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HAPPY HOLIDAYS
and

BEST WISHES

for the

NEW YEAR

Monday through Saturday 10-6 • Sunday 12-4 • VISA • Master Card • Discover • AMEX

GREAT FALLS
Rte. 7 & Georgetown Pike (Route 193)
Seneca Square (Next to Calico Corners)

1025-N Seneca Road703-759-9200

SERVING YOU

SINCE 1998

OPEN
SUNDAYS

EXCELLENT REPUTATION FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE & SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP
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We invite you to visit our showroom
and review our 2010 collections.

New
Styles New

Designs New
Colors

All of us at

Great Falls  Floors, Inc.
would like to thank you for your
business and support this year.

Great Falls  Floors, Inc.

�



Great Falls Connection  ❖  Children’s Connection  ❖  2009 - 2010  ❖  3www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Dear Readers:
This week, the Great Falls Connection

turns over its pages to the youth and stu-
dents.

We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2010 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Connection.

Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

Editor Kemal Kurspahic

Children’s Connection 2009

Welcome

Sarah Khatib, 6th Grade, Forestville Elementary

Mandy Smith, 3rd Grade, Colvin Run Elementary

‘Elmer the
Elephant,’ by
Max Rock,
Kindergarten,
Great Falls
Elementary

‘Giraffes,’ by Annie, Village Green Day School, Great Falls

Madison
Brandt, 4th

Grade,
Forestville
Elementary
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T
his month, the children at
the Learning Fun School in
Great Falls, were doing a
unit on International

Festivals and holidays, and they were
quick to point out how lights are used
in some form or another everywhere.
So they decided to make a collective
art effort for this project.  They have
submitted two versions of their work -

Celebrating Holidays
Worldwide

one in the evening and the other in
daytime representing thew holidays,
including Christmas, Hanukkah,
Kwanzaa, Ramadan or Id, Deepawali,
St. Lucia Day, New Year’s, Chinese New
Year. The students’ names: Ishan G,
Yaajushi V, Ruby H, Lily S, Zoe M,
Shreya J, Ryan S, Luke B, Dillon C,
Jack W, Harry R, Adrian S, Adam C,
Sovan P, Kate S, and Amy T.

Village Green Day School

Katelyn,
Butterfly

Zach,
Panda Bear

Aiden,
Leapfrog
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Lindsey Bertin,
3rd Grade

Colvin Run

Elementary

School
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CravensNursery.com

Major credit cards accepted

SINCE 1973

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

New Truckload TALAVERA

60,000 POTS 35% TO 75%
OFF ALL Trees & Shrubs

Ask cashier for details

Buy 1 at Regular Price
Get 2 FREE

25% OFF
BONSAI, ORCHIDS, CACTI, PERENNIALS

Hand Painted Mexican Pottery

Spiro Souliotis
703-481-8210

Souliotis Insurance Agency Inc.
Herndon
Souliotis@allstate.com

Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

DON’T HOPE SO. KNOW SO.
You can’t predict when an accident will happen.
So get the coverage you need now. Call me for
a fast, free Good Hands® Coverage Checkup.
I can help you make sure you get the right
coverage at the best possible price.

By Emily Templin

Cooper Middle School, 8
th

Grade

K
ids of this new “technol

ogy generation” are
leaving their parents in
the dust. They seem as

though they come right out at birth
clutching a TV remote.  Five-year-
olds can work a DVD player better
than their 30 year-old moms, and
teens can text more words per
minute than they can talk.    Kids
spend more of their time in front
of screens than ever before, and I
don’t think it’s all good.

Sure, technology can definitely
be helpful at times, but using it
every second of every day and
thinking you can use it to fix ev-
ery little problem isn’t going to
help anyone.  On average, kids and
teens spend four or more hours per
day in front of the TV and at least
two more hours on the computer
or playing video games.  I think
that is insane and kids really need
to run around outside and just be
kids.  People only need to watch
one show per day, if anything.

And now, with websites like
Facebook and Myspace where kids
can chat and post pictures,
cyberbullying has become a prob-
lem.  Kids are being threatened or
made fun of by other kids via chat
room or email.  Sometimes, adults
pose as kids and when they meet
their victim in person, they harm
or kidnap them.  Cyberbullying
and the issues it causes are defi-
nitely problems that have only
been seen in this generation.

Let’s not put aside the fact that
while these kids are sitting around
doing nothing, they are eating.
Eating and eating and eating.  One
out of every three American chil-
dren are obese or at risk of becom-
ing obese.  So not only are we sit-
ting around all the time, but we
are eating all day too.  And when
you don’t go outside or do any-
thing active, I don’t think that’s
really going to help you.

Kids of this generation are learn-
ing to rely on technology for every
little aspect of their lives.  When
their computer crashes, how will
they do their homework if they
can’t use spell-check?  And when
was the last time you saw anyone
write in cursive?  Basic skills like
writing, spelling, and using correct
grammar are being lost because no
one takes the time to stop and just
reread what they wrote.  When
things aren’t fixed for them in a
second, kids are lost and confused.
Kids of the “technology genera-
tion” are our future.  Do we really
want them so helpless?

Txt u L8ter!
What’s wrong
with the “Tech
Generation?”
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www.viennafloors.com

Celebrating 25th Anniversary

703-938-3160

A HAPPY & PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!
Our Thanks to Our Customers for
Their Support Throughout 2009.

We Look Forward to Serving
Your Flooring Needs in 2010.

25th
Anniversary

- Complete Design & Build Firm
- Total Additions & Rec. Rooms
- Kitchens & Bathrooms
- New Home Construction
- Over 30 Years Experience
- Class A Licensed & Bonded

Phone & Fax 703-425-8189
homesbymurphy@cox.net

www.homesbymurphy.com

H O M E S  B Y M U R P H Y,  I N C .
Custom Homes  &  Renovations&

See Lesson,  Page 18

By Rosie Brock

Cooper Middle School, 8
th

Grade

S
ometimes the contrast be
tween my old life and my
new life seems so foreign,

almost like a distant dream- fad-
ing from my memory before it
even has time to completely reg-
ister. My whole childhood was a
sheltered one, hidden away from
all the garbage that makes the
“real world” such a harsh reality.

Growing up under the hot Florida
sun, I spent my time swimming
and playing make-believe with my
friends.  My small private school
was almost like a slightly dysfunc-
tional but still loving family, close-
knit and familiar since birth. Of
course my life wasn’t perfect, but
somehow throughout my entire
early childhood I maintained a
complete innocence.

However, all this changed when
I was 13, a sixth grader who was
half finished with her first year of

middle school. It all started when
I read a letter (which was sup-
posed to remain secret) and found
some startling news.  At the end
of the school year, my family and
I would be moving away from ev-
erything I knew and loved, to
Northern Virginia.

The summer was an array of
moving vans and goodbyes. Once
in Virginia, the rest of the break
sped by like a blur. Finally it was
the first day of school, basically the
most nerve-wracking day of my

life. My stomach was filled with
butterflies and my palms were
sweaty, a mixture of fear and ex-
citement ran through me.  The first
month was hard, I’m not going to
lie - I’d gone from about twenty
kids in a grade to two-hundred
teenagers.  Having been so inno-
cent my whole life, the reality of
this new situation was rather
shocking at times. The language,
“bad kids,” and just being new to
the area threw me off balance. At
home everyone was under pres-

sure, looking for jobs, and dealing
anxiety, thinking that maybe this
move wasn’t for the best.

As my first year of living in Vir-
ginia drew to a close, I felt slightly
changed as a person. That little girl
from Florida just wasn’t here any-
more, someone else… older and
less naïve, had taken her place.
The year had taught me so much,
about how family sticks together,
friendships, and something even

The Most Valuable Lesson: ‘Let It Be’
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New student Applications for Enrollment for Fall 2010
Due by Tuesday, February 2nd

Visit our web page: www.gfump.org

GREAT FALLS UNITED METHODIST PRESCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE DATES:

January 22th and January 25th

• Classes for 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, Pre K, K-Enrichment
• Morning and afternoon half-day sessions
• Highly experienced and qualified teachers
• Low student-teacher ratio
• Children’s chapel
• Music
• Creative Movement
• Lunch-bunch option
• Summer camp

Call for an
Appointment

(703) 759-2432

Camp
     Olympia

June 21 - August 27
(2-week minimum)

CO-ED AGES 3 1/2-15  •  INSTRUCTIONAL SPORTS PROGRAM
Horseback Riding • Swimming • Gymnastics

Tennis • Soccer • Basketball • and more

EXTENDED DAY •  DOOR-TO-DOOR TRANSPORTATION

YEAR ROUND HORSEBACK RIDING

301-926-9281
5511 Muncaster Mill Road

Rockville, MD 20855
www.camp-olympia.com

Open Houses
Saturday, Jan. 23, Feb. 6 & Feb 20

Spring Break Camp - Mar. 29 - Apr. 2 & Apr. 5 - Apr. 9
Mini Camp - June 17-18

SUMMER DAY CAMP

See Letters,  Page 16

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I would like a

Moxie girl and the Moxie girl color
kit.  If that is a scarcity then please
get me my opportunity cost:
American girl doll (Julie).  I would
also like a calendar, but that is al-
most never a scarcity.  If you don’t
get me it, my mom or dad will.  I
know that this is not going to hap-
pen, but my real economic choice
is a lap top (I won’t get my hopes
up).  Have fun in the North Pole!
Merry Christmas! Love,

— Megan

Dear St. Nick,
I am asking for Kaya and Her

Dog (An American Girl doll) doll
set.  If you have a scarcity of those,
my opportunity cost would be a
make up box.  I think I should get
these things because I have been
picking up litter, making stuff out
of natural resources, and I have
been trying to play with my
brother nicely.  I would be most
pleased if you got me that, but I’m
sure whatever you are going to get
me will be fine.  I understand that
you almost have to go all the way
around the world, so I’m just say-
ing thank you for all that you do
for the US kids. Your Friend,

— Mackenzie

Dear Santa,
How are you doing, because I’m

doing great!  I would like an elec-
tric scooter, but if that is too much
for you, I would like a new base-
ball glove and a new bat.  If you
can’t get those, that would be my
opportunity cost because I know
that some of those are a scarcity.  I
will have interdependence with
my family for the whole year.  I
hope that those are good economic
choices.  I would also like any kind
of chapter book.  Thank you! Your
Friend,

— Riley
PS:  Have a good Christmas!

Dear Santa,
How are you doing in the North

Pole?  I hope your reindeer and
elves are feeling and doing well.
If you can respond back, will you
please tell me if you and your re-
indeer would like something to
eat?  My economic choice this year
is a cat.  If there is a scarcity of
cats, my opportunity cost would
be the charcoal, orange, and sil-
ver Mercurial soccer shoes.  In my
stocking, would you please put
$500 and a bad dream catcher.
Thank you for everything that you
get me. Your Friend,

— Adrien

Dear Santa,
How are you doing at the North

Pole?  I hope you and your elves
are well.  I also hope you will have
a good Christmas making presents
for everybody.  I hope you think I
have been a good boy because I
have tried to be nice to my mum
and dad.  My economic choice for
Christmas is an Ipod touch, but if
there is a scarcity of Ipod touches,
please could you bring me a paint-
ing set?  My opportunity cost is a
big pool table.  Do you want milk
or whiskey to drink?  I will leave a
carrot out for Rudolph the red
nosed reindeer, and thanks for the
presents last year. Your Friend,

— Callum

Dear Santa,
How are you?  I hope your are

fine.  I also hope Rudolph is fine
too.  Do you like chocolate chip or
oatmeal raisin cookies?  If you
don’t like either, what kind do you
like?  I like the Wii Fit you gave
me last year!  My brother and I
still play it all the time.  This year,
for Christmas my economic choice
is an Xbox 360.  If there is a scar-
city of them, my opportunity cost
is a Michael Jordan jersey.  Have a
great Christmas. Your Friend,

— Ethan

Letters to Santa Claus From Patrick Mills’ 3rd grade class at
Forestville Elementary
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State Farm Insurance
IN GREAT FALLS

AUTO • HOME • LIFE
HEALTH • FINANCIAL SERVICES

731-C WALKER RD. • GREAT FALL, VA
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Office Bloomington, Illinois

Like A Good Neighbor,
State Farm Is There.®

www.gstephendulaney.com

Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

Hilary Sanborn’s 2nd grade class at
Forestville Elementary answered the ques-
tion:

If you could give your parents any gift
that didn’t cost money what would that gift
be?

Here are some of their responses:

Lauren Wallace - “I wouldn’t argue with
my brother for a century!  I would do that
because when we argue, it drives my mom
bananas!”

Hannah Freund - “I would learn how to
knit a hat + scarf.  And I would write a
card.  I would make a beautiful breakfast
for my mom and dad.”

Isabel George - “I would make a huge
card that has lots of hearts and puppies and
a picture of my mom and me.  I would call
my dad and tell him to saw some wood and
carve it into a box that can open.  I’ll paint
it and make breakfast in bed.

Ella Rey Nash - “I would make my mom
a homemade box with green on it because
that’s her favorite color.  And in the box
would be a cookbook of some recipes she
loves.  When she opens it up, it will say I
love you mommy.”

Patrick Ffrench - “I would do extra
chores like cleaning the house.  Make my
mom and dad all their meal’s for one
month.  Make their bed every day of the
month.  Not hurt my brother so he won’t
get upset!  Make my mom a paper airplane
set.  Do a lot of extra Math, Social Studies
and Geography in the summer.  Tell my
mom nice things every day.  Read an hour
a day to help me learn more and send my
parents love notes.” Mary, Honey BEE, Village Green Day School

Forestville Elementary

Gifts of Love
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46950 Community Plaza, # 11, under Clock Tower; Sterling, VA 20164
 703-433-0909 or 703-623-6482 • Mon.–Sat.: 10 AM to 7 PM • Sun.: 11 AM to 6 PM

PRIME TIME RUGS

At the Holiday Season
Our Thoughts Turn Gratefully to Those
Who Have Made Our Progress Possible.

It is in This Spirit We Say...

Thank You and Best Wishes for
the Holidays and a Happy New Year.

Forestville Elementary Gallery

Morvarid Sizdahkhani,
5th Grade

Michael Suh, 1st Grade

Samina Mondal, 3rd Grade

Lydia Conner, 1st Grade

Photo by Gabrielle Pijaca

Sara Monian and Katherine Gallo work on their bill project during Civics
class. This is one of Cooper Middle School’s 8th graders biggest project
of the year.

Soren Mohayheyh and
Hayley Murnan demon-
strate teamwork in art
class and how ‘amazing
things can be made
when you try hard.’

Photo by Matt Anderson

John Etherton, Garret Snare, Jordan Jopez, Luke Kohli, Andrew Wong,
Palavi Prayaga, Tory Robinson, Nicole Ravas work on their English in the
Cooper Library, which is a central part of students’ learning at Cooper.

Photo by Kyle Kirkpatrick

Clay Olsen completes his Spanish and science home-
work in QST.

Photo by Amirah Ahmad

Steven Hintz and Senorita Della Gatta work together
to answer Steven’s question. Cooper Middle School
students and teachers work together to overcome
problems with wise solutions on a daily basis.

Photo by Mary Long

Amanda Lund, an eight grader at Cooper Middle
School, begins writing a message on the chalkboard in
Mrs. Baber’s drama class. Although the chalkboard’s
really meant for writing down homework, Cooper
students love to write on the board just for fun and
leave goofy notes to their friends.

Cooper Life
in Pictures

Cooper Middle School

Photo by

Lizzie Schott
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Heidi Herbst, DDS
Howard Mitnick, DDS

Nooshin Monajemy, DDS

Sterling, VA

703-444-3710
www.sterlingVAsmiles.com

•Bleaching   •Special Needs Patients
•Nitrous Oxide   •Cosmetic Restorations 
•Wi-Fi Available   •IV Sedation Available

Pediatric & General
Dentistry

Dental Care with
The Gentle Touch!

Children love our
entertainment

center with
video games

and Wii

NEW! LASER procedure for fillings.
Many pediatric patients can be

treated without novocaine!

Saturday Hours Available at Regular Rates
(703) 450-9600  •  www.DavesAir.com

201 Davis Drive, Suite GG
Sterling, VA 20164

“5 other companies over 14 years could not figure out why this would not work right.
 You solved it in an hour. A big thank you” – W.B., Herndon

“Your employees are exceptional workers and gentlemen. They are extremely professional,
 knowledgeable and efficient. Loved the booties!!” –I.V., Ashburn

“I have been a customer for over 25 years and I must say all your people have been
unfailingly polite and helpful” – M.L., Sterling

A
araj Devyansh Vij and
Dhriti Pragya Vij of
Great Falls, grade 3 at
Colvin Run Elementary,

based their paintings on the poem

Star light Star bright,
First Star you see tonight
You wish you may,
Your wish you might,
Get the wish,
You wish tonight!

Their wish is that every child out
there could have a wish come true
this Season.

Starry
Nights

Oil,
by Dhriti

Pragya Vij.

Oil, by Aaraj Devyansh Vij
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EmploymentEmployment

CHESS TEACHERS

PT Independent Contractor Chess Teachers 
Needed for Elementary Schools! Teaching 
and chess playing experience are required as 
is the reliability to work 1-4 days a week in 
after-school chess programs in Fairfax and 
Loudoun counties, January - June. Pay is $25 
per hr. + mileage. Paid training and all teach-
ing supplies are provided. Serious inquiries 
only, you must have reliable transportation.
Please email resume with relevant experience 
to peter@snowschessacademy.com or mail 
hard copy to Snow's Chess Academy, P.O. 
Box 489, Herndon, VA 20172

CHURCH SECRETARY
Providence Baptist Church, McLean is look-
ing for an experienced church secretary.
Microsoft Office Suite exp. necessary with 
knowledge of Microsoft Publisher & Power 
Point a must. Light bookkeeping duties  and 
organizational  skills   necessary  as  well  as 
desire to serve in a Christian environment.
Salary $34K plus benefits. Office hours are 
Monday-Friday from 9:30 – 4:30. Interested 
candidates should submit resume to Sheila 
Farthing at sfarthing@providencetoday.org
or fax to 703.893.0950.

INSIDE SALES
1 position available for inside sales. 
Wed-Sun, Commission, &  advance-

ment to management possible. 
703-817-0220 ext.115  Ask for Jon

MED-FIRST URGENT CARE

Needs (1) Full-time or Part-time office 
Manager (prefer experience and medical 

background).  (2) Part-time Medical 
Assistant/Medical Receptionist.  

Please fax resumes to:  703-503-1154 
or Call: 703-503-1112

Medical Office Insurance Clerk

Immediate FT opening in busy pediatric 
office in Fairfax, M-F, 9-5. Please call 

703-691-7992 or fax resume
703-691-4791.  

Seeking Professionals
Looking for energetic, self motivated and 

professional individuals with 1 year 
phone experience. Call 703-817-0220 

ext.127

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. Email
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

By Cici Sobin

Cooper Middle School, 8
th

 Grade

W
here will I be, say, 10 years from
now?  That’s a question every
member of today’s youth seems

to ask.  I have always gone from dream to
dream: I’ve wanted to be an Astronaut, Ani-
mal Cop, and at the moment, a Bariatric Sur-
geon, or Photo Journalist.  Just 10 years from
now I will be 23 and just graduated from col-
lege.  The economy, hopefully, will have im-
proved and finding an internship will not be
as challenging as it seems to be today.

For me I want to be able to help the world
.  A Bariatric Surgeon helps those who are
excessively overweight to slim down.  I
know of several people whose lives have
been dramatically improved when they
have gotten surgery to reduce their weight.
Obesity is an extreme problem in the U.S.,
especially today.  I want people to be able
to help people get their lives back on track,
and do the things that we all take for
granted. Like spending time with your kids
in the backyard, walking man’s best friend,
and being out in public without everyone
automatically judging you.  This surgery can
increase your life span and decrease your
chances of obesity-caused illnesses.

If my dream of being a Bariatric Surgeon
is unrealistic, which some say it is, or even

if it changes, I have
backup.  For the past
two years I have been a
member of Ms. Farrell’s
journalism class at Coo-
per Middle School.  I
hope to continue my in-
terest of Photo Journal-
ism throughout high
school and build on the
many skills I have al-
ready gained.  Working
for National Geo-
graphic, or like my good
friend’s mother, Cristina
Mittermeier, working
with Conservation Inter-
national, would be a
dream come true.  I love
being with animals and
being surrounded by
nature.  Photography is
one of my favorite hob-
bies.  So being able to
take pictures of the things I love would be
a blast.  I know there is a lot of hard work,
and if I want rare pictures, a long, long,
wait.

I am sure that whatever I am doing I will
love it.  I am getting a fantastic education
at Cooper Middle School, and cannot wait
for next year, wherever I may be.  I am de-
termined to continue journalism and to
have a great high school experience with
it.  In addition, I do and always will love

By Gabrielle Pijaca

Cooper Middle School, 8
th

 Grade

T
he best gift I have ever been
given? Well, I could say a lot of
things, trampoline, IPod,
laptop, but what about the

things that can actually make you feel bet-
ter when you’re down? The best gift I have
ever received was when I got my kittens. I
was given them for my birthday the year
after my dog had passed away from a tu-
mor and old age. He was my best friend at
my house and definitely one I will never
forget. I had decided that for my family,
another animal would be good for us. It took
me about six months to finally get my par-
ents to agree that an animal would be good.
So, I was looking at dogs, but my parents
had said that kittens would be a better
choice for the lifestyle of our family.

Within the next couple of days I had found
the purr-fect kittens. They were brother and
sister Domestic Long hairs. One, the brother,
was a light gray with some barely notice-
able white stripes, while the sister was a
solid dark gray with white on her stomach
going up her neck and a small bit on her
face. I knew, the moment I saw them, they
were the ones. After we had filled out an
application and after several long interviews
on the phone, we were allowed to pick them
up. When we got to the foster moms home,
my brother was very excited to see them,

Maxime Von Blumencron, 6th Grade, Forestville Elementary School

Gifts
Forever

for this was his first time to meet them.
While my parents were filling out the final
paperwork, my brother and I went to see
the kittens. I may have never seen my
brother so happy for such a long time. He
saw our new kittens and their other brother
and sister who were getting adopted by
another family.

On the car ride home, my brother said to
take them out of the cage so we could meet
them. I may have never seen such relaxed
kittens. They loved to be held, but were
awfully tired from when we had played with
them before. Miles fell asleep in my broth-
ers arms, and Little Bear fell asleep in mine.

The moment this happened my brother and
I knew what our favorite cat would be. To
this day, our favorite kittens still sleep with
us. My favorite, Bear, even knows my
nightly schedule. She knows when I am in
the shower, so when I open up the door,
she is sitting right there. Then, I start to
walk down the hall and she runs after me
and jumps on my bed.

My cats bring me so much happiness; I
don’t know what I would do at home if it
was not for my cats. They have made a huge
impact on my family, and can make your
day brighter just by doing what they do best,
nothing.

Ten years from now.

Madi Schuman,
Longfellow Middle School, 7th grade

science, whether it is biology, or chemistry.
Learning is something I enjoy and I know
that in 10 years, when I am looking for a
job, when life is serious, all that I’ve learned
will pay off.  I owe a lot to my mother who
pushes me to succeed, and to my older
brothers who not only tell me how much
my mother’s advice will pay off,  but share
their knowledge of the world with me.  In
10 years, no matter what, I will be happy,
and prepared for whatever comes next.

‘Oh the Places You’ll Go …’
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

George Ruben
Electrical & Handyman

Services
Serving No. Va. for 20 Years

703-408-0431
Licensed & Insured

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Complete Home Improvement
and Handyman

2nd Story additions to Decks
Since 1998

703-867-0119
Class A

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

Christmas Décor Installers
Call today for a free estimate

703-433-2739
or contact us on the web at

Perfectlandscapes.com

LEAF CLEAN UP & REMOVAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

.................................................

EXPERT
TREE REMOVAL, FIREWOOD

AT AFFORDABLE FEES

 Licensed HES Co. LLC. Insured

703-203-8853
Ask About Going Green!

Mulch, Gutter, Landscape

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

In the pantheon of things (subjects) with
which I have absolutely no knowledge (and
even less interest) are cars and more specifi-
cally – and especially, their repairs. The
head of a pin would likely provide sufficient
space for that knowledge. So when some-
thing as routinely simple as an “Oil” light
illuminates on my car’s dashboard, my
immediate reaction/assessment is “Oh…!
Now what do I do?” What little I do know
to do, reactive though it may be (as
opposed to proactive as it should be), is to
consult the owner’s manual provided by the
dealer/manufacturer. However, since there
are 352 pages in that manual, I’m not
instinctively able (even though oil begins
with the letter “o”) to seek and find the
answer to my question. That question
being, as simply as my limited knowledge
can determine is, “What kind of oil do I put
in my car’s engine?”

Knowing what information I wanted
though, did not assist me in finding it as I
flipped through the hundreds of color-
coded and headline/categorized pages/
sections, so I went to the back of the man-
ual, the glossary of terms if you will, to see if
the very specification information for which
I was looking was somehow identified. Sure
enough, it was. Oh boy, was it!

The terms are listed alphabetically so I
scanned/flipped the pages until I found the
grouping for the letter “O.” And there, to
my nearly uncontrollable joy, I found the
exact answer I was looking for. And found it
in such Kenny-level English that I thought it
worth mentioning and focusing on as fodder
for this week’s column. Reading the listings
under “Oil,” from top to bottom I read, “Oil
Changing;” “Identification Symbol;” and
then the pièce de résistance and the choice
I could not actually resist – or believe my
eyes – which enabled me to find the answer
to my oil question, was printed the follow-
ing: “What kind of oil do I put in my
engine?” Can you believe that? A manual
written just for me, and a category/answer
to my question that was so perfectly suited
to its owner’s minuscule level – and total
lack – of  knowledge, that it prevented even
a “Bozo” like me from clowning-up this
much-needed repair/replenishment. You
can’t imagine (although maybe you can) the
sheer joy and relief I experienced, when
after stressing-up the usual anxiety brought
on by these kinds of car-related conun-
drums (the appearance of an “idiot” light;
aptly named), and then holding this volumi-
nous owner’s manual in my hands as well
with a simple answer apparently not in the
offing, that I was able to, in relatively short
order, find the answer and find it so obvi-
ously stated that, my usual mental anguish
concerning this mechanical mishmash was
completely eliminated.

When I saw in the owner’s manual that
the section/page that I needed to get to was
in fact the exact question to which I was
desperately seeking a simple – and quick –
answer, I busted out laughing and said,
“Finally, a manual that I can understand.”

Simple pleasures for a simple person.
Now that’s what I’m talking about!

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Oil’s Well
That Reads
Well
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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OBITUARY
Christal Ann Sudduth, 77, of Oceanside, CA passed away on 
November 25, 2009. Mrs. Sudduth was born on July 1, 1932 in 
Los Angeles, CA. She earned a Bachelor's degree from UCLA 
in 1954 and later taught pre-school for many years. Christal 
married then-Lt. JG Roger Sudduth on June 5, 1954. They 
travelled the world together, both in the Navy and as civilians, 
with Roger retiring as a Captain in 1977.

She is survived by her loving husband of 55 years, Roger of 
Oceanside, CA; daughter, Lesley Barnard of San Diego, CA; 
son, Lawrence Sudduth of Arlington, VA; sister, Joy Denman of 
Washington D.C.; grandchildren, Devin Elliott of Ft. Myers, FL, 
Allyssa Sudduth and Robert Sudduth both of Marlborough, CT. 
She was preceded in death by a son, Darryl Sudduth, in 2001. 

A Memorial Mass was celebrated at 5:00pm, on Saturday, De-
cember 5, 2009 at Saint John Vianney Catholic Church on Bal-
boa Island, CA. The Committal will be held on Tuesday, April 
13 at 11:00am at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, VA. 
Arrangements are by Poway-Bernardo Mortuary. 

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

4 RE for Sale

Attention Investors !!

Properties For Sale

MD, VA and DC Area

Properties Go Fast

CALL TODAY 
301-534-7772

www.PillarProDeals.com

Credit Problems?

We may have a program for 
you

MD, VA and DC area

CALL TODAY 
877-830-9198

PillarProperyForSale.com

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Assaggi Osteria,LLC trading 
as Assaggi Osteria, 6641 Old 
Dominion Drive, Mclean, VA 
22101. The above establish-
ment is applying to the VIR-
GINIA DEPARTMENT OF AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL for a Wine and Beer On 
and Off Premises license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Domenico Cornac-
chia, Managing Member

ABC LICENSE
Cottage Ethiopian Restaurant, 
LLC trading as Cottage Ethio-
pian Restaurant, 3111 Colum-
bia Pike, Arlington, VA 22204. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a 
mixed beverage on premises, 
Wine and beer on and off 
premises license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic bever-
ages. Beemnet Dada, Partner

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

Nothing is too small to know, and
nothing too big to attempt.

-William Van Horne

Nick Leto, 3rd Grade, Forestville Elementary

Photos by Erin Cole

Colvin Run ES First Graders Meet Seniors
As part of Colvin Run Elementary Schools commitment to shaping its
students character, each grade level embarks on a Service Learning
Project annually. In November 2009, Colvin Run Elementary School first
graders took a trip to Tysons Towers retirement community to share
Thanksgiving songs and poems with seniors. Over 50 students partici-
pated in the service learning project and 25 seniors attended the event.
After the songs were over the seniors and first graders shared desserts
and stories.
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MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

To add your Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call 703-821-5050

OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS
Will Return after the Holidays

b
b

Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church ... 703-757-8134

Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828
St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
Dunn Loring United Methodist ... 703-573-5386
Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your
Faith Community

call Karen at:
(703) 917-6468

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

smithchapel@verizon.net
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

SUMMER WORSHIP
SUNDAY: 10:00 AM

Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594
Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680

Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ... 703-560-6336

Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577
Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian Fellowship ... 703-242-9001

Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ... 703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...  703-281-4230

Unity
Unity of Fairfax ... 703-281-1767

b
b

b

b

From Page 8

Dear Santa,
I am very excited for you to

come.  For Christmas, my eco-
nomic choice is two capital re-
sources: gel pens and my oppor-
tunity cost is three black hair clips.
Is the Christmas angel coming
along?  If she is, I will be so ex-
cited!  So how are the reindeer
anyway?  How are you, and how
is Mrs. Claus?  You provide a good
service.  I hope you have a very
merry Christmas. Sincerely,

— London
PS:  Can you get Beckett (my

dog) something this year?  Thank
you!

Dear Santa,
How are you doing today?  I

hope Rudolph feels good for
Christmas.  I’ve been very good
this year.  I’ve done things like
helping with my baby brothers and
cleaning up my room.  I’ve been
getting O’s on my work lately.  I
gave you rice crispies last year, do
you want them again this year?
Can I have an automatic blaster
Nerf gun, a Sorry board game, and
an orange Nerf football?  What
resources do you use for making
these goods?  If there is a scarcity
of footballs, I’ll just have the Nerf
gun.  Thank you for giving me the
presents last year.  I still play with
them. Love,

— Jaylen

Dear Santa,
How are you?  I hope you are

doing good.  I have been good this
year.  My economic decision for
this year is a book called Falling
Up.  My opportunity cost is a book
called A Light in the Attic.  I would
like to ask if you would like
oatmeal cookies or chocolate chip
cookies?  I would like those books
because I am interested in poetry
and I love poetry and reading!
Your Friend,

— Oksana
PS:  If there is a scarcity, please

just leave anything under the tree.
PPS (post post scriptum): You

and your reindeer make a great
team.

Dear Santa,
How are you?  Is it going well at

the work shop?  For Christmas, I
would like an American girl doll
named Ivy, but if there is a scar-
city, my opportunity cost is a
bubble gum machine.  I hope the
services will be starting soon be-
cause those goods are two of my
wants.  Also, thank you for getting
my dog something every year.
Would you like chocolate chip
cookies with milk again this year?
Santa, I think I have been good this
year.  Good luck this year with the
toys! Sincerely,

— Caroline

Letters to Santa
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21430 Cedar Dr., Suite 110 • Sterling, VA • 703-433-9441

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web-site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials

ST. AUGUSTINE, JACKSONVILLE, AMELIA ISLAND, FLORIDA, FEB. 21–27 ..$599
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 6-Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast, 1
Lunch, 3 Dinners, Sightseeing—Call our office for a trip itinerary!

SAVANNAH FOR ST. PATRICK’S DAY MARCH 14–18..............................................$949
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 4-Nights Hotel in Historic District, Daily
Breakfast, 1 Lunch, 3 Dinners, Reserved Seating on Parade Route, City Tour, Tybee Tour,
Parties and Fun!

WOLF SANCTUARY OF PENNSYLVANIA, MARCH 27–28......................................$239
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 1-Night Hotel in Lititz, PA, Dinner &
Breakfast, Full Moon Tour with the Wolves & Day Tour with Wolves. A unique experi-
ence for animal lovers!

By Alex Cochran

Cooper Middle School, 8
th

 Grade

T
he greatest gift that I have ever received
was when many of my friends gave do
nations to I-Care I-Cure for my bar
mitzvah. I-Care I-Cure is a charitable

foundation that is very close to my heart because it
is in honor of my friend Ian, who passed away a few
years ago from cancer. His mother created the foun-
dation I-Care I-Cure in hopes of raising money so
children can receive less painful treatment for can-
cer.  I thought of the idea when many of my peers
were using their bar/bat-mitzvahs to raise money
for their favorite charities. This gift was the greatest
gift I have ever received because it made feel like I
was helping others, which overwhelmed me with
happiness.

The donations totaled up to be around five-thou-
sand dollars; enough to sponsor their next fund rais-
ing event.  The best part of this though was when
Ian’s mother called up to thank me and my twin sis-
ter, Ali, for raising all of the money.

When I first heard the idea of donating my money
instead of keeping it I hardly even considered the
idea. I thought that since I had my bar mitzvah, the
presents should be for me. I eventually came around
though and looked at the positives of donating the
money. Some of them were; I don’t need the money,
it would make me feel good, and most importantly

The Greatest Gift I
Have Ever Received

it would help others in need.
Although I may have left my bar mitzvah day with

less boxes or checks, I left with a great pride inside
of doing the right thing. It may not have been the
easiest choice or the most fun but it was definitely
the most rewarding present I have ever received,
which makes it my favorite.

Kimberly Ross, Longfellow Middle School,
7th grade

Children’s Connection
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Too much home in your home office?

Introducing an affordable alternative to full-service executive offices!

BECO BUSINESS SUITES
• Single, private, key-locked office suites from 200 to 500 square feet
• Prime locations in MD & VA: Herndon, Columbia, Rockville & Lanham
• Short-term leases available
• Pre-wired telephone & Internet access
• 24-hour card access
• Most facilities have complimentary on-site fitness centers
• Full-service Conference Room
• We make the leasing process easy and pleasurable!

Call today for details!
800.967.BECO (2326)

barbara.anderson@beconet.com

ROCKVILLE • COLUMBIA • LANHAM • HERNDON

Rates starting at $400/month!

The Doctor Behind This Beautiful Smile

KATHLEEN G. DILLON, DDS
Aesthetic & Reconstructive Dentistry

Las Vegas Institute of Dentistry Graduate
Gonzaga Mom

Reston Dental Art
11503 Sunrise Valley Drive • Reston VA 20191

DOCTOR SMILES

Call 703-244-5515
For Your Complementary Evaluation

Porcelain Veneers
Bonding

Whitening
Ceramic Crowns

Bridges
Implants

TMJ Diagnosis & Treatment
Full Mouth

Rehabilitation
Gumlifts

Sedation Dentistry

Before

After

Lesson on
Balancing School
Work, Social Life

Alex Rock, Kindergarten, Great Falls Elementary School

more important. I realized that
as I had been trying to live my life,
I was actually trying to control ev-
ery single aspect of it. Everything
had to be perfect or I couldn’t deal
with it. I had to look perfect, get
perfect grades, and overall, never
mess up. I was so afraid of looking
stupid that I guarded myself from
people. Since being shy is already
one of personality traits, I can’t af-
ford to be extremely guarded.

Over the summer I started to get
frustrated with myself, tired of try-
ing to fit in with the crowd and
always get everything right. The
more pressure I put on myself, the
more miserable I became. Don’t
get me wrong - I had a relatively
fun summer, but in the back of my
mind there was always that little
voice putting me down.

Eight grade began, and I could
feel the pressure building each day.
Balancing schoolwork and my so-
cial life was a challenge. If I felt
ugly or just depressed, I skipped
school.  This whole pattern was
beginning to run my life, and
frankly I started to become my
own worst enemy. One morning I
woke up, looked in the mirror and

From Page 7

decided that I was through with
living my life like this. Everything
just suddenly seemed so much
simpler; I realized that everyone -
from supermodels to civilians,
have flaws. Once I learned to ac-
cept myself for who I am, other
problems didn’t seem like such a

big deal. It sounds somewhat
cliché, but the most valuable les-
son I’ve learned so far is to “Let it
be.” You just have to let the little
things go, relax, and move on.  No
longer is that critical voice in my
head running my life, instead I
control my destiny.
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❦ Christopher Radko
Ornaments*

❦ Garlands

❦ Wreaths

❦ Candles

❦ Ribbon

❦ Gifts

❦ Decorations

❦ GKI Lighted Trees

Great Falls Center
9867 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA

Tel.: 703-759-2825

HolidayOff All Items50%

*Excluded from sale
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