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Above and Beyond

News

Fairfax City Council recognizes charitable
efforts of two Fairfax High School students.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
J
u
s
t
i
n
 
F
a
n
i
z
z
i
/
T

h
e
 
C

o
n

n
e
c
t
i
o

n

Mayor Robert Lederer reads the proclamation recognizing Bialek and
Rummel.

By Justin Fanizzi

The Connection

M
ost 16-year-olds can be
found spending their free
time playing video games,
browsing Facebook or frit-

tering away hours at the local mall. Marissa
Bialek and Jordan Rummel are not average
16-year-olds, though. They like to spend
their free time trying to make their com-
munity a better place for
all, young and old,
wealthy or not.

The two Fairfax High
School juniors created
Project BOND, otherwise
known as Beginning to
Open New Doors, last
year in an effort to pro-
vide assistance to those
who need it most in the area. Their tireless
efforts, along with the help of a recruited
army of fellow classmates, were rewarded
with a proclamation from the Fairfax City
Council Tuesday, Jan. 26 praising them for
their work.

“Most students just beg their teachers to
fill out community service forms or things
like that,” Rummel said. “We wanted our
community service project to be something
that people would want to do, but I never
thought that this little thing we started dur-
ing the summer would get to this level. To
be blunt, it’s been pretty cool.”

According to Bialek and Rummel, who
have been friends since seventh grade, the
idea to create Project BOND was conceived
by Bialek last summer. Bialek said that she
was thinking about her fellow students and
how many of them were still seeking com-
munity service hours to fulfill a school re-
quirement. Then, she said, the idea came
to her to organize an ongoing project that

“This is only the
beginning for
Project BOND.”
— Victoria Tran, classmate

would allow her classmates to meet their
own requirements, but to do it in a way that
they would be excited to be a part of. She
quickly grabbed the phone and called
Rummel to tell him about her idea, and in-
stantly, he saw the potential and the two
began planning.

“I was just sitting in my room thinking
about how many people were trying to find
a community service project, so it started
that way,” Bialek said. “But I wanted to

make it a good, fun thing
to do, and it just went
from there.”

The first step in creat-
ing Project BOND, Bialek
and Rummel decided,
was to start spreading
the word in their own
communities and among
their own friends and

family to stimulate interest. So, the two or-
ganized a “Field Day” in Bialek’s Hampton
Chase neighborhood in which all residents
were invited to a nearby park for an after-
noon of family-friendly activities. No admis-
sion was charged and no donations were
asked for; the two simply wanted to let
people know that they were starting Project
BOND and help strangers to become friends.

“We just wanted people to get out and
playing games with each other and not feel
like they were attending a charity event,”
Bialek said. “I saw people I’d never seen
before getting engaged with each other. I
was shocked at how well it went.”

After seeing the success of their initial
efforts, the two then starting thinking about
expansion. They said that they started ad-
vertising their project around the school and
on Facebook, encouraging their friends to
join the team and even received promo

See School,  Page 6
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News
Still Under
Consideration
Governor still weighs
school funding freeze.

See Funding,  Page 7

By Veronica Garabelli

Capital News Service

U
nder pressure from politicians in
Northern Virginia, Gov. Bob
McDonnell (R) appears to be back-

ing away from a staff comment that he
would continue using a school funding for-
mula that takes money from more affluent
localities and gives it to less affluent ones.

Last week, McDonnell’s press secretary,
Stacey Johnson, told Capital News Service
that the governor planned to uphold the
funding-formula freeze proposed in Decem-
ber by then-Gov. Tim Kaine (D).

“The governor plans to keep the current
freeze,” Johnson said in an e-mail on Fri-
day (Jan. 22). “We will put out more spe-
cific direction to agency heads next week.”

However, on Tuesday, Johnson backed
away from that statement. In a statement
sent to Capital News Service she said, “We
are evaluating all of the components of the
current budget and will be working with
House and Senate budget conferees to
gather their input on existing spending re-
ductions as well as potential new cost sav-
ings strategies.

“No final decisions have been made re-
garding the composite index freeze by the
legislators or the governor’s finance team.”

At issue is the Local Composite Index, a
formula that determines how much school
funding a county or city would get from the
state government.

The LCI assigns each school division a
score, such as “.75” or “.51,” based on the
locality’s adjusted gross income, taxable
retail sales and property tax base. The lower
its score, the more money the locality gets
from the state government for basic educa-
tion and vice versa.

THE LCI scores for Fairfax, Loudoun and
Prince William counties were about to drop,
meaning those school divisions would get
more state funding. However, Kaine decided
to freeze the LCI scores at last year’s levels.

The result: Fairfax County stands to lose
$61 million; Prince William County, $22
million; and Loudoun County, $34 million.

Supervisor Jeff McKay (D-Lee) said the
sooner school districts know the fate of the
school funding formula, the better because
they will be able to plan their budgets.

McKay said he wants to educate Fairfax
County citizens about the LCI freeze. He
said that the issue originally was seen as
“inside baseball” and that the anger com-
ing out of Northern Virginia was underesti-
mated.

“Clearly, what we’re doing is starting to
work,” McKay said. “Every taxpayer in this
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Rescuers Return from Haiti
Virginia Task Force 1 team members line up in front of their plane.

“I’ve been in many
earthquakes and I’d never
seen destruction like that.”

— Rescue Specialist Wayne Reedy

Virginia Task Force 1 returns from 15-day
deployment to earthquake-ravaged country.

See Task Force,  Page 15

By Justin Fanizzi

The Connection

F
or most people, the devastation of
the Jan. 12 earthquake in Haiti
was realized only through televi-
sion news reports or horrifying

images in the newspaper and their only
means of assistance lied in Red Cross dona-
tions. The members of Virginia Task Force
1, however, got a more hands-on experi-
ence.

The task force, comprised of members of
the Fairfax County Urban Search and Res-
cue Team, returned home Thursday, Jan. 28

after spending two weeks in Haiti digging
through rubble
and saving lives.
The mutli-hour
rescue missions,
combined with
20-hour work
days, left most
of the 114 team
m e m b e r s
thrilled to be
home and a bit
more thankful for the things they used to
take for granted.

“I’ve been in many earthquakes and was

at the Pentagon on 9/11 and I’d never seen
destruction like that,” Rescue Specialist
Wayne Reedy said. “Nothing prepares you
for what you see at first, but you have to
adapt and overcome.”

The task
force, one of
only three
teams in the
country ap-
proved by the
federal govern-
ment to per-
form overseas
search-and-res-
cue missions,

was activated by the United States Agency

Robinson Middle brings ‘Annie’ to stage.
By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

F
eaturing a cast and crew of more than
100, Robinson Middle School is pre-
senting “Annie.” And it won’t be an

abridged version.
“We set the bar really high,” said Amy

Hard, co-directing with Diane Burokow. “No
junior shows We do only full-length, Broad-
way productions.”

Show times are Thursday, Feb. 12, at 7
p.m.; Saturday, Feb. 13, at 2 p.m. and 7

Rams Present ‘Hard-Knock’ Musical
p.m.; and Sunday, Feb. 14, at 2 p.m. Tick-
ets are $10 online and at the door, but they
go quickly, so purchases at
www.robinsondrama.org are recom-
mended.

Accompanying the cast on piano will be
Robinson Secondary students Madison
Auch and Michael Lamar. Choreographers
were Hard and sophomore Josh Israel.
Musical director is Lee High Choir Director
Kristin Sheppard.

“We’ve set it strongly in the Great Depres-
sion, so the environment becomes a char-

acter,” said Hard. “It’s the first time we’ve
done ‘Annie’ here, and we picked the show
before we knew we had a perfect Annie.”

Playing that title role is seventh-grader
Chloe Gilfoil, with a powerful voice that
belies her petite stature. Describing 11-year-
old Annie as “energetic and spunky,” Chloe
said her character looks on the bright side.
“She’s friendly and not afraid to say any-
thing,” said Chloe. “She’s an orphan, be-
friended by the rich Mr. Warbucks, but she
hopes her parents will find her.”

Chloe enjoys acting and making new

See Robinson,  Page 14
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News
Week in Fairfax

Davis Wins Poetry Contest
Paul VI recently hosted a school-wide Poetry Out Loud

competition, as part of the national recitation contest. The
2010 Virginia Poetry Out Loud Recitation Contest is a part-
nership of The National Endowment for the Arts and the
Poetry Foundation, the Virginia Commission for the Arts,
Theatre IV and Barksdale Theatre. Each student recited
two poems from memory chosen from an anthology of 600
poems. Contestants were judged on accuracy, voice and
articulation, appropriateness of dramatization, level of dif-
ficulty, physical presence and evidence of understanding.
Junior Stephanie Davis won first place for her recitation of
“Richard Corey” by Edwin Arlington Robinson and “Fall-
ing: The Code” by Li-Young Lee. Sophomore Sean Pugerude
won second place and senior Dan Browne was awarded
third place. After winning the school competition, Davis
will advance to the regional competition on Feb. 19 at the
Signature Theatre in Arlington. To learn more, visit http:/
/www.poetryoutloud.org/.

Dan Browne, Stephanie Davis and Sean
Pugerude were the winners in PVI’s school-wide
Poetry Out Loud competition. Davis will advance
to the regional round after winning the school
contest.

Bulova Named Legislator of Year
On Tuesday, Jan. 19, Del. David Bulova (D-37)
accepted the 2009 Legislator of the Year Award
from the Virginia Professional Fire Fighters for
support to Virginia’s fire fighters, EMTs and
first responders. Bulova received the award at
the Virginia Professional Fire Fighters Legisla-
tive Conference in Richmond. During the 2009
General Assembly session, Bulova sponsored
legislation to strengthen the Line of Duty Act,
which provides for the families of Virginia’s
public safety officers who are killed or disabled
in the line of duty. Bulova, center, receives the
Legislator of the Year Award.
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To Change the World
Brothers, friend create
New Thought Pictures
film company.

Julian Curi, James Wright and Dex Curi

“We want stories
that change the
world.”

— Dex Curi

See New Thought,  Page 5

By Justin Fanizzi

The Connection

B
urke resident and George Mason Univer-
sity senior Dex Curi believes that art should
do more than produce chip laughs of third-
rate thrills, and he is willing to back up

his words with action.
With the help of his brother Julian and friend

James Wright, Curi created New
Thought Pictures, a film company
whose mission may seem lofty but
to its creators, is wholly attainable.
Simply put, they want their mov-
ies to change the world.

“I want people to watch the films
we make and be stirred in the soul
and walk away with their con-
sciousness raised,” Dex Curi said. “We want stories
that change the world.”

Their first attempt at reaching that goal has come
in the form of their debut movie, the 6-minute long
“WILL,” the story of a young man who is confused
with his sexuality. In the film, which is available on
video-sharing Web site You Tube, the man has a re-
lationship with another man he meets on campus,
and ultimately finds himself in a life-altering situa-
tion that leaves him with remorse and regret. While
the subject matter may be controversial, the film-
makers are simply using it as a vehicle to covey their
message of awareness and thinking before acting
on an impulse or desire.

“A lot of people are careless when it comes to sex
and are think that they cannot get [HIV/AIDS],” said

Wright, who wrote the screenplay for “WILL” based
on a short story he drafted. “Many of my friends are
gay, and a couple of them have HIV because they
were careless. Whatever your lifestyle, it should be
lived safer.”

According to Dex Curi, the film was posted to You
Tube in early January after spending about 40 hours
shooting film for the 6-minute film. He said that
Wright provided the story, which Dex Curi then turned
into a script. Curi then recruited Julian to be the di-
rector and cinematographer, because Julian had prior
experience. Then they began were scouting locations.
After they received permission to shoot in certain lo-
cations, they started filming. Curi said that they shot
so much film because the script was a work in
progress and they needed to make sure they filmed

anything they could possibly use
so a story could be constructed in
the editing phase.

“I’ve done work on a lot of
projects, but I saw a lot of poten-
tial in this project,” Julian Curi
said. “They came to me asking for
help [in shooting the film] and one
thing led to another and I ended

up becoming part of the company.”
The film, which also contains original music per-

formed by Wright, already has nearly 1,000 hits on
You Tube and many positive comments have been
posted by viewers. In addition, Dex Curi said that
the film has received good reviews from the gay com-
munity and from several other sources. Dex Curi said
that he mailed copies of the film to area groups that
he felt would be interested, which included several
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender groups and that
these groups, surprisingly, enjoyed the film.

“I thought there’d be much more controversy than
there was,” Dex Curi said. “The people in the gay
and lesbian community that have seen it actually feel
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pity for the main character because he is
truly confused. His sense of home, they felt,
was accepting that he had HIV and accepted
that he would die from it.”

In addition to busily working to expand
the budding New Thoughts Pictures, the
three also have their studies to worry about,
as well. Dex Curi is in his final semester at
Mason and will earn a bachelor’s degree in

psychology and plans on going for his doc-
torate in the field. Julian Curi is studying
communications in radio and television at
Franciscan University in Ohio and will
graduate in 2012. Wright, 22, is studying
music at Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege and is transferring to Mason this sum-
mer, where he will study philosophy.
Though their academic pursuits may seem
to inhibit their filmmaking careers, they
each believe that their field of study will

help them perfect their craft.
“I truly believe that you have to under-

stand, as an actor, the human psyche,” Dex
Curi said. “You can’t understand that un-
less you’re academically trained to do that,
so that’s why I am pursuing my doctorate
in psychology.”

In the meantime, however, Dex and Julian
Curi and James Wright will continue to ply
their trade and improve their abilities and
the only way to do that is to keep making
movies. Dex Curi said that they have already
begun preparing to shoot their next film this
summer, a full-length film entitled “White-
Washed Sepulchre,” which he said tells the

story of a homosexual priest who struggles
with his choices. Wright did not write the
script for this movie but contributed to the
editing process, and once again, Julian Curi
will direct. Though it will only be movie
number two, the trio believes that it will be
just the beginning in a long line of films
that will have a greater impact.

“I believe that the purpose of any art
should be to change the world, and that’s
why I am so inspired but what we are do-
ing,” Wright said. “It’s not about making
money of getting hits on You Tube. It’s about
trying to inspire a ‘New Thought’ within
people.”

New Thought Pictures
News

From Page 4

Go to www.YouTube.com and search “WILL”
and “New Thought Pictures” to watch the movie.Watch ‘WILL’
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Lords of the Wings

tional help from many of the school’s
teachers. Once they felt that word was suf-
ficiently spread, they began asking friends
and family members for small donations for
their next charity effort. The two took the
money they received and went to local su-
permarkets and department stores and
bought food and clothes for a number of
charities that they targeted beforehand.
Soon enough, their Facebook group had
more than 100 followers and received sev-
eral dozen commitments from people offer-
ing their time and support.

“We got really good reviews from the field
day, and we even had an article about
[Project BOND] written in the school news-
paper,” Rummel said. “It really just took off.”

After garnering considerable support from
their friends and family, Bialek and Rummel

started to look for other ways to support
the less fortunate in the county. The next
charity effort, they decided, would be par-
ticipation in the 2009 Fannie Mae Help the
Homeless Walk-a-Thon, on Nov. 22. The two
solicited friends and family for donations
for the walk, and they ended up collecting
more than $500, all of which was donated
to homeless charities that Fannie Mae had
preordained.

As soon as the Walk-a -Thon was com-
pleted, Bialek and Rummel started work on
their next endeavor, the Salvation Army’s
Angel Tree program. Again, they asked for
financial donations from people that they
knew, and eventually, they collected enough
money to purchase winter outfits and sev-
eral toys for three different Fairfax children.
In addition, the also organized a holiday
food drive in which they collected more
than 400 packets of Ramen Noodles for the

Lamb Center homeless day center in Fairfax
and personally brought the food to the cen-
ter.

“The [charity work] for the Lamb Center
really struck me,” Rummel said. “You know
you’re directly making an impact when you
see the people you are helping. They were
so grateful. It was so touching.”

While Bialek were humbled and appre-
ciative of the recognition they received from
the City Council, they both said that they
are more concerned with Project BOND’s
future. The charity’s latest endeavor, they
said, is planning a food drive for the Capi-
tal Area Food bank. They plan to collect
money and nonperishable food items, which
they hope to hand over in mid-February. In
addition, Rummel said that they recently
spoke with representatives from city’s so-
cial services program about future events
that Project BOND can contribute to and

discussed groups in the area that are most
in need of Project BOND’s support. These
new connections, combined with Bialek and
Rummel’s boundless determination to help
people, forecast great things ahead for
Project BOND, and as evidenced by the
proclamation, people are noticing it, too.

“I love seeing my friends doing things that
are so great, and when the community rec-
ognizes them, it’s even better,” said class-
mate Victoria Tran. “They started it them-
selves, but now it’s turned into something
much bigger. This is only the beginning for
Project BOND.”

From Page 2

Project BOND
Go to  HYPERLINK “http://

projectbond.org/”http://projectbond.org
for more information on Project BOND.

School Community Service Project Grows

People

Lords of the Wings
Hard Times restaurant hosts
buffalo wing eating contest.

By Reed S. Albers

The Connection

B
uffalo wings and football. It’s a cu-
linary marriage made in pigskin
heaven. What better way to pass
the annoying pre-Super Bowl

week than to host a buffalo wing eating
competition?

That’s what local restaurateur Doug
Welsh, owner of the Hard Times Cafe in
Fairfax, decided to do to help promote his
business and his wings.

On Feb. 2, the final qualifying leg of the
2010 Wing Bowl took place at his sports
bar.

“I had the idea a couple of years ago, but
I’m not a big eating competition person,”
he said. “But our wing business is so big
and people are fanatical about them, we
wanted to promote [the wings].”

With a few phone calls to local sports ra-
dio station 106.7 WJFK to help promote the
event, the Wing Bowl was born.

“We kicked around the idea with the guys
from WJFK,” he said. “They said that other
markets run a Wing Bowl so we jumped all
over it.”

The premise is simple: 20 contestants
have 10 minutes to eat as many chicken
wings as possible. The bone of each wing
must be clear of any meat; partial wings do
not count toward a competitor’s grand to-
tal.

Oh, and don’t vomit, that’s an automatic
disqualification.

The top four finishers from each of the
restaurant’s seven participating locations
move on to a finals competition on Feb. 5

at the Hard Times
Cafe in Springfield,
where 30 of the area’s
best wing eaters will
chow down for a
$2,500 cash prize.

At first, Welsh said
he hesitated to host a
competitive eating
event, but over time
he came to love the
idea.

“I’ve seen those [hot
dog eating] competi-
tions and I wondered
‘What is this?’ I just
didn’t get it,” he said.
“But then I went to
[one of the Hard
Times-hosted events]
and I loved it.”

slow-but-steady approach after nearly chok-
ing during the event.

“I was going so fast I had to stop, I kind
of choked,” he said. “You have to take it
slow. You can’t go at it full speed.”

Competitive-eating newcomer Kim
Dryden, 28, of Fairfax said he practiced with
two-piece wings before the competition.

“I was hoping to get 50 wings [eaten],”
he said. “But they were drumstick wings so
it was harder than I thought.”

The winner of the Fairfax event, Mike
Longo, 22, of Long Island, N.Y., successfully
ate 49 wings to claim first place and a spot
in the finals.

Longo, a veteran competitive eater, said
a friend told him about the contest and he
wanted to be part of the area’s first Wing

Bowl.
“This was right up my alley,” he said. “I’ve

done pizza-eating competitions before.
That’s pretty much my specialty. I guess
wings are up there, too.”

With an estimated 1,100 wings cooked
for the Fairfax event, Welsh said he expects
to see the Wing Bowl grow into an annual
event.

“Our first goal was to get the event done
this year” he said. “We expect it to grow
over the next few years.”

Looking ahead to the finals, Welsh sud-
denly realized that 1,100 wings may not be
enough.

“It just dawned on me that at the finals
we’re going to have 30 of the best wing
eaters going at it at once,” he said.

Joe Pines attacks his plate of wings at the start of the Wing Bowl. ‘I like to see who’s
the best [at eating wings],’ he said.

While not in the same league as Nathan’s
International July Fourth Hot Dog Eating
Contest at Coney Island, N.Y., the Fairfax
Wing Bowl attracted a curious crowd to
witness live competitive eating.

It also brought out some local eating vet-
erans and newbies.

“I just won a wing eating championship
a month ago,” said contestant Joe Pines, 27,
a Fairfax resident. “I like to see who’s the
best [at eating wings]. It’s a lot of fun.”

Just as football has plays such as the blitz,
option and pass, competitive eaters bring
their own strategies to the table.

One competitor employed the “wood
chipper” method, placing a wing in his
mouth and then twirling the meat off the
bone with his teeth. Pines said he used a

“I was hoping to get 50 wings.”
— Kim Dryden P
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county has to keep the pressure
on this.”

SEN. CHAP PETERSEN (D-
34), has spoken in the General
Assembly about the school fund-
ing formula. He said he doesn’t
think McDonnell’s administration
is focused on the issue.

“I’m not quite sure if they un-
derstand it,” Petersen said. “I don’t
think they’ve made a commitment
one way or the other.”

Corey A. Stewart, chairman of
the Prince William County Board
of Supervisors, and Scott K. York,
chairman of the Loudoun County
Board of Supervisors, said they are
also working to spread the word
about the LCI freeze.

“I really am not prone to mak-
ing exaggerations,” Stewart said
“But it would seriously damage the
educational systems in Northern
Virginia.”

Kaine proposed freezing the LCI
to protect 97 school divisions that
would lose money if the formula
were re-calculated.

From Page 3

Funding
News
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Opinion

Adding More Painful Cuts

Letters

Commentary

By Dr. Kirsten Edmiston

Medical Director, Inova Cancer Services

W
omen can be apprehensive about
going for their annual mammo-
gram. The stress of waiting for re-

sults, or even the test itself, can be something
many would gladly avoid.

In November, the United States Preventive
Services Task Force (USPSF) may have added
to this stress by announcing revised screening
mammography guidelines. The new recom-
mendations left many women uncertain about
what to do about their breast health. The
USPSF recommended against routine screen-
ing mammography in women aged 40 to 49
and recommended that women aged 50 to 74
have a mammogram every two years rather
than every year, unless there is a high-risk for
breast cancer because of family history or gene
mutations.

The new guidelines conflict with those of
the American Cancer Society and the Ameri-
can College of Radiology, which both remain
committed to advising annual mammograms
starting at age 40, as well as the National Can-
cer Institute, which recommends that women
age 40 and older have mammograms every
one to two years.

The Inova Breast Care Institute, which has
entry points throughout Northern Virginia for
patients with any type of breast health issues,
continues to support routine annual screen-
ing mammograms from qualified breast im-
aging centers for women over the age of 40 as
long as they are in good health.

In the United States, breast cancer is the

Sorting Out Conflicting
Advice on Mammograms

most common cancer and the second leading
cause of cancer deaths in women according to
the American Cancer Society. More than
192,000 new cases and 40,000 deaths from the
disease are expected in the U.S. this year.

THE BEST approach to maintaining a
women’s breast health is to maintain a healthy
lifestyle, have appropriate screening based on

risk and to encourage
women to discuss their spe-
cific family history and cir-
cumstances with their phy-
sician.

Women who have found breast cancer after
having an annual mammogram agree that it is
important to be diligent about having regular
breast exams. Early detection leads to the best
chance for a successful outcome.

The Inova Breast Care Institute at Inova Al-
exandria, Inova Fairfax, Inova Fair Oaks, Inova
Loudoun and Inova Mount Vernon hospitals are
some of the first programs in the Washington,
D.C., metro area to receive three-year accredi-
tation from the National Accreditation Program
for Breast Centers, which awards accreditation
only to programs that embrace a
multidisciplinary approach and can meet or
exceed 27 strict standards for excellence in
breast care.

When there are questions about breast care,
experts at the Inova Breast Care Institute are
available to answer those questions, alleviate
any concerns and offer our commitment to
supporting women’s breast health. For more
information about breast health visit inova.org/
ibci.
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Opposing Connolly
On Health Care
To the Editor:

U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11)
should not be re-elected this Novem-
ber.

I am opposed to the current health
care legislation and wrote to him last
August to express this opposition and I
know that many of my friends and
neighbors did as well. Mr. Connolly re-
plied to my e-mail by closing with “But

we have to get it right and
take into account your
concerns and the concerns
of others.” Yet, on Nov. 7,

2009, Mr. Connolly voted in favor of
HR3962 - Affordable Health Care for
America Act. He voted “Aye,” ignoring
the opposition of thousands of voters
in the 11th District of Virginia. He ap-
parently was more concerned with in-
gratiating himself to the House Demo-
cratic leadership to advance his politi-
cal career than with listening to his con-
stituents.

Now, Mr. Connolly is quoted in a Jan.
25 Politico article about the fate of
health care legislation as saying “We’re
out of sync. I favor health care reform.
I favor comprehensive healthcare re-
form, but not at the price of forcing
something down the public’s throat that
the public finds distasteful and bitter.”
Apparently now Mr. Connolly realizes
that the American people and just
maybe the voters in the 11th District

See Letters,  Page 9

With talk of cutting programs that make it
bearable to go to school for students, pay cuts
should also be on the table.

Editorial

S
ome of the cuts proposed by Fairfax
County Public Schools might sound
like they would not affect learning
very much.

Freshman sports, for instance, involves 2,200
students across the county who are engaged
in the delicate transition from middle school
to high school. Why would it matter? How
about the 5,000 students who participate in
indoor track?

Or the thousands of students who find their
love of learning through music.

Or the students getting a second chance on
success at Pimmit Hills Alternative School.

Succeeding in school is all about finding a
niche, a reason to go, particularly in high
school. For some students, this is band. For
others it is the chance to run track. For some,
it’s an art class. For others it might be a con-

nection to friends made through freshman
sports.

Education succeeds for many different rea-
sons. It is a huge mistake to cut off the very
things that help students engage.

Nevertheless, schools across the area will
have less money per student this year, and they

will have to make cuts. Before
they cut the life out of the
school day for so many chil-
dren, parents and the rest of
local taxpayers deserve to see

administration and staff over a certain level
willing to share the pain.

No doubt many administrative cuts are not
receiving as much publicity as cuts that im-
pact students. But what administrative depart-
ments will face cuts similar to those proposed
for music or some sports programs?

Pay cuts for staff with salaries more than
$75,000 should also be on the table, holding
classroom teachers harmless.

More moderate than many of the cuts in
many private companies with revenue short-
fall in the past two years, schools could con-
sider a 5 percent or smaller for employees who
make $75,000-$90,000, ranging up to a 20 per-
cent cut for those who make $140,000-
$200,000 and possibly more for anyone who
makes more than $200,000.

These are people who have served in the
school system for a long time, and they de-
serve respect for the excellent job they have
done. But right now, everything needs to be
on the table.

This budget crisis is different than in the past.
Right now for the first time, taxpayers are look-
ing at drastically lower home values, and many
are underwater. Tens of thousands of taxpay-
ers in Northern Virginia are unemployed. For
the public to press for more money for schools,
schools will have to demonstrate that they “get
it.”

— Mary Kimm
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are really, really serious in their opposi-
tion to this legislation.

What has happened to change Mr.
Connolly’s mind about supporting the cur-
rent legislation? Of course we all know the
answer — Sen. Scott Brown (R-Mass.) Mr.
Connolly is now afraid for his political life.
If the voters in the bluest of blue states,
Massachusetts, can turn against a Demo-
crat, then the voters in the 11th District
could easily turn against him in November.
Furthermore, he must now think that sepa-
rating himself as far as possible from the
House Democratic leadership will help him

From Page 8
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politically. What a difference two months
can make.

The 11th District deserves a better con-
gressman than Mr. Connolly who responds
so blatantly to the political winds. He ig-
nored his constituents’ concerns in Novem-
ber to advance his own political career and
now he is reacting differently because he
fears for his political life. Can we ever trust
him to honestly represent our views? I be-
lieve the voters in November will see
through this transparent “battlefield conver-
sion” and retire him in November.

Keith G. Damon
Fairfax

Join the Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-
Burke for its Adventures In Learning
program open to all adults age 50 or better.
Registrants bring a bag lunch and stay for a full
day of exercise/classes/activities and socializ-
ing, or pick and choose the classes that interest
them the most.  For the spring ses-
sion, classes will meet each Monday,
from March 22-May 3 (except April
5), 9:30 a.m.-2:45 p.m., at Lord of
Life Lutheran Church, 5114
Twinbrook Road, Fairfax; registration fee-$30.
Class schedule and registration forms will be
available on-line starting  Feb. 19 at
www.fairfax-burkesc.org or by calling the SCFB
office at 703-323-4788.

The Literacy Council of Northern Vir-
ginia (LCNV) helps adults learn to read, write,
speak and understand English through one-to-

Around Town

one tutoring programs and English classes.
Each year, LCNV conducts tutor-training work-
shops to prepare volunteer tutors to provide
individualized instruction to adult students
who want to improve their English literacy
skills. Each tutor is trained, matched with a

student, and encouraged to meet
weekly for an hour and a half to
help the student improve his or
her English skills. No teaching or
foreign language skills are re-

quired. A $40 training fee covers the cost of
books, materials and instruction. All tutor-
training workshops take place at the James Lee
Community Center, 2855 Annandale Road in
Falls Church. ESOL Tutor Training Workshop
takes place on Saturdays, Feb. 20 and 27 and
March 6, from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. For more
information, e-mail volunteers@lcnv.org or call
703-237-0866.
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Calendar

To have community events listed, send
to south@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416 with questions. Dead-
line for calendar listings is two weeks
prior to event.

THURSDAY/FEB. 4
Fairfax High School Choral

Department Cabaret Night. 7:30
p.m. at Fairfax High School, 3501
Rebel Run, Fairfax. Tickets cover
admission, dessert and a beverage.
$10 adults; $5 seniors, students or
children over two years old. $25 for a
family of four. A separate raffle for
gift baskets will also be available.
www.fhschorus.net.

The Persuasions. 8 p.m. at Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1624 Trap Road, Vienna. $25. 703-
938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

Owl Tales. 10:30 a.m. Burke Centre
Library, 5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke.
Stories about owls. Age 13-23
Months with adult. 703-249-1520.

TrackHustle & BeTaRaZ presents
the Board Games Beat Battle.
10 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. East, Vienna. $10 advance, $12
day of show. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

The 2010 W.E.B. DuBois Lecture
and Film ‘Black and Queer in
America.’ Lecture at 1:30 p.m., film
screening and discussion begins 4
p.m. at Research I, Room 163,
George Mason University, Fairfax
campus. This program is part of
George Mason University’s programs
in African and African American
Studies, and Women and Gender
Studies. Speakers include Patrik-Ian
Polk, creator, director, and producer
of Logo Channel’s Noah’s Arc, and
Marlon Ross, University of Virginia
professor of African American
Literature and Gender & Queer
Theory. Free admission. 703-993-
4080 or http://aaas.gmu.edu.

FRIDAY/FEB. 5
Fairfax Symphony Valentine Pops

Gala: Amore! An Evening of
Italian Love Songs. At the Hilton
McLean Tysons Corner, 7920 Jones
Branch Drive, McLean. 6:30 p.m.
silent auction and cocktail reception,
8 p.m. dinner, 9 p.m. FSO in concert
with tenor Robert Petillo and soprano
Jeanine Thames. $300 per person or
$3,000 per table, available by credit
card at 703-563-1990, or by check to
Fairfax Symphony Orchestra, 3905
Railroad Ave., Suite 202N, Fairfax,

Celebrate the Lunar New Year on
Feb. 13 and 14, from 1-5 p.m., at
Fair Oaks Mall. Enjoy a weekend
of music, dance, kung fu demon-

strations, a lantern festival, and children’s drawing
contests. Fair Oaks Mall is located at 11750 Fair Oaks
Mall, Fairfax. Free. For more information visit
www.ShopFairOaksMall.com or call 703-359-8302.

Happy New Year

Va. 22030.
www.fairfaxsymphony.org.

Mark Morris Dance Group. 8 p.m. at
George Mason University Center for
the Arts, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. With the area premieres of
‘Visitation’ and ‘Empire Garden.’ A
pre-performance discussion, free to
ticket holders, begins at 7:15 p.m. on
the Center’s Grand Tier III. $22-$44,
available at 888-945-2468 or
www.gmu.edu/cfa.

Brian Gaffney. 7-9:30 p.m., at The
Auld Shebeen, 3971 Chain Bridge
Road, Fairfax. 703-293-9600.

Stroke Comeback Center Fund-
raiser: the Benefits of
Chocolate. 7:30 p.m. at Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave., Vienna. Live
music, boutique of gifts, chocolate
choices, food, open bar, and an
auction of canvases painted by local
physicians during the evening. 703-
255-5221.

Pianist Hiromi. 8 p.m. at Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1624 Trap Road, Vienna. $25. 703-
938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

‘The Vagina Monologues.’ 8 p.m. at
George Mason University Harris
Theatre, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. Tickets $25. Part of the Vday

campaign to end violence against
women and girls. sas.gmu.edu.

SATURDAY/FEB. 6
Jeri Sager. 7:30 p.m. at Wolf Trap

Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1624 Trap Road, Vienna. West
Springfield High School alumnus and
Broadway star Sager debuts at the
Barns of Wolf Trap with her solo
cabaret show, “Broadway by Jeri.”
Accompanied by a four-piece band,
Sager will re-create her roles in
“Cats,” “Les Misérables” and “Evita.”
$25. 703-938-2404 or
www.wolftrap.org.

Spagetti Dinner. 5-7 p.m. at the City
of Fairfax Senior Center, Green Acres
Center Cafeteria, 4401 Sideburn
Road, Fairfax. Pasta, salad, garlic
bread, dessert and beverage. Adults
$8, students and seniors $7, $6 under
age 10. Children under age 2 free.
Proceeds benefit the Senior Center.
Open to the public, walk-ins
welcome. 703-359-2487 or
jormesher@fairfaxva.gov.

Mark Morris Dance Group. 8 p.m.
at George Mason University Center

See Calendar,  Page 11
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for the Arts, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. With the area premieres of
“Visitation” and “Empire Garden.” A
pre-performance discussion, free to
ticket holders, begins at 7:15 p.m. on
the Center’s Grand Tier III. $22-$44,
available at 888-945-2468 or
www.gmu.edu/cfa.

Sonorus: Virginia’s 1st Wizard
Rock Festival. 11:30 a.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
$20. www.jamminjava.com.

Ballyhoo! and MOJO. 10 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10 in advance, $13 at the
door. www.jamminjava.com.

Chocolate Lovers Festival. 8 a.m.-5
p.m. at City Hall, 10455 Armstrong
St., Fairfax. Taste of Chocolate,
Chocolate Challenge, pancake
breakfast, craft show and bake sale,
children’s activities and Chocolate
Caper. Open Houses include the
Fairfax Museum, Ford Building,
Legato School and Ratcliffe-Allison
House. www.chocolatefestival.net or
703-385-1661.

Brian Gaffney. 7-9:30 p.m., at The
Auld Shebeen, 3971 Chain Bridge
Road, Fairfax. 703-293-9600.

Read to the Dog. 1 p.m. Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke. Read aloud to a trained
therapy dog. Call or sign up online
for a 15-minute session. Age 6-12.
703-644-7333.

Vienna-Falls Church Chorus. 10
a.m. City of Fairfax Regional Library,
10360 North St., Fairfax. A quartet
will perform in the lobby. 703-293-
6227.

Scouts and Crafts. 10 a.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Girl Scout Troop

From Page 10
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Things To Do

A Star Comes Home “I didn’t go to my homecoming
dance, so I’m kind of giving

myself a homecoming.”
— Jeri Sager

West Springfield grad Jeri Sager returns to
area for a ‘homecoming’ show at Wolf Trap.

By Amber Healy

The Connection

J
eri Sager’s family didn’t know she
could sing until she was in high
school. “We were sitting around
the dinner table one night and Jeri

said she was going to be doing a solo dur-
ing church the next Sunday,” said her sis-
ter, Jo Gilley, who now lives in Chicago.

The puzzled faces turned to slack-jawed
astonishment when Sager, then in her early
teens, belted out a song Barbara Streisand
sang in the movie “Funny Girl.”

“We were just stunned,” Gilley said. “My
dad forgot he was in church for a second
and said ‘Damn. She can really sing,” she
laughed.

Now Sager is preparing for a one-night
only show at The Barns at Wolf Trap Satur-
day night, where she’ll perform songs from
her career on Broadway. Currently, Sager is
performing both on land — a concert in
Dallas this week before her return to Fairfax
County — and at sea — on cruise ships,
including a recent stint in the Panama Ca-
nal. When she’s not on the road, she makes
her home in Nashville with her husband,
Randy Rickel, who is currently on tour as a
coach driver for comedians.

Growing up, Sager’s performances were,
for the most part, “alone in my room, sing-
ing into my hairbrush” in the early days,
she said. She would come home from West
Springfield High School and emulate the
singers she loved to listen to, learning from
and imitating them.

Sager was in the band, playing percus-
sion in seventh and eighth grade, but joined
chorus in 10th grade. She tried out for the
all-state choir that year and was one of two
girls to make the performing group from
her school that year.

“Nobody knew who I was,” Sager said. “I
came out of nowhere.”

She never did shows for her family, like
most aspiring singers do, Sager admitted.
But her stage presence is equally credited
to her mother “a wonderful actress” and her
father, “who had a great voice. I got my

D
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voice from my father but the soul of an
actress comes from my mom.”

When Sager performs at Wolf Trap on
Saturday evening, in the audience will be
her sister, Gilley, her husband and their
two sons, along with some friends from
her days at the now-defunct Harlequin
Theater in Maryland.

“I didn’t go to my homecoming dance,
so I’m kind of giving myself a homecom-
ing,” Sager said, laughing.

Earlier in the week, Sager did a show
in Dallas, where her brother Jim lives
with his family. “This is like Old Home
Week,” Sager said, sounding thrilled to
be performing in front of people she
loves.

While onstage, she’s performing
songs she loves as well, from the laun-
dry list of shows she’s starred in over
nearly 20 years.

Among her favorites is a rendition of
“Memory” from the musical “Cats.”

Each performer selected for the leg-
endary musical is told the story of the
dancing felines by their musical direc-
tor at the beginning of rehearsals, Sager
said. On her first day, Patrick
Vaccariello, her musical director, and pro-
duction director David Taylor gave her their
version of the story and gave her a little
insight behind the song.

At first, she admitted she wasn’t thrilled
to sing a song known and loved by so many.

“I’ll be honest, I hated that song,” she said.
But when she heard the story and got a little
bit of a backstory on what her character,
Grizabella, was going through before sing-
ing that well-known song, everything
changed.

“Now I love it,” she said. “I now tell audi-
ences the story they told me before I sing it
and it’s a different take on the song, I think
it has a new dimension.”

ALSO INCLUDED in the two-hour-long
show will be songs from other Andrew Lloyd
Weber hits like “Evita” and “Phantom of the
Opera” and some other well-known Broad-
way staples like “A Chorus Line” and “Fid-

Sager might get her wish of a full house,
according to Graham Binder, assistant

director for public relations at Wolf
Trap, who says the performance

is “heading toward a sell-
out.”

The team at Wolf
Trap is excited for this
performance, Binder
said, because Sager is
a “name” among
people who love
Broadway tunes.

Trying to secure a
performance at Wolf
Trap was “a no-
brainer,” he said. “She’s
a NOVA native and has
a brand new cabaret
show that our patrons
have yet to see, plus
she’s obviously a name

given her accomplish-
ments on Broadway.”

The Barns of Wolf Trap is a 382-
seat venue, Binder said, with “the best

acoustics in the NOVA region,” making
Sager’s show “an extremely hot ticket.”

WITH SOME of her family in the audience,
the show may take on a very emotional at-
mosphere.

“I think it makes for a very special time
when family and friends are present at any
endeavor, especially a live show,” he said.
“The energy is just that much more palpable
for the performer and the crowd.”

Sager has to keep in mind that “when I’m
telling stories about my past, there will be
people in the audience who will remember
what I’m talking about,” she said. “For the
first time in my life, I’ll be telling a story to
an audience of people who were there with
me.”

The audience is always an integral part
of the show, Sager said, because it is be-
cause of the people in the seats that she
has a job.

“I’m so lucky to do what I love, but I know
that if they didn’t want to hear me sing, I
couldn’t do that,” she said.

dler on the Roof.” Sager said she changes
the roster all the time, so she wasn’t fully
certain of what her set list would look like
for the concert at Wolf Trap.

Sager will be backed by a three-piece en-
semble, including pianist Scot Woolley, who
is also her musical director, along with bass
player Doug Largent, percussionist Mitch
Perrins and Bryan Crook, on alto and tenor
sax, clarinet and flute.

Her performance is a family-friendly
show, and she’s hoping many families will
come out, so children realize that real live
singing isn’t what can be seen on shows like
“American Idol.”

“There’s so much out there that’s lip-
synched and fixed. Kids need to be exposed
to live performances so they know the dif-
ference,” Sager said. “The difference with
Broadway is that if I can’t sing a song on
pitch eight times a week, I don’t get that
job.”

Jeri Sager sings
this Saturday at
the Barns at
Wolf Trap.

#1194 provides simple craft activities
for children age 4-8 years. 703-
293-6227.

Chocolate Covered Fairy Tales.
11 a.m. City of Fairfax Regional
Library, 10360 North St., Fairfax.
Storyteller Gary Lloyd with his
version of selected fairy tales.
703-293-6227.

Glass Harp Music. 2 p.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Presented by
harpist Jamey Turner. 703-293-
6227.

One-on-One Computer
Tutoring. 10-11 a.m. Burke

From Page 11
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Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Learn to use a
computer, navigate the Internet, and
work with common software
applications. Call for an
appointment. Adults. 703-249-1520.

New World Bilingual Institute
Chinese New Year Celebration:
the Year of the Tiger. 1:30 p.m.
at George Mason University
Dewberry Hall, Johnson Center, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Chinese
painting and calligraphy
demonstrations, riddle guessing,
raffle, dumpling cooking lesson and
more. Performances include the
WuShi,Lion Dance, TaiJi Fan Dance,
Presidential Dragon Dance, Dance

ETC Broadway Dance, Er Hu
(Chinese Violin), HuLuShi Music
and TingPin Dumb Dance. Silent
auction to benefit the NWBI Hope
Fund for underprivileged children in
GuiZhou, YunNan, China. $6 adults,
$ 3 students, seniors and children,
$2 under age two. www.nwbi.us or
703-978-7905.

Big Football Game Sampling Day.
10 a.m.-1 p.m. at Unity  Church of
Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill Road,
Oakton. A market-wide sampling of
local foods that you can buy at the
market or make at home.
Smartmarkets.org.

‘The Vagina Monologues.’ 2 p.m.
and 8 p.m. at George Mason
University Harris Theatre, 4400

University Drive, Fairfax. Tickets $25.
Part of the Vday campaign to end
violence against women and girls.
sas.gmu.edu.

SUNDAY/FEB. 7
Chocolate Lovers Festival. 8 a.m.- 5

p.m., at City Hall, 10455 Armstrong
St. Taste of Chocolate, Chocolate
Challenge, pancake breakfast, craft
show and bake sale, children’s
activities and Chocolate Caper. Open
Houses include the Fairfax Museum,
Ford Building, Legato School and
Ratcliffe-Allison House.
www.chocolatefestival.net or 703-
385-1661.

Magical Moments with Jonathan

Austin. 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. 703-293-6227.

MONDAY/FEB. 8
Lightning Strikes! Percy

Jackson Movie Release Party.
3:30 p.m. Kings Park Library,
9000 Burke Lake Road, Burke.
Celebrate the release of the new
film based on the book series with
trivia and activities. Age 8-14.
703-978-5600.

Friends of the Library Monthly
Meeting. 7 p.m. Kings Park
Library, 9000 Burke Lake Road,
Burke. For more information, call
703-978-5600.
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Sports
Fairfax Connection Sports Editor Reed Albers

703-224-3014 or  ralbers@connectionnewspapers.com

By Reed S. Albers

The Connection

T
he Robinson wrestling team is
accustomed to being one of the
best on the Northern Virginia
wrestling scene, but according

to head coach Bryan Hazard, his team’s per-
formance at the Battlefield Duals on Jan. 8
and 9 at Colonial Forge in Stafford, Va., re-
ally showcased his team’s potential.

“At the Battlefield Duals, we got to wrestle
some of the nation’s best teams, including
Connellsville, [from Pennsylvania,]” he said.
“We won eight matches against
[Connellsville] out of 14. We lost to them,
but it showed us we were ready [for the
post-season].”

Robinson won six of its seven meets at
the Battlefield Duals, including a key vic-
tory over Concorde District opponent
Westfield.

Despite finishing the season undefeated
in the Concorde District, the Rams are put-
ting their season behind them and focusing
on what Hazard considers the “real season.”

“Everything up to this point was just prac-
tice,” he said. “All that work is to get here.”

On Feb. 6, the Rams will compete for the
Concorde District championship and a
chance to advance
their wrestlers to re-
gional and state
competitions.

Hazard rattled off
a list of his top per-
formers who he said
are looking to build
on their success.

One of those wrestlers is Tim Fitzpatrick,
whose return to the Robinson wrestling
team has been a welcome one.

“The sky is the limit for him,” Hazard said.
“He took two years off and he’s finally be-
ginning to buy back in. He came back ex-

Ram Grapplers Prep for District Finals

cited to wrestle.”
Jacob Crawford is another wrestler Haz-

ard singled out as a
top performer. He
noted his regular
season losses came
against exceptional
opponents.

“He’s just a great
kid,” Hazard said.

“He lost a handful of matches to nationally
ranked opponents. Otherwise, he’s been
very good.”

Hazard is particularly optimistic about his
lightweights, Dallas Smith and Jake Smith.

“Our lightweights are very tough,” Haz-
ard said. “They’ve wrestled very well this

Wrestlers look
to improve upon
successful season.

year and they could go far.”
Although Hazard singled out some of his

best wrestlers, he was quick to add that his
entire team has been strong this season and
attributes their success to a hard-work men-
tality.

“The kids here are experienced and hard
working,” he said. “They’re kind of stubborn
in training and they’re just tough. It’s been
a great group.”

DESPITE HIS optimism about the Rams’
chances at the Concorde District finals,
Hazard knows the formidable competition
could upset his team’s title bid.

“Everything changes come tournament
time,” he said. “You have to be prepared

for anything.”
Preparing for the unknown during tour-

nament season doesn’t just apply to wres-
tling.

One unanticipated change for Hazard and
his team is that the upcoming district finals
will take place all in one day, instead of a
normal two-day schedule, because of a po-
tential snowstorm.

“I’m not sure what we’re going to do [be-
cause of the change],” he said. “But we’ll
figure it out.”

Even with a one-day finals meet, Hazard
is confident his team will be ready to de-
fend the school’s wrestling legacy.

“[The kids] have high expectations for
themselves and we do, too,” he said.

The Robinson wrestling team went undefeated in Concorde District meets this season.

Week in Sports

Two Individual
Titles for Rebels

At the Liberty District track and
field finals on Jan. 29, two Fairfax
athletes took home individual Liberty
District championships.

Richie Lowe won the boys’ shot put
title while David Ladd and Nabil
Mezher placed first and second in the
boys’ 55-meter dash.

The team also saw personal best
performances from two other ath-
letes. Yol Ho Sung ran a 7.35 in the

“Everything up to this
point was just practice.”

— Bryan Hazard

55-meter dash and Veronica Bustos who ran
a 8.55 in the 55-meter dash.

Robinson Girls’ Claim
District Swim Title

The Robinson girls’ swim team won their
fourth straight Concorde District swim title
on Jan. 30, scoring 515 points,
besting Oakton’s 443 and
Westfield’s 316.

The boys’ team was unable
to  add a 13th straight title to their Concorde
District winning streak as Oakton upset the

swimming powerhouse with 492 points to
Robinson’s 404.

Four Bruins Commit
On Signing Day

On Feb. 3, four Lake Braddock athletes
signed their National Letter of Intent to play

sports at the collegiate level.
Football player Khamrone Kolb

will be attending Penn State Uni-
versity. Soccer player Rachel

Nichols will be attending Cornell Univer-
sity. Baseball player Ryan Lindemuth will

be attending Washington and Lee Uni-
versity. Track and cross-country run-
ner Liana Epstein will be attending Yale
University.

Hoops Tryouts
The Braddock Road Youth Club Girls

U-14 (ninth grade) AAU Basketball
team will be conducting tryouts at Lake
Braddock Secondary School on Sun-
day, Feb. 14 and Sunday, Feb. 21 from
3-5 p.m. For additional information, e-
mail jmotey@aol.com.
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BASEBALL & SOFTBALL
TRAINING CENTER

Pitching Clinic with Jon Link
LA Dodgers Reliever

Saturday, February 6, 2010
4:30-6pm: Ages 7-12
6:30-8pm Ages 12+
Topics (age appropriate)
•Pitching fundamentals
•Arm/shoulder care
•Developing second pitch
•Pitching Demonstration
•Q & A and more!

Jon Link
LA Dodgers
Chantilly HS Grad

Registration $50
Parents & Coaches

Welcome
CALL TO REGISTER

703-378-9090
4080-F Walney Rd.
Chantilly, VA 20151

frozenropes.com/chantilly

WINTER BASEBALL & SOFTBALL CLASSES

b

Realtime Worship - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening - 6:30 PM Youth Meeting
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM

Call for Sunday Evening Worship Home Group Schedule
visit our website: www.jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

“Experience the Difference”

Jubilee
Christian Center

Celebrating the Sounds of Freedom

To Advertise Your Community of Worship, Call 703-917-6463

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Assembly of God
Jubilee Christian Center

703-383-1170
Fairfax Assembly of God

703-591-4284
Way of Faith Assembly of God

703-573-7221

Baptist
Braddock Missionary ... 703-830-4125

Calvary Hill…703-323-1347
Fairfax Baptist…703-273-1820
Fairfax Circle…703-573-7372

Greater Little Zion…703-764-9111
Iglesia Bautista La Gran Comiscica...703-323-5858
Judah Praise Fellowship Christian...703-758-1456
Northern Virginia Primitive Baptist...703-255-0637

Bible
Bancroft Bible Church... 703-425-3800

Catholic
St. Leo the Great Catholic... 703-273-5369

St. Mary of Sorrows Catholic Church...
703-978-4141

St. Paul Catholic Chruch... 703-968-3010

Coptic Orthodox
St. Mark...703-591-4444

Disciples of Christ
Fairfax Christian Church... 703-385-3520

Episcopal
Church of the Apostles

703-591-1974
Truro Episcopal...703-273-1300

Jewish
Congregation of Olam tikvah... 703-425-1880

Chabad Lubavitch...703-426-1980

Lutheran
Bethlehem Lutheran...703-978-3131

Christ Lutheran...703-273-4094
Kings of Kings...703-378-7272

Lord of Life...703-323-9500

Methodist
Bruen Chapel United...703-560-1665

Fairfax United...703-591-3120
Pender United...703-278-8023

St. George’s United...703-385-4550

Non-Denominational
Fair Oaks...703-631-1112

Fairfax Church of Christ..703-631-2100
Fairfax Community Church...

703-323-0110
Sovereign Grace Church...703-691-0600

Jesus Christ Crucified...703-385-9015
Metropolitian Community Church

703-691-0930
Salvation Army...703-385-9700

Shepherd’s Heart...703-385-4833
Word of Life Church International...

703-978-7101

Pentecostal
The Greater Pentecostal Temple...

703-385-9426

Presbyterian
Christ Presbyterian Chruch...703-278-8365

Fairfax Presbyterian...703-273-5300
Korean Presbyterian...703-321-8090

Providence Presbyterian...703-978-3934
New Hope...703-385-9056

Shalom Presbyterian…703-280-2777

Seventh Day Adventist
Fairfax Seventh Day Adventist

703-978-3386

United Church of Christ
Little River United
 Church of Christ

703-978-3060

Messiah United Methodist Church
www.messiahumc.org

Check out our:
• dynamic youth group
• both men’s and women’s ministry
• wonderful choir, bell choirs and a full orchestra

Sunday Services 8:15, 9:30 and 11 am
Sunday School 9:30 and 11 am
Childcare is available during worship

6215 Rolling Road, Springfield
(near West Springfield High School)

703-569-9862

friends among the cast. “It’s hard memorizing all
the lines, but I get to work with a dog, ride on things
and get lifted up,” she said. “I think the show will be
touching and really enjoyable.”

Eighth-grader James Lynch portrays Daddy
Warbucks. “He’s a wealthy, regal and composed busi-
nessman and one of few people untouched by the
Depression,” said James. “He feels he’s better than
everyone else and that what he does is right. So [ini-
tially], he has little respect
for most of the other char-
acters. But Annie unlocks
the part of him that’s soft
and caring.”

James loves playing such
a powerful, important per-
son. “I stand straight and
keep my head high,” he
said. “And it’s fun to show
how Warbucks changes
from coldhearted to lov-
ing.” He said the audience will like the play’s seri-
ous and funny moments, plus energetic songs and
choreography.

His favorite number is “The New Deal for Christ-
mas.” “Everything’s coming together and it’s all good.
It’s the happy ending in song form,” said James.
“Annie brings sunshine to poor people who don’t
have much to look forward to. The play’s message is
that people should keep a positive attitude.”

However, not all the characters share Annie’s out-
look, and eighth-grader Hannah Sikora portrays Miss
Hannigan, who runs the orphanage. “She’s mean and
an alcoholic,” said Hannah. “She can’t find a man
and no one likes her. She’s frustrated that none of
these ‘rotten orphans’ listen to her and she wants to
get rich fast.”

A longtime fan of “Annie,” Hannah is enjoying her
role — the complete opposite of her, in real life —
so more of a stretch to play. She says the audience
will love the show’s classic and familiar storyline.

“The directors made it not like a typical, middle-
school performance, but more like a professional
show,” she said.

Playing President Franklin D. Roosevelt is eighth-
grader Eli Downs. “Annie gave him the inspiration
and optimism to create the New Deal,” said Eli. “She
really wanted to meet the president of the United
States and went with Warbucks for a quick visit. FDR
let her stay [so he could] have a child’s perspective
on the government.”

Eli has done many plays, but it’s the first time he’s
played a real person. “FDR
was someone everyone
knew and cherished, and
knowing that is almost a
burden, but also fun,” said
Eli. “I’ve done research and
seen many movies about
him so I can play him real-
istically.” His favorite num-
ber is “You Won’t Be an
Orphan for Long” because
“it’s a happy song and a

showstopper. Everyone’s in it, all reassuring Annie.”
Seventh-grader Zoe Diamond-Tapper portrays an-

other orphan, Annie’s good friend Molly. “She’s up-
set with her life, but tries making the best of it,” said
Zoe. “It feels free playing someone half my age. My
favorite song is ‘It’s a Hark-Knock Life’ because it’s
high energy and I make fun of Miss Hannigan.” As
for the show, she said, “The audience will see all the
hard work and effort we put into it. And Chloe has
an amazing voice the audience will really like.”

Stage manager is senior Cody Clarke and, said
Hard, “He’s helped since seventh grade and made
this program work.” For this play, he’s in charge of
the high-school, tech-crew chiefs doing sets, lights,
sound, makeup and costumes. He also runs scenes
and numbers with the young thespians. “I thrive on
chaos,” he said. “This is a timeless show and we’ve
got a really talented group of actors.”

“The dynamic between the cast members really
charges the theater with electricity,” said Hard.

Camps & Schools
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As Molly, student Zoe Diamond-Tapper, on the floor, pretends to be the mean Miss
Hannigan while the other orphans taunt her during the song, ‘It’s a Hard-Knock Life.’

Robinson Stages ‘Annie’
From Page 3

“It’s hard memorizing all
the lines, but I get to work
with a dog, ride on things
and get lifted up.”

— Chloe Gilfoil
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To add your FREE Realtor Open House listing in

Chantilly/Oak Hill, Centreville/Clifton, Fairfax
Contact: Karen Washburn

     kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 p.m.

OPEN HOUSES
SAT./SUN. FEBRUARY 6 & 7

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click the Real Estate links on the right side.

13708 FRANKFORD CIR • $549,900 • Open Sat. 1-4
Long & Foster • Sang Kim • 703-790-1990

Clifton/Centreville
6012 RAINA DR ...................... $300,000 ...Sun. 1-4...Saab Realtors .................George Saab.............................703-288-4877

13708 FRANKFORD CIR..........$549,900 ...Sat. 1-4....Long & Foster.................Sang Kim..................................703-790-1990

Fairfax
3800 LYNN REGIS CT..............$874,999 ...Sun. 1-4...RE/MAX Allegiance .........Mary Thyfault Clark...................703-563-2210

3820 BOSWORTH CT .............. $749,000 ...Sun. 1-4...RE/MAX Allegiance ......... Judy Wonus..............................703-280-1010

3126 Barbara Lane..................$599,900 ...Sun. 1-4...Weichert.........................Theodosia Dampier...................703-919-2212

10826 FAIRCHESTER DR ........ $399,000 ...Sun. 11-2.Weichert.........................Chris Walters............................703-691-0555

3044 MISSION SQUARE..........$389,000 ...Sun. 1-4...Weichert.........................Nita Neri ................................... 703-893-1500

12012 RIDGE KNOLL D... ........$245,000 ...Sun. 1-4...Keller Williams Capital ....Joan Lovett...............................703-535-3610

Reston

11418 SUMMER HOUSE CT....$544,000 ...Sun. 1-4...Long & Foster.................Mark Wilson ............................. 703-668-8364

Leesburg

201 Prince St NE.....................$359,900   .Sun. 1-5...Samson Properties .........Leona Nutter.............................703-727-4452

Fairfax Station

11611 YATES FORD ROAD...... $767,500 ...Sun. 1-4...Keller Williams................Karen Paris...............................571-220-7503

Burke
5815 APPLE WOOD LN ........... $349,900 ...Sun. 1-4...Coldwell Banker..............Joy Bauer ................................. 703-451-2500

9803 SPILLWAY CT.................$345,000 ...Sat. 12-3 ..McGrath Real Estate .......Michael Chambers .................... 703-709-2264

Teach the Children
Preschoolers learn lesson
of giving during Jan. 27
Pajama Program.

Community

I
n November 2009, children in the The King’s
Chapel in Clifton started new program called
“King’s Kids With a Purpose.” Once a month,
these children, ages 3 to 10, learn to reach out

to others in their community. The children mostly
come from Fairfax, Chantilly, Centreville, Alexandria

and Herndon.
For Thanksgiving, they prepared and delivered

Thanksgiving baskets throughout Reston, Fairfax,
Chantilly and Centreville through F.A.C.E.T.S. For
Christmas, they helped pick out and purchase gifts
for Prison Fellowship’s Angel Tree program, provid-
ing Christmas presents to the children of prisoners
in Fairfax County and Washington, D.C. in the name
of their incarcerated parents.

On Wednesday, Jan. 27, the children took part in
“The Pajama Program” by donating new pajamas and
bedtime storybooks to children in foster care, shel-
ters and orphanages.

Katherine Craddock reads ‘Stellaluna’ to the children at the Jan. 27 Pajamas Program.
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for International Development the day after the
earthquake but was deployed in two separate units.
A team of 72 personnel, six search and rescue ca-
nines, search and technical rescue personnel, physi-
cians, paramedics, structural engineers and other
support personnel was deployed Jan. 13, but after
seeing the extent of the destruction, quickly realized
that more task force members were needed. So, 42
more personnel were sent Jan. 15.

ACCORDING TO Task Force Leader Capt. Joe
Kaleda, the mission faced difficulty right from the
outset. Kaleda said that the Port-Au-Prince Airport,
which had only partially reopened at the time of their
arrival, had no staff working, so the team had to take
its own equipment and baggage of the plane them-
selves, which he said took a couple of hours. After
collecting its gear, the team broke into groups and
loaded into trucks and headed for the U.S. Embassy
and built a temporary base at that location.

The first mission then, Kaleda said, was to send
reconnaissance crews out into the capital city to pri-
oritize search locations based on devastation and the
potential for survivors.

“We hit the ground running,” Kaleda said. “From

there, it was 24/7 rescue operations for three days
straight. It was heart-wrenching, but we were there
to do the best we could for as long as we could.”

Throughout the two weeks, the team managed to
find and rescue 16 survivors that were all buried
under the rubble of destroyed buildings across the
city. Because much of the country’s communication
infrastructure was destroyed, Reedy said that the
team relied heavily on locals who had a family mem-
ber or friend missing to let them know where to
search. One such tip, Reedy said, led to one of the
deployment’s most harrowing and challenging res-
cues at the upscale Hotel Montana, where the team
tunneled under the building and up into the rubble
to retrieve a buried survivor. That particular rescue
took 30 hours, he said.

“When you’re out there working, you think of the
people just like they are your own family,” Reedy
said. “Some rescues were difficult because some of
the people were so entombed. Some only had an inch
of space for 10 days.”

With the deployment completed, the 114 task force
members will return to their day jobs at the Fairfax
County Fire and Rescue Department and other places
of employment. Two more task force members left
Jan. 28 to join California Task Force 2 members for
four to seven days as part of a rapid response force.

Task Force 1 Back in Fairfax
From Page 3

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • www.hsfc.org

4057 Chain Bridge Rd., Fairfax, VA 22030 • 703-385-7387

THIS IS “BAILEY”
D.O.B. Dec. 12, 2006. Lab Mix, Spayed Female, 30
lbs. Bailey is only one year old and is a very small Lab
mix. She has a cool chocolate brown shorthair coat
with little white toes and weighs about 30 lbs. She
loves to prance around, loves to bring her toys to you
for playtime and knows several commands. She’s
housebroken and great to walk on a leash. She is
leery of strangers; however, once introduced she will
gladly share her toys and be your forever friend. She
does best in a home with no small children as they
tend to move to fast and scare her. To know this
sweetheart is to love her. Please come out and
meet this special little girl today.
Attributes: A special little lady!
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By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

T
he Fairfax County School Board
has set a goal of renovating
school buildings every 25 to 30
years, but in reality, most

schools are waiting approximately 40 years
before their physical plants receive an up-
grade.

School Board members unanimously ap-
proved a capital improvement plan Jan. 21
that included many school renovation
projects several years overdue.

When Franklin-Sherman Elementary’s
renovation project gets underway this year,
it will be the McLean school’s first total fa-
cilities overhaul since it was built in 1952.
Freedom Hill Elementary, which opened in
Vienna in 1949, is scheduled to undergo its
first “full renova-
tion” in 2010 as
well.

It is not clear
yet when a build-
ing like West
Springfield High
School, originally
built in the 1960s
and approxi-
mately 100 students over capacity, would
see an upgrade to its physical plant, though
a renovation is unlikely to get underway any
time during the next decade.

WITH LITTLE HELP from the Common-
wealth of Virginia, the school system relies
almost entirely on the Fairfax County gov-
ernment for money to complete new school
construction, building additions and reno-
vations.

Both school staff and county government
officials agree that the county has been gen-
erous when it comes to school building
funding. But what the county can afford to
do is simply not enough to keep up with
the demand for renovations.

Currently, the Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors issues bonds annually for $155
million worth of school capital projects. The
system’s staff said it would need approxi-
mately $225 million per year to ensure an

Many Schools Outdated, Overcrowded
Increasing enrollment puts pressure
on limited school facilities funding.

overhaul of each facility every three de-
cades.

By contrast, School Board member Dan
Storck (Mount Vernon) has said that Mont-
gomery County, Md. spends approximately
$100 million more per year on school con-
struction than Fairfax, even though the sub-
urban Maryland school system has 30,000
fewer students.

An increase in student enrollment has also
put extra pressure on Fairfax’s limited
school construction funding pool.

The school system has seen enrollment
grow by 8,500 students since the beginning
of the 2006-07 school year, gaining 3,300
students from September 2008 to Septem-
ber 2009 alone. The boom in the student
population is expected to continue, with an
estimated 11,500 more students in the
school system in the fall of 2014 than were

enrolled in this
past fall.

An increase in
students means
that Fairfax
schools must use
more of its con-
struction funding
to build new
schools and to

add extra wings onto older school build-
ings.

In the construction plan passed last
month, the school system included a new
South County Middle School for the Lorton
area and 11 “capacity enhancement”
projects for older elementary and middle
schools around the county.

SOME ELECTED officials are looking at
ways to address the school system’s capital
needs.

The school system’s capital funding is
supposed to fall from $155 million to $130
million annually in 2012, but Supervisor
Patrick Herrity (R-Springfield) has proposed
keeping the school construction and reno-
vation dollars at their current level.

“Right now, there is a big school construc-
tion and renovation need,” said Herrity, who
said other supervisors would also likely sup-
port the additional funding.

But keeping the school facilities’ funding
elevated means that other county facilities
would have to go without renovations and
some other government buildings are also
in dire need of repairs, according to Fairfax
County executive Tony Griffin.

HERRITY has also suggested the school
system try to “fast track” some of its con-
struction and renovation projects during the
current down swing in the economy, when
the price of building material is lower and
construction companies are hungry for
work.

“We can use techniques like design-build
to get these schools renovated quickly. I
think we have to take advantage of this 25-
to-30 percent reduction in operating costs.
We have a limited opportunity to get a
bunch of renovations done,” said Herrity.

The schools’ chief operating officer Dean
Tistadt said it could be difficult for Fairfax
schools to take advantage of a strategy like
design-build contracts. Few companies ex-
ist that would be able to do a “phased reno-
vation,” in which construction takes place
while students remain in a building, along
with a design-build contract and the project
bidding process would ultimately be less
competitive, he said.

But the school system may be able to get

through more renovations in this competi-
tive construction market if the county sped
up its permitting process, said Tistadt.

According to Tistadt, acquiring permits
from Fairfax County that allows the school
system to open a construction project up
for bidding can take between 12 and 18
months.

“I am much more comfortable with a
project going to bid three to four months
from now than I am seeing the project bid
12 months from now,” said Tistadt.

PROPOSED budget cuts to school pro-
grams could also end up saving the school
system money on some facility projects, par-
ticularly capacity enhancements.

If elementary schools lose their music
programs and full-day kindergarten, many
school facilities would suddenly have more
open classrooms than the school system
originally thought it would.

An increase in class size of one student
per teacher would make space for 146 more
students at Oakton High School and 139
more students at Robinson Secondary
School for example.

This means that the school system may
possibly be able to spend fewer dollars on
projects like building additions and more
money on existing school renovations.

Education

“We have a limited
opportunity to get a bunch
of renovations done.”
— Supervisor Pat Herrity (R-Springfield)
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Fairfax County Public Schools plans to start the renovation of
Longfellow Middle School this year.

Nam Kyung Kim of Fairfax
graduated from the 2009 Governor’s
School of Agriculture at Virginia
Tech on June 28 to July 25. Kim, a
senior from Robinson Secondary
School, was one of 96 rising junior
and senior high school students
from across the commonwealth se-
lected to participate in the
month-long summer residential pro-
gram for gifted students interested
in agriculture and natural resources.

Leah Pfeiffer of Fairfax gradu-

ated from the 2009 Governor’s School of
Agriculture at Virginia Tech on June 28
to July 25. Pfeiffer, a senior from Fairfax
High School, was one of 96
rising junior and senior
high school students from
across the commonwealth
selected to participate in
the month-long summer
residential program for gifted students
interested in agriculture and natural
resources.

Mark Burka of Fairfax graduated

from the 2009 Governor’s School of
Agriculture at Virginia Tech on June 28
to July 25. Burka, a senior from

Robinson Secondary
School, was one of 96 ris-
ing junior and senior high
school students from
across the commonwealth
selected to participate in

the month-long summer residential pro-
gram for gifted students interested in
agriculture and natural resources.

Kevin Poon of Fairfax graduated

from the 2009 Governor’s School of
Agriculture at Virginia Tech on June 28
to July 25. Poon, a senior from Fairfax
High School, was one of 96 rising jun-
ior and senior high school students from
across the commonwealth selected to
participate in the month-long summer
residential program for gifted students
interested in agriculture and natural
resources.

Joshua White, son of Darren and
Robin White of Fairfax, was named the
Most Improved Player for the Randolph-

Macon Academy football team.
White is a senior at the college-pre-
paratory boarding school.

Gov. Tim Kaine (D) recognized
Fairhill Elementary, Frost
Middle, Mantua Elementary
and Willow Springs Elemen-
tary with the 2010 Governor’s
Award for Educational Excellence.
This award is  bestowed by the Vir-
ginia Board of Education under the
Virginia Index of Performance in-
centive program.

School Notes
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

F/T,  DENTAL FRONT DESK
Burke, VA.  Experience with  collections 
preferred. Softdent and insurance 
knowledge a plus.  Must be personable, 
reliable, detail-oriented and possess 
good communication skills.  Excellent 
benefits.  Fax resume to 703-978-0423. Finance Assistant

Part-Time. Non-profit association in 
Fairfax. AP/AR, payroll, general ledger. 
BS Accounting preferred. Excel, Word, 
Great Plains software. (703) 631-6111. 
Resumes to ntemple@afcea.org EOE

GREAT JOB OPPORTUNITY

Work at Historic Mount Vernon
Part-Time  Tour Guide positions 

available
Call or email: Gail Cassidy 

703-799-8610
gcassidy@mountvernon.org

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

JANITORIAL POSITIONS
Cleared Personnel needed in 

Springfield, VA for janitorial positions 
starting at $14.23 an hour.  Please call 

410-789-3320 if interested.

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST
Busy internal medicine office needs 

part-time front desk staff.  Must be able 
to multi-task.  Experience preferred.   

Call Pat:  703-764-4850

LEAD MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN
Mount Vernon’s Operations and Maintenance Department is seeking a Lead
Maintenance Technician to assist in the installation, maintenance and repair
of electrical, heating, air conditioning, domestic water and various other sys-
tems.  The position includes housing on the estate but relocation is not paid,
and supervises a staff of 4 technicians.
Essential Functions: Assists in the installation, maintenance and repair of
electrical systems, pumps, motors, valves, security and fire alarm equipment
and HVAC equipment and controls; Various maintenance tasks including
electrical and HVAC diagnostics, installing piping & electrical wiring, digging
trenches, working with sewer tanks, drainage, and pumping equipment,
assembling scaffolding/rigging, & setup and operation of audio/visual
equipment; Conducts all work/orders & compiles a daily record; Operates,
maintains & secures tools and equipment;  Practices, maintains and enforces
safety regulations and procedures; Performs preventive maintenance and
repairs to all electrical systems.
Special Requirements: Requires standing/walking for long periods of time,
entering dark, dusty and close spaces, using solvents, lubricants, adhesives
and other hazardous materials, and exposure to all weather conditions;
Weekend and holiday work and rotating 24 hour duty shift required;
Classified as essential and requires participation in all emergencies, ice and
snow removal and special events.
Qualifications: 7+ yrs. experience in electrical, emergency power systems,
energy management, general repairs and fire safety; good understanding of
MEP and architectural drawings; Good written & verbal communication skills
and  proficiency w./MS office suite; Knowledge of life safety codes preferred;
valid driver’s license required; Employment contingent upon successful drug
test and criminal/background check.
Send application materials:
Via email- HRMail@MountVernon.org,
or fax- 703.780.8320.  Applications may be downloaded and printed from
the website (under employment) at www.MountVernon.org

MOUNT VERNON IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

-Clinical Director-
No. Va. Eye Surgery Center, Fairfax Va.

Our fast growing ASC is looking for a skilled
Clinical Director to manage and supervise
the clinical aspects of our beautiful, new ASC.
Applicant must be an RN with at least five
year’s experience as well as BLS & IV
certified. Experience in PACU, or the OR, or
an Ophthalmic ASC a major plus.
The Clinical Director’s position commands a
highly competitive salary & full complement
of benefits.
Mail resume and cover letter to NVESC,
atten: Artisan Medical, 11951 Freedom
Drive, 13th floor, Reston, Virginia 20190 or
email response to:
MChamberlain@artisanmedical.com

Office Manager 
Established Northern Virginia com-
mercial architectural firm seeking 
an Office Manager to help the firm 
reach the next level. Tasks involve 
supporting a 20+/- person creative 
staff in a variety of business and 
design aspects of the practice. 
Qualifications include:
• having strong communication 

skills - written and verbal 
•   light accounting experience 
•  possessing a high level of energy 

and willingness to stay busy 
•  ability to be nice and to play well 

with others 
Email resume to 

rw@mgrouparchitects.com

P/T MEDICAL  ASSISTANT

Busy medical office in Fair Oaks area has 
P/T Medical Assistant position available.  

Must be pleasant & self motivated.  
No experience necessary but will train. 

Friendly office.  Call: 540-347-9393
or Fax resume: 540-347-9398

P/T RECEP’T/ADMIN ASST
Friendly, self-starting person 

needed afternoons and all day 
Fridays for busy Annandale 

optometrist’s office. Administra-
tive experience helpful. 

Call 703-354-1446

FT/PT. Temp/Perm. Ideal for
students/others. Sales/Svc, Flex

Schedules. Conditions apply. All ages 18+.
703-359-7600

2010
EXPANSION

Great Pay!

MEMBER COMMUNICATIONS
& EDUCATION SUPPORT

APNA is looking for a full time adminis-
trative specialist who will concentrate on 
member email blasts, updating web-
sites, maintaining newsletter schedules, 
monitoring & updating social networking 
sites,   etc.  Candidate  will  have  strong 
interpersonal skills & an understanding 
of Microsoft & social networking soft-
ware. Only those with salary history & 
requirements will be considered. Please 
send   your  resume  to  Lisa  Nguyen at 
lnguyen@apna.org.

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIRS
Townhouses $50

Houses $85
Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

LIC 703-323-4671 INS

MR. GUTTER
GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

ROOFING ROOFING

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Planting •Mulching •Patios

•Decks •Driveways •Concrete

•Retaining Walls

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

HAULING

HAULING

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

Springfield Only

101 Computers 101 Computers21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Yoon Food Service, Inc 

trading as Duk Wo, 9570 J 
Burke Rd, Burke, VA 22015. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL  for a Beer, Wine 
and Mixed beverage on 
premise license to sell or 

manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Sora Yoon, 

manager

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

27 Hobbies & Crafts

BEGINNER GREETING 
CARD CLASSES

No exp or supplies needed.
Classes offered:

2/24/10 at 7:00pm or
2/28/10 at 1:00pm

Call 703-912-4329 or email
cindyscustomcards@yahoo.

com.  $20 per class

117 Adoption

Adoption: A lifetime of end-
less love, laughter, security & 
every opportunity await your 
precious newborn. Expenses 
pd. Private/ Legal. Jen & Greg 

1-877-205-2780

Pregnant?
Thinking about
adoption as an

option?

I am looking to adopt. I am a
nurse living in Northern
Virginia for the last 23
years. Please visit my

website at
www.babyloveva.com

to learn more. 

Please contact me at 1-571-
882-3533 or e-mail at

babyloveva1@yahoo.com

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

I'am a 
slow walker, 
but I never 
walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS
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703-425-8000
# 1 in Virginia

LISTING YOUR HOME? CALL LONG AND FOSTER’S #1 OFFICE!
Call Dale Gabardy at 703-425-8000 • Email: gabardy@longandfoster.com

Buzz & Courtney
Jordan
Your Local Father/Daughter Team!

703-503-1866 or 703-503-1835
TheJordanTeam@longandfoster.com
www.TheJordanTeam.com

CALL JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@longandfoster.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

David Billups &
Virginia Clark-Billups
Associate Brokers, Lifetime
NVAR Top Producers
703-690-1795
BillupsTeam.com

The Holleman Team
Specializing in Bryce

Mountain Resort
(703) 503-1813

Catie & Steve
Direct: 703-278-9313

Cell: 703-362-2591
NVAR Top Producers

Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

Ron & Susan Associates
Ron Kowalski & Susan Borrelli

Make the Right Move
1-888-495-6207

ronandsusanonline.com

Laura Baranek
703-380-8993
Working For You!

STEVE CHILDRESS
“Experience…with

Innovation!”
Life Member NVAR Top Producers

Buyer Broker since 1973!
703-981-3277

$6,500 to $8,000
TAX CREDIT

For 1st time AND repeat BUYERS......
and it does not have to be repaid

as long as you own home at
least 3 years! And credit can be

used in 2010........possibly as part
of cash down payment!

Call me for full details.........703-981-3277

Lots for sale with SPECTACULAR VIEWS  to build your
Dream Home. Located in the heart of Shenandoah County
with easy access to I-81 and 15 minutes to Bryce Resort.
Septic approval on file. Owner financing available.
Call the Holleman Team today for more information

or visit www.jackholleman.lnfre.com.

Carol Hermandorfer
703.216.4949

carolh@longandfoster.com

Personal Service & Focus on Your Goals

BETTY & BOB BARTHLE
703-425-4466
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
e-mail: betty@bettybarthle.com
website: www.bettybarthle.com

Barbara Nowak
& Gerry Staudte
“My Virginia Home Team”
703-503-1802, 703-503-1894
gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

Woodbridge
$212,500

Nothing has
been spared to
update this
lovely 3
Bedroom/2.5
Bath town
home.
Gleaming hard-
wood floors

thru-out the main level, extra cabinets in kitchen, 1 car
garage. Just steps from all of Lake Terrapin’s fabulous
amenities, like the clubhouse, pool, tennis courts & tot lots.

Springfield
New Listing

Brick Rambler with 3 Bedrooms and 1
1/2 Bathrooms. Home sits on a 1/4 acre
lot. Fenced in backyard. Hardwood floors
in Kitchen and Living Room. Finished
family room. Two-side fireplace.
Spacious deck off the Living Room. Call
today to schedule an appointment.

Fairfax Station $849,900
JUST SOLD!

Are you thinking of selling or buying a Crosspointe
home?  Be sure to call David & Virginia!
BillupsTeam.com 703-967-8700

Tired of dealing
with banks?

Call us today for your total
short sale solution!

Call Courtney
703-786-5330 or email

Court@LNF.com

ANN & HAL
GRAINGER
703-503-1870
Top 1% Nationwide
Assoc. Broker,
33+ Yrs. Experience
www.GraingerTeam.com

BETSY RUTKOWSKI
703-503-1478, 703-282-5818
Betsy.Rutkowski@LongandFoster.com
www.Realty4Design.com
Real Service, Real Commitment, Real Results!

Buying?  Or Selling?
Let Betsy lead the way to

Meeting all of your Real Estate Goals…

SO
LD

!

Burke $499,000
This beautiful Burke neighborhood home sold quickly! If you
are considering selling your home--now is a great time. Many
buyers are taking advantage of low interest rates. Whether in
the market to buy or sell--call me Laura 703-380-8993

Robinson
School District

$574,900
Coming Soon

Meticulously main-
tained, this 4 Br, 3.5
BA house is move-in
ready with over
$100,000 in updates

and improvements! Features include 3 fin lvls, spacious remodeled
dine-in Kitchen, Family Rm with FP & w/o to fenced backyard, LL
Rec Rm with full BA & w/o and gorgeous updated MBA!  Located
on a quiet street w/ cul de sac, near schools, shopping, and trans-
portation make this the perfect home for a growing family.

Springfield $515,000
A true passive solar home! Beautiful California styled con-
temporary with remodeled kitchen and baths. Pristine hard-
wood flooring, vaulted ceiling, large sunfilled windows, open
spacious floor plan, 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, rec room, family
room, den, 2 car garage. Fantastic location

Ron & Susan Associates is proud sponsor the

Fairfax
Station
$685,000

New Listing!
Charming won-
derfully priced
3 level Cape
Cod on peaceful
1+ acre lot,
walking dis-

tance to Fountainhead Park. Quality built, mostly brick,
5BR, 3BA, Fin walkout LL, Hdwd floors, scrnd Porch,
updated Kitchen & Baths. Walk-in Attic, storage galore!
Deck overlooks woodland, beautifully landscaped.

O
P
E
N
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U
N

1
-
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TO REGISTER:
Please contact Mary Ann Plonka at 703-503-1898

or maryann.plonka@longandfoster.com

TIME:

7:00-9:00 PM

LOCATION:

Long & Foster’s Northern

Virginia Training Center

3069 Nutley St.

Fairfax, VA 22031

From the Beltway (495), take Rte. 66 West to the
Nutley St. South Exit (exit 62) towards Fairfax.
Go through the intersection of Lee Highway and
Nutley Street. The training center is located in
the Pan Am Shopping Center on the left.

Save A Date To Attend
Long & Foster’s FREE

Real Estate Career Seminar
DATES IN 2010:

February 3

March 3

March 31

April 28

Sterling $315,000
Countryside Charm

Well maintained 3 BR, 2 BA split level home on a level lot.
Recently renovated with new carpet and fresh paint. Special
touches abound.  Traditional sale!  Move in ready!

Fairfax Station
$839,000

Details, details,
details! This
STUNNING brick-
front colonial w/ 4 BR,
4.5 BA & 2 car gar has
it all!  Designer colors
& window treatments,
Rich hardwood flrs,

crown molding & wainscoting. Gourmet Kit, flows into the Fam Rm
with lrg flr to ceiling windows & FP. French doors lead to deck over-
looking parkland. Upper lvl features luxurious MBR & MBA, 3 add’t
spacious BRs w/ 2 full BAs. W/o LL offers Rec Rm, full BA & stor-
age.  Lovely community w/ easy access to all amenities.


