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Dear Readers:
This week, the Gazette Packet turns over

its pages to the youth and students.
We asked principals and teachers from

area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2010 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Gazette
Packet. Please keep us in mind as your chil-
dren continue to create spectacular works
of art and inspiring pieces of writing in the
coming year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Ga-
zette Packet welcomes letters to the editor,
story ideas, calendar listings and notices of
local events from our readers. Photos and
other submissions about special events at
schools are especially welcome for our
weekly schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9415 with any questions.

— Editor Steven Mauren

Children’s Gazette Packet 2009

Welcome

Veronica Najarro, 4th grade,
Polk Elementary School

Abby Miller, 5th grade,
Alexandria Country Day School

Eva V. Phelps, age 9, 4th Grade,
Georgetown Day School, Alexandria

Ben DeVine, 10, 4th grade,
Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy
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Isabella Hubble, 3rd grade,
Alexandria Country Day School

Lauren Ashkenazi, 5th grade,
Alexandria Country Day School

time mother that everybody would want to
have in their life.

— Sierra Turner

George Washington Middle School

A Tribute To
A Loving Father”

“You are my hero dad you’re my secure
foundation. When I think of you, I’m filled
with love and fond appreciation,” Joanna
Fuchs. I know my father loves me by the
smile on his face when I see him. My father
is the person that helps me cope with all
the drama from my mama. My father can
be over protective especially when it comes
to boys. A special person in my life is my
father, because he is caring, loving, and fun
to be around.

Firstly, a special person in my life is my
father, because he is caring. He makes sure
I have everything I want and need. He talks
to me about my problems he is very involved
in my life. I didn’t always feel like he cared.
But in these past couple of years he’s shown
that he really does care. He is my since of
support and I feel comfortable talking to
him about almost everything.

Additionally, a special person in my life
is my father, because he is loving. Almost
every day I get a text or a call from him
saying how much he loves me. They are the
inspiration for me to have a good day. If I
were to get in trouble he would listen to
my side of the story and not just come to
conclusions. He makes time in his busy
schedule to see me at least once a week and
the days I don’t see him we talk on the
phone.

Furthermore, a special person in my life
is my father, because he is fun to be around.
Most of the time we are together we are
having a good time laughing and joking
around. I love the time we share even if
we’re just watching the game. We go go-
cart racing, to the movies or out to eat a
lot. We have so much fun together.

In conclusion, a special person in my life
is my father, because he is caring, loving,
and fun to be around. He cares about what
I do and if I’m doing well or not. He is lov-

ing; he shows me that he loves me all the
time. He is fun to be around, especially
when we are having a good time just relax-
ing in the house. I love my father and I love
to be with him.

— Sierra Turner

grade 8,

George Washington Middle School

A Tribute To
My Father

Someone who is very influential on my
life is my dad. He not only is my father, but
he is my friend. I always know I can go to
him when I have a problem. However, he
always knows when to put his foot down
when the situation calls for it. I can only
hope that when I am older, my attitude to-
ward myself and toward others mirrors his.
My dad has many qualities that make him
the obvious choice for a tribute; these in-
clude his ability to listen to people, his dedi-
cation to everything he does, and his father-
ing ability.

Firstly, my dad is a great listener. When-
ever an incident occurs in my life, be it good
or bad, he will listen and give me his feed-
back. Sometimes life brings about drama,
and middle school doesn’t make matters any

See Words & Pictures,  Page 17

Words & Pictures

Charlotte Taylor,
Alexandria Country Day School

A Special Tribute
My mom is my super hero. She does ev-

erything for me. She motivates me to excel
in everything I do. She make sure that I’m
trying my best to be the best that I can be.
My mom is hardworking, funny, and inde-
pendent.

To begin with, my mom is the most
hardworking person in the world. My mom
wakes up every morning at seven o’clock to
be at work by eight. Some days she work a
12-hour shift. My mom is the director at
the Mott Community Center in Fairfax. Be-
ing a director comes with a lot of responsi-
bility and I believe my mom is doing a great
job at it.

On top of her being a director and hav-
ing to work a lot, she always finds time for
me, she is my personal chauffeur, tutor,
cook, house keeper and most importantly
my cheerleader. Even with her demand ca-
reer she rarely misses a game, concert, or
conference.

Secondly, I believe that my mom is the
funniest person that I know. She always
makes funny comments. Another thing
that’s funny about my mom is that she tells
the truth all the time. Once my friend spent
the night at my house and was singing in
the bathroom and my mom was like “ girl
you need to stay in school because your
singing career might not be successful.” I
was laughing so hard because I thought it
was hilarious. My mom is the only mom I
know that speaks like a teenager. Trust me
when your mom is speaking like you there
is a problem but all you can do is laugh.

Lastly, my mom is a independent woman.
She has her own house that she pays the
bills for. My mom drives her own car that
she had for ten years now. She loves that
car with all her heart. My mom is a single
parent. She have been taking care of me
for thirteen years.

In conclusion, My mom is hardworking,
funny, and independent. She is a busy busi-
ness lady with two jobs; work, and taking
care of me. My mom will always make you
laugh with her great sense of humor. Also
she does whatever she needs to do all by
herself to live. My mom is a once in a life-

better, and I need someone to talk to. He’ll
also listen to me when I explain homework
that I need help with to him. This can be
very helpful because I often need help in
school.

Secondly my dad is dedicated. I have seen
him miss about three days of work because
he was sick. To me that is dedication, for
no matter how bad my dad was feeling he
would just put his brave face on and drive
to work. He also won’t stop working until a
job is done. I will never forget the time that
my dad couldn’t fix our front door. He
stayed up until 3 a.m. tinkering with it un-
til he finally fell asleep on his toolbox.

Thirdly, my dad is a great father. He would
do anything for his family. He, also, knows
how to apply rules fairly without being
harsh, which I think is very important. Many
teens resent their parents, but I am fortu-
nate enough to have a laid back father who
I can tell everything to. He would support
us until he is on his death bed.

In conclusion, my dad has many quali-
ties that make him the obvious choice for a
tribute; these include his ability to listen to
people, his dedication to everything he
does, and his fathering ability. My dad is
one of those rare people who you meet once
and feel the ever flowing warmth he spreads
to everyone who has met him. Some people
joke and say “You can pick your friends, but
you can’t pick your relatives.” Well, I would
probably pick my dad to father me if given
the chance.

— Kacey Sumter

George Washington Middle School

Admiration
A person that I admire is my guitar in-

structor. My guitar instructor’s name is
Steve. He teaches at the Del Ray School of
Music, also known as the Acoustic Axis.
Steve is the current owner of the store. He
has been playing his entire life, since when
he was about 12. Steve is a master guitar
player, an extraordinary teacher, and a great
person.

First, Steve is the best guitar player I
know. He can look at any solo and play it
when he has never even seen it before. He
knows how to apply music theory into any
chord at any second. He once told me that
he was always figuring out his other band
members’ parts for them because they could
not read music as well as he could. To me,
he is definitely one of the best guitar play-
ers in the state.

Secondly, Steve is a awesome teacher. He
can be funny, but still teach very well at the
same time. That makes the lessons a lot
more fun. He doesn’t just tell you what you
are doing wrong, but how to correct your
wrong-doings, why it is wrong, and why this
is the right way. Instead of just sitting there
working out of a book, we also do exciting
things. Some of them are playing a rock
song of our choice, having recitals in front
of a large crowd, and playing songs for the
occasion (for example, Christmas songs
during Christmas).

Additionally, Steve is a great person. He
knows how to handle things all the time.
He can run a store, give lessons to about 10
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Words & Pictures

Cameron Wallace, 5th grade,
Alexandria Country Day School

Isabelle, 1st grade,
Alexandria Country Day School

The Christmas
John Burtwad got up in the

morning really tired. His eyes
popped out from what he re-
membered, it’s Christmas Eve!
Excited, he ran out of the room
right into the slammed door,
not paying any attention that
it was closed.

“Owwwwwwwwwwwwww!!”
he screamed. He hit his head
on the door and was hopping
around and fell on the floor.
John’s day was not starting off
well. His toe and face were as
red as an apple. He was almost
crying, but remembered it was
Christmas Eve, who could feel
that bad? This time, John
opened the door and walked
through it like any normal per-
son. He found his brother, Abe,
who was supposed to be brush-
ing his teeth, but he was danc-
ing and singing.

“Ohh, ohh, ahh … it’s almost
Christmas! Oh, Abe.

Presents! Santa! Tree! C-H-
R-I-S-T-M-A-S. All the birdies
agree that Christmas is the
best. Yeah,” sang Abe.

“Abe, brush your teeth and
stop singing,” called Mom.

John put on his shoes, coat,
and scarf and ran out of the
house to his friend’s house. A
fresh coat of snow was on the
ground. “Snowball Fight!”
yelled John. George and John
had a huge fight throwing
snowballs at each other. George
fell down, but luckily was not
hurt.

It was lunch time and both
boys heard their moms calling
them to come in. John ran to
his house where lunch was on
the table. He sipped his hot
soup right up. John decided to
do some of his homework so he
could play with his new toys
that he would get tomorrow.
Do you believe John’s teacher
gave them homework over
Winter break? In fact, he had
an avalanche of homework. It
took John five hours to com-
plete the homework. It was
time for bed and dream about
tomorrow — Christmas.

John woke up and he opened
the door this time before he ran
out of the room. He ran straight
to the Christmas tree where a
bunch of presents were stuffed
under the tree. He ripped open
each one and marveled how
each one got better and better.

“Yep,” he said to himself,
“this is the best Christmas
ever.”

— Janaka Miles

grade 4

John Adams Elementary

School

Our story begins in Washington,
D.C., 12 nights before Christmas.
A little girl is walking with her
mom. “Mommy, I’m hot” she
whines. So the little girl takes off
her hat and stuffs it in her pocket.
She stops with her mom to look in
the shop windows, and as she
walks her hat falls out of her
pocket.

A homeless man stoops down to
pick it up. He looks it over once
then immediately puts it on. He
slowly walks to a park bench to
begin his cold, hard sleep. As he
drifts to sleep he shivers in the
cold. In the morning, he goes into
a store to steal his meal. As he is
walking over a bridge a policeman
tackles him to the ground. In this
event the hat flies off and lands in
the water below. It slowly drifts off
down the icy river.

A man bundled up in winter
clothes sits by the icy river fish-
ing. As the hat goes by, it snags
his hook. The man reels it in think-
ing it’s a fish. As it emerges out of
the water, his face shows much
disappointment, but he puts it on
anyway. As he walks to his house
he begins to talk to himself in a
low, gruff voice. As he reaches his
log cabin, he starts having a
coughing fit. When he finishes he
goes into the log cabin. After he
makes himself some tea, he goes
to bed. He leaves the window in
the kitchen open. During the night,

a large moose sticks his head in,
takes the hat and leaves, chewing
it. The hat now has two holes in
it. In the morning the moose gives
up and drops the hat.

The hat sits there all day until a
gust of wind comes and blows it
into town. A group of carolers are
caroling under the stars. As the hat
goes by, a boy about twelve grabs
it. His ears are bright red with
cold. He laughs merrily and
throws a snowball at his sister. He
is so happy he has a hat on. After
a while, his sister hits him on the
head with a hard snowball and the
hat falls off, but he does not no-
tice. The hat starts to get covered
in snow as the snow falls, until the
hat is completely covered.

Back in Washington, the little
girl walks up to Santa at Macy’s,
sits on his knee and whispers in
his ear: “All I really want for Christ-
mas is my hat.”

In the morning, the snowplow
comes by and knocks the hat into
the air.  The man steps out and
thinking he hit a bird, looks
around. All he can see is the
brightly decorated shops until his
eyes meet the hat. He walks over,
picks it up and carefully examines
it before shoving it on his bald
head, for he too is cold. That night
the man stuffs the hat in his bag.
The next morning, he goes to New
York City. After checking in at his
hotel he goes out for a walk. A taxi

speeds by him as he stares at some
windup toys. The hat sails through
the starry sky, and lands on a snow
drift. Later that night a bad snow-
storm blows the hat around.

Santa is sitting in his parlor eat-
ing his usual cookies and milk,
when the hat catches his eye. He
runs outside and catches the hat.
Something tells him this is the hat
he needs. He sends it to his elves
to be fixed.

On the night of Christmas, he
packs up his sleigh and sets off,
calling his reindeer by name: “On

Winter Is My
Favorite Time
of Year

It’s winter and it’s my favorite
time of year!

So cold and chilly here.
Snowflakes are as gentle
as flower petals.
Falling on my head!
It’s winter and it’s my favorite

time of year!
Sitting at home
watching movies,
while drinkin’ hot cocoa
that’s burnin’ in my mouth.
It’s winter and it’s my favorite

time of year!
Children playing happily
having snow fights
and making snowmen.
Sledding down that steep hill!
It’s winter and it’s my favorite

time of year!

— Afnan Ali

grade 5

John Adams Elementary

School

Santa Claus
He’s as fat as a potato,
and as red as a tomato.
And guess what?
He’s coming tonight!
He’s round like a ball.
You can see him at the mall.
What is he called?
Santa Claus

Savannah Halabuk

grade 5

John Adams Elementary

School

Dasher, on Dancer, on Prancer, on
Vixen; on Comet, on Cupid, on
Donder, on Blitzen. Now dash
away, dash away, dash away all!”
as they disappear with a flash of
light.

On his last stop Santa goes down
the chimney of the little girl. He
gently puts the hat on a bear, as
he softly whispers “Merry Christ-
mas to all, and to all a good night.”

— Natalie Turkevich

grade 5, age 10

Blessed Sacrament School

The Christmas Hat



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  Children’s Gazette Packet  ❖  2009 - 2010  ❖  7www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web-site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials

ST. AUGUSTINE, JACKSONVILLE, AMELIA ISLAND, FLORIDA, FEB. 21–27 ..$599
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 6-Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast, 1
Lunch, 3 Dinners, Sightseeing—Call our office for a trip itinerary!

SAVANNAH FOR ST. PATRICK’S DAY MARCH 14–18..............................................$949
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 4-Nights Hotel in Historic District, Daily
Breakfast, 1 Lunch, 3 Dinners, Reserved Seating on Parade Route, City Tour, Tybee Tour,
Parties and Fun!

WOLF SANCTUARY OF PENNSYLVANIA, MARCH 27–28......................................$239
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 1-Night Hotel in Lititz, PA, Dinner &
Breakfast, Full Moon Tour with the Wolves & Day Tour with Wolves. A unique experi-
ence for animal lovers!

January 13

GameTruck® is a complete video game party brought
to your doorstep. Our expert Game Coaches manage
your party while you relax. The gamers enjoy a large
library of the most popular multiplayer video games in
the climate controlled comfort.

Cyborg Extra-Terrestrial - Will Phelps, 11, 6th Grade,
St. Albans School, Alexandria

A Prince Becomes
The Buddha

Siddhartha’s mother had a dream.
It was about an elephant that struck

her side.
Distraught, Siddhartha’s mother

went to her husband.
Does Siddhartha become a great

king or a great teacher?
He is trapped in a palace with no

suffering.
All his needs were attended to by

servants.
Rolling around town in a chariot,

was he.
How could the ascetic live with no

knowledge of suffering?
The prince sees a man of old age,

sickness and death.
A driver took the prince to a forest

to become an ascetic.

Great poverty, he did live in.
An alms bowl is the prince’s prized

possession.
Unsatisfied, the prince was not

enlightened.
The prince decided to live in a

middle-way.
And so the prince went to the Bodhi

Tree.
Meditation led the prince to become

enlightened.
After that night, the prince becomes

the Buddha.

— Hannah Semmes
grade 6

Alexandria Country Day School

Words & Picture
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Appetizers • Calzones
Salads • Pizza • Gyros

703-920-7789

Mon-Th: 11 AM–1 AM
Fri & Sat: 11 AM–2 AM
Sun: 11 PM–Midnight

Serving Greek & Italian Cuisine
Lunch & Dinner

On/Off ABC
License

(Lunch & Dinner only)

$1295 $3 OFF
2 Greek Salads
w/2 Pita Bread

Any Large Pizza w/
2 or More Toppings

Delivery Available
Mon-Th: 11 AM–12:30 AM
Fri & Sat: 11 AM–1:30 AM
Sun: 11 PM–11:30 PM

• Daily Specials
• Homemade Soup

www.momspizzaarlington.com

3255 Columbia Pike,
Arlington, VA

Pizza
Restaurant
Mom’sMom’s

Dine-in Only.
Expires 1/31/10

Dine-in Only.
Expires 1/31/10

Things I Like About
December

Things I like about December
Are red, white and green,
Presents on the twenty-fifth,
Berries, snow and evergreen.

Long nights and short days
Which let holiday lights gleam
Bagpipes and checkered kilts
And candy in a stream.

Boats on the Potomac
Flickering like a dream
Looking hard for Santa
And red, white and green.

— Oscar Lloyd

age 6

Douglas MacArthur Elementary

School

Winter Is
Winter is a real cold time,
snow is falling down,
Winter has the trees all covered,
And the ground wearing a snow gown,
Winter is a time for fun,
Winter is so cool,
There’s no time to go in the pool,

Winter is such a good season,
This is the reason,
Christmas comes, with Winter break,
Presents, presents, you will take.
Winter is such a splendid time,
And it seems it is all mine!
I go outside and play,
And sled the day away.
Winter’s such a good time,
Every single Winter day.

— Eman Ayaz

grade 4

John Adams Elementary School

Winter Snow
Winter snow,
Snow so bright.
Winter snow,
Snow so white.
Christmas time,
Presents here.
Christmas time,
I want a big bear.
Cold in the winter,
Hot chocolate to drink.
Cold in the winter,
Ice skating rink.
Season is winter,
Snow boots I put on.
Season is winter,
A tissue I blow on.

My nose so red,
My nose so cold as the winter snow

— Mickayla Brandao

grade 5

John Adams Elementary School

Winter  Bells
Fall is almost over,
but I don’t
get mad.
I just think of Christmas and opening pre-

sents
with a nice cup
of joe.
As the sun rises up,
and the bells
stop ringing
the Christmas fun is ending
and so is my fun.
Winter bells,
winter bells,
Oh well,
I will have to wait for next year
to hear the winter bells.

— Odell E. SidberryII

grade 4

John Adams Elementary School

The Yodeler’s Cap

What may be this wonderful hat?
Must’ve been a yodeler’s cap
Dropped on the ground where he sat,
To take a brief, quick nap.

Oh no, I dropped the neat, stiff hat!
On it’s way down, resuming fall.
It landed on a flying-by mat!
Later, it was in a someone’s hall!

“A hat!” he said, a trying it on,
Unaware of to whom it belonged.
To this day, there’s what all Yodeler’s

dawn,
“Keep close your caps! They will be

longed!”

— Ben DeVine

age 10

Lyles Crouch Traditional Academy

Racoon
The animals’ bandit —
Swift and smart.
Undetected — the unhunted hunter.
The black tracks.
Nature’s stealthness.

— Ben DeVine

age 10

Lyles Crouch Traditional Academy

Poetry

If you do not get The Alexandria Gazette
Packet delivered to your home…

FIRST CLASS MAILED
SUBSCRIPTIONS are now available
for the first time with timely postal carrier
delivery: $30 for six months. Help us meet the costs
of providing first-rate community journalism on
newsprint to your household.

Call 703-778-9426 (or -9427) or e-mail
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com
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CravensNursery.com

Major credit cards accepted

SINCE 1973

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

New Truckload TALAVERA

60,000 POTS 35% TO 75%
OFF ALL Trees & Shrubs

Ask cashier for details

Buy 1 at Regular Price
Get 2 FREE

25% OFF
BONSAI, ORCHIDS, CACTI, PERENNIALS

Hand Painted Mexican Pottery

Northern Virginia’s ONLY
Quaker High School
(Grades 9-12)

“Helping students reconnect

to their innate love of learning

by nurturing their Inner Light”

For an appointment to visit our school
please visit our website, www.afriends.org,

or call us at 703-461-7222
3830 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304

FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE

Serving the entire Metro area

 “Celebrating
320 years of

Friends education
in America based on

Quaker values–dependable
guideposts for uncertain

times”.

Gallery

Annalise Roberts,
Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy

Beatrice Campagna,
Lyles-Crouch Traditional
Academy

Caroline Hill, Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy

Christian Vergason, Lyles-Crouch Tradi-
tional Academy

Julia Ruffino, Lyles-Crouch
Traditional Academy

Lauren Beale, Lyles-Crouch
Traditional Academy
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Rejuvenate your smile and
restore your youth!

“As a surgeon, I rely on Dr. Rogers and his team to manage
the patients non-surgically to help avoid the need for
surgery. I regard him as one of the premier dentists in the
non-surgical management of TMJ Disorders.”
—Dr. Joseph Arzadon

“Very professional environment, excellent level of service,
up-to-date dental technology.” — Anne

“Pleasant attitude and personal attention – took my
concerns seriously.” — Mary 

“Organized, timely, and pain-free and you develop
relationships with  your patients.” — Kim

“The best customer service of any office by far! You treat
your patients with respect and courtesy in a way that  is
extremely rare.” — Nancy

Trusted Dental Care Your
Doctor Would Recommend.

Cosmetic Dental Services:
• Porcelain Veneers including Lunineers®

• In Office Whitening
• Invisalign® Clear Braces

Pain Management:
• Non-Surgical TMJ Treatment
•The Magic Wand-virtually
  painless anesthesia

Unique Dental Services:
• Dental Sleep Appliance
• Computer Preview of New Smile

Concierge Services:
• Relaxing, Spa-Inspired Atmosphere
• Relax and enjoy Direct TV® or music
   during your appointment
• Interest Free Financing
• Complimentary parking

Dr. Michael Rogers –
Trusted by the community and committed to
the latest technology and highest standards.

• Featured on NBC4 with
  Doreen Gensler’s Healthline
• Featured Dentist at NBC4 Health & Fitness Expo
• Selected as a Top Dentist in Checkbook Magazine
• Published in Washington Woman, Washington
  Parent, Ladies Home Journal, Perfect Smile
  Magazine & TMJ News-n-Views

Testimonials
Michael B. Rogers, DDS

Dennis J. Holly, DMD
4850 S. 31st Street, Suite A, Arlington, VA 22206

703 . 671 . 1001
www.FairlingtonDental.com

Joe Farrier,
2nd grade,
Alexandria
Country Day
School

Gallery

Reese Woods,
2nd grade,
Alexandria
Country Day
School
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Gallery

Catherine Sedwick, 5th grade, Polk Elementary School

Christian Pino, 1st grade, Polk Elementary School

Michaela Reed, 4th grade, Polk Elementary School

Naod Araya, 1st grade, Polk Elementary School

Sarah Brennan, Kindergarten,
Polk Elementary School

Umar Sheikh, 5th grade,
Polk Elementary School
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The Best in Senior Living

703-243-4300
Call Today

• Rents Starting at $950
• All Utilities Included
• And Just Two Blocks from Ballston Metro
• Frost-Free Refrigerator
• Underground Garage Parking
• Spacious Kitchens and Bathrooms
• Wellness Programs
• Full-Time Social Services Coordinator
• Prices are Subject to Change

4300 N. Carlin Springs Road, Arlington, VA 22203

Offering
Starting at 55 years

THE CARLIN

Gallery

Daniel Baskin,
Alexandria Country Day School

Katie Gallagher,
Alexandria Country Day School

Amanda Simmons,
5th grade,
Alexandria Country Day School
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4th Week Free – New Enrollees Only, Infants Not Included

(Chorus)
Hop out of bed,
hat on my head.
Tie my boots tight
Cotton in my pants,
Some sort of trance
I fell under just last night.
I don’t know why,
I would cry if I could not take a

step outside.
Mom knows I want to go,
Play in the winter snow!
Winter snow,
so icy,
so cold.
One would guess this is the

weather I love best.

End of day,
Wish I could stay in the winter

snow.
Don’t want to go,
No tears in my eyes.
I step inside,
No longer in a trance.
No cotton pants, hat off my

head.
No boots on tight,
Hop into bed.
And it’s time to say good night,

and it’s time to say
GOODNIGHT!
(Chorus)

— Cameron Minland

grade 4, John Adams Elemen-

tary School

Winter Snow

Erin Ford, 12, Grade 7, St. Mary’s School, Alexandria

Words & Picture

Poetry
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From Page 5

See Writings,  Page 20

people everyday for forty-five minutes,
and still play with his band occasionally. He
is very generous as well. He takes up so
much of his time that he rarely has time for
himself, just so that he can teach a bunch
of kids how to play guitar. That is very self-
less of him. Of course he has some fun do-
ing it though.

In conclusion, Steve is a proficient guitar
player, a fantastic teacher and a wonderful
person. He is a very passionate guitar player.
He enjoys music and takes it seriously. That
might be one of the reasons why he shares
it with the residents of Alexandria. I will
surely continue to take lessons there until
he is gone.

— George Rhodes

George Washington Middle School

My Father
My father, Don, plays a special role in my

life. He is such an exuberant person that
has influenced me in numerous ways
throughout my journey of life. He contin-
ues to be the person who lends me support.
This is why I’d like to take the time to go
back and reflect on the charisma my father
gives off. Don is an amazing man who is a
hard worker, is friendly, and pushes you
towards your goals.

First, my father is well known for his
hardworking determination. Many people
will focus on the negative of a situation,
instead of grabbing the positive. My father
is the one who analyzes the positive, ap-
plying it to the situation so he can come to
a conclusion. This makes him an exceptional
person to work with whenever you’re
troubled. Whenever a job needs to be done,
I can assure you my father is willing to par-
ticipate, despite the obstacles he may face.

Additionally, my farther is a friendly per-
son that can accept anyone. Don has met
many people throughout his life that come
from a variety of backgrounds. He is also
deeply involved with knowledge, making
sure to learn something from every experi-
ence. This makes it easy to carry a conver-
sation with him, knowing much about mul-
tiple topics. He also gives off a certain vibe,
one that gives you a somewhat cozy feel-
ing. This is why I find my father to be a
friendly person to interact with.

Finally, Don is also someone who pushes
you towards your goals. He knows just how
to hook you, teasing you with both hints
and questions to help you reach success.
This shapes your learning experience in a
much more natural way, as opposed to the
much more demanding school. I find this
method to be much more interesting in the
long run, and I thank him for introducing it
to me. My father has helped me further
develop my learning skills and deal with
failure.

In conclusion, Don is an amazing man
who is a hard-worker, is friendly, and pushes
you towards your goals. My father contin-
ues to be an amazing man that lives an in-
teresting life. His bank of knowledge has
taught me much, from simple fixes to large
subjects. His bright spirit has also shaped
my personality. I’m grateful for my father
and am anxious to learn more from him that

I may find useful in current and future situ-
ations.

— Alex Aplin

George Washington Middle School

A Special Person
A special person in my life is my grand-

mother Tsheay. Her name is Ethiopian, and
it mean golden sun. She is not only my
grandmother, but my role model; my best
friend.  Her character and personality is so
down to earth and pure, that sometimes I
question myself if I am living in a utopia.
She has many traits that make her worthy
of a tribute; starting from her generosity,
her courageous behavior, and her positive
attitude.  Firstly, my grandmother is beau-
tiful on the inside and on the outside. She
is the kind of person that gives more than
she receives. My grandmother would help
anyone, regardless. Her love of helping out
others, has been a continuous trait that she
has had, ever since she was a little girl.
There was never a time when I have seen
my grandmother Tsheay sit down at the
table to eat, without making sure everyone
else has taken enough for themselves. Her
philanthropic behavior is loved by every-
one; especially me.

Additionally, my grandmother is also a
type of person that has tremendous cour-
age. She is a very audacious, valiant and
unabashed person that always looks for-
ward and never back. Whenever me and her
are walking at night, I sometimes get ner-
vous because of how dark it is, but my
grandmother keeps telling me to not be
scared and that freaking out will do me
nothing, but just damage my self-esteem.
It surprises me, how there isn’t anything,
or anyone in the world that she fears. Never
have I seen her get intimated or manipu-
lated by anyone. Her headstrong behavior
is one of her traits that I deeply admire.

Furthermore, my grandmother always has
a high and positive attitude. She is always
thinking in a confident and unequivocal
manner. Even in the worst situations, grand-
mother Tsheay is continually calm, and re-
laxed. Nothing ever seems to freak her out,
or cause her to go berserk. She is always

telling us to not go insane or lose control,
because it will make the situation worse
than it already is. I acknowledge that dearly,
and respect her words because I know that
this woman knows what she is talking
about. Her breezeless behavior is also an-
other characteristic about her that I really
glorify.

In conclusion, my grandmother is a per-
son worthy enough for a tribute; staring
from her generosity, her courageous behav-
ior, and her positive attitude. She is one of
those kinds of people, who are loved by
everyone and are respected dearly. Her re-
markable personality makes her truly one
of a kind. Grandmother Tsheay, is a person
I will never forget, and always love.

— Adey Fentaw

George Washington Middle School

A Tribute to My Dad
A good dad should be able to support their

families, be intelligent, and also be very
kind. They should encourage their children
to go to college (or at least graduate high
school). They should also have a good job
that makes enough money for their fami-
lies. They should be nice and polite. My dad
is smart, hard working, and a good person.

To begin, my dad is a very smart person.
He was educated at University of St. An-
drew, Columbia University and Georgetown
University for law school. He has written
speeches for multiple distinguished people
including Congressman Tony Beilensen and
Senator George Mitchel. He has also repre-
sented a few large companies including
Hershey.

Secondly, my dad is an extremely hard
worker. He usually leaves for work around
7:45 am and gets home “at the regular time”
(we really don’t know what this means con-
sidering he usually comes home sometime
between 5 p.m. and 10 p.m.). He is cur-
rently holding down three jobs. He is a part-
ner at a law firm called DLA Piper, presi-
dent of a nonprofit organization called MEII
(Middle Eastern Investment Initiative, a
company that is working to help the Israel’s

Doug Baskin, 5th grade, Alexandria Country Day School

Words & Pictures

Medical Office Insurance Clerk
Immediate FT opening in busy pediatric 

office in Fairfax, M-F, 9-5. Please call 
703-691-7992 or fax resume

703-691-4791.  

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

EmploymentEmployment

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill
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ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

102 Instruction

Tutoring Available
Recent Honor Level
College Graduate

Math, Spanish, English 
All Levels, $30/hr

Call Hal at 
(703)864-6616

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

ROOFING ROOFING

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

HAULING HAULING

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 13)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
 UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODIST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES—UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES—UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES—ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES—REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD...703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY
ALEXANDRIA  CITADEL ....703-836-2427

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN
CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

Wesley United Methodist Church

10 am Sunday Worship Service
Sunday School classes (child to adult)
and youth group (7th to 12th grade)

9 am to noon Monday through Friday Pre-School

8412 Richmond Ave, Alexandria, VA 22309
(just off Richmond Highway, near Fort Belvoir & Mount Vernon)

703-780-5019 • www.wesleyva.org

Word!

To Advertise Your
Faith Community,

call Karen at: 703-917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

Supported by the

Give Your
Holiday Tree a

Second Chance...
Recycle it!

The City of Alexandria will collect hoiday treesfor
recycling. This winters trees will be recycled into
next springs mulch!

It’s easy as 1, 2, 3!

1. Remove all ornaments , tinsel and
stands.Do not put the tree into a bag.
(These items contaminate the mulch)

2. Residents who receive City trash service
must place their trees at the curb (no
alleys) by 7:00 a.m. for collection on
Saturday, January 9 or Saturday, January
16. Trees set out after January 16 will be
collected as regular refuse.

3. In the spring, trees are recycled and
chipped into mulch, which will be free for
residents on a first-come, first-served
basis.  Mulch delivery is also available
for an additional fee.

Curbside Pick-Up January 9 & 16

For more information call
Department of Transportation
& Enviromental Services
Solid Waste Division

703.746.4410

Adventures

biting us. Our family used about half a can of bug
spray a day. Finally we got to the beach. Most of the
waves were pretty big. If my brother said the wave
was not good enough to ride on we will have to wait
for another wave. Some times my brother will take a
break. So my dad will boogie board with me. It was
lunch time. I had a ham sandwich. After that went
back to boogie boarding. When my brother was fin-
ished with his break my dad would take my boogie
board, and I will boogie board on his back. If I took
a break I would dig for sand crabs. Later on we saw
dolphins in the water! Then it was time to go back to
the campsite. Up and down hills over the bridge
again, and back to the campsite.

— Olivia Bearman

grade 3

Alexandria Country Day School

Moo!
“Alex get down here grandpa and Megan are

going to be here any second now!” my dad called
from downstairs. “Be right down” I yelled back. If
you are wondering I was just about to go to my
uncle Kenny Junior’s farm for my great uncle’s
funeral. The funeral started at six and it was
eleven but we had to drive to New Jersey and we
wanted to play on the farm. “Honk, Honk!!” I
heard from outside. I dashed to my window and
pressed my nose to the cold glass. It was the only
thing that separated me and the freezing rain as it
poured from the sky. I realized I was late so I
darted down the steps and onto the slippery
porch. I cautiously walked down the steps be

See Words & Pictures,  Page 22

Scuba Diving
When I went to Vietnam, me my mom my dad and

my brother went to go scuba diving. So we went back
to the hotel and put on our swimming suits and went
to the boat. There were two men that drove us to
the ocean. My dad went in the water first then every
buddy followed. I couldn’t put on the diving mask
so I put on my goggles. My dad and I were holding
on a life raft, and I just dumped my head in the wa-
ter. There were so many pretty colors on those fish!
Some were thick and some were wide. The funny
part was I was the only one who started to blabber
about fish. After me and my brother were done we
went in the boat and ate some refreshing watermelon
and langoustine. When my mom and dad were out
and in the boat my brother actually started to drive
the motor boat. While he was driving the men took
out a brown coral and put it in a box full of water.
Then they gave it to my mom. And I got to drive the
boat too. When I came back I saw a jumbo size jelly-
fish right next to me. It was really creepy. Then we
got out of the boat and went to the hotel. We changed
out of our swim suits and I was really happy. I would
love to go again.

— Rachel Suleymanov

grade 3

Alexandria Country Day School

Boogie Boarding
When I was camping at Chincoteague all of us rode

bikes to the beach. We rode up hills and down hills.
The worst part was up and over a bridge. Once we
where on Assateague there were a lot of mosqui-
toes. While we where riding the mosquitoes were
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127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Old Town’s most authentic country
French restaurant since 1983

Please make
holiday

reservations
early

OLD TOWN’S FAVORITE

COUNTRY FRENCH RESTAURANT

3 Seatings: 5:30, 7:30, 9:45

New Year’s Eve

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

From Page 17
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economy and create jobs for the people there),
and he is the General Counsel for the Aspen Insti-
tute.  At the law firm, he used to be a lobbyist, but
now works as a federal affairs lawyer. He also has to
travel to Israel and other places in the Middle East
on a regular basis.

Finally, my dad is a wonderful person. One of my
dad’s first jobs was a camp counselor, so he is very
good with kids. When my brother and I were little,
he often had to leave his softball games early just so
he could read to us each night. He commonly plans
vacations for our family and our friends in his little
free time.

In conclusion, my dad is smart, had working, and
a good person. He has been educated on many lev-
els. He has three good jobs and works very hard at
them. He is also an incredible person that cares very
much about his family. I love my dad because of his
many wonderful personality traits.

— Katie Pickup

George Washington Middle School

A Tribute
One of the most special people to me is my grand-

mother. Her name is Mary McQuillan but I call her
Mama. I am so lucky to have her in my life. There
are many things that make Mama amazing but there
are three that really stand out to me. The three char-
acteristics that make Mama special to me are her
selflessness, friendliness, and energy.

First, Mama is the most selfless person I know. I
have never known someone who does more for their
family and community than Mama. One of the things
she does to help her community is work at a thrift
shop. All the money that the thrift shop earns goes
to a local hospital. Mama also does a lot of volun-
teering at her church. Volunteering and donating at
the church is a big deal because the church helps
many people in need. One thing that I notice most
is that although she raised six kids, she still takes
care of all her grandkids. When my parents go away
or something of that sort she drives all the way down
here from Connecticut.

Second, Mama is extremely friendly. Her friendli-
ness makes everybody want to be around her. There
is never a dull moment when I am with her. One
factor that makes everybody want to be with Mama
is her sense of humor. She always has something
funny to say in a conversation. One thing she can-
not do is tell a joke. Whenever she tries to tell a joke
she ends up laughing too much and cannot get the
words out. The best thing about Mama being friendly
is that you can always talk to her whether it is some-
thing light or deep.

Last, a great characteristic Mama has is her en-
ergy. She is always keeping herself busy whether
she’s gardening, out with friends or helping others.
If someone asks if she wants to do something, she
says yes right away. She plays a lot of golf in her
free time and is very social. She still has parties some-
times also. When I am at her house or when she’s at
mine she insists on cooking, doing the dishes, clean-
ing and doing laundry. If someone else tries to help,
she will not let them.

To conclude, mama is selfless, friendly and ener-
getic and these are the qualities that make her the
best grandmother ever. It is hard for me to believe
that one person could be so great and have so few
flaws. Mama is the person in my life who deserves a
tribute most. I am so happy to have a grandmother
who is kind and fun to be with. I cannot think of
anybody I would rather write a tribute to.

— Jack Vroom

George Washington Middle School

My Tribute
My tribute is going out to my cousin, Joel. I loved

him dearly, and he was like my best friend. My cousin
was someone who I would have liked to be like when
I grow up. My family and I miss him so much. Joel
can never be replaced in my heart, forever will he be
missed. My cousin Joel was a very generous, sweet,
and the funniest person I would have ever known.

Firstly, to top it all off, Joel was a very generous
person. He was well liked by many for his kind ways.
I remember all the times he gave the most fun pool
parties at his house. He always had fun family events
planned. Joel did whatever he could to make sure
just about everybody showed up. Doing anything with
my cousin was always amazing!

Secondly, my favorite cousin Joel was the sweetest
person I knew. He never had anything bad, or rude
to say about people. My cousin knew how to keep
his mean thoughts to himself, no matter how funny,
or mad he was. Joel showed everybody he cared, no
matter what the problem was. Everything he said was
serious and meaningful. Joel always was there for
the family and me.

Further more, my friend, Joel was the funniest per-
son alive! We always use to crack wise jokes and
pranks on each other. Every time he saw me, he yelled
out, “There go Ceiliey.” He called me that because of
Ceiliey, off “The Color Purple.” I use to get so mad,
and then laughed it off. My cousin was always lifting
weights, and going out for runs. Joel use to walk
around my great Grandmothers house flexing his
muscles. He always thought of being in a pageant of
some kind.

In conclusion, my cousin Joel was a very generous,
sweet, and the funniest person I would have ever
known. He always brought a smile to someone’s face.
Joel was a rare diamond, shinning down on every-
body. Everybody that knew him loved and liked him.
Knowing that every day, waking up and going out, I
can never see, or talk to him again, it still hurts. But
one day, I will have hoped to see him again. Until
that day comes I am going to continue to live the life
I am living, and know that I once knew someone like
him and make him proud.

— Khadijah Martin

George Washington Middle School

My Tribute
A special person in my life is my auntie Meda. She

is such a good person. In my opinion she deserves
the best in life. If you’re having a problem, you would
easily be able to talk to her. No matter what, she
would understand. The most important thing is that
she has so much love to give. She has such a loving
heart. I want to dedicate this to my auntie Meda be-
cause she is caring, she is like a second mom to me,
and she keeps our family together.

Firstly, my aunt cares about everybody. Every
Wednesday, she goes to the church and donates food
for the homeless. Her heart is so big. My aunt doesn’t
like to see anyone struggle. Yes, there’s a lot of strug-
gling people and yes, she can’t help them all, but she
does her best to help as many as she can. She is so
inspirational. Everybody loves her.

Secondly, have you ever had someone who cares
about you like a second mother? That’s exactly how
I think of my auntie Meda. She’s just like a second
mother to me. Anytime I need something or some-
one to talk to, she’s right there. Every time I go back
to Chicago, I usually stay with her. I even have my
own room at her house and the crazy part is, she
doesn’t have to let me have my own room, but she

Writings
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La Strada
1905 Mount Vernon Avenue

Alexandria (Del Ray)

703-548-2542
www.lastrada-ontheave.com

New Year’s Eve
Prix Fixe Tasting Menu

Three Courses
Antipasti or Insalata; Primi or Secondi;

and Dolce $45.00 plus tax & gratuity per person

With wine pairings above (Tasting Glasses)

$60.00 tax & gratuity per person

Five Course
$65.00 plus tax & gratuity per person

With wine pairings above (Tasting Glasses)

$85.00 tax & gratuity per person

BUON ANNO
Happy holidays from the Scott family and staff.

Please call 703-548-2542 or

www.lastrada-ontheave.com for menu or to make

reservations for 1 of 3 seatings; 6pm, 8pm or 10pm

Trattoria
da Franco

305 S. Washington Street
Old Town • 703-548-9338

Daily Specials • Private Party Rooms •
Ample Free Parking After 5 pm

Enjoy New Year’s Eve dinner in
Old Town’s Italian Trattoria
complete with the romance of Italian
Piano Music with Opera Performers

Three-course Dinner
with Champagne or

House Wine
includes balloons,

noisemakers,
hats, etc.

Happy Holidays to
all our Patrons

– Franco Abbruzzetti

Open Christmas
Eve for dinner
ala carte menu

Opera Nite
Dec 27th

www.trattoriadafranco.com

From Page 20

loves and cares about me so
much that she allows me to have
that. I’m not sure if she thinks of
me as a daughter, but I definitely
think of her as a second mother.

Lastly, my auntie Meda’s
strengths is what keeps our fam-
ily together. Our family sometimes
has a problems and my aunt is the
first person they go to. That’s ex-
actly where her strength comes in.
She brings us back together. Ev-
ery holiday, we have family din-
ners at her house. We have so
many good memories at that
house and all of them include my
beautiful-hearted Auntie Meda.

In conclusion, I dedicate this to
my auntie Meda because she’s car-
ing; she’s like a second mother,
and because of her strength which
keeps our family together. My aunt
should be a role model for every-
body. I love everything about her
and so should everyone else. I’m
so glad to have her as a auntie.
She has always been there for me
and I hope I can be there for her
in the future.

— Artesha Sanders

George Washington

Middle School

A Tribute
A very important person in my

life, and my role model, is my
dad. My dad is someone to be ad-
mired. Not only is he a great fa-
ther, but he is also like the older
brother that I do not have; the
older brother that I could tell
things that I would never be able
to tell anyone else. He is truly an
extraordinary person. My dad is
my role model because of his hys-
terical personality, how consider-
ate he is towards others, and his
leadership.

First, my dad has a hysterical
personality. He can always make
people laugh because he is natu-
rally funny. He can also laugh at
himself every once in a while. He
never takes friendly jokes seri-
ously. Also, my dad is a fun guy to
be around and people always en-
joy spending their time with him,
including me. I know that when I
spend time with my dad, I always
enjoy it and never regret it!

Additionally, my dad is consid-
erate towards others. He is always
willing to give people second
chances. When my brother and I
get into trouble, he almost always
gives us another opportunity to fix
what we did wrong. My dad never
judges a book by its cover, he al-
ways accepts people for who they
truly are. Also, my dad helps oth-
ers even if it means putting him-
self in danger. He served in the
Army for four years as a soldier
and during Desert Storm, which

is the sign of a person who puts
others before himself.

Finally, my dad is a leader. He is
a leader because of many reasons.
My dad owns his own company
that he started after settling in and
having his first child, me. He also
teaches me wrongs from rights
and guides me through the ob-
stacles of life and problems that
are thrown at me. And he is strong
because as a kid at the young age
of 11, he lost his own father to
heart disease, and leaders must be
strong. All this experience has
been very inspirational to me.

In conclusion, my dad is my role
model because of his hysterical
personality, how considerate he is
towards others, and his leadership.
I am grateful he is involved in
things I love like baseball. One day,
when I am older and out of col-
lege, I hope to be successful and
be like my dad. Or maybe run my
own business one day! Perhaps a
lot of kids say the same things
about their dads, but I really do
mean it.

— Noah Ray

George Washington

Middle School

A Special Person
“Did you turn off your radio?”

This is a quote I hear over and over
from my dad. He says this to me
because he teaches me those little
things on life that will help you
later. He shows me the good side
of life. My dad is a special person
in my life because he provides for
me, teaches me the values of life,
and shows me how to be a respon-
sible adult.

Firstly, my dad provides me with
everything I need. He is success-
ful in his job so we have what we
need. Every year, he has to pay for
both my swim team and soccer
team, plus the uniforms and spirit
wear for the high school sports. My
dad also, makes sure we always
have something to eat in the morn-

ing, lunchtime, dinner and even
snack. He has extra food just in
case. He makes sure everything I
need is there for me every time.
My dad makes sure that every time
I need something, I have it.

Secondly, my dad teaches me the
values of life. He tells me not to
get mad over silly things in life.
An example would be to not get
mad at the McDonald’s employees
because they gave you a Coke in-
stead of Diet Coke. He also shows
me what to do in different situa-
tions. He shows me right from
wrong. My dad helps me with my
homework without giving me the
answers. He fully explains the
problems first. My dad tries to help
me be successful in my life by
teaching me its values.

Thirdly, my dad is a special per-
son in my life because he shows
me how to be a responsible adult.
He tries his hardest at work to do
as much as he can for the company.
His hard work eventually paid off
because he is now “the Boss.” My
dad also does not get a lot of tick-
ets. He stays almost at the speed
limit. Finally, he is responsible by
making sure he does all of his
“chores” around the house. He al-
ways takes out the trash without
being asked. My dad tries to be the
best he can be.

In conclusion, my dad is a spe-
cial person in my life because he
provides for me, teaches me the
values of life, and shows me how
to be a responsible adult. My dad
makes sure he provides for me
because he is successful at his job.
He also, teaches me the values of
life because he wants me to suc-
ceed in life too. Finally, he shows
how to be a responsible adult by
not getting mad at the McDonald’s
employees when they mess up
your order. I do not know what I
would do without my dad in my
life.

— Emily Church

George Washington

Middle School

Abby Miller 5th grade, Alexandria Country Day School

Words & Pictures
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cause last time I paid a visit to that
farm I slipped and fell. Let me tell you, I
don’t want a repeat of that. I ran into the
car and was greeted by a “what’s up?”
from my 15-year-old cousin. “Nothing
really” I grumbled. If you are wondering,
I was pretty disappointed that it was
raining because I really wanted to chase
the chickens. As the hours passed I
drifted off to a lovely place called
dreamland. “Moo” “Oink” I woke up with
a start, looked around and inhaled a
deep breath of New Jersey air. I hopped
out of the car and all I could see was
animals, silos, haylofts, stables, fields
and piles of hey. This is definitely not
D.C., my brain told me. I didn’t know

where to go first.
Thankfully my dad read my mind. “You

want to go to the hayloft first?” he asked.
“What’s so special about the hayloft?” was
my reply “you’ll see,” he said, “just follow
me.” He started running to a barn looking
building with hay surrounding it. Reluc-
tantly I followed. When I finally met up
with my dad all I could see was hay, a
loft, and a ladder. “What am I supposed to
do?” I questioned him. “This” he replied.
He climbed the ladder onto the loft stood
at the edge and jumped. “Awesome!!!” I
cried and followed his path up stood at
the edge and deliberately jumped. Now I
understood why the hayloft was so cool. I
wanted to go again but if I thought that
was lame before the stuff I think is
awesome now will be even cooler. After

several debates with myself I decided to
go to the stables. On the way there I saw
a cat that just had a litter of 12.
“Awwww,” I gushed, “they are so cute!”
“Can I have one?” I asked my dad using
my best puppy dogface. “What do you
think?” was all I heard as my dad grabbed
my foot and ran into the wet muddy
fields with my shoe. Normally — when
the ground is semi-hard — I would run
after him, but since it just rained I knew I
had no chance. Then an idea popped in
my head. “Megan!!!” I yelled “can you get
my shoe back??!!” “Sure” she yelled back.
She ran like a cheetah after my dad. He
was to busy congratulating himself of his
so-called success that he didn’t notice her.
Once he noticed he was being chased he
climbed one-tenth up the nearest silo

Words & Pictures

From Page 19 which works out great because Megan’s
afraid of heights. Thankfully my uncle
came and told us to get ready because it
started in 10 minutes. Whoops. I ran to
the house and into the bathroom which
took about five minutes. I dashed out the
house and into the truck. The funeral
lasted about two hours. After the funeral
we went to the dining hall and had
dinner. My great uncle was Italian so we
had pasta, pizza, and meatballs. The
dessert was also Italian. We had gelato,
cake, brownies, and crepes. After dessert
we sadly had to go home. I hopped in the
car and prepared for the second longest
ride of my life.

— Alex Mathews

grade 4

Alexandria Country Day School

Cara Katz, 1st grade,
Alexandria Country Day School

Caroline Friedrichs, 1st grade,
Alexandria Country Day School

Gabi Bruehs, 2nd grade,
Alexandria Country Day School

Karinna Papke, 4th grade,
Alexandria Country Day School
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