaign,
Hudgins recalled. “What I learned
was that Ann did not want or need
this job to feel accomplished.”

RODRIGUEZ’S SON Paco, who
has spent years traveling around
the world, remembered calling her
last year from a retreat where he
was staying in the Catskills and
asking her to visit. He said the
place was “full of potential but
entirely lacking a business plan,”
and he had wanted his mother’s
advice. “She didn’t ask the typical
parental questions like, ‘Is this
going to lead to gainful employ-
ment?’” he said, adding that she
had instead stayed and helped
with a business model.

“She liked to help others and had
a hard time saying no, and a lot of
people benefited from the time and
attention that she bestowed on
them,” said Tracey White, who
worked with Rodriguez at the
Reston Chamber and the Reston
Hospital Center. She said Rodriguez
had also mentored her in the ways
and principles of her community.
“She was a passionate defender of
Reston’s ideals and, through the
years of our explosive corporate
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Ann Rodriguez

See Life Dedicated,  Page 4
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YOGA!
FREE SAMPLE CLASSES

January 4th to 10th

We Offer Yoga Classes for:
• Adults • Seniors • Teens

• Kids • Prenatal
1041 Sterling Road, Suite 202

Herndon, VA 20170

Visit Our Website or Call for a Brochure

www.healthadvantageyoga.com

Call: 703-435-1571

Fax:   703-435-1572

Director,
Susan Van Nuys
in Side Angle Pose

Saturday Hours Available at Regular Rates
(703) 450-9600  •  www.DavesAir.com

201 Davis Drive, Suite GG
Sterling, VA 20164

“I have been a customer for over 25 years and I must say all your people
have been unfailingly polite and helpful.” – M.L., Sterling

“Your people were on time, worked hard all day, were very courteous, minimized interruptions
to my work and kept my home clean and undamaged throughout the whole project.

A great group of professionals and a very positive experience! Thank you.” – J.R., Reston

“My gratitude for solving a long standing problem with our heating and A/C.
It’s great to know there are still businesses out there run the right way,

which have the expertise and treat customers right.” – H.D., Reston

growth, always made sure that the cham-
ber represented the community and its roots
well,” White said.

Though she considered Rodriguez a men-
tor, she said, “There were many times that
she made me feel like an old fuddy-duddy
despite the fact that I was 20 years her jun-
ior.” She recalled asking about the past
weekend one Monday, to be told that
Rodriguez had gone to the opera on Friday
and then attended a rock festival the next

day, where she ended up in the mosh pit
because she thought it looked like fun.

“Ann had an aura about her that was spe-
cial. She was like the pied piper, creating a
following wherever she went,” White said.

Peter Fields, president of the Virginians
for the Arts Foundation, noted that his
board came from all over Virginia and only
met three times a year, making it hard to
get to know each other well. “Ann was one
of those people that you could know in-

stantly,” he said. “I knew I was going to be
delighted to serve with her.”

He said Rodriguez was driven to work
hard by her passion not only for the arts
but also for justice for everyone. While oth-
ers could talk about her service to Reston
and the county, he said, “I’m here to let you
know her service to the entire common-
wealth was very significant.”

Since Board of Supervisors Chairman
Sharon Bulova (D-At-large) was away on

business, Supervisor Penny Gross (D-Mason)
read a letter from Bulova expressing her
sense of loss for the county. “Ann was the
face of the arts in our county,” Gross read,
adding that Rodriguez had increased the arts
council’s ability to get grants and would leave
a lasting legacy in the form of a county arts
policy that she had helped to create.

JOHN MASON, chair of the arts council’s

Life Dedicated to Art, Community

See Remembering,  Page 10

“Ann was the absolute
sparkle in our family.”

— Judith Bauer, sister-in-law

News
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Too much home in your home office?

Introducing an affordable alternative to full-service executive offices!

BECO BUSINESS SUITES
• Single, private, key-locked office suites from 200 to 500 square feet
• Prime locations in MD & VA: Herndon, Columbia, Rockville & Lanham
• Short-term leases available
• Pre-wired telephone & Internet access
• 24-hour card access
• Most facilities have complimentary on-site fitness centers
• Full-service Conference Room
• We make the leasing process easy and pleasurable!

Call today for details!
800.967.BECO (2326)

barbara.anderson@beconet.com

ROCKVILLE • COLUMBIA • LANHAM • HERNDON

Rates starting at $400/month!

Store Hours:
M-SAT 10-5

1319 Chain Bridge Road
McLean, Virginia  22101

703.790.5649

Squire Chase

7

CravensNursery.com

Major credit cards accepted

SINCE 1973

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

New Truckload TALAVERA
Hand Painted Mexican Pottery

POINSETTIAS
GREEN HOUSE FRESH
6” Poinsettias

Buy One,
Get One

50% OFF
60,000 POTS35% TO 75%

OFF ALL Trees & Shrubs
Ask cashier for details

Buy 1 at Regular Price
Get 2 FREE

25% OFF
BONSAI, ORCHIDS,

CACTI, PERENNIALS

To have community events listed in the
Connection, send to reston@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

THURSDAY/DEC. 17
Dulles Regional Chamber of

Commerce new and
prospective members
lunch,11:45 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at the
Dulles Regional Chamber’s Chantilly
Office, 3901 Centerview Drive, Suite
R, Chantilly. Extensive networking on
site; attendees are asked to bring
business cards. Lunch will be
provided. Pre-registration required at
571-323-5300 or
dullesherndonregionalchamber.org.

Dulles Airport Manager’s Annual
Update. At the Westin Washington
Dulles Airport, 2520 Wasser Terrace,
Herndon. Reception 11:30 a.m.,
lunch 12 p.m. Airport Manager Chris
Browne’s annual review of how
Dulles Airport faired in 2009 and
what is coming in 2010. Committee
for Dulles Members in advance $45;
at the door $50. Non-members in
advance $55; at the door $60.
www.committeefordulles.org.

FRIDAY/DEC. 18
Pat Mullins at the Republican

Club of Greater Reston. 7:30
p.m. in the Reston  Community
Center’s Rose Gallery, Lake Anne,
Reston. Pat Mullins, chairman of the
Republican Party of Virginia, at the
RCGR Christmas party. The public is
welcome to this informal holiday
gathering; appetizer or dessert
contribution appreciated. Liquid
refreshment provided. 703-406-9740.

Bulletin

Board
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Opinion

N
on-smokers and families looking
to eliminate exposure to second-
hand smoke got an early and
unlikely Christmas present from

Gov. Tim Kaine and Virginia General Assem-
bly on Dec. 1, when substantial restrictions on
smoking in restaurants and bars went into ef-
fect.

Restaurants and bars in the Commonwealth
are required to go smoke free. But many es-
tablishments will still be able to offer a smok-
ing area.

If the business has the space and the fi-
nancial ability, it is allowed to construct a
separate smoking area, if it is completely
walled off and has its own ventilation sys-
tem.

This exception is unfortunate for several rea-
sons.

First it is unfair to the businesses that do not
have the space or wherewithal to add smok-
ing rooms.

Other jurisdictions, like the District or Mont-
gomery County, Md. have passed true smok-
ing bans, leaving a level playing field for busi-
nesses. And overall, in Montgomery County
and many other places, receipts at restaurants
increased after the smoking ban went into ef-
fect.

Second, such restrictions fail to protect work-
ers from the serious detrimental health effects
of second-hand smoke, one of the key objec-
tives of smoking restrictions. Especially in the
current job market, restaurant workers are

Clearing the Air
New rules on smoking are flawed and fail to protect many workers,
but still great step in right direction.

more likely to feel compelled to continue to
work in conditions that are hazardous to their
health. A full ban on smoking in restaurants
and bars would protect more workers.

Third, even with a separate ventilation sys-
tem, many smoking rooms will continue to
leach smoke into non-smoking areas every time
the door is opened and closed. Those who want
a truly smoke-free dining environment will still
have to do a little research.

But even with all its flaws, the successful
implementation of smoking restrictions in Vir-
ginia remains a bit of a miracle, and a bless-
ing.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

M
y studies in history and
political science at the
institution that is now

Old Dominion University were
eye-opening, exciting and fulfill-
ing, but my resulting bachelor of
arts degree did not provide me any
specific career training. That is
why I entered a master in educa-
tion program at the University of
Virginia where I was placed as an
intern teacher in Fairfax County
in 1967. My teaching of United States and Vir-
ginia history was at a pivotal time in the teach-
ing of history. The Civil Rights movement that
was having an impact on society generally was
also having an influence on the teaching of his-
tory.

In my classroom, I was given “Rise of the
American Nation” as the state-approved text-
book. As it turned out, I had two editions of
the same textbook. The edition of the 1950s
explained 1619 as being an important year for

State-Written History
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torical Society), that was just published, the
textbook sparked national outrage by claim-
ing that “the slave enjoyed what we might call
comprehensive social security.” I turned to
source materials that I collected on my own
rather than use the provided textbooks.

To learn more about the political
establishment’s attempt to control the writ-
ing and studying of history in Virginia, go to
the current issue of the “Virginia Magazine
of History and Biography” and read the ar-
ticle, “Who Controls the Past Controls the
Future: The Virginia History Textbook Con-
troversy.” You may be shocked to learn the
extent of the effort to control the telling of
the state’s history. Fortunately, the Textbook
Commission no longer exists having been
abandoned in the 1970s. I was pleased to take
part in the writing of a Virginia history text-
book in Fairfax County that was later adopted
statewide. It was neither directed nor ap-
proved by the Textbook Commission. It re-
flected an honest attempt to tell the true story
of Virginia with its glories and its warts. The
government should never write the history
books our students use.

Commentary

the Virginia colony because a rep-
resentative assembly met for the
first time, women came to the
colony and Negro slaves were
brought to the colony. The mid-
1960s edition of the same text-
book explained the importance of
1619 as the representative assem-
bly meeting, women coming to the
colony and Africans who came as
indentured servants were later en-
slaved. I had students read both
accounts because it provided an
important lesson in the writing of
history.

Teaching social studies and history in Vir-
ginia was challenging because the textbooks
provided were published under the direction
of the Virginia History and Textbook Commis-
sion, a political body established to maintain
the values and beliefs of the segregated Old
South. The 11th grade Virginia history and gov-
ernment textbook, “Cavalier Commonwealth,”
was shocking in its distortions of history. Ac-
cording to the “Virginia Magazine of History
and Biography” (Vol. 117, No. 4, Virginia His-

Faith Notes are for announcements and
events in the faith community, including
special holiday services. Send to reston
@connectionnewspapers.co.m Deadline is
Thursday.

The United Christian Parish,
11508 North Shore Drive in Reston, will
hold four Christmas Eve services on
Thursday, Dec. 24. The United Christian
Parish is an ecumenical church combin-
ing the United Methodist Church,
Presbyterian Church (USA), United
Church of Christ and Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ. Contact 703-620-
3065 or www.unitedchristianparish.org.

❖ 4:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. For fami-
lies with young children.

❖ 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. Including
scripture lessons and special music.

A Birthday Party for Jesus at
Reston Presbyterian Church, 10610
Sunset Hills Road, Reston, on Saturday,
Dec. 19, 1–2:30 p.m.  for parents and
children. Play games and eat birthday
cake. New shoes for needy children
overseas through Buckner International
and canned goods for the Salvation
Army Food Bank will be collected. 703-
759-5515, rpckids@ilovejesus.net or
www.rpcconnected.org.

Dranesville Church of the
Brethren, 11500 Leesburg Pike,
Herndon, will hold several Advent and

Christmas events. Contact 703-430-
7872 or www.dranesvillebrethren.org.

❖ A Chance to Serve: Grate Pa-
trol. 2:30 p.m. Dec. 19. Collecting
Christmas cookies to be distributed
along with bag meals, soup and clothing
to the homeless in D.C. Volunteers will
also be needed to help bag cookies and
prepare meals.

❖ LINK Toy Collection. 7:30 a.m.-
5 p.m. Dec. 19. Volunteers are needed
to help distribute toys to families. Un-
wrapped toys, batteries included, will be
collected through Advent, and trans-
ported to Herndon United Methodist
Church 4 p.m. Dec. 18 for distribution.

❖ Christmas Worship Service.
11 a.m. Dec. 20. Theatrical reading and

music to focus hearts and minds on the
coming of the Christ Child.

❖ Peace Service: Remembering
the Battle of Dranesville. 7 p.m.
Dec. 20. Worship and remembrance to
recall the historic battle, remember
those who lost their lives, and pray for
peace.

❖ Christmas Eve Worship. 7:30
p.m. Dec. 24. Traditional Christmas
music, worship and communion to cel-
ebrate the birth of Jesus.

Community of Faith United
Methodist Church, 13224

Franklin Farm Road, Herndon, will
have several holiday services. Contact
www.cof-umc.org or 703-620-1977.

Faith Notes
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Celebrate Christmas
In The Merriest Way

1480 North Point Village Center Drive • Reston, VA
(703) 733-3860
honeybakedham.com

RESTON’S PREMIERE
SPECIALTY STORE

RESTON’S PREMIERE
SPECIALTY STORE

RESTON’S PREMIERE
SPECIALTY STORE

Offer expires 12/31/09. Must present coupon at time of
purchase to receive offer. May not be combined with any

other offer. One coupon per person per visit at participating
retail store locations. While supplies last.

Any Size Bone-In Half Ham

$7 OFF
Offer expires 12/31/09. Must present coupon at time of

purchase to receive offer. May not be combined with any
other offer. One coupon per person per visit at participating

retail store locations. While supplies last.

$1999

Turkey Breast
with the purchase of a Ham

®

Reston
Association
Members are
invited to attend
an Election
Information
Session on
Wednesday, Jan.

13, 2010, 7 p.m. at Reston Association, 1930
Isaac Newton Square.

Reston Association is seeking candidates
to fill three open positions on the Board of
Directors this spring. These positions are one
at-large director, the North Point District
director and the Lake Anne/Tall Oaks
director.

Board members determine the Associa-
tion’s goals and policies, making a significant
and lasting contribution to the community.
For additional information log on to Reston
Association’s Web site, www.reston.org or
call 703-435-6512.

RESTON ASSOCIATION ELECTION
INFORMATION SESSION

& CALL FOR CANDIDATES

From Page 3

RA Looks Forward
To New Headquarters

to be sure it could accommodate
a growing membership and in-
creased services during that time,
given the high number of jobs that
are predicted to move to the area.
“You don’t move into a new build-
ing trying to accom-
modate existing
needs,” he said.

Matthews estimated
that the association
and Cresa Partners
considered at least 40
buildings during the
hunt, which lasted
about seven months.
“We were specifically looking for
space we could lease on a long-
term basis,” he said. The head-
quarters also had to be within the
borders of the Reston Association
or the Reston Center for Industry
and Government (RCIG). In addi-
tion to the new building’s desirable
location, he said Penzance made
almost $3 million worth of reno-
vations to the building, offered a
bargain and showed a willingness

to work with the RA. “It’s great to
feel wanted and they made us feel
wanted from the very beginning,”
he said, adding, “We feel very com-
fortable with the dollars.”

THE HEADQUARTERS will oc-
cupy all of the
building’s first floor
and part of the second.
Matthews said he did
not know yet who else
would be renting space
in the newly renovated
building.

He said Cresa Part-
ners, being a full-ser-

vice real estate firm, was still as-
sisting the RA, having helped to
put construction work to bid and
find an architect and an audiovi-
sual consultant, and the firm
might even help with the move.

Smyers said the association
hoped to move into the new build-
ing in August, and much prepara-
tory work had to be done in the
meantime.

— Mike DiCicco

News

“It is truly a
park-like
setting.”
— Robin Smyers,

RA president

School Notes

Lake Anne Elementary has estab-
lished a Bayscapers Club for students in
grades 2-6 who want to learn about the
Lake Anne environment, do some gar-
dening, create outdoor and indoor
artistic projects about the environment,
publish a newspaper, and build a shed.
Bayscapers members will also add to the
school’s compost pile, build a frame for
a garden sign, and transplant plants.

Khrystyna Chekhlata of Reston,
Pratt photography freshman, was honored
with a Young Photographers Alliance
Award and $2,000 at an award ceremony
and benefit auction in New York City.

Reston residents Vanessa Oakes,
Katie Cleveland and Larry Stern
have gained membership to the March-
ing Virginians at Virginia Tech. To
qualify for the marching band students
must audition one week before the be-
ginning of classes each fall. Commonly
known as The Spirit of Tech, Virginia
Tech’s marching band is celebrating
their 35 anniversary this year. Under the
direction of David McKee and Tony
Marinello, the band will present music
by Rodgers and Hammerstein, Chicago,
the Four Seasons, and other artists dur-
ing the 2009 season.

Sareenah Sayall of Reston has re-
ceived a master of business
administration in business administra-
tion and management from Boston
University of Boston, Mass.

Emilia Saunders of Reston has
been accepted as a student at The Culi-
nary Institute of America (CIA).

Tiara Hairston of Reston, a sopho-
more majoring in communication,
theatre arts in the College of Liberal Arts
and Human Sciences, was chosen to be
a resident advisor at Virginia Tech.

Army Pvt. Nicholas Turse has gradu-
ated from the Infantryman One Station
Unit Training at Fort Benning, Columbus,
Ga.  The training consists of Basic Infan-
try Training and Advanced Individual
Training. Turse is the son of Gary Turse
of Berwick, Pa., and Patricia Samper of
Tamarack Way, Herndon. He is a 2008
graduate of Berwick High School.

John B. Thibault graduated from
the Army ROTC (Reserve Officer Train-
ing Corps) Leader Development and
Assessment Course, also known as “Op-
eration Warrior Forge,” at Fort Lewis,
Tacoma, Wash. Thibault is a student at
the Ohio State University in Columbus,
Ohio. He is the son of Michael J.
Thibault of Lakeport Way, Reston, and
Mary B. Thibault of Arusley Court,
Herndon. Thibault is a 2006 graduate of
Oakton High School, Vienna.

Alyssa Homyk of Oak Hill has
gained membership to the Marching
Virginians at Virginia Tech. To qualify
for the marching band students must
audition one week before the beginning
of classes each fall. Commonly known as
The Spirit of Tech, Virginia Tech’s
marching band is celebrating their 35
anniversary this year.

Humphrey E. Matthew graduated
from the Army ROTC (Reserve Officer
Training Corps) Leader Development
and Assessment Course at Tacoma,
Wash. Matthew is a student at Indiana
University, Bloomington, and the son of
Frank M. Humphrey and Alexis L.
Mazzocco of Otsego Drive, Oak Hill.

Jane E. Carey graduated from the
Army ROTC (Reserve Officer Training
Corps) Leader Development and Assess-
ment Course at Fort Lewis, Tacoma,
Wash. Carey is a student at the Univer-
sity of Richmond. She is the daughter of
William D. Carey Jr. of Cobblestone
Lane, Reston, and a 2006 graduate of
South Lakes High School.
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703-450-5453
21800 Towncenter Plaza, Sterling, VA 20164

Tue, Wed, Fri: 9 AM-6 PM
Mon & Thur: 9 AM-7 PM

Sat: 9 AM-5 PM

703-771-4688
Battlefield Shopping Center, Leesburg, VA 20176

Mon-Fri: 10 AM-6 PM

Sat: 9 AM-5 PM

STERLING APPLIANCE, INC.

www.sterlingappliance.com

Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

30% OFFwith this adexp.1/15/10new
customersonly

TechNetGeeks.com The WFCM Thrift Store Has Doubled Its Size!

• Furniture
• Clothing for All Ages
• Jewelry
• Accessories
• Seasonal Items
• Linens
• Small Appliances
• Books
• Movies
• Kitchenware
• Sporting Goods
• Baby Items
• Collectibles...and more!

13989 Metrotech Drive
Chantilly, VA 20151

www.wfcmva.org • 703-988-9656, x 109

We now have more:

Send announcements to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

THURSDAY/DEC. 17
Roosevelt, Truman and the

Founding of Israel. 8 p.m. at the
Northern Virginia Hebrew
Congregation, 1441 Wiehle Ave.,
Reston. Speakers will be Allis and
Ronald Radosh, co-authors of A Safe
Haven: Harry Truman and the
Founding of Israel. Free and open to
the public. 703-437-7733 or
www.nvhcreston.org.

Elden Street Players in It’s A
Wonderful Life. 7:30 p.m. At
Industrial Strength Theatre, 269 Sunset
Park Drive, Herndon. $10, $7 age 10
and under. www.eldenstreetplayers.org
or 703-481-5930.

Holiday and Christmas Party. 7
p.m.-2 a.m. at Jimmy’s Old Town
Tavern, 697 Spring St., Old Town
Herndon. Casino games, photos with
Santa, dancing, prizes and more.
Proceeds benefit Operation
Homefront. 703-435-JIMS or
www.jimmystavern.com. Visit
operationhomefront.net.

Giant Menorah Lighting on the
Plaza. 6 p.m. Lake Anne Village
Center, 1609 Washington Plaza,
Reston. A giant Menorah lit by Robert
E. Simon, Jr., Reston’s founder.
Family entertainment, prize drawings,
Chanukah donuts, latkes and
chocolate gelt, free dreidels and
balloons. Free, reserve at
www.chabadrh.org

FRIDAY/DEC. 18
Natalie MacMaster: Christmas

in Cape Breton. 8 p.m. at
George Mason University’s Center
for the Arts Concert Hall, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Celtic
melodies and classic Christmas
carols. Tickets are $23-$46. Youth
through grade 12, half price when
accompanied by an adult. Charge
by phone at 888-945-2468 or
www.gmu.edu/cfa.

Elden Street Players in It’s A
Wonderful Life. 7:30 p.m. At
Industrial Strength Theatre, 269
Sunset Park Drive, Herndon. $10, $7
age 10 and under.
www.eldenstreetplayers.org, or 703-
481-5930.

Sidewalk Book Sale and Signing, 5–
8 p.m. Outside Jimmy’s Old Town
Tavern, at Elden and Spring Streets in
Herndon. Civil War authors Chuck
Mauro, Don Hakenson and Eric
Buckland will sign and sell their
books and movies on the Civil War
and Herndon history. Partial proceeds
to The Friends of Laura Ratcliffe. 703-
435-JIMS.

SATURDAY/DEC. 19

Colvin Run Christmas Ball. 9 p.m. at
Colvin Run Schoolhouse, 10201
Colvin Run Rd., Great Falls. Live
music by The Helmut Licht band. $15
dance, $5 lesson. 703-795-2003 or
www.colvinrun.org.

A Rockapella Holiday. 2 p.m. and 8
p.m. George Mason University
Concert Hall, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. $21-$42. Youth through
grade 12 half price. Pre-Performance
Discussion held 45 minutes prior to
the performance. 703-993-8794.

Elden Street Players in It’s A
Wonderful Life. 2:30 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. At Industrial Strength Theatre,
269 Sunset Park Drive, Herndon. $10,

$7 age 10 and under.
www.eldenstreetplayers.org or
703-481-5930.

A Holiday Celebration at Reston
Museum: The 45th
Anniversary of Reston
Pioneers Arrival & Lake Anne
Lights Walk. 4:30 p.m. at 1639
Washington Plaza, Reston. Meet
some of Reston’s original residents,
hear and share stories of moving to
Reston, and how it was back in the
day. Watch a short video featuring
first resident Julia Rogers.
Refreshments and hot drinks
provided. Starting around 5:30,
walk around Lake Anne to view
holiday lights, then return to the
museum for carols. Dress warmly
and bring flashlights for the walk.
www.restonmuseum.org or 703-
709-7700.

The League of Reston Artists
Bluejeans and Bowties
Holiday Party. 6-9 p.m. at
Camden Dulles Station, 2330
Dulles Station Blvd., Herndon.
Guests are encouraged to enter the
“Edible Art” contest. Over 300
pieces of art on display in addition
to artists selling small gift items.
Canned food donations for Reston
Interfaith will be collected. 202-
607-6223 or
www.leagueofrestonartists.org.

SUNDAY/DEC. 20
Elden Street Players in It’s A

Wonderful Life. 2:30 p.m. At
Industrial Strength Theatre, 269
Sunset Park Drive, Herndon. $10,
$7 age 10 and under.
www.eldenstreetplayers.org or
703-481-5930.

Musical Winter Solstice
Celebration. 3:30 p.m. at
2854 Hunter Mill Road, Oakton.

Bob Brown Puppets, the South
Lakes High School Choir, native
flutes, drumming and bag pipes,
followed by a solstice celebration
beneath the moon around a
bonfire, weather permitting.
EcoStewardsAlliance.Org or
MaureenESA@Gmail.com.

MONDAY/DEC. 21
Book Club. 7:30 p.m. at Reston’s Used

Book Shop, Lake Anne Village
Center, 1609 Washington Plaza,
Reston. www.lakeanneplaza.com

TUESDAY/DEC. 22
Live from Gran Teatre Del Liceu,

Barcelona: Verdi’s Il Trovatore.
Transmitted live at 12 p.m., with a
delayed broadcast at 7:30 p.m. At the
Worldgate 9 Theatres, 13025
Worldgate Drive, Herndon.
Conducted by Marco Armiliato,
directed by Gilbert Deflo, starring
Fiorenza Cedolins and Marco Berti.
$25. 703-318-9290 or
www.operaincinema.com.

Rocknoceros Tunes for Tots. 7 p.m.
at Sunset Hills Montessori School,
11180 Ridge Heights Road, Reston.
Holiday classics, songs from Pink!
and more. $7 per person. Light
refreshments.
www.sunsethillsmontessori.com

Colvin Run Community Center
Weekly Dance. 7 p.m. at Colvin
Run Schoolhouse, 10201 Colvin Run
Road, Great Falls. $10.
www.colvinrun.org.

Holiday Preschool Storytime. 11
a.m. Herndon Fortnightly Library,
768 Center St., Herndon. Age 2-5
with adult. 703-437-8855.

ESL Adult Group Conversation. 11
a.m. Reston Regional Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. 703-
689-2700.

Calendar
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

b

b
b7:45 a.m Holy Eucharist Rite I, No Music

9:00 a.m. Family Service, Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II

5:00 p.m. Come as You Are Contemporary
Service with Communion

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

 The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH- Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

8:00 and 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:30 am

Min & Jimmy O’Burns
The Power of Two-Let it work for You

Reston $724,900
1407 Belcastle Court

Contemporary patio home nestled in the trees for maximum privacy. Soaring
ceilings, walls of windows, hardwoods, main level master retreat, 2BRs, library
& loft upstairs, two-story overlooks, deck and screened-in dining porch. Highly
customized throughout, this two-car garage home is perfect for entertaining
and ideal for the travel-minded.  Ext. maintenance included in this private
enclave just steps to cluster dock, lake and North Village Shopping Center.
MLS# FX7151055 Call Min & Jimmy 703-437-6110

Reston $614,900
11509 Hemingway Drive

Top-quality design in this brick townhome w/2-car garage. High ceilings, gleam-
ing hardwoods, curved walls and light-fllled rooms make this home live like a sin-
gle family. Large formal living & dining rooms, main level family room, lower level
rec room, wet bar and walk-out to patio tucked into a wooded setting. Four bed-
rooms, 3.5 baths, 2 fireplaces and 2 decks, custom built-ins galore & wooded in the
front and back create the perfect private setting just steps to the cluster dock, lake
& located conveniently to North Village Shopping Center.
MLS#FX7152172 Call Min & Jimmy 703-437-6110

Vienna $1,975,000
10281 Johns Hollow Road

Over 12,000 square feet of luxury! Quality-bullt, custom brick, dual curved
staircases, marble, Austrian crystal, hand-hewn woods, plaster moldings,
walls of windows, soaring ceilings on over 2 lush wooded acres in a cul-de-sac
only begin to describe this stately custom home! Six BRs, 6 full and 3 half
baths, 3 beautifully-finished levels, 4 fireplaces, 3-car garage, huge open
spaces, a dance floor and an elevator add to the entertainment opportunities
of this magnificent home located in sought-after Victoria Farms.
MLS#FX7105406 Call Min & Jimmy 703-437-6110

Call Min or Jimmy O’Burns, Your Neighborhood Specialists, at 703-437-6110 for more
information or a personal tour of any of these fabulous homes. 

Min & Jimmy wish you a Happy Holiday Season and a Joyous and Healthy New Year!
www.VirginiaHomeForYou.com

board of directors, said the agency “could
not have been more fortunate than to have
Ann as our ambassador,” with her smile and
positive outlook. He said she deserved much
of the credit for “repositioning” the arts as
a major priority in the county.

He noted that Rodriguez had appreciated
upbeat performing groups and always re-
quested a mariachi band at the annual In-
ternational Children’s Festival, which is pro-
duced by the arts council. For this reason, See Rodriguez,  Page 11

From Page 4

Remembering ‘Quiet, Elegant and Tenacious’ Friend
Mariachi los Amigos was invited to perform
at the memorial ceremony, along with the
Dixieland Band unit of the Fairfax Sym-
phony Orchestra, which kicked off the
event.

Gerry Gordon, president and CEO of the
Fairfax County Economic Development Au-
thority, whose mission is to attract and re-
tain businesses in the county, said
Rodriguez’s greatest contribution to the or-
ganization, aside from providing a voice of
calm and reason during heated debates, was

“to constantly remind us that part of what
we sell … is our quality of life” and that
much of that quality stemmed from the arts.

“Ann was what I would call quiet, elegant
and tenacious,” said Bill Bouie, chair of the
Fairfax County Park Authority and vice chair
of Reston Community Center. When he was
appointed to head the Park Authority, he
said, Rodriguez asked him out to coffee, and
they talked about the importance of art. He
became the liaison between the parks and
the arts council. Later, just after a parks

bond had passed, Rodriguez invited him out
to visit her at the arts council’s headquar-
ters in the Packard Center in Annandale.
Once he had arrived at the building that he
would later dub a “hellhole,” she didn’t have
to say anything. Renovations for the build-
ing are planned for the near future. “Quiet
and tenacious,” Bouie said.

Holli Ploog, chair of the Greater Reston
Arts Center, said Rodriguez had served on
the group’s board during a period of

News
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HIGHEST
QUALITY!
LOWEST
PRICE!

46950 Community Plaza, # 11, under Clock Tower; Sterling, VA 20164
 703-433-0909 or 703-623-6482 • Mon.–Sat.: 10 AM to 7 PM • Sun.: 11 AM to 6 PM

PRIME TIME RUGS

Don’tMiss!Imported Rugs 5’x8’ from $89
8’x10’ from $189
5’x5’ Round from $69
Runners & Other Sizes Available

HIGHEST

QUALITY!

LOWEST

PRICE!

END-OF-YEAR SALE!END-OF-YEAR SALE!

Leather
AccessoriesPaul’s

703-759-3735
www.PaulsLeather.com

9903 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA

“growth and strategic visioning” and had
taken over as interim director at a time that
required her to oversee the organization’s
transition to a new location. “She was a
mentor to me and she provided an unbe-
lievable amount of wisdom during very tur-
bulent times in our organization,” Ploog
said. She announced that the annual GRACE
arts scholarship for local high school seniors
would henceforth be called the Ann B.
Rodriguez Scholarship award.

From Page 10

News

Rodriguez Remembered As ‘Inspiration’
SPEAKING on behalf of Rodriguez’s fam-
ily, her sister-in-law Judith Bauer said, “Ann
was the absolute sparkle in our family.” She
said Rodriguez was the subject of the most
outrageous growing-up stories, knew all
the songs and kept the family up-to-date
on the exploits of celebrities large and
small. “She had a real talent for friend-
ship,” Bauer said. “When I think of the
many circles she was part of, I marvel at
her ability to hold so many people in her
heart.”

She said Rodriguez had been dauntlessly
faithful to the Reston community and re-
counted how, during her final weeks, the
two had talked about what more could be
done for the area, with Rodriguez propos-
ing various fund-raisers, including a regatta.

At a public art symposium in
Charlottesville in April of 2007, Rodriguez
had “very serendipitously” found a lunch-
time audience with longtime Reston devel-
oper and advocate Joe Ritchey, GRACE
President and CEO John Alciati and Reston

Town Center Association Executive Direc-
tor Barbara Rovin, Ritchey recalled. That
conversation, he said, “was the moment of
inspiration to create the public art master
plan for Reston.”

Ritchey said IPAR was now working to
create a memorial sculpture garden for
Reston. “Once again, Ann has provided the
inspiration to create something beautiful
and timeless,” he said, adding that
Rodriguez was to be the first recipient of a
sculpture in the garden.
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nastics knowledge and to work with the
NVGA program’s competitive gymnasts.

At the 1996 Olympics, Strug competed
with six other American gymnasts, includ-
ing Shannon Miller and Dominique
Moceanu, under the direction of head
coaches Marta and Bela Karolyi. The team,
often called the Magnificent Seven,
struggled against the Russian team to win
the all-around gold medal. On the last day
of team competition, Strug needed a high
score on vault in order for the American
team to win. On her first attempt, she se-
verely injured her ankle, causing many spec-
tators to fear she could not complete a sec-
ond attempt. Despite the injury, Strug went
on to complete her second attempt, scor-
ing a 9.7 and winning the gold medal for
the Americans. She is famous for her per-
severance, resilience and sportsmanship at
those 1996 Games and continues to be a
positive role model for young gymnasts.

Registration is now open for the Spring
2010 season of Herndon-Reston Youth
Lacrosse. Registration is open through
February to youth in the Herndon and
Reston areas for girls and boys, ages 6 to
15. No experience is needed. Separate
teams are available for boys and girls in age
divisions U-15, U-13, U-11 and U-9, with
various levels of play based on experience
and skill level. The teams compete in the
Northern Virginia Youth Lacrosse League
(www.nvyll.org) against opponents from
throughout Northern Virginia. Equipment
rental and financial assistance is available.
The season begins in March and runs
through the second week of June. For more
information on the league and to register,
visit www.HRYL.org.

The Sterling Lions Club hosted the
31st Annual Terry McGowan Invitational
Wrestling Tournament on Saturday, Dec. 12
at Park View High School. Participating
teams were expected to be the host Patri-
ots along with West Potomac (Alexandria),
Charlottesville High (Charlottesville),
Rappahannock High (Washington, Va.) and

local Briar Woods High. Individual medals
were to be awarded to first through fourth
place finishers. There was to be a Sports-
manship Award given to the wrestler ex-
hibiting the qualities of fair play, enthusi-
asm and discipline in the tournament.

Sterling Lion member Dwight Brooks has
chaired the event for the past 16 years and
has worked on the event for 29 years, since
becoming a member of the Sterling Lions
Club in 1980. Brooks took over the chair-
manship of the event after the original
chairman and namesake, Terry McGowan,
moved from the area to retire in Victoria,
Texas in 1993.

The event allows ranked teams and their
wrestlers to compete against other top con-
tenders from schools that they may not com-
pete against during the regular season
schedule.

Sterling Lions President Dale Pontiff said
the Sterling Lions depend on the support of
the local community. “The event is no longer
a fundraiser, but a youth outreach service
project,” Pontiff said. For more information
on the Lions Club of Sterling, see the group’s
Web page [SterlingLions.googlepages.com]
or call Mike Ryan, at 703-723-0077.

Fit Kids is hosting basketball classes
for youngsters ages 3 to 5 at the Douglass
Community Center beginning Jan. 14 for
three weeks. Classes will introduce children
to the basics of dribbling, shooting, passing
and more. Sign up at  webtrac.loudoun.gov
or call 703-771-5913. Class registration
numbers are 204123-01 for age 3 and
204123-02 for ages 4 and 5.

Get those future NHL-ers off to a
good start. Floor Hockey is a super sport
for young players with tons of energy. This
class for ages 3 to under-7 is aimed at de-
veloping physical skills and hand-eye coor-
dination. It will focus on the fundamentals
of hockey, teamwork and sportsmanship.
Classes take place at the Claude Moore Rec-
reation Center on Tuesdays Jan. 5-26 from
12-12:40 p.m., with another class at 4:45-
5:25 p.m. Class registration numbers are

The Northern Virginia Blaze U-18 girls’ travel softball team, made up of
players from all around Northern Virginia, captured the championship
at the Winchester Fall Shakedown Tournament last month. The team was
6-0 for the weekend. Back row, from left, are assistant Eric Cohen, assis-
tant JJ Foster, Kayla Lherisse, Debbie Ward, Rachel Leonard, Emmaline
Lofaro, Karysa McPherson, Hanna Joseck, Laura Jennings, Karen
Johnson and head coach Eric Snyder; and front row, Nina Rodriguez
(Reston), Natalie Eichner, Courtney Conklin and Ali Cohen.

Sports

R
eston Little League recently
implemented a Board of Direc
tors. The members of the youth
organization met on Oct. 25 and

voted to form a Board of Directors com-
posed of 18 positions to govern and guide
the activities of the league. At a meeting on
Nov. 12, the board met to determine and
vote on the duties for which board mem-
bers would be responsible. Also at the meet-
ing, Outgoing President Jeff Thomas and
Vice President Alan Altschuler were recog-
nized for their contributions to Reston Little
League. During their four years of leader-
ship, both provided outstanding service to
the community through their stewardship
of the league.

During the 2009 season, Reston Little
League opened a new concession stand with
permanent restrooms and a new training
center. The season ended in July with the
league successfully hosting the Virginia
State Baseball Tournament for 10/11-year-
olds at Fred Crabtree Park.

The new board will continue Reston Little
League’s focus on the development of base-
ball skills, sportsmanship and developing a
love for the game of baseball through a fun,
family-oriented organization.

The new Board of Reston Little League
is: Craig Sablosky (president); Frank Lynch
(vice president); Bob Waggoner (treasurer);
Paul Allen (secretary); Mike Curcio (League
information officer); Kent Overholt (player
agent); Brian Schweppe (director of safety
and training); David Pollock (chief umpire);
David Grossman (quartermaster); Tom
Fahey (Majors commissioner); Jeff Gallo-
way (Triple-A commissioner); Will Hilder
(Double-A commissioner); Kevin Smith
(Single-A commissioner); Mike Louko (T-
Ball commissioner); Scott McIntosh (Chal-
lenger commissioner); Tom Dubler (fields
commissioner); Greg Arakelian (scheduler);
and Mike Nielsen (member at large). Par-
ticipating on the Board in non-voting posi-
tions are: Jeff Thomas (capital improve-
ments); Tammy Heinemann (fund raising);
and Ray Boatwright (registrar). Reston
Little League was established in 1972 and
is a member of Virginia’s District 4. The
League’s boundary includes the greater
Reston and Herndon community with more
than 600 players participating every spring.
Reston Little League offers a fun and com-
petitive baseball experience for players ages
5 to 12.

Former Olympian gymnast Kerri
Strug, who captured the heart of the U.S.
at the 1996 Summer Olympics (Atlanta)
with a one-legged landing on vault that
solidified the USA team’s winning of the
gold, was in Sterling last month. Strug
stopped by NVGA Gymnastics, which she
has been visiting regularly, to share her gym-

273140-01 and 273140-02. Register online
at webtrac.loudoun.gov or call 571-258-
3600.

Fire and Ice Girls Fast Pitch Teams,
ages 10U, 12U, 14U, 16U, and 18U have
limited openings for experienced players on
their spring travel teams. For more infor-
mation, call Mother Ice at 703-980-9951.

Lower Loudoun Little League has
opened registration for the Spring 2010
season for players ages 5 to 18 (age as of
April 30, 2010) living in the Sterling/Cas-
cades/Potomac Falls area. Early Bird regis-
tration ends Dec. 31. Visit the league Web
site at llbaseball.com for more information
or to register online.

Matt McLean of Sterling, a junior at the
University of Virginia and a member of the
Cavaliers’ swim team, recently received a
pair of swimming honors. He earned ACC
Performer of the Week accolades (Nov. 10)
and was also named the NCAA Division I
Men’s Swimmer of the Week by
CollegeSwimming.com. In UVA’s 165-125
team victory over Kentucky, McLean won
both the 200 and 500 freestyle events. He
clocked a mark of 1:38.08 in the 200, which
qualified him for the national “B” cut. He
also won the 500 in 4:26.48, the fastest time
in the ACC this season, for another qualify-
ing “B” cut.

The Sterling Golf, Swim and Tennis
Club had its fifth annual Mega Scramble.
The weather, unfortunately, did not coop-
erate. Top prize was a four-day, three-night
travel package to each member of the win-
ning team. First place went to Don
Christenson, Ken Albanese and Todd
Murphy. The second-place team, made up
of Doug Mallory, Sean Mallory and Thomas
Breedan, received a three-day, two-night
travel package. Dave Bryant won the Car-
nival Cruise in the Putting Contest and Mike
Yannello won the opportunity for a 60-foot
putt, but was 2 inches short for the $5,000
prize.

Cascades Flag Football League in
Sterling concluded its fall season. Consist-
ing of 375 players on 39 teams and four
grade divisions, the league had its annual
end of season tournaments Nov. 7-8. The
tournaments featured 35 games on three
fields. Four teams won championships with
the Vikings finishing off an undefeated sea-
son and winning the kindergarten-first
grade division. Other division winners were:
the Patriots (grades two and three); the
Rams (grades four and five); and Falcons
(middle school division). Registration for
the Spring 2010 season is now open at
youthflag.com/cascades.

Cascades Flag Football is a youth league
open to boys and girls grades kindergarten
to eighth. The Spring 2010 season starts
April 5. Early bird rates apply through Feb.
12. For more information on coaching or
officiating, call 703-444-8805, ext. 112, or
e-mail cascades@youthflag.com.

Reston Little League Names New Board of Directors
Sports Notes:
gymnast Strug visits
local community.
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A
 number of robotics teams from
the Northern Virginia area par
ticipated in the FIRST Lego
League (FLL) Virginia/DC State

Championship Tournament at James Madi-
son University in Harrisonburg.

The tournament had 750 children on 99
qualifying teams from all over Virginia and
D.C. competing over two days. The teams
were divided into two age groups: 49 Divi-
sion I teams made up of children ages 9-
12, and 50 Division II teams made up of
children ages 9-14. Each team was scored
in four categories or events of the tourna-
ment: Robot Performance, Robot Design,
Research Presentation and Teamwork.

The Sea Monsters (#1055), a Division I
team sponsored by Lake Anne Elementary
School in Reston, was made up of nine chil-
dren who all attend Lake Anne Elementary
School and reside in Reston, Herndon and
Vienna. They were the winners of the Sec-
ond Place Trophy in the category of Robot
Performance.

Team Hakuna Matata (#5361), a Division
II team representing Franklin, Herndon and
Langston Hughes middle schools, consisted
of four team members and a volunteer jun-
ior coach residing in Herndon, Reston and
Oak Hill. They were the winners of the Sec-
ond Place Trophy in the category of Team-
work.

Team Vector 67 (#6089), a Division II
team, consisted of three team members rep-
resenting Langston Hughes Middle,
Herndon High and South Lakes High
schools residing in Herndon and Reston,
and four home schooled members residing
in Herndon, Leesburg and Lovettsville.
Their combined score in all four categories
won them First Place overall, making them

the winner of the State Championship Tour-
nament.

They were awarded the prestigious First
Place Champion’s Award.

The next level of competition is the FLL
2010 World Festival in April 2010 where
84 teams from the U.S. and all over the
world meet to compete in Atlanta, Ga.

In the event that Virginia/D.C. receives an
invitation to attend the FLL 2010 World Fes-
tival, Vector 67, as the Division II winner of
the State Championship Tournament, will
represent Virginia and Washington, D.C. at
this Festival. This invitation process will be
finalized at the end of February 2010.

More information on the State Tournament and
the World Festival invitation process can be found
at: http://www.vadcfll.org/championship/
awards.html and http://usfirst.org/
roboticsprograms/fll/content.aspx?id=766.

Vector 67 members are, from left,
first row, Zane Holdstock
(Leesburg), Jeffrey Russell
(Herndon), Isabella Loparo
(Lovettsville), Joshua Kobayashi
(Langston Hughes Middle, Reston);
and, second row, Luke Loparo
(Lovettsville), Will Schrag
(Herndon High, Herndon), and
Justin Kobayashi (South Lakes
High, Reston).

Hakuna Matata are, from left, Amaani Sirajuddin (Langston Hughes
Middle), Julia Morgan (Herndon Middle), Isabel Hansen (Franklin
Middle), Natalie Schauer (Langston Hughes Middle) and Junior Coach
Priya Seetharaman (Langston Hughes Middle.)

News

Area Students Win
State Championship
Team Vector 67 wins
first place overall.

INSIDE SALES
1 position available for inside sales. 
Wed-Sun, Commission, &  advance-

ment to management possible. 
703-817-0220 ext.115  Ask for Jon

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

Seeking Professionals
Looking for energetic, self motivated and 

professional individuals with 1 year 
phone experience. Call 703-817-0220 

ext.127

Systems Analyst 
BS (or MS) in comp sci, info systems or 
eng + 5 YR exp (3 YR exp w/ MS).  Job 

in Herndon, VA.  Email resumes to
iOrmyx, Inc., usjobs@iormyx.com

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

EmploymentEmployment

Can someone please explain to me the pros
and cons of these after market, service con-
tracts, available for purchase after your car
dealer’s/manufacturer’s warranty/warranties
have expired? Their solicitations on television,
radio and print are almost replacing the credit
card companies in their vigorous pursuit of
American consumers. Just yesterday, I received
in the mail, what looked like a very official,
certified-type, for your-eyes-only directive,
aimed very specifically at yours truly, owner of
an expiring automobile warranty. When I tore
the four perforated sections and opened the
remaining fold, what I found was yet another “If
your car is not more than 15 years old and has
less than 200,000 miles on it” offer of automo-
bile repair and maintenance relief.

However, since I wasn’t born yesterday (or
even the day before), I can’t help being cautious
and concerned about the “relief” offered.
Moreover, I can’t help thinking that there’s
likely so much fine print, finely printed, that I
won’t be able to read or, won’t likely under-
stand, that as a car owner with future repair bills
ahead, what I’ll likely be relieved of is my
money, not my worry about those future bills.
But what do I know? As has been proven in this
space many times before, not much.

My instincts, as a former Life & Health insur-
ance broker, is to be concerned – and to plan
for – worst case scenarios and pre-existing con-
ditions (meaning exclusions). With respect to
life and health insurance, I am well aware of the
issues and conditions under which medical and
lifestyle-type, pre-existing conditions/ considera-
tions might adversely affect one’s coverage.
However, I don’t have near that same level of
experience and instinct when it involves car
repairs and maintenance. What little I can say
is, with absolute certainty, that the longer a car
is driven/owned and the more miles it accumu-
lates, the more likely repairs will be needed.
And if I may presume a little bit more, the
more expensive and involved those repairs
likely will be.

That presumption being logical and agreed
to, in theory; why would companies take on
that unfunded – and likely undocumented by
the car’s owner – commitment, to assume liabil-
ity of future repair bills likely to be “major:”
engine, transmission, struts, gaskets, etc., as
listed in the company’s advertisements? Further
presuming that these companies are not in busi-
ness to lose money and are not advertising (pu-
tting their money where their marketing mouths
are) because they are stupid, I’m left with no
other conclusion than to paraphrase one of my
recently deceased father’s favorite expressions:
the idea must have merit.

Still, I can’t get past the “If it sounds too
good to be true…”  feel of these promo-
tions/assurances. Are these companies regulated
in some way like Life and Health, and Property
and Casualty insurance companies are? Must
these service-contract companies have a certain
amount of cash reserves on hand to to pay for
their future – and as yet undetermined – liabili-
ties? Have they been vetted/investigated/
researched and/or evaluated by consumer
groups, consumer magazines or even Consumer
Agencies? Has the Better Business Bureau done
any due diligence?

I understand the coverage is not free.
However, if I am to believe – and ultimately buy
in to – all that I hear, read and see about these
reassuring offers, I’d have to be crazy to not to
want to learn more and see if I really can elimi-
nate the worry I will admit to having, about
these inevitable future car repairs. But I’m hesi-
tating. I must be crazy, right? (Maybe that’s a
side effect of the oral chemotherapy?)

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

“Serve-Us”
 Contracts?
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. Email
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

Complete Home Improvement
and Handyman

2nd Story additions to Decks
Since 1998

703-867-0119
Class A

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

HOME REMODELING
KITCHENS, BATHS, TILE, TRIM, INT.
ALTERATIONS, all HOME REPAIRS!
Steve’s Remodeling

Call Steve Paris
(703) 830-5681 - 703-932-0270

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • FREE ESTIMATES

LIC. • INS. BONDED OWNER OPERATED

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

Finish your basement now!
✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est. 37 yrs exp.  Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Christmas Décor Installers
Call today for a free estimate

703-433-2739
or contact us on the web at

Perfectlandscapes.com

LEAF CLEAN UP & REMOVAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

ProfessorToolbox.com
“Where you can find any Construction

Professional in one place!”

www.ProfessorToolbox.com

Homeowners Looking For…
Qualified, Licensed, Insured

Contractors

MISC. SERVICES MISC. SERVICES

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
EmploymentEmployment

What are You waiting for?

Ashby Ponds, a new Erickson retirement community
located in Loudoun County, has the career opportunity
that you have been waiting for. We are seeking enthusiastic
and eager candidates for the following positions:

•Lead Cook •Security Supervisor (3p.m.–11p.m.)
•Prep Cook •Security officers (All shifts)
•Medical Assistant •CNAs (On-Call all shifts)
•Wait Staff •RNs

Competitive pay and benefits, growth opportunities, and
a fantastic working environment are just a few of the
advantages of working at Ashby Ponds.

For information and to apply online, please visit
www.Erickson.com/careers. You may also submit your
updated resume via e-mail: aplresumes@erickson.com
or apply in person:

Ashby Ponds
21170 Ashby Ponds Blvd.

Ashburn, VA 20147
EOE,M/F/D/V

We help Seniors remain independent
and in their own home

Personal Care, Companionship, Errands, Meal Preparation, Light
Housekeeping, Transportation and much more!

• Licensed by Virginia Department of Health
• Registered Nurse Operated
• A-List CareGivers insured, bonded and certified
• Flexible Schedule: From a few hours, a few days,

a week to 24 hour and live-in
• Safe Senior (TM) Program

For employment opportunities,
please call 703-621-4825 x1107

Service throughout Fairfax/Loudoun Counties

www.anovask.com

CHURCH SECRETARY
Providence Baptist Church, McLean is look-
ing for an experienced church secretary.
Microsoft Office Suite exp. necessary with 
knowledge of Microsoft Publisher & Power 
Point a must. Light bookkeeping duties  and 
organizational  skills   necessary  as  well  as 
desire to serve in a Christian environment.
Salary $34K plus benefits. Office hours are 
Monday-Friday from 9:30 – 4:30. Interested 
candidates should submit resume to Sheila 
Farthing at sfarthing@providencetoday.org
or fax to 703.893.0950.

Dental Asst & Admin Asst.
Two positions open at our "Washing-
tonian Best" perio practice.  Must be 
a motivated team player w/great 
communication skills & attention to 
detail. Dental Asst--x-ray cert & 
chairside exp needed.  Admin Asst--
computer (Excel, Word) & insurance 
exp.  Offices in McLean & Burke, 
must have reliable transportation. 
FT,    benefits.     Email   resume to:

sandy@novaperioimplant.com

EARN PAID TIME OFF!
CNA’s/Companions/Live - Ins 

Needed immediately to  help with  daily 
meals, errands, chores, laundry, etc. 
Flexible schedules - work when you 
want.  Paid training, double time for hol-
idays.    PT/FT.   Call now 703-766-4019.

GROUNDSMEN
$13.00/hour. No experience necessary--
training provided.  Valid driver’s license. 
Full time.  Great benefits.  Also hiring 
exp climbers. Excellent career opportu-
nities. Near Dulles, VA  703-818-8228

Growing Earth Tree Care          

Hairstylists
Herndon/Dulles area, F/T-P/T.  Opportu-
nity for advancement whether licenced 
6mos. or 20 plus years. Hrly. vs. comm., 
medical ins., paid vac. plus other great 
benefits. Email resume or qualifications 
with contact info - laalther@hughes.net

1-5 week work program. Can continue in Spring.
Customer sales/service, flex schedules. All ages

18+, conditions apply, all majors welcome.

703-359-7600

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& HS SENIORS

SEMESTER BREAK WORK
$17.00 Base-Appt.

TEACHERS & ASSISTANTS
Play & Learn @  Dulles Corner in Hern-
don, VA is seeking F/T Teachers and As-
sistants.  Please call 703-713-3983 or fax 
resume  to   703-793-2298  or   email   at 

Sangley@ va-childcare.com.
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Nominations for
Community Service
Award by Friday

The 25th Annual Reston Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Birthday Celebration Planning Com-
mittee is accepting nominations for the
2009 Community Service Awards to be pre-
sented on Monday, Jan. 18.

In keeping with this year’s theme “Are We
Keeping the Promise?” the celebration will
present three awards to recognize members
of the community for their significant ef-
forts in the past year that upheld the legacy
of King and improved the lives of others.
The three Award categories are youth, adult
(older than 21), and a Greater Reston busi-
ness or organization.

Eligibility Criteria:
❖ Frequently works for or contributes to

the community to support tolerance and
equal opportunities for people in all aspects
of education, employment, and community
participation;

❖ Frequently works for organizations or
contributes to efforts that reduce poverty;

❖ Frequently works to promote non-vio-
lence in conflict resolution;

❖ Performs acts or makes contributions
to benefit those in need with positive and
long-term impacts;

❖ Serves the community without concern
or desire for award or recognition.

The following categories are considered

ineligible for the award: elected officials
holding federal, state or county office;
schools or congregations as single entities;
posthumous nominations.

Nomination forms are available on Reston
Community Center’s Web site,
www.restoncommunitycenter.com. Applica-
tions may also be requested by calling 703-
476-4500. Any questions regarding eligibil-
ity or the nomination process should be di-
rected to the Reston MLK Day Planning
Committee c/o Kevin Danaher, Community
Events Director, at the Reston Community
Center, 703-390-6161, or via e-mail to:
Kevin.Danaher@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Chipotle Opens in
Reston Town Center

Chipotle’s newest burrito eatery opened
to the public at 11913 Freedom Drive at
Fountain Dive in Reston Town Center. The
eatery is wheelchair accessible, with seat-
ing for 36 inside and four outdoors, hot
music and cool atmosphere. Fax and online
order pick up window. For fax forms or to
order on-line, go to www.chipotle.com.

Major. credit cards accepted.
Chipotle Mexican Grill (NYSE:CMG) of-

fers a focused menu of burritos, tacos,
burrito bowls (a burrito without the torti-
lla) and salads made from fresh, high-qual-
ity raw ingredients, prepared using classic
cooking methods and served in a distinc-
tive atmosphere. For more information, visit

Week in Reston

If you do not
get The
Reston
Connection
delivered to
your home…

FIRST
CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIP-
TIONS
are now avail-
able for the
first time with
timely postal
carrier deliv-
ery: $30 for
six months.
Help us meet
the costs of pro-
viding first-
rate community
journalism on
newsprint to
your house-
hold.

Call 703-778-
9426 (or -9427)

or e-mail
circulation@

connectionnews
papers.com

ClassifiedClassified
4 RE for Sale

Behind on Payments? 
Avoid Foreclosure call
1-800-710-9938 x111

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

.................................................

EXPERT
TREE REMOVAL, FIREWOOD

AT AFFORDABLE FEES

 Licensed HES Co. LLC. Insured

703-203-8853
Ask About Going Green!

Mulch, Gutter, Landscape

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

CLEANING

ENGLISH-SPEAKING 
ONE-WOMAN 

HOUSECLEANING.
14 Years Experience. 

Honest, reliable, 
loves animals. 

Reasonable rates. 
703-855-3302

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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