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Fishburne Summer School ’09

Better Study Skills... 
Better
Grades.

Help your student
gain the Education
  Edge™ with

 Huntington’s Study
Skills Program.
Poor grades and low
motivation can be signs
of poor study skills.

Call Huntington today
and speak with one
of our educators.
Discover how your

child can build Skills,
Confidence and

Motivation through
our proven program.

SAT/ACT Enrolling Now!

$50 OFF
Diagnostic
Evaluation

11268 James Swart Circle
 Fairfax, VA 22030

(At the intersection of Waples Mill Road and Rt. 50)

703-359-4714

KENWOOD SCHOOL
Educational Excellence at an Affordable Price

Preschool
thru

Sixth Grade

•Financial Aid Available

•Small Classes

•Individual Attention

Register before July 4
& save $150 off

Sept. 2009 tuition.

4955 Sunset Lane
Annandale, VA

703-256-4711
www.kenwoodschool.com

Established Since 1957

● On the
Cover:
Cast members of the
production of Singing in the
Rain at Fairfax High School
participate in a rehearsal
held at the school.

Great Papers
Great Connections

Great Readers!

INTENSELY
INTERESTING

COMMUNITY
INVOLVED

COMMITTED TO
EXCELLENCE

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Education●Learning●Fun

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

Robert McIntyre will say
goodbye to all his students
when they head off for
summer break June 12. He

knows a handful of them won’t be
returning next fall because their
families cannot afford the $26,400
price tag for a year of education at
Oakwood School.

“I am focusing on the kids who can’t
come because of the money. That is
heartbreak,” said McIntyre, Oakwood’s
founder and head of school.

The 38-years old private institution in
Fairfax County caters to students with spe-
cial learning needs. Only about 110 chil-
dren attend the kindergarten-through-
eighth-grade program and there is one staff
member for every three students.

McIntyre expects anywhere from eight to
12 of his current students will not be able
to enroll next year for financial reasons.

Though Oakwood will be able fill the va-
cant attendance slots, McIntyre still wor-
ries about what will happen to the students
who cannot afford to come back.

“These kids are not coming and they des-
perately need a special education program
like ours. Our kids are all college material
but they need a chance to get the help they
need when they are younger,” he said.

This past school year, about 10 percent
of Oakwood students received some finan-
cial assistance, with most of the grants cov-
ering somewhere between a third and half
of a student’s tuition.

“This is the most aid we have ever given
in the history of the school. We typically go
into the school year with some extra funds
but we spent every nickel we have on chil-
dren who needed assistance,” said McIntyre.

Many private and parochial schools in
Northern Virginia report that requests for
financial aid surged this year, both in terms
of the number of families asking and the
total dollar amount sought.

“Given the economy, it is obviously not
surprising that among new families and
returning families, there might be an in-
crease in requests for financial aid,” said
Rachel Faulkner, chief operating officer of
the Association of Independent Schools of
Greater Washington, which includes 21

schools in Northern Virginia.
Faulkner’s association has heard from sev-

eral members who saw a jump in requests
for financial help from last year, she said.

In response to additional requests for help
this year, the Catholic Diocese of Arlington
added $250,000 to the $1.7 million it nor-
mally uses for tuition assistance. The North-
ern Virginia diocese runs 52 schools – in-
cluding five in Alexandria, seven in Arling-
ton, and 20 in Fairfax.

“We were able to secure some additional
money for families through a privately
funded grant and some emergency funds,”
said Ken Balbuena, assistant to the diocese’s
school superintendent.

NORTHERN VIRGINIA is in better eco-
nomic shape than most other parts of the
country. According to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, the region’s unemployment rate
is 5.2 percent in March 2009 compared to
8.5 nationwide at the same time.

But tens of thousands Northern Virginia
residents still lost their jobs over the last
year. The government reports that 39,023
Northern Virginia residents were unem-
ployed in March 2008. A year later, that
number had jumped to 74,183 people.

At the 21 Virginia schools that belong to
Faulkner’s private school association, the
average tuition is $20,144 for a third grader,
$21,819 for a sixth grader and $26,479 for
a 12th grader.

The Arlington’s diocese parochial schools
are cheaper, costing an average of $4,445
per elementary school student and $9,348
per high school student.

In the 2008-2009 school year, the inde-

pendent school association’s 21 Virginia
schools doled out $21.5 million in finan-
cial aid to approximately 16 percent of their
population. The median endowment was
$1.3 million. Approximately 35.5 percent
of students at the diocese’s schools also re-
ceived aid last year, according to Balbuena.

FOR SOME SCHOOLS, the increase in
financial aid requests is coming from cur-
rent families who never had to ask for help
but are now struggling to cover tuition.

“We don’t normally see that at all. But
now, we are seeing it a little bit because
people have lost jobs in this economy,” said
Stacey Ahner, director of institutional ad-
vancement at Flint Hill School in Oakton.

Depending on the grade level, Flint Hill
tuition ranges from approximately $24,000
to $27,500. Ahner said the school normally
allocates about $2 million in financial aid
to 15 percent of its student body each year.

“We give priority to the students who are
already here. …We don’t have sufficient aid
to meet everyone’s needs,” said Ahner.

The Potomac School in McLean has never
had to turn a student away for financial
reasons, even though they saw a significant
increase in requests for assistance this year.

“Once the students are accepted, they are
part of the Potomac family. We do every-
thing that we can to make it possible for
those students to attend Potomac,” said
Sheila O’Marah, assistant head of school
and director of financial aid.

Depending on the grade level, tuition
ranges from $24,000 to $27,500 at Potomac
and approximately 15 percent of the stu-
dent body receives assistance.

O’Marah said about eight families with a
total of 11 or 12 students currently enrolled
in the school sought financial help for the
first time this year but the school was able
to ensure that the students could stay.

A few schools said they are looking at
grants or doing more fundraising to help
meet new demands for financial aid.

“We have extended ourselves further than
we ever have before and it impinges on us
to get a new source of support for next year
but we are committed to do so,” said Zvi
Schoenberg, head of school at Gesher Jew-
ish Day School in Fairfax.

THOUGH SCHOOLS saw an increase in
requests for financial aid, most said they
have not seen a drop off in applications or
their enrollment numbers.

“Our applications were down slightly but
not significantly enough to cause concern,”
said Kerry Moody, director of admissions
and financial aid at The Langley School in
McLean.

Paul VI High School had been apprehen-
sive about a drop in applications and en-
rollment earlier in the year but has seen
both remain steady, according to Eileen
Hanley, who works in admissions.

The increase in class size at Fairfax County
Public Schools may have contributed to in-
terest remaining high, she said. Tuition at
the Catholic high school in Fairfax is about
$9,200 for members of the Arlington dio-
cese and $12,100 for non-Catholics.

“People are looking for value and, as long
as they are getting a good value and educa-
tion, they are willing to sacrifice the money,”
said Hanley.

Private Schools Feel
The Economy’s Pinch
Local schools report
increase in requests
for financial aid.
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On the Madiera campus earlier this year, students enjoy a bit of sun and spring air between classes.
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For bright students with challenges in communication,
socialization, language, and organization

Visit our website for upcoming information session dates

www.theauburnschool.org
admissions@theauburnschool.org ● 703-967-2462

● Expertise in Asperger’s and NVLD
● Small classes, trained staff
● Integrated social skills programs
● Individualized and multi-sensory instruction
● Research-based programs
● Arts, drama, physical education and learning activities
● Support services available

OPENING FALL 2009
NORTHERN VIRGINIA

GRADES 1 - 8

Now! Complete Print Editions
Online!

M

The full print editions of all 17

Connection Newspapers are

now available on our Web Site

in PDF format, page by page,

identical to our weekly

newsprint editions, including

print advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click on “Print Editions.”
PRINT EDITIONS

Education●Learning●Fun

●School Search Timeline
AUGUST: Finalize schools that you plan to inquire about.
SEPTEMBER

● Request admissions and financial aid material by phone or
online.

● Review admissions materials to determine which schools to
visit.

● Keep a calendar of pertinent deadlines for admission and
financial aid and procedures, such as when schools start taking
reservations for individual tours and interviews.

● Register for standardized tests—the SSAT or ISEE (for
middle school and high school).

● Review the test Web sites to learn procedures and see sample
questions; consider whether you want to buy a test-preparation
book.

● Call to schedule individual tours, interviews, class visits, and
“shadow days.” Ask elementary schools about their test schedules
and how to make an appointment.
OCTOBER

● Visit open houses.
● Call to schedule tours, interviews, class visits, and school-

based tests if you haven’t already.
● Attend information sessions and take tours.
● Finalize school(s) to which you will make application.
● Take standardized test.

NOVEMBER
● Follow through on activities you may not have completed,

such as scheduling tours, interviews, class visits, and standardized
or school-based tests.

● Continue to watch for open houses you may want to attend.
● Start lining up teacher recommendations.
● Start working on applications, financial aid forms, student

questionnaires, essays, etc.
DECEMBER Complete any remaining applications, question-
naires, etc. Most application materials are due in January or early
February.

Adapted from the Na-
tional Association
of Independent Schools.

For more, visit the Parents’ Guide
from the National Association of
Independent Schools at
www.nais.org/go/parents.

Start Early
Public schools take in new children

all year round. But not independent
schools. Most schools’ admissions and
financial aid timelines are like col-
leges; applicants start the process al-
most a year before they plan to at-
tend.

Learn the deadlines — for both ad-
mission and financial aid — by check-
ing Web sites. Call individual schools
if you have questions. The entire pro-
cess will be easier on your family if
you know the deadlines, keep track
of them carefully, and give yourself
plenty of time to meet them.

Do Your Homework
Start by working with your family

to determine your ideal educational
community. Ask yourself whether the
school would be: small or large; day
school or boarding school; coeduca-
tional or single-sex; traditional or pro-

Choosing the Right School
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●Local School Tuition
NAME LOCATION TUITION (GRADES)
Alexandria County Day School Alexandria $19,830 (K-3)

$21,430 (4-8)
Bishop Ireton High School* Alexandria $10,400 (parishioner)

$11,800 (Catholic non-parishioner)
$14,950 (non-Catholic)

Bishop O’Connell High School* Arlington $9,200 (parishioner)
$10,630 (Catholic non-parishioner)
$13,245 (non-Catholic)

Browne Academy Alexandria $12,975 (preschool)
$21,505 (K-8)

Burgundy Farm Country Day Alexandria $20,575 (jr. K/K)
$21,520 (1-5)
$22,675 (6-8)

Commonwealth Academy Alexandria $28,336
The Congressional Schools of Virginia Falls Church $17,770 (K) to

$20,500 (8)
Episcopal High School Alexandria $40,875 (boarding)
Flint Hill School Oakton $21,370 (jr. K)

$24,050 (K-4)
$26,460 (5-8)
$27,510 (9-12)

Gesher Jewish Day School Fairfax $15,950
Green Hedges School Vienna $11,754 (pre-K) to

$20,924 (8)
The Langley School McLean $12,600 (pre-K)

$24,140 (K-5)
$25,410 (6-8)

The Madeira School McLean $35,050 (day student)
$46,160 (boarding student)

Oakcrest School McLean $14,721 (6-8)
$15,696 (9-12)

Oakwood School Annandale $26,400
Paul VI High School* Fairfax $9,270 (parishioner)

$12,140 (non-Catholic)
The Potomac School McLean $24,340 (K-3)

$25,930 (4-6)
$27,445 (7-12)

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School Alexandria $20,400 (jr.K)
$22,840 (K-5)
$24,710 (6-8)
$26,925 (9-12)

Westminster School Annandale $16,856

SOURCE: school Web sites and the Catholic Diocese of Arlington.

Education●Learning●Fun
gressive; source of special pro-
grams; representing a diverse
community; and/or sensitive to
your child’s special needs.

Consider the Possibilities
Call potential schools to re-

quest admissions literature, and
examine their Web sites. Then
compare what you read there
with what you’re looking for in
your ideal school. Among the
questions you should ask your-
self about each school:

Basic Facts: How many stu-
dents does the school have?
Where is it, and how does the
location affect your transporta-
tion needs?

For high schools, what are the
graduation requirements?
What percentage of students
enter college, and what kinds
of colleges do they attend? Is
the school accredited, and if so,
by whom?

Educational Quality: What is
the school’s mission, and does
its philosophy appeal to you?
Does it have a particular edu-
cational focus? Is the atmo-
sphere competitive? Nurturing?
Or what?

Beyond the Basics: What

types of learning experiences
are available — in class, on the
playing field, in extracurricular
activities, and in community
service? Do the school materi-
als discuss parental involve-
ment?

Costs: What is the tuition?
Are there extra charges, such as
for books, lab fees, transporta-
tion, and so on? What are the
school’s financing options?
What is the financial aid appli-
cation process? When are the
deadlines?

The Open House: Although
the majority of open houses
occur in the fall, some schools
have one right after the first of
the year. Most schools list open
houses in the admissions sec-
tion of their Web sites; if you
can’t find the information there,
call the admissions office.

Check to see if you need to
register or if you can just drop
in. Also find out if there will be
a formal welcome at the open
house and what time it will oc-
cur. This brief presentation is an
ideal opportunity to hear how
the school head and admissions
director speak of the school.
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DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIE COUNTRY
DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS

Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment
in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS,

A SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END-OF-THE-SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION

BY OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES SIX-ELEVEN YEARS

 GRADES 1-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,
Fairview, White Oaks, and Cherry Run

Elementary Schools. Emphasis on special
events, sports, time for homework, and student’s

choice of activities.

KINDERGARTEN
Registrations are now being accepted for the
2009-2010 School Year. Two Virginia certified
teachers per classroom. Program emphasizes

language arts, math, computer literacy, science,
social studies, social development, art, music

and physical development.

KIDDIE COUNTRY I
Burke Centre

Fairfax Station (Fairfax)
6000 Schoolhouse Woods Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-250-6550

KIDDIE COUNTRY II
Burke-Springfield

Fairfax Station (Lorton)
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-644-0066

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facilities!

(Both Schools Winners
of American Institute
of Architects Awards)

www.kiddiecountry.com

REGISTER
NOW!

SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum • Degreed Teachers • Registered Nurse • Music Director • Nutritious

Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks • Heated Swimming Pools • Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
• Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents • State Licensed


