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S
arah Kackar arrived at the St. Clements
Church Hall on Sunday, Jan. 31, with a
cookie mixer, baking sheets and ingredients

for four batches of chocolate Chip Cookies.
Kackar and Jack  Park are the group leaders of

the Middle School Youth Group.  Sunday’s project,
which had been postponed because of weather, was
to prepare cookies for the overnight visitors in the
overflow homeless shelters open in the city.  The
children divided into work stations, Alexander and
David Tyson along with Roxanne King and Jack
Park measured out the dry ingredients while Falen
Mehari and Alexandria Devan creamed the butter
and sugar.  Lauren Borden

Baking for
The Homeless

Mount Vernon residents Alexander and
David Tyson get some help from Sarah
Kackar in measuring out the flour.

Jack Park measures out a
cup of sugar.

Falen Mehari and Alexandria
Devan cream the butter.

Falen Mehari loosens the
cookies from the trays.

helped with spooning cookie dough onto the cook-
ing sheets.  As a treat for the group, the last cookie
out was a large one that was cut into a serving for

everyone.

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

T
his year, William Clendaniel is set to
retire. Again.

The veteran educator already retired
once — from Fairfax County, back in 2008.

That was when the Pennsylvania native stepped
down after eight years as principal of Langley High
School in Fairfax County. But the unexpected resig-
nation of T.C. Williams High School Principal Mel
Riddile in May 2008 brought Clendaniel out of re-
tirement and into back into service as interim prin-
cipal. As the search for a new principal dragged on,
Clendaniel’s temporary interim appointment became

a long-term gig until this week,
when he announced his second re-
tirement.

“I can’t say I’m surprised,” said
Cindy Anderson, president of the
T.C. Williams High School Parent
Teacher Student Association. “I
didn’t expect him to stay on a long
time, although it was nice that he
was able to provide some continu-
ity during a time when the school
system needed it.”

The interim principal came on
board when the school system was in a state of dra-
matic reorganization, serving under an interim prin-
cipal and an interim personnel director in the sum-
mer of 2008. The $100 million new high school build

S
ome call it Uptown. Others
call it Parker Gray. Its neigh-
borhood association used to

be known as the Inner City, al-
though it’s now been changed to
West Old Town. Whatever you call
it, the National Register of Historic
Places wants you to know it’s his-
toric.

The listing provides formal rec-
ognition of historical, architectural
and archeological significance for
the historically black neighbor-
hood. Boundaries of the new his-
toric district are Cameron Street
up to First Street, and North Co-
lumbus Street to Buchanan and

North West Streets.
“We’re glad the neighborhood

has finally received the designa-
tion and that tax credits are now
available,” said Leslie Zupan,
former president of the civic asso-
ciation and administrator of the
neighborhood blog. “But it has
been a remarkably long process
and not all of the information was
well-considered.”

The nomination recognizes the
historic architecture of the district
and social history of the Uptown/
Parker-Gray Historic District, in

By Michael Lee Pope
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F
acing a dramatic rise in
enrollment, school offi-
cials are preparing to
t a k e

unprecedented
steps to handle
the ever-increas-
ing crunch of stu-
dents flooding
into the school
system. Under a
proposal known
as “modified
open enroll-
ment” now un-
der review by the School Board,
school administrators would be
able to institute enrollment caps
at schools that are at capacity. Any

new families that enroll at schools
that are over capacity will be
forced to choose a different school.

“This is a short-term fix,” said
School Board Chairwoman
Yvonne Folkerts. “In the long term,

we would really
like to see some
new schools
built.”

The city school
system already
owns a plot of
land in Potomac
Yard for the con-
struction of a fu-
ture elementary
school, although

no plans currently exist to make
that happen. And the School Board

Enrollment jump forces school
officials to consider capping.

Not This School

Registering Uptown
Historically black neighborhood
gets listing in National Register.

See Enrollment,  Page 5

See Getting Listed,  Page 3
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T.C.’s Clendaniel To Step Down
Looking for third new
principal in four years.

See T.C.’s Clendaniel,  Page 3

“This will provide
more choice. But
it won’t be
unlimited choice.”

— School Board member
Charles Wilson

William
Clendaniel
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From Page 1

News

From Page 1

ing had only recently opened, and the parking ga-
rage had yet to be constructed. When Superinten-
dent Morton Sherman took charge in August 2008,
one of the first decisions he made was to reject the
three finalists for the position as principal of the high
school.

“The finalists we interviewed were all very good,”
said Sherman at the time. “But I want to continue to
look for the best fit for T.C.”

CLENDANIEL TURNED out to be the best fit, lead-
ing the city’s only high school during a period of dra-
matic change. Clendaniel received a degree in el-
ementary education from California University of
Pennsylvania and started his career as a teacher in
Prince William County as a sixth-grade social stud-
ies and English teacher. He then moved to Fairfax
County to accept a job at Fairview Elementary School
before becoming a vocational counselor at Edison
High School and later assistant principal of Langley

cluding the African-American
contribution to the neighborhood
since its inclusion within Alexan-
dria City boundaries in the 1790s.
The listing identifies nearly a thou-
sand contributing structures
within the district.

“The city of Alexandria is excited
to have the National Park Service
accept the Parker-Gray Historic
District as a National Register Dis-
trict after many years of work by
the community,” said Mayor Bill
Euille in a written statement an-
nouncing the designation. “This
nomination documents the history
of the neighborhood and African-
American heritage for present and
future generations. It will also en-

Neighborhood Listed in Register

Safety patrol for Parker-Gray High School in the 1940s.
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able owners of eligible property in
the district to benefit from federal
and state tax credit programs

when restoring their historic build-
ings.”

— Michael Lee Pope

High School. He was principal at Langley from 2000
to 2008.

“Once you get a taste of leadership, it’s kind of in
your blood,” said Clendaniel in a 2008 interview. “I
think a particular strength I have is to sort out issues
and make good choices, whether that would be per-
sonnel issues or whether that would be issues about
the operation of a school.”

School officials say the decision for Clendaniel to
retire was prompted by preparations for a visioning
committee, which the superintendent has created to
craft a new direction for the future. Sherman told
Clendaniel that he wanted a high school principal
that was willing to make a commitment for the next
three to five years to see the process through. But
that was more of a commitment than Clendaniel was
willing to make.

“We’re looking for someone who is willing to make
a long-term commitment,” said School Board chair-
woman Yvonne Folkerts. “We need to raise the bar
at T.C. Williams, and we want someone who can help
us accomplish that.”

T.C.’s Clendaniel To Step Down

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

D
emocratic Alexandria
Mayor Bill Euille and
Republican Gov. Bob

McDonnell don’t agree on
much. But the two politicians
from opposite sides of the aisle
are in agreement about one
pressing issue now under con-
sideration in official Washing-
ton. Both would like to make
sure that Guantanamo detain-
ees don’t stand trial in Alexan-
dria.

“We are very concerned about
the impact of such an action on
our residents and businesses
who are located near the fed-
eral courthouse,” Euille wrote
in a letter to Democratic U.S.
Sen. Mark Warner, an Old Town
resident.

Over the years, Alexandria’s
jail has hosted a who’s who of
high-profile federal defendants
on trial at the federal court-
house. The list includes
Zacharias Moussaoui, Judy
Miller, Aldrich Ames and Rob-
ert Hanssen. Yet Euille and
McDonnell both
say they would
like to make sure
that Virginia
does not become
the venue for tri-
als that could be-
come costly and
disruptive.

“Officials in
New York City
have made clear
they do not want
a disruptive civil-
ian trial of 9/11 mastermind
Khalid Sheikh Mohammad tak-
ing place in that city,” said
McDonnell in a written state-
ment issued Monday. “As they
are appropriately acting in the
best interest of their citizens,
today I am doing the same for
the citizens of the common-
wealth of Virginia.”

CITY OFFICIALS say the
Moussoui trial happened at a
time when the Carlyle neigh-
borhood was largely undevel-
oped. Since that time, the
United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office was relocated to
the area and several new high-
rise buildings have been con-
structed. An area set aside for
the press is now the location of

a major hotel, and another
large hotel has also opened its
doors very close to the federal
courthouse. Because security
precautions for Moussoui called
for Alexandria public-safety of-
ficials to close roads and detour
routes, Euille says recent devel-
opment in the area will make

transporting de-
fendants to and
from the court-
house difficult.

“During busi-
ness hours, there
are now over
10,000 residents
and workers in
the blocks imme-
diately sur-
rounding the Al-
exandria U.S.
District Court-

house trials,” Euille wrote in a
Jan. 13 letter to Warner. “With
recent development in the area,
it will be difficult to accommo-
date a series of high profile tri-
als of Guantanamo Bay prison-
ers without major traffic disrup-
tions to residents, workers and
visitors at a significant cost to
the city.”

Through a spokesman, Alex-
andria Sheriff Dana Lawhrone
said he has yet to hear from the
Department of Justice or the
United States Marshall Service
about any plans to detain
Guantanamo detainees at the
city’s courthouse.

“We haven’t heard a word,”
said Harry Covert, a spokesman
for Lawhorne. “We’re still wait-
ing just like everybody else.”

City and state officials are
imploring Washington to keep
Gitmo detainees out of Alexandria.

Someplace Else

The trial and sentencing
of Zacharias Moussaoui
was a media circus that
stretched on for years.
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“With recent
development in
the area, it will
be difficult to
accommodate
a series of high

P
hotographer Judy Heffner will be at A Show
of Hands in Del Ray this Saturday, Feb. 6 to
sign her book, “On the Avenue, Faces of Del

Ray,” which features Del Ray business owners.
The idea for the book grew out of a project to docu-

ment the “New Northern Virginia” for Northern Vir-
ginia Community College. While most of the partici-
pants in the project concentrated on big ideas like
traffic congestion and large construction sites,
Heffner, who is primarily a portrait photographer,
chose to focus her camera on Del Ray business own-
ers.

The book is being sold exclusively at A Show of
Hands at 2301 Mount Vernon Ave., Del Ray. Heffner
will be signing copies of her book at the store this
Saturday, Feb. 6, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more

information call the store at 703-683-2905 or visit
the Web site at www.ashowofhands.biz.

— Sandy Levitz Lunner

Del Ray Featured in New Book
Second book signing this
Saturday at A Show of Hands.

Photographer Judy Heffner with her
book, “On the Avenue, Faces of Del Ray.”
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Help your Partner Avoid Serious Health Consequences
••• FREE eBook •••

www.SleepVirginia.com
703-967-3770

ARE YOU SLEEPING WITH
A FREIGHT TRAIN?

News

N
either rain, nor snow, nor
dark of night …” was the
headline of the Saturday
afternoon email  re-

minder that the Chamber of Commerce’s
Winter Gala celebrating its new chairman
Charles Banta, general manager of the
Hilton Alexandria Mark Center, was still on
despite the continued snowfall. And saloon
doors did open as promised at 6 p.m. Kerry
Donley took over as auctioneer in the live
auction at the conclusion of dinner.  Music
was performed by Kaleidoscope. The Hilton
offered a discounted room rate for gala
guests who were unsure of the road condi-
tions returning home at the end of the
evening.

Chamber Hosts
Wild West Gala

2010 Alexan-
dria Chamber
of Commerce
Chairman
Charles
Banta, gen-
eral manager
of the Hilton
Alexandria
Mark Center.

Joe Collum and Tina Leone

Dan and Sarah Marks, Cathy Puskar, Jennifer and Joe Collum get ready
for the chamber party.
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Behind the Scenes
COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS
Amanda Chandler, Foster Care Alumni of America
Sally Vaquero, The Engineering Groupe, Inc.
SILENT AUCTION CHAIR
Jana Gilbert, The Engineering Groupe, Inc.
COMMITTEE
Viki Birkett, Embellishments of Alexandria of

Alexandria
Caren Camp, HelmsBriscoe
Stephanie Clayton, Federal City Caterers
Heidi Coblentz, Hilton Alexandria Mark Center
Connie Dale, Dale Photo Imaging
Pam DeCandio, Burke&Herbert Bank & Trust

Company
Darlene Duffet, Darlene Duffet Design
Jane Hughes, Alexandria Gazette Packet
Katharine Medina, Rebuilding Together Alexandria
Jay Palermino, Best Solutions Consulting
Cathy Puskar, Walsh Colucci, Lubeley, Emrich &

Walsh, PC
Janelle Schmidt, Director of Events, Alexandria

Camber of Commerce
Catherine Roper, Vice President of Operations,

Alexandria Chamber of Commerce

“

The Course of Empire
Alexandria’s West End can hardly be considered a frontier. It’s a thoroughly mod-

ern area with overcrowded elementary schools and a handful of industrial sites.
But it’s also an area in the midst of dramatic change, including a small-area plan set
to be completed this year that will determine its future. And now, there’s a new
sheriff in town.

His name is Charlie Banta, manager of the 30-story Hilton Alexandria Mark
Center — the tallest building in the city with sweeping views of Alexandria, Arling-
ton and Fairfax County. Tumbleweeds were struggling through the snowfall Satur-
day night when Banta was installed as the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce’s
chairman for 2010. The theme of the gala was, naturally, the Wild West.

“I pledge to you that the chamber is going to be better and stronger this time next
year,” Banta told chamber members before hitting the dance floor.

Respectable ladies appeared as saloon girls. A prominent city businesswoman
donned an outlandish Indian headdress. Leather chaps mingled with tuxedo jack-
ets and blue jeans in a festive western-inspired chuck wagon gala. The theme seemed
to offer endless possibilities.

“This is going to be one rootin’ tootin’ bronco bustin’ good year,” explained cham-
ber president Tina Leone.

Money-Shaped Snowflakes
Many businesses start worrying when snow begins to fall from the sky. Not Flippo

Construction. They know that snowflakes might as well be dollar signs falling from
the sky.

“Yes,” admits superintendent Joel Koziol. “It helps us.”
For more than 20 years, Flippo had held a contract with the city of Alexandria to

plow some of the snow on city roads. Although most of the streets are cleared by
city employees using city-owned vehicles, Flippo takes care of a handful of West
End streets. Koziol says the contract keeps his employees working at a time when
construction sites close down.

“We don’t do a lot of excavating in the snow,” said Koziol. “So this is a way for us
to keep us going in bad weather.”

A Taxing Meal
That cheeseburger you had for lunch helped fill potholes, pay for snow plowing

and keep the lights on at City Hall. Alexandria’s restaurant meals tax is expected to
provide more than $15 million to city coffers this year.

That’s a lot of dough. But revenue isn’t keeping up with expectations.
According to the city’s most recent financial report, the city had already collected

$4.8 million at this point last year. Yet city tax collectors have only received about
$4.7 million so far this fiscal year. That’s a 2 percent drop overall, although some
businesses actually increased their business and paid more in taxes.

“Our business has been up over the last year,” said Karen Bettius, manager of
Chadwick’s of Old Town. “But I know business for a lot of other restaurants has
been down. We must be taking their customers.”

The restaurant meals tax was hiked from 3 percent to 4 percent back in 2008 —
producing about $5 million extra revenue directly from restaurant diners. That’s on
top of money the city already gets in sales taxes. City officials say 80 percent of the
money comes from food sales, with the remainder tacked onto alcoholic drinks.

“I can’t say I’ve had any customers complain about having the extra tax added to
their bills,” said Shayna McKillop, manager of La Tasca. “So overall, I would say
that the tax increase was pretty easy to absorb.”

— Michael Lee Pope

Business Matters
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OPEN HOUSE   Tuesday, February 16th 9:15 – 11:30 a.m.

Meeting House Cooperative Preschool
…..Where Families Grow Together

Meeting House Cooperative Preschool
318 S. Royal Street, Old Town, Alexandria • 703-549-8037

Morning Toddler and
Preschool Programs
18 months – 5 years

• Child-Centered Learning Environment
• Parent Collaboration with Classroom Teachers
• Spanish and Sign Language Classes
• Visiting Artists Program (in conjunction
  with the Torpedo Factory)
• Monthly Performing Arts Programs
• In-House Speech and Occupational Therapists
• Learn Through Play
• Fostering Independence

From Page 1

News

has been considering a public-private
partnership to construct a new facility for
Jefferson-Houston Elementary School.
School officials say that leaves them with a
serious enrollment problem that could be
solved — at least temporarily — by modi-
fied open enrollment.

“This will not affect students who are
currently enrolled or their siblings,” wrote
Superintendent Morton Sherman in a blog

post about the policy proposal. “This will
only affect new students enrolling in ACPS.”

THE POLICY change is on the fast track
for approval, with the issue working its way
through committee this week before receiv-
ing a public hearing this weekend. A policy
change could come as soon as late Febru-
ary, allowing the School Board to align the
policy change with potential cost savings
in its proposed budget. Yet since Sherman
first started talking about the policy change

last month, parents throughout the city have
been skeptical about what this would mean
for the city’s children.

“I feel bad for the kids who are going to
be bused across town because they didn’t
meet the first-come-first-served threshold,”
said Ryan Donmoyer, a parent at MacArthur
Elementary School. “Maybe this is unavoid-
able, but I think the school system should
take the time to explain what the alterna-
tives are before adopting a change as dras-
tic as this.”

School officials say the modified open
enrollment would solve several problems at
once. The immediate concern of overcrowd-
ing could be solved at elementary schools
such as Tucker, Mason, Lyles-Crouch and
Maury. It would also allow for a more effi-
cient use of unused space at elementary
schools such as Jefferson-Houston, Barrett,
Mount Vernon and Cora Kelly. Meanwhile,
it would give parents more options for
which schools their children can attend —

Enrollment Caps Considered To Address Overcrowding

See Enrollment,  Page 7
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com,Realtors®

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

THINKING OF A REAL ESTATE CAREER? Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.

Alexandria $499,900
You will love this bright spacious 3 bedrm, 2 bath home w/garage & huge
fenced yard. Gleaming hardwd, freshly painted, 2 fireplaces & double deck.
See Virtual Tour @www.cindyandleslieWichert.com

3113 Madison Hill Court
Cindy Baggett 703-593-1418  Leslie Rodriquez 703-400-3010

Alexandria
$420,000

Adorable three level 2
bedrm, 2 bath TH
w/patio backing to
common area. NEW
kitchen & baths.  Fully
finished LL & gleaming
hardwoods. Walk to
shopping, restaurants
& easy commute to Old
Town & D. C.

2221 Dearing
Street

Julie Hall
703-786-3634

Alex/Rosemont’
Classic Rosemont bungalow full of charm & loaded w/recent updates!
This 3 bedrm, 2 bath home has 3 finished levels & garage & is ideally
located just blocks from 2 metros, shops & restaurants in Old Town.

18 E. Walnut Street
Christine Garner  703-587-4855

Leesburg $1,299,900
Unique home situated on the 15th hole of River Creek Golf course overlooking
the Potomac River.  Three level colonial w/6 bedrms, 4.5 baths, decks off 2 story
family rm & main level master suite. Finished walk-out LL w/in-law suite.

18200 Shinniecock Hills Place
Angela Sherrill  703-615-3033

Alexandria
$259,000

Tucked in a
courtyard for privacy
thei 2 bedrm, 1 bath
condo has updted
kitchen,  new
windows, new doors,
pass thru between
kitchen and dining
area & 3 ceiling fans.
Walk to shopping
center & bike path
along the river.
66616 Wakefield

Drive E B-1

Fred Smith
571-215-3733

LU
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Alexandria
$325,000

Beautiful 2 level, 2.5 bath
home w/crown molding,
granite counters, SS
appliances, all upgraded
and in GREAT condition.
Balcony off family room.
Easy commute location
near 495 & Van Dorn
Metro. Fabulous value!

5992 Kimberly
Anne Way

Julie Hall
703-786-363

Alexandria
$595,000

Shows like a model!
Spacious end TH w/4
bedrm, 3.5 bathss,
wood flrs & 2 car
garage. Just 1 mile
to Eisenhower Metro
& convenient to
shops & businesses
at The Carlyle & Old
Town.

102 Lake Cook
Drive

Christine
Garner

703-587-4855

Alex/Old Town
$599,000

5 blocks to
metro! Urban
village life in this
brick 2 level TH
w/2 bedrms,
fireplace & off
street parking!

1317 Prince
Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

MONTE
BE

LL
O

Alex/Rosemont
Update Craftsman style home w/3 bedrms, 1 bath, garage & huge yard.
Unfinished LL, walk-up attic & 7,250 SF lot offering expansion
opportunities. Blocks to metro, shops & restaurants in Old Town & Del Ray

22 West Braddock Road
Christine Garner  703-587-4855

Alexandria $575,000
Beautiful TH w/3 bedrms, 2.5 baths & 3 lvl bump-out extension. Hardwd flrs on
main level, all new SS appl. & new HVAC.  Fabulous master suite w/separate
sitting rm, vaulted ceilings & lrge walk-in closet. 2 car garage & less than 1 mile  to
Huntington Metro. bobbazzle@gmail.com / www.bobbazzle.com.

5638 Governors Pond Circle
Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964

Alexandria South $449,900
You will love this bright, immaculately maintained 2 bedrm, 2 bath + den
home w/garage & storage spaces. 1525 SF to spread out in w/renovated
kitchen, den w/views & a huge wrap around balcony,  See virtual Tour @
www.circlepix.com/home /XNAME4.

5904 Mount Eagle Drive
Cindy Baggett 703-593-1418  Leslie Rodriquez 703-400-3010
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Arlington $149,900
Fully renovated large efficiency in heart of Rosslyn .  Parking space
included. River Place  Co-ops are easy to buy! Gorgreous views from
the unit of Washington Monument & the Capitol. 3 block to metro!

1121 Arlington Blvd.  #412
Phil Cefaratti   703-371-7601
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Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Agora Agape
A Home-based

Business Bazaar

www.bethany-lcms.org

2501 Beacon Hill Road
Alexandria, VA

703-765-8255

Bethany Lutheran
Church and Preschool

Saturday, February 13
10:00a.m. - 2:00p.m.

Discovery Toys
Longaberger

Tastefully Simple
The Pampered Chef

and many more!
Silent Auction

Raffles

News

G
allery West, one of the
oldest cooperative galler-
ies in Northern Virginia,

opens its doors this month for the
13th Annual National Juried
Show. This year’s juror, Jack
Rasmussen, director and curator
of the American University Mu-
seum, selected 71 works of art out
of 470 entries from across the
United States and Canada.

Local winning artists dropped
off their works at the gallery last
Sunday. Many of the selected

artists will attend the opening
reception this Saturday from 5
p.m. to 8 p.m. when Rasmussen
will select the top three works.
Those artists will receive cash
awards.

The gallery will also be open for
Old Town’s Second Thursday Art
Walk on Feb. 11 from 5 p.m. to 9
p.m. Refreshments will be served
at both receptions. The show runs
through Feb. 28.

 — Sandy Levitz Lunner

B
udding artists joined the
professionals at the Del
Ray Artisans (DRA) Val-
entine's Day card-mak-

ing party last Sunday at the gal-
lery. Despite the previous day’s
snow, the gallery was a creative
buzz of “cardies” searching for the
perfect finishing element for their
handmade cards — from pat-
terned papers and rubber stamps
to googley-eyes and “conversation
hearts.”

People came from all over
Northern Virginia and Washing-
ton, D.C. to hand make cards for
their sweeties or to donate them
to the gallery where they’re being
sold for two to five dollars.

Hostesses Theresa Kulstad of
Annandale and Karen Schmitz of
Del Ray consider this type of artsy
card event more like a social “sew-
ing bee” filled with creative energy
for artists who usually work in soli-
tude.

“This is just one way we get

those creative juices flowing at our
unique non-profit gallery,” said
Schmitz. “There are changing
monthly exhibits, life drawing,
workshops, art camp and great
exhibit openings.” In fact, she
added, there’s an opening recep-
tion for the DRA February exhibit
this Friday, Feb. 5, from 7 p.m. to
10 p.m. The exhibit,  “Artioms”

features art inspired by a phrase,
idiom, word play or cliché.

“And remember to feel the love
of snail mail and send a one-of-a
kind handmade Valentine sealed
with creativity,” Schmitz added.
“Proceeds from card sales help
support more of our “Art in the
Making” programs.”

The DRA, located at 2704 Mt.

Valentine’s Day Came Early to Del Ray
Card-making party
a hit despite
Saturday snow.

Vernon Ave., is open Thursday
Noon-4 p.m., Friday Noon-9 p.m.,
Saturday 10 a.m.-9 p.m. and Sun-
day Noon-6 p.m. For more infor-
mation visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

— Sandy Levitz Lunner

DRA’s Valentine’s Card
Party co-hostess Karen
Schmitz looks for inspira-
tion with DRA’s Member-
ship Director Kathryn
Brown of Del Ray.

Alix Ehlers of Arlington, a 7th-grade student at
Williamsburg Middle School, gets some tips from Callig-
rapher Jenny Nicholson of Del Ray.
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National Juried Show at Gallery West
Public invited to opening reception.

Laurie Erdman of Arlington checks in her entry “Tall
Vase” with help from Gallery West members and artists
Gail Saour of Reston (center) and Linda Bankerd of
Alexandria (right).
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as long as they don’t select a popu-
lar school.

“This will provide more choice,”
said School Board member Charles
Wilson. “But it won’t be unlimited
choice.”

THE POLICY Would essentially
create the ability for school admin-
istrators to cap enrollment at
grade level in schools that are at
capacity. As new families move
into the neighborhood, school ad-

ministrators say, they will place
them in “contiguous” schools. Al-
though these students won’t be
their neighborhood school, admin-
istrators plan to make opportuni-
ties available as close as possible
where enrollment trends allow.

“We’ve already been doing this
at Samuel Tucker,” said Sherman,
referring to the system’s most
crowded elementary school. “As
grade levels have met capacity,
new students at that grade have
been enrolled in another West End
school, preventing Tucker class-

rooms from exceeding 25 stu-
dents.”

With School Board members
preparing to make a final decision
before the Feb. 22 deadline for
submitting a proposed budget to
City Hall, the details of how modi-
fied open enrollment would work
still need to be determined. One
lingering concern involves low-in-
come Latino families, which tend
to be more mobile. Because they
often enroll after Labor Day, the
policy change would dispropor-
tionately shut them out of popu-

lar neighborhood schools. Yet
school officials would have a hard
time telling parents they need to
send their kids to a different school
because they are keeping space
available for students who have
yet to enroll.

“It’s not like we are sending kids
to Loudoun County,” said School
Board member Mimi Carter.
“We’re talking about asking fami-
lies to send their children to a
school where there’s a little more
space that’s a couple of miles down
the road.”

Enrollment Caps Considered To Address Overcrowding
From Page 5
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Everything You Need...in one
               Convenient Place.

Bradlee Center King Street, just west of
Quaker Lane in Alexandria

ALEXANDRIA Pastry Shop & Cafe........703-578-4144
ATLANTIS PIZZA.................................703-671-0250
B & C JEWELERS ................................703-379-6010
BANNERS HALLMARK..........................703-820-4449
BATTERIES PLUS .................................703-575-7711
BLOCKBUSTER VIDEO ......................... 703-820-8820
BLUE RIBBON DRY CLEANING..............703-998-5118
BRADLEE BARBER SHOP ...................... 703-998-9830
BRADLEE DENTAL CARE.......................703-820-2273
BRADLEE FLORIST...............................703-379-6166

BRADLEE SHOE REPAIR........................703-931-9210
CAPITAL BAGEL BAKERY.......................703-379-6462
CHEVY CHASE BANK...........................703-998-6503
CHICKEN OUT...................................703-998-8802
DRESS BARN......................................703-379-4462
FOOT SOLUTIONS..............................703-931-3668
FOXY NAILS.......................................703-824-9292
GNC................................................703-578-4122
GIANT..............................................703-845-0851
GOLDEN DRAGON.............................703-575-8079
HAIR CUTTERY...................................703-998-9387
HARDWOOD ARTISANS.......................703-379-7299
KING STREET BACK & NECK................703-578-1900
KYOTO JAPANESE RESTAURANT.............703-379-8060
MIXERS’S ICE CREAM...........................703-671-4799
MCDONALD’S...................................703-379-0441
National Art & Framing...................703-998-5888
PALM BEACH TAN..............................703-933-0096
Potomac Paint & Design Center.....703-379-5800
PRO FEED.........................................703-820-3888
RITE AID...........................................703-931-7095
ROBCYNS..........................................703-379-7800
STARBUCKS........................................703-845-9563
SUBWAY............................................703-931-3700
SUNTRUST BANK...............................703-838-3280
TC UNISEX SALON.............................703-379-6397
U.S. POSTAL SERVICE......................1-800-275-8777
UNWINED.........................................703-820-8600
VIRGINIA ABC...................................703-845-6374
VIRGINIA VACUUMS...........................703-931-6100
WACHOVIA BANK..............................703-671-7523
WASHINGTON SPORTS CLUB...............703-933-3777

By Senitra McCombs

Gazette Packet

T
hink those pennies are worthless? Maybe
not. Come join the oldest and biggest coin
clubs in the country the Alexandria Coin
Club (ACC) for their first Alexandria Coin

Show from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Feb. 6 at the Lee
Community Center.

The show will include over 50 tables with people
from all over the east coast trading, selling and dis-
cussing U.S. coins and currency, world coins,
banknotes, ancient coins, hobby books, gold, silver,
medals, tokens and collectibles. They will also have
some coins for raffle including some gold coins and
silver dollars.

Moreover, the ACC will be giving away a George
Washington coin encased with Alexandria Coin club
casing to the first 500 people that come.

Recently elected ACC President Steven Barnes ex-
pects “a lot of people coming. …. You’ll get at least
500 people to sell or trade coins.”

Since its origin in 1959, the club’s membership has
grown to over 15,050 members ranging from all dif-
ferent age groups. They meet monthly at the Lee
Community Center. Along with attending club meet-
ings, each member gets a membership card and must
pay the $15 per year to join the club.

The club is particularly active with their younger
members.

News

They do demonstrations
and lectures about coins and collect- ing at
local schools and local Boys and Girls Scouts chap-
ters.

Besides the lectures and demonstrations, the club
also works with the Youth Numismatist scholarship
program that sends their younger members to Colo-
rado to learn more about coins and collecting. “We
have a couple of members who have offered to give
to scholarship funds, and we are going to give schol-
arships to younger members of the club.” Barnes said.

IN ADDITION, Alexandria Coin Club gets invited
by various organizations to discuss collecting and the
history behind coins.

Barnes also stated that “being close to Old Town
…. It gives us a chance to talk about Early American
coins from the 1800s; we like to talk about them.
Especially during the Civil War, the coins were heavily
used and it’s hard to find ones that are in good shape
because the soldiers were carrying them in their pock-
ets. After World War I, the peace silver dollar came
out and we like to talk about that. A lot of impact for
the history of coins for the past 200 years and so we
like to talk about them. And a lot of younger people
get excited about that especially when we go to the
Boys and Girls Scouts meetings.”

The Alexandria Coin Club also benefits from be-
ing a part of the history of Old Town. “These are
things that Abraham Lincoln and George Washing-
ton carried in their pockets. So, its good history.”
Barnes said. For more information on the Alexan-
dria Coin Show or Alexandria Coin Club, visit their
Web site www.members.cox.net/alexandriacoinclub.

Dig Out Those Old Coins
Club hosts first Coin
Show this Saturday.
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More Letters,  Page 11

Opinion

T
uesday was a sad day at T.C. Will-
iams High School, and not just be-
cause the school community
learned it would now need its

fourth principal since John Porter gave up the
position after 22 years in 2006.

No, on Tuesday, the T.C. community
discovered that its 12-3 boys basket-
ball team would have to forfeit its 12
wins because of the discovery of two ineligible
players on the team. This is the fifth year of
high school for both players, who transferred
to T.C. at different times; players are only eli-
gible for four years according to Virginia High
School League rules.

T.C. Williams boy’s basketball team captured
its third-consecutive Northern Region cham-
pionship last March. Now this year’s record to
date will read 0-15. The fact that the players
were ineligible should have been caught by
routine procedures at the beginning of the sea-
son.

To their credit, athletic director Bob McKeag
and Principal William Clendaniel have ac-
cepted responsibility for the mistakes.

Superintendent Morton Sherman called the
situation “disheartening,” but he implied that
current staff might not bear responsibility for
this year’s problems. “Mr. McKeag … began his
career with ACPS in 2008, when the two stu-
dents were already team members,” Sherman’s
statement points out. “I am deeply disturbed
that T.C.’s longstanding practices have resulted
in hurting our students.”

Since Sherman arrived in summer
2008, the reference to “longstanding”
can easily be read as meaning “not on
my watch.” This is the wrong message

for a school that has been held in a state of
continuous transition since 2006.

High schools sports teams serve as a power-
ful symbol here, as Sherman knows.

Sherman arrived at a time of tumult for
Alexandria’s schools. His predecessor, Rebecca
Perry, was fired by the school board. T.C. Will-
iams principal Mel Riddile, Porter’s successor,
left the school after only two years to join an
association. Clendaniel, like Riddile retired af-
ter serving as principal in Fairfax County, signed
on for just two months as “interim principal.”
The school’s athletic director, Kerry Donley,

former mayor, was also newly departed, re-
placed by McKeag, who also had a full career
in Fairfax County. There are many other top
positions that have been filled with “interim”
staff and retirees from other schools systems.

But this is 2010, a new year, a new basket-
ball team. With some staff members referring
to Alexandria’s only public high school as “T.C.
Williams Interim High School, it’s time to move
past pointing fingers at “longstanding prac-
tices.”

This is Alexandria, with a single high school
with 2,200 students, not a county like Fairfax
where a superintendent and other administra-
tor find themselves overseeing 25 high schools.

Clendaniel, who originally signed on for just
two months and will have stayed for two years,
is apparently being helped out the door by
Sherman, who told him that he needed a com-
mitment of three-to-five years, “more than Mr.
Clendaniel wished to make at this time.”

We’ll argue that with a search underway for
a “permanent principal,” three-to-five years is
not nearly enough, and hiring someone who
has already had a full career in another school
system would be a mistake.

The principal of T.C. Williams is a critical
person in the Alexandria community, and there
should be nothing “interim” about it.

With sports symbolic,
local, consistent
leadership needed at TC.

Three-to-Five Years Not Nearly Enough

Editorial

City’s Budget
Season Begins
To the Editor:

On Tuesday, Feb. 9, the FY 2011
city budget season officially begins
with the city manager’s presenta-
tion of the proposed budget to the
city council.

The city currently has a pro-

Letters to the Editor

N. Quaker Lane on
Jan. 30, 2010, 3:40 p.m.

Snapshots
Red Hill on Jan. 31, 2010, 3:28p.m.
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jected shortfall of $40 million
heading into the budget season.
The FY 2011 budget will be voted
on by the council in early May and
will run from July 1, 2010-June
30, 2011.

In FY 2000 the city operated on
a $288 million annual budget, the
currently the budget is $530 mil-
lion. Over the past decade the

population of the city increased
approximately 12 percent while
spending increased by approxi-
mately 84 percent.

Fortunately, unlike the federal
government, the Commonwealth
of Virginia and the City of Alexan-
dria are mandated to operate on a
balanced budget. During these
challenging economic times fiscal
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restraint must be exercised at all
levels of government. Government
cannot continue to be everything
to everybody because we simply
do not have the resources.

Private sector businesses and the
American consumer have tight-
ened their belts during the eco-
nomic downturn and our local
government needs to, and will, do
the same. Reducing spending, lim-
iting the scope of government or
raising taxes are three of the op-
tions to make up our projected $40
million shortfall. A tax increase is
not what our citizens need in such
a fragile economy.

Over the next three months
there will be over a dozen public
meetings where your voice can be
heard. Please feel free to email
myself or my council colleagues
through our city Web site
(www.alexandriava.gov). I look
forward to your thoughtful and
continuing efforts to make Alex-
andria one of the great communi-
ties in America to live.

Frank H. Fannon IV
City Councilman

Let the Budget
Triage Begin
To the Editor:

I read Michael Lee Pope’s article,
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Letters

See Letters,  Page 12

“Competitive Pricing?” with great inter-
est. Although the article does not appear to
take a position regarding the adequacy of
salaries of City employees, it’s clear the in-
tent of the article was to induce feedback
as a lead-in to the imminent budget discus-
sions. Here’s my feedback.

During last year’s campaign for Alexan-
dria City Council, I believe I was one of the
most vocal proponents for increasing effi-
ciencies, cutting head count, and providing
for a more merit-based approach to sala-
ries and increases.

With the budget season upon us, it is time
to take a stand. I am not here to state that
no one in our City’s government is worth
what they are paid. I am here to state that I
believe we have forgotten what competi-
tive compensation is. There is a difference
between private sector and public sector
employment. Generally, public sector em-
ployees are paid less and given greater job
security than private sector employees. The
City of Alexandria continues to ignore this
fundamental difference. Based on Mr. Pope’s
article, it appears that many of our
$100,000-plus employees might be earning
wages equal to the wages earned in equiva-
lent private sector positions.

Stephen Fuller’s statement that “local
governments have a hard time attracting
quality workers, and this is a very expen-
sive place to live,” reeks of ignorance. A vast
majority of City employees live far and wide

outside our expensive City’s walls. Not only
do these employees earn wages that are
paid, for the most part, by City residents in
the form of real estate taxes, they also spend
those wages at home, in locales as far away
as Frederick, Md.

Our current economic crisis calls on the
City Council and City Manager to do the
following. First, do more with less. We have
reached diminishing returns, and we can
produce more with less. Second, continue
the salary freeze. With unemployment still
increasing, there is a growing talent pool
in the Washington Metropolitan Area from
which to backfill any City employee auda-
cious enough to quit because of a salary
freeze. Third, mandate performance re-
views that mirror a standard Bell Curve, and
look to eliminate the poorest performers
annually. Fourth, create a more flexible re-
source-sharing mentality. The $100,000-
plus earners in our City government should
be wise enough to recognize when their
departments are overstaffed while other
departments may be stretched and in need.
Finally, it’s time to triage what our City gov-
ernment does. The City Council needs to
assess the budget starting with step one, or
dollar one, and work its way up more than
five hundred million steps.

If the City Council has one primary re-
sponsibility this budget season, it is to man-
age a dramatic decrease in revenues. I urge
the Council to show its strength by calling



12  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  February 4-10, 2010 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Three Convenient Locations

Visit our website: www.bungalow4u.com

MANCHESTER LAKES
7003-C Manchester Blvd.

Alexandria, VA 22310

(703) 924-8730

CHANTILLY
13891 Metrotech Dr.
Chantilly, VA 20151

(703) 502-3925

SHIRLINGTON
2766 S. Arlington Mill Dr.

Arlington, VA 22206

(703) 578-0020

Three Convenient Locations
“Billiards and Brew & Great Food Too”

Lunch Time, Dinner Time, Party Time, Anytime!
Also Serving Brunch

Saturdays and Sundays 11-3
• Completely Smoke Free
• Pool Tables, Games and Darts
   Catch the game or play one yourself!

JOIN US FOR THE BIG GAME SUNDAY!
Stadium

Concession Stand!

Superbowl Party Platters to go!
STAYING HOME?

100$ • Hot Dogs
• Pizza
• Brats
• And more!

Now Open! Our new concept, The Bungalow AleHouse in Gainesville 571-261-9367

Cold Drink Showcase

201 North Union Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  Phone: 703-299-3440  Fax: 703-299-3441
www.RRBMDK.com

Alexandria has a strong heritage of longevity and continuity in business,
banking and law.  In the spirit of this tradition, the law firm of RRMDK
is proud to announce our new partner, James “Beau”  Brincefield and
the addition of Michael Tompkins and Roy Shannon as seasoned trial
attorneys.

We are now RRBMDK – Rich Rosenthal Brincefield Manitta Dzubin &
Kroeger, LLP.  This expansion of the firm adds breadth and depth to our
real estate and commercial litigation practice.

Our 13 attorneys represent more than 230 years of legal experience – our
six partners have 133 years of practice in Alexandria.

RRBMDK…providing high quality and cost-effective client service in
the Alexandria tradition.

From Page 11

Letters

See Letters,  Page 16

for painful cuts and demanding
increased efficiencies. The City
Council needs to put the burden
on itself, not on the taxpayers of
Alexandria. Anyone can put a bud-
get together when times are good.
Few can do so when times are
tough. This spring is the time for
the City Council to show that it can
be fiscally moderate and not po-
litically expedient.

Phil Cefaratti
Alexandria

Masons Have
Gone Too Far
To the Editor:

Sledding is now a much, more
dangerous pastime on Shuters
Hill.

For a hundred years at least, kids
and their families have gone there
to sled and fly kites without inter-
ference from anyone, save perhaps
Union soldiers. That all began to
change about 15 years ago when
the Masons began to close the
property to dogs, and erect fences
and signs suggesting that walking
through the property was no
longer permitted. More recently
granite markers (from donors)
have somehow sprouted up at the
base of lots of lovely new trees,
that just so happened to be planted
previously in the middle of many
of the best sled runs.

A few years when the restric-
tions began to multiply I met with
Mr. Seghers, the executive direc-
tor of the Memorial, to encourage
him to preserve their open space
and allow, or at least not reduce,
community access. He told me that
the Masons weren’t interested in
stopping the sledding, and other
compatible uses, only in protect-
ing their property. This week he
has responded once again to all
the public outrage over the mark-
ers by saying that all they are try-
ing to do is protect the trees, raise
money, keep kids safe and other-
wise prevent cars and other sun-
dry hazards from endangering the
property. His response is disin-
genuous at best.

The truth is this: Trees that could
be generating oxygen elsewhere
were deliberately planted where
they might be damaged by a
speedy kid on a sled. They have
acted deliberatively, if not stupidly,
to protect their property from the
very community that treasures it
and supports their memorial with
tax-exempt status. I have no doubt
that George Washington, who was
a Mason and trustee of Alexandria,
would not be pleased to hear how
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CravensNursery.com

Major credit cards accepted

SINCE 1973

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

60%-75% OFF
ALL POTTERY

25% OFF
BONSAI, ORCHIDS, CACTI

35% TO 75%
OFF ALL Trees & Shrubs
PRIMROSES $1.69

Off-Season Pricing

PATIOS, WALLS,
WALKWAYS,

PAVER DRIVEWAYS,
TIMBER WALLS &
SO MUCH MORE

Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates

FREE

3652 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22302
Phone (703) 379-6010 • Fax (703) 379-8136

www.bcjewelers.net

B&C Jewelers

Turning men
into heart thieves

since 1953

Community

Photo by Lashawn Avery/Gazette Packet

It’s All Downhill
Families come together to ride
down the slopes of the Masonic
temple on Jan. 31.

Helen Cooper and Gint Coo-
per join their friends for a fun

morning of sledding.

If you do not
get The
Alexandria
Gazette
Packet
delivered to
your home…

FIRST
CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIP-
TIONS
are now avail-
able for the
first time with
timely postal
carrier deliv-
ery: $30 for
six months.
Help us meet
the costs of pro-
viding first-
rate community
journalism on
newsprint to
your house-
hold.

Call 703-778-
9426 (or -9427)

or e-mail
circulation@

connectionnews
papers.com
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 13)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
 UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODIST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES—UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES—UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES—ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES—REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD...703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY
ALEXANDRIA  CITADEL ....703-836-2427

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN
CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

Wesley United Methodist Church

10 am Sunday Worship Service
Sunday School classes (child to adult)
and youth group (7th to 12th grade)

9 am to noon Monday through Friday Pre-School

8412 Richmond Ave, Alexandria, VA 22309
(just off Richmond Highway, near Fort Belvoir & Mount Vernon)

703-780-5019 • www.wesleyva.org

This One’s For You!

To Advertise Your
Faith Community,

call Karen at: 703-917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

From Page 12

Letters

More Letters,  Page 24

the Masons are honoring his
memory.

We should no longer accept their
passive aggressive responses, in-
deed excuses, to the contrary.
Walling off the property and mak-
ing it more dangerous for kids to
sled here is neither necessary nor
warranted. This not an environ-
mental issue at all and it’s not a
preservation issue.

It is high time for the City to re-
spond firmly: Either move the
markers and preserve the best
sledding lanes or facing losing
your tax exempt status. Based on
the current real estate assessment
— which seems low to me — they
would owe over $600,000 in prop-
erty taxes to Alexandria for 2010
alone.

Like most residents I have no
interest in seeing condos on this
lovely historic hill but there is ab-
solutely no valid reason the Me-
morial can’t make room for kids,
trees, bikes, and kites. If they can’t
then I don’t think they deserve to
get a free ride either.

Andrew H. Macdonald



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  February 4-10, 2010  ❖  17www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

‘Amadeus’ Explores Genius

Peter Shaffer’s play
plods on Jefferson Stage.

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

T
he Arlington Players tackle a seri-
ous drama, Peter Shaffer’s intellec-
tually challenging play of genius

and jealousy, “Amadeus,” at the Thomas
Jefferson Theatre through Feb. 13. The play
provides a host of interesting questions
about the nature of creativity. It can be an
engrossing evening of ideas explored in
lively language, and the production is suc-
cessful with some of them but fails to reach
the heights that the play deserves.

One of the more talented directors work-
ing in community theater in Northern Vir-
ginia today, Zina Bleck, is at the helm, and
in the two leading roles, she has two actors
with proven track records with challenging
material like this. Michael Kharfen, who
richly deserved his WATCH Award for a su-
perbly moderated and ultimately searing
performance as the accused killer of Charles
Lindbergh’s baby in “Kaufman,” hits just one
level of emotion all night long as the merely
competent composer Antonio Salieri. It is
an exhausting high that leaves him little

Cal Whitehurst, Dell Pendergrast, Michael Kharfen, Xandra Weaver,
Katherine Biscula, Jessica Sperlongano, Marji Jepperson and Gail Seavey
in “Amadeus.”

Michael Kharfen in “Amadeus.”

Where and When
The Arlington Players‘ production of

“Amadeus” continues through Feb. 13 at
Arlington’s Thomas Jefferson Theatre, 125
South Old Glebe Road. Performances are Fri-
day and Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 2:30
p.m. Tickets are $12 - $15. Call 703-549-1063
or log onto www.thearlingtonplayers.org.

room to react as Salieri recognizes that his
competence pales to insignificance when
compared to the genius of a Mozart.

Tom Witherspoon has also earned respect
for his on-stage skill, but he too seems to
have but one note to play as Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart. He plays him as the im-
mature genius whose greatness drives
Salieri to at least contemplate geniuscide.
In his hands, however, it becomes question-
able whether Salieri would poison Mozart
because he can’t stand the comparison with
his talent or simply because he can’t stand
the little twerp. While it is true that Shaffer’s
script leaves less room for the actor por-
traying Mozart to moderate his moods than
the actor playing Salieri, the contrast be-
tween Mozart’s genius and his boorishness
needs to become clear at some point in the
proceedings.

Mari Davis is Mozart’s wife who is will-
ing to put up with his infantile sexual and

social behavior in her search for the social
and financial security she assumes genius
will accrue, and later, to yield to the de-
mands of Salieri in order to advance her
husband’s prospects.

Bleck spreads the action out over the
wide stage of the Jefferson. She has
Katherine Biscuca, Marji Jepperson, Gail
Seavey and Jessica Sperlongano as a late
baroque version of a Greek Chorus com-
menting on the action in full court rega-
lia while Cal Whitehurst prances satisfy-
ingly as the royal Joseph II whose court
supports the artistic life of Vienna. The
court includes Dell Pendergrast, Michael
Gerwin and Steven Feder who each cre-
ate a believable count or baron with dis-
tinct personalities.

As with his other plays, “Equus” and “The
Royal Hunt of the Sun,” Shaffer takes liber-
ties with historical fact in the search for
artistic truth. If you want a lesson on

Mozart’s life and death, there are better
sources than this play. If, on the other hand,
you are interested in an exploration of such
questions as “how a kind and benevolent
God can distribute his blessings so un-
evenly” or “why great talent can reside in
less than great individuals” this is an
evening well spent.

❖❖❖
Brad Hathaway reviews theater in Virginia,

Washington and Maryland as well as Broad-
way and writes about theater for a number
of national magazines. He can be reached at
Brad@PotomacStages.com.

New Parade Route and
Pre-Parade Fun Run for 2010

By Mechelle Schloss

The Gazette

N
ew and exciting things are in store for the George
Washington Birthday Celebration Parade on Monday,

Feb. 15.   As of Jan. 26, Alexandria City Council has ap-
proved the Inaugural “Washington Win Sprint” One-Mile
Dash, a pre-parade race to be held on the new parade route.
Proposed by GW parade committee member Kathy Kelly,
the fun run may get 200-300 runners.  This USATF-certi-
fied course, “tag timed” by Pacers Events Inc., will begin at
12:30 p.m., a half hour before the parade. Expect this miler
to be an exciting all-out sprint to the finish, ending at the
Parade Reviewing Stand on Royal Street at its intersection
with King Street. The top three male and female finishers
will receive $200 (1st place), $150 (2nd place), and $75
(3rd place), to be awarded at the Parade Reception after-
wards.  Online entries will be accepted up to midnight on
Saturday, Feb. 13.

Joseph Shumard, Chair of the GW Birthday Celebration
Parade, and parade committee members work tirelessly 10
months out of the year to bring Alexandria residents and

Daniel Storck as Abe Lincoln in last year's parade.

George Washington
Birthday Parade

DATE: Monday, Feb. 15, 2010
TIME: 1 p.m. until 3 p.m.
LOCATION: Old Town, Alexandria.
ROUTE: Start Point is on So. Fairfax St. at its inter-

section with Gibbon St., North on Fairfax St. to Queen
St., East on Queen St. to N. St. Asaph St., South on N.
St. Asaph St. to Cameron St., East on Cameron St. to N.
Royal St., and South on Royal St. (past reviewing stand
on King St.) to End Point at Wilkes St. 1.3 miles. Route
maps are available on the Web site.

REVIEWING STAND: on Royal Street just West of
its intersection with King Street.

HANDICAPPED: Handicapped viewing area and
Handicapped parking on Cameron Street between Royal
Street and Fairfax Street (in front of City Hall).

COST: Free for the public and for those marching in
the parade.

PARTICIPATING: Those wishing information on
joining the parade as a marching unit should contact the
parade director, Joseph Shumard at 703-549-7662 and/
or visit the Web site via http://
www.washingtonbirthdayparade.net.

PARKING: On Parade Day, parking is free at some
parking lots adjacent to the Eisenhower Avenue Metro.

INFORMATION: Available on line at the George
Washington Birthday Celebration Committee Web site
via http://www.washingtonbirthday.net or 703-991-
4474. Parade Director, Joseph Shumard, 703-549-7662.

visitors a memory-making event.
“I love it!  It’s a lot of fun, and a good contributor to the city.  I

get to meet wonderful people and it’s a pleasure to do,” said
Shumard.  One of the issues ironed out by Shumard and the pa-
rade committee has been a new parade route.  Moving the route to
its end point on S. Royal Street, the committee members were able
to reduce the parade footprint, and save at least $14,000 in secu-
rity fees, while preserving the size, scope, and viewing enjoyment
of the celebration.  Go to www. washingtonbirthday.net.
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Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner

Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated

Valentine Dinner
Friday, February 12

Saturday, February 13
5 PM - 10 PM

Special Valentine Menu
Prime Rib of Beef - Broiled Breast of Lemon Pepper Chicken

Broiled Salmon Steak w/ Dill Sauce
Shrimp Scampi - Surf & Turf (Shrimp & Steak)

Served With Baked Potato - Or Rice Pilaf
Fresh Vegetable, Fresh Garden Salad

Romantic Dessert
Coffee, Tea and Soft Drink Included

$45.00 Per Couple
(Tax & Gratuity Not Included)

Cocktails, Beer, Wine Available
Reservations Accepted

(No Coupon Use)

Tel: 703 548-1616
734 N. St. Asaph Street Old Town, Alexandria

Free Parking On Premisey a

Fine Arts

NOW THROUGH MARCH 25
Springfield Art Guild Art Show. 9

a.m. to 5 p.m. Works include oil,
watercolor, photography, and mixed
medium. At the Franconia Government
Center, 6121 Franconia Road,
Alexandria. Contact: Reggie Garrett,
FGC Show Chair at
reggiedrew@aol.com. Call 703-971-
6262.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 20
“White Ice.” At the Potomac Fiber Arts

Gallery. Artists interpret in fiber the
cool, clear, sparkly, sheer, and smooth
nature of Ice. Jewelry, sculpture,
clothing, and wall pieces are some of
the items that will be exhibited.
Located in Studio 18 of the Torpedo
Factory Art Center at 105  North Union
Street in Old Town Alexandria. Open
daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., except on
Thursdays when it is open from 1 p.m.
to 9 p.m. Free admission.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 21
Artioms. Artists are being challenged to

express their favorite (or not so
favorite) idioms, clichés, word phrases
or play on words in their artwork.
Reception Feb. 5 from 7-10 p.m. A
prose reading by the Tuesdays at Two
Writers Group is on Friday, Feb. 12, at
7 p.m. At Del Ray Artisans at the
Nicholas A. Colasanto Center, 2704
Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org or
703-838-4827.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 21
“Imprint” — A contemporary

printmaking exhibition. Thirty-
seven artists from across the country
are a part of this exhibition united by
one common theme and that is the
printmaking process. Eight of the
artists in the exhibition are from the
DC Metro area. Opening reception is
Thursday, Feb. 11 from 6-9 p.m. Jane
Haslem will speak at 7 p.m. followed
by a printmaking demonstration by the
Printmakers’ Inc. At The Torpedo
Factory Art Center’s Target Gallery,
105 N. Union St., Alexandria. Open
daily from 10-6 p.m. and until 9 p.m.
on Thursdays.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 28
“Recollections of Katrina.”

Photographic Ink Jet Prints by
Stephanie Potter. At the Schlesinger
Center Fisher Art Gallery at the
Alexandria Campus of NOVA. Gallery
Hours are 10 a.m. to  4 p.m. Monday-
Friday and during performances.  The
opening reception is scheduled for
Saturday, Feb. 6 from 4-6 p.m. with an
Artist Talk to be given at 5 p.m.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 28
Kazaan Viveiros at The Anthenaum.

Kazaan Viveiros crafts large, richly
complex paintings that evoke collage.
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Three Convenient Locations

Visit our website: www.bungalow4u.com

MANCHESTER LAKES
7003-C Manchester Blvd.

Alexandria, VA 22310

(703) 924-8730

CHANTILLY
13891 Metrotech Dr.
Chantilly, VA 20151

(703) 502-3925

SHIRLINGTON
2766 S. Arlington Mill Dr.

Arlington, VA 22206

(703) 578-0020

Three Convenient Locations
“Billiards and Brew & Great Food Too”

Lunch Time, Dinner Time, Party Time, Anytime!
Also Serving Brunch

Saturdays and Sundays 11-3
• Completely Smoke Free
• Pool Tables, Games and Darts
   Catch the game or play one yourself!

JOIN US FOR THE BIG GAME SUNDAY!
Stadium

Concession Stand!

Superbowl Party Platters to go!
STAYING HOME?

100$ • Hot Dogs
• Pizza
• Brats
• And more!

Now Open! Our new concept, The Bungalow AleHouse in Gainesville 571-261-9367

Cold Drink Showcase

Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

See Calendar,  Page 20

Calendar

E-mail announcements to the
Gazette, gazette@ connection
newspapers.com. Photos and art-
work are encouraged. Deadline is
Thursday at noon for the following
week’s paper. Call Steve Hibbard at
703-778-9412 with questions.

ONGOING
The Alexandria Commission

for Women seeks
nominations for its 2010
Salute to Women Awards
recognizing women leaders
who have made outstanding
contributions to women and
girls living in Alexandria. The
deadline to submit
nominations is Wednesday,
Feb. 17 at 5 p.m.  To make
nominations, visit
www.alexwomen.com.

The Del Ray Farmers Market
is now open year round —
located at the corner of Mt.
Vernon Avenue and Oxford
Avenue in Del Ray.  During
the winter months the market
will be open 9 am to noon
each Saturday. The Del Ray
Market farmers that will be
there are Smith Meadows
meats, eggs, fresh pasta and
sauces; Amish cheese, yogurt,
bakery goods, eggs and jams
and jellies; winter vegetables;
fancy nuts; pralines; and
bakery goods. Any questions,
contact Pat Miller at
pmiller1806@comcast.net.

Ms. Senior Virginia America is
searching for candidates statewide for
this year’s May Pageant, which will be
held Thursday, May 6 at the Lee
Center Kauffman Center, 1108
Jefferson St., Alexandria.  Doors will
open at 1:30 p.m. Showtime is 2-4
p.m.  Admission is free with a donation
of $10. A deadline for entries will be
Feb. 8. Call 703-978-3663 and
directions at 703-838-4343. The
current Ms. Senior Virginia America,
Maureen Ribble, will end her reign in
May. The Pageant showcases women
age 60-plus who live in Virginia and
are U.S. citizens.

FRIDAY AFTERNOONS
Tea Dances. 1-3:15 p.m. Group class

from 1-1:30 p.m. Ballroom, Latin and
Swing music. $11/person. At the
Dance Studio Lioudmila, 18 Roth
Street, 2nd Floor (off Duke Street),
Alexandria. Call 703-751-8868.

THURSDAY/FEB. 4
18th Century Dance Classes. 7:30-

9:30 p.m. Learn the dances of Jane
Austen, George Washington, and
Abigail Adams in Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum’s historic ballroom.  At
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal Street. Cost is $30/series or $12/
class. Call 703-838-4242.

FEB. 5 TO FEB. 21
Artioms. Artists are being challenged to

express their favorite (or not so
favorite) idioms, clichés, word phrases
or play on words in their artwork.
Reception Feb. 5 from 7-10 p.m. A
prose reading by the Tuesdays at Two
Writers Group is on Friday, Feb. 12, at
7 p.m. At Del Ray Artisans at the
Nicholas A. Colasanto Center, 2704
Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org or
703-838-4827.

FRIDAY/FEB. 5
Wine and Chocolate Tasting. 6:30-

8:30 p.m. Free. Artfully Paper and
ACKC have teamed up with First Vine
for the sake of love — love of wine and
chocolate — that is! At ACKC Del Ray,
2003-A Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria.
Call 703-635-7770 or visit

www.TheCocoaGallery.com.

SATURDAY/FEB. 6
Historic Alexandria Museum Gala.

6:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Dining and
dancing to Doc Scantlin and his
Imperial Palms Orchestra. Tickets are
$150/person or $300/sponsor. At the
Holiday Inn Old town, 625 First Street
in Alexandria. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org or call the
Office of Historic Alexandria at  703-
746-4554.

National Brass Collective Inaugural
Concert. 4 p.m. Fund-raiser for Haiti
Relief. At Washington Street United
Methodist Church, 115 S. Washington
Street, Alexandria. Visit
www.wsumc.com.

Benefit for Haitian Relief. Ten
Thousand Villages Alexandria is
donating 15 percent of the day’s sales
to the Mennonite Central Committee,
earmarked for Haiti. At 915 King
Street, Alexandria. Call 703-684-1435
or visit
www.alexandria.tenthousandvillages.com

Evening with the Chefs. Featuring
prominent chefs from local restaurants
showcasing their finest cuisine. Hosted
by the Dunbar Alexandria Olympic
Boys and Girls Club. Proceeds will
benefit the club’s youth programs. At
the Belle Haven Country Club, Fort
Hunt Road, Alexandria. Contact Dave
Woodbury at 703-867-5570 or e-mail
chefsdinner@cox.net.

Winter Boutique District
Warehouse Sale. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. A
one-day clearance spectacular
featuring high-end boutique
merchandise from Old Town
Alexandria’s boutiques. At the George
Washington Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive, Alexandria.

John Carlyle’s Birthday
Celebration. Noon to 4 p.m. $5
admission. Costumed interpreters will
be dancing and performing 18th-
century music throughout the house.
At Carlyle House Historic Park, 121 N.
Fairfax St., Alexandria. Go to
www.nvrpa.org or call 703-549-2997
or e-mail carlyle@nvrpa.org.

Family Fun Flower Power:
Blooming Branches for a Winter
Bouquet. 2-3 p.m. Get a jump on the
seasons by forcing flowers. Learn to cut
branches of flowering trees and shrubs
and coax them to bloom indoors for an
early spring! $18/project includes
branches and containers. At Green

Springs Gardens.
Alexandria Coin Show. 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. There will be 50
tables with U.S. coins and
currency, world coins, banknotes,
ancient coins, hobby books, gold,
silver, medals, tokens and
collectibles. Prizes and coins are
given away. At the Hampton Inn
& Suites on the corner of the I-
495 beltway and Route 1,
Alexandria.  Visit the Alexandria
Coin Club Web site at:
www.members.cox.net/
alexandriacoinclub.

SUNDAY/FEB. 7
Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic. 3 p.m. Free.
Pre-concert lecture at 2:15 p.m.
Ulysses S. James, Music Director.
At Bishop Ireton High School,
201 Cambridge Road, Alexandria.
Super Bowl Party. Mayor
Euille’s 13th annual Super Bowl
Party. At Joe Theismann’s
Restaurant, 1800 Diagonal Road,
Alexandria. Tickets are $35/free
agent; $60/Top Draft Pick; $100
Hogette’s Rate (family of four).
Call 703-751-7970 or contact
www.euilleformayor.com.
Jazz Leanings. 2 p.m. United
States Marine Band performs.
With Michael Mower and Michael
Colgrass. At the Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, NVCC, Alexandria
Campus, 3001 North Beauregard

Street, Alexandria. Call 703-845-6156
or www.schlesingercenter.com

Managing Wildlife Conflict. 1:30-3
p.m. Are you having troubles with deer
and rabbits feasting on your garden?
This is the lecture for you. Victoria
Monroe, Wildlife Biologist for Fairfax
County will discuss strategies for
managing wildlife conflicts in your
garden. $10. At Green Springs
Gardens. Call 703-642-5173 to
register.

MONDAY/FEB. 8
Tavern Toddlers. 10:30 a.m. and noon.

A special program for toddlers and
their caregivers. $7 for a group of
three, which must include one adult, or
purchase a 5-week pass for $30. At
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum. Call 703-
746-4242. Visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

TUESDAY/FEB. 9
Ars Choralis. Recruiting singers in all

sections for a concert featuring Ars
Choralis. The concert is entitled
“Spirituals and All That Jazz.”
Rehearsals from Tuesday, Feb. 9
through Sunday, April 18. The concert
will be performed twice:  Saturday,
April 17, 7 p.m. and Sunday, April 18,
7 p.m. Rehearsals are 7:45-9:45 p.m.
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 228
South Pitt St., Old Town Alexandria.
Call 703-549-3312 or email
douglas@stpaulsalexandria.com.

Books to Film Discussion Group. 7
p.m. Readers and movie buffs are
invited to talk about the film, “The
Accidental Tourist” (1988), based on
the novel by Anne Tyler. All should
read the work and view the movie
before attending. At Beatley Central
Library, 5005 Duke Street, Alexandria.
Call Mark at 703-519-3498.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 10
Valentine Luncheon. 11:30 a.m. to

1:30 p.m. sponsored by the
Springfield/Alexandria Women’s
Connection. Cost of $17 includes lunch
and free childcare. Reservations must
be made by Friday, Feb. 5, to 703-569-
4670 or 703-590-6562 or email to
SpringWmConn@yahoo.com. At the
Springfield Golf and Country Club,
8301 Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield.

SATURDAY/FEB. 13
Birthnight Banquet and Ball. 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m.

(Ball starts at 9 p.m.) Celebrate George Washington’s
Birthday with a banquet and ball. The evening
includes a four-course 18th-century banquet by
Gadsby’s Tavern Restaurant, English country dancing,
toasts, a special 18th-century style dessert collation,
and character re-enactors — including General and
Mrs. Washington. Tickets are $100 to $200 per
person, or $50 for the ball only. At Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum. Call 703-838-4242. At 134 North Royal
Street in Old Town Alexandria.
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Dinner for Two
(Just $45.99 Per Couple)
Dinner for Two
(Just $45.99 Per Couple)

ALEXANDRIA PASTRY SHOP AND CATERING COMPANY

703.578.4144
or e-mail: alexandriapastry@comcast.net

All orders must be placed by 2 p.m. on
Saturday, February 13. Orders can be picked up

on Sunday, February 14, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

♥

Valentine’s Day
Dinner for Two

Celebrate a Romantic Dinner
with the one you love and leave the cooking to us!

We also have: Heart-shaped cookies and cakes, petits fours,
truffles, triple-dipped strawberries, gift baskets and XOXO cookies.

CHOOSE SOUP OR SALAD from the following

  Boston Bibb Salad with Creamy Italian Dressing

 Red Pepper Soup

 Caesar Salad

CHOOSE A DELICIOUS ENTRéE from the following

  Beef Tenderloin with Scalloped Potatoes, Broccoli, and

topped with Onion Rings and a Pepper Sauce

 Chicken Breast Stuffed with Sun-dried Tomato, Basil,

Mozzarella Cheese and Roasted Asparagus

 Grilled Salmon and Shrimp with Grilled Asparagus

and Fingerling Potatoes with a Lemon Garlic Sauce

CHOOSE TWO HEART-SHAPED PASTRIES

  Raspberry Marquis

 Petit Four (Lemon Poppy Seed)

 Chocolate Ganache (Truffle with Raspberry Glaze)

  Raspberry White Chocolate

**OFFER ENDS DECEMBER 31, 2009. CLOSE BY JANUARY 31, 2010. OFFER SUBJECT TO CHANGE. *THE WESTIN ALEXANDRIA
IS A TRADEMARK OF THE WESTIN HOTEL MANAGEMENT, L.P. WESTIN HOTEL MANAGEMENT, L.P., AND ITS AFFILIATES
ARE NOT ASSOCIATED WITH THE DEVELOPMENT, SALES, OR MARKETING OF THE JAMIESON. SOME AMENITIES AND
SERVICES LISTED ARE OFFERED AT AN ADDITIONAL COST THROUGH A CONTRACTUAL ARRANGEMENT WITH THE WESTIN
ALEXANDRIA HOTEL, THE TERMS OF WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. IT IS THE SELLER’S POLICY TO COMPLY WITH ALL
APPLICABLE FAIR HOUSING LAWS SO AS TO ASSURE EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES.

$499,900

From Page 19

Calendar

THURSDAY/FEB. 11
Heart Art. 6-9 p.m. Free. Flowers and

Candy, Printmaking Demonstration,
Target Gallery Reception from 6-8 p.m.
At the Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105
N. Union St., Alexandria. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org; 703-838-
4565.

18th Century Dance Classes. 7:30-
9:30 p.m. Learn the dances of Jane
Austen, George Washington, and
Abigail Adams in Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum’s historic ballroom.  At
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal Street. Cost is $30/series or $12/
class. Call 703-838-4242.

Siobhan Quinn and Michael
Bowers. 7 p.m. Gracious and gritty
songs brimming with seamless
harmonies.  At The Athenaeum, 201
Prince Street, Alexandria. Call 703-
548-0035. Visit
dreamersloversandoutlaws.com.

FRIDAY/FEB. 12
Music for Tuba and Euphonium. 8

p.m. Free. At the George Washington
Masonic National Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive, Alexandria. Call 202-
767-5658 or visit
www.usafband.af.mil.

Prose and Poetry Reading. 7 p.m.
With Tuesdays at Two Writers Group.
Free and open to all to enjoy this fun,
spoken “art” event. Email:
tlwideas@comcast.net; or visit
www.theDelRayArtisans.org. At Del
Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Contact
Tracy Wilkerson at 703- 501-1736 or
tlwideas@comcast.net.

Singer/Songwriter Janna Audey. 7-9
p.m. At Spill the Beans, 1900 Elkin
Street, Suite 4, Alexandria,
spillthebeansva.com.

Ballroom Dancing for Couples.
8:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 2nd Friday of

each month.  Enjoy waltz, fox trot, cha
cha, swing and more to live music on
large wooden dance floor in Mount
Vernon area;  Cost is $15/person.
Private club; reservations required
www.fridaynightersdancingclub.com

SATURDAY/FEB. 13
Water Wise Landscaping. 11 a.m.-

12:30 p.m. Well designed, installed
and maintained landscapes offer years
of environmental benefits and beauty.
Green Spring horticulturalist Brenda
Skarphol  discusses these concepts and
provides practical information for you
to implement in your garden.
Instruction takes place inside and
outdoors. Dress accordingly. $16. At
Green Springs Gardens. Call 703-642-
5173 to register.

Birthnight Banquet and Ball. 5:30
p.m. to 11 p.m. (Ball starts at 9 p.m.)
Celebrate George Washington’s
Birthday with a banquet and ball. The
evening includes a four-course 18th-
century banquet by Gadsby’s Tavern
Restaurant, English country dancing,
toasts, a special 18th-century style
dessert collation, and character re-
enactors — including General and Mrs.
Washington. Tickets are $100 to $200
per person, or $50 for the ball only. At
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum. Call 703-
838-4242. At 134 North Royal Street in
Old Town Alexandria.

George Washington Birthday
Classic 10-K Race and 2-K Fun
Run. 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. rain or shine.
Certified racecourse through
Eisenhower Valley and Alexandria’s
parklands. Prizes, T-shirts and
refreshments will be provided for
runners, with the proceeds benefiting
the Alexandria Police Youth Camp.
Cost is $25; after Feb. 10: $30. Call
703-991-4474 or visit
www.washingtonbirthday.org.

Valentine Workshop. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Use traditional Victorian materials to
make a modern and lovely Valentine.
Suitable for children over age 4. At
Lee-Fendall House Museum and
Garden. Cost is $1 per Valentine. Visit
the Web site at
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703-
548-1789.

Tamburitzans Perform. 7 p.m.
Duquesne University Tamburitzans
perform. Tickets are $22, $25 and $30.
At Bishop Ireton High School, 201
Cambridge Road, Alexandria. Call 1-
877-826-6437.

Stroll Through Park. 1-3 p.m. Stroll
with a naturalist through forest and
meadow then warm up with a hot
beverage and pastry.  Cost is $10 and
refreshments are included. Huntley
Meadows Park is located at 3701
Lockheed Boulevard in Alexandria.
Meet at the Harrison Lane entrance.
Call 703-768-2525.

FEB. 13-14
All-Beethoven Concert. Saturday at 8

p.m.; Sunday at 3 p.m. Alexandria
Symphony Orchestra and Maestro Kim
Allen Kluge and pianist Yuliya
Gorenman. Symphony No. 6, Piano
Concerto No. 4. At Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall, NVCC, 3001
N. Beauregard St., Alexandria. Tickets
are $20-$80, youth is $5. Call 703-548-
0885 or visit www.alexsym.org.

SUNDAY/FEB. 14
Valentine’s Day Concert. 7 p.m. With

blues singer/guitarist and historian
Scott Ainslie and David LaFleur.
Tickets are $18 general, $15 in
advance at FocusMusic.org.  Part of the
Focus Music Series. At Church of the
Resurrection, 2280 N. Beauregard St.,
in Alexandria. Contact: Kay Coyte at
kay@focusmusic.org or 703-501-6061.
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C’est toujours français!
Sunday, February 14 …

and make your reservations soon for a quiet little corner of France
Lunch  ♥ 11:30 - 1:30

Dinner  ♥ 3 seatings 4:30, 6:30, 8:30

127 N. Washington Street
Old Town

703-548-4661

Music

Musings from the Maestro

Carol Pratt/Contributed photo

Kim Allen Kluge, Music Director

Where & When
Alexandria Symphony

Kim Allen Kluge, conductor and
Yuliya Gorenman, piano

All-Beethoven: Symphony No. 6,
Piano Concerto No. 4

Saturday, Feb. 13 at 8 p.m. and
Sunday, Feb. 14 at 3 p.m.

$5 youth tickets (18 & under)
Tickets start at $20 students, $35

seniors, $40 adults
At the Rachel M. Schlesinger Con-

cert Hall and Arts Center, NVCC,
Alexandria Campus, 3001 North
Beauregard Street, Alexandria.

Visit www.alexsym.org or call
703-548-0885 .

Higher, higher! The sun and the day
We two together will regain!
The scales of darkness cast away,
We two will be with love again.
I vow to you, beloved one,
Soon you will greet the day and

sun;
My lyre that moved the gods, ere

long
Will awaken you to life with song.

— Orpheus and Eurydice by
Valery Brusov

On Feb. 13 and 14 the Alexandria
Symphony Orchestra will present its
Valentine’s Day Weekend Concerts
at the Rachel M. Schlesinger Con-
cert Hall and Arts Center.

I can’t think of a more appropri-
ate love story than Orfeo and
Eurydice for this concert celebrat-
ing romantic love. Not only did
Orfeo brave the realm of the dead
to bring back to life his beloved
Eurydice, but he did so with the
power and beauty of music. Many
musicians have been inspired by this
story and there is growing interest
in the possibility that Beethoven so
loved the Orfeo myth that he em-
bedded it into his Fourth Piano Con-
certo. This fascinating and compel-
ling approach will be embraced by
the orchestra and acclaimed pianist
Yuliya Gorenman.

The ASO has launched an ambi-
tious and highly successful cam-
paign to attract children and fami-
lies to the 3 p.m. Sunday matinee
concerts. These matinees were
crafted with families in mind, which
means the concerts are more color-
ful and visually dynamic, and edu-
cational. There will be demonstra-
tions from the orchestra (remember
Leonard Bernstein’s Young People’s
Concerts?) and TalkBacks. The or-
chestra and I really look forward to
these concerts, which will have their
own special flair!

The Valentine’s Day Weekend
Concerts are the perfect introduc-
tion for children because they fea-
ture one of the most popular and
recognized pieces from Disney’s

“Fantasia,” Beethoven’s “Pastorale”
Symphony. Beethoven’s love of na-
ture imbues every note of this beau-
tiful and moving masterpiece. Be-
fore the performance the orchestra
and I will play and discuss the mu-
sical themes that tell the simple and
elemental story of the “Pastorale.”

Whether you are looking for an
uplifting Valentine’s Day concert or
an introduction for your children to

symphonic treasures, the Alexandria
Symphony Orchestra’s Valentine’s
Day Weekend Concerts promise
great music and love stories that, to
quote Valery Brusov, “Will awaken
you to life with song.”

See you at the concerts!

— Kim Allen Kluge

Music Director, Alexandria Sym-
phony Orchestra

How to Get Your Alexandria
People, Event and Business News

into the Alexandria Gazette Packet
Business Notes • Business People • People Page

The Alexandria Gazette Packet contains notes and news briefs
about local businesses, people and events every week. While we cannot
guarantee that every person, business or event about which we receive
information will appear in the paper, here is the information we need
for your news to be considered. We welcome photographs of successful,
recent events and people whose accomplishments or awards are
submitted. Be sure everyone in the photograph is identified.

What is News? Awards; community service; celebrations;
anniversaries; obituaries; career promotions; new initiatives; major
accomplishments; new locations; special events such as: scouting award
ceremonies; nonprofit fundraisers; concerts; exhibits and shows;
classes; seminars; book signings; youth sports notices, activities and
awards; service club notices; religious notices, etc.

Your release must include:
• Name of Person, and Business, Organization or Event
• Address of the Business, Organization or Event
• Day of the Week, Date and Time of Event
• Name and Phone Number for More Information
• Three Paragraphs Describing Your News…Who, What,

Where, When and Why
Please submit your calendar information at least two weeks before
your event. Clear photographs from similar previous events are
always welcome. All events should be open to the public. We give
first priority to free events. E-mail listings to:

gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
or mail to:
Calendar, Connection Newspapers
1606 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314.

For more information, call 703-778-9410.

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
KKSA, 2010, Inc, trading as Chicken House, 
7849, E Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA 
22306. The above establishment is applying to 
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a Beer off Premise 
license to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverag-
es. Kyung Seob Kim, President

Alexandria Board of Architectural Review
Old & Historic Alexandria District

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
====================================
=========================
A public hearing will be held by the Alexandria 
Board of Architectural Review on WEDNES-
DAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2010 beginning at 7:30 
PM in Council Chambers, second floor of City 
Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia
on the following applications:

CASE BAR2008-0235
Request for approval of alterations and signage 
at 134 N. Royal St, zoned CD Commercial.
APPLICANT: City of Alexandria

CASE BAR2009-0241
Request for approval of signage at 118 King St, 
zoned KR King Street Retail.
APPLICANT: Clamenzah, LLC D/B/A Pizzeria 
Paradiso By: M. Catherine Puskar

CASE BAR2010-0008
Request for approval of alterations at 118 King 
St, zoned KR King Street Retail.
APPLICANT: Paradise OT, LLC by Ruth 
Gresser

CASE BAR2010-0011
Request for approval of demolition/encapsula-
tion at 626 S Lee St, zoned RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Warren L. Almquist for S. Lee 
Parker and Debra Parker.

CASE BAR2009-0301
Request for approval of alterations at 626 S Lee 
St, zoned RM Residential.
APPLICANT: Warren L. Almquist for S. Lee 
Parker and Debra Parker.

CASE BAR2010-0006
Request for approval of demolition at 717 
Queen St, zoned RC Residential.
APPLICANT: City of Alexandria

CASE BAR2010-0007
Request for approval of alterations at 717 
Queen St, zoned RC Residential.
APPLICANT: City of Alexandria

CASE BAR2010-0009
Request for approval of alterations at 312 S 
Washington St, zoned CD
Commercial.
APPLICANT: Clearwire By Adam Knubel

Information about the above item(s) may be 
obtained from the Department of Planning and 
Zoning, City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 2100, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, telephone: (703) 
746-4666

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ON

VACATION TO VACATE A PUBLIC RIGHT OF 
WAY

Pursuant to the requirements of Section 
15.2-2006 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as 
amended, the undersigned on behalf of UDR 
Developers, Inc., gives notice that the City 
Council of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, will 
hold a Public Hearing on Saturday, March 13, 
2010 at 9:30 A.M., or as soon thereafter as it 
may be heard, in the City Council Chambers, 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia, 
on its application requesting the City of Alexan-
dria, Virginia, to vacate a portion of the Mount 
Vernon Avenue public right-of-way located on 
the west side of Mount Vernon Avenue adjacent 
to 3110 Mount Vernon Avenue. The area to be 
vacated contains approximately 3,562 square 
feet of land.

Duncan W. Blair

Attorney for Applicant

Obituary

Wilmah A. L. Dando

(Age 83)

Educator

A longtime resident of Alexandria, on January 
25, 2010 died of complications from COPD. A 
public school teacher for 37 years, Wilmah 
taught at all grade levels from K-12, including 
private tutoring. She was born and raised in Pa-
vilion, NY. In 1949 she married Thomas O. Dan-
do and together they raised two children. She 
loved theater and dance and volunteered at the 
St. Clement Thrift Shop. Wilmah spent her re-
tirement years traveling and enjoying the com-
pany of her husband, Thomas, and her children 
and grandchildren. The Dandos celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary last August. Wilmah 
is survived by her beloved husband, Thomas, 
and numerous family members. A funeral serv-
ice will be held at the Church of St. Clement, 
1701 N. Quaker Lane Alexandria, VA 22302 on 
February 6 at 3:00. In lieu of flowers, Wilmah 
requested donations to the Church of St. Clem-
ent Outreach Fund, Capital Hospice, or the 
American Lung Association.

Legal Notices

Opinion

By David Englin

State Delegate (D-45)

W
ith the General As-
sembly session in
full swing, com-
mittees are negoti-

ating and debating scores of bills
each day. Many elements of my
own legislative agenda are mov-
ing forward nicely, and I continue
standing up for the interests of our
community in a very tough envi-
ronment.

On a near unanimous vote, the

House of Delegates last week
passed my House Bill 267, which
puts us on the home stretch to-
ward launching the Advanced
Health Care Directives Registry. A

top priority for
groups working to
advance equal
rights for all Vir-
ginians, this ser-
vice will ensure

that health care providers and
emergency responders know ex-
actly what your wishes are and
who may make medical decisions

for you. This is the culmination of
a two-year effort that began with
my 2008 bill to establish the reg-
istry, and it demonstrates that,
through creative partnerships with
the private sector, we can deliver
progress even during these tough
budget times.

During the recent H1N1 vacci-
nation emergency, some children
attending private schools and chil-
dren who are home schooled com-
plained of difficulty accessing the
vaccine compared to their public
school peers. Therefore, the
Health Subcommittee this week
approved my House Bill 270 to
ensure that all children are ac-
counted for equally in Virginia’s
emergency vaccination planning.

Last year, I led the charge on the
Renewable Energy Job Creation
Tax Credit to spur the growth of
green jobs in Virginia.

Unfortunately, the bill was
pocket vetoed by the Finance Com-
mittee chairman. However, this
year, Governor McDonnell has
adopted this idea as part of his
own economic development pro-
gram. Therefore, my House Bill
268 has been incorporated into the
bipartisan Green Job Creation Tax
Credit bill that is now working its
way through the legislative pro-
cess.

Unfortunately, the first of my
three bills to protect our commu-
nity from the I-95/395 HOT Lanes
proposal was tabled in the Trans-

portation Committee on a party-
line vote. Currently, fines from ci-
tations issued by law enforcement
officers for HOT Lanes violations
go to profit the private corpora-
tions running the HOT Lanes.
House Bill 968 would have pre-
vented that and ensured that these
fines go to the State Literary Fund,
like other traffic violations.

The committee chairman stated
that “these are desperate times”
where public-private partnerships
are our only chance for transpor-
tation system improvements, and
he said that preventing private
corporations from receiving
money from these fines would
make them less willing to engage
in the public-private partnerships
in the future. Of course, I disagree
with his analysis, since private cor-
porations like Flour and
Transurban stand to make enor-
mous profits through these
projects, even without receiving
money from police fines. More-
over, the General Assembly is be-
holden to these partnerships be-
cause it has otherwise failed for
nearly 25 years to take the steps
necessary to responsibly raise rev-
enue for transportation.

On the House Finance Commit-
tee, I continue to vote in favor of
various proposals to give our lo-
cal governments a more diverse
range of revenue options, so they
are not forced to rely so heavily
on real estate taxes. Similarly, I

continue voting against proposals
that would increase the burden on
our local governments at a time
when they are facing severe cuts
from the state. In my view, it is
detrimental to quality of life in
Alexandria, Arlington, and Fairfax,
where we generally enjoy excel-
lent and professional local ser-
vices, to simultaneously cut fund-
ing to and tie the hands of our lo-
cal governments.

As budget negotiations begin to
heat up, protecting public educa-
tion and safety net programs like
Medicaid remain my top priorities.
Unfortunately, given that Gover-
nor McDonnell has pledged to veto
any tax increase and that public
education and Medicaid are the
two largest budget items that have
been spared the most severe past
cuts, I expect very painful news
over the coming weeks. Since the
General Assembly rejected Gover-
nor Kaine’s proposal for a one per-
cent income tax surcharge to re-
place $1.9 billion in revenue lost
to car tax relief, we must now find
a way to cut that much more from
the introduced budget, which was
draconian in the first place.

To stay apprised of these and
other issues, sign up for my email
list at www.davidenglin.org. As
always, I welcome your ideas and
your feedback at 703-549-3203 or
DelDEnglin@house.virginia.gov.
Thank you for the opportunity to
serve.

Health, Emergency. Green Jobs Bills Move Forward

Richmond

Report

By Patricia S. Ticer’s

State Senator

T
he week of Jan. 24 had a stepped-up pace
to it. President Obama’s State of the Union
and Governor McDonnell’s response gener-

ated many questions from Virginia Democrats. The
Governor has not detailed his plans to cut $2 billion
from the state’s budget although he has plans for
new funding for the hospitality industry and eco-
nomic development. Budget rhetoric intensified; and
on Friday, Senate Democrats asked “What’s the

plan?” So far, all that is known is that
the Governor plans to make cuts in
health care, education, and the Virginia
Retirement System but has given no
details. The Virginia Teacher Association
(VEA) has likened the state’s proposed

budget to a “out-of-control freight train” estimating
as many as 23,000 jobs in state public schools will
be lost over the next two years, thus increasing class
sizes and cutting classroom and extracurricular pro-
grams.

On a more positive note, the new Secretary of Ag-
riculture, Todd Haymore, met with the committee
which I chair, Agriculture, Conservation and Natu-
ral Resources, to disclose his plans increasing global
markets as did the new Secretary of Natural Re-

source, Doug Domenech who stated his interest in
preservation.

In another of my committees, Senate Transporta-
tion, many bills were passed. I am pleased to tell
you that my bill asking motorists to give bicyclists
and others at least 3 feet clearances for safety passed
along with a bill which would require “hands-free”
mode for cell phones.

Seat belts as a primary offense, also passed out of
Transportation. In addition, a bill which would add
cameras to crack down on drivers, who “backtrack”
on the Dulles Access Road to avoid paying tolls,
passed the committee and like the other bills is
headed for the Senate floor. Even though it passed, I
did not vote for the bill to increase the speed limit to
70 miles per hour as this will have negative effects
on energy consumption and insurance rates.

Lastly, on a disappointing note, the bills which
would have ended the “gun-show loophole” and
would have required prospective buyers to have an
instant criminal background check at gun shows,
have died in subcommittee of the House again this
year.

As always, I welcome your ideas and opinions. If
you are ever in Richmond, please come and visit. I
am in Room 329 in the General Assembly Building
at 910 East Broad Street. I can also be reached by
email at district30@senate.virginia.gov.

Awaiting Governor’s $2 Billion in Cuts

Weekly

Update
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Sports

Parker-Gray
Game Cancelled

The T.C. Williams boys basketball team’s
Parker-Gray memorial game against
Kecoughtan, which was scheduled for Mon-
day after twice being postponed due to in-
clement weather, was cancelled after
Kecoughtan was not allowed to travel from
Hampton to Alexandria due to potential
inclement weather.

Kecoughtan is coached by former T.C.
Williams head coach Ivan Thomas, who led
the Titans to the 2008 AAA state champi-
onship.

“It’s frustrating because that was going
to be an emotional game and a big-time test
for us because Kecoughtan is one of the
better schools in the state and possibly a
team we could see down the road,” T.C.
Williams head coach Julian King said. “Ev-
erybody knows a state championship pretty
much goes through the Hampton or Rich-
mond area. Plus, getting a chance to play
against a great coach and a talented team
[would have been good]. My kids were re-
ally excited and for them to get up every
week and then be let down by the weather
is a bummer. But you can’t control Mother
Nature.”

The Titans’ game against Lake Braddock

on Tuesday was postponed due to inclem-
ent weather. It will be played at 7:45 p.m.
Feb. 10 at Lake Braddock. T.C. Williams
travels to face South County at 7:45 p.m.
Friday and West Springfield at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday. The Titans will host Lee at 7:45
p.m. Tuesday.

Muhtadi Signs
with Arizona

Alexandria native and former T.C. Will-
iams defensive lineman Dean Muhtadi
signed with the Arizona Cardinals in late
January. His cousin, St. Stephen’s/St. Agnes
senior Laith Wallschleger, accepted a schol-
arship to play football at Delaware.

T.C. Girls Will
Host Two Games

The T.C. Williams girls basketball team
will host South County at 7:45 p.m. Friday
and Lake Braddock at 7:45 p.m. Monday.
The Titans were scheduled to play Lake
Braddock on Feb. 2 but the game was post-
poned due to inclement weather. T.C. Will-
iams also travels to face Lee at 7:45 p.m.
Tuesday.

See Sports Briefs,  Page 25

See Forfeit,  Page 25

Five questions with
T.C. Williams guard
Ryan Yates
Q: What is your favorite food?

A: Anything my grandmother makes,
but especially her macaroni and cheese.

Q: What is the furthest place
from the Washington D.C. metro
area you’ve been?

A: Las Vegas and Tucson, Ariz., both of
them were basketball related.

Q: You’ve had several games
postponed or cancelled due to
inclement whether this season.
What is your reaction?

A: It makes me pray that I go to [col-
lege] in a warm climate.

Q: What are your plans for after
high school?

A: I plan to be playing on an NCAA

Division I basketball team and helping
them go to the tournament.

Q: Do you have a favorite basket-
ball team?

A: I’m a big Kobe [Bryant] fan and a
huge Lakers fan. I saw when Kobe came
in [to the NBA] in 1996 and I’ve been a
fan ever since — and watching old clips
of Magic [Johnson] and Showtime.

5Qs

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

T
he T.C. Williams boys basketball
program’s five-year path of per-
fection through the Patriot Dis-
trict was soiled not by the on-

court performance of an opponent, but by
the review of a transcript.

Titan seniors Billy Rowland and Darrius
Porter were
deemed ineligible
after a review of
their transcripts
revealed they were
both fifth-year stu-
dents. Virginia
High School
League rules allow
an athlete four
years of eligibility.
T.C. Williams,
which started the season 12-3, will forfeit
its victories and continue as an 0-15 team
without Rowland and Porter.

Head coach Julian King first announced
the findings on Monday and Director of Stu-
dent Activities Bob McKeag confirmed on
Tuesday.

McKeag learned of a potential problem
from Lake Braddock DSA Mark Martino,
who contacted McKeag after receiving a tip
that Rowland, the team’s leading scorer at

17 points per game, might be ineligible,
McKeag said. The T.C. Williams DSA re-
viewed Rowland’s transcript and found he
was a fifth-year student. A subsequent re-
view of the other Titans’ transcripts revealed
Porter was also a fifth-year student.

Rowland and Porter are each transfer stu-
dents. Rowland attended Surrattsville High
School in Maryland for two years before
transferring to Bishop Ireton, a private
school in Alexandria, where he repeated the
10th grade, according to King and McKeag.
Rowland transferred to T.C. Williams in
2008 as a fourth-year junior. Porter trans-
ferred to T.C. Williams from North Carolina

in 2007. Porter re-
peated the ninth
grade in North
Carolina, McKeag
said.

“Those kids
slipped through
the cracks,” King
said Monday. “The
ball was just
dropped. … I’m
[angry] that these

kids slid through the cracks and no one
caught this. It’s ridiculous. I had no idea.
There’s no way I would jeopardize these
kids’ season for these [ineligible] kids to
play.”

King is in his second season as T.C. Will-
iams head coach. He was an assistant un-
der Ivan Thomas for the 2007-08 season,
when the Titans won the AAA state cham-
pionship.

McKeag took blame for the oversights,

even though he was hired after Rowland
and Porter had transferred to T.C. Williams.

“I’m just going to take full responsibility,”
said McKeag, who was hired as DSA prior
to the 2008-09 school year. “It’s the athletic
office’s responsibility to coordinate the eli-
gibility or non-eligibility of an athlete. …
I’d like to assure the folks in the city of Al-

exandria that we’re going to close the gaps
existing in our method of doing business
[and assure] a situation like this doesn’t
occur again.”

Superintendent Morton Sherman in an e-
mail to staff wrote T.C. Williams will take
three steps to avoid such problems in the
future. T.C. Williams principal William
Clendaniel is directing an investigation into
personnel and process involved in the han-
dling of student transcripts when Porter
transferred in 2007 and Rowland trans-
ferred in 2008.

The athletic department is checking to
confirm other Titan athletes comply with
eligibility rules and “School officials will
review practices and procedures and make
changes as appropriate. There will be a fo-
cus on improved communication between
the counseling and athletic offices.”

Sherman also wrote “I am very disap-
pointed for our students and for the T.C.
community. Whether this was caused by a
lack of checks and balances at the school
level or by human error, I am deeply dis-
turbed that T.C.’s longstanding practices
have resulted in hurting our students.”

Senior guard Ryan Yates, who combined
with Rowland to form the Titans’ 1-2 scor-
ing punch, said he felt bad Rowland and
Porter won’t get to play for the Titans and
he believes they did not know they were
doing anything wrong.

“I was more hurt that my teammates, my
brothers, couldn’t finish [the season],” Yates
said. “Some people may not know but bas

T.C. To Forfeit Games Due to Ineligible Players

Sports briefs

Two found ineligible
as fifth-year athletes.

Billy Rowland, T.C. Williams’ lead-
ing scorer, was deemed ineligible
after a review of his transcript
showed he was as fifth-year stu-
dent. VHSL rules allow four years
of eligibility.
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“I’m [angry] that these kids
slid through the cracks and
no one caught this. It’s
ridiculous. I had no idea.”

— T.C. Williams head boys basketball
coach Julian King

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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E-mail: biotechprogram@georgetown.edu
Website: http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

BIOTECHNOLOGY
One year program with rolling admission

Fall 2010 deadline is June 1, 2010

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

Alexandria
300 N. Washington St.
Suite 106
877-345-FTFT
www.ftalexandria.com
ftalexandria@fitnesstogether.com

Get a

FREE
personal
training session
(an $85 Value)

Gift Certificates Available

Call today and schedule a free Fitness
Evaluation and Personal Training Session.

Celebrating
5 Years in

Alexandria

Laura R. Stone, M.D., P.C.
205 S. Whiting Street, Suite 303
Alexandria, VA 22304

(703) 370-7728
www.laurastonemd.com

Significantly change your health
without medication. Thousands
of people just like you have
made it happen with the NEW
                           program.

Call today to discover this natural
way to live healthier and longer.
Lower your numbers and raise
your enjoyment of life!

For Women Only

FirstLine Therapy is a registered trademark of Metagenics, Inc.

Letters

Help Students Help
Cora Kelly Elementary students have started a “For The Love of Reading”

Read-a-Thon to raise money for Haiti relief through the American Red Cross.
The Read-a-Thon will run from now through Feb. 16. Become a sponsor for
the Cora Kelly students and help them achieve their reading and fund-rais-
ing goals. Contact Ashley Chappell, PTA Treasurer, at ckpta@corakelly.org.

Comparing City
To Federal
Workers
To the Editor:

I was absolutely astounded to
read the Gazette’s front page
“Competitive Pricing?” story. It
implies, but does not state, that
City and School Board employees
are generally overpaid on a mar-
ket basis. This is most certainly not
the case.

Lawyers and financial specialists
in City government are paid from
approximately 5 to 20 percent less
than their Federal government
counterparts of equivalent senior-
ity and duties; this is the most
readily available objective com-
parator. City employees receive
less paid time off (including fewer
paid leave days, and greater re-
strictions on leave-banking and
transferability). This translates
into slightly more work for mate-
rially less compensation.

For example, the City’s most se-
nior staff lawyers are paid roughly
in the equivalent of the Federal
GS-13 grade. Comparable Federal
government lawyers would nor-
mally be in the GS-14 grade, and
would be awarded roughly 20 per-
cent more pay. The City’s Chief
Financial Officer and Director of
Finance are both paid well below
the equivalent Federal GS-15 se-
nior pay steps. While public safety
staff are paid well compared to
other City employees, they too are
below the equivalent Federal rates.
City employees have not received
even basic cost-of-living pay in-
creases in several years, and the
City’s younger white collar staff
experience difficulties paying stu-
dent loan obligations.

In addition, City employees —
even below the managerial ranks
— are generally responsible for
tangible and immediate decisional
matters and end-results; they op-
erate in a more stressful, scruti-
nized, and fiscally-pressured envi-
ronment than their Federal coun-
terparts.

The comments of Alexandria’s
self-appointed anti-public service
mouthpieces were as predictable
as they were unreasonable.

The City provides a generally
high level of service to its resi-
dents, in exchange for remarkably
low tax levies. Implications to the
contrary, at the expense of poorly-
compensated City staff, are grossly
unfair and factually inaccurate.

Mark C. Williams
Alexandria

 (The writer serves pro bono as a
commissioner of the City’s Industrial
Development Authority, and is not a
City employee.)

From Dreams
To Nightmares
To the Editor:

Alexandrians can always count
on Mayor Euille for a memorable
line: “We had a lot of hopes and
dreams” but things didn’t work
out with Carlyle … or, as David
Cavanaugh reminds us, with
Mark Center … or a lot else. We
ought to thank the Gazette Packet
for reminding us of these pipe
dreams voted into law because a
number of those who follow the
developments’ Pied Piper are still
in office.

We have a city government
which makes decisions based on
hopes and dreams (versus histori-
cal memory or sound judgment)
but when those hopes prove out
to be iridescent phantasms, the
dreams become nightmares for
those who have to live with their
consequences.

Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Improving
Del Ray
To the Editor:

I am a Boy Scout from Troop 131
and I have lived in Del Ray all my
life. In the last few years, I have
seen more buildings go up than
parks and open space.

As part of my Citizenship in the
Community Merit Badge, I spoke
with Laura Durham, open space
coordinator, Department of Recre-
ation and Parks, and I asked her
what I can do to help promote
more open space. She said that I
could attend the planning meet-
ings, which I will try to do. How-
ever, I think that in addition to
open space, there are many other
things that we can do to improve

life in Del Ray. Here are some sug-
gestions that I came up with:

1. We could have an ice skating
rink somewhere in Alexandria that
everyone could use in the winter.

2. We could close Mount Vernon
Avenue to car traffic on weekends
to reduce car traffic so that cyclists
and walkers could roam freely.

3. During the week we could use
trolley cars instead of cars to run
up and down the Mount Vernon
Avenue to calm traffic down a little
bit.

Jonathan Neville
Alexandria

Barring
Individuals
To The Editor:

For years as a voluntary activist
I have heard of so many stories of
barred issues and I believe there
should be a policy of some type to
help those who are in need to be
heard.

Overall I support having any
person or persons barred from a
property if he or she endangers the
health and safety of another.

But the city and legislation
should keep in mind cabbage and
lettuce may look the same, yet,
they aren’t. And those that are
judged or prejudged because of
suspicious activity or just being
loud should be asked to move on
or keep walking as well as be given
a warning. We all have the right
to live in a safe joyful environment
and atmosphere throughout our
communities but authority should
not overstep its boundary. There
should be some type of law to ad-
dress this by city council members,
commonwealth office and other
city officials.

Geri Baldwin
Alexandria
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

F/T,  DENTAL FRONT DESK
Burke, VA.  Experience with  collections 
preferred. Softdent and insurance 
knowledge a plus.  Must be personable, 
reliable, detail-oriented and possess 
good communication skills.  Excellent 
benefits.  Fax resume to 703-978-0423.

GREAT JOB OPPORTUNITY

Work at Historic Mount Vernon
Part-Time  Tour Guide positions 

available
Call or email: Gail Cassidy 

703-799-8610
gcassidy@mountvernon.org

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

MEMBER COMMUNICATIONS
& EDUCATION SUPPORT

APNA is looking for a full time adminis-
trative specialist who will concentrate on 
member email blasts, updating web-
sites, maintaining newsletter schedules, 
monitoring & updating social networking 
sites,   etc.  Candidate  will  have  strong 
interpersonal skills & an understanding 
of Microsoft & social networking soft-
ware. Only those with salary history & 
requirements will be considered. Please 
send   your  resume  to  Lisa  Nguyen at 
lnguyen@apna.org.

LEAD MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN
Mount Vernon’s Operations and Maintenance Department is seeking a Lead
Maintenance Technician to assist in the installation, maintenance and repair
of electrical, heating, air conditioning, domestic water and various other sys-
tems.  The position includes housing on the estate but relocation is not paid,
and supervises a staff of 4 technicians.
Essential Functions: Assists in the installation, maintenance and repair of
electrical systems, pumps, motors, valves, security and fire alarm equipment
and HVAC equipment and controls; Various maintenance tasks including
electrical and HVAC diagnostics, installing piping & electrical wiring, digging
trenches, working with sewer tanks, drainage, and pumping equipment,
assembling scaffolding/rigging, & setup and operation of audio/visual
equipment; Conducts all work/orders & compiles a daily record; Operates,
maintains & secures tools and equipment;  Practices, maintains and enforces
safety regulations and procedures; Performs preventive maintenance and
repairs to all electrical systems.
Special Requirements: Requires standing/walking for long periods of time,
entering dark, dusty and close spaces, using solvents, lubricants, adhesives
and other hazardous materials, and exposure to all weather conditions;
Weekend and holiday work and rotating 24 hour duty shift required;
Classified as essential and requires participation in all emergencies, ice and
snow removal and special events.
Qualifications: 7+ yrs. experience in electrical, emergency power systems,
energy management, general repairs and fire safety; good understanding of
MEP and architectural drawings; Good written & verbal communication skills
and  proficiency w./MS office suite; Knowledge of life safety codes preferred;
valid driver’s license required; Employment contingent upon successful drug
test and criminal/background check.
Send application materials:
Via email- HRMail@MountVernon.org,
or fax- 703.780.8320.  Applications may be downloaded and printed from
the website (under employment) at www.MountVernon.org

MOUNT VERNON IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

-Clinical Director-
No. Va. Eye Surgery Center, Fairfax Va.

Our fast growing ASC is looking for a skilled
Clinical Director to manage and supervise
the clinical aspects of our beautiful, new ASC.
Applicant must be an RN with at least five
year’s experience as well as BLS & IV
certified. Experience in PACU, or the OR, or
an Ophthalmic ASC a major plus.
The Clinical Director’s position commands a
highly competitive salary & full complement
of benefits.
Mail resume and cover letter to NVESC,
atten: Artisan Medical, 11951 Freedom
Drive, 13th floor, Reston, Virginia 20190 or
email response to:
MChamberlain@artisanmedical.com

Office Manager 
Established Northern Virginia com-
mercial architectural firm seeking 
an Office Manager to help the firm 
reach the next level. Tasks involve 
supporting a 20+/- person creative 
staff in a variety of business and 
design aspects of the practice. 
Qualifications include:
• having strong communication 

skills - written and verbal 
•   light accounting experience 
•  possessing a high level of energy 

and willingness to stay busy 
•  ability to be nice and to play well 

with others 
Email resume to 

rw@mgrouparchitects.com

PRE-SCHOOL DIRECTOR
St. Aidan’s Day School is seeking a new 
preschool Director to oversee 125 chil-
dren and 20 staff for the upcoming 
2010-11 school year. A complete job 
description  is  outlined  on  our website: 
www.staidansepiscopal.com/school.php.  
Please send  resumes  by  February  19th
to Search Committee, Attn: Elizabeth 
Rees,   saintaidans@verizon.net           or 
St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church, 8531 
Riverside Road, Alexandria, VA 22308.

FT/PT. Temp/Perm. Ideal for
students/others. Sales/Svc, Flex

Schedules. Conditions apply. All ages 18+.
703-359-7600

2010
EXPANSION

Great Pay!

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. Email
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

From Page 23

Sports

From Page 23

ketball is a way of life to us. For them to
take it away from them, I know it hurts be-
cause it hurt me, too. The [12-3] record was
all good, the [80-game Patriot District win-
ning] streak is all nice, but basketball is
much more than that. It was very hurtful.

“… Even if they’re not on the team I’ll be
playing for both of them because they’ll still
be part of us. Whatever they say, whatever
the fans say, the media, anybody, we know
they’re still part of the team and we’re still
together. … We understand the situation.
We know Billy, we know Darrius and they’re
the type [of guys] that would never lie to
you and never jeopardize the team for their
own fortune. We knew they didn’t do this
on purpose. They had no idea. … We’ve got
their back 100 percent.”

While T.C. Williams’ record takes a hit,
all hope is not lost for the Titans. King said
the team’s style of play might change and
everyone on the roster will need to step up,
but hopefully the Titans will be ready for
the Patriot District Tournament.

“We’ll use these five games to iron out
the kinks,” King said Tuesday. “There’s new
players thrust in different positions so these
are five games where we can see where they
are, where we are as a team … and how we
can make the best of the situation and hope-
fully we’ve righted the ship by the tourna-
ment.”

Sports briefs

Forfeit

Umpires Needed
Northern Virginia Baseball Umpires As-

sociation (NVBUA) is in need of officials for
baseball and volleyball. Umpires are needed
for colleges, men’s leagues, high schools and
youth recreational leagues. Experience is
helpful but not required. Formal classroom
and on-the-job training will be provided.
Classes will begin in mid-February. Umpires
are needed for all communities in the
greater Washington D.C. Metro area. Sup-
port local community’s sports leagues by
signing up. Call Ken Williams (703-400-
3232) for more information or go to
umpires.org to fill out a “New Ump” form.

Umpires Needed
For Adult
Slowpitch Softball

Fairfax Adult Softball (FAS), the largest
softball organization in the area, is seeking
umpires for our adult slowpitch softball
leagues in Fairfax County. Umpires net pay
starts at $25 per one-hour game and are
paid monthly. Experience is desired but ASA
training is provided beginning early Febru-
ary. Flexible scheduling is based on avail-
ability. Contact FAS at 703-815-9007 or
email to: office@fairfaxadultsoftball.com.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
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703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

117 Adoption

Adoption: A lifetime of end-
less love, laughter, security & 
every opportunity await your 
precious newborn. Expenses 

pd. Private/ Legal. Jen & Greg 
1-877-205-2780

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

ROOFING ROOFING

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Planting •Mulching •Patios

•Decks •Driveways •Concrete

•Retaining Walls

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Results! Why,
man, I have
gotten a lot 
of results. 

I know several
thousand things
that won't work.

-Thomas A. Edison

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS
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