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See Natural,  Page 4

By Julia O’Donoghue

J
ane Luce moved to
Great Falls three years
ago after finding she
was running out of

garden space at her home in
Reston.

A landscape architect and
artist, Luce wanted a place with
more land. She eventually found
a deck house made out of teak
and mahogany wood in the
perfect location.

She describes the architecture
of her home as “a little bit eccen-
tric” and said you can hear the
sound of Great Falls from her
property on a quiet night.

“For me, it was primarily the
landscape and the closeness to
the park [that drew me to the
house.]  It is perfect for an artist,
this home,” said Luce.

Luce and her husband have
done some additional work to
the house, such as adding a new
master bedroom on the ground
floor. They also built a serene,
year-round spa area, with a
whirlpool, at the rear of the
home.

“When you are in [the spa], it
feels like you are in a tropical
place,” she said.

Luce spent a lot of time outside
in the woods as a child and has
tried to keep all qualities of her
home nature oriented.

“I have tried to keep a view to
the outdoors no matter which
way you are facing inside,” she
said.

Luce has used her artistic
attention to detail when decorat-
ing the home. When she couldn’t
find an appropriate grasscloth
wallpaper for the kitchen, she
started painting her own design
directly on the wall.

A landscape architect, Luce
also designed the entire outdoor

Landscape

A Chinese Maple rises up by the drive at the
entranceway to the Luce-Smith home in Great Falls.

A skylight spa leads from the new master
bedroom.

The theme of the woodland and the
water is reflected in the artist’s
choice of window treatments and
colors throughout the home.

Detail of windows above the spa.

Photos by Louise Krafft





Ideas? E-mail HomeLifeStyle@ConnectionNewspapers.com
H

om
eL

ife
St

yl
e ❖

 M
cL

ea
n 

C
on

ne
cti

on
 ❖

 M
ay

/J
un

e 2
00

9

6H
L
S

In April, 58 home in the area
sold for $1 million or more.Sold: Million-dollar Homes
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7837 Westmont Ln (a 7BR, 7
FB, 3 HB) Detached Home on
1.28 acres in Garfield Park for
$2,450,000 on April 24, 2009.

8300 Summerwood Dr (a
4BR, 4 FB, 1 HB) Detached

Home on 0.83 acres in
Summerwood for $1,440,000

on April 08, 2009.

 McLean
❖ 7837 Westmont Ln (a 7BR, 7 FB, 3 HB) Detached Home on 1.28 acres

in Garfield Park for $2,450,000 on April 24, 2009.
❖ 1575 Maddux Ln (a 5BR, 5 FB, 1 HB) Detached Home on 0.48 acres

in Chalice Crest for $2,104,800 on April 22, 2009.
❖ 6510 Chesterfield Ave (a 5BR, 4 FB, 1 HB) Detached Home on 0.23

acres in Chesterbrook Gardens for $1,375,000 on April 13, 2009.
❖ 7115 Capitol View Dr (a 5BR, 4 FB, 1 HB) Detached Home on 0.47

acres in Old Dominion Gardens for $1,500,000 on April 10, 2009.
❖ 1135 Bellview Rd (a 5BR, 5 FB) Detached Home on 5.02 acres in

McLean for $1,500,000 on April 30, 2009.
❖ 8300 Summerwood Dr (a 4BR, 4 FB, 1 HB) Detached Home on 0.83

acres in Summerwood for $1,440,000 on April 08, 2009.
❖ 1859 Patton Ter (a 5BR, 5 FB, 1 HB) Detached Home on 0.26 acres in

Chesterbrook for $1,300,000 on April 08, 2009.
❖ 6315 Evermay Dr (a 4BR, 4 FB) Detached Home on 0.55 acres in

Evermay for $1,266,000 on April 01, 2009.
❖ 1512 Pathfinder Ln (a 6BR, 6 FB, 1 HB) Detached Home On 0.23 acres

in West McLean for $1,220,000 on April 16, 2009.
❖ 1448 Highwood Dr (a 4BR, 3 FB, 1 HB) Detached Home on 0.39 acres

in Chesterbrook Woods for $1,030,000 on April 24, 2009.
❖ 1611 Aerie Ln (a 4BR, 3 FB, 1 HB) Detached Home on 0.21 acres in

McLean Oaks for $1,000,000 on April 30, 2009.

 Falls Church
❖ 2022 Leonard Rd (a 5BR, 7 FB, 1 HB) Detached Home on 0.35 acres

in Leonard for $1,100,000 on April 30, 2009.
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From Page 3

area at her home.
The landscaping goes

from a more natural, wild
feel to a more cultivated
look as it wraps around
the house. She wanted the
design to flow from the
dense woods around her
property to the yard.

Many of the large stone
benches Luce built herself
at the side of the house
are rugged and look as if
they just happened to
grow out of the ground.
But the rear of the home

Landscape designer Jane Leigh LuceEntering the garden, a waterfall flows.
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has a wooden deck
and manicured
lawn.

Luce uses a mix of
native plants like
ferns, which would
grow wild in that
area, and cultivated
species, like or-
chids, that need
human attention
and care.

“The ferns make it
feel like the woods
where I grew up,”
said Luce.



By Louise Krafft

T
he children were
almost out of school
and Suzie Buck
became inspired.

She gathered years of her son’s
t-shirts from age six through his
college years and got to work.
She began by making the blocks
and then one by one sized them,
backed them and proceeded to
sew them into a quilt.  The quilt
was her college graduation
present to him.  That was Suzie’s
first quilt.

Many, many, many quilts later
Suzie is still up early in the
mornings and heads straight into
her studio to continue working
on one of her many open

projects. She smiles as she de-
scribes her husband’s outlook on
her work: “Suzie may be the only
person I know who wakes up
early and heads straight to her
studio and begins working before
having a cup of coffee.”

Suzie joined the McLean Chap-
ter of Northern Virginia Quilters
Unlimited.  The chapter pres-
ently has over 125 members of
the 1,300 member quilters in
Northern Virginia. The McLean
Chapter meets monthly at the
McLean Baptist Church on Chain
Bridge Road. Smaller bees meet
weekly in homes or at the
church.

For more information on
Quilters Unlimited visit
www.quiltersunlimited.org.

36th  ANNUAL
QUILTERS
UNLIMITED
QUILT SHOW
June 5, 6 and 7
Dulles Expo Center
North Hall
Chantilly, Virginia

SHOW HOURS AND
ADMISSION
Friday, June 5
open 10 to 6

Saturday, June 6
open 10 to 5

Sunday, June 7
open 11 to 4

www.quiltersunlimited.org.

In the Arlington Quilting
Studio of Suzie Buck

Suzie Buck selects a few fabrics from her
fabric closet in her quilting studio at her
North Arlington home.

Photo by Louise Krafft


