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News

Tree is down on Bradley Boulevard, just outside the Avenel
entrance, across from Connelly School of the Holy Child.

Blizzard Brings Out the Best

Pepco workers use a cherry picker to
restore power.
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See Blizzard,  Page 11

Out &

About

By Susan Belford

The Almanac

T
he blizzard began on
Friday and my hus-
band and I hunkered
down for a weekend of

indoor activities. We brought in
the firewood, set up the ping pong
table, and selected movies to
watch from the “On Demand” list.
I braved the supermarket crowds,
coming away with wish-list items
not usually purchased and bags
full of comfort food. We were
ready.

We thought we were prepared
— but we weren’t. Late Friday af-
ternoon, we began the shoveling
process, thinking that we might be
able to keep ahead of the storm.
We watched one of the Academy
Awards nominated movies Friday
night after dining on the hot, tangy
chili that had permeated our
home with savory smells. We
went to bed. At 3 a.m., our
security alarm started beep-
ing, the clocks clicked off —
and our warm comfy world was
about to change. Our power was
gone.

Waking up Saturday morning
was almost surreal. I looked out
the window to a completely white
world. I heard my husband shov-
eling at 8 a.m. He had a business
meeting in downtown D.C. at
noon, and had the notion that he
could make it. I went outside to
help him — and we both realized
that we were going nowhere. At
least 25 – 40 inches of snow cov-
ered everywhere I looked. My road
and cul de sac were not plowed. It
took an hour to dig one little path
in our driveway. We were stranded
without heat or lights. And we had
no idea if it would be for a day,

five days, a week or a month. It
seems to us that our power goes

off first and comes on last. My
neighbors were all outside
and we helped one another
shovel our driveways. One of
my neighbors reminded me

that we could at least cook, since
we have all have gas cook tops.
What a blessing. At least we could
eat the chili!

We continued to shovel, as it was
better to be busy outside than
bored and cold inside. I got out my
cross country skis — and skied the
entire neighborhood meeting and
greeting the stranded residents.
Everyone was outside and in good
spirits, braving the adventure.

‘SAINT SNOW’
While I was skiing, I passed a

snow plow who agreed to come to
our street and plow us. He even
helped with our pipe stem drive-
way. We named him Saint Snow.
By 5 p.m. we could get out in our

front-wheel drive ve-
hicle (now is the time
to discuss purchasing a
4-wheel drive vehicle).
Maybe now is the time
to discuss moving to
Florida.

After a quick assess-
ment that the tempera-
ture in our house was
now 53 degrees, we
decided to evacuate to
a hotel. After many
phone calls to area ho-
tels which were all full,
we found a room at the
Tyson’s Marriott for
only $79 a night. Ten-
tatively, we set out,
swerving and swaying,
but the old Toyota
(nicknamed “The Ani-
mal”) pulled through

every snowdrift and up every hill.
We had to turn around because a
tree had fallen on Bradley Boule-
vard, blocking and keeping us
from River Road. We headed down
Persimmon Tree to the Beltway
only to find that the ramp to the
Beltway had not been plowed. We
couldn’t attempt it.

We headed back up Wilson to
River Road. As we entered the
River Road ramp, we found nine
— yes nine snowplows lined up.
We did not know that River Road
was their convention spot. Perhaps
they were just switching drivers
and figuring out a plan of attack
for all the roadways and streets
needing plowing.

The roads were treacherous and
almost empty as we carefully
made our way to the Tyson’s hotel
to a well-appreciated warm
shower, comfortable bed and a
great restaurant. Good decision on
our part. My friend Linda Clinch
who could not get out of her her
unpowered home, heated water in
a pot on her gas grill and carried
it to her shower to pour over her
head in order to take a hot shower.
Another friend heated water for
her tea over the open flame in her
fireplace. “I learned how to do this
from my grandmother many years
ago,” said Sara Cato of Potomac.

HEADING DOWNTOWN
My husband’s meeting had been

scheduled the following day at 11
a.m. in downtown D.C. We headed
downtown discovering that even
I-66 was icy with deeply rutted
snow. However, we were totally
unprepared for downtown D.C.
We turned up 18th Street — and
came to a screeching halt. It was
deeply covered in snow and ice —
packed down by cars, but certainly

Potomac’s Dana and Guy Semmes with Fritz set out to
experience the solitude and sunset on a tow path that has
showed little use in the last week. The snow, knee deep in
places, appeared pristine beyond the lock area, as
downed trees keeping strollers back and the snow
smooth for skiers.

Using the back yard as a downhill, Potomac’s Michael
Larson, 14, in black coat, and Tristan Blarel, 14, left,
watch as Thomas Blair, 13, takes his turn on the slope. All
are eighth-graders at St. Albans School, Washington, D.C.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
C

a
r
o

l
e
 
D

e
l
l
/
T

h
e
 
A

l
m

a
n

a
c

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
C

a
r
o

l
e
 
D

e
l
l
/
T

h
e
 
A

l
m

a
n

a
c

Potomac Almanac Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or

Almanac@connectionnewspapers.com

See www.potomacalmanac.com



Potomac Almanac  ❖  February 17-23, 2010  ❖  3www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

Ross: A Life Well-Lived

Jerilyn Ross

Potomac resident,
psychotherapist, dealt
with anxiety disorders.

By Susan Belford

The Almanac

P
sychotherapist Jerilyn Ross dedicated her
life to helping people with anxiety disor-
ders and phobias. Charismatic, warm and

loving, she was passionate about helping thou-
sands of patients cope with the mysteries of ill-
nesses such as debilitating claustrophobia, fear
of flying, panic disorder and obsessive-compul-
sive disorder. She founded the Anxiety Disorders
Association of America and remained the direc-
tor until her death from neuroendocrine cancer
on Jan. 7, 2010. She was 63.

Ross was successful with her patients because
she understood their fears. She, herself, had a
fear of heights, undiscovered until she was 25
years old. She was a math teacher, spending the
summer traveling in Europe, lightheartedly tot-
ing a guitar and staying in hostels. At a party in
Salzburg, Austria, she was struck by an irratio-
nal fear. She suddenly felt a compelling need to
fling herself from the top floor of the building
where the party was being held. She had never
before experienced such confusing terror. As time
went by, she understood that she had a fear of
heights and most likely a panic disorder.

Her husband, Ronald Cohen, tells the story of
their biking trip in Aspen. They were riding along
the edge of the mountain when suddenly her
fear took over her reason. She asked him to “talk
me through it,” which he did.

Cohen remembers, “At the end of the ride, we
had to pry her fingers from the handlebars. They
were practically blue from gripping so hard. She
also said she thought we were riding 65 miles
per hour — the speed we were actually going
had been totally distorted out of proportion by
her fear.”

She wanted to understand the panic she was
regularly feeling. Thus, she pursued a master’s
degree in psychology from the New School for
Social Research in New York. While earning her
degree, she sought treatment and gained con-
trol of her height phobia.

AFTER GRADUATION, Ross joined the practice
of Robert L. DuPont in Washington D.C. The first
patient assigned to her was trying to live with se-
vere agoraphobia (the avoidance of public places
and situations that are associated with panic at-
tacks); she had not left her home in 30 years. Af-
ter only three weeks of coaching her patient to
take very small steps to conquer her fear, the pa-
tient was able to leave her home and consequently
find a job and live a normal, productive life.

The patience and understanding that Ross
showed her patients helped thousands overcome
their trepidation of everything from driving over
the Chesapeake Bay Bridge to an illogical fear
of opening a refrigerator door to post traumatic
stress syndrome. Ross helped her patients by ac-
companying them to the source of their fear and
helping them overcome it through practice with
thoughtful support.

In her book, “Tri-
umph Over Fear,” she
cited a case in which a
woman had a fear of
flying which was caus-
ing marital problems
since she could never
travel with her hus-
band. After some ses-
sions in the office, Ross
boarded a plane with
the patient and success-
fully helped her take a
flight. However, after
joining her husband on short domestic flights,
he wanted to take her on a trip to Israel for their
25th wedding anniversary. The patient was ter-
rified because her claustrophobia would not al-
low her to use the tiny airplane restroom. Ross
flew with her again, coaching her to first enter
the bathroom together and continuing to prac-
tice until the patient was comfortable entering
the restroom alone. Ross wrote, “It wasn’t until
I received a postcard a week after they had ar-
rived in Israel that I was to learn how [the pa-
tient] had fared with her challenge. I laughed
aloud in my mailroom as I read: ‘Jerilyn. I had a
good flight over. And I went by myself — twice!’”

ROSS CONTINUALLY ADVOCATED for men-
tal health to make the public realize that 30-40
million Americans suffer from some form of anxi-
ety disorder. She testified before Congress and
appeared on over 300 television shows includ-
ing Oprah Winfrey, Dateline, and Anderson Coo-
per 360. As the author of two books, “Triumph
Over Fear” and “One Less Thing to Worry About,”
she was frequently quoted in The Washington
Post, the New York Times and other newspapers.
She hosted a radio show on WRC in the 1980s
in which she became known as “The Phobia
Lady.”

She was the founder and director of The Ross
Center for Anxiety and Related Disorders in
Friendship Heights which currently employs 14
clinicians who were trained by Ross.

Her life took a turn when she met Cohen, her
husband of 13 years. Married when she was 50,
she adored Cohen’s children and grandchildren,
who all live in Potomac. “She was incredibly fun-
loving,” Cohen said. “She loved to plan adven-
tures for the children and grandchildren. The
kids loved her — everyone loved her. She en-
joyed cooking, hiking, skiing and music. She was
a health fanatic who exercised daily. Once I in-
troduced her to my family, she fit right in. It was
a new experience for my children, since I had
never introduced them to another woman since
their mother died.”

Ross had cancer three times. When she was
24, she had melanoma and doctors gave her six
months to live. Then she had breast cancer which
required a double mastectomy. She fought back
from both cancers only to learn last year that
she had cancer again. She lived 8 1/2 months
after her last diagnosis.

Ross acknowledged her husband in her book
“One Less Thing to Worry About” with these
words: “Thank you, Ronnie, for being my rock:
the love of my life, my best friend and the stead-
fast knight of my impossible dream.”

First Responder
Goes to Haiti
Churchill grad gets “hands-on” involved.

By Marcia Kay

The Almanac

A
ri Katz has braved
weather at both ex-
tremes. As a Montgom-
ery County firefighter

and emer-gency medical technician,
he has responded to calls in the past
week during the two historic bliz-
zards that have hit the area.

Before the predicted storms, how-
ever, he found himself in the heat
of Haiti in the immediate aftermath
of the destructive earthquake that
left more than 250,000 dead and,
at last count, more than 1 million
homeless and living on the streets
of Port-au-Prince.

Katz, 20 and a native of Potomac
and a graduate of Churchill High
School in Potomac, is currently a
junior at The American University
in Washington, D.C.

He finds time, however, to devote
to his role as a first responder, a role
he found beneficial when he volun-
teered soon after the earthquake in
Haiti.

“I WANTED TO  become in-
volved,” he said soon after the
earthquake, but he did not want to
merely donate money or clothes to
the effort. “I’m a hands-on type of
person.”

He said he couldn’t find any or-
ganizations, governmental or non-
governmental, that would use his
experience so he found himself at
the door of the Haitian Embassy.

“I knocked on the door and told

Ari Katz of Potomac volunteered to help in the Haitian
earthquake’s aftermath.

them what I wanted to do.” He
found himself in Clearwater, Fla.
and hitched a ride down to Haiti on
a plane full of relief supplies and
piloted by actor John Travolta.

Katz took it on himself to “build
a network” while in Haiti, coordi-
nating with relief organizations and
using his expertise as a first re-
sponder to assist wherever he could.

“I made contacts with Haitian or-
ganizations and foreign organiza-
tions that also have set up organi-
zations,” he said.

WHILE IN HAITI for one-and-a-
half weeks, he found himself in
small villages providing medical
care and “bringing smiles to faces
of Haitians” who had never received
care. “They needed primary care as
well,” he said.

Katz raised money by approach-
ing local Target and Walmart stores
and explaining his mission. In all he
raised $200 towards his trip.

He also approached Calleva Out-
door Adventures for wilderness sup-
plies.

Katz said he observed during his
time in Haiti that the relief effort
has been “slow and bureaucratic.
Many supplies have been sitting at
the airport.” Also, “much stuff that
has been donated is not being
shared.”

But, he said the “Haitians are will-
ing to cooperate and they are ap-
preciative of the help being given.”

Since returning, Katz said he has
not been contacted to return to Haiti
but would be willing to go.
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Opinion

By Liza Wilson Durant, Ph.D.

WMCCA President

P
otomac is filled with landmarks that
serve as reminders of the history of
our community and its origins as
farm country. The silo which stands

in front of the Merry Go Round Farm develop-
ment, the steadfast antique red barn on
Travilah Road, the fields of Callithea Farm now
preserved as parkland under the Legacy Open
Space Program are a few examples. While there
are still a few small scale horse farms happily
dotting our countryside, modern pressures

have forced
Potomac’s farmers
out of the region or
out of business alto-
gether. So goes the
last large-scale pro-
ductive farm in our

area — the Hanson Farm on the corner of
Travilah and Quince Orchard Roads, estab-
lished in 1941. The 2002 Potomac Subregion
Master Plan well anticipated this transition, and
recommended that the property be reclassified
from the RE-2 zone (Residential single family
homes on 2-acre lots) to the PD-2 zone
(Planned Development) to accommodate more
intense development on this 170 acre parcel
in exchange for preservation of upcounty agri-
cultural lands. Under the County’s TDR (trans-
fer of development rights) program, the
Hanson Farm is designated as a “receiving area”
for density intended to compensate farmers in
the Agricultural Reserve for retaining their
property in farmland.

Over the last several years, the Hanson fam-
ily has worked with Montgomery County Park
and Planning Staff on a Development Plan that
will bring their vision into compliance with the
Master Plan and make the property attractive
to a developer and ultimately new
homeowners.

The current plan allows for a total of 187
dwellings consisting of a mix of single family
homes and townhomes and a 10-acre park,
with 50 percent of the property to be dedicated
to open space (excluding the 10-acre park). In
keeping with the Potomac Master Plan, the
homes are clustered on the property to add
environmental protections; expand the regional
stream valley system by dedicating forested
area along Muddy Branch tributaries to the M-
NCPPC; allow a 200-foot buffer along the
Muddy Branch stream; and provide trails and
paths between the 10-acre park, the Potomac
Horse Center, Travilah Road, and the stream
valley park. While the TDR Program allows for
additional residential housing, the surround-
ing community has concerns associated with
the increased density in what has been charac-
terized as a semi-rural area and the significant
traffic congestion that a development of this
size can bring.

The Hanson Family recently modified their
plans to address some community concerns by
reducing the number of townhomes from 132
to a range of 66-85, thereby increasing the
number of single-family homes.

Also, the revised plan reduces the number of
detached single-family homes that would bor-
der Travilah Road from five to four, with these

homes accessed via an internal road to limit
the number of entrances on Travilah Road.
Environmental concerns raised by Park and
Planning staff resulted in the reconfiguration
of an internal access road around a stream val-
ley rather than utilizing a bridge across it.

Current traffic studies are limited to the in-
tersections of Route 28 at Quince Orchard Road
and River Road at Piney Meetinghouse Road.

However, a development of this size will
likely impact on the intersections of Glen and
Travilah Roads and Glen and Piney Meeting-
house Roads, as well as the bridge in the Glen
and on Turkey Foot Road. Before this develop-
ment moves forward, it will be important to
understand the impact of the density on these
major thoroughfares. The rezoning application
for the property will be heard by the Mont-
gomery County Planning Board on March 4.
The Montgomery County Hearing Examiner
will conduct a hearing on March 12, and if
necessary, March 15.

I will be sorry to see this last beautiful farm
sold to development, but I hope that what rises
in its fields will be a sustainable development
with appropriate environmental buffers, and
utilizing state of the art environmental site
design and architecture and infrastructure that
will serve and endure for 100 years.

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
By Ginny Barnes

Conservation Easement Web site: The Mary-
land National Capital Park and Planning Com-
mission (M-NCPPC) has created a new online
interactive map that will prove invaluable to
citizen activists. Environmental planners have
mapped the 3,000 easements across Montgom-
ery County to inform the public about how to
respect easements and protect natural re-
sources. It finally makes it possible to verify
conservation easements and report violations
without having to find staff at the Commis-
sion beforehand. It increases enforcement ca-
pability and citizen accuracy, and will lead to
conservation easements being used as in-
tended. With our planet in such distress, pro-
tecting easements is a critical aide. Hopefully,
the Department of Permitting Services (DPS)
will also use the new tool — they have been
guilty of issuing building permits in conserva-
tion easements, thus complicating efforts to
enforce them, since one agency of government
cannot issue violations to another, and prop-
erty owners cannot be held responsible for DPS
mistakes. To see if an easement is in place on
a property, you need only the address. Go to
www.montgomeryplanning.org/environment/

forest/easements and type in the address and
a map will show an aerial view of the property
and any easements on it. If you believe there
is a violation, you can report it online, and an
inspector can then be sent to verify.

NEW SIDEWALK EXTENSION ON
RIVER ROAD

By Diana Conway

In response to many requests from neighbors,
the County Department of Transportation
(DOT) is planning to extend the sidewalk on
River Road.

The extension will be an eight-foot-wide as-
phalt sidewalk/bikeway, stretching from 10705
River Road (where the sidewalk currently
ends) west to the intersection of River Road
and River Oaks Lane. This sidewalk would give
all homes on River Oaks Lane safe pedestrian
and bicycle access to Potomac Village. The
County has determined that there is sufficient
right-of-way, and that the project will require
removal of a split rail fence and several trees
and boxwoods, many of which appear to be in
the public right-of-way. Residents of Riverwood
Drive are concerned that the project is not be-
ing extended all the way to their street — the
next cross street on River Road. A public hear-
ing has been set for March 17. To comment,
contact DOT Annual Sidewalk Program Man-
ager, Richard W. Earp at 240-777-7220. And
plan to join us at the WMCCA meeting where
the project will be on the agenda.

GAITHERSBURG WEST UPDATE
By Diana Conway

Public transit is essential to support any new
development in Gaithersburg, and Johns
Hopkins University and County officials have
told us that the high density they have planned
for the development (over 40,000 new resi-
dents) was critical to securing funding for the
Corridor Cities Transitway (CCT). However,
Maryland Department of Transportation re-
cently stated that this is not the case — and
that the CCT will be built if funding is avail-
able, regardless of the final plan for
Gaithersburg West. The state has investigated
two additional CCT alignments that would not
cross the Belward Farm and has stated that the
change in alignment would not affect rider-
ship numbers.

These alignments would avoid the pedestrian
and automobile challenges on Muddy Branch
Road and at the corner at Great Seneca High-
way. Even more importantly, far fewer homes
would be destroyed if the CCT does not traverse
the farm. Two civic organizations —
www.scale-it-back and
www.reasonabledevelopment.info — oppose
the scale, staging and configuration of the cur-
rent plan, and WMCCA remains concerned
about the size of the proposed development
and its potential impact on our roads, schools,
and stressed waterways. The County has also
proposed a similar “science city concept” near
Route 29 anchored around a former FDA prop-
erty. Councilmembers from the eastern county
express reservations about the impact of the
super-sized Gaithersburg West plans on the
viability of their eastern Science City.

The Last Farm Makes Way for Development
WMCCA Meeting

The next meeting of the West Montgomery
County Citizens Association will be Wednesday,
Feb. 24 at 8 p.m. at the Potomac Library. If schools
are closed because of inclement weather, the meet-
ing will be cancelled. Speakers will be Robert G.
Hoyt and John Hanson. Hoyt, director of the Mont-
gomery County Department of Environmental
Protection, was unable to be at WMCCA’s last
meeting, and will be the speaker. Hanson has
agreed to answer questions on the Hanson Farm.

Bring questions and comments. The public is
welcome to attend.

West Montgomery

County Citizens

Association
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Opinion

Letters to the Editor

Photo by Bo Razak

Unneighborly
Snapshot of “snow storage” taken in the village, 3:30
p.m. Friday, Feb. 12.

To the Editor:
During the last 16 years that my

family and I have lived in Mont-
gomery County we have endured
ice storms, rain storms, lightning
strikes and blizzards. Over that
span we, along with tens of thou-
sands of our neighbors, have in-
evitably suffered through power
outages. The unpredictability of
weather and its consequences is,
well, predictable. This cycle of
downed trees falling on
powerlines that result in outages
is also painfully foreseeable to ev-
eryone except, apparently, PEPCO.

This last blast of winters rage
has again triggered a cycle of
weighted trees and downed lines
resulting in massive power out-
ages. This time the outages
coupled with falling temperature
resulted in extremely dangerous
conditions. My elderly neighbors
slept through indoor temperatures
hovering just above freezing.

Will PEPCO ever learn that their
failures to bury their overhead
lines will dramatically perpetuate
power outages? PEPCO’s failing
infrastructure is as dangerous to
the public as is any municipalities’
crumbling bridges and bursting

water mains. PEPCO cannot afford
to ignore this life-threatening is-
sue any longer. Their management
must immediately step up and
announce that they are embarking
on a county wide policy to bury
the lines and enhance power dis-
tribution and transmission. Not
only will the aesthetics improve
but we will be spared the anguish
and turmoil associated with leav-
ing the home for warmth. I re-
member frequent notices of rate
increases. I do not recall a single
instance of restitution for my time
and expense caused by the failure
of foresight by PEPCO. They are
in the business of risk control. No
longer is “we are sorry for the in-
convenience” and “we are address-
ing the problem” enough of a re-
sponse. We recognize that PEPCO
cannot control the weather. They
can, however, begin to responsi-
bly adapt their business practices
to mitigate known dangers that
the next storm will bring.

Bill Askinazi
Potomac resident

Former Assistant Secretary
of Business and Economic

Development, Maryland

Bury Power Lines
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Calendar

To have community events listed free in The Potomac
Almanac, send e-mail to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon for the following week’s paper. Pho-
tos and artwork encouraged. Call 703-778-9412.

ONGOING
Senior Tech. Computer and exercise classes for

basic to advanced computer skills. At the Jewish
Council for the Aging, Bethesda Vital Living
Center, 4805 Edgmoor Lane, 2nd floor. For ages
65-plus. Cost is $10 to $65. Call 240-395-0915.

Montgomery County is recruiting talented adults
55-plus for its Montgomery’s Got Talent!
competition. Singers, comedians, dancers,
musicians, actors, and storytellers welcome.
Preliminary competitions will take place at
community and senior centers throughout the
County in April and May. Winners will advance to
the Montgomery’s Got Talent! finals at an area
performing arts venue on May 22. Proceeds from
the contest and finals will benefit Haitian seniors.
For a registration form, call 240-777-4925.
Registration deadline is March 31.

NOW THROUGH FEB. 21
“Rapunzel.” Presented by the Puppet Co. Playhouse

at Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. in Glen
Echo. Performances Fridays at 10 a.m. and 11:30
a.m. and Saturdays and Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
and 1 p.m. It is recommended for PreK- Grade 4,
and runs 45 minutes. Tickets are $10, with group
rates available. Visit www.thepuppetco.org or call
301-634-5380.

THURSDAY/FEB. 18
Slow Blues and Swing Dance. 9-11:30 p.m.

Admission is $8. Slow Blues lesson from 8:15 to 9
p.m. Dancing from 9-11:30 p.m. With DJ Mike
Marcotte and Guests. Call Donna Barker at 301-
634-2231 or go to info@CapitalBlues.org or
www.CapitalBlues.org. At the Back Room, Glen
Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.

FRIDAY/FEB. 19
Hospice Volunteers Needed. Looking for patient

care, bereavement care and administrative
volunteers. Training from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. At
the offices of Montgomery Hospice, 1355 Piccard
Drive, Rockville. Call Christiane Wiese at 301-921-
4400 or visit www.montgomeryhospice.org.

Monterey Jazz Festival on Tour: Kenny
Baron. 8 p.m. At The Music Center at
Strathmore, 5301 Tuckerman Lane, North
Bethesda. Go to www.strathmore.org or call 301-
581-5100.

FRIDAY/FEB. 19
La Divina Milonga Party. 8:30-midnight.

Admission is $15. Two dance lessons from 9-9:30
p.m. One is Argentine Tango beginner and above.
The other is absolute beginners. Dancing from
9:30 p.m. with DJ Fabio Bonini playing traditional
Tango, Milongas, Waltz and Tango Nuevo. At the
Ballroom Annex of Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Email:
Jennifer@foreverdancing.com.

Contra Dance. 7:30-11:30 p.m. Admission is $9.
Contra dance lesson from 7:30-8:15 p.m. followed
by called dance to Perpetual eMotion from 8:30-
11:30 p.m. At the Spanish Ballroom at Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Email:
fndcontra@yahoo.com.

SATURDAY/FEB. 20
Playhouse Puppetry Slam. 8 to 10 p.m. A “Slam”

is a showcase of vignettes presented by amateurs
and professionals alike, performing both edgy and
provocative works that might not be seen in any
other venue.  Admission is $15. At The Puppet Co.
Playhouse, Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd.,
Glen Echo. Call 301-634-5380 or visit:
www.thepuppetco.org

Celebrate Year of the Tiger. 10 a.m.
Demonstrations and activities showcasing
traditional Chinese arts: dance, painting, paper
cutting, and calligraphy. Presented by Madison
Chinese Dance. All Ages. At the Potomac Library,
10101 Glenolden Dr., Potomac. Call 240-777-
0690.

Swing Dance. 8 p.m. to midnight. Admission is $15.
Beginner swing lesson at 8 p.m. Dancing from 9
p.m. to midnight with music by Doc Scantlin’s
Imperial Palms Orchestra. At the Spanish Ballroom
of Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen
Echo. Visit www.americanswing.org.

Dominance in Dog Training: An outdated
and dangerous approach. 2-4 p.m. A
veterinary behaviorist will discuss the
consequences of using dominance to train pets,
while also explaining the newest research on how
wolves live in the wild and how dogs learn. Free,
but register: www.yourdogsfriend.info or 301-983-
5913.  At the Potomac Community Center, 11315
Falls Rd. Potomac.

Gan Shabbatt. 11 a.m. An interactive Saturday
morning service for young children and their

families. Members and non-members welcome. At
Congregation Har Shalom, 11510 Falls Road,
Potomac.

Lunar New Year. Local restaurants will supply a
variety of Asian foods to sample and enjoy. Crafts
and activities, such as Chinese character writing,
traditional paper folding and clay sculpting
techniques will also be featured. Hosted by the
Rockville Mayor and Council and the City’s Asian
Pacific American Task Force. At the F. Scott
Fitzgerald Theatre and Social Hall, 603
Edmonston Drive. Visit www.rockvillemd.gov/
events or call 240-314-8316.

“In Their Own Words.” 11:30 a.m. The luncheon
will feature four prominent Greek-American
authors who will reflect on their craft, including
George Tenet, George Pelecanos, Stefan Fatsis,
and Nick Katsoris. Tickets for the luncheon are $60
and sponsorships are also available. Reservations
are required.  Sponsored by the Greek Orthodox
Church of St. George. At the Bethesda Country
Club, 7601 Bradley Blvd. in Bethesda. Contact
Catherine Sarlis at 301-469-7990. Information
may also be obtained by visiting the site
www.Philologians.org

SUNDAY/FEB. 21
Contra and Square Dance. 7-10:30 p.m.

Admission is $12/nonmembers, $9/members. The
evening can include square dances, mixers,
waltzes and other couple dances.  Lesson at 7 p.m.
followed by dances called by Sargon de Jesus for
Terpsichore from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. At the
Spanish Ballroom of Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.

Waltz Dance. 3-6 p.m. Admission is $8. Beginning
waltz lesson from 3-3:30 p.m. Dancing from 3:30-
6 p.m. to the music of Waverly Station with Liz
Donaldson, Ralph Gordon and Barbara Heitz. At
the Spanish Ballroom at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Email:
info@waltztimedances.org.

Si Kahn in a Farewell to Grassroots
Leadership Tour. 7:30 p.m. With friends, John
McCutcheon, Cathy Fink and Marcy Marxer.
Tickets: $20 in advance, $25 door. Institute of
Musical Traditions (IMT) at Saint Mark
Presbyterian Church, 10701 Old Georgetown

Road, Rockville. Call 301-754-3611 and visit
www.imtfolk.org.

MONDAY/FEB. 22
Beth Sholom Book Club. 8 p.m. Will be reviewing

“The Pomegranate Pendant by Dvora Waysman. At
Beth Sholom Congregation and Tamud Torah,
11825 Seven Locks Road, Potomac. Contact Tanya
Lampert alamp9608@yahoo.com

TUESDAY/FEB. 23
Cosy Sheridan. 8 p.m. Folk singer-songwriter

performs at the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Rockville, 100 Welsh Park Drive, Rockville. Tickets
are $18/door, $15/advance at FocusMusic.org.

THURSDAY/FEB. 25
Slow Blues and Swing Dance. 9-11:30 p.m.

Admission is $8. Slow Blues lesson from 8:15 to
9 p.m. Dancing from 9-11:30 p.m. With DJ Mike
Marcotte and Guests. Call Donna Barker at 301-
634-2231 or go to info@CapitalBlues.org or
www.CapitalBlues.org. At the Back Room, Glen
Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.

FRIDAY/FEB. 26
Peking Acrobats. 8 p.m. At The Music Center at

Strathmore, 5301 Tuckerman Lane, North
Bethesda. Go to www.strathmore.org or call 301-
581-5100.

Wenceslas Square Reading. 7:30 p.m. Free. The
new American Ensemble Theatre presents a staged
reading of Larry Shue’s Wenceslas Square, directed
by Krista Cowan. Free series is co-sponsored by
The Writer’s Center. At The Writer’s Center, 4508
Walsh Street, Bethesda. Visit www.writer.org or
www.AmericanEnsemble.org or call 301-654-
8664.

Contra Dance. 7:30-11:30 p.m. Admission is $9.
There is a Contra dance lesson from 7:30 to 8:15
p.m. followed by the called dance to the Love
Mongrels live music from 8:30 to 11:30 p.m.  At
the Spanish Ballroom of Glen Echo Park. Email:
fndcontra@yahoo.com

Family Bingo Night. 7-9 p.m. One Bingo card will
cost $5 (good for the whole night). At the Clara
Barton Community Center, 7425 MacArthur Blvd.,
Cabin John. Sponsored by the Friends of the Clara
Barton Community Center. Call Dominique
Maggio, 301-263-2783, or  301-229-0010.

Hospice Volunteers Needed. Looking for patient
care, bereavement care and administrative
volunteers. Training from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. At
the offices of Montgomery Hospice, 1355 Piccard
Drive, Rockville. Call Christiane Wiese at 301-921-
4400 or visit www.montgomeryhospice.org.

SATURDAY/FEB. 27
Swing Dance. 8 p.m. to midnight. Admission is $15.

With Tom Cunningham’s 16-piece Orchestra.
Beginning swing lesson at 8 p.m. is followed by
the band from 9 p.m. to midnight. At the Spanish
Ballroom of Glen Echo Park. Email:
tom@tomcunningham.com

Dance Bethesda Dance Concert. 8 p.m.
ClancyWorks Dance Company, Dr. Janaki
Rangarajan, Jason Garcia Ignacio, Karen Reedy
Dance, Tappers with Attitude and Washington
Reflections Dance Company will showcase their
finest dancers. At Round House Theatre, 4545
East-West Highway. Visit www.bethesda.org.

FEB. 26-27
Dance Bethesda. Friday night will include an evening of social dances and free lessons from four

participating downtown dance studios. Saturday’s event will feature a formal dance concert highlighting
select area dance companies. With ClancyWorks Dance Company, Dr. Janaki Rangarajan, Jason Garcia
Ignacio, Karen Reedy Dance, Tappers with Attitude and Washington Reflections Dance Company, which
were selected by the Dance Bethesda judging panel for their choreography, precise dance technique and
passionate stories. At Round House Theatre, 4545 East-West Highway, Bethesda. Tickets are $20/
adults, $10/children. Go to www.bethesda.org or call 301-215-6660.

Peter (Matthew McGloin) and
Bird (Maggie Marlin) play in the
meadow in “Peter and the Wolf.”

NOW THROUGH MARCH 21
“Peter and the Wolf.” Price: $10-$21. For

ages 5 and up. A contemporary take on the
Prokofiev classic.  Show times are Saturdays
and Sundays at 1:30 and 4 p.m., with some
additional Saturday 11 a.m. performances. At
Imagination Stage, 4908 Auburn Ave.,
Bethesda. Call 301-280-1660 or visit
www.imaginationstage.org.

FRIDAY/FEB. 19
Monterey Jazz Festival on Tour: Kenny

Baron. 8 p.m. At The Music Center at
Strathmore, 5301 Tuckerman Lane, North
Bethesda. Go to www.strathmore.org or call
301-581-5100.
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4007 Norbeck Rd
Rockville, MD.20853

301-929-3291

7745 Tuckerman Lane
Cabin John Shopping Center

Potomac, MD

301.983.5566

“Tucked away in the back corner of Cabin John Shopping
Center like a secret you want to keep to yourself”

Offer Expires 3/3/10

$795
Including soda & salad

Every Day

Children
Under 10
Eat Free

Mon. & Tues.

Total Bill
Good Anytime

Includes
Alcohol

Lunch Special 20% OFF

Offer Expires 3/3/10

Potomac Village Deli Catering

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner Catering

301•299•5770
www.potomacvillagedeli.com

      Home of Your
Corporate & Residential
Catering Headquarters

Serving the
Community

for over
35 YearsE-mail: biotechprogram@georgetown.edu

Website: http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

BIOTECHNOLOGY
One year program with rolling admission

Fall 2010 deadline is June 1, 2010

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

LET’S TALK
Real Estate

For professional advice on all
aspects of buying and selling
real estate, call:

MICHAEL MATESE
Washington Fine

Properties
301-806-6829
Michael.Matese@wfp.com

WHAT DOES IT
TAKE TO SELL A
LUXURY HOME?

Marketing a multi-million dollar home
involves a lot more than posting digital
photos and a description of the home’s
features on the multiple listings.  Real
estate professionals know that luxury
homes require special treatment.

The process of selling a luxury property
can be very expensive. Standard market-
ing tools include full-color glossy bro-
chures with detailed descriptions of the
home’s special features, property listings
in national publications, and magazine
ads that can cost up to $10,000 for full-
page coverage. Professional videos of the
property are created for direct mailings
and virtual tours.

Websites that feature luxury properties
offer exposure to buyers all over the
world.  Luxury Real Estate.com, a com-
prehensive international database of lux-
ury properties that receives over 20 mil-
lion hits each month, allows realtors to
showcase each luxury listing on the global
site and provides links to the realtor’s
company and listings.

It often takes longer to sell a luxury
home. The group of potential homebuyers
is more limited, and wealthy clientele are
discerning, sophisticated shoppers.
Million-dollar properties also contain
amenities and custom features with spe-
cialized appeal, and it takes time to find a
new buyer whose needs, preferences and
tastes match those of the current owner.

by
Michael Matese

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web-site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials

NEWPORT & BLOCK ISLAND, MARCH 24–27..........................................................$599
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 3-Nights Hotel with Daily Breakfast &
Dinner Sightseeing CALL FOR AN ITINERARY

THE OUTER BANKS OF NORTH CAROLINA, APRIL 12–15..................................$495
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 3-Nights Hotel with Breakfast & Dinner,
Sightseeing CALL FOR AN ITINERARY

GREECE & THE ISLANDS, APRIL 13–21............................................................................$2239
Includes Air from Dulles, 4-Nights Athens, 3-Nights Cruise of the Islands, Daily
Breakfast, 3 Lunches, 4 Dinners. Transfers & Sightseeing CALL FOR ITINERARY

FEB. 26-28
“The Jungalbook.” Friday and

Saturday at 7:30 p.m. Sunday at 6
p.m. Presented by Imagination Stage’s
Pegasus Company. Tickets are $10. At
Imagination Stage’s Reeve Studio
Theatre, 4908 Auburn Ave., Bethesda.
Call 301-280-1660 or online at
www.imaginationstage.org.

FEB. 26 TO APRIL 11
“Beauty and the Beast.” Performances

are Thursdays and Fridays at 10 a.m.
and 11:30 a.m. and Saturdays and
Sundays at 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Recommended for grades K-6. Tickets
are $10. Running time: 40 minutes.
Presented by the Puppet Co.

Theater

Playhouse, in the North Arcade
Building of Glen Echo Park, Glen Echo,
Md. Call 301-634-5380 or go to
www.thepuppetco.org.

“TINY TOTS”
Wednesday, Feb. 17 — “Old McDonald’s

Farm”
Saturday, Feb. 27 — “Snow Show”
March 10 — “Winter Wonderland”
March 13 — “Teddy Bear’s Picnic”
March 24 and 27 — “Bunny Business”
The Puppet Co. presents “Tiny Tots @ 10,”

a program designed for our youngest
theater patrons (ages 0 - 4).  The
shows are shorter, the lights stay on,
the doors stay open and the show is set
up on the floor!

Performances on select Wednesdays and

Saturdays each month at 10 a.m.
Tickets, $5, adults and children. Call
(301) 634-5380 visit
www.thepuppetco.org.

NOW THROUGH APRIL 6
“The New Musical Adventures of

Flat Stanley”
Based on the popular children’s series by

Jeff Brown. Ages 4 and up.
Performances on Saturdays and
Sundays, 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
(Additional performances on weekends
and weekdays are listed at
www.adventuretheatre.org.) Book
Club Performance: Saturday, Feb. 20,
1:30 p.m. ASL Interpreted
Performance: Saturday, April 3, 1:30
p.m. Tickets $12, children 12 and
under; $15, adults. Call 301-634-2270.
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Sports

By Jared Wasserman

The Almanac

U
nder the leadership of first-year coach Hope
MacDonald, the Churchill poms team has a
renewed togetherness and commitment that

they hope translates to success in the County Com-
petition.

“This has been a transition year for our poms team
with a new coach leading our squad. … [MacDonald]
has really given our team the push it needed to im-
prove our work ethic and to become closer as a team,”
senior captain Kristen McDonald said. “I truly be-
lieve that our squad has improved due to Hope’s
mentality and inspiration.”

MacDonald, who took over the position in Novem-
ber of last year, has worked hard to compensate for
missing all of the team’s offseason preparations.

“We practice every day after school for two hours,”
MacDonald said. “Our practices are very hard, very
intense ... [the girls have] turned into an amazing
technical dance squad.”

MacDonald stresses unity on and off the floor and
ensures that her team’s dedication to the squad does

not interfere with their performance in the classroom.
“We have a very, very tight-knit team,” MacDonald

said. “All of our team has made [the] Honor Roll;
the lowest GPA is a 3.1, I believe. They are all sweet-
hearts, they’re hardworking, the work ethic is amaz-
ing. I feel very blessed.

“Our team has always been a fun, spirited group
of girls. We work hard to try to become the best at
what we do but we also have a good time along the
way.”

Unlike traditional high school athletics such as foot-
ball, basketball or baseball, the poms squad at times
has to battle the stigma that it is not truly a sport by
those who do not appreciate the time and level of
fitness it takes to be successful.

“I think that’s a hard one because those of us who
have been dancers our whole lives laugh at that. …
After preparing for a six-minute routine, there’s no
doubt in my mind that after that your body is in the
best shape of your whole life,” MacDonald said. “Not
to knock cheerleading, but we’re nothing like that
— we’re dancers, we’re strong athletes.”

Although their finishes have not been as strong
this year — their highest being fifth place — the pas-
sionate tutelage and experience of MacDonald should
have the poms program moving in the right direc-
tion.

“I believe our team is so upbeat and high-spirited
because we all love to dance and we all enjoy being
a part of the Churchill poms squad,” McDonald said.

By Jared Wasserman

The Almanac

D
espite the absence of
their star defender —
junior Josh Bretner —
the Wootton Patriot

hockey team defeated the
Churchill Bulldogs, 3-2, in the
opening round of the state play-
offs Friday after scoring two un-
answered goals in the third period.

Junior forward PJ Hall scored
the go-ahead power play goal with
50 seconds left in the final stanza
to catapult the Patriots into a sec-
ond round matchup with the 10-1
Whitman Vikings today. Hall tal-
lied two goals on the night to go
along with junior forward Matt
Greenblatt’s power play goal with
13:49 remaining in the third. For
the season, Hall and Greenblatt
notched 13 and 16 points, respec-
tively.

“Winning without Bretner, it’s
funny, at times we’re actually a
better team in his absence because
everyone steps up and plays,
rather than standing around and
watching what he’s going to do,”
head coach Dave Evans said. “It’ll
be interesting to see against

Whitman how we react to him
being back in the lineup. Hopefully
they take the momentum and the
awareness of the game play and
they go forward from there.”

Bretner, who played in just six
regular season games due to his
commitment to Team Maryland,
had a team-high 21 points, includ-
ing 14 goals. Without his scoring

punch against Churchill, Wootton
relied heavily on senior goalkeeper
Keith Zegowitz, who in just his
second start of the season made
24 saves and held the Bulldogs
scoreless for the last 22:48 of the
game.

“[Zegowitz] was really solid and
just solidified the position back in
goal and that’s huge. … Getting a

boost of confidence from a goalie
is huge,” Evans said.

“He pretty much won us the
game in goal,” senior forward Alex
Markenson said.

THE PATRIOTS have endured a
tumultuous season in their quest
for a third consecutive state cham-
pionship. After an in-league win-

ning streak of more than two
years, Wootton dropped two
games in a single week, losing 6-2
to Whitman on Jan. 22 and 5-3 to
Churchill on Jan. 29.

“It was a good season but it was
a bit disappointing to lose those
two games,” senior forward
Neofytos Panagos said.

“I think it had been a long time
since we had a loss in a game that
mattered to us,” Evans said. “I
think it hurt their confidence a bit,
especially how we lost. It wasn’t
like we came up and played well
in either of those games and lost a
tough one. … That was alarming
certainly to the coaches and defi-
nitely to the kids as well. We
weren’t used to being on that side
of it.”

Back-to-back regular season
losses are not only a testament to
the newfound parity within Mont-
gomery County, but illustrate just
how talented and deep the past
two championship teams were.

“We’ve had a good balance.
We’ve had dynamic scoring,”
Evans said. “Last year with Dylan
Skarupa and Jon Cohen — and we
had a very strong trio the year be-
fore that. We were very dynamic
— we don’t have that same ele-
ment this year. … The last couple
years we’ve had excellent depth.

Head coach Hope MacDonald said the Churchill poms
team has “turned into an amazing technical dance
squad.”

Courtesy photo

Churchill Poms Squad Tight Knit Under New Coach
First-year coach
MacDonald stresses
unity on, off floor.

Wootton, Without Bretner, Beats Churchill in Playoffs
Patriots to face
10-1 Whitman.

The Wootton hockey team looks to win its third consecutive state championship.
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See Patriots,  Page 11

Potomac Almanac Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

See www.potomacalmanac.com
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Sports

T
arek Hussein of
Potomac was in-
ducted into the
Martial Arts Hall

of Fame this month, sponsored
by Action Martial Arts Maga-
zine. The evening event, which
drew an estimated 1,500 at-
tendees, is known as “The
Academy Awards of Martial
Arts,” and was held at the
Tropicana Hotel in Atlantic
City, N.J. Martial arts enthusi-
asts from all styles mingled
with movie stars in martial arts
and  honored 50 martial arts
practitioners from across the
country. Hussein, 21, was
among the youngest to be rec-
ognized.

A 4th Degree Black Belt in
Tae Kwon Do, Master Hussein
has been training for 17 years
in a broad spectrum of martial
arts including Tae Kwon Do,
Boxing, Aikido, Judo, Jiu-Jitsu,
Muay Thai and Full Contact
kung-Fu. He currently is an in-
structor at LA Boxing in
Rockville.

Hussein Inducted into
Martial Arts Hall of Fame

Tarek Hussein, an honoree at the recent
Action Martial Arts Magazine’s Hall of Fame
and Honors Awards, is accompanied by
martial artists Michael Jai White and James
Lew. White and Lew starred in “Batman,”
“Rush Hour,” “Lethal Weapon” and other
movies.
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ClassifiedClassified
Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.compotomacalmanac.com

Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

EmploymentEmployment
Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Tuesday 11 a.m. • 301-983-1900

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

LANDSCAPING

GGAARRDDEENNEERR
Energetic gardener, 

speaks French & 
English.

Fall Cleanup, weeding, 
planting, edging, 

mulching, maintenance. 
Excellent Potomac 

references.
301-980-8258

Now I don’t want to pick on a paper
towel any more than I have to, especially
when it comes to First Amendment rights,
but if they can print it, I can certainly talk
about/object to it; Fletcher Christian (Clark
Gable) wouldn’t have it any other way. I
don’t know if anybody’s noticed, I only
have of late, but on some of the paper
towel rolls in my last “8-like-getting-12”
jumbo pack, there were sayings, expres-
sions, philosophical points of view (albeit
with a garden theme for some reason),
about how to live that I found somewhat
objectionable. Not quite intrusive or offen-
sive, but inappropriate somehow.

Who exactly is a paper towel manufac-
turer to advise me on how to live my daily
life, in or out of the garden? What follows
are their exact words: “No two days are the
same in one garden.” “No two gardens are
the same.” “You can bury a lot of troubles
digging in the dirt.” “The flowers of all
tomorrows are the seeds of today.” “Friends
are flowers in a life’s garden.” As my
recently deceased mother might have said,
and I quote, “Puke city.” Is there a reason
why, as a paper towel-buyer, I am being
subjected to, proselytized to even, concern-
ing my life (with the garden serving as some
kind of metaphor)? I’m not looking for abso-
lution here, I’m looking for absorption, not
some observance to some subtle code of
conduct. Hubris could not be more clearly
evident than when a paper product, a dis-
posable “quicker picker upper,” presumes
to pontificate in print for its buyers, who are
presumably not yet aware. Caveat Emptor
has just taken on a whole new meaning, for
me. I used to be careful what I wished for;
now apparently, I have to be careful about
the reasons the manufacturers are selling
their products for.

I naively thought that their reasons were
product performance, market share, profit-
ability, jobs, retirement, maybe even
improving/enhancing their buyers’ quality of
life vis-à-vis the use of an affordable and
effective product. I never thought it was for
mind control. Who do they think they are?
They’re making paper towels (napkins, toilet
paper, tissue, etc.); they’re not feeding the
homeless/changing the world. They’re pro-
viding goods and services for it, not provid-
ing answers to philosophical questions.
Have they all of a sudden begun to think of
themselves as role models of altruism? Has
the pursuit of the almighty buck empow-
ered them to believe they have powers
beyond their receipt of dollars and the
sense that it accrues? Is there some sort of
entitlement which their success has cre-
ated/spawned? I realize money is paper
(linen, actually), but what do they hope to
gain (other than more paper/currency) by
preaching more than cleanliness?

Oh, I just got it. Since cleanliness is next
to Godliness, I suppose the manufacturer
figured that they would straddle that blurry
line between business and religion (the
commercial equivalent of church and state)
to win friends and influence lots of people,
and hopefully generate profits in the proc-
ess. “Not a sermon, just a thought.”

Whether I’m tilting at windmills here or
making much to do about nothing is for
readers/buyers to assess. My objection to
this paper-towel ploy is really about abuse
of power. Just because your product makes
it into my home on a regular basis, don’t
think for a minute that you can influence
what we think before or after we actually
use it. However, if I have any philosophical
questions or concerns in the interim, I’ll
make sure to call the 800 number listed on
your package.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

A Mutiny on
this Bounty
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Seasonal
Garden Center Positions
Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized
grower/vendor of plants and nursery stock is
looking for hardworking, enthusiastic people
to merchandise our products at a Home Depot
garden center near you. Weekends are a must.
Supervisory and Merchandising positions are
available. Please view job descriptions,
locations and apply online at bellimpact.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Email internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg
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Sports

Generally the team
that’s gonna win it all is
the team that has a third
line that you can trust
any time, in terms of the
fatigue factor and limit-
ing other team’s plays
and making plays your-
self, that’s huge.”

The Patriots will have
to regain their scoring
touch from years past if
they hope to keep up to-
day with the high-octane
Whitman offense, which
has scored 111 goals this
season compared to just
eight goals against them.

“[We have a shot] if we
keep running three
[lines] and our goalie
situation stays strong …
if the other guys play well
in addition to Bretner
rather than one or the
other,” Evans said. “I
think we certainly have a
shot, we’re already down
to eight teams … I
thought going into the
season Whitman —
based on their depth and
the type of players they have — I felt they
would cause the most problems, but we’ll
see.”

To have an item listed mail to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon for the following week’s paper. Call
703-778-9412

The following Potomac students have been
placed on the Fall 2009 list at Gettysburg College:

❖ Michael Boyland, a first-year student, from
Potomac

❖ Danielle Carty, a sophomore, from Potomac
❖ Adam Pelta-Pauls, a sophomore, from

Potomac.

McLean School of Maryland grad Lauren
Sager, Class of 2009, earned highest honors for
the fall semester at Skidmore College. She is the
daughter of Mark Sager of Potomac, and Michelle
Sager, also of Potomac.

While Lauren attended McLean, she was at the
top of her class. She participated as secretary of the
Student Government Association, served on the
Discipline Committee, and was an active member
on the Lacrosse Team.

❖ Daniel Wolk, son of Lawrence and Susan
Wolk of Potomac, was named to the dean’s list at
Ithaca College’s School of Health Sciences and
Human Performance with a GPA of 3.5.

❖ Susan Landau, daughter of William and
Gail Landau of Potomac, was named to the dean’s
list at Ithaca College’s School of Humanities and
Sciences with a GPA of 3.7.

❖ Amy Pijanowski, daughter of Brian and
Donna Pijanowski of Potomac, was named to the
dean’s list at Ithaca College’s Roy H. Park School
of Communications with a GPA of 3.7.

❖ Heather Mueller, daughter of Michael and
Janice Mueller of Potomac, was named to the
dean’s list at Ithaca College’s Roy H. Park School
of Communications with a GPA of 3.7.

The following students were named to the

dean’s list of Emory College, the undergraduate,
liberal arts college of Emory University in Atlanta,
Ga., for the 2009 fall semester.

❖ Nicole Baruch of North Potomac, daughter
of Douglas W. Baruch and Dr. Susan Baruch.

❖ Sara Feldman of North Potomac, daughter
of Richard Feldman and Elizabeth Brown Feldman.

❖ Sarah Krame of Potomac, daughter of Evan
J. Krame and Jodi M. Krame.

❖ Risa Nishitani of North Potomac, daughter
of Dr. Shinji Nishitani and Noriko Nishitani.

❖ Trisha Patel of North Potomac, daughter of
Mukesh I. Patel and Kalpnaben M. Patel.

❖ Michelle Trone of Potomac, daughter of
David J. Trone and June S. Trone.

The following students have been named to the
dean’s list for the fall 2009 semester at the Univer-

School Notes

Patriots To Face 10-1 Whitman

The Patriots had a two-plus year in-league winning streak snapped in late January.
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“Honestly with the amount of heart we
have, we’ve shown we have the potential
to play with anyone.” Senior defender

Air Force Airman Jaafar T. Hassan gradu-
ated from basic military training at Lackland Air
Force Base, San Antonio, Texas. He is the son of
Tariq Hassan of Scotland Drive, Potomac. Hassan
is a 2009 graduate of Winston Churchill High
School, Potomac.

Army Pvt. Mingjie Feng has graduated from
basic combat training at Fort Jackson, Columbia,
S.C. Feng is a 2009 graduate of Thomas S. Wootton
High School, Rockville, Md.

People Notes

Jonah Guiton said. “I think our chances are
good of at least [having] another shot at
making the finals.”

not plowed. Scared, but afraid to stop,
we plowed through the heavy snow. Some-
how we made it to Connecticut Avenue, and
found parking for my husband’s meeting at
the Washington Hilton. While he met, I
walked down to DuPont Circle (no snow-
ball fight now) to take photos of a virtually
empty corridor in the city.

Our neighbor, Michael Ribera, was keep-
ing us apprised of the power situation at
home. He called every few hours with the
message, “Still no power!” We came home
to repack since we had been invited to a
friend’s home to watch the Super Bowl. We
had called them with a warning that their
invitation might mean company for the
evening — and for the entire night since
we still did not have power, heat or warm
water.

On the way to our friend’s house, we
stopped to talk to a Pepco worker, who told
us he had to remove branches from eight
lines and then we would have power. “To-
morrow?” I asked hopefully. “No, in just a
few hours.” We were so ecstatic, I almost
kissed him.

At the service station in Glen Echo, we
looked up to see a Pepco worker in a cherry
picker high in the trees. The service station
had no power. I thanked a nearby Pepco
worker for his hard work. “You must be
exhausted,” I said. “You have probably been
working for 24 hours now in treacherous
conditions. Thank you for all that you do.”

His name was Dave Grochowsky. He said,
“I don’t mind doing this, working up high
and all night and day to restore the power.
It’s just the bad timing of this snowstorm.”

“Bad timing?” I asked. “What do you
mean – it always snows in February,” I que-
ried.

He said sadly, “We are all going to miss
the Super Bowl tonight. That’s bad timing.”

During our travels, we saw cross-country
skiers, people helping others by pushing
stuck cars out of snow drifts, children sled-
ding and everywhere — people outside
laughing and commiserating — and help-
ing their neighbors. Random acts of kind-
ness become second nature in a crisis —
and they are part the wonder of the “Bliz-
zard of 2010.”

News

Blizzard
From Page 2

Pepco worker Dave Grochowsky
misses watching the Super Bowl to
restore power to Montgomery
County.

sity of Vermont:
❖ Jason Fish, of Potomac, a first-year student

Business Administration major in the School of
Business Administration

To submit an item for the Civic Calendar, e-mail
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.

FRIDAY/FEB. 19
Support Group — DBSA. 7:30 p.m. Depression

and Bipolar Support Alliance National Capital
Area. The meeting is for the families and friends
of people who have been diagnosed with
depression or bipolar illness. Meets at the Parish
Hall of St. Raphael’s Church at 1513 Dunster
Road (Falls Road and Dunster Road) in
Rockville. Call 301-299-4255 or 301-570-9065.
Internet: www.dbsanca-family.org

Hospice Volunteers Needed. Looking for
patient care, bereavement care and
administrative volunteers. Training from 8:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. At the offices of Montgomery
Hospice, 1355 Piccard Drive, Rockville. Call
Christiane Wiese at 301-921-4400 or visit
www.montgomeryhospice.org.

SUNDAY/FEB. 21
“What is Leadership?: Perspectives from the

Hebrew Bible, New Testament and the Qur’an.”
10:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. Sponsored by
Congregation Beth El of Montgomery County in
Bethesda. At Congregation Beth El, 8215 Old
Georgetown Road, Bethesda. Contact Rabbi
William Rudolph, Congregation Beth El, 301-
652-2606, ext. 318.

FRIDAY/FEB. 26
Hospice Volunteers Needed. Looking for

patient care, bereavement care and
administrative volunteers. Training from 8:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. At the offices of Montgomery
Hospice, 1355 Piccard Drive, Rockville. Call
Christiane Wiese at 301-921-4400 or visit
www.montgomeryhospice.org.

Bulletin Board
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On-l ine ordering
now avai lable!

20% off your first
on-line order!


